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degraded and docile, lacking the Indians’ nobility but far less dangerous. Aus-
tralian aborigines were put into this camp, and some of the explorers com-
pared Fijians to black slaves. In the Fijians’ case, however, a willingness to at-
tack expedition members when their presence grew onerous complicated the
labeling process. Interestingly, the model employed by the voyagers seems to
have been rooted less in the science of men like Morton than in popular Ameri-
can stereotypes. As Joyce notes, these were categories provided by minstrel
shows and frontier novels rather than formal science, an insight suggesting
that the general racism of American culture exerted as much influence over the
researchers as did formal theories of racial difference.

The great strength of The Shaping of American Ethnography lies in Joyce’s abil-
ity to demonstrate that the anthropology of the Wilkes Expedition reflected all
of these varied currents—nationalism and empire-building, minstrel perform-
ers and literature’s savages, Morton’s skulls and Pickering’s fieldwork. Ameri-
can anthropology, Joyce finds, emerged out of the total context of the antebel-
lum United States. Add to this persuasive analysis the adventure of the voyage
and enough sex, violence, and grave robbery to keep almost any reader turn-
ing pages, and one has a truly engaging work.

Andrew Denson
Butler University

1William Stanton, The Leopard’s Spot: Scientific Attitudes Toward Race in America, 1815-
1859 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1960); Robert E. Bieder, Science Encounters the Indian,
1820-1880: The Early Years of American Ethnology (Norman, Okla.: Oklahoma University Press,
1986), 55-103.

The Lewis and Clark Expedition: Selections from the Journals Arranged by Topic.
Edited by Gunther Barth (Boston: Bedford /St. Martins, 1998)

The publication of The Lewis and Clark Expedition: Selections from the Journals
Arranged by Topic brings two powerful intellectual forces to the study of Lewis
and Clark. The first is Gunther Barth himself, professor emeritus at the Univer-
sity of California and author of several path-breaking books and articles about
the history of the American West. Barth’s interest in Lewis and Clark dates
back several decades, and he brings a subtle understanding of the peoples and
places they encountered to this brief, annotated version of the expedition jour-
nals. His interests and expertise make a fine addition to the St. Martins Press’s
Bedford Series in History and Culture, a list of nearly five dozen volumes of
essays and primary documents that have been edited by some of the best schol-
ars in the United States.

Following the Bedford Series format, Barth’s work includes an introductory



Book Reviews 67

essay by the editor as well as brief introductions to each chapter of primary
documents. While Barth focuses on “Jefferson’s Designs and Western Reali-
ties” in his introductory essay, the book’s chapters move variously from “The
Two Captains” and “Forging the Corps of Discovery” to “The Challenge of the
Continent,” “Encounters with Native Americans,” and “Flora, Fauna, and Natu-
ral Wonders along the Trail.” These are followed by an epilogue entitled “The
Legacy of the Lewis and Clark Expedition,” which allows Barth to draw on his
considerable expertise in western American history to assess the immediate
aftermath of the expedition.

Though primarily intended for use in college courses, the book’s format will
engage and enlighten those with a general interest in the Lewis and Clark ex-
pedition. Drawing from the expedition journals by topics, rather than follow-
ing simple chronology, Barth is able to isolate and emphasize key aspects of the
expedition. Too often, brief editions of the journals simply high-light dramatic
events that tend to make the expedition seem like one long, exciting journey
across the continent with no other purpose than adventure. Emphasizing par-
ticular themes in the journals allows Barth to better articulate the purposes of
the expedition and how they were carried out at various times. Through the
choices he exercises in determining which excerpts to include, Barth makes
several implicit arguments about the expedition and its importance. He espe-
cially emphasizes the significance of the expedition for the United States in
commercial and diplomatic terms, and uses the journals to articulate this cen-
tral point on several occasions.

In presenting Clark’s planned speech to a group of Crow Indians, for in-
stance, Barth writes that Clark sought to entice Native peoples away from
America’s European trade rivals and incorporate Indians into U.S. commercial
networks by presenting Thomas Jefferson as their “Great Father” who was “not
only benevolent, just, and wise but also . . . rich beyond imagination, ready to
build a trading post for his ‘red children”” (p. 127). Likewise, in presenting the
“Challenge of the Continent,” Barth emphasizes the purposes of the expedi-
tion to explain the difficulties it encountered. The expedition was not so much
challenged by the elements as Jefferson’s hopes and expectations were compli-
cated by the physical realities of North America. There was no easy portage
across the Rockies, as Jefferson expected, nor was the center of North America
one vast realm of future farms.

Barth’s brief edition of the journals is a refreshing counterweight to the hero
worship that so often surrounds the expedition. For that reason alone it is far
superior to Stephen Ambrose’s fatuous Undaunted Courage when considering
books to use in courses that deal with the expedition.! The book is not without
its faults, however. Barth inexplicably bases his journal excerpts on the Origi-
nal Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition edited by Reuben Gold Thwaites in
1904 rather than rely on the recent work of Gary Moulton.? He also strains to
emphasize the significance of Sacagawea for the success of the expedition,
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perhaps as the result of a well-intended effort to incorporate a stronger Native
presence in the book. Readers may find that Barth eventually reiterates the
outdoor adventure narratives of authors like Ambrose. Indeed, the last chapter
of the book focuses on “Natural Wonders,” and Barth seems to forget that
the expedition was primarily about land assessment and not sightseeing.
These criticisms should not detract from the book’s considerable strengths, but
only represent the few points where instructors might want to “teach against”
the text.

Mark Spence

Knox College

IStephen Ambrose, Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of
the American West (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1996).

2Reuben Gold Thwaites, ed., Original Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, 1804-1806, 8
vols. (New York: Dodd, Mead, 1904); Gary Moulton, ed. Journals of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition, 13 vols. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1983-2001). Moulton had published
the portions of the journals that Barth used by 1996.y
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Tuesbay, May 25, 2004

8:30 — 9:30 am
9:30 am

10:00 — 11:30 am

11:30 - 1:00 pm
1:00 - 2:15 pm

2:30 — 4:15 pm

Registration and Coffee

Welcome and Introduction
“The State of the Nevada Historical Society”
Peter Bandurraga, Nevada Historical Society

Nevada Women

“Agents of Change: Cooperative Extension and the Promotion of

Modernity to Rural Nevada Women, 1920 — 1940”
Beverly McBride, University of Nevada, Reno

“Jeanne Elizabeth Wier’s Second Career: Her ‘Evolution” in
History at the University of Nevada”
James Hulse, University of Nevada, Reno

Lunch (on your own)

Diversity in 19" Century Nevada

“TIn Search of Green Gold: Chinese Lumbermen in the Sierra
Nevada”
Sue Fawn Chong, University of Nevada, Las Vegas

“Demography in Nevada, 1860 — 1870”
Elmer Rusco, University of Nevada, Reno

“Manx Immigrants, Celtic Nevada, and the Many Uses of the
Nevada Online Census”
Ronald James, State Historic Preservation Office

Nevada Towns

“The Evolution of an Ethnic Community: Immigration of
[talians to Reno”
Felvia Belaustegui, University of Nevada, Reno

“Golconda 100 Years Ago: A Nevada Town with Great
Expectations”
John Gomes, Nevada Historical Society

“The First Newspaper in Las Vegas: The Las Vegas Times”
Michael Green, Community College of Southern Nevada,
Henderson
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 26, 2004

9:00 - 10:15am  Early Nevada
“Fire in the Mines: The Power of a Mining Disaster”
William Rowley, University of Nevada, Reno

“A Biography of State Treasurer Eben Rhoades”
Patty Cafferata and Dale Erquiaga

10:30 — 11:45 am National Parks and Resources of the Sierra: A Panel Discussion
Moderator: William Rowley, University of Nevada, Reno
Jim Snyder, National Park Service, Yosemite
Jen Huntley-Smith, University of Nevada, Reno
Joxe Mallea, University of Nevada, Reno

11:45-1:00 pm  Lunch (on your own)

1:00 - 2:15 pm Unconventional History

“Arnold Shaw: A Lasting Legacy”

Joyce Marshall-Moore, Arnold Shaw Popular Music Research
Center, University of Nevada, Las Vegas

“That’s Not What I Said: Collecting History the Old-Fashioned
Wayll

Claytee White, University of Nevada, Las Vegas

“The Nevada Artists Research Project at the Nevada Historical
Society”

James McCormick, University of Nevada, Reno

2:30-3:45pm A Nevada Miscellany

“A Grandson’s Search for Roots: The Story of the Montello Train
Robbery of 1873"
Phillip Earl, Nevada Historical Society

“The Buckland Station”
Velma Ford, Yerington

“Bicycle Racing at the Nevada State Fair, 1897 — 1901”
Del Williams, Nevada Historical Society

The Nevada Historical Society is an agency of the Nevada Department of Cultural Affairs Division
of Museums and History. Guests requiring assistance for hearing or other special needs, please
contact NHS at 775/688.1190 by Monday, May 24, 2004.
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NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS

NEvADA DivisioN oF MUseEuMSs AND HISTORY

THE NEvADA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Presents a Centennial Jubilee Exibition

ONE HUNDRED VEARS OF

H1sT0%Y IN NEVADA
THE STORY OF

THE NEVADA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The 2004 Centennial Jubilee of the Nevada Historical Society

May 31, 2004 marks the 100" anniversary of the founding of the Nevada Historical Society on
the campus of the University of Nevada in Reno. To celebrate the remarkable occasion the Histori-
cal Society will host a year-long scries of events. The following are some of the highlights. Mark
you calendars and please join us in celebrating our Centennial Jubilee:

May 23
May 25-26
June 16
July 15

July 17

Sept 18
October 5
October 26
October 29

Nov 24
December 11

Centennial Garden Party Extravaganza

Biennial Conference on Nevada History: “Out of the Past, Into the Future”
“Collecting Nevada Art,” J[im McCormick

Opening Exhibition Reception: Jeanne Elizabeth Wier and the Nevada Historical
Society

Family I'un Day;, a free event to include children’s activities, music by the
Rubber Chicken String Band, book signing by local authors, ice cream and
lemonade

Centennial Jubilee Extravaganza Street Fair (in collaboration with the
Washoe County Library System, also celebrating their centennial in 2004)
Workshop:“Doing Your Family Genealogy,” Michael Maher, Librarian, (9 to
11 a.m.)

Workshop: “Preserving Your Family Treasures,” Lee Brumbaugh, Shery Hayes-
Zorn, Eric Moody, Curators, (9 to 11 a.m.)

Dinner of the Century

Deck the Halls Wreath Extravaganza Silent Auction Opens

History for the Holidays—a free event to include children’s story hour, book
signing by local authors, end of Deck the Halls Wreath Extravaganza silent
auction, homemade cookies and punch

The Nevada Historical Society is located at 1650 N. Virginia St., Reno, NV 89503.

For more information, please call 755 688-1190.

Galleries are open Monday - Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 rwm.
Research Library open Tuesday - Saturday, NooN to 4:00 pm.
Gallery admission: $3.00 for adults, $2.00 for seniors, and free for children under 18.
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Benefits for Museum Members!

When you join or renew your membership in any of the museums of the
Nevada Department of Cultural Affairs, Division of Museums and History you
will become a member of all the museums and receive the additional benefits
of divisional membership. While your contribution will still be dedicated to
the museum of your choice, as a divisional member you now receive reciprocal
membership benefits in all of the divisionis seven museums, free admission to
all museums, the Nevada Historical Society Quarterly, 15% discount at all
museum stores, selected invitations to exhibition openings, public programs,
and special events, and the Nevada Department of Cultural Affairs newsletter.

With your generosity we can continue the outstanding work that Nevada
communities and the visiting public expect from us. Memberships are tax-de-
ductible and support exhibitions, public programs, and collections projects.

Membership Categories
Yes, I want to become a member of the Nevada Division of Museums
and History at the following membership level:

_ Individual $35
__ Family $50
__ Sustaining $100
__ Contributing $250
__ Patron $500
___ Benefactor $1,000
___ Senior* $20

*For those seniors who would simply like free admission, the 15% museum store discounts,
and the divisional newsletter, and not the Nevada Historical Quarterly, we have created a special
senior membership category. For those seniors who would also like to receive the Nevada Histori-
cal Quarterly, membership at the higher levels, beginning at $35, is available.

Member Information

Name(s) TN

Address

City State Zip

Phone: Home _ Business

New Membership _ Renewal Date_ .

Mail this form and your check to: Nevada Historical Society
1650 N. Virginia St.
Reno, NV 89503
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Host Museum Selection and Payment

My check is enclosed for membership in the Nevada Division of
Museums and History and one of the following host museums.

Please check one host museum, make checks payable to the selected host
museum, and mail payment to the host museumis listed address—host muse-
ums receive membership dues directly. Members will receive a membership
card in the mail from the designated host museum.

Host Museums (pick one):

__ Nevada Historical Society ____ East Ely Railroad Depot
1650 North Virginia Street 1100 Avenue A
Reno NV 85903 Ely, NV 89301

____ Nevada State Museum __ Lost City Museum
600 North Carson Street 721 South Highway 169
Carson City, NV 89701 Overton, NV 89040

____ Nevada State Railroad Museum __ Nevada State Museum and
2180 South Carson Street Historical Society
Carson City, NV 89701 700 Twin Lakes Drive
(Please contact this museum Las Vegas, NV 89107

directly for membership,
775-687-6953.)

__ Nevada State Railroad Museum,
Boulder City
600 Yucca Street, P.O. Box 62423
Boulder City, NV 89006-2423

(under development)

B T V) e L T
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STATE OF NEVADA
Kenny C. Guinn, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS
Scott Sisco, Interim Director

DIVISION OF MUSEUMS AND HISTORY
Wallace Steffan, Administrator

ADMINISTRATION
Peter L. Bandurraga, Director
Michael P. Maher, Librarian
Lee P. Brumbaugh, Curator of Photography
Jacqueline L. Clay, Curator of History
Eric N. Moody, Curator of Manuscripts
Sherlyn Hayes-Zorn, Registrar

BOARD OF MUSEUMS AND HISTORY
Bob Stoldal, Chairman, Las Vegas
Sue Fawn Chung, Las Vegas
Renee Diamond, Las Vegas
Sandra Halley, Reno
Donald Hardesty, Reno
Cathie Kelly, Henderson
Suzanne Le Blanc, Las Vegas
Robert A. Ostrovsky, Las Vegas
Janice Pine, Reno
Karen Wells, Reno

Founded in 1904, the Nevada Historical Society seeks to advance the study of the heritage
of Nevada. The Society publishes scholarly studies, indexes, guidebooks, bibliographies,
and the Nevada Historical Society Quarterly; it collects manuscripts, rare books, artifacts,
historical photographs and maps, and makes its collections available for research; it
maintains a museum at its Reno facility; and it is engaged in the development and
publication of educational materials for use in the public schools.
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