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ACTIVITY AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
MAY 2013 

 
ADMINISTRATION (ALAN) 

1. Assisted Bob Cuffney with information on AML hazards logged east of Searchlight. 
2. Responded to Howard Metzler’s inquiry concerning claim locations in the Awakening 

Hills near Daveytown. 
3. Attended a short course on cement bond logs and their use in determining well bore 

integrity in hydraulic fracturing of wells. 
4. Facilitated a meeting with Noble Energy to meet Kevin Vorhaben, the new project 

manager, and discuss their Nevada project in Elko County. 
5. Updated fiscal note to SB390 and sent it to LCB. 
6. Testified before the Senate Finance Committee concerning SB390 and the Division’s 

fiscal note attached to the bill. 
7. Attended a hearing for SB390 (the hydraulic fracturing bill) before the Senate Finance 

committee. 
8. Provided testimony to the Assembly Natural Resource Committee concerning SB390 (the 

hydraulic fracturing bill). 
9. Attended a meeting with Leo Drozdoff and Cory Hunt concerning Noble Energy. 
10. Assisted a member of the public with the number of NDOM oil and gas drilling permits. 
11. Met with BLM representatives concerning geothermal temperature gradient well drilling 

procedures and permitting. 
12. Discussed Stillwater private geothermal wells with Brad Platt of Enel Stillwater. 
13. Facilitated CMR field trip to Patua geothermal field and Lake Mining underground gold 

mine in the Olinghouse District. 
14. Met with the summer interns and welcomed them to the Division. 
15. Did AML field work in the Winnemucca area.  Logged one new hazard in Pershing 

County and did three revisits in Humboldt County. 
16. Completed final editing of the 2012 NDOM AML report. 
17. Completed the MSHA 8 hour refresher for mine safety. 
18. Completed an expert witness report for the Attorney General’s office concerning oil, gas, 

and geothermal production reports for 1998, 1999, and 2000. 
19. Provided a deposition for the AG’s office concerning the Mojave Power Plant and the 

coal slurry pipeline supply system. 
20. Provided UNR OSPA with a no-cost extension for the NBMG sample curation grant. 
21. Approved the minor budget changes made by LCB to the Division budget. 
22. Attended a meeting of the NvMA Education Committee in Reno. 
23. Attended the Board of Examiners meeting.  The NDOM contracts were approved. 
24. Attended the UNR Mackay Executive Advisory Board meeting. 
25. Facilitated the CMR meeting at the NBMG GBSSRL in Reno. 



26. Attended the Mackay Scholarship Awards Banquet. 
27. Presented “Stay Out and Stay Alive” to the Gold Prospectors of America at the Star Point 

Trading Post in Mill City (one presentation – 30 people). 
28. Provided two sessions of “Stay Out and Stay Alive” and Rocks and Minerals and their 

Uses to 4th graders at Jerry Whitehead Elementary (two presentations – 50 people). 
 
RECLAMATION BOND POOL (MIKE) 

1. Processed bond refunds for Renaissance Gold and Mexivada Gold. 
2. Executed new bond with Robert Walker. 
3. Provided bond information to auditor for Queensgate Resources. 
4. Processed bond refund for Mexivada Gold.  Processed plan-level bond release for Corvus 

Gold.  Confirmed with NDEP that there were no issues with refund. 
5. Worked with Cypress Holdings to resolve issues with bond refund to their parent 

company. 
6. Processed three bond refunds for Paradigm Minerals, and one for Cypress Holdings.  

Executed one new bond for Asher Resources. 
7. Answered questions from and provided bond application paperwork to small miner 

Charles Johnson (MineralMaxx). 
8. Processed bond increase for Paradigm Minerals and sent vendor registration forms to 

JKR Gold and Gold Standard Ventures. 
9. Submitted list of required information needed to process bond refund for project formerly 

operated by Animas now operated by Intor. 
10. Provided answers to DOI auditor regarding BLM Assistance Agreements and grants 

received. 
11. Provided information on contracts and bond pool to LCB auditor upon request.  
12. Sent email and graph of Notice-level bond pool activity to John Seelmyer at Northern 

Nevada Business Weekly for use in article on current struggles within exploration aspect 
of the mining industry.  

13. Conducted trial queries of Bond Pool database to perform QA/QC on existing dataset. 
  
MINING, LAND AND OTHER ISSUES (MIKE) 

1. Communicated with Rachel Crews (BLM-CC) to facilitate archaeological resource 
recognition training class for contractors, interns, and staff.  

2. Forwarded information on AML remediation status at abandoned uranium mine near 
Austin to Jim Faulds (NBMG) as requested. 

3. Visited and documented completion of mine securing work by Environmental Protection 
Services at the Long Mine complex. 

4. Updated tracking spreadsheet on plan of operations fees 
5. Worked with archaeologist Rachel Crews (BLM-CC) to provide the required annual 

archaeological resource recognition training for AML staff, interns and contractors. 
6. Received contract amendment approvals from the Board of Examiners to extend the 

existing Geotemps and EPS contracts another 12 months and increase total contract 
amounts by $50,000 and $80,000 respectively. 

7. Reviewed and finalized intern schedule with AML staff. 



8. Provided AML program information to summer interns as they began their summer 
season with us.  Discussed with them the agency’s drug and alcohol, per diem and travel 
reimbursement policies. 

9. Worked with Alan to submit to LCB an updated Fiscal Note for impacts related to 
amendment of SB390. 

10. Prepared for and attended legislative hearing for SB390. 
11. Prepped for and attended Assembly Natural Resources Committee meeting on SB390. 
12. Received call from Assemblywoman Benitez-Thompson asking questions regarding 

aspects of confidentiality of geothermal records referred to in NRS 534A.031.  Alan, 
Lowell and I provided answers to help in her understanding of some of the issues 
pertinent to Churchill County’s confidentiality concerns. 

13. Attended CMR field tour to Gradient’s Patua Project at Hazen and Lake Mountain’ UG 
mine at Olinghouse. 

14. Attended quarterly CMR meeting. 
15. Submitted list of required information and documents to LCB for agency audit.   
16. Continued working to answer questions from LCB auditor and provide her with 

documentation as requested.  Reviewed AML program specifics and provided brief 
overview of existing contracts. 

17. Continued to discuss the various agency programs with the LCB auditor and provide her 
with requested copies and information.  Worked with Rob to provide specific updated 
AML database information to her. 

18. Provided information to auditor as requested by Harvest Gold. 
19. Provided “Stay out, Stay Alive” and “Rocks and Minerals” presentations at the Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Family Night at the STEM Academy 
at Veterans Elementary School in Reno. (6 presentations – 350 people). 

  
AML / PUBLIC AWARENESS - NORTH (JOHN) 

1. Compilation and editing work on the 2012 AML Report. 
2. Field visit out to the Long Mine with Mike to meet with EPS as they begin their closure 

work on 12 sites. 
3. Compilation and editing work on the 2012 AML Report. 
4. Compiled and completed CX request packet (Notification and Approval to Secure Mine 

Hazard) to the BLM for 14 AML features for hard closures at the Nevada Quicksilver 
Mine complex in Pershing County. 

5. Received Secured Hazard information from two separate claimants. 
6. With the help of George, I began to rotate the field trucks the interns will use this summer 

to Reno Vulcanizing for safety checks and maintenance. 
7. Received 3 separate phone calls inquiring about Eagle Scout AML projects. 
8. Provided claim staking contractor info and AML info to a San Diego based company 

looking for local claim staking contractors to stake claims in the Tonopah area. 
9. Continued compilation and editing work on the 2012 AML Report. 
10. Monitored and documented the closure work being performed by EPS at the Long Mine 

complex in Pershing County.  
11. Completed compilation and editing work on the 2012 AML Report and is now ready for 

final edit. 



12. Completed and submitted to the BLM the final closure reports for the MOMI Mine and 
for the adit at Mound House. 

13. AML field work with the summer interns in the Seven Troughs area of Pershing County. 
14. Provided the BLM in Elko NDOM ID numbers for hazards logged by the BLM in Elko 

County.  
15. AML work completed includes: 21 secures hazards, 42 logged hazards, 462 logged non-

hazards, and 47 hazards re-visited. 
16. Worked on the final closure reports for the MOMI Mine to submit to the BLM. 
17. Prepared for the first week of training for the new class of summer interns. 
18. Welcomed the new 2013 summer intern class to NDOM and completed week one for 

their AML training (included three days AML field training visits to the Virginia City 
area, the Como Mining District in Douglas County, and the Dogskin Mountain area north 
of Reno in Washoe County. 

19. Attended the NMA Education Committee meeting for the July teacher’s workshop in 
Reno. 

20. Drove to Gradient’s office in Reno to attend an overview talk on their Patua Geothermal 
Project.  Then participated as one of the carpool drivers to attend the Commission on 
Mineral Resources field trip to the Patua Geothermal Project near Fernley and then after 
lunch attended the 327 Apex underground mine tour at Olinghouse. 

21. Attended the Commission on Mineral Resources meeting in Reno and reported on the 
AML activities in northern Nevada. 

22. Attended the Mackay School of Earth Sciences and Engineering awards banquet at UNR 
and introduced the 2012 summer interns to the NDOM staff and commissioners who 
were in attendance. 

 
AML / GIS (RACHEL) 

1. Updated the database with new hazard and non-hazard information that was collected 
during the week of April 22nd in Lincoln County. Added new photos to the staging folder 
and made sure there were no plotting errors with the newly collected information. 

2. Determined the distribution of unsecured hazards by land status and owner. 
3. Received new hazard and non-hazard information from Brian Breiter (EPS). Updated the 

database with this new information.  
4. Completed routine backups and monthly data management. 
5. Began creating ortho-topographic maps for the first few weeks with the interns.  
6. Reviewed and conducted land research for several areas on USFS land where logging and 

securing work need to be done. Assembled approximately 3 weeks’ worth of work for 
EPS as time allows.  

7. Put together instructions for automatically backing up networked drives. Reviewed the 
process with Rob so that he can begin weekly back-up for the networked drives. 

8. Received a new hazard from Ken Maas (USFS). Assigned a number and added it to the 
AML database. 

9. Received a request for AML data from JBR for the Rockland mine area south of 
Yerington. The provided shapefile was used to clip our AML data and send it to JBR. 

10. Spoke with Jason Williams (NDOW) regarding new copies of the AML database. 
Created a fill report and sent the shapefile to Jason to reference 

11. Created ortho-photo maps for the first four weeks of field work with the interns. 



12. Conducted land research for several areas state wide where research had not been 
completed. Updated the database with the new ownership information. Several sites were 
found to be orphaned sites and will be addressed by the summer interns.  

13. Compiled a map showing the distribution of hazards logged and secured in 2012 for use 
in the 2012 AML report. 

14. Compiled maps and plans for the first few weeks with the interns. Continued preparing 
for the interns – inventoried all GPS and camera accessories needed and made sure we 
had enough batteries and additional supplies.  

15. Complete routine database QA/QC.  
16. Attended the NGIS (Nevada Geographic Information Society) meeting in Reno. 
17. Determined ownership of several sites in the Treasure City area of White Pine County 

that had not been researched. Reviewed shapefiles sent from the Forest Service 
containing Mineral Survey numbers and patent outlines for the area. Using this 
information and patent names, parcel numbers were found and owners were assigned to 
hazards in the area. Updated the database with this new information.  

18. Worked with the summer interns regarding new hire information and training in AML. 
EPS assisted in showing the interns proper securing procedures on hazards in the Virginia 
City area.  

19. Traveled to Como with the interns for DAT training, Went over logging hazards and non-
hazards and the proper procedures for filling out CRAC forms. Rachel Crews with the 
BLM lead the cultural and historical discussions for the area. 

20. Traveled to the Red Rock area north of Reno for AML loggings. Logged several non-
hazards with the interns and trained them in non-hazard logging and field safety.  

21. Uploaded the interns GPS units with AML data and showed the interns the proper 
procedures for downloading GPS data to the computers. 

22. Traveled to the Lovelock area for AML training with the new summer interns. Revisited 
several hazards, secured any orphans in the area, and logged new non-hazards and 
hazards in the region. Discussed the proper logging procedure for hazards and non-
hazards with the interns and went over several “what if” scenarios with them. Discussed 
safety and proper hazard securing techniques.  

23. Received a request from Ken Maas (USFS) for hazard ID sheets in the Aurora, Pine 
Grove and Rockland areas of Mineral and Lyon Counties. Ran a query in the database 
and sent hazard inventory sheets to Ken Maas. 

24. Went over the end of week “data dump” with the summer interns. Showed them how to 
upload their photos and label them properly. Discussed what was needed from them at 
the end of every week and how best to go about unloading all the data. 

25. Attended the CMR Tour to the Gradient geothermal site east of Fernley and to 
Olinghouse. 

26. Attended the CMR meeting at the Bureau of Mines and Geology. Reported on the 
summer intern schedule. 

27. Attended the education committee meeting at the Nevada Mining Association. Discussed 
the upcoming Reno workshop 

  
AML / GIS (ROB) 

1. Entered the April 22-26 Lincoln County field work into the AML database, a total of 50 
new hazards, 204 non-hazards, and 9 securings.  



2. Contacted and received a claim block and plan of operations map form Robinson Mining 
Company. Used this map to correlate 236 hazards ownership status in the Ruth Nevada 
area and created a map with Robinson Mining claim block, POO, and NDOM’s AML 
hazards. Sent the map to Robinson Mining with the current status of unsecured vs. 
secured hazards. Updated all 236 hazards in the AML database.  

3. Researched the land ownership status and prepared all paperwork for weeks 2, 3, and 4 
for the interns. Located all orphan sections and identified all new and old claimants. 
Updated over 200 hazards in the database with all new land ownership status. Located all 
unsecured orphans in the designated areas as well as all moderate and high unsecured 
hazards that are under claim for possible securing work. Identified, prepared, and printed 
~150 revisits for the interns. 

4. Created roughly 60 7.5’ NAD 83 topographic quadrangle maps for Humboldt County and 
areas with recent work. 

5. Booked lodging for all interns and NDOM staff members for week 2 field work in the 
seven troughs area. 

6. Created two location maps for the Nevada Quicksilver hard closure project in Pershing 
County. 

7. Identified and researched a new possible area for contract work on the US Forest Service 
in Nye County.  

8. With Rachel, took a conformation photo of the Mound House PUF closure (LY-0916). 
9. Researched areas in Virginia City and north of Reno for the interns to perform field work 

during week one. 
10. Prepared maps and paperwork for the intern’s week one field work. 
11. Created roughly 60 7.5’ NAD 83 topographic quadrangle maps for Elko and Humboldt 

Counties finishing all maps that the DOM has done AML work on; a total of 861 maps.  
12. With Mike, Valerie, Rachel, and John helped perform week one orientation for the 

summer interns. Instructed the topographic map section as well as, helped Rachel give an 
overview of the entire summers plan. 

13. With Rachel, John, and EPS instructed and helped the interns build an enclosure fence 
around LY-0318. Helped Rachel show the interns how to log a hazard.  

14. With Rachel, led the summer interns Friday field work in Washoe County. 
15. Was contacted by Sam Arentz representing the Palosky Family Trust regarding AML 

work to be done on their claims. I created maps and provided location and hazard 
information for all AML hazards on their claims. 

16. Provided Renaissance Exploration Inc with all unsecured AML hazard data on their 
claims for their 2013 summer closure program. 

17. With Rachel, led the training week two field work in Pershing County with the summer 
interns. Instructed how to log hazards, non-hazards, revisits and perform securing’s and 
repairs. 

18. With Rachel, instructed and preformed the end of week two’s field work “data dump” to 
the interns. Showed them how to upload the photos, non-hazard GPS points, and where to 
file all the paperwork.  

19. Instructed two interns how to plan/schedule the following week’s field work. Research 
had already been done by Rachel and I but gave them the tools they needed so they could 
act as leads for the following week.  



20. Per request of Lowell, emailed the shapefiles for all of the oil well of Nevada to Levi 
Mecham of Uintah Group. 

21. Attended the NGIS Northern Nevada GIS Symposium in Reno. 
22. Prepared and identified all AML database owner notification history data for Yette 

Martell-DeLuca, the LCB auditor. 
23. Created an AML General Inventory map and explained it to the auditor. 
24. Attended the May 2nd Commission of Mineral Resources field trip to Gradient’s Patua 

geothermal project east of Fernley and Lake Mountain Mining underground project at 
Olinghouse Nevada.  

25. Attended the May 3rd Commission of Mineral Resources meeting.  
26. Attended the NMA Education Committee meeting at the Nevada Mining Association. 

  
AML / PUBLIC AWARENESS - SOUTH (BILL) 

1. Worked on edits for the 2012 AML report.    
2. Completed a review and edit of the “final” 2012 AML report. 
3. Participated in conference call with BLM and BOR – 12 closure reports were submitted 

by BOR for closures recently completed in Clark County.  Two hazards were not 
completed due to presence of bee swarms – will be completed on return to Clark County 
in the fall.  The BOR crew is heading to White Pine County to begin closure work on the 
SNPLMA Round 8 hazards.  

4. Provided maps, photos and hazard inventory sheets to a consultant who is working for a 
claimant in the Searchlight who has AML closure method issues. 

5. Work on edits and updates to Lincoln County AML loggings completed by DOM staff in 
April 2013.  

6. Logged in 13 securing’s, including 4 new loggings, located on patented mining claims in 
the Sandy Valley area of Clark County. 

7. Completed Jonathan Walker’s Eagle project reconnaissance site visit (Scout #166). Three 
hazards will be secured and repairs made to three previous securings in the Goodsprings 
area, Clark County.  The project will be conducted after October 1, 2013.  

8. Completed Caden Marshall’s Eagle Scout project reconnaissance site visit (Scout #167).  
Three hazards will be secured in the New York Mountains west of Searchlight, Clark 
County.  

9. Attended Commission on Mineral Resources field trip to Patua Geothermal Project near 
Fernley and the 327 Apex mine tour at Olinghouse. 

10. Attended the Commission on Mineral Resources meeting in Reno.  Reported on 
education and public awareness activities and AML work conducted in southern Nevada.  

11. Attended the UNR Mackay School of Earth Sciences and Engineering awards banquet in 
Reno. 

12. Attended NvMA Education Committee meeting in Reno.  Re-capped the Las Vegas 
workshop and continued planning for Reno workshop scheduled for July 15-18. 

13. Worked on tour and session descriptions for the Reno teacher workshop. 
14. Prepped mineral (feldspar, copper ore and quartz) and rock (rhyolite, basalt, quartz 

diorite, limestone, quartzite and gneiss) samples for rock and mineral kits for the 2013 
Reno teacher’s workshop. 

15. Prepped mineral (barite and gypsum) and rock (sandstone, shale, schist and marble) 
samples for Reno 2013 teacher workshop kits. 



16. Manned a display at the Las Vegas Natural History Museum Science Festival “Ologist 
Day”.  The display included “Minerals and Commodities”, “What Geologists Do”, AML 
and information on educations programs and presentations and was visited by 420 people 
(one presentation – 420 people). 

17. Presented 2 sessions of minerals and commodities, “What a Geologist Does” and AML to 
the K and 2nd grade classes at the Adelson Education Campus – Henderson.  Total of 10 
students.  

18. Assisted teacher Mary Shane with a geologic and ecologic tour of the Kyle Canyon area 
of Mt. Charleston with 19 students in her geology class (Advanced Technology 
Academy).  AML discussion and handouts provided (one presentation – 19 people). 

19. Presented 1 session of minerals and commodities, “Birdseed Mining” and AML to 17 3rd 
graders at Challenger School – Las Vegas (one presentation – 17 people). 

20. Presented 3 sessions of minerals and commodities, “Birdseed Mining” and AML for 5 
classes of 3rd graders at Sue Morrow Elementary School – Henderson – total of 120 
students (3 presentations – 120 people). 

 
GEOTHERMAL (LOWELL) 

1. Reviewed Brady Power Partners (Ormat Nevada) sundry notice to perform a work-over 
on the Brady BCH-3 observation well. Mike approved. 

2. Reviewed Gradient Resources sundry notice to sidetrack the 38(51-28)-21 production 
well. The sidetrack will be renamed 38(42-28)-21, where the API number will have an 
‘X’ at the end of the number. Alan approved. 

3. Reviewed Gradient Resources’ sundry notice to deepen the 36-17 production well from 
9,500 feet to 10,500 feet. Mike approved. 

4. Reviewed Ormat Nevada’s sundry notice to repair/replace pump in the Steamboat 28-32 
production well. Mike approved. 

5. Reviewed Gradient Resources’ sundry notice to change the drilling program for the Patua 
14-28 production well. Changes include extending permitted depth from 9,500 feet to 
10,633 feet, and change in directional drilling program (azimuth and inclination). Mike 
approved. 

6. Reviewed ORNI 47 LLC’s (Ormat Nevada) permit application and drilling program for 
the Wild Rose 57-11 observation well. The proposed total depth is 3,000 feet. Mike 
approved. 

7. Reviewed ORNI 39 LLC’s sundry notice to extend the McGinness Hills 57C-22 injection 
well permit. The permit expired on 2/18/2012. If approved, extension would expire on 
2/18/2014. Ormat Nevada plans to drill the well in the fall of 2013. 

8. Reviewed ORNI 39 LLC’s sundry notice to change the drilling program on McGinness 
Hills 57C-22 injection well. Drill location will remain the same, but rather than the 
previously approved total depth of 6,000 feet, the proposed total depth will be changed to 
3,000 feet. 

9. Reviewed Ormat Nevada’s sundry to install a pump in the Steamboat 21-5R production 
well. Mike approved. 

10. Reviewed Brady Power partners (Ormat Nevada) sundry notice to pull pump in the Brady 
18-1 production well. The pump will either be repaired or replaced. Alan approved. 

11. Wells drilling: Gradient Resources Patua 23-17 ST1 production well; Gradient Resources 
Patua 36-17 production well; Gradient Resources Patua 38(42-28)-21 (new sidetrack), 



well was previously 38(51-28)-21; Gradient Resources Patua 14(24)-28 production well; 
Gradient Resources Patua 21-28 production well; HSS II Tuscarora 35-8 observation 
well. 

 
OIL AND GAS (LOWELL) 

1. Reviewed Makoil’s sundry notice to change in cement program on the production casing 
in the Portuguese Mountain 14A-12 well in Railroad Valley. A cement bond log is to be 
run verifying the coverage and top of the cement. Alan approved. 

2. Reviewed Kirkwood Oil & Gas/ Wesco Operating sundry notice to repair/replace sucker 
rods in the Eagle Springs 82-35, 83-35, and 43-36 production wells. Mike approved. 

3. Discussed Noble Energy’s MOU proposal with Alan and John. The MOU is in regards to 
the upcoming DRI ground water and micro-seismic monitoring in Noble Energy’s project 
area between Elko and Wells. The proposed MOU would be between Noble Energy, 
NDEP, and NDOM. 

4. Reviewed Kelpetro Operating (Nevada) Inc. permit application and drilling program for 
the Christina 36-1 exploratory well. The well is proposed to be drilled in Railroad Valley, 
Nye County, T7N, R54E, NE4 SE4 Section 36. The proposed total depth is 4,000 feet. 
Had previously received BLM notification of approval prior to receiving NDOM’s permit 
application. Mike approved. 

5. Reviewed Makoil’s sundry notice to perform an injection test in the Portuguese Mountain 
14A-12. Received UIC notification of approval. Received BLM notification of approval. 
Alan approved. 

6. Reviewed Kirkwood Oil & Gas/ Wesco Operating sundry notice to repair/replace sucker 
rods in the Eagle Springs 23-36 production wells. Received BLM notification of 
approval. Mike approved. 

7. Reviewed Makoil’s permit application and drilling program for the Leoman Spring 1-32 
exploratory well. The well is proposed to be drilled in Railroad Valley, Nye County, 
T10N, R56E, SW4 NE4 Section 1. The proposed total depth is 4,000 feet. Received BLM 
notification of approval. Mike approved. 

8. Reviewed Makoil’s informational sundry notice pertaining to the results of the injection 
test performed in the Portuguese Mountain 14A-12 well. 

9. Reviewed Kirkwood Oil & Gas/ Wesco Operating sundry notice to work-over the 55-35 
and 62-35 production wells. The work is oriented to begin setting up the wells for field 
injection wells. Work is being coordinated with UIC. Further work on the wells will be 
required by UIC in order to include the two well in a UIC permit. Received UIC 
notification of approval. Received BLM notification of approval. Mike approved. 

10. Reviewed MTS Energy’s sundry notice to perforate and test the Ferguson Spring 7-33 
well, approximately 25 miles south of Wendover. Alan approved. 

11. Reviewed MTS Energy’s sundry notice to shut-in the Ferguson Spring 7-33 well, 
approximately 25 miles south of Wendover. COA’s include putting pressure gauges on 
the tubing and annulus (report values recorded on a monthly basis), and shut-in period 
expires August 31, 2013 (additional sundry will be required for extension of shut-in 
period). Mike approved. 

12. Reviewed Kirkwood Oil & Gas/ Wesco Operating sundry notice to repair/replace sucker 
rods in the Eagle Springs 35-35 production well. Received BLM notification of approval. 
Mike approved. 



13. Reviewed Makoil’s sundry notice for a well stimulation in the Portuguese Mountain 14A-
12. Requested Makoil to submit more data in support of the request. Waiting on BLM 
approval as well. 

14. Drilling/Completion: Makoil Portuguese Mountain 14A-12; Major Oil Eblana 1 (shut-in). 
  
OTHER (LOWELL) 

1. Verified number of acres deferred and projects delayed due to sage grouse: 
Oil 
Federal FY 2012: 503,274 acres 
Federal FY 2013: 41, 294.26 acres (to date) 
Geothermal 
Federal FY 2012: 4640.0 acres 
Federal FY 2013: 0.00 acres, next Geothermal Lease Sale occurs in Federal FY2014 
 
Questions presented to Lorenzo Trimble at the BLM State Office 
Also, the BLM DC Office gave Leo Drozdoff (Director, Nevada Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources) a very general printout of BLM delays/deferrals 
related to sage grouse: 
• Elko District: Oil and gas exploration proposals (3 proposals) 
• Ely District: APD Reissuance (1 permit) - Oil 
• Geothermal Lease Sales FY2011 (Sheila may have this info) 
 
Can you guide me as to where I can obtain the information to the points above? 
 
Reply from Lorenzo Trimble 
 
•         Elko District: Oil and gas exploration proposals (3 proposals) - The only proposals 
that I can think of that may have been affected by sage-grouse are the Noble exploration 
projects (3D seismic for Mary's River project area, 3D seismic for Huntington project 
area, and o&g exploration in Mary's River). You might check with John to see if he has 
any other thoughts. 
•         Ely District: APD Reissuance (1 permit) - Oil - Guessing that is the Tetuan 
Resources Mary Agnus 32-30 well. An EA was completed on it back in 2009. The APD 
expired. Since then, Sage-grouse interim policy came out. A Sage-grouse lek (the 
Cathedral lek) was re-identified in the vicinity of the project. Several options for access 
to the drill site were considered to avoid the lek, and dropped. The original route is the 
preferred choice. The location of the mineral materials site has changed. A DNA is in 
process that is tiering of the original EA. APD is expected to be signed by May 11. 
•         Geothermal Lease Sales FY2011 (Sheila may have this info) - I think they must be 
referring to the January 2012 sale where a news release was issued. Here's the link to that 
article: 
http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/info/newsroom/2012/january/blm_defers_parcels.html 

2. Attended CMR field trip on Thursday, May 2nd, and CMR quarterly meeting on May 3rd. 
3. Arranged/attended cement bond log evaluation short course given by Adam Bobay from 

Halliburton. Typical cement bond logs and the advanced CAST cement bond log were 



discussed. The meeting was attended by John Snow and personnel from NDOM, NDEP, 
and DWR. 

4. Alan and I discussed Churchill County’s proposed/revised geothermal regulations with 
Eleanor Lockwood of Churchill County. Eleanor would like to meet with NDOM in the 
near future to discuss regulations further. 

5. Alan, Mike, and I met with Noble Energy (Kevin Vorhaben – new Business Manager for 
the Denver Region, Lee Hinman – Senior Environmental Engineer. 

6. John Snow and I attended the IOGCC mid-year conference in Point Clear, Alabama. 
Hydraulic fracturing continued to be the major topic of the bi-annual conferences. 
Discussions during the conference included (1) hydraulic fracturing and state regulations, 
(2) Frac Focus 2.0 update, (3) sage grouse and unconventional development, (4) spacing 
and unitization in shale oil and gas plays, and (5) who should be managing on public 
lands – the federal government or the states. 

7. Witnessed 20 inch BOPE tests at Gradient Resources’ Patua 14-28 production well 
(RocketDrill 3 rig). 20” annular failed. Gradient tried utilizing 20” annular from the 
RocketDrill 4 rig. Failed as well. Gradient brought in rental 20” annular BOP from 
California. Annular test passed on rental BOP. 

8. Attended the SB 390 work session in the Senate Finance Committee on May 28th. 
9. Attended the SB 390 committee meeting in the Assembly’s Natural Resources, 

Agriculture, and Mining Committee. 
 


