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state-of-the-art banking

new cox headquarters

opening of vegas weddings

bullish on downtown

Up to 1,000 new jobs will be 
heading to Las Vegas thanks to a 
tentative agreement reached between 
teLUs and the city of  Las Vegas 
Redevelopment agency. 

TELUS will operate a new Las 
Vegas-based call center, which will 
enable the company to add Spanish-
language support to its multicity call 

center operations and business process 
outsourcing services. 

“The creation of  these types of  jobs 
is always welcome in any community, 
but they are particularly relevant in light 
of  the current worldwide economic 
situation,” noted oscar b. Goodman, 
city of  Las Vegas mayor and chairman 
of  the Redevelopment Agency.

las vegas to gain 
up to 1,000 new jobs

“1000 new jobs,” continued on page 2

a new economic impact 
analysis of  the city of  Las Vegas’ 
Redevelopment Agency shows that 
the work of  the agency has been 
invaluable in the revitalization of  
the urban core. The report was 
prepared by Applied Analysis, an 
independent research firm.

Since 2004, the Redevelopment 
Agency (RDA) has directly assisted 
with 110 completed projects with 
a combined investment of  $1.6 
billion.

study finds 
city’s rda 
among most 
successful

New Company To Provide Economic Boost

Agency Has Created 
Thousands Of Jobs 
And Billions In Local 
Economic Activity

“most successful” - continued on page 10
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1000 new jobs ContinueD from page 1

The company’s new operation will 
be located at 2251 S. Decatur Blvd. 
in Las Vegas in a 104,000-square-
foot building that formerly housed a 
Montgomery Ward store and, later, a 
Healthcare America call center. TELUS 
signed a 51-month, $2.9 million lease 
for office space at this location. The 
company began renovations in Decem-
ber 2008 and is set to begin operations 
in March of  2009.

TELUS’ coming to Las Vegas is 
the result of  a partnership between the 
nevada Development authority and 
the city of  Las Vegas Redevelop-
ment agency. “This win would not 

have been possible without this kind 
of  cooperation,” said somer Holling-
sworth, president and CEO of  the 
nevada Development authority.

The Nevada center will comple-
ment TELUS’ recent establishment of  
new call center capabilities with 2,200 
employees at sites in three Central 
American countries. Before these 
expansions, all of  TELUS Internation-
al’s operations were primarily in Cana-
da, the Philippines and Singapore.

TELUS International President 
Jeff  Puritt cited a number of  factors 
that convinced company executives 
to select Las Vegas as the location 

for its newest call center operation. 
“Not only does the community have a 
wealth of  skilled individuals fluent in 
both Spanish and English, but it is one 
of  the United States’ fastest-growing 
communities with a strong labor force 
and business-friendly environment,” 
Puritt said. 

Puritt also emphasized the crucial 
role the city’s Redevelopment Agency 
played in assisting them with making 
their decision. “Their support was 
outstanding. The information they 
provided and professional approach 
were critical factors in our ultimate 
selection of  a location,” Puritt said. 

a snip of a Ribbon signaled completion of  five 
months of  work constructing a new state-of-the-art banking 
facility for the west Las Vegas area. ward 5 councilman 
Ricki Y. barlow joined bank of  america senior Vice 
presidents DeLois Hollinger, Ryan jenkins and steve 
mccracken, and assistant Vice president and banking 
center manager berry janssen in celebrating the opening 
of  a new expanded branch service center at 920 N. Martin L. 
King Blvd. on Oct. 15, 2008.

The city of  Las Vegas Redevelopment agency (RDA) 
contributed a 1.48-acre land parcel that made it possible to 
relocate the bank from a 1,380-square-foot facility impacted 
by the widening of  Martin L. King Boulevard into a newly 
constructed 4,446-square-foot bank center. The larger facil-
ity allows for expanded, state-of-the-art services.

These new services include a seating area featuring a 
media wall with large-screen television monitors for custom-
ers to view financial news networks and publications. Safe 
deposit boxes providing palm print self-access technology 
will also be available and enable customers to enter without 
assistance from bank personnel, should customers so desire. 
Additionally, a 24-hour ATM vestibule will be available, 

providing around-the-clock access in a secure environment 
for Bank of  America clientele.

The new, full-service banking service center is situated 
on the northeast corner of  Washington Avenue and Martin 
L. King Boulevard, diagonally across the intersection from 
its previous location. 

“This partnership between the RDA and the Bank 
of  America helps realize the goal of  promoting positive 
growth in the west Las Vegas area,” said Councilman 
Barlow. 

state–of–the–art banking facility opens to serve west las vegas

ribbon cutting for new west las Vegas bank.

“1000 new jobs” - continued on page 4
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west las vegas home to new cox regional headquarters

tHanks to a Donation of  land for parking facilities 
by the city of  Las Vegas, another major company recent-
ly established its operations in west Las Vegas. The city’s 
contribution enabled cox communications, the nation’s 
third largest cable provider of  video, internet and telephone 
services for residential and business users, to consolidate 
many of  its regional services and operations at a newly refur-
bished building in west Las Vegas. The telecommunications 
company’s new Southern Nevada administrative building is 
now located at the corner of  Martin L. King Boulevard and 
Vegas Drive.

“We are hopeful that our move will spark even more posi-
tive growth for the surrounding area,” said steve schorr, 
vice president of  Public and Government Affairs for Cox. 
“Our newly occupied facility has already created positive 
discussions in the neighborhood.” 

It required nearly 18 months and some major renovating 
to convert the former Veterans Administration Clinic into a 
regional headquarters for Cox.  A number of  “green build-
ing practices” and material recycling efforts were employed 
during the building’s conversion.

More than 800 employees now report to work at this 
west Las Vegas facility. The two-story, 187,000-square-foot 
building has the growth capacity to eventually accommodate 
up to 1,000 workers, Schorr noted. The structure current-
ly houses administrative office workers, field maintenance, 
network service and construction-related operations as well 
as Cox Business employees who service Las Vegas and other 
cities throughout the Valley, Schorr said.  

Prior to a more efficient and cost-effective consolidation 
into this single building, Cox operated out of  three separate 
buildings scattered throughout the Las Vegas Valley.  “It’s 
much more efficient to have so many of  our employees 
centralized in one building,” noted Schorr.  He added Cox’s 
customer service operations are still located at its Rancho 
Drive/Bonanza Road building in Las Vegas and at its Steph-
anie Street building in Henderson.

The city contributed three parcels of  land on approxi-
mately seven acres in order for this facility to have the neces-
sary parking capacity for both employees and Cox’s commer-
cial service fleet. Currently, there are 805 parking spaces for 
employees and visitors. An additional three lots, sitting on 

land provided by the city, can hold 406 fleet vehicles. With-
out the additional land for parking, Cox would not have been 
able to make this move.

The building’s interior provides an overall ambiance of  
spaciousness and natural light. Hues of  blues, greens and 
browns blend with natural elements, as well as the occasional 
mid-20th century design scheme. 

Prior to Cox’s occupancy of  its new headquarters, the 
building sat empty for four years until the city negotiated 
the deal. 

CoX regional headquarters in west las Vegas.

 7:30 am registration & social networking

 8:00 am breakfast

 8:30 am general session/downtown overview

 10:00 am bus tour of downtown opportunities

historic fifth street school | 401 s. fourth street, las Vegas

please be our special guest at the upcoming insider’s tour of downtown las Vegas, 
featuring updates and information on development opportunities for the real estate 
industry. a general session with guest speakers will be followed by a guided bus tour 
focusing on key downtown projects and development.

contact the city of las vegas 
office of business development/redevelopment agency

telephone:  702.229.6100 | email:  jquisenberry@lasvegasnevada.gov

rsvp required

when

where

questions?

Insider’s
 Tour

insider’s downtown tour | Downtown las Vegas
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new chapel says “i do” to downtown

maYoR pRo tem Gary Reese 
was on hand. So was Elvis. The event?  
Downtown’s newest chapter in the 
book of  love: the opening of  Vegas 
weddings.  The New Year kicked off  
with an official ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny in early January for downtown Las 
Vegas’ newest wedding chapel, located 
at 555 S. Third St.  

The city of  Las Vegas Redevel-
opment agency provided $50,000 
toward exterior improvements and 
neon signage through its commercial 
Visual improvement program for 
the Vegas Weddings chapel.

Vegas Weddings provides tradi-
tional ceremonies in intimate and 
larger wedding chapels and on an 
outdoor terrace, as well as Vegas-
style drive-though weddings. In addi-
tion, the full-service establishment 
includes a walk-up wedding service.  

Off-site wedding services are also 
provided.

cliff  evarts, owner and opera-
tor along with susanne, his wife of  
40 years, noted their establishment 

provides wedding reception services as 
well, offering features such as a food 
preparation room and large dance floor. 
Vegas Weddings also supplies in-house 
floral and photography services. The 
chapel contracts for other wedding-
related services, such as tuxedo and 
bridal gown rentals, as well as limou-
sine transportation and horse carriage 
rides.

“There is an opportunity to 
transform the wedding industry just 
as Las Vegas has been transformed,” 
Evarts said.

Evarts bought the once barren 
land, where the Vegas Weddings chapel 
currently sits, in 2004. He and his wife 
have invested more than $3 million 
and diligently worked since that time 
to establish their third, and newest, 
facility. 

new wedding chapel.

The city of  Las Vegas Redevelopment Agency will 
provide an incentive of  $300,000 annually for five years 
to TELUS, to be used for equipment and tenant improve-
ments to the building. Since TELUS leased its Las Vegas 
building for 51 months, continuation of  all five years of  
this incentive is contingent upon TELUS International 
extending its lease or buying the building. The incentive 
agreement will be considered by the Redevelopment Agen-
cy at an upcoming meeting.

TELUS plans to hire 500 local employees by the end of  
2009, opening with 100 call center agents in March. Ulti-
mately, the company’s Las Vegas employment rolls could 
reach more than 1,000.  Interested applicants can contact 
TELUS International at ushr@telus.com.

TELUS International is a division of  the Canadian 
telecommunications corporation TELUS, which includes 
some of  the world’s largest information technology, tele-
communications, consumer electronics, financial services, 
energy and utility corporations among its roster of  clients. 
TELUS is based in Vancouver, British Columbia. It has 
more than 34,000 employees in Canada and worldwide, 
with $9.5 billion (Canadian) in annual revenue.

The Redevelopment Agency promotes and encourages 
the redevelopment of  the downtown Las Vegas urban core 
and surrounding older commercial districts. Agency staff  
works with developers, property owners and community 
associations to accomplish beneficial revitalization efforts. 
It was founded in 1986. 

“1000 new jobs” ContinueD from page 2



business license activity (4)

jurisdiction licenses issued total active licenses
unincorporated Clark County  1,879   61,378 

henderson 825   13,279 
north las Vegas 480   8,638 
las Vegas 1,461   37,110 
    las vegas rda* 265   5,979 
Clark County** 4,645  120,405 

 tourism activity
visitor volume (2) july august september q3, 2008

las Vegas Valley 3,222,456 3,211,209 2,936,499 9,370,164

% change from same month prior year*: -4.6% -4.3% -10.1% -6.3%

gaming revenue (3) july august september q3, 2008

strip $519,175,000  $494,016,000  $525,170,000  $1,538,361,000 
Downtown $44,995,000  $43,669,000  $49,040,000  $137,704,000 
Boulder strip $70,507,000 $52,169,000 $87,576,000 $210,252,000

las vegas msa** $634,677,000  $589,854,000  $661,786,000  $1,886,317,000 

Clark County $819,683,000  $759,258,000  $853,511,000  $2,432,452,000 

% change from same month prior year*:   
strip -14.4% -7.1% -4.8% -9.0%
Downtown -16.2% -9.4% -8.1% -11.3%
Boulder strip -17.2% -21.9% 15.2% -7.8%

las vegas msa** -14.9% -8.8% -2.9% -9.0%
Clark County -15.0% -9.4% -2.9% -9.3%

employment activity (1)

indicator clark county las vegas*

unemployment rate 7.3% 7.3%
new Jobs since prior quarter (3,243) (837)
total employment 966,608   234,444 

goods producing
natural resources & mining 563 21
Construction 100,230    16,990
manufacturing 27,196   3,351

services producing
trade, transportation & utilities           175,800 44,469 
information      12,636 5,974 
financial activities    50,786 17,776 
professional & Business services         121,920 35,993 
education & health services           125,165 38,094
leisure & hospitality      288,047 36,473 
other services       21,757 7,290 
government            41,408 27,565 

unknown/other     1,100 448 
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Las Vegas Valley Fact Sheet July through September 2008

* q3, 2008 % changes are measured against q3, 2007 and may not necessarily equal the simple average of % changes by month.
** las Vegas msa, as defined by the las Vegas Convention and Visitors authority, is the strip, Downtown and the Boulder strip.

* rDa included in las Vegas.
** excludes cities of Boulder City & mesquite.

note: employment is establishment-based (by place of work), includes multiple job holders and self-employed jobs. 
this data is not seasonally adjusted.
* estimated for las Vegas. 

economic indicators



for-sale attached & detached residential projects (5)

active projects projects total units units unsold q3 sales avg. min. asking base price* avg. price/sf

unincorp. las Vegas Valley   157   28,391   11,304   851  $327,058 $170

henderson    58   16,146   3,708   281  $298,333 $135
north las Vegas  51   8,844   2,091   240  $253,979 $113
las Vegas**  63   9,780   3,788   320  $269,474 $136

  las vegas rda***  1   275   83   2  $818,417 $576
las vegas valley   329   63,161   20,891   1,692  $301,031 $148
 

proposed/planned projects projects total units single family units multi-family units sf/mf units mixed

unincorp. las Vegas Valley 160 30,238   7,115 21,900 1,223

henderson 77   15,015 3,788   9,701 1,526
north las Vegas 57   9,546 2,120   7,426 -
las Vegas 125   32,894 3,648   27,723 1,523
  las vegas rda*** 32   14,491 56   14,435   -
las vegas valley 419   87,693 16,671   66,750 4,272
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proposed apartment units by quarter (6)

jurisdiction Q4’08 2009   2010 
unincorporated las Vegas -  2,294  954 
henderson   -    904  - 
north las Vegas 125    1,800  986 
las Vegas -    1,316  270 
    las vegas rda*  -    -    - 

las vegas valley 125  6,314  2,210 

real estate indicators

apartment projects by type (6)

  expected completion
 Q4’08 2009 2010

jurisdiction type projects units projects units projects units

 affordable  -     -     1   456   -     -   
unincorporated las Vegas age restricted  -     -     -     -     -     -   
 affordable & age restricted  -     -     -     -     -     -   
 Conventional  -   -   6   1,838   4   954 
 total  0   0    7   2,294   4   954

 affordable  -     -     -     -     -     - 
henderson age restricted  -     -     -     -     -     -   
 affordable & age restricted  -     -     -     -     -     -   
 Conventional  -   -   3   904   -   -  

 total  0   0    3   904   0   0 

 affordable  1   125  -     -     -     -   
north las Vegas age restricted  -     -     -     -     -     -   
 affordable & age restricted  -     -     -     -     -     -  
 Conventional  -   -   6   1,800   3   986  

 total  1   125    6   1,800   3   986

 affordable  -     -     -     -     1   270 
las Vegas age restricted  -     -     -     -     -     -   
 affordable & age restricted  -     -     1     416     -     -    

 Conventional  -   -   2   900   -   -  
 total  0   0   3   1,316   1   270 

 affordable  -     -     -     -     - -
   las vegas rda* age restricted  -     -     -     -     - -
 affordable & age restricted  -     -     -     -     -  -  

 conventional  -   -   -   -   -   -  
 total  0  0  0  0  0  0

 affordable  1   125  1   456  1   270 
las Vegas Valley age restricted  -     -     -     -     -     -   
 affordable & age restricted  -     -     1   416  -     -   
 Conventional  -   -   17   5,442   7   1,940 

 total  1   125   19   6,314   8   2,210 

note: active defined as projects having sales this quarter.
* these base asking prices are the most current available, do not include upgrades and are weighted by the number, types, prices and sizes of the new current home inventory in the selected areas.
** excluding the rDa, the las Vegas average minimum price and average price per sf were $266,022 / $134.
*** rDa included in las Vegas.

Las Vegas Valley Fact Sheet July through September 2008

* rDa included in las Vegas. 

note: affordable is subsidized housing under section 42 of the irs tax code. age restricted is senior housing, generally age 55 years and older.
* rDa included in las Vegas.  



apartment rents & vacancies (6)

jurisdiction avg. monthly rent avg. vacancy
unincorp. las Vegas Valley $893 7.9%
henderson $963 8.1%
north las Vegas $886 9.3%
las Vegas $854 8.1%
   las vegas rda* $692 7.7%
las Vegas Valley** $848 8.1%

for-lease commercial inventory (7)

  total existing vacancy average  y-o-y # of forward   under const.    planned 
 projects space (sf) (%) rent ($)  absorption (sf) supply proj.*  (sf)    (sf) 

retail inventory  

unincorp. las Vegas Valley 97 15,656,051 4.8% $2.00 325,130 6 513,250 684,000

henderson 45 7,447,195 8.1% $1.85 -423,764 7 450,000 2,216,898

north las Vegas 20 2,953,729 5.3% $2.28 965,676 4 999,812 612,600

las Vegas  83 14,625,362 4.9% $1.96 323,054 2 480,700 -
   las vegas rda** 6 724,888 18.5% $1.20 14,913  -   -     -

las Vegas Valley 245 40,682,337 5.5% $1.97  1,190,096 19 2,443,762 3,513,498

office inventory

unincorp. las Vegas Valley 519 19,773,228 20.4% $2.46 -335,038 19 825,178 413,810

henderson 134 5,248,186 18.4% $2.56 176,581 5 210,319 127,892

north las Vegas 27 708,704 21.3% $2.11 93,935 1 22,000 -

las Vegas  350 14,018,527 12.5% $2.32 -268,001 4 569,533 -
   las vegas rda** 63 2,545,217 6.6% $2.33 -48,736  -    -     -  

las Vegas Valley 1,030 39,748,645 17.4% $2.43  -332,523 29 1,627,030 541,702

industrial inventory                

unincorp. las Vegas Valley 1,600 55,920,371 10.7% $0.78 -165,047 37 829,985 1,896,301

henderson 311 9,523,677 17.9% $0.73 149,541 1 104,300 -

north las Vegas 437 17,085,107 10.6% $0.66 820,656 16 243,480 987,742

las Vegas  398 9,216,631 6.6% $0.70 -29,470 - - -
   las vegas rda** 230 4,967,337 5.0% $0.64 -16,113  -     -     -   

las Vegas Valley 2,746 91,745,786 11.0% $0.75  775,680 54 1,177,765 2,884,043
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for-lease commercial employment (7)

 existing under const. planned

retail employment   
unincorp. las Vegas Valley 33,116 1,086 1,447
henderson 15,206 919 4,526
north las Vegas 6,217 2,105 1,289
las Vegas  30,920 1,016 -
  las vegas rda* 1,313   -   -
las Vegas Valley 85,459 5,126 7,262

office employment    
unincorp. las Vegas Valley 89,899 3,752 1,881
henderson 24,463 980 596

north las Vegas 3,189 99 -
las Vegas  70,120 2,849 -
  las vegas rda* 13,583   -   -
las Vegas Valley 187,671 7,680 2,477

industrial employment     
unincorp. las Vegas Valley 90,760 1,347 3,078
 henderson 14,212 156 -
north las Vegas 27,769 396 1,605
las Vegas  15,645 - -
  las vegas rda* 8,578   -   -

las vegas valley 148,386 1,899 4,683

note: Commercial inventories are based on anchored retail buildings, office buildings within office centers with at least 10,000 square feet of usable space and industrial buildings with roll-up doors.
* forward supply is a combination of space under-construction in a quarter and space planned to begin construction within the next four quarters.
** rDa inclduded in las Vegas.

real estate indicators, continued

Las Vegas Valley Fact Sheet July through September 2008

* rDa included in las Vegas.

* rDa included in las Vegas.
** Valley-wide direct rent and vacancy rates weighted by units by jurisdiction.



sources:
(1) nevada Department of employment, training and 

rehabilitation; u.s. Census Bureau; City of las Vegas.
(2) las Vegas Convention and Visitors authority. 
(3) nevada state gaming Control Board.
(4) County and municipal governments.
(5) restrepo Consulting group llC (rCg); hanley wood 

market intelligence.
(6) rCg; unlV Center for Business and economic research; 

CB richard ellis.
(7) rCg; Colliers international.*
(8) County and municipal governments; rCg.

Disclaimer: the information furnished by restrepo 
Consulting group llC (rCg) in its quarterly reports 
to the city under this contract has been obtained 
from sources rCg deems reliable and is submitted 
subject to errors, omissions and changes. although 
rCg has no reason to doubt its accuracy, rCg does 
not guarantee it. 
*Due to reclassifications of and adjustments to data between reporting 
periods, the latest quarter may not necessarily be comparable to a 
previously reported quarter.

real estate indicators, continued

   building permits / value (8) 

jurisdiction category single family multi-family commercial    hotel/motel total

 units 759 1,613 n/a n/a 2,372
unincorporated  permits 759 79 85 5 928
Clark County Valuation $77,579,360 $176,438,215 $953,340,159 $239,898,840 $1,447,256,574
 Certificates of occupancy         978 

 units 296 395 n/a n/a 691
henderson permits 296 28 14 - 338
 Valuation $38,546,622 $23,649,850 $11,620,300  $ -    $73,816,772
 Certificates of occupancy        699 

 units 209 129 n/a n/a 338
north las Vegas permits 209 31 27 - 267
 Valuation $28,600,456 $17,244,681 $31,283,648  $ -    $77,128,785
 Certificates of occupancy      293*

 units 327 - n/a n/a 327
las Vegas permits 327 - 13 *** 340
 Valuation $36,082,504  $ -    $22,860,450 *** $58,942,954
 Certificates of occupancy       355 

 units - - n/a n/a -
las vegas rda**  permits - - - *** -
     valuation  $ -     $ -     $ -    ***     $ -
 certificates of occupancy      4

 units 1,591 2,137 n/a n/a 3,728
Clark County*** permits 1,591 138 139 5 1,873
 Valuation $180,808,942 $217,332,746 $1,019,104,557 $239,898,840 $1,657,145,085

 Certificates of occupancy         2,325 

Stardust Hotel & Casino 

Unincorporated LVV Unincorporated LVV Unincorporated LVV Unincorporated LVV Unincorporated LVV Unincorporated LVV Unincorporated LVV Unincorporated LVV Unincorporated LVV 

North North North North North North North North North 
Las Vegas Las Vegas Las Vegas Las Vegas Las Vegas Las Vegas Las Vegas Las Vegas Las Vegas 

Las Vegas Las Vegas Las Vegas Las Vegas Las Vegas Las Vegas Las Vegas Las Vegas Las Vegas 

Henderson Henderson Henderson Henderson Henderson Henderson Henderson Henderson Henderson 

RDA RDA RDA RDA RDA RDA RDA RDA RDA 
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tHe inteRioR foUntain coURtYaRD at 
the Historic fifth street school was dedicated to frank 
wright during a special ceremony held this past December. 
Wright, a longtime proponent of  historic preservation, was 
a driving force in placing the Historic Fifth Street School 
on the National Register of  Historic Places. Wright’s widow, 
Dorothy, accepted the posthumous honor. 

Las Vegas mayor pro tem Gary Reese and city 
manager elizabeth n. fretwell were on hand for the 
dedication. Approximately $13.4 million in funding for this 
building’s transformation was provided by the city of  Las 
Vegas Redevelopment agency.

Frank Wright has long been counted as one of  
Southern Nevada’s greatest historians. He mined local stories 

and reports for the true history of  Las Vegas, and served as 
the curator of  education for the Nevada Historical Society. 

Formerly known as the Las Vegas Grammar School, 
the Historic Fifth Street School has been renovated into a 
“cultural oasis” housing a number of  organizations including 
the Las Vegas Chapter of  the American Institute of  Archi-
tects, the city of  Las Vegas Cultural Affairs Division, the 

Nevada School of  the Arts and University of  Nevada Las 
Vegas Fine Arts program including the Downtown Design 
Center for the School of  Architecture. 

Many of  the common areas, including a multipurpose 
auditorium, a gallery space, conference room and courtyards 
are available for public or private functions. More informa-
tion on the facility can be found at www.lasvegasnevada.
gov/5thstreetschool.

Frank Wright Plaza, just west of  City Hall, had been 
named in honor of  the historian. That plaza area was closed 
in August to allow for construction on the historic post 
office, as well as a major refurbishment of  Stewart Avenue. 
The post office, which was once the site of  a Federal Court, 
is being transformed into the Las Vegas Museum of  Orga-
nized Crime and Law Enforcement. 

historic school courtyard dedicated

Dorothy wright places 
commemorative plaque.

enjoying the newly 
dedicated courtyard.

Commemorative plaque.
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RiDinG on tHe Downtown revitalization that the 
city of  Las Vegas Redevelopment agency and Office 
of  business Development are realizing is entertainment 
entrepreneur paul Hennessey.

In mid-November 2008, Hennessey opened a new enter-
tainment venue, one that includes mechanical bull riding 
and table-top dancing. It’s called the Las Vegas country 
saloon. The country and western venue is the newest Las 
Vegas establishment opened by Hennessey, who also owns 
and operates Hennessey’s tavern, the brass bar and 
mickie finnz in the downtown area.

The 18,000-square-foot Las Vegas Country Saloon sits 
on the second floor immediately above Mickie Finnz at 425 
Fremont St., Ste. #220. 

The city of  Las Vegas Redevelopment Agency provided 
$50,000 toward exterior improvements and neon signage 
through its commercial Visual improvement program 
for the Las Vegas Country Saloon.

The new country-and-western-themed bar includes a 

dance floor able to accommodate 200 people. A mechanical 
bull will take center stage when prize money is offered to the 
winners of  bull-riding contests. Offered nightly will be a free 
boot shining service in an authentic 1910 barber-style chair, 
live music and cowboy-style food including steaks, hamburg-
ers and chili.

Owner Paul Hennessey estimated that build-out, which 
meant taking the venue from an empty shell to a completely 
finished product, required approximately six months. 

proprietor bullish on downtown

“The RDA, which has expanded 
three times since its inception, encom-
passes 3,948 acres and is arguably 
among the nation’s most successful 
redevelopment areas,” according to the 
executive summary of  the analysis. 

Since the RDA’s inception in 1986, 
there has been $2.7 billion in new 
development, and 24,348 jobs have 
been created, according to the analy-
sis. For every $1 in public investment 
into the RDA more than $15 in private 
investment has taken place. In the last 
five years the tax revenue in the Rede-
velopment Area has tripled from about 
$8 million a year to $25 million. This 
revenue provides additional funding 
for education, affordable housing and 
city services. 

“The Redevelopment Agency is 
a key tool that the city uses in order 
to revitalize our urban core and work 
toward our goal of  being a world-class 
city,” mayor oscar b. Goodman said. 
“We have used the RDA to create jobs 
and revenue that otherwise would never 
have existed, and it will be a key driver 
in bringing future jobs to the city.”

Currently there are more than 
$16 billion in redevelopment projects 
in the RDA pipeline. The Live Work 
Forest City project that includes a new 
City Hall, transportation center, retail 
and office space will be a catalyst for 
another group of  development proj-
ects including a new hotel-casino. This 
development plan will bring 13,441 new 
permanent jobs, $4.1 billion in private 

investment and $16 to $20 million in 
new tax revenue.

The Redevelopment Agency 
retained Applied Analysis last year 
to prepare a report on the economic 
and fiscal impacts of  the city’s rede-
velopment projects. Applied Analysis 
is a Nevada-based advisory services 
firm founded in 1997 that has served 
clients in Nevada, California, Missis-
sippi, Colorado and Illinois. The entire 
report can be found on the city of  Las 
Vegas Web site at http://www.lasveg-
asnevada.gov/Government/7480.htm 
or on the Redevelopment Agency site 
at http://www.lvrda.org/140.htm. 

“most successful” ContinueD from page 1

paul hennessey is bullish on downtown.
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globe salon enters downtown retail market

GLobe saLon, a locally-owned hair and skin care salon, 
celebrated its eighth anniversary this past October 2008 in 
a new downtown location. The salon is now open on the 
ground-level of  soho Lofts, the large, white, art deco-style 
residential complex located at 900 Las Vegas Blvd S.

 “We are thrilled to finally be a physical part of  down-
town,” says staci Linklater, salon director and president of  

the salon’s parent company, “because mentally we have been 
here all along. We have always wanted Globe Salon to be 
a part of  downtown. We feel very much at home at Soho 
Lofts.” Linklater is a Las Vegas native and the subject of  
New York Times journalist Linda Lee’s book, Success With-
out College. She operates Globe Salon with General Manager 
james p. Reza, also a Las Vegas native and a founder of  
what is now the Las Vegas Weekly. 

Encompassing 1,050 square feet, the Globe Salon’s 
new location employs upscale interior design, showcasing 
black hardwood floors, glass mosaic tile, dark stained maple 
panels and bronze glass contrasting with blue walls. Above 
the guest reception area, a 46-inch LCD panel shows loops 
of  hair and fashion shows and provides salon information. 
The salon offers Shiatsu back massage during shampoos 
and also features licensed skin care, including facials and 
microdermabrasion. 

obd director elected to international 
economic development council board
the international economic Devel-
opment council (IEDC) unanimous-
ly elected scott D. adams, director of  
the Office of  Business Development 
for the city of  Las Vegas, to the IEDC 
Board of  Directors. The election took 
place during IEDC’s 2008 Annual 
Conference, which was held during the 

fourth quarter in Atlanta, Ga. Adams’ 
two-year term on the board began on 
Jan. 1, 2009.  Headquartered in Wash-
ington, D.C., the IEDC is the world’s 
leading economic development organi-
zation for professionals working in the 
field. 

kudos!

scott D. adams

RicHaRD atkins was promoted from senior 
economic development officer to redevelopment officer. 
In his new role he will supervise the business retention, 
attraction and expansion services for the Office of  Business 
Development.

aDam sUmneR recently passed the five-hour 
combined oral and written test to become a certified 
economic developer (CEcD). Sumner is a senior 
economic development officer with the Office of  
Business Development. The test is administered by the 
International Economic Development Council. 

globe salon at soho lofts.



Administration
scott D. adams, director
steve van gorp, deputy director
susan l. Boniella, management analyst ii
margaret lynn smith, administrative secretary
mary Jane porterfield, sr. professional

Business Development Team
romeo Betea, economic development manager
richard atkins, redevelopment officer
Brenda hughes, sr. economic development officer
June Johns, sr. economic development officer
shani Coleman, sr. economic development officer
Darren harris, economic development officer
adrina ramos-King, economic development officer (acting)
Debbie hume, secretary

Redevelopment Team
Bill arent, redevelopment manager
scott Carter, redevelopment officer
stoney Douglas, sr. economic development officer
scott auyong, sr. economic development officer
adam sumner, sr. economic development officer
ryan haden, economic development officer
Dori l. walker, office specialist ii

Development Coordination Team
David Bratcher, redevelopment officer
tom Burkart, sr. economic development officer

Real Estate/Asset Management Team
Julie quisenberry, real estate specialist 
Joann Crolli, business specialist i
Diane rodriguez, professional

Mayor oscar B. goodman

Mayor Pro tem gary reese

Councilman steve wolfson

Councilwoman lois tarkanian

Councilman steven D. ross

Councilman ricki y. Barlow

Councilman David w. steinman (interim)

City Manager elizabeth n. fretwell

OBD Staff Special Thanks

office of Business Development
las Vegas City hall
400 stewart avenue
second floor
las Vegas, nevada 89101

toll free 866.777.7483
phone 702.229.6551
fax 702.385.3128
e-mail: obd@lasvegasnevada.gov
web site: www.lasvegasnevada.gov/oBD
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now sHowcaseD on the second floor of  downtown’s 
Neonopolis is a wide spectrum of  visual art from the 19th and 
20th centuries, as well as contemporary and local artwork. All 
this and more can be found at the southern nevada muse-
um of  fine art, which opened in its new location this past 
September 2008. The museum is open to the public Tues-
day through Saturday. For hours of  operation and admission 

costs, call 702.382.2926. Next-door to the museum is the 
southern nevada center for the arts, housing the works 
of  almost 50 local artists. A variety of  work encompassing 
many artistic media including painting, photography, sculp-
ture and more are offered for sale. For further information, 
call Carl Corcoran at 702.806.9552. 

seen downtown Fine Art Found at Neonopolis


