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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Statutory Programs 
 

 Industry Relations – The State of Nevada will host the 2014 Annual Meeting of the Interstate Mining Compact 
Commission (IMCC) to be held at the Peppermill in Reno on April 27-30th.  NDOM Staff are working with IMCC 
in organizing the meeting, and have commitments for speakers from Governor Sandoval (welcome speech), Tim 
Crowley (NVMA) and Allen Biaggi (Sage Grouse topic).   The Administrator participated in monthly meetings 
with the Governor’s Chief of Staff, Sagebrush Ecosystem Council, Geological Society of Nevada and Nevada 
Mining Association Education Committee.   

 Public Relations and Minerals Education –   In January, four presentation were given to Civic and School 
organizations which reached 112 Nevadan’s and three Eagle Scout projects were completed in Southern Nevada. 

 Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) – YTD for 2014, 22 AML sites were logged and 23 sites were secured.  79.8% of 
all AML hazards logged to date have been secured.  Updating of the AML database continued and constructive 
planning meetings were held with the BLM and USFS.  Posting for summer internship positions continued to 
attract applications.  The posting closes February 21st and interviews will follow the first week of March.  

 Reclamation Bond Pool -   Processed three bond reductions, one complete release and executed one notice-level 
bond increase.  There are 126 notice-level bonds totaling $1.61M.  There are ten plan-level bond pool 
participants, with $1.44M in bonds.  The bond pool has reserve to safely add additional plan-level bonding.  

 Oil & Gas Permitting and Inspections - Five domestic geothermal wells and one oil well were permitted.  Eight 
geothermal sundries and nine oil sundries were approved.  With regards to annual inspections, 295 geothermal 
wells have been inspected or 69% of the total.  98% of oil wells have been inspected, 121 out of 123 wells.  Field 
inspections of blow-out prevention (BOPE) equipment, casing cement jobs and pressure tests were performed at 
McGuiness Hills and Railroad Valley.  Drilling of the second of Noble Energy’s permitted wells on the Humboldt 
lease in Elko County, well #M10C-M10-11B, was completed on January 2nd, 2014, and the drill rig was 
demobilized.   
  

Financial, Personnel and Projects 
  

 At the end of January the Division was staffed with 10 full-time employees with one budgeted vacancy.  The 
budgeted vacancy was posted for a “Field Specialist – Oil, Gas, Geothermal and AML”.  The posting will close 
February 21st.  We are receiving numerous applications for the position.  

 Development of regulations for hydraulic fracturing – The draft was approved by the CMR on January 16, 2014, 
and submitted to the Legislative Council Bureau legal division the following day.  LCB has 30 days to complete 
the legal review.  The small business impact statement process will be initiated in February, with a tentative date 
for public workshops set for the week of March 17-21, 2014.  Our goal is to have the final regulatory changes 
completed and before the CMR for consideration at the May, 2014 meeting.  

 The first meeting of the Aqua Partners (NDOM, NDEP, DRI and Noble Energy) to review DRI’s aquifer quality 
assessment study was held in Denver on January 29-30. DRI will release three reports in this study, which is 
funded by Noble Energy.  The purpose of the study is to establish baseline sampling evaluate the potential impact 
of hydraulic fracturing in the areas where Noble is exploring for oil. The first report will be released in February. 



MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORTS 
 
Reclamation Bond Pool 
Mike Visher 
 

1. Processed three bond reductions, one complete release and executed one notice-level bond increase.  
Executed a plan-level bond increase for Custom Details’ Bovie-Lew project. 

2. Completed quarterly bond pool reconciliation, with zero variance.  Submitted the report to the 
Controller’s office. 

3. 30-day notice of termination letters were sent to nine notice-level bond pool participants, two of which 
responded with the required premium and late fee payments.  Copies of the letters were sent to Lacy 
Trapp (BLM-NSO) who then forwarded the information to the relevant field offices. 
 

End-of-January financial summary of bond pool:

 

Reclamation Bond Pool Statu As of: 1/31/2014

Plan-level Bonds
 -Company Project Entry Date Bond Amount % of PoolComments Deposit

Premiums 
Paid

% 
Bond 
Whole

Custom Details Bovie-Lew 11/17/2006 $25,364.00 0.83% 12,217.11$    $17,464.77 117.0%
Art Wilson Silverpeak 9/5/1991 $124,017.00 4.05% 18,602.55$    $125,883.31 116.5%
Nevada Rae Black Cany 4/15/2005 $369,255.00 12.07% 197,937.54$  $209,950.02 110.5%
So. NV Litew eight Money Pit 5/21/2004 $395,514.00 12.92% 213,055.61$  $204,888.54 105.7%
Specialty Clays Bentonite 12/11/1997 $209,900.00 6.86% 31,485.00$    $172,098.03 97.0%
Western Mine Dev. Victorine M 5/24/2000 $45,875.39 1.50% terminated -$               
Western Mine Dev. Kingston M 5/24/2000 $100,450.00 3.28% terminated -$               
Western Mine Dev. Manhattan 5/24/2000 $114,288.77 3.73% terminated -$               
Escape Gold Red Rock 7/17/2008 $1,000.00 0.03%  1,000.00$      $28.60 102.9%
TNT Venture Big Canyon 1/27/2010 $60,711.00 1.98% 30,664.40$    $24,488.63 90.8%
Statewide Notice
-Level Various various $1,613,947.00 52.74% 126 bonds

Total Bond Amount $3,060,322.16 100.00

Cash in Pool's Account (From BSR -1/31/1 $3,987,377.46

Unfunded Amount -$927,055.30

Percent funded 130.3%  
 
 
Mining, Land and Other 
Mike Visher 

 
1. Prepped for and assisted with CMR Subcommittee Meeting and CMR Special Meeting. 
2. Traveled with Lowell to Railroad Valley to witness a casing pressure test and tour operations at 

producing fields in the valley.  Also witnessed operations at Ormat’s McGinness Hills and Wild Rose 
facilities. 

3. Updated POO Surface Disturbance Fee tracking spreadsheet and issued invoices totaling $93,440 for 
nine new or amended mining projects. 

4. Worked on master list of chemicals commonly used in hydraulic fracture stimulation events; cross-
referenced with information from GWPC, EPA, and OSHA. 
 
 
 
 



Major Activities – Chief, Abandoned Mine Lands Program 
Robert Ghiglieri 
 

1. Updated the Weekly Mines sheet. Found all gaps in hazard ID numbers in each county to match with the 
AML Access database. 

2. Compiled all 2013 year end AML data for various reports to be completed in early 2014. 
3. Preformed 2 down-hole camera surveys and 6 revisits on hazards included in the Pyramid Canyon hard 

closure project.  
4. Meet with Olivia Amos and Roger Drum of Comstock Mining regarding the large NDOM warning 

signs. Was invited and attended Comstock Mining’s AML meeting to assist with any questions 
concerning closure methods and future goals. 

5. With Rachel, prepared a revisit, logging, and securing project in the Virginia City area for EPS.  
6. Present NDOM’s AML program to the Carson City Lions Club.   
7. Received the revisit, logging, and securing data from EPS’s work in Lyon and Storey counties during 

January 13th-17th. A total of four new hazards logged, 74 revisits, nine repairs, and 11 securings.  
8. Completed the 2013 year end AML data for the USFS Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest (HTNF) 

annual report. A total of 106 hazards logged and 38 secured on the HTNF by NDOM during 2013. 
Provided Ken Mass with the report per our Programmatic Agreement.  

9. Went to Perry canyon with Brian from EPS to get cost estimates for the closures on the Pyramid closure 
project. Revisited 15 sites.  

10. With EPS, secured ST-0067 (Sutro air shaft #4) with a 198’ circumference, 6’ tall chain link fence with 
3 strands of barbed wire on top.  

11. Visited Rosebud and Double O mines in Pershing County with John Callan. Revisited 31 sites, logged 
17 hazards and 23 non-hazards. Updated all hazards UTM’s and photos for summer 2014 BOR closures.  

12. Responded to claimants from the 12/13/2013 mail out. Created maps and provided photos.  
13. Provided each Board of County Commissioners Nevada’s AML County statistics per NRS 513.094 

section 2. 
AML Hazard Statistics 

Data as of: 1/31/2014 

COUNTY SITES DISCOVERED 
SITES 

SECURED % SECURED 
TOTAL 

UNSECURED 
% UNSECURED 

STATEWIDE 

Carson 76 76 100.00% 0 0.0% 
Churchill 667 549 82.31% 118 3.3% 

Clark 2,145 1,654 77.11% 491 13.8% 
Douglas 199 186 93.47% 13 0.4% 

Elko 661 527 79.73% 134 3.8% 
Esmeralda 2,651 2,308 87.06% 343 9.6% 

Eureka 775 706 91.10% 69 1.9% 
Humboldt 797 700 87.83% 97 2.7% 

Lander 575 473 82.26% 102 2.9% 
Lincoln 686 545 79.45% 141 4.0% 

Lyon 1,025 866 84.49% 159 4.5% 
Mineral 1,540 1,314 85.32% 226 6.3% 

Nye 2,521 1,860 73.78% 661 18.5% 
Pershing 1,475 1,042 70.64% 433 12.1% 
Storey 193 158 81.87% 35 1.0% 

Washoe  428 394 92.06% 34 1.0% 
White Pine 1,423 910 63.95% 513 14.4% 

TOTAL (Since 1987) 17,837 14,268 79.99% 3569 
2014 Year to Date 22 23 104.54% 11 

 
 

AML / GIS  
Rachel Wearne 
 

1. Queried the database to determine owners and claimants who had not responded to previous AML 
Notifications from April 2012 through June of 2013 whose hazards were still unsecured in the database. 
Located these hazards and re-researched all sites to determine which owners/claimants to send the 



second round of notification letters to. When these letters go out, the corresponding counties will be 
notified as well. Updated the database with new ownership changes.  

2. Completed routine back-up and archiving of the AML photo database. 
3. Researched several AML hazards belonging to claimants that had been notified but letters were returned 

to sender. Updated the database with any new information. Letters will be sent to new claimants in 
following notification mail outs.  

4. Continued working on planning for the summer interns. Worked with ArcGIS to determine high risk 
areas, unsecured orphaned hazards, AML sites in high population and high traffic areas, and work on 
USFS land. Will use this information to determine where to send the interns during their 13 weeks of 
employment.  

5. Spoke with several claimants regarding the securing of AML features on their claims and property. 
Received securing documentation for several sites and added the new information to the AML database 

6. With Debbie, began working with Ektron (state of Nevada website software) on updating our website. 
Created a new sitemap and discussed best ways to organize the new site. Used the Ektron training site to 
begin familiarizing myself with using the new software. 

7. Attended the Education Committee meeting at the Nevada Mining Association in order to discuss the 
upcoming Las Vegas Teachers Workshop.  

8. Compiled hazard ID sheets, photos, and GIS data for Brian Breiter (EPS) in order to complete some 
AML work in the Virginia City area. 

9. Worked on compiling the yearly notification letters to the counties and corresponding spreadsheets.  
10. Created maps showing loggings and securings done on USFS land during 2013 for the year-end report.  
11. Traveled to Silver Lake Elementary school in Reno to teach the Mining in a Nutshell activity to 3 fourth 

grade classes.  
12. Created a macro in excel to download all non-hazards logged using the GPS units while in the field. The 

macro enables the data collected to be transferred seamlessly into the AML non-hazards database.  
13. Compiled information and maps for the upcoming CMR meeting. 

 
AML/Public Awareness – Southern Nevada 
Bill Durbin 

 
1. Completed Max Ridenour’s Eagle Project reconnaissance site visit.  Three hazards will be secured and 

repairs to a previously secured site will be made in the Fourth of July Mountain area east of Searchlight, 
Clark County.  Tentative project date is Saturday, January 25, 2014.  

2. Prepped materials for Jonathan Walker’s Eagle Scout AML securing project scheduled for January 11, 
2014. 

3. Bureau of Reclamation permanent AML closures:  Logged in 9 Clark County closures completed in 
November 2013 and 16 Clark County closures completed in December, 2013.  

4. Work begun on the forms for nomination of NDOM for the Interstate Mining Compact Commission 
National Minerals Education Award.  

5. Prepped materials for Max Ridenour’s Eagle Scout Service Project scheduled for Saturday, January 25.  
6. Conducted preliminary land status research on an un-logged AML hazard north of Searchlight 

discovered by the BOR mine closure crew.  The hazard was investigated, ranked and posted.  Four non-
hazards were logged in the same area. 

7. Attended Nevada Mining Association Education Committee meeting in Reno.  Finalized schedule and 
classroom sessions for the 2014 Las Vegas teacher workshop and planning for Nevada Reading Week 
and other up-coming events. 

8. Completed two Eagle Scout abandoned mine fencing projects in Clark County.  Five hazards were 
secured and 4 previously existing fences were repaired.  To-date, 143 Scout projects have been 
completed.  Scouts have secured 652 hazards and made repairs to 133 previously existing securings.  

9. Collected 5 buckets of conglomerate near Frenchman Mountain in Clark County for teacher workshop 
rock kits. 

10. Attended Tonopah Historic Mining Park Foundation Board meeting in Henderson. 



11. Conducted revisits to three AML sites in the Searchlight and Keyhole Canyon areas of Clark County. 
12. Bill and Debbie attended NDOM staff meeting via phone. 
13. Prepped materials for Colton Myhre’s Eagle Scout project scheduled for Saturday, February 1. 
14. Logged in 27 securings provided by Scorpio Gold for their work on the Goldwedge property near 

Manhattan. 
15. Conducted “dry run” for the CMR field trip to Tule Springs Fossil Site scheduled for February 14.  

Tentative field trip schedule completed and sent to Valerie. 
16. Notified Valley of Fire State Park management of the securing of two AML hazards near the eastern 

border of the State Park southwest of Overton, Clark County. 
17. Conducted AML claim research for hazards in Lincoln County.  Hazard ID sheets were updated and 

changes made in the AML database. 
 
Oil and Gas and Geothermal 
 
Lowell Price 
 

1. Toured portion of Patua Field, inspecting four wells, inspected the two wells in North Willow Creek 
Field (shut-in), inspected Geyser Petroleum Pipeline Canyon well, visited Portuguese Mountain well, 
portions of Trap Spring and Eagles Springs Fields, along with Foreland Refinery in Railroad Valley, and 
toured a portion of McGinness Hills with Rich and Jim Faulds. Witnessed intermediate casing BOPE 
tests on the McGinness Hills 25-10 and 27-10 production wells. Attended CMR meeting related to 
possible changes in oil permitting and sundry fees, will require BDR’s, and proposed changes to NAC 
522 for regulations related to hydraulic fracturing. Five domestic wells were permitted, four pre-
existing, and one oil well was permitted. Eight geothermal sundries and nine oil sundries were approved. 
Mike and I witnessed successful casing pressure test at Portuguese Mountain 14A-12 and toured 
portions of fields in Railroad Valley and a portion of McGinness Hills Field. 

 


