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People, powder and 20 resorts make Tahoe the best ski scene in the West. 

THE GHOSTS OF WINTERS PAST, by Buddy Frank 
A fo rmer ski bunny says these days the sport is more like a Marin Coun ty fad. 

TIME IN A BOTTLE, by Fred Holabird 
For collectors evada embossed bottles mean color, value and history. 

HUNTERS &: TRADERS 
Tips from collectors John Tibbetts, Connie Schilling and William Wright. 

DESERT BOTTLE HOUSE, by Jason Rubinsteen 
Rhyolite's house of 50,000 bottles is a ghost town's living hi tory. 

THE LENS, Photos by Joe Royer and Harry Upson 
Signs of winter. 

MUENCH'S GALLERY, Photos by David Muench 
Storm brewing at Red Rock. 

HOLIDA Y BIZARRE, by c.J. Hadley 
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EVADA? 
Silver State youngsters offer 700 rea ons. 

YESTERDAY 
THE DONNER PARTY 
An exc it ing excerpt from George R. Stewa rt's Ordeal By HUlIger. 

THE FIRST PIANO I CAMP 
A Christmas classic by Sam Davis. 

GOODSPRINGS &: THE SCOTTY, by Robert H. Lamott 
Dad said the mine was a sure thing, but my mother knew prospecting f"ver when 
she saw it. 

DEPARTMENTS 
EDITORIAL 
Here's to you, Harry. 

LETTERS 
The "old rag" and other debates. 

SHOWGUIDE 
Where the stars are playi ng this season. 
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120 things to do in November and December without going broke. 
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Callville Bay ~­Cottonwood Cove 

TOLL-FREE RESERVATIONS 

1-800-528-6154 
For off-season and group rates and a 

color brochure. write: 

Del Webb Recreational Properties 
P.o. BOX 29040 • PHOENIX. AZ 85038 

Authorized by The National Park Service 

NEVADA FIRST THRIFT 

SAVINGS 
We guarantee you 
our high savings 
on a Statewide 

basis in 
NEVADA ... 

@ 

LOANS 
o REAL ESTATE 0 MOBilE HOMES 0 

• CONSOLIDATE BillS . AUTO . 

$2,500 to $50,000 
(net) (or more) 

NEVADA FIRST 
THRIFT STATEWIDE 
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EDITORIAL 
The year 1980 has meant more to me than any other. 
Now I know Harry. 

N evada Magazine has no cash in 
the bank but it is rich indeed 

because of you the reader; because of 
Muench, Shipler, Menzies and Mandel, 
our most stalwart contributors; but 
mostly because of Harry. 

Harry Webb is a real Nevadan. Even 
though he was born in Colorado in 
1888 the son of a coal miner. Even 
though he moved to Wyoming to 
become a bronc rider and began 
traveling the country in 1909 with 
Buffalo Bill and his Wild West Show. 
Even though he lives in California. 

Harry lived in Nevada from the 
spring of 1915 until November 1942. 
He worked as a mustanger for the Hat 
Ranch (breaking horses for the Army 
during World War I) and as a govern­
ment trapper (catching 48 bobcats and 
coyotes the first four weeks, earning 
$125 a month for seven years) . In 1916 
he bought a ranch near Palisade where 
he raised cattle, some sheep, horses 
and hay. He drank whiskey with 
politicians and cowboys, played fiddle 
for dances and parties. 

Except for the fact that his wife 
Kitty's health forced them to move to a 
lower elevation, Harry would still be in 
Nevada. He had met Kitty in New York 
when he was with the Buffalo BiII 
Show, and they were married in 
Philadelphia in 1911. Kitty died in 
Hollywood in 1947 Harry married Jane 
in 1950 at the Little Church of the West 
in Las Vegas and cherished her until 
her death last July. 

Harry Webb was a government trapper 
from 1916 to 1923. In the first month 
he caught 48 bobcats and coyotes and 
was paid $125 for his time. 

Webb's book "Nuthin' " was made into 
a movie by Walt Disney. It starred 
Forrest Tucker and Ronnie Howard and 
was renamed "A Boy Called Nuthin' " 

© MCMLXVII Walt Disney Productions 

Harry Webb has done everything a 
cowboy could ever dream of doing, but 
he's most famous for his true tales of 
Nevada and the real West. With more 
than 150 short stories to his credit and 
a novel call Nuthin' that Walt Disney 
turned into a movie in 1962, he was 
awarded the Gold Spur of Western 
Literature in 1972 for his tale, " Call of 
the Cow Country." 

Were you bored when you moved 
from Nevada, Harry? "Well, hell yes," 
he says, "but I had to get used to it." 

Why did you like Nevada, Harry? " I 
don't know, by God," he says with a 
laugh. "It was probably because we 
didn' t have all those damn laws up 
there. We never locked the doors, we 
never locked our cars. You could leave 
your car set a week and leave the damn 
key in it. Nobody ever bothered it." 

Hollywood hasn' t changed Webb's 
down-home cowboy ways. He's stiII 
warm, straight and honest, and con­
tinues spinning yarns of the West as he 
lived and knew them. 

It's been a long time since Harry 
busted broncs with Buffalo BiII, or 
saddled up a mustang and headed out 
across Nevada's brush-covered range, 
but his western tales (which hopefully 
will be in book form soon) continue to 
touch the hearts of all who read them. 

After 92 years spent all over the 
American West, Harry Webb still pre­
fers the Sagebrush State. "Nevada is 
like home to me," he says. " I wouldn't 
trade a foot of Nevada for the whole 
state anyplace else." 

- Caroline J. Hadley 



LETTERS 

NEVADA, WE SALUTE YOU! 
As a long time resident of Elko County 

before moving to California, I have watched 
"Nevada" evolve into the most colorful, eye­
catching magazine published today and feel it 
deserves a 21-gun salute! 

Due to the ever-soaring costs of all the 
elements that go into producing the present 
Nevada Magazine, I wonder how this maga­
zine can survive when others have fallen by 
the wayside unless it is through skilled 
management and giving the public more for its 
money. 

So, Nevada as a state, with its rich historical 
background, should be so proud of its name­
sake publication it will never, through lack of 
funding, let "Nevada Magazine" become 
another "vital statistic." 

Thanks, Harry. -Ed. 

Harry E. Webb 
Tujunga, CA. 

RAG IS WRONG 
If Walt Thayer can have his say (Letters, 

July/ Aug '80 saying Nevada Magazine is a 
"flop and a rag"), we feel that we should too. 

Being from the West myself and my 
husband from Reno, we very much enjoy re­
ceiving a piece of "the Real West" every other 
month in your magazine. Your " rag" is really 
worth our while. 

Jay & Andre Heppner 
East Tawas, MI. 

Hooray for the "Old Rag!" You're doing a 
real service for the state of Nevada. My 
neighbor says it's the best publication I take 
and insists on reading every issue. 

Your magazine presents fine historical out­
lines and also brings some of Harry Webb's 
great humor, and humor is surely needed 
these days. Keep it up; I' m boosting! 

Rex Gill 
Gateway, CO. 

Thanks for having a great magazine. Each 
issue brings back all the memories of the nine 
years I called Nevada home, and makes me 
wish that once again soon home will be 
Nevada. 

Gail Contreras 
Ketchikan, Alaska 

My family and I visit and spent our 
holidays 1977 and 1979 in the beautiful west of 
the United States of America and in special 
California and Silver-State Nevada. 

We enjoyed the wonderful climate of your 
nice country, and also we enjoy the Nevada 
Magazine, so we remember the beautiful time. 

Rolf Ziener 
Thedinghausen, Germany 

I pass my magazine along to persons who 
have never seen Nevada, much less seen the 
magazine. They might have a few surplus 
"frogskins" to invest in a subscription. They 
could do worse things I'm sure. 

Walt Thayer 
Wenatchee, W A. 

CONTROVERSY LASTS 
In the May/ June issue the letter from Dr. E. 

W. Harris concerning the fact that the 
Streamliner " City of San Francisco" had 
crossed the summit was of interest to me as I 
too, recalled the location. However, I believ~ 
he intended to say Emigrant Gap instead of 
Yuba Gap. 

Gordon Sterud 
Yuba City, CA. 

Your magazine has been geared to northern 
Nevada more about southern Nevada. 

Bill Ciliax 
LIs Vegas, NV. 

As an old Goldfield native I enjoyed Phillip 
Earl's "Gold Camp Grifters" (July/ Aug '80) 
and still have several pieces of that high grade 
ore. 

However, I must take exception to the 
statement made in "Letters" by D. Fontaine 
White, concerning the first wooden house in 
town. According to my mother's diary entry of 
Saturday, June 15, 1907, they "slept in the new 
house" of wood. And their neighbors were 
already living in frame houses on either side of 
their lot. I also have a picture taken of the town 
in 1906 that shows many frame houses. It just 
isn' t right to let the world think that it took 
four years for the very progressive people of 
Goldfield to get around to construct houses of 
lumber. 

Donald M. Oakley 
Whittier, CA. 

LOOKIN' FOR GOLD: 
NEEDS HELP 

In the "Weekend Prospector" story 
(July/ Aug '80) , reference was made to the 
Nevada Miners and Prospectors Association 
which I cannot find in the telephone directory. 
Could you please forward their address to me 
as I'm considering prospecting as a hobby and 
need all the help I can get. 

Donald R Cleland, Jr. 
LIs Vegas, NY. 

For information, write the association at B().x 283, 
Mina, NV. 89422, or call Frank Lewis in Reno at 
826-2404. You can join as a member ($15 a year) 
or subscribe to the NMPA magazine, which appears 
the interests of the state's small miners and has 
active chapters in Washoe, Mineral, Pershing and 

(Continued on next page) 

EARN 

INTEREST 
That's right , American 
Investors can offer you 
14% INTEREST on your 
SAVINGS secured by 
short term LOAN S on 
appreciating Nevada 
property. Maximize the 
return on your savings. 
Keep ahead of inflation. 
Talk to American Invest­
ors today. 

FOR: 
AN IDEAL 
INVESTMENT 

• INDIVIDUALS 
• TRUSTS 
• PENSION AND 

PROFIT 
SHARING 
PLANS 

AI~ 
AMERICAN 
INVESTORS 

"PEOPLE YOU 
CAN TALK TO" 

347 South Wells Avenue 
Reno, NV 89502 

786-1633 
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FIRST FEDERAL'S 
LISTENING 

TO YOU. 
Whether you're interested in a savings program or a loan 

or anyone of many special services we can offer you, come 
in and let's talk. 

You tell us what you need. We'll listen and fill you in on what 
we have to offer. And what we offer may surprise you . Our new 
Renegotiable Rate Mortgages for instance. Or our new 
Simpli fied Employee Pension plans. Our I RA and Keogh programs, 
and on and on. 

You tell us. 

First Federal Savings and Loan 
Of Nevada 

Offices statewide 

WE'RE LISTENING 

The friendly, family place 
to ski. On the uncrowded 
Nevada side of 
Lake Tahoe. 

Here's a well designed area 
with something for everyone. 
With 7 chair lifts and 21 runs, you 
won't be standing in lines all 
day you'll be skiing. 

Ski Incline' s slopes are 
especially suited for beginners 
and intermediates, and an expert 
ski school operates daily. 

And we're conveniently 
located in Incline Village, just 
minutes from lodging, dining, 
and casino entertainment. 

~SKI 
~INCLINE 
For full Infonnatlon and rates, write: 

Drawer Ai, Incline Village, NV 89450 
OffIce: (702) 831-1821 
S ki conditions: (702) 832-1122 
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LETTERS 
!Continued from previous page) 

active chapters in Washoe, Mineral, Pershing and 
White Pine counties. Lewis says the NMPA would 
be happy to charter chapters in other areas if the 
interest is there. - Ed. 

HELP FOR HUNTERS 
Baird Davies' "How to Dress Wild Game" 

in your Sept/Oct issue was outstanding. An 
excellent refresher for all hunters. 

Dan Ward 
Incline Village, NV. 

ERRATA 
Eagerly, I opened the Septl Oct issue to 

luxuriate in my story of Genoa's Candy Dance. 
I'd known its 1,080 words would be trimmed 
drastically to fit your calendar pages, but in 
such mutilated and fragmented form it's barely 
recognizable. Also, to my surp rise, I share the 
byline with Roberta McConnell, with whom I 
did not work. Not the least cruel blow is the 
misspelling of my name. There is an "h" in 
Shelby. 

Doris Shelby 
Carson City, NV. 

We received two stories about the Candy Dance. We 
liked your prose, and McConnell's facts, so used 
parts of both and credited you both. The misspelling 
of your name was an awful mistake, and we 
apologize. - Ed. 

DISINTEGRATION 
COUNTS ME OUT 

Years ago, when the magazine was very 
interesting, I was a subscriber. Then the 
quality diSintegrated, as you know. Three or 
four years ago, there was a reorganization, 
with a promise of improvement. I am not 
impressed with the current production of the 
magazine. No more subscription please 

Norm Evans 
Carson City, NV. 

I abhor your increasing tendency to cater to 
entertainment. Photos are few. Why? I have 
been in all 48 states and Nevada is my favorite 
as to scenery. But pictures, when given, are 
often of owls or dose ups and rarely capture 
the grand vistas or the " tone" of the towns as 
they are now, e.g. Gabbs, Goldfield, Man­
hattan, Overton, etc. 

Norman A. King 
San Rafael, CA. 

KEEN NEW SUBSCRIBER 
My good friend Harry Webb recently sent 

me a copy of your fine magazine and I was so 
impressed with your style and your purpose I 
wanted to subscribe to it. However, I let others 
read it, and it wasn't returned, so I had to call 
Rex Bundy in Victor, Montana, to give it to me! 

Dewey Tidwell 
Las Cruces, N.M. 

Share your magazine at the office. Every­
one is more interested in the list of shows at 
Reno, Las Vegas and Lake Tahoe but I love the 
stories of old West. 

Donald Miller 
Denver, CO. 



And Featuring 
" ROCKY SENNES' " 

The Wild World of Burlesque '80 
$1.17 COMPLETE DELUXE 24 HR. BREAKFAST 

$2.47 DELUXE LUt\JCHEON BUFFET 
$3.47 GOURMET DINNER BUFFET 

HOLIDAY tASINO 
CENTER STRIP 

BETWEEN SANDS & FLAMINGO HOTElS 



LAKE TAHOE: 
Skiing the High Sierra 
People, powder, and 20 resorts make Tahoe 
the best ski scene in the West. 
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NorthStar: a self-contained resort 
fi ve miles south of Truckee with 
condos and excellent intermediate 
skiing. 

Tahoe Donner: designed for 
beginners and intermediates and a 

good area for kids taking their 
first snowplows. 

Heavenly Valley: site of World Cup 
pro racing and the largest ski 
resort in the United States. 

~ Kirkwood: the basin's 
::l 
u southernmost retreat is known for 
~ its snowfall, intermediate slopes 
Q. and busy social schedule. 



Ski Incline: a family-oriented area 
with discounts for senior citizens, 
plus good cross-country skiing 
nearby. 

Alpine Meadows: excellent 
conditions for beginner­

intermediate and advanced skiers 
and a popular area with locals. 

Squaw Valley: with 24 lifts and 
exciting terrain, the site of the 
1960 Olympics is one of the 
world's top resorts. 

Soda Springs: good slopes for 
beginners and intermediates 

this winter. 

TOM UPPERT 
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W inters are usually kind to Lake 
Tahoe. Not that the weather is 

benign; Sierra winters can be long, 
contrary and plagued by chain require­
ments. But at more than 6,000 feet up 
and in the path of Pacific storms, Tahoe 
attracts winter's finest present, snow, 
and with it great sports and sporting 
types. 

Like a set of crown jewels, 20 ski 
resorts rim Tahoe's forested slopes on 
both the Nevada and California sides of 
the border. The choices for skiers and 
other snow lovers are endless, and the 
ski scene's most enduring charm lies in 
the diversity of its faces. It can be 
rugged, chic, pampering or challenging. 
While rosy-cheeked children test the 
bunny slope at Incline, blood-shot jet 
jockeys barrel down the harrowing 
chutes of Squaw. Tahoe is the one 
place in the world where you can ski 
into a red sunset rippling across an 
alpine lake, and then watch the sun rise 
again over the shoulder of your 
blackjack dealer. 

You could, for instance, decide to 
visit a different resort each weekend 
and take from Thanksgiving to Easter to 
complete the circuit. In such a marathon 
you could ride up more than 150 lifts 
and ski down an even larger number of 
runs. The total winter's cost for Saturday 
lift tickets would be about $250, not a 
small sum, certainly, but far less than 
coach fare to Honolulu. And then 
there's the snow, at times deep enough 
to stop powerful locomotives, but more 
often a sparkling white mantle on slopes 
and trails that bodes well for the winter 
sporting life. 

The lake's 20 resorts are a mixed lot, 
and to help gain some insights regard­
ing thrills, strategy and where to take 
the kids, Nevada racing consultant Mike 
Starrett of Reno offered some sugges­
tions. He has skied for 15 years as a 
beginner, ski instructor and pro racer in 
the Sierra. 

Starrett, who has also climbed and 
skied down several of Nevada's major 
peaks (Winter 1979 issue), began 
skiing at Mt. Rose and Slide Mountain 
in the mid-sixties, and the Reno-area 
resorts are still among his favorites. 
"From Reno you can't find a better 
operation and economical way of 
skiing than Mt. Rose and Slide," he 
says. "There you can ski Alta-light 
powder, just like at Alta in Utah. The 
storms come from the northwest over 
the Sierra, and a lot of moisture will 
drop around Donner Pass to the lake. 
By the time it hits the east side, it's dry. 
You can drive up to Slide and Rose on 
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a really good powder day in midweek 
and find hardly any people." 

On the Nevada side, Mt. Rose and 
Slide are excellent for families and 
intermediate and advanced skiers, while 
Tannenbaum and Ski Incline are good 
for kids and rookie skiers. "The junior 

IIIf you take a ski vacation, 
maximize it. You'd better 
get up at 5:30, eat and be 

there at six or seven." 

ski program that is probably one of the 
best in the world is at Sky Tavern, 
which is owned by the City of Reno. 
That program is amazing. They have 
volunteers, use school buses, and the 
place is loaded with kids all the time." 

Resorts on the California side that 

1ahoe Vonl1er 0 

br.a" li~.a k~t1 0 

Homewood 0 

'1iihoe ~/(t"~1 0 

are particularly well suited for kids and 
families are Soda Springs, Tahoe Don­
ner and Squaw Valley's Papoose area, 
which is designed for children up to 12 
years of age. 

The higher, uncrowded slopes are 
where Starrett, a freestyle racer, likes·to 
be, and the more challenging the 
better. "To me Squaw Valley is the best 
place in the world for acceSSibility to 
the top of the hill, for bump runs, for 
snow conditions. At Squaw you have 
anyone of four ways to get to the top of 
the mountain, and the west face of KT 
is comparable to any bump run there is 
in the world. 

"Heavenly Valley is also good, 
though you get a lot of people because 
it's South Shore. The back side of 
Heavenly is really good for views of the 
desert, down into Carson Valley to­
wards Genoa. There are some nice 
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trails up there." 
Unless you're skiing Mt. Rose or 

Slide, or have a NorthStar condo and 
lift privileges, it's best to rise early. "If 
you take a ski vacation, you should 
maximize it," he says. "You'd better get 
up at 5:30, eat and be there at six or 
seven. If you have kids, be there no 
later than 8 o'clock." 

If you're staying at the lake, you can 
minimize hassles and driving by skiing 
in the immediate area. "If you're stay­
ing at the Hyatt, then Incline is the best. 
If you're at South Shore, Heavenly or 
Kirkwood is best. On the west shore, 
Tahoe Ski Bowl, Homewood, Alpine 
Meadows. Staying in Truckee, go to 
Squaw, Alpine or NorthStar, which is a 
really good intermediate area. They 
have just so many tickets to sell, so it's 
not like driving into Squaw Valley on a 
Saturday morning at 11 and you're 

1/ At Squaw you have any 
one of four ways to get to 
the top, and the west face of 

KT is comparable to any 
bump run in the world." 

ffi 
Q.. 
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lucky if you get parked by 1 o'clock." 
Time allowing, the best skiing is 
midweek, when most skiers have gone 
home and back to work. 

For a beginner or a mogul runner, 
Starrett says, Tahoe is terrific. "The 
vertical footage we have within an 
hour's drive is just unmatched by any 
other place in the U. S. and Canada," he 
says. "That's one thing about Reno 
that's always been puzzling. Reno's 
always tried to promote skiing because 
it's such a viable product, but it doesn't 
work. It's a dead ski town. People will 
go to South Shore. They don't realize 
that Squaw Valley and Alpine Meadows 
are no more than an hour's driv.e from 
Reno. If a person were to stay in one 
area, Reno would be the only place to 
stay." In the wintertime Reno has few 
crowds, many rooms and good ptices. 
Tahoe has the snow. -David Moore 

TAHOE SKI RESORTS: WHEN, WHERE & HOW MUCH 
lUling Rent.lls Lift PriCtS 

An. Loation Phone Vtrtic~l Btg-Inler-Adv AdulVChiid AdulVChild Ult Night 

Alpine Meadows Hwy89 916-583-6914 1667 25-35-40 $12.50/ $9 $171$8 13 no 

Boreal Ridge 1-80 916-426-3666 600 20-65-15 $10/ $6 $12/ $6 we 8 yes 
$9.50/ $6 mw 

Granlibakken Tahoe City 916-583-4242 250 50-50- 0 mbr/ guest mbr/ guest 2 no 

Heavenly Valley S. Lake Tahoe 916-541-1330 4017 25-50-25 $11/$8 $18/ $12 26 no 
Calif.!Nev. 916-541-7544 

Homewood Hwy89 916-525-7256 1650 30-50-20 $9/ $8 $13/ $9 9 no 

Kirkwood Hwy88 209-258-6000 2000 25-50-25 $12/ $8 $171$8 9 no 

Mt. Rose Hwy 431 702-849-0704 1450 30-40-30 $10/ $10 $14/ $6 5 no 

NorthStar Hwy 267 916-562-1111 2200 33-50-17 $1 21$7 $16.50/ $9 8 no 

Papoose Squaw Valley (up to age 12) 250 100-0-0 n/a n/a 2 no 

Powder Bowl Hwy89 916-583-4373 850 40-50-10 nl a n/a 3 no 

Sierra Ski Ranch Hwy50 916-659-7475 1600 42-45-13 $10/ $10 $12.50/ $8.50 8 no 

Ski Echo Tahoe Hwy 50 916-659-7177 1450 35-50-15 $8/ $5"" $8.50/ $5.50"" 3 no 

Ski Incline Hwy28 702-831-1821 900 30-50-20 $11.50/ $7.50 $161$9 7 no 

Slide Mountain Hwy 27 702-849-3030 1450 30-30-40 $10/ $6 $121$6" 3 no 

Soda Springs 1-80 916-426-3801 750 40-50-10 $9/ $6" $11 / $6 3 no 

Squaw Valley Hwy89 916-583-0121 2500 23-50-27 $12/ $8 $18/ under 12 24 no 
<It over 65, $5 

Sugar Bowl 1-80 916-426-3651 1500 20-30-50 $11/$8 $17/ $12 we 9 yes 
$15/ $10 mw 

Tahoe Donner 1-80 916-587-6046 600 50-50-0 $10/ $6.50 $10/ $7 3 no 

Tahoe Ski Bowl Hwy89 916-525-5224 600 33-50-17 $7.50/ $5.50 $12/ $8 we 5 no 
$10/ $7 mw 

Tannenbaum Hwy27 702-849-9925 400 50-50-0 $71$7"" $6/ $3.50" 3 yes 

... AND ON MT. CHARLESTON 
Lee Canyon Hwy52 702-872-5462 1000 15-70-15 $8" $10/ $6" 3 no 

" - tentative "" - 1979 rates we- weekend mw- midweek 
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I t was 1961 when the last of the big 
Southern Pacific locomotives made 

its way out of the roundhouse and onto 
the oily turntable in Sparks. The loco­
motive revolved slowly until the tracks 
lined up west toward Truckee. Ahead 
was the hill and one last glorious effort. 
Snorting out of the big snowshed near 
Norden, the train would look magnifi­
cent and powerful, but its days would 
be over. The Age of Steam was making 
its last run. Diesels would now do the 
job, not with the same glamour and 
excitement as the 350-tonners, but with 
stylish efficiency. It was the last time 
the old engine's thunderous roar would 
echo through the Sierra canyons and 
the steam clouds would linger on the 
winter cliffs above Donner Lake. 

I recalled that image as I gazed out 
the rear window of the Squaw Valley 
Lodge last season. It was brought to 
mind by the warm mist rising from the 
rental hot tubs on the rear deck. I was 
saddened as the young couple from 
Rancho Cordova soaked. For them the 
moment was a celebration of a perfect 
afternoon spent on the machine­
groomed slopes of Gold Coast. They 
were toasting their good fortune in a 
cloud of bubbles rising from the 
Jacuzzi and their Perrier cocktails. 

The noise from a nearby Space 
Invaders game snapped me out of the 
daydream, and it was then that I 
realized the days of the skier are 
numbered. Certainly there will be 
more people than ever, descending 
more runs than ever before; but the real 
skier won't be there. He'll be another 
relic of the past, of a sport devised by 
iron men on wooden skis. 

The end has been coming for years, 
and it's hard to pinpoint when the 
change began. Maybe it was the 
damnable short skis. Of course the 
process was in full stride before the 
first set of ParaBlocks were screwed 
onto a single ski tip. But it could have 
begun from a simple overdose of too 
many Warren Miller movies. 

For whatever reason, the sport has 
changed and the challenge that attracted 
rugged individualists is gone. Skiing is 
more like a Marin County fad than a 
serious athletic endeavor. There are 
those today who presume that a Roffe 
jump suit and one or two Mid-week 
Specials are all it takes. Some members 
of this new breed even have talent, 
dancing through the tight mogul fields 
faster than an old timer could thread a 
longthong. But there's no style, and 
character is lacking. Character comes 
from years of suffering. 
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The 
CG;IID@~~ 

of 
Winters 

Past 
A fonner ski bunny 
says the challenge 
has left the sport 

in this age of 
jumpsuits and 

slope-side Jacuzzis. 

By Buddy Frank 

There's little of that left as well. 
Today, even beginning is effortless. 
You sign up for ski school in the 
morning, and before lunch the in­
structor has you running' slalom on the 
NAST AR circuit. In my day it was 
different. The first two years were an 
initiation to see if you were worthy of 
joining the club. Using the same 
principle that produces soldiers from a 
boot camp, the rites began with humili­
ation. You were dubbed a "ski bunny," 
confined to a "bunny hill" and forced 
to wear a sweater with either snow­
flakes or reindeer knitted on the chest. 

As part of a giant inside joke, 
novices were condemned to the rope 
tow, banned from using chair lifts. It 
was a vicious mountain gag, since it is 
impossible for anyone to ride a rope 
tow and maintain his or her composure. 
Many skiers left the sport early, shaken 
or discouraged by grinding through 

three pairs of new gloves in an 
afternoon. 

The experts would chuckle as they 
rode comfortably up the mountain 
knowing that only the hardy would 
survive. When you saw the little kid 
lose his grip near the top of the tow 
and slide down the line, taking out two 
dozen others in domino fashion, it gave 
you real satisfaction to have reached 
the intermediate stage. 

However, it wasn't any easier when 
you finally reached the upper slopes. 
Remember, this was before the age- of 
Thikol grooming machines and all­
night sessions of mogul cutting. The 
only relief from deep bumps or break­
able crust was a new storm. Grooming 
was something done by waves of 
sacrificial skiers packing down wind­
blown crud and ice balls one track at a 
time. The experienced knew enough to 
stay in the lodge until the process was 
complete. 

Advancing to expert status had its 
special pitfalls. Once you learned the 
rhythmic side-to-side turns known as 
Wedelen, they'd change the technique. 
First it was shorts wing, then avalement. 
The ski school at Alpine Meadows was 
Austrian and it used counter-rotation. 
But at Heavenly Valley the French 
were rotating. And Sugar Bowl was 
using some variation out of San Fran­
cisco. Bump skiing is now just a matter 
of letting it all hang out. Back then it 
was disguised in a mass of terms 
ranging from up-unweighting to ruade. 
No one ever figured it out expect Stein 
Erickson. 

At least the equipment was simple. 
Skis were black, boots were black and 
pants were black. Brown or dark blue 
were acceptable in a parka, but black 
was better. Despite crude materials like 
leather and wood, things seemed to last 
longer. Boots would make it through 
four or five seasons before the toes 
began to curl up further than boot trees 
would allow. Nowadays, using subtle 
color changes, modern manufacturers 
have rendered the new, indestructible 
fiberglass boots worthless after a single 
season. Status-conscious hot doggers 
would never be seen wearing 1979 
blue once the new red and white 
models were released in '80. It just isn't 
done. 

In terms of accessories, we used to 
rough it. There were no Ski Totes, 
Combi Grips or LeLassos. Skis had to 
be carried from your car to the slope by 
hand! There was only one model of 
pole. It was a crude device with a 
straight shaft, round basket and leather 



Sometimes it seems more like 
a Marin County fad than 

a serious endeavor 

strap-nothing like to day's strapless 
shock absorber with 14 optional baskets. 
The ski security industry was nonexis­
tent, but then so were ski thefts. 
However, in the age before ski brakes, 
there was the possibility of losing a ski 
as it rocketed off from the end of a 
broken safety strap. For everyone 
below it was a potentially fatal game of 
human darts with skiers scattering in 
all directions to avoid the misguided 
missile. 

Apres-ski also was a rather Spartan 
affair, limited to a fire, hot buttered 

ILLUSTRA nON BY JOHN BARDWELL 

rum and an occasional singalong with 
friends. Today, after watching the 
video tape replay of your afternoon 
lesson, it's off to the wet T-shirt contest 
or the foos ball tourney. Condominiums 
and charter buses have given a whole 
new meaning to the term "mountain 
retreat." The only isolation you might 
find is the tanning room. 

But every once in a while there's a 
small sign that some people are willing 
to return to those better days. As I rode 
up the chair at Boreal last spring, the 
fellow next to me pulled off the 

earphones of his Astraltune to change 
cassettes. It was just long enough for 
me to tell him what it was like before 
night skiing and snowmaking machines. 
I explained that there were no lift lines, 
tickets were under ten dollars and you 
could park within a half mile of the 
lodge. Just before side two of Boz 
Skaggs began blaring out from the 
plastic tube around his neck, he 
seemed. to appreciate what I was 
saying. And for a brief moment, in his 
eyes, I ~as a real skier, instead of just 
being old. 0 
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This could be your homesite 
among the beautiful pines. 

Galena Forest Estates is a place of extraor­
dinary beauty, a natural wonderland where you 
can build your own vacation or permanent home. 

This forest community has been carefully 
planned to complement and enhance this 
beautiful location. Gently rolling hills and stands 
of pine trees will be preserved in both the planning 
and construction process. 

The result: an opportunity for just 337 families 
to build a dream home on a lot ranging from 1/ 2 
to over 2 acres in size. 

A master plan assures that Galena Forest 
Estates will remain a beautiful, forested commu­
nity. It will grow in a very organized way in order 
to provide community facilities, open space 
and recreation. 

Residents will enjoy a location with year-round 
highway access to Lake Tahoe and Reno and to 
some of the world's finest ski resorts. Select your 
homesite today! 
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For information, contact 
Vintage Homes, Inc. Sales Agents 
(702) 323-3323 . (702) 849-2101 

P. O. Box 12881, Reno, NV 89510 

1-80 

18mi Lake_~-:-__ _ 
Tahoe .. 
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Developed by Pacesetter Homes 
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T
here was a time when Ne­
vadans always wanted their 
bottles full, especially in the 
case of the miner whose 

only after-work reward might be a few 
relaxing gulps of whiskey in the 
privacy of his privy. 

One hundred years later, that person 
would be shocked to see a crowd of 
prospectors digging up his outhouse in 
search of that empty bottle. Today his 
old glass flask might be worth as much 
as the gold and silver samples he 
looked for in the mines. 

Ranging in value from 10 cents to 
$1,000 or more, Nevada's historic 
"embossed" bottles are increasingly 
popular among collectors who appre­
ciate the glass for its deSign, color and 
history. Some enjoy the special chal­
lenge of collecting Nevada specimens. 
Nevada bottles are rare because the 
state's population traditionally has been 
sparse and scattered. Towns boomed, 
then disappeared, adding to the bottles' 
rarity and history's attractions. 

Embossed bottles have raised letter­
ing and designs that give the glass 
special meaning and value. Every bottle 
tells a story, of merchants who adver­
tised their liquor, medicine or soda 
pop, and of ghost towns where build­
ings have since been destroyed by 
vandals and time. One such town was 
the Pershing County camp of Seven 
Troughs, where from 1907 to 1912 the 
Owl Pharmacy produced a bottle whose 
symbol was an embossed owl. Today 
that bottle could bring its owner 
between $35 and $100. 

By Fred Holabird 

TIME 
IN 
A 

BOTTLE 
Old time bottles that say 
Nevada are treasured by 
collectors and outhouse 

prospectors for their color, 
value and history. 

Soda bottle at left is a " maverick" for 
not telling its origin-Virginia City. 

Or how about that "Stephens and 
Jose, Virginia City" "Soda bottle you 
rrnght have found in the Virginia City 
dump? With a big "SJ" monogram on 
the back, it's worth up to $100 or more. 

Then there's a tall, amber, beauti­
fully whittled whiskey bottle that is the 
prize of Nevada collectors-"Thomas 
Taylor & Co., Importers, Virginia N." In 
top condition it's worth $600 to $1,200 
and for the rare green version, up to 
$2,000. 

But there is more to bottle collecting 
than money. Part of the lure is in the 
search, the pure fun of desert trips or 
combing old dumps for hidden trea­
sures. There's the satisfaction of beating 

the bulldozers to a bottle cache as a 
construction project begins, or wheeling 
and dealing at the local bottle shows. 
Then, of course, there's the color and 
history beaming from your windowsill. 

Generally, the colors in old bottles 
are original. Only purple bottles, and 
some amber ones, have acquired their 
striking hues from years of lying 
forgotten in the sun. 

The purple shading is the result of 
old time bottle makers' efforts to make 
their glass perfectly clear. The most 
transparent glass traditionally had an 
aqua color caused by iron oxide in the 
sand used in glass making. Bottle 
makers in 1880 began using manganese 
to counteract the iron. Originally clear, 
a bottle with manganese turns purple 
in the sun. 

From 1914, when World War I cut 
off manganese supplies from Germany, 
to 1930, selenium was the most popular 
anti-iron agent. Those bottles take on 
an amber, straw-colored hue when 
exposed to the elements. 

However, most bottle colors-aqua, 
brown, amber, olive-amber and olive­
green-are original. Special tints were 
made by adding cobalt for blue glass, 
chromium or sulphur for yellow and 
green, nickel for purple or brown, 
copper for gold or red. These brightly 
colored containers were expensive to 
make and are relatively rare today. 

You can tell where an old-time 
bottle was made by the markings on its 
base. For instance, the label "PCGW" 
signifies Pacific Coast Glass Works, 
while "WT&CO" denotes the Whitall-
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Three styles used by Comstock druggist 
A.M. Cole between 1861 and 1908. 

Tatum Company, the two San Fran­
cisco bottle makers responsible for 
about 90 percent of Nevada's embdssed 
bottles. A few bottles were made in 
Ohio, others in the midwest, but none 
in Nevada itself. 

Where and How to Find Them 
Bottle hunting requires ingenuity, 

luck and a good understanding of your 
sources. You can prowl flea markets, 
antique stores and bottle shows, all 
potentially good places to buy or trade. 
You can watch for new freeway projects 
and get permission to dig before the 
blacktop goes down. Look for places 
where bottles were used, especially in 
towns. Ranches 'lnd isolated cabins are 
rarely productive. 

Ghost towns that have produced 
good bottles include Eureka, Belleville, 
Candelaria and Hamilton, while cur­
rent, larger towns like Virginia City, 
Carson City, and Reno also have good 
prospects. 

Town dumps were heavily hit by 
bottle diggers in the hobby's heyday of 

Like the Owl Pharmacy on the right, 
druggist bottles are much prized. 

1950 to 1965. Undaunted, the hardcore 
diggers have since turned to outhouses, 
which have produced the best finds of 
all. Old time residents found their 
outdoor stalls made exceIJent trashcans, 
not to mention secret drinking holes. 
Because of the old timers' backyard 
habits, the finest Nevada bottles have 
been found in old outhouses. The 
tossed-out bottles didn't get cracked or 
dinged as much as the oryes thrown in 
dumps, where they were exposed to 
years of abuse and fire that spelled 
turmoil for glass. 

Old dumps are generally public, but 
outhouses are most often on private 
property, so be sure to obtain per­
mission before investigating. After re­
ceiving the property owner's O.K , 
check for sunken or soft spots in the 
yard. Using a four- to eight-foot steel 
rod as a probe, push down into the 
ground and feel and listen for glass or 
other debris. 

If a probe feels promising, carefully 
remove the dirt with a shovel or mall 

(Continued on page 18) 

Soda bottles from Stephens & Jose of Virginia City (c.186S), Sparks Bottling Co. 
(c. 191 0), Tonopah Soda Works (c. 1903) , and H. Mau of Eureka (1880s). 

HUNTERS 
&TRADERS 
Three Leading 
Nevada Collectors. 

JOHN TIBBETTS 
Nevada bottles can turn up any­

where. In the ghost town of Delamar. 
Or in a dump in Dillsburg, Pennsylva­
nia. Caliente's John Tibbetts, an avid 
collector, has a Nevada bottle from 
each place. 

The much-traveled pride of his 
collection is a half-pint whiskey flask 
from the Gem Saloon in Elko that was 
found in a construction dump in Penn­
sylvania. Tibbetts found his prize when 
an eastern collector advertised to see if 
anyone was interested in buying a 
bottle from a small Nevada town. 

"He didn't know what he was selling 
and until I started checking with other 
collectors, I didn't know what I was 
buying," says Tibbetts. So far, it's the 
only one known to exist. 

Tibbetts says collectors are attracted 
to Nevada bottles because they are so 
rare. "Being a sparsely populated state, 
there just weren't many bottles around 
that said 'Nevada'," he says. "Bottle 
collectors keep looking for an emboss­
ed bottle from Pioche because it was 
the right period of time, but no one's 
found one. I don't think they made one, 
but we keep hoping." 

Except for the embossed bottle from 
Delamar" Tibbetts has gathered his 65 
rare Nevada bottles by trading with 
other collectors. Oh, he digs for bottles 
all right. Days off from his job at the 
Nevada Girls Training Center in Cal­
iente, you'll find Tibbetts and his family 
poking around dumps and walking old 
wagon roads in Lincoln County. Any­
thing collectible Tibbetts finds will be 
swapped or sold and the money used 
to buy Nevada bottles. 

For the Tibbetts, collecting runs in 
the family. Eleven-year-old Kerrie is 
collecting a drugstore bottle from each 
of the 50 states; she has only five more 
to go. And ten-year-old Tracey is $50 
richer because a footstool she found in 



John Tibbetts 

the city dump was made of old-fash­
ioned coffee cans- and a collector paid 
$7.50 apiece for them. 

Tibbetts says his basement is jam­
med with collectibles. But he knows 
that somewhere there's another collec­
tor anxious to add a milk can or fruit jar 
to his collection. And maybe that col­
lector wants to get rid of a funny little 
Nevada bottle found in a Pennsylvania 
dump. - Ann Henderson 

CONNIE SCHILLING 
Connie Schilling is a bottle collector 

who would rather trade than dig. 
"We've been out digging a couple of 
times, but we didn't turn up anything 
except busted glass. I'm just not that 
keen on it," she says, laughing. 

Schilling comes from a family of 
collectors. Her husband John, director 
of the Nevada Bureau of Mines, collects 
old tokens. Her 17-year-old daughter 
Lisa collects dog tags. Connie, librarian 
at Elmcrest Elementary in Reno, is a 
respected collector of embossed Ne­
vada bottles. 

"When we first moved West, I'd pick 
up every purple bottle I saw, not really 
knowing anything about them," says 
Schilling, who is originally from Maine. 
When the bottles began to pile up, John 
encouraged her to specialize. "He 
suggested that there were a lot of 
embossed Nevada bottles, and that's all 
I collect now." 

Like a true Yankee trader, Schilling 
gathers bottles by barter and buys. She 
favors bottle shows, eschews most 
antique stores ("they're pretty well 
wiped out") and declines to knock on 
doors. She came upon one of her best 
finds, an Owl Pharmacy bottle from 
Seven Troughs, at a Reno flea market. 

Connie Schilling 

Her colorful collection of 150 bottles 
displayed in windows and cupboards 
includes a score of milk bottles from 
old businesses like the Bonnie Dairy in 
Fallon and the Wheelerville Dairy near 
Reno. Two of her favorite whiskey 
bottles come from the Kane Cafe and 
the Waldorf Tavern in Reno. She 
picked up each for $2.50 in 1968; today 
each is worth about $50. There's a flask 
from the Washington Bar in Tonopah 
and a Delaware Punch soda bottle from 
Las Vegas among many others. 

Often her best sources are local 
diggers. "If I've got one with a ding on 
the lip or a crack on the bottom, I'll buy 
a new one and use the beat-up one for 
a trader," Schilling says. "Most collect­
ors don't like to sell. They would rather 
trade and upgrade their collections." 

- David Moore 

WILLIAM WRIGHT 
When William Wright has a few 

days free from his job as general 
manager of evada's largest news­
paper, the Las Vegas Review-Journal, he 
puts on his old clothes and wanders 
out to the ghost towns. 

Wright is a Nevada history buff. He 
collects old bottles, and has one of the 
state's finest collections. He also col­
lects newspapers, hotel keys, stock cer­
tificates, trade tokens and anything else 
that contains a gem of the Silver State's 
past. He even collects the stir sticks 
used in drinks of hotels that have faded 
into history. 

"My problem is I like too many 
different things. I've got a backyard full 
of stuff most people can't even identify," 
Wright says. 

His interest in history has led to 

William Wright 

Wright's appointment to the boards of 
the Nevada State Museum, the Lost 
City Museum and the Department of 
Museums and History. He also lobbied 
successfully during the 1979 Legisla­
ture for the construction of a state 
museum in Southern Nevada. 

Yet Wright, 63, had no interest in 
history at all when he moved to 
Nevada in 1941 to accept a job as an 
advertising salesman with the R-J. It 
was only after a few hunting trips into 
Nevada's vast wilderness that Wright 
began to pick up "pretty bottles." 
Eventually he began to scour through 
ghost towns, once even taking a 3,000-
mile vacation without ever leaving 
Nevada. 

"They say people who move to 
Nevada become more Nevadan than 
native Nevadans," he says with a grin. 

Wright is famous among his collect­
ing colleagues for his range and 
persistence. Says Connie Schilling of 
Reno, "Sometimes I'll ask in some 
small place if they have any tokens or 
bottles, and they'll say, 'Well, I save 
everything I get for Bill Wright: " 

Wright likes nothing better than 
getting out by himself in the middle of 
a decaying ghost town. There he can 
imagine what the town looked like 
during its thriving days. From his 
knowledge of history, he sometimes 
can stand in the midst of rubble and 
describe what the old buildings looked 
like. 

"Everyone should have a vocation 
and an avocation," Wright says. "You 
should do things entirely different 
from what you do at work. You'll be 
happier." 

What are people going to be collect­
ing in the future? 

"Hotel credit cards are going to be 
of real value," Wright concludes. 

- Ed Vogel 
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(Continued from page 16) 

digging tool. Should a bottle turn up, 
dig around it and take it out by hand. 
Don't smash your shovel into solid 
objects; dig around them. 

In deep holes, dig a shelf to stand 
on. You can use a canvas to capture dirt 
at the top to make cleanup easy. When 
you're done, refill the hole; be sure not 
to leave open holes or damage the 
nearby landscape. 

Every Bottle Tells A Story 
Whether you enjoy rumaging around 

antique outhouses or visiting shows or 
bottle shops, you can enjoy the over­
view of Nevada history-the most 
exciting element for most collectors­
that comes with each piece of glass. 

For instance, a bottle with the name 
of F. H. Phelps, Carson City, reflects 
the erratic nature of the state's early 
business world. Phelps was an em­
ployee of the Carson City Mint in 1877 
when he decided to enter the drug­
store business. But he had at least three 
competitors, and even though Carson 
had a population of about 9,000, Phelps 
found it tough going. His business 
lasted only two years, so a bottle em­
bossed with his name brings joy (and 
$10 to $20) to a collector. 

Other Nevada druggists were more 
successful. S. J. Hodgkinson came to 
Nevada from Missouri in 1860 and 
opened a Reno drugstore in 1884. In 
four years he and his backers recouped 
their investment, and Hodgkinson en­
joyed 30 years in the drug business and 
local affairs. He was a founder of the 
University of Nevada and the Reno Fire 
Department. He served as fire chief, 
procuring the city's first horse drawn 
hose wagon. In the meantime he pro­
duced plenty of bottles, and his "5. J. 
Hodgkinson" models are quite common. 

Druggists in the early mining towns 
of Ruby Hill, Tuscarora, Delamar, 
Tonopah, Eureka, Ely and Goldfield 
also embossed their bottles, as did 
those in the railroad towns of Winne­
mucca, Elko and Yerington. 

Many companies bottled their own 
soda water. Mineral water and spark­
ling sodas and ciders were popular in 
the 1870s, '80s and '90s and are now 
returning to popularity with such 
brands as Perrier. 

Soda water was probably bottled as 
early as 1860 in Nevada, but the first 
merchant to emboss bottles with his 
name was W. S. Wright in Virginia City. 
Wright ran a soda works there from 

(Continued on page 58) 
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Desert 
Bottle House 
Located anywhere else, this island of memorabilia 
would be called a junkyard, but in Rhyolite it's 
living history. 

By Jason Rubinsteen 

Evan Thompson III sits with his 
family on the front step of his 73-

year-old bottle house in the ghost town 
of Rhyolite. 

"You probably think I have a lot of 
time to sit around and do nothing," 
Thompson says. "I don't. It's a full 
blown job just to stay alive here. Only a 
handful of people in town, miles to the 
nearest water source, and having to do 
everything yourself. 

"But I wouldn't have it any other 
way. I love this old bottle house and 
ghost town and the free life it repre­
sents." 

Across the road is one of those 
enormous desert views that won't quit. 
Nothing moves; nothing grabs the eye. 
Up the road are the stark remnants of 
Rhyolite, the "Magic City," once a 
major southern Nevada boom town. 
Today the city's era of plenty, which 
lasted less than a decade, is represented 
by a house made of 50,000 bottles. 

The bottle house is a monument to 
the ingenuity of one Tom Kelly, an 
itinerant miner and bartender who 
drifted into Rhyolite during its heyday. 
He decided to stay for a while, and 
since construction materials were ex­
pensive, he opted in 1907 to build his 
own house out of the beer and cham­
pagne bottles that littered the town site. 
He lived in his bottled home until 1912 
or 1913, when he abandoned it and 
disappeared into history, like the town 
itself. 

The bottle house probably would 
have disappeared too, but the improve­
ment association of the nearby town of 
Beatty recognized its historical value 

and bought it for $2.45 back taxes and 
$5.35 paperwork. Around 1925, 20th 
Century Fox used the house for a 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., movie and 
slightly restored it. 

For the next 29 years the house re­
mained vacant except for the occasional 
overnight desert rat until Evan "Tom­
my" Thompson arrived in September 
1954. 

Thompson was born March 13, 
1887, in the coal fields in Wales. His 
parents brought him to Stilicom, Wash­
ington, at the age of five . His father 
prospered, becoming a millionaire in 
the sand and gravel business, but 
Tommy preferred the life of an adven­
turer. 

At age 16 he left home to become a 
musician. He joined the Merchant 
Marines and circled the world on the 
Flyer, then the fastest ship in the world. 
During Prohibition he joined the infa­
mous Howard Street Gang so he could 
play in the San Francisco speakeasies. 
He traveled the country, played for Al 
Capone and vaudevilled with Amos 
and Andy. 

In the process Thompson collected a 
wife and family. He did the family tent 
show circuit, performing for eggs, 
bacon and beans. ("Free to get in, 5 
cents to get out," was his line.) He 
traveled by horse and buggy and in 
Model Ts that had to be pushed up the 
hills. 

Thompson gained a measure of 
fame in the early 1940s when he wore a 
tuxedo, monocle and top hat playing 
the Dr. Pepper for California. The high­
light of his career was when he 



promoted the soft drink by walking an 
elephant from the Midwest to Los 
Angeles. 

He was again playing music in the 
1950s when he took a stint in Beatty. 
His wife Mary was having breathing 
problems, and the dry Nevada air put 
new life in her. When he discovered 
the bottle house, Tommy, Mary and his 
grandson, Evan, moved in permanent­
ly, and the old bottle house had a new 
lease on life. 

Thompson observed the few tourists 
who drifted by from Death Valley to 
look at Rhyolite, and his old tent show 
instincts lit up. He started playing his 
accord ian to attract people and telling 
stories about "Tommy's Bottle House" 
for a few coins. He soon was selling 
rocks. Then he collected antiques from 
the countryside and turned the house 
into a museum, charging 25-cent dona­
tions. He even constructed a broken 
bottle village next to the house and 
swamped the building with curios. 
Located anywhere else, this island of 
memorabilia would be called a junk­
yard; in Rhyolite, it's living history. 

By the time Thompson died in 1976 
at age 89, the future of the bottle house 
was assured at least for another genera­
tion. 

Evan Thompson III knew the bottle 
house as his home. He had traveled 
around the world with the Navy and 
sampled the high life of the big city, but 
he still found the magic best in 
Rhyolite. 

At age 42 his routine is well 
established. Evan, his wife and two 
children tend the 40,000 to 50,000 
tourists who now wander through each 
year, admiring the house's collection of 
antiques and bottled walls. The bottle 
house remains desert-worn, but in 
good repair. Evan greets the visitors 
and spins yarns handed down from his 
Grandpa and the Rhyolite ghosts that 
still whisper in the winds drifting 
across the desert. 

"I'm my own boss, I work right out 
of my house with my family," says 
Thompson. "No one looks down my 
neck, and I never worry about being 
laid off. I've got plenty of people to talk 
to- from all over the world- and 
plenty of privacy. No stop signs, no 
noise, no telephones. 

''I'm up at the crack of dawn every 
morning and jog along that highway. 
When you see that morning sun light 
up the mountains orange and red and 
smell that good desert air, you know 
you're alive and living." 0 

That may be builder Tom Kelly in the doorway in 1907. Inset: current residents 
Evan and Kathleen Thompson and daughter Eirianedd relax on the steps. 

RHYOLITE, THE MAGIC CITY 

T he old camp of Rhyolite, known 
nowadays for Evan Thompson's 

bottle house and a colorful mission­
style railroad depot, was once a 
desert city raging with gold fever 
where stock speculation usually was 
more profitable than mine produc­
tion. 

Rhyolite was a product of the 
Death Valley and southern Nevada 
gold rushes of the early 1900s. 
Several "canvas towns" sprang up in 
the district around 1904, but alert 
traders concluded that one major 
city would be better for business. So 
in 1905 free lots were distributed to 
merchants from the surrounding 
camps, and Rhyolite became a bust­
ling, ostentatious town. 

In 1905 masons were paid a 
dollar an hour to construct a three­
story, $50,000 office building of 
stone; a bank spent $60,000 for 
another three-story building; and a 
fine railroad station was built from 
stone hauled all the way from Las 
Vegas, 120 miles to the south. 

Three railroads descended on the 
town. There was a stock exchange 
with 75 members, a bottling works, 
modern telephone exchange, ice 

plants, newspapers, a symphony 
orchestra, an opera house, and, of 
course, enough saloons to keep the 
town's nearly 10,000 souls happy. 

The red light district featured 
girls "clean from the Barbary Coast." 
The district burst its seams until the 
Western Federation of Miners pro­
tested to the local government that 
prostitution was being practiced in 
the decent residential neighbor­
hoods of Rhyolite, and declared it 
was the duty of every miner to 
uphold absolutely clean moral con­
ditions in his immediate surround­
ings. 

Local officials set new boundaries, 
but they needn't have bothered. The 
1906 San Francisco . earthquake and 
the national financial panic of 1907 
dried up the outside capital that kept 
Rhyolite hopping. By 1910 there 
were no street lights, the water 
company and banks had closed and 
the population dropped to under 
1,000. By 1920 Rhyolite had only 14 
inhabitants. The rows of fine wood 
structures have vanished, and the 
skeletons of once handsome stone 
and concrete buildings now mar the 
tranquil horizon. -JR 
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The Donner Party 
Be glad you weren't invited. 

An excerpt from George R. Stewart's Ordeal By Hunger. 

In the summer of 1846 the Donner 
Party left Springfield, Illinois, for the 
promised land of California. The next April, 
when its last members stumbled into 
Sutler's Fort, only 42 of the original 87 
emigrants had survived their ordeal in the 
snowbound Sierra. 

The story of the Donner Party was 
presented in 1936 by George R Stewart in 
his great book, Ordeal by Hunger. The 
following excerpt traces the party's journey 
from the Truckee Meadows to Donner Lake. 

Near the present site of Wells, Charles 
Stanton rode ahead to Sutler's, where he 
enlisted two Indian vaqueros and procured 
mules and supplies. On his return Stanton 
came upon the party as it arrived at the 
meadows, casting his lot with the straggling 
band of pioneers. 

To the plucky little re cuer the con­
dition of the company which he 

had come to save must have been a 
shock. He himself in the noblest spirit 
of self-sacrifice and social duty had 
ridden back acros the fateful pass, to 
save-what? It wa no longer even the 
fairly unified party which h had left. 

ow under the stress of circumstance 
almo t too great to be borne, the cruel 
individualism of the westerner had 
gained the upper hand, at least with 
many of the emigrants. The e, more 
and more, fought wolfishly for th ir 
own families alone. An old man had 
b en allowed to die on the trail; babies 
with tongues thick from thir thad b en 
refu ed water. To rescue the e people 
Stanton had come riding like a knight 
upon a que t. Having once delivered 
his provision , h would have been 
ju tifi d, anyone would think, in 
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taking Indians and mule, and purring 
for the pass. Three days would have 
taken him to afety in Bear Valley. 
Instead, he took up Virginia Reed 
behind him on the mule, and thus they 
came into the broad- tretching Truckee 
Meadow. 

Here the company rea mbled, and 
the emigrant encamped in th fine 
gra sland which r ached along the 
river for several mile . They were 
really leaving the arid country behind 
now; on the mountains round about 
the meadows pine tree were growing. 
Thi wa the be t place to recruit cattle 
before attempting the pa age of the 
mountain, and 0 the emigrants faced 
another dilemma. It had come to 
October 20. The weather wa cloudy 
and threatening, and some now had 
fallen on the higher mountain around 
them. Prudence bade them pr on 
with all ha teo But prudence al 0 bade 
them stay, and let the 0 en re t and 
build up their strength. To attempt the 
pas age of the mountain with worn­
out team wa only to invite cata tro­
phe. Above Truckee (Donner) Lake, as 
Stanton could tell them, the trail went 
right up over broken dome of granite. 
It was teep, wor even than the 
Wahsatch, much wor e. Ev n with the 
tronge t oxen it wa a truggle. Every 

one had to double or triple team, and 
many u ed windla e and all ort of 
devices with rope . 

And more strongly than even the 
threat of now, what had happened in 
the last few days must be con idered. 
On the Humboldt they had gained four 
days on Ha ting , but coming up the 
canyon of the Truckee he had made it 
in three days and they had taken four, 
some of them even five. The team had 

been pres ed too hard and were at the 
breaking point. Then, too, Stanton, who 
of all the company had the be t right to 
make the decision, poke out for their 
taking the chance of waiting a few day . 
At Sutter' the people aid that th pa s 
would really not be clo ed till the 
middle of November. Ha tings, every 
one knew, had got through on hor e­
back the year before, toward the nd of 
December. Thi sea on hi company 
crossing the summit about October 7 
had met a heavy snow torm, but had 
got through all right. At this time of 
year the now would melt between 
torm . So they took Stanton' advice, 

although ome of them had mi giving , 
and they let their cattle pasture upon 
the rich grass of Truckee Meadow . 

Then death truck again . The two 
brother -in-law, Pike and Fo ter, at by 
their camp-fire a Pike cleaned a 
pepperbox pi to\. Some one call d for 
wood to repleni h the fire, and Pik 
ro e to g t it. He handed the pi tol to 
Foster, but a he did 0 , it exploded, 
and he him elf got the bullet in the 
back. In an hour he was dead. 

They buried Pike, and his burial 
howed the progre ing rout of the 

company. Halloran had be n laid to 
rest in a made coffin; Snyder had been 
wrapped in a shroud with a board 
above and a board beneath; but Pike 
wa merely laid into the ground. 
Sorrow fell on the company with hi 
death. Halloran, Snyd r, and Hardkoop 
had been unmarried; Wolfing r had 
b en childl ; but Pike left a widow 
and two babie . Fo ter, the accidental 
layer, wa now the only grown man 

left among the twelve m mbers of the 
Murphy family. 

Snow fell a they buried Pike. Still 



they tayed in Truckee Meadows, 
re tie s, their eye shifting from the 
clouded wintry ky to the gaunt, rib­
lin d flank of th oxen. To go or to 
tay? Stanton's reasoning till held 

them, but after about five day they 
b gan to get under way. They did not 
leave in a body, but the more nervous 
and tho e with the better cattle got off 
fir t. No one thought much any more of 
having the company act a a whole. 

Fir t of all went the Breens. The luck 
of the Irish had been with them; they 
had 10 t fewe t cattle from the Indian 
and bing in the be t condition to move 
had fretted mo t at having to halt. With 
them went their friend Dolan, the 
Ke eberg , and the wagonle Eddy . 
Stanton, the Reed, the Grave , and 
the Murphys made a econd ection. 
The Donner, olid people and not to 
b stamp ded, took their time, and 
brought up the rear. 

For the fir t time, from Stanton's 
tory, they had ome detail of the road 

ahead. A day' journey above the 
meadows it cro d the river for the 
forty-ninth time in the eighty mile, 
then wung sharply to the right, left the 
river to avoid another canyon, and 
cro ed a fairly ea y range of moun­
tain . Next it descended into a beautiful 
little valley, cro ed a divide, and went 
on outhward over rolling, heavily 
forested country with the main range of 
the Sierra looming up on the right. 
Then it came to a cabin built two year 
b fore by winter-bound emigrant . A 
quarter of a mile above the cabin was 
Truckee Lake, and from the lake you 
could look up at the great wall of the 
pa . The whole di tanc from the 
meadow to the pa wa clo e to fifty 
miles. 

At the first camp which th leading 
ction made after finally leaving the 

river, an Indian crept up to the cattle 
and began shooting arrow. H struck 
nineteen oxen, but fail d to kill any of 
them .. Eddy caught him in the act, and 
drew a bead. At the crack of the rifle 
the Indian leap d high into the air and 
with a horrible hriek fell down a bank 
into some willows. The score was 
evened a little for so many cattle. 

liThe snow fell steadily and 
fast, mixing with cutting 

sleet. No one needed to say 
anything; all knew what 

had happened. By morning 
a foot of new snow had 

fallen. II 

But in the gam which th emigrant 
were playing against Time, the cor 
could not be evened by a rifle bullet, 
and it tood heavily again t them. 
During those la t days of October snow 
fell a they moved along. The cattle had 
to no e through it for gra . Qn the 
di tant mountain it lay white upon the 
pine branche . Winter wa in the air; it 
was bitter cold, and the sky was bleak. 

On a steep downward pitch a front 
axle broke on George Donner' family 
wagon. They hauled little Georgia out 
through the back of the wagon- heet , 
and then dug madly into the heaped­
up ma S of hou ehold good , calling to 
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baby Eliza, who did not an wer. At last 
they pulled her out, limp, mothered, 
and unconscious for the mom nt, but 
not really hurt. 

Abandon the broken wagon! Aban­
don all the wagons! Let the cattle fend 
for themselve . Take the children and 
the hor es and push on for life. Get 
acro s the pa at any cost- th only 
chance! Perhap uch thought of panic 
ran through their mind . But the 
German farmer i not the man lightly 
to surrender his hou ehold good . 
Ha tily the two brothers cut timber for 
an axle. Just a they were fini hiQg it 
haping a chi el lipped, and the blood 
purted from a long gash acro the 

back of George Donner's hand. It wa 
bound up, and he made light of it; 
there were oth r things, he aid, more 
to be worried about than a cut hand. 
There were! 

By the time of thi accident the 
Breens far ahead mu t have been 
approaching the lake which lay be­
neath the pa . As they marched, 
clouds rested upon the high mountains 
to their right, but occa ionally the 
cloud lifted di playing olid ma es of 
now. On the night of October 31 they 

made camp shortly before reaching the 
cabin. Snow lay on the ground, an inch 
or more deep. The cattle could not find 
grass, and made a poor meal of boughs 
which the men and boys cut for them. 

The morning wa very cold, and the 
clouds still hung over the mountain 
ahead . The Breen and Dolan, the 
Eddys and the Ke ebergs, pu hed on. 
Then the cloud , as if in mockery, 
rolled away and revealed towering 
peaks and the pass itself olidly cover­
ed with snow. Thi sight almo tank 
the emigrant into despair, but still 
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they went on. They passed the deserted 
cabin, and followed along the north 
shore of the lake, where the road ran so 
close that at times the wagons almost 
seemed to be toppling into the water. 
They worked on beyond the head of 
the lake, but the snow was soft and 
deep, and deepened still as the road 
rose toward the pass. They reached a 
point which they thought to be only 
three miles from the summit, but the 
snow was five feet deep, and they had 
no way of telling where the trail was. 
They could go no further. They turned 
about and got back to the cabin, which 
was only a mile in advance of where 
they had camped the night before. It 
seemed the end. 

The Breens took possession of the 
cabin. The others camped as best they 
could. The day had been clear, and in 
the evening the sky was bright with a 
nearly full moon. But around it was a 
ring, and by that sign everyone knew 
that they should expect a storm. Their 
folklore was right, and the Breens soon 
found that the cabin roof of pine boughs 
merely impeded the rain slightly. They 
took refuge in their wagons. The rain 
fell in torrents. All the next day they' 
remained in camp, saying hopefully, 

like the plains-dwellers that they were, 
that the rain would wash away the 
snow and melt it down so that they 
could cross. At dark those of the 
second section came up, Stanton with 
them. The Donners did not arrive. 

On the next morning the weather 
was better. Some of the emigrants were 
in despair and made no further effort, 
but with Stanton and the Indians as 
guides those who had previously made 
the trial and some of the others turned 
their faces toward the pass. They yoked 
up the teams, and started with the 
wagons. But even near the lake the 
snow was three feet deep by this time, 
and the oxen after three days of 
browsing upon branches were weaker 
than ever. As the men laboriously 
broke out a way for the wagons, the 
snow seemed to grow deeper with 
every yard of advance toward the pass. 
Soon even the mules were floundering, 
up to their sides in snow. The emi­
grants saw now how foolish their hope 
had been that the rain would beat 
down the snow, and they realized, 
what mountaineers would have known 
before, that at this time of year rain in 
the valleys meant snow on the heights. 
As soon as thi s knowledge had been 
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forced upon them, everyone saw that 
they must abandon the wagons, pack 
what goods they could upon the oxen, 
and press on afoot. 

Already it was getting late in the 
day, ·and the indecision over what 
should be taken along and what left 
behind caused still further delay. One 
spoke for a box of tobacco, and another 
argued for a bale of calico. The packing 
of the oxen took more time, for the 
animals were unused to such proce­
dure and objected by bucking off the 
unskillfully slung packs, or by lying 
down in the snow and wallowing. 
Children were so numerous that almost 
every adult was burdened by carrying 
one of them. Keseberg had to have a 
horse, for he had hurt his foot and 
could not walk. They hoisted him up, 
and tied his leg up to the saddle in a 
sort of sling. 

At last they got under way again. 
Clear ahead was the gap at the summit, 
and it seemed no great distance as one 
looked at it. Carrying children, driving 
unruly oxen, and floundering through 
snow waist-deep, they got ahead but 
slowly. The road, if here on the pass it 
could be called a road at all, was buried 
deep under the 'snow, so that Stanton 
and the Indians could follow only its 
general route. A certain mule proved to 
be the best trail-breaker; so with little 
Patty Reed clinging on behind him one 
of the Indians went ahead, the mule 
plunging into drifts but making pro­
gress. The emigrants advanced on foot 
for a distance which they thought to be 
two or three miles; they must by this 
time have been well beyond and above 
the lake; the summit as they guessed 
from looking ahead was anywhere 
from one to three miles farther. But the 
labor of the advance was killing, and it 
came near evening. The leading mule 
began to plunge headlong into snow­
filled gullies, and the Indian could no 
longer keep to any sort of road. So 
everyone halted while this Indian and 
Stanton went ahead to find a route. The 
two pushed on, located the road, and 
actually reached the summit. For the 
second time Stanton came back in the 
face of death to rescue the company. 

In the meantime the halted emi­
grants had become somewhat demoral­
ized. They were all so worn out with 
carrying children, that resting seemed 
best of all. Then some one found a 
dead pine full of pitch, and set fire to it. 
The flame leaped up into the higher 
branches, and the poor, half-frozen 
women and children gathe red about its 

(Continued on page 62) 
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HORSE SENSE 
& NONSENSE 
The case of the lively corpse. By Harry E. Webb 

I t was my misfortune not to have 
been one of the group during the 

following incident but I will vouch for 
its veracity. 

Seems an old prospector, known 
only as "Hardtack," was found dead 
way up in a mountain in midwinter, 
and being that the bushy whiskered old 
fellows body was found sitting lifelike 
at his table (his untouched breakfast 
frozen as solid as was the corpse) it was 
presumed Hardtack had suffered a 
heart failure several days before. 

It took some time for the undertaker 
in Pomeroy to find anyone who would 
tackle the job of getting the body to 
him for burial. At last a couple fellows 
were found who reluctantly took the 
chore, so hiring a wide Cutter Sleigh, 

with plenty of snow clearance, and a 
strong team at a livery barn the men set 
out through the deep snow for the 
distant mountain. 

By mid-afternoon they were on their 
way back but since having an icy, 
lifelike corpse sitting between them 
under their laprobe wasn't exactly to 
their liking, they stopped at a wayside 
saloon for a much needed drink. Tying 
the team to the hitch pole they hurried 
away from the gloomy atmosphere of 
the sleigh. 

As one hot whiskey followed another 
the pair regaled their eager listeners 
with an account of their rigorous as 
well as spooky trip, which gave a 
couple pranksters an idea. Slipping out 
they hid the corpse behind the saloon 
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then one, being bushy whiskered, took 
Hardtack's place and pulled the bear­
skin robe up to his chest just as it had 
been with the corpse. The other stayed 
peeking from behind the saloon's 
corner to see if the undertaker's 
helpers noticed the switch when they 
got in the sleigh. 

Trouble was, nothing happened. 
The men came out with a bottle to keep 
them bolstered until they were rid of 
their unwelcome passenger, and with­
out a glance at the corpse hurried on 
their way. 

They hadn't gone a mile when the 
biting frost reminded the driver he 
needed a drink. After a hefty slug he 
passed the bottle to his partner. The 
partner was lowering the contents a bit 
too fast when the driver said, "Hey! 

ot so fast, that's gotta last us a while! 
Pass 'er back." 

The partner had been put in a 
jocular mood by the liquid spirits so 
when passing back the bottle he 
wanted to exercise his hospitality by 
offering the corpse a drink. Shoving 
the bottle among the hedge of whiskers 
he said, "Here old man, have a drink on 
the house." 

"Damn good idea," replied the 
"corpse" as a hand came from under 
the laprobe and grasped the bottle. 
From that moment on all hands were a 
bit confused as to just what happened 
but the "corpse" seemed the clearest 
on events. He remembered hearing 
horrible twin yells and glimpsing a 
shadowy pair diving out of the sleigh. 
Worse, the fearful yells had spooked 
the team which was running like crazy 
towards home. 

It took several hundred yards for the 
prankster to get untangled from the 
robe, climb out over the high, curved 
dash and work his way down on the 
doubletree and recover the trailing 
lines. Once he had the runaway team 
under control he looked for the badly­
needed bottle. But that nerve-settling 
item was no doubt somewhere in the 
snow along the eratic route. 

For a moment he thought the safest 
thing to do was keep going but finally 
turned back and picked up the boiling­
mad pair who were trudging their way 
back to the saloon. Before bothering to 
get the real corpse loaded back in its 
place of honor the trio headed directly 
for the bar. As the pseudo corpse said 
later, " I'll tell the cockeyed world we all 
three sure needed some drinks to quiet 
our jumping nerves and I don't mean 
maybe!" 0 
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Fletcher also relates the experiences of the Bartleson­
Bidwell party of 1841, the first group of California­
bound emigrants to cross the Nevada desert. and devotes 
two chapters to John C. Fremont, "the first scientific 
explorer to map the country and to record its characteris ­
tics" during his government surveys of 1843-44 and 
1845. 
The aut hoI' quotes extensively from journals and diaries 
kept b the e plorers and emigrants. 

University of Nevada Press 
Reno, Nevada 89557 
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SHOWGUIDE 

LAS VEGAS 

ALADDIN 
736-0111 
Theater for the Performing Arts 

BARBARY COAST 
737-7111 
Bobby Dougla -Country Fever, thru 11 / 19 
Rudy Vale-Edward &< Wilde, 11/20-12/20 

CAESARS PALACE 
731-7333 
Sammy Davi jr., 11 / 1-5 
Frank Sinatra, 11/6-12 
Ann-Margret, 11 / 13-26 
Paul Anka, 11/27-12/10 
Showroom dark, 12/ 11-25 
Paul Anka, 12/26-31 

CIRCUS CIRCUS 
734-0410 
Round the World Circus Acts 
11 am-midnight, free 

DESERT INN 
733-4444 
Les Alcazar de Pari , indf. 
Dinner how Bpm, from $12.50; cocktail how 

midnight, $10 Tues-Sun. 

DUNES 
737-4110 
Ca ino de Paris 
Dinner show 7:45pm, from $15; cocktail how 

1:45am, $14 includes 3 drinks 

FLAMINGO HILTON 
733-3111 
Razzle Dazzle 

FOUR QUEENS 
385-4011 
Nightly entertainment 

FRONTIER 
734-0110 
Wayne ewton-Dave Barry, thru 11/5 
Roy Clark-Tammy Wynette, 11 / 6-26 

Wayne ewton, Frontier, thru 11/ 5, and Sands, 
11/ 19-12/ 16 & 12/ 27-31 

Ann-Margret, Caesars Palace, 11/ 13-26 

Steve Lawrence &< Eydie Gorme, 11/27-12/ 3 
Glen Campbell, 12/4-17 
Mel Tillis, 12/25-1 / 1 
Dinner show Bpm, from $23.50; cocktail show 

midnight, $22.50 

HACIENDA 
739-8911 
Ice Fantasy 
Dinner show Bpm, from $10.95; cocktail show 

11 pm, $7.95 includ 2 drinks 

HOLIDA Y CASINO 
732-2411 
Wild World of Burle que 
lOpm and 12:30am, Mon.-Fri.; also Bpm Sat.; 

dark Sun.; $6.95 includes 2 drinks 

IMPERIAL PALACE 
731-3311 
Bravo Vegas, indf. 
Bpm and 12am, from $13.50 to $17.50 

LANDMARK 
733-1110 
Continuous entertainment 

LAS VEGAS HILTON 
732-5111 
Bill Cosby-Sister Sledge, thru 11/17 
Liberace, 11/1B-12/1 &< 12/26-1/22 
Dinner how Bpm, from $22; cocktail show 

midnight, $14.50, Sun-Thur . 

MARI NA 
739-1500 
Continuous entertainment 

MAXIM 
731-4300 
Olde Tyme Burlesque 
Bpm, lOpm, 12:30am, $9.50 includes 2 drinks 

MGM GRAND HOTEL, LAS VEGAS 
739-4567 
Ziegfeld Room: 
Showroom dark, 10/ 13-12/ 11 
jubilee premier , 12/12 
Celebrity Room: 
Mac Davi , thru 11 / 5 
Engelbert, 11 / 6-19 

Mac Davi -Lonnie Shore, 11/20-12/3 
johnny Mathis, 12/4-10 
Dean Martin, 12/ 11-17 

RIVIERA 
734-5110 

eil Sedaka-Bernadette Peters, thru 11 / 12 
Anne Murray-Larry Gatlin, 11 / 13-26 
Buddy Hackett-Pia Zadora, 11/27-12/3 
ilia Minnell~ 12/4-13 
Tony Orlando, 12/26-1/7 

ROYAL HOTEL CASINO 
733-4000 
Rare &< Bare Burle que, indf. 

SAHARA 
735-4242 
jerry Lewis-Buddy Greco, dinner, thru 11/5 
Buddy Hackett-joey Heatherton, midnight, 

thru 11/ 5 
jack jones, dinner, 11 / 6-13 
Flip Wil on-Mel Torme, midnight, 1116-13 
johnny Carson &< The Sahara Girl , 11 / 14-16 
George Carlin &< The Sahara Girls, 11 / 17-26 
Helen Reddy-Fred Travalena, 11 / 27-12/4 
johnny Carson &< The Sahara Girls, 12/5-6 
Flip Wilson-joey Heatherton, 12/7-17 
jerry Lewis-jack jones, 12/1B-24 
Don Rickles, 12/25-31 

SAM'S TOWN 
456-7777 
24-hour continuous entertainment 

SANDS 
733-5000 
Shecky Greene-jerry Vale, thru 11 / 4 
Tony Bennett, 11 / 5-1B 
Wayne ewton-Dave Barry, 11 / 19-12/16 &< 

12/27-31 

SILVER BIRD 
735-4111 
Freddy Fender-"Goober" Lind ey, thru 11/17 
Roger Miller, 11 / 19-12/2 

SILVER SLIPPER 
734-1212 
Boyle qUI?, indf. 

STARDUST 
732-6325 
Lido de Paris 'BO 

TROPICANA 
739-2411 
Folie Bergere 'BO 
Dinner show Bprn, from $17.50; cocktail how 

midnight, from $14 

UNION PLAZA 
386-2444 
Mickey Finn Show, indf. 



LAKE TAHOE 

CAESARS TAHOE 
555-3515 
Shirley MacLaine-Smothers Brothers, thru 11 / 5 
Emmylou Harris, 11/21-23 
Mac Davis, 12/25-31 

CLOUD'S CAL-NEVA LODGE 
831-1511 
Magic If, thru 11/ 9 
Frankie Fanell~ 11/11-30 
Magic If, 12/2-21 

CRYSTAL BAY CLUB 
831-0512 
Nightly entertainment 

HARRAH'S LAKE TAHOE 
588-6606 
Glen Campbel~ 11 / 9-17 
Bill Cosby, 11/ 18-25 
Neil Sedaka, 11/26-12/4 
Sammy Davis Jr.-Rita Moreno, 12/5-9 
Dave Mason, 12/10-11 
Sammy Davis Jr.-Rita Moreno, 12/ 12-18 
Kenny Rogers, 12/26-1/1 

HARVEY'S 
588-2411 
Esquires, thru 11/2 
Ed Diamond &: Company, 11 / 3-1 / 4 

HYATT LAKE TAHOE 
831-1111 
Dotson, Lee &: Middleton, thru 11/ 10 
The Motifs, 11 / 4-23 
Steel Wheels, 11 / 12-24 
Young Country, 11/25-12/14 
Triple Play, 11/26-12/ 15 
Martha's Children, 12/16-1/ 4 

SAHARA TAHOE 
588-6211 
(800-648-4322 toll free CA, AZ, OR, 10, UT) 
Gaylord &: Holiday, thru 11/ 9 
Wayland &: Madame, 12/22-31 

Bill Cosby, Las Vegas Hilton, thru 11/ 17, and 
Harrah 's Tahoe, 11/ 18-25 

TAHOE MARINER 
831-3100 
Nightly entertainment 

RENO, SPARKS, 
CARSON CITY 

CARSON CITY NUGGET 
882-1626 
Jerry Sun, thru 11/30 
9th Creation, 12/2-1 / 11 

CIRCUS CIRCUS 
329-0711 
Round the World Circus Acts 
11am-midnight, free 

ELDORADO 
786-5700 
Dixieland Jazz, indf. 

FITZGERALD'S 
786-3663 
Linda Pace, thru 11/2 
Michael &: Breeze, 11/24-12/ 14 
Four Tunes, 12/ 9-1/4 
Smash, 12/15-1/ 4 
CC Jones, 12/24-1/ 12 

HAROLDS CLUB 
329-0881 
Honky Tonk, thru 11/2 

HARRAH'S RENO 
329-4422 
Loretta Lynn, thru 11/5 
Merle Haggard, 11/ 6-12 
Dionne Warwick, 11 / 13-19 
Tony Orlando, 11/20-12/3 
Natalie Cole, 12/4-10 
The Dirt Band, 12/11-19 
Debbie Reynolds, 12/27-1/7 

MAPES 
323-1611 
The Good life, thru 11 / 10 
David Proud, 11/11-30 

MGM GRAND HOTEL, RENO 
789-2000 
Ziegfeld Theater: 
Hello Hollywood Hello 
Lion 's Den: 
Liz Damon's Orient Express-Shazam, thru 

11/ 11 
Atlantis &: Pentagon, 11 / 12-12/2 
Zaras, 12/ 3-23 
Gary &: Sandy's Common Ground, 12/ 3-1/13 
Spun Gold, 12/24-1 / 13 

JOHN ASCUAGA'S NUGGET, SPARKS 
358-2233 
The Lelands, thru 11 / 4 
Judy Lynn, 11 / 5-15 

ONSLOW 
786-7310 
Myles Sherman, thru 11/2 
Two of Clubs, 11 / 4-30 
JoAnn Jordan, 12/2-1 / 4 

ORMSBY HOUSE, CARSON CITY 
882-1890 
The Motifs, thru 11/2 
David Proud, thru 11/9 
Oyde Amsler, 11/ 3-16 
Garfin Gathering, 11 / 17-30 
Esquires, 12/1-14 
Kenny Laursen, 12/ 15-22 
The Motifs-Two of Clubs, 12/22-1/4 

RIVERSIDE 
786-4400 
Dancing to the Fabulous '40s, indf. 

SAHARA RENO 
322-1111 
Skip Oldham, thru 11/9 
Sonny Turner, 11/25-12/14 
Gary Mule Deer, 12/16-28 
Pete Barbutti, 12/ 30-1/ 4 

SHY CLOWN 
358-6632 
Country Western Music 

RURAL NEVADA 

Elko: Commercial Hotel, 738-3181 
Stockmen's HoteL 738-5141 

Ely: Hotel Nevada, 289-4414 

Fallon: Fallon Nugget, 423-3111 

Gardnerville: Sharkey'S, 782-3133 

Hawthorne: El Capitan, 945-3322 

Jackpot: Cactus Pete's, 755-2321 
Horseshu Casino, 755-2331 

Tonopah: Mizpah, 482-6202 

Wendover: Stateline Casino, 668-2221 

Winnemuca: Winners inn, 623-2511 

Dates and performers subject to change. 

Nevada' s area code is 702. 
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THE FIRST PIANO IN CAMP 
Sam Davis, once the state's best known author and newspaperman, wrote this 
Christmas classic in the early 1900s. 

I n 1859- it might have been five 
years earlier or later; this is not 

history for the public schools- there 
was a little camp about ten miles from 
Pioche, occupied by upwards of three 
hundred miners, everyone of whom 
might have packed his prospecting 
implements and left for more inviting 
fields any time before sunset. When the 
day was over, these men did not rest 
from their labors, like the honest New 
England agriculturist, but sang, danced, 
gambled, and shot each other, as the 
mood seized them. 

One evening the report spread 
along Main Street (which was the only 
street) that three men had been killed at 
Silver Reef and that the bodies were 
coming in. Presently a lumbering old 
conveyance labored up the hill, drawn 
by a couple of horses, well worn out 
with their pull. The cart contained a 
good-Sized box, and no sooner did its 
outlines become visible through the 
glimmer of a stray light here and there, 
than it began to affect the idlers. Death 
always enforces respect, and even 
though no one had caught sight of the 
remains, the crowd gradually became 
subdued, and when the horses came to 
a standstill, the cart was immediately 
surrounded. The driver, however, was 
not in the least impressed with the 
solemnity of his commission. 

"All there?" asked one. 
"Haven't examined. Guess so." 
The driver filled his pipe and lit it as 

he continued. 
"Wish the bones and load had gone 
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over the grade." 
A man who had been looking on 

stepped up to the man at once. 
"1 don't know who you have in that 

box, but if they happen to be any 
friends of mine, I'll lay you alongside." 

"We can mighty soon see," said the 
teamster, coolly. "Just bust the lid off, 
and if they happen to be the men you 
want, I'm here." 

The two looked at each other for a 
moment, and the crowd gathered a 
little closer, anticipating trouble. 

"1 believe that dead men are entitled 
to good treatment, and when you talk 
about hoping to see corpses go over a 
bank, all I have to say is, that it will 
be better for you if the late lamented 
ain't my friends." 

"We'll open the box. I don't take 
back what I've said, and if my language 
don't suit your ways of thinking, I 
guess I can stand it." 

With these words the teamster 
began to pry up the lid. He got a board 
off, and then pulled out some old rags. 
A strip of something dark, like rose­
wood, presented itself. 

"Eastern coffins, by thunder!" said 
several, and the crowd looked quite 
astonished. 

Some more boards flew up, and the 
man who was ready to defend his 
friend's memory shifted his weapon a 
little. The cool manner of the teamster 
had so irritated him that he made up 
his mind to pull his weapon at the first 
sight of the dead, even if the deceased 
was his worst and oldest enemy. 

Presently the whole of the box cover 
was off, and the teamster, clearing away 
the packing, revealed to the astonished 
group the top of something which 
puzzled all alike. 

"Boys," said he, "this is a pianner." 
A general shout of laughter went up, 

and the man who had been so anxious 
to enforce respect for the dead mutter­
ed something about feeling dry, and 
the keeper of the nearest bar was 
several ounces better off by the time 
the boys had given the joke all the 
attention it called for. 

Had a dozen dead men been in the 
box, their presence in the camp could 
not have occasioned half the excite­
ment that the arrival of that lonely 
piano caused. By the next morning it 
was known that the instrument was to 
grace a hurdy-gurdy saloon, owned by 
Tom Goskin, the leading gambler in 
the place. It took nearly a week to get 
this wonder on its legs, and the owner 
was the proudest individual in the 
State. It rose gradually from a recum­
bent to an upright position, amid a 
confusion of tongues, after the manner 
of the tower of Babel. 

Of course everybody knew just how 
such an instrument should be put up. 
One knew where the "off hind leg" 
should go, and another was posted on 
the "front piece." 

Scores of men came to the place 
every day to assist. 

"1' 11 put the bones in good order." 
"If you want the wires tuned up, I'm 

the boy." 



"I've got music to feed it for a 
month." 

Another brought a pair of blankets 
for a cover, and all took the liveliest 
interest in it. It was at last in a condition 
for business. 

"It's been showin' its teeth all the 
week. We'd like to have it spit out 
something." 

Alas! there wasn't a man to be found 
who could play upon the instrument. 
Goskin began to realize that he had a 
losing speculation on his hands. He 
had a fiddler and a Mexican who 
thrummed a guitar. A pianist would 
have made his orchestra complete. One 
day a three-card monte player told a 
friend confidentially that he could 
"knock any amount of music out of the 
piano if he only had it alone a few 
hours to get his hand in." This report 
spread about the camp, but on being 
questioned he vowed that he didn't 
know a note of music. It was noted, 
however, as a suspicious circumstance 
that he often hung about the instru­
ment and looked upon it longingly, like 
a hungry man gloating over a beefsteak 
in a restaurant window. There was no 
doubt but that this man had music in 
his soul, perhaps in his fingers'-ends, 
but did not dare to make a trial of his 
strength after the rules of harmony had 
suffered so many years of neglect. So 
the fiddler kept on with his jigs, and 
the Mexican pawed his discordant 
guitar, but no man had the nerve to 
touch that piano. There were, doubt­
less, scores of men in the camp who 
would have given ten ounces of gold­
dust to have been half an hour alone 
with it, but every man's nerve shrank 
from the jeers which the crowd would 
shower upon him should his first 
attempt prove a failure . It got to be 
generally understood that the hand 
which first essayed to draw music from 
the keys must not slouch its work. 

• • • 
It was Christmas Eve, and Goskin, 

according to his custom, had decorated 
his gambling hall with sprays of 
mountain cedar and a shrub whose 
crimson berries did not seem a bad 
imitation of English holly. The piano 
was covered with evergreens, and all 
that was wanting to completely fill the 
cup of Goskin's contentment was a 
man to play the instrument. 

"Christmas night, and no piano­
pounder," he said. "This is a nice 
country for a Christian to live in." 

Getting a piece of paper, he scrawled 
the words: 

$20 Reward 
To a Compitant Pianer Player. 

This he stuck up on the music rack, 
and, though the inscription glared at 
the frequenters of the room until 
midnight, it failed to draw any musician 
from his shell. 

So the merry-making went on; the 
hilarity grew apace. Men danced and 
sang to the music of the squeaky fiddle 
and worn-out guitar, as the jolly crowd 
within tried to drown the howling of 
the storm without. Suddenly, they 
became aware of the presence of a 
white-haired man, crouching near the 
fire-place. His garments- such as were 
left-were wet with melting snow, and 
he had a half-starved, half-crazed 
expression. He held his thin, trembling 
hands toward the fire, and the light of 
the blazing wood made them almost 
transparent. He looked about him once 
in awhile, as if in search of something, 
and his presence cast such a chill over 
the place that gradually the sound of 
the revelry was hushed, and it seemed 
that this waif of the storm had brought 
in with it all of the gloom and coldness 
of the warring elements. Goskin, mixing 
up a cup of hot egg-nogg, advanced 
and remarked cheerily: 

"Here, stranger, brace up! This is the 
real stuff." 

The man drained the cup, smacked 
his lips, and seemed more at home. 

"Been prospecting, eh? Out in the 
mountains- caught in the storm? Lively 
night, this!" 

"Pretty bad," said the man. 
"Must feel pretty dry?" 
The man looked at his steaming 

clothes and laughed, as if Goskin's 
remark was a sarcasm. 

" How long out?" 
" Four days." 
"Hungry?" 
The man rose up, and walking over 

to the lunch counter, fell to work upon 
some roast bear, devouring it as any 
wild animal would have done. As meat 
and drink and warmth began to 
permeate the stranger, he seemed to 
expand and lighten up. His features 
lost their pallor, and he grew more and 
more content with the idea that he was 
not in the grave. As he underwent 
these changes, the people about him 
got merrier and happier, and threw off 
the temporary feeling of depression 
which he had laid upon them. 

"Do you always have your place 
decorated like this?" he finally asked of 
Goskin. 

"This is Christmas Eve," was the 
reply. 

The stranger was startled. 
"December twenty-fourth, sure 

enough." 
"That's the way I put it up, pard." 
"When I was in England I alway 

kept Christmas. But I had forgotten that 
this was the night. I've been wandering 
about in the mountains until I've lost 
track of the feasts of the church." 

Presently his eye fell upon the 
piano. 

"Where's the player?" he asked. 
"Never had any," said Go kin, 

blushing at the expression. 
" I used to play when I was young." 
Goskin almost fainted at the admi -

sion. 
"Stranger, do tackle it, and give u a 

tune! Nary man in this camp ever had 
the nerve to wrestle with that music­
box." His pulse beat faster, for he 
feared that the man would refuse . 

"I'll do the best I can," he said. 
There was no stool, but seizing a 

candle-box he drew it up and eated 
himself before the instrument. It only 
required a few seconds for a hush to 
come over the room. 

"That old coon is going to give th 
thing a rattle." 

The sight of a man at the piano was 
something so unusual that even the 
faro-dealer, who was about to take in a 
fifty-dollar bet on the tray, pau ed and 
did not reach for the money. Men 
stopped drinking, with the glasses at 
their lips. Conversation appeared to 
have been struck with a ort of 
paralysis, and cards were no longer 
shuffled. 

The old man brushed back hi long, 
white locks, looked up to the ceiling, 
half closed his eyes, and in a my tic 
sort of reverie passed his fingers over 
the keys. He touched but a single note 
yet the sound thrilled the room. It was 
the key to his improvisation, and a he 
wove his chords together the music 
laid its spell upon every ear and heart. 
He felt his way along the keys, lik a 
man treading uncertain paths; but he 
gained confidence as he progress d, 
and presently bent to his work like a 
master. The instrument was not in 
exact tune, but the ears of his audience, 
through long disuse, did not detect 
anything radically wrong. They heard a 
succession of grand chords, a sugges­
tion of paradise, melodies here and 
there, and it was enough. 

"See him counter with his left!" aid 
an old rough, enraptured. 

(Continued on page 54) 
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"They're all here, the brawlers 
and the builders, !IJI W. 
The early mayors and lawmen, the outlaws, miners, "-'" ,~. ro",.~/, III "'.8 
railroaders, storekeepers, schoolteachers, and the .. ., I "11 
incomparable women, who went forth to plant trees, by Georgia L 

establish a library, musical societies and clubs 
such as Mesquite. They aided the poor and the 
sick and nurtured healthy families amid heat, dust 
and primitive conditions. 

You'll read of the first trains to come through, 
the first "real" houses to be built, and the 
schools, hospitals, stores and giant hotels that 
were to follow. In these pages are covered the 
first 50 years of life in Las Vegas, from the 
first land sale to the atomic age. This is 
history brought to life. This is Las Vegas, 
'The Way It Was." 

frorn 
from the foreword by 

MIKE Q'CALLAGHAN 
the FRo", l" THEL"S \I as "p EG"S SUN SEIIIE~ 

Governor of Nevada, 1971-1978 

Also From the Las Vegas SUN 
A history of early Mormon settlements 
by Dr Leonard J. Arrin on. 
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Who Loves Nevada 
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120 THINGS TO DO WITHOUT GOING BROKE 
By Ann Henderson and Betty Govorchin 

BAJA NEVADA 
New Zealander Rod Millen has a 

healthy respect for Southern Nevada's 
desert. He's raced all over the world, 
and as defending champion of the 
Nevada Rally, a 1,200-mile race on 
rough backcountry roads, he's exper­
ienced the Silver State's ruts, wash­
boards and sudden dips at speeds up to 
100 miles per hour. And he's ready to 
do it again December 19-21 when the 
world's best pro rally drivers compete 
in the Las Vegas-based Frontier Nevada 
Rally. 

A veteran auto racer, Millen says he 
prefers rally racing to other forms he's 
tried. Not only is it a race against the 
clock, road conditions and other drivers, 
but each race is a surprise. "In rally, 
you're not allowed to practice the 
course beforehand. In fact, you're 
seeing it for the first time ever during 
the race. You must anticipate what's 
ahead; there's no second chance. 

"Last year, my first rally in the 
desert, it was hard to get used to those 
sudden dips; most of the time we felt 
like we were airborne," he says. 

Rally cars are not your usual jeeps, 
pickups and dune buggies. Most are 
prototypes of the compacts found in 
your neighborhood driveways. Millen 
drives for the Mazda factory; last year 
he drove a Ford Escort. 

This year Millen is in a tight three­
way bid for the world raliy champion­
ship with John Buffam and John 
Woolfe. He says the Nevada Rally 
could be the decider. 

Nevada Rally drivers race against the dock and 
across unexpected dips in desert roads. 

:J « 
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• COOKING CHILI IN VEGAS 

• WELCOME 1981! 

• THE SWEETEST MUSIC 
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The start-finish line for the race will 
be the Frontier Hotel on the Strip. The 
actual route will be announced shortly 
before the noon start Friday, December 
19, but approximate boundaries are 
north to Goldfield (which is an official 
pit stop), south to Laughlin, west to the 
Death Valley area and east to the banks 
of the Colorado River. Starting time on 
Saturday and Sunday is 9 a.m. 

Each day about 1QO drivers will 
cover 400 miles of varying terrain, 
usually finishing about 10 p.m. 

The staging area for spectators will 
be announced during race week, race 
officials say, and there will be plenty of 
action at the Frontier each morning. 

-Ann Henderson 

Circus Circus 
Cookoff Cookoff 
If you want to judge some of the spicy 
brews for yourself during the Nevada 
Championship Chili Cookoff Dec. 13-14 in 
Las Vegas, just ask. Most cooks are happy to 
give out tasting cups. Spectators must fur­
nish their own Rolaids. Look for the cooking 
pots at the Circusland RV parking lot near 
Circus Circus on the Strip. 
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SOUTH 
ONGOING EVENTS 

Las Vegas Mormon Fort Tours, Tues.-Sun. 
Historic and Cultural Focus Tours, Las Vegas, 
382-7198 
Historic artifacts on display, Southern Nevada 
Museum, Henderson, and UNLV Museum of 
Natural History, Las Vegas 

NOVEMBER 

Radio-Controlled Aerobatic Aircraft Champion­
ship, 1, Circus Circus, Las Vegas 
Art Exhibit, 1-15, oil paintings by Lee Ervast, 
8:30-4:30, Visitor Ctr., Valley of Fire State Park 
Two Women Art Exhibit, 1-15, mixed media 
drawings, Flamingo Library, Las Vegas 
"Same Time Next Year," 1-22, comedy, The 
Meadows Playhouse, Las Vegas 
Home Tour, 1, Boulder City, 1 pm 
Nevada String Quartet Concert, 2, Flamingo 
Ubrary, 2pm, Las Vegas 
Desert Motorcycle Race, 2, near Las Vegas, call 
Casey Folks 457-0343 for info. 
NY City Orchestra & NY City Ballet, 3, Ham Hall, 
\lNLV, Las Vegas 
"La Traviata," 3, NY City Opera, Ham Hall, 
UNLV, 8pm, Las Vegas 
Irish Light Orchestra Community Concert, 4, 
Ham Hall, UNLV, 8pm, Las Vegas 
Gamble-Aires Pancake Bash, 8, Charleston Plaza 
Mall, 7-4, Las Vegas 
Doll Club Show & Sale, 8-9, Convention Ctr., Las 
Vegas 
Festival Chamber Players, 9, Flamingo Ubrary, 
2pm, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas Civic Symphony in Concert, 9, Char­
leston Heights Arts Ctr., 2pm, Las Vegas 

Nevada's area code is 702. 
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The Biggest Night Of The Year 
Las Vegas and Reno create their own versions of Times Square for the final countdown on New 
Year's Eve. Here on Fremont Street in Las Vegas the Union PIaza' s fireworks display signals it's 
midnight and a new year. (Last year's street party in downtown Reno turned into a brawl when 
things got out of hand, but plans are to allow Virginia Street to be closed again this year.) If you 
like to be entertained and pampered, there are special parties at the big hotels. Malke your show 
and room reservations early. And don't overlook the small casinos and saloons that cater to the 
overflow of customers from the large hotels. They've been responsible for some of the most 
memorable parties and hangovers in history. Parking is always at a premium on New Year's, so 
treat yourself to a taxi ride. 



Racing from Searchlight to Winnemucca 
'Tis the season for motorcycle racing in the desert. They'll be on course Nov. 2 in Winnemucca and Las Vegas, Nov. 16 in Boulder City, Dec. 7 near 
Searchlight, and Oec. 21 in Las Vegas. For particulars see daily listing. 

Sports Stars Swing 
Your camera is basic gear for the $100,000 
Hall-of-Fame Golf Tournament in Las 
Vegas. You might not see the world's great­
est golf, but you'll catch the greatest athletes 
from pro sports. 

Jim Brown, Joe DiMaggio, Stan the 
Man, Ray Nitschke, Bob FeUer, WilHe Mays, 
Dick Butkus, Whitey Ford and other stars 
will tee off Nov. 26-29. You can watch, free, 
at the Desert Inn Country Club. 

"Nite of Stars," 14, benefit for 51. Judes Ranch for 
Children, 6:30pm, Caesars Palace, Las Vegas, 
info. 739-9167 
Cat Show, 15-16, Convention Clr., Las Vegas 
"Red River:' 15-17, film, Clark County Libraries, 
Las Vegas, info. 733-7810 
"A Half Century of Images," 15-30, traveling 
exhibit, 8:30-4:30, Visitor Clr., Valley of Fire State 
Park 
Motocross Race, 16, Boulder City, info. 457-0343 
Nevada Watercolor Society, 16, exhibit of tradi­
tional watercolors, 1 pm, Flamingo Library, Las 
Vegas 
Billy Graham Crusade, 19-23, Convention Clr., 
Las Vegas 
Slovenian Symphony Orchestra, 19, Ham Hall, 
UNLV, 8pm, Las Vegas 
"A Calico Christmas," 21, arts and crafts, stuffed 
toys, quilts, afghans, pot holders, bread boards, 
homemade baked goods, Mesquite Club, 1:30pm, 
Las Vegas 
Flower Show, 22-23, Convention Clr., Las Vega 
$100,000 Hall of Fame Golf Tournament, 26-29, 

Desert inn Country Club, Las Vegas 
World Wide Flea Market, 29, Convention Ctr., 
Las Vegas 
Gin Rummy Tournament, 30-12/3, Union Plaza 
Hotel, Las Vegas 

DECEMBER 

Nevada Watercolor Exhibit, 1-13, Flamingo li­
brary, Las Vegas 
Choirs in the Mall, 1-24, Meadows Mall, Las 
Vegas 
Christmas Bazaar, 2, 51. Judes Women's Auxi­
liary, Riviera Hotel, 10-3, La Vegas 
"The Tin Drum," 3, German film, Red Rock 
Theatre, 7:30pm, La Vegas 
Las Vegas Symphony Christmas Concert, 2, 
Meadows Mall, Las Vegas 
"The Robber Bridegroom," 4-1 4, mu ical, Judy 
Bayley Theatre, UNLV, Las Vegas 

No Mechanical Bulls Here 
The stakes are high when the best profes­
sional cowboys from Nevada, Utah and 
Idaho compete Nov. 14-16 at the Spring 
Creek Horse Palace. The PRCA Wilderness 
Circuit rodeo will determine the champion 
for the tri-state area in each of seven rodeo 
events. The indoor arena is located at Spring 
Creek, 17 miles outheast of Hko. Per­
formance times are 7 p.m. Friday and Satur­
day and 1 p.m. Sunday. 

"An Old Fashion Christmas," 6, lighted Chri t­
mas parade, 5pm, East Lake Mead Blvd., Las 
Vegas 
USC Symphony Orchestra, 6, Ham Hall, UNLV, 
Las Vegas 
Christmas Parade, 6, evada Hwy, lOam, Bould­
er City 
"Sleeping Beauty," 6 and 8, film classic, Clark 
County Libraries, Las Vegas 
Nevada String Quartet Concert, 7, Flamingo li­
brary, 2pm, Las Vegas 
Festival Chamber Players, 7, Charle ton Heights 
Art Clr., 2pm, Las Vegas 
Camel Chase, 7, desert motorcycle champion­
ship race, near Searchlight, info. 457-0343 
"A Christmas Carol," 9, The Meadows Play­
house, Las Vegas 
World Championship of Blackjack, 11-4, Sahara 
Hotel, Las Vegas 
Craft Fair, 13, Flamingo Library, 10-5, Las Vegas 
European Style Flea Market, 13-14, Convention 
Clr., Las Vegas 
Nevada Championship Chili Cookoff, 13-14, 
Circus Circus, Las Vegas 
Big Band Christmas Concert, 14, Bob Barclay 
conductor, 2pm, Blvd. Mall, Las Vegas 
"The Messiah," 14, Charleston Heights Arts Ctr., 
3pm, Las Vegas 
"The Gold Show," 14, fiber art, Ipm, Flamingo 
l.ibrary, Las Vegas 
$40,000 Frontier Nevada Rally, 19-21, auto races, 
Frontier Hotel, Las Vegas 
Nevada Dance Theatre, 19-21, Christmas ballet, 
Judy Bayley Theatre, Las Vegas 
Christmas Dance and Party, 20, Herb's Recrea­
tion Tavern, 9pm, free, Boulder City 
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" The Lanterville Ghost," 20-21, comedy, Clark 
Count)< Libraries, Las Vegas 
European Scrambles, 21, desert motorcycle race, 
Las Vegas, info. 457-0343 
Town &: Country Flea Market, 21, Convention 
Clr., La Vegas 
New Years Eve Fireworks Display, 31, Union 
Plaza Hotel, Las Vegas 

CENTRAL 
DECEMBER 

Christmas Holiday Celebration, TBA, parade, 
Ely 
Elk's Charity Ball, 6, Convention Ctr., Tonopah 
Elk's Christmas Party, 21, Convention Ctr., 
Tonvpah 

NORTH 
ONCOiNG EVENTS 

No 1he.btern Nevada Museum, 9-7 Mon.-Sat., 1-
7 StJh., historical and natural history exhibits, 
1515 Idaho St., Elko, 738-3418 

NOVEMBER 

Art exhibi t, 1-2, litho prints by Robert Auth, 
Conv('ntion Ctr., Jackpot 
" The Wl.'st Today," 1-13, photography by Linda 
Dufurr na, ortheastern Nevada Museum, Elko 
Motl){'fo s Race, 2, Calder Cycle Park, Winne­
mU"I, intI). 623-5085 
" HUl'ting With A Lens," 11 / 15-12115, photo­
grarh~ of Nevada animals, birds and flowers by 
Merlin McColm, Northeastern Nevada Museum, 
E1ko 
PRCA Wilderness Circuit Finals, 14-16, rodeo, 
Spring Creek Horse Palace, Elko 

DECEMBER 

Crafts &: Arts Sale, 5-6, handmade turquoise and 
silver jewelry; embroidery, knitted and crochet­
ed articles; leather wallets and key chains; Christ­
mas ornaments, door bells, baby quilts and 
aIghans; homemade bread, cookies and candy, 
Nixon Hall, Winnemucca 
Children's Christmas Party, 24, Convention Ctr., 
2-3pm, Jackpot 

WEST 
ONGOING EVENTS 

Nevada Artists Assn. Gallery, 1-4 Mon.-Sat., 12-4 
Sun., 449 W. King St., Carson City 
Art exhibitions, 2-6 Wed.-Mon., 599 D St., St. 
Phillip's Center Gallery, Hawthorne 
Atmospherium-Planetarium, open daily, UNR, 
Reno, show info. 784-4811 
Photographs &: Memories, Mon.-Sat. 9-5, Sun. 
noon-5, Churchill County Museum, Fallon 
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NOVEMBER 

Opera Ball, 1, sponsored by the Nevada Opera 
Assn., Mapes Hotel, Reno 
UNR vs. Idaho State, 1, football, Mackay Sta­
dium, Ipm, Reno 
"Political Cartoons in Art and History," 1-16, 
exhibit of European and American cartoons 1750-
1890, Sierra Nevada Museum, Reno 
Sekulich Antique Show, 1-2, V&T Room, Coli­
seum, Reno 
Home Builders Show, 1-2, Coliseum, 11-6, Reno 
"Cartooning in American History," 4, lecture by 
Dr. Michael Brodhead on development of poli­
tical cartoons, Sierra Nevada Museum of Art, 
Reno 
"Here Is Israel," 4, musical, Pioneer Theatre, 
7:30pm, Reno 
Concord String Quartet,S, Pine Auditorium, 
UNR, 8pm, Reno 
"An Almost Perfect Person," 7-9, comedy, Reno 
Little Theater 
Antique Show &: Sale, 7-9, Forsythe Production, 
Old Town Mall, Reno 
$30,000 Backgammon Classic Regional Tour­
nament, 7-9, Cloud's Cal-Neva, Crystal Bay, all 
day, info. 831-4506 

Annual Barber Shop Quartet Show, 8, Com­
munity Ctr., 8pm. Carson City 
Christmas Bazaar, 8, arts and craIts, ceramics, 
pillows, shawls, knitted and crocheted articles, 
cow bells, baked goods and food booths, 10-4, St. 
John's Catholic Hall, Lovelock 

01' Paint 

Tables Extraordinaire, 8-9, displays of table set­
tings, proceeds benefit senior center program. 
11-5, admission $2.50, Senior Citizen Ctr., 9th 
and Sutro, Reno 
World Wide Flea Market, 9, V&T Room, Coli­
seum, 9-6, Reno 
Reno-Sparks Interfaith Gospel Concert, 9, Pio­
neer Theatre, 3pm, Reno 
Chamber Music Concert, II, Brewery Auditor­
ium, 8pm, Carson City 
Washoe Co. Schools Concert, 13, honor band, 
orchestra and chorus, 7:30pm, free, Pioneer 
Theatre, Reno 
"An Almost Perfect Person," 13-15, comedy, 
Reno Little Theater 
Billy Graham Crusade, 13-16, Coliseum, 6:30-9, 
Reno 
Homemakers Bazaar, 14, fairgrounds, 9-5, Reno 
Western Art Exhibit, 14-16, Western Artists of 
America. 14: preview party, 6pm; 15: banquet, 
6pm; separate tickets available, both events $25, 
MGM Grand, Bijou Room. Reno 
UNR vs. Montana, IS, football, Mackay Stadium, 
Ipm, Reno 
Promociones America Dance, IS, exhibit hall, fair­
grounds, 8pm, Reno 
"A Night in Madrid," 15, Flamenco dancers, 
singers and guitarists, Reno Chamber Orchestra 
benefit, Eldorado Hotel, 7pm, Reno 
Reno Chamber Orchestra Opening Concert, 16, 
Eldorado HoteL 3pm, Reno 
Dick Barrymore Ski Film, 18, Pioneer Theatre, 
8pm, Reno 

This portrait of a mountain man painted by California artist Dave DeMatteo was selected Best 
of Show during last year's Western Artists of America exhibit. DeMatteo will be back Nov. 14-
16 at the MGM Reno with 24 other outstanding western artists. You can buy a $10 ticket and 
mingle with the artists at the no-host cocktail party at 6 p.m. Friday (and get first chance to 
buy) and again at the 6 p. m. banquet Saturday ($15) . There' s no charge to see the paintings 
during the day, Saturday or Sunday. 



World Wide Ski Sales, 20-23, V&T Room, 9-9pm, 
Coliseum, Reno 
UNR vs. Idaho, 22, football, Mackay Stadium, 
Ipm, Reno 
Christmas Fair, 22-23, local merchants display 
Christmas merchandise; food, refreshments and 
entertainment, Community Ctr., Carson City 
Reno Philharmonic Orchestra Concert, 25, Pio­
neer Theatre, S:15pm, Reno 
"Artists In The American Desert," 29-1/11, ex­
hibits, Sierra Nevada Museum of Art, Reno 
Pacific Coast Novice Boxing Tournament, 2S-29, 
Community Ctr., Carson City 

DECEMBER 

Winter Holiday Concert, 2, Washoe Co. Schools 
Youth Symphony & Jr. Orchestra, 7:30pm, Pio­
neer Theatre, Reno 
Sierra Nevada Chorale Christmas Concert, 4-5, 
Pioneer Theatre, Spm, Reno 
Genoa Christmas Fair, 6, arts and crafts, baked 
goods, handmade quilts, knitted and crocheted 
articles, Christmas ornaments and food booths, 
10-5, Town Hall 
World Wide Flea Market, 7, V&T Room, Coli­
seum, 9-6, Reno 
"Christmas Gift to the City," 7, free concert, 
3pm, Eldorado Hotel, Reno 
"Bach's Mass in B Minor," Reno Chamber Or­
chestra and U R Concert and Symphonic 
Choirs, 3pm, Eldorado Hotel, Reno 
Community Crusade Against Drugs, S, guest 
speaker David Toma, 7:30pm, Coliseum, Reno 
Holiday on Ice, 10-14, Coliseum. 10-12 at 7:30pm; 
13 at 11am, 3pm, Spm; 14 at 2pm, 6pm, Reno 
"Christmas Ball," 12, Elks Lodge, Spm, Reno 
"Never Too Late," 12-13, comedy, Carson Valley 
Theatre Company, Spm, CV.I.C Hall, Minden 
Christmas Fair, 13, Santa arrives in helicopter at 
noon in Minden Park; bazaar with arts and crafts, 
Christmas ornaments, crochet and knitted artic­
les, macrame and bake goods, prices 25¢ to $10, 
C V.I.C Hall, Minden 
Chamber Music Concert, 16, Brewery Auditor­
ium, Spm, Carson City 
"Never Too Late," 19-20, comedy, Carson Valley 
Theatre Company, Spm, C V.I.C Hall, Minden 
"Nutcracker," 20-21, ballet, Pioneer Theatre, 
2:15pm, Reno 
"A Christmas Musical," 21, choir, sponsored by 

orth Lake Tahoe Symphony Assoc., 5-7pm, 
The Chateau, Incline Village 
Promociones America Dance, 27, exhibit hall, 
fairgrounds, Spm, Reno 
Cheap Trick, 20, rock concert, 8pm, Coliseum, 
Reno 
Centro de Informacion Latino Americano Dance, 
31, exhibit hall, fairgrounds, 8pm, Reno 

Note: Nevada's area code is 702. 

GREAT 
EXPECTATIONS 

Basketball has become big stuff in 
Nevada. That description has nothing 
to do with the slam dunk, which is 
probably the most crowd-pleasing as­
pect of the game. 

Both the University of Nevada, Las 

Reno and Vegas Double Feature 
If you've a yen for "Nutcracker" this Christmas, your wish is granted. The Nevada Opera 
Association presents the traditional holiday ballet Dec. 20-21 in Reno, while the Nevada Dance 
Theatre offers the Nutcracker Suite as part of its Christmas Special, Dec. 19-21 in Las Vegas. 
For details see daily events listing. 

Famous for our Custom Creased 
Hats by Resistol & Stetson 

HAVE ONE CREASED FOR YOU TODAY 

LEE·S 
WESTEBN 
2130 ODDIE BLVD. 
SPARKS, NEVADA 
358-0666 

2030 RENO HWY 
FALLON, NEVADA 
423-6571 
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YAMAHA 
For the largest selection 
and the best buys call: 

North Tahoe Sports Center 
(702) 831-0472 

Little dealer with a big deal. 

1981 SKI-DOD 
Will not be undersold 

Largest selection in the Lake Tahoe/Reno area 
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North Tahoe Sports Center 
WORLD CHAMPION SNOWMOBILES 

SALES/ SERVICE/ RENTALS 
P.o . Box 4257 

896 Southwood Street 
Incline Village, NV 89450 

Telephone: (702) 831-0472 

David P. Bilger 
Owner 

Vegas and the University of Nevada, 
Reno will play highly competitive 
national schedules this year, although 
they are not scheduled to meet one 
another. UNLV is a unofficial member 
of the Western Athletic Conference, 
while UNR has an entirely different 
group of adversaries in the Big Sky 
Conference. 

Highlights of the home schedules: 
UNLV will open on November 25 in 

an exhibition game against a group of 
Russian Nationals who finished third to 
Yugoslavia and Italy in the 1980 
Olympic Games. Subsequently, the 
Rebels will host tournaments against 
worthy intersectional opponents such 
as West Texas State, Oklahoma City, 
and Portland. 

Home games also are scheduled 
against New Mexico, Utah and Brigham 
Young. all contenders for national 
ratings. Another added bonus comes 
on January 31 when the Rebels play 
host to Georgetown in a nationally­
televised game. Georgetown was among 
the nation's to~rated teams last season. 

UNR, meanwhile, has an early date 
on November 29 against the University 
of Kansas, which has the all-time 
record for most victories in collegiate 
basketball. Other attractions are the 
December 23 game with the University 
of Houston and a January 22 engage­
ment with Weber State, the defending 
Big Sky champion. 

UNLV coach Jerry Tarkanian has the 
all-time national collegiate record for 
success with 288 wins and 61 losses in 
12 seasons. UNR has a new coach, 
Sonny Allen, who is optimistic, as all 
coaches are. -Chris Schaller 

UNLV Home Games, 8 p.m., las Vegas 
Convention Center: 

Nov. 25, Russian Nationals; Nov. 28, Pan 
Arn~ican; Dec. 6, UC Irvine; Dec. 8, UT EI 
Paso; Dec. 22-23, Rebel Round-up: UNLV, 
West Texas State, Texas Christian &: Okla­
homa City; Dec. 26, New Mexico; Dec. 29-30, 
las Vegas Holiday Classic: UNLV, Portland, 
Holy Cross and Mississippi State; Jan. 2, Utah; 
Jan. 3, BYU; Jan 31, Georgetown; Feb. 14, Air 
Force Academy; Feb. 20, San Diego State; Feb. 
21, Hawaii; Mar. 6, Colorado State; Mar. 7, 
Wyoming. 

UNR Home Games, 8 p.m., Centennial 
Coliseum, Reno: 

Nov. 29, Kansas; Dec. 1, Mankato State; 
Dec. 2, Humboldt State; Dec. 17-18, Wolf Pack 
Classic: UNR, McNeese State, Portland, and 
Arkansas State; Dec. 23, Houston; Jan. 2, Chico 
State; Jan. 3, San Jose State; Jan. 15, Idaho; Jan. 
17, Northern Arizona; Jan. 22, Weber State; 
Jan. 24, Idaho State; Feb. 5, Montana State; 
Feb. 7; Montana; Feb. 23, Boise State. 0 



A Cascade of Stars. 
Mountains of entertainment 
and the world's 
brightest performers 
await you in the 
Cascade Showroom. 





GOODSPRINGS .& THE SCOTTY 
'f1 

Dad said the mine was a sure thing, but my mother 
knew prospecting fever when she saw it. 
By Robert H . Lamott 

Fire!" The cry resounded from the 
bottom of the 60-foot glory hole. 

That bellow meant that my father had 
lit the fuse and would be scrambling up 
the old wooden ladder to join me in the 
tunnel nearby. A few minutes earlier 
he had shepherded all five years of me 
up the same ladder and then scuttled 
back down to light the charge. 

Those moments that it took Dad to 
reach ground level were among the 
most fearful in my visits to The Scotty, 
a once-abandoned mine in the ghost­
gray sagebrush evada foothills south­
east of Death Valley. I held my breath 
as I watched for Dad' s head to pop up 
at the head of the shaft. Usually we did 
not have to wait long for the roar of the 
blast that brought rock and ore shoot­
ing out of the hole, peppering down on 
top of our haven. Dad would allow the 
dust to settle and go down to inspect 
results, often shouting up to me, "That 
sure brought it out," or, "Well, Bobby, 
that vein must go another direction." 

Worse than the suspense of waiting 
for the blast were the times when no 
blast came. "Bum fuse," Dad would 
mutter as he started back down to 
check the trouble. Then my heart 
would crawl up my throat, for I could 

not forget the accounts of miners who 
had gone back to check a fuse and were 
halfway down when the blast fired . I 
knew widows who had that word 
brought to them about husbands who 
never came home. 

By the yellow light of home-made 
tallow candles, Dad and I spent many 
hours together at the bottom of The 
Scotty. He did all his drilling by hand-­
with star drilt and double jack hammer. 
Often he would put his big gloves on 
my hands and take mighty, full-armed 
swings at the drill while I held it. I 
never thought to question his accuracy, 
and he never missed. When a charge 
was fired and shiny galena ore and rock 
covered the bottom of the shaft, Dad 
would fill the battered old ore bucket 
and boost me up the ladder. Then he 
would wind the ore to the top with an 
equally decrepit wooden windlass. 1 
looked forward to this with real 
anticipation because I always got a ride 
back down into the mine in the empty 
ore bucket- it was great adventure. 

They say that you never recover 
from prospecting fever, an axiom that 
described my father well. By 1916, 
when h was a successful plumber on 
Hollywood Boulevard, Dad already 

had pulled up stakes on two occasions 
and made his way to the mines. With 
World War I the price of lead skyrocket­
ed, causing long abandoned mines in 
the Mojave Desert to be worked again . 
Dad had leased The Scotty as a sure 
thing, but Mother had been through 
that routine before. She refused to 
budge the family from Hollywood until 
Dad had established a beachhead and 
at least some credibility on the "sure 
thing." 

"Lumby, pack up the boys dnd join 
me," Dad wrote to Mother, who 
suffered with that awful nicknam fo r 
her beautiful name of Columbia. The 
school term had ended and Mother had 
run out of excuses. 

Dad met us at the whistle stop of 
Jean, evada, about 30 miles southwest 
of Las Vegas. As we stepped off the 
train, a grizzled old man with a beard 
grabbed me up and kissed me. Mother 
assured me that it was, in truth, my 
fathe r, but not before I blurted out, "1 
don't like your shave." 

Summefs desert heat was taking 
over as a plume of dust chased us into 
Goodsprings, eight miles east. Dad's 
introduction of the family to its new 
home must have convinced my mother 
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of one thing- things just had to get 
better. I doubt that he had told her she 
would have no house in the little boom 
town. She must have had some second 
thoughts as our 1907 Maxwell breezed 
through Goodsprings past houses that 
looked quite livable, past some not so 
livable and on beyond all habitation­
six miles into the desert hills on the 
edge of a great dry wash. There stood a 
tent mounted on a 12 by 16 foot 
platform of rough boards. A stovepipe 
poked through the canvas and craned 
upward as if to see over the tent. 

After a look at the outside, the inside 
was no disappointment. More rough 
boards served for table, cupboards and 
vanity. An old sheepherder stove 
doubled for cooking and heating. 

"Water?" Dad echoed our question. 
"We bring it from town in five-gallon 
cans." 

"Sanitation?" Our plumber could 
not dodge that one. " It's in that canvas 
enclosure out back." 

How my mother put up with this 
barren land of sagebrush, sand and 
horribly primitive conditions, one could 
only understand by knowing the depth 
of her love and patience. The ties of 
matrimony must have been fiddle­
string tight during those days of 
adjustment to our desert home. 

After a few months' we moved to a 
house in town with a board outhouse 
and (only 50 feet from the hou e) a 
well. I'm sure the contrast wa a 
pleasant one for my mother, despite an 
occasional rattlesnake under the porch 
or in the woodpile. We were taught to 
respect these dangerous denizens of 
the desert and to avoid, but not to fear. 

One day fear got the better of 
respect when I took a solo hike to the 
Red Cave, an old iron-stained glory 
hole up a steep hill behind our house. 
Even we small children were allowed 
to go to the cave on our own for it was 
a cool haven on torrid days. That day 
Mother heard me screaming bloody 
murder and rushed out of the house to 
see me flying down the hill toward 
home through sagebrush and rocks, 
clawing and scratching at bushes to 
keep from falling- ignoring entirely 
the well-worn trail. 

As usual, I had climbed the hill and 
was about to descend the little gully 
that ran down past the cave. It was 
great fun to take that last 20 yards by 
running full tilt down the steep slope 
allowing our momentum to carry us up 
the other side of the ravine into the 
coolness of the cave. I shifted- as 
usual- into high gear and ran as fast as 

44 NEVADA 

"With star drill and double 
jack hammer, Dad would 
put his big gloves on my 
hands and take mighty, 
full-armed swings at the 
drill while I held it. I never 
thought to question his 
accuracy. " 

gravity and my hort leg would carry 
me. As I reached the bottom of the 
ravine, I aw that it was occupied by 
the biggest rattler I had ever laid eyes 
on. Had it been the brink of a volcano, I 
could not have stopped. My momen­
tum carried me in one great leap right 
over Mr. Snake and up the hill into the 
cave. I turned around, shifted back into 
high gear, ran down the ravine, leaped 
over the snake again and, creaming 
like a banshee, ran for home. 

The de ert wa not only filled with 
danger, but to youngsters it also 
offered barrels of fun . Our wild friends 
were legion. There were horny toads, 
many kinds of brightly colored lizards, 
rabbits, owls and hawks. But above all 
we loved the burro . Herd of them ran 
wild around Good prings and were 
used in sea on to pack ore down from 
the mines. 

We kids were encouraged to adopt 
the burros because it kept them in town 
and in better shape than if they foraged 
for themselve . Deprived indeed was 
the poor desert kid whose folks would 
not allow him or her to keep a burro or 
two . 

. The family's de ert sojourn also 
wouldn't have been the ame without 
"Maude," Dad's 1907 Maxwell. She was 
equipped with carbide ga lamps, and 
her gas tank was a 10-gallon ice cream 
can that Dad had mounted between the 
bucket seats. Her super tructure was 
highly customized, too, with little to 
protect the passenger from the desert 
wind and dust. Maude was truly a 
desert rat's automobile. Her underbelly 
was exposed, with gear shafts complete­
ly unhoused. This exposure led to a 
weird voyage acros the desert's sandy 
waste . 

Dad and I were headed back to town 
from the mine when a udden sharp 
clank shook the little car as it lurched 
from the desert track. I could see alarm 
on Dad's face as he tried to move the 
gear shift lever. High-centering on a 
rock, Maude had been knocked into an 

all too permanent high gear. Thus the 
eight-mile cruise began with the skip­
per having to keep the craft under full 
power; too little gas would have invited 
a stall and a long walk for help with 
night approaching. 

So, as the sun began to shade the 
sky with those tinges of lavender and 
gray that the desert alone can paint, we 
began our wild ride. Joshua trees, 
greasewood, sagebrush and rocks blur­
red past us. Braced for the demand of 
the occasion, Dad took each crest and 
unpredictable trough with high spirits. 
Dad never entered anything, for good 
or bad, without enthusiasm. 

Hanging precariously to Maude's 
old rigging, I lowered my head to avoid 
the flying sand. I recall not quite 
understanding the full extent of the 
emergency but my fears were quieted 
by faith in this man whose star drills I 
held down in the mine. We took those 
eight miles together in mutual trust, 
Dad and Maude and 1. Dad would 
exhale as Maude struggled for power 
up the steeper hills and would jiggle 
forward and back as if to increase 
momentum. He urged me to help him, 
and I'm sure he invented the idea to 
help take my mind off our situation. 

Finally, we could see the streets of 
Goodsprings from the top of the last 
long hill. With throttle wide open we 
flew down past the jail, past Quinn's 
confectionary, past Fayle's Hotel, around 
the World War I monument in the 
middle of dusty Main Street, up the hill 
past the schoolhouse and past Scott 
Robbins' home where Dad was faced 
with making a right hand turn as our 
speed dwindled. With her last ounce of 
momentum, Maude managed the turn, 
crept up a last steep pitch, rolled into 
her normal parking place in our 
backyard- and expired. Dad didn' t 
even need to cut the switch. 

Our desert interlude ended on 
Christmas Eve, 1920. The price of lead 
had hit bottom following the war, and 
though Dad would have gladly tayed 
to chase vanadium, uranium or anything 
else in the earth, Mother had insisted 
that fall that my brother John be out of 
the desert in time to start high school. 
So holiday season found us in Van 

uys, California, with Dad still holding 
out for the big strike back in the desert. 

But about eight o'clock on that dark 
Christmas Eve, Maude's old klaxon 
horn squawked up Oxnard Street and 
echoed through the pepper trees. It 
took nothing more to assure his family 
that the prospector was home from the 
hills. 0 
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GOOD READIN' 
Tales of Borax Smith, Sarah Olds and the ancients. 

Twenty Miles From a Match 
by Sarah E. Olds 
University of Nevada Press, Reno 
182 pages, $5 .95, paperback 

Sarah Olds had five children and an 
ailing husband when she decided her 
dream of a ranch of her own could be a 
reality-through homesteading. Oh, 
there would be problems: her husband 
A.J. "Daddy" Olds had never ranched 
and he had little strength from years in 
the mines; her children must be 
educated, and there were no schools 
near Tule Mountain where land was 
available for homesteading; money was 

scarce, for a chicken farm on the out­
skirts of Reno was their home after 
Daddy was forced by "miner's lungs" 
to quit the mines. But Mom Olds had 
faith that her dream would come true. 

Twenty Miles From A Match is her 
story of their homesteading days, told 
with humor and pride. Somehow the 
schooling seemed most important, and 
through finagling and persistence Sarah 
got her own school district and eventu­
ally educated all six children (the baby 
was born during the homestead years) . 

Money came initially through the 
sale of seasonal game and furs to 
people in Reno 35 miles away, then 
cattle and more ranchlike produce. The 
prosperity of the ranch seems secondary, 
however, when sandwiched between 

G & C IS YOUR ONE STOP STOVE SHOP! 
We have all the products you need to install your wood stove at competitive prices 
and our trained salespeople can answer any of your questions which may arise. 

We also carry these fine lines of wood 
stoves and heaters: 

STOVE 

All METALBESTOS products in stock 15% off regular price 
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anecdotes and close calls with the ele­
ments, and Mom's good natured manip­
ulation of Daddy. 

The story actually covers only about 
20 of Sarah aids' 88 long and active 
years. With Leslie Zurfluh (Sarah aids' 
daughter who wrote the foreward) 
filling us in on Sarah's complete story, 
we can only stand in awe of Mom aids 
who packed so many lifetimes into one. 

-Olivia Mandel 

The Story of the Mine 
by Charles Howard Shinn 
Unive rsity of evada Press, Reno 
277 pages, $6.50, paperback 

I would never have said that Nevada 
needed still another history of the 
Comstock until I read Charles Howard 
Shinn's The Story of the Mine. But then, 
it's not just another history of the 
Comstock. It' s one of the first and most 
curious. 

The book originally appeared in 
1910 as part of D. Appleton's Story of 
the West Series. The University of 

evada Press has reprinted it as the 
firs t volume in its Vintage evada 
Series, with which series editor Mary 
Ellen Glass hopes "to revive the liter­
ature and the history of Nevada's early 
years to the end that the days, and the 
books, will be readily available to all." 

Shinn's history represents vintage 
Nevada well, filled as it is with 
fascinating quirks and extravagances. 
Readers may lose their way at times in 
Shinn's leisurely, purpling prose, but 
the book will reward persistence. 

Its first (and ironic) appeal grows 
out of Shinn's attempt to wring myth 
out of the Comstock. Almost to the 
point of silliness, he portrays the 

The Wonderful 
Touch of Tile. 
It's Potter's Touch and it's turning up 
everywhere in today's elegant homes. And no 
wonder. It's created from special clays fired to a 
rich, deep glaze. 

There's a variety of decorator colors to choose 
from and you can see them now at Ceramic 
Tile Center. Visit our showroom and see what's 
new in ceramic tile. 

Ceramic Tile Center 323 Freeport Blvd. Sparks, NV 
359-6770 

A 
Step Above 
the Rest in 

Reno's Beautiful 
Southwest 

.y; 

826-7523 
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GOOD READ IN' 
(Continued from previous page) 

mining there as an heroic struggle with 
the elements, a struggle which succeed­
ed (and will again) despite the block­
headedness of early prospectors and 
the rapacity of speculators. 

Most of the book reworks earlier 
writings, but Shinn improves them by 
adding interviews with survivors of 
Comstock days-"ancients," he calls 
them. The snatches of idiomatic dialog 
culled thereby-the anecdotes and 
vivid, first-hand descriptions-carry the 
book, even if not all the ancients' con­
tributions are precisely reliable. They 
slip in genuine wit and pathos enough 
to temper Shinn's flights of imagination 
and figure-flourishing. Everything else­
the historical narrative, statistics, sci­
ence, political reports- is standard 
treatment. 

A product of the times, The Story of 
the Mine cannot help fusing the 19th 
century West's hyperbolic imagination 
and rough practicality to produce an 
atmosphere that seems truer and fresher 
than any modern, authoritative history. 
Readers new to Comstock lore would 
do well to start with Shinn's book- but 
not to stop the re. - Roger Smith 

The Story of Candelaria and 
Its Neighbors 
by Hugh A. Shamberger 
Nevada Historical Press 
Paperback, $10, plus SO¢ each for 
handling. 

A good storyteller is always welcome 
around the campfire, and it is a 
pleasure to see Hugh Shamberger in 
print once more, this time with his 
entertaining tales of Candelaria and her 
neighboring towns. 

The former state water engineer has 
researched a period, the 1880s and 
1890s, when the Columbus Mining 
District was the liveliest going between 
the decline of the Comstock and Jim 
Butler's explosion of 1900. He has 
interviewed survivors and descendents, 
poured over historic maps and old 
newspapers. He has explored old 
tracks and forgotte n ruins by jeep and 
shank's mare and airplane, and recon­
structed the " how" as well as the "why" 
of several gargantuan enterprises. 

One example was procurement of 
water. Candelaria, central ca mp of the 

A juried show open to serious 
photographers of Nevada subject matter. 
NEVADA 81 will be a professional quality 
exhibition showcasing some of the best 
photographers in the West. 

Inevadla 811 
Cash awards will total $ t ,000 and winning photographs will 
be exhibited from March through December t 98 t 
Last year's exhibition was seen by 50 ,000 people. 

Subjects: Nevada ghost towns, nature, people, events, 
industry, landscapes, contemporary communities 
and potpourri. 

E.ntry fees: $2 per print, $ t for each slide. 

Send for entry blanks and list of rules no later than 
November 25, t 980 to: NORTHEASTERN NEVADA MUSEUM, 

Attendon: NEVADA 81 , Post Office Box 503, 
Elko, Nevada 89801, (702) 738-3418. 
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district, was bone-dry. 50 its intrepid 
planners rammed a pipeline ditch 19 
miles cross-country fro m Pickhandle 
Gulch to the White Mou ntains, tapping 
canyon springs for Candelaria's water 
supply. 

The water alleviated many of the 
parched camp's problems, among them 
the choking dust from dry batteries in 
the Princess Mill at the head of the 
main street. Ingenuity and plain hard 
labor had won that battle. 

Clustered near the present Mineral­
Esmeralda county line, this group of 
mining towns- Candelaria, Columbus, 
Belleville, Marietta, Coaldale, Metallic 
City, 50daville- all were interrela ted 
and people moved freely between 
them for a variety of reasons. F.M. 
"Borax" Smith began at Teel's Marsh, 
in Marietta, and he and others later 
harvested the cotton ball mineral at 
Columbus and Rhod es March below 
Sodaville. The Northern Belle's ore was 
crushed and refined first at Columbus, 
then in the Belleville Mills seven miles 
from Candelaria. Mt. Diablo ore, after a 
few tons were run through the mill at 
Columbus, was then transported to the 
company's new mill at Soda (later 
50daville) , bypassing the Belleville 
operlltions. The Princess Mill erected 
in Candelaria not only took ca re of that 
mine's ore but also entered the water 
business, administering the long pipe­
line and re ervoir from the White 
Mountains. 

An impressive series of photographs 
illustrate why so many surrounding 
slopes are treeless-uncounted cords 
were sacrificed to keep the mills of 
Be llev ille going. Lavish use of rare and 
unpublished photographs carry the 
reade r directl y into the old towns and 
their dwellers. 

Shamberger's easy style and evident 
enthusiasm also bring to life the folk 
who people the places- promoters, 
miners, saloonkeepers, editors; hotel 
and restaurant proprietors, musicians, 
bankers, prospectors. Bad me n spill 
over from Bodie, but come to grief in 
Candelaria. Blue Dick Hartman, late of 
Lida, plays a classic joke on Shag nasty 
Joe in McKissisk's Saloon. 

Chris Zabriskie's taut mustache flirts 
from the page, while Borax Smith 
sta res wonderingly from the past. 
Steam tractors and trim locomotives 
confront lowly mule and burro trains. 
One wonders at the sheer effo rt men 
spent in the ea rch for si lver and gold. 
But ene rgy and determination were 
never in short suppl y in evada. 

-Nallelia S. Doughty 





By C.}. Hadley 

Stick 'Em State Seal 
Decal of the state seal, 3", gray and white 
on blue. Send SASE and 50 cents to 
Nevada Magazine Seal, Capitol Complex, 
Carson City, NV. 89710. 

Heavy Reading 
Brass-plated steel bookends made by 
Bonanza Nut & Bolt of Reno. Bookends 
weigh 25 pounds, are 41/2" tall, and cost 
$160 a pair. Available from Schilling's, 
Park Lane Center, Reno. 

Silver State Diamond 
A diamond cut in the shape of Nevada. 
A great investment, a terrific gift. Price 
range $200-$10,000 depending on 
quality, size and color. Please give three 
week's notice. Write: Madeleine Ludel, 
Ludel's Jewelry, 1452 S. Hwy. 395, 
Gardnerville, NV. 89410 or call 
702-782-2646. 

Don't Forget the No-Doz 
Nevada's editors will speak at your event 
about the magazine, the state and fishing 
Mud Lake. Cost: $5,000 per day, plus 
expenses. Discounts for engagements in 
Hawaii and Mexico. Send outline of 
desires to Nevada Magazine Speakers, 
Capitol Complex, Carson City, 
NV. 89710. 
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Backcountry Atlas 
Nevada Map Atlas, useful for all 
outdoorsmen- rockhounds, 
fisherpeople and hunters. Shows main 
roads, jeep tracks and other dirt roads, 
plus ghost towns, ranches, springs, lakes, 
creeks, and intermittent streams. 
Produced and published by Nevada 
Department of Transportation. Third 
Edition! Send $8 to NDOT, 1263 South 
Stewart St., Carson City, NV. 89712. 

"Battle Born" Flag 
Nevada's blue and silver "Battle Born" 
state flag in nylon and wool. Reinforced 
heading with metal grommets, fast 
colors. 3'x5', $30; or 4'x6', $40. Send 
check to Nevada Magazine Flag, Capitol 
Complex, Carson City, NV. 89710. 

Nevada at Heart 
Nevada Blue suspenders, with Nevada 
Magazine logo imprinted over the heart 
in white. 2" wide, in three sizes: Ladies 
and Youth's, 36" long, up to 5' height; 
Regular, 42" long, up to 6' height; and 
Extra Long, 48" long. $6.50 per pair. 
Send check to Nevada Magazine 
Suspenders, Capitol Complex, Carson 
City, NV. 89710. 

Gaming Boutique 
Gaming table layouts for 21, poker and 
craps, plus Harrah's Gaming Guide. Price 
range: $2-$225 for endless game 
combinations. Available at Emporium 
(San Francisco), Sakowitz (Houston), 
Bloomingdale's (New York), Frederick 
& Nelson (Seattle), Penney's, Joskes 
(Houston), Macavley's (Detroit), and 
John Wanamaker (Philadelphia) . Will be 
advertised in Christmas catalogs for 
Liberty House, I Magnin, Carson Pirie 
Scotts (Chicago), Woodward & Lothrop 
(Washington DC), Kroch's & Brentano's 
(Chicago), Macy's of California, 
Gottschalk's (Fresno). If you can't find 
one, write Harrah's Press Relations, P.O. 
Box 10, Reno, NV. 89504. 

Sagebrush Sprig 
Nevada's most popular flowering plant 
smells as good as lavendar in clothes 
closet and drawers, especially when 
rubbed between fingers. Not guaranteed. 
Cut from editor's yard in Carson Valley. 
Can be used in moderation in cooking 
(taste of natural Nevada sage can bite) . 
Send SASE and 50 cents to Nevada 
Magazine Sagebrush, Capitol Complex, 
Carson City, NV. 89710. 

Bet On It Pin 
A beautiful, full-color enameled lapel pin 
with the words, "Nevada, Bet on it." 
$1.50 each. Send order to Nevada 
Nevada Magazine Bet On It Pin, Capitol 
Complex, Carson City, NV. 89710. 

V.I.P. Parks Permit 
Gift certificate for a Nevada State Parks 
annual permit. Allows the holder 
entrance, camping and boat launch 
privileges (which normally costs 
between $2 and $4 per visit) in Nevada's 
20 state parks for up to a year. 
Certificates cost $20 and are redeemable 
at any state park for the actual permit. 
Send $20 to "Nevada Division of State 
Parks," Attn. Peggy Clark, Capitol 
Complex, Carson City, NV. 89710. 



Gift from the Other 
Mustang Ranch 
For a friend with a bronc busting 
character and a heart of gold, the ultimate 
pet- a Nevada Mustang. Under 
"Adopt-a-Horse," a Bureau of Land 
Management program, you can adopt a 
stray mustang and give it a good home for 
life. The price is right: cost of a vet check 
(approximately $20). For applications 
and information about eligibility, write 
Palomino Valley Wild Horse Corral, P.O. 
Box 3270, Sparks, NY. 89431. 

Wine & Dine with the Chefs 
of Las Vegas 
One hundred favorite recipes of the great 
chefs of America'S most exciting city. 
Soft cover, $6.95. Send check to Las Vegas 
Chefs Assn., 3221 Tonopah Avenue, 
North Las Vegas, NY. 89030. 

The Latest in Leisure Suits 
One suit of medieval armor available 
for very tall person who can carry 70 
pounds of clothing around. Includes 
sword. From MGM Nostalgia Shop, 
MGM Grand, Reno. Price $3,995.95. 

Cruiser's Special 
Tour Nevada in high-performance 
luxury in your own Ferrari 308 GTSI. 
Only $56,000. On display at Modem 
Classic Motors on Mill Street in Reno. 
Ask for Michael. 

Hot Air Map 
Nevada Aeronautical Chart (sought by 
many years in the making). For pilots, 
friends of pilots, people who want to see 
Nevada in a new light, or the heck of it. 
Send $3.75 to Nevada Department of 
Economic Development, Aeronautical 
Chart Section NM, Capitol Complex, 
Carson City, NY. 89710. 

"One Call Does It All" 

LAS VEGAS 
HOTEL-MOTEL ROOMS 

CALL NOW! 

Toll Free Nationwide 
1-800-634-3466 (except Nevada) 

local (702) 732-2895 

Clearing hou.e for La. Vega. 
Hotel/ Motel Room. 

(F .... S.nlc.) 

• Don" Ito III.appolntH 
• Don" .a.1o II .... 
• Don" .a.1o onor" 

Go Directly To Hotel/Motel 
Scenic Tours • Air Tours • Weddings 
Cor Rentals • Group Arrangements 

All Inclusive Packages 
Show Reservations.Condominiums 

All American Reservations 
1-800-634-3466 

WEILL HELP YOU DO IT RIGHT! 
Commercial Hardware leads the way in ENERGY SAVINGS ... 

Also: fireplace tools, 
stove pipe and insulating 

products - asbestos, 
r--;'_) furnace cement, p / pipe wrap 

• Magic Heat Circulators 
• Stove Boards 
• Metalbestos Pipe & Accessories 
• Asbestos Sheets & Tape 
• Stove Pipe & Accessories 
• Furnace Cement 
• Stove Polish 
• Fireplace Screens & Doors 
• Tool Sets 
• Soot Remover -~n~ SHOP WHERE THE COMPLETE PACKAGE IS AVAILABLE 

DISTRIBUTOR OF SCHRADER. ASHLEY AND CAST IRON STOVES 

500 East 4th Street 
Store Hours:' 

Reno. Nevada 329·0231 M-F: 8-5:30, SAT: 9-5 subject to stock on hand 
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TRAVEL GUIDE 
HOOVER DAM 

FOR A 

CLOSER LOOK 

~. 
TO REALLY SEE 

GRAND CANYON 
HOOVER DAM 

BAUER HELICOPTERS , INC. 

FLYING DAILY FROM 
GOLD STRIKE INN 

HWY. 93 
NEAR HOOVER DAM 

FOR INFORMATION CALL 

(702) 293-4022 

RENO 

LUKE'S ... 
Nevada's Finest 
CaUlera Store. 
Ser~ring Northern 
Nevada for 
59 years. 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
ltlaiJ and Phone Orders 
823-2333 

4966 So. Virginia 
(near Kietzke Lane) 
RENO 
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WILDHORSE 

lildharse 
Baach Ii Besart 

Ice Fishing 
Snowmobiling A­
Cross Country Skiing 

Restaurant · Bar· Ice' Rooms 
Mobile Home Rentals ' Boat Rentals 
RV Park , Horses ' Laundry Room 

Showers & Restrooms 
Private airport with 5500 ft . runway 

Fishing & Hunting licenses 
Archie & Betty Corbari 

Your Hosts 

65 miles north of Elko 
Phone: Northfork 6471 or 6472 thru 
Elko or, write for brochure and rates: 

Via : Elko, Nevada 89801 

£lifO 

ELKO, NEVADA 

Big name entertainment 
First class accommodations 
Color TV 
Swimming pool 
Air conditioned 
Convention facilities 
Indoor parking 
Coffee shop and bar 

STOCKMEN 'S 
MOTOR HOTEL 

P. O. Box 270 
Elko, NV 89801 
(702) 738-5141 

JACKPOT 

RESORT CASINOS 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

u. S. Highway 93 
North Is short 
route to Craters 

...-- of the Moon 
National 
Monument In 

(".adu) f.)abi) Idaho also to 

& Yellowstone and 
Grand Teton mmmmmmlDLU National Parks. 

'Indoor Mall 'Convenllon Center 
'Motels 'Restaurants 'lunch Counter 
'Dlnlng·Show Room 'Cocktail 
lounges 'Country Store 'Package 
liquor 'Gin Shops 'Beauty Parlor 
'Child Care Center 'Medical CliniC 
'laundry· Dry Cleaning 'Post onlCl 
'Golf 'Tennls'Plnball·Bllllards Room 
'Meeting Rooms 'Mlle· long Airport 
'RV Hookups 'Auto Mechanic 'Over· 
night Horn Pens 'Homing Pigeon lon 
'Tackle Shop 'Hunllng·Flshlng 
Guides 

For Motel Reservations 
Can (702) 755·2321 

For inlOflNClOM wrle: Cart H~en. Box 528 

JACKPOT. NV 89825 
Plateau Country 

On US Highway 93 at Idaho Border 

BOULDER Crry 

Follow The Sun 

Thrifty Food and Lodging 

Chamber of Commerce 
Boulder City, NV 89005 

(702) 293-2034 



LAS VEGAS 

OVERTON 

.,.. 

.~ 
DISCOVER 

. SCENIC 
~~ ~MOAPA 

if VALLEY 
Overton arm of Lake Mead 

Fishing, Boating, 
Waterskiing, Camping 

Lost City Museum 

Entrance to Valley of Fire 

Warm Springs Recreation Area 

4800·foot lighted airstrip 

For information contact : 
Moapa Valley 

Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 361 Overton, NV 89040 

(702) 397 -8088 

CAIlSON Crry 

C
TheNew 
arson 

Hot Springs 
Resort & Health Spa 
882-9863 

- 10 Private Hot Baths 

- Large Mineral Pool 
- Massage and Exercise Room 
- Supper Hou e & Saloon 
- RV Park 

CAIlSON Crry 

r O¢O ~ 
Crossroads of Nevada 

DON'T MISS THE 
FRIENDLIEST 

CAPITAL CITY 
IN THE WEST. 

([t.::~"~~~~·~' ~'A~m;, 702-882-1565 

WINNEMUCCA 

Motel 
SCOTT 
SHADY 
COURT 
("Your Home Away From Home. 'J 

70 UNITS, ALL HAVING 
STEAM HEAT & AIR CONDITIONING 
DIRECT DIAL TELEPHONES 
COLOR TELEVISION 
INDOOR, HEATED POOL 

FOR YEAR- 'ROUND SWIMMING 
SAUNA BATH 
CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND 

3 BLOCKS OFF HWY 9S 
2 BLOCKS NORTH OF 

WINNEMUCCA BOULEVARO (I-SO) 
AT PAVILION & FIRST STREETS 

P.O. BOX 672 (702) 623-3646 

WINNEMUCCA 

NEVADA'S #1 
CONVENTION & 
FUN TOWN! 
WINNEMUCCA!! 

THE NEW FRONTIER 
OF THE OLD WEST! 
Obviously, this ad isn't 
going to convince you to 
hold your next group 
meeting or Convention in 
Winnemucca . But the 
next step is to get more 
information. 
Write or Call for a Convention Brochure: 

WINNEMUCCA 
CONVENTION 
BUREAU 
Nixon Building 
Winnemucca, NV 89445 
(7021 623-5071 
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Bar and Restaurant 

DELUXE 
ROOMS 

OUR FAMOUS 
"MIX OR MATCH II 
NEW YORK STEAK 

or 
PRIME RIB 

Twa Complete Dinners 

$5.95 

Steak N' Eggs 
$1.35 

'50,000 Keno 
For'1 .00 

FIRST PIANO IN CAMP 
(Continued from page 31) 

"He calls the turn every time on the 
upper end of the board," responded a 
man with a stack of chips in his hand. 

The player wandered off into the old 
ballads they had heard at home. All the 
sad and melancholy, and touching 
songs that came up like dreams of 
childhood, this unknown player drew 
from the keys. His hands kneaded their 
hearts like dough, and squeezed out 
the tears as from a wet sponge. As the 
strains flowed one upon the other, they 
saw their homes of long ago reared 
again; they were playing once more 
where the apple blossoms sank through 
the soft air to join the violets on the 
green turf of the old ew England 
States; they saw the glories of the 
Wisconsin maples and the haze of the 
Indian summer, blending their hues 
together; they recalled the heather of 
Scottish hills, the white cliffs of Britain, 
and heard the sullen roar of the sea as 
it beat upon their memories, vaguely. 
Then came all the old Christmas carols, 
such as they had sung in church thirty 
years before; the subtile music that 
brings up the glimmer of wax tapers, 
the solemn shrines, the evergreens, 
holly, mistletoe, and surpliced choirs. 
Then the remorseless performer plant­
ed his final stab in every heart with 
"Home, Sweet Home." 

When the player cea ed, the crowd 
slunk away from him. There was no 
more revelry and devilment left in his 
audience. Each man wanted to neak 
off to his cabin and write the old folk a 
I tter. Th day wa breaking as the la t 
man left the place, and the player, 
laying hi head down on the piano, fell 
a leep. 

") say, pard," said Goskin, "don't 
you want a little rest?" 

") feel tired," the old man said. 
"Perhaps you'll let me rest here for the 

matter of a day or so." 
He walked behind the bar where 

some old blankets were lying, and 
stretched himself upon them. 

"I feel pretty sick. I guess I won' t last 
long. I've got a brother down in the 
ravine-his name's Driscoll. He don't 
know I'm here. Can you get him before 
morning? I'd like to see his face once 
before I die." 

Goskin started up at the mention of 
the name. He knew Driscoll well. 

"He your brother? I'll have him here 
in half an hour." 

As he dashed out into the storm the 
musician pressed his hand to his side 
and groaned, Goskin heard the word 
"Hurry!" and sped down the ravine to 
Driscoll's cabin. It was quite light in the 
room when the two men returned. 
Driscoll was pale as death. 

"My God! I hope he's alive! I 
wronged him when we lived in England 
twenty years ago." 

They saw the old man had drawn 
the blankets over his face. The two 
stood a moment, awed by the thought 
that he might be dead. Goskin lifted 
the blanket and pulled it down aston­
ished. There was no one there! 

"Gone!" cried Dri coli, wildly. 
"Gone!" echoed Goskin, pulling out 

his cash drawer. "Ten thousand dollars 
in the sack, and the Lord knows how 
much loose change in the drawer!" 

The next day the boys got out, 
followed a horse's tracks through the 
now, and ;ost them in the trail leading 

toward Pioche. 
There was a man missing from the 

camp. It was the three-card monte man, 
who used to deny point-blank that he 
could play the scale. One day they 
found a wig of white hair, and called to 
mind that the "stranger" had pushed 
those locks back when he looked 
toward the ceiling for inspiration, on 
that cold December night. 0 
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'WHY NEVA I'A? Silver State 

Several months ago the Nevada 
Department of Economic Develop­

ment asked the question "Why Neva­
da?" of the state's elementary and 
junior high school students. More than 
700 youngsters from throughout the 
state responded with their own versions 
of a "Why Nevada?" poster. 

As Nevada schools closed last Spring, 
a battery of judges reached the conclu­
sion that the poster offering which 
most interestingly answered the ques­
tion was that of Chris Roundtree, a 
seventh grade student at Sparks Middle 
School. Accordingly, Gov. Robert List 
presented Chris with his award before 
cheering classmates at the Sparks 
school. 

As the illustrations show, young 
Nevadans showed imagination almost 
without bounds in expressing interest 
in their state. Posters from various 
counties are now being used by local 
organizations to promote their own 
areas and popular features. 

The contributions of these young­
sters are a welcome addition to the 
Nevada perspective. 

- Walter E. MacKenzie 
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youngsters offer 700 reasons. 
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The winning " Why Nevada?" poster (far 
left) by 7th grader Chris Roundtree of 
Sparks Middle School, and Governor 
Robert List presenting Chris his award. 
Also on hand, from left to right, were 
principal Louis Mendive and Chris' par­
ents, Diana and David Roundtree. 

Excellence awards were won by other 
Nevada youngsters for their striking post­
ers. Clockwise from upper left: 

A marvelous trio of mountain peaks by 
2nd grader Tracy Seamons of the Beo­
wawe School in Eureka County. 

Yellourleafed trees by Princess McCoy of 
the George E. Harris 1st grade in Las 
Vegas . 

The state's industry and wildlife are the 
subjects of Jacob Schmitt, 2nd grader at 
the Duckwater School in Nye County. 

The sun and entertainers star in poster by 
5th grader Kyle Wright, also of the George 
E. Harris School in Las Vegas. 
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Bottle digging brings rewards like bottles, coins and other treasures. Most hunters 
probe with long steel rods before breaking ground. 

NEVADA BOTTLES 
(Continued from page 18) 

1861 to 1869 and advertised delivery to 
all parts of the country by wagon or 
stage. Although his blob-top bottle 
does not say "Virginia City," it is still 
highly prized because of the beautiful 
bluegreens of the glass. 

Boom towns of .the early 1900s 
bottled sodas in the newer crown-top 
style, similar to the metal caps used 
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today. Among them are sodas from Las 
Vegas, Goldfield, Winnemucca, Yering­
ton and Sparks. Some turn dark purple 
and are considered real finds by 
collectors. 

Among the rarest are sodas from Las 
Vegas. M. Pollard and J. J. Tuckfield 
bottled soda in their own bottles, 
accounting for two of the three bottles 
embossed with the name Las Vegas. 
Tuckfield probably ran the first bottling 

works in Las Vegas, opening the 
Uncoln County Bottle Works in 1905 
on Wilson Avenue. Tuckfield changed 
the business name several times, finally 
settling on Las Vegas Bottling Works. 
This soda bottle is extremely rare. 

The Best By A Dam Site 
The only other embossed bottle 

from Las Vegas caused some contro­
versy in its time. When Boulder Dam 
was being built in the early 1930s, 
Boulder Products, the local Coca-Cola 
representative, decided to make a com­
memorative bottle. The soda read, "The 
Best By A Dam Site, Boulder Products, 
Las Vegas, Nev., Coca Cola Bottling 
Co." According to one source, the main 
Coca-Cola office in Atlanta, Georgia, 
officially disapproved of the slogan but 
continued to let the company bottle 
fruit-flavored soda for a short time. The 
bottle is fairly common but highly 
sought by Coke collectors. 

However, the most desired Nevada 
bottles seem to be embossed whiskey 
flasks and fifths, which are extremely 
rare, from the towns of Eureka, Elko, 
Tonopah, Virginia City, Reno and 
Carson City. Like the Thomas Taylor & 
Co. bottle, they often command high 
prices. 

At the present, there are known to 
be 147 different Nevada merchant 
names embossed on whiskey, soda, 
drugstore, milk and other bottles from 
24 Nevada towns. Most appeared 
between 1861 and 1915, with the milk 
bottles generally dating from 1920 to 
1930. There are only one or two known 
specimens of some bottles, and a 
complete collection in anyone of the 
categories of whiskey (14) , sodas (30) , 
drugstores (54) or milk bottles (38) has 
yet to be assembled. 

So look again at that pretty bottle in 
your windowsill, or pull out that box of 
old bottles you stashed away years ago. 
You may be holding a valuable piece of 
Nevada heritage in your hand. 0 

Fred Holabird of Reno is a minerals exploration 
geologist and leading Nevada bottle collector. With Jack 
Haddock he is c()oauthor o/"The Nevada Bottle Book," 
1979. His embossed Nevada collection, including 
variants, numbers more than 300 bottles. 



EMPORIUM 
Musicareer 

Consultants 
FOR TALENT IN THE 

MUSIC INDUSTRY 

Production 
Coordinators 

Ward Johns 
205 Vassar St. 
Reno, Nevada 89502 
(702) 323-4004 

f3tone * ~G ...... .. 
BroPQ~ 

Frank Sorkin 
(Scooby) 

6515 Sunset Blvd., Suite 302 
Los Angeles, Calif., 90028 
(213) 461-9975 

Serving all of 
Northern Nevada 

Residential 
Commercial 
Raw Land 

Business Opportunities 
Properties available in Reno , Carson 
City. Lovelock. Fallon. and Ely area . 

Dave Tilfords 
DESEBT MOUNTAIN 
BEALTY 

(702) 883-1404 m DAY OR NIGHT L..J:::! 710 N . Walsh Street, 

REALTOR'" Carson City. NV 89701 

UHISTORIC~ 

VIG~ORIA"S 
WEDDING 
CHAPELS 

ALWAYS OPEN 
Choice of 8 Chapel 

settings on 
Victorian Square 

882-1736 
All Wedding Accessories 
Gay 90's Photo Setting 

Corner of 2nd 
and Curry, 

Carson City, Nevada 
(2 blocks north of 

Ormsby House Hotel) 

FREE PARKING LOT -
BEHIND THE 24 HR. 

COURTHOUSE 
~~~. 

• 

NEVADA FIRST THRIFT 

SAVINGS 
We guarantee you 
our high savings 
on a Statewide 

basis in 
@ NEVADA ... 

LOANS 
• REAL ESTATE . MOBILE HOMES . 
• CONSOLIDATE BILLS . AUTO • 

$2,500 to $50,000 
(net) (or more) 

NEVADA FIRST 
THRIFT STATEWIDE 

RENO LAS VEGAS (3) CARSON CITY 
WINNEMUCCA ELY HENDERSON 

INCLINE VllLAGE FAllON NO. LAS VEGAS 
SPARKS HKO 

DIRECT from 
NEVADA 

BOLD 
specimen 

SILVIR 
cryst a l 

both only SaOO 
postpaid 

s atisfactio n 
guaranteed return 

INco 
P. O. Box 304 

Silver Springs . NV 89429 

NS 
SHOW SOME CLASS 

with a tastv. custom designed 
inllial dlsplav disc on your car. 
motorc.vcle or boat 2 or 3 black 
lellu~ sealed 10 a tough. selr· 
adhering. glossy. vinvl sandWich 

ilver With black trim Diameter IS 

1·58" Appli allon IS easy to most 
~mooth , c.lpan, rlat surraces 55 .00 
Iplu~ JOe tax ror Calirornia resl­
dent~l - About 3 \\eeks dt'hver\ 

SMITH & JONES GRAPHIC 
1'0. Box 1921 True k ... • CA QS734 

Your iOltlo,l, 

.l(ldn· .... 

tih 
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CLASSIFIED 
BOOKS 

"NEVADA CLASSICS" 

In Search of Nevada Treasure 
$4.95 

Nevada Historical Marker 
Guidebook 

$4.95 
(postpaid money back guarantee) 

Falcon Hill Press 
Box 1431 
Sparks, NV 89431 702-359-5893 

KELLEY OF THE TRIUNE by Clel 
Georgetta. The biography of a famous 
sheep dog from the TRIU E RANCH in 
eastern N evada-a love story of a dog and a 
man. Hardback. $7.95. Venture Publishing 
Co., Ltd., P.O. Box 2422, Reno, NV 89505. 

THE LEGEND OF JULIA BULETTE 
AND THE RED LIGHT LADIES OF 
NEVADA. 32 pp, profusely illustrated. 
The true story of one of Nevada's great 
legends. $2.95 plus 55¢ postage. Glencoe 
Books, Box 10853, Reno, NV 89510. 

NEW YEAR SPECIAL-1981 Nevada 
Calendars are available now. Rare histori­
cal photos in duotone, plus ghost town map. 
Full format 21"x14" Only $3.00 ($3.95 
newsstand). Nevada Magazine Calendar, 
Capitol Complex, Carson City, NV 89710. 

CAMELS IN THE WEST, by Deane & 
Peggy Robertson, 16-page newly research­
ed booklet on imported camels at work in 
19th Century Washoe and the West. Rare 
illustrations. $2.95 at quality stores in 
Nevada and California. Arcade House, P.O. 
Box 214744, Sacramento, CA 95821. 

TRAVEL NEVADA THE WEST 
THE WORLD through books. Little 
Professor Book Center, 949 West Moana 
Lane, Reno, NV 89509. 702-825-0848. 
Owned and operated by Nevadans. 

"TALES OF TAHOE" by Dave Stollery, 
Lake Tahoe newspaper columnist. 250 
pages of Tahoe history and legend. Illus­
trated. Order through Little Professor Book 
Ctr. $11.80 postpaid (See ad above.) 
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CAMPING 

CARSON HOT SPRINGS RV PARK. 
Motorhome/trailers. Water, toilets, show­
ers, phone. Hot baths, pool, massage, res­
taurant and lounge. Min. fee $3. 1500 Hot 
Springs Rd., Carson City, 702-882-9863 . 

COLLECTOR'S ITEMS 

PRECISE MAPS OF OLD WESTERN TOWNS 
The 13·sheet V.IRGINIA CITY 1890 Map Folio ($16 ppd) 
shows the outline, use, and other deta ils of buildings. 
A similar 6·sheet BENIC IA 1886 Map Folio is $10 ppd. 
Su itable for research, gift, or display, each sheet is 
19"x25". 1"=55'; mailej rolled . Microfilm prints of 
other towns, $2/sht. Eval. pkt. $2 . Prices incl p/h/tx. 
VlAD SHKURKIN, PUBLISHER (415) 232·7742 

6025 Rose Arbor, San Pablo, CA 94806 

Carson City Silver Dollars. Minted in 
the 1880's. Never circulated. Sealed in U.S. 
Government display cases. $97 ppd. Rich­
ard Ingraham, Box 143, San Ramon, CA 
94583. 

COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

Aerial Photography: Stock Photos of 
Western Nevada. Don Dondero, Box 52, 
Reno, V 89509. Phone (702) 825-7348. 

DOGS 

RENEE'S ALL BREED PET GROOM­
ING: AKC Toy Breed Christmas puppies 
available, order early. 213 Sage Street, 
Carson City, V 89701. 702-883-1848. 

HOME 

NEVADA MAGAZINE CLASSIFIEDS 
Capitol Complex 
Carson City, NV 89710 (702) 885-5416 

HORSES 

LUCAS ARABIAN STUD 
Show and racing Arabians 

'~'7'~ for sale and lease. 
4~ KelloggiCrabbet 

~
~~y*- bloodlines. 

~lr~df' 
~ .{'!.~ 

.-::"ti ~, " Send for list: 

Lucas Arabian Stud, 
Fernley, v. 89408. (702) 575-2380. 

BON ACCORD QUARTER HORSES, 
2575 Casey Road, Fallon. Registered quar­
ter horses and paints. Standing at stud: 
RISK IT (#881208). Write: Myrtle Stewart, 
Box 1196, Fallon, V. 89406 or phone 702-
423-4476. 

INCORPORATION SERVICES 

INCORPORATE IN TAX-FREE NE­
V ADA! evada offers the best tax advant­
ages of all 50 states! You owe it to yourself, 
business or profession to send for these 
FREE exciting facts! Corporate Agents of 

evada, Inc. 1009 . Curry St. Dept. M, 
Carson City, NV 89701 , phone (702) 883-
2174. 

JEWELRY 

Ludel's Jewelry 
Invest in Diarnonds 

Open Monday-Saturday 
1452 S. Hwy. 395, Gardnerville (702) 782-2646 

Because Nevada is important to you 
you'll want to preserve your issues of evada 
Magazine in sturdy, hand orne binders. Each 
binder will hold 16 issues for ea y reference. 
Blue with ilver logo. Only $6.25 each. Nevada 
Magazine, Capitol Complex, Carson City, V 



MINING 

SPICER MINING 
COMPANY 

Evaluation, exploration, development of 
your mining property, under the prudent 
man concept. 

Located at the Boiling Pot Outfit, 8 miles 
north of Beatty on Hwy. 95. 

JIM SPICER, Mining Consultant 

P.O. Box 278, 
Beatty, evada 89003 

(702) 553-2388 

MORTAR & PESTLE, ~ gal size, 
in gray iron. A quality 
prospector's and assayer's 
tool. Instructions included 
Wt, 31~ lbs. 75 ppd. 
CHAD DRESSLER, 
Box 67, 

ilver City, V 89428 
Phone (702) 847·0519 

". 

REAL ESTATE 

BUYING A HOUSE IN LAS VEGAS? 
We have El Dumpos to the most elaborate. 
Las Vegas is one of the fastest growing 
cities in the U. . Call Mary Ellen at 702-
458-5050 or Joan 458-5747. Jack Matthews 
& Company Realtors, 702-456-1661. 

RESTAURANTS 

Sharkey's 
NUGGET 

Something for everyone 

PLUS THE GREATE T 
AND FINEST 

PRIME Rffi IN THE WORLD 
Hwy.395 

Gardnerville, evada 

WANT TO ADVERTISE? NEVADA MAGAZINE CLASSIFIEDS 

2" 
1-'h" 
1" 

RATES 

DISPLAY CLASSIFIED 
NOTE: Prices quoted are per insertIon 

For example a 2'lnch dIsplay classifIed, In every Issue, would cost $43 per ad x 6 - $258 

1-tlme 
$55 
$45 
$36 

2-tlmes 
$52 
$42 
$32 

3-tlmes 
$49 
$39 
$30 

4-tlmes 
$47 
$37 
$28 

5-tlmes 
$45 
$35 
$26 

6-tlmes 
$43 
$33 
$24 

(Logos and line shots, $10 extra per insertion; halftones, $25 extra per insertion.) 

REGULAR CLASSIFIED 

5 lines 
4 lines 
3 lines 

$30 
$24 
$18 

$28 
$22 
$17 

$26 
$20 
$16 

$24 
$18 
$15 

$22 
$16 
$14 

$20 
$14 
$13 

(34 characters per line including spaces and punctuation. Column widlh 2-'/.0".) 

Have your 6-time ad read by almost a million Nevada Magazine readers. 
Check or money order must accompany copy and be received not later than eight weeks prior 
to publication date. Example: July classifieds due May 1 st. No billings sent. All classfied ads 
are accepted at Publisher's discretion. 

Send orders to: Betty Govorchin, NEVADA MAGAZINE CLASSIFIED 
Capitol Complex, Carson City, NV 89710 

Name 

Address 

City 

Category 

My NEVADA CLASSIFIED: 

State 

Telephone 

Zip 

RESTAURANTS 

OVERLAND HOTEL: Serving Basque 
lunch and dinner. Closed Mondays. Locat­
ed at 691 South Main Street (Hwy. 395), 
Gardnerville, NV 89410. (702) 782-2138. 
Your host, Eusebio Cenoz. 

SKI RESORTS 

TAHOE DONNER: Base Altitude-6800; 
Vertical Drop-600; Lifts-2 chairs, 1 rope 
tow; Ticket price-$10; Ski Rentals; Food: 
lodging. Facilities for beginner, intermedi­
ate and advanced. (916) 587-6046. 

MT. ROSE: Base Altitude-8260; Verti­
cal drop-1460; Lifts-3 chairs, 2 surface; 
Ticket Price $14; Food; Day Lodge: facili­
ties for beginner, intermediate and ad­
vanced. (702) 849-0704. 

WESTERN STORES 

Western and English 
Outfitters 

Two locations in Northern evada: 

Western tore 
1020 E. 4th treet 

Reno 
329·9107 

Hitchin' Post 
3080 Hwy. 50 East 

arson City 
883-3633 

"Outfittenist Outfit in evada" 

THE CHAPARRAL WESTERN WEAR 
Featuring good old home courtesy and ervice 
and the best in western wear. 

HIRTS 
Tern Tex, Prior, Lee, Handler Fenton 

PANTS 
Prior, Lee, Wrangler, plus Western leisure 

and dress suits for men and women 
HATS 

Bailey, Resistol, Miller, Eddy Bro. 
BOOTS 

Tony Lama, Acme, Laramie 
Plu riding accessories 
Owner. Lou Ann Baker 

1104 . elli Blvd., Las Vegas, V 89110 
702-452-4041 

Complete ranch and irrigation supplies. 
Reno Ranch and Sprinkler Supply Co., 
1600 S. Virginia, Reno, NV 89502. 702-
826-5022. 
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An intimate glimpse of the 
memorabilia that helped make 
"Mr. Showmanship~' the world's 
most famous pianist and a legend 
in his own time. 

See the world's rarest piano 
collection, classic and 
customized automobiles ... plus a 
close-up look at the glittering and 
bejeweled million dollar 
wardrobe. 
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1775 Eaat TroplC.Da UUlt eaat of Paraellle) 
Lal Vegaa. Nevada 7021731· 1775 

OPENDAILY1000AM l0500PM 
Sunday lOOP M 1o 5 00 P M 

DONA liONS AdullS ' 3 50. Seniors ' 3 00. Children ' 2 00 
FREE PARKING 

DINING 
ELI(O 

EXCELLENT 
FAMILY STYLE 

BASQUE 
RESTAURANT 
STAR * HOTEL 

Dining Room 
European Style Food 

Specializing in 
our Famous Steaks 

ELKO, NEVADA 
ON THE CORNER 

OF 3rd AND SILVER 
(702) 738-9925 

ROOMS RENTED 

Dinner 5:30 - 9:30. Closed Sundays 
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THE DONNER PARTY 
(Continued from page 22) 

comfort. The oxen, untended, were 
rubbing off their packs against the tree­
trunks. By the time Stanton returned, 
the emigrants were half encamped, and 
only the strongest pressure could make 
them move. Twilight was already at 
hand. And Stanton's report was not the 
most encouraging; they could get 
through, he thought, if it did not snow 
any more. Sensing the crisis, some 
of the emigrants urged a bold push 
forward, but most of them were too 
exhausted to make a further effort. 

So they prepared to spend the night 
as best they could upon the snow. They 
gathered about the fire, and had some­
thing to eat. Then they laid blankets 
and buffalo-robes on the snow, put the 
children to bed bundled up as well as 
possible. The men and women huddled 
about, some making themselves beds, 
and some sitting crouched by the fire. 
They were too weary now; they would 
cross in the morning . 

Then it began to snow. 
The children slept as the snow 

covered their blankets warmly. The 
men and women also slept, or else 
drew close about the fire . One of the 

RENO 

TRY OUR 

LB. lEi YORE 
STEAE DIllER 

WITH ALL THE TRIMMINGS! 

"T~ I.C))A.C\\ J(JST~cfJ~ 

Indians stoically wrapped himself in 
his blanket, and all night stood leaning 
against a tree. Now and then a mother 
shook off the snow from the children's 
beds as it grew too deep. The night was 
freezing cold. The wind hissed . through 
the pine trees. The snow fell steadily 
and fast, mixed with cutting sleet. No 
one needed to say anything; all knew 
what had happened. By morning a foot 
of new snow had fallen. The drifts 
around them were ten feet deep. 

They turned back, and even working 
down-hill they had consumed the 
morning and the afternoon until four 
when they finally reached the cabin. 
The Donners had not yet come up. 
Back across the lake, as they looked 
through the darkening atmosphere of 
the short winter afternoon, they could 
see the solid rampart of the pass, a 
mass of snow unbroken except where 
bare precipices stood darkly out. It was 
November 4. The trap which had 
'clicked behind them at Fort Bridger 
had closed in front. 0 

From the book "Ordeal By Hunger" by George R. 
Stewart, published by Houghton Mifflin Company, 
Boston. Copyright C 1936, 1960 by George R. 
Stewart. Available in paperback ($2 .50) at many 
Nevada newsstands. 

RENO 

LOUIS & LORRAINE ERREGUIBLE'S 

AUTHENTIC BASQUE FOODS 
SERVED FAMILY STYLE 

LUNCHEON 11 :30 · 1:30· DINNER from 6 PM 

PRIVATE DINING ROOM FOR 
SPECIAL PARTIES 

Honorln" 
AMERICAN EXPRESS· VISA. DINERS CLUB 

MASTERCHARGE • CARTE BLANCHE 

Phone 323-7203 
301 EAST FOURTH STREET 
Free P.tk ing Just 3 Blocks Fr om CasinOS 
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