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ACTIVITY AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

August 2008 
 
ADMINISTRATION (ALAN) 

1. Attended a meeting at NDEP including a presentation by Alan Chamberlain concerning impacts 
to ground water from the proposed Mt. Hope molybdenum mine. 

2. Facilitated the CMR meeting in Winnemucca.  
3. Communicated with Doran Sanchez BLM concerning the AML Eagle Scout PR recognition event 

with BLM Director Caswell. 
4. Met with Ed Tomany and Jeff Bixler (Mine Inspector) and Leo Drozdoff and Dave Gaskin 

(NDEP) concerning the unplanned closure of the Jerritt Canyon mine site. 
5. Provided information to LCB concerning the mining claim fee increase and the meeting of the 

Legislative Commission on August 26. 
6. Reviewed and amended press release of Plum Mining Company regarding the securing of the 

reclamation bond from the State Bond Pool. 
7. Assisted Richard Harris with references concerning mercury regulation in Nevada. 
8. Attended the Legislative Commission meeting with Commissioner Mudge at which the amended 

regulations concerning the mining claim fee increase were approved. 
9. Responded to several inquiries concerning the mining claim filing fee increase. 
10. Completed with the help of Wanda, Linda, and Debbie the agency budget request for 

FY10/FY11.  Many thanks to the three of them for their hard work. 
11. Assisted George Lightwood of the SME local chapter with prospective speakers for the fall 

meetings. 
 
RECLAMATION BOND POOL (DOUG) 

1. Issued notice level bonds for Nevgold USA, Inc (amendment), Western Energy Development (2), 
Agnico-Eagle, BH Minerals USA, Redstar Gold USA.  Partially released a bond for Piedmont 
Mining. 

2. Issued a notice level bond for Electrum USA Ltd.  BLM had a problem with the operator name 
and rejected it, because Cougar Gold LLC had filed the notice.  The problem has been resolved. 

3. Spoke with Dave Matthewson, formerly of Gold Run, Inc.  Gold Run has 2 notice level bonds 
with premiums paid up to June 2009, but the company has dissolved.  Dave wants to take over the 
bonds.  He needs to file a change of operator form with the BLM.  Then the BLM would assign 
new case file numbers, the new bonds could be issued, and the old bonds could be released. 

4. Spoke with Galway Resources about release of their bond.  BLM has not released it yet. 
5. Met with Dennis Anderson of Plum Mining about their bond.  Plum has revised their plan to 

include additional exploration drilling.  Issued the bond for The Plum Mining Company LLC.  
The bond, in the amount of $1,170,782.00, was accepted by NDEP. 

6. Met with Rich Bellon regarding his plan of operation for the Bovie-Lew Mine. 
7. Met with Terry Howard about the bond for his plan of operations (currently a notice). 

 
MINING, LAND AND OTHER ISSUES (DOUG) 

1. Attended the CMR meeting in Winnemucca.  Toured the Marigold Mine. 
2. Worked on exploration survey. 
3. Called all the county recorders to notify them of the fee increase suspension. 
4. Worked with Alan on the regulation submittal to the Legislative Counsel Bureau. 
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5. Continued to struggle with the federal ASAP (Automated Standard Application for Payments) 
system in an effort to get our AML and SNLPMA money from the BLM.  It turns out the BLM 
(Denver Office) has not “certified” our funds, so they cannot be drawn.  Finally got the BLM 
abandoned mine money and the SNLPMA money from the federal ASAP system.   

6. Gave statewide gold reserves to John Dobra. 
7. Spoke with Gary Hollis about reviewing some logs from holes drilled in Amargosa Valley around 

1993.  Nye County wants to compare these with logs from recent Yucca Mountain drilling. 
8. Finished the draft of the Major Mines booklet and sent it to NBMG for printing. 
9. Met with Alan and Jeff Bixler (Mine Inspector’s office) about explosives left underground at 

Jerritt Canyon. 
10. Spoke with Ted Dawes about royalties. 
11. Spoke with Kimberly Tarter at State Purchasing about ordering steel for bat gates at the 2 Ward 

Mine declines.  The BLM will ultimately pay for this.  NDOW is handling the construction. 
12. Attended the Excellence in Mine Reclamation Award Committee meeting (via phone).  Ordered 

the award plaques and notified the 2 winners. 
13. Spoke with an investigator from a federal court in San Francisco about a fraud case involving the 

Philly Cheese Steak Mining Company. 
14. Fielded some questions from county recorders about the claim filing fee increase. 

 
AML / PUBLIC AWARENESS - NORTH (MIKE) 

1. Traveled to Winnemucca and attend quarterly CMR meeting and tour of Marigold Mine. 
2. Spoke with property owner Fred Sidra regarding two hazards on his property near Painted Rock 

in Washoe County. 
3. Perform land status and ownership research for regions in White Pine County to be visited by 

interns next week.  Supervised and assisted summer interns with clean-up and organizing of 
materials at the NDOM sheds. 

4. Coordinated with 2007 summer intern Jack Rhodes to meet with interns and lead them to 
unsecured hazards on the northeast side of Peavine Mountain. 

5. The interns completed their 13th week, working in Nye, Churchill and Pershing counties; they 
logged 46 new hazards, 418 non-hazards, made re-visits to 39 hazards (including minor repair 
work) and secured 3 hazards.  This was the last week for Patricia Capistrant and Corbin Carlos.  
The remaining six interns will be working a varied schedule next week as they prepare to return 
to school the following week. 

6. Reviewed prior week’s intern work and conducted land status and ownership research for next 
week’s intern work north of Reno. 

7. The summer interns completed their 14th and last week, logging four hazards, 93 non-hazards and 
re-visiting 19 hazards in Washoe County.  For the summer season, the interns completed 146 
securings, logged 654 new hazards, 3,820 non-hazards, and re-visited and/or repaired 189 
hazards. 

8. Until NBMG’s website is fully functional again (following a hacker attack), and in order to 
access NBMG’s Mining District Files Database for AML research, Ron Hess copied all the files 
including a browser onto our 250MB Passport drive.  This will also allow us to search historical 
files while in the field with our laptop. 

9. Coordinated with Tinker Evans and Garrett Schult (Round Mountain Gold) for a mining and 
engineering tour for the summer interns next week while they’re in the area doing inventory work 
in Jefferson Canyon. 

10. Sally McLeod (Quadra Mining) called to confirm intern visit for re-assessment of hazards 
previously logged on their property adjacent to Highway 50. 

11. Sent letter to two claimants acknowledging receipt of pictures as proof of AML securing work 
performed by them on their claims in Lyon County. 
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12. Received and fulfilled a request from Washoe County for logged AML data in one specific 
township for planning purposes. 

13. Spoke with representatives from “Best in the Desert” Racing regarding their upcoming off-road 
races.  They provided us with copies of the race route for review of adjacent AML hazards.  They 
were quite happy to assist us in getting the SOSA message out for their events.  350 sets of AML 
stickers, brochures, and magnets were sent for inclusion in rider packets for the August 21-23 
“Vegas-Reno” race.  Another 350 sets will be provided for the September 26-28 “Silver State 
300” race. 

14. Paul’s research of claim ownership for AML sites previously planned for backfill at Columbus in 
Esmeralda County was forwarded to Chris Ross (BLM-NSO).  The BLM will send a letter to the 
claimants giving them notice of plans to backfill hazards on their claims (likely in 2009) unless 
they file a Notice of Intent or POO. 

15. Backed up all AML photos from April 2008 to present. 
16. Communicated with Alan Buehler and Scott Stadler (BLM-Tonopah) regarding previous 

archaeological work at Columbus town site in Esmeralda County.  This was a region planned for 
backfill work this year.  Some clearance work was said to have been completed but they can’t 
find any record of it.  Recent claim activity has also reduced the number of orphan hazards from 
50 to just 8!  The backfill work is postponed until the BLM process of notifying the claimants of 
proposed backfill operation is complete. 

17. Provided BLM-CC and BLM-NSO with copies of the pre-closure biological survey work 
performed by Dr. Rick Sherwin at various AML sites in Washoe County. 

18. Worked with Wanda and Doug to file a purchasing request on the behalf of NDOW.  Steel for the 
construction of bat gates on BLM-managed land is planned for purchase using BLM Assistance 
Agreement funds and shipped directly to NDOW-Ely for high-priority hazard sites at Ward 
Mountain in White Pine County.  NDOW will use contractors to construct the gates. 

19. Communicated with Jenni Jeffers (NDOW-Fallon) regarding external biological survey needs at 
planned backfill sites in 2008 and 2009. 

20. Communicated with Jenni Jeffers (NDOW-Fallon) regarding two AML sites needing bat surveys 
at Painted Rock.  A map was emailed to her and she has begun her survey efforts. 

21. Norm Bosworth (BCI Video) completed his work on the NDOM PSA’s.  He re-mastered them for 
HD broadcast and edited one set of each of the three spots for the BLM’s use in their national 
outreach campaign.  Received the completed High-Definition PSA’s on seven mini-DV tapes 
from Norm Bosworth (BCI Video).  These will be distributed to television stations in Reno and 
Las Vegas.  Versions with Nevada references removed were mastered to tape and sent to Wally 
Cahill for his national off-road video and PSA being produced for BLM. 

22. Communicated with Jolynn Worley (BLM-NSO) regarding the BLM’s desire to have the Eagle 
Scout/AML Fencing media event utilize one scout and his specific project.  Considering the age 
of current scouts in the queue for AML projects in the north versus the south and the timing of the 
event.  A site near Las Vegas in coordination with the National MinExpo was discussed and 
seemed to be a better fit…until it was discovered that neither Alan nor any of the Commissioners 
would be able to attend.  The BLM Director will return to Reno in early November and that time 
may be the next best opportunity for an outreach event. 

23. Communicated with Mimi Rodden (Tonopah Historic Mining Park Foundation) regarding their 
desired use of pictures from the recent Teachers Workshop and the timing of funding for the 
recently approved (CMR) fence building work at the park.  Worked with Doug and Wanda to get 
necessary information for the transfer of Medallion Fund money to the park.  The remaining 
amount (~$49k) will require a Work Program, which Wanda will begin after she completes her 
work on the budget. 

24. Communicated with Lisa Kreskey (NDEP) and Ron Clark (Newmont) requesting additional 
information regarding the construction of a bat grate at the Murphy Mine in eastern Pershing 
County as part of a SEP.  The region has not been inventoried by NDOM due to its relative 
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remoteness, however several bat gate/grates have been constructed there in the last three years 
and it warrants a visit. 

25. A letter was sent to claimant Minerals Exploration and Development, Inc. (Reno) advising them 
of several unsecured hazards on their claims near Columbus in Esmeralda County.  The letter also 
informed them of our joint desire (along with BLM) to backfill approximately 50 hazards on their 
claims, pending their approval, in 2009 or 2010.  

26. Traveled to Wadsworth with Paul to speak with Greg Smith, Operating Engineers Apprenticeship 
Training Facility Administrator, and discuss their possible assistance with our fall backfill 
program at Painted Rock, just west of their facility.  He expressed their willingness to help 
provided it is done later in October when inclement weather impacts the local construction 
projects and their apprentices begin showing up for their annual training.  Greg also mentioned 
that they may be able to assist with some of the bat gate construction work as they also have 
welding classes.  The actual dates for the Painted Rock backfills will be coordinated between 
BLM-CC, NDOW, and Greg’s facility, but look to occur in the latter half of October. 

27. The seven sites proposed for backfill in Lemmon Valley and Cold Springs had been planned for 
closure at the end of September.  This was communicated to Mark Amodei in hopes that NvMA 
can assist.  Alternate arrangements for a dozer and transport will be planned as a backup. 

28. While scouting for new potential Eagle Project sites, Paul and I logged one new hazard and 11 
non-hazards north of Wadsworth in Washoe County.  Subsequent land and claim research, 
confirmed several prospective areas in the vicinity, which will be field checked in the coming 
weeks. 

29. Placed Tonopah Workshop photos online and distributed link for viewing. 
30. Received a request from Terry Howard (TNT Ventures) to supply him with an imagery map of 

his Guild placer claims for his use in delineating historic disturbance amounts.  Assisted Paul 
with creation of maps and imagery which was subsequently forwarded to Mr. Howard. 

31. Received a request to teach the “Paste with a Taste” activity to second graders at Miguel 
Sepulveda Elementary School in Sparks next month. 

32. A Mining/Minerals/AML presentation was provided to the Classic Residence Men’s Breakfast 
Club in Reno.  (one presentation – 23 people) 

33. Itemized and reviewed FY 2010-2011budget items, as they pertained to the AML program, with 
Wanda and Debbie. 

34. Attended PEBP presentation on Long-Term Care and available insurance program and options 
currently available to State employees. 

35. Letters of reference were sent to each of the summer interns along with a letter of appreciation for 
their summer accomplishments. 

36. Attended the NvMA Education Committee meeting to review the Tonopah workshop and plan for 
next year’s workshop in Las Vegas. 

 
AML / GIS (PAUL) 

1. Traveled to Winnemucca, attended the CMR meeting, and toured Goldcorp’s Marigold Mine. 
2. Met with the summer interns and traveled with them to Turquoise Ridge Joint Venture for a tour 

of the underground mine.  John Carlson gave an impressive presentation covering the geology of 
the area, and took the interns on a tour of the engineering and geology departments in the offices.  
Clara Ingle provided the safety gear for an underground tour and along with John Carlson, gave a 
safety class for the tour.  The interns and I were taken on a tour of the upper levels of the mine 
covering from the 1250 level down to the 1715 level.  John Carlson explained the geology of the 
mine and pointed out geologic examples throughout the tour.  

3. Held a safety meeting with the interns discussing any incidents that had occurred out in the field 
and how to avoid any further incidents. 

4. Totaled up the work done by the interns; logged 37 hazards, 297 non-hazards, and did 28 
securings. 
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5. Totaled up the work done in White Pine County by the interns.  There were 136 hazards logged, 
315 non-hazards logged, 6 revisits, and 2 securings. 

6. Proofed hazard ID sheets and corrected duplicated hazard ID numbers and photos, worked on 
AML database, photo database making corrections and updates.  Collected maps and paperwork 
from the summer interns for the weeks work done in the field.  Proof read and totaled the hazard 
ID sheets turned in, and updated hazard ID sheets for work done in Washoe County. 

7. Helped Mike Visher line out the interns for field work in Pershing, Churchill and Nye counties.  
Reviewed the areas to be worked, had the interns photocopy maps, helped interns resupply 
backpacks and trucks, and had the interns correct any mistakes found on the previous weeks 
paperwork. 

8. Drove out to the Operating Engineers facilities near Wadsworth with Mike Visher and visited 
with the administrator Greg Smith.  Mike and I explained the backfilling program to Greg and 
asked if he would be interested in helping out with the backfills to be done in the Painted Rock 
area this fall.  Greg sounded very interested in assisting with the backfilling project and wanted to 
discuss it further as the date becomes more concrete. 

9. Worked on constructing a new state wide AML topo index map using ArcView 9.3 
10. Traveled to the old Columbus town site and met with Tracy Kipke, Kris Urquhart, and Roy 

Leach, all with Nevada Department of Wildlife.  Helped NDOW use their downhole camera to 
check out hazards in the Columbus area for potential bat habitat. 

11. Traveled to Goldfield to do some claim research on the Columbus area. 
12. Constructed a map using ArcGIS showing the race route of the Vegas to Reno race route.   

Georeferenced known points using a race route map and a topographic map and then plotted our 
NDOM hazards database to see where the most hazardous stretches of the race route were. 

13. Constructed maps using ArcGIS of the area between Peavine and Reno for the interns to use for 
next week’s field work. 

14. Worked on maps using ArcGIS of claims owned by Terry Howard.  Sent the maps to Terry via e-
mail and made a copy of the maps on CD to be picked up by Terry. 

15. Received a call from Eagle Scout Eli Bagley concerning his fencing project.  Eli’s project has 
been approved and we agreed on a date of October 4th and 5th for the fencing work to be done. 

16. Attended the Education Committee meeting at the NvMA in Reno with Mike Visher. 
17. Created a CD of shapefiles received from the Ely BLM office and State Lands for Debbie Selig to 

take back to the Las Vegas office and load on the GIS computer there. 
18. Started Work on a statewide AML map for display in the NDOM booth at the MineXpo in Las 

Vegas.  The map will show the hazards and non-hazards work done by NDOM up to date in 
relation to the highways and towns in Nevada. 

 
AML / PUBLIC AWARENESS - SOUTH (BILL) 

1. Attended the CMR meeting in Winnemucca and toured the Marigold Mine. 
2. Participated in a field investigation of the reported Sunday, July 20 abandoned mine incident in 

Clark County with BLM AML program lead Chris Ross, Mark Chatterton and George Varhalmi 
of the Las Vegas BLM Field Office.  The exact location has not yet been determined – the 
reported rescuer has been unavailable due to medical problems and calls made to the victim’s 
phone number have not been answered.  During the field investigation, a new fence was 
constructed around hazard CL-1405. 

3. Met with Lyle Lehman of American Borate to identify locations of mine openings secured at the 
Anniversary Mine, Clark County.  The meeting resulted in 2 new hazards and 4 new non-hazards.   

4. Updated Clark County hazard inventory sheets for sites that have been permanently closed by 
BOR to-date. 

5. Conducted on-going claim research for AML sites in Clark, Lincoln and Esmeralda counties. 
6. The Las Vegas office received a phone call from an officer of the Nye Gold Seekers club 

regarding an abandoned mine incident that reportedly occurred to one of the club members the 
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weekend of August 9-10.  Details are sketchy but the man entered an adit and fell down an 
inclined winze an estimated 60’.  Reported injuries included a cracked tailbone and a chipped 
elbow bone, cuts and bruises.  Chief-SNO will attend a NSG meeting on Sunday August 17 
where the victim is planning to share his experience.  The county, site location and land status are 
currently unknown – will be determined by discussions with the victim and a follow-up site visit.    

7. Attended a meeting of the Nye Gold Seekers in Pahrump on August 17 to listen to a presentation 
by an abandoned mine incident victim.  The accident occurred on August 10 south of Goldfield 
and involved a 58-year old man who reportedly fell 60’ down a winze.  Arrangements were made 
to visit the site with the victim on Monday, August 18.  Site visit conducted with the abandoned 
mine incident victim to a location 4 miles north of Lida Junction in the Cuprite Hills area in 
Esmeralda County.  The hazard was investigated and ranked and posted with a warning sign.  
Claim research was conducted at the Esmeralda County Courthouse.  10 additional hazards were 
investigated and ranked in the vicinity of the incident site. 

8. Received calls from three Eagle Scout candidates looking for AML securing projects.   
9. Proposed AML securing projects for three Eagle Scout candidates in Clark County were 

completed and sent to the scouts. 
10. Met with an FBI agent and a Detective Constable from Cheshire, England regarding information 

on a reported Nevada-based consulting geologist wanted for questioning in an international 
mining fraud case. Completed a statement. 

11. Chaired a McCaw School of Mines Foundation Board meeting.  Completed minutes from the 
meeting and a task assignment spreadsheet. 

12. Participated in “Festival in the Pines” at Kyle Canyon Ski and Snowboard Resort, Mt. Charleston.  
Approximately 100 people visited the Division AML display (one presentation – 100 people). 

13. Las Vegas office staff attended a Nevada Mining Association Education Committee meeting in 
Reno.  The meeting included a review of the Tonopah teacher workshop and planning for the 
2009 Las Vegas teacher workshop to be held April 6-8, 2009 at Cheyenne High School. 

14. Signed up to participate in the Henderson National Trails Day event – Saturday, October 18.  
Excellent venue for “Stay Out and Stay Alive”. 

15. Debbie Selig worked with staff in the Carson City office on budget and other items.   
 
GEOTHERMAL (ALAN) 

1. Registered for the GEA trade show at the GRC annual meeting in Reno in October. 
2. Provided geothermal production data to John Dobra. 
3. Consulted with Commissioner Snow on the proposed rework of Homestretch Geothermal 

production well PW-1. 
4. Received additional information from Vulcan Power concerning land ownership at the Patua 

project. 
5. Reviewed the workover request with Russ Land (NDEP) for the Batz injection well at Beowawe. 
6. Discussed the NGP requests to waive e-logs at Blue Mtn. with Russ Land (NDEP). 
7. Received a letter from an attorney protesting the issuance of a domestic geothermal well permit to 

a resident of Spring Creek on the basis of the ownership of groundwater resources by the Spring 
Creek Homeowner’s Association. 

8. Issued 9 production well permits to Raser Technologies for the Devil’s Canyon project in Big 
Smoky Valley. 

 
GEOTHERMAL (LINDA) 

1. Attended the retirement event for Rich Hoops of the BLM. 
2. Approved sundry notices for Ormat’s Grass Valley to plug and abandon the Grass Valley 11-15 

(584) and 44-16 (580) wells. 
3. Approved 4 production wells for Vulcan Power in the Hazen area. 
4. NGP plugged 4 TG wells in Buffalo Valley. 



Page 7 of 7 
 

5. Emailed Adam Sneller from Great American Energy in regards to the Darrough Hot Springs / 
Magma Well.  He was looking for the chemistry of the geothermal fluids and if they could 
discharge to the surface.  Told him he could not discharge to surface. 

6. Worked with John Menghini on Meritage Energy’s 1-35 well.  Received sundry with intention to 
reopen / repair well & convert to an injection well.  Russ Land (NDEP) was notified and sent 
comments to Meritage.  To date Gerald has not responded to Land’s comments.  Sundry being 
held until response received from Gerald Lucero. 

7. ORMAT released rig on Rock Hill 75-2 well 
8. USG NEVADA (Empire) Brian Watson called.  They are setting upper casing on Industrial 

Production Well 68-9. 
9. Approved sundry for ORMAT Grass Valley 47-15 for change in casing size. 
10. Spoke with Neil Peterson of Vulcan Power about their geothermal bond. 
11. Spoke with Donna Stammers at Empire about a thermal gradient hole. 
12. Approved 3 geothermal sundries; one for a casing change, one for an address change, and one for 

a temporary suspension. 
13. Approved a domestic geothermal well in Elko County. 
14. Approved 9 commercial geothermal wells in Nye County. 

 
OIL AND GAS (ALAN) 

1. Temporary abandonment request for six months granted to KBE Energy for KBE#1. 
2. No oil and gas permits to drill issued in August. 

 
OIL AND GAS (LINDA) 

1. Worked with Commissioner Kozlowski on a right-of-way issue in the Sans Springs field. 
2. Discussed with John Menghini (BLM) the plug and abandonment of Toana Draw 15-19 (DY 

Exploration). 
3. BLM did a GPS survey of 7 miles of ROW in the Sans Spring field and charged Makoil $1,020 

for a cost recovery fee.  Other users of this public road will be charged a right of way fee when 
the BLM has time to send out the paperwork. 


