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ACTIVITY AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

September 2009 
 
ADMINISTRATION (ALAN) 

1. Attended the final meeting of the RETAAC committee and presented final summary 
report to Governor Gibbons. 

2. Issued a joint letter, with Division of Water Resources, concerning information needed 
from Homestretch Geothermal at the Wabuska geothermal power plant. 

3. Attended the monthly meeting of the IOGCC Steering Committee. 
4. Attended the NvMA annual convention in Stateline and presented the 2009 Excellence in 

Mine Reclamation awards and prepared the press release. 
5. Attended the Natives Impacted by Mining conference in Reno.  Gave a presentation on 

the NDOM AML program (1 presentation – 50 people). 
6. Decided to decrease the area reports sessions at the NWMA annual meeting from two to 

one due to low response rate from states/provinces due to travel restrictions and budget 
cuts.  Suggested an alternative session on geothermal developments in Nevada and 
coordinated it with Commissioner Snow and Lisa Shevenell of GBCGE. 

7. Calculated the total number of mining claim filings for FY09 (195,651 filings), which 
means at $2/claim payment of $391,302 will be made to Mackay. 

8. Assisted, with Wanda Martin, the Division of Internal Controls to obtain a sample of 
NDOM payment vouchers for an internal audit. 

 
RECLAMATION BOND POOL (DOUG) 

1. Sent out premium invoices for participants on a quarterly schedule. 
2. Issued 5 notice level bonds; Western Lithium, GeoXplor, Bravo Alaska, Gold Summit, 

and Pine Nut Mines LLC. 
3. Initiated a partial refund for Western Lithium and total refunds for Global Uranium and 

David C. Mathewson. 
4. Spoke with Darren Godfrey, an insurance agent from Oregon, about the bond pool. 

 
MINING, LAND AND OTHER ISSUES (DOUG) 

1. Did a final proof of the Major Mines booklet and had it printed. 
2. Got the award plaques for the reclamation awards. 
3. Spoke with Melissa Jennings at Chemtall-Foote about their lithium operations by 

Silverpeak.  They are processing, but not actively pumping brines at this time.  They hope 
to start pumping in October. 

4. Spoke with Debbie Struhsacker about permitting time frames. 
5. Proof read the annual AML report for Mike. 
6. Worked on the Exploration Survey. 
7. Spoke with Bob Walker of Lovelock about fencing 4 shafts and one adit on his claims. 
8. Put together a packet of AML materials for 10 Webelos Scouts.  
9. Approved 8 geothermal sundry notices and 1 permit. 
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10. Approved 2 oil sundries and1 oil permit. 
11. Attended the NvMA’s convention at South Lake Tahoe. 
12. Responded to more than usual “How to stake a claim” type questions. 
13. Helped Wanda earmark carry forwards for some federal funds. 
14. Started getting reactivated in ASAP, the system used to draw federal money. 

 
AML / PUBLIC AWARENESS - NORTH (MIKE) 

1. Worked with Bill and Linda to resolve AML database reporting issues with regard to the 
2008 Report.  The ongoing revisit program has affected the securing status of formerly 
secured sites causing reporting errors when querying certain parameters using historic 
end dates.  The easiest and most accurate way to resolve this will be to generate all 
necessary report numbers using an archived Excel spreadsheet exported from the AML 
Access database on January 15, 2009. 

2. Met with Brian Breiter (EPS) to review his work for the past month.  He completed 19 
man-days of work on the revisit program in August, with 138 re-visits completed and 
four new hazards logged in Lyon and Storey counties.  Approximately $14,819 has been 
invoiced through August on the $25,000 contract. 

3. Contractor Robert Betts called requesting information on our AML program and his 
desire to be added to our contractors list.  Mr. Betts, who has equipment in Las Vegas as 
well as Carson City, would also like to be apprised of any potential backfill work.  

4. Communicated with Casey Strickland (BLM-Battle Mountain) regarding updated AML 
information related to proposed closures of moderate and high ranking hazards in the Mt. 
Lewis Field Station region.  Revisit information and photographs from nearly 40 sites 
were added to our system.  Based on photographs and site description information 
provided by Casey, nine new hazards in Lander County were identified, logged and 
entered into our database.  Ownership research was also conducted and added to the 
database.  This information was forwarded to Casey.  Several of the new hazards are 
located near the Copper Canyon hiking/biking trail system, immediately southwest of 
Battle Mountain.  The shapefile for this trail system was requested and received from 
Casey and subsequently added to our GIS dataset. The Battle Mountain-BLM office 
submitted a CD with recent field visit information and photographs of 44 AML sites 
being considered for hard closure within the Mt. Lewis Field Office boundary. 

5. Chris Ross (BLM-NSO) provided a tentative working list for hazards needing ownership 
research in the Contact, Tuscarora and Battle Mountain regions.  A landman is expected 
to be contracted by NDOM through Geotemps, Inc. to do detailed research on these sites.  
The information will assist BLM with ultimate closure authority, method, and timing. 

6. Katie Miller (NDOW-Elko) requested pdf’s of several hazard inventory sheets and an 
updated copy of our AML database.  Two CD’s were created and mailed to her. 

7. Ryan Whitchurch (Ecology and Environment, Inc.) requested information on “The 
Dutchman (Site)”.  Information was provided to him showing it was simply a Homestead 
site (1916) with no associated historic mine workings. 

8. The completed AML Report was proofed and edited for content.  Some binding machine 
changes and printing quality issues required minor edits to the report, and particularly the 
graphics, prior to the full run on the order of ~1,000 copies. Worked to resolve AML 
Report print quality issues at State Printing.  The requisite changes were made to all 
photographic images used in the report.  A color version was placed on the Division’s 
website and is available for viewing and downloading. 
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9. Elaine Ezra (TerraSpectra Geomatics, LV) called to inform us that they have signed a 
contract with Eco & Associates (Orange, California) to be a subcontractor for the Army 
Corps of Engineers (ACOE) and will be working with NDOM to complete several AML 
database and archiving projects using monies from the Remediation of Abandoned Mine 
Sites (RAMS) program.  An initial kick-off conference call/meeting to discuss the scope 
of work is planned for next week.  The contract amount with Eco & Associates for the 
project is approximately $90,000.  Deliverables are to be completed by May 15, 2010. 

10. Communicated with Elaine Ezra (TerraSpectra) regarding the RAMS scope of work for 
the NDOM AML database projects and upcoming kick-off conference call with ACOE 
and their contractor Eco & Associates. Attended conference call to discuss the kickoff of 
the RAMS funded AML project for NDOM.  Also on the call were Carol Wies (ACOE), 
Elaine Ezra and David Brickey (TerraSpectra), and Mohammad Estiri (Eco&Associates).  
Contact personnel for each group were identified as was the work and invoice flow.  The 
approximately $90,000 contract with Eco as main contractor and TerraSpectra as the 
subcontractor has four objectives all involving the AML database.  The primary objective 
is to establish a plan to implement web-enabled access to the database.  Secondary 
objectives include: design and development of a geodatabase (of hazard and non-hazard 
inventory) to allow dynamic linkage between spatial reference and attribute data; to 
develop and implement a geoprocessing scheme using legislatively defined ranking 
criteria to prioritize uninventoried mine features; and to continue the process of 
automating annotated non-hazards from topo maps.  The deliverables due date was 
extended to May 15th, 2010.  TerraSpectra requested and received current copies of our 
hazard and non-hazard databases to begin work on the project. 

11. Attended conference call for the Hardrock Committee of National Association of 
Abandoned Mine Land Programs (NAAMLP) to discuss advance topics for next week’s 
NAAMLP annual conference in Rogers, Arkansas.  Also present were state 
representatives from Colorado, Utah, California and New Mexico.  Updates to Mining 
Law Reform, Good Samaritan, and ARRA stimulus partnerships were presented and 
discussed.  Communicated with Cy Oggins (CA-AML) regarding tentative plan to co-
host 2011 NAAMLP Annual Conference at Lake Tahoe sometime that fall. 

12. Returned display and leftover handout materials to NvMA, Granite Construction Supply, 
NBMG, and UNR-Mackay following the conclusion of the State Fair.  All agreed it was a 
very worthwhile event. 

13. As a follow-up to an inquiry at the State Fair, requested information from Sue Hawkins 
(Newmont) and Katie Neddenriep (Barrick) regarding public mine tours.  Barrick has no 
current tours; Newmont provides tours at Carlin, Phoenix and Twin Creeks.  This 
information was forwarded along with contact numbers to two interested parties. 

14. Staff provided information and handouts at Dayton Valley Days (1 presentation – 75 
people). 

15. Presented “Paste With a Taste” activity to three classes of 2nd-graders at Miguel 
Sepulveda Elementary School, Sparks.  (3 presentations – 51 people) 

16. Attended the monthly meeting of the NvMA Education Committee to continue working 
on workshop plans for 2010. 

 
AML / GIS (PAUL) 

1. Used ArcGIS to construct two NAIP30 arial photo maps with semi-transparent topo 
overlays for Brian Breiter with EPS to use in the field doing revisits. 
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2. Received a call from Mike Visher concerning a report of some possible blasting caps in 
the Dun Glen area.  Traveled to the area where the caps were reported to be but did not 
find the caps.  Will return to the site with better maps and directions to investigate. 

3. Labeled scanned photos of slides scanned by archives of hazards in Elko County. 
4. Updated hazard ID sheets in binders for hazards in White Pine County. 
5. Elizabeth Lane with Lake Mead National Recreation Area contacted me concerning a 

data sharing agreement with them on abandoned mines located within their boundaries. 
6. Worked on folding copies of topographic maps from Nye, Esmeralda, and White Pine 

counties for the NDOM map files. 
7. Worked on updating hazard ID forms in the hazard ID binder for White Pine County. 
8. Used ArcGIS to construct four state wide maps showing up to date AML data. The state 

wide maps are used to help prioritize field work for NDOM employees and contractors. 
9. Put paperwork and photos together in preparation for Eagle Scout project in 

Winnemucca, NV. 
10. Traveled with George Bishop to Winnemucca, NV to retrieve the 2002 NDOM pickup 

from the Dodge dealership.  Met with Dillon Bryon and his father Rodger to do the recon 
work for Dillon’s Eagle Scout project on a cluster of hazards in Thomas Canyon just 
outside of Winnemucca. 

11. Received a call from Kelepi Ita of Spring Creek, NV.  Kelepi is interested in doing an 
Eagle Scout project in the Elko area.  Explained our program and discussed the amount of 
time it would take to coordinate our efforts for a project in Elko.  Kelepi doesn’t turn 18 
until May 12, 2011 so there is plenty of time to get the project done.  Researched possible 
clusters of hazards in the Elko, NV area for Kelepi Ita’s Eagle Scout project and did the 
ownership research on possible project sites. Sent out a letter and materials with 
information on the NDOM Eagle Scout program to Kelepi Ita and created a folder in the 
Eagle Scout file for Kelepi. 

12. Worked with George Bishop to shuttle NDOM trucks and get them all equipped with 
good tires and get them aligned after a season in the field with the summer interns. 

13. Attended Flu Summit, as the designated Pandemic Influenza Officer for NDOM, at the 
legislative building Carson City.  Listened to lectures on preventing the spread of the flu 
virus, what to expect this flu season, and facts about the H1N1 strain of the flu virus.  

14. Attended the monthly Education Committee meeting at the NvMA office in Reno. 
 
AML / PUBLIC AWARENESS - SOUTH (BILL) 

1. Completed and sent hazard inventory sheets and location maps to Ely BLM for 209 
White Pine County AML hazards proposed for permanent closure under SNPLMA 
Round 8. 

2. Work on initial and final drafts of the 2008 AML report.  
3. Participated in the monthly conference calls for status and progress on Clark, Lincoln and 

White Pine County SNPLMA AML closure projects. 
4. Work in-progress on a spreadsheet of Clark County AML sites (BLM orphans) proposed 

for permanent closure using federal “Stimulus Package” funding. 
5. Researching status of Clark County AML land research. 
6. Interview conducted with Jim Haug, a reporter with the Las Vegas Review-Journal on 

AML.  Visited sites near Goodsprings that have bat gates and cupolas.  He is interested in 
doing additional AML stories including Eagle Scout securing projects. 
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7. Completed repair work on McCaw School of Mines swamp coolers.  Met with a 
contractor for an estimate for a cable netting cover over the open pit amphitheater at the 
Mine building. 

8. Completed work on fluorescent mineral and fossil displays at McCaw School of Mines. 
9. Attended 5th grade “Mighty Miner” training at McCaw School of Mines.  These are the 

McCaw Elementary School students who will assist with Mine tours during the 2010 
school year. 

10. Attended McCaw School of Mines Foundation Board meeting and strategic planning 
session. 

11. Attended a ceremony for placement of the Goodsprings Elementary School on the 
National Register of Historic Places.  

12. Attended an open house and discussion of the preliminary draft of the Yellow Pine Rail 
Trail Feasibility Study.  

13. Innovations International Charter School of Nevada “After-School” presentation of 
“Mineral Detective” to 6 students in grade levels 1, 3 and 5 (1 presentation – 6 people); 
minerals and commodities and fluorescent minerals to 6 students in grade levels 3-5 (1 
presentation – 6 people); “Birdseed Mining” for one 3rd grade student (1 presentation – 
one person); and Minerals and Commodities and “Birdseed Mining” for six K-4 students 
(1 presentation – 6 people). 

14. Presentation on minerals and commodities, AML and “Paste with a Taste” for 12 7th 
graders at Omar Haikal Islamic Academy – Las Vegas (1 presentation – 12 people). 

15. Las Vegas staff attended the NvMA Education Committee meeting in Reno.  
  
GEOTHERMAL (LOWELL) 

1. Reviewed 26 Ormat Nevada temperature gradient hole permit applications for the Ormat 
Dead Horse project. Alan approved. 

2. Provided a revision to the letter Tom Gallagher drafted to Homestretch Geothermal 
concerning their operation at the Wabuska facility. The letter was drafted to request 
essential information/data pertaining to the geothermal resource, in order to evaluate the 
potential effect of doubling production. A decision by NDOM and DWR to allow 
additional production and surface discharge will be based on the upcoming reservoir 
analyses. Homestretch geothermal is also requesting a portion of the discharge be 
allowed to be sold to UNR, where the geothermal fluids would be delivered to the Walker 
River via a pipeline to be constructed. The Bureau of Reclamation is currently 
performing an EA for the BLM for the right of way of the proposed pipeline. 

3. Witnessed 13.375 inch BOPE tests for the Peppermill Casinos Inc production well #8. 
4. Met with Ken Bonin, Vulcan Power, in the NDOM office. Discussed Vulcan’s upcoming 

drilling plans in their Patua Project Area. 
5. Wells drilling week one: Ormat Nevada Jersey Valley 77A-28 production well (1775’, 

conditioning hole for 13.375” casing); Ormat Nevada McGinness Hills 28-10 production 
well (1,915’, reaming); Magma Energy Soda Lake 41B-33 production well (8,995’; well 
shut in); Enel North America Stillwater 88-1 injection well (4,000’; rigging down); 
Peppermill Casino Production Well #8 (2,514’, drilling). 

6. Reviewed 29 Ormat Nevada temperature gradient hole permit applications for the Ormat 
Gabbs Valley project.  Alan approved. 

7. Reviewed 16 Sierra Geothermal Power sundries to deepen the permitted depths of the 
sixteen TG holes from 500 feet to 1,000 feet.  Alan approved. 
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8. Reviewed 3 Sierra Geothermal Power TG hole permit applications, Silver Peak 16-2, 
18A-11, and 64A-3.  Alan approved. 

9. Responded to the Geothermal Energy Association 2009 geothermal activity survey. 
10. Discussed permitting regulations with Misha Siegel, Geoglobal Energy.  Sent Mr. Siegel 

all permitting forms and regulatory information via email. 
11. Discussed permitting regulations with Frank Hight, Major Drilling in Salt Lake City.  

Sent Mr. Hight all permitting forms and regulatory information via email. 
12. Attempted to locate an old well file pertaining to a well drilled at the Reno VA Hospital 

in 1985, for Todd Alfrey, Nevada Division of Water Resources.  The well was not 
permitted through NDOM, and I could not find any information for this well. 

13. Reviewed Nevada Geothermal Power TG hole permit applications for Blue Mountain 
TG-7 and TG-12.  Alan approved. 

14. Reviewed Ormat Nevada’s sundry notice to repair a pump in their Steamboat PW-2 
production well.  Alan approved. 

15. Reviewed Ormat Nevada’s sundry notice to install a pump in the Desert Peak 62-28 
production well.  Alan approved. 

16. Sent John Hoenig geothermal production figures for 2007 and 2008. 
17. Informed Bill Ehni that Noresco can proceed with the plugging and abandoning operation 

for the LCC #1 at the Lovelock Correctional Center, due to Ward Patrick, Nevada Public 
Works Board, not replying to my request as to whether the Public Works Board wanted 
to keep the hole open. Noresco wants to retrieve their $10,000 bond for the hole as soon 
as possible. 

18. Wells drilling week two: Ormat Nevada Jersey Valley 77A-28 production well (2,985’, 
drilling); Ormat Nevada McGinness Hills 28-10 production well (2,775’, drilling); 
Magma Energy Soda Lake 41B-33 production well (8,995’; flow testing); Peppermill 
Casino Production Well #8 (4,421’, conditioning hole for logging). 

19. Reviewed Ormat Nevada’s sundry notice to re-enter the Steamboat Hills 88B-6 
production well, plug back the original hole, and directionally drill a sidetrack hole. Doug 
approved. 

20. Reviewed Ormat Nevada’s sundry notice to flow test the Jersey Valley 87-28 production 
well. Any excess fluid will be diverted to the 81-28 sump via pipeline. Doug approved. 

21. Reviewed Ormat Nevada’s sundry notices to plug and abandon the BV 23-27, BV 32-25, 
BV 75-25, and BV 86-24 temperature gradient holes in Buffalo Valley. Doug approved. 

22. Reviewed Ormat Nevada’s McGinness Hills 88-16 production well permit application. 
The proposed total depth of the well is 6,200 feet. Waiting on approval from the BLM. 

23. Received notification of approval from the BLM for Enel North America’s sundry 
request to move the Salt Wells 67-25 (IW-11) permitted injection well location to the 66-
25 (IW-11) location. Doug approved NDOM’s sundry request for the move. 

24. Reviewed Enel North America’s sundry notice to pull down hole pump and clean out the 
Stillwater 31A-30 production well. Doug approved. 

25. Reviewed Nevada Geothermal Power’s sundry notice to move the Blue Mountain 71-15 
production well permitted location to the 91-15 location. Doug approved. The 71-15 
permit was withdrawn due to the move. 

26. Reviewed Sierra Geothermal Power’s Silver Peak 53-15 temperature gradient hole permit 
application. Doug approved. 

27. Met with Alan Bailey at the Peppermill Casino Production Well #8 location and 
discussed BOP setup for the upcoming flow tests. Allowed Ensign to utilize a double gate 
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BOP for the flow tests rather than a double gate and annular bag setup. This allowance 
was due to limited available space under the rig floor with the addition of flow test 
equipment. 

28. Attended the Nevada Geothermal Council meeting at Austin’s in Reno on September 
17th. Jeff Fontaine, Nevada Association of Counties, spoke about legislative issues of the 
counties versus the State encountered during the previous legislative session.  

29. Went to Vulcan Power Company’s Patua Project Area near Hazen. Visited the two rigs 
present there. Both rigs are still in standby mode while waiting for Vulcan to get its 
second round of financing in place. 

30. Wells drilling week three: Ormat Nevada Jersey Valley 77A-28 production well (3,263’, 
logging hole); Ormat Nevada McGinness Hills 28-10 production well (3,225’, drilling); 
Magma Energy Soda Lake 41B-33 production well (8,995’, flow testing); Peppermill 
Casino Production Well #8 (4,421’, flow testing); Sierra Geothermal Power Silver Peak 
TG 43-14 (150’, drilling). 

31. Reviewed Gerlach Geothermal (US Geothermal) 18-10A production well application. 
Well is proposed to be drilled to 700’. 

32. Reviewed Geoglobal Energy’s request as to whether they can re-enter the Cobble Cuesta 
1-12 oil well, located northwest of Gabbs, to obtain temperature information.  Discussed 
with Alan and John Menghini.  John did not have a favorable response, but said he would 
review the request.  In order for NDOM to approve the proposed operation, the following 
would be needed: (1) written approval from Empire (current operator of the Cobble 
Questa 1-12) for Geoglobal Energy to re-enter the well that was temporarily abandoned 
in May 2008, (2) Geoglobal would have to provide bonding to cover a future plug and 
abandonment operation of the well, and (3) BLM approval for the proposed operation. 

33. Alan and I spoke with Andrew Egbert about Homestretch Geothermal’s choice of using 
Brian Giroux, McGinley & Associates, for the Wabuska resource study/report. 

34. Reviewed Sierra Geothermal Power’s revised drilling and testing program (1000’ 
temperature gradient holes) within their Silver Peak Project Area. 

35. Researched data/information to be used for a geothermal overview presentation at the 
Northwest Mining Association Conference on December 3rd, in Reno. 

36. Discussed various aspects of geothermal resources with Nastaran Arianpoo, working on 
her doctorate degree at the University of British Columbia.  Set up an appointment to 
meet with Ms Arianpoo at the GRC conference in Reno on Tuesday, October 6th. 

37. Wells drilling week four: Ormat Nevada Jersey Valley 77A-28 production well (3,263’, 
rigged down, rig stacked out at Jersey Valley); Ormat Nevada McGinness Hills 28-10 
production well (3,400’, flow testing); Magma Energy Soda Lake 41B-33 production 
well (8,995’, shut-in); Peppermill Casino Production Well #8 (4,421’, shut-in); Sierra 
Geothermal Power Silver Peak TG 17-11 (420’, running tubing). 

 
OIL AND GAS (LOWELL) 

1. Reviewed Rock Isaiah 16-1 plug and abandon procedure with Peter Lersey, Rock 
Investments Group, and John Menghini, BLM. Established there should be five cement 
plugs in the hole to provide an adequate plug and abandon procedure.  Alan approved.  

2. Wells drilling week one: Rock Investment Group Isaiah #16-1 (9,000’; preparing to log, 
plug and abandon), Elko County. 
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3. Contacted Jimmie Carlisle, Fasken Oil and Ranch, about the status of their Federal Unit 
involving their proposed Papoose Canyon “14” Federal No. 1 well in Elko County.  The 
Federal Unit approval by the BLM is still pending.  

4. Wells drilling week two: Rock Investment Group Isaiah #16-1 (9,000’, rigging down), 
Elko County. 

5. Reviewed Charter Oak Production Company sundry notice to plug and abandon the Ruby 
Valley Federal 1-11 well. Discussed procedure with John Menghini, BLM. Established 
there should be four cement plugs in the hole to provide an adequate plug and abandon 
procedure. Doug approved. 

6. Wells drilling week three: Rock Investment Group Isaiah #16-1 (9,000’; plug and 
abandon operation completed, witnessed by John Menghini, BLM)), Elko County. 

7. Requested two copies of the mud log for Quartz Mountain Road Federal #1, Eureka 
County, from Yates Petroleum Corporation in Artesia, New Mexico. 

8. Wells drilling week four: Rock Investment Group Isaiah #16-1 (9,000’ TD (P&A); rigged 
down), Elko County. 

9. Discussed numerous oil wells that are candidates for plug and abandonment operations 
with John Menghini of the BLM. 


