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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AND MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORTS 
DECEMBER 2015 

 
• Industry and Public Relations –   Maps of high mineral potential within the proposed  mineral 

withdrawal areas were developed and submitted to the Governor’s office for use in the State’s 
comments to BLM, which are due January 15.  Three Division members staffed a booth and gave 
presentations on Nevada mineral exploration and production at the annual meeting of the American 
Exploration and Mining Association (AEMA) in Spokane. 

  
• Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) –  Staff attended the Nevada bat working group meeting, 

completed requests for funding from the BLM assistance agreement, prepared the first notification 
mail-out to claimants with unsecured hazards on their claims and spent one week with four interns 
in Churchill County logging, revisiting and securing hazards. Coordination with TerraSpectra and 
State Enterprise IT improved usability of the SQL AML database. 

  
 SITES 

DISCOVERED 
SITES SECURED % SECURED UNSECURED 

Year-to-Date 2015 662 870 128%  
Total since 1987 19,365 15,685 81% 3,680 

 
• Oil, Gas and Geothermal Permitting and Inspections   Two geothermal permits were issued in 

December: Ormat’s Tungsten Mountain 45A-22 and Dixie Hope 23A-8.  Ormat spud the 23A-8 
production well in January. Gradient Resources plugged and abandoned three observation wells 
on the east side of the Patua Field in December. Eleven geothermal sundry notices were approved 
in December. No oil permits were issued and no well were drilled in December; three-oil related 
sundry notices were processed and approved.  Letters to all oil, gas and geothermal operators 
informing of the regulation changes and fees effective in 2016 were sent at the end of the month. 
 
The following table summarizes year-to-date inspections: 

 
  

Total Wells 
Wells 
Needed for 
FY16 

 
Wells 
Inspected 

 
% of Total 
Needed 

 
Wells 
Remaining 

Geothermal 456 152 127   
Oil 127 43 34   

Totals 583 195 161 83% 34 
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• Minerals Education and Outreach – NDOM Staff gave 20 presentations which reached 2,407 
members of the public.  8 presentations were in Southern Nevada, 8 in Northern Nevada and 4 out-
of-state.  Bill, Garrett and Lucia were very active with classroom presentations on minerals and 
commodities, Nevada mining, AML safety and geologic history. 
 

 December, 2015 2015 Year 

# of Presentations 20 192 

# of Attendees 2,407 18,482 

 
• Reclamation Bond Pool – Processed two notice-level reductions and three releases in December.  

The bond pool currently has 9 plan-level bonds and 92 notice-level bonds.  The following table 
shows the end-of-December financial summary of bond pool: 
 

   
 
Financial, Personnel, Safety and Projects: 
 

• The Division was staffed at budget with 11 full-time employees. 
• The reserve balance was $1,433,929 on December 31, 2015. 
• Upon approval of the Interim Legislative Committee on December 21, 2015, regulation 

updates for Chapter 522 (Oil and Gas) and Chapter 534A (Geothermal resources) became 
effective. 

• Proposed changes to regulations in NAC 513 (Commission on Mineral Resources; Division 
of Minerals) completed LCB legal review on January 7, 2016.  Public workshops will be 
posted in January.   These proposed changes clean up obsolete abandoned mine lands 
securing language and include a $1.50 per claim fee increase to the statutory limit of $10 per 
claim.  

 
 
 
 



 
   
  
 


