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INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE GUIDE 
 
 

PREFACE 
 
 
 The State of Nevada allows those who wish to run for a partisan office as 
a candidate with no political affiliation to run as an independent candidate.  An 
independent candidate is one “who has been nominated for a partisan office but 
who is registered with no political affiliation…”(Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 
293.063).  The independent candidate may qualify to appear on the General 
Election ballot by completing a petition process in addition to complying with 
other candidate filing requirements. 
 

A person may not file as an independent candidate if he/she is proposing 
to run as a candidate of a political party.  An independent candidate may run for 
a nonpartisan office without using the petition process. 

 
It is important to note that this guide is for general information only 

and does not have the force and effect of Nevada law, regulation, or rule.  
Interested citizens should obtain the most recent version of NRS, as Nevada’s 
Election Laws are amended each legislative session. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEAN HELLER 
Secretary of State, Elections Division 

101 North Carson Street, Suite 3 
Carson City, Nevada 89701-4786 

Bus:  (775) 684-5705 Fax:  (775) 684-5718 
E-mail:  nvelect@govmail.state.nv.us 

Website:  www.sos.state.nv.us 
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INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE GUIDE 
 
 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES 
 
 
 Independent candidates must qualify to appear on the General Election 
ballot.  To qualify, an Independent Candidate must first qualify through a petition 
process as discussed below, then the independent candidate must file with the 
appropriate filing officer a Declaration of Candidacy.  (NRS 293.200) 
 
 
 
 

DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY 
 
 
 An independent candidate for partisan office must file a Declaration of 
Candidacy and pay the statutory filing fee with the proper filing officer at any 
time from Monday, May 6, 2002, through 5:00 p.m. Monday, May 20, 2002.  
(NRS 293.200(10)) 
 

Filing officer means the Secretary of State, County or City Clerk or any 
other officer authorized by law to receive designations and declarations of 
candidacy, certificates and acceptances of nomination or any other nomination 
papers.  (NRS 293.057) 
 

For United States Senator, Representatives in Congress, statewide 
offices, state senators and assemblymen to be elected from districts comprising 
more than one county, and all other offices whose districts comprise more than 
one county, the filing officer shall be the Secretary of State.  (NRS 293.185(1)) 

 
For Representatives in Congress and district offices voted for wholly within 

one county, state senators and assemblymen to be elected from districts 
comprising but one or part of one county, county and township officers, the filing 
officer shall be the County Clerk.  (NRS 293.185(2)) 

 
A list of County Clerks/Registrars & City Clerks can be found in the 

Appendix. 
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INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE GUIDE 
 
 

THE PETITION OF CANDIDACY 
 
 

Signatures Required 
 
 There are two ways in which an independent candidate can qualify to be 
placed on the ballot for the 2002 General Election.  Both involve the circulating of 
a petition as follows: 
 

1. Submitting a petition to the filing officer containing a number of 
valid signatures equal to at least 1% of the total number of 
ballots cast at the last General Election for the office for which 
the candidate seeks election.  The filing officer will determine 
the number of signatures needed for the petition (NRS 
293.200(1)(b)(1)); or 

 
2. Submitting a petition to the filing officer containing 250 valid 

signatures of registered voters if the candidate is a candidate for 
statewide office, or containing 100 valid signatures of registered 
voters if the candidate is a candidate for any office other than a 
statewide office.  (NRS 293.200(1)(b)(2)) 

 
NOTE:  If the office is new due to redistricting, then the candidate must 
select option 2. 
 

The candidate must file a copy of the petition with the appropriate filing 
officer prior to circulating the document for signatures not earlier than January 2, 
2002, and not later than April 15, 2002  (NRS 293.200 (1)(a)).  After the petition 
is circulated for signatures, it must be submitted to the County Clerk/Registrar of 
Voters of the county or counties where it was circulated for signature verification 
not later than April 15, 2002.  (NRS 293.200 (2)).  Within 4 days after 
submission, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and holidays the County 
Clerk/Registrar shall determine the total number of signatures and forward that 
information to the Secretary of State.  (NRS 293.1276 (1)) 
 
 

Who Signs the Petition 
 
 Only registered voters of the county in which the petition is circulated may 
sign the document.  If the office is a district office, only registered voters of that 
district may sign the petition.  (NRS 293.200(2)) 
 
NOTE:  Any registered voter within the appropriate district may sign the petition.  
The registered voter who signs the petition may be affiliated with any political 
party and will not lose that party standing or the right to vote in the 2002 Primary 
or General Election by signing the petition. 
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Petition Format 
 

 The petition may consist of more than one document.  (NRS 293.200(2)) 
 

 Each document of the petition may consist of one or more pages and must be 
bound together.  (NRS 293.12758(5); NAC 293.182(2)) 

 
 Each document must bear the name of a county, and only registered voters of 

that county may sign the document.  (NRS 293.200(2)) 
 

 The petition MAY state the principle, if any, which the candidate represents.  
(NRS 293.200(3)) 

 
 The petition may NOT contain the name of more than one candidate for each 

office to be filled.  (NRS 293.200(5)) 
 

 Each document must contain sequentially numbered spaces for the printed name 
of each person who signs the document, the signature of the person signing, the 
resident address of the person signing, the name of the county where the person 
who signs is registered to vote and the date of the signature.  (NRS 293.200(2); 
NAC 293.182(1)(a)) 

 
 Each document must contain an affidavit of the person who circulated the 

document.  The affidavit must be on the last page of each document and be 
signed before a person authorized by law to administer oaths in the State of 
Nevada (a notary public).  (NRS 293.200(2)) 

 
 The circulator is not required to be a registered voter in Nevada. 

(Attorney General Opinion #99-37, dated 12/01/99) 
 

 Each signature on the petition must be in ink.  The County Clerk/Registrar will 
disregard any signature that is not signed in ink.  (NRS 293.12758(4)) 

 
 Each page of the document must be sequentially numbered.  The County 

Clerk/Registrar cannot accept a petition unless each page, including blank pages 
of the petition are numbered.  (NRS 293.12758(3)) 

 
NOTE: Sample petition is provided in the appendix. 

 
 
 
 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE DOES NOT APPROVE THE LEGALITY OF 
THE PETITION LANGUAGE OR THE PETITION FORM 
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Verification Process 
 
1. All documents must be submitted to the appropriate County Clerk/Registrar at 
the same time. The County Clerk/Registrar counts the total number of signatures on the 
petition and forwards that number to the Secretary of State.  This is the “raw count.”  
(NRS 293.1276) 
 
Time frame:  The County Clerk/Registrar must complete the raw count within 4 days of 
receipt of the petition (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, holidays and the day the petition 
is received).  (NRS 293.1276(1)) 
 
 
 
2. Based on the raw count information received from the County Clerk/Registrar 
the Secretary of State determines whether the number of signatures is 100% of the 
number needed.  If the raw count indicates that the petition contains less than 100% of 
the signatures needed, the Secretary of State notifies the person who submitted the 
petition and the County Clerk/Registrar that no further action need be taken on the 
petition.  If the raw count indicates that the petition contains more than 100% of the 
signatures needed, the Secretary of State notifies the County Clerk/Registrar. 
(NRS 293.1276(2); NRS 293.1277(1)) 
 
Time frame:  Immediately after the Secretary of State receives the raw count from all 
counties.  (NRS 293.1277(1)) 
 
 
 
3. If the Secretary of State notifies the County Clerk/Registrar that the petition 
contains the number of signatures needed for it to be sufficient, the County 
Clerk/Registrar begins actually examining the signatures. If more than 500 names have 
been submitted, the County Clerk/Registrar shall randomly sample 500 or 5% of the 
signatures (whichever is greater).  The Secretary of State is notified of the result by the 
filing of a Certificate of Results of the signature verification.  (NRS 293.1277(2)) 
 
Time frame:  Signature verification must be completed within 9 days (excluding 
Saturdays, Sundays, holidays and the day the Secretary of State’s notification is 
received) after the County Clerk/Registrar receives notification from the Secretary of 
State.  (NRS 293.1277(1)) 
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Determination of Sufficiency 
(Finding based on the result of the random sampling) 

 
1. The Secretary of State finds that the number of valid signatures is less than 90% 
of the number required.  (NRS 293.1278(1)) 
 
Result:  The petition fails.  No further action is taken.  (NRS 293.1278(1)) 
 
 
2. The Secretary of State finds that the number of valid signatures is greater than 
100% of the number required.  (NRS 293.1278(2)) 
 
Result:  The petition qualifies.  The Secretary of State notifies the petitioners and the 
County Clerk/Registrar.  (NRS 293.1278(2))  The name of the independent candidate 
must be placed on the general election ballot and the independent candidate must file 
the appropriate filing fee and declaration with filing officer during prescribed period.  
(NRS 293.200) 
 
 
3. The Secretary of State finds the number of valid signatures to be greater than 
90% but less than 100% of the number required.  (NRS 293.1279(1)) 
 
Result: The Secretary of State orders the county clerk/registrar to verify all 
signatures until it is determined that 100% of the number of signatures of registered 
voters needed to declare the petition sufficient are valid.  This process must be 
completed by the County Clerk/Registrar within 12 days after the order of the Secretary 
of State (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, holidays and the day the Secretary of State’s 
order is received).  If the verification shows the petition has less than 100% of the 
number needed, the petition fails and no future action is taken.  (NRS 293.1279) 
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FILING AN APPEAL 
 
 

If an independent candidate petition fails for lack of signatures, the person who 
submitted the petition may challenge the signature verification by filing an appeal with 
the Secretary of State.  The appeal must (NRS 293.12793): 
 

a. Be filed within 5 working days after receipt of the Secretary of 
State’s determination of sufficiency; 

 
b. Include the reasons for the appeal; and 

 
c. Include a statement of the number of signatures, if any, that the 

County Clerk/Registrar determined were invalid. 
 

If the appeal is based on the results of the signature verification, the Secretary of 
State shall (NRS 293.12795): 
 

a. If the Secretary of State agrees with the person who filed the 
appeal, order the County Clerk/Registrar to re-certify the petition to 
include all contested signatures, which the Secretary of State 
determines are valid as verified signatures.  

 
 b. If the Secretary of State does not agree with the person who filed 

the appeal, notify that person and the County Clerk/Registrar that 
the petition remains insufficient. 

 
If the Secretary of State is unable to make a decision on the appeal based upon 

the documents submitted, he may order the County Clerk/Registrar to re-verify the 
signatures.  The decision of the Secretary of State is a final decision for the 
purposes of judicial review.  The decision of the Secretary of State may be appealed, 
but only in the First Judicial District Court in Carson City, Nevada. 
(NRS 293.12793-.12795) 
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COURT CHALLENGES 
 
 
Challenging the candidacy of an Independent Candidate. 
 

Any person may challenge the candidacy of an independent candidate.  All 
affidavits, documents and other related material in support of the challenge must be 
filed by 5 p.m. on May 27, 2002.  (NRS 293.200(8)) 
 
 
The challenge of candidacy must be filed with: 
 

1. The First Judicial District Court in Carson City, Nevada, if the 
candidate’s filing officer is the Secretary of State (NRS 293.200(9)); 
or 

 
2. If the candidate’s filing officer is the County Clerk/Registrar, the 

District Court in the county is where the candidate files. 
(NRS 293.200(9)) 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
 
 
January 2, 2002 First date to file a copy of the petition with the appropriate filing 

officer before circulating it for signatures. 
(NRS 293.200(1)(a)) 

 
April 15, 2002 Last date to file a copy of the petition with the appropriate filing 

officer before circulating it for signatures. 
(NRS 293.200(1)(a)) 

 
April 15, 2002 Last day for an independent candidate to submit petitions to 

the county clerk/registrar for signature verification. 
(NRS 293.200(2)) 

 
May 6, 2002  First day an independent candidate may file a Declaration of 

Candidacy with the appropriate filing officer. 
(NRS 293.200(10)) 

 
May 20, 2002 Last day an independent candidate may file a Declaration of 

Candidacy with the appropriate filing officer. 
(NRS 293.200(10)) 

 
May 28, 2002 Last day to file a challenge with the appropriate filing officer.  

All affidavits and documents in support of a challenge must be 
filed not later than 5 p.m. 
(NRS 293.200(8)) 

 
May 30, 2002 Last day a candidate may withdraw candidacy. 
 (NRS 293.202) 
 
May 31, 2002 Last day to set a hearing for judicial proceeding resulting from 

the challenge filed. 
(NRS 293.200(8)) 
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List of City Clerks 
List of County Clerks/Registrars 

Sample Independent Candidate Petition 
Pertinent Sections of the Nevada Revised Statutes 

Pertinent Sections of the Nevada Administrative Code 
Attorney General Opinion #99-37 

 







Independent Candidate Petition                                                                 State of Nevada 
  
    Petition of Candidacy of_________________________________ 
 

             For the Office of____________________________ 
                                             
                     [Note:  you may insert a statement of the principle, if any, which the person represents.] 
 
 
County of__________________}                                                                        (Only registered voters of this County may sign below.) 
 

          This space for 
           office use only  

PRINT YOUR NAME (last name, first name, initial)    
 

 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS ONLY: 
 

 
1 

 
YOUR SIGNATURE:                                                             DATE: 
 
                                                                                               /          / 

 
 
CITY:                                   COUNTY: 

 
 

 
PRINT YOUR NAME (last name, first name, initial)    
 

 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS ONLY: 
 

 
2 

 
YOUR SIGNATURE:                                                             DATE: 
 
                                                                                               /          / 

 
 
CITY:                                   COUNTY: 

 
 

 
PRINT YOUR NAME (last name, first name, initial)    
 

 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS ONLY: 
 

 
3 

 
YOUR SIGNATURE:                                                             DATE: 
 
                                                                                               /          / 

 
 
CITY:                                   COUNTY: 

 
 

 
PRINT YOUR NAME (last name, first name, initial)    
 

 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS ONLY: 
 

 
4 

 
YOUR SIGNATURE:                                                             DATE: 
 
                                                                                               /          / 

 
 
CITY:                                   COUNTY: 

 
 

 
PRINT YOUR NAME (last name, first name, initial)    
 

 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS ONLY: 
 

 
5 

 
YOUR SIGNATURE:                                                             DATE: 
 
                                                                                               /          / 

 
 
CITY:                                   COUNTY: 

 
 

 
PRINT YOUR NAME (last name, first name, initial)    
 

 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS ONLY: 
 

 
6 

 
YOUR SIGNATURE:                                                             DATE: 
 
                                                                                               /          / 

 
 
CITY:                                   COUNTY: 

 
 

 
PRINT YOUR NAME (last name, first name, initial)    
 

 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS ONLY: 
 

7 

 
YOUR SIGNATURE:                                                             DATE: 
 
                                                                                               /          / 

 
 
CITY:                                   COUNTY: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 PAGE ____ OF ____ 

 



Independent Candidate Petition                                        State of Nevada  
 

  Petition of Candidacy of___________________________ 
 

  For the Office of____________________ 
 
 

This space for 
office use only  

PRINT YOUR NAME (last name, first name, initial)    
 

 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS ONLY: 
 

8 

 
YOUR SIGNATURE:                                                             DATE: 
 
                                                                                               /          / 

 
 
CITY:                                   COUNTY: 

 
 

 
PRINT YOUR NAME (last name, first name, initial)    
 

 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS ONLY: 
 

 
9 

 
YOUR SIGNATURE:                                                             DATE: 
 
                                                                                               /          / 

 
 
CITY:                                   COUNTY: 

 
 

 
PRINT YOUR NAME (last name, first name, initial)    
 

 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS ONLY: 
 

 
10 

 
YOUR SIGNATURE:                                                             DATE: 
 
                                                                                               /          / 

 
 
CITY:                                   COUNTY: 

 
 

 
[Place affidavit on last page of document] 

 
AFFIDAVIT OF CIRCULATOR 

 
(To be completed by the person who circulated the petition after all signatures have been obtained) 

 
STATE OF NEVADA  ) 
    ) 
COUNTY OF ____________) 
 
I,________________________, (print name), being first duly sworn under penalty of perjury, depose and say:  (1) that I  
reside at ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(print street, city and state); (2) that I am 18 years of age or older; (3) that I personally circulated this document; (4) that all 
signatures were affixed in my presence; (5) that I believe them to be genuine signatures; and (6) that I believe each individual who 
signed was at the time of signing a registered voter in the county of his or her residence. 
 

  ______________________________________ 
Subscribed and sworn to or affirmed before me this ________     Signature of Circulator  
 
day of ________________, ________, by ________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
   Notary Public or person authorized to administer an oath 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prescribed by Secretary of State 
NRS 293.200 
EL503 (rev. 02/00) 

 
PAGE ____  OF _____

 



NEVADA REVISED STATUTES 
 
NRS 293.042 “Contest” defined. “Contest” means an adversary proceeding between a candidate for a 
public office who has received the greatest number of votes and any other candidate for that office or, in 
certain cases, any registered voter of the appropriate political subdivision, for the purpose of determining the 
validity of an election.  (Added to NRS by 1975, 935) 
 
NRS 293.044 “County clerk” defined; synonymous with “registrar of voters” in certain counties. 
Except as the term is used in NRS 293.393, whenever the term “county clerk” is used in this Title it means 
“registrar of voters” in those counties where such office has been created pursuant to the provisions of NRS 
244.164.  (Added to NRS by 1965, 670; A 1983, 925)—(Substituted in revision for NRS 293.092) 
 
NRS 293.046 “Deputy clerk” defined. “Deputy clerk” means a deputy clerk for early voting who is 
appointed pursuant to NRS 293.358 to serve as the election officer in charge of the polling place for early 
voting.  (Added to NRS by 1993, 2167) 
 
NRS 293.050 “Election board officer” defined. “Election board officer” means a person appointed to 
assist in the conduct of an election.  (Added to NRS by 1960, 236) 
 
NRS 293.053 “Election board register” defined. “Election board register” means the record of registered 
voters provided to election boards.  (Added to NRS by 1960, 236; A 1995, 2257) 
 
NRS 293.055 “Elector” defined. “Elector” means a person who is eligible to vote under the provisions of 
section 1 of article 2 of the constitution of the State of Nevada.  (Added to NRS by 1960, 236) 
 
NRS 293.057 “Filing officer” defined.  “Filing officer” means the secretary of state, county or city clerk or 
any other officer authorized by law to receive designations and declarations of candidacy, certificates and 
acceptances of nomination or any other nomination papers.  (Added to NRS by 1960, 236; A 1987, 334) 
 
NRS 293.059 “General city election” defined. “General city election” means an election held pursuant to 
NRS 293C.140 or 293C.145. The term includes a general municipal election held pursuant to the provisions 
of a special charter of an incorporated city.  (Added to NRS by 1987, 334; A 1997, 3447) 
 
NRS 293.060 “General election” defined.  “General election” means the election held pursuant to NRS 
293.12755.  (Added to NRS by 1960, 236; A 1987, 334) 
 
NRS 293.063 “Independent candidate” defined. “Independent candidate” means a candidate who has 
been nominated for a partisan office but who is registered with no political party affiliation pursuant to the 
provisions of this Title.  (Added to NRS by 1960, 236; A 1961, 284; 1963, 1386; 1967, 844) 
 
NRS 293.12756  Informational pamphlet concerning petitions; fee. 
      1.  The secretary of state shall prepare an informational pamphlet describing the requirements for filing 
and circulating petitions. The pamphlet must also contain a sample of a petition to demonstrate an 
acceptable format for a petition. 
      2.  The pamphlets must be made available to the public and must be distributed to any person who 
requests a pamphlet upon payment of the applicable fee, if any. The secretary of state may impose a fee for 
the pamphlet in an amount not to exceed the cost to produce the pamphlet. 
      (Added to NRS by 1993, 2664) 

NRS 293.12757 Qualification to sign petition. A person may sign a petition required under the election 
laws of this state on or after the date he is deemed to be registered to vote pursuant to subsection 5 of NRS 
293.517 or subsection 5 of NRS 293.5235.  (Added to NRS by 1999, 3546) 

 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-293.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-244.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-244.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-293.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-293C.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-293C.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-293.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-293.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-293.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-293.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-293.html


NRS 293.12758 Receipt issued by county clerk; requirements for petition. 
      1.  The county clerk shall issue a receipt to any person who submits a petition for the verification of 
signatures or a petition, declaration of or acceptance of candidacy. The receipt must state: 
      (a) The number of documents submitted; 
      (b) The number of pages of each document; and 
      (c) The number of signatures which the person declares are on the petition. 
      2.  If a petition consists of more than one document, all of the documents must be submitted to the 
county clerk for verification at the same time. 
      3.  The county clerk shall not accept a petition unless each page of the petition is numbered. 
      4.  Each signature on the petition must be signed in ink. The county clerk shall disregard any signature 
which is not signed in ink. 
      5.  As used in this section, “document” includes material which is separately compiled and bound 
together and may consist of one or more sheets of paper. 
      (Added to NRS by 1993, 2664) 

 NRS 293.1276 County clerk to forward number of signatures to secretary of state; notice of failure to 
file required number of signatures; handling of petition. 
      1.  Within 4 days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and holidays, after the submission of a petition 
containing signatures which are required to be verified pursuant to NRS 293.128, 293.165, 293.172, 
293.200, 295.056, 298.109, 306.035 or 306.110, the county clerk shall determine the total number of 
signatures affixed to the documents and forward that information to the secretary of state. 
      2.  If the secretary of state finds that the total number of signatures filed with all the county clerks is less 
than 100 percent of the required number of registered voters, he shall so notify the person who submitted 
the petition and the county clerks and no further action may be taken in regard to the petition. If the petition 
is a petition to recall a county, district or municipal officer, the secretary of state shall also notify the officer 
with whom the petition is to be filed. 
      3.  After the petition is submitted to the county clerk, it must not be handled by any other person except 
by an employee of the county clerk’s office until it is filed with the secretary of state. 
      (Added to NRS by 1985, 1090; A 1987, 1361; 1993, 2665; 1997, 750; 1999, 2147) 

 NRS 293.1277 Verification of signatures by county clerks. 
      1.  If the secretary of state finds that the total number of signatures submitted to all the county clerks is 
100 percent or more of the number of registered voters needed to declare the petition sufficient, he shall 
immediately so notify the county clerks. Within 9 days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and holidays, after 
notification, each of the county clerks shall determine the number of registered voters who have signed the 
documents submitted in his county. 
      2.  If more than 500 names have been signed on the documents submitted to him, a county clerk shall 
examine the signatures by sampling them at random for verification. The random sample of signatures to be 
verified must be drawn in such a manner that every signature which has been submitted to the county clerk 
is given an equal opportunity to be included in the sample. The sample must include an examination of at 
least 500 or 5 percent of the signatures, whichever is greater. 
      3.  In determining from the records of registration the number of registered voters who signed the 
documents, the county clerk may use the signatures contained in the file of applications to register to vote. If 
the county clerk uses that file, he shall ensure that every application in the file is examined, including any 
application in his possession which may not yet be entered into his records. The county clerk shall rely only 
on the appearance of the signature and the address and date included with each signature in making his 
determination. 
      4.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 6, upon completing the examination, the county clerk 
shall immediately attach to the documents a certificate properly dated, showing the result of his examination 
and transmit the documents with the certificate to the secretary of state. A copy of this certificate must be 
filed in the clerk’s office. 

 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-293.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-293.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-293.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-293.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-295.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-298.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-306.html
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-306.html


      5.  A person who submits a petition to the county clerk which is required to be verified pursuant to NRS 
293.128, 293.165, 293.172, 293.200, 295.056, 298.109, 306.035 or 306.110 must be allowed to witness the 
verification of the signatures. A public officer who is the subject of a recall petition must also be allowed to 
witness the verification of the signatures on the petition. 
      6.  For any petition containing signatures which are required to be verified pursuant to the provisions of 
NRS 293.165, 293.200, 306.035 or 306.110 for any county, district or municipal office within one county, the 
county clerk shall not transmit to the secretary of state the documents containing the signatures of the 
registered voters. 
      7.  The secretary of state may by regulation establish further procedures for carrying out the provisions 
of this section. 
      (Added to NRS by 1985, 1090; A 1987, 1361; 1993, 2665; 1995, 2257; 1997, 750; 1999, 2147) 

 NRS 293.1278 Qualification or disqualification of petition upon receipt of certificates by secretary of 
state. 

      1.  If the certificates received by the secretary of state from all the county clerks establish that the 
number of valid signatures is less than 90 percent of the required number of registered voters, the petition 
shall be deemed to have failed to qualify, and the secretary of state shall immediately so notify the 
petitioners and the county clerks. 
      2.  If those certificates establish that the petitioners have more than 100 percent of the number of 
registered voters needed to make the petition sufficient, the petition shall be deemed to qualify as of the date 
of receipt by the secretary of state of certificates showing the petition to have reached 100 percent, and the 
secretary of state shall immediately so notify the petitioners and the county clerks. 
      (Added to NRS by 1985, 1091; A 1993, 2666) 

 NRS 293.1279 Qualification or disqualification of petition upon verification of signatures.  

      1.  If the statistical sampling shows that the number of valid signatures filed is 90 percent or more but 
less than 100 percent of the number of signatures of registered voters needed to declare the petition 
sufficient, the secretary of state shall order the county clerks to examine the signatures for verification. The 
county clerks shall examine the signatures for verification until they determine that 100 percent of the 
number of signatures of registered voters needed to declare the petition sufficient are valid. 
      2.  If the statistical sampling shows that the number of valid signatures filed in any county is 90 percent 
or more but less than 100 percent of the number of signatures of registered voters needed to constitute 10 
percent of the number of voters who voted at the last preceding general election in that county, the secretary 
of state may order the county clerk in that county to examine every signature for verification. 
      3.  Within 12 days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and holidays, after receipt of such an order, the clerk 
shall determine from the records of registration what number of registered voters have signed the petition. If 
necessary, the board of county commissioners shall allow the county clerk additional assistants for 
examining the signatures and provide for their compensation. In determining from the records of registration 
what number of registered voters have signed the petition, the clerk may use any file or list of registered 
voters maintained by his office or facsimiles of voters’ signatures. The county clerk may rely on the 
appearance of the signature and the address and date included with each signature in determining the 
number of registered voters that signed the petition. 
      4.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 5, upon completing the examination, the county clerk 
shall immediately attach to the documents of the petition an amended certificate properly dated, showing the 
result of the examination and shall immediately forward the documents with the amended certificate to the 
secretary of state. A copy of the amended certificate must be filed in the county clerk’s office. 
      5.  For any petition containing signatures which are required to be verified pursuant to the provisions of 
NRS 293.165, 293.200, 306.035 or 306.110 for any county, district or municipal office within one county, the 
county clerk shall not forward to the secretary of state the documents containing the signatures of the 
registered voters. 
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      6.  Except for a petition to recall a county, district or municipal officer, the petition shall be deemed filed 
with the secretary of state as of the date on which he receives certificates from the county clerks showing 
the petition to be signed by the requisite number of voters of the state. 
      7.  If the amended certificates received from all county clerks by the secretary of state establish that the 
petition is still insufficient, he shall immediately so notify the petitioners and the county clerks. If the petition 
is a petition to recall a county, district or municipal officer, the secretary of state shall also notify the officer 
with whom the petition is to be filed. 
      (Added to NRS by 1985, 1091; A 1985, 551; 1987, 1362; 1993, 2666; 1997, 751; 1999, 2148) 

NRS 293.12793 Appeal with secretary of state contesting verification of votes; notification of public 
officer who is subject of petition to recall; consideration and investigation of allegations. 
      1.  If the secretary of state determines that the total number of signatures that the county clerks have 
certified pursuant to NRS 293.1277 or 293.1279 is less than 100 percent of the number of registered voters 
needed to make the petition sufficient, the person who submitted the petition may contest the verification of 
the signatures by filing an appeal with the secretary of state. The appeal must: 
      (a) Be filed within 5 working days after receipt of notification of the determination of the secretary of 
state; 
      (b) Include each reason for the appeal; and 
      (c) Include a statement of the number of signatures, if any, that the county clerk determined were invalid. 
      2.  The secretary of state shall: 
      (a) If the petition was circulated pursuant to chapter 306 of NRS, immediately notify the public officer 
who is the subject of the petition of the appeal by the person who submitted the petition; and 
      (b) Consider the allegations and conduct an investigation, if necessary. 
      (Added to NRS by 1993, 2664; A 1997, 752; 1999, 3546) 

 NRS 293.12795 Action by secretary of state upon review of appeal; judicial review of decision of 
secretary of state. 

      1.  If an appeal is based upon the results of the verification of signatures on a petition performed 
pursuant to NRS 293.1277 or 293.1279, the secretary of state shall: 
      (a) If he finds for the appellant, order the county clerk to recertify the petition, including as verified 
signatures all contested signatures which the secretary of state determines are valid. 
      (b) If he does not find for the appellant, notify the appellant and the county clerk that the petition remains 
insufficient. 
      2.  If the secretary of state is unable to make a decision on the appeal based upon the documents 
submitted to him, the secretary of state may order the county clerk to reverify the signatures. 
      3.  The decision of the secretary of state is a final decision for the purposes of judicial review. The 
decision of the secretary of state may only be appealed in the first judicial district court. 
      (Added to NRS by 1993, 2664) 

NRS 293.200 Independent candidates: Qualification; petition of candidacy; time limit for challenge; 
declaration of candidacy. 
      1.  An independent candidate for partisan office must file with the appropriate filing officer: 
      (a) A copy of the petition of candidacy that he intends to circulate for signatures. The copy must be filed 
not earlier than the January 2 preceding the date of the election and not later than 25 working days before 
the last day to file the petition pursuant to subsection 4. The copy must also be filed before the petition may 
be circulated. 
      (b) Either of the following: 
             (1) A petition of candidacy signed by a number of registered voters equal to at least 1 percent of the 
total number of ballots cast in: 
                   (I) This state for that office at the last preceding general election in which a person was elected 
to that office, if the office is a statewide office; 
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                   (II) The county for that office at the last preceding general election in which a person was 
elected to that office, if the office is a county office; or 
                   (III) The district for that office at the last preceding general election in which a person was 
elected to that office, if the office is a district office. 
             (2) A petition of candidacy signed by 250 registered voters if the candidate is a candidate for 
statewide office, or signed by 100 registered voters if the candidate is a candidate for any office other than a 
statewide office. 
      2.  The petition may consist of more than one document. Each document must bear the name of the 
county in which it was circulated and only registered voters of that county may sign the document. If the 
office is not a statewide office, only the registered voters of the county, district or municipality in question 
may sign the document. The documents that are circulated for signature in a county must be submitted to 
that county clerk for verification in the manner prescribed in NRS 293.1276 to 293.1279, inclusive, not later 
than 25 working days before the last day to file the petition pursuant to subsection 4. Each person who signs 
the petition shall add to his signature the address of the place at which he actually resides, the date that he 
signs the petition and the name of the county where he is registered to vote. The person who circulates each 
document of the petition shall sign an affidavit attesting that the signatures on the document are genuine to 
the best of his knowledge and belief and were signed in his presence by persons registered to vote in that 
county. 
      3.  The petition of candidacy may state the principle, if any, which the person qualified represents. 
      4.  Petitions of candidacy must be filed not earlier than the first Monday in May preceding the general 
election and not later than 5 p.m. on the third Monday in May. 
      5.  No petition of candidacy may contain the name of more than one candidate for each office to be filled. 
      6.  A person may not file as an independent candidate if he is proposing to run as the candidate of a 
political party. 
      7.  The names of independent candidates must be placed on the general election ballot and must not 
appear on the primary election ballot. 
      8.  If the candidacy of any person seeking to qualify pursuant to this section is challenged, all affidavits 
and documents in support of the challenge must be filed not later than 5 p.m. on the fourth Monday in May. 
Any judicial proceeding resulting from the challenge must be set for hearing not more than 5 days after the 
fourth Monday in May. 
      9.  Any challenge pursuant to subsection 8 must be filed with: 
      (a) The first judicial district court if the petition of candidacy was filed with the secretary of state. 
      (b) The district court for the county where the petition of candidacy was filed if the petition was filed with 
a county clerk. 
      10.  An independent candidate for partisan office must file a declaration of candidacy with the 
appropriate filing officer and pay the fee required by NRS 293.193 not earlier than the first Monday in May of 
the year in which the election is held nor later than 5 p.m. on the third Monday in May. 
      (Added to NRS by 1960, 245; A 1961, 286; 1963, 1387; 1971, 440, 1122; 1975, 936; 1979, 403; 1983, 
1118; 1987, 1367; 1989, 2164; 1993, 2668; 1997, 316; 1999, 1392, 2154, 3551) 
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NEVADA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
 
NAC 293.182 Requirements for individual documents of certain petitions. (NRS 293.124, 293.247) 
     1.  If a petition consists of more than one document, each of those documents must, in addition to any 
other requirements: 
     (a) Contain sequentially numbered spaces for: 
          (1) The name of each person signing the petition; 
          (2) The signature of the person; 
          (3) The residential address of the person; 
          (4) The name of the county where the person is a registered voter; and 
          (5) The date of the signature. 
     (b) Have attached to it, when filed, an affidavit signed by the person who circulated the document in 
substantially the following form: 
  

STATE OF NEVADA 
COUNTY OF _____________  
  
I,________ , (print name), being first duly sworn under penalty of perjury, depose and say: (1) that I 
reside at     (print street, city and state); (2) that I am 18 years of age or older; (3) that I personally 
circulated this document; (4) that all signatures were affixed in my presence; (5) that I believe them to 
be genuine signatures; and (6) that I believe each person who signed was at the time of signing a 
registered voter in the county of his residence. 
  

____________________________________  
Signature of circulator 

  
Subscribed and sworn to or affirmed  
before me this_____  day of______ ,____ . 
  
  
_______________________________  
Notary public or other person licensed  

to administer an oath  
  

     2.  Any document of a petition may consist of more than one sheet. If a document consists of more than 
one sheet: 
     (a) Each sheet must be numbered sequentially; 
     (b) All the sheets must be permanently attached in numerical order; and 
     (c) The affidavit required by paragraph (b) of subsection 1 must appear on the last sheet of the 
document. 
     3.  As used in this section, “petition” means a petition containing signatures which are required to be 
verified pursuant to NRS 293.128, 293.165, 293.172, 293.200, 298.109, 306.035 or 306.110. 
     (Added to NAC by Sec’y of State, eff. 3-15-96; A by R013-00, 4-4-2000) 

NAC 293.183 Verification of signatures on certain petitions: Limitation of witnesses.  A county clerk 
who conducts the verification of signatures on a petition in the manner prescribed in NRS 293.1276 to 
293.1279, inclusive, may: 
     1.  In addition to those persons who are authorized to witness the verification of signatures on a petition 
pursuant to NRS 293.1277, limit the number of persons who may witness the verification of signatures to not 
more than two persons who support the petition and two persons who oppose the petition. 
     2.  Prohibit any person who is authorized to witness the verification of signatures from interfering with the 
verification of signatures. 

3. Remove and replace any person who interferes with the verification of signatures. 
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NAC 295.020 Content of multiple documents; documents consisting of multiple sheets. (NRS 
293.124, 293.247) 
     1.  If a petition for an initiative or referendum consists of more than one document, each document must 
contain the full text of the proposed measure and: 
     (a) Include sequentially numbered spaces for: 
          (1) The name of each person who signs the petition. 
          (2) The signature of the person signing. 
          (3) The street address of the residence where the person signing actually resides, unless a street 
address has not been assigned. If a street address has not been assigned, the document may contain the 
mailing address of the person signing. 
          (4) The name of the county where the person who signs is a registered voter. 
          (5) The date of the signature. 
          (6) If the petition is a municipal initiative or referendum proposed pursuant to the provisions of NRS 
295.195 to 295.220, inclusive, the name of the city in which the person who signs is registered to vote. 
     (b) Have attached to it, when filed, an affidavit signed by the person who circulated the document in 
substantially the following form: 
  

STATE OF NEVADA 
COUNTY OF _______________ 
  
I, ________, (print name), being first duly sworn under penalty of perjury, depose and say: (1) that I 
reside at       (print street, city and state); (2) that I am 18 years of age or older; (3) that I personally 
circulated this document; (4) that all signatures were affixed in my presence; (5) that I believe them to 
be genuine signatures; and (6) that I believe each person who signed was at the time of signing a 
registered voter in the county of his residence. 
  
  
  
  
Subscribed and sworn to or affirmed before me this ____ day of         , ____. 
_________________________________Signature of circulator 
  
  
  
  
________________________________ 
Notary public or other person licensed  

to administer an oath 
  
     2.  A document may consist of more than one sheet. If a document consists of more than one sheet: 
     (a) Each sheet must be numbered sequentially; 
     (b) All the sheets must be permanently attached together in numerical order; and 
     (c) The affidavit of the circulator required by NRS 295.095 or 295.205 must appear on the last sheet of 
the document. 
     3.  As used in this section, “petition” means a petition described in article 19 of the Nevada constitution or 
NRS 295.015 or 295.045. 
     (Added to NAC by Sec’y of State, eff. 7-18-88; A by R217-97, 5-26-98; R013-00, 4-4-2000) 
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