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Lake Tahoe Atlantic City 

'Harrah's 
gives you 

Star Treatment.' 
"Nothing comes close to 

Harrah's, and I've experienced 
every great place in the world. 
And that's straight as I can say it, 
man. Harrah's is definitely the 
top of the line." 

It takes a lot of different 
things to earn that kind of accolade 
from anybody, much less ammy 
Davis, Jr. 

Every Harrah's hotel is totally 
unique yet exactly the same. 

Each is different as the very 
special environment in which it's 
located. Harrah's Reno reflects 
the glitter and excitement of the 
city Harrah's Tahoe mirror 
the magnificence of the largest 
Alpine lake in North America. 
And Harrah's, the "Other" 
Atlantic City, expresses 

the wide open expan e of the marina, 
away from the Boardwalk. 

Yet all three Harrah's hotels and 
casinos reflect the exact same unmatched 
standards of service and excellence that 
have made Harrah's the number one 
name in gaming. 

yjve;~~~~ 

Harrah+s 
RENO/LAKE TAHOE 

800·648-5070 
Outside Nevada 
702-329-4422 
InSide Nevada 

ATLANTIC CITY 
(800) 257-8656 

Outside New Jersey 
(609) 441-5100 

InSide New Jersey 
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Editorial 

Of Boomtowns and Birdies 

I n this issue Nevada explores two sub­
jects that are new to the magazine and 

probably to many readers as well. 
One is the tiny river town of laugh­

lin, evada's outhernmost settlement. 
Laughlin i named for its modern-day 
founder, Don Laughlin, who in 15 years 
has turned a small tavern into a giant 
gambling resort and, in the process, 
gained six other casino as neighbors on 
the riverbank. For all its upward inten­
tions, Laughlin has Ie s than a hundred 
residents; there ju t i n' t any more room, 
for the town is surrounded by govern­
ment land. 

Whether or not Laughlin gets more 
elbowroom, its story i uniquely evada. 
See page 15 for "The Boomtown With 0 

Place to Go" by Bill Willard, a La Vega 
writer, actor and artist who has observed 
Laughlin, man and town, for many year. 

Another vi it to terra incognito begins 
on page 22. Thi i a guide to evada 
golf, a game at first glance that seems out 
of place in the land of de ert rat, hardy 
pioneer, cowboys, miner and no-ru t 
automobile . Golf u ually brings to mind 
country club awning, polite gallery ap­
plause, officials in green blazers- in 
hort, manner and money. But on the 

majority of evada cour e , the main 
financial con ideration is at the post­
round bet tally, and manner, as any 
duffer knows, usually don' t last beyond 
the parking lot and cause ulcers anyway. 

Indeed, in many way golf i perfectly 
suited to evada. Blue is the official 
color, but our state i be t known for the 
green felt of its gaming tables. Thus golf 
has a strong claim to being as true a 

evada game a crap , which has a much 
maller playing area. evada is, at its 

best, an outdoor tate. Golf' attraction i 
just that- the chance to enjoy fre hair, 
exercise and even observe the vast as ort­
ment of desert wildlife that lurk beyond 
the fairway . 

Golfer are often criticized for their 
clothe . But long before "Urban Cowboy," 
linksters pioneered modern w tern cloth­
ing. Pol e ter pant , hoe with cleats, rain 
jackets with name on the back, all in 
bright, unny yellow , pinks and blues. 
And headwear. Look at the guy at any 
truck top, con truction ite or ranch . 
They' re all wearing golf hats. 

We Silver Stater take pride in our 
rugged individuali m. Few ports require 
the true grit that golf doc . Take the 18-

handicapper on the tee. Trying to forget 
he's four-putted the last hole, h slam 
hi ball to kingdom come- 250 yards into 
the waist-high sagebrush on the right 
side of the fairway . 

But a ide from golf' credential as a 
true macho port, it is indeed a great 
game to play in evada. There are more 
than 40 courses, from the elegant layout 
of Tahoe, Reno and Vegas to the uper 
nine holers of Jackpot and Hawthorne. At 
a conservative estimate, mor than 1.2 
million round were played la t year by 
re ident and visitor . Among tho e 
players were Craig Stadler, this y ar's 
Tuc on Open winner and Incline re i­
dent, and Patty Sheehan, the R no 
woman who in 1981 was the LPGA's 
rookie of the year (see pag 34) . 

Golf' widespread if low-key popular­
ity was reflected in a recent poll of evada 
reader . Of outdoor activities, golf fini hed 
a trong second to fishing. Of course 
there are a number of lake where you 
can also play golf, but we neglected to 
include that in this issue's guide. 

Y u will find stories by golfers and ob­
server James McKimmey, Don Digilio, 
Frank Del\' Apa, Peter Benton and Jim 
Crandall. Associate editor Crandall barn-
tormed northern evada with two 

friend in a motorhome, playing 10 
cour es in eight days. He ay , "Som -
body had to do it. " That's ur Iy the 
Nevada spirit. 

ow if Laughlin could ju t find room 
for a golf cour e.-David E. Moore 

Special Note to 
Photog ra phers: 

The Fifth Annual Gr at evada 
Picture Hunt entry blanks, rule and 
Ii t of terrific prize (orne ca h) will 
be included in the Ma y/ June i ue. 

hoot now, ge t paid later.- JH 



Letters 

Subs, nukes and Alice 
Patrick O'Driscoll's story (The Great MX 
Di -Missile, Jan/Feb '82) explaining how 
the mi ile would shuttle around sounds 
like the fanta y of "Alice in Wonderland." 

A lot of us on the Mendocino Coast are 
disenchanted with the avy wanting to 
"bury" their ob olete nuclear subs off our 
coast. Somehow, we don't like the idea of 
our (and future generations') food con­
taminated by radioactive subs. 

A J. Filmer 
Westport, CA 

It seems you got carried away in the 
Jan/Feb issue. The Editorial on Atomic 
Test plus six pages on the controversial 
MX Mi He que tion was quite enough; 
but then we finish with the Atomic 
Cowboy, another controversial issue. 

I ay find another soap-box for these 
i sues and make evada Magazine "pack­
ed with features on travel, history, people, 
entertainment and western humor" (quote 
are yours). 

Ed Von Tobel, Jr. 
Las Vegas, V 

Sub Saved 
I had decided not to order again until I 
received th Jan/ Feb issue. Thi i an 
excell ent number, exactly as I like it to be. 

Mrs. Zelma Hardi on 
Reno, V. 

Insult to Gable 
[ have been subscribing to Nevada Maga­
zine since the '40s and never in all that 
time have I seen uch a horrible cover as 
on your ov/Dec '81 issue. This belongs 
on a two-bit rag, not on our beautiful 
magazine. Even if it was good art, which 
it isn't, it' an insult to the memory of 
both Gable and Lombard. Her face is 
distorted out of all proportion in ugly 
airbrush technique. Please, no more of 
such trash, you'll ruin the best magazine 
ever published by a state. I'm ashamed to 
see this monstrous thing in magazine 
racks acro s the country. 

Jean Hubbard 
Artist and native evadan 

Reno, V. 
JO/III Bardwell, all award willllillg artist, 
illustrator alld former art director of evada 
Magazille, chose the airbrush tedlllique 
because it is a style that is strollgly associated 
with the period. Bardwell says he doesn't 
mind descriptiolls Sitch as "ugly" or "mons­
trous" as 10llg as his work remaills ill 
demalld.-Ed. 

I really appreciate the layout you gave my 
article, "Gable v . Gable," in the ov/Dec 
issue. The cover was e pecially good. 

I would like to point out, though, the 
edited version of the sto ry had Clark 
serving in the Army Air Corps at the time 
of Carole's death in January 1942. I did 
not make this statement in the original 
manuscript. For the sake of accuracy, 
Clark joined the U.S. Army Air Corps in 
August 1942. 

Guy Louis Rocha 
Reno, V. 

Cactus for President 
Just a note about AD. Hopkins' "Mayor 
of Searchlight" story about Cactus Web 
in the Jan/ Feb '82 issue. Make him 
governor! Hell, on second thought make 
him president! Cactus Web should be 
awarded the Austerity medal for 1982. 
We need him. 

Who really pays? 

Michael C. Little 
Fairfield, OH. 

I note from the Letter column that some 
people object to the advertising as part of 
the format of our state magazine. Couldn' t 
help but notice that they are from out of 
tate and don' t have to help pay for its 

publication! It is a good magazine, the 
teady improvement in materials publish­

ed is appreciated, the quality of the color 
printing is excellent, and I even like the 
advertising. 

R. E. Robinson 
Las Vegas, V. 

Each one of our subscribers, advertisers and 
newsstand buyers pays for Nevada Magazine. 
Although tax dollars were used in past years 
to help support the magazine, this can no 
longer happen. The magazine must pay its 
OWII way and not be a burden to taxpayers. -
Ed. 

Our magazines arrive in torn condition 
due to the absence of an outside wrapper. 
Any chance for improvement on a maga­
zine protector? I will not ubscribe again 
if condition doe not improve. 

A J. Cason 
Wheeling, IL 

For all extra 10 cents per magazine, we call do 
it. Stick with us, it'll happen soon.-Ed. 

A Pint's a Pound ... 
The article on stoves by Jim Crandall 
( ov/ Dec) was very interesting, but I 
think a BTU is th amount of heat 
required to raise the temperature of one 
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pound of water (not pint) one degree 
Fahrenheit at ea level. 

Harry J. Walker 
Dunellen, .J. 

Accordillg to UNR Physics Professor Vernon 
Frazier, "A pint's a pound the world 
aroul1d." -Ed. 

Mead for Months! 
We love evada. Stayed at Lake Mead 
several times and plan to come soon but 
would like to find out about camping 
there. We'd like to get details on spend­
ing several months there soon. 

Tim Lee 
Eau Claire, WI. 

Watch for the special features on camping and 
watersports in the next issue.-Ed. 

Cheers for the Duke 
I liked very much the article on orman 
Biltz, "The Duke of Nevada," in your 

ov/ Dec issue. He was not only a 
successful businessman but an extra­
ordinary friend and human being. Let's 
have more stories about the men and 
women who are an important part of 
Nevada history. 

V. Schlecht, 
Las Vegas, V 

I received my first issue and I really 
enjoyed it. I had worked for orman 
Biltz on a ranch in Lovelock so enjoyed 
Guy Shipler's article. 

Nevada a " 10" 

M. Esther Elder 
Susanville, CA. 

I'm enclosing check for three gift sub-
criptions to your interesting magazine. 

In May of last year we visited our 
daughter who lives in Las Vegas and fell 
in love with it. Reading your magazine 
makes u anxious to see even more of 
your beautiful state hopefull y next 
yea r. 

Opal Ronemu 
o. Syracuse, .Y. 

A great calendar, a great magazine! 
M. Pearl Cartwright 

Reno, V. 

I like evada Magazine the way it is now 
including your bimonthly publication 
chedule. The contributing photographers 

and Harry Webb all get a "10" in my 
book. 

Dave Warren 
Elko, V 

A year in Reno as an exchange student 
introduced this Kiwi to your amazing 
state . Your magazine harpens fond 
memories-a magnificent publication. 

Ed Franklin 
Lower Hutt, ew Zealand 

appreciated seeing the evada Maga­
zine. You sure have a selection of 

(COll ti/wed 011 page 74) 
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Muench's 
Gallery 
A congregation of boulders with 
snow skullcaps stand in a small inlet 
on the Nevada side of Lake Tahoe. 
The granite, elephant-colored rocks 
crowd the shores of the entire 
lake. But in most areas, less than 100 
yards into the lake, the boulders 
give way to smooth white sand that 
slopes unmarked to Tahoe's darkest 
depths.-RS 

David Muench enjoys showing what he 
calls "a spirit of place" in his work. 
Muench, one of the West 's great landscape 
photographers, presents selections from 
his Nevada portfolio in each issue. 
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YESTERDAY 

Sam Davis 
and 

ThaDrmsbJ 
BaadlaRing 

Sam Davis loved to tease 
his readers with fabricated 

news stories, but when 
public officials tried to 

hoodwink the public, he 
would go to court-even to 

jail-to stop them. 
By Roger Smith 

I t was July 28th, 1892, and very hot for 
Sam Davis. For the second time that 

day, the Ormsby County grand jury 
ordered Davis, fiesty editor of Carson 
City's Morning Appeal, to divulge the 
source of his information. For the second 
time, he refused . He had received the in­
formation, he told the grand jury, as a 
confidential communication in his capacity 
as a journalist. To name his informant 
would bring him " into contempt and dis­
grace among members of his profession." 

He had been warned. Judge Rising 
banged his gavel and delivered Davis 
into the cu tody of the county sheriff, 
who led him away to jail. 

It is easy to overdramatize minor in­
justices, especially when such a man as 
Davis is the victim and when the issue 
resembles current controversies over 
freedom of the press and the right of re­
porters to professional confidence. But 
Davis' incarceration contained drama 
enough, for intrigue and corruption were 
his real jailers and the pursuit of truth 
was his only crime. That was how Davis 
aw his plight, and he understood the 

seriou ness of it well. 

Sam Davis rests in a royally carved chair in 1897 A year later the Carson newspaper 
editor was elected state controller on the ticket of the Silver Party, a party he helped 
form in Nevada. 

Exactly what Davis might have thought 
as he looked between the cell bar into 
the bright summer afternoon, while the 
grand jury continued an investigation 
that had nothing to do with him directly 
and while hi enemie laughed at him 
because he had been " jugged"-what he 
thought is not known. He wrote little 
about it. But surely the mysterious 
informant whom he was protecting oc­
cupied his mind. And so did the county 
official whom Davis had accused in the 
Appeal of accepting bribe and arranging 
kickbacks. Most probably of all . he 
pondered the machinations of hi arch ­
enemie , "the ring," and how they could 
have caused his trouble . evada of the 
1890s was no longer the lawless frontier 
it had been in the 1850 and 1860 , but it 
was still wild enough; and free-spirited , 
scrappy enterpri e still enlivened man y 
areas of evada life. Journalism wa one. 
Davis' career prove it. 

Davis probably would not survive in 
today' s journalism. Hi conception of 
news would horrify editor and candal­
ize reader . There would be accllsation 
of unprofe sional conduct, law uit for 

libel, a lot of mischievous fun and un­
diluted candor. His prose style would 
mark him as an individual, his spelling as 
an illiterate. He wouldn' t last. Personality 
and training would defeat him. 

Born in Connecticut April 4, 1850, to 
Episcopalian mini ter George Davis and 
his wife Sylvia, Samuel Post Davis soon 
moved with them to Wisconsin and later 
to ebraska. He grew up a westerner in a 
family confident with morality and faith. 
His father, descended from seafarers, was 
well to do, and he made sure that Sam 
received a sound education. As a second­
ary student, he studied religion and 
"dead languages," as he later termed 
Latin and Greek, and considered becom­
ing a minister himself. 

After leaving school, however, Davis 
worked as a reporter for his hometown 
newspaper, the Brownsville Advertiser. He 
soon moved on to the Omaha Herald, the 
Lincoln States man, the Nebraska City News 
and the St. Louis Republican. But he had a 
curious tendency that caused him trouble 
with editors. When he couldn't rustle up 
enough new to write his daily story, he 
invented it and wrote pure fiction . The 
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editor of the St. Louis Republican fired 
Davis for creative news writing. He 
drifted up to Chicago and found employ­
ment with the Chicago Times. The owner 
was delighted with Davis' concocted 
stories and told him to keep writing them 
when genuine news was scarce-but 
perhaps he did so because Davis was 
assigned to the political desk and it made 
no difference. 

With a thoroughly religious upbringing 
and a penchant for lying in print, where 
could such a man as Davis go next? 
Farther west. And west he went in 1872 
to edit and report for a series of Califor­
nia newspapers, including the Vallejo 
Independent and the San Francisco Chrol1icle. 
It was good experience, but he might 
have found even California a bit too 
proper for the contradictory traits that 
simmered in him. When strong moral 
beliefs clash in a person with an equally 
strong imagination, he does not feel com­
fortable in any area where refinement, 
culture and uprightness determine virtue. 
Nor is such an area comfortable with a 
man like Davis. 

So after three years in California, 
Davis went over the Sierra to Virginia 
City, Nevada. The great fire of 1875 had 
just leveled the city. It was hardly an aus­
picious time to find employment. But 
Davis joined the Evel1ing Chronicle and 
soon made himself popular with owner 
Dennis McCarthy and the readership as 
he helped put the paper back into regular 
circulation. He must have found the 
Comstock journalistic atmosphere con­
genial and inspiring, for the newspaper­
men there had long practiced just the sort 
of blood and vinegar writing that Davis 
preferred. Better yet, the likes of Mark 
Twain and Dan DeQuille had turned the 
tall tale news story into a popular art 
form. 

In fact, Davis himself became the ob­
ject of journalistic jokes. The Territorial 
Enterprise usually perpetrated them and 
always in good humor. But the sting of 
satire was often there as well - and justi­
fiably, one suspects. On April 10, 1877 
the Enterprise reported: 

"A rumor prevails that Samuel Davis, 
Esquire, the talented local reporter of the 
Chronicle and champion speller of the 
Comstock, will soon take unto himself a 
wife. Sam is now in training at a gymna­
sium slings dumbells, and Indian 
clubs in the most reckless manner, and 
from the wicked expression of his eyes as 
he punches the sand bag, we predict he'll 
make it very warm for the future Mrs. 
Davis on the first outbreak or symptom of 
rebellion." 

The story was pure invention. Davis 
did not marry until three years later and 
was thought to be almost too considerate 
a husband. 

Early in November 1879 Davis de­
scended to Carson City to become local 
news editor for The Mornil1g Appeal, which 
had been managed during the five 
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previous months by ellie Verrill Mighels, 
evada's first newspaperwoman. By Oc­

tober of the following year, he assumed 
editing duties for the entire paper. His 
remarkable facility in writing surely 
contributed to his promotion, but one 
suspects that his marriage to the widowed 

ellie Mighels on July 4, 1880, also 
helped. 

Both marriages- to the Appeal and to 
Nellie- lasted happily. He edited the 
paper for nearly 20 years. He remained 
with ellie and their six children (four 
from her first marriage) until his death in 
Carson City on March 17, 1918. 

During his 43 years in evada, Davis 
enjoyed many friends-some of them, 
like Comstock tycoon John Mackay, 
among the most famous figures of 

evada history. He ran successfully for 
the office of state controller. He invented 
a process by which a rubber substitute 
can be refined from sagebrush. He edited 
a two-volume history of the state; he 
wrote short stories. His opinion swayed 

"----
The Lyon County Times 
called Davis 'one of the 
most unmitigated liars 

on the coast.' He 
undoubtedly grinned 

proudly over the Times' 
judgment. 

" political leaders. But his forthright manner 
also made him enemies. Unavoidably. 

He grew to be respected, trusted and 
liked as editor of the Appeal. Reputation 
didn't change him, though. He still 
couldn't resist a well executed hoax or a 
skillful white lie. He reported the dis­
covery of an underground tunnel connect­
ing Lake Tahoe and the Pacific Ocean; 
there was none. He warned readers of 
dangerous "blanket fish" lurking in Tahoe, 
fish that wrapped themselves around 
their victims until the victims drowned; 
such fish existed only in Davis' shame­
less imagination. He invented a news­
paper, the Wabuska Mangler, so that he 
could rail at the fabricated rascalities of a 
fictitious editor. 

When readers believed his specious 
stories, Davis was amused. When other 
papers believed them and reprinted them 
as factual, he was delighted. Once they 
were on guard, readers usually forgave 
him and came to enjoy his inventions. 
Editors of other newspapers did not often 
behave as agreeably. The Lyon COllnty 

Times called Davis "one of the most un­
mitigated liars on the coast." He un­
doubtedly grinned proudly over the 
Times' judgment. 

Let there be no doubt, however, that 
Davis treated the larger issues of the day 
seriously. The people's right to learn the 
truth remained sacred to him, and he en­
deavored to tell the truth a he saw it. His 
aggressive exposure of corrupt officials 
sometimes brought reprisals, but he 
appears not to have worried much. When 
a U. S. attorney pummeled him with 
brass knuckles, or a commissioner chal­
lenged him to fisticuffs on the street, 
Davis, though often injured, had the 
satisfaction of knowing his editorials had 
hit home. And it gave him plenty of gri t 
for further editorials on the incompe­
tence and misbehavior of government 
workers. 

If you believe Davis- and it seems 
reasonable to do so-corruption and in­
competence permeated Ormsby County. 
A consipracy existed. The "haves" dili­
gently were ensuring that they remained 
the haves by circumventing the right of 
the "have-nots." But when you read of 
the doings of that small group of busi­
nessmen and politicians-the "have " 
who ran the county by the old boy 
system, accepted and offered bribes, and 
ignored laws that stood in the way of 
personal profit- it sounds small-time, 
innocuous and almost comical. Every­
body knew about the grafters. They were 
often accused. And grand juries often 
acquitted them after laughably perfunctory 
hearings. 

Sam Davis didn't laugh, however. That 
businessmen and elected officials were 
illegally in cahoots was an outrage. They 
were the "Ormsby Boodle Ring" to him. 
He wanted them exposed and punished. 
In the early 1890s, the Appeal called for 
reform fearlessly and suffered the con e­
quences. The ring boycotted the paper. 

Davis continued his attacks, at first 
with indignation: "People have labored 
under the impression that the word of 
these people was the law and the gospel 
and that no man could sneeze on the 
street or hold office without he first had 
their permission." 

But also with scorn: "The threats of the 
outfit remind one of the old illuminated 
pumpkin heads that boys used to stick up 
in a cornfield to frighten people with at 
night. As soon as the inch of candle 
burned down, that was the end of the 
whole thing. There was nothing left but 
the smell of the wick. They have been 
boycotting the Appeal for a year, and the 
result is a steady increase of busines . 
Their boycott is worth money to anybody 
they start in on." 

His archenemies might have been en­
riching themselves illegally, but they still 
were bunglers. 

Or were they bunglers? Davis wa in 
jail. Had the ring won? Had he mis­
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Sump 
The truth revealed 

about high finance 
in San Francisco, 

an underground passage 
linking Lake Tahoe 

with the Comstock, and 
murder most foul. 

By Sam P. Davis 

In the late 1860s, millers in the Com­
stock's Savage Mille struck a large volume of 
scalding water lIear the 3,000-foot level. 
Where the troublesome water came from 110 

aile kllew with certaillty. The most popular 
theory proposed that the water flowed into the 
milles through fissures cOllllectillg Lake 
Tahoe, 20 miles away. The mystery gave Sam 
Davis the illspiratioll for the following story, 
which first appeared ill Carsoll City's 
Morning Appeal ill July 1883 alld was fre­
quelltly reprillted in frolltier journals Q/ld 
newspapers. 

I t wa more than twenty year ago that 
Virginia City, Nevada, fir t wre tIed 

with what wa known as "The Mystery of 
the Savage Sump." 

The sump of the Savage mine i an 
excavation at the foot of the incline where 
the hot water of the mine collect in 
volume, and from whence it i pumped 
into the Sutro tunnel, steaming, calding 
hot. The Sutro tunnel strikes the great 
Com tock ledge 1,750 feet below the 
surface, and i the drain pipe through 
which all the water in the Comstock 

mines i discharged. It runs through the 
boxes in the tunnel nearly five miles 
before it reaches the lower mouth of the 
tunnel and from thence finds its way into 
the Car on River. The ump i more than 
three thousand feet below the surface, 
and when thi point wa reach d it 
marked the limit of man' ability to pierce 
the depths of the earth on the Com tock 
ledge. 

The water came in 0 fa t that the big 
pumps had to be kept constantly at work 
to prevent the flooding of the lower 
level . 

One morning the miners who came off 
the three-o'clock hift reported the find­
ing of the body of a man in the sump. It 
wa a horrible, hapele thing, with the 
flesh cooked in the hot water and the 
f ature unrecognizable. The body, what 
wa left of it, was exposed in the morgue 
for more than a week, but not identified. 
Several thousand men were working in 
the mines at the time, but the roll of the 
Miner' Union and the tally sheet of the 
Savage mine howed no one mi sing. 

Besides this it was noticed that the 
corpse had on fine boots with high heels. 

ILLUSTRATION BY KATIE GROTEGUT 

It al 0 had on remnants of clothes, and 
portions of a broadcloth coat were fi hed 
up from the ump. It could not have been 
a miner, and those who had charge of th 
incline leading to the sump were positive 
that nC? such man had ever gone down. 
There was but one way of reaching it, and 
that was by riding down on a sort of cage 
known as the "giraffe," let down and 
pulled up by a cable worked by machinery 
running in the hoisting works above 
ground. 

The men who were employed in the 
respon ible positions about the mine 
were all of the most trustworthy character, 
and had been employed there for years. 

o one could enter the mine without a 
permit from the superintendp'1t, and 
even then no visitor ever went into the 
lower lev I , where the hot water dripped 
from the rocks and the heat was some­
time as high a 140 degree in place 
where the half-naked men worked with 
cold water playing from a hose on their 
bodies. 

If it were murder, who could possibly 
be implicated? The authorities and the 
newspaper and the officers of the 
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Miners' Union and the superintendents 
of the mines investigated the mystery on 
separate lines, and after a year of probing 
it was as much a mystery as on the day 
the body was discovered floating about, 
swollen and distorted, in the foul and 
steaming waters of the sump. 

As the years passed the incident was 
well-nigh forgotten, but now, at this 
remote time I am able to furnish the 
world with a complete solution. 

If the reader will take the pains to look 
over the files of the San Francisco papers 
during the latter part of 1869 and the 
spring of '70, some of the most violent 
fluctuations that ever occurred in the 
mining stock-market will be noticed. One 
and the same narration tells the story of 
the death of the unknown man found in 
the Savage sump and the rise and fall of 
mining stock at the time mentioned. In 
the fall of '69 a San Francisco stock specu­
lator was spending a few weeks at Lake 
Tahoe, the summer resort in the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains, which lies partly in 
Nevada and partly in California. 

Wishing to be out of the way of the 
world as much as possible, he engaged 
quarters at a little secluded place on the 
Nevada side of the lake, known as 
Carnelian Bay. It was a cheap and out-of­
the-way place, and not over a dozen 
guests were there at a time, but the 
fishing was excellent and the surround­
ings pleasant. The tourist's name was 
William Meeker, and he had lost a large 
fortune in the whirl of stock speculations 
on California Street. 

One morning, while fishing about a 
mile from the hotel, he noticed that his 
boat began slowly turning, and in a few 
minutes described a complete circle in 
the water. Some chips and debris were 
collected about the boat and they seemed 
to stay there. He studied the situation 
carefully and reached the conclusion that 
there was a subterranean outlet which 
caused the eddy. 

He was a man of quick action, and that 
night he carved his initials W. M. on a 
piece of pine, and next morning rigged 
up a weight at the end of a line and, 
fastening the stick to the weight, rowed 
out and lowered it into the water where 
his boat had been affected by the 
currents. It went down in about a 
hundred feet of water and then some­
thing began bearing it down. There was a 
succ~ssion of tugs and the line began 
spinning over the edge of the boat with 
rapidly increasing speed. Then the line 
caught in the boat and snapped with the 
strain. This made it clear to him that the 
water was surging through an outlet in 
the lake bottom. That night he settled his 
bill and started for San Francisco. 

He took but one man into his confi­
dence and that was Colonel Clair, one of 
the heaviest and most unscrupulous 
operators in the m .. :ket and a member of 
the biggest firm on the street. They 
figured for more than a week with maps 
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and surveys and reached the conclusion 
that the water making its exit from the 
lake was finding its outlet in the lower 
levels of the Comstock mines. 

They pored over statistical tables 
showing how the lake had been, on an 
average, at least one foot higher before 
the mines in Virginia City had encounter­
ed water in the lower levels, and to them 
the mystery of the fall in the water of the 
lake was explained. 

It was decided to send a man into the 
Savage to watch for the piece of pine with 
Meeker's initials on. But why trust it to a 
third party? Meeker himself went to 
Virginia City, and on a letter of recom­
mendation from Colonel Clair was given 
work in the Savage and placed at the foot 
of the incline as a station tender. 

He had not been long at his post when 
the little piece of wood with the initials 
W. M. came up on the surface of the 
waters of the sump, and his heart gave a 
great bound of joy. That night he was 
fl ying to San Francisco on a fast train, and 
next morning was closeted with Colonel 

"----The word went out that 
the water had been 
conquered at last and now 
the big bonanzas were 
goi ng to be uncovered. 
Virginia City was happy, 
and the Stock Exchange in 
San Francisco was a 
whirl of speculation. 

" Clair, the mining operator and million­
aire. 

The plan these two men fixed on was 
the boldest ever conceived in the annals 
of stock speculation. It was nothing less 
than a method by which the hole in the 
bottom of Tahoe might be stopped by a 
mechanical contrivance and then opened 
and closed at will. By this means the 
mines might be cleared of water or 
flooded, to suit the convenience of the 
two operators, and this condition, having 
its influence on the stock-market, would 
make millions of money for the men who 
had conceived the bold design . 

Before the week was over, Meeker, 
backed with the money of Colonel Clair, 
was back at Lake Tahoe. He ordered a 
large flatboat built, ostensibly for fishing 
purposes. It was completed in a couple of 
weeks and fitted with a good cabin, and 
here he took up his abode. From then on 
a lot of mysterious consignments reached 
Tahoe for Meeker, and he received them 
on his flatboat at Tahoe City and moved 
the boat from place to place by the aid of 
a small steam-launch. 

To all intents and purposes it was an 
angler's craft, the mere pastime of a man 
who had the money at his dispo al to 
catch Tahoe trout in his own way. 

It proved really a simple matter to stop 
the hole in the lake. Careful investigation 
showed it to be nearly circular and about 
four feet. across. The dimensions of the 
hole being known approximately was 
sufficient. The butt of a log about five feet 
in diameter was given a conical shape, 
and bolts were sunk into the end, to 
which a heavy chain was attached. This 
was connected with a windlass and let 
down through the "well" in the bottom of 
the boat. The well was enclosed in the 
rough-boarded house built on the boat, 
and on a calm day, when the water was 
still, Clair and Meeker could see a long 
distance into the depths of the water, by 
the aid of a large mirror and the sunlight 
which came in through a hole in the roof 
of the house, reflected down the well. 

Then came the grand test, when they 
let down the big plug. Slowly it was 
lowered until it caught in the suction and 
the chain showed the enormous strain. 
Then down, deeper and deeper it went in 
the mighty current, taking the handles of 
the windlass from the hands of the men 
and sending it whirling. It revolved like a 
buzz-saw for a few seconds, and then 
came to a standstill. It was evident that 
the plug had settled into the hole as far as 
it would go, and that the pressure of the 
water was keeping it there. The deflected 
light thrown down by the mirror showed 
that such was the case. 

Could the plug be lifted back? The fate 
of their plot depended on the answer. 
The two men threw their weight on the 
handles of the windlass, but they could 
not budge it an inch. That night they 
bored holes in the windlass shaft and 
inserted long crowbars. With this im­
proved leverage thq succeeded with 
comparatively little trouble in drawing 
the plug out of the hole and lifting it 
beyond the influence of the suction. 
Several times they lowered and raised it 
again . That night Colonel Clair was on hi s 
way to San Francisco, leaving Meeker to 
guard the boat. 

During the next ten days brokers who 
watched the market noticed that the firm 
of Goodman & Crowley was buying 
Savage in any lots offered. There was 
nothing special in the way of develop­
ments in the mine, and those who had 
become tired of holding Savage began to 
unload on a rising market. Presently the 
brokers who had the handling of the deal 
were active bidders on the stock. The tall 
form of Joe Goodman was soon notice­
able in the center of a gesticulating 
crowd, bidding up Savage. The price rose 
gradually, and still he stood calm and 
serene, as was his wont, and taking in all 
the Savage offered. 

"Five thousand at twenty-six, buyer 
thirty." 
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Laughlin runs upstream from the Nevada Club to the Riverside, with Davis Dam in the distance and Bullhead ferry at right. 

The BoomtowD with 
10 Place to 80 

Laughlin could become Nevada's newest resort city if it 
can find room for more than 93 residents. By Bill Willard 

Upon first impression, the setting of 
Laughlin seems better suited to 
the mining camp it was long ago 

than to a water-lapped resort town that's 
swamped with 50,000 gamblers and rec­
reationists on holiday weekends. 

Driving down the steep grade of 
evada Highway 163, with ochre-tinted 

sawtooth ranges behind and strips of 
green vegetation and the mesas of 
Arizona straight ahead, you can just 
make out the semblance of a community 
on the river plain below. A tall chimney 
of the Mojave Generating Station spews 
pale yellow ash into the cerulean sky, and 
the angular bulwark of Davis Dam, which 
bottlenecks the Colorado to form Lake 
Mohave, adds another oddity to the 
desert landscape. 

ear the dam the two-lane road veers 
right and meanders beside the river until, 
suddenly, there appears the Riverside 
Hotel-Casino with its bright yellow, red 
and black Best Western ign hanging high 
on the marquee. 

The tiny, high-rolling town of Laughlin 
(pronounced Loff-lin) preads southward 
from the Riverside, the colonial-front 
resort that was the site of a bait shop con­
verted into a six-stool tavern when Don 
Laughlin acquired it 16 years ago. Back 
then people called the place South point, 
or Davis Dam, or Bullhead City, evada. 

inety-five miles south of Las Vegas, it 
had the lowly rank of postal substation of 
Searchlight. 

But visit Laughlin today and you'll find 
the town's 93 residents restlessly await­
ing an explosion they say is long 
overdue, a boom that could knock its 
population into the tens of thousands and 
turn its seven gambling halls into a 
closely-aligned collection of riverfront 
highrises. 

The anticipation of a wild surge to the 
outhernmost tip of evada is not due 

simply to the vaunted Sun Belt drift. For 
years tourists and southern evadans 
have been inundating this extension of 
the Lake Mead National Recreation Area 

for sunny, year-round camping, fishing, 
water-skiing, powerboating and related 
water fun . 

There's also the attraction of the long 
rows of slots and busy gaming tables of 
Laughlin's seven casinos. Indeed, Laugh­
linites can claim one casino for every 13 
residents, a ratio even Monaco can' t 
touch. 

Of course the town's gambling halls 
don't have to depend on the action 
generated by 93 locals. A 1978 Clark 
County survey revealed that 50,000 
visitors take over the wee village on an 
average busy weekend. Year-round, the 
number of visitors averages about 15,000 
per week. The folks who come to Laugh­
lin are mobile people, wanderers in auto­
mobiles, RVs and private planes, and they 
come from all parts of the West. Some 
drive up from Needles, California, or 
down from Las Vegas to find relaxation 
on the river. 

Many visitors take the ferries across 
the river from Bullhead City, Arizona, 
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Two anglers enjoy the fishing above Laughlin on Lake Mohave. The best time for catfish is summer, but you can catch trout, 
striped bass and crappie in all seasons. The marinas at Katherine, Cottonwood Cove and Willow Beach have supplies and boat 
rentals. 

which was created in the late 1940s to 
provide housing for Davis Dam construc­
tion workers. The dam was topped off in 
1953, and somewhere under the waters 
of Lake Mohave is the huge rock shaped 
like a bull that gave the town its name. 

Today Bullhead City, with 20,000 
citizens, is a bedroom community for 
Laughlin's 3,000 casino employees and 
for workers at the Davis Dam power 
plant. They take the ferries or drive the 
15 minutes over the dam to Laughlin 
each day. There are others who refuse to 
live in Arizona and commute from as far 
away as Las Vegas. 

Some people manage to commute 
from Bullhead City and reside in laugh­
lin. They rent one of the 800 boxes in the 
Riverside's post office, which, crowded 
by nickel slots, is one of just two U.S. post 
offices- the other is at Jackpot- located 
in a casino. There is a long waiting list for 
the mail cubicles. With only 93 Laughlin 
residents, the other boxes are rented by 
Bullhead City renegades and casino 
workers who list their P.O. numbers as 
permanent addresses to avoid paying 
Arizona income tax. 

With the water, gaming tables and all 
those people in Bullhead, the original 
Laughlin "jackpot" master plan does not 
seem that farfetched. The plan forecasts 
more than 1,500 hotel rooms, more than 
1,200 RV spaces and at least 7,000 resi­
dents on the Nevada side of the river. 
There is a potential, so the treatise goes, 
of attaining 35,000 year-round Laugh­
linites in the next 15 years. 

There is, however, a big if connected 
to this boom. 

The town of Laughlin is landlocked, 
literally surrounded by the federal gov­
ernment. The town consists of only about 
1,200 acres, most of which are taken up 
by casinos, motels, RV parks and unin­
habitable gullies and desert hillsides. 
There's simply nowhere to grow unless a 

16 NEVADA 

deal can be made with the feds. Residents 
are crossing their fingers that that will 
happen. 

But whether the boom comes or not, 
Laughlin remains a relaxed desert burg. 
The climate is typical of the Southwest's 
low country. Laughlin in the summer is 
one of the hottest spots in the nation with 
temperatures up to 120 degrees, while 
winter lows hardly ever drop to freezing. 

Between Davis Dam and the River­
side is Department of Wildlife territory, 
where serious anglers gather to fish for 
large stripers, trout and crappie. In a 
pastoral setting among the willows and 
tall shrubs, the Colorado is peaceful and 

Waterskier Debbie Christensen skips 
in the wake of a powerboat below 
rust-spotted desert hills. 

calm as it flows by the town, once the site 
of Tristate City, a mining town that 
thrived briefly in the 1920s. Upriver, on 
Lake Mohave, are excellent areas for 
waterskiing, boat camping, fishing and 
exploring, not to mention the marinas at 
Katherine's Landing, Cottonwood Cove 
and Willow Beach. 

Back at Laughlin, day or night, it's 
bedlam inside the casinos. There you en­
counter the tintintabulation of the slot 
machine bells, the shouting of players 
tossing dice on the craps tables, and the 
low, steady shuffling of cards and people­
a sensation more or less like Reno or Las 
Vegas on New Year's Eve. 

On the river there is constant move­
ment between Bullhead City and the 
gambling halls. The little pontooned 
ferries dart like waterbugs to parking lots 
on the Arizona side and back across to 
the casino and motel docks. You can ride 
the jitneys free back and forth for kicks 
and, of course, for a change of luck, 
watching the swift, dark green water flow 
by, the broiling surface marred by 
occasional plops of leaping fish . 

Don Laughlin, the town's namesake 
and pioneer, is fond of saying, "Laughlin 
may lack entertainment, but water draws 
better than any name act. It entertains 
everybody because water is so scarce in 
this part of the world." 

While name acts generally remain the 
wave of the future, you' ll certainly find 
lounge entertainment in Laughlin. Most 
of the river resorts are keeping their 
show budgets at modest levels, featuring 
pop groups, combos and mini-revues. 
Only Don Laughlin has ventured into the 
upper plateaus of name headliners. The 
wide windows of his brand-new 850-seat 
showroom overlook the river with Eddie 
Peddie, former member of the comedy­
song foursome the Vagabonds, presiding 
as entertainment director. 

As the Riverside grows outward and 



upward into a 17-story tower containing 
more than 500 hotel rooms, its neighbors 
are in full agreement about the town's 
future. Enthusiasm for a glowing tomor­
row resounds up and down the small 
resort strip, which runs from the River­
side on the north to the Nevada Club on 
the South. Between them along the river 
are the Regency, Colorado Belle, Edge­
water and Pioneer. Across the road is the 
Crystal Palace. 

It was Del E. Webb Corporation's pur­
chase in 1979 of the Southpoint Nevada 
Club from longtime Nevada gambler 
John Jenkins that brought new attention 
to the river community. Along with the 
casino, Webb picked up valuable real 
estate nearby, making a total of 40 acres 

for recreational development. After re­
modeling, adding 32 rooms and planning 
a ISO-room high rise, the firm became 
stymied by a shortage of cash brought on 
by its Atlantic City venture. The outlays 
were put on hold, but the Laughlin enter­
prises definitely were not for sale. 

The Nevada Club's business has more 
than doubled in one year, according to 
general manager Bob Hunsucker. "The 
atmosphere has a lot to do with it," he 
admits. "It's a lot like Las Vegas was many 
years ago." 

There may be a tendency to look upon 
Laughlin as a grind town, but already 
there are signs of high-rollers and those 
well-heeled persons who can fly their 
own airplanes into the Bullhead City air-

port. Don Laughlin himself has a Twin 
Navajo, a Cessna 210 and a helicopter to 
pick up guests, and his Rolls-Royce sits 
archly beneath the Riverside's heliport. 

The plush Edgewater, the only high 
rise to date among the bunch, with its 
snazzy top-floor river-view suites, is aim­
ing for more high-rollers. A fulltime 
staffer is in charge of special events, and 
the resort plans to lure customers from 
throughout the Southwest-Southern 
California, Nevada, Arizona, Texas and 
New Mexico. After the Edgewater opened 
last November with 160 rooms, im­
mediate plans were made to double guest 
accommodations. 

John Fulton of the Colorado Belle is 
bullish about the surroundings. With the 

Laughlin Outdoors 
In the Laughlin area you'll find ex­

cellent chances to fish, camp, water­
ski and explore the nearby desert and 
mountains. Here are some outdoor 
suggestions. 

Camping: With a camper or RV 
you can stay in Laughlin, where 
several casinos have "dry parking" for 
overnighters. The Riverside's RV park 
has full hookups for $6 a night. Just 
below Davis Dam is Sportsman's Park, 
operated by Clark County, with a $2 
overnight fee. On Lake Mohave, the 
RV-hookup nightly rate at Katherine is 
$6.50, and at Cottonwood Cove it's $7 
for one or two people (75 cents each 

for others over 12) . You also can camp 
at the National Park Service camp­
grounds at both resorts for $2 a night. 

Fishing: Anglers can cast or troll 
for trout, crappie and the mighty 
striped bass both on Lake Mohave and 
in the river below Davis Dam. If you 
fish from shore, you need a fishing 
license from Nevada or Arizona. Boat 
fishing requires a license from Nevada 
or Arizona with a special use stamp 
from the other state. 

Houseboats: On Mohave you can 
rough it in comfort on a houseboat, 
which can be rented at Lake Mohave 
Resort or at Cottonwood Cove. 

Mild winters allow campers and dirt-road vagabonds to explore the Colorado 
all year long, but in the summer you' ll be looking for air cond itioning when the 
t hermometer hits 120. Laughlin and Lake Mohave are part of the Lake Mead 
National Recreation Area. 
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Davis Dam: The earth- and rock­
filled dam, which was completed in 
1953, forms 67-mile-long Lake Mo­
have. Visitors can take a free, self­
guided tour 11 stories down into the 
dam. 

Grapevine Canyon: Six miles west 
of the dam on Nevada 163, a well­
graded dirt road leads north into the 
picturesque Newberry Mountains. (Be­
forehand, especially during rainy 
periods, ask locally about the road's 
condition.) After about three miles a 
short spur to the left takes you to a 
parking area and a short trail into 
Grapevine Canyon. There you'll dis­
cover excellent Indian petroglyphs 
(rock writings) and a stream that flows 
year-round. 

Christmas Tree Pass: Continuing 
north and west, the main graded road 
takes you into a pinyon-juniper forest 
4,000 feet above the Colorado River. 
The high point is Christmas Tree Pass. 
Legend has it that one Christmas 
miners or cattlemen decorated some 
junipers there with tin cans and 
bottles, a tradition still carried on by 
holiday-spirited residents. 

Mining Towns and Chollas: From 
the pass, the road winds down across 
the desert to join U.S. 95. To the north 
are the historic mining towns of 
Searchlight and, off Nevada 165, Nel­
son. Just east of both towns are im­
pressive forests of teddybear cholla. 
These cacti are painful for anyone who 
backs into them but delightful for 
steady photographers. 

Helicopter Rides: For a view of it 
all from the air, walk up to the main 
desk at the Riverside Casino and ask 
for a helicopter ride. The sightseeing 
tours run about 10 minutes and start at 
$10 per person. 

-David Huntzinger and David Moore 
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Just north of Laughlin a fisherman tries his luck in the river below Davis Dam, which backs up Lake Mohave. The dam was 
completed In 1953 as part of a massive reclamation project on the Colorado. Visitors can take a free self-guided tour of the dam . 

Edgewater on one sid'e and the smaller 
Regency on the other, the Belle has blue­
prints for a 10-floor, lS8-room tower with 
casino expansion and penthouse suites. 
Fulton, as vice-president and general 
manager, installed the Bojangles Dining 
Room for moneyed tourists, matching the 
Edgewater's circumspect green and white 
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gourmet nook with its fine napery and 
crystal. He also points to the lavishly 
appointed Tamarack Lounge with stage 
built to entice a variety of shows. 

Under Fulton the Colorado Belle is a 
tight ship. Angling for the entire customer 
spectrum, he declares, "Laughlin offers 
the other end of the 'what's missing in 

Las Vegas'-a genuine concern for enter­
tainment of guests in all phases of our 
operation," 

Tom Eliardi of the Pioneer Hotel & 
Gambling Hall, located between the 
Edgewater and evada Club, has brought 
more than a whiff of Las Vegas to the 
river. His " minute-after-midnight 1982" 

Casino ferries dart like waterbugs across the river day and night, carrying customers 
and employees between Laughlin and Bullhead City. The jitneys can make the 
240-yard run from the Arizona side to the Nevada Club in less than a minute. 



A Good Irish lame 
Don Laughlin started with a rundown bait shop and 

built a $50 million resort, so why shouldn't the 
town be named after him? 

" N aming the town Laughlin wasn't 
my idea," ays River ide Casino 

owner Don Laughlin. "A lot of people 
look at it like, boy, you must be on a 
big ego kick. You got the town named 
after you. My answer is jokingly,' 0, 

they named it after my mother.'" 
Laughlin wanted to call his Colo­

rado River settlement Casino, copying 
that other evada border town, Jack­
pot. But the federal government chang­
ed his mind for him. 

"The man that came down-I forget 
his title, po tal in pector, I think-said 
no, we didn't like your suggestion of 
River ide or Casino becau e they're 
too common. He aid Laughlin's a 
good Irish name. His name was 
0' eill. So, they named it Laughlin, 
substation out of Searchlight." 

The latter-day gambling pioneer, 
slight and spare with piercing grey­
blue eyes, is an energetic, no-nons n e 
originator. Besides his 92-acre River-
ide hotel-casino and the "spillover" 

River Queen Motel across the river in 
Bullhead City, he owns a 61,000-acre 
ranch in Arizona's Hualapai Mountain 
that runs 1,400 head of cattle . About 
one third of the herd supplies beef to 
the Riverside and River Queen kitchens 
after processing at the slaughterhouse 
in Mesquite, evada. His Laughlin 
Land and Cattle Company also uses 
520 acres of farmland near eedles to 
raise feed for the cattle. 

Laughlin moved to Las Vegas in the 
early '50s. He bought a small bar in 

opening found not only the cru h of 
u ual Pioneer patrons but also well­
wi hers attracted from afar by a 97-foot 
tall " Howdy Pardner" cowboy sign that 
welcomes you to Laughlin with a taped 
me age. The ign is just like its counter­
part at the Pioneer on Fremont Street, 
which intones in deep, epulchral tones, 
" Welcome to La Vegas." ow, that's 
progre ! 

If Laughlin is the best kept ecr t in 
evada right now, it won't be for long. 

Official move by the Colorado River 
Commi ion are working in favor of 
development action this year. Commi -
ion chairman Jack Lehman ays hi 

panel is seeking " the best for Laughlin," 
promi ing to unlock 1,000 acre and try 
for an additional 9,000. 

West Las Vegas and filled it with slots. 
Later he sold it for a profit and en­
rolled in dealing school. After a series 
of odd job, he bought the 101 Club in 

orth Las Vega, made it successful, 
old it and then took it back again. 

By the mid-1960s he was looking 
around for fresh territory. He found a 
little bait shop, bar and five cabins on 
the Colorado below Davis Dam. So 
that he could work around the clock 
on his new property, he leveled a 
landing strip, bought a plane, learned 
to fly and commuted from Las Vegas. 
He sold the 101 at a big profit and 
ploughed all his money into his 

Riverside expansion, now easily a 
$50 million investment. 

Although energetic and succe sful, 
Laughlin has not forgotten his home 
town, Owatonna, Minnesota, where he 
got hi start in gaming by fooling with 
slot machines (permitted with no 
prize money) as a sideline to his watch 
business. Every August 13 he and his 
mother fly back to Owatonna for Don 
Laughlin Day. aming a day after him 
wasn't his idea either. 

And he ha no current plan for 
creating Laughlin County, State of 
Laughlin, USA. Right now he's ju t too 
busy.-BW 

Don Laughl in got a plane and learned to fly so he could commute from Vegas. 

A flurry of pre entation by developers 
came to light last summ r. Two proposals 
involved 3,000 home and 2,800 mobile 
homes and condominium. One devel­
oper, Clark Bingham, a partner in Laugh­
lin Development Enterprise and former 
member of the Laughlin Town Board, has 
said, "Laughlin could become the model 
city of Southern evada, our Lake 
Havasu." 

Last September the Riverside's not­
quite-finished convention hall was jam­
med with 300 potential Laughlin resi­
dents when th CRC appro ed Clark 
County's tentative development plan for 
Laughlin. A couple of commissioners 
joked it was the fir t time they had een 
the Colorado River. 

"Let's empty Bullhead City," was the 

locals' battle cry. 
Lat'!r Jack Dotson, president of the 

Town Board, said, "By the 25th of March, 
it'll be like a starting line. Fire a pistol and 
they' ll be off and running." 

Despite potential problems with sew­
age and water, Dotson is certain of the 
boom to come. "1 look for a growth in the 
next 1 0 years of 50,000. Right now, the 
people living on the other side of the 
river are being taxed out of their minds. 
Let the money tay in evada wh re it 
belongs!" 0 

Bill Willard, a longtime observer of the Laughlin 
scene, is a sculptor and newspaper columnist 
who has lived ill Las Vegas for more than 30 
years. As an actor he appears frequently at tile 
Meadows Playhouse. 
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Steamboats on 
the Colorado 
For pilots and passengers, travel on the Colorado 
River was always an adventure, whether they 
were fighting heat, sandbars or modern times. 
ByJim Mack 

The ferries that now cross and 
recross the Colorado River be­
tween Laughlin and Bullhead City 

have mighty ancestors-steamboats. They 
helped open up the entire Southwest 
during the 19th century, with the north­
ern-most point of practical navigation for 
the river, Hardyville, lying clo e to the 
present site of Laughlin. 

The first smoke-belching side-wheel­
er, the Uncle Sam, clanged its way up the 
muddy water of the Colorado in 0-

vember 1852 in an experiment to supply 
the military forts along the river's southern 
stretch. But miners and businessmen 
oon began to call for freight and 

pa senger ervice, and riverboats ven­
tured farther north. 

With increasing trade there was mount­
ing pressure to explore the Colorado's 
navigable channels. }o eph C. Ives, a 
young Army lieutenant, was given com­
mand of a small stern-wheeler named the 
Explorer, and he left from Robinson's 
Landing, 60 miles below Yuma, on 
December 31, 1857 He ascended the 

river 400 miles to the mouth of Black 
Canyon, near the present site of Willow 
Beach. There he hit a submerged rock 
and damaged the riverboat. Afraid to take 
the steamer farther upstream, Ives set out 
in a small skiff and reacned what he 
called the Virgin River. The river he 
found wa actually Las Vegas Wash. He 
returned downriver to indicate that the 
"Virgin River" was the uppermost point 
of practical team navigation. 

The biggest boost to the Colorado's 
steamboat trade came with di coverie of 
gold and silver along the river, particu­
larly at Eldorado Canyon, evada, in 
1861. Hundred of people-miners, mer­
chants and their families-sought th ir 
fortunes in the hills around the boom­
town. The steamboats were bu y during 
the next few years hauling freight and 
passengers upriver and carrying ack of 
ore to downriver mill . 

Fortune eeker could travel aboard 
the ocean-going steamers of the Colorado 
Steam avigation Company. From San 
Francisco they sailed down the coast of 

The Searchlight, the last of the Colorado steamboats, was listed as " lost" in October 
1916, end ing more than 65 years of steam navigation on the river. Other boats had 
mysteriously disappeared before. One was later found buried in an abandoned 
river channel. 
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California and Mexico, around the Baja 
Peninsula and up the Gulf of California 
to the mouth of the Colorado. There they 
transferred to the ungainly river steamers 
for the upstream journey. Travel and 
accommodations on the steamers were 
not at all like those of their eastern 
counterparts on the waters of the Missis­
sippi and Missouri river. One traveler, 
Martha Summerhayes, left an account of 
her trip on the Colorado in the early 
days: 

"We had staterooms, but could not remain 
in them long at a time, on aCCOl/llt of the 
intet/se heat. I had Ilever felt such heat, and 110 

one else ever had or has sillce. We wandered 
around the boat, first forward, thell aft, to find 
a cool spot." 

First class passage was $135 from San 
Francisco to Eldorado. Pa sengers had to 
chedule their trips to upriver ports for 

the summer months, when the water ran 
highest. For most of the year the town of 
Hardyville, just south of modern Bull­
head City, was the head of navigation. 
The rapid of Black Canyon, above 
Eldorado, were at time an obstacle to 
team boat trav I. In answer to this 

problem large ringbolts were driven into 
the canyon walls, and with the aid of a 
team winch the boats pulled themselves 

through the most difficult places. Lake 
Mohave vi itors today can se a few 
ringbolts, and one i on di play in the 
ranger station at Willow Beach. 

avigation on the riv r was challeng­
ing. Fluctuating water levels, floating 
debris and shifting andbar made for 
low progre s during the day; at night 

travel was impossible. Martha Summer­
haye talked of thi also: 

"Our progress was Ilaturally much retard­
ed, alld sometimes we were agrOlllld all ilour, 
sometimes a half day or more. Captaill Melloll 
was always cheerful. River steam boating was 
his life alld sa lldbars were his excitement." 

Captain Mellon once enjoyed him elf 
on a sandbar for 52 days before the river 
rose and freed hi boat and pa sengers. 

The riverboat trade uffered after the 
Southern Pacific Railroad completed a 
line from San Francisco to Yuma in 1877 
But the Colorado Steam avigation 
Company continued to operate until 
1916, when the last steamboat, th 
Searchlight, mysteriously di appeared in 
early October. But railroads and auto­
mobiles had long ince freed prospector 
and merchants from dependence on the 
river to transport ore and good . Although 
the twilight year aw some experimenta­
tion with ga oline-powered riverboats, 
the romance of team navigation quietly 
lipped into the pages of hi tory, ju t as 

the echo of their whi tie has faded from 
the canyon walls. 0 

lim Mack is a former district illterpreter at Lake 
Mead atiollal RecreatiOllal Area alld 1l0W 

serves as clrief illterpreter at lolrll Day Fossil 
Beds ill Oregoll. He is autilOrofHaleakala: The 
Story Behind the Scenery. 



9 ~ e. ffiufetk 
Saloon & Cafe 

Featuring homemade 
whole wheat pizza, 

a mini casino, a 
full array of your 
favorite spirits & 

delicious expresso coffee 

P.O. Box 302 
Virginia City, N'V 

(702) 847-9991 

The U nspiked Rail : 
Memoir of a 

Nevada Rebel 
by Sally 

Springmeyer 
Zanjam' 

Cloth 
401 pages 
III ustrated 

$15. 00 

George Springmeyer was a evadan 
who was as much a part of hi~ time 
as the earlier Comstock mining 
kings . This provocative biography, 
written by his daughter, portrays a 
man of rare courage, honesty and 
independence . The account is filled 
with anecdotes of some of Nevada's 
most colorful characters: the political 
bosses, railroad magnates, fellow 
ranchers, gunmen, pro titutes, and 
bootleggers whom Springmeyer 
fought for, or against , in the 
courtrooms and political arenas of 
the state, according to the dictates 
of the law . 

The Pinon Pine: 
A Natural 

and 
Cultural 

History 
by Ronald 
M. Lanner 

208 pages ; illustrated 
Cloth $13 .50; Paper $8.50 

Because the pinon pines grow where 
few other trees can survive, and 
because they produce exceptionally 
nutritious pine nuts , the pinons 
have had a long relationship with 
man and animal in the semiarid 
mountains and mesas of the western 
United States . More than a scientific 
treatise , this book is written with a 
concern and vitality that illustrates a 
deep understanding of the ways in 
which plant , animal , and man must 
live together. Includes a section on 
pine-nut gathering and pine-nut 
cookery by the author's wife . 

To order, or for your free catalog, wn'te to 
University of Nevada Press • Reno, NV 89557 

FISHING E? 
.$AVE EIGHT MILES 

BETWEEN KINGMAN & NEEDLES 
TAKE SCENIC ROUTE 

BY RIVERSIDE CASINO. 

DRIVE-IN FLY-IN BOAT-IN 
FREE 24 HOUR FERRY BOAT 

FLY into Bullhead City Airport , walk across the street and take the free 24 hour ferry 
boat ride to Riverside Resort and Casino! 

RIVER VIEW ROOMS! POOL! 
100 NEW motel rooms . Advance reservations necessary. 

300 SPACE RV PARK - FULL HOOKUPS 
$6.00 per night , subject to change without notice . 

Box 500 • Laughlin , Nevada 89046 

(702) 298-2535 
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SPECIAL STATEWIDE DUFFER'S GUIDE 

The Complete 
Nevada Golfer 
From alpine meadow to dry lakebed, Nevada's 
44 courses try the skills of hackers and pros alike 
with cunning layouts, year-round play and 
club-stopping scenery. 

That addictive weekend port known 
as golf has a special flavor in 

evada. Where else can you find 
elegant country clubs forming park-like 
islands among the roots of the great Strip 
hotels. Or the emerald-green fairways 
that flow between the tall pines of Lake 
Tahoe. Or the backcountry courses of 
rural evada, where coyotes sometimes 
outnumber the golfers. 

The following guide to golf in the 
Silver State separates myth from mulli­
gan as Nevada explores 44 courses in 
Tahoe, Reno, Las Vegas and the cow 
counties. 

Tahoe: 
Playing the 
High Country 
Golf balls fly farther 
and even the martinis 
have more zip 
at 6 ,500 feet. 
By James McKimmey 

The scene is the first hole of the 
Championship Course at Incline Vil­

lage, rated by Golf Digest as one of the 
best five courses in evada.- Altitude: 
6,500 feet. Standing at the blue tee with 
driver in hand is George Bayer, profes-
ional golf's premier long-hitter, famous 

for his 300-plus-yard drives. He looks 
down the fairway to the green lying just 
beyond a wide water obstacle created by 
a mountain stream. It's a demanding par 
4 to reach the cup 416 yards away. 

Bayer tees up as a cool breeze comes 
off the rugged terrain with its massive 
boulders and ponderosa pines. He's a pro 
here now, away from the con tant pres-

• The otlrers are tir e Desert 11l1l, LAs Vegas Coulltry 
Club, LAkeridge alld Ed wood. 
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sure and travel of the PGA circuit. He has 
been hearing comments lately: 

"You' re getting older, George." 
"You're getting stiff, George." 
"You're not hitting them so far any-

more, George." 
He addresses the ball, concentrating. 

He swings, and there sounds the solid 
click of a well-hit shot. The ball flies 
above the fairway . When the flight ends, 
the ball drops into a sand trap . 

Next to the green. 
"I finally carried that damned creek!" 

Bayer shouts ecstatically. 
With a 400-yard drive. 
Proving he is till a premier long­

hitter. But he had a little help from the 
altitude. 

That happened several year ago. Lake 
Tahoe's golf-playing conditions remain 
the same, differing measurably from 
those on the Monterey Peninsula, for 
instance. A golfer playing in the High 
Sierra for the first time will find his or her 
shots getting an extra six to 10 percent 
carry, an advantage a native Tahoe 
player, in a reverse situation, misses at 
sea level. 

At Lake Tahoe even the martinis have 
an extra jolt because of the altitude. 

Dave Beeman, co-owner of Tahoe 
Paradise, a par-66 executive course pep­
pered with trees, says, "The air is thinner 
here, and so there's about a one-club 
difference in your approach to shots be­
tween Lake Tahoe and Pebble Beach. If, 
say, you used a five iron to reach a green 
there, you'd probably use a six iron here. 

"People who are new to playing up 
here question the distance of our course," 
Beeman says. "They really do think it' s 
shorter than it is. But the yards indicated 
are honest. We have maximum par-4 
holes at Paradise. But assume you' re 
playing a cour e at Tahoe with par fives . 
You can get to the green in two so much 
easier. Then you can make that par, and 
some birdies, too." 

Lane Christiansen is the former head 
pro at Incline, on the north hore, the site 
of two top courses. The championship 
course, a par 72 at 7,138 yards, was de­
signed by Robert Trent Jones and built in 
the early sixties. The Incline Executive 
Course is a challenging par 58, with 14 
par 3s and four par 4s, and has been the 
site of the ational Championship of 
Executive Golf Courses for the past three 
years. 

Christiansen says, "This is an attractive 
area for golf because everyone thinks he's 
playing better. But some players have a 
stronger advantage than others at this 
elevation. Someone who hit a high­
flying drive, for instance, will carry 
longer than someone with the long, low 
drive. And testing of compression at this 
elevation proves that everyone hits the 
100 compression ball farther than the 90 
or 80, no matter the ability." 

Edgewood Tahoe, on the south shore 
at Stateline, has been rated by Golf Digest 
as one of the top 10 public courses in the 
nation, in addition to being ranked in 

evada's top five. 
Like Incline' s Championship Course, 

it's a par 72. But Edgewood is slightly 
longer and was designed to make extra­
distance shots created by thin air no real 
advantage. The 1980 USGA Amateur 
Public Links Championship was held 
there, the first USGA tournament to be 
held in evada. It's a contender for the 
site of a future U.S. Open. Craig Stadler, 
winner of the Kemper Open and more 
than $200,000 in 1981 and the going­
away winner of thi year' s Tucson Open, 
is an Inclin re ident and the touring pro 
at Edgewood. The clubhouse and several 
holes border the lake. 

Orrin Vincent, the course's director of 
golf, agrees that the high-ball hitter will 
gain the most advantage from the altitude. 

Two pro-rated courses offer challeng ing, 
picturesque golf at Incline. 
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"A hard wind off the lake isn't really a 
factor," he explain . "The air's just too 
thin to allow it to affect the flight of a ball. 

"But then there are some minor dis­
advantage because of the location. Such 
as new players finding their concentra­
tion levels lowered on account of the 
terrific views." 

Other golf cour es around the lake 
offer varied measures of that same dis­
traction. 

On the west shore is the Tahoe City 
Golf Cour e, built in the 1920s. At 
Truckee is the lush Tahoe Donner Golf & 
Country Club. Northstar-At-Tahoe is in 
this area, a gorgeous 18-hole course 
which has been given a Northern Cali­
fornia Golf Association rating of 72.4, 
making it the 14th most difficult in 
California. The Ponderosa Golf Course is 
aloin the vicinity. On the north hore i 
Woodvista (formerly Brockway) Golf 
Course at Kings Beach. None of its 
fairways touch one another, giving each 
hole a separate per onality. 

Glenbrook, on the east shore beside 
Glenbrook Bay, also a course built in the 
'20s, pos es es its own stunning lakeside 
views and offers exacting play despite its 
relatively short 9-hole length. 

On the outh shore i the small Bijou 
Golf Course in South Lake Tahoe and the 
6,000-yard 18-hole Lake Tahoe Country 
Club near Meyer, where the Upper 
Truckee River winds. 

Waiting isn't much of a problem at 
Tahoe courses. Says Ralph Bowcutt, one 
of the better local amateurs, "A 1 0-
minute wait to start is usual. Twenty 
minute is unusual. But make re erva­
tion ." 

All cour es offer challenges unique to 
Lake Tahoe, in addition to the di traction 
of it beauty. 

Cold early mornings turn dew to frost, 
which slows the ball notably, especially 
on greens. Walking one hill too fast can 
leave you weak. Dave Beeman sugge ts 
playing nine hole the first day, in orc;ier 
to experience the change made by the 
altitude, then 18 the next. The cart is a 
special advantage, even where it's not 
mandatory. The toughest tests can be met 
even by a vacationing golfer, but Beeman 
advises that it can be done with a little 
extra care. 

"The long, difficult cour e are made 
precisely for good golfer ," he say . 
"Edgewood's one of tho e. And it' a 
course that those golfer hould play at 
lea t once, to own the experience." 

The smaller cour e at Tahoe present a 
variety of natural hazard a well. At 
Paradise, for example, there exists one of 
the most wick d golfing adver arie 
around- a large browni h-cinnamon 
cedar tree at a gentle dogl g of the 18th 
fairway, directly in line with the green. lf 
a ball hit that tree, a 0 many do, the 
ball is likely never to be een again. "That 
cedar absorbs balJ ," Beeman ay . 

Yet, he explains, there are non­
fru trating plea ure , too. "Smaller cour e 
take less time, 0 you can tart playing 
late in the afternoon. With the dew off the 
gra , condition are at their be t. You 
can enjoy the whole experience, includ­
ing the etting of the un- it' a great 
time to play." 

lf hard challenge is the name of your 
golf plea ure, you' lJ find it. lf an ea y, 
casual 9-hole round of golf is the name of 
yours, you' ll find it a well . 

But you'll have to handle the plea ure 
of either with that continuing di traction 
of Lake Tahoe' lofty plendor. 0 

James McKimmey is an author and freelal1ce 
writer living and golfing at South Lake Tahoe. 

Players must swing for accuracy to avoid Calvada's 11 lakes. 

Vegas: 
A Swinger's 
Dozen 
Thirteen southern courses, 
from the Strip to Pahrump. 
By Peter Benton 

T he 13 golf cour es in and around Las 
Vegas tend to spoil players. They can 

play pro tournament cour e, like the 
o ert Inn and Sahara, that have po h 
accommodation and green-side restau­
rants. They can play fine out-of-town 
link like the Calvada layout in Pahrump, 
which use a world-record 1,900 prinkler 
heads to keep the new desert cour e 
lushly green. The year-round play can be 
challenging and humbling on the e lay­
out , each one with special hole that are 
memorable for beauty and bogey . 

The Tropicana, located on the outh 
end of the Strip, ha an excelJent restau­
rant where you can enjoy view of the 
cour e over breakfa t. The cour e i tight 
and bisected by a huge drainage channel, 
the Tropicana Wa h, that create trange 
and varied stances. With a number of 
elevated greens, it' the mo t undulating 
layout in town. Perhap the toughe thole 
is the 2nd, a par 3 that measures 219 
yards from the champion hip tee. It' a 
traight hot to the well-trapped green, 

but the green i long and narrow, 
running ea t to we t- while you' re play­
ing north to outh. 

Acro the Strip is the Dunes Country 
Club, who e long cour e favor the 
trong hitter. But beware: there are ome 

water hazards, and more than half the 
hoi have out-of-bound . One memor­
able hole at the Dune, which i ome­
time calJed the Emerald Green, i the 
2nd, a 585-yard par 5. Even with a 250-
yard drive on thi dogleg-right hole, the 
golfer has to make a decision: to go over 
the lake with a hit of 200 yards, or to take 
the long way around and ay farewelJ to 
par. 

Del Webb' Sahara Country Club in 
the 1960 was the ite of the PGA Sahara 
Invitational. The cour e i tree-lined, fulJ 
of fairway and green- ide trap and ha 
many water hazards. The long par 3s are 
con idered by pro to be the toughe t 
you can find on a single cour e. The mo t 
difficult hole is the picture que 6th, a par-
4 dogleg-left of 442 yard . Tree border 
the fairway. To the left it' out of bound . 
Too far right and you' ll catch a downhill 
rolJ to a creek that meander from the tee 
to the well-trapped green. The 6th 
ju tifies its harde t-hole rating. 

The Desert Inn Country Club, original 
site of the PGA's Tournament of Cham­
pions and now home of the LPGA )&B 
Scotch Pro-Am, is a thinking man's 
course. The layout, one of the area's 
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One of several championsh ip courses In Las Vegas, the Desert Inn Is the orig inal home of the PGA's Tournment of Champions. 
Th is aerial view shows the Strip and , on the rig ht, the Landmark and Hilton , w ith downtown's skyline In the distance. 

olde t, has a profusion of mature trees and 
oleander bushes. The unanimous choice 
for toughest hole is the 5th. The 568-yard 
par 5 is trouble all the way. With tree on 
both ides and out-of-bounds on the 
right, you may hit a good drive with a 
slight fade - and land right in the dreaded 
oleanders. Land short, and trees and 
rough interfere. There's no relief at the 
green, which is nearly surrounded by 
traps. In the clubhouse you'll find an 
unusual slot machine, one that pays out 
in golf balls, of course. 

Another Strip course, the Las Vegas 
Country Club, is a private club and open 
strictly to members only. A long layout, 
it's rated by pros as one of the state's best. 

The old municipal course on the west 
side of town is now the Las Vegas Golf 
Club, operated under contract for the 
past year by two pros, Jim Colbert and 
Ron Fogler. They already have greatly 
improved the cour e, adding a cour e­
wide watering system, renovating the 
clubhouse and pro shop and acquiring 72 
brand-new electric carts. Probably the 
toughest hole is the 17th, a 218-yarder 
who e green has two levels and traps 
ready to snare errant drive . 

Winterwood, on the east side, pre ents 
an unusual problem; nearly all the greens 
are elevated, and even the best players 
may have problems with depth percep­
tion. The level course measures only 

6,507 yards from the championship tees, 
but it's far from the breeze many people 
think it is. For instance, you'll walk away 
from the 227-yard 3rd hole quite happy 
with a bogey. The tamp-sized green is 
well-trapped in back, urrounded by 
rough- and your drive must carry a lake 
that extends from tee to green. 

North Las Vegas has two interesting 
layouts. Craig Ranch, located north of 
town on Craig Road, is a flat desert 
course with no houses in sight. It has a 
course-estimated 4,000 trees, no traps 
and many live-in quail, rabbits and road 
runners. ext to City View Park is the 
nine-hole orth Las Vegas Community 
Golf Course, the area' s only par-3 layout. 
Fees are particularly low- $3 for 18 on 
weekdays, and $l.50 for club rental and 
pull cart. 

In Henderson, 13 miles south of 
downtown Vegas, is the Black Mountain 
course, named for the 3,634-foot peak 
that looms above. The course is flat and 
wide-open. The most difficult hole, the 
539-yard 5th, gets its rating from the long 
hits required to reach the green in three. 

Paradise Valley Country Club, recent­
ly purchased by the Showboat Hotel, is 
four miles east of McCarran airport. The 
desert course, overlooked by a comfort­
able lounge and bar, has all the ingredi­
ents of trouble: uphill and downhill lies, 
rock-hard desert off some fairways, trees 

and out-of-bounds markers. The wicked­
est hole is the 619-yard 2nd, which angles 
right and then left. The secret is to 
sacrifice distance and stay on the fair­
way. 

The area' s only regulation nine-holer 
is in Boulder City, 24 miles south of Las 
Vegas. The Boulder course is deceiving. 
Take the first hole, for instance. It's 408 
yards, not long for a par 4. But because of 
the fairway traps and a small valley, no 
tee shot is safe. Hit short and you're 
looking a bogey in the eye. 

Calvada Valley Country Club, located 
in Pahrump, 55 miles west of Las Vegas, 
has to be in the top three of every local's 
Ii t. The cour e, designed by William Bell, 
has pos ibly the best greens in the state; 
they are large and immaculate and 
reward the player with a good putting 
touch. The front nine was built on an 
alfalfa field and the back nine on a 
wooded area, where mesquite, tamarisk 
and salt cedar trees provide appealing 
view and hazards. An ambitious irriga­
tion project has created 11 lakes that 
come into play on 13 holes. One such 
hole i the 17th, a 546-yard monster with 
a lake breeching the fairway. Luckily, 
after one more hole you' ll be in the 
clubhouse. 0 

Peter Benton is a golf columnist for the Las 
Vegas Sun. 
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Reno: 
Clubs on the 
Range 
The desert and wildlife 
are part of the challenge on 
Reno-Sparks area courses. 
By Frank Dell'Apa 

Reno courses are known for their 
variety of layouts, wide-open play 
and an abundance of desert wild­

life that keep golfers awake no matter 
how early their tee times. 

They are links built in the desert, "cut 
through the sagebrush with its rocks and 
snakes instead of being like parks," says 
one pro. You won't confuse them with 
Brookline, Merion or other famous clubs. 
But with numerous water and sand 
hazards and imaginative layouts, Reno 
courses are among the most challenging 
in the state. Here is a look at each one: 

Brookside, Reno's only nine-holer, is 
favored by many of the area's senior 
golfers. " It's an easy course to walk," pro 
Dave Warez says, "and we have the best 
greens in the area." Built in 1959 by a 
private corporation, Brookside was taken 
over by the City of Reno in 1968. But the 
course's land was leased on a year-to­
year basis from Reno Cannon Interna­
tional Airport, which two year ago 
turned the back nine into a landing strip. 
Airport expansion probably will swallow 
the rest of the course by the mid-'80s. 
"I've been in golf 32 years and it's the 
first time I've heard of something like this 
happening," Warez says. 

Sierra Sage, nine miles north of Reno 
at Stead, is not a difficult course- if you 
stay in the fairway. The rough, which 
consists of sand and sagebrush, is the 
toughest in the area, and scatter-shot 
hitters also have to contend with 37 
bunkers. The course is home for a 

number of bull snakes, which are harm­
less but sometimes cause a stir when 
they're discovered on the greens. 

Open to member only, Hidden Valley 
Country Club in Reno plays host to the 
annual St. Mary's Hospital Guild exhi­
bitions, which feature famous pros like 
Arnold Palmer, Jack Nicklaus and Lee 
Trevino. It's also the home course of 
Patty Sheehan, the 1981 LPGA rookie of 
the year. A wide-open course, Hidden 
Valley is 7,054 yards from the champion­
ship tees. 

Lakeridge, built on ranch land in 
southwest Reno, i famous for two 
holes-the 15th, with its elevated tee and 
island green, and the 19th Hole, one of 
Reno's best restaurant . The course was 
designed by Robert Trent Jones and built 
by Bill Hull, who left Jones' organization 
to work for Lakeridge in 1968. Hull, who 
is director of golf, made sure Lakeridge 
would be a challenge. There are 76 
bunkers and 12 lakes, not to mention 
2,500 wild geese that drive the greens­
keepers crazy. The par-3 15th hole ha a 
140-foot vertical drop. "There' not a 
dozen courses in the U.S. with a hole like 
it," Hull ays. Lakeridge' 15th has never 
been aced. 

Washoe County Golf Cour e wa built 
in 1936 on the site of Reno' original 
airport. The town's first golf course, 
Washoe is flat and wide-open. The third 
hole, 121 yards, i known a the ea ie t 
hole to ace in the area. But the 11th, at 
173 yards with a blind hot to an elevated 
green, is one of the mo t difficult. 
Washoe was the home of the Reno Open, 
a pro tour event of the 1950 . ow it 
caters mostly to local . 

Wildcreek, Sparks' only golf course, i 
the home of the Women's Pro Golf Tour 
Reno Open. Wildcreek also will host a 
PGA Seniors stop in 1983. With a com­
petitive record of 73, Wildcreek is con­
sidered the area's most challenging course. 
The championship cour e has seven 
lakes and 28 bunker , and there are an 

additional five lakes on Wildcreek's nine­
hole executive (par-3) course. 

Two of the toughest championship 
holes are the 614-yard, dogleg-right 18th 
and the 398-yard 11 th, which has a ditch 
about 300 yards from the tee. "Only two 
people have driven over the ditch on 11," 
says pro Don Krivanek. "One was Pat 
McCleary (of Reno) . The other was Willie 
Mays, who was playing in a pro-am. 

"1 bet him $20 he couldn't do it-and 
he did." 

Besides tough play, Wildcreek is also 
known for its coyotes and in particular 
one called Charlie, who sometime walk 
up while players are putting and make 
off with a golf ball. Krivanek says, "He 
has made himself right at home." 0 

Frank De/l'Apa is a sports writer for the evada 
State Journal and Reno Evening Gazette. 

Cow Counties: 
The Missing 
Links 
We had 11 courses to play, 
1 ,200 miles to drive, and 
nothing to do for eight days 
but play golf. 
By Jim Crandall 

"There's a golf cour e in Gabb ?" 
I a ked during a Sunday out­
ing at the Eagle Valley Golf 

Cour e in Car on City. 
"Yeah, it' called Sandy Bottom," aid 

my traveling geologist friend, Craig Hyde . 
"Gabbs? I uppose the jackrabbit are 

all caddie, too," aid Jim Allander. 
Whenever Hyde would join Allander, 

my elf and Dave Moore on our Sunday 
golfing jaunts, he'd bring tales of more 
golf courses hidden in the sagebrush of 
rural Nevada. At the Hawthorne muni-

(Colltillued 011 /lext page) 

Barnstorming golfers Allander (left) and Crandall hole out on the 7th green at Hawthorne's Walker Lake Country Club . 
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The Nevada Golfer's Scorecard 
Where, how much, how far and par for the 44 
championship and executive courses in Nevada 
and the Lake Tahoe Basin. 

, 

Phone 
(702) 

Pari Yard. Gr •• n F.... Cart. Oat .. 
Cours • . Location Hoi.. Men'. Women', (9/ 18 hole.) (9/18 hole.) Open 

LAS VEGAS 
De.ert Inn Country Club 

Dun .. Country Club 

La. Vege. Country Club 

Las Vegas Golf Club 

Sahara Country Club 

Troplcana Country Club 

Wlnterwood Golf Courae 

NORTH LAS VEGAS 
Craig Ranch Golf Course 

North Las Vegas Golf Course 

HENDERSON 
Black Mountain Golf Course 

Paredl.e Valley Country Club 

SOUTHERN RURAL 
BoulderClty Municipal Golf Course 

Calveda Valley Country Club, Pahrump 

RENO & SPARKS 
Hidden Valley Country Club 

Lakerldge Golf Course 

Sierre Sage Golf Course 

Wa.hoe County Golf Course 

Brook.lde Municipal Golf Course 

Wlldc,.ek Champlon.hlp Golf Course 

Wlldc,.ek Executive Golf Course 

NORTH LAKE TAHOE 
Incline Championship Golf Course 

Incline Executive Golf Course 

Northstar 

Ponderosa Golf Course 

Tahoe-Donner Golf Course 

Woodvlste Golf Course 

Graeagle Meadows Golf Course 

SOUTH LAKE TAHOE 
BIJou Golf Course 

Edgewood Lake Tahoe 

Glenbrook Golf Course 

Lake Tahoe Country Club 

Tahoe Paradise Golf Course 

WESTERN COW COUNTIES 

733-4444 

737-4746 

646-3301 

737-2870 

739-2579 

452-3816 

642-9700 

649-71 71 

565-7933 

451 -2106 

293-3536 

727-5866 

825-2200 

972-1564 

785-4286 

322-6009 

673-3100 

673-3100 

832-11 44 

832-1150 

t 562-101 8 

t587-3501 

t 587-6046 

t546-9909 

t 836-2323 

t 544-2120 

588-3566 

749-5201 

t577-0788 

t577-Q797 

18 72/6.666 72/5,797 $20 g. $30 n $6 

18 72/6.571 72/5.982 $15g. $23n $16· 

18 72/6 .730 74/5.777 mbr/guesl 

18 72/6 .325 7215.686 $6 res .• $8 nonr. $10 

18 71 /6,418 71 /5.761 $20g. $27n $8 

18 70/6.647 7215.697 $18 g. $24 n $8 

18 71 /6.507 71 /5.422 $6 ss. $5 m-I $12 

18 70/6 .00 1 70/5.432 $5.50 $9 

9 27/ 1.128 27/ 1.128 $4 ssh. S3 m-I 

18 72/6.397 74/5.666 $8 ssh. $6 m-I $12 

18 72/6.500 72/5,462 $21 $16 

9 37/3.4 63 37/3.027 $3.501$5.75 $6/$1 2 

18 71 17 .045 73/5.91 6 $20 ss. $18 m-I (Incl.) 

18 72 /6.704 75/5.972 mbr/guesl $12 

18 72/6 .352 72/5.430 $15 $14· 

18 71 /6 .618 72/5.551 $8 $12 

18 72 /6 .551 74/5.866 $8 $12 

9 36/3 .065 36/2.841 $4 wlr .. $5 sum. $6/$10 

18 72/6.783 72/5.718 $17.50 (Incl.) 

9 2711.420 27/ 1.170 $3/$5 (Incl.) 

18 7217 .138 72/6.697 $36 (incl.) 

18 58/3.505 58/2.875 $24 (Incl.) 

18 72/6.890 72/5.51 8 $14'· $7.50· 

9 36/3.000 $7" all day $5.501$ 10· · 

18 72/6 .631 74/6.020 $18 ss. $1 6 m-I $15 

9 35/3 .057 35/2.804 $8/$ 12 $8/$ 12 

18 72/6 .678 72/5.654 $15 ss. $1 2 m-I $15 

9 33/2.400 $3/$5·· 

18 72/7.460 73/5.854 $32 $8 

9 34/2.641 $9 

18 71 /6 .133 72/5.556 $16 $14 

18 66/4.963 66/3.893 $6/$10 $71$12 

Eagle Valley Golf Course, Carson City 887-2380 18 72/6.31 4 7216.030 $6.50 $ 11 

Carson Valley Country Club, Gardnerville 782-3181 18 71 /6.090 72/5.387 $4/$6 $4/$6 

Casa de Mar, Fallon 423-4616 9 36/3 .138 38/2.767 $4/$5 $5/$10 

Mason Valley Country Club, Yerington 463-3300 9 36/3.176 3712.901 $6 ss. $5 m-I 

Walker Lake Country Club, Hawthorne 945-7705 9 35/2,700 34/2.562 $3/$5 $3/$5 
-------------------------------------------

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

May-Ocl. 

June-Sepl. 

May-Ocl. 

May-Ocl. 

May-Ocl. 

spg-Iall 

April-Nov. 

spg-Ia ll 

May-Ocl. 

spg-Iall 

May-Nov. 

May-Ocl. 

Feb.-Dec. 

all year 

all year 

all year 

all year 

Cou,... Pro 

v v v v v Dave Johnson 

v v v Don Welch 

v v v v Bill Farkas. Jr. 

v v v v v Ron Fogler 

v Jim Spach 

v Dick Huff 

v v Joe LePife. Jr. 

Sam Camerano 

R. A. Siewart. mgr. 

Joe Ke lly 

v v v v Hugh Jeff eries 

v v v v Paul Bullock 

vvvvv Ed Jones 

vvvvv Cork Corl 

vvv Mike Mllchell 

vvvv Barney Bell 

vv v Dave Warez 

vvvvv Don Krivanek 

vvvvv Don Krivanek 

Bob Mars hall 

Bob Marshall 

Jim Anderson 

Fred Eliot 

Ric hard Conroy 

Ken Towns 

v v v v v Ornn D. Vincent 

v v Warren MacCarty 

v v v v Ron Parsons 

v v v Dave Beeman 

Tom Duncan 

Bill Merrill. owner 

Milch Graham 

George Dini. owner 

Mike Filzgera ld. mgr. 

Sandy Bottom, Gabbs 9 36 desert clay course 

EASTERN & NORTHERN COW COUNTIES 
Winnemucca Golf Course 

White Pine Golf Course, Ely 

Ruby View Golf Course, Elko 

Spring Creek Golf Course, •. of Elko 

Jackpot Golf Course 

Wells Golf Course 

-- mandalory 

623-9920 

289-4095 

738-621 2 

753-6295 

755-2264 

752-3928 

' --1981 rate 

9 36/3 .250 37/3.250 $6 ssh. $5 m-I 

9 36/3 .278 38/3.072 56 ss. 55 m-I 

18 72/6 .743 73/6.187 $6 ss. $5m-1 · 

18 71 /6 .242 71 /5 .492 $5 

9 36/3.350 36/3.250 56 sSh. $5 m-I 

9 35/2 .930 37/2 .840 $6 Ssh. $5 m-I 

g-holel gues ls n- non-guests 

$11 ·· March-Ocl. v v v Bill Phill ips 

$5/5 10 March-Ocl. v v v v v Joe Cull inane. Jr. 
$12-'~' -----M--a-rc-h--O-C-I.---V~V~v~v~---L-o-u-E-,g-u-r-e-n -------

$12 Aprll-Ocl. v v v v Bert Irish 

$5/$10 March-Ocl. v v v v Bill Downs 

$5/$10 March-Nov. v v v Mike Cerlello 

t -use 91 6 area code t - lor 18 holes unless otherwise nOled 
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... a challenging (6,678 yards, par 72) 
18-hole championship golf course, 
bordering the majestic Feather River, in 
a setting of towering pines ... with the 
Plumas National Forest as an Alpine 
background. 

Open April through November. 

Call 916-836-2323 for starting times. 

COUNTRY 

GRAEAGLE CALIFORNIA 96103 

NEVADA FIRST THRIFT 

SAVINGS 
We Guarantee you the 
HIGHEST SAVINGS on 

MAXI T·BILL 
$10,000 OR MORE 

LOANS 
• REAL ESTATE. MOBILE HOME 

• BILL CONSOLIDATION 

$2,500 TO $50,000 
(NET) (OR MORE) 

NEVADA FIRST 
THRIFT 

RENO 
CARSON CITY 
SPARKS 
FALLON 
WINNEMUCCA 
ELKO 

28 EVADA 

ELY 
INCLINE VILLAGE 
GARDNERVILLE 
LAS VEGAS (4) 
No. LAS VEGAS 
HENDERSON 

Where the Pros (and Ams) Are 
Nevada's swingingest tourneys: 26 professional , pro-am, 
and amateur events guaranteed to keep players and 
spectators on the ball. 

Every year evada has a full line-up of 
tournaments that you can enter as a 

local amateur for titles or for fun . There 
are also a number of pro-ams and opens 
where you can watch some of the 
country's best players. In March the 
women's pro tour vi its the Desert Inn 
course in Las Vega, bringing top swingers 
like Beth Daniels, ancy Lopez and 
Reno's own Patty Sheehan. Events that 
often draw from the men's tour are the 

evada Open, at the Tropicana in June, 
and the Sierra Nevada Open, won by 
Craig Stadler in 1979 and 1980, at Edge­
wood and Incline in July. 

Another highly popular but exclu ive 
tournament form i the hotel invitational. 

evada's hotel-casinos hold pot scrambles 
and invitational for regular gue ts and 
friends, giving player an extra dividend 
on their evada vacations. "Every major 
hotel in this town has held tournaments," 
says Gary Yelverton of the Landmark in 
Las Vegas. "Golf is really big in this town. 
You wouldn't believe how big it's getting, 
the golfers who come in ." 

From the Strip to Jackpot, here is a 
sampling of this year's event you can 
enter or watch. 
$200,000 J&B Scotch Pro-Am, women's 

pro tour event, March 18-21, Desert 
Inn and Las Vegas Country Club 

evada State Golf Assn . Championship, 
Southern Chapter, men's, women's 
and junior clas es, April 24-25, Winter­
wood and Las Vegas Golf Club 

Ely Amateur, May 15-16, White Pine 
orthern evada Seniors Tournament, 

May 22-23, Washoe 
Women's National Public Links Quali­

fier, June 4, Washoe 
Elko Amateur, June 11-13, Ruby View 
American Cancer Society Tournament, 

open to amateurs, June 13, Wa hoe 
evada Open, June 14-18, Tropicana 

Men's ational Public Link Qualifier, 
June 21, Edgewood 

Harrah's Pro-Am, June 29-30, Wildcreek 
Wells Pro-Am, June (tba) 
State Junior Championship, match play, 

July 7-9, Sierra Sage 
Ely evada Casino Amateur, July 17-18, 

White Pine 
$50,000 Sierra evada Open, July 19-22, 

Edgewood and Incline 
Graeagle Invitational Pro-Am, Sept. 9-11 
$20,000 Cactus Pete' Open, pro-am, 

Sept . 9-13, Jackpot 
White Pine Pro-Am, Sept. 25-26 
$15,000 Winnemucca Pro-Am, S pt. (tba) 

ational Championship of Executive Golf 
Courses, Sept. (tba), Incline Executive 

Elko Pro-Am, Oct. 4-5, Ruby View 
Sands Slam-Am, world's longest hitters 

in driving conte ts, Oct. 4-7 Paradi e 
Valley 

Riviera Hall of Fame Golf Cia ic, sports 
heroes tournament, Oct. 6-8, Las Vegas 
Country Club 

Clark County Women's Amateur, Oct. 25, 
Winterwood 

Calvada Valley Pro-Am, Oct. (tba) 
Clark County Men's Amateur, ov. 13-

14, Winterwood 
PGA Seniors Tour Event, June 2-5, 1983, 

Wildcreek 0 

The Experts' Top Picks 

N evada golfers have an insatiable 
urge to explore new courses. 

Wherever players gather, it seems, 
conversation will turn from slices, 
hooks, bad luck and water hazards to 
the characteristics and playability of 
faraway links. 

To separate fact from fiction, Nevada 
asked the state's golf pros (and man­
agers at courses without pros) to name 
their five favorite courses in evada 
and the Tahoe Basin. Of the 40 people 
contacted, 27 pros and two managers 
responded. Overall, the voting was 
surprisingly impartial; if a pro in Vegas 
liked Edgewood at Tahoe, for in tance, 
that's how he voted. 

Followed by the number of votes re­
ceived, here are the experts' top 
choices: 

• Edgewood, Lake Tahoe (24) 
• Incline Championship, Lake Tahoe 

(21) 
• Desert Inn, Las Vegas (11) 
• Dunes, Las Vegas (10) 
• Las Vegas Country Club (7) 
• Paradise Valley, Henderson; Sahara, 

Las Vegas; and Wildcreek, Sparks 
(6 each) 

• Calvada Valley, Pahrump, and Tahoe 
Donner, Truckee (5 each) 

• Hidden Valley, Reno (4) 
• Eagle Valley, Carson City; Lake­

ridge, Reno; and Tropicana, Las 
Vegas (3 each) 

• orthstar, Lake Tahoe (2) 
• HOllorable Melltioll: Sierra Sage and 

Wa hoe County, Reno; Ruby View, 
Elko; Walker Lake, Hawthorne; and 
Graeagle Meadows 0 



(Col/til/lied from previoliS page) 

tions dump. The railroad town of Wells. 
The gambling town of Jackpot. And more. 
It was zany. 

Then, while tipping beers after a late 
autumn round at the Carson Valley 
course in Gardnerville, the grand idea 
struck. 

"Let's plan our week's vacations for 
spring," Moore said after a long pull on 
his beer, "and play every cow county golf 
course in evada." 

"They' re all within a few hours' drive 
of each other," Allander said . "I can 
borrow my mom's motorhome, and we' ll 
only have to play 36 holes a day!" 

Through the long golfless winter we 
joked about our Sagebrush Open, but by 
spring we were polishing our clubs, 
calling golf courses and scanning maps. 
There were 11 courses scattered along 
U.S. 50 and Interstate 80. It would mean 
driving 1,200 mile and playing nearly 
200 holes of golf. But we had eight whole 
days to do it. 

At dawn on Sunday, Memorial Day 
Weekend, I bid adieu to my disbelieving 
wife on the doorstep of our Silver City 
home, and the three of us were off at last, 
pockets stuffed with cash and nothing to 
do but golf our brains out. 

1 The first stop was the ranching 
community of Yerington. Just south 

of town, below the giant, abandoned 
Anaconda copper pit, is the Mason Valley 
Country Club. Off the first tee my drive 
strayed to a neighboring fairway, and on 
the second shot I blocked a local player. 
He came up afterward and said, "Hey, I'm 
really sorry about getting in your way 
back there. If that happens again, just take 
your time. We're in no hurry here." 

We knew these were going to be our 
kind of courses. 

The nine-hole course-played twice to 
make an 18-hole par 72-was flat and 
lined with evergreen trees. An irrigation 
ditch ran through the middle - a pesky 
hazard. 

The toughest hole was the 8th. From 
the tee, the path through the brush and 
over the ditch is marked by two 10-foot 
steel posts set 30 feet apart. Shoot be­
tween them and you are in position to 
chip to the green. But miss and you may 
find your ball stuck in the rusting rem­
nants of farm equipment abandoned in 
the rough. All of us hit well on the first 
nine; on the back nine we were 0 for 3. 

The round completed- and bets settled 
for pars, birdies, greenies and low gross­
we drove madly east and then down the 
east shore of Walker Lake to Hawthorne. 

2 The scrub-brush de ert around 
Hawthorne is marked by countless 

rows of brown dirt mounds built by the 
Feds to house munitions. A private firm 
now runs most of the operations, includ­
ing the Walker Lake Country Club on the 
old Army base at Babbitt. 

(Col/til/lied 01/ I/ext page) 

YOUR SPORTS HEADQUARTERS IN 
THE RENO AREA ... 

MARK FORE~ STRIKE 

A huge selection of fishing , hunting, 
camping and boating accessories. Tennis 
equipment and backpacking gear. 

Nevada & California fishing licenses. 
Friendly advice and directions. 

490 Kietzke Lane 1-80 

322-9559 
to Q) 
C1> .:.:. 
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~ Q) 
co ~ 

Near downtown Reno 'c 
.~ Mill 
:> 

o MGM 
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THE MISSING LINKS 
(Coll/ i llued fro lll previous page) 

At the main gate a woman with a .45 
on her hip directed us to the course. 
Turning the corner of the clubhouse, we 
beheld a sight we'll never forget. 

A canopy of spring rainclouds was 
held aloft by rows of towering trees. At 
their feet spread fairways. The greens 
were of an exotic weave, floating in 
elevated pools at each fairway's end like 
green satin pillows on a velvet bed. 

It was Sunday, and there was only a 
handful of people on the nine-hole 
course. 

"Where is everybody?" we asked the 
manager. 

"1 don' t know," he said. ''It's always 
like this out here." I thought he was going 
to add, " in heaven." 

The course was flat and extremely well 
tended. As we approached the 7th green, 
the clouds parted and the green was 
bathed in golden sunlight. Trees swayed 
in quiet harmony. A rainbow fell earth­
ward, landing on a two-story colonial 
mansion, the lawn of which seemed to be 
an extension of the green. "God must live 
there," said Allander. He was almost 
right; the home was the base command­
er' s. Finishing our 36th hole of the day, 
we camped at Walker Lake. 

Mulligan Stew 

M ore than 12 million Americans are 
playing golf today, and most of 

them would like to tee up in the kind of 
year-round golfing weather they'll find in 
Las Vegas. Rain is seen less frequently 
than a losing weekend for a casino. The 
sun shines brightly nearly every day. The 
climate offers everything for a golfer 
except a cure for the slice. 

But for those of us who play golf in 
such an area, there also are some 
drawbacks. 

For example, if your wife won't stand 
for golf on both Saturday and Sunday, you 
cannot offer an excuse like "1 can't play in 
this weather." The boys know why you 
can't come out to play. 

Constant good weather also prohibits 
the golfer from complaining that drives 
do not go as far in the winter as they do 
in summer. 

Continued sunny skies also make it 
easy to point out the golfers who have a 
drinking problem. In other areas, when a 
chilling wind whips through the fairways, 
the sight of a fellow duffer pulling out a 
flask of brandy from his golf bag is a 
welcome sight. But here in the warm 
climes, only Dean Martin can get away 
with it without raising eyebrows. 

Because of the Las Vegas wealher, 
excuses like, "1 haven't touched a club all 
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3 In the morning it was a quick pot of 
coffee and a 72-mile drive north to 

the Casa de Mar Golf Course in Fallon. 
The nine-hole course uses a number of 
hills and wicked water hazards. The tee 
positions are staggered for each nine, so 
the yardage and hazards change with 
each round. 

The 2nd hole, a 109-yard par 3 (150 
yards on the back nine), should be on 
Wide World of Sports. The approach 
must be made through huge, overhang­
ing cottonwoods. The green's front lip 
drops four feet to a riverbed . The back 
and left aprons meet a chain link fence . 
The right side falls into a tangle of 
willows. Keeping the ball low while 
giving it enough bite to hold had us 
switching clubs in mid-swing. 

After reaching the green a few balls 
poorer, we waved on a pair of locals. One 
guy grabbed a wood and swung hard. His 
ball stopped dead eight feet from the 
hole. "The old nine wood works every 
time," he said. 

4 Late that afternoon rain drops 
began to splatter the dust on the 

windshield as we drove down the rutted 
dirt road that leads from the mining town 
of Gabbs to the clay links known as 
Sandy Bottom. At the clubhouse-the 
only building for miles- the door yielded 
to a good shove. 

Inside the darkened, mildewed room, 
ancient trophies sat on a cobwebbed 
shelf. We found a faded scorecard, took 
our five irons and one putter, and 
marched off in the cleatmarks of earlier 
Gabbs golfers- evada' s true golfing 
pioneers. 

The first tee was a rubber mat. 
Spreading before it was the lakebed fair­
way- hard, sandy clay, cracked like dried 
leather but softened by spring rains. We 
chose our oldest balls and hit away. 

There was no green in sight, so we 
chipped our second shots toward a 
mound of sand with a hole on top, which 
proved to be the green. 

Two holes later the rain began to pour. 
As we sloshed back to the camper, the 
lights came on at the Basic Mining 
Corporation's massive magnesite proces­
sing plant in the hills above Gabbs, 
illuminating the thick smoke that poured 
from its chimneys into the dark sky. 

5 At 10 the next morning we were 
250 miles away in Ely, pounding on 

the motel door of fellow Iinkster Terry 
Seelinger, who joined us for a round on 
the White Pine County course. It was a 
good one. With wide fairways and tight­
knit greens, the smooth, rolling course 
was great for improving drives. Like 
Fallon it uses staggered tee placements to 
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Nevada offers not only year-round golfing weather but also a 
great variety of excuses for missed shots. By Don Digilio 

winter," will not be tolerated or believed. 
But, although the weather cannot be 

used as an excuse, there are other 
distractions that the Las Vegas golfer can 
rely on for good excuses. After all no one 
should have to play this game without 
the benefit of an alibi. 

At the Sahara Country Club one might 
be distracted-should they be the star-
truck type-by comedian Jerry Lewis 

zanily walking and singing down the 
fairway . An even bigger hindrance to a 
golfer's concentration would be the sight 
of comic Buddy Hackett trying to fish 
balls out of one of the many lakes on this 
beautiful course, as is his habit. 

The Sahara course is also the home of 
Donna the Duck. Donna attracted national 
publicity last year when she was spotted 
hanging around the 13th and 18th holes 
with an arrow through her. Although 
arrowless now, Donna still resides on the 
course. Perhaps that explains why so 
many golfers look up when they play 
there. 

For example: "You looked up on that 
shot, Hank." 

"1 know, I thought I saw that damn 
duck flying over." 

Don Rickles can make people in his 
audiences nervous while they are safe 
relaxing in their seats. Imagine having the 

Merchant of Venom in the foursome right 
behind you on the number one tee, while 
you're trying to find the grip to smash a 
four iron to the green. Making the shot, of 
course, is impossible. 

Keeping your eye on the ball while 
playing in Vegas is tougher than most 
people realize. Many of the courses are 
ringed with beautiful homes, apartments 
and condos. Since the sun is nearly 
always shining, the residents often swim 
in the pools and bathe in the sun. 

They include those flashy showgirls 
that you see in all the spectacular revues. 
Since many of them go topless on stage, 
you can imagine what they are wearing 
when they are lounging around their 
pool or trying to catch a few rays of the 
un. If you think this isn't a handicap for a 

Las Vegas golfer, you are sadly mistaken. 
Golfers in Iowa don't have that prob­

lem. 
Thus Las Vegas not only offers year 

around weather for the golfer, but it also 
offers a new variety of excuses for missed 
shots. And any golfer worth a mulligan 
knows how important excuses are on a 
golf course. 0 

Don Digilio is director of publicity at the Aladdill 
Hotel and all avid (year-round) Las Vegas golfer. 



INCLINE VILLAGE 

The Whole In One! 
The Dunes Hotel and 
Country Club offers more 
than any hotel in Las Ve­
gas . The Emerald Green , 
our 18-hole championship 
golf course, is the largest 
in Nevada. Dining at the 
Dunes is a gourmet 's de­
light , whether at the Dome 
of the Sea, for OUf world­
famous seafood , or at any 
of the Dunes ' other won­
derful restaurants . And 
our two pools , Olympic 
and Seahorse , are great 
for relaxing in the fabulous 
Las Vegas sun . We have 
terrific entertainment , 
shopping , health clubs , 
and so much more . The 
Dunes Hotel and Country 
Club. The whole Las Ve­
gas Strip in one. 
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THE MISSING LINKS 
(Continued fro m page 30) 

make a challenging 18 holes. 
Moore, shooting his best game yet, 

had just dropped a birdie putt on the 
14th when a raincloud, its skirts dragging 
across the desert floor, engulfed us. We 
consoled him during the wet race to the 
clubhouse. All bets were canceled. 

That night, 137 miles north, we parked 
on a dirt road outside Wells and were 
asleep in five minutes. 

6 On Wednesday morning we follow­
ed a truck-stop breakfast with a 

quick nine on the Wells course. The 
layout, just four years old, was surpris­
ingly green and well tended. Fairway 
traps and water hazards had us checking 
wind velocity and scanning the fairways 
for surprises. 

One unforeseen hazard appeared on 
the 7th tee. Allander was in mid-swing 
when the automatic sprinklers erupted. 
Soaked, we played through the showers 
as best we could. Afternoon was clearly 
the safest time to play. 

7 By afternoon we were 65 miles 
north in Jackpot. That gambling 

town's challenging nine-holer (soon to be 
a full 18) is impeccable, with lush 
fairways and large greens draped over 
high rolling hills. After an enjoyable 
round, we stopped into the clubhouse to 
compliment the pro, Bill Downs. 

"You didn' t have any balls stolen, did 
you?" he asked as he pointed to a large 
stuffed raven with a golf ball in its beak 
perched on a trophy case. Downs ex­
plained that local ravens, thinking each 
Titleist is an egg, have been known to 
swoop down and carry away players' 
balls and particularly those on the driving 
range. He said that he fooled the wily 
birds for a while by painting the range 
balls yellow, but the pilfering hasn't 
completely stopped. 

8 After a night at Cactus Pete's we 
drove to Elko. The 18-hole Ruby 

View course, built on rolling terrain 
north of town, was jammed, but the 
crowded play moved smoothly. We 
noticed the tournament player had a golf 
marshall running hither and yon settling 
disputes. "This happens every time we 
have a lawyers tournament," a local 
player explained. 

9 From Lamoille, where we stayed at 
a friend's ranch house, we drove 

four miles to the Spring Creek Golf 
Course. The course is fastened to the 
steeply rising foothill s of the Rubies, and 
the clubhouse offers a spectacular view of 
the mountains and valley. 

The trip was taking its toll : we rented 
carts. The 18th hole, a rising dogleg right, 
wa the most chall enging. We prayed our 
drives would land on the slanting fair­
wa y, rather than roll off into the sage­
bru h. It wa also challenging to drive the 
gas-powered golf carts up the teep, 
graveled cart path. The pro, who joined 
us later in the clubhouse, said they had 

used electric carts when the course was 
built in the early '70s, but had to switch to 
gas carts to pull the hills. 

10At 2 p.m. the seventh day, Satur­
day, we were warming up on the 

first tee at Winnemucca. The municipal 
layout was our first "city" course, sur­
rounded by streets on three sides and a 
playground on the fourth . 

It wasn't always so hemmed in. In fact, 
it was once an airfield. Thirty years ago 
the Winnemucca Men's Club laid out a 
course on the old dirt runways and began 
playing. The members planted trees, got 
in some grass and dedicated the property 
to the city in the early '50s. 

The course was fun to play with its tall 
trees and wide fairways, but our aching 
legs and blistered hands prevented us 
from finishing a full 18. We wearily 
played one nine, lugged the clubs back to 
the camper and had steak dinners at the 
Winner's Inn. 

It was 10 courses down, one to go. 

11 On Sunday morning we stopped in 
Lovelock at Brenda's Cafe for eggs 

and sausage. When the bill came, 1 found 
my funds depleted and had to borrow 
from Allander. 

The plan was to drive 130 more miles 
to playa nine-hole course in Empire, near 
Gerlach. The trip would take us within 40 
miles of home, and then jag north 
another 70. 

1 squared my shoulders, but they 

slumped. 1 mustered my courage, but it 
melted. All 1 could envision was another 
day's march, another night on the road 
and the impending doom of work on 
Monday. 

"1 wouldn't mind skipping Empire," 1 
said meekly. 

Allander, eyes straight ahead as he 
accelerated toward Fernley, said, "Well, 
it' s not really that far." 

Moore, pouring coffee and opening 
another pack of cigarettes, said, "But we'd 
get back pretty late tonight." 

Soon we reached a consensus: it was 
time to go home. 

We drove back to the Comstock with 
hardly a word spoken. 1 greeted my wife, 
patted the children on their heads, 
crawled into bed and slept for hours. 

That summer, our weekend threesome 
briefly dissolved. But it wasn' t long 
before the lure of the links had us 
hacking away once more. 

" Did you guys get to play Gabbs?" 
asked Craig Hyde when he joined us one 
Sunday. 

"Yeah," 1 said, "we played old Sandy 
Bottom." 

" Well, did you ever get down to Mina? 
asked Hyde. "1 heard about this great 
little course down there "0 

Jim Crandall's fa vorite course is Eagle Valley 
when he's slicing and Carson Valley when he's 
hitting straight. 

Northstar-at-Tahoe 
Variety says it all! 
Our golf course has enough of its own, with challenging water hazards (on 14 out 
of 18 holes), an NCGA rating of 72.4 and all kinds of breathtaking vistas. Few courses 
provide the kind of variety from hole to hole that you can find at Northstar. And our 
beautiful new clubhouse just opened this year. 
Come over to play or stay. We're only 37 miles from Reno and 96 miles from 
Sacramento. It's close enough for a day's round. Or stay for a few days in one of 
our luxurious condominiums, perhaps through our golt package programs. And 
when you stay with us there's added variety with tennis, swimming and more.-



Patty Sheehan: 
Red-Hot Rookie 
Since she was named 
LPGA Rookie of the Year, 
Reno's Patty Sheehan has had 
sportwriters clustering 
around her like broken tees. 
By Buddy Frank 

I n December, Patty Sheehan was 
named the Ladies Professional Golf 
Association's Rookie-of-the- Year. 

Shortly before the award was presented 
to her in New York, Sheehan returned to 
her family home in Reno. Naturally, she 
held a press conference. 

The setting at Hidden Valley Country 
Club was more carnival than golf. By the 
time Sheehan lined up her first shot, the 
news photographers were jostling for 
position. Friends were firing flash-Pola­
roids. ot surprisingly, her initial drive 
hooked to the left. But there were no 
complaints from Patty. This morning was 
her homecoming. Her day of triumph. 
Her revenge. 

Patty started her career right on course . 

For the woman amateur, golf is a 
lonely pursuit. While the likes of ancy 
Lopez and Donna Caponi have put the 
pro game into the media spotlight, the 
younger players still play in obscurity. 

ASPEN SPORTS 

ALPINE 

FORM ERLY 
SKI TECH & RENTAL 

RENTAL 
Quali ty Equipment For The Whole Family 

. Oaily . Weekly . Seasonal • 

RETAIL 
• Alpine . Cross Country . Windsurfing . 

Bring Your Used Skis & Boots To Our Year Round 
Consignment Ski Shop 

TECHNICAL 
• Binding Mounting . Ski Repair . Ski Tuning . 

All Tuning & Repair Work Satisfa ction Gua ranteed 

VIDEO CRITIQUE 

~
-- A Revolutionary Video S ystem Of Sports Teaching 

and Entertainment . Come S ee It! 

YEAR ROUND INDOOR 
SKI SLOPE SKI SLOPE 

Certified Ski Instruction 

NORDIC 

WINDSURFING 

951 W. MOANA LANE. RENO 

825-8803 827-3205 
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Except in Olympic years, the few lines 
sports writers spare from the ballparks, 
gyms and football fields are assigned to 
boxers and hockey players. At least that's 
how it seemed to Sheehan. "They just 
didn't take me seriously in Reno," she 
recalls. 

That situation has changed. By placing 
second in the $100,000 Las Vegas Putt­
Off and winning the tour's 1981 finale in 
Japan, Sheehan, 25, jumped from the 
back pages of the Nevada State Journal to 
the feature section of Sports Illustrated. 
Patty is now a bona fide sports celeb, and 
it is sweetest at home. " I'm a little creep 
sometimes, but I really enjoyed the press 
conference," she giggles. "I liked rubbing 
it in just a little bit. And while I was doing 
those interviews, I said to myself, 'I've got 
you guys now! '" 

That's a feeling she may enjoy for 
years to come. After her pro debut in 
1980, Patty quicky became a respectable 
tour player. Good, but not great. It took a 
setback to get her game under par. 
During the prestigious LPGA Champion­
ships last June, she missed the cut. For 
the first time she was on the sidelines, 
and that hit her hard. "I couldn't even 
stand to be around myself. I made a 
promise to never let that happen again." 

As everyone in women's golf is 
quickly learning, a Sheehan pledge is a 
serious matter. From that day, Patty was 
never out of the top ten. 

The secret of that comeback was her 
ability to hit long drives. There's power to 
her tee shots that's hard to explain. Lee 
Trevino was one of the first believers. 
During a Reno exhibition in 1976 he was 
paired with Patty, then high school 
junior, and found himself lagging a few 
yards behind on every fairway . 

You might expect booming drives 
from lanky Carol Mann or Kathy Whit­
worth, but from 5-foot-3 Sheehan? She 
credits her power to timing and coordina­
tion, skills inbred from being on the golf 
course as a toddler. 

Golf was always a family sport for the 
Sheehans, but skiing was the erious clan 
endeavor. Her father, Bobo, was the ski 
coach at Middlebury College in Vermont 
and the Olympic mentor for the '56 
games in Cortina. It simply was assumed 
that Patty, like her three older brothers, 
would become a Junior ational ski 
champion. 

Everything was on schedule until 
Bobo made a mistake. When he retired 
from collegiate coaching, he moved the 
family to evada so the new home would 
be near skiing, but with winters mild 
enough to allow him year-round golfing. 
Inadvertently, he launched Patty's career. 

Patty had grown up on the rock-hard 
slopes of ew England and liked them, 
but the packed-powder down hills near 
Reno meant work. Before each event, 
racers in the West have to boot-pack the 
courses to get them firm. Patty balked. "I 
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A Championship Golf Course 
High in the Sierra 

TAHOE DONNER 
Home of the "Tahoe Donner Golf Classic" 

Championship Yardage 6900 yards 
Men's Yardage 6600 yards 

Women's Yardage 6000 yards 

Par 72 Men Rating 70.8 
Par 74 Women Rating 74 

F red Elliott PGA Professional 

TAHOE DO NER * 

Call for starting time • May through October 

(916) 587-6046 

Best selection of 
name brand clubs, shoes, clothing, 

rackets and accessories 
in Northern Nevada 

NEVADA GOLF 
Crossroads Shopping Center 

Kietzke & Peckham, Reno 

(702) 826-2245 Open Daily 9 - 6 
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PHOTOGRAPHY 

DEATH 
VALLEY 

Photographs by Steve Kiser 

Death Valley inspires more awe 
than confidence. Its place names 
warn of infernal hazards-Devil's 
Golf Course, Funeral Peak and 
Nemo. Cataclysmic violence has 
been its natural history, as the 
earth's surface lifted, folded and 
eroded through ages that saw seas 
appearand dryup, volcanoes erupt 
and cool , mastadons flourish and 
vanish. 

Nosing into Nevada from South­
ern California, Death Valley exists 
by extremes. From a vantage on 
the bordering Panamint Range you 
can see the highest point in the 
contiguous United States- 14,494-
foot, snowcapped Mount Whitney 
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- and the lowest-Badwater, 
282 feet below sea level, where 
temperatures can climb into 
the 130s. Anything that can 
survive in Death Valley is a 
miracle of adaptation. 

But if Death Valley' s names 
and natural facts sound 
threatening, they also promise 
color and spectacle-Mosaic 
Canyon, Artists Palette, 
Marble Canyon. The area is a 
tourist' s delight and an artist' s 
study. Photographers especially 
have discovered wonders in 
the tortured scenery. 

Most Death Valley 
photographers work in color. 
The variegated rock, sand 
and sky almost demand it. But 
Steve Kiser prefers black and 
white film , and he hunts for 
contrasts and arrangements not 
of color but of texture and 
light. 

" To me, Death Valley is an 
extremely magical place-one 
of the spiritual places of the 
world ," says Kiser. " I find 
the struggle for life there 
fasci nati ng. " 

Color can be too pretty, he 
thinks, and obscures the 
essence of a subject. " Black 
and white speaks more about 
the inner life of the image. I like 
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to get into the actual image 
and tell what it' s all about, how 
light reacts with the material 
it's illuminating and reveals 
its character. " 

A spire of light on a furrowed 
dune, a bird-like mark in the 
sand or a small boulder on 
the salt pan flats-these surely 
reproduce the facts of Death 
Valley. But in Kiser's prints, 
reality regresses to abstraction 
as emphasis on lines, 
heightened tones, texture 
and informed lighting makes 
the structure of his subjects 
more noticeable and interesting 
than the subjects themselves. 
" I look for how the light 
encroaches on the shadow 
area-how it creates 
abstraction," he says. Living 
and teaching in Palo Alto, 
Kiser has been leading students 
through Death Valley for 
eight years. He also leads 
workshops in Virginia City. 

He often waits hours, with 
camera, for the proper instant. 
In that instant, he captures 
the wilderness both as a record 
and as a work of imagination. 
The baked reaches of the 
valley still seem inhospitable, 
but you feel their striking 
magnificence, too.-RS 
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Sho~ SOlUe Pride: 
Here's 5 ways to show the world you're 

proud to be a Nevadan: 

1. 
o 
NEVADA T-SHIRTS: 
Hard to find , easy to 
wear bright blue T­
shirts with NEVADA 
logo in white across 
the chest. 50/ 50 cotton 
and polyester, 
JUlt $6 
O S 0 M OL 0 XL 

2. 
o 
THE GREAT NEVADA 
HOLD UPI Nevada 
suspenders guaranteed 
not to let you down. 
Dark blue with a wh ite 
Nevada logo. 
$6.50 pair. 
o S (to 5 It) 0 R (5-6 tt ) 
o XL (tall folks) 

3. 
D 
NEVADA CALENDAR 
Great gilt for folks who 
wish they were here. 
Full-color photographs 
by David Muench, 
extra large grid format. 
11 " X 14" 
$6.50 

4. 
o 
SUDS MUGS 
Sparkling glass mug 
with "NEVADA, BET 
ON IT" emblazoned on 
the side. Perfect for 
hot chocolate, beer or 
mart inis. Comes with 
slotted, screw-top lid 
so that it can be used 
as a kiddie bank. 
$5 

5. 
o 
GOLDEN 
ANNIVERSARY 
SPECIAL 
Nevada Magazine's 
award-winn ing publ i­
cat ion celebrat ing the 
50th anniversary of 
legal ized gaming. 
Includes legends and 
facts, the lowdown on 
high roll ing, gangsters, 
showgirls and stars. 
Collectors' item. 
Only $2.95 

Mail this coupon along with your name, address, and a check to: 
Nevada Magazine, Capitol Complex, Carson City, NV 89710 

L~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~. 

EXPLORE 110,000 SQUARE MILES 
OF THE REAL WEST 

FISH 
in crystaline 
lakes, rivers 
and mountain 
streams. 

PHOTOGRAPH 
a land steeped 
in beauty and 
living history. 

SUBSCRIBE 

CAMP AND HIKE 
in wilderness areas 

nestled in lush 
mountain valleys 
and serene desert 

settings. 

GAMBLE 
or watch top 

stars perform in 
lavish casinos. 

to NEVAD A Magazine, your get-away guide to the Real West. 

THE MAGAZINE OF THE REAL WEST 

Explore the Real West in the pages of NEVADA Magazine. A I year (6 issue) 
SUbscription is just $7.95. Clip and mail this coupon today. 

D YES! Send me a 1 year subscription to NEVADA Magazine. 

D My check for 57.95 is enclosed. D Please bill me later. 

NAM E 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE 

40 EVADA 

JH22 

ZIP 

SEND COUPON TO: 
NEV ADA Magazine 

Capitol Complex 
Carson City, NV 89710 

Why does the Nevadan wear blue 
suspenders? Because they're chic 
and very useful with or without a 
belt. High quali ty braces are 2" wide, 
imprinted with NEVADA logo. Three 
sizes: ladies and youth's up to 5' 
height; regular, up to 6' height; XL, 
for tall folks . $6.50 per pair. 

Nevada Magazl"e Suspemteri'J' 
Capitol Comple.l: Carso" GO', NY 89710 



M ayor Dorothy Porter was a riddle. 
orth Las Vegas in the early 

1950s was a tough town for any 
politician to run, but for a politically in­
experienced ex-Ziegfeld girl to slip into 
the city council, straighten out the town's 
tangled finances, and then become a 
tough, innovative mayor-all within two 
year -well, it didn' t seem possible . 

Porter made it possible . She was not 
only a good mayor, she was the state's 
first woman to run a city. She took office 
in 1954, when a woman in politics was 
like a talking dog. Porter was all the more 
a curio ity because she had danced in the 
Follies. Critics disparaged her as a bur­
lesque queen and a "chorine," expecting 
her to collapse under pressure. 

And there was plenty of pressure on 
her. Civic woes plagued orth Las Vegas. 
Utilities were inadequate. Recreational 
facilities were almost nonexistent. City 
Hall itself was just an old garage, shared 
with the police and fire departments. But 
the biggest problem she faced was the 
town's desire to remain a freewheeling 
and boisterous place. Many powerful 
resident wanted freedom from regulation 
and, mo t of all, freedom from dominance 
by La Vegas, less than a mile away. 

"I never tried nor wanted to alter that 
concept of orth Las Vegas," says Porter. 
"It wa and is an essential part of that city. 
However, freedom from restriction also 
meant at that time freedom from con­
veniences. Since that is not a pattern of 
growth, I sought to bring in order and 
direction. I felt I had to do the job-and I 
even survived it. It was not the ea ie t 
time of my life." 

Porter' golden hair is now flaxen, but 
time has been gentle to her fair complex­
ion, and her blue eyes sparkle with the 
same sharp wit which once demolished 
many an adver ary. Her years as a dancer 
till show in her trim figure and erect 

posture. Al 0 the forthright determina­
tion which enabled her to hold together a 
wild frontier city and fight for growth 
programs still hows too. It shows not as 
toughne and acerbity but as a combina­
tion of humor, firm diplomacy and 
hone ty-mixed with a dash of fei ti­
ness. 

Such qualities disarmed orne and dis­
mayed man y of the rugged citizenry of 

orth La V ga in 1953. When he ran 
for city council that year, local new­
paper could find nothing better to carp 
about than her background in how 
bu ine . 

" Ironically my training in the Follies 
helped me," says Porter. "Being a Ziegfeld 
girl might ound glamorous, and inde d 
it wa . It was also exacting. I learned how 
to tand traight for hours on end in 
heavy costume, to dance until I was 
about to drop and to take defeat as well as 
adulation . When people later aid I had 
'spirit, I would think of Mr. Ziegfeld ." 

North Las Vegans elected Porter as 
councilwoman- evada's first in a major 

Dorothy Porter learned "spirit" in the Ziegfeld Follies and used it well in politics. 

The Ziegfold Girl 
inCityHaU 
When North Las Vegas sharpies wanted Dorothy Porter's 
home for a brothel , she fought back-and became the 
state's first woman mayor. By Georgia Lewis 
city. Many endor ed her platform to 
make their town a decent family place by 
bringing there the ba ic elements of 
civilization, uch a water, power, roads, 
civic ordinances and better fire and 
police protection. 

It was a new approach. The town had 
been founded by the Tom Williams 
family in 1919 a a wide-open town, free 
of restrictions and public convenience . 
But there was a pi ntiful uppl y of liquor. 
It was no accident that the town began 
the same year that Prohibition was 
enacted. It wa a bootlegger' haven. 
Even after Prohibition was repealed in 
1931, the town cho e to keep its ungov­
erned style, which, as population in­
creased, resulted in chaos. 

Porter had arrived in orth La 
Vegas in 1949 with her husband, 
Jim Greco, a Pittsburgh busine s-

man. The couple bought a motel, the Air­
way Court, and she looked forward to a 
quiet, settled life. She had been working 
for 27 year. 

Born Dorothy Howell in 1907 in 
Avalon, a town near Pittsburgh, she 
showed musical talent by the age of 
three. Visits to Pittsburgh theaters, where 
he saw performances by Anna Held and 

Pavlova, enforced her determination to 
be a dancer. She trained and practiced 
arduously, and the work paid off. Florenz 
Ziegfeld, always on the lookout for fre h 
talent, invited her to ew York. 
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"Once there it wa n't ea y to e him, 
for ther wa a long line ahead of me," 
Porter a . "Ev ntually an I vator boy 
got me in the ame car a Mr. Ziegfeld. 
But I wa t 0 h to peak or ven look at 
him. He, howev r, tapped me on the 
houlder and with ut formalit asked if I 

would like to b in the Follie . I almo t 
died, but in tead managed to gulp out, 
"Ye , II 

In January 1922, Porter became a 
Ziegf Id girl. She wa 15. "I nvied the 
older girl like Maril n Miller and Gilda 
Grey in their brief co tume . The young 
girls like my elf wore our hair in long 
ringlet and wer dr d a hepherd-

or a heavil powdered and be wig­
g d Japan girl . Th co tume were 
beautiful, but enormou I heavy. I could 
hardly walk in th m, let alon dance. But 
it wa ver exciting." 

Aft r the Folli , Port r played on 
tage with Will Roger , Eddie Cantor, 

G org Je el, Al Jolon and man 
other . Throughout the 1920 he danced 
and wa happy. Her golden curl, blue 

and lovel face cau d Clarence 
Underw d to ch 0 her a the model 

portra al of the Palmolive girl. 
Her face app ared on billb ard and 
po tcard acro the countr , and the 
latt r ar collector' item toda . 

Then came the tock market cra h of 
1929. Th atrical pr ducer went broke, 
and Ziegfeld died in 1931. "Th re w r a 
lot of prett girl ut of work, and I wa 

er the hill at 26," igh Porter. he 
went to Holl wood and appeared briefl 
in everal motion pictur , including 
"Ale ander' Ragtime Band," with Trone 
Power. 

Port r n ver watche her elf on the 
late night rerun . " I wouldn' t have the 
n rv ," h laugh . "Th Holl w od 
make-up man wa alwa telling me what 
wa wr ng with m face . I thought I'd 
have to ha e pia tic surgery to plea e 
him." 

After a eri of mall role he 
decid d it wa time to give up how 
bu ine and returned to w York to 
take cour e and work a a bookkeeper. 
" I wa urprised to find I not only liked 
bu in but I had the head for it," h 
ays. 

After her marriage to Jim Gr co and 
the move to orth La V ga , Porter 
anticipated dome tic tranquilit . But with 
the reop ning of ellis Air Force Ba e in 
the pring of 1950, La V ga came under 
more f deral crutiny. In ovember the 
Kefauver enate com mitt e arrived in La 
Vega to prob political and gambling 
interest. The local red-light di trict, 
which had operated openl for 45 ear , 
wa clo ed down. Broth I own r moved 
into the op n territor of orth La 
Vega . The Airwa Court, cl to th 
new ba e, appealed to tho intere ted in 
the brothel bu in ,and D roth and 
Jim were ubmitt d to increa ingly trong 
pre ur to ell out. It was during a 
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Porter (left) rides in a 1953 parade, a year before she became mayor. Three other 
Nevada women have been mayors: Reno's Barbara Bennett, elected in 1978; Carlin's 
Wanda Borden, 1974-78; and Caliente's Doris McGee, 1976-77 

particularly brutal iege of hara ment 
that Jim di d of a heart attack. 

At fir t he wanted to give up and 
return ea t. But eing that the influx of 
bar and brothel were furth r down­
grading orth La V ga , the spirited 
woman got angry and decided to fight to 
k ep her motel. 

"When I wouldn't 11, ome o-called 
official told me my motel did not comply 
with building tandard . Or that ome­
thing wa wrong with the water upplyor 
ewer y tem or even that the tr e were 

too clo e. I pent a lot of time going over 
the city book and found th re were no 
re triction . It wa then that I determined 
to do omething about the tem in 

orth La Vegas." 

I n 1952 h married local attorney 
John Porter and ran for cit council 
the following ear. She won, defeat­

ing thre mal candidates. Her opponent 
mirked and waited for her to r veal 

her elf a a typical dumb blond . On the 
c uncil, Port r confounded them b 
showing her financial and bu ine acu­
m n. Her amazed colleague wa ted no 
time in appointing her financ commi-
ion r and vice pre ident, and he et 

about putting in order the cit ' financ . 
Le than thr ear later the orlll Las 

ews could boa t that th 
" in a ound a financial hape a 
in evada." 

Meanwhile, he becam ma or. In 
Januar 1954 the cit wa rocked by the 
indictment of the mayor and thr e 
council member by the lark Count 
grand jury on charges of malfea ance. 
Porter wa le ft to carryon m t of the 
bu in of government. B late ummer 

f 1954, n w council members had been 
named, and after the re ignati n of 
Ma or Earl Webb, the n w c uncil 

lect d Doroth Port r ma or. 
She th n took up th gavel and 

d clared: "Let' get down to work and 

how everyone in the tate we can do 
better. Let u re tor to orth La Vega 
the good nam that it de erve ." 

It wa not to be ea y. ity Hall wa 
hared b all city entitie . Fire engine 

were k pt in the building. "They had to 
be m ved out ide at council meeting 0 

the public could queeze in," a Port r. 
"We had no jail, 0 unle La Vega 
made room for our pri on r , th Y went 
free ." 

Furth rmore, Cit Hall wa oppo ite 
the Tower Club, a hangout for rowdi in 
tho e day . So it was a rare council 
meeting that wa not di rupted by ran­
corou , tanked-up di ident . Council 
e ion often went on into the earl 

hours of the morning. 
Mayor Dorothy, as he wa called, 

tarted initiative to get a wat r y t m, a 
po t offic , paved and lighted treet , and 
pia ground for children, and he fought 
to g t mon y to help the cit grow. 

"Tho were long day ," recall Porter. 
"I wa in the office b a.m., and we had 

veral council meeting a week at night. 
But I continu d to do my own grocery 
hopping, for that way I got to h ar 

p ople' pinion . I kept open hou e and 
encouraged pe pi to drop by anytime. I 
loved to cook an way. Later it got too 
hectic to cook for the flow of vi itor , but 
the till came." 

Porter acquir d 550,000 fr m the 
fed ral government to repair flood dam­
ag and to organize a $500,000 count 
bond i ue. Porter al 0 arrang d for th 
building of the mo t modern cit hall in 
outhern evada, a fir and pofice 
tation, and a new water work , including 

a three million gallon re ervoir and flood 
control tem. he al 0 got an alloca­
tion of $90,000 from a 4.5 million lark 
Count r creation bond i ue to build a 
recreati n cent rand wimming pool for 
her city. 

Porter' mo tout poken foe gave her 
credit for the e accompli hm nt . But her 
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attempts to remove police chief Clarke 
Davison and city attorney George Frank­
lin, both of whom left their jobs under 
pressure, were unpopular. With Franklin's 
help, a recall movement began late in 
1955. 

"Many men felt I should have stayed 
in the kitchen at home and that if I had to 
be mayor at least I should have left the 
men to their own affairs. I fired the 
officials because as mayor I didn't think 
they were doing their jobs properly. But I 
was severely criticized for this. I felt it 
was my place to do it, and I'm glad I put 
up such a fight," she says. 

By May of 1956, Porter, exhausted, 
was glad to retire. She had played the 
most demanding role of her life. Her 
health had suffered and her marriage was 
deteriorating. "I had done what I et out 
to do. The budget was balanced and the 
new city hall was being built. It was time 
for me to go home, salvage my marriage 
and return to my own life." And she did. 

In 1959 John Porter was appointed 
deputy to Attorney General Roger Foley, 
and Dorothy went with her husband to 
Carson City. She continued to support 
the Las Vegas Convention Center, which 
had opened that year. She is the only 
woman named on the commemorative 
plaque at the Center. 

Porter enjoys the activities in the 
California chapter of the Ziegfeld Club 
and attends the reunions. "I get embar­
ras ed at reunion ," she says, "when it is 
always brought up that I'm the only 
Follies girl to have become a mayor, for it 
wa n't that big an achievement. I don' t 
think the other 'old girls, including Ruby 
Keeler, would be very thrilled if I told 
them how much time I had spent as 
mayor plotting ewer and water systems 
and sidestepping the burle que queen 
remarks," she la ughs. 

The Porter live quietly today in a 
delightful, rambling old home in a 
residential ection ettled by La Vegas 
pioneers. She watches events in orth 
La Vega clo ely and was disappointed 
when Mary Kinkaid lost in her bid for 
mayor in May 1981. 

"It would be an easier time for a 
woman today. People would readily 
accept her," Porter says a little sadly, 
perhaps thinking of her own battle and 
occa ional defeats. 

Her tenure a mayor was controversial 
and difficult, but her place in evada 
history is secur - not imply because she 
wa evada's first woman mayor or be­
cau e he i the only Ziegfeld girl to 
become a mayor. Becau e sh was an 
effective mayor, helping transform orth 
La Vegas from a frontier community into 
a trong, expanding modern city, she 
deserves to be remembered and emu­
lated. 0 

Georgia Lewis is a Las Vegas writer alld his­
toriall alld a regular COli tributor to evada 
Magazine. 

• 

Motor Hotel and Casino 

"Where everyone goes to win." 

Over 1 00 luxurious rooms. Entertainment 
$100 drawing every hour (from 7 p.m. to midnight) 

24 hour coffee shop. Prime Rib Room 
Buffet (all you can eat) • Famous Sunday Brunch 

Solar heated swimming pool. Banquet rooms 
10% discount dinner for senior citizens 

Convention Center 

El Capitan 
Old fashioned hoopitality offering the bEst in year round fun. 

Hawthorne, Nevada 702-945-3321 
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THE NEVADA CALENDAR by Jim Crandall & Roger Smith 

Good Times & Great Events 
in March & April 

Scat Cats in Reno 
What happens when thousands of music stu­
dents meet international jazz stars in Reno for 
four days of instrumentals, singing and danc­
ing? The Reno International Jazz Festival-and 
some of the swingingest music you can turn an 
ear to anywhere. The 20th edition of the festival, 
March 11-14, promises another round of vir­
tuoso, multi-style jazz when drummer Art Blakey, 
the avant-garde band Kinesis, the LA Jazz 
Choir, the Swiss Romande Instrumentale of 
Geneva, and the Waseda High Society Orches­
tra of Japan perform. They will also conduct 
workshops at the Pioneer Theatre for elemen­
tary, middle school, high school and college 
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bands from throughout the West and Midwest. 
But the festival is not just for students. All 

music lovers will enjoy turning out and tuning in 
to the four days and nights of jazz. 

John Carrico, music professor at the Univer­
sity of Nevada-Reno, founded the festival in 
1962 to bring jazz education to students of rural 
western schools and to expose them to profes­
sional guest artists. "We want to keep abreast of 
the changes in jazz by presenting music in the 
jazz tradition, but including elements of rock, 
electronic music, student arrangements and 
compositions, and also swing choirs," Carrico 
once said. 

That means you can buy concert tickets 
and hear international jazz Friday evening and 
the headliner American artists Saturday evening 
or buy day passes and listen to student bands 
compete for festival awards, beginning at 8a.m. 
each day. You can also wander into the instru­
mental workshops and vocal clinics that the pros 
hold for students and pick up some fine points on 
the art of jazz. 

Strangely enough, the festival was the best 
kept secret in Reno until 1977. "Everyone all 
over the West Coast knew it existed, except the 
people in Reno," says Carol Pozzi, festival direc­
tor since 1 974. But that year the doors were 
opened to spectators for the first time, and the 
combination of big-name jazz performers and 
big-band student music attracted jazz fans by 
the thousands. 

Among past guest stars are Ran Blake, a 
third-stream jazz pianist who combines tradi­
tional jazz and classical styles; Matrix, a jazz­
rock fusion nonet; and John Handy, a tenor 
saxman of the improvisational school. Vocal in­
novators have included Eddie Jefferson, the first 
person to transcribe be-bop instrumental solos 
for voice successfully; John Hendricks, writer 
and singer; and Joe Williams, vocalist with Count 
Basie's big band. 

Foreign jazz groups have come to Reno from 
all over the free world and behind the Iron 
Curtain. The festival's winning student bands, in 
turn, are invited overseas to Switzerland's Mon­
treux Jazz Festival and Holland's North Sea 
Festival. For many contestants, the festival marks 
the beginning of a career in music-some, like 
Kinesis and jazz-fusion pianist Rodney Franklin, 
as recording artists. 

Although John Carrico died in 1979, his in­
novative spirit continues to touch the festival 
under the guidance of his son, John Carrico, Jr., 
and Pozzi. This year they plan a concert of ex­
perimental jazz dance with live instrumentation 
in addition to the regular band and vocal music. 

Students and jazz fans love it all . And pro­
fessional musicians like it, too. Renowned tenor 
sax player Art Pepper has referred to the festival 
as "one of the healthiest, most vital events in 
student music." 

Tickets ($5-$8) are available at the Youth 
Music Foundation, Box 6585, Reno, NV. 89513. 
for information call 329-1324.-Elzy Kolb 



WEST 

Nevada's 
events, shows 
and celebrations 
are listed by region 

NORTH 

as a speedy reference for 
weekend trips and vacations. 

South 
Nevada' s area code is 702. 

ONGOING EVENTS 

--

Las Vegas Mormon Fort Tours, Tues.-Sun. 
Historic and Cultural Tours, Las Vegas, info. 
382-7198 
Historic artifacts on display, Southern Nevada 
Museum, Henderson, and UNLV Museum of 
Natural History, Las Vegas 

Stompin' in Mesquite 

MARCH 

Abstract Paintings by Susan Packard, thru 5, 
Charleston Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas 
Musical Revue, 2-27 Meadows Playhouse, 8pm 
Tues.-Sat., 2pm matinees Sat., Las Vegas 
Open House, Lorenzi Park Adaptive Center, 
3, displays, tours & refreshments, 1 Oam-7pm, Las 
Vegas 
Troplcana Blackjack Tournament, 3-7 Tropi­
cana Hotel, Las Vegas 
Nevada Marine Trade Assoc. Boat Show, 3-8, 
Tropicana Hotel, Las Vegas 
" The Gin Game," 4-13, Clark County Com­
munity College Little Theatre, 8pm Thurs .-Sat., 
2pm matinee on 13th, Las Vegas 
" Blood Wedding," 4-14 , Judy Bayley Theatre, 
8pm Thurs.-Sat.,2pm matinee on 14th, UNLV, Las 
Vegas 
UNLV v. BYU, 5-6 , baseball , 11am on 5th, noon 
on 6th, UNLV, Las Vegas 
" Nightingale," 5-21 Hans Christian Anderson 
fairy tale play, 7pm Fri., 2pm Sat. & Sun., except 
7pm on 6th, Whipple Cultural Center, Las Vegas 
March of Dimes Telethon, 6-7, Sam's Town, Las 
Vegas 
Chamber Symphony, 7 Charleston Heights 
Arts Center, 2pm, Las Vegas 
Charleen Gagliard: New Works, 7-4/2 , paper 
sculpture, Charleston Heights Arts Center, Las 
Vegas 
Two Stiffs from Nevada Making Art, 7-4/2, 
sculpture and drawings, Whipple Cultural Center, 
Las Vegas 
UNLV v. Gonzaga, 9-10, baseball , 2pm, UN LV, 
Las Vegas 
So. Nevada Jr. Livestock Show & Sale , 10-13, 
Las Vegas Convention Center, info. 733-2335 
Esterhazy Baryton Trio, 11 classical music, 
8pm, Charleston Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas 

On March 26-27 up to 200 couples in western shirts and gingham dresses will dos-a-dos into 
the Mesquite High School Gym for the Desert Dancers festival. They will feast, rollick through 
round and square dance workshops, and swing in the evenings to the calls of Ron Jowash and 
Cliff Harry. Up in Elko, the Sagebrush Spinners will whirl March 6,7 and 13. 

Snow and Stills 
The nine-day North Tahoe Snowfest, pro­
duced by North Shore towns and ski resorts, 
promises an avalanche of events for the 
whole family on March 5-14. Events include 
ski competitions, taco eating contests, a 
snowmobile torchlight parade, costume par­
ties, street dances, fireworks, snow sculpture, 
snow golf, a Stephen Stills concert and scads 
more. For details see calendar listing. 

World Wide Flea Market, 12-13, Las Vegas 
Convention Center, 9am-6pm 
UNLV v. Oklahoma, 12-13, baseball , 11 am, 
UNLV, Las Vegas 
Festival Chamber Players, 14, Charleston 
Heights Arts Center, 2pm, Las Vegas 
It' s a Small , Small World, 14-4/3, exhibits of 
miniature art, Flamingo Library, Las Vegas 
Larry Holmes v. Jerry Cooney, 15, WBC heavy­
weight boxing championship, Caesars Palace, 
Las Vegas 
" Tortilla Flat," 15, free movie, 7pm, Charleston 
Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas 
J&B $200,000 National LPGA Pro-Am, 18-21 
Desert Inn Country Club, Las Vegas 
Kite Karnlval , 19-21 competitions, 9am-1 pm, 
Jaycees Park, Las Vegas, info. 386-6296 
UNLVv. Arizona State, 19-21 ,baseball , 1 :30pm, 
UNLV, Las Vegas 
" White Heat," 21 movie, 2pm, Flamingo li­
brary, Las Vegas 
Musical Arts Chorus & Orchestra , 21 Charles­
ton Heights Arts Center, 3pm, Las Vegas 
" The M ikado," 22, Opera a In Carte, 8pm, Ham 
Hall , UNLV, Las Vegas 
UNLV v. Southern Utah State , 23 , baseball , 
noon, UNLV, Las Vegas 
" Twelve Angry People," 25-4/24 , Las Vegas 
Little Theatre, 8:30pm Thurs.-Sat., 3pm matinee 
28 & 4/18 
UNLV v. Northern Colorado, 26-27 baseball , 
2pm on 26th & 11 am on 27th , UN LV, Las Vegas 
Desert Dancers Festival, 26-27 square danc­
ing, 7:30-11 pm both nights, with round dancing 
workshop 10-11 :30am, chicken dinner at noon 
and square dance workshop 2:30-4:30pm on 
27th, Mesquite High School Gym 
Contemporary Dance Theatre, 26-28, Judy 
Bayley Theatre, 8pm, UNLV, Las Vegas 
Hospital Olympics, 27 Las Vegas Silver Bowl, 
info. 733-2335 
Horseman Assoc. Rodeo, 27-28, Horseman's 
Arena, 11 am, Boulder City 
Nevada String Quartet, 28, Flamingo Library, 
2pm, Las Vegas 
UNLV v. UCLA, 30-4/ 1, baseball , 2pm, UNLV, 
Las Vegas 
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Every Which Way 
But Schusse 
You can watch Clint Eastwood speed down 
the face of a mountain or Barbie Benton 
buckle her boots at the John Denver Celeb­
ritySki Tournament March 13-1 4 at Heavenly 
Valley Lake Tahoe. This year's extravaganza 
promises to bring hoards of your favorite 
stars to race in slalom matches, hobnob with 
the crowds and discuss racing strategy with 
NBC television crews. 

APRIL 

" Twelve Angry People," 1-24, Las Vegas Little 
Theatre, 8:30pm Thurs.-Sal. , 3pm matinee on 18th 
Pizza Hut Classic, 1-3 basketball , Las Vegas 
Convention Center, Info. 733-2335 
Spring Jamboree, 3, downtown Boulder City, 
8am-4pm 
Town & Country Flea Market, 3-4, Las Vegas 
Convenlion Center, 9am-6pm 
Travel Fair, 3-4, Las Vegas Convention Center, 
Info. 733-2335 
Arts Fair, 3-4, Paradise Park, 10am-5pm, Las 
Vegas 
Karate Tournament, 4, Karate Assoc. of Nevada, 
Las Vegas Convention Center, info. 733-2335 
The Nevada Chamber Ensemble, 4, Charleston 
Heights Arts Center, 2pm, Las Vegas 
Art-A-Falr, 4-30, exhibits, Charleston Heights 
Arts Center and Flamingo Library, Las Vegas 
L. V.-Act 3 , 4-30, paintings by Richard Guy 
Walton of Virginia City, Whipple Cultural Center, 
Las Vegas 
Science Fair, 5-7, LasVegas Convention Center, 
info. 733-2335 
Fitzsimmons House Country Fair, 8-10, Las 
Vegas Convention Center, info. 733-2335 
UNLV v. Unlv. of Pacific, 11 -12, baseball , 3pm 
on 11th, 11 am on 12th, UNLV, Las Vegas 
" An Evening with the Royal Ballet," 12, free 
movie, 7pm, Charleston Heights Arts Center, Las 
Vegas 
" The Scene Changes," 13, free dance mOVie, 
7:30pm, Charleston Heights Arts Center, Las 
Vegas 
UNLV v. Grand Canyon College, 13-15, base­
ball , 2:30pm, UNLV, Las Vegas 
Boat & RV Show, 13-19, Las Vegas Convention 
Center, info. 733-2335 
" Who' s Afraid of Virginia Woo It?" , 13-5/8, 
Meadows Playhouse, 8pm Tues.-Sal., 2pm mati­
nees Sal., Las Vegas 
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UNLV v. Loyola·Marymont, 16-18, baseball , 
7pm on 16th, 5pm on 17th, noon on 18th, UNLV, 
Las Vegas 
Sen ior Olympics, 16-25, UNLV Sen ior Center, 
Las Vegas 
Bottle Show, 17-18, Las Vegas Convention 
Center 
Gems forthe '80s, 17-18, rock, minerai and gem 
show, Hacienda Hote l, 10am-8pm Sal., 10am-
5pm Sun., Las Vegas 
" Shall We Dance," 18, dance film, Flamingo 
Library, 2pm, Las Vegas 
Afternoon In Old Vienna, 18, polka and waltz 
music byClvic Symphony, 2pm, Whipple Cultural 
Center, Las Vegas 
Cantor String Quartet, 18, Charleston Heights 
Arts Center, 2pm, Las Vegas 
Alan King Tennis Classic, 18-25, Caesars Pal­
ace, Las Vegas 
" Wild Strawberries," 19, free mOVie, 7pm, Char­
leston Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas 
" What's New," 20, free dance movie, 7:30pm, 
Charleston Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas 
Italian Feast, 20-21 Las Vegas Convention 
Center, info. 733-2335 
Henderson I ndustrlal Days, 21 -25, beauty pag­
eant, parade, carn ival, bowling and golf tourna­
ments, Henderson, info. 565-8951 
Troplcana Tiffany Golf Classic, 21 -25, Tropi­
cana Country Club, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas Symphony, 22 , Ham Hall, 8pm, 
UN LV, Las Vegas 
Home Show, 22-25 , Las Vegas Convention 
Center, Info. 733-2335 

Henderson: Town of Steel 

Framed in Hazen 
Talented amateur photographers from as far 
away as Monterey and as near as Fallon 
display their finest black-and-white and color 
prints on March 20-21 at the Hazen Com­
munity Hall, the former town jail. The Photo­
print Show's entries and visitors each yearfar 
outnumber the residents of Hazen, which has 
a population of 20 and a history as a Southern 
Pacific Railroad stop. 

" Jesus Christ Superstar," 22-5/9, Judy Bayley 
Theatre, 8pm Thurs.-Sal., 2pm matinee 5/9, UN LV, 
Las Vegas 
" The Solid Gold Cadillac," 22-5/2, Las Vegas 
Community Theatre, 8pm ThurS.-Sal., 2pm Sun. 
Jaycees' Cycle Run, 24 , c ity park, 9am, Boulder 
City 
Nevada String Quartet, 25, Flamingo Library, 
2pm, Las Vegas 
Blackjack Invitational Tournament, 25-29, 
Sands Hotel, Las Vegas 
" Death Trap," 25-6/ 19, Meadows Playhouse, 
8pm Tues.-Sal., 2pm matinees Sal., Las Vegas 
$225,000 Mint 400, 29-5/2, off-road desert 
race, headquarters at M int Hotel, registration on 
29th, starts on 1st at Las Vegas Speed rome 
UNLV v. San Francisco, 30-5/ 1 baseball , 7pm 
on 30th, 5pm on 1 st, UN LV, Las Vegas 

If you visit Henderson during Industrial Days, April 21-25, don't be surprised if the residents 
celebrate as if there were no tomorrow. They know there will be, and that's why they rejoice 
with such fervor. Old timers remember when the mile-long iron and steel spires of the massive 
Basic Magnesium plant, whose construction in 1942 created Henderson, was to be sold for 
scrap iron after the war. Nevada's newest town seemed doomed. But the Nevada legislature 
bought the plant in 1947 and sublet sections to chemical companies. Workers were soon back 
on the job. By 1952 the population had doubled to 12,000, and the town's longevity was 
secure. Hence, the somewhat boisterous five-day celebration of life which features a beauty 
pageant, parade, kids' talent show, rodeo, carnival , golf and bowling tournaments and general 
hoopla throughout Henderson. 



Central 
MARCH 

Future Homemakers of America State Con­
vention, 17-20, Bnstlecone Convention Center, 
Ely, Info. 289-3720 

APRIL 

Episcopa l Diocese of Nevada Convention , 
30-5/3, Bristlecone Convention Center, Ely, Info. 
289-3720 

North 
MARCH 

Sagebrush Sp inners Square Dance, 6-7 & 13, 
square and round dancing, Grammar School No. 
2, Elko, Info. 738-3666 
Sheepherders Ball, 13, Basque Club House, 
9pm-2am, Elko, Info. 738-3809 
World Championsh ip Cutter and Charlot 
Races, 20-21 & 26-28, fairgrounds, Elko, info. 
738-7135 
Ronn ie Brown Trio, 23 , CIVIC Audltonum, 8pm, 
Elko 
Intermounta in Coaches Clin ic , 26-27 Cactus 
Pete's Convention Center, Jackpot 

APRIL 

Snake River Art isans Art Show, 30-5/2, Cactus 
Pete's Convention Center, Jackpot 

West 
ONGOING EVENTS 

Dayton Flea Market, weekends 
Nevada State Museum, 8:30-4 :30 Wed.-Sun., 
Carson City 
Church il l County Museum, 9-5 Mon.-Sat., Pho­
tographs & Memones, Fallon 
Lyon County Museum, 10-4 Sat., 1-4 Sun., 
hlstonc artifacts, Yenngton 
St, Ph i ll ip' s Center Gallery, 2-6 Wed.-Mon., art 
exhibits, Hawthorne 
Nevada Art ist s Assn, Gallery, 10-4 Mon -Sat., 
449 W. King St., Carson City 
Nevada Histo rica l Society, 8-5 Mon.-Fn., 9-5 
Sat., 12-5 Sun., exhibit, "The Union Movement In 
Nevada," 1650 N. Virginia St., Reno 
Stremmel Galleries, 8-6 Mon.-Frl. , 9-4 Sun., 
selected works by George Carlson, Mark Dally, 
Len Chmeil , Chen Chi, Stanley Bliefeld and Bruce 
Kurland, 1400 So. Virginia, Reno 
Reno Tahoe Visito rs' Center, 10-2 Tues.-Sat., 
art exhibit, 135 N. Sierra, Reno 
Atmospherlum-Planetarlum, open dally, " Laser 
Light Show" & .. Death of the Dinosaurs," UN R, 
Reno, show Info. 784-4811 
Amateur Ski Races, Sundays, 12:30, Sierra Ski 
Ranch, Echo Summit, Info. 916-659-7475 

MARCH 

Art Exh ibit , thru 17 "New Work" by Paul Koss 
and " Large Minimalist Paintings" by Norma Cody, 
Sheppard Gallery, UN R, Reno 
Arts o f Kenya , thru 4/1 8, Sierra Nevada Museum 
of Art, Reno 
UNR v, UNLV, 2, basketball , 7:30pm, Coliseum, 
Reno 
Reno Gem & M inerai SOC iety, 3, 480 S. Rock 
Blvd., 8pm, Sparks 

State H igh Schoof Basketball Tournament, 4-
6, Coliseum, Reno 
Star Viewing, 5, Atmospherium-Planetarium, 
Reno, Info. 784-4812 
UNR v, San Jose State, 5-6, baseball , 2:30pm 
on 5th, noon on 6th, Moana Stadium, Reno 
Backwoods Jazz, 6, Cloud's Cal-Neva Lodge, 
8pm & 11 pm, Crystal Bay 
Young People' s Perform ing Arts Series, 6, 
Reno Jazz Dancers and Nevada MusIc Ensem­
ble, 1 0:30am, Pioneer Theatre, Reno 
North Tahoe Snowfest, 6-14, parade & ski jump 
6th, mogul spectacular 7th, fireworks 8th, celebrity 
race 11 th, pro freestyle, Stephen Stills concert 
13th, NASTAR Race 14th and much more, Truckee, 
Tahoe City, Kings Beach and Incline Village, lnfo. 
916-583-2371 
Reno Ph ilharmonic, 9, Pioneer Theatre, 8:15pm, 
Reno 
Reno Internationaf Jazz Festival , 11-14, band 
competitions, professiona l concerts, dance ex­
hibitions, Pioneer Theatre, Reno, Info. 329-1324 
Kronos Quartet, 12-13, classical concert, 8pm, 
Granlibakken Resort, Tahoe Cit yon 12th, Cloud's 
Cal-Neva Lodge on 13th 
" Man of La Mancha," 12-13 & 18-21 mUSical 
comedy, 8pm on 12-13 & 18, 7:30pm & 10:30pm 
19-20, 2pm on 21 st, Church Fine Arts Theatre, 
UNR, Reno 
Levi Strauss Ski Race, 12-13,Alplne Meadows, 
N. Lake Tahoe 
Corbett-Fitzsimmons Fight H istorical Marker 
Ded ication , 14, southeast corner of Pratt & 
Musser, 2pm, Carson City 
Equ itabfe Family Ski Challenge, 14, Heavenly 
Valley, S. Lake Tahoe 

Wimbledon in Vegas 
Top tennis pros will vie for over $250,000 in 
prize money at the Alan King Tennis Classic 
Aprif 18-25 at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. 
Past champions include Bjorn Borg, Jimmy 
Connors and Rod Laver. The pros are also 
joined by amateur stars who mingle and 
volley on the courts, It's Wimbledon, Nevada 
style. 

Spring Cooking 
in Boulder 
You're invited to help the residents of Boulder 
City quash the winter doldrums at their annual 
Spring Jamboree on April 3. From 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. the town will celebrate the sunshine with 
a parade, sidewalk sale, juried art show, arts 
and crafts demonstrations a nd a golf tourney. 
Above, cooks Fran Knauss and Bud Ripley 
get ready for the pancake breakfast that 
starts the festivit ies. 

NatlonafAfplneSfalom RacefortheBllnd , 14, 
Kirkwood Meadows, S. Lake Tahoe 
Students' Job Fair, 16-17 Pioneer Theatre, 
9am-4pm, Reno 
S ierra Mounta in Race, 17, cross-country skiing, 
running and bicycling triathalon, lOam, Nordic 
Center, Squaw Valley, N. Lake Tahoe 
St, Patrick' s Day Powder Devil , 17 Soda 
Spnngs, Donner Summit 
Mark Fisher Memorial Race, 18-21 downhill 
skIIng, Squaw Valley, N. Lake Tahoe 
Reno Boat & Sport ShOW, 18-21 Coliseum, 5-
1 Opm on 18-19, 11 am-I Opm on 20th, 11 am-7 pm 
on 21 st, Reno 
Sweet Adelines, 18-21 Pioneer Theatre, Reno, 
Info. 786-5105 
National Freestyle Ski Competition, 18-21 
Squaw Valley, N. Lake Tahoe 
Star Viewing, 19, Atmospherium-Planetanum, 
Reno, Info. 784-4812 
Photo Realist Prints and Student Show, 19-
4/5 , Sheppard Gallery, UNR, Reno 
" Once upon a Mattress," 19-4/3, musical com­
edy, 8pm Fn. & Sat., Carson City Community 
Center, Info. 883-1976 
Star Party, 20, Astronomical Society of Nevada, 
sundown, Palomino Valley, Reno, in fo. 747-5237 
Singles League Ski Race, 20,Alpine Meadows, 
N. Lake Tahoe 
State Gymnastics Championsh ips, 20, Flips 
Academy Gym, Reno, in fo. 331-2200 
UNR v, Un lv. of Pac if ic , 20-21 , baseball, 2:30pm 
on 20th, 1 pm on 21 st, Moana Stadium, Reno 
T hieves' Market, 21 Nevada State Fair­
grounds, 9am-5pm, Reno 
Family Ski Race, 21 Soda Springs, Donner 
Summit 
Reno Chamber Orchestra, 21 , Masonic Theatre, 
3pm, Reno 
World A irlines Ski Championsh ips, 21-22 , 
Heavenly Valley, S. Lake Tahoe 

(COlli; IIl1ed 011 lIext pa e) 
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1210 Hinson Street, Las Vegas, Nevada 870-5981 
• From Interstate 15 offramp 2 miles on West Charleston Blvd. 

Left on Hinson. Open 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mon. - Sat. 

H .. .y • ~ H~IC:====NHIIC====:MIc:=Iiiii~JlI 

NEVADA WELDING 

PRODUCTS ~. 

<;; ___ -INACO ~------ j 
Authorized distributor for: p DI TRIBUTOR 

Bosch Tools (electric. hand and power tools). Ohio 

Medical Gases, Victor Welding Equipment, Stellite 

Hardfacing, Automatic & Semi -Automatic Welding 

Equipment, Diesel, Gasoline & Electric Welders 

Sales/Service/Rentals: 

Oxygen, Acetylene, CO2, Mapp Gas Products, Rare & 
Specialty Gases 

Three Stores in Nevada to Serve You: 

Sparks Carson City 
1007 Greg Street 4750 Hwy. 50 East, #6 
358-2260 885-1747 
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Winnemucca 
125 Melarkey 
623-5877 

(Continued from previous page) 

UNR v. Utah & Washington State, 22-23, base­
ball round robin, 1 pm, Moana Stadium, Reno 
UNR v. UC Davis, 25, baseball , 2pm, Moana 
Stadium, Reno 
Women' s Week Conference, 25-27, workshops, 
pianist Margie Adam concert, UNR, Reno, Info. 
784-4611 
Washoe County Community Concert, 26, stars 
of the opera, 8:15pm, Pioneer Theatre, Reno 

King of The Mountain 
Strap on cross-country skis and burn up the 
snow for six miles. Then slip on sneakers and 
run all-out for six more. When that's done, 
jumpon a bicycle and pump your heart out for 
another IS- V. miles, and you just might finish 
the Sierra Mountain Triathalon April 17 at the 
Squaw Valley Nordic Center. But you don't 
have to do it all yourself. Besides the single 
entry triathalon, sports enthusiasts can pool 
their talents in all-men, all-women and mixed 
relay teams. Spectators and jocks will con­
vene at the Nordic Center at the base of the 
Squaw Valley Ski Resort at 10 a.m. raceday. 

International Speed SkIIng Competition , 26-
28, Squaw Valley, N. Lake Tahoe 
Reno Autorama, 26-28, Coliseum, 5-10pm on 
26th, 11 am-lOpm on 27th, 11 am-7pm on 28th, 
Reno 
Seniors Slalom Races, 27-28, Kirkwood Mead­
ows, S. Lake Tahoe 
Gun Show, 27-28, Coliseum, 9am-5pm, Reno 
UNR v. UC Santa Clara, 27-28, baseball , noon 
on 27th, 2:30pm on 28th, Moana Stadium, Reno 
Soroptom lst Sweepstakes, 27 , Ormsby House, 
dining & dancing 8pm, Carson City 
Pro-Family Seminar, 27 Pioneer Theatre, Reno, 
Info. 359-4181 
UNR v. Lewis & Clark, 31 baseball , 2:30pm, 
Moana Stadium, Reno 
" The Boyfriend," 31 -4/ 1 mUSical, Pioneer The­
atre, 8pm, Reno 
NOR·AM Race, 31 -4/3, slalom. Squaw Valley, N. 
Lake Tahoe 

APRIL 

Star Viewing, 2, Atmospherlum-Planetarlum. 
Reno, Info. 784-4812 
UNR v. St. Mary's, 2-3 , baseball, 2:30pm on 2nd, 
noon on 3rd, Moana Stadium, Reno 
" Agatha Christie Made Me Do It," 2-10, Reno 
lillie Theatre, 8 :30pm on2-3 & 8-9, 2pm & 7:30pm 

(COIltil/lled 011 I/ext "nge) 



Your Unconventional Convention Center. 

DIAL DIRECT 
TOLL FREE 

800·634·3484 
Our sales department will 

be happy to forward as many 
brochures as you desire. 

The Showboat is no ordinary convention site. With 500 rooms, 50,000 square 
feet of convention space, complete banquet and catering service and staff 

of top professionals, the Showboat Is quite unconventional. Mixing 
business with pleasure makes the Showboat the ideal meeting 

spot. You can swim, dance, dine, bowl , watch a world championship 
fight , play golf, enjoy great food , test lady luck or just relax and 

enjoy yourself. The entire Showboat story Is in our big, bright new 
convention brochure. You can get one In the most 
conventional way. Just send the coupon below or 

give us a call toll free. 

----------------------------
Sand to : SHOWBOAT HOTEL, CASINO AND BOWLING CENTER 

ATTN : Sales Director 2800 East Fremont , Las Vegas , Nevada 89104 
Please send me copies of your new 
" unconvent ional" convention and meeting brochure. 

Name ______________ ~~~------
Business 

Business _____________ Phone ______ _ 

Address 

City _______ State, ______ ----"'Zlp ______ _ 
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matinee on 4th, 7:30pm on 10th 
Olin Ski Challenge/ Citizen' II Race, 3, Echo 
Summit, S. Lake Tahoe 
Media Cup Race, 3 , Kirkwood Meadows, S. Lake 
Tahoe 
Barberllhop Quartet Concert, 3, Pioneer The­
atre, 8pm, Reno 
Wave CamplI, 3-11 high altitude soaring work­
shops, Douglas County Airport, Minden, info. 
782-8151 
Reno Philharmonic, 6, Pioneer Theatre, 8:15pm, 
Reno 
UNR v. San Francillco, 8-9, baseball, 2:30pm on 
8th, noon on 9th, Moana Stad ium, Reno 
International Gem, Minerai and Jewelry 
Show, 9-11 Coliseum, noon-9pm on 9th, 10am-
9pm on 10th, 10am-6pm on 11 th, Reno 
Kldll' Balloon Race, 10, Soda Springs, Donner 
Summit 
Eallter Chlldren' lI Actlvltlell, 11 egg hunt & 
Easter Bunny race, Alpine Meadows, N. Lake 
Tahoe 
Champagne NASTAR Race, 11 Alp ine Mead­
ows, N. Lake Tahoe 
Rltell of Spring Ski Tour, 11 , egg hunt, picnic & 
wine tasting, Big Chief, N. Lake Tahoe 
Crylltal Chamber Soloilltll, 13, Carson City 
Community Center, 8pm 
UNR v. Southern Oregon State, 13, baseball, 
noon, Moana Stad ium, Reno 
John Denver Celebrity Ski Tournament, 13-
14, Heavenly Valley, S. Lake Tahoe 
Star Viewing, 16, Atmospherium-Planetarium, 
Reno, info. 784-4812 
Oakland Ballet, 16-17, Cloud'sCal-Neva Lodge, 
8 pm, Crysta l Bay 
" Madame Butterfly," 16-18, opera, 8:15pmwith 
2:15pm matinee on 18th, Pioneer Theatre, Reno 
All Night Skl-A-Thon, 16-17 Boreal Ski Resort, 
9am, Donner Summit 
Art Exhibit, 18-5/12, Rena issance art, drawings 
& pa intings by Deborah Cofer & Vicki Erickson, 
Sheppard Gallery, UN R, Reno 
Saxophone Quartet Plull 2 , 20, Brewery Arts 
Center, 8pm, Carson City 
UNR v. Oregon Tech. , 20, baseba ll, noon, 
Moana Stad ium, Reno 
"Scaplno," 23-25, musica l comedy, 8pm Fri.­
Sat., 2pm Sun., Church Fine Arts Theatre, UNR, 
Reno 
" Dlal 'M' for Murder," 23-24 & 30-5/1 , mystery, 
8pm, CVIC Ha ll , Gardnerville 
Star Party, 24, Astronomica l Society of Nevada, 
Palomino Valley, info. 747-5237 
Little Swltzerland'lI Pole-Peddle-Paddle Race, 
24, Little Switzerland, Meyers, S. Lake Tahoe 
Young Audlencell Concert, 24, with Reno 
Chamber Orchestra, 1 0:30am, Pioneer Theatre, 
Reno 
UNR v. Frellno State, 24-25, baseball, 2:30pm 
on 24th, noon on 25th, Moana Stad ium, Reno 
World Wide Flea Market, 25, Coliseum, 9am-
6pm, Reno 
Reno Chamber Orchelltra, 25, with cellist Bion 
Yu-Ting Tsang, 3pm, Pioneer Theatre, Reno 
Annapolill BralB Quintet, 28, Church Fine Arts 
Theatre, 8pm, UN R, Reno 
UNR v. Sonoma State, 28, baseball , noon, 
Moana Stadium, Reno 
Planillt Paul Schenley, 30, Commun ity Concert, 
8pm, Pioneer Theatre, Reno 
Square Dance Weekend, 30-5/ 2, Holiday Inn, 
downtown, Reno 
Gold Nugget Square Dancerll, 30-5/2, John 
Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks 
Sliver State Square Dance Felltlval , 30-5/ 2, 
Coliseum, 8am-11 pm on 30th, 1 Oam-11 pm on 
1 st, noon-5pm on 2nd, Reno 



Showguide 

Remember Walter Busterkeys 
You take your chances in the lounges, but who 
knows? You might find tomorrow's Wayne Newton, 
or even Walter Busterkeys. By Guy Richardson. 

J ust about everybody thinks of 
evade-style entertainment as 

Liberace, Cher, glitter and fame. 
And if you want to see some of that glitter 
and fame, just deliver your warm body to 
a main room, pony up $50 and you'll get 
the Mercedes of showbiz. No problems. 
But that leaves most folks with a bad case 
of Dreaded Skinny Wallet. 

There is another, cheaper way to enjoy 
casino entertainment. Lounges. 

Out there in the lounge, you pay your 
money and take your chances, too. You 
may see five guys in polyester suits and 
ill-fitting toupees croaking jokes old 
enough to scrape penicillin from . Or you 
may find a gem like blues musician B.B. 
King. Who knows? You might find 
another Walter Busterkeys. 

Walter who? 

ment directors. The average evada 
main-room star demands and gets more 
than $100,000 per week. Superstars­
Willie elson, Wayne ewton and 
who'd've thought five years ago those 
two names would fit in the same 
sentence- get at least twice that. 

So, many main rooms are converting 
to The Revue, which doesn't get sick or 
arrested and miss shows, is cheaper (50 
performers at $500 weekly is still a tenth 
of what a superstar makes) , and doesn't 
buy rival casinos (see Wayne ewton) . 

But hell, that's bookkeeping. What's fun 
about lounges is the wide range of enter­
tainment styles, the easy ambience (mean­
ing you can swill beer, hoot and scratch) 
and, of course, the performers. 

Tony Clifton, for instance, is one of the 
truly strange evada acts of recent mem­
ory. Tony Clifton is Andy Kaufman, the 
late-night comedian and "Taxi" star, in 
fake chin and dark glasses doing the 
world's most obnoxious lounge singer. 
He stays in character off stage, too. When 

I asked "Clifton" about Kaufman, he 
threw me out of his Harrah's room. 

Whatever your taste, somewhere in a 
evada lounge a performer is probably 

doing it. What I like may be anathema to 
you ("Gee, Billy Bob, I don't understand 
Tony Clifton at all") but 1 guarantee you'll 
find something to delight you. 

Here are some good ones; 
Maybe he's in the over-the-hill gang, 

but Paul Revere is my choice as the best 
lounge act around. The music is loud, the 
humor rowdy and the pace fast. Revere 
looks at his band done up in Revolu­
tionary War getups and says to the 
audience, "Our Cuban drummer thinks 
this is Halloween and we're the Rolling 
Stones." The drummer sings like Janis 
Joplin, so why not? Revere, who says, "I 
want to be the George Burns of rock and 
roll," still chases the rainbow- he's re­
cording again . "One big record and we're 
in main rooms." He's right. 

Still, you've heard of Revere, the last 
madman of rock and roll. Down further 

A few years back, a budding concert 
pianist wanted to try the lounge circuit 
but didn't want to snarf his chances at 
playing classics. So, briefly, he changed 
his last name from Liberace to Busterkeys. 
(Right, that I:iberace.) So popular was he 
that when he started using his real name, 
club ownE;!rs for a while billed him as 
"Liberace-the former Walter Buster­
keys." 

The Treniers delight audiences and critics with their fast· paced show. The family group has 
played the Nevada lounge scene for 34 years. 

Less than a decade ago, Kenny Rogers 
was in Harrah's lounge. You could see 
him up close for $5. When Wayne 

ewton worked Harvey's, the Carson 
ugget and the Fremont as a plump kid, 

you got a beer for under a buck and 
they'd throw in his brother and Tommy 
Amato. The Oak Ridge Boys were in 
lounges in the '70s. I thought they were 
better then, too. 

The lounges are the places of the up­
and-coming, the unusual, and former big 
names slipping down after a few years 
without a hit. The shows are 45 minutes 
to an hour long, and, depending on the 
club, the performer does from one to six 
shows nightly. The big lounges charge 
about $5 for an act. The little lounges will 
let you sit for free. And you don't sit a 
hundred yards from the stage, as you 
sometimes do in the main rooms. 

These days lounge are moving up in 
the esteem of pinch-budgeted entertain-
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into the maw of loungeville there are acts 
you've never heard of. Calamity Jayne, 
who smokes cigars. Rose & the Arrange­
ment. Kelly & the Kid. Freddy Powers. 
Sloopy. These are all talented and un­
usual people (Rose and her bunch had a 
record called "The Cockroach That Ate 
Cincinnati") and worth investing a buck 
to see. 

Each of us who writes about this dim 
world has special favorites. Laura St. 
Romain, the 100-pound whirlwind called 
the Kid, dashes into the audience to join 
her own applause. She's so puppyish and 
cute you want to scratch her behind the 
ears. 

Freddy Powers is a legend in outlaw 
country music, although he plays a style 
clo e to Dixieland. Powers was producer 
and other voice on Willie elson's 1980 
"Somewhere Over the Rainbow" album, 
and wa responsible for the record's 
bouncy Django Reinhardt sound. 

Sloopy is a 4-foot-something redhead 
who started in showbiz at age three with 
a handstand on her father's hand in the 
family act. She's now a inger and 
comedienne who once wrestled me to the 
floor during an interview. 

There are a couple hundred very 
talented little acts sweating away anony­
mously in little lounges. When o ne gets a 
break, anonymity will fly and so will 
money. 

Sometimes it's not a break, but just a 
long haul. Elmo & Pat y Shropshire first 
appeared in evada a a duo because 
their band quit in panic after seeing 
Reno's light. They've worked steadily 
upward, evolving what they call "punk 
bluegra s" (Pat y ay "it' the 01' Bill 
Monroe and Sex Pi tol ound") and last 
year had a regional hit with "Grandma 
Got Run Over By A Reind eer Coming 
Home From Our Hou e Chri tmas Eve." 
She was found, the lyric ay, "with in-

The Critics' Choice 
Lounge hopping can be a chancy 

game. Acts are as numerous a 
near-winners at keno, and the quality 
ranges from magnificent to mediocre. 
So, to get the insiders' perspective on 
lounges, we asked several evada 
entertainment critics to name their 
favorite. 

"The Treniers are far above all 
others," says Joe Delaney of the Las 
Vegas SUIl, and the majority of the critics 
polled agree with him. The high-energy 
family group, which appears at the 
Frontier, zip through old oldies and 
great goodie in a show that is a bargain 
at the $2.50 one-drink minimum. 

The world 's most obnoxious lounge star, 
Tony Clifton, a.k.a. Andy Kaufman . 
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A wacko com dian who appeared at 
Harrah's Tahoe with a disguise and 
alias run a close second to the 
Treniers. "Tony Clifton can barely sing, 
but know a few good joke ," ays Gary 
Elam of the Sparks Triblllle. Clifton' best 
joke was his other identity as Andy 
Kaufman, who play th unintelligible 
mechanic on TV's "Taxi." 

Elam al 0 recommend A leep at the 
Wheel, Sam and Dave, Delbert Mc­
Clinton and the tar of TV record 
offers, Box Car Willie. 

Forrest Duke, who ha een thou­
sands of lounge acts in his 25 years as a 
critic for the Las Vegas Review-Journal, 
believes Peter Anthony, the Goofers, 
Freddie Bell and impre sioni t Babe 
Pier are all worth eeing. 

The Royal Dixie Jazz Band, playing 
an indefinite engagement at the Bar­
bary Coast, is a favorite of the Sun's 
Delaney, a are Hud on and Saleeby, 
Sonny King and Lor tta Holloway. 

Ralph Pearl, also of the SUIl, predicts 
Marc Anthon y Maraki , who appeared 
last at Sahara Vegas, won't be a lounge 
act much longer. "He' d finitely a big 
room act," says Pea rl. His other choices 
include Sam Butera, Deni e Clemente 
and Glen Smith. 

All of the critic pay pecial attention 
to the lounges because they know 
future stars are warming up in the 
mall room , a are perennial greats. 

" If you want the kind of gut feeling 
that come from hearing a blues 
musician like B.B. King," say Reno 
critic Guy Richardson, "then you've got 
to go to the lounges." -AH 

criminating Claus marks on her back," 
and I flat fell onto Hya tt Tahoe's floor at 
first hearing it. However, California 
enior citizen' groups protested, saying 

the song glorified violence again told 
people. The claim wa 0 outlandish­
and the publicity so large, including wire 
service coverage-that I wondered how 
Elmo got 'em to do it. 

So yo u can go to evada's po h main 
rooms and buy the Mercedes of enter­
tainment if you want. But don' t complain 
when you find out that lounges can take 
you just as far on much less. 

Or that Sandy Selby sings better than 
Strei and . 

Sandy who? 0 

Guy Richardsoll is entertaill/nent editor of the 
evada State Journal alld Reno Evening 

Gazette. 

Las Vegas 
Aladd ln,736-0111 RoyC lark, thru 3/3; dark 3/ 4-
10; C'est Magnlflque, revue, 3/ 11 -lndl. 

Barbary Coast, 737-7111 Royal DIXie Jazz 
Band, mdf. 

Caesars Palace, 731 -7333: Circus Max/mus 
Showroom: Tom Jones, thru 3/3; Frank Sinatra , 
3/ 4-10; Cher 3/ 11 -17' Willie Nelson, 3/ 18-31 
Cleopatra's Barge: Laura Taylor, thru 3/ 10 

Circus Circus, 734-0410: Circus acts , 11 am­
midnight, free 

Desert Inn, 733-4444: "The Best Little Whore­
house In Texas," broadway mus ical , indl., 8pm & 
midnight 

Dunes, 737-4110: Casino Theatre: Fabulous 
Follies, revue, Indl.; 7pm dinner show from $15.50; 
11 :45pm cocktail show from $12; dark Mon. Top 
of the Dunes: Four Freshman, thru 3/6; Sal 
Richards, 3/8-4/3; Tony Darrow, Donna Cell ini, 
4/5-5/ 1 11 pm and 1 am, dark Sun.; $7 includes 2 
drinks 

Flamingo Hilton, 733-3333: City Lites, revue, 
indl.; 8pm dinner show from $14 .50; midnight 
cockta il show $10.95 

Four Queens, 385-4011 Nightly entertainment 

Frontier, 734-0240: Beyond Belief Showroom: 
Siegfried and Roy In Beyond Belief. revue, indl.; 
7pm & 11 pm Sun. & TueS.-Thurs ., 6pm, 9:15pm, 
12: 1 5am Fri. & Sat., $22.50. Circle F Lounge: 
nightly entertainment 

Hacienda, 739-8911 Fiesta Showroom: Ice 
Spectacular, 3/ 15-lndl., 8pm & midnight 

Holiday Casino, 732-2411 Wild World of Bur­
lesque, indf.; 10pm & 12:30am Mon.-Fri ., 8pm, 
1 Opm & 1 2:30am Sat., dark Sun. $6.95 includes 2 
drinks 

Imperial Palace, 731 -3311 Bravo Vegas '82 , 
revue, Indl., 8pm & midnight, $15 

Landmark, 733-1110: Nightly entertainment 

Las Vegas Hilton, 732-5111 Showroom: Rain­
bow Fantasy, revue, Indf., also Engelbert thru 3/ 1 
Tony Orlando, 3/2-15; Engelbert, 3/ 16-29; Llber­
ace, 3/30-4/ 19; Tony Orlando, DaVid Copper­
held, 4/20-5/3. Dinner show 8pm, from $18.50; 
cocktail show midnight, from $15.50 . Casino 
Lounge: musIc and dancing 8pm-4am 



Gary and Sandy are one of Nevada's most popular lounge acts. Fans of Sandy Selby say 
she sings better than Streisand. 

Las Vegas Inn & Casino, 731 -3222: Enter­
tainment Tues.-Sun. 

MGM Grand Hotel , 739-4567' Ziegfeld Room: 
Jubilee! 8.15pm & 11 :45pm Sun-Fri .. 6:30pm, 
10pm & 12:30am Sat., $22.50. Celebrity Room: 
Mickey Gilley & Johnny Lee, Rita Coolidge, thru 
3/3; Melissa Manchester, 3/4-10; TBA, 3/11 -17' 
Mac DavIs, 3/ 18-31 Eddie Rabbit, 4/ 1-14; 8pm & 
midnight 

Marina, 739-1500: Mirage Showroom: "Bloop­
ers," starnng Fay McKay, indl., 8pm & 1 Opm, dark 
Mon.; $5.95. drinks not Included. Marina Lounge: 
Billy Ledbetter 

Maxim, 731-4300: Cabaret Showroom: Olde 
Tyme Burlesque, Indl., 8pm, 1 0:15pm & 12:30am, 
dark Mon., $9.75 Includes 2 drinks. Cloud Nine 
Lounge: continuous entertainment 

Riviera , 734-5110: Versailles Theatre: Wayland 
Jennings, thru 3/3; Buddy Hackett, Abbe Lane, 
3/4-10; Neil Sedaka, Joan Rivers, 3/ 11 -17; Neil 
Sedaka, David Brenner, 3/18-24 ; Charo, Alan 
King, 3/ 25-4/7' TBA. 4/8-21 Bob Newhart, 4/22-
5/5. Super Star Convention Center: Dolly Parton , 
4/8-10 & 4/ 15-17 
Royal Americana, 734-0711 Dondlno, Indl. 

Royal Casino, 733-4000: Rare & Bare Burlesque, 
Indl., 8pm, 1 Opm & midnight; dinner show $9.95 

Sahara , 737-2111 The West Was Never Wilder, 
country & western revue, thru 3/ 10; Don Rickles, 
3/ 11 -24 ; Wayland & Madame, 3/25-4/ 15; Bur­
lesque Scandals, revue, 4/ 16-5/23 ; 8pm dinner 
show & midnight cocktail show 

Sam's Town, 456-7777 ' 24-hour entertainment 

Sands, 733-5000: Copa Room: Top Secret, revue, 
Indf.; 9pm & midnight Sun.-Fri ., 6:15pm, 9pm & 
midnight Sat., $1 O. Lounge: continuous entertain­
ment afternoons and evenings 

Showboat, 385-9123: Entertainment and danc­
Ing nightly 

Silver Slipper, 734-1212: Boy-Lesque, revue; 
8pm, 10pm & midnight Fri .-Wed . dark Thurs., 
$4 .95 . Branded, revue; 9pm, 11 pm Thurs.·Tues., 
also, 7pm Fri. & Sat., dark Wed., $4 .95 

Treasury, 739-1000: Horsln' Around, revue; 8pm, 
11 pm, Sun.-Thurs; 8pm, 1Opm, & midnight Fri. & 
Sat., $9.95 Includes 2 drinks 

Tropicana , 739-2411 Folies Bergere '82 ; 8pm 
dinner show from $21 midnight cocktail show 
from $15.95 

Un ion Plaza , 386-2444: Continuous Broadway 
entertainment, 8pm dinner show from $9.95; 
11 :30pm cocktail show from $5.95; Mickey Finn 
Show, 2pm & 4pm. Omaha Lounge: continuous 
entertainment 

Lake Tahoe 
Caesars Tahoe, 588-3515: Lookout Lounge: 
nightly entertainment 

Cloud' s Cal-Neva Hotel, 832-4000: Danny & 
the Juniors, thru 3/14 ; Shlrelles, 3/ 16-4/4; Frankie 
Fannelll , 4/6-25 ; Cedro Willie Band, 4/27-5/9 

Harrah' s Lake Tahoe, 588-6611 South Shore 
Room: Captain & Tennille, 3/19-4/ 1 Bill Cosby, 
Leo Sayer, 4/2-4115; Sammy Davis, Jr., Count 
Basie, 4/1 6-20 & 4/23-29 ; Loretta Lynn, 4/30-5/6. 
Stateline Cabaret: Tavares, 3/101 4; Hot Streak, 
continuous; Ajay & the Montana Banana Bunch, 
3/4-17 

Harvey's,588-2411 Topofthe Wheel: Ron Rose 
Sound, thru 3/ 14 . Harvey's Inn Casino Lounge: 
continuous entertainment 

Hyatt Lake Tahoe, 831-1111 : Sugar Pine Lounge: 
Kelly & the Kid , 3/2-21 Motifs, 3/23-4/4 ; Garfin 
Gathering, 4/6-29 ; no cover charge 

Sahara Tahoe, 588-6211 . High Sierra Theatre: 
Pablo Cruise, 3/5-7 ' TBA, 3/8-31 Diana Ross, 
4/ 1-7 

Reno, Sparks 
Carson City 
Carson City Nugget, 882-1626: Jaguars, 3/2-
5/30 

Circus Circus, 329-0711: Circus acts, 11 am­
midnight, free 

Eldorado, 786-5700: continuous entertainment 

Fitzgerald' s, 786-3663: Emerald Room: Bet. E. 
Martin, 3/ 2-21 Saint Elmo's Fire, 3/23-4/11; Ron 
Rose & Co., 4/ 13-5/2; buffet from $5.95 (Fri. 
$7 .95), cocktails from $1 .50 minimum. Cabaret: 
The Boos Brothers, thru 3/14 ; Oldies But Good­
Ies, 3/ 15-4/ 4; Ink Spots, 4/5-25; $1 .50 minimum 

Harrah' s Reno, 329-4422: Headliner Room: Hot 
Ice, thru 3/25 & 4/7-5/7 Convention Center: 
Willie Nelson & Family, 3/26-4 /4. Casino Cabaret: 
Tavares, 3/ 16-21 Heats On, continuous; The 
Platters, 4/13-25 

Mapes, 323-1611 Safari Lounge: Nightly enter­
tainment 

MGM Grand Hotef, 789-2000 (800-648-3568 
toll free CA, AZ, OR, 10, UT): Ziegfeld Theatre: 
Hello Hollywood Hello, indf.; 8pm dinner show 
from $21 .50; midnight cocktail show from $18.50. 
Lion's Den: Vince Cardell , Sam Butera & the 

(Conti nued 0 11 page 66) 

Stardust, 732-6325: lido de Paris '82 ; 7pm & 
11 pm Sun.-Thurs ., 6:15pm, 9:15pm & 12:15am 
Sat., $17.50 Includes 2 drinks 

Elmo and Patsy play everything from CW to Top 40 but started a protest among senior 
c it izens w ith their spoof, " Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer." 
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PHOTOGRAPHY 

"evada 81 
The state's besttraveling photo show. 8yC.J. Hadley 

For eight years Elko's Northeastern 
evada Museum, under the guidance 

of director Howard Hickson, has spon­
sored a photo contest and show that 
attracts photographers from throughout 
Nevada and the western states. The top 
photos-chosen for the ways they depict 
Nevada- then tour the state in a print, 
slide and sound show (see page 57) . 

This year's contest, Nevada 82, was 
recently judged by Hickson; Dick Snyder, 
city editor and photographer for the Elko 
Daily Free Press; and Elko photographer 

Thomas Lee Clark. The large number of 
entries was a help, according to Hickson. 
"Having a choice from 641 entries made 
it a fairly easy chore to come up with an 
exhibit that reflects the personality of the 
Silver State," he says. "I feel the judges 
selected an outstanding show where 
every viewer will find something to 
honestly appreciate." 

The judging was easier this year 
because of the types of photographs, too. 
Normally it takes many hours to pick the 
winners, but this year, with a few excep-

tions, there was a sameness to the entries. 
There were too many moon capes, sun­
sets and scenics with poor light. Action 
photos were rare. There were no winning 
shots of rodeos, Basque dancers, Indians, 
miners or gamblers. There were only a 
handful of people photos and too few 
thoughtful images of our cities and 
towns. 

A number of photos were outstanding, 
and others were "close," suffering from 
small but important mechanical slips. 
"The most common bad points were 



mostly technical-focu , color and du t 
on the print negative," Hick on ays. 
"Some photographer , possibly the Ie 
e perienced, tend to put the ubject 
mack-dab in the middle without regard 

for compo ition. Ju t a light hift would 
have enhanced many print to the point 
where they could have been award 
winners." 

evada 82 i the tate' mo t pre ti­
giou photo how. More than 60,000 
people ee it each year as it tour the 
tate. For a photographer, a win i worth 

a great deal in recognition and glory; just 
to be included in the show i an 
enormou compliment. 

Bird In Window, Tuscarora (top) 
Joe Dixon, Roseville, CA. 
Best of Show, Color Slide 

Ron Healy from Ely 
George White, Seattle 
Show Photo 

Virginia City Graveyard 
Jerry Llttlelohn, Oakland 

Best of Show, Color Prints 





Springtime Splendor, 
Independence Valley 
Tracy Mori . Tuscarora 

24 Antelope in the Fog, 
Bottle Creek, Nevada 

Merit Award 

Hank Dufurrena. Winnemucca 
Show Photo 

Where to See The Show 
Elko, March 4-Apr. 3, First Interstate Bank 

Building 
Winnemucca, Apr. 8-22, Humboldt County 

Library 
Lovelock, May 1-14, Pershing County 

Library 
Reno, Ma y 24-June 24, Washoe County 

Library 
Carson City, July 2-Aug. 4, State Museum 
Genoa, Aug. 7-17, Genoa Courthouse 

Museum 
Yerington, Aug. 26-Sept. 8, Lyon County 

Library 
Hawthorne, Sept. 17-28, Walker-Wassuk 

Arts Alliance 
Las Vegas, Oct. 8- ov. 9, La Vegas Art 

Museum 
Overton, ov. 19-Dec. 1, Overton Commu­

nity Center 
Ely, Dec. 13-Jan. 5, White Pine County 

Library 

Nevada 82 Winners 
SLIDES 

Best of Show: "Bird in the Window, Tusca­
rora," Joe Dixon, Ro eville, CA. 

1st: "Skier ' Paradise," Sonnia Gore, Reno, 
NV. 

2nd (Tie): "Fledgling Independence," Linda 
Bunch, Tu carora, V. 

2nd (Tie) :" eon- Reno," Joe Dixon, Rose­
ville, CA. 

3rd: "Fall Color & Shadows," Linda Dufur­
rena, Winnemucca, V. 

BLACK & WHITE 
Best of Show: "Union Brewery Saloon," Rein­

hold Schab Ie, Wa hough I, WA. 
1st: "Old Henry," James Lawrence, Gardner­

ville, V. 
2nd: "Old Times Gone," Harry Up on Jr., 

Reno, NV. 
3rd: "Mecca Saloon, Paradise Valley," Rein­

hold Schable, Washoughl WA. 

COLOR PRINTS 
Best of Show: "Virginia City Graveyard," 

Jerry Littlejohn, Oakland, CA. 
1st (Tie) : "Early on the Trail," Linda Dufur­

rena, Winnemucca, V. 
1st (Tie) : "Mountain Monarch," Frank WaI­

ters, Boulder City, V. 
2nd: "Hitting the High ote," Tracy Mori, 

Tuscarora, V. 
3rd (Tie) : "Gone but not Forgotten," Velma 

Smith, Carson City, V. 
3rd (Tie) : "Colored Gla s," Gary Rossiter, 

Fremont, CA. 0 
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G ive most people an egg and it 
becomes breakfast or something 
to hide on Easter Sunday. Pat 

Quilici can take that same egg and create 
a work of art. 

Quilici specializes in egg art, a craft 
she discovered 10 years ago wh en she 
received an intricately designed egg as a 
gift. ow she is one of the world's most 
respected egg artisans with fans through­
out the U.S. and several foreign countries. 

Egg art is a part-time affair for Quilici, 
and her motivation is relaxation. A life­
time resident of Winnemucca, Quilici 
operates a day care center with an enroll­
ment of 80 kids. "With the responsibility 
of so many children, naturally my job can 
create tension," she says. "Egg art is my 
tranq uilizer." 

With the care of a diamond cutter, 
Quilici carves the shells using an electric 
saw. And she works with all kinds of 
eggs, common and uncommon, including 
pigeon, chicken, quail, ostrich and emu. 

This jewelry box made from a velvet­
lined ostrich egg is now in a private 
collection . 
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EGG 
ART 

For Pat Quilici 
of Winnemucca, 

eggs nourish creative 
talent in an 

unusual way. 

Pat Quilici and one of her prize 
winning creations. 

Quilici can spend as many as 200 
hours making the cuts and detailing the 
eggs with rhinestones, Austrian braid and 
delicate miniatures. When finished, her 
creation may incorporate a clock, or have 
butterfly wings that move. It could be a 
music box or swirl open to reveal an 
imported, hand-carved Madonna. 

Prices range from $8 to $500 for her 
egg art, which has won several awards at 

"--- -Quilici, who runs 
an SO-child nursery, 

says, 'Egg art 
is my tranquilizer.' 

" the Western Egg Artists Exhibit in Palo 
Alto, California. In 1976 Quilici took 
second place for a goose egg music box, 
and a year later she won first prize for a 
deep-green emu with four working doors. 

In addition to the California exhibit, 
Quilici shows frequently in Reno, and 
several pieces are on permanent display 
at the Winnemucca Fine Arts Gallery. 

Those who see her Victorian-style 
creations can appreciate the skill and 

delicate touch it takes to be an egg artist. 
"Yes," she says, "I break eggs." That 
could create supply problems for a less 
resourceful artist, but Quilici has de­
veloped her own supply. 

"Coming from a farming community, 
you'd think eggs would be available," she 
says. But most of the local eggs were 
ending up on the breakfast table, so 
Quilici decided to raise her own chickens, 
ducks and geese. Is there an ostrich in 
Quilici's future? 0, but she's thought 
about it. "At 250 pounds a day, they eat 
too much," she laughs.-Arm Henderson 
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The four petals of this revolving 
music box unfold, revealing a hand­
carved Madonna and velvet interior. 



COLLECTOR EDITION 
Special anniversary issue is packed with fascinating, 
incredible and comic tales that surround the world's 
most colorful business - legal gambling. 

The famous, the outrageous and the obscure. 
The games, the entertainers, big winner and losers. 
How it happened, how it works and where it's going. 

132 colorful pages. Order now while supply lasts. 

THE MAGAZINE OF THE REAL WEST 

CAPITOL COMPLEX 
CARSON CITY, NV 89710 

Only $2.95 per copy, includes postage and handling. 
Please send _____ copies of the pedal Anniversary Issue 
Name __________________________________________ _ 

Address, ________________________________________ _ 
City ________ State _______________ Zip ____ _ 

WESTERN TRACTION COMPANY 
CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT 

taMe Compressors, Drills, Drill Steel & Bits 

.. Clark Equipment Co. Skid -- Steer Loaders with 
~ various attachments 

DrN~PAc. Self-propelled Compaction Equipment 

iH 
Sweeper Div. 3 and 4 Wheel Sweepers, Brush 
Chippers, Bean Sewer Cleaners 
Link-Belt-Crawler Rope Cranes/ Excavators, 
Rubber-T ired Rope Cranes, Crawler Hyd. 
Excavators 

Self-propelled and towed compactors, Heavy­
duty Equipment Hauling Trailer, Rough Terrain 
Cranes 

~ Multi-Quip Inc. Compaction Equipment, 
~ Pumps, Portable Generators 

TRO.JAN Rubber Tire Wheel Loaders 

870 South Rock Blvd., Sparks, NV 89431 (702) 331-7772 
1333 Atlantic Street, Union City, CA 94587 (415) 487-3100 

Sales & Rentals, Service & Parts 

An intimate glimp e of the 
memorabilia that helped make 
" Mr howman hip" the 
world' mo t famou piani t 
and a legend in hi ' own time . 
See the world' rare t piano 
collection, cia ic and 
cu tomized automobile 
plu a clo e-up look at the 
glittering and bejeweled 
million dollar 
wardrobe. 

The 
Liberace 

Mu eum i under the au pice 
of The Liberace Foundation for 

the Performing and Creative 
Art, a non-profit organization 

which aids de erving, 
exceptionall talen ted 

individual 

1775 East Tropicana 
(just east of Paradise) 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

702/731-1775 

Open Dail 10 a.m.-5 p .m ., 
Sun . 1 p .m.- 5 p.m . 
FREE PARKING 

DONATION : 
Adults 3.50 
Senior 3.00 
Children 2.00 

George Liberace . 
Admin trator 
Dora Liberace . 
Tour Director 
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I t was in late August 1929 that Isadore 
Sara, a Basque sheepman, came to my 
ranch with a problem that neither he, 

his camp mover nor three herders could 
handle. He was " topping out" the lambs 
of three bands of ewes on a mountain 
east of my Pine Valley ranch. 

"It's the cats!" Isadore began. " I tell 
you if you don' t get them damn cats 
the y' ll ruin me. They've killed 68 lambs 
in two weeks and it's still two weeks 
before we can start for the shipping 
pens." 

I didn't blame Isadore for being on the 
prod. We had about 200 ewes and lambs 
on the ranch in pasture and Isadore's loss 
of all those "black face" 90-pound lambs, 
at 12 cents a pound at the railroad, was 
enough to make a saint swear. 

"Doesn't sound like cats to me," I told 
him. ''I'd rather think it's the work of an 
old coyote that's lost two or three legs in 
traps. Or it's a lion." 

" Hell, no!" Isadore fumed . " It's them 
damn cats! Two whoppers. My herders 
have seen them. I don't mind critters 
killing when they're hungry but these 
cats maybe eat the liver out of one and 
kill the rest just for damn meanness. It's 
like they was trying for a record or 
something. And don't tell me to try 
setting off bombs, either. My herders 
have set off enough bombs and dyna­
mite to blow that mountain up if the 
powder was under it. And they set all day 
and half the night with their rifles but the 
cat make a joke of them. 0 matter 
where the herders are the cats know it. 
They're human, I tell you. Just plain 
human!" 

Although we were crowded with work 
on the ranch I promised to take a looksee . 
Wh n I reached the nearest band I found 
the herder, his carbine hand y, making 
"bombs." The e are made by alternating 
layers of powder and ulphur, the last 
layer being sulphur, in a tomato can. At 
night th herders place them around the 
bed grounds and light the sulphur. As 
many as four explosions occur at long 
intervals from each can and are usually 
very effective against marauders. 

" 0 good here," the Basque herder 
aid, "but I make 'em anyway. Oh, scare 

ky-o-tee some, but not them cats. They 
prob' ly over there now some place 
making big laugh at us!" 

Before two days had passed I, too, was 
convinced that those cats were part 
human. At least they thought like hu­
mans. Being determined to outwit them I 
brought my best trail dog and, like the 
herder , sat with my carbine and the 
patience of a house cat at a gopher 
mound, keeping my eyes peeled in all 
directions, only to see sheep suddenly 
scatter. But a cat's color blends with that 
of a sheep so closely nothing could be 
seen to shoot at, and my bellowing dog 
tearing through the band only added to 
the damage by piling sheep end over end. 

Finally two weeks later the sheep, 
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A Tale af Twa Cats 
They were both smart bobcats. After attacking the 

sheep they showed almost human cunning in escaping 
traps. I began to think the cats were human, and I was 

almost right. By Harry E. Webb 

minus 134 lambs, were on the trail to the 
railroad. And, with all my know-how, I 
had nothing to boast of except that I 
would get those cats if it took me all 
winter. 

October came dry and cold, which 
made for heavy-furred pelts and 
ideal trapping conditions, and 

with it prime furs that held promi e of 
being the highest priced in years. Better 
yet, I had een enough coyote sign on the 
flats west of the high-cliffed mountain 
just north of my ranch to promise a 
bumper crop of pelts in jig time. 

We ' had shipped only the wether 
lambs, keeping all ewe lamb -about 
50- for breeding. The ranch work was 
caught up until we began shoveling hay 
to the cattle, so I set out with a batch of 
traps to et along the nearby cattle and 
mustang trails that ~ere lit~rally padded 
down with coyote tracks. 

Two days later, as I started over thi 
trap line, I fully expected to have quite a 
skinning job, but I hadn' t visited half a 
dozen sets before I knew I wa in trouble 
with a capital T Every trap except two 
that had coyotes trapped in them had 
been dug up and were lying on top of the 
ground. What was worse, most of the 
square of overalls I had placed over the 
trap pans and under the jaw were gone. 

On my next trip around this particular 
line I met with the same luck: traps 
exposed and minus their cloth covering. 
In two weeks the overall quare I 10 t 
would have made half a dozen patch­
work "soogans" and I wa getting mighty 
few coyotes, although on other lines I 
was hauling in the pelt. Every trapper 
has run up against some educated coyote, 
usually an old one, that would uncover 
every trap, but not a rag-sleaiillg one. 

Sheep being predominately brush 
eaters, when I started trapping we would 
turn our small bunch out each morning 

below the high cliffs just north of the 
ranch, where there was lots of buckbrush 
below the ledges. In the evening either 
my stepson, George, or I would bring 
them in . Once when we had left them out 
overnight the coyotes had killed several 
ewe; a long, hard winter had decimated 
the million of jackrabbit, 0 the coyotes 
had to turn to sheep when their bellie 
got empty. 

One evening as I came in from my 
traplines I was greeted with news far 
more disconcerting than my trap line 
troubles had been. George had been 
attracted by magpie to seven of our big 
lambs and two ewes scattered in a radiu 
of a few hundred yards. Three coyote had 
run away as he came up. The peculiar 
part of it was that the slaughter had 
occurred late that day. Five lambs bore no 
marks except torn throats . 

''I' ll fix the coyotes!" I vowed. 
Waiting until any crows or magpies 

had gone to roo t, I placed trychnine 
baits, made with tallow, in and under the 
carcasses. Keeping the sheep and also my 
dog penned up, the next day I yelped 
with joy when I found four poisoned 
coyote . 

"We'll have no more killings now," I 
aid, though a bit puzzl d over the fact 

that the sheep had been molested in the 
daytime. 

Two evening later George had gone 
to fetch in the sheep and saw them 
running and tumbling down the steep 
lop and glimp ed two big bobcat high,­

tailing it for the ledge above . He found 
three of the best lambs scattered about, 
their throat ripped open from ear to 
chest but no sign of the flanks being 
open d up. 

"Do you suppose-?" George began 
thoughtfully. 

"You're damn right, I suppose!" I said. 
"Those two cats have moved in on 11 5, 

that's what! But they've picked the wrong 



Harry E. Webb, who served as a government trapper for seven years , shows one of 
the bobcats he snared in 1916 near his ranch in Elko County. But the two cats 
he tracked 13 years later were a little harder to catch . 

territory this time and I don't mean 
mayb !" 

The next morning I was elated to find 
a kiff of snow had fallen during the 
night, 0 we whi tied up the dog and 
took off. 

But we wer just a bit late. By th time 
our panting hor e had reached the 
ledg ,the dog were running up and 
down above the deep fi ure where we 
had lost cats time and again . However, 
we made a di covery that made me tare 
in di b lief. The mystery of the di appear­
ing trap covering wa olved. Under an 
overhanging ledge where cats had long 
bedded down lay my trap covering. All 
had been chewed to soggy ball . Tho e 
cat had been the culprits that had put 
the kibo h on my coyote catching, a well 
as making me a candidate for the booby­
hatch . 

"You know what?" I said, a sudden 
thought triking me. "You hightail it to 
Old Tommy's and see if he still ha his 
pet bobcats around." 

" I don' t think it' Old Tommy' cat ," 
George aid. "He's had them since they 
were kitten and they never bothered 
anything of his. So what makes you think 
it might be them?" 

"All these rags," I snapped. "Be ide , 
the old hermit n ver had anything for 
them to bolller. Get going." 

Old Tommy Jewell had been a bit 
que r for yea rs, and since we'd 
had orne "words" over my trap­

ping within a mile or 0 of hi place h 
had gotten the idea I wa laying to kill 
him. He had told sheepmen-who up­
plied him with grub and clothe so he'd 
allow them to water their bands near his 
cabin-that h often saw me waiting 
behind bu hes for a shot at him. Before 
we had fallen out his two bobcat kittens 
had given me many a laugh as I watched 
them glom onto the cuff of Old Tommy' 

overalls and hang on like bulldogs as he 
shuffled around. They still did it when 
they had grown to 3D-pounders and 
could all but drag him around. So it just 
could be they had uccumbed to their 
wild instincts and taken to the hills. 
Tommy had castrated them when they 
were kittens and had been sure they 
never would leave. 

That evening as I was putting three 
coyote skins on stretcher board George 
cam in all excited. 

"You hit the nail quare on the head, 
Pop," he aid. "Old Tommy's cat tarted 
taying away in th pring for two or 

three days at a time and finall y for good. 
He ha n't een them since the middle of 
August, so it mu t have been these same 
cat that worked on Isadore Sara' lambs. 
So we've got to get 'em now or we won't 
have any lambs by spring." 

Thinking the cat would probably go 
back to the trap line for what appeared to 
be their favorite pastime-although I had 
ceased bothering to re et the traps-we 
circled the country without the dogs 
picking up any tracks. 

On returning home in the late after­
noon, though, we wer attracted to the 
heep pasture by two crow, and on in­

vestigating could carcely beli v our 
eyes at what we found. There lay a lamb, 
till warm, its throat and flank laid open, 

entrails expo ed and the liver eaten! 
Examining the woven-wir pasture 

fence we found cat hairs where they had 
climbed over. If slipping in while we had 
every dog off looking for them wasn't 
adding in ult to injury, I didn' t know 
what was. In a jiffy we had the dogs on 
their trail and in a short time we knew 
from the sounds that the cats were holed 
up. 

When we arrived at the ledges we 
found the dogs trying to get back in a 
loping, narrow cleft in the bottom of the 

IOO-foot high cliff. 

"Get up on top as quick as you 
can,"George said, "and I' ll try to crawl in 
here a ways. Then if the cats come out 
either above or down here we'll get 'em." 

"Better yet," I said, "we'll bUrl! 'em out! 
You stay here and start pulling any age­
brush and grass you can while I beat it to 
the ranch for a batch of hay." 

With these instructions I was already 
on my way. ight would be closing in to 
defeat us if we missed this chance. We 
both knew the cats could only come out 
this one way, below. 

Gorge already had considerable brush 
and grass carted back in the narrow slot 
when I arrived with four gunny-sacks of 
dry hay. With this stuffed in behind the 
brush we were ready for business. 

"Set 'er afire," I yelled down and in a 
few seconds wisps of smoke began 
trailing out. Then, fed by a IOO-foot 
updraft, belching smoke and flame came 
up with a roar as if a volcano had let 
100 e. A minute of this and I decided the 
cats had found another way out. No 
animal on earth could stand that inf rno! 

"See anything?" George yelled up. 
" othing but a hell of a lot of moke," 
houted back. "They must have-" 
A sharp crack, followed hortly by 

another from George's Luger, cut my 
words. Then George was shouting, " We 
got 'em! We got 'em!" 

One monster lay by George, it fur till 
smoking. What had been a b autiful pelt 
was singed to where it was now worth­
less. The cat down the hillside only had 
his nose-whi ker burned off. He had 
leaped through the flame and received 
th lug from George's Luger in his chest 
in mid-air. The econd one, on eeing 
George, had paused on the lanting wall 
and I t the flames roar around him until a 
bullet had toppled him forward. 

Although triumphing over these two 
hellions called for a lot of back-slapping, I 
was stabbed with a twinge of remor e as 
we loaded those two cats' corpses behind 
our addle-cantles. ow that the exa per­
ating siege of trying to outwit them wa 
over, I couldn't help but look back on 
their antics and envision them as two 
beautiful, spotted kittens growling, chew­
ing and clinging to Old Tommy Jewell' 
overall cuffs. Even their monkey hine in 
upsetting my traps and purloining the 
cloth coverings uddenly far outweighed 
the lamb losses we had suffered. 

There would be hundreds-yes, thou­
sand -of bobcats to follow, and, no 
doubt, thousands of lambs killed by 
them. But I felt sure there would never 
again be two "cat" with the ingenuity for 
downright cus edness and deviltry these 
two had possessed. 0 

Harry E. Webb, who once rode with Buffalo Bill's 
Wild West Show, has been a cowboy, trapper, 
actor and author. III 1972 he received the Gold 
Spur Award of the Westen! Writers of America 
for his story "Call of the Cow Country." His 
Nevada stories are presetlted ill each issue. 
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WHY I.oOK 
FuRTHER? 

Steaks. Lobster. Ribs 
Lamb. Banquets • Drinks 

Prime Rib 

849-1500 
Halfway between Carson and Reno 

555 Highway 395, South Washoe Valley 
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Dining 

LOUIS & LORRAINE ERREGUIBLE'S 

AUTHENTIC BASQUE FOODS 
SERVED FAMILY STYLE 

LUNCHEON 11:30 - 1:30· DINNER from 6 PM ._--------
PRIVATE DINING ROOM FOR 

SPECIAL PARTIES 
-----.------

Hono,;',o 
AMEIIICAN EX'IIE5I. VISA' DINERS CLUB 

MASTERCHARGE. CARTE BLANCHE 

Phone 323-7203 
301 EAST FOURTH STREET 
Free P.rklng Just 3 Blocks From CUInOS 

EXCELLENT 
FAMILY STYLE 

BASQUE 
RESTAURANT 
STAR * HOTEL 

Dining Room 
European Style Food 

Specializing in 
our Famous Steaks 

ELKO, NEVADA 
ON THE CORNER 

OF 3rd AND SILVER 
(702) 738-9925 

ROOMS RENTED 

Dinner 5:30 9:30, Closed Sundays 

". See Our Antique~ 
Slot :Machine Display 

Best darn food in el'ada 

4250 South Virginia 

TRYO(]R 

LB.NEi 
STEAK DINNER 

WITH ALL THE TRIMMINGS! 

SERVING 
ANYTIME 



Spring Weed, by Louise Evans 

NEVADA ART & ARTISTS 

Evans &'Ball 
Lyle Ball and Louise Evans, both Northern Nevada artists, 

use watercolors to capture heritage and nature. 

Louise Evans 

" I t has only been in the last couple of 
years that I have come to appreciate 

the Nevada landscape," says Fallon artist 
Louise Evans. "Watercolor has taught me 
to see. I focus in on specific subject 
matter as opposed to the sweeping 
panoramic views. The design elements in 
a close-up view offer more exciting 
possibilities." 

Evans has focused, for instance, on 
Nevada flora-and winningly. She has 
won four major local awards in the last 
two years, including a first prize in water­
color in the Nevada Artists Association 
competition at the evada State Fair. She 

has only been painting seriously for the 
last four years, but she has taught art in 
Fallon since the 1960s in elementary, 
junior high and high school and the 
Churchill County Community College. 
She served as county Bicentennial art 
chairman, directing the construction of a 
mosaic by 2,400 students that now covers 
the front wall of the Churchill County 
Museum. 

In her watercolors, Evans depicts her 
primary subject with precision but often 
leaves backgrounds vague, with broad 
swashes of color or with fading sharp­
ness of detail. The result is an emphasis 
on physical design, rather than color 
arrangement, that tends to abstract the 
subject from its environment for study 
and appreciation in its own right. 
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Mayberry Barn, by Lyle Ball 
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Lyle Ball 
"I like to feel I'm a Western artist," 

says Lyle Ball of Reno. "I paint the 
ranch scenes. My childhood background, 
living on ranches, loving the barns and 
architecture-that all goes into my work. 
I'm interested in registering Nevada 
history in my paintings." 

Ball's grandfather led wagon trains 
from Salt Lake City to California, and Ball 
himself was born in Reno 72 years ago. 
So his claim on the West is more than 
aesthetic. As a commercial artist, Ball ran 
a sign-painting business that was the 
state's largest when he sold out in 1968, 
and he was the designer of the original 
"Harolds Club or Bust" sign. His personal 
art has won a major prize at a Society of 
Western Artists show in San Francisco's 
De Young Museum and a charter mem­
bership in American Indian and Cowboy 
Artists. He helped found Reno's Artist 
Co-op Gallery and is a former member of 
the Nevada State Council on the Arts. 
Despite organizational duties, Ball has 
had time to produce more than 3,400 
paintings. 

Ball works mostly in watercolors and 
is largely self-trained. Man and his 
buildings figure centrally in his works. 
Representational in style and sentimental 
in mood, Ball's paintings are a reminder 
of the We tern heritage. But any lesson in 
painting is subordinate to its in pirational 
value. 

" I consider that if I can do a painting 
that will make somebody happy," says 
Ball, "that is a successful painting. I can't 
understand people who ay, ' I don't care 
if anybody likes it, I'm going to paint it 
thi way. I don't paint for myself at all. I 
paint for the people." 
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SHOW GUIDE 
(Continued from page 53) 

Wildest. thru 3/2 ; Gary & Sandy, Zaras, 3/3-20; Liz 
Damon's Orient Express, Steve Long Show, 3/31-
4/2 ; Super Gold, Shauntee, 4/28-5/25. Leo's Lair: 
Kilty Kaye & Moki, Henry Shed, thru 3/9; Garfin 
Gathering, Vegas Express. 3/10-30 

John Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks, 358-2233: 
Casino Cabaret: Diamond & Riders in the Sky, 
thru 3/7 ' Chris Shelton, 3/9-28; David Proud, The 
Friends, 3/30-4/11 The Mugglestons, Kelly and 
the Kid . 4/3-5/2 

Onslow, 786-7310: Nightly entertainment 

Ormsby House, Carson City. 882-1890: Nightly 
entertainment 
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Reno Hilton, 322-1111 : Opera House Theatre: 
Bal du Moulin Rouge. musical; 8pm dinnershow 
from $12.50; 11 :30pm cocktail show$l 0 includes 
2 drinks; dark Mon. Gilded Cage Cabaret: Best of 
Burlesque, $1.75 minimum 

Riverside, 786-4400: Dancing to the music of 
the '40s. Tues.-Sat 

Rural Nevada 
E Iko: Commercial Hotel. 738-3181 and Stock­
men's Hotel, 738-5141 

Ely: Hotel Nevada, 289-4414 

Paul Revere, the last madman of rock ' n roll , 
is looking for another hit. 

Fallon: Fallon Nugget. 423-3111 

Gardnerville: Sharkey's. 782-3133 

Hawthorne: EI Capitan. 945-3322 

Jackpot: Cactus Pete's, 755-2321 and Horse­
shu Casino. 755-2331 

laughlin: Riverside Resort. 298-2535; Del 
Webb's Nevada Club. 298-2512; Regency Ca­
sino. 290-2439; Edgewater Hotel & Casino, 298-
2453; The Colorado Belle, 298-2425 

Tonopah: Mizpah Hotel, 482-6202 

Topaz Lake: Li Briandi's. 266-3321 and Topaz 
Lodge. 266-3339 

Wendover: Stateline Casino. 668-2221 

Winnemucca: Winners Inn. 623-2511 

Yerington : Casino West. 463-2481 and Lucky 
Club, 463-2868 

Lounge acts like the Walkers will go to any 
lengths (except shaving their legs) to 
entertain audiences. 

All dates. performers and prices are subject to 
change. At press time. many casinos had not 
completed March/April bookings . so we recom­
mend calling ahead to confirm entertainment 
schedules. For readers phoning from outs ide the 
state. Nevada's area code IS 702. 



When business 
has sophisticated loan needs, 

we don't shuffle it off 
to a committee for review. 

WE DELIVER. 
At Nevada National, commercial bank­

ing is more than a title we've simply attached 
to an ambiguous service. It's a team of highly 
qualified specialists whose sole function is 
working with the sophisticated financial 
needs of business. 

Our Commercial Banking Division is a 
decision making force that works first hand 
with business from start tofinish. Ratherthan 
shuffling off requests to some non-involved 
banking committee for review, our Commer-

cial Banking'Division has the expertise and 
input to cut through the traditional red tape 
(which can result in costly delays.) 

From all forms of financing, lines of 
credit, SBA and FHA packages, asset based 
financing to the most sophisticated syndi­
cated packages, we deliver. 

For the answers you need on sophisti­
cated financial programs, come to the special­
ists, the Commercial Banking Division of 
Nevada National Bank. We deliver 

In Reno phone: Mike Kane 785·666 . In La Vega phone: Bob chofield 3 6·3764. 
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BOULDER CITY 

Follow The SUD 

II 

Th rifty Food and Lodging 

Chamber of Commerce 
Boulder City, NV 89005 

(702) 293-2034 

ELKO 

ELKO, NEVADA 

Big name entertainment 
First class accommodations 
Color TV 
Swimming pool 
Air conditioned 
Convention facilities 
Indoor parking 
Coffee shop and bar 

STOCKMEN'S 
MOTOR HOTEL 

P. O. Box 270 
Elko, NV 89801 
(702) 738-5141 
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Travel Guide 
LAS VEGAS 

Win the West. 
204 Beautiful Rooms 
Fine dining in Diamond lIl's 
24 hour menu in the Stagecoach 
Live entertainment 
Complete Casino including Race& 
Sports Book and Poker Parlour 
Daily shuttle service between 
Sam's Town and California Hotel 
Acres of Free Parking . 
R.V included 

SAM'S 
TOW-~ ~ \. - ~ . " 

~I ' 
, HOTEL. GAMBIJNG HALL 

and 
BOWLING CENTER 

5111 Boulder Highway 
P.O. Box 12001 
Las Vegas, NV 89112 
800-634-6371 or 702-456-7777 

CARSON CITY 

~ACK'S~ 
BAR 

An Historic Saloon Site 
Since 1859 

· Cold Beer Constantly 
on Draught 

· Wines, Liquors & Cigars 

· Antique Bar 

· Slot Machines 

Doug & Marian Addison, 
Props. 

South Carson Street 
Carson City 
(Across from the Legislature 

~he O'm,by Ho",e) ~ 

JACKPOT 

RESORT CASINOS 
Entertainment 

U.S. Highway 93 
North is a short 
route to Craters 
of the Moon 
National 

Cocb -" ~ Monument in 
L&I .-'" Idaho and also 
& to Yellowstone & 

mmmmmmmm ~~~~odn:~~:rks 
Convention Center 
Indoor Mall 
Exqu isite Din ing-Show Room 
Two Fine-Food Restaurants 
Lunch Counter 
Cocktail Lounges 

Special Food Service in 
Convention Center Designed 
for All Types of Gatherings 

For Motel Reservation. 
Can (702) 755·2321 

For WOf rt\MIO" , ..... lc . C«I H._n. 110" ' 21 

JACKPOT. NV 89825 
P\ituu Country 

On US Highway 93 at Idaho Border 

CARSON CITY 

• Friendly 
• HistDric 
Carson City 
Chamber of Commerce 
702/882-1566 



AUSTIN 

"Produce" of the fin ••• o. N.vada Turquol .... 

\)~\\J\RDO TURDI/O, 
\,: CO. , INC. $£ 

11~ 
/£'JILLING & M\~\~t, 

ESI 
1972 The Shoshone Mme 

THE SOURCE FOR: 

• PrecIous Turquoise 
• Silver Nuggets and Chains 
• The Nevada Rock Clock ™ 
• Silver Crystals 
• Minerai Specimens 
• Silver Bull ion Sterling Si lver 
• Fine Custom Jewelry 
• Other Fine Gemstones 

CERTIFIED APPRAISALS 

MANUFACTURING SILVERSMITHS 
DESIGN and REPAIR SERVICE 

1300 E Ma,n SI 964-264 1 

- IN HISTORIC AUSTIN -

VISA MASTERCARD AMERICAN EXPRESS 
DI NERS CLU B - CART E BLANCHE 

WINNEMUCCA 

Motel 
SCOTT 
SHADY 
COURT 
("Your Home Away From Home. 'J 

70 UNITS, ALL HAVING 
STEAM HEAT & AIR CONDITIONING 
DIRECT DIAL TELEPHONES 
COLOR TELFVISION 
INDOOR, HEATED POOL 

FOR YEAR- 'ROUND SWIMMING 
SAUNA BATH 
CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND 

3 BLOCKS OFF HWY 95 
2 BLOCKS NORTH OF 

WINNEMUCCA BOULEVARD (1-80) 
AT PAVILION & FIRST STREETS 

P.O. BOX 672 (702) 623-3646 

Travel Guide 
RENO/TAHOE 

133 NORTH SIERRA STREET 
(702) 348-7788 

FULL SERVICE 
GROUND HANDLERI 

• GAMING TOUR 
• SKI SHUTTLE 
·TOURS 

RENO 
VIRGINIA CITY 
LAKE TAHOE 

• AIRPORT TRANSFERS 
• HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 

TlCKETRON 

ItWe Know the Territory" 

WILDHORSE 

lildhorse 
RaDCh & Resort 

Ice Fishing 
Snowmobiling A­
Cross Country Skiing 

Restaurant • Bar ' Ice 
Rooms • Mobile Home Rentals 

Boat Rentals • RV Park 
Private airport with 5500 It. runway 

Fishing & Hunting licenses 

Archie & Betty Corbari 
Your H osts 

65 miles north of Elko 
Phone: Northfork 6471 or 6472 thru 
Elko or, write for brochure and rates: 

Via : Elko, Nevada 89801 

WINNEMUCCA 

WINNEMUCCA! 
A great spot to have fun 

night or day! We now have a 
great place for your next meet­
ing: our brand new 13,000 sq. 
ft. Convention Center More 
motel rooms & casino action 
than ever 

Let us help you have a good 
time! 
Wri te or call: 

WUfREMUCCA 
Convention Center 
and Visitors Bureau 
50 Winnemucca Blvd. West 
Winnemucca, NV. 89445 

(702) 623-5071 

DEATH VALLEY 
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BILL BOYD. 
"THE NEVADAN" 

Honorary Marshall of 
Virginia City and Gold Hill 

Promoting our 
Western Heritage 

THE NEVADA 
TRADING POST 
Everything for 
the Westerner 
27 North " C" Street 
Virg inia City, NV 89440 
702-847-0535 

THE NEVADA 
COIN COMPANY 
Numismatic Gold 
and Silver Coins 
Silver Dollar 
Investments 
913 East 2nd Street 
Reno , NV 89502 

TERRA WEST REALTY 
Residential & Commerc ial 
real estate 
Gabrielle Boyd, Broker 
920 Kuenzl i Lane 
Reno, NV 89502 
702-323-2886 

BOYD BUCKLES 
Silver and Gold Buckles, 
Western & Coin Jewelry. 
In better western & 
department stores. 

Bill Boyd's! 

THE NEVADAN SERIES 
Fine western leather 
apparel for Adults & Ch ildren 

For more information : 
Robert W. Boyd 
8r Associates 
P.o . Box 7442 
Reno , NV 89510 
702-786-3300 
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MYSTERY OF THE SAVAGE SUMP 
(COIlli IllIed from page 14) 

Goodman took them, and ten thou­
sand more at the same figure . 

A little man rose and flung twenty 
thousand shares at Goodman. He took 
them without blinking. 

There was a pause and the swirl of 
speculation seemed for a moment to have 
lost its momentum. 

Thirty-five thousand shares inside a 
minute, and snapped up by one man, was 
not a usual thing. They waited to see 
what the calm, blue-eyed man would do, 
as if he would dare bid higher. Then his 
voice rang out: 

"Twenty-seven for twenty-five thou­
sand shares, buyer thirty." 

In an instant the cry of "sold" was 
shouted at him from all sides of the Board 
room. 

"Take 'em all," he cried, "and will give 
twenty-eight for fifty thousand more." 

ot a sale was offered at those figures. 
Something was on. The brokers scented a 
big deal in Savage, and no one dared take 
his offer. 

The session closed and in a few 
minutes the street was a scene of extra­
ordinary excitement. The wires were hot 
between San Francisco and Virginia City 
with cipher dispatches, but no one could 
report anything extraordinary in Savage. 
There was no development, and the 
water in the lower levels required the full 
working capacity of the big Cornish 
pumps to hold it in control. 

Goodman was a commission broker 
and evidently not speculating on his own 
hook, and Colonel Clair's brokers were 
selling Savage-but in mighty small lots. 

Colonel Clair was moving about the 
street in front of the Exchange building, 
deprecating the idea of a rise in stocks 
not based on actual merit. 

"Me son," he aid to one of the curb­
stone brokers, " there can never be any­
thing in buying Savage until the water is 
out of the lower levels." 

Within a week the water wa nearly all 
out of the Savage, and also out of the ad­
joining mine, and stocks began to soar. 

"Not just 
a bagel, 

but a tradition' 
at 

The pumps all along the big lead were 
slowing down, and the word went out 
that the water had been conquered at last 
and now the big bonanzas were going to 
be uncovered. Virginia City was happy, 
and the Stock Exchange in San Francisco 
was a whirl of speculation. 

Then Colonel Clair began shorting 
everything right in the midst of the flurry . 
He had sold and realized a cool million, 
and was now a bear. It seemed odd that 
this should be the case when the pumps 
had drained the lower levels almost dry 
and no water was coming in . Then un­
expectedly the waters came into the 
lower levels in a great flood and caught 
the miners napping with the pumps 
barely moving. There was a crash in 
stocks when the news reached Pine 
Street, San Francisco, and everything 
went by the board. Colonel Clair cleaned 
up another million. 

" I didn't think it could be permanent," 
he said. 

Then came a series of rises and break 
in the market and Colonel Clair always 
"hit them just right. " 0 man seemed so 
shrewd as he, and so the deals went on 
and his wealth accumulated. William 
Meeker had but to raise or lower the plug 
in Lake Tahoe according to advices. 

One night, as Meeker was raising the 
plug with the big windla s, he became 
aware of a figure behind him. It was 
Colonel Clair, who had reached the spot 
by a boat. 

" How is she working?" 
" ever better." 
" I have your share deposited in the 

evada Bank, and it is now over two 
million." 

Meeker miled and hi s hea rt bounded 
when he heard those words. 

" How big the moon look over yo n­
der," exclaimed the Colonel. 

Meeker turned his head, and a heavy 
iron bar crushed in his kull. Colonel 
Clair tied a weight to the body and 
lowered it into the depth . Down and 
down it slowly sank, and then the swi rl 
sucked it into the hole and it was gone. 
Colonel Clair lowered the plug. 0 

Eileen and Larry Feldman's 

BAGEL DELI 
"Home of the Stuffed Bagel" 

1091 So. Virginia and Bagel Alley 

HO R : Tue day thru 
Friday 7:30am to 4:30pm 
Saturday-8:30am to 
4:30pm 

322-9458 



SAM DAVIS & THE ORMSBY RING 
(Continued from page 12) 

judged the grand jury's honesty? He 
knew that Ormsby's district attorney was 
against him. They had tangled before, 
and Davis had no doubts that the DA 
found great satisfaction in seeing him 
behind bars. But was the grand jury 
under the ring's power as well? If so, 
where could he turn? 

Davis' plight promised a great legal 
and moral drama. Consider the stage: a 
provincial courtroom, and a jailhouse. 
And the actors : a courageous editor, 
shadowy businessmen who were out to 
get him, and public officials, both legal 
and administrative, of doubtful virtue. 
And the issue at stake: a journalist's right 
to keep a professional confidence. The 
climactic battle of Davis' crusade was 
looming. It appeared that long, bitter, 
complicated litigation would follow. 

But it didn' t. Davis stayed in jail only 
20 minutes before Louis Stevenson, the 
informant Davis had been protecting, re­
leased him from his confidence and 
immediately afterwards identified him­
self to the grand jury. It was an anti­
climax. either success nor defeat was 
declared. The grand jury eventually 
found one county commissioner guilty of 
malfeasance, but it only recommended 
that "hereafter the work be done correct­
ly." An obvious whitewash. 

One wonders, reading Davis' terse 
account of the affair, if he hadn' t per­
formed a little behind-the-scenes trickery 
too. Stevenson got Davis out of jail very 
quickly- almost too quickly. Had the two 
planned it all? Was Davis' defiance of the 
grand jury a gesture, a stratagem to 
attract attention to his charges? It is just 
the sort of subterfuge that would have 
tickled Davis- all the more so because it 
might have furthered his cause. But 
planned or not, his stay in jail still 
involved genuine social concerns. 

Davis never gave up those concerns. 
He continued to pepper his editorials 
with accusations of corruption: 

"Most of their illegal acts are either en­
dorsed by the Grand Jury or white­
washed. The Appeal does not believe that 
the District Attorney ever expected to do 
anything more than raise a dust under 
which the Grand Jury could retreat." 

He went on to win some, and to lose as 
many, small battles. He never grew des­
perate. He never despaired . To Davis, the 
battle was as important as the victory. He 
loved a good moral fight as he loved a tall 
tale. Both stirred him deeply, appealing 
to the apparent contradiction in him: his 
religious background, so full of firm 
values and faith, and his effervescent 
imagination, so valueless and hopeful. 
Davis was a frontiersman in a diminish­
ing fronti e r. 0 

Roger Smith is associate editor of evada 
Magazine. With Sylv ia Crowell Stoddard, he is 
writillg a biography of Sam Davis. 

"Friend and Freedom" by Angie Whitson THE MV'~ Um;,.d Ed;';oo of 16 RS 

• 421 ful~IYlce hookupe • complete laundry '-cUltle. 
• ~. jacuzzi, .. una •• community room with game 
arcade • doO run • convenience .tore • dump atatlon 
• reatr_me • playground. ehuttle craft and mini bue 

.. IYlce • 24-hour reglatratlon 
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OUTDOORS 

THE 
TOWERS 

OF 
TAINDANDOI 

M illennia ago glaciers gouged out 
deep canyons in the ranges of 
northeastern Nevada. Left stand­

ing between Starr Valley and Clover 
Valley was the thin, ragged crest of the 
East Humboldt Range. Its highest point is 
11,306-foot Hole in the Mountain Peak, 
one of the strangest and most compelling 
summits of any range. Three hundred 
feet below the peak is the mountain's 
namesake, a huge natural window that 
developed age ago in weak, thin-bedded 
marble. 

Recently I found myself irresistably 
drawn back to that peak- partly to enjoy 
again the sheer magnificence of the area 
and partly to challenge the mountain's 
serrated crest. 

I had first made the 20-mile trip south 
from Wells to the peak in 1963. After 10 
hour of almost continuous climbing a 
friend and I reached the summit. We 
were by no means the first climber . Jean 
McElrath, in a 1959 Nevada article, noted 
that carved in rock there was the name of 
Lee St. Claire, a "venturesome ex-Con­
federate soldier and pioneer Elko County 
rancher," and the date 1874. The first 
settler to see the hole in the peak, 
according to Elko historian Edna Patter­
son, was Lizzie Wiseman, and the natural 
op ning i till called Lizzie's Window 
locally. However, native Americans prob­
ably knew of the large hole centuries 
earlier. Ethnographer Julian Steward re­
corded in 1938 that the Sho hone called 
the peak Taindandoi (or Tainyandoya, 
"hole(s) in the top") . 

But the mountain's greate t fa cination 
for me- the reason I returned- was a 
ragged ridge that extends 1,400 feet to 
Lizzie' Window. After my fir t ascent of 
the mountain, I had alway wanted to 
cro s that towering rock wall with climb­
ing equipment. 

July 3, 1981, found me again gaping up 
at the peak. Aaron Mclane, my son, and 

After 18 years 
a climber returns to 

Hole in the Mountain Peak, 
a strange landmark 

that the first Nevadans 
called Taindandoi. 

By Alvin McLane 

Christy Tews, who has climbed in epal, 
were companions for the adventure. We 
hiked west up 1,600 vertical feet from 
Lizzie's Basin and set up camp on a ridge 
among a sparse tand of limber pine. The 
magnificent rib of rock rose 1,000 feet 
above us. 

We would make the traverse the next 
day, but with the afternoon before u , we 
decided to have ome fun on a 50-foot 
finger of rock east of the peak. As we 
hiked through a bowl-shaped cirque, 
mule deer bounded across the basin and 
young golden eagles soared overhead. 
Icy-cold water from snow patch s rumbled 
over small cliffs and poured into the 

meadow. And marmots scurried about 
among bluebells, shooting stars and 
purple Parry primroses. After we climbed 
the slender rock spire and retraced our 
route to camp, we watched the lengthen­
ing shadows creep across the basin floor 
below. 

The next day, July 4th, dawned clear, 
the sky deep blue. We prepared excited­
ly and hurried off, startling a doe and her 
fawn- the latter came within five feet of 
Aaron as it fled . South of the peak we 
overcame several blocky spires enroute 
by climbing and rappelling along dizzy 
precipices. A final tower shot up directly 
above Lizzie's Window, looking like an 
oversized dunce cap with two legs. We 
climbed it and descended by rope on the 
west side. The tower overhung to the east 
in a perpendicular drop of 300 to 400 
feet. For the fun of it, Christy rappelled 
down over the hole, which framed her 
and the great expanse of the valley 
beyond. We had trodden the peak's most 
dangerous and exciting ridge . 

We continued our traver e of the 
range's crest for a mile and a half and 
found a perfectly clear tarn enclosed in a 
rocky basin . We lazed there in the sun 
awhile and then followed the land's 
contours back to camp, startling nine 
bucks in velvet along the way. 

We packed and descended east to 
Lizzie's Basin. But before we left the area 
we turned back and noticed that the sun 
was about to et behind the window. We 
waited . Soon, like a hot iron burning a 
hole through paper, the sun burst through 
Lizzie's Window in towering Taindandoi, 
and a powerful sunbean shone down 
upon us. There is no better way to leave a 
peak than with the blessing of the 
mountain and the sun. 0 

Alvin McLane of Reno is a dedicated outdoors­
man and authorofSilent Cordilleras, aguide to 
Nevada's 314 mOllntain ranges. 
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You'll Find Something Interesting in Every Issue 

If you collect art or plan to begin collecting soon and would like to know 
more about the print world , you would be interested in what PRINTS has 
to offer you , such as : 

Feature Articles on many of today's leading artists . 
News Updates on art associated events. 
New Releases just completed by top grade artists. 
Collector Print Prices up to date values on many sold out prints. 
Print Gallery listings which guide you to a gallery closest to you . 
The Exchange . If you're presently a co l lector and want a hard to find print 

or have one you would like to sell , list it here. 

Yes, all of this plus much. much more. 
And only for $20.00 per year. 

Or buy a second gift subscription at same time for onl y $12.00 
(Recipient will be notified.) 

PO 80.1468 

Allon. IL 62002 
(618) 462· 1468 

Start my sub Wit h (Circle one) 

J F. M A. M J . J A. S O. N 0 

Name ________________________________________________________ _ 

Firm 

Address 
City __________________________ _ State ________ _ 

I collect the following types of art and/ or artists: 

o My $20.00 check enclosed o Please bill me 

Zip 

o The above gift subscription is from : ________________________________ _ 
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LETTERS 
(Coll tillued fro m page 6) 

subjects! We could never get away with 
the kind of stuff you use. 

Bob Bel1, Editor 
Pennsylvania Game News 

Harrisburg, P A. 

DP's Get to Vote 
Isn' t it amazing (Letters / 0 '81), es­
pecial1y with a name like Bonetti, how 
European migrants can transform into 
pure Americans in a mere generation or 
two. You see, I'm English, 26 years old, 
and although I miss home, the more I see 
of Nevada, the more I feel I was born too 
late in the wrong place. The evada I 
real1y love is mile after mile of desert 
plain and beautiful1y formed and colored 
rocks which abound our state. otice I 
say "our" state. That might upset some 
people, but the way I see it is that about 
98 percent of the population originated 
somewhere else, mostly Europe, and this 
arid wonderland is just as much mine as 
anyone's. Don't get me wrong, I'm no 
rowdy, I respect Americans a lot. I just 
wish they appreciated this paradise called 
Nevada as much as I do. So Bonetti, 
please move over and let a fellow 
European savor this state; there's lots of 
room for al1 of us. 

Michael Cheesman 
Las Vegas, NV. 

Don't Stop, Don't Change 
My husband, Seth Moseley, an al1eged 
writer, said he's subscribing to too many 
magazines and told me to stop taking 

evada. But the other day I caught him 
peeking at past issues, so I know that his 
heart belongs to Daddy Nevada. Please 
renew. 

Hilda Moseley 
Canaan, CT. 

A great magazine, hope it doesn't change. 
Lola Loyd 
Reno, NV. 

Your 1982 Muench calendar is the best so 
far. Hope I am not too late to order 
another as a gift. 

Hildred Johnson 
Las Vegas, NV 

I liked your historic calendar (1981) 
better than your color calendar (1982) . 

Mrs. G. C. Ryan 
Albuquerque, M 

Recently I ordered and received a copy of 
your special gaming issue. It is really an 
excellent issue and I would now like to 
order a copy for a friend . 

Gerald Dinner 
Hawthorne, CA. 

Thanks a lot. To order, please use the envelope 
in the center of this magazine. Send us $2.95 
and we'll ship you a Gaming Issue; send us 
$5.25 and we'll send you a 1982 Muench 
calendar.-Ed. 0 



PA TTY SHEEHAN 
(Colltillued fro m page 34) 

admit it, I was spoiled and hated it. All 
that packing is why I quit racing and took 
up golf. I'm lazy." 

Lazy or not, at age 15 she began 
spending seven days a week at Hidden 
Valley. "I had the run of the place. There 
were some great putting greens, a driving 
range, a long and short trap and a 
chipping green you can hit a 4 iron into. 
I've never found anyplace better for 
practice." 

There were also some talented teach­
ers. Eddie Jones, the pro at Hidden 
Valley, makes his living by teaching, but 
for Sheehan the service was on the 
house . ''I'd be doing something wrong 
and go knock on his door. He would 
always stop whatever he was doing and 
spend some time with me." 

Veteran pro Susie Berning, a three­
time U.S. Open champ, was playing out 
of Edgewood at Lake Tahoe and served as 
Patty's idol. ''I'd go up and watch her hit 
balls and just be in awe. She often scared 
me, but she was definitely part of my 
success. She offered me real encourage­
ment when I needed it." 

If there's one area of her game that still 
needs work, it's on the greens. Her 
second-place finish in the Las Vegas Putt­
Off last fall was something of a surprise. 
Rating herself on a scale of 1 to 10, she 
says she began last year putting at 4 and 
finished a 7 Combined with her near­
perfect drives, she may not need more 
than a 5 to dominate the tour. 

Always the optimist, Sheehan man­
aged to top her own expectations recent­
ly. When she first joined the tour, she 
formed a corporation with her parents to 
cover her expenses. It was supposed to 
be a tax write-off for the family ski shop 
but ended up making money before 
being quickly dissolved. "My goal that 
first year was to make $60,000. When I hit 
$100,000, I changed my goal," she says 
with a grin. 

If there's one facet of LPGA life that 
Sheehan has any misgivings about, it's 
the glamour circuit. Jan Stephenson's 
provocative photo spreads and Laura 
Baugh's rise to fame, despite a poor game, 
show that good looks can still core 
points in a sports contest. While Patty's 
sparkling blue eyes and infectious smile 
are worth a stroke or two all by them­
selves, she'd be the last to admit it. 

"You don't find a whole lot of men 
following me around the golf course," 
she says, "because I'm not a sex object; 
because I don' t have a great figure; 
because I don't have long flowing hair; 
because I don't wear make-up and 
because I have the Sheehan walk. But I tell 
ya, they don't know what they're missin'!" 

That's something the Reno press corps 
already knows. 0 

Buddy Frank is managing editor of KTVN- TV 
News in Reno. 

Emporium 

HOME 
OF THE FUTURE 

.. Now you can buUd today's moat energy-efficient hom.­
with . monthty utlhty savings 01 up 10 50 percent or more! 

... Our unique geodesk>de.!gn homes are far superior In 
structural strength compared to conventiona' homel­
yel reQuire one-third fewer materials to cover the same 
surface area! 

.It. Quahty-crafted. pre-cut home packages make conlt~ 
lion practal and speedy1 

... Complete site evaluation and financial counseUno 
available. 

CATHEDRALITE DOMES 
OF RENO (NM) 

475 Hill Street, Su ite D 
Reno, NV 89501 
(702) 323-2794 

Nevada License #1 4595 

An intimate and 
affectionately deta iled 
portrait of th e rnost 
interesting state in 
America. 

THE 
COMPLEAT 

NEVADA 
TRAVELER 

A Guide to the State 

ea rl~' 150 photographs. new 
maps and an expanded format 
highlight th is new edition of 
David Toll's delightful 192-page 
C;uide to evada. 

, end $5.95 to: Compleat evada 
Traveler. evada Magazine. 
Capitol ompl x. Carson City. NV 

V 9710. 

Serving all of 
Northern Nevada 

Residential 
Commercial 
Raw Land 
Business Opportunities 
Farm &. Ranch 

DESERT 
MOUNTAIN 
REALTY, 
INC. 
(702) 289-8410 or 
(702) 289-3038 
1060 Avenue F 
East Ely, NV 89315 

m 

WARD JOHNS 
SABlAN SIMPSON 

or 

REALTOR ~ 

KEN ALEXANDER 
550 East Plumb Lane. Suite 101 

Reno. Nevada 89502 

(702) 827-3648 

* ThulIHands uf pl'Ufe.,.,ionai contact., to 
/lrUlllot e. present. nook find protection 

for 1II11.,;('i(ln., in the ;ndll.,tl'!/. 

A.F. of M. Approved 
Local 36 

* 
P iC lU reo tape of video tape. and resu me is 

requested for talent screen to Nevada 
Talent and Booking. 
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BOOKS 

VIRGINIA CITY , CARSON CITY AND BODIE 
were towns Rosa May worked as a prostitute and 
madam 1875-1912. Retrace her remarkable life 
in ROSA MAY, by George Williams , III. 240 pgs., 
26 personal letters , 30 rare photos . Praised by 
Las Vegas Review and L.A. Times. All books 
autographed and shipped immediately. $8.95 
postage paid . For books or more info write : 
GEORGE WILLIAMS, III , PUBLISHER (714) 682-8942 

Box 413 , Riverside, CA 92502 

THE NEVADA BOTTLE BOOK: Merchant 
history, price, photos. $9.50 pp. R. mith. 
14040 Perlite, Reno, 89511. 

GUIDE TO THE GHOST TOWNS OF 
NEVADA SERIES now available direct from 
author. VoL 1, Nye ounty. 175 site . 200 photos. 

12.95 + $) po tage. hawn Hall, Box 282. 
Charlton ity, Mass. 0150 . 

t·~·~·~·~·~·~·t Tahoe Basill • Rello 
Virgillia City . Desolation IiI.A. - -t LAKE TAHOE t 

RECREATION GUIDE 
- CAMPING. FISHING -

I WINTER SPORTS· HISTORY III MORE t 
150 pages (8~ x 11 ") Full Map Coverage. 
$4.50 at Sport. Map. 800k & Gift Stores. t­
$5.63 (Incl. Tax & Postage) by mail from : 

Family Fun _ 

t P. O. 80x 21 - 41 52 t 
Sacramento. CA 95821 -------------

CAMELS IN THE WEST, by Deane & Peggy 
Robertson, 16-page newly re earched booklet 
on imported camel at work in 19th Century 
Washoe and the We t. Rare illu trations .. 2.95 
plus 55¢ po tage and handling. California resi­
dent plea e add 20c sale tax. Arcade House. 
P.O. Box 214744, acramento, CA 95821. 

"CONQUER ANXIETY AND FR TRA-
TION." Powelful Guide! $1. ewlife, Box 684 
Boulder City, I V 9005. 

TRAVEL NEVADA THE WEST THE 
WORLD through book. Little Profe SOl' 

Book Center, 949 West Moana Lane. Reno. V 
89509. 702-825-084 . Owned and operated by 

LOOSE C HANGE magazine for those who love 
old lot machines, related . ubject . . 25/year 01' 
$2.50 for sample. 21176 . Alameda t. , Rm. 11. 
Long Beach, CA 90 10. 
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Classified 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

INCORPORATE IN NEVADA. Liability pro­
tection tax helter. Take advantage of the best 
Corp. & "Tax Free" law in the ave 
thousand of tax dollars, become depre ion 
proof, have protection, freedom & profits. Busi­
nesse -individuals-profe ional; we show you 
how! taffed "Mini-office" (pre tige addres l. 
phone, mail ; evada bank account and busine s 
license also available. FREE FACT and liter­
ature. Write or ca ll: "The Profe sionals," Laugh­
lin A oc., Inc., Dept. V., 2527 . Cal' on t. 
#205, Car on City, V. 9701. Toll Free, 00-
648-096601' in evada. 702-883- 484. 

COLLECTOR' S ITEMS 

This summer explore with 
PRECISE MAPS OF OLD WESTERN TOWNS 
Vrrgmra Cny/ Gold H~113-sheeI1890 map folro. S16. Tuscarora 
1890, Austin 1907, Fallon 1905. DaYlon 1907. Bodle 18QO.Angels 
Camp 1898. Moke Hd11898, and San Andreas 1898 are S3 each. 
Reno 5-sheel 1879 map folro, S12. Pnce Includes postage 
VLAD SHKURKIN. PUBLISHER (415) 232-7742 

6025 ROil Arbor. S.n P.blo. CA 94806 

DOGS 

RENEE'S ALL BREED PET GROOMING: 
AKC Toy Breed puppies available. 213 age 

treet, Cal' on City, V 89701. 702- 3-1 4 . 

HOME 

WANT TO ADVERTISE? NEVADA MAGAZINE CLASSIFIEDS 

RATES 
DISPLAY CLASSIFIED 

NOTE PrIces Quoted are per insertIon 
For example a 2-Incn disp lay classilled. In every Issue. would cos/ $48 per ad x 6 - 5288 

I -lime 3-tlmes 6-tlmes 
2" $61 $54 $48 
l -'h" $50 $43 $37 
I" $40 $33 $27 

(Logos and line shots. $10 extra per rnsertlon; halftones, $25 extra per Insertion.) 

Simes 
4 lines 
3 lines 

REGULAR CLASSIFIED 

$33 
$26 
520 

$29 
$23 
$18 

$23 
$19 
$15 

(34 characters per line II1cludlng spaces and punctuation Column Width 2-' , ") 

Have your 6-time ad read by almost a million Nevada Magazine readers. 

Check or money order must accompany copy and be received not later than eight weeks pllor 
to rubllcatlon date. Example. July classlfleds due May 1 S1. No billings sent. All classfled ads 
are accepted at Publisher's discretion. 

Send orders to: Betty Govorchln. NEVADA MAGAZINE CLASSIFIED 
Capitol Complex. Carson City. NV 89710 

Name ____________________________________________________ ___ 

Address ____________________________________________________ _ 

Clty __________________________ State ___ _ ZIP __ _ 

Category Telephone 

My NEVADA CLASSIFIED: 



HORSES 

LUCAS ARABIAN STUD 

Fernley, 

how and racing Arabian 
for ale and lea e. 

KellogglCrabbet 
bloodline . 

JEWELRY 

Ludel's Jewelry 

Our Diamonds al'e cut in Nevada 
Fine Jewelry & Diamond 

Open Monday- aturday 
1452 . Hwy. 395, Gardnerville (702) 7 2-2646 

LIBERTY JEWELRY & LOAN. Buy, ell, 
Trade, ew & Used. Diamond & wedding ring. 
We loan the mo t. C. Ti her, Owner, 220 . 

ar on ity, V. (702) 2-1066. 

MINING 

SPICER MINING CO. INC. 
Nevada Mines & Minerals 
Evaluation, exploration, deve lopment. 

Located at the Boiling Pot Outfit, 
mile north of Beatty on Hwy. 95. 

JIM SPICER, Mining Consultant 

1982 CALENDAR. NEVADA Magazine's 19 2 
full color calendar by famed land cape photog­
rapher David Muench. Enclo e check for 5.25 
to: E ADA Magazine, Ca pitol omplex, ar­
on it y. l V. 9710. 

REAL ESTATE 

~ STROUT REALTY 

~----~Li~ce-n5e~d7~~~~e; 
Country Properties and Mining Claim . 
One acre to 1, acre parcel . 35 mi . E. of 
Car o n City, o n Hwy 50, AT LAKE 
LAHO TA , GATEWAY TO FISHI G 
AND RECREATIO . Send for free catalog 
and brochure . P.O . Box 85, Silver Springs, 
NY 9429. 702-882-2181 & 702-577-2454. 

RESTAURANTS 

Sharkey's 
NUGGET 

omething for everyone 

PLU THE GREATE T 
A D FI E T 

PRIME RIB IN THE WORLD 
Hwy.395 

Gardnerville, evada 

WINNEMUCCA HOTEL 
& BAR 

95 Bridge treet 
Ba que & American Dinner 
Family tyle . ince 1 63 

Miguel, Margal'et ' Michael Olano 

WESTERN STORES 

omplete ranch and irrigation upplies. Reno 
R anch and pl' inkJel' uppJy Co., 1600 
Virginia, Reno. V. 9502. 702- 25-5022. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

GOLDEN ANNlVER ARY PECIAL: Ne­
vada Magazine's award-winning pu blication cele­
brating the 50th anniver ary of gaming. Include 
legend and fact; the lowdown on high rolling: 
gang tel'. howgirl and tar. Only 2.95. end 
check to E \ ADA MAGAZI E GAMING 
r E, Capitol omplex, arson ity, V 

9710. 
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NEVADA READING 

The Life and Times of a 
Gambling Magllate 

The Harrah Touch 
In the following excerpt from William Fisk 
Harrah by Leon Mandel, Harrah has arrived in 
Reno and begins to apply the Harrah Touch­
not only ill his casinos but al o in his dealings 
1 1th other businessmen. 

Harrah had made clear to the skeptics 
that he was in Reno to stay with a 

typical Harravian gesture: in tead of buy­
Ing the conventional space heater for his 
n w hed on Commercial Row, he had in-
e ted $600 in a genuine, for-real oil 

hater. "Well," said the heater consultant, 
"you can get just a heater in the corner 
for $30. But you can get a furnace ­
ba ement, the whole bit- for $600." 

"But it was a first-class job. So we 
bought it. We did need heat and we 
wanted the people to be comfortable. 
They' re not goin' to play if they' re not 
comfortable." The Harrah Touch again, 
and in that winter of ' 38 it warmed the 
hearts and feet of his bingo cu tomers. 
The Harrah Touch failed him, however. 
m the case of the lima beans. 

When Harrah opened on Commercial, 
h had marker made up for hi s bingo 
ards, nice ones, too, and expe nsive. For a 

rea on he didn' t at fir t realize, hi 
players (80 percent locals, as with Virgil 
Smith's place) complained. It had been 
traditional to use lima bean , and if 
Harrah wouldn' t supply them, his cus­
tomers would bring bags of their own. To 
hi chagrin, Harrah was forced to give up 
h. fancy marker and replace th m with 
odd- haped legumes. 

Bowing to pressures from the lima 
bean lobby was one thing; he was not at 
all willing to go along with Ie benign 
convention. Harrah' s first dollar lot wa 
a machine he put in the Blackout Bar. ot 
long after it arrived it disappeared at the 
same time as a good deal of whiskey. The 
ulprit was easy to finger- when liquor is 

mis ing look to its keeper. Sure enough, 
Harrah was able to establish the guilt of 
the bartender. Trouble was, the man was 
under the protection of Jack Sullivan, 
who had taken over as manager of the 
Bank Club during the enforced vacation 
of its owners, Bill Graham and Jim 
McKay. 

This Sullivan was a hard case. He was, 
by then, a large, portly, formidable figure, 
addressed, in contravention of the casual 
we tern manner of equals, as "Mr." 
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Harrah and Sullivan were on a collision 
course. 

"We lost orne liquor which was re­
placeable (although it wa very hard to 
get) but the dollar slot machine was 
irreplaceable. I called a cop right away, 
which you weren' t supposed to do. But 
that' the way I was brought up. 

"Then (everybody). tellin ' me, 'Gee, 
B.II . Why don' t you let it go?" 0 way, I 
said, 'I'm mad.' 

"So then Jack Sullivan called me up 
and Ja k Sullivan never called anybody 
up." 

" Hello. Bill Harrah?" 
"Yeah." 
"Th. is Jack Sullivan." 
"Ooooh! Yes, Mr. Sullivan." 
"Could I see ya for a minute?" 
"Oh, ye , sir. I' ll come right over." 
" 0 , that on' t be nece ary, I'll come 

.and see you." Almost half a century later 
Harrah remembered Sullivan's size, his 
ynta , hi cane, and the glower in his 

presence. " I wa really impressed. It 
would be like Pre ident Carter or some­
body comin' to ee you. It was- you 
know-Jack SulllVall." The moment might 
ha e been impressive, but it was not 
awe orne: " He turned on all of his 
per onalit y. He didn' t have too much but 
he turned on all he had." 

Sullivan wanted Bill Harrah to forget 
the littl e incident of the theft . He wanted 
Harrah to know that in Reno the player 
ove rlooked prank , that he, Bill Harrah, 
would have to come to an appreciation of 
the tol rance requisite as a kind of 
commercial lubricant in th world of 
gambling. 

"I really stood up to him. I was amazed 
at myself. ' I r pect you very much, Mr. 
Sullivan, I aid, 'but this guy deliberately, 
obe rly stole my slot machine and a lot of 

booze and I' m gonna get him! '" 
" If you want to get along in Reno," 

Harrah remembered Sullivan answering, 
" I think you' re makin' a mistake. Here we 
scratch each other's back." Bill Harrah did 
not cratch Jack Sullivan' back. Instead, 
he took himself to the witne stand and 
testified again t Sullivan's protege, who 
was sent to prison. " I guess some peopl 
thought (the bartender) might get even 
with me and I should have worried about 
it. Maybe, but I never did ." Even in the 
early days, then, if someone was fooli h 
enough to bite Bill Harrah he soon 
discovered tooth marks on his own 
buttock . 0 

William Fisk Harrah: 
Life and Times of a Gambling Magnate 
by Leon Mandel 
Doubleday, Garden City, N.Y. 
223 pages, 32 pages of photos, 
hardback, $14.95 

When I was growing up in Nevada, all 
I knew about William F. Harrah was that 
he owned casinos, collected old cars like 
nobody's busi.ness, had a last name that 
read the same backwards and forwards 
and, I thought, had the middle name 
"Fiscal." But there was much more worth 
knowing about Harrah. His was a com­
plex personality, as Leon Mandel's bio­
graphy so carefully reveals, and he was a 
leading architect and defender of Ne­
vada's gambling industry. 

Mandel examines Harrah evenly, in­
cluding the early playboy it is and alco­
holism as well as the inspired innova­
tions- bars, busing and big stars-that 
built the Harrah empire. Along the way 
readers learn about other gambling figures 
such as Bill Graham, Jack Sullivan, Pappy 
Smith and Howard Hughes. Harrah 
seems to have stood up to, tussled with or 
hoodwinked many of them. He was par­
ticularly adept at learning from and 
capitalizing on his mistakes; Mandel's 
study of that Harrah trait is the most 
absorbing and valuable theme of the 
book. Almost as useful is Mandel's 
exposition of the way Harrah helped 
improve Nevada's image to the rest of the 
nation. It is a feat well worth under-
tanding. 

Mandel has written for a popular 
audience, not for scholars. So the narra­
tive is rich- ometimes dense - with in­
triguing detail and is cast in a style that 
intends to buoy up the subject, at times, 
as much with the author's wit as with the 
subject's appeal: " Harrah hired alld 
married (Scherry). What' more he did it 
without curtailing a social life that would 
have exhau ted Lothario, gagged Henry 
the Eighth, and left Casanova dehydrated 
and swearing lifelong celibacy." 

Mandel, a resident of Reno, presents 
Harrah almost as if he epitomizes the 
" evada story" - the sly rise to riches, 
dictatorialism, reformation and reticence, 
and strange and endearing passions (the 
auto collection and Harrah's virtual own­
ership of Stanley, Idaho) . So balanced is 
Mandel's treatment, which is based upon 
extensive research and his interviews 
with Harrah and his circle, that he 
di pells the many Harrah legends with­
out injuring the fascination of his real life 
story. Mandel's biography does not tell 
the whole Nevada story, of course; he 
makes no such claim. But Mandel does 
expose the inner machinery of the 
gambling man, and that machinery is an 
integral part of the Nevada works. 

- Roger Smith 
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