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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

• Industry and Public Relations – Presentations on the new hydraulic fracturing regulations were given to the 
Humboldt, Eureka and Lander County Commissions at their regularly scheduled public meetings.  Most of 
the questions from the public were related to water use and “is fracking safe”? 

• Minerals Education –Division Staff gave 4 presentations which reached 110 members of the public.  One 
member of staff attended the McCaw School of Mines Board meeting and four staff members attended the 
Sierra Nevada Journeys education workshop for the new earth science Nevada Academic Contents Standards. 

• Abandoned Mine Lands (AML)    – 8 interns completed 13 weeks of AML closure work on August 15th.   
There were no vehicle accidents or safety incidents for the summer and the scope of AML work was 
completed.  Year-to-date, 723 mine hazards have been logged and 693 have been secured.  A safety bbq and 
career session was held with staff and interns on their last day of work.   

• Reclamation Bond Pool. There was one addition to the plan-level bond pool in August, Dun Glen Mining 
Corporation, with a $359,155 bond for reclamation obligations at their Dun Glen Placer Mine.  In the notice-
level bond pool, there were two releases.  There remain seven unpaid bond premium payments from five 
participants who will be sent 30-day notice letters of impending termination. 

• Oil, Gas and Geothermal (OGG) Permitting and Inspections –   Two geothermal drilling permits were issued 
to Ormat and 11 sundries were reviewed and approved.   One oil drilling permit was issued to Andromeda oil, 
and 4 oil sundries were reviewed and approved.  Two geothermal BOPE inspections were witnessed and field 
inspections of oil, gas and geothermal fields were ongoing. 
 

Financial, Personnel and Projects:  
  

• The Division was fully staffed with 11 full-time employees and the NDOM reserve balance at the end of 
August  was $777,176.   The NDOM budget for the next biennium (2016-17) was submitted to the 
Department of Administration on August 29th.  Our budget review meeting is scheduled for September 16th.  
The budget assumptions were presented to the Commission on August 28, 2104.   GIS/AML Field Specialist 
Rachel Wearne accepted a position at the NBMG effective September 12, 2014.  Lucia Patterson has accepted 
an offer to replace Rachel.  Lucia was a top interviewee during an earlier recruiting this year.  She holds an 
MSc in Geology from UNR, has significant GIS, database and field experience, and worked for several years 
in the exploration industry in Nevada.  She is an active member of the GSN.     

• Bill draft for the CMR-approved changes to NRS 522: The Commission and Governor’s office- approved 
changes to NAC 522 which would allow the Commission to set fees through rule-making is now listed in the 
Bill Draft Requests for the 2015 session as “BDR 344”.    

• Development of regulations for hydraulic fracturing – The proposed HF regulations were adopted with minor 
changes at the Commission on Mineral Resources hearing in Elko on August 28th.  The Mining Oversight and 
Accountability Commission (MOAC) will have an opportunity to comment on the regulations at their 
September 24th meeting in Carson City.  The regulations, information statement, small business impact 
statement and other required documents were submitted to the LCB on September 12.  The final step in the 
process before the regulations become active is a review by the Legislative Commission's Subcommittee to 
Review Regulations (NRS 233B.067).  The date of this meeting has not yet been set. 

 Dennis Bryan; Small-Scale Mining and Prospecting 
Richard DeLong; Large-Scale Mining 
Arthur Henderson; Oil and Gas 

Commission on Mineral Resources John Mudge; Large-Scale Mining 
David Parker; Exploration  and Development 

  John H. Snow; Geothermal Resources Fred D. Gibson, Jr., Chairman; General Public 



  
  
MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORTS 
 
Reclamation Bond Pool:   
Mike Visher 
 

1. There was one addition to the plan-level bond pool in August, Dun Glen Mining Corporation with a 
$359,155 bond for reclamation obligations at their Dun Glen Placer Mine (NDEP Permit # 0346).  In 
the notice-level bond pool, there were two releases.  There remain seven unpaid bond premium 
payments from five participants who will be sent 30-day notice letters of impending termination. 

2. End-of-August financial summary of bond pool: 

             
 
Mining, Land and Other Issues:   
Mike Visher 
 

1. Completed work on the 2013 Major Mines publication, with the final draft under review at NBMG.  
2. Worked with Lowell and Erik on the well inspection risk assessment methodology, spreadsheet, and 

protocol. 
3. Conducted well inspections with Lowell in Jersey Valley and Pine Valley using risk assessment 

protocol. 
4. Worked with Rich and Linda on FY16-17 budget forecasts and FY14 year-end closing documents 

and final Work Programs. 
5. Attended mandatory Single Audit Reporting training class. 
6. Attended NBMG Advisory Board meeting. 
7. Attended CMR Hearing and quarterly CMR meeting in Elko. 

 
Abandoned Mine Lands Program-Chief 
Robert Ghiglieri 
 

1. Finished the 2014 Summer Internship program with a total of 284 hazards secured, 451 hazards 
logged, 332 hazards re-visited, and 2,945 non-hazards logged. The interns drove over 29,000 miles 
and worked in 13 different counties 

2. Week 12 intern field work consisted of 17 securings, 30 loggings, 15 revisits, and 164 non-hazards 
in Elko, Lander, and Nye counties with Erik and Rachel. 

Reclamation Bond Pool Status Report Current to: 8/29/2014

Plan-level Bonds -Company Project Entry Date Bond Amount % of Pool Comments Deposit
Premiums 
Paid

% Bond 
Whole

Custom Details Bovie-Lew 11/17/2006 $25,364.00 0.78% 12,217.11$      $17,710.10 118.0%
Art Wilson Silverpeak 9/5/1991 $124,017.00 3.82% 18,602.55$      $125,681.80 116.3%
Nevada Rae Black Rock Canyon 4/15/2005 $369,255.00 11.37% 197,937.54$    $212,421.42 111.1%
So. NV Liteweight Money Pit 5/21/2004 $395,514.00 12.18% 213,055.61$    $210,754.58 107.2%
Specialty Clays Bentonite 12/11/1997 $209,900.00 6.46% 31,485.00$      $174,104.44 97.9%
Western Mine Dev. Victorine Mine 5/24/2000 $45,875.39 1.41% terminated -$                
Western Mine Dev. Kingston Mill 5/24/2000 $100,450.00 3.09% terminated -$                
Western Mine Dev. Manhattan Mill 5/24/2000 $114,288.77 3.52% terminated -$                
TNT Venture Big Canyon 1/27/2010 $60,711.00 1.87% 30,664.40$      $27,173.54 95.3%
Dun Glen Mining Dun Glen 8/11/2014 $359,155.00 11.06% 192,159.52$    $30,287.99 61.9%
Statewide Notice-Level Various various $1,443,340.00 44.44% 112 Notice-level bonds

Total Bond Amount $3,247,870.16 100.00

Cash in Pool's Account (From BSR - 8/29/14) $4,007,021.04

Unfunded Amount -$759,150.88

Percent funded 123.4%



3. Week 13 intern field work consisted of 11 securings, one logging, 28 revisits, and 15 non-hazards in 
Lyon, Mineral, and Storey counties.  

4. Launched the new AML Access database (V2) that will be able to capture better notification, 
securings, research and ownership history. 

5. Performed an owner notification mail out to all unsecured hazards that were logged since December 
2013 and have had the ownership researched. A total of 85 owners and 286 hazards. 

6. Responded with maps, photos, and any other information to claimants from the 8/15/2014 
notification. 

7. Attended the summer Commission on Mineral Resource Meeting in Elko and updated the 
commissioners on the AML program. 

8. Held a meeting with the US Army Corps regarding the possibility of them building NDOM a new 
AML database. Although the funding has not officially been obligated we were informed to start the 
planning process to prepare for the new database.  

9. Performed a down-hole camera survey on DO-0092 to see if there is and wildlife possibility and to 
determine the closure method. 

10. Attended the Sierra Journeys Education workshop to help instruct the teachers in a more efficient 
manner at the Earth Science Workshops.  

11. Started compiling the Cultural Resource Avoidance Certificates (CRAC) reports for all hazards 
secured on BLM land from 2012-2014 by NDOM or an NDOM contractor. These will go to the 
appropriate field offices and then eventually to the State Historic Preservation Office.  

12. Researched and found a possible Eagle Scout Project Location for Ryan Newman. 
 
AML Hazard Statistics 

COUNTY SITES 
DISCOVERED 

SITES 
SECURED 

% 
SECURED 

TOTAL 
UNSECURED 

% 
UNSECURED 
STATEWIDE 

Carson 76 76 100% 0 0.00% 
Churchill 707 567 80% 140 3.64% 
Clark 2,153 1,678 78% 475 12.34% 
Douglas 203 194 96% 9 0.23% 
Elko 783 579 74% 204 5.30% 
Esmeralda 2,789 2,373 85% 416 10.81% 
Eureka 774 707 91% 67 1.74% 
Humboldt 797 700 88% 97 2.52% 
Lander 589 495 84% 94 2.44% 
Lincoln 711 572 80% 139 3.61% 
Lyon 1,028 889 86% 139 3.61% 
Mineral 1,620 1,347 83% 273 7.09% 
Nye 2,590 1,929 74% 661 17.18% 
Pershing 1,584 1,098 69% 486 12.63% 
Storey 197 176 89% 21 0.55% 
Washoe  445 395 89% 50 1.30% 
White Pine 1,554 977 63% 577 14.99% 
TOTAL (Since 1987) 18,600 14,752 79% 3848 100.00% 
2014 Year to Date 723 693 96% 

  Data as of 9/04/2014 
 
 
AML / GIS  
Rachel Wearne 



 
1. Completed routine back-up and archiving of the AML photo database. 
2. Completed database QA/QC on new sites inventoried, existing hazards, and new non-hazards. 

Made changes and added missing information for features in the Access Database. Worked on 
resolving owner address issues and re-researched sites with unknown owners.  

3. Received several new hazards from the BLM logged in Elko County. Finished adding this new 
information to the database and assigning new hazard ID numbers to the sites inventoried. Added 
photos to the archive and informed BLM of the new hazard ID numbers. These sites are planned to 
be secured by BLM in the future.  

4. Received new securing information from Ken Maas (USFS) on closures done in the Treasure City 
area of White Pine County in August. Added the new information to our records. 

5. Worked with the summer interns on adding photos, non-hazards, hazards, and revisits to the AML 
database.  

6. Traveled to Ely with the summer interns for their last field week. Worked on logging and securing 
several sites and assisted the interns with their day to day field plans.  

7. Attended the Sierra Nevada Journeys workshop at their ranch in Portola. Learned about different 
teaching methods and best practices to use when teaching groups of students. 

8. Attended the Nevada Mining Associations Education Committee meeting.  
9. Created maps for the upcoming CMR meeting. Attended the Hydraulic Fracturing Public hearing 

and the quarterly CMR meeting in Elko.  
10. Worked with Debbie on re-vamping the AML database. Ran through several tests and made sure 

the changes would take effect properly before making the switch. Ran several additional queries to 
find mistakes and worked towards correcting any errors. As of August 20th the new database was 
online and  

11. Began dealing with responses and questions asked in response to the AML hazard notification mail 
out.  

12. Worked with Erik on proper land status research techniques and how to conduct research in 
different counties.  

13. Received information from Jason Williams (NDOW) regarding survey work that was completed at 
the Robinson Mine in White Pine County. Worked on comparing his data with ours and updated 
our records accordingly.  

14. Continued work on updated the NDOM website and organizing files and folders associated with 
the website.  
 

AML/Oil/Gas/Geothermal/GIS  
Erik Langenfield 
 

1. Railroad Valley with Utah inspector 
2. Field- Ely (Interns)  
3. Sierra Nevada Journeys- Workshop for Education Committee 
4. Field- Lucky Boy Quad, revisits and loggings 
5. Work on BOP Form 
6. Land Research 
7. Work on Commissioners' Meeting Presentation 
8. Mail Out Response/ Address Corrections 
9. BOP Test-San Emidio 
10. Commissioners' Meeting Elko         

     
AML/Public Awareness – Southern Nevada 
Bill Durbin 

 
1. Delivered “Stay Out and Stay Alive” handout materials to the Tonopah Historic Mining Park. 



2. Delivered refurbished display unit to the Carson City office. 
3. Debbie continued work on 2016-2017 Division budget with Linda. 
4. Attended Sierra Nevada Journeys education workshop at their Grizzly Creek facility in Portola, 

CA.  Focus on incorporation of the new Nevada Academic Contents Standards. 
5. Attended Nevada Mining Association Education Committee meeting in Reno.  Recap of the 2014 

Reno teacher workshop and planning for the 2015 workshops:  Las Vegas – March 30 through 
April 1; Reno – July 13 through 16. 

6. Picked up refurbished Las Vegas display unit from Skyline Exhibits. 
7. Working on Cultural Resource Avoidance Certification forms for AML securing work completed 

on BLM lands in Clark and southern Nye Counties. 
8. Attended McCaw School of Mines Foundation Board meeting.  The 2015 fund-raiser will be held 

at the Henderson Convention Center on Saturday, April 26, 2015.  The Haunted Mine Halloween 
3-day event will take place on Thursday, October 23 for the Gordon McCaw students and families 
and open to the public on Friday and Saturday, October 24-25.  Plans are in the works for the 
Mine’s participation in the Nevada 150/Nevada Day parade in Henderson. 

9. The Clark County School District has announced that Gordon McCaw Elementary School will 
become a Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) magnet school for the 2015-2016 
school year. 

10. Observed and assisted with a demonstration of LIDAR survey equipment and technology at the 
Tonopah Historic Mining Park with staff from Maptek Engineering. 

11. Collected four buckets of talc from the Shaw Mine in the Palmetto Mining District, Esmeralda 
County, for use in teacher workshop mineral kits. 

12. Investigated and ranked three AML hazards in the Bonnie Claire area of Nye County.  Fenced one 
hazard and posted warning signs at two hazards. 

13. Wrote and submitted an article on the new Boy Scout “Mining in Society” merit badge for the 
Tonopah Historic Mining Park “Tonopah Tailings” newsletter. 

14. Participated in a conference call with John Callan (BLM-NSO) and Lorri Dee Dukes (BLM-
SNFO) to set priority areas for AML permanent closure NEPA work in Clark County.  In July, 
2014, NDOM-LV submitted a list to John Callan containing 802 AML hazards on BLM land in 
Clark County and southern Nye County that may be potential candidates for permanent closure. 

15. Re-visits completed for two AML hazards south of Henderson, Clark County.  Repairs made to 
one vandalized fence. 

16. Debbie worked with Rachel on AML database format conversion. 
17. Conducted field investigations near Beatty, Nye County, to determine the presence/absence of 

legal mining claim documentation in an area where there is a conflict between claimants. 
18. Attended a public hearing in Elko, Nevada regarding a Notice of Intent to Act upon a Regulation – 

Amendment of Regulation for Oil and Gas Wells, Wells intended for Hydraulic Fracturing, and for 
Geothermal Wells. 

19. Attended the Commission on Mineral Resources meeting – Elko, Nevada.  Presented updates on 
Southern Nevada AML activities, Public Awareness and Education, including a summary of the 
2014 Reno teacher workshop and a McCaw School of Mines status update. 

20. Collected shale in Elko County for use in 2015 teacher workshop rock kits. 
 

Geothermal, Oil and Gas Other 
Lowell Price 
 

1.  During the month of August, eleven geothermal and four sundries were reviewed and approved. 
Four oil well permit applications, along with associated drilling programs, were also reviewed, one 
for Makoil in Coal Valley (located in T1S R59E Sec 14, between the Golden and Seaman Ranges 
in Lincoln County), and three for Noble Energy in their Desert Moon federal unit area near Jiggs. 
The Makoil proposal is for a conventional well, whereas, the three Noble proposals are for 
unconventional wells. NDOM has received approved BLM APD’s for two of the wells, but 



NDOM is waiting for the relevant Area of Review (AOR) information before moving the permit 
applications forward. Mike and I inspected twelve geothermal wells at Jersey Valley and three oil 
wells at the Blackburn Field on August 27th during our trip to Elko for the CMR hearing on the 
proposed regulation changes to NAC 522 and the subsequent CMR quarterly meeting. The 
Commission on Mineral Resources approved the proposed NAC 522 regulatory changes, with 
minor modifications, during the hearing on the morning of August 28th. I inspected twelve 
geothermal wells at Tuscarora on August 29th. Erik witnessed the surface casing BOPE tests at the 
US Geothermal San Emidio well on August 26th. 

 
 


