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F rr n 308 GTS Is it because this car has raced to more great victories 
than any other car in history? Is it because this car compels 
you with the most captivating automobile design ever 
created? Is it the performance or the excitement. the body 
or the soul? 

Explore its outer limits. Stir to its mystique. Probe 
its unparalleled history. Respond to its feel. Then turn the 
key and give birth to the consummate driving sensation. 

eca se It IS errarl 

See Ferrari at Modern Classic Motors. Reno. 
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FEATURES 
6 WINNERS, by John Bardwell 

Twelve winning photographs were picked by the judges in the third anrfual Great Nevada Picture Hunt. 

18 EVERYTHING WENT UP BUT THE SPEED LIMIT, by Guy Shipler 
The Stventies were boom years that saw growth, rebellion and the end of the open road in Nevada. 

20 THE SAGEBRUSH SWAMI, by Leon Mandel 
Reports on the Eighties' coming attractions, including ERA and a new movement from Rhode Island. 

24 SOME LIK'£ IT HOT, by David Moore & Brad Peterson 
A bather's dozen desert hot springs, and why hot tubs aren't just for parties anymore. 

32 MUENCH'S GALLERY, Photos by David Muench 
Sandstone sculpture and a desert storm over the Valley of Fire. 

34 ONE NIGHT STANDS 
A traveler's guide to old-time Nevada hotels from Tonopah to Ely and back. 

PEOPLE 
13 THE LAST OF THE HOT-TYPE LOVERS, by David W Toll 

Each week publisher Jack McCloskey of Hawthorne tweaks the noses of minor malefactors and blows the pants off the big ones. 

22 CITIZEN CLAY, by Richard Menzies 
From his "bully pulpit" in Lincoln County, Tom Clay preached patriotism, religion and other unpopular causes. 

40 BASQUE HOTELKEEPER, by C. J. Hadley 
Joe Sarasua's first job in Amenca was cleaning spittoons at Elko's Star Hotel. Now he owns it. 

YESTERDAY 
28 RENO'S FIRST ROBBER BARON, by Guy Louis Rocha 

Founding father Myron Lake's toll bridge on the Truckee had Reno's citizens both coming and going. 

30 HORSE SENSE & NONSENSE, by Harry Webb 
Packrat Bill found that what little Johnnie Buckmaster lacked in size he made up for in meanness. 

45 LAS VEGAS HELLDORADO, by Don Beale 
For 45 years the celebration has been as much a part of the city as gambling and Hoover Dam. But where did it get that name? 

OUTDOORS 
48 HIGH ROLLER HOUSEBOA TING, by Julian Stone 

There's nothing like a wilderness experience from indde an air-conditioned cooon. 

50 CANOEING THE COLORADO, by David H. Huntzinger 
For low rolling river adventurers, it's great whether you take the cool stretch from Hoover Dam or the wild run into Grand 
Canyon. 

56 TREK TO DEVIL'S CANYON, by Dick Dorworth 
The Jarbidge Mountains. an alpine range sticking out from the sagebrush desert, had never been skied before. Of course that 
could have been wrong. 

DEPARTMENTS 
4 EDITORIAL 

The writers were wonderful, the photographers hopeless. 

5 LETTERS 
A holiday turkey shoot. 

45 MARCHI APRIL CALENDAR 
A daily guide to city and cow county celebrations. 

16 SHOW GUIDE 
Where to find the stars in the Silver State. 

ON THE COVER: 
Mohave Desert Sunrise, 
Red Rock Canyon 
by David Muench 

page 38 
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EDITORIAL 
Our writers were persistent, but the photographers were hopeless. 
Which is why we began the Great Nevada Picture Hunt. 

When I started working for this 
magazine in 1975, I found a backlog of 
manuscripts but no photographs. 

Not even the standard slide of Lake 
Tahoe framed at the left with trees , or 
a promotional shot of Henderson 
Industrial Days . Not even a black and 
white photo of then-Governor Mike 
O 'Callaghan. 

Editors will admit-sometimes with 
a lump in their throat - that even if the 
words are close to perfect, pictures do 
add to a magazine . So we embarked 
upon a serious search for unique and 
beautiful photographs of Nevada . 

The Great Nevada Picture Hunt was 
started in 1976 to lure sharp-eyed pho­
tographers out of their darkrooms, off 
the cliffs of Ruby Dome and onto the 
pages of this publication . Naturally 
photographers are extremely posses­
sive and proud of their work. They 
would rather not let a solitary 8 X 10 

glossy print out o~ their hands without 
a commitment that the photograph will 
be used uncropped, that the credit line 
will be large, that the check will be an 
enormous one for first-time rights, and 
that the photo will be returned in a 
matter of moments without the hint of 
a fingerprint. 

Unfortunately it just doesn 't happen 
that way 

Nevada Magazine is published six 
times a year and sticks to seasonal 
activities for a large portion of each 
issue. We work six months ahead of 
the on-sale date, which means that in 
winter we are thinking summer, and 
vice versa , and that the photos you 
take this summer ought to be in our 
hands in late fall and could be pub­
lished next July / August, or perhaps 
even the summer after that! 

In past seasons, the Great Nevada 
Picture Hunt has unearthed some 

ESTABLISHED 1919 
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Western Wear for the 
Entire Family 

Stetson & Bailey Hats 
Justin Boots 

Pendleton Shirts 
Tony Lama Boots 

H Bar C Ranchwear 
Stewart Boots 

Pioneer Wear & Scully Leathers 
Lucchese Boots 

IN THE HEART 
OF DOWNTOWN RENO 

151 N. Sierra St .• 323-4481 

VISA . MASTER CHARGE 
VALIDATED PARKING 

enormous talent (like Linda Dufurrena, 
Richard Jung, this year's winner Allan 
Mandell , and R. J. Bissett), and 
because of the response we started The 
LENS section just for photographers. 

The Third Annual Great Nevada 
Picture Hunt attracted more than a 
thousand entries. That contest was 
judged last November by Cliff Seger­
blom, Don Dondero and Howard 
Hickson , who were so impressed with 
the consistent high quality of entries 
that they found picking the winners a 
mighty difficult chore. What they 
finally agreed upon is shown starting 
on page 6. 

In our excitement about the latest 
contest, we forgot to include a "thank 
you" letter when returning the photos 
that did not win awards. We apologize 
for that and encourage non-winners to 
try again this year because many of 
you were not far from picking up a 
prize . As it happens each year a num­
ber of photos not in the final dozen will 
be published (and paid for) in 1980's 
upcoming issues. 

Entry blanks for the Fourth Annual 
Great Nevada Picture Hunt will be in 
the July / August issue, so keep shoot­
ing. We promise, no fingerprints. 

- C. ]. Hadley 

NEVADA FIRST THRIFT 

SAVINGS 
We Guarantee you the 

HIGHEST SAVINGS 
INTEREST RATES on 

a statewide basis 
@ in NEVADA ... 

LOANS 
• REAL ESTATE. MOBILE HOMES. 
• CONSOLIDATE BILLS. AUTO . 

$2,500 to $50,000 
(net) (Of more) 

NEVADA FIRST 
THRIFT STATEWIDE 

RENO LAS VEGAS (3) CARSON CITY 
WINNEMUCCA ELY HENDERSON 

INCUNE VILLAGE FAUON NO. LAS VEGAS 
SPARKS ILKO 



LETTERS 
TURKEY FOR OLD BETSY 

Bud Hage's excellent article on Bruffy's Para­
dise Lost (Jan / Feb 80) was exceptionally inter­
esting to me as I had often handled several of 
tho e old heavy Wright rifles of Roger Bruffy's, I 
would like to add a footnote to his story : 

Bill Blackwell had leased the Raines Ranch in 
Pine Valley and as there were dozens of turkeys 
ready for market Bill decided to have a turkey 
hoot in Pali ade and enlisted the help of town 

mar hall Earl Cobb to help with the "Big Shoot" 
the day before Thanksgiving. The turkeys were 
rounded up and driven to Palisade seven miles 
by Cobb and Tony Siri . But a car had come 
along, spooking the herd and half of them were 
10 t. 

In Palisade, Cobb and Blackwell decided on 
new rules: a 50-yard target and "a bull 's eye a 
man can ee! " Shots 25 cents each and the first 
shooter to hit the bull 's eye could continue to 
shoot at the fee per shot until he missed. 

Two shooters spent 50 cent without getting a 
turkey when Roger Bruffy 's turn came. Of cour e 
this amu ed the crowd as Roger had recently lost 
an eye and secondly chose "Old Betsy ," a 12-
pound 45-70 Sharps as his turkey getter. Every­
body laughed as Roger toed the shooting line. 

Cobb was bullet-hole inspector and Roger and 
his antique Sharps had placed 12 hunks of lead in 
the bull' eye when Blackwell yelled , "Get that 
one-eyed feller outa there! He's runnin' u out of 
turkeys an ' we haven 't taken in but six bits! " 
That ended the turkey shoot for the day until 
some Ie s liberal rules could be e tabli hed . 

Harry Webb 
Tujunga , A . 

DO IT FOR DUNNETT 
You have an outstanding magazine . eat , 

clean cut , very good editing and very good pho­
tography. A state all Nevadans can be proud of. 

I really enjoy and look forward to future 
issue . 

George D. Dunnett 
Elk Grove, CA. 

NEV ADA ON CAMERA 
My first hour-long documentary, "The 

Journey and a Soft Sabre," is completed. It is 
based on Roy Purcell and Montyne, Las Vegas 
artists both of whom I discovered in your pages. 
It has good reviews and we should both be proud 
of this effort. 

John Slagle 
KVVU-TV 

Henderson , V 

I enjoy your magazine very much . Recently I 
was in Reno and used my evada Mag to find 
every good boot store in town . 

Donovan Brown 
Rancho Mirage, CA . 

Just a note to commend David W Toll's 'The 
Compleat evada Traveler. " We have made use 
of its pages all over evada and have consist­
ently benefited from its insights into the history 
of the country we are touring as well as from its 
suggestions for seeing the current sights. 

Ed and Marolyn Hartman 
Moraga , CA. 

In the Spring 1979 edition, Joe Gilder wrote a 
letter concerning the Photo Contest and I quote 
him: 'The judges in my opinion hould really ee 
a good optician. Their lection I found very 
poor quality . When my subscription expires so 
be it. " 

In my opinion Joe Gilder hould see a good 
optician becau e c.J. Hadley would not allow 
"poor quality pictures" to be printed in the state 
magazine so that must mean that Joe Gilder's 
taste is of questionabl quality. 

Dean Harris (age 15) 
Gardnerville , NV 

Fabulous new winning photo are displayed 
tarting on page 6. Gilder, judge again . - Ed. 

BUFFA LO BILL TRICK RO PERS 
This photo is of a group of trick ropers who 

were with the Buffalo Bill Wild West Show when 
they were performing in London , England . 

I hope you will show it to Harry Webb who is 
a survivor of the show. My Uncle Harry is in the 
picture left center row and I feel sure he will 
enjoy the photo . 

Mrs. D. Robison 
Elko, NV 

Trick roper with Buffalo Bill' 
Wild W e t Sho w in London, England. 

INTEREST 
That 's right , American 
Investors can offer you 
17% INTEREST on your 
SAVINGS secured by 
short term LOANS on 
appreciating Nevada 
property. Maximize the 
return on your savings. 
Keep ahead of inflation. 
Talk to American Invest­
ors today. 
Rates can fluctuate up to 3.5% 
over the prime rate. 

FOR: 
AN IDEAL 
INVESTMENT 

• INDIVIDUALS 
• TRUSTS 
• PENSION AND 

PROFIT 
SHARING 
PLANS 

Altt... 
AMERICAN 
INVESTORS 

"PEOPLE YOU 
CAN TALK TO" 

347 South Wells Avenue 
Reno, NV 89502 

786-1633 
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GREAIIJI NEVADA 
PICTURE BVNIIJI 

.... B ... INNBBS 
In Nevada Magazine's third annual photo contest 

12 winners emerged from the hundreds of 
photographs inspected by the judges, who added a 

few comments of their own. 

Linda Haas: "Branding Time" 
2nd Place Am: $75 gift certificate, Luke's Nevada Photo, Reno 

6 

I t was really gratifying to receive 
more than a thousand entries for 

our third photo contest. Of 
course, that made it even more difficult 
to choose just 12 winners from a large 
and outstanding field. In fact , the over­
all quality was so consistent that only a 
few points separated the winners from 
more than 60 honorable mentions. 

Judging this kind of competition is 
never easy and it 's often a thankless 
task. But our judges for this year· were 
surprised at their own enthusiasm . 

Judge Segerblom: "[ would say the 
photographers have a remarkable 
eye. 

Judge Dondero: "The amateurs 
were outstanding. But I think more 
professionals should enter. " 

On the Sweepstakes winner: 

Judge Hickson: "[ like the contrast 
in moods the light and dark, this to 
me really does represent Nevada. " 

Judge Dondero: "[t's a beautiful 
picture. I'd like to have a print of that 
picture for myself." 

Judge Segerblom : "[ would like to 
have come by when the light was like 
that and shot it myself. It's a place 
(Pyramid Lake) where photography 
does a better job than painting. " 

And some suggestions: 

Judge Segerblom: entries in 
1979 were generally weak on human 
interest. Carry the camera with you all 
the time so you 're there when that 
lucky shot happens. " 

Judge Dondero: "Focus the cam­
era. A lot of these photos were good 
but they were not considered because 
they wouldn 't reproduce well. " 

Judge Segerblom: ''To shoot black 
and white, you have to think black and 
white. This is something that takes a 
little training and it takes the ultimate 
in processing you have to master 
the darkroom. Think in terms of values 
(light and dark) rather than color. " 

Judge Hickson: "You could men­
tion to the amateurs that they don 't 
have to blow up the whole negative. A 
lot of people, if they'd cropped better 
could have gone away with prizes. " 

Finally thanks to all who entered 
and hopefully you'll be sending us even 
better shots next time. 

'Judges were Cliff Segerblom, professional pho­
tographer and artist , Las Vegas; Howard Hick­
son, Director of Northeastern Nevada Museum 
and photographer, Elko; Don Dondero, profes­
sional photographer, Reno . 



Allan Mandel: "Pyramid Lake" 
Overall Sweepstakes Winner: Nikon FM 
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Linda Dulurrena: "The Herder" 
1st Place Pro: $100 cash 

lim McHugh : "Trail Boss" 
2nd Place Pro: $75 gift certificate, 

Luke's Nevada Photo, Reno 



Zenie Maroski: "On the Trail" 
6th Place Am: $25 gilt certificate, 

Boulevard Camera, Las Vegas 

Ronald C. Seipel: "Kingsbury Queue" 
4th Place Am: 10 rolJs Fuji film 

Stephen Johns: "Saw Whet Owl" 
3rd Place Am: $50 gilt certificate, 

Photo Emporium, Carson City 

Ron Evans: "Washoe ValJey Ranch" 
1st Place Am: $100 cash 
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Linda DuFurrena: "Bathing Beauty" 
5th Place Pro: 10 rolls Fuji film 

Eileen Bailey: "Indian Relics" 
Jrd Place Pro: $50 giFt certificate, 

Photo Emporium, Carson City 

Velda Britton: "Sierra Sunset" 
5th Place Am: 10 rolls Fuji Film 



Harry Upson: "Ranch near Verdi" 
4th Place Pro: 10 rolls Fuji film 

HONORABLE MENTION 

Kim Adie 
Edward Anderson, Jr. 
Gary Becker 
Ray Berg 
Diane Berry 
John T Biale 
William Bible 
Alan l. Bittler 
Daun Bohalf 
Mark Bosch 
V V Botts 
Larry C. Brown 
Philip R. Brown 
Dena l. Carlson 
Stuart E. Curtis 
Jon A. Dick 
Kim Dowell 
Marianne Eckert 
Gregory Erny 
Bill Fant 
Diane Ferris 

Mary Fischer 
Michael Ford 
Walter E. Gist 
David Hass 
Richard Hockey 
Mercedes Gaudier Jabaut 
Robin Jahnke 
J. Jakabosky 
Jane T Johns 
Richard Jung 
Mark Kimbrough 
Richard P Konczak 
Douglas M. Koza 
Judy Laxague 
Brian G . Leopold 
Richard R. MacDougall 
John Tracy MacEwan 
John F. Maloney 
Arma l. McGusker 
Timothy McKeegan 
George H. Meyer 

Bebe Ann Mills 
Marti Montero 
Susan Moore 
Cathy Claire Newman 
Robert G. Pate 
Karen Peterson 
Michael Plyler 
Wesley Reid 
Gabriele H. Schwarz 
Tyler Sciotto 
Bob Shields 
M. V Smith 
Paul Smith 
Jeffery W . Spicer 
Val Stannard 
Barbara Turner 
Jewel Ware 
William Watts 
William M . Witter 
Kazunori Yonekura 
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A perfect setting 
for your vacation home. 

Galena Forest Estates is a place of extraor­
dinary beauty, a natural wonderland where you 
can build your own vacation home. 

This forest community has been carefully 
planned to complement and enhance this 
beautiful location. Gently rolling hills and 
stands of pine trees will be preserved in both 
the planning and construction process. 

The result: an opportunity for just 337 
families to build a dream home on a lot rang­
ing from 1/2 to over 2 acres in size. 

A master plan assures that Galena Forest 
Estates will remain a beautiful , forested com­
munity. It will grow in a very organized way 
in order to provide community facilities, open 
space and recreation. 

Residents will enjoy a location with year­
round highway access to Lake Tahoe and Reno 
and to some of the world 's finest ski resorts. 
Select your homesite today! 

For information, contact 

Vintage Homes, Inc. Sales Agents 
(702) 323-3323· (702) 849-2101 

P. O. Box 12881, Reno, NV 89510 

1-80 

Lake ____ 1B_ m __ i ____ __ 

Tahoe ... 
N 

Developed by Pacesetter Homes 
NAV # 800006 



Publisher Jack McCloskey of Hawthorne tweaks the noses of 
minor malefactors and blasts the pants off the big ones. Hundreds of 

Nevada legislators and bureaucrats bear the scars inflicted by 
his weekly column. By David W. Toll 

"This is the only weekly in the 
country that requires two 

presses to get out a ten page 
paper " Jack McCloskey used to say 
happily as he led visitors through the 
backshop of the Mineral County Inde­
pendent. 

It was one of Hawthorne's greatest 
attractions, and Jack never tired of 
standing in the midst of it as the mon­
strous black linotype machines were 
clittering and clacking, casting type out 
of molten lead while old Geronimo, the 
immense old press along the north wall 
was ratcheting and flailing away a 
magnificent kinetic sculpture attended 
to by the four Hughes brothers, master 
printers in the classic style. As Jack's 
daughter Joan explains, "Dad doesn't 
go for new things very easily; he really 
sticks it out to the bitter end. " 

Alas the bitter end has come. So far 
had the Independent lagged behind the 
technological parade that the last com­
pany still making the odd-sized sheets 
of newsprint for the obsolete presses · 
announced it would stop producing 
them at the end of 1979 

And so with the greatest reluctance, 
his heels still half dug in, Jack pur­
chased an offset press- an innovation 
of 30 years standing- and the Hughes 
brothers (rather more eagerly) learned 
how to use it. Old Geronimo shud­
dered to a stop for the last time after 
printing the Independent for January 2, 
1980. The last hot-type newspaper in 
Nevada was no more. 

But if it seemed like the end of an era 
when Jack climbed up to sprinkle a 
little Coors over its oily shafts and 
gears in a newspaperman's traditional 
farewell , that notion was dispelled 
when the next week's paper came 
chucking off the end of the new press . 

The paper was a degree whiter and 
crisper the photos were definitely 
clearer and the typestyles slightly dif­
ferent - but there was "Jasper ," Jack's 
commentary on life and the times, 
right where it belongs on the left side of 

page on~ , and the rest of the paper had 
all its familiar quirks intact. 

For it turns out that the machine cen­
tral to the Independent was not the 
inky tonnage of old Geronimo , but the 
round shouldered gray Royal half-bur­
ied in copy perched on its little stand 
in Jack's office. 

This is the trusty weapon on which 
he writes "Jasper " tweaking the noses 
of minor malefactors and blasting the 

pants off the big ones . Hundreds of 
Nevada legislators, office holders and 
functionaries of government bear scars 
inflicted with it. 

"I get my kicks out of observing gov­
ernment," Jack said a few days before 
the great changeover "And it isn ' t that 
I'm just a nitpicker Once in a while I 
compliment someone on doing some­
thing good. But I see supposedly edu­
cated, professional people who haven 't 

Jack M cCloskey checks one of the last front pages printed on old Geronimo. 
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got the slightest conception of the con­
stitution of the U.S. or of Nevada . I see 
professional journalists who butcher 
the English language in such a way that 
they couldn't have earned a passing 
grade out of eighth grade in Tonopah . I 
just kind of enjoy once in a while 
knocking them off their pedestal. " 

"He has given us all advice whether 
we wanted it or not ," says former Gov­
ernor Mike O 'Callaghan ruefully 

"I violate all the rules of professional 
journalism and the rest of the bullshit 
that goes with it ," Jack says . "Years 
ago I stopped printing all the Sheriff's 
Office bookings- the police blotter 
you might call it - because all we were 
doing was embarrassing the people and 
their families ." 

There is a quotation from Lincoln 
beside Jack's office: 

"I like to see a man proud of the 
place in which he lives . I like to see a 
man live so that his place will be proud 
of him ." 

On the other side of the door above 
the old Royal typewriter is the diploma 
Jack received upon graduation from 
Tonopah Grade School in 1925. "They 
had a great disciplinary factor there in 
Tonopah ," says Jack, who was born in 
nearby Goldfield . "They allowed you 
two years in the eighth grade. And if 
you didn't make it , you went down the 

hole: to work in the mines ." 
"I've made 125 miles and 150 dollars 

in my lifetime," Jack told me as he 
packed his pipe and reminisced over 
the years. "I was a registered appren­
tice with the International Typogra­
phic Union in 1927 and I'd been selling 
newspapers in Tonopah since '22 ." At 
14 Jack was junior member of the staff 
at the Tonopah Bonanza . 

"When things got tight ," he says, 
rummaging for a match, "there were 
weeks there where we made more rich 
discoveries in the editorial office, and 
moved a hell of a lot more ore, than the 
miners in the field did. Old Clyde Ter­
rell 'd come in you know and : "Rich 
Strike at Ellendale:' 'big vein and all . 
Didn' t matter whether it was a four­
foot vein or four-inch vein, we had to 
make it sound good. And then they'd 
start selling stock . 

"And of course from '26 on, every 
time a statewide campaign was on, I 
was working around the shop . I was 
the janitor, a flunky sweeping up , and 
hell , I got to meet all the politicians 
coming through, beginning with Tas­
ker Oddie and Sam Arentz." 

"And then Balzar {later Governor 
Fred Balzar} was running, and they'd 
all come into the office and 'Hello, kid . 
What's your name? ' and all. And I 
sized them up and decided which of 

McCLOSKEY'S QUOTATIONS 
The MX Missile System: I tell 

everyone, and I shock them , that I 
am a thousand percent for it. 
Because as long as it's a government 
project it will never be completed. 
There will never be that heavy 
impact on central Nevada . It will 
help unemployment for a while, cre­
ate a little boom like we had here in 
Hawthorne during the war But 
before they get it anywhere near fin­
ished it will be abandoned . So I say 
let 's get 'em in here , let 'em spend 
their money and go . 

Marijuana: My attitude about 
that damned pot has always been 
that if people want to go in a closet 
and get stoned- as long as they 
don ' t come out it ' s their own 
damned business. 

When we were kids down in 
Tonopah marijuana was not illegal. 
It grew right there . Some of it grew 
in the fields , and some of it the Mex­
icans grew in their pots, you know 
like planters . It didn't cost a dime 
and it wasn' t against the law. But we 
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didn' t have the guts to smoke it. We 
watched some of those Chicanos­
and that was a dirty word back 
then- get high on that stuff. They 
were really bombed. 

And two burros got into a field 
where there was a lot of marijuana , 
and they ate it - filled themselves up 
with it. It ruined them . You couldn't 
ride 'em or hitch 'em to a cart­
they'd scrape you off against a tree 
or a fence . And we all said, by God 
if it'll do that to a four-legged jack­
ass, what'll it do to a two-legged 
one? 

The Irish : The Lord didn't intend 
an Irishman to be wealthy or intelli­
gent-just go through life having 
fun and treating people right. 

T radition : When I have car 
trouble , I want to see an old guy 
with a potbelly and greasy arms, 
not some young kid in a white 
smock." 
Being interviewed: If you put down 

something I shouldn' t have said, I'll 
say, "Damn it, I was misquoted ." 

them I'd vote for , if I was old enough . 
And from that day forth I've kept an 
eye on all these guys. " 

When silver fell to 29 cents an ounce 
the mines shut down in Tonopah . The 
Times and the Bonanza merged, and 
Jack moved on to Hawthorne to open a 
new paper with former Bonanza pub­
lisher Will W Booth. "Then , three 
years later he fired Scoop Conners and 
myself On December 31st he told us 
that our services would no longer be 
needed , effective January 1st. 'Can' t 
afford it , he said . 'Can' t afford it. 

"So we started the Independent two 
months later, both of us starving to 
death. That was February 1933 . We 
each put up $200 and I had to go to 
three places to borrow my half of the 
money That was the roughest $200 I 
ever tried to scrape up in my life and it 
was a year before I got the first two fif­
ties paid off. " 

Jack enlisted in the Army during the 
war "I was 35 years old and had flat 
feet ," Jack says . "I couldn' t keep up 
with the troops so they made a male 
WAC out of me . I didn' t contribute 
one thing to winning the war I wasn't 
even considered qualified to work on 
the camp newspaper because I was in 
the infantry " 

After the war he came home to Haw­
thorne and sat back down at his own 
typewriter 

There are photographs of Nevada 
senators Pat McCarran, Key Pittman 
and Alan Bible ("Senator Bibble" Jack 
called him in "Jasper") on Jack's office 
wall . There is a photograph of Fred 
Balzar, in his conductor's uniform with 
the Carson and Colorado Railroad; 
Jack calls him the best governor 
Nevada ever had . Balzar's photo is 
stuck in the frame of a larger picture 
snapped on the last night of legal gam­
bling at the Hermitage Club in Gold­
field , 1910 . There is a certificate of 
ownership in a Bit of the Olde Sod and 
a bumpersticker reading "Kill the Pup­
fish. " 

On the bookcase is a photograph of 
his daughters when they were younger 
The eldest , Joan, is now Governor 
List's secretary She remembers a 
parade of politicians passing through 
during the years she was growing up in 
Hawthorne . "Dad took us to ball 
games and things like that , and he was 
always very involved in our school 
projects . I took part in various speech 
contests and debates in high school and 
he coached me . I learned so much from 
him in that period. 

(Continued on page 31) 
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ALADDIN 
736-0111 
Gladys Knight &< The Pips. thru 3/ 17 
Lola Falana . 3118-417 
Gladys Knight &< The Pips. 4/ 15-28 
Lola Falana . 4/ 29-5/ 19 

CAESARS PALACE 
731-7333 
Willie Nelson. thru 3/ 5 
Frank Sinatra. 3/ 6-12 
Diana Ross . 3/ 13-26 
Tom Jones. 3/ 27-4 / 9 
Frank Sinatra. 4/ 10-16 

CIRCUS CIRCUS 
734-0410 
Round the World Circus Acts 
Ham-midnight . free 

DESERT INN 
733-4444 
Debbie Reynolds-Doc Severinsen. thru 3/ 3 
Dionne Warwick-Foster Brooks. 3/ 4-17 
Glen Campbell-Norm Crosby. 3118-31 

DUNES 
737-4110 
Casino de Paris 
Dinner show 7:45pm. from $15; cocktail show 
11 :45pm. $14 includes 3 drinks 

FLAMINGO HILTON 
733-3111 
Razzle Dazzle 

FOUR QUEENS 
385-4011 
Nightly entertainment 

FRONTIER 
734-0110 
Wayne Newton-Dave Barry. thru 3/ 5 
Roy Clark. 3/ 6-19 
Bobby Vinton-Joan Rivers . 3/ 20-4 / 2 
Steve Lawrence &< Eydie Gorme. 4/ 3-9 
Glen Campbell-Norm Crosby. 4110-30 

HACIENDA 
739-8911 
Ice Fantasy 
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HOLIDAY CASINO 
732-2411 
Wild World of Burlesque 

& -

10pm and 12:30pm. Mon .-Fri. ; also 8pm Sat. ; 
dark Sun .; $6.95 includes 2 drinks 

LANDMARK 
733-1110 
Continuous entertainment 

LAS VEGAS HILTON 
732-5111 
Tony Orlando. thru 3/ 3 
Donnie &< Marie Osmond . 3 / 4-24 
Bill Cosby-Doug Henning. 3/ 25-4/ 15 
liberace. 4/ 16-5112 
Dinner show 8pm. from $22.50; cocktail show 
midnight . Sun .-Thurs. $12 .50. weekends from 
$19 .50 

--
MGM GRAND HOTEL. LAS VEGAS 
739-4567 
Ziegfeld Room : 
Halleluja Hollywood 
Celebrity Room : 
Engelbert . thru 3/ 5 

RIVIERA 
734-5110 
Steve Lawrence &< Eydie Gorme. thru 3/ 5 
Paul Anka . 3/ 6-19 
Tony Orlando. 3 / 20-4 / 2 
Kenny Rogers . 4/ 17-30 

SAHARA 
735-4242 
Tennessee Ernie Ford. thru 3/ 5 
Helen Reddy. 3/ 6-12 
Buddy ·Hackett . 3/ 13-19 
Charo. dinner. 3/ 20-26 
Flip Wilson. midnight . 3/ 20-26 

Caesars Palace, thru 315, and Harrah's Reno, 3113-22. 

MARINA 
739-1500 
Bare Touch of Vegas 

MAXIM 
731-4300 
Olde Tyme Burlesque 
8pm. 10pm. 12:30am. $9 .50 includes 2 drinks 

Lou Rawls-David Brenner. 4/ 3-9 
Don Rickles . 4/ 10-23 
Jerry Lewis-Joey Heatherton . dinner. 4/ 24-5 / 8 
Buddy Hackett . midnight . 4/ 24-5 / 8 

SANDS 
735-2916 
Alan King-Susan Anton. thru 3/ 4 
Shecky Greene-Bernadette Peters. 3/ 5-11 
Tony Bennett-David Brenner. 3/ 12-25 
Wayne Newton . 3 / 26-4 / 22 
Shecky Greene-Bernadette Peters. 4/ 23-5 / 6 



-
SILVER BIRD 
735-4111 
lpi-Tombi , indf. 

SILVER SLIPPER 
734-1212 
Boylesque & Morris as Elvis 

STARDUST 
732-6325 
lido de Paris '80 

TROPICANA 
739-2411 
Folies Bergere '80 
Dinner show 8pm, from $17 .50; cocktail show 
midnight , from $14 

UNION PLAZA 
386-2444 
Broadway entertainment 
Mickey Finn Show, indf. 

CAESARS TAHOE PALACE 
588-3515 
Nightly entertainment, dark Mon . 

CAL-NEV A LODGE 
831-1511 
Willow Street, thru 3/ 2 
Scott & Gillespie, 4/1-27 

CRYSTAL BAY CLUB 
831-0512 
Nightly entertainment 

HARRAH'S LAKE TAHOE 
329-4422 
Hotter'N Hotter, musical comedy, thru 3/ 25 
Captain & Tennille , 3/ 27-4 / 3 
Neil Sedaka , 4/ 4-17 
Bill Cosby-lisa Hartman , 4/ 18-5/1 

HARVEY'S 
588-2411 
Ron Rose Sound, 3/1-4 / 20 
Carmen D'Oro, thru 3/ 2 
Matys Brothers, 3/ 3-16 
Zelia Lehr-Frankie Fanelli , 3/10-30 
little Hero, 3/ 24-4 / 6 
Uptown , 3/ 31-4/13 
JoAnn Jordan, 4/1-13 
Esquires, 4/ 1-21 
Stanley Morgan's Ink Spots, 4/10-4 / 23 
Big Tiny little, 4/14-5 / 4 

HY A IT LAKE TAHOE 
831-1111 
Charlie Dawson Band-Young Country , 3/1-17 
Martha 's Children , 3/18-4 / 6 
Dotson Lee Middleton, 3/19-31 
Judy Crawford Affair, 4/ 2-21 
Motifs , 4/ 8-27 
Steel Wheels , 4/ 23-5 / 5 

SAHARA TAHOE 
588-6211 
(800-648-4322 toll free from CA ., AZ ., OR ., ID ., 
UT.) 
IV Girls IV with Rosemary Clooney , Rose Marie, 
Helen O 'Connell & Margaret Whiting, 3/ 25-30 
George Benson , 4/1-6 
Mac Davis, 4/ 29-5/12 

TAHOE MARINER 
831-3100 
Nightly entertainment 

882-1626 
Four Tunes Plus One, thru 3/ 2 
Manilla Vanilla , 3/ 4-30 
Jerry Sun , 4/1-5/ 4 

CIRCUS CIRCUS 
329-0711 
Round the World Circus Acts 
11am-midnight , free 

ELDORADO 
786-5700 
Reycards, thru 3/ 9 
Dae Han Sisters, 3/10-30 
Checkmates, 4/ 22-5 / 11 

FITZGERALD'S 
786-3663 
Esquires, thru 3/ 2 

HAROLDS CLUB 
329-0881 
Bordello Revue, indf. 

HARRAH'S RENO 
329-4422 
Jerry Lewis-Bert Convy, thru 3/12 
Loretta Lynn , 3/ 23-4 / 9 
John Davidson , 4/10-23 
Tony Orlando, 4/ 24-5 / 7 
Convention Center: 
Willie Nelson, 3/13-22, cocktails only, 8 & 
11 :30pm 

MAPES 
323-1611 
Nightly entertainment 

MAPES MONEY TREE 
323-2023 
Nightly entertainment 

MGM GRAND HOTEL, RENO 
789-2000 
Ziegfeld Theater: 
Hello Hollywood Hello 
Lion 's Den : 

-

liz Damon's Orient Express-Muglestons, 
thru 3/ 4 
Kathryn Chase-Atlantis, 3/ 5-25 
Zaras-Spiral Starecase, 3/ 26-4 / 15 

JOHN ASCUAGA'S NUGGET SPARKS 
358-2233 
Mission Mountain Wood Band , thru 3/ 4 
The Shoppe, 3/ 5-1 8 
Lelands, 3/ 19-4/1 

ONSLOW 
786-7310 
Helen Long, 3/ 3-29 
JoAnn Jordan , 3/ 31-4 / 26 
Ultra Bright, 4/ 28-5 / 31 

ORMSBY HOUSE, CARSON CITY 
882-1890 
Martha 's Children , thru 3/ 2 
The Esquires, 3/ 3-30 
Two of Clubs, thru 3/ 9 

RIVERSIDE 
896-4400 
Dancing to the Fabulous 40's, 3/1-4 / 30 

SAHARA RENO 
322-1111 
"Annie ," comedy, thru 3/ 31 

SHY CLOWN 
358-6632 
Country Western Music 

Elko: Commercial Hotel. 738-3181 
Stockmen's Hotel , 738-5141 

Ely: Hotel Nevada , 289-4414 

Fallon: Fallon Nugget , 423-3111 

Gardnerville: Sharkey's, 782-3133 

Hawthorne: EI Capitan , 945-3322 

Jackpot: Cactus Pete's, 755-2321 
Horseshu Casino, 755-2331 

Wendover: Stateline Casino , 668-2221 

Winnemucca : Winners Inn , 623-2511 

Dates and performers 
subject to change . 
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70's AID 80's 
BverJthing \Vent up but the speed limit. 
O nly 10 years ago you could drive 

into any old gas station, ask a 
cooperative attendant to "Fill 'er 
up ," and pay as little as 26 cents a gal­
lon for your gasoline. Then you could 
take off and drive your car 100 miles 
an hour or more through Nevada's 
wide-open spaces. As long as you 
drove with a reasonable amount of 
skill and stayed on the right-hand side 
of the road, no highway patrolman 
would give you a second glance. 

It was a matter of fierce pride among 
Nevadans, a sign of their dedication to 
the lusty western spirit of independ­
ence, that they had no speed limit on 
their open highways. In 1970, not only 
were they determined to keep it that 
way they were sure they would. 

It was not to be . By the end of the 
decade, the whole scene had changed 
so completely that even Nevada 's abil­
ity to operate under its own speed laws 
had vanished . 

So had a lot of other things once 
regarded as permanent fixtures . No 
longer was any old gas station open 
when you needed it. Most of those that 
were made you "fill 'er up" yourself, 
while the no-longer-cooperative at­
tendants made you feel that it was a 
privilege for you even to be allowed on 
the premises, and you should be grate­
ful to be allowed even to serve your­
self For this dubious privilege you 
were now paying well over a dollar a 
gallon. And when you left with this 
tankful of precious fuel, you sure 
didn' t take off into the wide-open 
Nevada spaces at 100 miles an hour If 
you did, your friendly highway patrol­
man would nail you so hard that you 
wouldn 't be able to afford another tank 
of gas for a month because of the fine. 

Being forced to drive half as fast at 
four or five times the cost symbolized 
more than a severe restraint which the 
Seventies put on Nevada 's traditional 
pattern of doing things its own way It 
was also symbolic of drastic changes in 
all other areas of the state's lifestyle , 
economy and society- changes far 
more wrenching than any that had 
taken place in any other decade in the 
history of this land of sagebrush and 
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The Seventies were boom years for the state as 
Nevadans witnessed city growth, rural rebellion 
and the end of the open road. By Guy Shipler 

silver The foundation of those changes 
was growth. The only thing that went 
down was the speed limit. 

The growth started with the popu­
lation. The 1970 census recorded 
488,738 souls as permanent residents of 
Nevada. By the end of the decade, the 
population had soared to an estimated 
766,600- an increase of more than 57 
percent. Just about everything else 
went right on up with it. In the first 
year of the decade, for instance, there 
were 9,031 new housing units author­
ized in the state. By the end of 1979, 
the authorizations were running at 
around 25,000 a year- nearly a 300 

percent increase. And those figures 
didn't include mobile homes, which 
had sprung up as fast as tumbleweed­
so fast that nobody in state govern­
ment seemed able to come up with an 
accurate count. 

Then there was motor vehicle regis­
tration. If you have been around 
Nevada for any length of time, you 
could tell this was rising because of the 
thickening of air pollution, signal lights 
and traffic jams that have snarled easy 
negotiation in the cities. The figures 
bear it out: 385,000 motor vehicles reg­
ister~d in 1970, 733,000 by the end of 
1979-more than a 110 percent 



increase . 
Even the wide-open spaces were not 

immune from overcrowding . Prolife­
rating herds of wild horses were caus­
ing increasingly painful headaches for 
ranchers. Where there had been about 
12,000 head roaming free across the 
high deserts in 1970, by decade's end 
36,000 threatened to wipe out the 
range feed that ranchers believed 
rightly belonged to their domestic live­
stock . And nobody had yet come up 
with a workable solution. 

Reno and Vegas on the Wing 

Fastest-growing area in the state was 
Reno and environs . That in itself was 
remarkable. For years progress there 
had been staid, slow and drowsy when 
contrasted with the dazzle and glitter 
that blossomed so spectacularly in Las 
Vegas. So conservative was its tone 
and tenor that the Reno area was 
quaintly known as "the New England 
of Nevada ." 

Not so in the Seventies. The number 
of airlines serving the city jumped from 
the three which had held an unchal­
lenged monopoly for years to 10 by the 
end of 1979. Most of the new carriers 
arrived during the last three or four 
years of the decade- and airport 
expansion couldn't keep up . Passengers 
who had for so long been able to stroll 
a few comfortable yards from the ter­
minal to their planes now complained 
that it seemed as if they had to walk 
halfway to Denver through long, tem­
porary (it was hoped) plywood corri­
dors just to find their flight. 

The need for that threefold increase 
in air service was illustrated best by the 
fact that just in 1976 and 1977 15,000 
new jobs had been added to the Reno 
economy This came about largely 
because seven new hotel-casinos 
popped up like mushrooms (MGM 
Grand, Circus Circus, Sahara-Reno, 
Onslow Fitzgerald's, Comstock and 
Sundowner). while at the same time 
existing hotel-casinos were expanding . 
And so it came to pass that Washoe 
County's population rose from 121,000 
in 1970 to more than 200,000 at the end 
of 1979. Of that number nearly 50,000 
people came during the last four years. 

But while all this was going on in the 
north , Las Vegas was not exactly 
standing idle. Clark County's popu-

lation boomed from 273 ,000 in 1970 to 
just over 400,000 by the end of the 
decade. And the county continued to 
lead the state in tourism and in gaming 
revenues , thus providing the bulk of 
the foundation of the state's economy 

Gaming and a New Bonanza 

Gaming and tourism boomed as 
never before in the Seventies, even 
with the threat toward the end of the 
decade posed by the high cost and pos­
sible scarcity of gasoline. In fact , the 
gain was staggering: for the fiscal year 
of April 1, 1969 through April 30, 1970 
(actually a 13-month period) , the gross 
taxable revenue , statewide, from gam­
ing was $543 .7 million . By 1978, the 
system had been revised to a 12-month 
period. 

Result : from July 1 of 1978 through 
June 30,1979, the gross taxable gaming 
income was more than three times as 
great - just under $2 billion. 

Obviously such success in the state's 
basic industry had a tremendous radi­
ating effect through a ttendant busi­
nesses, ranging from motels to fast­
food joints, from bars to restaurants. 
At the end of the decade, this prosper­
ity was continuing, with the only fear 
being that too much competition might 
spread the market too thin . And there 
was also the ominous cloud of reces­
sion and energy problems hovering 
over the future of gaming and tourism . 
There was, therefore , a growing preoc­
cupation with alternate economic pos­
sibilities. 

One alternative is what Gov Robert 
List called "the third renaissance" of 
the mining industry While hardly any­
body was looking- because it had 
been depressed for so long- a mining 
boom has grown so large that some 
true believers in the field say it will 
rival the great days of the Comstock 
Lode of 100 years ago, and will con­
tinue for years. 

That optimism is based on a lot of 
surprising hard facts. Probably most 
surprising is that the boom was born in 
the face of an almost fatal decline in 
Nevada's copper production, brought 
on by a combination of falling prices, 
tough federal air quality control stand­
ards, and-in the case of Anaconda 's 
Yerington operation - an exhaustion of 
the copper supply Ever since World 

War II copper had been the only truly 
substantial mining activity in the state, 
and its virtual demise seemed to signal 
the end of major mining operations . 

Not so. Just as copper declined the 
worldwide price rise in gold brought a 
pickup in Nevada 's precious metal 
mining activity By the end of 1979, 
Nevada was second only to South 
Dakota as the nation's top gold pro­
ducer, and it will be No .1 when Hous­
ton Oil and Minerals Corporation at 
Gold Hill and Silver City and Freeport 
Gold in Elko County get into full pro­
duction. (Meanwhile, silver was mak­
ing the same moves just as fast. ) 

But these developments are just a 
start. The mining boom now extends 
into a whole area of less glamorous but 
extremely important minerals - from 
barite to tungsten , mercury to molyb­
denum, gypsum to limestone, diato­
mite to pumice. Uranium production is 
up , and oil and geothermal energy are 
fast coming into their own in Nevada . 
Most observers see new mining devel­
opments as a most timely cushion 
against possible tourism problems . 

MX: The Biggest of All 

But a potential economic boom , 
even greater than anyone in Nevada 
had ever dreamed of, surfaced toward 
the end of the decade. This was a plan 
by the U.S . Air Force to deploy the MX 
Missile System in much of eastern 
Nevada and western Utah . The slated 
cost of this huge defense system is $33 
billion. It has been advertised as ulti­
mately the most expansive-and 
expensive- engineering project in his­
tory 

But as the decade ended, MX was 
still a big question mark. Whether it 
would be built at all , nobody really 
knew; where it wa .. lid go still had not 
been settled; how much space it would 
take- and how greatly it might change 
Nevada's lifestyles- were not yet 
known. So whether it would be a boon 
or a burden remained a mystery- and 
it was therefore not clear yet whether it 
was wanted or not. And if we didn't 
want it , could we really keep it out 
anyway? 

Sagebrush Politics 

That would present a familiar and 
key political problem , but that would 
not be unusual ; there had been several 
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70's ID80's 
key political d velopments during the 
Seventies. Th most significant took 
place at the la t legi lative se sion of 
the decade, in the pring of 1979. It was 
the pa age of a bill establishing the so­
called "Sagebrush Rebellion, " which 
was a crystallization of the smoldering 
resentment against the f deral govern­
ment for what westerners- and par­
ticularly evadans- regard as far too 
much Wa hington-di rected control 
over their land , lives and livelihood . 

This move served notic on Wash­
ington that the state was claiming own­
ership to orne 49 million acres of land 
that has alway been und r federal 
control or ownership. The idea caught 
on to an unprecedented degree- all the 
other western tates joined in, giving 
Nevada at least moral , po itive sup­
port to the claim. 

So far the reb llion ha not acc m­
plished much . There are many pessi­
mists who believe that it never will , 
and orne claiming to be reali ts who 
say it never should . But it may well 
have some effect in at least calling 
greater attention to the West , and that 
is something that all in thi part of the 
nation seem to agree is important sim­
ply to protect regional interests . 

The most significant thing about the 
great activities of th S venti s was 
their effect on the whole a pect of 

evada . The increa ing complexities of 
modern American society eroded much 
of the state's independence and flex­
ibility during the d cade. Growth had 
brought prosperity but it had also 
brought new ext nded problems . Find­
ing ways to handle such items a s wer 
allocations, energy sources and distri­
bution - and, e pecially the one vital 
commodity that didn 't grow water­
becam more and more difficult. Even 
the law-making proce s had grown 
more complicated; the state legislators' 
biennial s s ions set a new record for 
length almost every time they met , 
simply because it took so much longer 
to make enough ense out of i sues to 
come up with laws that had the be t 
chance of working . 

It was, in short , a decade that , for 
better or worse , had permanently 
changed Nevada , and done so to a 
greater extent than the mo t visionary 
prophets would have imagined in 1970. 
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A desert futurist reports on the Eighties' 
coming attractions, not to mention the ERA and 
a strange new movement from Rhode Island. .... he By Leon Mandel 

Sagebrush 
Swami 
Thu far y u've b en cheat d. 

Here we all are , ab ut t enter a 
h tile d cade b reft of th 
an wer ab ut urvival. And that 
de pite th ca cade of progno­
tication , predicti n , foreca t , alter­
native cenario and futur 10 k by all 
thos pundits, futuri t , f reca t r , 
eer , 0 th ayer , oracl and hawk-

er f gl m . 
We' re her to r dre the wrong, and 

thi articl i by way of public ervice. 
Nevada Magazine, on y ur b half , 
herewith g wh r no man ha g ne 
before, g e boldly a dptain Kirk 
and Sc tty went , to eek ut new 
worlds, however trange. 

We have virtually p lled the tate in 
rder to a mbl a et f que ti n 

you want answered . H re , th n, are 
the que ti n and here to are orne f 
the an wer . 

Over the ne t d cade, will evada 
ee the pa age of the ERA 7 

Earn d Regulat ry A m nts will 
b the oming thing in th next few 
years . Men - th gend r r pr nting 
by far the larger p rcentag f tax­
payer - will vi w Earn d R gulat ry 
Assessm nt in the arne nlighten d 
way th y view v rything with tho e 
dread d fir t initial . Exp rt are pre­
dicting a taxpayers r volt by 1983 . 

ince the agebru h Rebellion i pri­
marily a hard core we tern m vement 
that proceed out of we tern ang t but 
requires ea tern e tabli hment concur­
rence to be ucce ful, will the ea t 
come to under tand what agebru h 
Reb Ilion really mean 7 

What what means? 
Will evada ' population increa e 

dramatically over the ne t decade? 
Full rigg d hip , holds tuffed with 

immigrant from Rhod I land , are 
already ailing thr ugh Kan a n their 

way to Pioch . 
Will th re b adequat water in the 

tate t provide for uch a burgeoning 
population? 

Of c ur e n t. But the Ev rclear 
p opl are increa ing pr du ti n 
1000 % and you remember what arie 
Ant inette aid about cak . 

Will gaming remain the principal 
indu try in the tate? 

Y and n. aming will r main but 
will n longer b the main urce of 

evada revenu . With all 49 ther 
state pas ing casino gaming by the nd 
of the '80 , th exportation f gaming 
t chn 1 gy t a "third w rld" 1 er 
devel ped tate will b com a gold 
mine for vada . W ll , ilv r anyway 

H w about attitud toward 
growth? 

Si fo t, ev n inch will repr ent 
th m dian height f r high ho 1 
male at the end f 10 years . 

What about bringing the cow coun­
tie into the full proce of g vern­
ment? 

Pr c ed cow counti are ur to 
b c m a tapl in ev ry up rmark t 
in the midwest. 

How will the mu tang problem be 
re olved? 

It' hard to r i t th obvi u here , 
but the answ r is that m st of th m will 
be recalled , much to th chagrin f 
Henry Ford II. 

Will the end of the decade ee an MX 
mi ile y tem in place? 

The end of the decad might but 
nothing el e will . 

Turning to athletic , what about the 
future of the univer ity y tem ' inter­
collegiate programs? 

An th r fa cinatingly complex pr b-
lem . Reactionary view f ethical y-
terns, trang new p rts bureaucracie 
created by fed ral pre ur and myriad 



other superficial influences will result 
in a strange· and hypocritical view of 
intercollegiate sports. We will have 
turned 180 degreees from our current , 
sane view of spo~ts as business as usual 
and academics as necessary but both­
ersome window dressing for Saturday 
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and Sunday football and basketball. 
Jerry Tarkanian , however will be 
unaffected since, as of 1985, he will 
have been commissioner of the BA. 

By the end of the decade, will 
Nevada finally be represented by a big 
league team? 

ot just represented, championed . 
The Boulder City Crossroaders of the 
National Blackjack League will go 
undefeated and untied through 1993. 

WjJf the north/ outh high school 
sports balance be redressed? 

Only girls' teams will get new uni­
forms . Boys' sports participants will 
have to dress in the same drab, dreary 
old stuff. 

Getting back to major issue , will 
Nevada 's interstate highway system 
ever be completed? 

Again, an enormously complex 
problem. Superhighways (as they are 
called) take a long time to build and 
lots and lots of a substance called con­
crete. Then you have to go around to 
the prisons and cajole the inmates into 
making signs, then you have to find an 
out-of-work English teacher to 
approve the spelling, then you have to 
find a retired memo writer from the 
Department of Health , Education and 
Welfare (better still the Internal Reve­
nue Service) to translate what's written 
on the signs into gibberish. After that, 
you've got to scour the universe for 
somebody who can paint a straight 
line. So maybe 10 years after you start , 
you're almost ready to open up . Unfor­
tunately a superhighway (as they are 
called) only lasts nine years, and we 
don ' t have any money to fix the ones 
we already have, so when Nevada 's 
superhighways (AT AC) are finally fin­
ished , they will have big dropoffs at 
both ends of the state. 

We've seen it happen in California; 
will earthquake fever strike here too? 

Put your mind at ease , alifornians 
have demonstrated time and time again 
they'll do anything for a laugh . We in 
Nevada know better: we' ll earthquake 
all right , but with dignity and only in 
the better discos. 

What about geothermal energy? 
The few geotherms left at the end of 

the decade will have been penned on a 
reservation and will have totally 
exhausted their energy trying to keep 
up with the twists and turns of 
Nevada 's intercollegiate athletics . 

What might a piece run in Nevada 
Magazine 10 years from now say about 
the upcoming decade of the '90s? 

Roughly 11 seconds after this issue 
hits the stand , Nevada Magazine will 
be barred from doing Upcoming 
Decade stories forever. 0 
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Citizen Clay 
While in his nineties publisher Tom Clay championed patriotism, 

religion and other unpopular cause from his "bully pulpit" in 
Lincoln County. By Richard Menzies 
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"Well, my philosophy is just as 
simple as hell. If this is not a better 
world than it would have been had I 
not been here, then my life has been 
lived in vain ." 

- Thomas Lyman Clay 
1882-1979 

D uring his 97-year sojourn on the 
planet , Tom Clay tried his hand 

at a number of occupations, but 
in Nevada he'll no doubt be best 
remembered as publisher and out­
spoken editor-in-chief of the Lincoln 
County Record. Since 1972 Clay had 
been a fixture at his writing desk , sur­
rounded by books and papers, his 
ever-present cigarette and star-span­
gled coffee mug close at hand. Borrow­
ing a phrase from one of his heroes, 
Teddy Roosevelt , Tom liked to think 
of his office as "a bully pulpit ," and 
from it he preached a relentless sermon 
championing patriotism , religion and a 
variety of other unpopular causes . But 
perhaps nothing had won him as much 
enmity as his one-man editorial war 
against the state's major industry­
gambling . 

"My big kick in Nevada ," observed 
Clay with characteristic bluntness, "is 
that we're just a parasite . We don't 
produce; we just live off of people we 
can get to come here and take away 
their money Like a casino down there 
in Vegas's got a sign up: 'Come in and 
double your paycheck .' Well , if people 



could do that , where in the hell would 
the casino be? P T Barnum said there's 
a fool born every minute, but he wasn' t 
acquainted with evada, I don't think. 
I think there's two. " 

When he first took over the weekly 
newspaper the crusading nonagena­
rian contribute~ just one column a 
week, but his output rapidly increased 
until an average of two inside pages 
and half the front page were consumed 
by the rambling prose that one reader 
complained was impossible to read 
without the help of a Bible and diction­
ary Others complained that the news­
paper billed as "the voice of citizens" 
had become largely the voice f citizen 
Clay 

"People don' t like to be preached at 
all the time, " complained a disgruntled 
ex-employee, noting that under Clay's 
management the newspaper had lost 
over fifty thousand dollars while losing 
two-thirds of its paid subscriber . 

" I don 't think you can measure 
things by their popularity " countered 
Clay "Jesus wasn't very popular Lin­
coln had to sneak into Washington to 
keep from being assassinated. I don' t 
think Truman was appreciated so 
much when he was president. And I 
say this- I like pats on the back . But 
the pats that really mean anything is 
when I can pat myself on the back, if 
you get what I mean. " 

Thomas Lyman Clay was born in 
ebraska on October 2, 1882, "an 

exception to th heresay rule," as he 
explained it : "I was there, but I don' t 
remember a goddamn thing ." Later his 
family moved to southern California , 
where Tom earned a law degree at USC 
and practiced civil law for 30 years 
before retiring his shingle to become a 
gentleman farmer in the Imperial Val­
ley In 1962 he moved to evada and 
bought up three thousand acres 
between Panaca and Caliente, where 
he ranched and raised prize winning 
Appaloosa horses until advancing age 
forced him to slow down. 

But if Clay's body was slowing, his 
mind remained remarkably sharp, 
bearing the imprint of a lifetime of 
broad reading and deep thinking . He 
was fond of quoting Elbert Hubbard , 
Sir Edward oke, William McGuffey 
and a lot of other thinkers no one ever 
thinks of anymore. In his more opti­
mistic moment he envisioned a spirit­
ual rebirth in store for the country a 
return to the days of Thomas Paine, 
Jefferson and Ben Franklin, when 
"great ideas were in the air " 

Most of all , Tom Clay longed to see 
the return of the work ethic . Retire­
ment was anath ma to him , and he 
couldn' t stand the thought of a leisure­
oriented society of people just sitting 
around , doing nothing, living off the 
fat of the land. 

If it's possible to raise hell in heaven , 
I'm sure that 's what Tom is doing up 
there. 0 
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M ore than 150 hot springs are 
scattered about the evada 

de ert. While most are known 
best by coyotes, bobcats and birds, 
perhaps 50 springs are perfectly suited 
to the art of hot bathing, all with dis­
tinct personalities and settings that run 
the course from cow pastures to alkali 
flats to fancy resorts. 

Swimmers at Warm Springs near 
Moapa can laze in relaxed luxury with 
several pools-one 200 feet long­
shaded by native palms on Desert 
Oasis' manicured grounds. At night 
decorative lights dance in the trees, 
adding a touch of James Bond to the 
steaming scene. Last year Playboy vis­
ited the resort to photograph its Play­
mate of the Year and another 
centerfold was shot there recently 

At backcountry springs you're likely 
to run into more skinnydipping pros­
pectors than Playmates. Places like 
Spencer's and Kyle once were fre­
quented by on-the-move Paiutes and 
Shoshones, and by dusty buckaroos 
who stopped to wash away the dirt of 
the trail and massage their saddle­
weary bones. 

The Ward Springs ar a in north­
western evada has a reported 75 acres 
of hot springs that dem nstrate the 
variety of temperatures and forms that 
nature's spas take on the surface. Some 
spring water has never seen the surface 

Playmates, buckaroos and 
a bather's dozen of Nevada's 
top desert springs. 
By David Moore 

before, having percolated upward 
from the earth's innard . Others are 
recycled groundwater, created when 
runoff meets hot underground forma­
tions and returns to the top muy 
caliente. 

These great forces beli the fragile 
nature of prings cluttered with beer 
cans and discarded fenders, and those 
that have lost man-made features t o. 
An example of the latter occurred at 
Spencer's a few years ago. Two build­
ings were nearly down, one suffering 
from a recent case of salvage. The old 
cabin had b en torn down by some 
idiot and old in Col rado-at lea t 
that's what hi note aid. 

Since nature's own processes some­
times get out f hand, many springs are 

A colorful man-made gey er teams at Fly Ranch north of Gerlach. 
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unsafe for wimming. Beware, because 
not all dangerously-hot springs are 
posted. Gerlach's pools are now posted 
closed, and the hot spring near Elko 
are off-limits. Also, the springs at the 
north end of Pyramid Lake have been 
closed to the public. 

Foil wing is a bather's dozen of hot 
and healthy evada hot springs. 

ROGERS SPRI G - Lake Mead ational Rec­
reation Area , 15 mi. south of Overton on th 

orth Shore Road. Roger i moth-bottomed 
and shaded by one of the world ' large t tamar­
isk tree . Camping was bann d 10 years ago, but 
the pring remain a popular family wimming 
and picnic spot with no fee . Tend to be crowded 
on good-weather weekend . 

WARM PRI GS DE ERT OASIS- near 
Moapa ; from La Vegas take 1-15 49 mi . to Glen­
dale, th n 9 mi . west on evada 7-168. Phon 
865-2780 . De rt Oasis was named the o . 1 
warm pring resort in America in 1978 by 
Esquire Magazine, and it urely i the mo t styl­
i h in the Silver Stat . Large grove of palms sur­
round the four hot pools, one of which i 200 f et 
I ng, and a giant waterslide ha been installed . 
This year the re ort became a private club; mem­
ber hip is $25 a year, and ea h vi iting party 
must includ a member. Hours are 9 a .m.-7 p .m. 
Swim f s are $4 (52 for kid 5 and und d , a 
table i 52 and barbecue with charc al i $3. The 
campgr und ha ro m for 50 trailers, and fees 
are figured by per on per night - two people can 
tay the night for 514.30, while a week's stay i 

535 . Warm Springs also ha a nack bar, grocer­
ie and a children's arcade. Drinking is allowed , 
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say owner Bob Plummer, but drunks a re not. 
The pring a re the hom o f a ra re pupfi h, but a 
threa t of closur has ended with the govern­
ment ' purcha e of neighboring pring . 

ASH PRI GS- 7 mi. north of Ala mo on 
U.S. 93 . A pleasa nt trea m with pi , ranging 
fr m 92 to 86 0 A h Spring ' lo ngtime ta tus a 
a publi wimm ing hole i in lim bo ince state 
health officia l que ti ned it clea nliness last 
year. The pring was po ted clo d la t winter, 
but local till u I.' it for wimming a nd bathing. 
Aero the highwa y is the Oa is market and 
drive- in . 

AUE TE HOT SPRI G MOTEL-
aliente. Pho ne 726-3777. The h t pring tha t 

gave th town of a liente it s nam a re pa rt f 
th i 12-unit mo tel n U.S. 93 . You ca n either 
drop in for a wim (51 .50) o r ta y a t the mo tel 
($16 and up) a do a good number f a lifo rn ia 
visit ors each yea r. Three separa t mineral ba th 
of a b ut 100 0 a re in a building, and ther ' al 0 a 
wa rm outdoor pool open in the pring a nd um-
mer . 

BAILEY'S HOT SPRI GS RA CH- 6 mi. 
no rth o f B a ll y o n U.S. 95 . Phone 553-2395 . 
Ba iley's feature two natural poo ls of 104 and 
108 with a $1 ba thing fee, a nd i op n from 
ea rl y mo rning to 11 p .m. The ranch include a 
ba r, a dinner ho u e, lawn, barbecue a rea a nd a 
ca mpgr und o The nightly fee fo r o ne of th ix 
tra iler pace i $5.50 and other camping i 53 per 
vehicle, including swimming privileges . Owner 
Elmer Ba iley ha plans for a motel. jacuzzi and 
h wer . 

(Continued on next page) 

The backyard spa, one of 
America's hottest status 
symbols, is getting a new 
image. It isn't just for parties 
anymore. By Brad Peterson 

I f you don' t own your own hot 
spring, you can at least have an ele­

gant equivalent in the back yard. 
Hot tubs, those pools in which hot 
water is circulated with air to create a 
gentle , soothing turbulence, are help­
ing many Americans heal sore muscles 
and relax in style. 

Between 2,000 and 3,000 persons 
own hot tubs in Las Vegas, says tub 
deal r Chri Koombs. Like the rest of 
the country Las Vegas is buying the e 
acrylic, fib rglass and wood c ntainer 
for two major reasons: one, they have 
proven to be good therapy for those 
suffering from a variety of ailments 
and , two , they are fun to use for inti-

mate parties with friends . 
Tub owner Russell Corbett bought 

his for medical r a ns . It gives him 
temporary relief, ays Corbett , a suf­
ferer of spinal arthritis. 

Another person old on the ther­
apeutic virtues of h t tubs is Mike 
Madigan, account executive at a Las 
Vegas radio tation . Madigan was 
familiar with hot tubs long before he 
came to Las Vegas. During his college 
football days in Iowa , he says, "We 
had a horse trough which we'd fill with 
hot w<'!ter, and you could get five very 
large people in there ." 

ovel. indeed , but Madigan has 
graduated since then to a tub of the 
conventional redwood variety Like 
most such tub , Madigan 's includes 
jets, or openings on the inner wall of 

checking on these tax breaks with a 
doctor or tax man, since the Internal 
Revenue Service is "pretty touchy" 
about uch deductions . If you' r not 
careful you can get more of a oaking 
than your tub gives you already 

Corb tt and Madigan much prefer 
redwood tub to those made of fib r­
glass, acrylic or plaster Corbett ays , 
"I think there's a trend towards natural 
objects rather than man-made object . 
Maybe redwood tubs are popular 
b cau e Las Vegas is a town of pia tic , 
glitter and lights . That's probably why 
people like the serenity of wood tubs 
rather than plastic or fibergla tub. " 

Two other popular woods are oak 
and cedar, although tub expert believ 
redwood is best because it resists rot 
and decay Reno Spa Master dealer 

One way to avoid that long drive to a hot springs is to ha ve a hot tub at home. 

the tub, which create the massaging 
turbulence. The jets are attached to 
plumbing connected to a water pump . 
In essence, the water pump mixes 
water with air and forces it through the 
jets. 

Coupled with the heated water, 
which ranges from 103 0 to 106 0 the 
therapeutic effect is achieved , say doc­
tors and patients . 

There's a financial ide benefit , too . 
If a hot tub is prescribed to someone by 
a doctor, that pers n can deduct part 
or all of the cost of the tub from his or 
her income taxes . Koombs suggests 

Ray Smith says, "A redwood tub if 
properly cared for will last 80 or 90 
years- at least that's what the industry 
tells us ." 

Smith, who estimates that up to 
2,000 people have tubs in the Reno­
Tahoe area , also favors redwood . 
"Some people like fiberglass because 
they see it as requiring less mainte­
nance . But the aesthetic value of a 
wo d tub is much better in my opin­
ion ." It will also hold heat longer 
because of its thickness, he says. 

Koombs likes fiberglass more than 
wood . "Redwood tubs are not as com-
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FAMILY FUN 
PLUS 

Total Relaxation 
Relief of Tension 

Visit our store where our 
qualified people will 
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questions and help 
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will not be pushed to buy anything unnecessary or 
unsuitable for your needs. 

COME SEE US. WE THINK YOU WILL BE PLEASED. 
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322-2080 
4TH & VINE ST. 

'SPORTSMANS CORNER' RENO 

~ClCi"" Nevada 's Largest Showroom Display 
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FOUR SEASONS OF FUN! 

OUR SHOWROOM IS IN OUR CUSTOMER'S HOME 

PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENT 

(702) 329-1702 

fortable as a contoured or smooth 
fiberglass tub," he points out. "For 
older people, it's harder to get in and 
out of a redwood tub than one made of 
fiberglass." Smith has an easy way to 
compare the weights of fiberglass spas: 
pick each one up or move it around. 

And another hot tip : wood tubs and 
fiberglass spas are not cheap. Koombs 
says the smallest bankroll a hot tub 
shopper should have is $2,000. That 
will get you a basic six-foot-diameter 
fiberglass spa. Installation is $1,500 
extra. 

Then there are extras such as elec­
trical conduit, water heaters, jets and 
water lines . Tack on another $500. 

Of course, you can get by without 
calling in a tub installer Invite some 
friends over including a few handy­
man types, to ' help put it together 
Then throw a party 0 

HOT SPRINGS (Continued) 

DARRO W'S-half mi. east of evada 8A-376 
between Austin and Tonopah in the middle of 
Big Smoky Valley ; watch for the mailbox . Dar­
row's is a former stage stop with a big old cement 
pool , a prominent geyser and changing rooms. 
Mr. Darrow charges 51 per swimmer. The 
swimming and valley view are excellent. 

SPE CER'S-I cated in Big Smoky Valley 
about 25 mi. east of Austin. Take the prominent 
dirt road off evada 8A-376 just south of its 
junction with U.S . 50, driving east for several 
miles, then follow signs to Spencer's . It ' one of 

evada 's finest remote (and unattended ) ranch­
land springs, with pool. old buildings and bath­
house . Plenty of room for camping and great 
scenery . However, the roads can be tough driv­
ing in wet weather; inquire locally first. 

KYLE HOT SPRI GS- about 10 mi . outh­
east of Unionville , in all 61 mi. from Lovelock 
and 55 from Winnemucca via 1-80 and evada 
50-400. On the Spring Valley Rd . (50-400) follow 
signs beyond the Unionville turnoff and then ea t 
to Kyle, reached by a dirt road of about 8 miles . 
This hot spring is remote and peaceful. in a sage­
brush valley at the western foot of the East 
Range . You can expect to see no one else there. 
The spring is known locally for the curative 
powers it had on Lovelock's heavier-drinking 
citizens in the Forties and Fifties. The local sheriff 
would round up all the town drunks in a flatbed 
truck and haul them out to Kyle, where they 
would be left with a few days' food to dry out. 
After several days of hot baths , food and no 
booze, the pa-goers were picked up and taken 
home, fully cured for at least another week . 

G ROV ER HOT SPRI GS - 30 miles south of 
Gardnerville in the Sierra forest ; take California 
89 to Markleeville , then we t to Grover Hot 
Springs State Park. Phone 916-694-2248 . You 
can swim in the hot pool (102° ) and then jump in 
the cool pool (80 °). though that usually pr pells 
the swimmer back in the hot one . Fee is $] . From 
October through April the springs are open 1-8 



p.m. Monday-Thur day and 8 a .m.-9:45 p .m. 
Friday-Sunday . May through September the 
hours are 8 a .m.-9:45 p.m. daily. Grover' p pu­
larity has forced the park people to allow a lim­
ited number of swimmer in at one time. earby 
there are campgrounds and picnic areas , a well 
as beautiful Sierra trails and cenery . A favorite 
apre -ski rendezvous. 

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS- Steamboat 11 mi. 
south of downtown Reno on U.S. 395. Phone 
825-6600. Pas ing motorists will notice the 
strong sulfur sm II. This large group of springs 
was popular back in the 1860s, when Mark 
Twain wrote to a friend that "one can hear a con­
sta nt rumbling and surging, somewhat re em­
bling the noises peculiar to a steamboat in 
motion- hence the name." Today Steamboat i 
less a r sort than a curative spa , and owner D r­
othy Towne, a registered nurse , says that "there's 
no hanky panky here. " A full treatment at the 
springs take three hours. It includes trip to a 
mineral tub , steam room, cot to per pire, mas­
sage and hydrotherapy pool. Total cost is $33 . 
The mineral tub only is $5 . 

CARSO HOT SPRI GS-Airport Road 
in Carson City. Phone 882-9863 . Recently reno­
vated, Carson Hot Springs is a relaxed public spa 
with open pool. 10 private baths, campground 
and bar-restaurant. The pool ($2) is normally 
98°_103° and the ba ths (55) run 106°-112° Fre­
quent swimmers may want to buy a 10- wim 
ca rd for $16 or a $32 ticket g od for 10 baths . 
O pen 8 a.m. to midnight daily. Camping is $J5 a 
week, Next door is Hagel's Dinner House, an 
excellent local eatery. During warmer months 

the pool is a hangout for the ar on City jet set. 
RIV ER I - 4 mi . west of downtown Reno 

on old U.S . 40 n ar 1-80 . The inn and it popular 

springs on thE' Truckee River were closed two 
yE'ars ago but may reopen if plans are approved 
for a proposed hot I-casino on the site. 0 

WHEN HOT IS TOO HOT, WATCH OUT 
As inviting and healthful as hot 

springs may be in most circum­
stances, they have proved harmful, 
even fatal in others . Hot springs 
vary in temperature; some are 
warm , others near boiling. With a 
few precautions, a visit to an 
unknown hot spring can be a 
rewa.rding experience. 

Approach cautiously If the 
springs have formed a pool, the 
banks are probably very slippery 
Look for an easy acces , or have 
someone with firm footing hold on 
to you as you test the waters. Some 
springs have marshy ground for 
some distance around the spring 
itself, and stepping into the soft 
ground can allow hot water into 
your shoes or boots. 

If you are unsure of the water's 
temperature, start testing the water 
some distance from the source, 
where it has had a chance to cool in 
the surrounding air In winter the 
amount of rising steam can be an 

indication of temperature- the 
more steam, the hotter the water 
Summer is when you can be 
deceived, as steam is less likely to 
appear 

Another sign to watch for is the 
presence of animal tracks near the 
water Animals seem to sense when 
it has cooled enough to drink. 
Rodents floating on the surface of a 
hot spring pond are usually there 
because they have been scalded to 
death. 

In the case of hot springs, alcohol 
and water do not mix . Most com­
mercial mineral bath operators do 
not allow drinking and bathing. If 
you are in an undeveloped spring, 
the same common sense should 
apply Not only can the use of alco­
hol combined with high water tem­
peratures cause impaired circu­
lation , but it can dull your sense of 
touch to the point that you can be 
scalded before you know it. 

- Pandion 
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Reno's First 
Robber 
Baron 

Founding father Myron Lake 
was a man of vision and avarice, 
whose toll bridge had Reno 
citizens both coming and going. 
Some said he had created a town 
in order to bleed it. 
By Guy Louis Rocha 

H is death was not so deeply de­
plored by the community at large 

as it should have been ," wrote 
Al1en C. Bragg, editor of the Reno Eve­
ning Gazette and a rare friend of 
Myron Charles Lake . The founder of 
Reno had made many enemies while he 
lived . As far as most people who knew 
him were concerned , his passing in 
1884 went unmourned . 

It wasn 't that Lake lacked wealth , 
fame and prominence in his commu­
nity Through his early tol1 bridge and 
hostelry on the Truckee, he had guided 
commercial traffic between the north­
ern Sierra and the Comstock. Later he 
enticed the Central Pacific to establish 
a station at his humble but busy cross­
ing, and Reno was born . 

He had been a shrewd man , with 
force and vision, and he did many 
things for Reno. His instincts , how­
ever, were not those of public service 
for which founding fathers are so wel1 
known. His actions frequently hurt 
and angered citizens of the town he 
established , and they eventual1y turned 
against him . Some said that Lake had 
created a town in order to bleed it. 

The passage of time has obscured 
much of what we know about Lake. 
His controversial business practices, a 
lengthy and much-publicized divorce , 
and even the date when Lake's Cross­
ing was established in the Truckee 
Meadows have been forgotten , over­
looked , or inaccurately represented. 

Let's set the record straight on 
Myron Lake. 

The date of Lake's arrival on the 
Truckee has been disputed and mis­
represented for many years. The year , 
in fact , was 1861, as attested by an 
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advertisement Lake ran in the Territo­
rial Enterprise announcing his purchase 
of Ful1er's Crossing {see box}. But there 
is much more to the Lake story than 
just the question of when he came to 
the Truckee Meadows. 

Lake clearly demonstrated his busi­
ness acumen when he acquired Ful1er's 
Crossing and then obtained a tol1 road 
franchise from the Nevada Territorial 
Legislature in 1862 . With the franchise , 
the wily entrepreneur acquired a 
monopoly on the use of the Sierra Val­
ley Road {now Virginia Street} and its 
valuable Comstock traffic for the next 
10 years. 

In the late 1860s, the building of the 
nation 's first transcontinental railroad , 
which would cross the Truckee Mead­
ows, aroused the best and the worst 
interests of the man destined to become 
Reno's founder While the Central 
Pacific Railroad's track crew hastily 
advanced toward Lake's Crossing in 
early 1868, Myron Lake was negotiat­
ing with company officials for a town­
site on his property The railroad inter­
ests found themselves considering an 
offer they could not refuse . Lake got 
his town, named after Civil War Gen­
eral Jesse L. Reno, and the Central 
Pacific received a right-of-way across 
Lake's property and, according to edi­
tor Bragg, every alternate block in the 
new town-site. 

"When the railroad reached Reno, " 
Bragg wrote , "it stopped nearly al1 the 
traffic that had been crossing the 
mountains via Donner Lake, and the 
vast number of teams engaged in haul­
ing freight were immediately trans­
ferred to the road between Reno, 
Virginia City Carson City Empire 

and points further south, and Mr Lake 
began making money hand over fist. " 

Lake charged what must have been 
considered an exorbitant tol1 , $1 for 
each horse-drawn vehicle , and other 
fees for larger wagon teams, horse­
riders , pedestrians, and domestic ani­
mals. His account books, Bragg tel1s 
us , showed tol1 bridge receipts totaling 
as much as $2,500 per day A check of 
Lake's records shows his average daily 
take to be about $250 to $300- at a 
time when the Comstock's miners were 
among the highest paid in the world in 
their profession at $4 a day In al1 , 
Lake was earning more than $100,000 a 
year 

Besides his lucrative tol1 road fran ­
chise, Lake had other ways to fil1 his 
growing coffers. In 1869, he built a 
new and larger hotel at a cost of 
$23,000 after a fire destroyed Ful1er's 
original structure. The fol1owing year 
he constructed a brick kiln to meet the 
demand for building materials in Reno . 
Both businesses received a brisk and 
profitable trade . 

In 1871 Lake established the South 
Addition directly across the Truckee 
River from Reno. Clever as always, 
Lake offered the Washoe County Com­
missioners a parcel of land in his new 
addition as a site for a proposed court­
house . The evada Legislature had 
recently moved the county seat from 
Washoe City to Reno, and Lake recog­
nized that the courthouse would make 
a nice centerpiece to the South Addi­
tion . More importantly this avaricious 
businessman surely knew that the 
townspeople of Reno would have to 
cross his bridge to transact their official 
business at the county courthouse . 
Despite some loud and lengthy protests 
from Reno citizens, Lake got his court­
house. 

From the community's inception , 
popular sentiment in Reno cal1ed for 
the purchase of Lake's tol1 bridge . 
Lake, for obvious reasons , would not 
hear of it. Their purchase efforts 
blocked, Renoites circulated a petition 
demanding a tol1 reduction in early 
1869. Lake vehemently protested such 
action , arguing that "he and his bridge 
were both here before Reno was a 
town. " 

His protests resulted in a six-month 
delay of the petition 's consideration . 
Final1y in June 1869, the commission­
ers passed a general 25-cent rate reduc­
tion. Lake seemed to take the action in 
stride, but many of Reno's citizens 
were satisfied only temporarily 

In 1870, there was some talk of 



Washoe County building a "f ree 
bridge" to span the Truckee River 
below Lake's. othing came of it. The 
following year criticism of Lake's toll 
bridge monopoly escalated, especially 
after the county commISSIOners 
approved the location of the new 
courthouse across the river from Reno. 
At the same time, irate businessmen 
cut delivery service to the growing 
population on the south side of the 
river because their clerks had to pay 
each time they crossed Lake's bridge. 

Area residents , whether they lived on 
the north or south side of the Truckee, 
found that Lake had them both coming 
and going. 

Events came to a head on the bridge 
question during 1872 and early 1873. A 
sign of things to come occurred when 
Lake lost a legal battle in the Nevada 
Supreme Court over the construction 
of the Virginia & Truckee Railroad 
bridge. Lake had noticed that hundreds 
of people were using the newly-built 
bridge just east of his crossing to avoid 

M yron Lake m ade nearly $1 million in ten years From his toJ/ bridge. This 1868 photo­
graph shows Lake's Bridge looking north in what is now Reno' downtown. 

RENO HISTORY MYSTERY SOLVED 
Following the lead of Myron 

Angel's trailblazing History of 
Nevada (1881), most historians, 
journalists, and just about anybody 
with an interest in Reno's history 
have agreed that 1863 was the year 
of the beginnings of Lake's Cross­
ing. The argument has gone that in 
that year the enterprising Lake 

traded his Honey Lake property in 
Lassen County California , to C. W 
"Bill" Fuller for the land now occu­
pied by downtown Reno. Fuller had 
arrived in the Truckee Meadows in 
1859. 

Other dates have been claimed for 
Lake's permanent move to Nevada 
and include every year from 1859 to 
1863. Ironically this mystery could 
have been solved years ago. 

On June 29 1861, Myron Lake 
placed an advertisement in Virginia 
City's Territorial Enterprise cap­
tioned "Bridge and Hotel at Fuller's 
Crossing." The ad ran for three 
months, noting Lake's purchase of 
the hotel that Fuller had built in 
early 1860. With many people trav­
eling from California to the boom­
ing Comstock, Lake's most 
attractive selling point was his 
crossing's strategic location. 

-Guy Louis Rocha 

the toll. Claiming that the structure 
had been built within a one mile limit 
of his operation, Lake retaliated by 
running a fence across the railroad 
bridge. Reno 's "first citizen" was com­
pelled to back down as neither the V & 
T interests , nor the courts , sympa­
thized with his argument or actions. 

The Washoe County Commission 
also challenged Lake's stranglehold on 
the area 's main commercial artery The 
toll road south from Lake's bridge, 
today's South Virginia Street, was 
declared a public thoroughfare. 

>- Shortly thereafter the commissioners, 
t;; u acting upon a grand jury report critical 
~ of county toll road operators, ordered 
;:( Lake to repair his toll road from the 
U Truckee River north to the California 
0:: 
~ border When the commIssIoners 
~ threatened to void Lake's franchise for 
J: 
-< not paying the required percentage of 
~ his toll profits to the county the 
~ threats came to naught. 
z Finally on January 6, 1873, Washoe 

County Commissioners refused to 
grant Myron Lake an extension and 
declared the bridge and toll road a pub­
lic highway 

But Lake was not about to give up a 
good thing that easily Openly defying 
the commissioners, he locked the 
bridge's gate , and, according to Allen 
Bragg, "stood on the bridge with a six­
shooter and still demanded his toll 
from everyone who crossed." Only 
those people who paid the toll could 
pass. Moreover, Lake refused to make 
good his deed for the courthouse land 
and the $1 ,500 he had promised the 
community toward the construction of 
the building. 

A battle royal pitting Lake against 
Washoe County officials soon raged on 
the banks of the Truckee . Following a 
heated dispute with a teamster who 
refused to pay the toll , the sheriff 
arrested Lake for obstructing a public 
thoroughfare. Reno Justice of the Peace 
James J. Poor fined Lake $20 and 
ordered the intransigent toll keeper to 
leave the bridge gate unlocked . 

Although Lake won his appeal in the 
district court and was found not guilty 
of obstructing a public highway he 
discovered , much to his dismay that 
he had won the battle of the bridge but 
not the war 

The county commissioners also were 
ready to fight the "bridge war" in 
court. The board ordered the district 
attorney William M. Broadman, to 
take action against Lake to determine if 
he had the right to continue collecting 

(Continued on page 62) 
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BORSESENSE 
aNONSENSE 
Johnnie Buckmaster was a little, dried up, 
rheumy-eyed 60-year-old prospector, but one day 
Packrat Bill found that what he lacked in size he 
made up for in meanness. By Harry Webb 

Guess I never told you about the 
time Johnnie Buckmaster and 

"Packrat Bill" had their rock 
fight , did I? Anyway from the looks of 
the two , the rocks they heaved at each 
other weren' t soft ones . 

This Johnnie Buckmaster was a little , 
dried up , rheumy-eyed 60-year-old , 
but what he lacked in size his meanness 
made up for it. Johnnie wasn' t mean, 
like the term implies, but if anybody 
tried running a whizzer on him they'd 
better of tackled a buzzsaw that had 
several turns head start! 

The fracas took place at the north 
base of Bald Mountain just a mile from 
my Nevada ranch , and the evening 
Packrat tumbled off the seat of his 
buckboard at our gate he looked like 
he was a case for the undertaker Blood 
from his head to his toes! My first 
thought was that a tunnel had caved in 
on him . We knew he had been doing a 
bit of mining several miles west of us, 
but wondered why he had passed up 
help nearer his workings? 

While we worked getting the dried 
blood mopped away (revealing a deep 

two-inch triangular gash in the center 
of his forehead) he was too all in to do 
more than breathe, but we finally got 
his story in panted jerks . 

"I was prospecting those rock slides 
on Bald Mountain," he wheezed, 
"when a wild eyed, little old guy came 
along and said I was on his claim. 
Before I had a chance to explain, he hit 
me between the eyes with a chunk of 
slide rock ." 

To me that sounded plausible. I sav­
vied these cantankerous old prospec­
tors pretty well and knew they had 
some queer ideas regarding their 
domain, which usually encompassed 
everything within a day's walk. "Hell 
of a way to treat a stranger," I 
remarked , "just because he's prospect­
ing! " 

After helping Packrat on his way I 
got to wondering if old Johnnie Buck­
master could have been the ornery 
little coot who had chopped Packrat 
up . I knew Johnnie had a camp at the 
south base of Bald Mountain and was 
prospecting a worked-out old tunnel 
that had produced some gold . Yep , 
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~ :It\YlN D Xi). 
it should be. 

You can receive six issues of 
the Magazine of the Real West for 
only $6.95 (20% off the newsstand price.) 

CALL TOLL FREE 800-992-5710 (inside Nevada) 

800-648-5311 (outside Nevada) 
or direct from Reno and Carson City: 885-5416 

30 

Johnnie was the culprit all right! When 
I visited him the next day I could see he 
hadn't fared much better than Packrat 
Bill , but his and Packrat's version of 
the set-to didn't jibe . 

''I'd come back from visitin' Jack 
Churchfield in Bullion Gulch," Johnnie 
said through a mouthful of plug cut , 
"an ' noticed my anvil was gone. Got 
lookin' around and t'hell 'n gone up at 
the top of the mountain I spied a feller 
humpin' along an' See that anvil 
there on the block? Now a man don't 
pack a hundred pound anvil up a 
mountain very far so I knowed he had 
t' be tumblin' it horn over heel so " 
Johnnie paused to spit out the blood­
impregnated cud . 

"Guess I met the jasper who took 
your anvil ," I cut in . "Packrat Bill 
stopped at my place yesterday evening 
in pretty bad shape and said a prospec­
tor had socked him with a rock for no 
reason at all except that 

"A rock?" Johnnie snapped . "I hit 
that (Johnnie described Packrat and his 
ancestors) with half the rocks on Bald 
Mountain! But I started to tell yuh how 
I ketched him. I knowed he must have 
a wagon t' other side 0 ' the mountain 
so I heads down the canyon an' clumb 
out at the far slope over there . Shore 
enough, there was his team tied t' his 
buckboard an' him rollin' my anvil as 
he come along towards it. 

"I hurried up t' him an' says, now 
you rotten (Johnnie again described 
him) yuh can start packin' my anvil 
right back where yuh got it' " 

" 'Like hell I will , the big lummox 
says. 'If it's your anvil an' yuh want it 
back, you'll pack it back yourselfI' 

"One word led to another an' fore I 
knowed it he up with a rock and I had 
these busted teeth. All right , I says, 
you (Johnnie's description this time 
was a classic) if it's a rock fight yuh 
want , here goes! We lambasted one 
another with slabs 0' rock 'till I got him 
a good one and he yells quits . Had to 
tromp him a few times later on , 
though ." 

"But ," I asked . "What about your 
anvil? Who fetched it back?" 

Johnnie shot me a twisted look . 
"Now what the hell do yuh reckon I 
gived him that trompin ' for? Ever' time 
he played out , I stomped him a bit 'til 
he got goin' agin an ' I stayed right on 
his tail ' til he rolled her and hoisted her 
right there where yuh see 'erl An' I'm , 
by God, bettin' the next time that 
(Johnnie redescribed Packrat) steals 
aryan object it'll be somethin' a damn 
sight lighter'n a anvil!" 0 



LAST OF THE HOT TYPE LOVERS 
(Continued from page 14) 

"He's not a very demonstrative per­
son. He doesn' t show his feelings eas­
ily But he is a very loving person. " 

Former Governor Grant Sawyer 
recalls his campaign trail visits with 
Jack. "He's a fasci nating man, " Sawyer 
says. "I can remember going to his 
office, and he would open a secret 
drawer and show me the statistics he 
had gathered, and elaborate vote 
counts that showed how his man was 
going to win the election. He was 
nearly always wrong, as I remember, 
but he was always great fun . He's 
unique in the newspaper business in 

evada. " 
Despite his consuming interest in 

government, Jack never harbored any 
d sire for political office himself. The 
closest he ever came to it was when he 
accepted appointment to an unexpired 
term between legislative sessions. 

"When Lloyd Smith resigned as state 
senator to take a job with the NIC " he 
explained, "the commissioners rushed 
out - all three Democrats, but they had 
to appoint a Republican- to ask if I'd 
take it. They told me their dilemma 
and so I said, 'Well , I'll accept it but I 
won' t run for the job. In fact I wo n' t 
even go up there unless there is a spe­
cial session. 

There wasn' t. "That was the closest I 
ever came to it ," Jack said. "I never 
served a day never drew a day's pay 
never got to vote , never introduced a 
bill . To this day in Carson City they 
still call me the Virgin Senator 

"I had no desire for office," he said, 
puffing smoke and waving out a 
match . "An old fellow I worked for in 
Tonopah on the old Bonanza, Matt 
Ferrell, a real sharp old Englishman ­
he later ended up as editorial writer on 
the Reno Gazette when Graham San­
ford owned it - he told me: Always 
think twice, kid. 

" ' If you go out on the field as a 
player you can be criticized for every 
play that you make . If you go out there 
as an umpire , you can have a pop 
bottle bounced off your head. If you're 
the manager or the coach you can be 
fired on four hours' notice. Because 
they' re all hiring themselves out for 
pay As long as you're the spectator in 
the stands you can boo the umpire , 
you can demand the firing of the coach 
and you can insist that this player or 
that be traded. 

"And I've never forgotten what he 
told me . As long as you pay your way 
to get into the game you can sit there 
and be a mean son of a bitch ." 0 
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Muench's 
Gallery 

Startling contrasts formed by shad­
ows playing across the changing hues 
of the canyons and mountains of the 
Valley of Fire draw photographers in 
every season to Southern Nevada . 
Then they spend endless hours waiting 
for that special moment when every­
thing is perfect. 

David Muench offers his view of a 
photographer's favorite , Elephant 
Rock , and adds yet another dimension 
to the valley itself- the turbulence of a 
desert storm . - AH 

32 





ONEN~CHT 
STANDS 

A travelers ' guide to old-time Nevada hotels 
where you can enjoy history and a 

good night's sleep. 

H ollywood, the dime novel , tele­
vision and the mass media in gen­

eral have succeeded in creating a 
stereotyped image of the old West min­
ing town and in particular that center 
of activity the local hotel and saloon. 

Inv~riably this focal point of social 
involvement has been pictured as a 
hastily thrown together wood frame, 
false fronted building whose furnish­
ings were destroyed at least once a 
week by barroom brawls, its rooms 
used as convenient boudoirs by ladies 
of the evening while the main clientele 
consisted of dirty and ragged miners 
whose aversion to bathwater was only 
surpassed by their affinity for whiskey 

Now it's true that many of the early 
mining camps were not paragons of 
genteel activity It's true that lawless­
ness was sometimes the rule more than 
the exception. It's also true that the 
first buildings to line the new camp's 
streets were usually hastily thrown 
together to accommodate the rapid 

influx of people that accompanied a 
boom while people waited to see if the 
new mines had depth or were just a 
"flash in the pan ." 

Consider the context of the times, 
though. A Henry Comstock or Jim 
Butler was not out prospecting, fight­
ing the elements, living a "greasy sack" 
existence off the back of a burro 
because he particularly Iik~d that life­
style. But it was a necessary means to 
an end . An end that promised some­
thing bigger and better a fulfillment of 
the great American dream of rags to 
riches . 

In reality the old false fronted , board 
and batting hotel only continued to 
exist as the center of urban activity if 
the mining camp was less than prosper­
ous . If the mines were good , one of the 
first reflections of that prosperity was 
in the quality of its structures. As a 
general rule , the richer the mines, the 
more opulent the quality of the camp's 
buildings . - Bud Hage 

You can still play 25c blackjack and eat dinner at prices remini cent of the days when the 
EI Cortez Hotel was considered to be on the outskirts of downtown Las Vegas . 
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EL CORTEZ 
Las Vegas 

When the EI Cortez Hotel was built 
at the corner of Fremont and Seventh 
in 1941, the sidewalks stopped at 
Third, four blocks west toward the 
railroad station. Constructed of brick 
and !-Ising the picturesque weeping 
mortar style, the downtown Las Vegas 
landmark is one of the city's last links 
with its early resort past. "And I don't 
intend to change it, " says owner Jackie 
Gaughan . 

Gaughan took over the hotel in 1963 
after several previous regimes that 
included groups headed by the legend­
ary J. Kell Houssells (Tropicana , 
Dunes and others) and Gus Green­
baum (Flamingo and others). Many 
top Las Vegas casino executives can 
say they worked at the EI Cortez at one 
time or another says Gaughan. 

He attributes his hotel 's success to 
the fact th"t rooms, food and gambling 
have remained reasonable in price. 

In 1941 the Deflation Special top sir­
loin steak sold for $1.95 . Today the 
sa me cut sells for $5 .95. The EI Cortez 
has craps for 25 cents a throw-only 
one of fo ur Las Vegas casinos with that 
policy- and blackjack at $1 minimum . 
Gaughan's rooms still rent fo r as little 
as $15 a night. - Tom Martin 

MIZPAH HOTEL 
Tonopah 

Tpe first buildings on what we now 
know as Main Street in Tonopah were 
the typical tent frame structures and 
board shacks that reflected unan­
swered questions about the mines. 
Within a year the answers were forth­
coming. The mines were deep . The 
values were not only constant, but 
very high. The ore could be processed 
economically Tents and shacks were 
replaced by more substantial struc­
tures . Nevada 's largest city of that era 
was emergi ng. 

News of the developing strike was 
front page, not only nationally but 
worldwide. Investors and financiers 
converged on the area. The newly rich, 
those who had shared in the strike 
itself, were looking for better ways to 
invest their wealth than what their 
previous "jackass" existence had 
offered. Clearly Tonopah was ready 
for a fitting monument to its new 
found prominence among the West's 
mining towns. A hotel to reflect the 
grandeur of this new "Queen of the Sil-



Main Street and the Mizpah in early day 
Tonopah. 

ver Camps" would be built. 
The idea of a grand hotel was first 

conceived by Robert B. Govan, George 
S. Nixon, George Wingfield and H. C. 
and Cal Brougher ambitious business­
men who were sharing in the bur­
geoning production of Tonopah's 
silver lodes. 

On the corner of Main and Brougher 
streets stood a frame building housing 
a bar and grill. This was the same spot 
where seven years earlier Jim Butler 
and his wife Belle had camped after Jim 
made the original discovery in 1900. 

The bar and grill would come down 
and in its place, on this historic spot, 
would be the grandest, most modern 
hotel that the 1907 American West 
could produce. 

The finest in carpets, draperies and 
furniture would adorn the interior of 
this five-story granite and brick struc­
ture. The finest in food and liquors, the 
most accommodating services would 
be provided. It would be named the 
Mizpah, a name given by Belle Butler 
to one of Jim's original claims, and the 
Mizpah would have no parallel. 

Completed in 1908 the hotel became 
the- hub of social and business activity 
not only for Tonopah itself but for 
much of Central and Southern 
Nevada. The list of its patrons include 
many of the great and the enterprising 
in business, financial and political 
affairs of that era : Bernard Baruch , 
Charles M. Schwaub, George Wing­
field, Tex Rickard, Key Pittman, Tas­
ker Oddie, Pat McCarren, Jack 
Dempsey Wyatt Earp, and of course 
Jim Butler himself whose name by now 
was synonymous with Tonopah. The 
Mizpah , by any standards of its day 
was spectacular 

Whatever heights Tonopah had 

reached in wealth and activity all min­
ing camps eventually face similar fates . 
Either the ore runs out or it becomes 
unprofitable to mine. Tonopah was no 
different. One by one, the huge engines 
shut down. Cages stood immobile m 
their shafts. Ore cars no longer moved 
their cargo to the loading chutes. 
Silence settled over the desert town . 

The big money investors no longer 
parked their Stutz Bearcat automobiles 
in front of the Mizpah. Businessmen 
concentrated their efforts in more 
promlsmg areas. Sportsmen and 
promotors moved to where the nece'i­
sary crowds would be waiting. The 
Mizpah was rapidly fading into obscu­
rity with the town it had come to sym­
bolize. 

Intervening years saw the Mizpah 
weather a national depression . It 
housed GIs in training at the World 
War II-era Tonopah Air Force Base, 
then lapsed back into the quiet slumber 
of a small town hotel. 

Several attempts were made to 
rejuvenate the old structure and its 
business, but most "sound thinking" 
businessmen would not consider any 
major investment in an old, deteriorat­
ing hotel in a dead mining town when 
the opportunities of Las Vegas and 
Reno were so enticing . 

That was, until Frank Scott became 
involved. Scott, president of the Union 
Plaza in Las Vegas, is a long-time 
Nevadan, and one who had come up 
the hard way to his pre ent prominence 
in the gaming and resort world . He had 
been known to chide his Reno and Las 
Vegas associates for being unwilling t 
"take the business to some of evada's 
small towns" and do something for the 
rural economy of the state. 

His vision was to purcha e some hi -
toric Nevada hotel. restore it to its 
original condition and make it pay No 

small ta k to say the least. In the east­
ern and southern parts of the country 
Frank noticed , re tored historical sites 
had proven to be a profitable venture 
with the right kind of promotion . Busi­
n groups, a sociation and small 
conventions from urban centers often 
find history and solitude combined 
with top-notch accommodatIons and 
service an alluring mix . 

At the hotel' reopening eeremonie la t 

January were Governor Robert List, 
Kathy I i I, and Frank EScott . 

For two year now the Scott Corpo­
ration has been restoring the histori 
hotel in meticulous detail. More than 
four million dollars has been inve ted 
so far The exterior has b en re tor d 
to it ongmal appearance pecially 
made 1907 quality glass fills the large 
downstairs windows . All the wo d­
work i olid hardwood Furniture has 
been made from the same de igns and 
material and in some cases by the ame 
ompany that manufactured the ongi­

nal The carpets are made by the ame 
com pany that made the Mizpah's car­
pet in 1907 u mg a design of the year 
The original drapes were from France, 
and the same Fren h company ha sup 
plied th new ones. Bathroom fixtures 
are either restored originals or new 
ones that fit th period decor 

A plush gambling casino is on th 
first floor The hotel ff'ature. several 
r taurant 'i and bars. A museum con­
taining early Tonopah memorabilia is 
on the second floor Perc;onnel drec; In 

period attire While a very modern 
communlCationc; system i available, 
mo t pagi ng and message transfer are 
by messenger boy . Room prices vary 
from $40 to $130 . 

Seventy year have passed since the 
old hot I h ga n it role as the enter of 
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attraction in Central Nevada, and 
much has occurred in the intervening 
years . But if Jim Butler were standing 
in the Mizpah today he'd feel right at 
home . - Bud Hage 

ELY HOTEL 
Ely 

The Ely Hotel is a restaurant-bar­
hotel where everyone stays in line . The 
friendly atmosphere derives in part 
from patrons' respect for proprietor 
Marianna Goyhenetche and partly 
because there just isn' t much to com­
plain about. The 60-year-old Basque 
hotel has good food , good drinks and 
cosy rooms for lodgers and travelers . 
Goyhenetche finds little reason to pro­
mote her establishment. "I get all the 
business I need ," she says. 

In the restaurant , meals are served 
family style at long tables with the tra­
ditional spread of meat , soup, wine, 
cheese and coffee . Lunch is $4 and din­
ner $7 with kids under 12 $3.50. The 
restaurant is closed Sunday 

Meals are not included in the nightly 
room rates . A single ranges from $9 
(no private bath) to $20 and a double 
from $20 to $27 Kids are fine , but no 
pets . The hotel is located at 765 Ault­
man on Ely's main street. 

COLONNADE HOTEL 
Eureka 

The Colonnade is a Basque hotel 
with no food , a comfortable lodging 
house that dates back to Eureka 's nine­
teenth century mining boom . The hotel 
is located a quarter block off Main , just 
west of the First National Bank. Ring 
the bell and ask for proprietor Grace 
Sallaberry Rooms rent for $9 .50 
single, $12 .60 double per night. The 
hotel has hot and cold running water in 
each room and community baths . Eur­
eka 's restaurants and saloons can be 

reached by a n easy walk from the 
Colonnade. 

INTERNATIONAL HOTEL 
Austin 

The In ternational , located in down­
town Austi n, is one of the state's oldest 
build ings . Although the year of con­
st ruction is a mystery the hotel was 
hauled piece by piece from Virginia 
City to Austin, where it was reas­
sembled in 1863 . 

The sa loon 's historic back bar is also 
well traveled. Shipped around the 
Horn in 1850-52, it was used in San 
Francisco, Virginia City and Goldfield 
before arriving in Austin in ] 905 . It is a 
survivor of the 1958 fire that destroyed 

Bandleader Ted Lewis opened a Nevada 
entertainment era at the omm ercial in 
1941. 

April 26 
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£Iko 's Commercial H otel as it appeared in 1912. 
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the hotel's rooms, ballroom and bar­
room . As flames raced through the 
building, the back bar was saved when 
citizens knocked down the front wall 
and dragged the bar into the street. 

Today the International has a restau­
rant, saloon and 11 modest gue t 
rooms completed last fall. For one or 
two persons, winter rates for rooms 
with bath are $15 , and summer rates 
are $18 .50 . Each of the four without 
bath ("It's down the haW) are $13.50 
winter $15 summer 

- Bert Zwonechek 

COMMERCIAL HOTEL 
Elko 

A hush fell over the opening night 
audience of 200 as plu h curtains 
parted . Then applause br ke out when 
the tuxedo-clad band leader raised his 
battered silk top hat and a ked , "Is 
everybody happy?" 

Big name show business in Nevada 
started that night as Ted Lewis asked 
his famou question and gave his jazz 
band a down beat. The date was April 
26 , 1941. Th room was named simply 
the Lounge no cover charge, no 
food . 

Today evada is noted as the enter­
tainment center of the world , but the 
idea was not conceived in Reno or Las 
Vegas. Young ewton Hunt Crumley 
son of longtime hotel owner ewt , 
started the whole business at their 
Commercial Hotel in Elko , a "cow 
county" community out in the sage­
brush , about halfway between Reno 
and Salt Lake City 

Crumley's Commercial Hotel had 
humble beginnings as the Humboldt 
Lodging House, a frame building hous­
ing a few bedrooms, a bar and dining 
room. As years passed , the owners and 
the building changed until 1925, when 
old man Crumley met with William 
Doyle in Reno to dicker over the now 
two-story brick hotel. Doyle held out 
for more than old ewt was willing to 
pay but the deal was made after both 
agreed to flip a coin for the $5 ,000 dif­
ference. 

Sixteen years later young ewt and 
his dad began shelling out as much as 
$12,000 a week , a massive amount of 
money in those days, to Sophie 
Tucker the Dorsey brothers, Chico 
Marx, Spike Jones, Lawrence Welk, 
the Andrews Sisters, Carl Ravazza , the 
Ritz Brother and Minsky's Follies, to 
name only a few who appeared in Elko 
during the next decade. 

Included in every performer's con-



me meet 
the First Team. 

Come to First National Bank. We manage to serve you better, 

For nearly 100 years FNB has been a pioneer In 
Nevada banking, blazing new trails that have led to 
better banking services for all Nevadans 

Now, we are writing another chapter In our proud 
history We've 10lned forces With Bank of Nevada 

ThiS consolidalion marks the beginning of a new 
era the era of the First Team 

But being the First Team IS more than Just having 
the most banking offICeS In the state It s also more 
than haVing the greatest assets or being first With 
total number of depositors And ItS more than 

making the most home, auto, and bUSiness loans 
What really makes us the First Team are the 

FNB people and the personal service they give all 
our customers 

And because FNB IS a member of Western 
Bancorporalion, our customers can expect the same 
friendly, professional service at more than 800 
banking offices of 21 different banks In the 
11 western states 

So, If you arent already banking at FNB, come 
In and open an account JOin the First Team 

A WESTERN BANCORPORATION BANK 

You and FNB. Partners in Nevada. 



The Gold Hill Hotel, built in 1859. 

tract was a clause requiring him or her 
to give one free performance for the 
community's children. The shows were 
"rlean" back then; in fact, if any off­
color jokes were uttered, the enter­
tainer was fired . 

Elko's famed Commercial Hotel still 
holds forth at the corner of Idaho and 
Fourth streets . Its 75 rooms range in 
price from $9 to $23 and are far from 
palatial, but a guest has only to walk 
downstairs to rub elbows with authen­
tic cowboys, herders and gamblers, 
guzzle a little brew drop a few coins in 
the slots, and take In a stage show to 
sample one of the few places left where 
honest ·to goodne s western hospitality 
is still practi ed - Howard Hickson 
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Elko s Humboldt Lodging House in 1880, 
no\o\ the Ite 01 thp ommprcial Hotel. 
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BARN HOTEL 
Ja rbidge 

The Barn Hotel in Jarbidge is not the 
oldest hotel in Nevada , but it is just 
what it says-an old barn converted 
into a hotel. Situated near the north 
end of a remarkable and still living 
ghost town , the Barn Hotel is inexpen­
sive ($6 per person in May 1979), 
warm, clean and the only hotel in 
town. 

There is nothing fancy about this 
establishment, but it's comfortable. 
The rooms are neither cramped nor 
huge, and there is a community lounge 
for social gatherings complete with 
television and fluorescent Olympia 
Beer electric clock . The communal 
showers are wonderful; lots and lots of 
hot water pouring down in great 
streams, not the fine spray or meek 
trickle found in some hotels. Since 
both roads into town are dirt and long, 
those showers are likely to be wel­
comed by Barn Hotel guests. 

Should the Jarbidge visitor find the 
hotel but no one there , the solution is 
to go up the street to the Tired Devil 
Cafe. There one can find Carl and 
Georgia who manage both the Tired 
Devil and the hotel. If they're not 
around , knock on somebody's door 
and ask . It's an informal town and 
somebody will know how to arrange 
for a night in the Barn, dollar for dollar 
one of the best buys in Nevada accom­
modations. - Dick Dorworth 

GOLD HILL HOTEL 
Gold Hill 

The Gold Hill Hotel is the oldest 
hotel in the state, or as one of the his­
torical markers on the front porch 
says, "the first edifice known to 
Nevada to be worthy of the name." 
The rustic stone and mortar building 
was built in 1859, the same year the 
neighboring Yellow Jacket Mine was 
staked out. It was once known as the 
Vesey House, where clean rooms and 
quality meals were offered to lodgers 
and visitors in the booming Comstock 
city 

These days Gold Hill has about 70 
residents, two of whom are Fred and 
Dorothy Immoor, owners of the hotel 
since 1958. Under their care the hotel 
has an old-time, informal quality and a 
reputation as a fashionable site for 
weddings, parties and meetings. Doro­
thy says she's busiest during the holi­
days with large gatherings. "The hotel 
can accommodate 40 to 50 people eas­
ily and we do serve dinners by reser­
vation- that's a mInImum of 10 
people ." Guests cook their own steaks 
on a blacksmith's forge that the 
Immoors moved in when they con­
verted the hotel's icehouse into a bar 

Rooms and parties must be arranged 
by reservation; the hotel's phone is 
702-847-0111. Rooms are $25 per 
night , and groups can rent all five 
upstairs guest rooms for $100. Furnish­
ings are authentic to the period , includ­
ing several brass beds and one 
complete suite of oak. Since there is no 
breakfast service, you may want to 
bring your own coffee thermos or test 
the cafes over the hill in Virginia City 

SA V AGE MANSION 
Virginia City 

When General Ulysses S. Grant was 
the house guest of the superintendent 
of Virginia City's Savage Mine in 1879, 
his accommodations were not much 
different than those visitors find today 
at the Savage Mansion, except that the 
furnishings are older and the plumbing 
is better 

The mansion is a thrE.:-story Victo­
rian monster that stretches from C 
Street down to 0 , its top story peering 
at passing traffic. When it was built in 
1861 the Savage was one of the richest 
Comstock mines. The first floor 
housed the mine office and the superin­
tendent's family lived in the upper 
floors. 

Twentieth century depression and 

(Continued on page 43) 



For my money 
give me a bank 

that takes the 
hassle out of 

At Nevada National we've made banking easier than 
ever, with 24-hour banking services most everywhere 
you go in Nevada. It'll handle most all your regular 
banking (ten popular services) anytime, day or night, 
at your convenience. Need cash in the evening, long 
after all other banks are closed? You got it! Want to 
make a loan payment or deposit on the weekend, to 
avoid standing in line at the bank? It's a snap. 

banking. 

When you bank at Nevada National you can use 24-
hour banking at any office offering the service, 
whether you bank at that particular office or not. 

24-hour banking, it takes the hassle out of banking. 
And it's easy. Come in and ask for a demonstration. 

('fvB~ 
Nationiil Bank 

We're out 
to serve 

you better, 
we want your business. 

LIVE SATELLITE TO 
HOME 
TELEVISION 

For further 
information on the 
"Super Signal" 
please contact: 

Satellite 
Television 
Systems 

p. o. Box 11249 
Reno, Nevada 

89510 
(702) 786-8666 

What is the Super Signal? 
Unlimited programming, starting with hundreds 
of movies, over 1300 live sporting events yearly 
and select children's programming, plus much 
much more. 

No matter where you live, you can receive all 
this, direct via satellite while relaxing in your 
own home, ranch, estate, resort or villa. 
Imagine four prime movie channels with Home 
Box Office (HBO), Showtime, Star Channel and 
Home Theater Network to choose from. Plus 5 
independent "Super" stations from New York, 
Atlanta, Chicago and more, all featuring spec­
tacular movies and sporting events. Three 
channels devoted to sports, including profes­
sional and collegiate football & basketball , plus 
baseball , hockey, boxing, horse racing and many 
other live sporting events. 

For the children, there is Calliope and Nickel­
odeon, two special channels featuring the 
award-winning series of special entertaining 
and informative films, plus features such as 
"Pinwheel" for your preschoolers. 

Three independent religious programming chan­
nels bringing 24 hours of spiritual teachings 
and prayer. From the U.S. House of Repre­
sentatives in Washington D.C., watch live 
broadcasts of your Congressmen at work. 
You can have all this, when you order your own 
earth station from Satellite Television Systems. 
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Basque Hotelkeeper 
The Star Hotel was Joe Sarasua's firs t stop in America. 

Now he owns it. By C. J Hadley 

Joe Sarasua: proud to be Basque, proud to be American . 

When Jose Marie "Joe" Sarasua was 
18 years old, his dream was to become 
a captain in the merchant marine . He 
was attending nautical school in Spain , 
but he also wanted to visit America . 
His father had been a fisherman ; his 
grandfather and great grandfather had 
been fishermen; but his father had quit 
the sea to seek his fortune in the New 
World. 

"In 1948 there were so many kids 
coming here from the Basque country, 
I heard so much, and I think , That is 
where my father is so I'll go there 
myself. " 

In those days it was easy for a young 
man to get an American vjsa if he wa s 
willing to sign a five-year contract to 
work sheep on the ranges in the West. 
"I knew I was going to herd sheep ," 
says Joe . " If I hadn' t , they would have 
sent me back ." 

Joe's father had been in Elko , 
Nevada , for about six years . He was 
working at the Star Hotel , which Joe's 
aunt and uncle owned . A Basque 
boardinghouse near the railroad 
tracks , the Star was a home away from 
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home for all the sheepherders (rom the 
Old Country 

"Elko was a shock to me," says JO'e, 
recalling his arrival in '48 . " It is a lot 
different from the ocean and when I 
got here, I think , 'What am I doing?' 
From where I come from it is green all 
year round . So green . But here all sage­
brush . It was hard at first because the 
customs are so different. It was really 
really rough for me to herd the sheep , 
to stay out in the hills , but once I come 
I don't want to go back ." 

Joe stayed in Elko only two weeks 
because he was anxious to fulfill his 
contract early "I knew nothing about 
sheep and I was given 2,800 yearlings 
and a two-month-old puppy He was a 
good dog later and me and the dog 
were equal. I really appreciated that 
little dog because he was my only com­
panion all those years." 

While out on the range , Sarasua 
learned to cook on an open fire and in 
a Dutch oven underground. He baked 
his own bread and learned how to cook 
lamb many different ways . He stewed 
it, fried it, made soup with the bones. 

He dined on sheep heads and liver 
because he liked them better than 
steak . 

Even though he hasn' t worked the 
sheep camps since 1953, Sarasua 
doesn' t forget his days as a herder 
"You get used to it , but it's rough ," he 
says . "It doesn' t matter how hot it is , if 
it starts raining , gets cold , you have to 
be there . You have to take everything 
on your back . Sometimes you can stay 
in a cabin but there are times when you 
have to control the speed of the herd . 
You have to walk all day mile after 
mile . Sometimes at night, with a 
moon, the sheep start moving, and you 
have to go with them . 

'There are black sheep in each band . 
You may have 50 blacks . Okay 
tomorrow you might have 48 but you 
know you didn' t lose two blacks onl y 
there must be some white ones in there 
also . You know then that you have to 
look for the ones that are lost. 

" It was lonely and herding was not 
easy " he says now "but nothing is 
easy in this world . 

"From the Basque," he adds, "you 



get power from within. We Basques 
like to work hard and play hard. We 
play pelota , lift weights and chop 
wood the same way we work- the best 
way we can . It's all endurance. I don' t 
know why that is, but it's always been 
that way " 

Sarasua was four-and-a-half years in 
the hills with no vacations, and when 
he did quit the sheep he went back to 
the Star Hotel. He was a bartender for 
a while and then moved to Boise to 
work for the Idaho Highway Depart­
ment. 

In 1964 Sarasua moved back to Elko 
and, with a partner, bought the Star 
Hotel. He wanted it partly for senti­
mental reasons but also for a practical 
one . 'This has always been a good 
house ," he says . "Got big name and we 
serve a lot of people and I knew we 
were going to do good in here . The 
sheepherders used to stay here when 
they came to town - they still do- but 
now we also get ranch hands and con­
struction guys . They like it here 
because it feels like home. " 

The Star Hotel was built in 1909 . It is 
much the same as it was in the early 
days , with the same bar, same paneling 
and walls, even though the ceiling has 
been lowered and the kitchen is brand 
new There are 31 bedrooms and two 
bathrooms on the second floor 
Weekly rates are $80, including three 
meals a day and a room . And that's 
cheap because it's impossible to eat 
everything served there . Sarasua is 
usually behind the hotel bar and he 
mixes a great picon punch. " If you 
drink it slow," he smiles , "you will get 
drunk . But if you drink it fast you 
won't feel anything! " 

Besides running the Star, Sarasua 
paints portraits, landscapes, and pic­
tures of Basque coats of arms. He jogs 
five miles each day and often plays 
handball . 

Even though he wouldn' t return to 
the Basque country to live , Sarasua is 
immensely proud of his heritage and 
his name- especially after an immigra ­
tion official asked if he wanted to 
change it when he became a citizen . 

"My father didn' t change his name . 
My grandfather didn't change his 
name . What right do I have to change 
my name?" he says. 

"I was born Sarasua ; I will die 
Sarasua . I'm proud to be a Basque , and 
even though I am not better than any­
body nobody is better than I am 
either " 0 

A total of 
SEVEN locations 
serving the state 
of Nevada. 

In RENo~c!aill :=;;;;~t!~ 

CTURED 

786-5200 or 825-6464 

~
n LAS VEGAS Call: 

USING 01 las vegas 457-8874 or 453-1237 
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How can an audit 
help your business 
grow? 

Ask a CPA. 
An audit gives lenders, suppliers and other users some 
assurance of the reliability of your financial 
statements. That's its purpose. But beyond that an 
audit yields by-products that help your business grow. 

In an audit, the CPA reviews internal controls 
(procedures set up to avoid waste through 
inefficiencies or theft); looks at your accounting 
system which accumulates the information you must 
have to manage the business, and tests records of 
transactions to assure your bills and receipts are being 
handled properly. 

Information and insights gained in an audit can 
produce suggestions for better budgeting, or alert you 
to the need for more financing, or show how tax 
planning might generate important savings, or warn of 
a need for tighter management controls and 
procedures. 

What's more 

Audits are vital first steps 
that help you: 
• Obtain credit 
• Establish fiscal reliability for any business agreement 

• Safeguard your assets 
• Attract new capital from public offerings 

• Plan ahead 

Here's what else your 
CPA does for you-
• Sets up information system so you can track 

company progress 

• Gathers financial information to help you manage 

• Helps you avoid unnecessary taxes 

• Puts all your resources to work 

, 

One of the nation 's 200,000 CPAs. 

For more information about CPAs 
contact the Nevada Society 
of Certified Public Accountants 
290 S. Arlington 
Reno, NV 89509 
( 702) 786-0231 



OLD-TIME HOTELS 
(Continued from page 38) 

neglect left the mansion weathered and 
splintered until the 1960s when Jerry 
Harwood , now of Carson City 
restored the mansion's exterior Its 
present owners, Bob and Ina Irene 
Kugler, are continuing the interior's 
restoration . 

Upstairs rooms furnished with 
antiques are rented nightly for $40 a 
couple, the price including a morning 
tour and continental breakfast. The 
mansion also is open for tours from 10 
to 5 daily; cost is $2 .50, or 50 cents for 
kids under 12. 

GOLDEN GATE 
Silver City 

Located three miles down Gold Can­
yon from Virginia City the Golden 
Gate houses a vintage frame cocktail 
lounge and boardinghouse near the 
epicenter of the Comstock's recent gold 
and silver boom. The nine rooms 
above the bar are usually on longterm 
rent , but if space is available it's $12 
single and $14 double per night. The 
rooms, recently remodeled, have a 
community bath . Travelers seeking 
shelter should check at the bar, which 
is open days and evenings . 

Owner Grahame Ross took over the 
establishment from Pat Staab in 1973, 
his grand opening occurring the same 
day Spiro Agnew resigned . The build­
ing dates back to about 1930 and the 
area 's last mining heyday Asked how 
his place got its name, Ross recalls that 
the fellow who built it was at a Reno 
junkyard one day and found a sign 
reading "Golden Gate ." He brought the 
sign back to Silver, mounting it on his 
newly-built hotel, and the name has 
stuck ever since . 

MAPES HOTEL 
Reno 

When it was completed in 1947 the 
Mapes in Reno was welcomed as one of 
America's first postwar hotels and 
Nevada's tallest building. Since then it 
has not been modernized , glamorized 
or plasticized to keep pace with flashier 
competitors. The traditional look and 
feel of the 12-story brick building is 
one of its main attractions . 

You can find that sense of tradition 
even in the hotel's elevators, in which 
operators shuttle guests from the 
downstairs casino to hotel floors and 
the top-floor Sky Room . 

The Mapes appeals to those who 
appreciate such nostalgic touches . One 
such guest was actress Marilyn Mon­
roe, who stayed at the hotel to relax 
after she completed filming "The Mis­
fits" with Clark Gable in the early Six­
ties. 

Room rates vary with the season . 
From November to March the rates are 
$27-$125; the rest of the year they are 
$28-$140 . The upper range will get you 
an oversized suite decorated in authen­
tic antiques from turn of the century 
Nevada . 

RIVERSIDE HOTEL 
Reno 

It has been said that the Old Corner 
Bar at the Riverside was Reno 's true 
seat of power, where the state's most 
powerful people made deals and 
planned political intrigues. But in 1962 
the after-hours meeting place was con­
verted to a keno parlor thus ending a 
freewheeling era in the hotel's history 

It all began in 1861 when Reno's 
founder Myron Lake obtained the riv­
erbank property from C.W Fuller and 
operated a way station next to his prof­
itable toll bridge on the Truckee . The 
station officially became the Riverside 
in 1880 when State Senator William 
Thompson purchased the property 
from Lake . Since then the Riverside has 
both flourished and flopped in the 
hands of nearly two dozen owners, 
including political boss George Wing­
field . 

Today under the guidance of R.H . 
"Pick" Hobson, the hotel is like a grand 
old lady a bit worn and wrinkled but 
comfortable and filled with memories . 
It 's that sentimental attachment that 
moves hotel guests to specify a certain 
room whenever they're in town . Their 
reasons range from remembering a 
honeymoon decades ago to a pair of 
yellow chairs that appeal to a frequent 
guest . 

Room prices range from $22-$75 . In 
the upper range , you can ask for the 
suites that were former owner Jessie 
Beck's private apartment. 

If you like western art , look for the 
original oil painting of 'The Gun­
fighters" by Lea Franklin McCarty dis­
played in the casino . If you like the 
beat of Forties music, you may appre­
ciate the Riverside's version of geritol 
disco in which TV night owl Jack 
Joseph spins dance records reminiscent 
of the days when regulars at the Corner 
Bar decided Reno's future . 

- Ann Henderson 
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SO UTH 
ONGOING EVENTS 

LAS VEGAS Mormon Fort tours, Tues.-Su n. 
Histo ri a nd ultural Focu Tour , LAS VEGAS , 

702-382-7198 
Historic artifacts on display, Southern Nevada 

Museum, HE DERSO , and U LV 
Museum of Natural History, LAS VE AS 

MARCH 
l -"Mu ta ng Country ," children's film, lOam , 

harleston Heights Library; 3:30pm , We t 
Las Vegas Library; 1 pm , Flamingo Library, 
LA S VEGAS 

l -"Damn Yankees," comedy, lark o . 
omm . ollege, ORTH LAS VEGAS 

1-7- Gustave Baumann , ex hibit of color wood­
cu ts, Flamingo Library , LAS VEGAS , info. 
733-7810 

1-8-"Bad Seed ," drama , Thur. -S un. , Reed 
Whipple ultural tr ., LAS VEGAS , info . 
385-7225 

1-9-" erem ni of Dark Old Men ," Thur .-
Sun ., LAS VEGAS Little Theater, info . 735-
0167 

1-31 -"Vio lette ," French film, 7:30pm, Red Rock 
Theater, LAS VEGAS 

3-"Mustang ou ntry," children 's film, 3pm, 
LAS VEGAS Library 

3-14 - Sp ring Military Golf Tournament , Mon .­
Fri ., Showboa t Hotel. LAS VEGAS 

10-21 - Photographs by Robert Heincken , 1-

4pm , U LV Art Gallery , LAS VEGAS 
11 -15- Wo rld Wide Military Bowling Tourna­

ment , Showboat Ho tel. LAS VEGAS 

• 
WEST 

Nevada's 
events, shows and 
celebrations are listed 
by region as a speedy 
reference for weekend 
trips and vacations. 
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11-4 / 5-'The Diary of Anne Frank," drama , 
Tues .-Sat. , The Meadows Playhouse, LAS 
VEGAS 

13- 0rque ta Sinfonica del Estado de Mexico, 
master series concert , 8pm, Ham Concert 
Hall , U LV LAS VE AS 

13-4112-"Picnic," romanti drama , Thur.-Sun ., 
LAS VEGAS Little Theater 

14-30-"Androcles and the Lion ," children's 
play , Fri .-Sun. , Reed Whipple ultural tr. , 
LAS VEGAS , info . 386-6553 

16-23- Energy Expo '80, exhibits , films, speakers 
and forums on energy, Flamingo Library, 
LAS VEGAS 

20-23- $200,000 LPGA ational Pro-Am golf 
tournament, De ert Inn and Country Club, 
LAS VEGAS 

20-30-"Loot ," comedy, Judy Bayley Theatre, 
U LV LAS VEGAS 

23- 0rchestra concert , 8pm, Ham oncert Hall , 
U LV LAS VEGAS 

24 -4/ 11 - Art show, 1-4pm , U LV Gallery, LAS 
VEGAS 

25-LAS VEGAS hamber Player , 8pm , har-

The Love Boat, 1934 

leston Heights Arts Ctr. , U LV 
27- Paul Keuntz, hamber Orchestra , 8pm, 

Ham oncert Hall , U LV LAS VEGAS 
28-29- Square Dance Jamboree, 8am , Virgi n 

Valley Gym, MESQUITE 
29 - Gamble-Aires barbershopper concert , gue t 

quartets , 8pm, Ham Concert Hall , U LV 
LAS VEGAS 

30- Nevada String Quartet oncer!. 2pm, Fla­
mingo Library , LAS VEGAS 

APRIL 
1-30-Photo Competition Exhibit , LAS VEGAS 

Art Museum 
2- "Dona Flor and Her Two Husba nds," Port ­

uguese film , 7:30pm, Red Rock Theater, LAS 
VEGAS 

7-11 - Mardi Gras, U LV LAS VEGAS , info . 
739-3423 

7- II - Mike Dougla s TV Taping, ticket s avail ­
able 5 days before at show re ervation desk , 
no charge , LAS VEGAS Hilton 

8- Brenda Ishikawa , piano recital , 8pm, Ham 
oncert Hall. U LV LAS VEGAS 

You can take a cruise on the 1934 version of the Love Boat when the Proscenium Player 
present Cole Porter's musical comedy "Anything Goes" this March . The high energy production 
combines spirited dance routines of the 1930s with Porter toe-tapper like "You' re T he Top," 
" It's Delovely" and "Blow, Gabriel , Blow." It plays at the Carson City Community enter 
March 13-15, 21, 22, 28 and 29 at 8 p.m., wit h a matinee at 3 p.m . Sunday, Ma rch 23 . Tickets 
are $5 adults, $4 children and enior citizens. Group rate are available. 



10-26 " Barefoot in the Park." comedy. Thur .-
Sun .. R d Whipple ultural tr .. l.A 
VE A • Info 382-7225 

12-13 Sin ity Regional athering of ME SA. 
the high IQ organization; workshops on gam­
bling and xuality . Betty Dod on keynote 
p ak!'r. Imperial Palace. the LAS VEGAS 

Strip; for info write ME SA Box E. orth 
La Vegas. V 89030 

12 horal Festival. Ham 
LA VEGA 

13 

14 Invitational Print Show. 1-4pm . U LV Art 
allery. l.A VEGAS 

15 U r V hambcr Singers. 8pm. Ham on­
cert Ilall . l.A VEGAS 

Halleluja Henderson 
n April 16-20 the city of Henderson 

throws its annual Old We t celebration to 
pay tribute to modern private enterprise. 
Hender on' Indu trial Days began 29 year 
ago to celebrate the return of pro perity 
when the wartime Basic plant wa r opened 
by private companies. Thi year's celebra­
tion includes a five-day carnival (16-20), a 
downtown parade (noon, 19) followed by a 
rodeo (19-20). The weekend' amateur go lf 
tournament at the Black Mountain Country 

lub require advance entry . Write the 
Henderson hamber of Commerce, 100 E. 
lake Mead Dr. , Henderson, V 89015, or 
call 702-565-8951. 

Reeling in Mesquite 
Dancer from five we tern tate ga ther 

for a quare Dance Jamboree March 28-29 
in Mesquite. mall, hospitable Me quite, 75 
miles northeast of las Vegas, ho ts the 
annual event which features a workshop of 
new dances and dancing techniques, a din­
ner o n aturday, and hour of colorful 
square and round dancing. Anyone ca n 
participate for a 10 per couple fee that 
include dinner . pectator pay a lesser 
amount for dinner, but can watch th dan -
ing free of charge. 

Indu trial Day : 16-20. 
carnlvill. ivic tr .; 19 . parade. noon . down­
town; 19 & 20. rodeo . Henderson Arena ; 19 
& 20. golf tournam nt . amateur . Bla I.. 
Mountain lub 

o. 
omm . ollege. 

19-20 Art Fair . 10-5pm . Paradise Park . LAS 
VE A 

21 -27 Alan King Tennis la sic. a sar Pal­
ace. LAS VEGAS . ticket info . 731 -7890 

22-5 17 "The Last of the Red Hot Lovers." ell 
Simon comedy. Meadow Playhouse. l.AS 
VEGAS . info . 739-7525 

23 0 aka PhilharmOniC Orchestra . ma ter 
rie con rt . 8pm. Ham oncert Hall . LAS 

VE AS 
24 -26 Sweet Adeline . regional competitIOn . 

LA VE A onvention tr. . info . 458-2053 

(Continued on next page) 

LAS VEGAS HELLDORADO 
For 45 years the Helldorado rodeo and celebration 
have been as much a part of the city as gambling and 
Hoover Dam. But how did it get that name? 
By Don Beale 

T here's no u h w rd a "H IIdo­
rado" in the Engli h dictionary 

but it' as familiar t r deo fans 
as Thanksgiving, m therhood and 
appl pie. 

The word Helldorado is, at be t, 
nebul u , it origi n buried meplace 
in th dark page of hi t ry it I xi­
c grapher, r auth r probably never 
to be known. 

But om wh re b tw n h IIcat and 
hellebore, Mr Web t r should note 
that Helldorado i : 1) a fa t-paced, 
lively week of event and activities that 
attempts to recreate the old West, 2) 
fiv performance of on f th top 
r d os in the c untry 3) a three-hour 
parade d wn th La V ga Strip, 4) 
we t rn- toy I barb cue dinner erved 
nightly und r a ma ive tent , 5) an 
eque trienne- rient d b auty contest, 
6) a huge ca rnival midway expositi n 
and, 7) a h t f other oft n boi t r us 
event . 

Helldorado i steeped in history and 
for 45 years has been as much a part of 
Las Vegas a the Union Pacific Rail­
road and Hoover Dam . In fact , con­
structi n of the dam was probably the 
biggest single rea on for the celebra­
tion . At the dam's completion in 1935, 
a the construction crews of "Six Com­
panie .. and tourists who came to see it 
being built were leaving the area , local 
officials frantically sought ways to bol­
ster the economy raise community 
spirit and ke p that golden flow of 
touri ts coming to the area. 

Legend has it , and it might not be so 
much of a legend , that a circus and car­
nival advance man was in town at the 
time and came up with the idea of the 
celebration. This was chronicled by 
John F. Cahlan, a prominent Las V gas 
journali t and former editor of the Las 
Vegas Review-Journal. 

(Continued on next pa8e) 

Kangaroo Kops jailed the e He/ldorado beauty queens in 1957 as a reminder that tho e 
who were not in we tern garb or wearing a He/ldorado button were headed for the Elks' 
Fremont Street lockup. 



24 -27- Youth Fai r, LAS VEGA onv ntlon 
Ct r . 

27- UNLV Chorus onc rt , 2pm , Ham o ncert 
Ha ll , LAS VE AS 

29 - Woodwind Qui ntet, 8pm, Jud y Bayley 
Thea tre, U LV LAS VEGAS 

, ----- --- - - - ---
What a Racquet 

Bjorn Borg and John McEnroe are 
expected to be among the 32 top tennis 
players competing for $250,000 in prize 
money in the Ninth Annual Alan King 
Tennis Classic April 21-27 at Caesars Pal­
ace in Las Vegas. The event include a 
celebrity tournament that in the past has 
drawn serious tennis players like Bill 
Cosby, Andy Williams and Di k Van Pat­
ten . Ticket prices for spe tators will run 
about $15-20 per day . Write Caesar Pal­
ace, Tennis Ticket , 3570 Las Vegas BI d . 
So. , Las Vegas, 89109, or call 702-731 -7b90. 

CENTRAL 
MAl{ H 

12- Utah Symphon y in onuo! rt , 8pm, Wh ite 
Pi ne High 5 h 01. ELY 

NORTH 
MARCH 

T - t. Pa trick's Day Fa ir , 6:30pm , Arm ry, 
WIN NEM U A 

18-19- Ca bin Fever Reliever Dance Weekend, 
square dan ing, 8pm on 18, 10dm on 19, 
ELKO ramma r School 

22- Mit zie Guercio da nce re ita I. 7:30pm, ixon 
Ha ll , WI NEMUCCA 

29- High De rt Arabian Horse Show , 2pm , 
Spring reek H r e Palate, ELKO 

APRIL 
6- Mo torcycle Races, 9am , a lder Cycle Park, 

WI NEMU A 

WEST 
ONGOIN EVENTS 

Flea Marke t, DA YTO , week nds 
eVdda Artists As n. Ga llery, 10-4 Mon .-Sat. , 

12-4 Sun ., 449 W . King St. , ARSO CITY 
arso n ity Arts All ia nce, chamber concert s and 

r cita ls, Brewery Arts ent r, 449 W King 
St. , ARSO IT Y info . 702-883-1976 

Art exhibition , 2-6 Wed .-Mon .. 699 0 ~t. , St. 
Phil lip's ent er a llery , HAWTHOR E 

Atmospherium-Planetarium , open daily , U R, 
RENO, show info . 702-784-4811 

MARCH 
I -1 0- Photopress, news photographs by I cal 

pho tojourna lists , and Da n J pson, mixed 
m d ia show , hurch Fine Ar ts Bldg .. UNR , 
RENO 

1-4/ 27-"Beautiful evada ," fi lm tour of 
vada , plus 'The Univer e of Dr. Einstein ," 

Atmo pherium-Planetarium , UN R, RE 0 , 
info 784-481) 

2- Alleta Gray Mem orial , RE 0 hamb r 
Or hestra , eil and ancy O 'Ooan c n ert. 
2pm, Pioneer T heatre 

5- Reno Gem & Mineral So iety, mi nera l speci-
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men magnifica tion progra m, 8pm, 480 S. 
Rock Blvd ., SPARKS 

6-8- State Basketba ll Tournament , Coliseum , 
RENO 

J 1 - Utah Symphony, sponsored by UNR and 
ierra Arts Fdtn ., 8 :15pm , Pioneer Theatre, 

RENO 
J3-15- RENO Jazz Festiva l, instru menta l, Pio­

neer Thea tre, info . 786-5105 
13-15- o le Porter's "Anyth ing Goes," musica l 

comedy, Proscenium Players, 8pm, CAR­
SON ITY Commu nity Ctr . 

]4 -15-"Hai r:' musica l, Universit y Thea ter, 
UN R, RENO, info . 784 -6505 

Jazz in the Afternoon 
For the nineteenth year, young jazz musi­

cians and guest professionals will perform 
March 13-15 and April 11-12 at the Reno 
Jau. Festival. The Pioneer Theatre gather­
ing is the largest educational jazz festival in 
the West. 

An expected 125 chool groups will com­
p~t e during the instrumental portion in 
March . pectators can purchase day passes 
for $4 at the door or a festival pass for $8, 

Jazz vocalists will appear in April. The 
festival pass for that concert is $6, For 
advance tickets write Tickets, Youth Music 
Foundation Ltd. , Box 6585, Reno, NV 
89513, or call 702-323-5672. 

14 -16- Ma nufactured Housing Show, 5-10 Fri .. 
noon- l0 Sat.-Su n., Coliseum, RE 0 

14 -26- James Mc o rmick, constructive liv ing 
art , and Ed Ma rt inez and R.J. Moroni , sculp­
ture dnd pho tos, hurch Fine Arts Bldg .. 
U R, RE 0 

19-22-"La Trav ia ta ," opera , 8:]5pm, Pioneer 
T hea tre, RE 0 , info. 786-5105 

20-22-"Hair ," musical. University Theater, 
U R, RENO 

21 -23- Autorama , d isplay of custom cars, 5- 10 
Fri ., noon-10 Sat. , noon-7 Sun ., Coliseum , 
Reno 

21-23-"Anyt hing Goes," Proscenium Playe rs, 
8pm Fri .-Sat. , 3pm Sun ., CARSON CITY 

ommu nit y Ctr. 
22- Big Band Ba ll. music of the swi ng era , 7-

12pm, O rm by House, CARSO CITY 
25- RE 0 Philharmonic, Verdi Requiem, Ted 

Puffer cond uc ting, 8:15pm , Pioneer Theatre 
28-29-"Anyth ing Goes," Prosceni um Playe rs, 

8pm , ARSO CITY Commu nity Ctr. 
28-30- Sekulich Antique Show, 1-10 Fri ., noon-

6 Sat. , o liseum, RE 0 

APRIL 
2- Reno Gem & Mineral Society, Bi ll Tomlinson 

on gold dredging, 8pm, 480 S. Rock Blvd. , 
SPAR KS 

5- Easter Film Program , 'T he Many Advent ures 
of Winn ie the Pooh," 10:30-12, 12:30-2, 2:30-
4, a lif. Build ing, Idlewi ld Pa rk, RE 0 

11-12- R 0 Jazz Festival. vocal. Pioneer 
Theatre, info . 786-5105 

11-13-'T he Child ren's Hou r," d rama , 8:30pm 
Fri. -Sat. , 7:30pm Sun ., RE 0 Li tt le T hea ter , 
690 N . Sierra 

13- Jazz At The Pioneer, I pm , featur ing Buddy 
Rich, sponsored by For Love of Jazz, Pioneer 
Theatre, RENO 

14- Drawing Perspec tive by Thelma Ca lhoun , 
art semina r, 9-4, St. Philip's Center, 699 D. 
St. , HAWTHORN E 

14-15- Comstock Arabia n Horse Show, fai r­
gro unds, RENO 

IS- RENO Philha rmonic, works of Moza rt , 
Strauss a nd Mahler, John Lenz conducto r, 
8:15pm , Pioneer Thea tre 

16- Washoe Count y ommunit y Concert , 
8:15pm , Pioneer Thea tre, RENO 

17-19-"The Children's Hour ," drama, 8:30pm , 
RENO Li ttle Thea ter 

18-20- Home Improvement Show, 5-10 Fri ., 
noon-10 Sa t. , noon-7 Sun ., Coliseum , RENO 

20- Reno Chamber Orchestra , Va he Khochayan 
conductor, 3pm, RENO Little Theater 

20- Flea market a le: horses, trai lers, used tack 
and clothes; jumping a nd English equestria n 
cl inic by Julie Van Win kle, lOam, Fuji Park , 
CARSON CITY 

20-26- UNR Art Festival: 20, Kazoophony, 
mUSICIans; 21 , Duck's Brea th Mystery 
Thea tre; 22-23, fil ms; 24, Bo b Gardiner, lec­
turer on animation; 25, Pro teus Mime, 
humor; 26 , Anna Russell. humorist-solo ist, 
Church Fine Arts Thea ter, RENO , info . 784 -
4893 

T - Dates to be announced 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 
MAY 

$100,000 Mint 400, 1-4, 100-mile off-road race , 
sta rt a t Las Vegas Speedrome 

Helldorado Days, 9-18, rodeo , parade, barbe­
cue, carn ival , Las Vegas 

Ely Amateur Golf Tournament, 17-1 8, White 
Pine County Golf Course 

Reno Philharmonic, 20, class ical music of Sme­
tana , Liszt and Dvorak, Ron Daniels conduc­
to r, Pioneer Theatre 

Eugene Ormandy & Philadelphia Orchestra, 30, 
master series, Ham Hall , UNLV Las Vegas 

Jim Butler Days, 23-26, pa rade, ba rbecue, a rt 
show, mining events, dances, arm wrestling, 
lia rs contest, Tonopah 

Virginia City Motorcycle Races, 10-11 , grand 
prix , 100 miles 

Helldorado Continued from previous page 

And Cahlan should know as he was 
in on the ground floor of the first Hell­
dorado. In his chronicle Cahlan 
writes, "A saviour appeared on the 
scene in the person of Clyde Zerby He 
had an idea his plan was to stage a 
civic celebration which would not only 
involve all of the residents , but might 
provide a vehicle to attract tourists 
thus was Helldorado born " 

Nowhere in his writings does Cahlan 
attribute the word Helldorado to any 
one person, only that a man "had an 
idea ," and that idea was a celebration. 

More recent speculation on the 
word 's origin comes from Ed Branch , a 



-- - -----~-----~~ 

full-time coordinator for Helldorado, 
who says, 'There's a number of 
theories. One is that the word is a 
derivative of Eldorado, the name of a 
massive valley that had to be skirted 
on the route from Las Vegas to the dam 
construction site. 

"Another is that it is a word combi­
nation of Eldorado Valley and hell­
bent (on destruction or fun , whatever 
your point of view). It was a pretty 
frisky celebration back in those days," 
Branch says. 

Not that it isn't today The Associ­
ated Press reports that "Las Vegas resi­
dents have at their fingertips one of the 
finest and most sophisticated selections 
of recreation and entertainment of any 
city in the country For one week each 
year however they get a glimpse of 
the rowdy and brawling Old West 
Helldorado is an old time celebration 
put on by Las Vegas residents for Las 
Vegas residents. Tourists are welcome, 
but there's never been a real effort to 
a ttract them." 

Branch says, "We are eventually 
changing all that. We want the visitors 
to see our show" He says once the 
tourist gets back home and starts talk­
ing about what a great time he had at a 
Vegas western celebration , other 
people will start making plans to be on 
hand in May This year's event is May 
9-18. 

Unlike some other promoters of civic 
events who would like to see their 
show break even or even lose money 
the sponsoring Elks gear their oper­
ation to turning a handsome profit , but 
not for fraternal or personal gain. 
Money raised through the Helldorado 
celebration goes to a myriad of com­
munity charitable outlets, from senior 
citizen projects and Scouting activities 
to Christmas dinners for the needy 

Chief money-raiser for all of the 
planned events is the rodeo , where 
there are sell-out crowds for each of the 
five performances. 

It gets higher ratings each year as the 
purse paid to cowboys gets closer to 
the $100,000 mark. For instance, the 
rodeo went from 27th ranked in 1978 
to 13th in 1979 mainly because of the 
$84 ,700 purse and a record number of 
cowboy entry fees. 

otwithstanding, Branch said, "Las 
Vegas is one of the favorite stops on 
the circuit. They (the cowboys) love to 
come here. You might see a cowboy 
pass up a Cheyenne or Houston rodeo 
for whatever reason , but will come 
here and plunk down his entry fee just 
to be in Las Vegas ." 0 

I ndependence Account, 
Prestige® Card, 
Retirement Plans 
Department, Home 
Counseling Center, 
savings counselors, high 
interest rates, federally­
insured savings, and 
service to more Nevada 
counties than any 
other savings and loan. 

ANNUAL 

So First Federals 
the one 
that does that! 

r.iJ ~ .~ 
• i~!t§ @ 

••• _- LTH= 

First Federal Savings and Loan 
Offices tatewide 

5 SPECTACULAR DAYS 

June 25 thru 29 
For I nformation call 
(702) 329-2771 
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There's nothi-· n~g""l'ik"""'e -a~wildernessex;eri€IlcetrOffiiIlSide 

an air-conditioned cocoon. By Julian Stone 

I t's a ll very well to talk about a rug­
ged western experience, a fantastic 

desert vacation, seven days of solid 
sun hine . But camping usually means 
no bathrooms, no shade, no beer and 
very little palatable water 

Would that be your choice for a holi­
day? 

For most people, the answer would 
be no . 

This is less a world of adventurers 

than a spoiled lot of affluent "out­
doorsmen" who'd rather be in a 
camper at McDonalds than in the red­
woods, in a lodge rather than a tent , or 
on a houseboat instead of a two-oar 
dinghy 

On Lake Mead, most modern day 
adventurers would really prefer to see 
and touch the wild and weird terrain 
from an air conditioned boat. They 
want rea l beds with sheets and pillows, 

Houseboating Lake Mead means lazy days away from cro wds and pol/ution in a luxurious 
multi-level dream with more than the comforts of home. 
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a galley draped portholes, carpeting, 
bathroom, stereo tape system and large 
cooler They want to sunbathe on a 
flying bridge or a spacious fore deck. 
They want their barbecue to light with 
no problem and their steaks to be 
broiled to perfection . They want olives 
in their martinis . 

And they are absolutely right. 
"A houseboat vacation is pure re­

laxation," says Marv Teixeira of Car­
son City "You don't have to shave . 
The boat moves without you so you 
don' t even have to get out of bed . And 
if you do want to get up , one step and 
you are in the lake ." 

Lake Mead, with its desert scenery 
and many months of warm weather, is 
great for houseboat camping . Sunshine 
is inevitable, as are an occasional dry 
thunder storm and a brisk breeze. 
Temperatures in summer can rise 
above 100 degrees but the heat is toler­
able because of low humidity ight 
temperatures in July will be 70 or 80, 
while days in winter average 65 and 
spring and fall run a perfect 80 degrees. 

At one end of Lake Mead is Hoover 
Dam; at the other is the Grand Can­
yon. With 550 miles of shoreline, Mead 
is the third largest reservoir in the 
country offering 230 square miles of 
wa ter recreation and depths of more 
than 500 feet. 

Even so, Mead is easy to navigate. 
The lake is shaped like an upside-down 
"T" and thus has only one real turn . 
Moving south from Echo Bay your big 
decision may be whether to turn west 
to Callville Bay or Lake Mead Resort 
for more beer or east to Temple Bar 
and the Grand Canyon. 

The Colorado River has taken the 
same east-west path through the desert 
for millions of years . Its water is often 
mucky brown but the lake that was 
formed in 1935 when the river was 
dammed in Black Canyon is deep, cool 
and clear, varying in shades of green 
from a pale milky hue to a gorgeous 
deep bl ue-green . 

Some beaches are sandy and 
smooth, others rocky and rough . At 
times steep ridges rise hundreds of feet 
on either side of the waterway and 
camps are hard to find . But a few min­
utes later the cliffs open up , and coves 



appear with sandy spits offering 
incredible fishing, swimming and 
beaches where children can play. 

A Stockton family with two lively 
water-loving kids has spent many holi­
days on a houseboat. "We've boated 
on Shasta, and on the Delta, but we 
prefer Lake Mead because there's no 
congestion," says mother Pamela 
Baker "We generally take a small ski 
boat along and start out slowly. We 
pick a really nice beach after cruising 
for two or three hours where the kids 
can swim and my husband and I can 
fish. 

"Then we sometimes take the ski 
boat and waterski or fish , or go back to 
one of the marinas for beer or more 
ice," she says. "The next day we plan 

Marilyn and Cliff Bernard know Lake 
Mead is Southern Nevada 's greatest play­
ground. 

another two- or three-hour cruise and 
find another nice place to stop and 
camp again . 

"We have done this many times, 
slowly progressing up into the Grand 
Canyon, not getting tired , enjoying a 
lovely holiday and seeing and doing 
exactly what we want. " 

Houseboats are unsinkable short of a 
submarine attack and easy to handle . 
"If you can drive a car you c{'rtainly 
can drive a houseboat," says Rich 
Ham, manager of Lake Mead Resort. 
"Anyone can do it. The driving 
actually gets monotonous because you 
are going slowly and the control of the 
boat is simple. Kids love driving it , 
parents love it because they can sit 
back and relax , have a drink, talk, 
share a good time. It's great for busi­
nesspeople because there are no phones 
and no TV " 

Everything except food and drink is 
supplied . Seasoned houseboaters ad­
vise bringing lots of snacks and plenty 
of supplies and ice because the nearest 
store could be 40 miles away. There are 
four full service marinas on the lake-

Echo Bay, Lake Mead Resort, Callville 
Bay and Temple Bar- where you can 
stock up on gas and grub . 

A word of warning: the wind can 
come up quickly. Virgin Basin espe­
cially can cause rough-water problems. 
Use common sense, watch the weather, 
keep an eye out for coves and if it 
should get rough, pull into a cove and 
sit it out. Rough water is most common 
in winter but no month is without the 
possibility of strong winds. 

And another word of warning. Even 
though a houseboat may sleep 10, 
make sure you travel with people you 
really like so that there is a minimum 
of turbulence on board. If you're going 
to spend several days on a 47-foot boat 
with no real walls to separate the 

bunks from the galley from the bar, 
your shipmates have got to be com­
patible . Keep in mind that the 6-sleep­
ers should be for a single family or per­
haps two couples, and that the 10-
sleepers should not take the maximum 
load (that is, if they're all adults). 

Vacations often mean sacrifice, or at 
least the cancellation of comfort. But 
with a fully-equipped , air-conditioned, 
carpeted, strawberry dacquiried house­
boat on Lake Mead, who needs a pain . 

Marv Teixeira takes off toward the 
Grand Canyon with seven other people 
who like that kind of life and leaves his 
razor at home. 

"It's great for kids," he says, "and if 
you have enough ice, it's great for the 
old folks tool" 0 

Sandy Beach, a perfect place for swimming, fishing, waterskiing and sunbathing. 

FACTS ABOUT HOUSEBOAT RENTALS 
Most houseboats available for 

rent on Lake Mead and Lake 
Mo.have are 6- and 10-sleepers, and 
everything except food and drink is 
provided on board . Safety features 
include fire extinguishers and Coast 
Guard approved life preservers. 
Marina personnel will supply a map 
and show skippers how to handle 
the boat and the basics of mainte­
nance . They also will suggest routes 
and good coves for fishing and 
camping. 

The following prices are based on 
the large, 10-sleepers: 

Echo Bay (Lake Mead) 
& Katherine Landing (Mohave) 

Nov .1-Mar.31 (Apr.1-0ct.31 ): 

Three day weekend, $350 ($495); 
four day midweek special , $440 
($630); full week, $630 ($900) . For 
more information call Pam Ham, 
702-293-3484, or write 322 Lake­
shore Rd. , Boulder City, NV 89005. 
Ask about patio boats. 

Callville Bay (Lake Mead) 
& Cottonwood Cove (Mohave) 

Mar.1-0ct.31: Three nights, 
$570; four nights, $760; seven nights 
$950. (Nov.1-Feb.28: from 20 to 50 
percent off high season rates .) For 
more information call toll free 1-
800-528-6154 or write P .O . Box 
29040, Phoenix, AZ 85038. 
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For lowrolling river adventurers, it's a slow, beautiful row whether 
you take the Colorado below Hoover Dam or choose the 

wilderness route to the Grand Canyon. By David H. Huntzinger 

Canoeing the Colorado 
I n the past few years the Lake Mead 

region has seen the return of the 
original river rat , who floats and 
strokes down the canyons of the Colo­
rado River in canoe, kayak or raft. 
Paddlers can take two excellent river 
trips in the area . One runs from Hoo­
ver Dam south through Black Canyon 
on Lake Mohave; the other begins in 
upper Lake Mead and explores the 
spectacular western gorges of the 
Grand Canyon . 

Five years ago canoeists and kay­
akers were lonely specks in the water 
below Hoover Dam . Now, almost any 
day of the year you can spot anywhere 
from one to 30 canoeists leisurely 
paddling southward in the chilly 
waters released from the dam . Along 
the route canoeists can discover 
ancient Indian petroglyphs or hidden 
hot springs like the ones below Ring­
bolt Rapids, or cast for rainbow trout 
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for that night's supper in camp . 
One experience most rafters choose 

to avoid is making the south-of-the­
dam run in summer Daytime temper­
atures then are often about 115 degrees 
in the shade, and the dark canyon 
rocks create a sun-powered oven. Since 
the water's temperature is about 54 
degrees, an upset canoe can deliver a 
killing shock to your system as you 
plunge into the cold water It's required 
that everyone wear Coast Guard 
approved life jackets on the 21 .5 miles 
between the dam and the mouth of 
Black Canyon near Chalk Cliffs . 

Winter and spring are the best times 
to catch high water levels. The current 
tends to be slight on weekends but usu­
ally picks up toward evening. Campers 
should be sure to pull canoes and 
kayaks well up on shore and camp on 
high ground. 

Before a trip , canoeists must get a 

permit from the Bureau of Reclamation 
in Boulder City (702-293-8367) and 
have their craft inspected by the 
National Park Service at the visitor 
center on U.S . 93 between Boulder 
City and the dam. Canoeists also are 
required to check in with a ranger at 
their destination or call the 24-hour 
Park Service number, 702-293-4041. If 
you don't report and an unneeded 
search is sent out, you get the bill. 

While more and more canoeists and 
rafters are enjoying Mohave, few have 
discovered that they can paddle nearly 
40 miles into the Grand Canyon from 
the upper end of Lake Mead. This sec­
tion begins at Pearce Ferry, about 50 
miles from Hoover Dam as the eagle 
flies , and ends at the first rapids of Sep­
aration Canyon. 

Spring and fall, when the weather is 
warm but not summer-hot, are the best 
times to take this trip. Paddling, the 
trip takes three or four days, but by 
using a small outboard motor you can 
reach the rapids in one . 

Plan to take enough food , drinking 
water and extra clothes to last the trip . 
A IS-foot or larger aluminum or fiber­
glass canoe is recommended . Pack 
your gear securely; at times stiff winds 
can blow through the canyon, causing 
large swells on the river Above all, 
don't overload your craft. For camp­
ing, I take a lightweight mountain tent 
that can be zippered to keep out scor­
pions, snakes and other creatures . 

By auto, the drive to Pearce Ferry 
from the dam is 85 miles. After heading 
south 40 miles through Arizona's Det­
rital Valley on U.S. 93, turn northeast 
on the Dolan Springs Road to Pearce 
Ferry The road's latter portion passes 
through one of the finest Joshua tree 
forests in the world, located on Grape­
vine Mesa at the foot of the Grand 
Wash Cliffs. 

A canoe convoy heads south into Black 
Canyon. Canoeists are required to get a 
permit from the Bureau of Reclamation in 
Boulder City before launching and to check 
in at journey's end. 



River runners prepare to launch in the chilly waters belbw Hoover Dam. The chances of high water are best in spring and winter, and the 
current is usually stronger on weekdays. At night campers should be sure to pull their crafts high on shore. 

As you shove off at Pearce Ferry 
you meet the high , golden face of the 
Grand Wash Cliffs. A mile or two 
upriver and around a bend, the walls 
begin closing in, and you're in the 
Grand Canyon. 

Upriver three miles from Pearce 
Ferry is prehistoric Rampart Cave, 
which can be reached by a mile hike to 
the base of the cliffs . This cave once 
contained an irreplacea ble fossil find , 
the droppings of a Pleistocene mammal 
that lived 10,000 to 12,000 years ago 
during the last ice age . Unfortunately 
three years ago someone set fire to the 
dried material. The fire smoldered for 
many months before the Park Service 
was able to put it out. 

Nestled in a cove a quarter mile 
upriver is Emery Falls, spilling over a 
slick rock edge and splashing into the 
lake . The weeping cliffs to the right 
support a jungle of ferns and moss . The 
cliffs, composed of layered mudstones, 
display fossil worm tubes and casts of 
other tiny marine organisms . 

Thirteen miles above Pearce Ferry 
are the remains of a bat guano mining 
operation. Tons of the nitrogen-rich 
manure was mined and barged down 

the river by Murl Emery, now of Nel­
son, and his partners in the 1920s. 
Later towers were installed , and the 
guano was lifted in a carrying box out 
of the canyon by steel cables . The 
towers still stand on the rim . 

From the riverbank you can take 
challenging hikes to the rim above or 
into box canyons abounding with plant 
and animal life . A hike to the top will 
be rewarded by breath-taking views of 
the canyon country stretching to the 
horizon, ridge after ridge fading into 
the purple distance . Always be alert to 
where you place your hands or feet : 
this is snake country And don' t be sur­
prised to see bald eagles soaring on the 
air currents above the canyon . 

When it's time to set camp, pick a 
site on high ground . Storms on the 
mesa can send a flash flood down side 
canyons to the river Pull your canoe 
high above the water and be sure to tie 
it to a rock or shrub. The Colorado can 
rise or drop several feet in a very short 
time, and it is downright embarrassing 
to come back from a walk and find 
your canoe floating down the middle 
of the river 

Twenty miles above Bat Cave the 

river narrows as it passes between 
shear black lava walls . Here eddies add 
a little excitement to the paddling. 
Nearby a sparkling fresh-water stream 
flows out of Spencer Canyon, and a 
short hike will bring you to a series of 
cascading pools . 

Finally 40 miles above your starting 
point you will encounter the first 
white-water rapids at Separation Can­
yon . Beyond this point are the wild 
tumbling waters of the Colorado 
River; this is the upper limit of Lake 
Mead . 

It was here on August 28, 1869, that 
three of Major John Wesley Powell's 
men had had enough. They left the 
exploration party and climbed to the 
rim where they later were killed by a 
group of Indians. Just one day later the 
rest of the Powell expedition emerged 
safely from the great gorge, completing 
the first exploration ever made of the 
Grand Canyon . 

At Separation Canyon it 's time to 
head back to Pearce Ferry retracing 
the path of Powell and his brave men 
in what is now a gentle downstream 
ride through the wild , awesome can­
yon . 0 
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Travel Guide 
HOOVEII DAM 

SPECTACULAR 
HEUCOPTER 

RIDES 

Deluxe Ride ONLY $12 
SEE Hoover Dam, 

Colorado River Canyon, 
Old Volcano & much more! 

Aying Daily from the 
GOLD STRIKE INN 

Hwy 93 near Hoover Dam 
For Infonnation Call 

(702) 293-4022 
BAUER HELICOPTER INC. 

LAS VEGAS 
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OVEItTON 

DISCOVER 
~~ . SCENIC 
~~~MOAPA 

I VALLEY 
Overton arm of Lake Mead 

Fishing, Boating, 
Waterskiing, Camping 

Lost City Museum 

Entrance to Valley of Fire 

Warm Springs Recreation Area 

4800-foot lighted airstrip 

For information contact: 
Moapa Valley 

Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 361 Overton, NV 89040 

(702) 397-8088 

BOULDER CITY 

Follow The Sun 

Thrifty Food and Lodging 

Chamber of Commerce 
Boulder City, NV 89005 

(702) 293-2034 

WINNEMUCCA 

NEVADA'S #1 
CONVENTION & 
FUN TOWN! 
WINNEMUCCA!! 

THE NEW FRONTIER 
OF THE OLD WEST! 
Obviously, this ad isn't 
going to convince you to 
hold your next group 
meeting or Convention in 
Winnemucca . But the 
next step is to get more 
information. 
Write or Call for a Convention Brochure: 

WINNEMUCCA 
CONVENTION 
BUREAU 
Nixon Building 
Winnemucca, NV 89445 
(702) 623-5071 

WINNEMUCCA 

Motel 
SCOTT 
SHADY 
COURT 
("Your Home Away From Home. 'J 

70 UNITS, ALL HAVING 
STEAM HEAT & AIR CONDITIONING 
DIRECT DIAL TELEPHONES 
COLOR TELEVISION 
INDOOR, HEATED POOL 

FOR YEAR- 'ROUND SWIMMING 
SAUNA BATH 
CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND 

3 BLOCKS OFF HWY 95 
2 BLOCKS NORllt OF 

WINNEMUCCA BOULEVARD (I-BO) 
AT PAVIUON & FIRST STREETS 

P.O. BOX 672 (702) 623-3646 



JACKPOT 

FUN CASINOS 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

Motels • Restaurants • Lunch 
Counter • Dining-Show Room • 
Cocktail Lounges • Country 
Store • Package Liquor • Gift 
Shop • Golf • Tennis • Plnball­
Billiards Room • Meeting 
Rooms • Mile-Long Airport· RV 
Hookups • Overnight Horse 
Pens· Fishing-Hunting Guides. 

"ENO 

For Motel Reservations 
Call (702) 755-2321 

For InrormaUon write: C.rl Hayden. 80_ 198 

JACKPOT, NV 89825 
Plateau Country 

On US Highway 93 at Idaho Border 

£l1>ORaDO 
£l1>ORaDO 
,- HOTEL· CASINO ~ 

WILDHORSE 

lildharse 
Ranch & Resort 

Ice Fishing 
Snowmobiling A­
Cross Country Skiing 

Restaurant • Bar • Ice 
Rooms • Mobile Home Rentals 

Boat Rentals • RV Park 
Private airport with 5500 ft. runway 

Fishing & Hunting licenses 
Archie & Betty Corbari 

You, Hosts 

65 miles north of Elko 
Phone: Northfork 6471 or 6472 thru 
Elko or, write for brochure and rates: 

Via: Elko, Nevada 89801 

ELKO 

ELKO, NEVADA 

Big name entertainment 
First class accommodations 
Color TV 
Swimming pool 
Air conditioned 
Convention facilities 
Indoor parking 
Coffee shop and bar 

STOCKMEN'S 
MOTOR HOTEL 

P. O. Box 270 
Elko, NV 89801 
(702) 738-5141 

CARSON Crry 

C
TheNew 
arson 

Hot Springs 
Resort & Health Spa 
(Under New Management) 
882-9863 

- 10 Private Hot Baths 
-Large Mineral Pool 
- Massage and Exercise Room 
- Supper House & Saloon 
- RV Park 

1500 Hot Springs Road 
Carson City, Nev. 

CARSON crry 

~~~~~_ L r ~ ~ 

Crossroads of Nevada 

DON'T MISS THE 
FRIENDLIEST 

CAPITAL CITY 
IN THE WEST. 

([r.::~~n~:.~~'~ '=E." ..... , 
O'UllaCI 

702-882-1565 
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Emporium 

WANTED 
Oriental Rugs 

USED 
Courteous European will buy your 
used dnd old Oriental and Persian rugs 
and will pay CASH for them. 
Examples of the prices [ pay: 
9 x 12 Saroukh $1,500.00 
9 x 12 Kashan 2,500.00 
9 x 12 Heriz 1,750.00 
9 x 12 Kermansha 1,500.00 
6 x 4 Saroukh 600.00 
3 x 5 Caucasian 550.00 
7 x 4 Antique Silk 4 ,000.00 
9 x 12 Antique SiIJ.. 12,000.00 
No matter what other used Persian or 
Oriental rugs you may have, please do 
not hesitate to call me COLLECT 

(213) 874-2842 
Or write: 
JOHN MARTIN 
1741 N. Ivar Avenue, Ste. 208 
Los Angeles, California 90028 

Serving all of 
Northern Nevada 

Residential 
Commercial 
Raw Land 

Business Opportunities 
Properties available in Reno . Carson 
City. Lovelock. Fallon. and Ely area. 

Dave Tilford's 
DESEBT MOUNTAIN 

BEALTY 
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(702) 883-1404 
DAY OR NIGHT 
710 N. Walsh Street, 

Carson City, NV 89701 

HISTORIC 

VIG~ORIA49S 
WEDDING 
CHAPELS 

ALWAYS OPEN 
Choice of 8 Chapel 

settings on 
Victorian Square 

882-1736 
All Wedding Accessories 
Gay 90's Photo Setting 

Corner of 2nd 
and Curry, 

Carson City, Nevada 
(2 blocks north of 

Ormsby House Hotel) 

FREE PARKING LOT -
BEHIND THE 24 HR. 

COURTHOUSE 

NEVADA FIRST THRIFT 

SAVINGS 
We Guarantee you the 

HIGHEST SAVINGS 
INTEREST RATES on 

a .statewide basis 0 
@ In NEVADA. .. . ._. 

LOANS 
• REAL ESTATE . MOBILE HOMES • 
• CONSOLIDATE BILLS. AUTO. 

$2,500 to $50,000 
(net) (or mor.) 

NEVADA FIRST 
THRIFT STATEWIDE 

REIIO LAS VEGAS (3) CARSOII CITY 
WlIIIIEMUCCA ELY HEIiGERSOIi 

IIICUIIE VILLAGE FALLOII 110. LAS VEGAS 
S~A.KS ILKO 

C MEEK FOR PLUMBING 

§ PLUMBING ~ 
~ ELECTRICAL ~ 
~ LUMBER ~ 
~ PLYWOOD g 
~ HOTPOINT APPLIANCES ~ 
t3 WOODBURNING STOVES ~ 
til WINDOWS-DOORS ;: 
~ COMPLETE LINE OF ~ 
a: BUILDING MATERIALS rn 
~ FREE LOCAL DELIVERY n 
~ FREE ESTIMATES ~ 
....l ['Ij 

a: ~ o "1j 
tL. 0 
~ ::n 

~ ~ 
U ~ 

C MEEK FOR HARDWARE 

IDLD ~:~ 
NUIIITS 

Solid 14 Karat 
Each nugget is individually 
handcrafted, reproducing the 
richness and luster of nature's 
own design, ready to wear as 
pendants or charms. 

-SOLD-
Direct by weight 

As the price of gold varies, we sell 
the nuggets at the London gold bullion 
Quote, day of purchase. Minimum 
size is 1/ 10th of an ounce. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 14 day return. 

Write for full information 

NEVADA SILVER 
P. O. Box 390, Fallon, NV 89406 





Trek to Devlts Oanyon 
The Jarbidge Mountains are snow-covered even 
in late spring, towering above the sagebrush 
desert with six peaks over 10,000 feet. So far as 
we knew, they had never been skied before. 
By Dick Dorworth 
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Galen Rowell is the only driver I 
know who spends less time 

observing the road than do his 
passengers. A sort of mountaineer's 
Neal Cassady at the wheeL Galen 
drives with his knees, wrists, fingers , 
forearms , or nothing and every so 
often he even grips the steering device 
with one of his palms. No one has ever 
reported seeing him hold a steering 
wheel with both hands. He drives real 
fast , real hard, as only befits a 1950s 
Berkeley hot rodder , while carrying on 
a running face to face conversation 
with whoever happens to be in the 
back seat. 

At the same time Galen manages to 
spot deer, coyote, hawks, clouds, 
trees, rivers and rabbits entirely missed 
by his car mates, so riveted is their 
attention to the hurtling highway . I 
once watched in fascinated terror while 
he changed lenses on a camera while 
driving at 70 mph, steering with an 
elbow. StilL he's a great driver It's a 
good thing. He's also a fine writer and 
top outdoor photographer 

We've been friends for a long time 
and I should know better than to get 
nervous, I say to myself as he leers into 
the back seat with a huge smile, guid­
ing this rocket along Interstate 80 
through the great Nevada landscape . 

Our fellow passengers are Gordon 
Wiltsie and Mike Farrell . Gordon is a 
young photographer, writer and skier 
from Bishop who, like Galen and me, 
scrambles to support himself from his 
hobbies. Mike, a Berkeley resident , is a 
climbing-skiing friend of long stand­
ing, the only one among us who 
doesn' t write and photograph his 
mountainous adventures in order to 
pay his way 

I glance at our two car mates, and 
am reassured by their expressions that I 
am not the only queasy passenger in 
Rowell's big white Chevy station 
wagon loaded with skis and camping 
gear and cameras and food and beer 
and other such life necessities. It seems 
to me that getting there is always half 
the fun , and in my experience nowhere 
is this more true than on ski trips. 

This trip , for instance, was a combi­
nation Rowell-Dorworth idea . Galen 
had arranged with a ski-boot-binding 
company to test experimental equip­
ment in a ski mountaineering situation . 
He asked if I wanted to get involved, 
and where should we go that none of 
us had ever seen 7 

Without hesitation I suggested the 
Jarbidge Mountains of Northeastern 



Nevada, a range that had intrigued me 
for years and had never fit into a life of 
busy schemes. 

Several miles north of Wells on U.S. 
93, the Jarbidge Mountains loom up in 
the distant northwest , a snowcovered 
alpine range sticking out of the Nevada 
sagebrush desert with six peaks over 
10,000 feet that, so far as we knew, had 
never been skied . Of course, we could 
be wrong. 

There are several versions of exactly 
how the Jarbidge area acquired its 
peculiar name, all of them emanating 
from the legends of the Shoshone 
Indians whose ancestors inhabited the 
area for thousands of years . The leg­
ends agree that the Shoshone "Ja-Ha­
Bich," more easily pronounced "Jar­
bidge" by the white man, means 
"Devil's Canyon." It is a place of sup­
posed evilness and monsters and myth­
ological dangers of unknown portent 
and mysterious reality. 

Thus we were on the road early on 
May 1st, the worker's holiday 1979, 
heading east for Elko . The drive down 
out of the Sierra and across the great 
dry Nevada was a journey made many 
times, but the company was fine . 
When we drove the last 60 dirt road 
miles into the town of Jarbidge in the 
dark evening, it was raining hard. 
Tenting overnight was not something 
we looked forward to . 

Fortunately, there's a hotel in Jar­
bidge . The Barn Hotel, six dollars a 
night and worth every penny There's a 
varied lot of perhaps 20 inhabitants, 
the most assured being Oren Grant , a 
grey bearded eccentric and intelligent 
fellow of a mixed bag of religious and 
philosophic persuasions who treated us 
well , as did everyone in Jarbidge . But 
enough of Oren's homemade apple 
cider could make the most cynical 
athiest downright religious and the 
most mundane bureaucrat a raving 
street corner philosopher 

We spent the next day wandering 
around the town of Jarbidge in the 
rain, meeting some of the locals and 
exploring the one approach into the 
mountains. 

The following morning the good 
Carl Gerloff, manager of the Tired 
Devil , drove us as far as his four-wheel 
drive would take us up Jarbidge Gulch . 
Then we walked over snow and rock 
and dirt as far as Snowslide Gulch . It 
was very cold in the early morning and 
my hands were numb, but the air was 
crystal mountain clear A mile later at 
Dry Gulch we began contouring 
upward on our skis, and the work of 

the day began . UJ 

The reality of carrying heavy loads ~ 
uphill , no matter what the conveyance, ~ 
never changes . It is hard, straining, z 
draining, detestable duty fit only for § 
those who will end up truly tired 8 
devils . Sisyphus had nothing on us . 

The countryside was wonderful: 
high mountains of a desert alpine mix­
ture that I had experienced only in a 
couple of Nevada ranges like the 
Rubies and Virginias. Several types of 
birds and small rodents were evident , 
but we saw no sign of larger creatures. 
As we gained altitude and higher tem­
peratures, the quality and firmness of 
the snow began to disintegrate . As it 
was May 3rd this situation was not 
entirely unexpected, but our busy lives 
had not permitted us to venture on this 
tour any earlier Besides, we had come 
to this unknown place with no objec­
tives in mind , on reconnaissance so to 
speak; and we had come to test equip­
ment. 

By the time we had gained a thou­
sand feet vertical , two things were evi­
dent. Today's skinny cross-country 
skis with three pin bindings, and cross­
country (Donald Duck) shoes are sim­
ply inappropriate gear for many ski 
mountaineering situations. Also, the 
particular combination of experimental 
ski-boot-binding we were testing was 
not going to advance the state of ski 
mountaineering technology in any 
case . Such discoveries were among the 
reasons we had gone to Jarbidge, and 
it 's better to find them out right away. 

With several days' food and fuel and 
nothing more pressing to do , we 
labored on up another thousand feet 
before stopping for a break and a bit of 
downhill skiing without packs. 

It's a good thing Galen Rowell is as 
strong as he is . He skis in the classic 
squatter's sit back position of the tal­
ented athlete in over his head and not 
about to back down . It didn't help that 
he'd only skied a couple of times the 
previous year He took several mar­
velous spills amidst much cursing and 
laughter, and he nearly pulled the soles 
off his boots, a problem I also had later 
and which proved a defect in the equip­
ment. 

After several runs and a fine lunch in 
great surroundings, we continued . The 
snow by then was completely rotten. 
With our own weight added to that on 
our backs, the thin skis cut through the 
soft corn the way strip miners cut 
through the earth, leaving deep tracks 
behind . We went to the knee at every 
step . 

Mike Farrell relaxes in camp during a day 
of steep climbs and wet snow skiing. 

In the early afternoon we had 
reached about 9,500 feet on the first 
ridge southwest of 10,839-foot Matter­
horn Peak, a gain of some 3,000 verti­
cal feet on the first day in awful snow. 
We found a beautiful campsite with 
outrageous views. To the south we 
could see the Angel Lake section of the 
Ruby Mountains above Wells, where a 
year earlier a different group of us had 
been ski touring when two experimen­
tal tents blew down on us in the night. 
A few miles away stood the beautiful 
domelike 10,565 foot Mary's River 
Peak from which the Mary's River 
starts. To the west stood the rolling 
Copper Mountains, which are cer­
tainly worthy of an extended ski tour 
at some future time . To the north were 
the Idaho deserts and the fertile Magic 
Valley 

I was fatigued in the good way and 
content to relax and reflect. Galen, the 
natural speed freak , and the young­
sters, Mike, 31 , and Gordon, 26, 
hadn't had enough. As soon as camp 
was arranged they set off up the ridge 
which ended at a 500-foot drop off 
between Matterhorn and Cougar 
Peaks . The bottomless corn snow 
made going up extemely difficult. It 
made skiing down impossible . But the 
lads took off with exhuberance and I 
heard them shouting and cursing and 
laughing for the next couple hours. 
None of them could make a turn com­
ing down in the mush; but when they 
returned just before sunset , tired and 
hungry and soaked to the bone, they 
related good times . 

Snow camping in good weather is a 
joy. We had gotten a feel for the cur­
sory knowledge of the Jarbidge Moun­
tains, and we had already discovered 
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what we needed to know to satisfy the 
manufacturers of our gear We also 
realized it wasn't going to be easy to 
cover much distance in that snow with 
that equipment. 

It was obvious we could not stay as 
long as originally planned , so we 
doubled food rations for the night and 
ate like pigs . A nightcap put us in the 
frame of mind to sleep like stones and 
dream the dreams of weary travelers . 

In the morning a good storm was 
brewing in the northwest. It was cold 
with a strong wind, and gloom had 
descended over the mountains above 
the Oevil 's Canyon . Because I'd sat in 
the sun the previous day my boots and 
clothes were dry The others' were sop­
ping wet. Galen's were the worst , and 
the soles of his boots were obviously 
not going to remain attached to the rest 
through many more spectacular tum­
bles. As the weakest skier with the 
most disintegrating gear and sopping 
wet at that , it would not do for him to 
get caught in a storm high in the Jar­
bidge Range. Mike was up early trying 
to stir enthusiasm to stay while the rest 
of us were still warm in our bags, but 
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Where the 
Action is 
in Reno! 
The MAPES A heritage 
style motor hotel on the 
banks of the Truckee River in 
the center of downtown 
Reno. Contemporary rooms 
or luxury suites in a victorian 
motif. Fine dining in the 
elegant coach room. Gaming 
facilities , continuous 
entertainment, and FREE 
parking. 3-0ay, 2-Night 
package available. Rooms 
from 22. Telephone 

00-64 -454 or 702-323-1611. 

tMta1JPXOO 
HOTEL CASINO 

the general mood was for leaving soon . 
As it worked out, prudence preceded 

enthusiasm that day If we had had a 
specific goal in mind when we came 
perhaps it would have been the other 
way around. Maybe next time it will 
be. Unless there is a real purpose 
behind putting yourself in untenable 
positions in the mountains, it is prob­
ably wise to let prudence be the 
guide-though if prudence is always 
the leader , nothing ever will get accom­
plished . Basic mountain philosophy 

So we broke camp in a warm wet 
wind . We built a fire to dry out some 
of the boots before donning skis and 
dropping 3,000 feet into the canyon. 
Even at 9,500 feet the snow failed to 
harden in the night , and the descent 
was devilishly difficult. Only on north­
west exposures was a change of direc­
tion possible by any other but the 
reliable traverse and kick turn method . 
What in good snow would have taken 
30 minutes took more than three 
hours, the last section carrying skis 
from snowpatch to snowpatch and 
through brush and steep loose rock 
until we reached the Jarbidge River at 

the canyon's bottom . There we 
lunched and talked about future ski 
trips to the area and what a fine day it 
was . 

While sitting there eating and relax­
ing and talking with my friends I real­
ized I felt refreshed and clearly at peace 
with myself. I was cleansed and ready 
to enter again the civilized world of 
modern America . We had only spent 
two days in the hills and had not 
accomplished much beyond a recon­
naissance and some useful information 
for our equipment makers, but I felt 
wonderful . I could not find those pre­
cise feelings in any other way This 
time it had taken only two days . Other 
times it has taken more . 

As happens in all ski tours, we 
explored more than just the territory of 
the mountains we had skied through . 
We knew more about ourselves and 
each other as well as the mountains of 
Jarbidge, and as I reflected upon it by 
the river I knew our small adventure 
was successful, just like the small 
adventures of weekend skiers all over 
the world , and for very much the same 
reasons . 0 

Musicareer 
Consultants 

FOR TALENT IN THE 
MUSIC INDUSTRY 

Production 
Coordinators 

Ward Johns 
205 Vallar St. 
Reno, Nevada 89502 
(702) 323-4004 010TJe 
* ~~*****H* 

S1GPQ~ 
Frank Sorkin 

(Scooby) 
8515 Sun let Blvd., Suite 302 
LOl Angelel, Calif., 90028 
(213) 481-9975 



Announcing a dramatic 
new series ... 

0 , 

I vintailll) 
Nevada~ 

s:L 

The University of Nevada Press takes pride 
in announcing the first title in its Vintage Nevada 
Series - bringing to life the long out-of-print 
writings of early-day authors. 

The Story of the Mine by Charles Howard Shinn 
280 pages Illustrated $6.50 

With foreword by Mary Ellen Glass 

When it was first printed in New York City in 1896, Charles Howard Shinn's 
The Story of the Mine received instant national acclaim. Such was the demand for this 
book that it went through ten printings. 

The Story of the Mine is a remarkably revealing history of the life and death 
of one of the world's richest silver and gold strikes - the Comstock Lode of Nevada. 

The reader is led through the story of the Comstock Lode from its first raw 
beginnings to its inevitable decline. From hovels and crude ore rockers to gleaming 
mansions and advanced mining technology, author Charles Howard Shinn 
describes the phenomenon of the most famous boom camp of them all - Virginia City. 

Prospectors, new-rich mining tycoons, stock speculators, gunfighters spring 
to life in these pages with a freshness that has rarely been equalled in later writings. 
The extravagant life of Virginia City, the excitement of the Big Bonanza strike, 
the wonder of new innovations in mining technique, the horrors of underground fires 
in the deep mines are recorded here as if they had happened yesterday. 

University of Nevada Press. Reno, Nevada 89557 • (702) 784-6573 
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Classffred 
ANTIQUES 

JDYCE'S 
Antiques S Gifts 

"DOWNTOWN MINDEN" 
NEVADA 

Antiques 
Crystal 

Indian Silver 
14K Jewelry 

Art Glass 

BOOKS 

Wordwebs 79 

LIMITED EDITION 
Anthology of prose & poetry by 

Nevada authors . 
Illustrated. 

$1.50 (Add 50¢ for mail orders) 

WORDSPINN ERS 
P .O. Box 27, 

Hawthorne, NV 89415 

BOOKS O N NEVADA and the Southwest. 
Send stamp for list. We also search for out­
of·print Nevada books. Glencoe Books, 
Box 10853, Reno, Nevada 89510. 

CAM ELS IN TH E WEST, 16-page newly­
researched booklet on imported camels at 
work in Washoe and the West. Rare illus­
trations. $2.95 at quality stores in Nevada 
and California. 

T RAV EL NEVADA T HE WEST 
THE WORLD through books. Little 
P rofessor Book Center, 949 West Moana 
Lane, Reno, NV 89509. 702-825-0848. 
Owned and operated by Nevadans. 

CAMPING 

CARSON HOT SPRI NGS RV PARK. 
Motorhome/trailers. Water, toilets, show­
ers, phone. Hot baths, pool, massage, res­
taurant and lounge. Min. fee $3. 1500 Hot 
Springs Rd., Carson City, 702-882-9863. 
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CAMPING 

Reno people, Sacramento area, visit 
Riverbend R V Park, Verdi, NV 
River renews your soul. Fishing & 
Rock hunting. Short trips too many 
to print. 2555 Old Hwy. 40. 702-345-0344. 

UN ITED CAMPGROUND 
OF RENO 

110 units and 10 tent sites 

Modern Restrooms & Showers 
Laundromat • Gifts • Snack Bar 

Camp Store • Propane 

Close in Reno or Sparks: 
2220 Clear Acre Lane 
Reno, Nevada 89512 

702-329-0688 

COLLECTOR'S ITEMS 

CARSON CITY ANTIQUES 
Brass Fixtures. Full line of antiques-furni­
ture, china, coins, jewelry, Wells Fargo 
items. 202 S. Carson St., Carson City. (702) 
882-9144. 

CONSOLIDATED COIN 
We Buy, Sell, Trade, gold coins and 
stamps. Professional numismatist, Frank 
Roza, Jr Our specialty, silver dollars. 603 
N. Carson St., Carson City, NY (702) 882-
6277 

ZEL'S PLACE. Turquoise and Things. 
Collectors' items. Thomas Singer Crafts. 
Brass, old and new. Indian Crafts and 
Artwork. Carson Mall, 1307 S. Carson St., 
Carson City, NY 

FOR SALE: 1948 Packard Deluxe. Run­
ning. Needs paint. $3500. Write Rt. I, Box 
312, Gardnerville, NY 89410. 

PRECISE MAPS OF OLD WESTERN TOWNS 
The 13·sheet VIRGINIA CITY 1890 Map Folio ($16 ppd) 
shows the outline, use, and other details of buildings. 
A similar 6·sheet BENICIA 1886 Map Folio is $10 ppd. 
Suitable for research, gift, or display, each sheet is 
19H x2S". lH=SS'; mailej rolled . Microfilm prints of 
other towns, $2/sht. Eval. pkt. $2 . Prices incl p/h/tx. 
VLAD SHKURKIN, PUBLISHER (41 5) 232·7142 

'025 RISe Arhr, Su P, _II, CA .. 10& 

H ELP WA NT ED 

Part time piece work . Webster, America's 
foremost dictionary company needs home 
workers to update local mailing lists. All 
ages, experience unnecessary . Send name, 
address, phone number to Webster, 175 5th 
Ave., Suite 1101 - 1371, New York, NY 
10010. 

HORSES 

LUCAS ARABIAN STUD 
Show and racing Arabians 

'--;a-~ for sale and lease. 
4:~ Kellogg/ Crabbet 

~
\ \ ~~ bloodlines. 

. ~ji~ :x _ 
.~~ ~I " Send for list: 

Lucas Arabian Stud, 
Fernley, NV 89408. (702) 575-2380. 

J EWELRY 

LIBERTY J EWELRY & LOA N. Buy, Sell, 
Trade, New & Used. Diamonds & wedding 
rings. We loan the most. C. Tisher, Owner, 
220 S. Carson Street, Carson City, NV 
(702) 882-1066. 

Ludel 's Jewelry 

1452 So. Hwy. 395, 
Gardnerville, NV 894 10 

(702) 782-2646 

MISCELLA NEO US 

Because Nevada is important to yo u 

you'll want to preserve your issues of 
Nevada Magazine in sturdy, handsome 
binders. Each binder will hold 16 issues for 
easy reference. Blue with silver logo. Only 
$6.25 each. Nevada Magazine, Capitol 
Complex, Carson City, NV 89710. 



MINING 

SPICER MINING 
COMPANY 

Evaluation, exploration , development 
of your mining property, under the 
prudent man concept. 
Located at the Boiling Pot Outfit, 
8 miles north of Beatty on Hwy. 95 . 

JIM SPICER, Mining Consultant. 
BRIA N A. BECK, Chief Geologist. 

P .O. Box 278 , 
Beatty, Nevada 89003 

(702) 553-2388 

REAL ESTATE 

HISTORIC COMSTOCK ALOON: 
Golden Gate Bar&Hotel is for sale . 3 build­
ings, 200' frontage in Silver City on main 
road to Virginia City. Phone 702-847-9996 
or write Drawer E, Silver City, NV 89428. 

STROUT REALTY INC. 
Licensed Broker 309 E. John St., Car­
son City, Nevada. 882-2181 Special­
izing in Country Investment Land, 
Ranches, Mining Claims in and near 
the Historic Old Mining Towns. Send 
for our illustrated brochure. 

RESTAURA NTS 

Sharkey's 
NUGGET 
Something for everyone 

P LUS THE GREATEST 
AN D FINEST 

PR IME RIB IN T HE WORLD. 
Hwy. 395 

Gardnerville, Nevada 

OVERLA ND HOTEL: Serving Basque 
lunch and dinner. Closed Mondays . 
Located at 691 South Main Street (Hwy. 
395), Gardnerville , NV 89410. (702) 782-
2138. Your host, Eusebio Cenoz. 

SKI RESORTS 

ALPINE MEADOWS (916) 583 .... 232 
Base Altitude-7000; Vertical Drop-1700; 
Lifts-IO Chairs, 1 T-Bar, 2 Poma; Ticket 
Price $15; Food; Lodging nearby; Ski 
Rental. Facilities for beginner, intermediate 
and advanced . 

SKI INCLI NE (702) 831-1821 
Base Altitude-6700; Vertical drop-900; 
Lifts-7 chairs; Ticket Price-$14; Ski 
Rental; Food; Lodging nearby. Facilities 
fo r beginner , intermediate and advanced. 

NE"'DA MAGAZINE CLASSIFIEDS 
Capitol Complex 
Carson City, NY 89710 (702) 885'5416 

WESTERN STORES 

Complete ranch and irrigation sup­
plies. Reno Ranch and Sprinkler Sup­
ply Co. , 1600 S. Virginia, Reno, NV 
89502. 702-826-5022. 

WOM EN & HOUSEHOLD 

DOWN AND FEAT HER QUILTS. 32 yrs . 
expo Satisfaction guar Write for free color 
brochure: HOUSE OF SLEEP, 15838 N. 
40th Place, Phoenix, AZ. 85032. MC & 
V ISA accepted . 

NNIU>A MAGAZINE CLASSlFIEDS 
Capitol Complex 
Carson City, NY 89710 
1702) 885'5416 

WANT TO ADVERTISE? NEVADA MAGAZINE CLASSIFIEDS 

2" 
1-112" 
I" 

I-time 
$55 
$45 
$36 

RATES 
DISPLA Y CLASSIFIED 

2-times 
$52 
$42 
$32 

3-times 
$49 
$39 
$30 

4- times 
$47 
$37 
528 

5-times 
$45 
S35 
526 

6-time5 
543 
533 
$24 

(Logos and tine shots. $10 extra per insertion; halftones. 525 extra per insertion.) 

REGULA R CLASSIFIED 

5 tines 
4 lines 
3 lines 

$30 
$24 
$18 

$28 
$22 
$17 

$26 
$20 
$16 

$24 
$18 
515 

$22 
$16 
$14 

$20 
$14 
$13 

(34 characters per line including spaces and punctuation . Column width 2- 1/ 4" . ) 

Have your 6-time ad read by almost a million Nevada Magazine readers . 
Check or money order must accompany copy and be received not la ter than six weeks prior to 
publication date . Example: July classifieds due May 15th . 0 billing sent. All class ified ads are 
accepted at Publisher 's discretion . 

Send orders to : NEVADA MAGAZ INE CLASSIFIED, Capitol Complex, Carson City. NV 
89710. 

Name ......................... ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

Address ............................................................................ .............................................................................................. .. . 

City ............................................................ ......................................... State ... ............. .... ...... Zip ... .. .. ... .... ........ .... ... . 

Category .............................................. ....................................................... Telephone ........................................... . 

My NEVADA CLASSIFIED: 
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RENO'S FIRST ROBBER BARON 
(Continued from page 29) 

tolls . While few Renoites openly sym­
pathized with Lake's plight , a small but 
vocal number of citizens expressed 
their disapproval over the costs of a 
lengthy court fight. On the other hand, 
the letter from "Old Brick" in a local 
paper expressed the community's gen­
eral sentiments: "Prove to the old Shy­
lock if he did trap us on the 
courthouse, he can 't on the toll road 
and bridge . Shave him as he shaves 
everybody If that's his style give him 
the full benefit of it. " 

And so it came to pass . The Nevada 
Supreme Court finally upheld the dis­
trict court ruling in favor of the state in 
May 1873, and the justices declared 
that Lake's bridge would henceforth be 
"free ." 

An armistice between the two war­
ring parties came that September 
Lake, facing the prospect of another 
court battle over his guarantees of land 
and money for the courthouse, pre­
sented the county with the promised 
$1 ,500 and the deed . 

Nonetheless, controversy continued 
to plague Myron Lake . In late 1879, his 
wife Jane filed a divorce suit in Washoe 
County District Court , and Reno's 

Dining 
ELKO 

EXCELLENT 
FAMILY STYLE 

BASQUE 
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RESTAURANT 
STAR * HOTEL 

Dining Room 
European Style Food 

Specializing in 
our Famous Steaks 

ELKO, NEVADA 
ON THE CORNER 

OF 3rd AND SILVER 
(702) 738-9925 

ROOMS RENTED 

Dinner 5:30 - 9:30. Closed Sundays 

founding father found himself charged 
with extreme mental and physical 
cruelty 

Jane had married Myron Lake on 
September 9, 1864, in Lassen County 
California . Fifteen years later, she 
alleged that her husband beat her and 
threatened her life on a number of 
occasions. Moreover Lake had 
accused his wife in vile language "of 
being unchaste and unfaithful to him ." 
The final abuse which led to the 
divorce action occurred on October 15, 
1879 . According to the divorce record , 
Lake told his wife "to leave his house 
and family that he wanted to be rid of 
her that she could go to hell , that if she 
would go where he would never see her 
again he would give her $10,000 ." 

The highly publicized divorce case 
lasted three years. In 1882 the Nevada 
Supreme Court , upholding the district 
court's ruling , decided in Jane Lake's 
favor While Myron Lake was able to 
retain his extensive holdings in the 
Truckee Meadows and elsewhere, Jane 
received custody of Myron Charles Jr ., 
$200-a-month alimony and court 
costs. One year later, Myron remar­
ried. 

Myron Lake died in Reno on June 
20, 1884, at the age of 56, a wealthy 

"ENO 

LYNN LEONG'S 

SfiHRON 
fiOOS€ 

OF VIRGINIA CITY, NEV. 
847·0133 

OF RENO. NEV. 
565 MOANA LANE 

825·4451 

BAR & RESTAURANT 

SERVING THE BEST 
IN CHINESE AND 

AMERICAN DISHES 
Specializing in banquets, 

receptions and wedding parties 

JOIlr bosls; 
LYNN LEONG 
PHIL FERRIS 

and prominent man . But even the grim 
reaper couldn' t keep him out of court. 
Jane Lake immediately contested her 
former spouse's will and the court 
action dragged on for many months. In 
the end, Jane and her heirs got the last 
measure of revenge when the court val­
idated an earlier will that favored her 
interests . Lake's troubles had followed 
him to the grave . 

When we recall the West's early pio­
neers, like Lake and others, we tend to 
romanticize . The men and women who 
traversed the Great American Desert , 
crossed the Isthmus, or rounded the 
Horn to seek their fortune represented 
the complete spectrum of society from 
the best to the worst. If these people 
had something in common, it was the 
fact that they were more adventurous 
than their Eastern counterpart and 
were willing to gamble, sometimes 
with their lives, on the chance of bet­
tering their circumstance . Above all , 
they were mortal - not saints- and 
subject to all the virtues and vices 
inherent in the human condition. 
Myron Charles Lake is a case in point. 

Whether he is called the father of 
Reno or Washoe's first robber baron, 
this Nevada pionee.r has left us a rich 
and controversial legacy 0 

"END 

URENO'S MOST UNIQUE DINING EXPERIENCE" 

AUTHENTIC BASQUE FOODS 
SERVED FAMILY STYLE 
LUNCHEON 11:31}1:30 • DINNER !rOIl 6 PM 

PRIVATE DINING ROOM FOR SPECIAL PARTIES 

1IoIIor1", 
AMERICAN EXPRESS' BANItAMERICARD 
MASTERCHARGE • CARTE BLANCHE 

Phone 323-7203 
301 EAST FOURTH STREET 
' ''IE '.'UUNO • JU l Y' . LOC K. ' '' OM C. ,INO. 





For the time of your life 
It's Harvey's, on the magnificent shores of selection of award-winning restaurants, luxurious 

South Lake Tahoe. For your fun and pleasure, there's lakeview rooms and northern Nevada's only outdoor 
nightly entertainment, dancing and the excitement high-rise glass elevator. Make your stay at Tahoe 

of Nevada-style action. Harvey's offers you a the time of your life at Harvey's. 
Call toll free: (800) 648-3361 from Calif., Wash., Ore., Utah, Idaho, Ariz .. From Nevada, call: (702) 588-2411. 

RESORT 
HOTEL 

Be HARVEY'S INN 
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