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4 NEVADA 

Editorial 

Speaking of Wilderness 

Nevada has grown quickly in the last 
decade- an observation so obvious 

that everyone agrees to it immediately. 
Funny how it characterizes our attitude 
toward the state, We don' t mean the 
state' s boundaries have expanded or, by 
some geologic upheaval, there is more 
land mass within the old borders; we 
simply mean more people and buildings. 

Certainly we're missing a lot of 
Nevada if we fail to acknowledge the land 
that lies beyond human habitation- the 
wilderness. We should pay more attention 
to it. 

Our definition of the wilderness- the 
vast desert, the waves of mountains­
tends to be simple and nervous. A friend 
once said, " I' m proud there's so much 
unpopulated space in evada, but I 
wouldn't want to live in it." Illogical as 
that statement may sound (no one, not 
even in Marin County, can live on un­
populated space), it shows how uneasily 
we live on the land. Wherever we don' t 
want to or can' t live, that's wilderness . If 
the land is green, full of minerals, skiable 
or next to a right of way, we set up for 
business. It's human nature to survive 
where the surviving's good. 

When we use the wilderness, we do so 
for our convenience, We like to relax in 
its solitude, marvel at its spectacles, stalk 
its game. This issue of Nevada is proof. It 
contains a series of features and guides 
on hiking, camping, rafting, fishing and 
even where to ski when the snow 
disappears. But when the trip's over, 
most of us would just as soon close the 
front door, take a shower and hope 
nature will leave us be. 

But the wilderness is not just a recrea­
tional convenience. Recreation, like min­
ing, ranching, real estate and other 
enterprises, brands the land and changes 
it. That should happen; we must accom­
modate the environment to our aspira­
tions. But those aspirations need not 
touch everything. We have enough room 
in Nevada that we can afford to keep the 
wilderness free of the whims of develop­
ment and haphazard entertainment. We 
should let some of the land alone, if only 
to prove we have the wisdom of restraint. 

An excellent opportunity awaits Ne­
vadans and out-of-staters who love the 
desert. In 1976 Congress passed the 
Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act, which instructed the Secretary of the 
Interior to identify and study areas that 
should be left as natural as possible. The 

Bureau of Land Management has been 
responsible for the actual studies. In 
Nevada, where the BLM administers 
more public lands- 49.1 million acres­
than in any other state except Alaska, it 
has located 5.147 million acres in 112 
little clumps sprinkled throughout the 
state for possible "designated wilderness 
areas." That's a bit over 10 percent of 
Nevada's federal land, including such 
curiosities and wonders as the Black Rock 
Desert, Blue Lake and the Worthington 
Mountains. By 1991, the BLM must 
decide which areas should remain wil­
derness and submit recommendations for 
approval by the president and Congress. 

Tight restrictions will govern lands 
designated as wilderness. No roads, no 
motorized vehicles, no aircraft, no build­
ings or commercial enterprises. Recrea­
tion will be permitted, but the BLM will 
prohibit many activities- riding dune 
buggies or dirt bikes, for instance , Who­
ever wants, or doesn't want, such restric­
tions had better say so soon. 

The process of choosing wilderness 
areas is just beginning. The BLM has 
worked up a set of guidelines and 
published them in the Wilderness Study 
Policy, available CI t BLM offices. So far all 
areas identified for detailed study are 
only potential sites. It's theoretically 
possible no lands will be set aside in 
Nevada. 

The public, however, has some say in 
the matter. This May the BLM will invite 
public comment on its environmental 
impact statement for the Tonopah Re­
source Area. The meetings, workshops, 
hearings, open houses and written com­
ment periods to be announced in local 
media, for it and 11 subsequent regional 
studies, will allow us all to demonstrate 
that we live on or visit Nevada because 
we like it and think the land' s future ­
and not just ours- is worth planning 
carefully. If our ancestors had to struggle 
to survive on the land, we should be 
willing to struggle to see that some of the 
land survives us, 

Only the worst arrogance would sug­
gest that humankind can destroy the 
wilderness completely. Nature only lends 
us the land and the materials to build; a 
few centuries, a few catastrophes, and 
real estate is nature's again . But the 
workings of nature do not fit our scale of 
time, and if we don't work to preserve 
some of the wilderness, it could be lost to 
us- and, more shamefully, to our children. 

-Roger Smith 



Letters 

Good-bye TV 
I didn't know there was such a magazine 
until a friend dropped off last year's. The 
hell with TV, Nevada Magazine comes first. 

Earl Schmidt 
Sonoma, CA. 

I fully enjoy Nevada Magazine. The pictures 
and storie are the greatest. Your tories 
dealing with atomic tests (Janl Feb '82), 
MX Missile and other subject that the 
government would like just to forget 
about are eye openers. The storie on old 
ghost towns are what I enjoy the most. I 
love to travel through the desert when I 
visit your tate at different times of the 
year. 

Pat Maguire 
Sacramento, CA. 

Thank you for a wonderful magazine, 
which has gotten better and better 
throughout the years. How about a life­
time subscription offer? 

Iris F. Goldman 
Los Angeles, CA. 

I am impressed with your magazine, and 
th students are finding it a useful 
re ource in their study of the community 
in the Great Basin. 

Patricia H. Spahr 
Va sar College 

Pough keep ie, Y 

Pahrump Moving Up 
Thi past weekend I had a chance to 
thoroughly review the Marchi April issue 
and it really was beautifully done. We 
were quite pleased with the rundown on 
golf in the state, the full-color picture of 
Calvada, and the commentary on the 
club. 

In review of the reaction from people 
who play at Calvada, I think that when 
the voting is repeated in another year or 
two, you' ll find us moving rapidly up the 
ladder. 

Phil Field 
Preferred Equities Corp. 

Las Vegas, V 

The Truth About Cats 
My favorite feature i Harry Webb' 
Horse Sense & onsense not only 
b cau e of Harry's salty, yarn- pinner 
tyle of writing, but also because his 

stories are 0 true to the West as I have 
known it through many of my 87 years. I 
mo t especially enjoyed "A Tale of Two 
Cats" because I have done a little 
trapping myself in my younger days, and 
I can vouch for the fact that 01 ' Harry 

knows what he is talking (writing) about. 
Plea e keep the series running. 

S. Omar Barker 
The other Las Vegas, NM 

Nope, It's 25 
I'm certain that Hank Dufurrena, being a 
good sharp man, used the standard way to 
count antelope: count the legs and divide 
by four. 

I did that too, but when I look at the 
heads (page 56, Marchi April '82), I get 25. 
From left to right, #6 and #7 heads 
overlap. There are two does to the right of 
the buck looking at Hank, and a doe in front 
of the second one looking to the left. 

Keep up the good work. 

Who Was First? 

Leverett Alford 
Reno, NY. 

It seems Georgia Lewis has beaten me 
into your page with a story on evada's 
first woman mayor, giving the credit to 
Dorothy Howell Porter of North Las 
Vegas. 

Since March of 1981 I've left no stone 
unturned in an attempt to ferret out 

evada's first woman mayor for a book 
now in progre on early woman mayors 
and all-woman government of the West. 
My experience in 17 other states is that as 
soon as I've about decided on a candidate 
for the honor, an earlier one turns up. 
Thi could well be the case now. 

If one of your readers doe indeed 
come up with an earlier woman mayor in 

evada, I will appreciate your courtesy in 
passing on the information to me. 

Wallace E. Smith 
Little River, CA. 

I read with intere t your article on artist 
Jim Rozzi in the February 1982 issue. I 
would like to know more about Mr. Rozzi 
and where his art is exhibited 0 that I 
may see some of his work next time I'm 
in evada. Could you please furni h me 
with the names of Reno or Lake Tahoe 
galleries who di play his work? 

James B. Chaplin 
Fort Lauderdale, FL. 

They're on their way. -Ed. 

I wonder if an editor realizes what a 
powerful force she wields in the articles 
which go into an issue? 

I received a phone call regarding the 
location of the building portrayed on the 
Marchi April cover before I even knew 
the magazine was out; another call in-
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qumng if the painting of the Mayberry 
Barn was still available; and while attend­
ing the Associated General Contractors 
Convention this weekend I received 
many, many congratulations. 

Please convey my thanks to Roger 
Smith and also to Dale Smith for their 
labors in m;king this article a standout. 
And if there is ever anything I can do for 
you, please ' feel free to ask. 

Lyle V Ball 
Reno, V. 

Thanks, Lyle, we love you too.-Ed. 

Fish Story Fit for Davis 
I enjoyed reading "The Mystery of the 
Savage Sump" in your April mag. It 
reminded me of when I was at high 
school in South Lake Tahoe around 1960. 
A strange prehistoric-looking fish was 
found in Lake Tahoe and brought into the 
biology class for inspection. It wa the 
first one known to be found from Lake 
Tahoe, but had been found occasionally 
from the depths of Pyramid Lake. 

Sam P Davis could have blown this up 
into one of his stories-or was he on the 
right track about the underground chan­
nels streaming from Lake Tahoe? 

MJ. Melton 
Dayton, V 

I must advise that Badwater in Death 
Valley is not the lowest spot in the United 
States and that its elevation is not 282 feet 
below sea level but 279 BSL. The lowest 
of 282 feet is out in the salt bed 41/2 miles 
to the northwest. 

Arthur Davis 
Reseda, CA. 

Atlantic City Magazine? 
Go to Atlantic City more now. It is much 
clo er for me. Is it possible for you to 
incorporate information about Atlantic 
City casinos in your magazine? You 
might have a special Atlantic City ection 
in your magazine. I'm quite sure there 
must be other who feel like I do. 

George Manus 
Ada, MI. 

Why do you avoid Vegas, Vegas casinos, 
Vegas ads, Vegas shows etc? It has most 
people, most income, etc. 

Tom Darmody 
Glendale, AZ 

Darmody, if you look through the past issues 
you'll find Las Vegas and environs are 
featured constantly, with a good geographical 
mix in each issue.-Ed. 

Your magazine gets better every issue. 
I'm glad you are not centering in on 
Vegas, Reno and Tahoe but on rural 

evada unlike any place on earth I've 
ever seen. The people the weather 
the olitude every vacation [ take is 
different and better than the previous 
one. 

Dan Reilly 
Enfield, CT. 



he price of 
owning prop­
erty in any 

internationally 
renowned re­
sort has 
gone far 
beyond the 

"sky-high" mark. Which is why it's almost un­
believable to find the most glamorous resort 
condominiums in Lake Tahoe so afford ably 
priced. Especially when you consider Kingsbury 
of Tahoe's twO- and three-bedroom units are de­
signer appointed and come with complete supporting 
facilities; indoor racquetball court, large, sunken Jacuzzi , 
weight training room, dry heat sauna and more. 

The price?-You can almost name that, 
too. The reason is that we've tailored a pro­
gram by which you can own a deeded interest 
in our luxury condominium resort and make 

it available each year at the time you specify. 
All for as little as $2 00 down! 

Think of the po sibilities, and then call us 
collect at (702) 588-5638 for details. We'll show you 

how to have the time of your life, time and again, at 
Kingsbury of Tahoe. But hurry, availability i limited! 

Kingsbury of Tahoe is a reson condominium time ownership de\'elopmem or Tahoe Ski Resons, Inc. 



Sand Mountain: 

8 EVADA 

The Dune 
that Booms 

Sand Mountain near Fallon is one of only 
three 'booming' dunes in the U.S., and 

when conditions are just right, you 
can hear it sing. 

By John F. Maloney 

I t can be incredibly silent in the desert 
country east of Fallon. The area is a 
vast dry lakebed-the remains of 

ancient Lake Lahontan-that seems as 
lifeless as the moonscape it so closely 
resembles. The silence is disturbed only 
by the sound of passing cars on the 
highway or the rumble of dune buggies 
romping across the terrain . 

But wait. There's another sound to be 
reckoned with. When conditions are just 
right, you can hear it in the vicinity of a 
certain mound of clean white sand 
located 30 miles east of Fallon, just off 
U.S. Highway 50. 

This mound, known as Sand Mountain, 
is not an ordinary sand dune. It has the 
uncanny ability to produce its own music, 
a low humming noise that is one of 
nature's strangest songs. 

Sand Mountain is a seif, or sword­
shaped dune, and it is one of only three 
"booming" sand dunes located in the 
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continental U.S. The other two are 
Crescent Dune in evada's Nye County 
and Kelso Dunes in southeastern Cali­
fornia . 

Booming sand dunes? 
That's right-and they are not to be 

confused with the far more common 
"singing sands" that occur on scores of 
ocean and lake beaches, especially along 
the Atlantic seaboard. 

How a sand dune booms has puzzled 
scientists for decades, but in recent years 
much has been learned about the me­
chanics that cause the noise. Field geolo­
gists have even made tape recordings 
that prove some dunes indeed do make 
their own kind of music. But different 
kinds of sand produce different kinds of 
sounds. 

More than a hundred sandy sites in 
America emit squeaking noises under 
certain conditions. John Lindsay of the 
University of Texas discovered in 1976 

A lone bedouin looks across Sand 
Mountain. Dune buggyists and 
geologists are more typical visitors. 

that the grains of "singing sands" are 
more perfectly rounded than normal 
grains. They produce a high-pitched 
noise, or squeak. But scientists still 
cannot agree on just what conditions are 
required to produce the noise. Usually 
the sand must be kicked, scuffed or 
pushed before it will perform. 

Ted Snyder, a retired government 
geologist who now lives in California, 
spent a number of years studying the 
origin and dynamics of Sand Mountain. 
He explains that "sand has to cascade 
down a slope before it'll boom." When 
the sand is dry, "it's a vibration of the 
crystals which produces the noise," he 
says. "I've never heard any better ex­
planation." 

Snyder tried to record the booming 
noise of Sand Mountain a few years ago, 
but the results were disappointing. "All 
we got was a lot of sounds of geologists 
panting, a certain amount of grunting and 
the noise of an aircraft passing over­
head," he says. But he has been present 
when the seif decided to sing. Snyder 
says it sounded like the "deep resonant 
notes from the far side of an electronic 
organ." 

As recently as 1965, Alonzo W. Pond, 
author of Deserts: Silent Lands of the World, 
labeled booming sand "an unsolved 
mystery." Science abhors an unsolved 
mystery, but even the high-quality tape 
recordings made at Sand Mountain by 
scientists from Houston's Lunar and 
Planetary Science Institute did little to 
explain how a sand dune could be a one­
note Wurlitzer. 

The real progress in deciphering the 
dune's music was made with the scan­
ning electron microscope, an instrument 
so refined it can produce a clear photo­
graph of a mite hitchhiking a ride on the 

back of a termite. Electron microscope 
images revealed that Sand Mountain's 
grains have smoother surfaces than non­
booming sand but not as smooth as those 
in squeaking sands. The continuous hum­
ming noise probably comes from the 
impact of grain upon grain, millions in 
unison, as planes of sand move or slide in 
a given direction. How the grains are 
packed together also seems to be a factor, 
and air pressure within the mass of 
flowing sand may change rhythmically, 
with the noise amplified by a stationary 
layer of sand underneath. Ordinarily the 
noise can be heard about 50 to 100 yards 
away, but large avalanches from dunes in 
China and the Mideast reportedly have 
produced thunderous noises heard for 
miles. 

Reports of booming sand dunes date 
back centuries. Such dunes were reported 
in the Mideast in the 6th Century and in 
China in the 9th Century. Marco Polo 
encountered them on a journey through 
the vast Gobi Desert; Charles Darwin was 
perplexed by booming sands he found in 
Chile. 

British physicist R.A. Bagnold described 
his encounter with a booming dune in 
southwestern Egypt in these words: "It 
happened on a still night, suddenly-a 
vibrant booming so loud that I had to 
shout to be heard by my companion. 
Soon other sources, set going by the 
disturbance, joined their music to the first 
with so close a note that a slow beat was 
clearly recognized. This weird chorus 
went on continuously for more than five 
minutes before silence returned." 

Complicating the riddle is the confu­
sion of names given to musical dunes. 
They've been described variously as 
booming, roaring, squeaking, whistling, 
singing, barking, ringing and acoustic. 
But the rare booming dunes have a 
characteristic deep sound. Sand Moun­
tain's low-frequency hum is about 50 to 
100 hertz, or cycles per second. It is not 

Despite the barren appearance of ancient Lake Lahontan' s dry beds, life persists 
amid the humm ing, wind-rippled dunes. 



heard by everyone who visits Sand 
Mountain. It wasn't until my third visit 
that conditions were right, and the 
"boom" I heard was really not very 
loud-"audible hum" might be a better 
description than "boom." 

But even if Sand Mountain is reticent, 
it's a nice place to visit. A plaque by the 
side of Highway 50 suggests that the 
remote area has more history than meets 
the eye. Captain james H. Simpson, one 
of the great government explorers, sur­
veyed a wagon trail in the area back in 
1859, cutting 200 miles off the distance 

required by those traveling along the 
older Humboldt trail. Just south of Sand 
Mountain was the Sand Springs pony 
express station, which was involved in 
the troubles between Inaians and settlers 
in the 1860s. Since the 1870s salt has 
been mined from the dry lakebed flats, 
and the first transcontinental telegraph 
line was strung nearby. 

Today Sand Mountain is used mostly 
for recreation. The pristine mountain of 
sand has lured thousands of dune buggies 
and recreational vehicles over the years. 
On one of my visits I watched sand-skiers 

Desert Downhill 
It's a coarse course, but skiers find Sand Mountain's 

slopes smooth going. By Robin Holabird 

No snow, no skiing. The formula 
seems simple enough. But some 

skiers think they can enjoy schusses in 
the middle of the evada desert in the 
middle of summer. They have discovered 
that it doesn't take special equipment or 
even snow to get high-speed runs down 
the slopes of Sand Mountain, the great 
white dune east of Fallon. 

While other skiers moan about melted 
snow, a group of Reno residents are on 
the slopes, racing down sand with all the 
speed and style you'd expect on a tradi-
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tional ski surface. They got the idea after 
seeing some pictures of Frenchmen 
skiing on gravel. If that worked, the Reno 
skiers believed, Nevada's sand dunes 
would be even better. 

And Sand Mountain, about an hour's 
drive east of Reno, is perfect. With a 
height of 500 feet and a slope angle of 
about 45 degrees, the mountain would be 
steep for now skiing. But sand isn't as 
slick as snow, so the skiers' first ride 
wasn't the 70 mph snow would allow. 
Still, it was fast enough, and more 

struggle up the 500 feet to the dune's 
peak only to find that their snow skis 
wouldn' t slide down the sand as well as 
they would on snow. The trio eventually 
gave up in despair and carried their skis 
back down the slope. (For successful 
skiers, see accompanying story.) 

Travelers who visit Sand Mountain 
might al 0 want to visit the petroglyph 
trail at nearby Grimes Point Archeologi­
cal Area, operated by the BLM and 
marked by a tiny sign on the road 
between Sand Mountain and Fallon. 
Thou ands of years ago, this boulder-

importantly, exciting enough. It was also 
safe. 

"For one thing, you can' t run into trees 
and there are no lift lines," skier Tom 

elson says. Also, the sand resembles 
powder snow, which calls for the skier to 
lean back, rather than forward, on the 
skis. "When you fall, you don't skid like 
you do on snow. You stop absolutely." 

Or, if the steep slopes make the speeds 
seem too spooky, the skier can head right 
or left. "Any turn will slow you down 
very quickly," elson says. "There's a 
higher coefficient of friction, and in order 
to build up speed, you have to stay in the 
steepest line down." 

He and his friends also discovered the 
need for wide skis. Cross-country skis 
don't work as well as downhill skis. "The 
narrowness of cross-country skis doesn't 
allow you enough flotation," elson 
explains. 

Besides downhill skis, the sand skier 
uses standard snow equipment and calf­
covering gaiters to keep sand out of 
boots. elson finds it helps to have 
access to a dune buggy for rides up the 
mountain. "Otherwise, you get tired too 
soon and can only make about three 
runs." The number of runs can also be 
limited by the desert heat. "Out there 
you' re talking about 112 in the shade, and 
there is no shade," he says. "Also, as the 
sand starts to heat up, the air in the sand 
expands. Consequently, it's softer and 
more difficult to get speed and flotation . 
Dune buggies find this too." 

As a result, the hotter part of the day is 
usually spent in sideline activities such as 
picnicking or going to Fallon for a swim. 
Summer's intense heat leads the skier to 
believe that spring and fall are probably 
the best, or at least most comfortable, 
times of the year to try the sport. 

Making that effort doesn't require 
much grit. "From a beginner's stand­
point, you don' t have to ski real aggres­
sively," says elson, who with his 
friends- Bob Bowles, Erick McClary, Pete 
Turner and jim jenson-has learned how 
to execute fancy turns on the sandy 
slopes. The skiers are thinking about 
setting up gates for a slalom race, and 

elson emphasizes that a and skier 
doesn't need much experience to make 
maneuvers on sand that are possible on 
snow. 



strewn hillside looked out over a vast 
lake. Ancient Indians carved petroglyphs 
here, some dating back 7,000 years or 
more, and they are another mystery to 
scientists, who have yet to interpret fully 
the meaning of the strange symbols. 

The evada desert may be a silent 
domain, but with booming sand and 
artful rocks it certainly knows how to 
raise some provocative questions. 0 

John F. Maloney of Martinez, California, is an 
editor at American Collector and a freelance 
writer and photographer. 

"If you've been out snow skiing a 
couple of times and have the absolute 
basics, like making a snowplow turn, you 
can ski on sand," he says. "The main 
thing to overcome is fear. It's frightening 
when you first stand at the top of the 
slope because it's so much steeper than 
what you use for snow skiing. But it's not 
as dangerous as it looks. Once you push 
off and get rid of your fear, it's just fun." 

Robin Holabird of Reno is a publications special­
istwith the Washoe County School Districtand a 
freelance writer. 

The 
Miracle 

of 
Four 
Mile 
Flat 

To travelers, especially those seeing 
it for the first time, Sand Mountain 

is an astonishing sight. Contrasting 
sharply with the dark sagebrush moun­
tains behind it, the ghostly white hill 
stretches for miles along the desert 
floor. And then there's the mystery­
how did all that sand pile so neatly in 
one place? 

Based on studies of wind and 
climate patterns, geologists recently 
have advanced several theories about 
Sand Mountain's origin. One holds 
that the sand has moved about four 
miles northeast from Four Mile Flat. 
Another states that the sand comes 
from the area of Weber Reservoir, 
located 36 miles southwest near 
Schurz. According to that theory, for 
thousands of years the sand was 
carried through Rawhide Flat and 
across the Blow Sand Mountains to its 
present site at the Stillwater Range. 
There it has met a dead end, and a 
back wind helps pile up the sand. 

Sand Mountain, according to recent 
calculations, is about 500 feet high, a 
mile wide and four miles long. 

-Phillip I. Earl 
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Walter and Howard 
The world knew Howard Hughes as an elusive billionaire, 
but Walter Kane knew him differently-as a friend. 
By Guy Shipler 

H ad he been the Ba hful Billionaire 
or the Reluctant Reclu e a a 
young man, Howard Hughe nev-

er would have met the vaudeville per­
former who b came hi clo t friend for 
life. But in tho e early day Hughe wa a 
da hing ladie ' man, a winger, a traveler 
in the fa t lane of the Roaring Twentie . It 
followed naturally that he would run into 
Walter Kane. 

"It wa in Billy Lahiff' Tavern," the 
82-year-old Kane, now entertainment 
director for Summa Corporation, recall . 
"Since I wa in vaudeville at the tim , I 
went regularly to the Tavern, like the re t 
of 'the porting crowd, a the Broadway 
actor, tar athlete and b autiful wom n 
were called. B cau e it wa their favorite 
hangout, it al 0 attracted ' the young 
millionaires who liked the glitter and 
excitement of mingling with the e famou 
people." 
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Walter Kane had no idea that one of 
tho e fa cinated millionaire not only 
would become "the be t friend I ever had 
in my life," but also would change the 
cour e of hi career. In th proce , the 
one-time ew York treet urchin ( e 
box), vaud ville traight man and inger 
came to know Howard Hughe bett r 
than anyon I e. And he kn w him not 
a the legendary Man of My tery but a a 
warm, likable and quite natural human 
being of gifted intelligence and capa­
bility. 

Soon after the two men m t at Billy 
Lahiff' in the early tw ntie ,Hughe left 
for California. When the vaudeville cir­
cuit took Kane to Hollywood, the met 
again and "became good fri nd almo t 
in tantly ." 

The fir t re ult of their a ciation wa 
not au piciou . Hughes took uch a liking 
to Kane' apartm nt that he virtually took 

it over. At fir t the millionaire u ed it a 
an office- but that wa almo t full-tim . 
Recalls Kane: "Hugh would be in my 
apartment no I than 20 hour a da , 
u ing it then ju t to work in . But one da 
he told m h wa ick to hi tomach. 'I 
don' t think I can mak it to m hotel, h 
aid . So I a ked him if he wanted to tay 

in th~ apartm nt that night, and he aid 
ye . 

"Well, m apartment had onl one 
b droom and a kitchen, and another Iittl 
room I called a bamboo r om. So I told 
Hugh I'd go to the Bel ir Hotel for th 
night. 

" I didn't get back into that apartm nt 
on a permanent ba i for a ear," Kane 
a s. "He wa crazy about it. He wa al 0 

craz about my cook, Robert, a French­
man, who lived near the apartment with 
hi famil . Since he howed up every 
da , I had to make Robert a d liver bo . 



I figured I'd never get back in myself if I 
took all my clothes to the hotel with me, 
so I had Robert bring me fresh clothes 
from the apartment every day." 

It was the only way Kane could keep a 
figurative foot in the door. He finally was 
able to get back in his own home by 
showing Hughes a bill from the Bel Air. 
The bill reminded Hughes that his friend, 
not nearly as well off as he, was carrying a 
huge financial burden. "So he moved out 
and let me back in." 

Probably because of Kane's remarkable 
patience, their friendship not only sur­
vived; it grew and strengthened. More 
than that, their careers began to mesh in a 
big way. Kane had given up the stage to 
be a theatrical agent. Hughes was backing 
and producing motion pictures, and he 
worked closely with Kane in the areas of 
talent and business. In 1948 Kane nego­
tiated the deal by which Hughes acquired 

control of RKO, one of Hollywood's most 
prestigious studios. Kane had become 
such a trusted ally that Hughes put him in 
charge. Kane takes a modest view of that 
job: "I was the boss of the studio only 
because I represented Mr. Hughes. He 
was the real boss. I carried messages back 
and forth to him. I was the messenger 
boy." 

In truth, Kane had become a great deal 
more. On the talent side, he recruited and 
helped develop some of the biggest 
names in Hollywood history. The walls of 
his present office in Las Vegas are 
literally covered with autographed photo­
graphs of stars- ranging from Pola egri 
and Clark Gable to Wayne ewton and 
Robert Goulet- with countless more in 
storage (see box) . 

Surrounded by Hollywood glamour, 
Howard Hughes relished the role of 
movie mogul. "The only thing Hughes 

liked as much as airplanes was motion 
pictures," Kane says. As Hughes plunged 
into movie work, he helped choose his 
own leading actors and actresses, usually 
by following his instincts. "He loved 
entertainers, and he loved stars," Kane 
recalls. And when Hughes got stars, he 
wanted them to never leave. 

One example of the Hughes creative 
process was Jean Harlow, Hollywood's 
first platinum blonde. Kane recalls that 
Hughes "took her from nothing, abso­
lutely nothing" but sensed she had the 
elements of stardom. He believed the 
main thing was " to do something with 
her hair, which was just ordinary dark 
hair," according to Kane. Hughes got a 
hairdresser to experiment, to see what 
could be done. Harlow's mother was on 
hand and expressed some anxiety over 
the process. It turned into much more 
than anxiety when the hairdresser's first 

EVADA 13 



try turned Harlow's natural hair purple. 
" I thought Jean's mother was going to 

kill both of us right there," ~ "'fs Kane. 
"But Hughes said,' ow wait a minute. 
This is just the first stage. Hughes bought 
some time with that comment, but the 
next treatment turned Jean's hair almost 

white. This time I knew for sure her 
mother would kill us. But again Hughes 
jumped in and saved us. 'This is real1y 
going to be something, he said. 'She' s 
going to be a platinum blonde. He ad­
libbed that, right off the top of his head, 
and it worked." 

The Street Kid and the Stars 
His early days held no glimmer of 

the color and excitement that life 
had in store for Walter Kane. Born in 
Dal1as, he was nine when his mother 
died, and he pent the next five years 
with his grandmother. By then his 
father had remarried and moved to 

ew York City, and Walter was sent 
there to live with him. 

"But my stepmother and I got along 
for about 10 minutes," Kane recal1s, 
"so I left home." Therefore, at age 14, 
Walter had to make it on his own. 
"Thank heavens the Good Lord had 
given me a respectable voice," he says. 
" I would go out and sing on street 
corners, and people would drop pen­
nies, nickels or dimes in a little box I 
had there. I had to learn to fight, 
though, because the tough guys would 
come over from the Hel1's Kitchen 
area and try to grab my box. I turned 
out to be al1 right as a street fighter." 

It wasn't long before Kane promoted 
his talents to less violent precincts. 
" ew York used to have restaurants 
where, if they knew you and you were 
any good, they'd let you come in and 
sing. It seems to me I performed every 
place in ew York like that." 

Kane developed a good enough 
reputation as a bal1ad singer to get him 
some real work in vaudeville. That 
was the big time in those days; vaude­
vil1e provided an outlet for performers 
on the way up. Walter Kane soon 
knew them al1, and worked with a 
good many. For instance, in 1919 he 
worked with a hoofer named Walter 
Winchel1, who would later become 
famous as a gossip columnist and 
radio commentator. Kane's association 
with this broad spectrum of perform­
ers, ranging from radio stars Amos ' n 
Andy to orchestra leader and singer 
Rudy Val1ee, made him a part of that 
glamorous New York sporting crowd 
and led to his meeting Howard 
Hughes at Billy Lahiffs Tavern. 

From there it was a quick leap to 
Hollywood. As an agent, Walter Kane 
worked with an endless procession of 
stars, producers and directors. 

Today, in his modest office over­
looking the Las Vegas Strip, the 82-
year-old Kane delights in reliving 
those relationships through scores of 
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photographs, some of them priceless, 
with fond, handwritten expressions of 
friendship and gratitude from stars. 
From the ea rly days are photos of 
Mary Pickford, Clark Gable, Jean 
Harlow, Carole Lombard, Bing Crosby, 
Barbara Stanwyck and scores of others. 
F.om the recent past and the present, 
the names, faces and admiring com­
ments of stars like Lola Falana, ipsy 
Russel1, Robert Goulet and Kane's 
favorite, Wayne ewton, adorn his 
walls. But because there isn't room for 
all of them on his office wal1s, many lie 
stored nearby so he can show the 
photos to visitors on a moment's 
notice. 

And he likes to talk about them. For 
instance, there's a picture reaching 
way back to the early twenties of the 
late actor, Fatty Arbuckle, who was 
caught in a scandal that ruined his 
career. His onetime friend, Walter 
Kane, says it was a put-up job. "He 
had no more to do with murdering a 
girl than you or I did," Kane scoffs 
today. 

Thf·n he shows a letter, from Edie 
Gormt' and Steve Lawrence, accom­
panied hy a chip from Atlantic City. 
"Dear Walter," it reads. "I was the first 
to throw the dice in Atlantic City. The 
enclosed chip is from the first $100 
cashed. Edie and I wanted you to have 
this one, Walter. Warmest regards, 
Steve." 

Wayne ewton occupies the most 
special place in Walter Kane's heart. 
"Wayne adopted me as hi grand­
father," he says with pride. 

"Some day I hope to make a motion 
picture about Howard Hughes, the 
way he was when he was in action. 
Wayne ewton would play the part. 
He is the same size a Howard, and 
their attitude about life is exactly the 
arne. You could believe that they 

were related to each other " 
Maybe it's that similarity that keeps 

the memory of Howard Hughes so 
real, as Walter Kane think back across 
the long reach of time and tumult that 
brought him from those New York 
street corner to the entertainment 
director' chair at the Summa Corpor­
ation, the Las Vegas monument to 
Howard Hughes.-GS 

Hughes "discovered" and promoted 
other stars, like bosomy Jane Russel1, 
whose most famous picture was her first, 
"The Outlaw." Kane reports that in those 
carefree days women occupied a big part 
of Hughes' personal !ife, too . " He wanted 
the ladies to pay attention to him. The 
gals would always get stuck on him 
becau~.e he was very attractive. That man 
had more girl friends than anyone in the 
world . He wanted them all." 

That wa still true when Hughes first 
came to Las Vegas, a long time before he 
began buying every casino in sight and 
went into hiding. "Hughes loved this 
town. He wanted to own it. And had he 
not died, he would have found a way to 
own it." So believes Walter Kane, al­
though many observers would dispute 
that assumption, pointing out that Kane, 
like practical1y everyone el e, did not see 
his secretive friend Hughes after he 
a rrived in Las Vegas in 1966. 

But in the early days the two had spent 

Walter Kane, entertainment director 
of Summa hotels, started his show 
business career nearly 70 years ago. 

a lot of time in southern evada. 
"Hughes and I came up here to live in 
1950," Kane recal1s. And they had been 
there often before. Early in World War II, 
Hughes had wanted to expand Hughes 
Aircraft to Vegas; the federal govern­
ment wanted companies with defense 
plants on the coast to move inland as a 
protection against enemy attack. Although 
the project didn' t come off, in 1950 
Hughes decided to fol1ow through, Kane 
ays. "But the government didn't want 

him to build a plant in Las Vegas because 
it didn' t want the workers going home­
this was their language- broke on Satur­
day night. So he built the plant in Tucson, 
Arizona." 

T he final move to Vegas came 16 
years later. On ovember 27 1966, 
Howard Hughes arrived by train 

from Boston. He took over the top floor 



of the Desert Inn, which he bought a few 
months later. His dashing public life had 
vanished; he had cut himself off from 
open, personal contact with the world . 
But he had not cut himself off from hi 
old friend, Walter Kane. Even though he 
did not see Hughes in person again, Kane 
became an integral part of Hughes' hotel 
operations in Vegas. 

"He didn't bring me up here to be 
entertainment director," Kane explains, 
although that is what he finally turned 
out to be. "Rather, he wanted me to help 
in the transition of authority from Robert 
Maheu as chief of operations, to Chester 
Davis, Raymond Holliday and Bill Gay." 

By that time Hughes owned the Sands, 
the Frontier and the Landmark in addition 
to the Desert Inn. "When I got here to 
work on the transition job," Kane says, "I 
found that each one of these hotels had 
its own entertainment director. The 
problem with that was that they were 
bidding against each other for the same 
acts. I could see right away that that was 
no good. So I persuaded the board of 
Hughes Tool Company to put Jack 
Entratter in charge of entertainment for 
all of them." 

Entratter had been long involved with 
La Vegas as entertainment director and 
part-owner of the Sands. When the 
Hughes board decided to hire him, he 
was in Beverly Hills. Kane went there to 
tell Entratter that he had been offered the 
job-only to find that he had been taken 
to the hospital with a stroke. 

" I came right back to Las Vegas," Kane 
relates, "and Jack died the next morning. 
I tayed here to try to get somebody el e, 
but couldn' t find anyone the board would 
approve. Before I knew it, I wa in the job 
my elf, and I'm till here." 

The job, he says, has been highly 
satisfying. Kane believes one of the best 
things that has happened to him in 

evada has been "seeing Mr. Hughes' 
company after it was changed to Summa 
-seeing it prosper. I'm still part of the 
company, which I know I helped develop. 
It's a part of the help I gave Mr. Hughes 
in the development of his whole empire. 
I made some deals for him that brought 
him many millions of dollars." 

And there was another benefit to the 
move to Vegas- Kane could continue his 
association with the big names in enter­
tainment. As at RKO, his job has allowed 
him to discover and mold and promote 
the stars. His favorite is Wayne ewton, 
whom he regards as a virtual grandson­
and who he hopes someday will play the 
part of Howard Hughes in a movie that 
Kane dreams of producing. 

These are good things. But behind 
them lingers the shadow of sadness and 
tragedy, the decline and demi e of his 
closest friend. What gnaws Walter Kane 
most of all is that he believes Howard 
Hughes became a victim of a conspiracy, 
that he didn't have to die when he did -

(Colltillued 011 page 23) 
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Type, 
Tripe 
and the 
Granite 

TiDles 
Frank Bugbee wrote his mining camp newspaper the hard way. 
By Phillip I. Earl and Eric N. Moody 

H omemad , handwritten news­
papers were a noble tradition in 

evada's pioneer da ys. In 1854 
Joseph Webb defied writer's cramp to put 
out the Gold Canyon Switch, evada's first 
known newspaper, and three years late r 
Stephen Kinsey painfully limned the 
Scorpion a t Genoa. A few other hand­
written papers appeared in following 
yea rs, but the be t ma y have been the 
la t: Frank Bugbee's Gral1ite Times. 

The mining camp of Granite was 
located even miles west of Schurz in 
present-day Mineral County. Granite was 
founded when min eral locations were 
made in the area in March 1908. Shortly 
th ereafte r, the Mountain View Mining 
District was established, attracting 200 to 
300 specula tors, merchants, boarding 
house operators, sa loonkeepe r , prosti­
tute and drifte r of eve ry stripe. Among 
the m wa Frank Bugbee. 

A native of Ohio, Bugbee had taught 
school in Kan as before arriving in 

evada around the turn of the century. 
He turned up in a number of mining 
camp before joining the rush to Granite 
a nd sta rting the Ti III es. Bugbee' enter­
prise did not survive beyond even 
issues, judging by surviving copies, but it 
was a lively journal while it la sted, 
providing insight into the life of the 

obscure camp and the outlook of an 
ingenious editor. 

The Easter edition of April 17 1908, 
featured drawings of a colored egg, a 
chick, a rabbit and a cene entitled 
"Single Jacking in Granite." The issue 
reported that a Mr. Burroughs had struck 
placer gold while digging the foundation 
for a building and that Raleigh Baker had 
recently returned from Yerington with a 
new pair of shoe - both for the left foot. 

Bugbee wrote that 
no preacher should 
move to Granite 
'unless he can 
handle a shovel.' 

A new well was being dug just north of 
town. There was progress on the auto 
road to Schurz, and the Schurz String 
Band had played at Granite's "Second 
Ball." 

Bugbee's reader learned that a local 
steam laundry operator had made a trip 
to Yerington to purchase a parrot, which 
he was teaching to say, "Hand and steam 
laundry." Ads appeared for Diy Hide 
Louie' Shaving Parlor, the J.J. Lunch 

Room ("cement floors a specialty" ), and 
for a man named Butterfield, " Real Estate 
and Chickens." 

Bugbee even reported on him elf. He 
had ordered a carload of type to print hi 
paper properly, but through an error he 
received a mess of tripe. Bugbee was 
equal to the situation, however. He 
offered "a bar of soap and a pound of 
tripe" to those who solicited others for 
new subscriptions to the Tim es. 

Bugbee liked to print aphorisms and 
pithy advice: 
• "Don't argue politics on the street, 
better try religion." 
• "Monotony and rust eat out ambition 
- we don't blame people for being just a 
little wicked once in a while just for a 
change." 
• "Being a big hu ky man saves a great 
many from getting a good licking." 
• He advised against marriage "when 
you couldn't buy a doughnut for an 
engagement ring." 
• He remarked that young girls often 
wondered who their husbands would be, 
while those who had them wondered 
where they were. 

Bugbee pushed for culture in Granite. 
He supported an effort to import a 
preacher, but he warned anyone con­
sidering the position not to come "unless 
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$175. per person 
FREE HOTEL PICKUP 

For reservations , call or write : 

BAUER HELICOPTERS, INC. 
P.o . Box 986 • Boulder City, NV 89005 

(702) 293-4022 

Thrilling HOOVER DAM flights daily 
from our heliport at Gold Strike Casino. 

Only $12.50 per person 

he is a good hammerman and can handle 
a shovel." The Easter issue included a 
poem by a local miner, M. L. Ruef, who 
occasionally helped out at the Times 
office: 

"Granite, Granite, Granite, 
you are the wOllder of the day, 
And you'll always be remembered 
in a good old-fashioned way. 
A town af jolly fellows 
and prelly girls a few, 
Grarlite, you are a wonder . 
We take our hats off to you." 
In the May 1 issue, Bugbee reported 

that Dry Hide Louie had ama ed so 
much wealth from panning miners' whisk­
ers that he had retired and moved to 
Yerington . There was a plug for the 
town's physician, Mrs. Dr. Carpenter; 
Bugbee recommended that his reader go 
to her for sulphur and molass ,since 
spring had arrived. His own mother had 
given the remedy to him, he wrote, and 
he could still taste it 20 years later. 

The May 1 issue is the la t urviving 
for the Granite Times. In it Bugbee 
summed up his philosophy: "Stop grum­
bling. Get up two hour ea rlier in the 
morning and do something out of your 
regular prof s ion. Mind your own busi­
ness and with all your might let other 
people alone. Live within your means. 
Give away or sell your dog. Go to bed 
early. Talk les of your own peculiar gift 
and virtues and more of those of your 
friends and neighbors. Be cheerful. Fulfill 
your promises. Pay your debt . Be 
your elf all you would ee in others. Be a 
good man and stop grumbling." 

A a mining camp, Granite never got 
beyond the leasing stage, and when it 
fortunes wa ned, it inhabitants began to 
depart for newer, richer diggings. Among 
those who took their leave was Bugbee. 
Moving on to Dayton, where he acquired 
some mining propertie , he later became 
a Lyon County deputy sheriff and served 
in the evada As embly in 1931, 1933, 
and 1935. In the early 1940s, he moved to 
Yerington. He died there on April 4, 
1943, just after his 73rd birthday. 

The two urviving i ues of the Grallite 
Times, kept at the Nevada Historical 
Society, were donated by Bugbee himself 
in 1909. They can be viewed on micro­
film or in their original full-color glory at 
the mu eum and re earch library in 
Reno. 

These two i ues seem to belie, but do 
not disprove, the spirit of optimism that 
brightened hi editorial: "Ta ke cou rage, 
my brothers, take courage," he wrote. 
"Do not get di couraged because yo u 
have not the tools and equipment yo u 
should have to run your lease. The editor 
ha only three lead pencil , but he get 
out a paper every week." 0 

Phillip I. Earl and Eric N. Moody are both 
historians alld Reno residellts. Earl is Curator of 
Exhibits at the Nevada Historical Society, alld 
Moody is Curator of Manll scripts at the society. 



Artist Erni Cabat came to Carson 
City last pring to explo re the 
capita l's Victorian byways and to 

paint. It's an urge that has take n th e well­
known watercolori t to 27 countrie, 
where he has taught and tried to capture 
scenes of loca l life and heritage in hi s 
work. Luckil y, evada is one of his 
favorite outposts. The Tuc on arti t has 
painted ga mbling scenes in Las Vegas 
and Reno and al 0 the other-e ra atmo -
ph ere of Virginia City for evada Maga­
zill e. 

In Car o n City he prowled the city' 
hi storic sections. "The Vi cto rian homes 
are marvelous," Cabat ays. " It's surpris­
ing to find so many tate ly buildings in 
the town. I felt as if I should be walking 
home from the old V&T station when th e 
trains wero running. 

" It's wonderful to ee place like th e 
ca pito l and state library. They give th e 
town character, no matte r how modern it 
become ." 

ERNI CABAT PAINTS CARSON CITY 

CAPITAL 
IMPRESSIONS 
The famous impressionist finds springtime 
excitement in Victorian Carson. 

Cabat finds the state capitol in a colorful springtime mood. 
The capitol was built in 1870, when Nevada was six years old. 
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The old Carson post office, now the state library, is a tribute 
to 19th century brickwork and federal imagination. 



The excitement created by elaborate trim and cresting 
on the Rinckel House on Curry Street is owed to the 
taste and wealth of Mathias Rinckel , a businessman 

who built the home in 1875-76. 
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COMMEMORATIVE PRINTS 

Nevada's 50 Years 
Of Legalized Gaming (1931-81) 
By Emi Cabat 
These beautiful, 16/1 by 20/1 limited edition prints are lithographed on fine quality paper, 
signed and numbered by the artist, Erni Cabat, the noted Southwest painter and world­
traveling instructor. 

BACCARAT BLACKJACK SLOTS 

POKER 

CRAPS 

NAME Please send me: 
----------------- 0 Roulette, $50 
ADDRESS o Baccarat, $50 
---------------- 0 Blackjack, $50 
CITY o Slots, $50 
----------------- 0 Poker, $50 
STATE & ZIP o Keno, $50 
_________________ 0 Craps, $50 

CHECK ENCLOSED $ o Set of seven, $300 

Nevada Magazine, Capitol Complex, Carson City, Nevada 89710 
Call (702) 885-5416. Dealer inquiries welcome. 
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Edition limited to 150 prints of 
each painting. Image size is 
16" x 20" with a 3" border. 
(Full size 22" x 26".) Each 
collector will receive a certificate 
of authenticity. Shipped pre­
paid ready for framing. Orders 
filled promptly with payment, 
subject to prior sale. 



Bugs, and the Boys 
T here will always be talk that the 

underworld-"the boys," as Walter 
Kane calls them-have at least some 
influence in Las Vegas. But Kane 
thinks that the mob ju t doesn't count 
in evada's legalized gambling any­
more. 

"Las Vegas could never have ad­
vanced the way it has if the boys were 
still here," he say . "Look how the 
authorities are trying to uncover things 
every day." Kane thinks those efforts 
have been successful, pointing to last 
year's indictments involving one hotel. 
"I don't know of anything since." 

Walter Kane ought to know; he was 
acquainted over the years with "a lot 
of the fellows," ranging from Al 
Capone in Chicago to Benjamin (Bugsy) 
Siegel in Hollywood and Las Vega. 
"There was a time in the twenties," he 
recalls, "when if you were an enter­
tainer you must know some of them 
because they owned most of the 
theaters and the shows and everything 
else. If you were playing in Chicago 
and you had a good show, Al Capone 
liked you and he'd invite you up to his 
hotel to a party. He wa a nice host. 
Very good. Very attentive. Soft spoken." 

But Kane hastens to point out that 
"the boys," including Capone, were 
attentive mainly to "their own family," 
and anyone who broke the rules was 
in trouble. "I think it was Benny Siegel 
who told me once, 'We only kill each 
other. 

"That was the way it was here in 
Las Vega at one time. If a dealer got 
caught cheating, do you know what 

WALTER AND HOWARD 
(Colltillued from page 15) 

or even be so entirely cut off from old 
friends like him elf. 

The bitterness and sadness become 
evident as Kane talks. "They wouldn't let 
me come and see him. I knew he was 
there, but I didn' t know what was 
happening to him at the time. Had I 
known, I would have tried to do some­
thing about it. 

" I think it all started in 1966, when he 
had a nervous breakdown, when he was 
in Bo ton . They started giving him dope, 
and brought him back here." Kane says 
some people then around Hughes wanted 
Kane to go to Mexico and make a contact 
to get narcotics. He says that when he 
refused, they said they would tell Hughes 
about it. '''Better than that, I aid, ' i to let 
me go upstairs and I'll tell him myself. 
But they said, 'Oh, no, you can't see 
him .'" 

Walter Kane never saw his old friend 
again. On the day Hughe died in 1976, 

they did to him? They took him in the 
kitchen some place and they got him 
to lay his hands down and a guy 
would take a baseball bat and break 
both of his hands. Well, that was a 
deterrent, believe me." 

One of Kane's closest contacts with 
"the boys" was Siegel, the gangster 
who really started the Las Vegas boom 
by opening the Flamingo in 1946. 

"I u ed to work out with him in the 
gym every day," says Kane. "We were 
both in great hape because we 
worked hard. But one day I really got 
in trouble with him. I always called 
him Benny, because he detested the 
name Bugsy-so much so that he'd kill 
you for mentioning it. 

"Well, one afternoon there were 
three of us in the gym. We used to 
hold the big bag for each other. How 
this happened to come out, I don't 
know, but I said, 'Hey, Bugsy, will you 
hold the big bag for me?' The minute I 
said it I knew I was wrong. Thank 
heavens there was another person in 
the gym, becau e that probably saved 
me. But finally the other fellow left, 
and I just sat down on the table. I 
didn't know if Siegel was going to hit 
me in the head with an Indian club, or 
what. He came up behind my left side 
and said: 'Don't ever call me Bug y 
again. And I said, 'I apologize . I don't 
know how it slipped out. You can bet 
I'll never say it again. He said, 'O.K. 
Come on, I'll hold the bag for you. 

"I wa so relieved I hit that bag so 
hard I thought I would go right 
through it." -GS 

he says, "an attorney associated with Mr. 
Hughes called me up and aid a client of 
his in ew York wants me to get in touch 
with you and he wants you to write a 
book and he agreed to give you a million 
dollars up front if you'll sign a contract. 

"Well, the hock of Mr. Hughes dying 
was just so great that I could not talk any 
business. I just couldn't get over the 
shock of Mr. Hughes dying, you know, 
because he was somebody that we 
thought of as inde tructible." 

In a sense, he still is indestructible in 
the eyes of Walter Kane. Kane had been 
one of the few people, toward the end, 
who deeply resented the speculation that 
Hughes didn't exist. Kane couldn't really 
counteract that illusion until it was too 
late. Then he said, quite simply, "It seems 
a shame that Howard Hughes had to die 
to prove that he was alive." 0 

Guy Shipler of Carson City is a newspaper 
columnist, Time/ Life correspondent and fre­
quent evada contributor. 

JENSEN 
The Source of 
Electrical and 

Electronic 
Technology 

With the advents of today's technolo­
gies , the disciplines in Electrical and 
Electronic services are no easy job. In 
fact, it is one of the toughest there is. 
And tougher still when the installation 
is one-of-a-kind ... custom ... from 
custom speCifications. 

When you call JENSEN, you are 
getting trained professionals who are 
"WINNERS" Winners get the contract : 
they do the best job: they get repeat 
business: they are sore losers! 

Let JENSEN show you how to get Two 
Hundred Percent out of your dollars, 
and deliver on time. Our Professional 
Winners are specially trained in 
Electrical Construction , 
Energy Conservation and 
Management, Fire and Security 
Protection. Controls, Communications, 
Power Systems and Lighting . 

Specialists ... worth knowlngl 
Sales/Service 
Construction/ Engineering 

140 Jensen Street 
Reno, NV 89502 
(702) 322-3100 

3305 W. Spring Mtn . Rd . 
Las Vegas, NV 89102 
(702) 362-4100 

4229 Northgate 
Sacramento, CA 95834 
(916) 925-4000 
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The Unthinkable 

ILLUSTRATIONS BY BUCKEYE BLAKE 

24 EVADA 

The Great Prison Imbroglio: 
An 1870s Melodrama 
By Terri Sprenger-Farley 

Starring: 

Mollie Forshay: Convicted murderess who swore that 
she, the only woman in the Nevada State Prison, was 
disgraced and held for " immoral relations" by; 

Warden P.C. Hyman: Respected for his efforts to 
employ convicts outside the prison and fill empty cells with 
inmates from the insane asylum, he insisted The Scandal 
was a plot headed by; 

Governor Lewis "Broadhorns" Bradley: I nstigator of 
an earlier, fruitless investigation of the warden, he swore 
his only concern was for helpless Mollie, whose plight had 
been revealed to him by the brave young Virginian ; 

Samuel Miller: A guard at the prison and sometime spy, 
he claimed the warden was stealing, keeping Mollie as his 
mistress and starving the prisoners. 

Featuring: 

Lieutenant Governor Jewett Adams: A member of the 
anti-warden crowd. 
Trusty Hiram McComas: He was promised his freedom 
and the hand of fair Moll for implicating the warden . 
Convict Henry Hickman: Proponent of a poison plot, he 
said he was betrothed to Mollie. 



M ollie Forshay was an unlikely 
heroine for a melodrama. 0 

ringleted preacher's daughter, 
he was a "soiled dove," a prostitute who 

toted a knife-and used it. 
Mollie, her man Bill Allen and a 

f male friend had settled in for a late 
dinner in R no one Sunday in 1871. They 
were having a drink or two to celebrate a 
profitable evening when they were up­
braided by a surly and foul-mouthed 
waiter. He used such "inhumane lan­
guage" that Allen was forced to defend 
the ladies' delicate sensibilities. A fight 
ensued and the waiter, a man named 
Kelly, was accidentally stabbed. 

At least that wa Mollie's story. The 
Territorial El1terprise and several witnesses 
aw it differently: 

"The woman went into the 
restaurant drunk and made herself gener­
ally disagreeable by ordering Kelly about 
and abu ing him. He had told her that 
he must either behave her elf or leave 

and upon thi he poured forth such a 
torrent of abuse that he refused to wait 
upon her. She then swore that he 
would go to another restaurant. As the 
pair pa sed out, Mollie uddenly twisted 
upon Kelly, who had followed her to the 
door, and truck him with a poignard." 

For a moment Kelly kept hi en es. 
"The d-----d ----- has cut me," he wa 
reported to have said. Th~n, a e ing her 
womani h lack of skill, he continued, 
"But, I gue s it don't amount to much, as I 
am not bleeding." 

He fell to the floor, dead, stabbed 
through the heart. 

Although the y fled the scene, Mollie 
and her lady friend soon were arre ted . 
Allen could not be found, but his where­
about were considered unimportant. 
Talk on the treets aid this was not 
Mollie's first murder. 

In court, Mollie changed her plea from 
innocent to justifiable homicide. Threat­
ened b Kelly, a "mere waiter, servant 
and nothing more," he had had to 
defend her honor. For a while it looked a 
if her defense would work. The citizenry 
was impre ed by her self-po ession. 

"Th accused not only exhibited no 
ymptom of insanity either before or 

after the arre t, but is as cool and 
collected as the most innocent and 

virtuou and unsuspected woman in the 
State," commented the Rello Crescellt. 

Unfortunately for her, Mollie's char­
acter witnesse were not of the highest 
caliber. A man named Stevens was all but 
laughed out of the courtroom. The 
Crescel1t described Stevens' encounter 
with two "gentlemen" after the trial. 
Calling him a lying "gimlet-eyed son of a 
b----," the two men accosted Stevens. 
When he reached into his coat for a gun, 
a "brawny fi t attached to a masculine 
arm" forced him to reconsider, leaving 
the gun "wher it would not likely cause 
any outside harm." 

Mollie wa convicted of second degree 
murder and sentenced to 27 yea rs in the 
state prison in Carson City. 

Reno's soiled dove seemed to sink 
from ight. When Warden P.e. Hyman 
was asked by the Carsol1 City Appeal a 
year later about hi only female inmate, 
Hyman cho e to comment instead on his 
pri oner ' taste in book and on his plans 
for a shoe factory. The Appeal prai ed his 
"clear notions of y tem, resources and 
availabilities of hitherto wasted labor" 
and applauded hi proposal to employ 
prisoners outside the ystem and convert 
empty cells into a state in ane asylum. 

But on Valentine's Day two years later, 
Mollie exploded back into the headline . 

From highly-placed ources in the 
capital came the news that a special 
committee had been appointed to investi­
gate the "Sen ation at Carson." Warden 
Hyman's entire pri on administration 
wa under u picion. 

The press went wild. Rumor and 
hearsay shared front page space with 
letter from Governor Bradley and 
Warden Hyman. ot only had Mollie 
been kept a Hyman' mistress for 18 
months, swore one ource, but she'd 
given birth to his child. ot only had she 
given birth, another witness added, she 
had been een suckli ng twin in Hyman's 
private quarter. 

It was a "conspiracy between convicts 
and a ring of State officials," the warden 
told the Territorial El1terprise. 

Hyman, long uspicious that pri on 
guard Samuel Miller was a spy, had his 
employee watched. Miller bungled a 
secret exchange of a packag intended for 
the governor, allowing the warden to 

intercept it. The parcel contained cor­
respondence written by Miller, Miss For­
shay and two other prisoners- Hiram 
McComas, a trusty and former tage 
robber, and Henry Hickman, who wa 
erving time for assault. The letters 

showed clearly that the governor wa 
con pi ring with the prisoners, the El1ter­
prise said, for "the disgrace if not the 
death" of the warden. 

A the charges multiplied, the entire 
state cho e sides. The only uncontested 
is ue seemed to be poor Mollie' plight. 
"Warden P.e. Hyman has taken advan­
tage of the helpless condition of the only 
female pri oner under his charge," Gov­
ernor Bradley wrote in a letter to the 
El1terprise. 

orthern evadan concurred. Peti-
tions circulated calling for Mollie's rescue 
from " that pestential hole." Public outcry 
against her treatment grew into a demand 
for a pardon. Mollie had returned to 
center stage once more. In an even more 
demanding role, she wa a wronged 
innocent. 

A fine buggy team called for her at the 
prison and conveyed her, all downca t 
eye and dipped head, to the courtroom 
door. Once inside, she had little trouble 
taking charge. Hesitantly, Mollie admitted 
being forced to accept Hyman's "em­
braces at his own will and plea ure," 
although she was pledged to another. To 
bol t r this admission, her mo t intimate 
correspondence with her betrothed, one­
time stage robber McComa , was r -
vealed. Although the El1terprise found 
them "too affecting" to be publi hed, the 
six-page love letters contained "billing 
and cooing" references to the vine­
covered honeymoon cottage that Mc­
Coma wanted for "my baby Mollie." 

Poison was the subject of less tender 
but equally intimate letters from Hick­
man. In th se, Hickman urged Mollie to 
end their problems by spending a discreet 
25 cents for poison at a pharmacy. 

ext, the warden and the governor 
moved their battle to the court, and 
Samuel Miller, the spy, became the rope 
in their tug of war. Miller was "an active, 
intelligent young man," the governor 
maintained. He was "a young Virginian 
of good family" whose flagging fortune 
had sent him west. (Continued) 
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At thi, Hyman's forces waved yet 
another sheet of intercepted correspon­
dence. "Could I blot out my life from my 
memory, I would gladly do 0," Miller 
had written to McComas, "for I have seen 
more crime than I can tell you in many 
month " 

Hurriedly di missing the note, the 
pro-Bradley team pre sed for a quick 
pardon for Mollie and a deeper inquiry 
into Hyman's other mi deed. 

The governor' forces were ucce ful. 
Mollie was freed. Joyously she wrote 
McComa that she had been received by 
Carson' best ho tesses and, not sur­
pri ingly, was welcom d at the governor's 
man ion. Bol~tered by the attention of the 
capital's concerned ladies and gentlemen, 
he opened a dressmaking shop in 

Carson. 
Meanwhile, however, Hyman's trial 

had produced charge that th governor 
was simply trying to discredit a potential 
political opponent. Pur uing that story, 
an Enterprise reporter confronted lieu­
tenant Governor Jewett Adam on the 
street. Wa it not true he had sworn to do 
"what he could by fair mean or foul to 
oust Hyman"? Had he not met several 
time with Mollie Forshay? 

"I have had no connection with h r," 
Adams declared. 

When the persistent reporter ought 
her verification, the reformed Mi For­
shay couldn't r ist a weet double 

entendre: 
"I have laid everything bare before Mr. 

Adams." 
The audience was eated once more, 

but thi tim it watched Mollie begin a 
backslide that would take her straight to 
the bottom. First there wa the tawdry 
seduction of a Penn ylvania family man, 
newly arrived in Car on and feeling flush 
with his first paycheck. After an exp n-
ive oy ter dinner and a romp in her 

room, Molli relieved him of his money. 
When the Carson City Appeal printed a 
step-by- tep account of the evening, he 
wa fired, and hi wife took their children 
ea t. 

"Thi woman For hay is simply a 
prostitute and a murdere ," the Enter­
prise charged . "She is cruel in all her 
in tincts and depraved in all her thought. 
It wa wrong to pardon her from the 
penitentiary." 

Ignoring the men involved in each 
epi ode, the public began to dog it 
former darling. P opl ne red that 
Mollie For hay was the cause of knife 
fights and barroom brawl . Tho e who 
had applauded her as an injured Mag­
dalen now booed h r a Bath heba. 

Finally, Mollie wa the target of vigi­
lantes who bombed and burned her Reno 
"hurdy house" in ovember 1877 Be­
wildered, he fled. 

B, December he had established the 
Shebang de Forshay in Winnemucca. In a 

call for "such place" to be clo ed, the 
Willllell/ueea Register noted that the Christ­
mas festivities at the Shebang included a 
eries of fight that featured not only the 

usual pimps and bums but al 0 a number 
of prominent citizens, printers and rail­
road boys. 

When things got too hot in Winne­
mucca, Mollie, middle-ag d now, tried 
her luck in Tu carora. Grudgingly, the 
town' citizen accepted her a that taple 
of small evada town: a local character. 
But she till got into trouble. She wa 
jailed for selling whi key to Indian, for 
assault and contempt of court. 

Mollie' days of glamorous infamy 
were paling. In 1896, her name appear d 
on Tu carora's indigent roll. 

But Mollie' come-hither hu y ways 
weren't completely over. Even in the 
day before her death in 1900, according 
to Tony Primeaux, who still live in Elko, 
the old girl must have had a way about 
her. Primeaux' grandfather, Roy Pri­
meaux, remembered helping Mollie with 
her grocery bill when she'd overrun her 
county allotment. And once, he admitted, 
when he'd had too much whi key to 
navigate her way, he was still lady 
enough to be offered a ride home-even 
if it wa in a wheelbarrow. 0 

Terri Sprt'llger-Farley of Verdi is cllrrl'lIt/y at 
work Oil Heroines and Hussie , a colll'ChOlI of 
/1iographil's of littll'-kllOWII historical wOlI/l'n. 

FISHING E? 
pAVE EIGHT MILES 

BETWEEN KINGMAN & NEEDLES 
TAKE SCENIC ROUTE 

BY RIVERSIDE CASINO. 

26 EVADA 

DRIVE-IN FLY-IN BOAT-IN 
FREE 24 HOUR FERRY BOAT 

FLY into Bullhead City Airport, walk across the street and take the free 24 hour ferry 
boat ride to Riverside Resort and Casino! 

RIVER VIEW ROOMS! POOL! 
100 NEW motel rooms. Advance reservations necessary. 

300 SPACE RV PARK - FULL HOOKUPS 
$6.00 per night, subject to change without notice. 

Box 500 • Laughlin, Nevada 89046 

(702) 298-2535 



Black, Starr & Frost, Ltd., 320 King Street, Alexandria, Va. 22314 (703) 683·3345. Stores located In La Jolla, California; Broward, Boca Raton, 
Ft. Lauderdale, Miami and West Palm Beach, Florida; Bethesda, Maryland; Dearborn, Michigan; Las Vegas, Nevada; Short Hills, New Jersey; Houston 

and Dallas, Texas; McLean and Fairfax, Virginia; and Bellevue, Washington. 





Muench's 
Gallery 
It is the photographer's art to find 
something familiar in nature's 
oddities. Camera angle and 
lighting make this scar of tan 
bentonite clay appear if ever so 
briefly, to be a remnant of human 
construct ion: a moldering 
Spanish galleon, perhaps, or a 
gingerbread chapel. But visitors 
to Cathedral Gorge State Park, 
west of Panaca, discover that, if it 
is neither ship nor church, the 
striking formation encourages 
the imagination to turn a fact of 
nature into a metaphor of design. 

David Muench enjoys showing what he 
calls "a spmt of place" In his work. 
Muench, one of the West's great 
landscape p hotographers, presents 
selections from his Nevada portfoliO In 
each Issue. 
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Look AT RENO 
fROM OUR 
POiNT of ViEW 
You'll find luxury, privacy and security at Arlington 
Towers the only highrise condominium in 
downtown Reno. 

Rising above the Truckee River and a beautiful park, 
every window is a picture window with a breathtaking 
view of the city below. Every private balcony is a 

pacious elegance and convenience are among the many 
features Arlington Towers has to offer. There's the 
privacy of a roof-top pool, a physical fitness room, 
billiards, ping pong tables and a large hospitality room. 

An efficient security system, convenient parking and a 
doorman stationed 'round the clock insures your privacy 
and security. 

come see it today! 

1 & 2 Bedroom Luxury Condominiums from $49,900 
Five Ways To Finance 

Ask Our Salesperson 
Open 11 to 5 Daily 
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Greiner's Bend and the north rim of Houston's pit. Mining caused the road to crack-and tempers to erupt. 

Showdown at Greiners Bend 
Gold Hill residents feared losing their homes when a monster mining 

company threatened to gobble the town for the gold beneath. 

Fear plagued Diane Gordon. ot 
the kind that com s from dark, 
cloaked strangers with glinting 

steeL It was the fear that comes from 
knowing something dreadful might hap­
pen-and being powerless to stop it. 

Gordon and friend Dorothy Colley 
were independently wealthy artist. They 
had moved to Gold Hill, evada, just 
south of Virginia City, to establish an art 
center in 1972. The solitude of the town 
coupled with the austere beauty of the 
crumblirlg remain of the Com tock 
Lode, the largest gold and silver strike in 
the history of the world, seemed a perfect 
blend. 

The un-bleached brick walls of the 
two-story Gold Hill Hotel, the agging 
rock face of the Bank of California 
building, and the abandoned Virginia and 
Truckee railroad depot all stood in quiet 
testimony to an opulent pa t. 

By Jim Crandall 
But of particular charm was Greiner's 

Bend, the tightest, steepest curve in the 
state. This is where the highway, which 
climbs north through town, switches east, 
south, east and then north again in a 
double hairpih turn before it straightens 
out over the Divide and enters Virginia 
City. The b nd is a bane to campers, 
trailers and tour buses. 

To Gordon and Colley it was home. 
They had bought the stately Victorian 
house on the first curve of Greiner's 
Bend. It had belonged, years before, to 
Old Man Greiner himself. They took 
pride in restoring the place, adding a bay 
window, a large glass-encased sun room 
and greenhouse and finally a thick coat of 
brilliant white paint. 

The house featured a large front yard 
held back from the street by a four-foot 
stone walL Gordon landscaped the yard 
with fruit trees, shrubs and flowers, 

which enhanced the charm of the stone 
wi hing well with its peaked shingle roof. 

Gordon and Colley also bought the 
Bank of California building and refur­
bished that as a studio and art gallery. 
They invited artist friends to come and 
visit, and some stayed to practice their 
crafts in the quiet tranquility of Gold HilL 

ow that tranquility was threatened. 
Gordon had been following the activi­

ties of Houston Oil and Minerals Corpor­
ation. The company had leased most of 
the old mining claims in Gold Hill and 
had set up a base of operations in the old 
Overman Mine building at the south end 
of town. And now, in this late summer of 
1978, she heard Houston was planning a 
massive mining assault on the old Con­
Imperial open pit mine. 

The edge of that mine was a stone's 
throw from Gordon and Colley's wishing 
welL 
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Hou ton Oil and Mineral ' Com tock 
Proj ct Manager Don Hopkins wa plea ed. 
He had pent two year probing th 
underbelly of Gold Hill for i1v rand 
gold, logging core ample, drawing 
map, lea ing mining claim and writing 
fea ibility tudies for his bo es back in 
T xas. And now, finally, hi eff rt were 
reward d. He'd ju t been granted a 
pecial use permit from the Storey 

County Commi ioner in Virginia City 
allowing him to begin mining the Con­
Imperial pit. 

August 23, 1978. Gold, $200.45 per oz., 
ilver, $5.34 per oz., and risillg. 

With the okay from Storey cam th 
corporate go-ahead to build a $15 million 
mill at American Flat, a valley two mile 
southwest of the pit. The mill would b 
capable of proce ing 1,500 ton of ore 
p r day. 

Hou ton had already approved Hop­
kin ' plan of attack on the Con-Imperial, 
although it po ed a few engin ering 
problem . The pit, at the head of a box 
can on, wa cramped on the we t by a 
h er mountain. The north also met a 
teep mountain, at the top of which ran 

the only water line to th town of 
Virginia City, Gold Hill and Silver Cit . 
Ju t b low the water line ran the Ophir 
Grade road, u ed for fire acce and line 
maintenance. 

The outh rn end of the pit op n d 
naturally to Gold Canyon, providing ea y 
acce to th new mill ite. To th a t of 
the pit wa Greiner' Bend and veral 
old home and bu inesses. Th ore bod 
lay buried near the center of the pit. It 
wa large and weak, about three ounce 
of silver and one-tenth of an ounce of 
gold per ton. 

To follow the ore down deep in the 
arth, Hopkin would wid n the side of 

the pit to the maximum, cutting steep 20-
foot tep into the we t and north wall . 
He would al 0 cut a clo to the 
Greiner's Bend roadway as po sible. It 
would be better to mirte through Grein r's 
Bend, but that posed too many problems. 
The Storey commi sioner had limited 
the pit's ize to 20 acres. 

Once the pit was widened, Hopkin 
could begin mining the ore. Starting at 
the southern end, explosive would be 
set in an arc across the floor, and after the 
bla t hi dynamite team would move 
back about 20 feet. While they et the 
ne t arc of charges, huge shovels would 
load 35-ton haul trucks with wa te dirt 
and ore. They would work their way 
acro the pit floor, and the ore would b 
stockpiled at the site of the soon-to-be­
built mill. 

With permit in hand, Hopkins et hi 
plan in motion. He'd have to move a lot 
of dirt fa t to make it pay. 

For the next few months Gordon 
and Colley and other upper Gold 
Hill re idents lived with the cr ech 

of steel tractor treads and the groan of 
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The Con-Imperial , left, is on the site of early Comstock claims. The first mine rs' 
union west of the Mississippi was formed in Gold Hill in 1866. 

powerful die el engine. Du t choked the 
formerl cry tallin air. Work began each 
morning at ix o'clock, continu d into the 
night, and finall topp d at 2 a.m. 

Gordon pleaded with the Storey com­
mis ion r to get the company to reduce 
the hour . Hopkin aid he had deadlin 
to met, but did cut the work chedule to 
6 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. , even days a we k. 

Then the bla ting began. With each 
explo ion the window hivered in Gor­
don and Colley' un room. Plant and 
flower withered. 

October 22, 1979. Gold, $392 per oz., 
silver, $17.15 per oz., and ri illg. 

In th spaciou Victorian chamber of 
the Storey County courtroom a handful 
of pectator watched a Houston con­
demned and claimed th Gold Hill 
property of Fred and Dorothy Imoor. The 
mining outfit had dumped a f w ton of 
wa te dirt on the property and aid it was 
needed for mining. 

When the Imoor , who al 0 owned the 
Gold Hill Hotel, complained, company 
attorney Ro de Lipkau aid the right of 
condemnation wa granted to private 
mining companies by the tate' 100-
year-old eminent domain law. The law 
tated that owner of condemned prop r­

ty would be paid fair market value for 
their land. Di trict Judge Mike Griffin 
reviewed the law and e pre ed di sati -
faction with the corporation' approach, 
but h ruled in Hou ton' favor. The 

1m r ' attorney, Bob Perr , aid h >'d 
take the ca e to the Supreme ourt. 

Word of the condemnation quickl 
pread through Gold Hill and into ever 

bar and novelt hop in Virginia it. 
Com tock re id nt peculat'd on the 
awe ome power of eminent domain. 
Would th company condemn all of old 
Hili and then mine right through treet 
in Virginia ity? What wa next? 

ovember 13, 1979. Gold, $387.45 per 
oz., silver, $16.16 per oz., alld risillg. 

Diane Gordon, dr ed in robe and 
Iipp r , walk d down to the tr t to get 

her morning paper. When he pid.ed it 
up, he notic d a crack running 100 f e t 
down the highway on the pit ide f 
Gr in r' Bend. She return d to the 
house, at down at the kitchen table, and 
cri d. 

November 21, 1979. Gold, $396.40 per 
oz., silver, $15.30 per oz., alld risillg. 

Commi ion Chairman Lora Del arlo 
took her at at a table in the fr nt of the 
Stor y County courtroom and banged 
her gavel in an effort to silence 300 
outraged om tock re id nt . She then 
called on the company to explain th 
cracked road . 

Attorney de Lipkau aid Hou ton had 
run into ome un table material below 
the roadway. Hou ton' solution: mine 
Greiner' Bend. He aid Hou ton would 

ither buy the home or cond mn th 
property via eminent domain and kick 



the residents out. 
Hopkins told the crowd of ome more 

unstable material. He said two million 
tons of earth on the north wall of the pit 
was cracking and would soon cave in. He 
didn't think the water line would be 
affected, but he said the Ophir Grade 
road might be wiped out. 

The residents demanded the commis­
sioners stop Houston. The commission­
er, unsure of their ability to fight the 
multi-million-dollar corporation and the 
eminent domain law, scheduled an in­
junction hearing before Judge Griffin two 
weeks later. 

While Storey sued for injunction, the 
State Department of Transportation or­
dered Houston to back off 50 feet from 
Greiner's Bend, severely limiting opera­
tions in the pit. And Imoor's attorney, 
Bob Perry, filed a writ with the Supreme 
Court to test the eminent domain law and 
prepared to file suit against the corpora­
tion on behalf of Gordon, Colley and 
other Gold Hill residents on grounds that 
included creating a public nuisance, tres­
passing and emotional distress. 

November 25, 1979. Gold, $395.25 per 
oz., silver $16.32 per oz., and rising. 

Houston's pre ident, Fox Benton, was 
awakened in his Texas home at 6 a.m. by 
a phone call from evada Congressman 
Jim Santini. Santini had spent the night 
fielding phone calls from Comstock resi­
dents and evada miners. The residents 
were appalled at Houston's actions in 
Gold Hill. The miners were miffed about 
Houston's use of their precious eminent 
domain law. The law usually was used 
more discreetly to claim properties in 
remote desert areas or when owner 
couldn't be located. The law cut through 
a lot of red tape and barbed wire. 

"You've got a public relation disaster 
on your hand out here in evada," 
Santini told Benton. "There are inexcus­
able blunders that demand immediate 
attention. The fuse is lit and thi bomb is 
ready to explode." 

The price of silver and gold oared. 

FoX Benton's priority was to keep 
the pit open and the ore flowing. If 
gold and silver continued to rise in 

price-they had almost tripled ince 
exploration began- he'd al 0 need to 
mine Greiner' Bend. Benton cho e his 
best PR man, Head of Governmental 
Relations Allen B. Cluck, and ent him to 

evada. 
Cluck met with Santini, the Storey 

comml loners and re ident . Cluck 
promised that Hou ton would 110/ u e the 

minent domain law on Greiner' Bend. 
He also said the company would stockpile 
500 feet of water line near the projected 
slope failure; donate $15,000 to the 
Storey Fire Department; donate and 
install two 200,000-gallon water sto rage 
tank to en ure uninterrupted service 
hould the line fail; reduce mining hour 

(Collii Ilued 011 page 86) 
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JUNI19·~1982 
AMERICA'S RICHEST RODEO: 

For ticket information and reservations phone: Reno Rodeo Association (702) 329-2771 
· Based on added money, as sanctioned by the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association January 13, 1982. 
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When Nevada puts on a show, it's the biggest, 
best and richest. Will it be Vegas or Reno? 

Rodeo is big-time. It's the best 
darned sport in the world. It's 
cowboys and cowgirls, some of 

them the real thing right off evada's 
own range country. 

And, for the winning riders, rodeo is 
also highly paid. 

Perhaps not by big-league baseball 
standards, but in rodeo the big purses are 
there. Last year's all-around champion, 
the top money winner in the Professional 
Rodeo Cowboys Association, was Jimmy 
Cooper, the 25-year-old son of a rancher 
from Monument, ew Mexico. He took 
home $105,861.93, a world's record for 
money won in a single year. 

In 1981 Tom Ferguson, a six-time all­
around champion from Miami, Oklahoma, 
broke the record for career earnings--

By Julian Stone 

more than $700,000 at last count. Ferguson 
broke another record in Houston early 
this year by winning the most cash ever 
at a single rodeo, $17,500. 

In 1981, the record prize money (in­
cluding cash from sponsors, bonuses and 
entry fees) was $419,000 at Cheyenne, 
Wyo ming. In 1982, Cheyenne and the 
Calgary Stampede each will pay cowboys 
close to half a million dollars. Even so, 
Las Vegas and Reno still have high hopes 
of becoming the "world's richest rodeo" 
based on total purse. 

Early this year, Reno was ranked as the 
richest rodeo in the world in "added 
money" by offering $102,000. (Added 
money refers to the purse and does not 
include entry fees, which also go to con­
testants.) A few months later, Las Vegas 

was otfering the most added money-­
$105,000--in PRCA history. Reno's esti­
mated total purse will be more than 
$300,000, which means each event could 
pay $50,000 for saddle bronc, bareback 
and bull riding, steer wrestling, calf and 
team roping--with the best of the rough 
stock riders, wrestlers and ropers each 
taking home $15,000 first-place money 
for a few seconds' work. 

All these big pay-offs are great for the 
cowboys. Problem is, none of the sponsors 
will really know which rodeo is the 
"world's richest" until the last tally is in at 
the end of 1982. 

The Elks Helldorado Rodeo in Las 
Vegas and the Reno High Roller Round­
up are sanctioned by the PRCA. The two 
events will be important to professional 
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Western Wear for the 
Entire Family 
Stetson & Bailey Hats 

Justin Boots 
Pendleton Shirts 
Tony Lama Boots 

H Bar C Ranchwear 
Stewart Boots 

Pioneer Wear & Scully Leathers 
Lucchese Boots 

IN THE HEART 
OF DOWNTOWN RENO 

151 N. Sierra St .• 323-4481 
VISA . MASTER CHARGE 

VALIDATED PARKING 

Why does the Nevadan wear blue 
suspenders? Because they 're chic 
and very useful with or without a 
belt. High quality braces are 2" 
wide, imprinted with NEVADA 
logo. Three sizes: ladies and 
youth's up to 5' height; regular, 
up to 6' height; X L, for tall folks. 
$6.50 per pair. 

el'ada Magazille Sllspe"del·.~ 
Capitol CompleJ' Carso/1 City. V 89710 

cowboys because a win could mean an 
enormous cash and point boost toward 
the ational Finals Rodeo held in Okla­
homa City each Decemb r. Only the top 
15 cowboys in each event- based on 
money won each year- will be invited to 
the finals. Ju t to win at either of 

evada's rich rodeos will mean a good 
chance at the _ FR and a possible world 
champion's buckle. Battle Mountain's Joe 
Marvel placed in Las Vegas in 1978 and 
ended the season as evada' first World 
Champion Saddle Bronc Rider. 

But rodeo isn' t just money. It's an 
exciting spectator sport with superb indi­
vidual contests. One way to follow the 
action is to pick a favorite event, a 
favorite cowboy or cowgirl. Check the 
riding events: addle bronc riding, which 
demands kill with a hor e, perfect 
timing, style and a little luck. Or bare­
back riding, in which flashing purs and 
wild leg movements impress the judges. 
And bull riding, as the cowboy tests his 
skill and daring against an enormou ly 
powerful and dangerous animal. 

You can see how cowboys competing 
in the timed events must have hor e 
savvy and long hou rs of practice. Watch 
the calf ropers, whose horses are trained 
so well they' ll help with the catch and the 
hold of the calf. Follow the hazer, as he 
moves a 700-pound steer into pOSition 
for the bull dogger, who then jumps on 
the beast's horns and wrestles it down. 
Girls' barrel racing is also a fast and 
exciting event in which contestants and 
their superbly trained hor es race against 
the clock. 

Beyond contests and prize money, 
rodeo is also ambience: the smell, the 
feel, the look of the West. The atmos­
phere spill over into side events like 
parades, buckaroo breakfasts, dances and 
carnivals. 

Where to Fi nd 
Nevada's Rodeos 
There's big-time rodeo in Las Vegas and 
Reno this year, but there's also lots of 
excitement at all the rodeo held in the 
Silver State in 1982. Some rodeo facts 
and evada specifics follow: 

Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association 
Elks Helldorado Days & Rodeo take 
place May 28-June 9 at the Convention 
Center in La Vegas, "Home of the 
Richest Rodeo." The 48th annual celebra­
tion' features a giant parad on the Strip 
at 9 a.m. on May 29, with marching 
band, float , the Budweiser Clyde dales 
and "the large t carnival midway ever to 
b taged in evada." Special booths and 
the carnival are open from 4 p.m. to mid­
night weekdays, noon to midnight week­
ends. Rodeo performances are May 29-
June 6 at 8 p.m. For ticket call 702-385-
122l. 

Reno's High Roller Roundup will be 
held June 18-27 at the evada State Fair­
grounds. Known as " the wildest, richest, 



outdoor, daytime rodeo in the summer­
time in the West," the rodeo has a 
buckaroo breakfast before the parade 
downtown on June 26. There will be a 
carnival midway, booths and special 
western events. One special event on the 
rodeo agenda i a preliminary heat for 
the year-long Wrangler Rodeo Clown 
Bull Fighting Competition, where three 
clowns will compete in Reno to see who 
has the most style and courage when 
facing a bull. The purse is $4,600. Rodeo 
performances are on June 22-25 at 7:30 
p.m.; June 26 at 1 and 7:30 p.m.; and June 
27 the finals, at 1 p.m. For tickets call, 
702-329-2771. 

Winnemucca Rodeo is September 4-5 
at the fairgrounds. The event is a PRCA 
sanctioned, western-style rodeo, staged 
in the middle of cowboy country in 
north-central evada. The annual mile­
long parade is held September 4 on 
Winnemucca Boulevard. The PRCA rodeo 
is on September 4-5 at 7 p.m., starting 
with Indian dancing and a wild horse 
race. On Labor Day, you can see an 
authentic Mexican Rodeo, featuring wild 
horse roping, trick roping, and two­
handed bull riding at 1 :30 p.m. Produced 
by Cotton Rosser and Winnemucca's own 
Bob Tallman, the Winnemucca rodeo is 
the smallest PRCA rodeo in the state but 
guarantees some of the world's best cow­
boys and a real western good time. For 
tickets call 702-623-2225 or 623-5045. 

High School Buckaroos 
Many evada teenagers compete un­

der the ational High School Rodeo 
Association . The boys can enter saddle 
bronc, bareback, bull riding, calf and 
team roping and steer wre tling. The 
girls' events are barrel racing, pole 
b nding, breakaway roping, goat tying 
and team roping and cutting. Here's 
where the action takes plac this year: 

May 1-2, Wells 
May 8-9, Winnemucca 
May 15-16, Reno 
May 22-23, Owyhee 
May 29-30, Eureka 
June 5-6, Elko 
June 12-13, Lovelock 
June 17-20, Finals, Gardnerville 

Another Reno Rodeo 
An important rodeo on the college 

level i the ational Intercollegiate Rodeo 
As ociation event in Reno on May 1-2. 
It's open to college tudent throughout 
the We t. The boys will compete in 
saddle bronc, bareback, bull riding, steer 
wrestling and calf and team roping. Girl ' 
events are calf and breakaway roping, 
goat tying and barrel racing. 

The rodeo starts at 1 p.m. each day at 
the evada State Fairgrounds. Tickets are 
$1 for U R students and age 12 and 
under, and $3 for all others. Ticket can 
be purcha ed at the U R ticket office, 
from area western stores or by calling Liz 
Elwood at 348-6088 or 784-6731. 0 

~~ ~; WF5TERN STORE. INC. 
1210 Hinson Street, Las Vegas, Nevada 870-5981 

• From Interstate 15 offramp 2 miles on West Charleston ~IVd . • 
Left on Hinson. Open 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mon. - Sat. 
_ My H_ -p Mv HH _ 

THE BRANn OF THE WEST 

WESTERN SPORTSWEAR FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY 

Wrangler Pro-Rodeo 
Cowboy Cut Jeans 13 MWZ 

PARK LANE MALL - RENO 
CRESCENT "V" CENTER - SOUTH LAKE TAHOE 

JANE DOOOE - JOE ALEXANDER 
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HOUSEBOAT VACATIONS 

l~~!m~~R!!e = 
at Katherine Landing 

602/754-3245 tC"C~t~.!..II= 
702/394-4000 

CHOOSE YOUR LAKE 
Lake Mead & Lake Mohave can provide you 
with the ultimate family vacation. 
Aboard a fully equipped and easy to operate 
houseboat, you can cruise the lakes in 
comfort and style. 

Authorized Concession of Nat ional Park ServIce 

PLEASE SEND ME 
A FREE BROCHURE 

Resort • Marinas 322 Lakeshore Rd. Boulder City, NV 89005 
NAME ________________________________ ___ 

ADDRESS 

CITY/ STATE/ZIP ________________________ ___ 

. 
pecla 

Introductory 
Offer 
Royal Casino Antiques 
presents a series of stat· 
ues cast in hydrocal de­
picting characters from 
the old west. Each 
statue is handfinished 
to simulate bronze. 
These statues are 
an affordable touch 
of class for your home 
or office. 

First in the series­
The Gambler 

Order number A-4 
The old west had its fa­

mous and infamous char­
acters and the gambler 
found himself in both cat­
egories. This piece from 
Royal Casino Antiques 
captures the cocky, self­
assured attitude of the 
old west professional 
gambler. 

To order, send $29.95 
plus $3.50 ($33.45) for 
u.P.S. shipping to: 
Royal Casino 
Antiques 
P.O. Box 825-N, 
Wheatridge, CO 
80034 
or use MasterCard, VISA 
or Amex and our convenient, toll free number. 

1-800-525-8694 
(Please have order ready be/ore dialing.) 

r~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~------~--~---------------, 

I Sho~ SOUle Pride: 
Here'§ 5 way§ to §how the world you're 

proud to be a Nevadan: 

1. 
D 
NEVADA T-SHIRTS: 
Hard to find , easy to 
wear bright blue T­
shirts with NEVADA 
logo in wh ite across 
the chest. 50/50 cotton 
and polyester, 
Just $6.50 
OS 0 MOL 0 XL 

2. 
D 
THE GREAT NEVADA 
HOLD UPI Nevada 
suspenders guaranteed 
not to let you down. 
Dark blue with a white 
Nevada logo. 
$6.50 pair. 
o S (to 5 It) 0 R (5-6 It) 
o XL (tall folks) 

3. 
o 

NEVADA VISOR 
Great gift for folks who 
wish they were here. 
Terrific for photographers, 
hikers, rodeo watchers, 
campers, gardeners, 
fishermen, hunters and 
gamblers. Dark blue 
with white Nevada logo. 
One size fits all. 
$5 

4. 
D 
SUDS MUGS 
Sparkling glass mug 
with "NEVADA, BET 
ON IT" emblazoned on 
the side. Perfect for 
hot chocolate, beer or 
martinis. Comes with 
slotted , screw-top lid 
so that it can be used 
as a kiddie bank . 
$5 

5. 
D 
GOLDEN 
ANNIVERSARY 
SPECIAL 
Nevada Magazine's 
award-winning publ i­
cation celebrating the 
50th anniversary of 
legalized gaming . 
Includes legends and 
facts , the lowdown on 
high rolling , gangsters, 
showgirls and stars. 
Collectors' item. 
Only $2.95 

Mail this coupon along with your name, address, and a check to: 
Nevada Magazine, Capitol Complex, Carson City, NV 89710 

L~~~~~ _______ -~----------------------~-----
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Fishing 

Where to Catch the Big Ones 
The lunkers are lurking at these 12 Nevada fishing holes. 

Nevada may be a de ert tate, but, as well­
schooled angler know, it ha s boundless 

opportunitie for fi hing. You can deep-line 
for huge mackinaw trout in Lake Tahoe or use 
flies to stalk trout in clear, shaded mountain 
streams. You' ll find striped bass too big for 
your freezer at Lake Mead and marvel at the 
trophy cutthroats of Pyramid . 

Here are 12 of evada 's bes t-known 
fishing holes. They include the tate' Big 
Four-Tahoe, Pyramid, Mead and Mohave­
and eight other lake , trea ms and rese rvoirs 
where the lunkers are lurking thi ummer. 

Lake Tahoe: Fi hermen who visit Lake 
Tahoe hare an incredible visual and sensual 
experience. There's the cry tal clear azure lake 
et in the mountains, towering pines and firs 

stretching straight up into the blue sky. And if 
the scenery isn't enough to create a mental 
high for the fisherman, then the sen ation of 
having a lunker on his line certainly is. 

There are three basic ways to fish Lake 
Tahoe. You can fish from the shore for rain-

By Mi les Ottenheimer 

bow, brown or brook trout; in a boat. trolling 
shallow waters for kokanee almon; or deep­
lining it, trolling the depths of the the lake for 
mackinaw trout. 

Fishing from shore i practical and fairly 
easy. All you need i a rod, reel. hook, bobber 
and bait . Live minnows are the best bait. 
Remember that only tho e taken from the lake 
are legal. They can be purcha ed at local 
sporting good hops or taken right from the 
lake with a minnow trap. With bait on the 
bobber five to six feet above the hook, just cast 
the line out and wait. The trout will do the rest. 

Tahoe rainbows hit those minnows like a 
ton of brick. The bobber disappear below the 
surface in an in tant and the fight is on. Rain­
bows are famou fighters, especially at Tahoe 
where the icy water seems to give them added 
strength-not to mention great flavor when 
eaten. The fish can head for the bottom or 
explode into the air, dancing and thrashing 
across the water. They can run and dart, their 
silver sides flashing as they try to spit out the 

hook and be gone just as quickly as they 
appeared. 

Most fishermen find that the fish usually 
hit better when there are wind and ripple 
on the water. Virtually any public, accessible 
shore area is fishable. There are hot pots like 
Cave Rock and Sand Harbor on the east shore, 
where the Nevada Department of Wildlife 
releases its planter trout. Experienced fisher­
men tend to keep their specific hot spots a 
secret, talking only in generalities about where 
they go. 

If you use a boat and fish near the rocky 
shore you'll find brook (rare in Tahoe) and 
brown trout as well as rainbows. You can troll 
with lures or with minnows in the same 
manner as on shore. 

Another fish sought by boating anglers is 
the kokanee salmon. These fish were intro­
duced primarily as food for the mackinaw, but 
have become a fairly good sport fish. Kokanee 
aren't huge - catches average under two 
pounds- but they are scrappy. You' ll find 
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kokanee primarily at the south end of the lake, 
especially near Emerald Bay, and can take 
them by trolling with lures. 

The kokanee and rainbows are fine sport 
fish, but the unchallenged underwater giants 
of Lake Tahoe are the mackinaw trout. Only 
the cutthroat trout, which have all but dis­
appeared from the lake, come close to 
matching them in size. The Nevada and Lake 
Tahoe record for mackinaw is 37 pounds, 6 
ounces and 44 inches, caught in 1974. Catches 
average two- to four-pounds, but 10-pounders 
are not uncommon. 

Stalking the big macks requires determina­
tion. Veteran anglers usually fish at an average 
depth of 120 to 200 feet, letting out as much as 
1,000 feet of braided steel line (the steel being 
necessary to keep the lure moving along the 
bottom). Many fishermen use depth finders 
to follow the contour of the bottom and then 
use a 5 to 1 ratio of line to depth. A large, deep 
sea-type reel is used on a stiff seven-foot pole 
and mackinaw fishermen say that if you aren't 
on the bottom you won't catch fish. 

When a mackinaw hits you must get the 
fish up off the bottom in a hurry because 
mackinaw will head straight for rocks where 
they can foul the line and get away. 

There are many legends about monster fish 
at the bottom of Lake Tahoe. Some anglers say 
there are fish as big as a man down there, but 
no one has caught one-yet. 

Pyramid Lake is a blue jewel set in the 
stark desert country 30 miles north of Reno. 
Pyramid is home to the mighty Lahontan 
cutthroat trout and its cousin, the cutbow 
trout, a cross between a rainbow and a cut­
throat. There are also Sacramento perch and 
the cui-ui, which is illegal to catch. The cui-ui, 
a primitive sucker, is found nowhere else in 
the world. 

The trout at Pyramid are legendary. Herbert 
Hoover and celebrities like Clark Gable, a 
regular, fished the lake in the 1920s and 1930s. 
The world-record cutthroat, 41 pounds, was 
hooked there in 1925 by a local Paiute, John 
Skimmerhorn. The Lahontan cutthroat, how­
ever died out in the 1930s because of 

A string of stories from Robinson 
Lake in the Rubies near Elko. 

There's excellent stream fishing in the Rubies, where snowmelt turns creeks 
clear as air. Here Joe Royer stalks a trout. 

damming and diversion of the Truckee, the 
fish's spawning ground. The fish has since 
been replanted, and a modern record was set 
in 1977 with a cutthroat weighing 23 pounds, 8 
ounces and measuring 36 inches. 

Fishing at Pyramid is best in winter when 
it's cold and the fish begin to spawn. At those 
times you can see fishermen in waders stand­
ing in waist-deep water, in a blizzard, casting 
for cutthroat. 

Only artificial lures are legal on the lake, 
and fish shorter than 19 inches must be 
released. Also, because the lake is part of the 
Pyramid Lake Indian Reservation, a special 
Indian fishing permit is required. Permits are 
available at the tribal ranger office at Sutcliffe. 
The cost is $4 per day or $12 for the season, 
which runs from June 1 to May 31. A Nevada 
license is also required. 

Shore fishermen favor the western shore 
because of its easy access. On the east side, 
large cutthroats have been caught near the 
pyramid at Hell's Kitchen. 

Lake Mead: When Hoover Dam was 
completed in 1935, Man's Greatest Project did 
more than get power to LA. and revitalize Las 
Vegas. It backed up the Colorado, Virgin and 
Muddy rivers to create Lake Mead, a giant 
reservoir with 550 miles of shoreline. Today a 
large variety of fish-including bass, trout, cat­
fish and crappie-prowl the former river 
channels and the tamarisk-lined coves where 
the water meets the desert. 

For the past few years the big fish in 
Mead's pond has been the striped bass. First 

planted in 1969, the stripers were the favored 
game fish by the mid-1970s. The most­
honored lunker of all was the 47-pounder 
caught in 1979 by Jim Brady of Henderson. 
Stripers can be caught all year, from shore or 
boat, with lures used in shallow waters and 
bait- anchovies are good-in deeper areas. 

Largemouth bass, once the king of the lake, 
suffered after the building of Glen Canyon 
Dam in the 1960s and with change in the lake 
level, but bass have recently made a comeback. 
Most catches come in the spring when the bass 
are spawning in the shallow area of the lake. 
Anglers also may catch rainbow and cutthroat 
trout, although, except for the occasional 17-
inc her, most are pan-size and caught soon 
after shore releases. Other popular game fish 
are channel catfish and black crappie. 

Many areas of Mead and the surrounding 
national recreation area are remote and wild. 
But, be.sides being close to Vegas, the lake has 
six full-flight marinas with provisions, rentals 
and campgrounds. During the summer, mid­
day temperatures often top 110· but winter is 
mild, and spring and fall usually are balmy, 
perfect for getti ng ou tdoors. 

Lake Mohave: This southern lake is also 
known as "the river." The upper half of 
Mohave, which runs 67 miles from Hoover 
Dam down to Davi Dam, is narrow canyon­
land, with more open water in the lower 
tretch. 

Mohave may be narrow, but its fish are big. 
Large trout, many in the 10- to IS-pound class, 
are taken near Willow Beach, where the 



water's temperature remains between 50· and 
60· year-round because of the cold water 
released by Hoover Dam. Generally the trout 
seek the cooler depths in summer and move 
into shallow areas in the winter. 

The largemouth bass, on the other hand, 
like the warmer, shallow water around points 
and rocky shoreline in summertime, and then 
you have bass fi hing at its be t. Catfishing is 
excellent in summer with some anglers bringing 
in channel catfish of 20 pounds or more. 
Crappies are best in winter, but bluegills can be 
caught year-round. 

Like Mead, Mohave is part of the Lake 
Mead ational Recreation Area. There are 
marinas and campgrounds at Willow Beach, 
Cottonwood Cove and Katherine. 

Truckee River: The Truckee travels 100 
miles as it cuts down the Sierra from Lake 
Tahoe, through Reno and across the desert to 
Pyramid Lake. It is Pyramid's lifeblood. It 
makes Reno green. And it has trout. The deep 
holes that dot the river have some big browns 
and rainbows. If you' re fortunate enough to 
hook one, you'll enjoy a memorable battle. 

This year the Department of Wildlife has 
begun a program it hopes will help establish a 
trophy fish area. From the Verdi power diver­
sion dam to the California border, only 
artificial lures can be used and only trout 14 
inches or longer can be kept. There's also a 
limit of two trout per person. 

The Truckee is regularly stocked with trout, 
but there are some natives in the river as well 
as another game fish, the mountain whitefish. 

Fishing is allowed all year, although it's not 
worth the effort when the river is high and 
muddy during runoff. 

Topaz Lake: Topaz straddles the evada­
California border, as you can tell from the 
urgent signs and cluster of casino-lodges near 
the state line 21 miles south of Gardnerville on 
U.S. 395. Topaz is set in a bowl surrounded by 
mountains on the edge of the Sierra. The views 
are good, and so are the rainbows that attract 
anglers from both states. 

The season at Topaz runs from January 1 to 
September 30. The heaviest fishing is usually 
from mid-February to June, with anglers 
casting from shore or trolling. The trout 
average about 14 inches. In summer most 
activity is at the south end where the West 
Walker River enters the lake. Topaz has a camp­
ground and boat ramps. 

Walker Lake: Like Pyramid a remnant of 
ancient Lake Lahontan, Walker is another large 
cutthroat fishing hole. The best time to fish 
Walker is from February to the end of May. By 
early summer the algae bloom makes fishing 
difficult. 

The favored shore fishing areas are by the 
cliffs on the west side of the lake, below the 
highway between Schurz and Hawthorne. The 
eastern side usually is fished by boat. 

The cutthroat average 14 to 18 inches, and 
they are scrappy fighters. To propagate the 
Walker Lake cutthroat, Wildlife has begun 
netting the fish to obtain the eggs and sperm. 
The program will produce a strain of cutthroat 
unique to Walker. 

At Cliff House, on the west shore 12 miles 
north of Hawthorne, anglers will find a boat 
ramp, provisions and fuel. Ramps and camp­
sites are a few miles north at Sportsman's 
Beach and Tamarack Point. 

Rye Patch: About 20 miles east of Love­
lock you can see from Interstate 80 the long, 
blue shape of Rye Patch, a reservoir and state 
recreation area on the Humboldt River. 

The chief object of Rye Patch fishermen is 
the walleye. This member of the perch family is 
a tenacious fighter with large, sharp teeth that 
can cut through fishing line. 

Last year a new state record was set by 
David Bjorlin of Reno, who hooked a 12-pound, 
13-ounce walleye a couple of hundred yards 
downstream from the dam. Rye Patch also has 
crappie, black bass, white bass, channel catfish 
and Sacramento perch. Spring and early 
ummer are the best seasons, with fall a good 

time for catfish. 
Most fishing is done from shore near the 

dam and at the opposite end of the lake. 
Otherwise you should fish from a boat. A state 
park boat ramp and campground are near the 
dam, and you can find provisions, gas and 
meals at the interstate turnoff. 

Wildhorse Reservoir: Sixty miles north 
of Elko, at the base of the rugged Indepen­
dence Mountains, is Wild horse reservoir. An 
impoundment of the Owyhee River, it has the 
best trout fishing in northeastern evada. 

Most longtime Wildhor e fishermen will 
tell you the trout aren' t as big as they were 10 
years ago, but 14- to 18-inchers are still being 
caught from shore and boats. The Department 
of Wildlife stocks Wildhorse during the spring 
and fall with more than a million trout, which 
don' t reproduce in the man-made lake. This 
year Wildlife also is going to resume stocking 
kokanee salmon, a small salmon usually 

caught in deep water and averaging a pound 
or two in size. Fishing is year-round, with 
good ice fishing in winter. 

When the fishing is hot, and that is often, 
limits of five fish come quickly, and there may 
be the temptation to take more. For this reason 
Wildlife wardens keep a close eye on fisher­
men at Wild horse. So quit at five fish. 

At the reservoir you'll find two small stores 
for supplies, a boat ramp, campgrounds, 
propane and gas. 

Owyhee River: This is northeastern Ne­
vada's big-fish stream. Trout weighing three to 
five pounds are not uncommon in the river, 
which flows from Wildhorse down through 
the Duck Valley Indian Reservation on its way 
to Idaho. 

The main reason for the trouts' size is the 
reservoir: they grow big in Wildhorse and then 
go either over the spillway or through the 
dam's outlet into the Owyhee. 

North of the reservoir the river follows a 
high-walled canyon and passes through the 
small town of Mountain City. There is some 
posted private property to be avoided, but the 
river is very fishable along this route. Once 
inside the reservation, which starts north of 
Mountain City, you'll need an Indian permit to 
fish besides a evada license. 

Ruby Marshes: At the base of the Ruby 
Mountains, south of Elko are the Ruby 
Marshes, which are formed by dikes, channels 
and open water, and are open to fishing year­
round. Winter ice fishing for trout is good, 
although the bass don't bite. 

In the spring, though, the Ruby Marshes 
are at their best. The area is alive with nesting 
waterfowl, such as majestic white swans, Arctic 
Terns, Canadian geese and a wide variety of 
ducks. Thousands of other birds nest in the 
marshes, and their nasal calls fill the air from 
sunrise to sunset. At dusk, bullfrogs add their 
baritones to the serenade. 

What makes the marshes so attractive to 
fishermen isn't just the scenery-it's the 
fishing. On one cast an angler can nail a hefty 
largemouth bass. On the very next cast, using 
the same lure, he can hook a large rainbow, 
brook or German brown trout. The best fishing 
is after the first week of warm weather in 
spring, when the bass population stirs to life. 
Also, the air is filled with insects, so it is a 
perfect time for fly fishermen. As summer 
approaches, algae grows rapidly and shuts off 
much of the shore fishing, so in summer most 
fishing is done from boats. 

The marshes have two boat launching 
areas, and limited supplies and gas can be 
purchased at the small store in Shantytown. 
There is also a good campground with tables 
and running water. 

To reach the marshes from Elko, take 
Nevada 46 to Jiggs, about 35 miles. Then take 
the good dirt road over Harrison Pass 
(elevation 7,247 feet) into Ruby Valley and 
then south into the Ruby Lake National Wild­
life Refuge. The route offers great mountain 
scenery, especially in the spring when wild­
flowers carpet the meadows. 

Cave Lake: This is a cool, clear, 7,000-
foot-high reservoir 15 miles southeast of Ely in 
the Success Summit wilderness. You can fish 
Cave Lake all year-ice fishing is increasingly 
popular there-but most anglers prefer warm­
weather fishing. From April to September the 
Department of Wildlife stocks the lake with 
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rainbow , and after each planting the fishing is 
hot. Bait fishermen usually u e corn or salmon 
eggs, and pinners are favored lures. When the 
fish are feeding in early morning and evening. 
it's good Oy fishing. 

A second season takes place in October 
and early ovember, when the lake's brown 
trout start their spawning run up Cave Creek. 
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License to Reel 
Be ides fishing gear and approp ria te map , 
you' ll need a licen e to fish in evada if 
you' re over 11 years old. 

For residents 16 years or older, the 
general license i $14 . A junior license for 
ages 12-15 is $3, and anglers 65 or older 
can get a license for $2. 

A fisherman who is a nonresident and 
16 or older can purchase a licen e for $30, 
with junior licen e (12-15) $6.50. The 10-
day pass is $10, and a three-day permit is 
$7.50. 

On lakes Mead and Mohave, evada 
residents can fish from evada soil with a 
regular license; and by purcha ing a special 
$3 stamp, they can fish from a boat or on 
the Arizona shore, too. Arizonans can fish 
from the evada shore on the same system. 

onresident can buy a evada license 
for Mead, Mohave and the Colorado River 
for $14.50. They, too, can then purchase the 
special $3 tamp to fish from a boat. 

The browns, seldom caught in ummer, are 
big. Last October a state record for brown trout 
was et: 14 pounds, 8 ounces by Clifford 
Tanaka of Ruth. In the winter a 13-pounder 
was pulled up through the ice. 

Besid es fi h, barbecu e , ca mpsites and 
grea t sce nery, Cave Lake has a boat ramp. 
Boater , however, may not tra vel more than 5 
mph or crea te a wake. 

The Ely area has everal other good bkes 
and rese rvoirs, like Silver reek, omin s, 
Bas e t, lllipah and the Kirch wildlife area . 

Miles Otlen!reimer of Reno is a prillting and publis!r­
illg executive, freelance writer alld year-roulld fis!rer­
man. 



Tips from the Top 

Truckee River 
Specialist 
Mid Lipera is the dean of 
Truckee River anglers. 
By Michael Greenan 

"I know I'll catch fish." Mid Lipera makes 
thi statement with the a surance and 

delight that come from more than 60 year of 
fly fi hing on the Truckee River. A resident of 
Sparks for all his 72 years, Lipera is famous for 
his skills with rod and fly both in his workshop 
and on the stream that rolls through Reno on 
it way from Lake Tahoe to Pyramid Lake. "I 
wouldn't give the Truckee for anything," he 
says firmly. "It's my river." 

During the ummer he's on the Truckee 
nearly every evening. The struggle that goes 
on between Lipera and the trout (browns and 
rainbows, also shrewd natives of the area) is 
fascinating-a delicate game of tag or fluid 
three-dimensional chess played by intelligent 
carnivore. 

It is a struggle of illusions. The trout is 
offered an artificial fly, in this case a Truckee 
River Special, a particularly effective bit of 
trickery that Lipera designed in 1931 while he 
was working in hi father's sporting goods 
store, F. Lipera & Son, on B Street in Sparks. 
Mid learned to tie his own from a woman who 
made flies for the Webber Fly Company, and 
after several years of trial and error he had the 
fly he wanted. It resembles a caddi , a fly that 
hatches on the river in early summer, but is 
not a precise imitation of any bug. Tied on a 
dry fly hook, the fly can be used at any time of 
day in all kinds of water. The Special and its 
mas -produced imitations are still found in 
sporting goods stores, fly boxes and creels 
throughout the Truckee Meadow . 

The illusion that Lipera tries to create with 
his fly is that of a dead bug being carried 
down tream by the current. "I look for the run 
in the river, the current, that I want and I cast 
across to it, to the 'cast area. The current 
brings the fly into the 'strike area, where it 
looks to the trout like a dead bug floating 
towards it." 

Then comes the essence of fly fishing, the 
strike, the moment when the fish takes the 
hook and the fi herman set it. "I ee the fly 
and the fish, I see the rise and set the hook on 
the rise," he explains gently, precisely. "If you 
feel it hit, you' ll miss it. They don't hook 
them elves." 

The fish is then played out. Trying to bring 
in a good-sized trout too abruptly or too 
quickly will result only in broken tippets and 
extreme frustration. Lipera releases virtually 
everything he catches, using the ame soft 
touch he u es to cast and et the hook. 

When Lipera started learning the subtletie 
of the Truckee and its inhabitants, the only fly 
rods built were bamboo. Hi first good rod was 
a 9-foot Heddon Black Beauty that he built 
him elf and u ed until 1948, when he built hi 
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Mid Lipera, inventor of the fly called the Truckee River Special , prepares for an 
evening on the river. He also frequently fishes Pyramid. 

first glass rod. ow he u es and makes 
graphite rod. It is surprising that a man who 
began fishing with a bamboo pole over 60 
years ago, a man who lives in the house he was 
born in, would use and recommend omething 
as high-tech as graphite. 

But Lipera doe n't feel the allegiance to the 
old bamboo poles that many old-timers feel. 
"Bamboo look nice," he says, "but the 
graphite rod are stronger, faster, and lighter." 
The re t of his equipment includes an auto­
matic reel, about thirty yards of weight 
forward floating line, and 7 or 8 feet ("one foot 
shorter than the rod I'm u ing") of leader tied 
in the following manner: 30 to 36 inches of 10-
pound test line tied to 30 to 36 inches of 6-
pound line tied to an 18-inch tippet of 2- or 4-
pound test. And at the end, of course, is a 
Truckee River Special. 

According to Lipera, fi hing on the Truckee 
i best on evening when temperatures and 
water level are neither too high nor too low, 
and particularly those summer evenings when 
there is a hatch and the fish are feeding 
greedily on the surface. "I usually fish the 
riffles to start, then move to the deeper water 
near dark. I avoid people and disturbed water, 
and I work down the river and then walk back 
up the hore." 

Recently Mid sold me one of his graphite 
rod , an incredibly light eight-footer with 
porcelain guides. Putting an elegant and 
delicate instrument like this in my hand i not 
unlike leaving a Ferrari with a driver's ed 
student, but, after listening to Mid's enthusi-

astic descriptions of hooking four-pound 
German browns, there was no choice. The first 
day with the new rod was as productive as 
most of my fishing days: several pleasant 
hours on Mid Lipera's favorite river and 
hamburger for dinner. It obviously takes more 
than a good rod to be able to say something a 
bold as, "I know I'll ca tch fish ." 0 

Miclrael Greellall of Rella is a freelallce wriler alld 
fishermall. 

Hooked on 
Stripers 
Repaying an old debt, John Kimak 
shows others how to catch them 
at Lake Mead. 
By Charles E. McManis 

F ew among us remember the olemn 
promises we made to ourselves long ago. 

Rarer still is the individual who not only 
remembers the promise but also has done 
something about it. 

John Kimak, an English teacher at Chaparral 
High School in Las Vegas, is one of those rare 
people. As a fatherless boy growing up in the 
coal country of Pennsylvania, he had a pecial 
mentor: his biology teacher, Zoltan Antol, who 
took the time to introduce young John and his 
friends to the art and joy of fi hing. Times 
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John Kimak and the collection of lures he's found on Lake Mead' s shore. 

were hard in Appalachia, and he knew that 
having omeone who cared wa impo rtant. " I 
. aid if I ever got a chance to repay that debt, I'd 
do it," he avs. 

Kimak, now 46, ha fi hed all over the 
United tates and in th' Atlanti and Pacific. 

ince 1964 Las Vegas ha been his home, and 
Lake Mead ational Recreation Area his giant 
fi hing hoi . Manv mornings he's up long 
before dawn, ca ting into Mead' dark blue 
water . Unlike mo t fi hermen, Kimak nearl 
alwavs fishes from shore, and he doesn' t own a 
boat. He d esn't like them. 

"They break down at the most inconvenient 
times, and when the wind blow on Lake 
Mead, YOU have to head for home," he aI's. 
"When the wind is blowing i IU t the time you 
ought to be out the.e fishing for tripers." 

Fortunately, on both Lake Mead and Lake 
Mohave there are many places where he can 
drive down to the shore or walk into coves 
where the ~triped bass are found. Fishing from 
the bank, Kimak favors a 10-foot Shake peare 
Uglv tick surf rod coupled with a P 'nn 650-

spinning reel. With 20-pound test mono­
fHam nt, his favorite lure are Pencil Popper, 
Rainbow Rebels, moky joe pot and Bucktail 
jigs. 

Remembering his pledge to his old mentor, 
Kimak frequentlv gives fi hing clinics and 
take pecial group of Las Vegans to the lake. 
He began taking sightle fi hermen from the 
Blind enter to Mead about 10 year ago. At 
first there were problems with equipment and 
licenses. But various clubs donated pole , reels 
and tackle, and the unrise Hospital Auxiliarv 
off red an annual contribution to repair and 
replace the gear. 

The Iicen ing problem, however, was 
harder to solve. Working with As emblv­
woman Karen Hayes, Kimak wa able to get 
the state law changed to permit organizations 
like the Blind enter to get up to 30 transf'r­
able, pin-on tags. The new law ha allowed 
many groups, including the Variety lub for 
Handicapped Children and, mo t recentlv, a 
group of deaf children, to go fishing with john 
Kimak. 

Before he take a group out, Kimak scout 
the lake to b rea onably ure that the elected 
spot will produce. He has a ba ic rule for 
finding fish : " trip'r feed on shad, and 
wherever the had are, you will also find good 
fi hing. The seagull~ and greb' also feed on 
the shad, so where\'er the birds are, YOU will 
probably al 0 find the fish." 

Although Kimak seems to find stripers 

anytime he wants to, he says the best time is 
about sunrise. The best months for strip rs on 
Mead? He likes eptember, October and 

O\'ember, with january and February being 
the wor. t months. 

ne of th'se days, some of the 3,000 
angler who have attended a free Kimak 
fishing c1ini will head out to Lake Mead . It 
will be a windy day in ~pring or fall. Evervone 
will converge on a cove that is easv to spot 
because of the seagulls flying overhead. It will 
be best to b' earh', however, because John 
K,mak will probablv alreadv be there with a 
group from the Blind enter, a bunch of 
handicapped kids or another group that needs 
omeone to tal..' them fishing. 0 

CI,arlt's £. McMalllS of Las V(',IIas IS a fn'chlllccwrrier 
alld all al'ld Lak(' M,'ad sartor. 

... a challeng ing (6,678 yards, par 72) 
18-hole championsh ip golf course, 
bordering the majestic Feather River, in 
a setting of towering pines ... with the 
Plumas National Forest as an Alpine 
background. 

Open April through November. 
Call 916-836-2323 for start ing times. 

COUNTRY 

GRAEAGLE CALIFORNIA 96103 

Las Vegas 
I Days and 
2 Nights 
-100. ~,......... 
PER PERSON, 
DOUBLE 
OCCUPANCY 
INCLUDES ALL 
TAXES AND 
GRATUITIES 

INCL~~~I~~~~~I 
MAGNIFICENT ROOM 
FOR 3 DAYS AND 2 
NIGHTS, INClUDES 
BELLMAN GRAT­
UITIES IN AND 
OUT. 
MIDNIGHT SHOW 
AT CASINO 
THEATRE WITH 
COCKTAIL' 

TOP 0 ' THE 
DUNES SHOW 
WITH FREE 
COCKTAIL 

2 CONTINEN' 
TAL BREAK­
FASTS 

DAY & NIGHT 
TENNIS 
FREE LOUNGE BY 
POOL 
SPECIAL GREEN 
FEES 

FREE KENO 
TICKET 
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Win A Pentax ME Super 
and gain Fame! Fortune! Lunch! 

The Contest 
Judges for this year's photo contest 
are looking for Nevada's essence. 

The winners of the 1982 Great 
Nevada Picture Hunt will show what 
brings more than 20 million visitors to 
the state each year. Winning photos 
will show the casino scene, entertain­
ment, local celebrations, ghost towns, 
bright cities and an enormous variety 
of recreation. They will show people 
who understand and appreciate free­
dom: Nevada's cowboys, Indians, 
sheepherders, prospectors, gamblers 
and adventurers. The winners will show 
what's left of the real West and offer a 
record of the desert's pure and peace­
ful valleys, its range after dusty range 
of high and ragged mountains that 
stretch toward infinity in incredibly 
lovely disarray. 

Nevada is perfect. It offers every­
thing. To photograph it well is to do it 
justice. There are many reasons why 
Nevada is one of the most popular 
tourist resorts (and the best place to 
live) in the world. Contest winners will 
show the reasons why. They will do 
her justice.-CJH 
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The Rules 
Contest open to all photographers. All 
rules must be followed exactly, or 
entries will be disqualified. 

Entry Blank: Completed entry 
blank must be signed and included 
with photos. 

Note: All photos submitted must be 
previously unpublished. 

How Many: Up to 5 black-and­
white and 5 color photos allowed per 
entrant. There is no minimum entry, 
but maximum number of photos is 10 
per person. (No, you can't submit 10 
color photos.) 

Labels: Each individual photo must 
bearentrant's name and address, plus 
brief description and location of 
where taken. 

Color: Transparencies must be 
35mm or larger. Color prints must be 
8x8" to 11 x1 4", glossy or matte (no 
silk finish) and unmounted. If possible, 
present slides in a see-through sleeve 
for easy handling. Please do not use 
metal or glass slide holders. 

Black & White: Prints must be 8x8" 
to 11 x14", glossy or matte (no silk 
finish) and unmounted. 

For Return: Entrants must enclose 
Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope 
(no checks or loose stamps) and 
proper packing materials such as 
cardboard to assure safe return. 

Packaging: Entries should be sent 
in packages no larger than 12x16" 

The Judges 
Cliff Segerblom of Boulder City is 

an artist and photographer who has 
traveled the state many times since 
his college days at the University of 
Nevada in the '30s. His photos have 
appeared in Time, Ufe, Sunset, Arizona 
Highways, U.S. Camera and Nevada. 
He established the photography 
curriculum at the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas. Segerblom, a past 
Picture Hunt jurist, is asked to judge 
things all the time: he's the justice of 
the peace in Boulder City. 

Howard Hickson, also a profes­
sional artist and photographer, is di­
rector of the Northeastern Nevada 
Museum in Elko. He is the orginator 
and chief of Nevada 82, the museum's 
annual photo contest and show that 
visits 11 Nevada cities and towns this 
year (see MarchI April '82 issue). H ick­
son, a judge of past Picture Hunts, is 
also a former chairman of the Nevada 
State Council on the Arts. 

CarolineJ. Hadley, editorandpub­
lisher of Nevada Magazine, is a long­
time professional photographer. Her 
photos have appeared in Car and 
Driver, Cycle, Newsweek, Motor Trend, 
Persimmon Hill, TWA Ambassador, 
Delta Sky and, of course, Nevada. She 
also trains horses and dogs on her 
Gardnerville ranch. 



Over $1,000 • • In prizes 
1st PENTAX ME SUPER 

(Mfrs. sug.list, $570) with 50mm 1 7 
lens and M E2 winder Easy to 
operate, this single lens reflex 
camera is super small and light 
(445 grams). The first-place winner 
also will be treated to an 
extravagant lunch with the editors 
at a famous Carson City restaurant. 

2 d $150 GIFT CERTIFICATE n from Luke's Nevada Photo in Reno 

3rd 

4th 

Mall t o: 

20 ROLLS KODAK COLOR FILM 
Kodachrome, Ektachrome ($84.60), 
or Kodacolor ($70.80) 

20 ROLLS KODAK COLOR FILM 
Kodachrome, Ektachrome ($84.60), 
or Kodacolor ($70.80) 

Nevada Magazine Photo Contest 
Capitol Complex 
Carson City, NV 89710 

No. of entries: __ b&w 

__ color 

Name __________________________________ __ 

Address ________________________________ _ 

City ___________________________________ _ 

State _____________________ Zip _________ _ 

"All photos submitted have not been published before. If my photograph is in­
cluded with thewinners. Nevada Magazine is hereby granted permission touse it in 
a future issue, and in future promotions and advertising." 

Signed _______________________________ _ 

5th 

6th 

20 ROLLS KODAK BLACK & 
WHITE FILM 
Plus X or Tri X (Sug. list, $48.00) 

$25 GIFT CERTIFICATE 
from Boulevard Camera in Las 
Vegas 

7th GREAT NEVADA T-SHIRT AND A 
• SUBSCRIPTION TO NEVADA 

15thMAGAZINE 
for yourself or a gift. 
(Value: $13.95) 

Entry Deadline: June 30, 1982 

Mall to: 
Nevada Magazine Photo Contest 
Capitol Complex 
Carson City, NV 89710 

No. of entries: __ b&w 

__ color 

Name _________________________________ __ 

Address ________________________________ _ 

City _________________________________ _ 

State _____________________ Zip _________ _ 

"All photos submitted have not been published before. If my photograph is in­
cluded with the winners, Nevada Magazine is hereby granted permission to use it in 
a future issue, and in future promotions and advertising." 

Signed ________________________________ _ 

EVADA 47 



Royal Casino Antiques Presents 
THE BILL HARRIS 

culptured wooden slot machine figures can be a source of enjoyment and 
topic of conversation in your home. The 6 foot tall figures are carved 
from bass wood and artistically hand painted to highlight all of the fine 
detail. Authentic hats and other accessories are used to give each of 
the ten characters the look of authenticity. 

These life size, wooden slot figures were initially introduced by Royal 
Casino Antiques in 1977 and have become a favorite with both collec­
tors and dealers in less than five years. A Mills High Top slot machine is 
incorporated as part of the statue. There are ten basic characters 
available (5 are pictured). The figures are: One-Arm Bandit, One-Arm Cow­
boy, Miner, Indian, Mexican Bandito, Mountain Man, Paul Bunyan, Civil War Soldier 
North, Civil War Soldier South and Buffalo Bill. 

In 1981 , another very unique figure was added to the line. A life size pack burro which holds 2 slot machines 

Standard Golden War Eagle start­
ing at $2,450.00. 

Colorful, life size characters from the old west 



AND SELECTED SLOT MACHINES 
on each side was carved for the Golden Nugget Gambling Hall and Rooming House 

in Las Vegas. The pack burro is a perfect carousel for four slot machines. 

A little known fact is that 80% of the residents of the United States can 
legally own slot machines for home use under the present collector laws in 31 

states and the District of Columbia Slot machines as investments have re­
versed the accepted role of the one arm bandit. They can bring their owner/ 

players a calculated return while relieving them of nickels, dimes, quarters 
and other coins. 

Bill Harris also offers selected styles of slot machines as pictured below in a 
beautiful, deluxe finish. 

The entire collection of figures can be seen in Las Vegas at the Golden Nugget Gambling 
Hall and Rooming House. 

The prospector and pack burro - a perfect display of five slot 
machines. 

For More Information 

BILL HARRIS 
Royal Casino Antiques 

P.O. Box 825-N, Wheatridge, CO 80034 
(303) 234-0695 





OUTDOORS 

Wild or escaped-domestic, Nevada's plantlife 
can be a gourmet's delight-if you know 

where to look. Here are the seven top picks. 
By Christine Cendagorta 

Foraging for wild plants can be one 
of life's greatest pleasures. Gather­
ing is partly a search for tradition, 

a return to simple pleasures when a day's 
berry picking inspired not only a pie 
unequalled by Marie Callendar's but also 
provided hours of entertainment. You 
don't have to tally your harvest by pints 
of fruit or pounds of nuts; instead, count 
sunny autumn hours when scratched, 
purple-stained hands can't work fast 
enough to fill a bucket with plump 
elderberries. 

There is historical precedent for par­
taking of natural foods; they don't grow 
just to feed starving backpackers. Nevada's 
Indians were the first to make use of 
native fruit, and settlers quickly picked 
up some of their knowledge. The plants 

were abundant then, and there were 
more than enough to go around. Our 
needs are not the same today, so please 
remember wild foods are for nibbling, 
not gorging. 

The following Nevada natural food 
sampler will tell you what to look for, 
where to start searching, and what to do 
with the fruits of your labor-and labor it 
will be. The seven plants listed below 
aren't easily damaged by over-zealous 
gatherers and are not of the "I don't think 
I could eat this even if I were starving" 
variety. Each is fairly easy to indentify 
and find, but you will need a good, clear 
field guide to avoid confusion. The basic 
rule of foraging is to be absolutely certain 
that you have identified your plant 
correctly. 

But before you identify them, you 
have to find them. Here are some tips. 

Many wild foods are "escaped domes­
tics." The escapees can often be found 
near old settlements or ranches, where 
their ancestors were cultivated. Other 
wild plants can be found along ditches 
and roadsides, the seeds having been 
carried by livestock or water. 

Another trick is to recognize the plant 
during each season so you can spot its 
flowering stage in May, note the location 
and return to pluck the fruit in Septem­
ber. Some of the seven are easier to find 
in the winter, when just a tall, empty stalk 
remains. 

Asparagus is a good example. 

Wild Asparagus 
I had my first taste of wild asparagus at a 
ditch bank near Pyramid Lake. The young 
shoot was so tender it could be eaten raw, 
unlike its harder commercially-grown 
relatives, which need long steaming. This 
member of the lily family (a reminder to 
start looking at Easter time) likes moist, 
alkaline soil and inhabits irrigation ditches 

Wild 
Asparagus 

near farmland . Prime areas include agri­
cultural lands near Fallon, Yerington, 
Overton and Logandale. 
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Wild a paragu i ready for picking 
when the shoots are five to eight inche 
long in April, Mayor June, before the 
summer heat et in. To find the tasty 
young shoots, you should scout the 
plant' location during other seasons. In 
umm r the plant i several feet high, 

lush with fern- like foliage and mall red 
berrie . The foliage turns yellow in the 
fall. If you miss that stage, look for the 
rusty brown winter phase, in which th 
thick whit talks of last year's crop will 
be prominent. 

There i a hitch to asparagus hunting 
in farm ar a . One former Fallon resid nt 
says she never went gathering there 
b cau e the ditches were on private 
property. ot all foragers are that con id­
erate. If you find a likely pot, a k the 
property owner before you stalk the wild 
asparagu . 

Pine Nuts 
A gourmet addition to any alad i a few 
pine nuts prinkled on top. Luckily, 

evada ha an abundance of pinyon 

After you have gathered wild fruits 
from the st ream or berry patch, it's 

tim to get cooking. Her are ome 
tips on to ring wild foods and some 
d licious recipes. 

Asparagus is somewhat like corn. 
The old line, "don't pick the corn until 
the water' boiling in the pot," applies 
here. A paragu i be t eaten a oon 
a po sible-it' delicious raw-but it 
can be refrigerated for a few da ys. 

Steamed Asparagus: Snap off any 
tough ends, place upright in a steamer 
basket (or rai e the asparagus tips on 
crumpled aluminum foil in a skillet) 
and tea m lightly for 2-3 minute until 
barely t nder. Don't overcook! Lemon­
butter is a good light sauce. 

Pine nuts were stored underground 
by the Washoe India ns, but today 
most gatherers store their harvest in 
covered containers after dry-roa ting 
or boiling. Roasted nuts are a wonder­
ful addition to any salad, but try this 
idea for a pecial lunch. 

Spinacil Pine Nut Pita: Mix a hand­
ful of fresh spinach leaves, washed 
and patted dry, with 1 hardcooked egg 
(cho pped), 3 slices bacon (fried then 
crumbled) and 1/4 cup roasted pine 
nuts (chopped or whole). Pour just 
enough French or Ita lian salad dress­
ing over the salad to coat lightly, then 
pile everything into open pita (pocket) 
bread. 

Rose hips are best tored by drying 
in a food dehydrator or cooking into 
yrup or j lIie . Dry rose hip can be 

crushed for tea or tossed into alad or 
quick breads. Here's a recipe for a 
syrup that is delicious on waffles or 
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trees, and they are easy to find and 
identify. But you. hould be well prepared 
for gathering and then eating the pinyo n' 
slippery seeds. atives tend to snicker at 
neophytes who ither wallow the nut 
hell and all or exhau t their tongues 

trying to crack it between their tee th-all 
fo r a eed one-half inch long. 

The pinyon pine i found between 
5,000 and 7,000 feet in range throughout 

evada and much of the West. When the 

Wife( 
Cookery 

pancakes, and it' high in Vitamin C, 
too. 

Rose Hip Syrup: Split each fruit 
lengthwise and pull out the inner 
seed. Remove the bios om end and 
keep only the pulp. Place the cleaned 
fruits in a saucepan and cover with 
water (don't add more water than 
necessary to cover or you' ll dilute the 
mixture) . Boil the fruit until it's soft 
and strain off the juice and reserve 
juice in a separate container. Boil the 
hip again with just enough water to 
keep them from burning. Strain again 
and combine the two juices. Disca rd 
the pulp. Add 3/4 to 1 cup of honey for 
each 2 cups of juice. Cook slowly until 
thick (because rose hips are in the 
ame family as apples, they are high in 

pectin, a thickening agent) . Prese rve 
the yrup by pouring into hot, steril­
ized je ll y jars. Seal and tore in a cool 
place. 

Raspberries, Blackberries and El­
derberries are be t ea ten fresh, but 
they can be frozen for longe r storage. 

tree's eed-bearing cones ripen in the fall , 
you'll find gatherers staking out pinyon 
groves, perched on ladders and swinging 
at the tree's laden branche . After the 
cone are collected, some experts let the 
cones dry naturally and then boil or roast 
the loose nuts. Other gatherers prefer to 
tos the cones into a fire, burning away 
the cone and pitch, and then pull the nuts 
out afte r a couple of minutes. 

One ea y method for roasting is to 
spread the nuts on a foil -cove red baking 
sheet and bake at 350 degrees until 
golden brown, watching carefully to 
prevent burning. The roasted nuts can be 
u ed in stuffings or nutbreads or eaten 
raw with a little salt. The seeds are 14.6 
percent protein and one pound contain 
3,205 calories. 

The pine nut is a traditional food of 
American India ns in the West. They 
ground the nuts for meal or stored them 
for wi nter. Pine-nutting is now a rite of 
pa sage for new evadans, who head to 
the hills in near-religious fervor each fall. 
When asked if you like pine nut , it' 
alway afest to say yes, even if you don't. 

One easy method is to wash, dry and 
sort the berries and then place them in 
a single layer on a cookie sheet. Freeze 
uncovered until firm, then put them 
into a freezer bag or plastic container. 
Be rries are interchangeable in most 
recipes, as in this one for Blackberry 
Buckle. 

Blackberry Buckle: Mix 2/3 cup regular 
white flour, 2/J cup whole wheat flour, 
1/2 teaspoon salt, and 1/2 teaspoon cin­
namon. Set aside. In a middle-sized 
mixing bowl beat 1/. cup (l/2 stick) 
butter or margarine with 3/. cup sugar 
till creamy. Beat in 1 egg and 1 tea­
spoon vanilla. Beat until fluffy and 
light, then add 2/3 cup milk alternately 
with the flour mixture to make a cake­
like batter. 

Butter a shallow 8- or 9-inch-square 
pan. Spread half the batter and sprinkle 
it with half the berries. Smooth the re­
maining batter over, then scatter the 
rest of the berries. Sprinkle with 2-3 
tablespoonfuls of sugar. Bake at 350 
degrees for 45 minutes. Serve warm 
with whipped cream or sweetened 
yogurt. 

Wild strawberries almost never 
present a storage problem; they go 
from hand to mouth quickly without 
regret or guilt. If by some miracle you 
get to a good patch before the birds 
and your will power holds out, you 
can use wild strawberries as you 
would the store-bought variety except 
you won't need a sweetener. But why 
anyone would want to do anything 
other than just pop them into the 
mouth, one at a time, is beyond me. 

-CC 



Rose Hips 
Another natural food that requires pa­
tience gathering is the ro e hip . The fruit 
of the wild rose, it has a good reputation 
as emergency food. In war-rationed 
England, ational Rose Hips Syrup was 
used as a high potency vitamin C 
supplement; a single table poon of ro e 
hips has the Vitamin C of six oranges. 

In evada, wild roses are found above 
5,000 feet, mostly along streams and 
roadside . The individual plants vary 
from low shrubs to woody vines, but the 
thorns and flower are common to all. 
Look for a sweet-smelling five-petaled 
pink flower blooming during May and 
June. The bright orange or red fruit, or 
ro e hip, grows behind the flower . The 
hips usually are ready for picking in 
August or September, and sometimes last 
into December. Inside the waxy hip a 
seed is surrounded by whitish hairs. 

Rose H ips 

seed is removed, the hips can be 
dried and then tossed into teas, breads or 
salads, or the pulp can be crushed and 
made into jelly or syrup. The hips are 
particularly good when combined with 
their close relative, the apple. 

Raspberries 
and Blackberries 
Two fruits that are easily recognized­
and much appreciated once you've priced 
them at the grocery store-are th 
ra pberry and blackberry. Both grow wild 
in northern and central evada in damp 
wood d areas, steep canyons or talus 
slopes that get good run-off. The escaped 
dome tic varieties can be found near old 
settlements or ghost towns. 

Wild berries were used by the Indians 
in a type of jerky called pemmican. The 
berries were dried, crushed and combined 
with melted fat. Although pemmican is a 
good survival food, it doesn't compare 
with fresh berry pie. 

Raspberries 

Look for arching vines that wind 
around and over the dead branches of 
pa t years. The white five-petaled flowers 
appear in the pring, and the dark red to 
black fruit develops in mid-summer. The 
berries ripen in the fall at most Nevada 
elevations; a taste that puckers your lips 
tells you to come back in a couple of 
weeks. Picking time is usually late August 
or September; when the berries are gone, 
it's time for the pine nut harvest. 

You can distinguish the two berries by 
the way they pull from their cup-shaped 
holders. The blackberry's holder comes 
off with the fruit; the raspberry lifts free 
of its cup more easily. The berries can be 
used interchangeably in any recipe. 

Wild berries, like most wild fruit, are 
mailer than their cultivated counterparts, 

and it will take more to fill a quart 
container. But their taste makes up for the 
small size. Berry-picking' age-old prob­
lem is getting enough berries into the 
container because they seem to pop 
uninvited into your mouth. 

Blue Elderberries 
Another choice find is a member of the 
honeysuckle family, the blue elderberry. 
This "medicine chest of the common 
man" has the di tinction of being edible, 
medicinal and toxic at the ame time. The 
leaves, bark, roots and shoots are poi on­
ous, but the flowers and fruit are edible . 
Each part of the common elder yields 
ome use: the bark has been boiled and 

used as a diuretic or purgative, the flower 
can be ground into flour or fried as a 
fritter, the leaves can be cooked into an 
in ect-repelling ointment, and the berry 
itself can be eaten raw or cooked. 

Becau e the elderberry has some 
troublesome doubles, it needs careful 
identification. The red variety has been 

known to cause stomach disorders. So it's 
best to stick with the blue elderberry. The 
safest plan is to identify the plant during 
its flowering stage and then return when 
the fruit is ripe. 

The plant, which is found above 5,000 
feet, blooms in the spring with creamy 
white flower that grow in di tincti ve 
c1u ters three to eight inches across. In 
mid-summer the flowers are replaced by 
tiny round blue-black berries, which will 
be ready by late August or early Septem­
ber. The tall shrub has a warty bark and 
opposing compound leaves. A field guide 
will help distinguish the afe from the 
unsafe. 

Elderberries are one of the few wild 
foods that can be gathered in quantity. 
They are easy to pick but messy. The 
berries make good wine and the y can be 
used like raspberries for syrup or jam or 
baked in muffins or crisps. 

Strawberries 
The last and rarest is the wild strawbe rry, 
the tastiest of the lot. Found in northern 
and central Nevada, the plant is ground­
hugging and sports white flower before 
developing bright red fruit. The fruit i 
used just like its larger domestic relatives, 
but the chances of finding enough to 
bring home are slim. 

Izaak Walton once declared, "Doubt­
lessly God could have made a better fruit 
than the strawberry, but doubtlessly God 
never did ." And when man tried to 
improve on the wild strawberry, the 
berries just got bigger and less sweet. 

Maybe that's why people gather wild 
foods when market are full of their 
cultivated cousins. Scarcity, too, eems to 
make the fruit taste better. Foraging is 
fun, and the rules are simple: identify 
carefully, keep watch during all seasons, 
and nibble - don't gorge. 0 

Christine Cendagorta of Reno is a freelallce 
writer with interest ill the outdoors. 
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When business 
has sophisticated loan needs, 

we don't shuffle it off 
to a committee for review. 

WE DELIVER. 
At Nevada National, commercial bank­

ing is more than a title we've simply attached 
to an ambiguous service. It's a team of highly 
qualified specialists whose sole function is 
working with the sophisticated financial 
needs of business. 

Our Commercial Banking Division is a 
decision making force that works first hand 
with business from start to finish. Ratherthan 
shuffling off requests to some non-involved 
banking committee for review, our Commer-

cial Banking Divi ion has the expertise and 
input to cut through the traditional red tape 
(which can result in co tly delays.) 

From all forms of financing, lines of 
credit, SBA and FHA packages, asset based 
financing to the most sophisticated syndi­
cated packages, we deliver. 

For the answers you need on sophisti­
cated financial programs, come to the special­
it, the Commercial Banking Division of 
Nevada National Bank. We deliver 

In Reno phone: Mike Kane 7 5·666 . In Las Vegas phone: Bob Schofi Id 3 6·3764 
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Hiking 

The Trails of Tahoe 
Six great day or overnight 

hikes in the Sierra 
wilderness. 

By Kerry Drager 

I n 1844 John . Fremont, with Kit ar on a 
hi cout, led the U.S. Army's first explora­

tory expediti n across the Sierra evada . 
During that trek Fremont saw Lake Tahoe, and 
hi journal entry was the fir t written record 
by a white man of the great Sierra lake. 

The Washoe IndIans cailed the lake Tahoe, 
which apparently mean "the lake in the ky." 

Tahoe is a lofty place, both in elevation-
6,220 feet - and in the e teem of hikers. The 
mountain urrounding the lake have some of 
the finest hiking trails in the country, with 
gentle-to-treacherou trail and pectacular 
scenery. From many peak and ridge you can 
look down upon Lake Tahoe ju t a Fremont 
did nearly 140 year ago. 

Although the mo t popular path kirt 
Tahoe' we t hore, there are fine trail on the 
ea t ide as well. The best of those evada 
trail are near Mount Rose and Marlette Lake. 

Mo t hikers, however, head for the west 
shore and Desolation Wilderne , wh re back­
country "freeway " often take the place of 
tranquil mountain paths. Because of the 
crowd , the Eldorado ational Forest has 
established a quota sy tern that limit the 
number of overnight vi itor , but not day 
hiker, to 700 between mid-June and Labor 
Day. Fore try officials say they have been able 

to accommodate everyone b diverting hiker 
to other trailhead after quota are reached. 

B cau e of the Tahoe area's beauty and 
closene s to evada and California citie , line 
ma y form at any trailhead during the ummer. 

(Coli/iII/led 011 pafo1e 59) 
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Red Rock Rambler 
Exploring the trails of Red Rock, where the brilliantly-colored 

desert canyons make their own climate. By John Hart 

The Spring Mountains, their southern base 
only 20 miles away from the fringes of Las 

Vegas, serve almost as a gigantic city park. Few 
cities in the world can claim anything to match. 

Charleston Peak, 11,918 feet and the third 
highest summit in Nevada, hangs almost 
10,000 feet above the desert city. The peaks are 
wet enough to support dense forests of fir and 
pine. Yet the range has no flowing streams to 
speak of, except at the thaw. The porous 
limestone of its upper slopes swallows the 
abundant water and releases it only at the 
edges of the lowland valleys. The springs for 
which the range is named are on its borders. 
Up high, the few issues of water are surprising, 
lovely, and important to travelers and wild 
animals alike. 

The 10,000-foot ascent of the range takes 
one through several different zones of vegeta­
tion. Below about 5,000 feet, you' re in the 
Mojave Desert: creosote bush, blackbrush, 
cacti, and the Joshua tree. These give way to 
sagebrush and the pinyon-juniper woodland. 
Above about 7,000 feet, ponderosa pines, 
white fir, and aspen thickets make a montane 
forest. And above that, the elegant bristlecone 
pine takes over, mixed with lesser amounts of 
limber pine. 

Ponderosa pine in these mountains is 
thought to be a " relict" species, left over from a 
cooler, moister period. Some of the stands are 
reproducing poorly. The bristlecones, by 

Reprinted by permissioll of Sierra Club Books from 
Hiking the Great Basin, ©1981 by Jolin Hart. 
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contrast, seem to be doing very well, forming a 
broad and vigorous forest. 

The area right around Charleston peak is 
bare of trees and has what botanists call a 
"pseudoalpine" vegetation - though what 
makes this struggling mat of plants different 
from genuine tundra isn't clear to an untrained 
eye. The upper reaches of the Spring Moun­
tains are famous for endemic species, those 
found nowhere else. Twenty- even plants 
occur only here, a larger number than in any 
other Great Basin range. 

To the south of Charleston, the range 
subsides but becomes if anything more spec­
tacular. Here, in what is called the Red Rocks 
country, the Aztec sandstone under the lime­
stone cap is exposed in a tremendous canyon­
cut escarpment 2,700 feet high; the BLM has 

de ignated this section the Red Rock Canyon 
Recreation Lands. The sandstone scarp and the 
limestone peaks above it are both especially 
important as bighorn range. In fact, prior to a 
boundary change in. the 1960s, this country 
was a portion of the Desert ational Wildlife 
Range. How well the bighorns can survive in 
an area of heavy recreation use will be tested 
here. 

To the north of the highest peaks, farther 
from Las Vegas, the landscape changes again : 
quartzite and other metamorphic rocks mingle 
with the limestone. This northern end of the 
range, around Mount Stirling, is gentler, lowe r, 
and less visited. 

For all its proximity to the city, this whole 
mountain range remains wilder than most. 
Roadless areas on Forest Service and BLM 
land add up to some 230,000 acres. The Fore t 
Service has resisted proposals for a designated 
Wilderness around Mount Charleston, but its 
management seems designed to keep the 
landscape pretty much intact. orth and south 
of the national forest section, the BLM has 
large Wilderness study areas. Only one jeep 
road, which the BLM has con ide red closing, 
separates the Mount Charleston road less area 
from Red Rock. A large, unified Wilderne 
may yet be de ignated in the Spring Moun­
tains. 

The Forest Service maintains several trail 
in the central part of the range; the BLM, as 
yet, has virtually none. Off-trail travel is 
somewhat difficult in this country of cliffs and 
canyons; most cross-country routes follow 



ridges. The summer hiking season ordinarily 
begins in May, though snow can linger well 
into July. Though winter travel is certainly 
possible, the range is far too rugged for 
extended cross-country skiing. In the high 
country, July is the best month for flowers. 

Red Rock Canyon: Pine Creek 
On maps of the southern Spring Mountains 

appears this quiet legend: Sandstone bluffs. The 
words in no way prepare you for the first sight 
of the Red Rock escarpment, plunging almost 
3,000 feet from a wooded limestone ridge to 
the open desert floor. The size and steepness 
of that drop- in some spots, 2,000 feet near 
vertical- would alone make it magnificent. 
Add to that color, not just a conventional 
sandstone red but every color and mixture of 
colors in the range from red to yellow, from 
cream to purple burgundy. Then cut into that 
stone, from the eastern base, a row of 
tremendous canyons, wandering far back into 
the roots of the hills. 

The sandstone here is known as the Aztec 
formation; it is contemporary with the Zion 
and avajo formations of the Colorado 
canyonlands. The limestone cap above­
actually built of older stone- is part of the vast 
sheet thrust over this region from the west 50 
million years or so ago. The contact between 
them, at the top of the great escarpment, is the 
Keystone Thrust fault, exposed as precisely 
here as in a textbook illustration. 

The value of this landscape is not only in its 
stone. The huge gashes of the canyons make 
their own climate: downdrafts of cold air cool 
even the desert opposite their mouths. Pon­
derosa pines, unexpected below 6,000 feet, 
grow at 4,000 feet outside the mouth of Pine 
Creek Canyon. Within the canyons is a 
moister, cooler world. Because sandstone does 
not swallow water as limestone does, this 
country is rich in springs, which make it vital 
summer range for the desert bighorn. 

If Red Rock occurred in any other state it 
might well be a national park. Even in evada, 
it has received a special designation: a 62,000-
acre tract is classified as the Red Rock Canyon 
Recreation Lands. Under agreement with the 
state, the evada Division of State Parks and 

Red Rock Reminders 
Hikers and other visitors to Red Rock 

are encouraged to stop at the new 
BLM visitor center at the loop road 
entrance. There you'll find exhibits, tape 
shows and helpful advice on trails, condi­
tions and maps. 

Day hikes generally are advisable be­
cause of the one-way nature of the canyon 
network. Camping areas on the sandstone 
bluffs can be reached from Willow Spring, 
off the loop road about two miles north of 
Pine Creek. The only authorized camping 
below the bluffs is an extremely primitive 
area on Oak Creek; the turnoff is south of 
Pine Creek on the Blue Diamond Road, and 
a rough dirt road (pickups and four-wheel­
drives advised) leads a mile and a half west 
to the campsite. 

Water is scarce, so hikers and campers 
must carry their own. An important warn­
ing: don't climb where you can't get out. 
Rescue teams are called out frequently to 
save stranded hikers. One official explains, 
"People come out on Sunday afternoon 
with tennis shoes on and start climbing and 
climbing, always looking above. Pretty 
soon they find they're on a ledge and can't 
get down." 

For information on safety, maps and 
good hiking: 

• BLM, Las Vegas District, Stateline/ 
Esmeralda Resource Area, Box 7834, Las 
Vegas, NV. 89125; for Red Rock Visitor 
Center, call 702-877-6720. 

• Nevada State Parks, Spring Moun­
tain Ranch, Box 124, Blue Diamond, NV. 
89004; 702-875-4141. 

the BLM share responsibility for managing 
portions of Red Rock. 

In most of the canyons, the hiker reaches a 
dead end. You can walk and scramble a mile 
into the hills, or maybe two; but sooner or later 
you find yourself staring up a headwall 
accessible only on climber' s terms. These 
headwall barriers divide Red Rock into two 
zones. You can hike up the canyons; you can 
hike around the back of the main ridge and 

Lake Mead is another good hiking area. Here a knot of hikers begin ascent to the 
rim of Black Canyon after visiting Indian petroglyphs. 

climb up to the rims; but you can' t do both in 
one trip unless you' re willing to make a project 
out of it. (People who do make a project of it­
the technical climbers-consider this area very 
fine indeed.) 

All the canyons are similar in plan and all 
are worth exploring. One, the North Fork of 
Pine Creek, has been set aside as a reserve for 
scientific research, closed to hiking. (Please 
respect tha t special zone.) More or less at 
random, I chose to go up the South Fork of 
Pine Creek. 

To reach the area, begin at Las Vegas. Head 
west on Charleston Boulevard near the center 
of town. In about 14 miles, you'll reach the 
prominently signed boundary of the Red Rock 
Canyon Recreation Lands. Here turn right on a 
one-way scenic drive. This takes you past the 
vividly colored Calico Hills and several other 
signed attractions. At mile 7.4, a road goes 
right to the Willow Spring Picnic Area; this is 
the road you take for a hike to the rims. At mile 
8, there' s a pullout opposite the mouth of 
Icebox Canyon. At mile 10.5, another pullout 
on the right is the access to Pine Creek 
Canyon. 

In two more miles, the one-way loop 
rejoins the main highway. To the south, more 
cdnyons-Oak Creek, First Creek, and others 
with no names-penetrate the escarpment. 
The ones south of First Creek are somewhat 
less accessible; the highway swings several 
miles east past the extensive Blue Diamond 
mining area before returning to cross the 
southern end of the Springs just south of the 
sandstone section. 

Back at the Pine Creek pullout, the actual 
trail begins plainly (no sign) at the parking 
area and angles left down a slope to join an old 
rubbly road. Follow this toward the escarp­
ment. Ahead, the canyon mouth is a precipi­
tous V; just within, a tremendous pinnacle 
stands between two branches. Around the 
track grow spiny cholla (to be carefully 
avoided); agave with fleshy, spiky leaves; and 
other typical desert species. Mixed with them 
are plants belonging to a higher, cooler desert: 
sagebrush, juniper trees, and Mormon tea. In 
the wash to your left, along with familia~ 

streambank trees, grow some startling pon­
derosa pines. 

The road becomes a path and then peters 
out inside the canyon mouth. The walls, 
meanwhile, have closed in: rises, ledges, 
ramps, and then huge outright preCipices. 
Black streaks of " desert varnish" mark the 
vivid stone. 

When the trail ends, scramble down over 
boulders to the streambed. Keep left at the 
canyon division. Shortly a trickle of water 
appears in the wash, and then a real stream. 
The water, tumbling and pooling, is just cool; it 
is good to drink but has a curious bitter tang. 

So on into the hills. The rocks in the 
stream course are marvelous, every shape and 
color and size. They run from almost white to 
darkest red. The colors are not solid : there are 
bands, streaks, spots, and swirls. Sometimes 
dark circles appear in the light rock, sometimes 
the reverse. Above the detail of the water­
rounded stones, the walls, never less than 
huge, repeat the colors. 

The best going, in general, is right up the 
streambed. On the banks grow live oak, silk 

(Continued on page 61) 
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Wheeler Peak: The High Country 
Challeng ing the 13,063-foot summit with two accomplices and innertubes. 

My introduction to Wheeler Peak came 
one pring day in 1967 when I was 

invited to tag along on an outing to be under­
taken by Ron Crouch and his fiancee Robin 
Ander on, both from the nearby religious 
commune of Eskdale. Ron's idea wa that we 
would hike to the 13,063-foot snow-clad 
summit, eat our ack lunches and lide back 
down on inner tubes. At the time we were 
young and innocent, and the science of back­
packing wa still in its infancy. Our equipment 
consi ted of lightweight jackets and wing­
tipped oxfords, a kapok comforter, inner tube 
and a bicycle pump. By decree of her church' 
dres code, Robin wore a dre s. 

From Baker we drove we t to Lehman 
Creek Trailer Camp, then turned onto a dirt 
road that wound upward through the agebrush 
and junipers into the alpine zone. Although it 
was April, snowdrifts still covered the road in 
place , and slow-moving mud lide licked at 
the spoke rim of Ron's vintage Au tin Healey. 
At about the 8,000-footlevel the wheel began 
to spin, 0 we hauled out the inner tube and 
began to walk. 

A it turned out, Wheeler Peak remained 
unconquered that day. B mid-afternoon her 
granite spire still 10 med a distant a 
Xanadu. and the ragtag Crouch expedition had 
begun to look more and more like the Donner 
Party. Under gathering storm clouds the crew 
turned mutinous and voted to turn back. This 
time Robin and I led the way, Ron reluctantly 
following and muttering something about 
Una mby-pa mbies. U 

Fortunately for u namby-pambies, the 
winding road to Wheeler Peak ha ince been 
paved. Christened the Asilo Verde Drive, it ' 
12 miles of breathtaking overlooks leading to 
the Wheeler Peak Campground, 10,000 feet 
above sea level. The campground i furnished 
with table , fireplace , outhouses and running 
water, and al 0 serve a a trailhead for 
ba kpackers and day hikers. 
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6. 
Wheeler F'K. 

13,063' 

The most frequented trail is a well-marked 
path that leads to Stella and Teresa lake, 
thence upward to an ancient fore t of bri tle­
cone pines that have clung tenaciou Iy to life 
at the timberline for millennia. For the more 
ambitious, there' the Highland Ridge Trail 
that runs the length of the Wheeler Peak 
Scenic Area via Baker and Johnson lake. 

The tourist season officially opens on 
Memorial Da y and runs till Labor Day, but in 
my opinion the be t time f all i late 
September and earl October, when the 
aspens turn gold a"d the air is as mellow as 
fine wine. Snowdrift persist vear-round, and 
cradled in the uppermo t end of Wheeler's 
rocky cirque is the only active glacier in the 
Great Basin . 0 come prepared with warm 
clothes, good boots and, if you wish, an inner 
tube. My elf, I generally prefer to go tubele . 

o 

Ricllard Mellzies is a Great Basill expillrera lld freqllent 
evada cOlltriblltor. 

Wind Up Wheeler 
The Wheeler Peak area has many po sibili­
ties for backpackers, campers, photograph­
er , glaci r nut and pelunker . The 
altitude i high- mo t area are near 10,000 
feet - and the season is short-May to 
October for lower areas and July to 
September for the peak it elf. But the 
mountain sce nery is spectacular. 

You can reach Wheeler via Baker, a 
small evada town 63 miles ea t of Ely. 
From Baker it' six mile to Lehman Cave 

ational Monument and its beautiful cav­
erns. You're trongly ad vi ed to stop at the 
visitor center, where the Forest Service has 
maps and advice for hiker and camper. 
Overnight backpackers should register 
there. 

Among the area' trail i a erie of 
path that lead to 13,063-foot Wheeler Peak 
from Wheeler Peak Campground . The 
campground is at 10,000 feet. Because of 
the high elevation and 3,OOO-foot gain, onlv 
hiker in excellent shape shou ld attempt an 
assault on the ummit. The trail~ pas 
bri tlecone pine forests, and one route 
visits the active glacier ncar the peak. 

Fortunatelv. hiker can enjoy natural 
encounters on other, ea ier trail s near the 
peak. The olace Loop Trail is a three-mile 
path that circles back to the campground, 
and the tella Lake Horse Trail i a loop for 
those who bring their own horses. 

For information, maps and details: 
• Humboldt ational Forest , Box 7 

Baker, V. 9311 ; 702-234-7311. Forest 
visitor maps are available for $1 each. 

• U. . Forest ervice, 350 E. th St., 
Elv, V 9301 ; 702-289-3031. 

• Baker Guard tation, 702-234-7307 



THE TRAILS OF TAHOE 
(Colltilllled from page 55) 

But you can ttll find your piece of the 
outdoor on some lightly-u ed trail that take a 
bit more effort to discover. Here i a electton 
of everal good hike . With guidebook, map 
and a little experience, you can design your 
own day outing and overnight trip at Tahoe. 

Mount Rose Trail: Thi hike, mo tly 
within the Toiyabe ational Fore t near 
Tahoe' north hore, culminates atop Mount 
Rose, which a t 10,776 feet is one of the highe t 
peaks in the Tahoe region. And the walk up 
Ro e' face offer plendid view . 

Becau e the hike begin at a high elevatton, 
8,850 feet, and i relativel hort, ou an walk 
easily to the top and back again in a ingle da 
if you're in good hape. For overnighter ,a few 
mile from the peak, a trail branche we t 
toward the headwater of Bronco Creek Many 
good camp Ite are along that path 

The fir t portion of the Mount Ro e hike i 
fairly easy, following a closed road . At variou 
poin ts, Lake Tahoe and Pyramid Peak, the 
highe t peak in De olation' Cry tal Range, 
can be een to the outhwe t. To the southea t 
lie the peaks of the Virginia Rang, VI Ible 
through the frame of Ophir Cr ek Canyon. 

Later, a the path witch backs up the we t 
side of Mount Ro e, the view become even 
more triking. Lake Tahoe and Desolatton 
Wild ern are to the outh. Donner Lake and 
Inter tate 0 can be viewed to the west To the 
northea t ar Reno and the dl tant de ert 
range. 

From the Mount Ro e ~ummit are vi tas of 
Lake Tahoe and the outhern part of the 
Car on Range, the Sierra's barrier between the 

Wilderness, tumbling streams and 
panoramic vistas are found at Tahoe. 

TraIl/,ead' Half a mIle outhwe t of the 
Mount Ro e Campground ntrance, off evada 
431 north of Inchne VIllage. Length. 12 mile 
round-trip DlfflCIIlty: early 2,000 f et gain. 
Water aVallabllrty Poor (halfway to the summit 
I a creek, the last dependable ource of 
water) 

Marlette Lake: Anoth er ex ellen t hiking 
area in the Carson Range i the Marlette Lake 
backcountr, whl h can be reached from 

Planning Your Trip 
Your own common sense is the best 

weapon to prevent a backcountry 
emergency. But it helps to plan your hiking 
trip beforehand and to be prepared. 

Know the backpacking area you'll be 
visiting Consult trail guide and map . 
Check the weather forecast and tell a 
responsible person where you're going, 
when you' re due back and whom to contact 
if you fail to return. 

On any wilderness outing, take the e 
es entials along with your other gear: map, 
compa , fla hlight, extra ocks and food, 
knife, first aid kit, extra matche , water 
purification tablets (Tahoe rangers recom­
mend treating or boiling all backcountry 
water), equipment repair kit, Thermos 
emergency blanket (a po sibility for shelter), 
in ect repellent, snakebite kit, sunglas es, 
hat with brim and sunscreen. 

Because of Tahoe's popularity, proper 
trail etiquette is essential: Camp away from 
the fragile shores of lakes and creeks. 
Locate toilets far from water sources and 
bury solid wastes. ever wash dishes, 
clothes or yourself in streams or lakes. And 
leave your campsite cleaner than you 
found it. 

Remember to obtain a visitor's permit if 
you intend to hike in Desolation Wilder­
ne . Pick it up free in person, or order it by 
mail or phone from the nearest forestry 
office or ranger station. For the Toiyabe, 

Eldorado and Tahoe national forest trails, 
you'll need a campfire permit. 

For further information, the following 
book and trail guides are available at many 
outdoor shops and bookstore : 

• Backpackillg Basics, by Thomas Winnett, 
Wilderness Press; Walkillg Softly in the 
Wilderrress, by John Hart, Sierra Club; and 
The New Complete Walker, by Colin Fletcher, 
Knopf. 

• The Tahoe Sierra and Desolation Wilder­
lIess and the SOllth Lake Talroe Basin, both by 
Jeffrey P. Schaffer, and The Tahoe-Yosemite 
Trail by Thomas Winnett. All publi hed by 
Wilderness Press, Berkeley. 

Each of these agencie can provide 
permits, maps and information on trails 
and equipment: 

• Desolation Wilderne s, Lake Tahoe 
Basin Management Unit, 1052 Tata Lane, 
South Lake Tahoe, CA. 95731; 916-544-
6420. 

• Toiyabe ational Forest, 111 orth 
Virginia St., Reno, V. 89501; 702-784-
5331. Carson Ranger Di trict, 1536 South 
Carson St., Car on City, V. 89701; 702-
882-2766 . 

• Tahoe ational Forest, Truckee 
Ranger District, Truckee, CA. 95734; 916-
587-3558. 

• Lake Tahoe evada State Park, Box 
3283, Incline, V. 89450; 702-831-0494 . 

-KD 

Spooner Lake. The trail, located in Lake Ta hoe 
evada tate Park, allows easy day hike and 

overnight camping high in the fore t above 
the lake' ea tern sho re. 

At Spooner Lake you'll find a marked trail 
circling the lake, a pleasant o ne-hou r walk. The 
trailh ad is th er , too, leading along an old 
road up orth Canyon to Marlette Lake. There 
are good view to the south on this tranquil 
hike, with wildflowers, pines, fir and many 
aspen groves along the path. The la st quarter 
mile i t ep, but you ca n reward your e lf with 
beautiful view of Tahoe from th e dam on 
Marlette's we t ide. From the lake you ca n 
return to pooner. 

There i no fi h ing allowed at Mar le tte 
becau e the lake i a brood tock pond for the 
Lahontan cutthroat trout. Each spring the eggs 
are taken, fertilized an d ent to hatche rie for 
later planting. 

With orne advance planning, you can 
continue north to Hoba rt Re ervoir, part o f the 
system that pipe water down to Virginia Ci ty 
and Car on City, and Red House, the area' 
onl overnight camping pot. Then ou can 
continue we t down the mountain to Hidden 
Beach, anothe r trailhead, just outh of In line 
Village (have a ca r wai ting for you) . 

amper mu t make advance re e rvations 
and r gi ter at the park' Sand Harbor 
headquarter (702-831-0494). Range r will be 
happy to ugge t route and picnicking pot . 

TraIl/,ead: Spooner Lake, at func ti on of U.S. 
50 and evada 28. Lellgtlr: 10 miles round-trip 
to Marlette; 16 miles one-way to Hidden 
Beach. Difficulty: Moderate gain to Marle tte; 
overall strenuou hike to Hidd en Beach. Water: 
Take your own. 

General Creek Trail: Thi trip include a 
lake perfect for swimming and unbathing and 
orne good fi hing opportunitie along General 
reek. The stream is named after "Genera l" 

William Phipp, a elf-styled Indian fighter 
who in 1860 became Tahoe' first white ett ler. 
HIS log cabin till tand on the lake hore near 
the mouth of General Creek at Sugar Pin e 
Point. 

Phipp was well known as an expert 
mark man, fi herman and hunter. After staking 
out the 160-acre homestead claim, he "ap­
parently took grea t pleasure in the olita ry life 
of a backwood man," according to park 
official . 

The trail follow General Creek, which is 
tocked with rainbow, brook and brown trout. 

A Ide trail to Lo t Lake and Duck Lake-just 
outside the northern De ola tion boundary in 
Eldorado ational Fore t- make for a plea­
sant day or overnight outing. As one of the 
Tahoe region's warme t lakes, beautiful Lo t 
Lake is ideal for wimming and has a giant rock 
lab for unbathing. 

Traillread: General Creek Campground in 
Sugar Pine Point State Park just north of 
Meek Bay on California 89. The trail begins 
on a closed road near Campsite 150. Le'lgth: 12 
miles round-trip. DifficlIlty: Little elevation 
gain. Water availability: Good. 

Meeks Bay: Although one of the most 
popular De o lation trailheads, this is well 
worth hiking.The path follow the first portion 
of the Ta hoe-Yo emite Trail and take you by 
one picturesque lake after another. 

Beginnin g with Lake Genevieve, about 41/2 
miles from the trailhead, you pass six alpine 

(Continued on page 62) 
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RENO/TAHOE 

133 NORTH SIERRA STREET 
(702) 348-7788 

FULL SERVICE 
GROUND HANDLERI 

• GAMING TOUR 
• SKI SHUTTLE 
·TOURS 

RENO 
VIRGINIA CITY 
LAKE TAHOE 

• AIRPORT TRANSFERS 
• HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 

TlCKETRON 

"We Know the Territory" 

WINNEMUCCA 

Motel 
SCOTT 
SHADY 
COURT 
("Your Home Away From Home. 'J 

70 UNITS, ALL HAVING 
STEAM HEAT & AIR CONDITIONING 
DIRECT DIAL TELEPHONES 
COLOR TELFVISION 
INDOOR, HEATED POOL 

FOR YEAR- 'ROUND SWIMMING 
SAUNA BATH 
CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND 

3 BLOCKS OFF HWY 95 
2 BLOCKS NORllI OF 

WINNEM~CCA BOULEVARD (1-80) 
AT PAVILION .. FIRST STREETS 

P.O. BOX 672 (702) 623-3646 
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JACKPOT 

RESORT CASINOS 
Entertainment 

U.S. Highway 93 
North is a short 

-===3Iii! .... -=~ route to Craters 
of the Moon 
National 

C'ICII A ~ Monument in 
..., ~J Idaho and also 
& to Yellowstone & 

... r:tmr.l Grand Teton 
IlnS.W~mmmm National Parks 

Convention Center 
Indoor Mall 
Exquisite Dining -Show Room 
Two Fine-Food Restaurants 
Lunch Counter 
Cocktail Lounges 

Special Food Service in 
Convention Center Designed 
for All Types of Gatherings 

For l'Iotel Reservations 
Can (702) 755·2321 

For inIorl'WlllOn, writ c.,1 H.,... .. ".. 10. '21 

JACKPOT. NV 89825 
P\IItuu Country 

On US Highway 93 at Idaho Border 

WILDHORSE 

lildharse 
Ranch & Resort 

Ice Fishing 
Snowmobiling A­
Cross Country Skiing 

Restaurant • Bar· Ice 
Rooms • Mobile Home Rentals 

Boat Rentals • RV Park 
Private airport with 5500 ft. runway 

Fishing & Hunting licenses 

Archie & Betty Corbari 
Your Hosts 

65 miles north of Elko 
Phone: Northfork 6471 or 6472 thru 
Elko or. write for brochure and rates: 

Via : Elko. Nevada 89801 

WINNEMUCCA 

WJIIEMUCCA! 
A great spot to have fun 

night or day! We now have a 
great place for your next meet­
ing: our brand new 13,000 sq. 
ft. Convention Center More 
motel rooms & casino action 
than ever. 

Let us help you have a good 
time! 
Write or call: 

WIIIEMUCCA 
Convention Center 
and Visitors Bureau 
50 Winnemucca Blvd. West 
Winnemucca, NV. 89445 

(702) 623-5071 

AUSTIN 

"Producer. of the tln •• t of Neyede Turquol .... 

\\~\\I\RDO TURQUO/ 
\: CO., INC. Sf 

11" 
N/llLlNG & M\~\~t, 

ESI 
1972 The Shoshone Mme 

THE SOURCE FOR: 

• PrecIous TurqUOIse 
• S,lver Nuggets and ChaIns 
• The Nevada Rock Clock ™ 
• S,lver Crystals 
• MInerai SpecImens 
• S,lver BullIon Sterling S,lver 
• Fone Custom Jewelry 
• Other Fone Gemstones 

CERTIFIED APPRAISALS 

MANUFACTURING SILVERSMITHS 
DESIGN and REPAIR SERVICE 

1300 E Ma.n SI 964·2641 

- IN HISTORIC AUSTIN -

VISA MASTERCARD AMERICAN EXPRESS 
DINERS CLUB· CARTE BLANCHE 
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BOU LDER CITY 

Follow The Sun 

Thrift y Food and Lodging 

Chamber of Commerce 
Boulder City, NV 89005 

(702) 293-2034 

CARSON CITY 

• Friendly 
• Historic 
Carson City 
Chamber of Commerce 
702/SS2-1666 

LAS VEGAS 

Win the West. 
204 Beautiful Rooms 
Fine dining In Diamond LII 's 
24 hour menu In the Stagecoach 
live entertainment 
Complete Casino including Race& 
Sports Book and Poker Parlour 
Dally shuttle service between 
Sam 's Town and California Hotel 
Acres of Free Parking 
R V Included 

SAM'S 

~11 
HOTEL. GAMBLING HALL 

a::: 
BOWLING CENTER 

5111 Boulder Highway 
P.O. Box 12001 
Las Vegas, NV 89112 
800-634-6371 or 702-456-7777 

ELKO 

ELKO, NEVADA 

Big name entertainment 
First class accommodations 
Color TV 
Swimming pool 
Air conditioned 
Convention facilities 
Indoor parking 
Coffee shop and bar 

STOCKMEN 'S 
MOTOR HOTEL 

P. O. Box 270 
Elko, NV 89801 
(702) 738-5141 

RED ROCK RAMBLER 
(Continued from page 57) 

tassel, single-leaf ash, and other brushy plants, 
occasionally forming real thickets. In the 
spring, the redbud or Judas tree blooms with a 
red to match the walls. An occasional pon­
derosa rises out of the brush. Boulders are 
covered with wild grape; the grapes, ripe in 
September, are tart but flavorful. 

When I hiked Pine Creek in late summer, 
the las Vegas temperature stood at 100 
degrees; the canyon was almost cool. The 
stream at that time of year comes and goes, 
flowing at times under the gravels. Eventually 
it disappears altogether. From time to time, the 
watercourse plunges in d ryfa lis, mo tly with 
big wedged chockstone ; sometime ferns and 
false Solomon's seal grow in the shady alcoves. 
There is always a way to scramble around. 

The walls never diminish, only change 
color and texture. Sometimes a tretch is 
riddled with little holes like termited wood or 
fractured vertically like basalt. Always, what­
ever the color, it is streaked with the vertical 
black layers of "desert varnish ." 

The canyon divides a number of times. 
Choosing the larger branches, I kept left at the 
fir t two junctions, right at the la t. The last 
branch followed runs up into living pink rock, 
water-smoothed in the streamcourse, slaty and 
edgy in the walls. The strata tilt in such a way 
that steplike ledge and Catchments are 
formed; a couple have water (with rims of 
noi y frogs) . The watercourse is marked by a 
dark, slightly bluish stain. Mo s and lichen, 
green and orange, spot the stone. A few 
ponderosas grow on the banks. The valley, 
though only water ha worked it, is perfectly 
U-shaped, like a glaciated landform. 

Above the staircase, the canyon split for 
the last time. Both branches lead to sheer walls 
within a few hundred yard. It is not too 
difficult, however, to follow the left branch till 
it teepens, then climb rocky and bru hy 
slope to a ridge dividing thi branch of the 
canyon from the next one south . The rock up 
there is creamy pink; you look down on the 
burgundy layer and the lowest light layer 
under that. At sunset, a red light deepen all 
the hades of red already there. The wall above 
i climber's country. 0 

/0/111 Hart is a poet alld alltllor of several poplliar 
gllidebooks, illcllldilig Hiking the Bigfoot Country 
alld Walking Softly in the Wilderness: The Sierra 
Club Guide to Backpacking. He lives ill Califorllia 's 
Marill COllllty. 

Hiking the Great Basin 
The preceeding tory on Red Rock Canyon 
is an excerpt from Hikillg ti, e Great Basill, a 
1981 Sierra Club tote book by John Hart. 
This guide describes in detail the fine 
hiking in 22 mountain areas of evada and 
along the state's borders. Be ide providing 
good maps and trail descriptions, the book 
explores the regions' geology, history and 
plant life in a clear, vivid style. The 369-
page guide is 41f2 by 6 inches in size for 
easy carrying. 

Hikillg til e Great Basill ($9.95) is available 
at bookstore or direct from Sierra Club 
Books, Box 3886, Rincon Annex, San Fran­
ci co, CA. 94119 . When ordering by mail , 
include $1.75 for postage and handling. 
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BILL BOYD, 
"THE NEVADAN" 

Honorary Marshall of 
Virg inia City and Gold Hill 

Promoting our 
Western Heritage 

BILL BOYD'S WESTERN WORLD 
where the freeway meets 
So. Vi rg inia, Col iseum Meadows, 
Reno 

THE NEVADA com COlatPANY 
Numismatic Gold 
and Silver Coins 
Silver Dollar Investments 
also at Col iseum Meadows 

THE NEVADA TRADmG POST 
EverythiIIg fur the Westerner 
27 North "COO Street 
Virg inia City, NV 89440 
702-847-0535 

TERRA WESr REALTY 
Residential & Commercial 
real estate 

Gabriel Boyd, Broker 
920 Kuenzl i Lane 
Reno, NV 89502 
702-323-2886 

BOYD BUCKLES 
Silver and Gold Buckles, 
Western & Coin Jewelry. 
In better western & 
department stores. 

Bill Boyd's! 
THE NEV ADAll SERIES 
Adult leather outerwear 
mu. BOYD'S LIL' PARDNERS 
Children 's leather 
distributed & manufactured 
in U.S .A. 

For more information: 

Robert. W. Boyd & ~Uls 
P.O. Box 7442 
Reno, NV 89510 
702-786-3300 
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THE TRAILS OF TAHOE 
(Continued from page 59) 

lakes in just three miles. In addition, from the 
sixth lake, Rubicon, you can take a short side 
jaunt to Grouse Lakes or proceed up and over 
Phipps Pa ss (named after the general) to 
Velma Lake. 

Each lake offer good camping and picnick­
ing ites in a beautiful mountain etting. 
Granitic Crag Peak, for example, looms high 
above Crag Lake and green meadows border 
Shadow Lake. Although not a loop, the route 
offers plenty of variety. Merely walk in a far as 
you wish, lunch or camp next to a pretty lake, 
and return. 

Traillread: orth end of Meeks Bay Stables, 
just north of the Meeks Bay Campground 
entrance on California 89. Lellgtl! (rolllld trip) : 
Lake Genevieve, 9 miles; Rubicon Lake, 15 
mile ; Velma Lakes, 26 miles. DifficlIlty: 
Genevieve-Rubicon route, little elevation gain; 
Velma Lakes, 2,200-foot elevation gain, includ­
ing steady hike up Phipps Pass. Water avail­
abilitlf: Good. 

Vlkingsholm: Many vi itor consider 
Emerald Ba y the lake's most scenic tretch of 
shoreline. And, while all Tahoe beaches are 
conges ted during summer, Emerald Ba y' s we t 
shore, in the Viking holm area, is a bit Ie 
crowded because it' s accessible onl y by foot. 

This short hike within Emerald Bay State 
Park leads you to Vikingsholm, a reproduction 
of a 9th century orse fortress, which is open 
to the public through Labor Day. From 
Vikingsholm you also can walk to scenic Eagle 
Falls. 

Vikingsholm, according to park officia ls, is 

consid ered the finest example of Scandinavian 
architecture in the We tern Hemisphere. The 
38-room castle was built in 1929 and u ed by 
its owner, a wealthy Santa Barbara woman, as a 
summer "cottage." 

Trailhead: Parkin g lot on east s id e of 
California 89 just north of the Eagle Falls 
Picnic Area entrance at Emerald Bay. Lell~tlr 
(rolmd trip) : Vikingsholm, 2 miles; Eagle Falls, 
2.4 miles. DifficlIltl/: Some uphill. Water avail­
ability: Take you r own. 

Grass Lake: The walk to Grass Lake, near 
Fallen Leaf Lake in De olation Wild erne , 
makes a pleasant day outing. Rock and fore t 
border this se rene lake-at 7,200 feet in 
e levation. And, while there are no beache , 
you can oak up the un whil e lying on huge 
boulder next to the water's edge. 

The trail follows Glen Alpin e Creek. Along 
the route lies Glen Alpine Spring. once the site 
of a popular resort, whose founder in the 
1870s bottled the ca rbonated water. A few 
primitive picnic table mark the site where 
much of the re o rt once stood. Thi clearing. 
by the way, make a good re t top before 
heading up the path. 

While the hike to Grass Lake is be t as a 
day ou ting (environmentally better, too, since 
the lake is quite popular). you also can 
backcountry camp there. 

Trail/lead: Fallen Leaf Campground, south­
west of Fallen Leaf Lake (off Highway 89) . 
Trailhead parking near Lily Lake. Lell~tJl : 5 
mile rou nd-trip. Di(ficlIltl/: About 600 feet 
gain. Water availabilitl/: Good. 0 

KerTl! Dra~er of Sacralllellta is a freelallce writer alld 
I'llOto~raplrer alld a IOIl~tillle Sierra backpacker. 

EXPLORE NEVADA'S EXCITING PAST 

History of Nevada 
by H. H. Bancroft 
Originally published in 1890, this book explores Nevada's colorful 
past from 1540-1888. Every Nevada history buff will want to add 
this informative historical account to his bookshelf. 

Paperback • 350 pages • $8.00 

The Unspiked Rail 
by Sally Springmeyer Zanjani 
George Springmeyer's biography is a humorous and poignant 
historical account based on the private memoirs of the only Nevada 
political insider who ever disclosed all he knew. 

Hardcover • 401 pages • $15.00 

Nevada's Turbulent '50s 
by Mary Ellen Glass 
Explore an exciting era in Nevada history that was marked by 
gambling, gangsters , tourism, labor disputes , and the Atomic Test 
Site. 

Paperback • 137 pages • $5.75 

University of Nevada Press NV 89557 • 784-6573 



Only one bank 
gives you the right to get 

instant cash allover the West. 
Other banks don't give you this 

right. Only First Interstate Bank 
does. 

Because only the First Inter­
state Bank system has Day & 
Night Teller® machines all over 

the West-over 600 of them. 
Which means you now have the right to get cash, 

day or night, 7 days a week, throughout an ll-state 
territory. 

You also have the right to cash a personal check for 
up to $200 at nearly 900 bank offices in the West. And 
the right to move all over the West and have your bank 
move with you. 

No other bank gives you any of these rights. But at 
First Interstate Bank, they all come with the territory. 

Instant cash. It comes with the ............. ". ... ., 
Member FDIC 
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Rafting 

Down a Lazy River 
(and Some Wild Ones) 

Rafters can find a river to suit their drifting pleasure 
in Nevada. By Roger Smith 

T he wooden boat ahead of u pivoted ide­
way helple Iy in front of a partl y sub­

merg d boulder and wa wept again t it. In an 
in tant the boat broke in half, spilling it 
writhing crew into the East Car on' chilly 
water. Dale, the tour guide in my raft, laughed. 
"The lammer got another one," he aid. It wa 
my fir t time in whitewater. The econd time, 
my boat jammed in a narrow chute, and 
everyone wa catapulted into a chao of rapid , 
fall, undertow and rock . Gea r and crew 
cattered mile down tream. 

Everyone urvived both mi hap and 
laugh d about it afterwards. River rafting i 
great excitement, if you have a little nerve and 
like to rough it. The port i al 0 dangerous­
that' part of the attraction, to be ure- and no 
one hould brave whitewater without prepara­
tion. 
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The be t introduction to riding the rapid i 
to go with an experienced outfitter. The r p­
utable one have earned pecial permit from 
the BLM and Forest ervice becau I' they 

Rafting can be a serene affair on 
the Truckee, but on the Carson 
you can' t forget the lifejackets. 

know rafting techniques and the river as well 
a m t of us know how to tart our car and 
drive to work. 

Outfitters make rafting convenient. They 
provide the ba ic equipment- rafts, paddle , 
Iifejac~et , waterproof bag - and cook meal 
be ide. And huttle ervice- n matter how 
much y u enjoy whitewat r, the prosp ct of a 
20-mile hike up tream to 'our car dim the 
fun . 

Most of all , the river guides know safety: 
everyone on a tour wear a lifejacket and re­
ceives instruction on launching. paddling and 
landing and what to do in ca e you're piliI'd 
into the river. The guide are al 0 killed in 
fir t aid . 

The rougher and more I' hilaratin the 
river, the wiser it is to go with a tour led by 
experienced guide . The Ea t ar on i the 



best example. From Silver Creek to Marklee­
ville, California, the river cavorts devili hly 
among boulders and through narrow channel . 
Rapids wrinkle the entire stretch, but if you 
know what you're doing and don' t mind 
getting wet, it's runnable during peak flow in 
May. From Hangman's Bridge, above Marklee­
ville, to Ruhenstroth Dam in evada, the river 
is tamer and can be enjoyed as late as mid July. 
The rapid are normally mild and the scenery 
magnificent; it's a good family trip. 

But a warning- even mild rapids can upset 
a raft, and it takes an experienced rafter to 
avoid being swept over the falls at the dam at 
the end of the trip. Brunswick Canyon, below 
Carson City, makes a fine historic outing; old 
mines, mills, and roads dating from the 
Comstock era lie near the river's banks. A one­
day excursion with an outfitter on the East 
Carson costs between $25 and $85. 

The Truckee River provides more sedate 
fun but is more accessible to inexperienced 
rafters. Outfitters generally find the river too 
shallow and slow for whitewater tours, so you 
have to rent a small boat yourself or squeeze 
into an innertube. From Tahoe City to River 
Ranch, 3'/2 miles, is the most popular run . 
Rentals are available in Tahoe City at Moun­
tain Air Sports (916-583-5605) and Truckee 
River Raft Rental (916-583-9724) ; a shuttle 
service run from the ranch back into town. In 
Reno you can rent rafts at the Boat Shop (702-
358-7211). A good time to raft near Reno is in 
early July when the Truckee River Raft Race 
practically dams the river with rafters in a wide 
assortment of crazy rigs. It's crowded but 
hilariou . 

In outhern evada, Black Canyon, below 
Hoover Dam on the Colorado River, i a 
beautiful rocky gorge that almost any rafter or 
canoer can enjoy. The 21.5 - mile stretch 
between the dam and the mouth of Black 
Canyon near Chalk Cliffs is open year-round, 
but in summer the difference between high air 
temperatures and cold water can dangerously 
shock rafter who are spilled into the water. 

o outfitters take tours on the river yet, 
although the ational Park Service is con­
sidering opening Black Canyon to commercial 
use. But anyone can rent a raft and drift on the 
canyon's smooth waters after taking two steps: 
calling for a permit from the Bureau of 
Reclamation in Boulder City (702-293-8351 , 
and they also have maps that identify points of 
interest) and taking a afety in pection at the 
Park Service' s visitor center on U.s. 93 
between Boulder City and the dam (702-293-
4041) . Werly' Wilderness Boats in Boulder 
City (702-293-7526) offers the only rentals in 
the immediate area, but the Boy Scout of 
America in Las Vegas (702-736-4366) rents 
canoes very reasonably on the infrequent 
occasions they are not full of scouts. 

Tour Guides for the East Carson: 

Sandpiper Whitewater Guides, Zephyr 
Cove. Upper East Carson, main Ea t Car on 
and Brunswick Canyon. Shuttle Service. Reser­
vations, 702-323-4434. 

Whitewater Expeditions & Tours, Sacra­
mento. Main Ea t Carson. Shuttle service. 
Reservations, 916-446-3058. 0 

Roger Smitlr, evada associate editor, says hllo 
rims 0 11 tir e Carsoll wlretted I,is illterest. 
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Camping 
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Ah Wilderness: 
A Guide for 

Casino Camping 
How to get hooked up on the Strip and at Reno and some 

rural cas inos. By Jean Reid and Marie Ramsey 

Camping on the Strip 

When AI Sachs decided in 1973 to build 
an RV park on the back property of the 

Stardust Hotel, the reaction along the Strip 
wa negative. "Th majorit aid, 'How can 
you lower our standards by letting all those 
trailers in? '" recalls Dick Odessky, tardust 
publicity director and one of the planner of 
the park. 

It turned out to be a move that, rather than 
lowering anyone' tandards, opened a new 
market to Las Vegas casinos and made the 
gambling mecca an inviting stop for a new 
breed of vacationer. 

RV owners can pay anywhere from nothing 
to $10 per night to tay within car hot of a La 
Vegas slot machine. And they can park their 
home -away-From-home close to the action. 
Seven resorts provide ome mea ure of luxury 
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for wheel-bound vacationer while saving 
RVers more than half the price of room s in the 
ame area s. 

"Ju t because a per on is traveling in an RV 
d e n' t mean he's a camper who wants to 
rough it," ob erves Odes ky. And the bargains 
RV park provide aren' t everything, either. 
" It' a convenient way to travel, " he ays. "If a 
per on spends many thousands of dollars on 
an RV, it' not because he wants to save 
money. He wants luxury." 

Stardust: The idea at the tardust, of 
cour 1', is to provide both avings and luxury. 
The hotel's amperland opened in 1973 with 
200 spaces, and quickly expanded to 500. Until 
recently, it ran 92 percent full , according to 
Ode sky, but since gas price~ started sky­
rocketing, RV traffic has dropped, and the 
Stardu t management ha~ decided to replace 
all but 13 of the space with hotel room,. 

The spaceslcft still have all the amenitie -

full hook-ups with propane available, men's 
and women's comfort station with ix showers 
each, a pool for the park, a well a u e of the 
hotel pool , a recreation room, a laundry room, 
play area for the kids, and a segregated ection 
for pet owners. 0 reservation arc needed, 
and fee run $6.36 per night. 

Hacienda: The Hacienda Camperland' 
451 spaces, built in 1974, prawl across 17 
acre behind the resort's ca ino-tower complex. 
Hacienda General Manager Clem Bernier 
boast that the park, beside having the 
expected full hook-up , dump station and 
propane, ha gra y parks and gravel spaces, 
rather than a phalt. 

The park also has its own pool, a play­
ground and arcade for the kids, a recreation 
center with a meeting room, four comfort 
tations complete with rest rooms, shower 

and laundry facilitie , a pet walk, a jogging 
track and a complete fire afety system. Park 
guests are included, at time , in hotel pro­
motions and are free to u e all the hotel 
facilities, including the valet ervice. 

The Hacienda RV Park costs $9.01 per 
night. including taxes. Reservation can be 
made toll free from anywhere in the country . 
From the western states, call 800-634-6611; 
others, 800-634-6713 or 00-634-6942. 

Circus Circus: The 421 paces at Circus­
land- most of them pull-through- attract more 
than the average touri t to the Circu Circu 
hotel-ca ino, according to Ben Speidel, RV 
park manager. "Some of our I' ecutives have 
friend with RVs," he notes, "and we have the 
Budweiser racing team (sponsored by Circus 
Circu ), and they all drive big vehicle ." 

The pace contain full hook-ups and 
dump tations, with 50-amp electrical service, 
"capable of serving a Greyhound bu , if 
needed," explains Speidel, adding propane i 
available. A 24-hour shuttle bu provides 
acce to Circu Circu Manor, where a 
monorail take visitors on to the casino. 
Shuttle bu driver , who all have radios, 
d ubiI' a an e tension of security in the park. 

Vacationers have at their fingertip a 24-
hour convenience store that stocks part for 
RVs, three swimming pool , a sauna and 
Jacuzzi, five comfort tation and laundry 
facilities (which are kept locked against 
intruder ) , a playground and arcade in the 
park besides the giant arcade in the ca ino, five 
pet walk and babysitter available through 
Circus Circus. 

Though Speidel boast the park i " 100 
percent all the time," Circusland turn, few 
people away. "They can stay in the front 
parking lot until pace is available," he says. 
And, he adds, caravans that want to double up 
on a sp,ace may do 50 for the same price: $7.42 
per space. On weekdays, the park i usually 
filled by 10 p.m.; on weekends b 5, he says. 
Reservations can be made by calling, toll-free, 
800-634-6 33 from alifornia, Arizona, Idaho, 
Utah or Oregon; 800-634-3450 from other 
stateS. 

California and Sam' s Town: The ali­
fornia Hotel and asino downtown and am' 
Town on the Boulder Highwav have no RV 
parks, but trv to tell that to the 100 to 200 
RVers who park there night after night. Both 
Sam Boyd properties traditionallv have allowed 
RVs to park in their oversized lots at no 
charge, but the alifornia recently started 



a king 50 cent nightly. The only facilities ar 
dump stations at the California Hotel. 

One of the big attraction of the lots 
be ide the price, according to john Blink, vice 
pre ident of marketing for both hotels, is a 
shuttle bus that run between Sam's Town and 
the California from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. daily. " An 
awful lot of people (at Sam's Town) use the 
shuttle to spend time downtown," he ay . 
"They can park their RV and not have to worry 
about towing a car." 

The Boyds plan eventually to build a 300-
space RV park on the south side of Sam's 
Town that Blink says "will have everything." 
The park should open sometime this year, he 
ay . 

Nevada Palace: When evada Palace 
partner jim Shiff bought the VIP Trailer Park 
just outh of the hotel-ca ino la t july, he 
almost doubled the hotel's capacity. The 203-
space park- with complete hook-up, including 
telephone lines for some spaces- complements 
the 220-room hotel well, say Shiff' partner, 
Corbin All n. "It' s ju t like having another 203 
rooms," he say . 

The park ha land caping, three dump 
station , two comfort tations, laundry facilitie , 
two pool and adult and family sections, as 
we ll a a walkway between the park and the 
hotel-ca ino. Spaces co t $10.60 per night, 
including tax. The partners have plan to 
improve the park, adding a children's area, a 
pet run and other luxuries, but so far, they are 
still developing a master plan. 

Silver Nugget: One would think that an 
RV park ix mile from the downtown Las 
Vega glitter and as far from the Strip would 
be at a disadvantage, but Alan Cote, manager 
of the Silver ugget' s four- year-old Camper­
land, believes the remote location actually 
works in the park' favor. 

"RVe r are intere ted in parking their 
vehicles in a place where they can be com­
fortable," he sa ys. And the remote location 
with it lighter traffic makes the Silver ugget 
park both comfortable and convenient. The 
152-space park include , bes ides full hook­
ups, an RV part and service hop, gas pumps, 
laundry facilities, an arcade for kid , a heated 
pool and jacuzzi (open year-round), gra sy 
park , ecurity patrols and eparate ection 
for RVer with pets and kids. Propane i al 0 

available. The ca ino next door offers two 
restaurants, a lounge with live entertainment, 
and, of course, plenty of wa s to gamble. 

The camping co t is $6.66 for two people 
per night, and, if a group stays more than 10 
days, $1 each for extra people or pets. The 

ugget also offer pecial vacationer' rates 
and package .-JR 

(eall Reid, former/va reporler for ti,e Valley Time ill 
Mill Las Vegas, is II0W mallagillg edilor for G od 

Times, a weekll/ ellieriaillmelli magazille ill Sallia 
Cruz, Ca/ifomia. 

Hooking Up in Reno 

Camper seeking the glitter and glamour of 
the Biggest Little City in the World can 

rough it at Reno's MGM Grand Hotel, the only 
hotel/ casino in western evada with its own 
recreational vehicle campground . 

Be ides enjoying the comforts of their 

travel homes, RVers can bathe in the luxury of 
the MGM, with its va t casino, seven restau­
rants, shopping arcade, health spa, tennis 
courts, swimming pool, 24-hour bowling alley 
and two theater that feature Hollywood 
classics, love seats and cocktail service. 

MGM's Camperland, which opened in 
1978, has 450 spaces with full hook-ups. 
Campers are welcome to stay as long as 28 
days, making use of showers, phones, laundry, 
gas, playground and grocery tore. A space 
costs $10 a night with a depo it required in 
advance for reservations. For information and 
reservations call 702-789-2129.-Marie Ramsey 

Rural RV Retreats 

I n rural areas, casino campgrounds and RV 
parks are few and far between. But they 

have two big advantages. First, you can enjoy 
the small-town atmo phere. The towns are 
small only in population- the service and 
friendliness tend to be big-hearted. Second, if 
you park close to a ca ino, you are still only a 
token's throw from nature. And perhaps best 
of all, each casino campground ha a person­
ality all it own, making it intriguing as well as 
accommodating. 

In jackpot, near the Idaho border on U.s. 
93, Cactus Pete's Campground has been open 
ince 1978. You are welcome to stay as long as 

you please, but it's advisable to arrive early for 
one of the 32 full hook-up pace . The park 
operates year-round on a first come, first 
served basis. Restaurant, groceries and gas 
stations are nearby. Although the RV park 

currently ha no showers, Carl Hayden, the 
town's scribe, says, "We're gonna build a 
bigger and better campground, and that one 
will have showers." Parking your RV on the 
present landscaped grounds co t $2.50 a 
night. Try to find a room for that price. 

At Laughlin, on the extreme southern tip of 
evada, the Riverside Resort Campground 

opened in 1980 with 200 spaces. The Riverside 
is popular with fishermen because it's located 
just above the Colorado River. Open year­
round, facilities include full hook-ups, two 
laundry rooms, restrooms with showers, and a 
swimming pool. Groceries, gas, and eateries 
are close by. 

Spaces at the Riverside fill up fast, so 
reservations three weeks in advance are 
recommended for weekends and holidays. 
Call 702-289-2535, extension 545. Spaces rent 
for $6 a night. 

Nevada Crossing, the state's newest casino­
RV complex, will open May 1 at Wendover. 
Hugging the Nevada-Utah border on 1-80, 

evada CrOSSing will initially offer 40 full 
hook-up space, and 155 more spaces will be 
built soon after. There also will be a general 
store, restaurant, laundry, showers, parts shop, 
and gas and diesel. For prices and reservations, 
call 702-664-4000. 

Casinos that don't have campgrounds or 
RV parks like to accommodate visitor anyway. 
The Stockman's Hotel in Elko, for example, 
runs a shuttle service to the Shangri-La Camp­
ground two miles away. Some casinos, if you 
a k, will let you stay in their parking lots for a 
night. Go ahead and ask: hospitality is 
Nevada's business motto.-MR 

.421 fu' .... "'Ic. hookupe • complet. leundry fecllltl •• 
• ~, jecuzzl, Mune •• community room with gem. 
ercede • dog run • convenlenc •• tor. • dump elation 
• ,,"'oom •• pleyground •• huttl. c,.tt end mini bu. 

.. lYle •• 24-hour ,.glel,.tlon 
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Summer Camping: 
The Perfect Pitch 

These 12 state parks are good for history, hot showers 
and camping in the wilds. By David Moore 

T hey have weird names and unlikely 
histories. One is as small as a backyard, 

another big enough to swallow a Texas county. 
They're hot and cool, dry and wet, and 
scattered all over creation. 

evada' state parks also are great places to 
camp. Most of the parks are homegrown, 
initially used and protected by re idents. 
Besides learning about local lore and state 
history, you'll discover unusual plants, animal 
and eye-popping scenery. 

If you're on the road, the parks have 
another advantage: they're found all over the 
state. And building programs have given 
campgrounds such deluxe additions as hot 
showers, trailer dump sites, shade ramadas 
and self-guiding trails. 

Here is a look at camping in evada' 12 
overnight state parks. 

Red Rocks and Rock Writings 
The principal attraction of Valley of Fire State 
Park, 55 miles northeast of Las Vega , are the 
incredible red rock formations that border the 
valley and extend north to such spots as 
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Rainbow Vi ta and Fire Canyon. You can camp 
mack in the middle of the red hills near Atlatl 

Rock, where more than 1,000 years ago 
Indians etched symbols, or petroglyphs, in the 
dark "desert varni h" that cover the rock. 

In the 38-unit campground you can find 
the most privacy in the ea t ection and in the 
upper west area. There are showers, barbe­
cues and ramadas for hade. Water is carce in 
the park, so use it sparingly. 

Valley of Fire is the tate' biggest park-
46,000 acres in all-and the possibilities for 
exploration are limited only by time and, 
in the ummer, hot weather. From June to 
September temperatures reach at lea t 100· at 
mid-day and on a "cool" night might drop to 
80· Spring and fall are the best times to camp 
there, although Easter and Thanksgiving week­
ends are extremely crowded. But even if it is 
hot, you can drive 20 miles east and jump in 
Lake Mead. 

Lincoln County's Garden Spot 
While the summer sun bakes the Vall ey of 

Fire, Kershaw-Ryan, 120 miles north in the 
Meadow Valley Wa h, i cooled by the shade 
of it canyon wall and miniature oaks and by a 
spring-fed brook. It's a beautiful place. The 
campground has shower and, for a fee, 
firewood. A kids' wading pond and lawns 
where you can toss a football or fri bee are 
nearby. The park, three mile outh of 
Caliente, i open for day u e and camping 
April.15 to October 31. Ker haw- Ryan's 12 
ite fill quickly on weekend , but on week­

days there should be vacancies. 

Hiding Out at Beaver Dam 
Six mile north of Caliente is the sign for 
Beaver Dam. The park is 32 miles ea t at the 
end of a graded road that is narrow and teep 
as it descends into the park. Trailers are not 
advi ed. The road can be difficult for trucks 
and cars in wet weather. You ' ll be rewarded, 
however, when the dusty trip ends. You can 
choose from 52 wooded campsite and fish for 
trout in Schroeder Reservoir and in the creek 
below the dam, near the lower campground. 



The park' canyonlands are great for hiking 
and photography. Because of its ;solation, thi 
i one park where you must be prepared, but 
Beaver Dam regulars ay it' worth it. 

Scenery and Showers 
Cathedral Gorge has two big attractions: 
cenery and showers. The park, located two 

miles we t of Panaca, has wonderful vistas and 
everal paths through its st rangely eroded 

formations of bentonite clay (see pages 28-29) . 
And the howers- what a luxury afte r a day on 
the road or when you' re ready to go to the 
picture how in Pioche. 

The 16-unit campground lacks privacy­
Beaver Dam i be t for that- but it is open all 
year and has water from April to ovember. 
Cathedral Gorge also has great sunsets and i 
an excellent ba e to explore the countryside. 

The Land of Lakes 
There's al 0 good camping at Spring Valley 
and Echo Canyon, 19 and 12 miles respective­
ly east of Pioche. The two parks a re favored by 
sun-stuck Las Vegans, with old timer relaxing 
at Echo while families and the swinging set 
gather at Spring Valley. 

Trout fishing is usually good in the spring, 
and the reservoirs are well-stocked. But warm­
weather algae growth has made for lou y 
fishing the past few summers. Solutions are 
being ought; vegetarian crawdads and fish 
might help. Echo Reservoir, improbably, leaks, 
so it water level is often low. 

Both campgrounds offer good views but 
little privacy. There's plenty to do anyway­
hiking in the hills, riding horses in Spring 
Valley's eque trian section (bring your own 
hor e), driving through the canyons along 

evada 322, or hanging out at the general 
store and bar at Ursine. Also, park rangers give 
campfire talks at Spring Valley every Saturday 
night in the ummertime. 

Tastes of the wild: steak, seasoning 
and fresh outdoor air. At some parks 
the filet is more likely to be fish. 

Planning Your Trip 
When you prepare for that trip across 

the desert, it's wise to equip your car 
for the unexpected hazards that might 
arise- car breakdown, accidents and injury. 
In addition to standard tools, the following 
items should go into your automotive sur­
vivial kit : 

• A CB radio. Invaluable for distress 
calls. 

• Flares. For signals or starting a fire in 
an emergency. 

• Two spare tires. A can of gooey 
compressed air will never replace a good 
extra spare tire and rim. 

• Spare water. For drinking and thirsty 
radiators. 

• Spare fan belts. Fan belts dry, crack 
and break. Replace cracked ones before 
leaving, and carry a spare for each belt on 
your system. 

• Air cleaner. Change before leaving 
and take a spare. 

• Spare oil and brake, steering and 
transmission fluid . 

• A steel fingernail file . With this you 
can clean and gap fouled spark plugs. 

• A spare ignition key. Good item if 
you aren't a former dead-end kid and don't 
know the art of hot-wiring an ignition. 

• Spare gas. A five-gallon gas can 
fastened to the side of the car works best, 
since rear-end collisions can send gas 
spurting all over your car. A good gas can 
will come with a spout, but newspaper 
rolled in a funnel works in a pinch. 

• Battery jumper cables. They'll save 
you or put a stra nded motorist in debt to 

Don't Make Waves 
Another good family park- for those who like 
high mountains and forests-is 7,000-foot 
Cave Lake, 15 miles east of Ely. The 20-unit 
campground h'as some hade and fine views of 
the surrounding Schell Creek Range. 

The best camping months are June through 
September, when the entrance road is dry. You 
should bring your own drinking water, how­
ever, since no tap water is dvailable. 

The 32-acre lake is the star attraction. You 
can hunt for crawdads along the shore, and 
there's fishing for rainbows in summer and 
browns in fall . A boat ramp is provided, 
although boaters cannot create a wake or 
exceed 5 mph, in defe rence to fishermen and 
shore stabil ity. Canoes and rafts are the best 
vessels for Cave Lake. 

Fishing on Interstate 80 
Rye Patch Reservoir, located 22 miles north of 
Lovelock and a mile west of Intersta te 80, is 
often jammed in ummer with fishermen, 
boaters and waterskiers. In spring and fall the 
park is quiet and has plenty of elbowroom. 

You can choose between two campgrounds. 
If you like action, beer and waterskis, try the 
upper area near the boat ramp. For peace and 
shade, the campground below the dam is 
better. 

Anglers can cast for crappie, white and 
black bass, catfish and walleye, Rye Patch's big 

you for life. 
• Electrical tape. For frayed wiring or 

signaling for help by forming three "X's" on 
top of your car. 

• A box of spare fuses. Make sure they 
are the right ones for your electrical 
system. That way, when the frayed wiring 
shorts out, you can replace the blown fuse. 

• Wide duct tape. You can seal blown 
water hoses, cover holes letting dust into 
your car, tape clothing to the car for shade, 
or use it in first aid. 

• Baling wire. You always need baling 
wire. Half the cars in Nevada won' t run 
without it. 

• A flashlight. And spare batteries for 
aid in night repairs or for signaling help. 

• A shovel. To get unstuck, bury 
campfires or dig shallow wells. 

• Tow chain. Or a heavy-guage nylon 
strap about six fel't long so someone can 
tow you or so you can help another. 

• Extra blanket. Lots of uses, such as 
shade, tent walls and warmth. If you need a 
stretcher, the blanket's edges can be rolled 
around shovel handles or branches. 

• Large, clean handerchiefs. Good for 
tying splints and dressing wounds. 

• A survival kit. Many kits are available 
through outdoor supply houses. The pack­
ets have provisions to help searchers find 
you if you're lost, emergency food, shelter 
help, fire starters and first aid items. 

• Common sense. It will be your 
biggest help in an emergency. 

-Bob Goodman 

game fish, as well as catfish below the dam in 
the Humboldt River. 

Ghosts and Giant Serpents 
Berlin-Ichthyosaur State Park, at nearly 7,000 
feet in the Nevada desert, has a ghost town and 
the largest fossils of ichthyosaurs-giant, 
ocean-swimming lizards-ever found . 

Located 23 miles east of Gabbs on the west 
slope of the Shoshone Mountains, Berlin was a 
thriving silver- rush town of 300 in it heyday 
between 1897 and 1910. Thirteen buildings 
have been preserved (plan on using a lot of 
film) and a self-guiding trail describes the 
town's history. 

The campground in Union Canyon has 14 
sites with grills, restrooms and shade ramadas. 
There's plenty of room except sometimes on 
holiday weekends. 

The fossil shelter in the canyon displays the 
skeletons of three large ichthyosaurs; one is 
nearly 60 feet long. Park rangers give talks at 
the shelte r several ti-nes daily during the 
summer. 

30,000 People Can' t Be Wrong 
On Fourth of July weekend, Lahontan State 
Receation Area is a madhouse. About 30,000 
boaters, waterskiers, fishermen and campe rs 
crowd the reservoir' s beaches, determined to 
have the time of their lives. It can be fun, but if 
you're looking for serenity, try early Mayor, 

NEVADA 69 



even better, September and October, when the 
cottonwoods take on th eir autumn colors. 

Lahontan has two entrances, one nea r 
Lahontan Dam 15 miles west of Fall on on U.s. 
50 and the other seven mil es south of Silver 
Springs on U.S. Alternate 95. Most of the 
shore line is open to camping, and th e Silver 
Springs Beach has 25 developed sites. The 
oth er end, near the dam, is usuall y less 
crowded and noisy in summer. 

Lazy River Camping 
Seven miles west of Silver Springs Beach is 
calm, collected Fo rt Churchi ll. The camp­
ground by the Carson River has 20 sites that 
fill up on holidays but rarely o therwise. Gnats 
and mosquitos appear in warm weather. 

On summer weekends, park range rs dress 
up as union soldie rs and talk about fort life in 
the 1860s as part of the park's " living histo ry" 
program. The visitor cente r is ope n dail y, and 
the fort ruins are fun to explore, especiall y on 
moonlit nights. 

Camping Out in Dayton 
On the east end of Dayton, the town 12 miles 
east of Ca rson City where "The Misfits" was 
film ed, is a ISO-acre park bordering the Carson 
River. The river gives Dayton State Park 
mosquitos, trout, nature trails and tranquility. 
The develo ped, 10-site campground is between 
the river a nd U.s. 50. There's some no ise from 
the highway, but the spot was once much 
noisier. Nearby is the s ite of the Rock Point 
Mill, where ore from the Comstock mines was 
processed in the 1800s. 

Boulevard Nights 
Between Reno and Carson is a campground by 
a lake, with a view of the Sierra, hot showers­
and no crowds. The campground is at Washoe 
Lake Sta te Park, about eight miles north of the 
capital o n East Lake Boulevard in Washoe 
Valley. The lake is shallow- only 12 feet at its 
d eepest- but it' s one of the state's best sailing 
lakes because of the scenery and s teady winds. 
Fishe rmen will find hungry catfish, and the re's 
an equestrian area, too. 

The 25-site campground is perched above 
the lake. It has showers and paved parking 
spots. From camp you can walk down to the 
lake's two- mile stretch of sand dunes and the 
ponds where ducks and other waterfowl 
congregate. 

Park Prices and Permits 
Like all good things, there's a price to pa y for 
camping in Nevada's state parks. Camping fees 
are $4 a day, payable at the entrance board. 
You can stay in any park for 14 days in a 30-
day period. 

Boat .Iaunching fees of $4 are charged at 
Lahontan, Rye Patch, Washoe Lake and Lake 
Tahoe Nevada State Park at Sa nd Harbor and 
Cave Rock. Tahoe also has a day-use fee of $3, 
and you' ll need to pay $2 for day use at 
Lahontan, Rye Patch and Washoe Lake, and a t 
Sprin g Mountain Ranch and Floyd R. La mb 
State Pa rk in the Vegas area. 

Fortunately, you can pay fo r it all once a 
year by buying an annual permit. It's $30 and 
good for a ll fees. The pe rmit is available at a ll 
parks. 0 

David Moore is managing editor of Nevada Maga­
zine. 
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RVLife: 
Finding Your Own Space 

T ouring evada's inner regions can be both 
exh ilarating and tiring. Highways wind 

through mountain s with grand vis tas and 
desert va ll eys. The scenery can make driving 
like watching a nature movie, but re t tops are 
welcome afte r the lo ng distances between 
towns. Below, a chart li sts priva te RV parks a nd 

campgrounds that are good places to spend 
the night when you' re on the open road with 
your home in tow. 

N eme Phone 

RV parks and ca mpgrounds have severa l 
advantages. First, they are far cheaper than 
hotel or motel rooms- as much as one-fourth 
the cost. Many parks also offer conveniences 

Location 
No. 

Unit. 

Max 
RV 

Size 
S •• lc 
F .. 

. • • 
~ ~ : e • 
Qat .!=! 

." 

; 
E .. 

~ J! 
.. c: 
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LAS VEGAS, N. LAS VEGAS 
American Campgroundt 

Cheyenne United CG 

Hltchln' Post Camper Pk. 

Holiday Trave l Trir. Pk. t 

KOA Kempgrounds 

King' s Row Tra iler Park 

Riviera Travel Trir, Pk, 

LAKE MEAD 
Lakeshore Tra iler Vlg , 

Callv ille Bay Marina 

Echo Bay Resort 

Overton Beach Resort 

Temple Bar Marina 

LAKE MOHAVE 
Lake Mohave Resort 

Cottonwood Cove Resort 

Willow Beach Resort 

OVERTON 
Robbins Nest Mobile Vlg . 

BEATTY 
Rio Rancho 

RENO/SPARKS 
Cedar Lodge RV Park 

Chism Tra iler Park 

Four Seasons RV Park 

Green Acre s Trailer Pk. 

HIII·Top Bonanza RV Pk. 

R & R Camperiand* 

Reno/ Sparks KOA 

Tik i Village 

United CGs. of Reno 

CARSON CITY 
Camp N Town 

Carson Hot Springs 

Oasis Tra iler Haven 

Snedaker's Comstock 

GARDNERVILLE 
Holbrook Station RV Pk, 

Washoe Tribe CG. 

643-1222 3440 LV B lvd. N., NLV 

649-1681 3227 C'v'c Cen .. NLV 

643-329 1 3640 LV Blvd. N .. NLV 

451 -8005 3890 S. NelliS Blvd. 

451 -5527 4315 Boulder Hwy. 

457-3606 3660 Boulder Hwy. 

457-8700 2200 Palm 

293-2540 Boulder Beach 

565-8956 

394-4066 

394-4040 

767-34001 

754-3245' Kalherine 

297-1464 

767-33 I I , 

397-2364 479 S. Main SI. 

553-2238 V. ml. N. on U.S. 95 

323-144 7 12765 S. Virginia 

322-2281 1300 W. 2nd 

853-1423 13109 S. Virg in ia 

825.()489 501 W. Moana 

329-9624 4800 Sloliz 

358-8533 1405 S. Rock. Sparks 

32:3-1447 600 Newport 

825-1507 1 'h mi. S. on U.S. 395 

329'()688 2220 Clearacre 

883-1123 2438 N. Carson 

882-9863 1500 HOlspnngs Rd. 

882-1375 4550 S. Carson 

882-24 45 5400 S. Carson 

266-3434 Hwys 395 & 208 

782-5969 6 ml. S. on U.S. 395 

19 none $8 

47 none $8.4 5 vvv 
65 40' $7 vvvv 

300 40' $1 0.60 

320 40' $10.75 

160 40' $7 

135 40' $10 

80 40' $7.50 v v 
20 30' $6 v v v 
56 none $4 v v v 

6 none $8 v v 
14 none $6.50 v v 

33 none $6.50 v v v v 
75 none $8 v v v v 
18 none $6.50 v v v v 

145 40' $6 

18 none $7 v 

35 35' $9 

50 35' $9 

36 40' $10 

27 35' $8.50 

79 40' $9.17 vv 
164 35' $9 

230 40' $9 vvvv 
14 35' $9 

110 35' $9 vvvv 

74 none $8.50 vvvvv 
30 none $4 

18 none $7.35 

50 32' $9 

45 65' $8 

25 35' n/a · 



Where to pull in your rig when a long day's journey turns 
to night. By Marie Ramsey and Roger Smith 

that hotel can' t- pla yground for children, 
handy laundry room , groceries, ga oline and 
freedom from the congestion. At lake Tahoe, 
Topaz, Mead and Mohave are parks with 
space hardly a ca t from the water. At mo t 
parks, at lea t, campers are ju t a step away 
from the great evada outdoors. 

Some parks and campground s d on' t allow 
pet , and a few are reserved for adults. So 
when calling for re e rvati ons-alwa y a good 
idea but eldom nece ary-a k about re-

Name 

LAKE TAHOE 
Fallen Leaf Lodge CG. t 

KOA of S. Lake Tahoe 

Meeks Bay Resortt 

Tahoe Pines Campground 

Tahoe Valley Campground 

FALLON 
Hub Totel 

HAWTHORNE 
Cornell ' s Walker Lake CG. 

Frontier RV Park 

SILVER SPRINGS 
J & L Mobile Park 

Sliver Springs Trlr_ Pk. 

TOPAZ LAKE 
Topaz Lake Marina 

VERDI 
River Bend RV Park 

WELLINGTON 
Wellington Station Resort 

ELY 
KOA of Ely 

ELKO 
KOA of Elko 

Shangri-La RV Park 

LOVELOCK 
Brookwood Motel 

Lovelock KOA 

WELLS 
Crested Acres KOA 

Trout Creek CG. 

WILDHORSE 
Wifdhorse Resort 

WINNEMUCCA 
KOA Kampground 

Westerner Lodge 

' -week minimum stay 

Phone 

541-3366" 

577-3693" 

525-7242--

577-1653--

541 -2222--

867-3636 

945-2906 

945-2733 

577-2715 

577-2750 

266-3236 

345-0574 

465-2565 

289-3413 

738-6898 

738-8733 

273-2438 

273-2276 

752-3557 

752-3802 

NF 6472 

623-5799 

623-2907 

triction . There won' t be many, and you can 
look forward to your top-overs more com­
fortably. evada 's area code is 702. 

I :1 " " " II ,g 
c: -c: .. 

Max = " .. " No. RV B • • lc o " :: e • '" -Location Units Size Fee .. c: 
QQ .S! o.S 

S end Fallen Leal Lake 37 22' $7 v , , 
US 50. S 01 Meyers 70 38' $15.75 , v 
West shore 28 none n/a ' v , , 
Tahoe City 80 none n/a vv v 
S Lake Tahoe 300 none $1350 v , v 

3 ml W on u.s. 50 45 42' S7 ,'v v 

12ml.NEonUS 95 26 none $8 " v 
5th & L SL 40 none 57 v v 

5th SL & U.S 95A 7 none 56.50 " v 
4515 U.S. 50 West 5 none $7 

20 mi. S 01 Gardnerville t 5 none S8 vvv 

Oid US. 40 off 1-80 60 28' n/a v 

1 ml. E. on Hwy 3 18 none $6 vv 

3 mi. S on U.S 93 n/a none 510 v ,, v v v 

'h ml N on Hwy6 off i-80 56 40' S850 , , vvv 
1400 ML City Hwy 160 50' S7 .58 v v \ 

West end 01 town 37 none $9 " v 
East end 01 town 79 none S9 v v v ,, 

3'h mi. W on 1-80 200 none 5950 v v ,, v v 
8 ml W on 1-80 n/a none $7 v " v 

65 ml N 01 Elko 25 none $750 

1 'h ml E. on 1-80 131 none $1025 , 
800 E 4th SL 25 none S7 \ v 

" -916 area code t -602 area code I-no pets 

EARN 

INTEREST 
(OR UP TO 3'12% OVER 

THE PRIME RATE) 

That's right , American 
I nvestors can offer you 
20% INTEREST on your 
SAVINGS secured by short 
term LOANS on appreciat­
ing Nevada property 
Maximize the return on 
your savings. Keep ahead 
of inflation . 
Talk to American. 

AN IDEAL 
INVESTMENT 
FOR: 

• INDIVIDUALS 
• TRUSTS 
• PENSION AND 

PROFIT 
SHARING 
PLANS 

AI~ 
AMERICAN 
INVESTORS 

"PEOPLE YOU 
CAN TALK TO" 

347 South Wells Avenue 
Reno, NV 89502 

786-1633 

1600 E, Desert Inn Road 
Las Vegas, NV 89109 

732-3506 
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GREETINGS! 
You are on the trail 

to Pick Hobson's 
friendly fun centers! 

Lake Topaz Lodge 
8 Casino 

(702) 266-3339 

MOTEL - SWIMMING POOL 
RECREATION FACILITIES 

DUMP STATION _ HORSESHOE PITS 
24-HR RESTAURANT 

GENEROUS SLOTS - CRAPS 
TWENTY-ONE - ROULETIE 
POPULAR PRICED DRINKS 

And in Reno, don't miss 
THE RIVERSIDE HOTEL 

& CASINO 
(702) 786-4400 
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Sagebrush Gourmet 

T he landmark sign on South Virginia 
Street boasts "Best Darn Food in Nevada." 

That may have been closer to the truth for the 
Liberty Belle 20 years ago, but if customer 
loyalty counts foranything, the venerable restau­
rant and saloon (some will insist saloon with 
food) still deserves five stars. It is the most 
popular eatery in the Reno area. 

The building stands alone on Reno's main 
traffic route. Built of wood and with wagons on 
the roof, it looks a little tacky, but in a tourist town 
that's nosin. And once inside you're struck by the 
impression that not much has changed since 
beer was a nickel. The walls and ceilings are a 
clutter of antique signs, guns and mixed memo­
rabilia. The ornate back bar and Victorian chan­
deliers are imposing, and it's obvious the Liberty 
Belle is not a " theme" restaurant contrived to 
look authentic. 

Mercifully, there is no lounge entertainment­
there's no lounge. No ferns or piano bar, either. 
For diversion there are about a dozen antique 
slot machines separating the drinkers from the 
eating crowd. Locals who normally stay clear of 
casinos seem to feel obliged to pull some 
handles at the Liberty Belle. Tradition. But don't 
get the idea that this is just a hangout for old 
cronies. It's a family place that welcomes thou­
sands of out-of-towners who make the Liberty 
Belle a regular stop when visiting Reno. 

A lot of the Liberty Belle's success owes to its 
being a family operat ion, skillfully overseen by 
Marshall and Frank Fey. Marsh and Frank are 
grandsons of Charles Fey, inventor'of the world's 
first one-armed bandit. Known as the Liberty 
Bell, the mach ine is on display at the Feys' Reno 
establishment. One of the brothers is usually 
pouring the libations and chitchatting like any 
good barkeep. 

Oh, yes. They say this column should mention 
food. O.K, it's good, there's enough and it's 
reasonably priced (lunch about $4, dinner up to 
$10). The food used to be more plentiful and 
cheaper, but the Fey brothers have managed to 
preserve quality without socking it to you. 

The menu offers no surprises-seafood, chick­
en, nicely messy ribs, steaks and incredibly good 
prime rib. The vegetable selection is easy: baked 
potato orthick fries. Salad is easy, too. Thegreen 
salad looks like a whole head of lettuce, but I 
suggest the superior leafy spinach garnished 
with bacon bits and egg and liberally seasoned 
with piquant dressing. Ifs simple fare, but this 
gourmand has never left hungry or unsatisfied in 
a dozen years. There is a modest wine list that is 
adequate for a meat and potato meal. Lunch is 
dished up cafeteria style and features mostly 
sandwiches and a few hot entrees. Regulars eat 
lunch at the bar. 

The Liberty Belle is definitely off lim its for 
intimate dining. On weekends, the place is 
packed, and they don' t take reservations. So 
plan to hang around the bar for as much as an 
hour-that's part of the fun. Noise levels can 
equal those of a Brazilian soccer match, and the 
only defense is to join in and talk louder and have 
a better time than the folks at the next table. 

- John Bardwell 

The Uberty Bel/e, 4259 S. Virginia (U.S. 395), 
Reno. 11 a.m.-11 p.m. daily. Major credit cards. 
No reservations. 

A diner's guide to 
the Silver State. 

Following is a seleclive gUide to reader-approved 
Nevada restaurants whose advertisements ap­
pear In this section. BeSides descriptions of 
menu and atmosphere. the listings Include prices. 
hours and other details for your convenience. If 
you have any comments on the establishments 
listed. drop us a line at Nevada MagaZine. Sage­
brush Gourmet. Capitol Complex. Carson City. 
NV.897tO. 

BAGEL DELI 
1091 S. Virginia at Bagel Alley 
Reno. 322-9458 
" Home of the Stuffed Bagel" and Reno's only 
Bagel Factory and Kosher Style Delicatessen. As 
the winner of Nevada State Journal's award , " Best 
Oddball Food Treat," thiS restaurant fea tures 16 
different varieties of bagels (sesame, onion, onion­
garlic, cinnamon apple, cheese, etc.) baked fresh 
daily. Bagel Deli offers 14 d ifferent varie ties of 
homemade cream c heeses, including avocado, 
date-walnut, strawberry and lalapeno pepper. 
Kosher style meats include hot pastrami, corned 
beef and turkey. The combinations for sand­
wiches are end less and all of the above may be 
combined to fo rm an omelette of your dreams! 
Best homemade spicy c hili in the West. Cafeteria 
style or counter service. Eat a little or eat a lot 
for a little. Don't miss this treat. Open Tues.-Fri., 8-
4:30; Sat., 8:30-4:30. WE DELIVER. 

CATTLEMEN'S 
Hwy. 395. Washoe Valley 
Between Reno and Carson City. 849-1500 
A Ranch-style restaurant. the cozy Cattlemen's 
offers excellent meals at a moderate price. The 
special sirloin steak dinner is a popular and good 
buy. Currently $6.45. thiS dinner Includes a baked 
potato, salad, bread. ranch-style beans, sirloin 
steak and a glass of wine. Other entrees range 
from a simple hamburger steak to filet mignon 
and lobster. The Alaska king crab is deliCIOUS! 
Open seven days a week for dinner from 5 p.m. 
No·reservatlons. AE. MC. VISA. 

LIB'ERTY BELLE SALOON & RESTAURANT 
4250 South Virginia 
Reno. 825-1776 
See John Bardwell's editorial thiS page 

LOUIS' BASQUE CORNER 
301 E. 4th Street 
Reno. 323-7203 
Louis' res taurant offers a warm, unhurned atmos­
phere that hints of yes terday. Master chefs pre­
pare genuine Basque cuisine such as Tripes 
Callos, Poulet a la Basquaise, Paella, Boeuf 
Bourguignon, and entrees Including Coq au Vln 
(chicken in red wine sauce), Lapin Chasseur 
(hunter's rabbit). and Ris de Veau (sweetbreads) 
as well as many other delicious French and 
Spanish Basque dishes all served family style 
with complimentary wine. You can enloy a famous 
picon punch, cafe royal or perhaps an Izarra or 
choose from LOUIS' extensive wine list. Basque 
culture IS reflected In the pottery, artifacts and 
pic tures from the Pyrenees which grace the walls 



of the two traditional dining rooms. Louis and 
Lorraine Erregulble host many special dinners 
and parties in this authentic Basque restaurant. 
Ample free parking. Lunch: Mon.-Fri., 11 :30-1 :30; 
Dinner nightly at 6 p.m. All major credit cards 
accepted. 

MINER'S CAFE AND SPECIALTY HOUSE 
Comstock Hotel and Casino 
Second and West Street 
Reno. 329-1 880 
The decor of this 24-hour cafe is a colorlul and 
faithful reproduction of the Virginia City of the 
1800s when silver was pouring out of her mines. 
Photos of the Comstock diggings cover the 
souvenir type menu and the bill of fare is literally a 
page from the past with tasty entrees honoring 
bygone mining pioneers. Located on the mezza­
nine is the Specialty House Restaurant featuring 
Chicken Cordon Blue, Idaho Rainbow Trout and 
the Comstock's famous 1-lb. New York Steak 
dinner with all the trimmings for $5.99. The 
Miner's Cafe and Specialty House IS open 24 
hours daily. AE, MC, VISA. 

RAPSCALLION SEAFOOD HOUSE & BAR 
1555 S. Wells Avenue 
Reno. 323-1211 
This Rapscallion is unique and different and 
possibly will remind you of the tradition of excel­
lence that existed long ago in the restaurants of 
the San Francisco waterlront. The bar is lively, 
mostly because it is one of the favorite watering 
holes for locals. The antique gas lamp, the color­
ful stained glass, and the whiskey boxes create 
an atmosphere that draws you in for a cocktail. 
The Rapscallion , which has earned a reputation 
for being Reno's official seafood house, offers 
20 to 30 choices of fresh food dishes. Old­
fashioned attention to detail by the service people 
IS something not found much today and will be 
appreciated. Lunch: Tues.-Fri ., 11 :30-2:30; Dinner: 
Nightly at 5:30 p.m. MC, VISA. Reservations sug­
gested. 

TOPAZ LODGE AND CASINO 
Hwy. 395 at Topaz Lake. 266-3339 
Pick Hobson's Topaz Lodge & Casino IS truly a 
family fun center with outdoor and Indoor activity 
to please any family member. Boasting a fabu­
lous Friday night seafood buffet, with fine dining 
throughout the week, every table IS situated for ItS 
own panoramic view of beautiful Topaz Lake. So If 
It'S hunting, fishing, or Nevada-style entertain­
ment, there's always a treat In store and more at 
Pick Hobson's Topaz Lodge. No reservations. 
MC. VISA. 

STAR HOTEL 
245 Silver (at Third) 
Elko. 738-9925 
The Star Hotel was bUilt in 1909 as a boarding­
house for Basque sheepherders and ranchers. 
Today the Star Hotel stili houses sheepherders, 
but it IS also an ex1raordinary family-style restau­
rant specializing in hearty meals , European style. 
Hosts Joe and Anita Sarasua suggest you start 
your dinner with a picon punch (which does pack 
a punch). Then enter the dining room to order 
your entre of either steak, seafood , chicken or 
specialty dishes like oxtails and roasted bits of 
lamb prepared with onion and red pimientos. Or 
on Fridays try the chefs special of lobster, baca­
lao or rice and clams (when in season). Your 
dinner will Include an ample supply of soup, 
salad (With a speCial dressing), entree, vege­
tables, beans, spaghetti, french fries with ice 
cream or sherbet for dessert. The Star Hotel olfers 
fine and plentiful fare. Dinners only: 5-9 :30 p.m. 
Closed Sundays. No reservations. No credit cards. 

YOUR CHOICE OF 
1 lb. New York Steak 

~.~ 

Chicken Cordon Bleu 
~.~ 

Rainbow Trout 
A1mondine 

EXCELLENT 
FAMILY STYLE 

BASQUE 
RESTAURANT 
STAR * HOTEL 

Dining Room 

European Style Food 
Specializing in 

our Famous Steaks 

ELKO, NEVADA 
ON THE CORNER 

OF 3rd AND SILVER 
(702) 738-9925 

ROOMS RENTED 

Dinner 5-9:30. Closed Sunday 

301 EAST FOURTH STREET 
F P ric ' Jult 3 Blod< I C .. ·nos 

IIUTHENnc BIISQUE FOODS 

WHY 
I..oOK 

FuRTHER? 

Steaks. Lobster. Ribs 
Lamb. Banquets. Drinks 

Prime Rib 

849-1500 
Halfway between Carson and Reno 

55S Highway 395, South Washoe Valley 
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Cowboy Shorty 
Shorty Hollis may not be the Marlboro 

Man, but he sure knows cowboy country. 
By Richard Menzies 

J
ames "Shorty" Holli i n't your 
average run-of-the-range buckaroo. 
In a trade noted for turnover and 

repl te with drifters, Shorty's a rather tall 
exception; la t year he celebrated his 
50th year in the employ of the arne 
northern Nevada ranch. 

"I figure if a feller's ati fied, well, 
what in the world's the use of runnin' all 
over the country, workin' from one job to 
another and just driftin ' " he explains, 
drawing on a pipeful of Prince Albert. 
"But if you stay in one place, why, you get 
a good reputation and you make a lot of 
friends. And I like thi part of the 
country, and it' a good outfit to work for. 
It always has been." 

Shorty's outfit is Bill Wright's Mary' 
River Ranch, orne 200 square miles of 
sagebrush sprawling acro north rn Elko 
County. Specifically, Shorty tends a com­
fortable log and tucco cabin on the old 
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Grock homestead, everal mile from th 
main ranch house and pretty much out of 
earshot from the re t of the world . In the 
yard are feed troughs and dozen of 
coffee can planted in geraniums and 
petunias; wafting from the kitchen i th 
aroma of homemade apple pie, a di h for 
which the proprietor i locally famous . A 
genial man whose vocabulary contain no 
tronger word than "go h," cowboy 

Shorty isn't exactly Madison Avenue's 
vision of the Marlboro Man, and he 
probably couldn't find work acting in a 
Coor beer commercial. 

Shorty's origin are, in fact, east of the 
Missi ippi. Born 70 years ago in Green­
field, Ohio, he wa the n xt-to-youngest 
in a family of nine children. His Dutch­
English father was a farmer and a stern 
disciplinarian of the old school who 
didn't believe in paring the rod or 
spoiling the child. But when Shorty got a 

licking at the age of 15, he decided he was 
too old to be panked and promptly did 
what any red-blooded American kid 
would do-he ran away to Peoria and 
joined up with a wild we t show. 

For a summer Shorty wrestled steers 
and rode bareback, moving from town to 
town with just a few coins in his pocket 
and little to hi name but the be pangled 
shirt on his back. Like the circuit carnival, 
however, th traveling rodeo attracted its 
share of unsavory characters and pick­
pockets, and Shorty had a tough time of it 
just keeping track of hi equin . So the 
following spring he took a job with Otto 
Bible, who wrangled wild mu tang for 
rodeo stock at a remote ranch at Lo t 
Springs, Wyoming. Hollis found the work 
more to his liking and tayed on to 
become a full-time cowboy. It wa aloin 
Wyoming he picked up the nickname 
Shorty-not because he was particularly 
short, he ay, but becau e the other 
hands were so tall. Deserved or not, the 
name tuck. 

After a few years Shorty grew weary 
of the harsh Wyoming winters and 
moved on to northern evada, where he 
was hired on the 20th of May, 1931, by 
Bill Wright, then manager of the Marble 
Ranch. The Great Depr ion wa on and 
hi starting pay was just $30 a month, but 
for Shorty, life on the open range was 
anything but depressing. 

"It wa a great life, and it was sure a 
happy-go-lucky outfit," he recall . "It wa 
all young fellers and they was ju t all full 
of pep and always pullin' joke on one 
another. You'd go to go to bed at night, 
and you didn't know what you wa gonna 
find in your bed. The Marbles, they ran 
around 10,000 head of cattle when I first 
come down from Wyoming, and there 
wasn't no fence a'tall. Everybody rode 
together, becau e it wa all wide open 
country. We'd pull out around the first of 
May, and we never come in till Thank -
giving." 

Shorty rode for 15 year and might be 
riding the range yet, had it not been for a 
kitti h colt he mounted one cold morn­

ing at the Cro Ranch. When he put his 
spur to him, the hor e reared up and fell 
over backward, pinning his rider against 
a cedar fence po t. When Shorty came to, 
he wa paralyzed from the hip down. 

"I was in the ho pital two month with 
that. They had doctor up from Reno, and 
they ju t had their doubts whether I was 
ever gonna walk again or not. But I was 
young, and they used heat lamp on me, 
and every day they'd pack me into the 
bathtub, and they'd keep arunnin' hot 
water on me, and just pert near cooked 
me alive. nd that' the way they healed 
my back." 

Shorty went back to riding the follow­
ing ummer, but his injury pain d his 
back and preyed on his mind. So that fall 
he quit the wagon and took up ranching, 
addling up only occasionally during 



round-up time. Then about 13 years ago 
another horse bucked on him, sending 
him back to the hospital for another two 
months with a cracked pelvis. Shorty 
hasn't looked at a horse since. 

These days Shorty spends his summers 
irrigating hay fields and mending fences. 
At calving time in the spring he plays 
midwife to pregnant cows and weans 
leppies-calves abandoned by their moth­
ers. In the winter, the dirt road leading to 
the main ranch is closed and Shorty is left 
alone except for his dog and two cats, his 
only link to the outside an old-fashioned 
crank telephone connected to a wire that 
doubles, and probably exceeds, as a 
fence. When it snows, his provisions of 
coffee, flour and Crisco are dropped in by 
airplane. 

About once a week during good 
weather, Shorty fires up his '59 Ford and 
drives to Wells, but he rarely stays long. 

"They have the Golden Rule store 
there and two grocery stores and a drug­
store. They have about everything a feller 
wants to buy in there, and not braggin' 
any, I've sure got lots of friends. I've got 
people there in Wells tell me, Anytime 
you wanna retire, you just come in and 
we've got a nice room fixed up, and you 
don't have to pay any rent. But one day 
in Wells is enough for me. That place, it'd 
drive ya nuts. The doctor wants me to 
retire, but I don't think I'd live any time if 
I retired ." 
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Shorty Hollis prefers ranch life. " One 
day in Wells is enough for me." 

Another move Shorty isn't planning to 
make any day soon is marriage. A life­
long bachelor, he confesses he's been 
engaged a couple of times, "but that's as 
far as that goes." Not that he isn't the 

romantic type, but as the only single son 
in the family, he always felt it was his 
duty to send money home. 

"So I just kept puttin' these girls off, 
puttin' 'em off, and they got disgusted 
with me and married somebody else. But 
I figured my folks come first. I knew I 
could never repay 'em what they went 
through to do without clothes and every­
thing else to send us kids to school half­
way decent." 

Shorty's folks and all but two of his 
brothers have since passed away. In years 
past he used to spend his winter vaca­
tions visiting in Ohio, but the climate 
doesn't agree with him, and he doubts 
he'll be going back. 

"My kid brother and his wife, they 
been out here three times. And then my 
brother in Indiana, he was out here once, 
and then my brother-in-law and his kids 
a year ago. They thought it was quite a 
desert-Iookin' country beside Ohio. That's 
a farmin' country, everything green all 
the time, but boy, they can have Ohio. I 
don't want nothin' to do with it. This is 
more like home, out here, than that ever 
was back there. 'Cause even when I was a 
kid goin' to school, I always read western 
stories and stuff like that. It was always 
my dream to go West. And boy, I come 
West." 0 

Richard Menzies is a roving Nevada corre­
spondent based somewhere in Utah. 
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Desert In 
Flower 

Close-ups of springtime in Red Rock Country. 

Each year in spring and early 
summer the plants of the desert 
show their colors. Here widely­
traveled California photographer 
Jeff Gnass focuses on two 
examples of nature's refinement 
in the Red Rock Canyon area 
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Photographs by Jeff Gnass 

west of Las Vegas. Below is the 
striking mirabilis, or four o'clock 
plant. The four o'clock can be 
seen in hills and mesas 
throughout the Southwest. 
Appropriately, its showy flowers 
open in the afternoon. On the 

right Gnass captures the intricate 
beauty of the twin pod. The name 
comes from the two-part pods of 
this short, curious plant, which is 
only about six inches high and 
grows in the high desert. 





THE NEVADA CALENDAR by Roger Smith 

Rites of Spring 
Two slouch-hatted, chaps-clad cowpokes pace 
toward each other. Suddenly they draw. Pistols 
boom. One clutches his chest and falls carefully 
forward onto the white line on the asphalt of 
Main Street. Car horns honk and sidewalk spec­
tators cheer in response. The winner waves; the 
loser gets up and trudges off, to be killed again 
later. 

In spring a rural Nevada town's fancy turns to 
festivals. You can watch new-western gunfights, 
cowchipfl inging competit ions. mucking and drill ­
ing contests. firef ighting races. feats of strength 
and the zaniest shenanigans in the Great Basin. 

There's no better way to enjoy true Nevada 
fun than to attend one of the eight town celebra­
tions taking place in the cow counties th is spring. 
The fun begins with Hawthorne Armed Forces 
Day on May' 5 and continues with Tonopah's 
Jim Butler Days. May 27 -3' , and Caliente Home­
coming, May 28-3' . Elko's Western Fest ival runs 
June 4-5, Carson Valley Days in Minden and 
Gardnerville on June' 0-' 3, Well 's Crazy Daze 
on June' 2-' 3, Winnemucca's Basque Festival 
on June' 2-' 3 and the Lamoille Country Fair on 
June 27. If you prefer merriment en masse, the 
Elks Helldorado Days in Las Vegas, May 28-June 
6, and the Reno Rodeo on June' 8-27 (see page 
35) are the state's biggest rodeo-centric festi­
vals. 

In addit ion to specialty events that recall 
Nevada traditions. most town celebrations fea­
ture parades, arts and crafts, events for kids. 
races, sales. BBQs. dancing and daredevil stunts. 
Whether you're a spectator, partyer or athlete, 
you' ll find plenty to t ickle your fancy as Nevada 
towns welcome in the warm weather. 
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Ancient Arts Gallery & Museum, 10am-6pm 
Mon.-Sat. 4761 Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas, 
info. 798-8803 
Hfstoric and Cuftural Tours, Las Vegas, info. 
382-7198 
Hfstorlc artifacts on d isplay, Southern Nevada 
Museum, Henderson. and UNLV Museum of 
Natural History. Las Vegas 
Nevada Museum of Historical Documents, 
Mon.-Sun .. 3200 Las Vegas Blvd. So., Las Vegas, 
731 -0785 
las Vegas Mormon Fort Tours, Tues.-Sun. 
Burk Gal'ry, 10-5 Mon.-Sat., western artists, in­
clud ing works by Clill Segerblom, John Hilton, 
Don Putman, Don Ely anj Carol Harding. 400 
Nevada Highway, Boulder City 

MAY 

Antiques Auction, 4/ 30-2 . Riviera Hotel Con­
vention Complex, Las Vegas, info. 382-2466 
UNlVv. San Francisco, 1, baseball , 5pm, UN LV 
Las Vegas 
" Solid Gold Cadillac," 1-2, Las Vegas Commu­
nity Theatre, 8pm Sat. & 2pm Sun .. Whipple 
Cultura l Center, Las Vegas 
Desert Motorcycle Tour, 5/ 1/82-3/31 /83 , a 10-
month buzz about the Southwest, info. Vegas 
Wings, 736-3145 
Gin Rummy Tournament, 2, Troplcana Hotel, 
Las Vegas 
Poetry Contest, 2, Boulder City Literary Arts 
Assoc .. info. 293-4679 
Photo Exhibit ion, 2-28, Ed ... .'ard Sheriff Curtis, 
Whipple Cultural Center, Las Vegas 
Far East Meets Southwest, 2-28, watercolors & 
pottery by Richard Simas & Nancy Hampton. 
Whipple Cultural Center, Las Vegas 
Dick Ferris Open Golf Tournament, 3, Tropi­
cana Country Club, Las Vegas 
UNlV v. UNR, 4, baseba ll , 5pm, UNLV, Las 
Vegas 

Mrs. America Pageant, 7 Las Vegas Hillon 
" Goldthroat," 7-9, 14-16, 21 -23, Rainbow Com­
pany Ch ildren's Theatre, 7pm Fri., 2pm Sat. & 
Sun., Whipple Cultural Center, Las Vegas 
UNlV v. S. Utah State, 8 , baseball , 5pm, UN LV, 
Las Vegas 
las Vegas Symphon ic Orchestra , 9, Ham Ha ll, 
2pm, UNLV, Las Vegas 
Romantic Part Song, 9, Musical Arts Singers, 
3pm, Charleston Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas 
Dance-Food Festival, 9, Filipino-American 
Assoc. of Nevada, Las Vegas Convention Center, 
info. 733-2335 
Greek Food Festival , 9, Sahara Space Center. 
Boulder City, Info. 293-1824 
" The Chalk Garden," 11 captioned film, 7pm, 
Flamingo Library, Las Vegas 
las Vegas Chamber Players, 13, Ham Hall , 
8pm, UNLV. Las Vegas 
" Dark at the Top of the Sta i rs," 13-6/ 12, Las 
Vegas Little Theatre, 8 :30pm Thurs.-Sat., with 3pm 
matinees 5/ 16 & 6/6 
Artwork VII Festival , 15-16,arts & crafts , park art 
for ch ildren, entertainment, 10am-6pm. Jaycee 
Park. Las Vegas 
" Man In the Glass Booth," 16, film, 2pm, 
Flamingo Library, Las Vegas 
Ant ique Gun Show, 20, Tropicana Hote l, Las 
Vegas 
Skl-a-thon , 22, 200-mile ski racing course, from 
Echo Bay to Hemenway Harbor to Grand Canyon 
and back to Echo Bay, all on Lake Mead. Ameri­
can Cancer Soc iety benefit . info. 873-5517 
European Flea Market, 22-23. Las Vegas Con­
vention Center, 9am-6pm 

Riding the Wave 
The West's best glider pilots will soar over 
the Douglas County Airport near Minden 
when the Soaring Society of America holds 
its Region XI Championships there on May 
22-30. Float ing up to 18,000 feet on a huge 
wrinkle of warm air called the Mountain 
Wave, pilots must fly a set course for time. 
But the competition looks more like a slow 
ballet than a race. The main contest will 
take place on the weekends, but there wil l 
be rides available and banquets through­
out the week. 

Earning Your Wings 
Desert the c ities and tour the desert on 
your motorcycle with the Vegas Wings. 
Their marathon Desert Tour begins May 1 
in Las Vegas and includes 36 stops in 
Nevada, Utah, Arizona and California. If you 
visit 20 of the stops within 11 months, 
taking pictures to prove you've visited them, 
you' ll earn an offic ial Vegas Wings finisher's 
pin for your riding jacket For more informa­
tion and reg istration forms write to Vegas 
Wings, 5572 S. Eastern Ave., las Vegas, NV. 
89119 or call 736-3145. 

So. Nevada 4 -H All Sliver Open Horse Show, 
22-23, Horseman's Park, 6pm, Las Vegas 
Nevada String Quartet, 23, Flamingo Library, 
2pm, Las Vegas 
Caliente Homecoming, 28-31 boxcar museum 
dedication, rodeo, kids' day, carnival , dance, 
BBO, art show, contests & races, Rose & Dixon 
memorial parks. info. 726-3399 
Elks Helldorado, 28-6/ 6, rodeo, BBO, art show, 
parades, carnival, exhibits, week-long celebra­
tion, Las Vegas Convention Center, 733-2335 or 
385-1221 
Bottom Dollar Off- Road Race, 29-30, BBO Sat., 
car race Sun., Southern Nevada Off-Road Enthu­
siasts, info. 876-0371 
Science Fiction Illustrations, 30-6/25, oils & 
acryl ics by Pau l Farkas, Charleston Heights Arts 
Center, Las Vegas 
Nevada Watercolor Society Exhibition, 30-
6/25, Wh ipple Cultural Center, Las Vegas 
$150,000 Sahara Summer Blackjack Classic, 
31 -6/3, Sahara Hotel, Las Vegas 

JUNE 

World Series of Tavern Pool , 1-9, Caesars 
Palace. Las Vegas 
" DarkattheTopofthe Stairs," 1-12, LasVegas 
lillie Theatre, 8:30pm Thurs.-Sat., with 3pm mati­
nee on 6th 
" To Kill a Mockingbird," 4-5, Rainbow Company 
Children'S Theatre, 8pm, Charleston Heights Arts 
Center, Las Vegas 
" Hello Dolly," 1 0-13, musical , Las Vegas Com­
munityTheatre, 8pm Fri. & Sat.,2pm Sun., Whipple 
Cultura l Center, Las Vegas 
larry Holmes v. Jerry Cooney, 11 WBC heavy­
weight boxing championship, Caesars Palace, 
Las Vegas 
" To Kill a Mockingbird," 11-13, RainbowCom­
pany Children's Theatre, 8pm Fri. & Sat., 2pm 
Sun., Charleston Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas 
Handicap Bowling Tournament, 14-18, Show­
boat Hotel, Las Vegas 
" Romeo & Juliet," 15, captioned fi lm, 7pm, 
Flamingo Library, Las Vegas 
Big Band Festival, 17-20, Sands Hotel, Las 
Vegas, info. 733-5000 
" Hello Dolly," 17-20, musical, Las Vegas Com­
munity Theatre, 8pm, Whipple Cultural Center, 
Las Vegas 
" To Kill a Mockingbird, " 18-20, Rainbow Com­
pany Ch ildren'S Theatre, 8pm Fri. & Sat., 2pm 
Sun., Charleston Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas 
NSHA Region 5 Open tiorse Show, 19-20, 
Horseman's Park, 6pm, Las Vegas 
International Food Festival , 19-20, Las Vegas 
Convention Center, info. 733-2335 
" Sabrina ," 20, film, 2pm, Flamingo Library, Las 
Vegas 

(Continued on luxl page) 
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" Hello Dolly," 25-26, musical, Las Vegas Com­
munity Theatre, 2pm Fri. & 8pm Sat.. Whipple 
Cultural Center, Las Vegas 
Music from Broadway Shows, 27 Musical Arts 
Chorus, 3pm, Charleston Heights Arts Center, 
Las Vegas 
Nevada String Quartet, 27 Flamingo Library, 
2pm, Las Vegas 
Isaac Shamsun-Din: Image Maker, 27-7/23, 
portraits, Charleston Heights Arts Center, Las 
Vegas 

ONGOING EVENTS 

Berlin-Ichthyosaur State Park, tours of fossil 
house displaying ancient sea lizards, daily at 
lOam, 2pm & 4pm 

MAY 

Ely Amateur Golf Tournament, t 5- t 6, White 
Pine Golf Course, Ely, Info. 289-4095 
Jim Butler Days, 27-31 mucking & drilling state 
championships, arm wrestling, arts & crafts show, 
parade (lOam Sat.), dances evenings (8pm), kan­
garoo court, liar's contest. beard contest, 62-mile 
run, gunslinger shootouts, horseshoes, raffle, 
townwide celebration. Tonopah, info. 482-3558 

JUNE 

State Bantam & Junior League Bowling Tour­
nament, 12-13, 19-20, 26-27 Sunset Lanes, Ely, 
info. 289-8811 
American Bashkir Curly Horse Convention , 
18-20, horse show & performance, Bristlecone 
Convention Center, Ely, Info. 289-3720 
Stargazing, 26 , Berlin- Ichthyosaur State Park, 
dusk-II pm, 20 miles east of Gabbs off Nevada 
844 

MAY 

Nevada Federation of Women's Clubs, 1-2, 
Convention Center, Elko 
U,S. Army Band, 4. Convention Center, 8pm, 
Elko 
Cactus Pete' s Air Race, 22 , Seallle, WA. to 
Jackpot 
Sagebrush Spinners Square Dance, 14 , fea­
luring caller Stan Burdick. Grammar School No 
2. Elko, in fo. 738-3666 
High School Band Concert, 19. COllvenlion 
Cente r, 8pm, Elko 
Sagebrush Spinners Square Dance, 29, fea­
turing caller Ron Welsh. Grammar School No 2. 
Elko. info. 738-3666 

JUNE 

Western Festival, 4-5. danCing. races. gunsling­
er shootouts, demonstralions, hot air balloons. 
kangaroo court. townwide celebration In Elko. 
info. 738-7135 
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Advance to the Nearest Railroad 
At the V&T Railroad Museum in Carson City, steam engines and cars-some dating from the 
Comstock mining era-look ready to roll. Visitors can explore the elegance that mining 
tycoons once enjoyed and watch some of the 21 pieces of rolling stock being restored. 
Beginning Memorial Day weekend, the museum on South Carson Street will be open on 
weekends and major holidays. At Virginia City, from Memorial Day weekend through 
September, railroad buffs can ride the V&T tracks to Tunnel No.4 in Gold Hill on old No. 29, a 
steam locomotive similar to those used during the V&T's heyday in the 1880s. For kids, 
miniature trains haul passengers around Carson City's Mills Park April through October. 

High School Rodeo, 5-6. Spring Creek Horse 
Palace. Elko 
Gem-Mineral-Art Show, 11 13. Cactus Pete's 
Convention Center, Jackpot 
Crazy Daze, 12- t 3. business sales, Wells. Info. 
752-3328 
Basque Festival , 12-13. parade. endurance & 
strength contests. dancing BBO fairgrounds. 
Winnemucca, Info. 623-2225 
Sagebrush Spinners Square Dance, 22. fea­
tUring musIc & calling by Dave & Bonnie Harry, 
Grammar School No 2, Elko, Info 738-3666 
Lamoille Country Fair, 27 arts & crafts. food & 
fun. 20 miles sou theast of Elko on Hwy 227 

ONGOING EVENTS 

Dayton Flea Market, weekends 
Nevada State Museum, 8:30·4 30 Wed Sun .. 
Carson City 
Churchill County Museum, 9-5 Mon -Sa l Pho­
tographs & MemOries. Fallon 
Lyon County Museum, 10-4 Sat.. 14 Sun .. 
histOriC arllfacts. Yerington 
St. Phillip' s Center Gallery, 2-6 Wed -Mon .. art 
exhibits, Hawthorne 
Nevada Artists Assn. Gallery, t 0-4 Mon.-Sat., 
449 W. King St. , Carson City 
Nevada Historical Society, 8-5 Mon.- Fri .. 9-5 
Sat.. 12-5 Sun .. May exhibition. "Nevada Por­
traits" by C.V McClelland: June exhibition. " Des­
ert Photographs." 1650 N. Virginia SI.. Reno 
Stremmel Galleries, 8-6 Mon -Fri .. 9-4 Sun .. 
selected works by George Carlson. Thomas 
AqUinas Daly. Len Chmell. Chen Chi. Stanley 
Bllefeld and Bruce Kurland. 1400 So Virginia SI.. 
Reno 
Atmospherlum-Planetarium, open dally. " Laser 
Light Show" & .. Death of the Dinosaurs," UN R. 
Reno, show Info. 784-4811 

MGM Year-Long Bowl ing Tournament, 
$50.000 In prizes. MGM Grand Lanes. Info. 789-
2295 
Star Parties, Astronomical Society of Nevada. 
2nd Saturday after full moon. PalominO Valley. 
sundown. info. 825-6833 or 747-5237 
Virginia & Truckee Railroad Museum, starting 
May 28. open 8:30am-4 :30pm Fri .. Sat.. Sun. and 
malor holidays. Steam engines. railroad cars and 
artifacts from Comstock era So. Carson St .. 
Carson City 
FortChurchili State Historic Monument, open 
dally. liVing history & demonstratIOns of Army life 
at the fort In the 1 860s. Sat. & Sun .. Silver Springs 

MAY 
The Art of the Children'S Book, 4/30-1 work­
shops and seminars, Center for Religion & Life, 
Reno, Info. 784-4046 
Silver State Square Dance Festival , 4/30-2. 
Coliseum, lOam-II pm Sat. & noon-5pm Sun .. 
Reno 
Young Nevada Artists, thru 9. Sierra Nevada 
Museum of Art. Reno 
Renaissance Collector's Cabinet of Art , thru 
12 draWings. prints & sculpture. Church Fine 
Arts. UNR, Reno 
" Dial ' M' for Murder," 1 mystery. 8pm. Carson 
Valley Theatre Co .. CVIC Hall Gardnerville 

Take Me Out to Moana 
This summer you can catch Nevada's finest 
baseball when the Reno Padres, a Class A 
professional team in the California League, 
meet opponents at Moana Stadium in Reno. 
The season opened April 20. and the Pa­
dres will be defending the home diamond 
through August. A farm team for the San 
Diego Padres, the Reno club is the school 
for tomorrow's major league stars. Past 
Reno graduates who have played in the 
majors include Alan Ashby. Willie Davis. 
Dennis Eckersley, Jim Kern, John Lowen­
stein and Dick Tidrow. 



Nevada 82, 1-14, photo exhibition, County Li­
brary, Lovelock 
NRA 2700 Pistol Match, 2, Carson Rifle& Pistol 
Club, Carson City, info. 882-8711 
Masters Cup, 2, ski race, Alpine Meadows, N. 
Lake Tahoe 
For the Love of Jazz Concert, 2, Pioneer 
Theatre, 3pm, Reno 
KNIS Christian Concert, 3, Pioneer Theatre, 
8pm, Reno 
Reno Padres, v. Salinas Spurs, 3-4 , ClassA pro 
baseball. 7pm, Moana Stadium, Reno 
Ch inese Magic Circus of Taiwan , 4, Carson 
City Community Center, 8pm 
Fastcar, 5, auto racing, Slate Fairgrounds, 7pm-
11 pm, Reno 
Reno Gem & M ineral Society, 5, David Doty to 
lecture on Nevada reptiles, prevention & treat­
ment of bites with live reptiles on exhibition. 8pm. 
480 S. Rock Blvd .. Sparks 
Reno Padres v. Visalia Oaks, 6-7 Class A pro 
baseball , 7pm. Moana Stadium. Reno 
Arts Festival , 6-8, exhibits, concerts. old movies. 
sheepherder's stew lunch. Old West Traveling 
Show, 7pm-l0pm Thurs .. 7pm-9pm Fri .. noon-
10pm Sat., UNR, Reno 
Spring Music Concert, 7 Lake Tahoe Com­
munity College. 6:15pm. S. Lake Tahoe 
Star Viewing, 7 Atmospherium Planetarium. 
Reno, Info. 784-4812 
Reno Home I mprovement Show, 7-9. Coliseum, 
5pm-l Opm Fri., noon-l Opm Sat., noon-7pm Sun .. 
Reno 
" Blithe Spirit ," 7-8, comedy. 8pm, Brewery Arts 
Center, Carson City 
Auction, 8, North Tahoe Fine Arts Council. 8pm. 
Trading Post Center. Tahoe City 
Committee to Aid Abused Women Testimo­
nial Dinner, 8. speakers & dancing, 6pm-ll pm. 
Harrah's Convention Center, Reno 

Slots and Whatnots 
If you have an immediate consumer need 
for an ancient slot machine, a Watling Roll ­
A-Top or an Edison phonograph, you can 
find these and sundry other antiques at the 
Victorian Casino Antiques Auction at the 
Riviera Hotel in Las Vegas. After a preview 
on April 3D, the auction runs May 1 and 2. 
For more information, call Victorian Casino 
Antiques at 382-2466. 

Virginia C ity Grand Prix, 8-9. championship d irt 
bike races each day through the hills around 
Virgin ia City, info. 847-0177 
UNR v. UC Berkeley, 8-9. baseball, 7pm Sat., 
noon Sun., Moana Stadium, Reno 
Pistol Match, 9. Carson Rifle & Pistol Club. 
Carson City, info. 882-8711 
UNR Choral Concert, 9. Pioneer Theatre. 3pm. 
Reno 
Art Exh ibition, 14-6/ 17 photos by Bob Brown. 
paintings and sculpture by Trish Andrew, Church 
Fine Arts. UN R. Reno 
" Blithe Spirit," 14-15. comedy. 8pm. Brewery 
Arts Center, Carson City 
Crystal Hi ll Antique ShOW, 14-16, Coliseum. 
1 pm-l Opm Fri. & Sat. , 1 pm-6pm Sun .. Reno 
Shrine Circus, 14-16. Coliseum. 2pm-8pm Fri. & 
Sat., 2pm-7pm Sun .. Reno 
Mark Daily: Recent Work, 14-31 impressionist 
oi ls, Stremmel Galleries. Reno 
State Championship High School Rodeo, 15-
16. State Fa irgrounds, 9am. Reno 

Long Ago, in a Galaxy 
Far Away . .. 
Space warriors exploring mysterious plan­
etoids; aliens relaxing with humans at a 
starbase; Luke Skywalker scrambling away 
from an Empire At-At; hawk-shaped space 
fighters attacking a rebel outpost-these 
scenes introduce art lovers to the world of 
Paul Farkas, a science fiction illustrator. An 
exhibition of his exotic projections of the 
future opens May 30 and continues through 
June 25 at the Charleston Heights Arts 
Center in Las Vegas. A reception for Farkas 
on the 30th begins at 7 p.m with showings 
of the films "The Making of Star Wars" and 
"The Making of the Empire Strikes Back." 

Nevada Contemporary, 15-6/27 exhibitl() n of 
art by Nevadans, Sierra Nevada Museum of Art, 
Reno 
Topaz Sagehens' Rummage Sale, 15-16, park 
bldg., 9am-3pm, Topaz Ranch Estates, info. 266-
3626 
Pistol & Rifle Silhouette Matches, 15-16, Sti ll­
water Firearms Assoc., Fallon. info. 423-5243 
Hawthorne Armed Forces Day, 15, parade & 
BBO. noon. Sierra Way 
" Beautiful H i-ways & Bi-ways of Nevada," 17-
28, photo exhib illon, noon-4pm, Capitol, Carson 
City 
Two Harp Concert, 18. Brewery Arts Center, 
8pm. Carson City 
Reno Padres v. Rohnert Park Redwood Pio­
neers, 18-20, Class A pro baseball , 7pm, Moana 
Stadium. Reno 
Fastcar, 19, auto racing. 7pm-ll pm, State Fair­
grounds. Reno 
Sta r Viewing, 21 Atmospherium-Planetarium. 
Reno, info. 784-4812 
" Blithe Spirit," 21 -22 , comedy, 8pm, Brewery 
Arts Center, Carson City 
" The Gazebo," 21 -23. Reno lillie Theater. 
8:30pm Fri. & Sat. . 3pm & 7:30pm Sun. 
Reno Padres v. Lod i Dodgers, 21 -23 , Class A 
pro baseba ll. 7pm Fri.. 1 :30pm Sat. & Sun., Moana 
Stadium, Reno 
Battle of the Chambers of Commerce, 22-23. 
races, contests and sock hop, lOam, Town Park, 
Fernley. Info. 575-4459 
Hunter Rifle Match, 23 . Carson Rifle & Pistol 
Club. Carson City. info. 882-8711 

Firemen' s Ball, 22, steak d inner & dancing, 
5:30pm-midnight, Fire House & Town Hall, Gard­
nerville, info. 782-5220 
Stargazing, 22 , Ft. Churchill Historic State Mon­
ument, dusk-ll pm, 8 miles south of Silver Springs 
on U.S. 95A 
Soaring Society of America Region XI Cham­
pionships, 22-30, glider competitions, banquets 
& rides, Douglas County Airport, Minden, info. 
782-8151 
Reno' s Finest: A Tour of Historic Homes, 23 . 
Sierra Nevada Museum of Art, 1 Oam-4pm, Reno 
Women' s Aglow Fellowsh ip, 24 . Lion's Club­
house, Yerington 
Nevada 82 , 24-6/24 , photo exhibition, Washoe 
County Library. Reno 
Fastcar, 26. auto rac ing, 7pm-ll pm, State Fair­
grounds, Reno 
Stars of Tomorrow, 26-27 dance recital, 8pm. 
Pioneer Theatre, Reno 
" The Gazebo," 27-29, Reno lillie Theater, 
8:30pm Fri. & Sat. , 7:30pm Sun. 
" Oh, Calcutta," 28, broadway musical, 8pm, 
Pioneer Theatre, Reno 
Sierra Morgan Horse Show, 28-30. State Fair­
grounds, 8am. Reno 
High Power Rifle Match, 29-30, PalominoValley 
Gun Club, Reno, info. 323-3950 
Italian Festival, 30, Exhibit Hall, 7pm, State Fair­
grounds, Reno 
Reno Padres v. San Jose Expos, 31-6/ 1 Class 
A pro baseball, 6pm on Mon., 7pm on Tues., 
Moana Stad ium, Reno 
$150,000 Sahara Summer Blackjack Classic, 
31 -6/3, Sahara Tahoe, Stateline 

JUNE 

Fastcar, 2. auto racing, 7pm-l1 pm, State Fair­
grounds, Reno 
Reno Gem & M inerai SOCiety, 2, slides & 
lecture on jewelry making by Lee Carter. 8pm, 
480 So. Rock Blvd., Sparks 
Reno Padres v. Lod l Dodgers, 2-4, Class A pro 
baseball . 7pm, Moana Stadium, Reno 
Marjean' s Dance Stud io, 2-3, dance recita l, 
8pm, Pioneer Theatre, Reno 
Star Viewing, 4, Atmospherium Planetarium, 
Reno, info. 784-4812 
Craft Festival , 4-6, Coliseum, noon-1Opm Fri. & 
Sat., 10am-6pm Sun., Reno 
Scout Fa ir, 5. Exhibit Hall & Pavil ion. State Fa ir­
grounds, Reno 

(Contillued 0 11 lI ext page) 
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Firemen aim high during a contest at Carson 
Valley Days in Gardnerville in June. On May 
22, they enjoy drier entertainment at their 
Firemen's Ball. 
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J.L. SEARLE 

Southern War Dance Bronze Edition 12 

400 Nevada Highway . Plaza de Penllsco 
Boulder City , NV 89005 • (702) 293-3958 

• 

Other works by: 

Lee Jayred 
Douglas Bennion 
Michael Ireland 
Jack Jordan 
Ray Tidd 
Leoma Tidd 
Isabell Inglehart 
Cliff Segerblom 
Roland Lee 
Carol Harding 

Motor Hotel and Casino 

"Where everyone goes to win." 

Over 1 00 luxurious rooms. Entertainment 
$100 drawing every hour (from 7 p.m. to midnight) 

24 hour coffee shop. Prime Rib Room 
Buffet (all you can eat) • Famous Sunday Brunch 

Solar heated swimming pool • Banquet rooms 
10% discount dinner for senior citizens 

Convention Center 

El Capitan 
Old fashioned hoopitality offering the best in year round fun. 

Hawthorne, Nevada 702-945-3321 

82 NEVADA 

Nevada Ballet Arts, 5, dance rec ita l, 2pm, PIO­
neer Theater, Reno 
Reno Padres v, Modesto Athletics, 5-6 , Class 
A pro baseball , 1 :30pm-Sal, 1 pm Sun" Moana 
Stadium, Reno 
N RA 2700 Pistol Match, 6, Carson Rifle & Pistol 
Club, Carson City, Info. 882-8711 
Nevada Contemporary Music Ensemble, 6, 
Brewery Arts Center, 2pm, Carson City 
Fastcar, 9, auto racing, 7pm-ll pm, State Fair­
grounds, Reno 
Carson Valley Days, 10-13, art show, softball , 
parade, beard contest. tug-o-war, cart races, 
townwlde celebration In Gardnervllle/M Inden, 
Info. 782-2172 
"Cabaret," 10-12, mUSical drama, Lake Tahoe 
Community College, 8pm, S. Lake Tahoe 
DeslgnerShowcase, 11-30, exhibition of interior 
deSigns, Old Friday Station. Stateline, Info. 9t 6-
541-8153 
Hazen Days, 12-13; Sat.: flea market, street 
dance, arts & crafts; Sun .. parade, BBG, plano 
reCital , games, demonstrations, Hazen 
Lyon County Riders Horse Show, 13, fair­
grounds, Yerington, Info. 463-3721 
Pistol Match, 13, Carson Rifle & Pistol Club, 
Carson City, info. 882-8711 
Aeroscale ' 82 , 13-19, international radiO con­
trolled model airplane championships, Stead 
Airport , 10 miles north of Reno 
Reglonaf PalntHorseShow& Sale , 14, PaVilion, 
State Fairground, Reno, Info. 785-4306 
Reno Padres v. Rohnert Park Redwood Pio­
neers, 15-16. Class A pro baseball , 7pm, Moana 
Stadium, Reno 
Highway 50 Wagon Train, 16, forms In Carson 
City before leaVing for Placerville. Info. 885-4637 
"Cabaret," 16-19, mUSical drama, Lake Tahoe 
Community College, 8pm, S. Lake Tahoe 
Harvey' s fnn Invitational Coin Show, 16-20. 
Stateline. Info. 558-2411 
Reno Padres v. Stockton Ports, 17-18. Class A 
pro baseball . 7pm, Moana Stadium, Reno 
Star Viewing, 18, Atmospherlum Planetarium, 
Reno. Info. 784-4812 
Rifle Silhouette Match, 18. PalominO Valley 
Gun Club, Reno. Info. 323-3950 
Sliver State Repertory Theater, 19. dance 
reCital. 8pm. Carson City Community Center. Info. 
885-0111 
Reno Padres v. Fresno Giants, 19-20, Class A 
pro baseball , 1 :30pm Sat" 1 pm Sun" Moana 
Stadium, Reno 
Heavy Varmint Rifle Match, 20. Carson Rif le & 
Pistol Club, Carson City. Info. 882-8711 
Reno Rodeo, 18-27 ProfeSSional Rodeo Cow­
boys Assoc. championship; 18: carnival & fire­
works at dusk; 19: parade downtown lOam; 19-
20: MISS Rodeo Nevada & MISS Reno Rodeo 
contests. mounted dri ll team competitions; 22-
25: rodeo competitions 7:30pm, also at 1 :30pm 
on 26th & 12:30pm on 27th; Wrangler Bluebell 
Rodeo Clown contests; commerCia l d isplays. 
State Fairgrounds, Reno 
Junior National Racquetball Championships, 
24-27 , Capitol Courts, Carson City, Info. 882-9566 
ShankersGolfTournament, 24-27 , Cloud's Cal 
Neva, Cryslal Bay. and Incline Championship 
Golf Course, Incline Village 
" Rainmaker," 25-26, Iheaterdrama.8pm. Brew­
ery Arts Center. Carson City 
Women's Aglow Fellowship, 26. lion's Club­
house. 7.30pm. Yerington 
Westamcon,26-27 philatelic (stamp collecting) 
exhibition, Pioneer Theatre. Reno 
NRA .22 Pistol Silhouette Match, 27 Carson 
City Rifle & Pistol Club, Info. 882-8711 
Reno Padresv. Stockton Ports, 30-7/1. ClassA 
pro baseball , 7:30pm, Moana Stadium, Reno 



Where to Go on the Fourth of July 

Nevada communities like to celebrate I ndepen­
dence Day as much as any other state's. But in 
Nevada. you' ll find intriguing. unusual events that 
do not appear on the traditional bill-of-fatr: cow­
chip flinging contests, Basque dancing, liars' 
competitions and much more. An outline of 4th of 
July celebrations In Nevada towns follows. For 
more Information. call area chambers of com­
merce.-Marte Ramsey 
Austin: July 3rd. firemen's dance. July 4th . 10 
a.m. parade. foot races. egg and nickel toss, BBO 
and motocross races. 
Battle Mountain: July3rd. street dance. July 4th. 
pancake breakfast. parade. races and games, 
booths and fireworks. 
Boulder City: July 3rd. pancake breakfast. pa­
rade, game booths. refreshments. softball games 
and fireworks. 
Caliente: July 3rd . Grand PriX Motorcycle Race 
and Mini Motocross. July 4th. Firemen's break­
fast. parade. kids' games, sWimming. softball tour­
naments. hog wrestling and fireworks. 
Carson City: Parade. booths, games. entertain­
ment and fireworks. 
Elko: July 3rd. National Basque Festival parade. 
folk danCing. strength and endurance contests. 
dance. July 4th . Basque mass. BBO. breadbak­
Ing contests and folk dancing. 
Ely: July 3rd. 11 a.m. parade. 6 p.m. BBO and 
dance. Murry Summit Campgrounds. July 4th , 
fireworks display. fairgrounds. 
Eureka: 10 a.m. parade, picniC . nickel scramble 
and egg toss. sack races and beer drinking 
contest. 

Fernley: Parade. kids' games and contests . 
Henderson: Fireworks at Morrell Park. 
Incline Village: 11 th Annual All-Day Picnic at 
Incline Beach. Kids' games. skydivers. live musIC. 
BBO and fireworks. 
Jackpot: Western States Hollering Contest at 2 
p.m .. Cactus Pete's Casino. Kids' SWimming con­
tests. flag raising ceremony and fireworks. 
Jarbidge: Kids' games, plus a " raise the roof" 
dance at the Community Hal l. 
Las Vegas: Fireworks display, Las Vegas Silver 
Bowl. 
Lovefock: July 3rd. 8p.m. Lovelock Racing Assn. 
superstocks and laloples. July 4th. 12:30 p.m. 
kids' parade. 1 p.m. adult parade, 1 :30 p.m. flag 
raising. games. booths and flea market In park: 
races: 6 p.m. Hereford discus fling contest: dusk, 
fireworks and ground display. 
Reno: "Skyflre Festiva l 1982" at University of 
Nevada-Reno. Celebrations begin at 4 p.m. with 
games and live entertainment. 
Sparks: Block party on B Street. dancing. BBO. 
kids' games. 
Tonopah: 10 a.m. kids' parade. 4 p.m. family 
BBO at Logan Field. plus fireworks. 
Virginia City: Parade plus party at Miner's Park. 
Wells: Kids' games. batlie of the firemen and fire­
works at City Park. 
Winnemucca: Games. booths. food and fire­
works at the fairgrounds. 
Yerington: Motocross races. cow chip throwing. 
SPit off. tug of war. mud wrestling. dunk tank and 
fireworks. 0 

An intimate glimpse of the 
memorabilia that helped make 
" Mr Showman hip" the 
world's most famous piani t 
and a legend in his own time. 
See the world's rarest piano 
collection, clas ic and 
customized automobiles 
plu a clo e-up look at the 
glittering and bejeweled 
million dollar 
wardrobe . 

The 
Liberace 

Museum is under the auspice 
of The Libe'race Foundation for 

the PerfOTming and Creative 
Arts, a non-profit organization 

which aids deserving, 
exceptionally talented 

individual 

1775 East Tropicana 
(just east of Paradise) 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

702/731-1775 

Open Daily 10 a .m.- 5 p .m ., 
Sun . 1 p.m.- 5 p .m . 
FREE PARKING 

DONATIONS: 
Adults $3 .50 
Seniors $3.00 
Children $2 .00 

George Llberace, 
Admin t ra lOl' 
Dora Llberace, 
Tou r Di rec tor 
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Antique Slot Machines 
The Coin Slot 

A Magazine About The 
Hottest New Collectible 

Legal to Collect in 31 States 
And for the collector of: 

Pinballs • Coin Operated Pianos 
Jukeboxes • Peanut & Gumball Machines 

Arcade Machines • Antique Advertising 

Everything you are looking for in one magazine -
monthly articles in all categories, information on antique 
coin machine auctions and shows. 

The interest in antique coin operated machines is one of 
the fastest growing collectible fields. Today they are 
considered to be a good investment while being fun 
machines to own and play. 

Subscription rate - $25.00 peryear(12 colorful issues) 
or $12.50 for a 6 month starter subscription. 

Use MasterCard, VISA or American Express and our toll 
free number for your convenience. 

84 EVADA 

1 -800-525-8694 
(toll free number is for orders only) 

The Coin Slot 
P.o. Box 825- N 

Wheatridge, co 80034 

Live Country Music 
2100 B Street., Sparks, :Nevada 89431 
Open Tuesday-Sunday, 8:00 p.m. til 7 

358-7933 

Even Scrooge Hit The Jackpot 
See The 
\(,I"illl \ ' /I/Ilber Updatl! 
01/ f'al(/! 16 



HORSE SENSE & NONSENSE 

THE 
MYSTERIODS 

STRANGER 
It was just another quiet night in the 

ghost town of Buckhorn until the young 
drifter burst through the door. 

By Harry E. Webb 

The entire populace of Buckhorn, 
evada, wa gathered round Judge 

Van's kitchen table for its evening 
of pinochle and arguments over the 
present status of this once roaring mining 
camp. "She'll come back," said Poli h 
Mike. "She's come back three times and'lI 
do it again! When spring comes tho e 
capital fellers will come lookin' for some 
place to invest their money." 

"Yes siree," Bob Jarson agreed. "Then 
Van here can be our real judge again and 
rule the roost." 

"By God," Van Laningham said, "I till 
run things around here, and if you 
fellows don't believe it just get outta line. 
We till have a olid jail down the gulch, 
you know." Good natured banter went 
on a they plunked down cards and 
listened to the howl of the wind that 
whistled down from the crown of the 
Cortez Range. A blizzard was showing its 
fury, but that hadn' t topped the nightly 
gathering of these three men who firmly 
believed in the resurrection of the old 
camp. 

"Hey," Jarsen exclaimed, "did I hear a 
banging at the door?" The noise came 
again, and on opening the door, snow 
and a stranger were blown in with the 
blast of air. With the collar of his sheep­
skin coat around his ears and snow 
pia tered on his whiskers, it was hard to 
gues hi age or looks-but no matter. 
The welcome mat was always out to 
stranger in evada and doubly so on a 
night like this. 

The tranger had noticed what looked 
like a barn near Van's light. He wa told 
to put hi horse there, as there was a bale 
of hay, or hould be, and then supper 

would be fixed for him. Once the door 
was shut behind him, the three men 
began speculating as to who he wa and 
what in the first place was h doing way 
up here? 

Bob Jarsen thought he had the right 
answer. "We all know one of the Baby 
Face elson gang was seen by the Merrill 
brothers only a few days ago. In fact he 
barged in on them and they fed him. 
So " The stranger' return stopped that 
theory short. But the seed of suspicion 
was planted even though Judge Van poo­
pooed such wild conjecture. 

The code of evada being against 
prying into stranger' affairs, the three 
learned little as their guest appeared 
careful of what he aid . However, as he 
devoured Van' stew like a starved pup 
he volunteered a few words. He had been 
working on the Dean Ranch (only a 
couple miles from the Merrill brothers' 
prospect cabin) when he heard his 
brother had been in a bad wreck, and he 
wa now on his way to Eureka. 

As the evening wore on, Jarsen and 
Mike decided to get to th ir own quarters 
before the snow got any deeper. Besides, 
they couldn't eem to learn anything 
from the stranger anyway. 

Morning dawned clear, and after a 
fretful night, plagued with a premonition 
that something at Van's was amiss, Mike 
hurriedly got into hi clothes. At Van's he 
found the place empty, cold and- worst 
of all- with bloodstaills all over the house. 
But where wa Van's body? Mike went 
fir t to the barn and then on to Jarsen's 
cabin, where he chattered a few garbled 
words that sent both ploughing through 
deep snow to the puzzling scene. 

"Damn wonder he didn't murder us 
too," Mike said as they searched for "poor 
01' Van." There was no chance to get 
Van's car through such snow so Mike, 
being the strongest, volunteered to head 
for the Winzell Ranch 20 miles down in 
the valley where there was a phone. "You 
keep lookin' around," he said to Jarsen, 
and with two cold biscuits in his pocket 
he was on his way. 

Jarsen was probing a mound near the 
hou e when yells jerked his thoughts and 
eyes elsewhere and Mike hove into view. 
"Git a crowbar," Mike gasped as he 
floundered forward. "He locked Van in 
the jail!" This added to the perplexing 
problem of blood, but at the jail they 
found bloodstains all over the lock and 
door and a raving Judge Van inside. 

With the hasp pried off and the irate 
Judge freed, he gave a generous cus ing 
account of happenings. "1 didn't want 
that jasper sleeping with me so I told him 
if he didn't mind being in jail he would at 
least be comfortable there. That was O.K. 
with him, so while he was digging the 
wood from under the snow just outside 
the door, 1 was trying to light a fire in the 
stove, as I always kept 'er ready to light in 
winter years ago. But every time 1 lit a 
match the damn wind wou~d bang the 
door shut, and I was running out of 
matches. I yelled at that lunkhead to hook 
the hasp over the staple till I got the fire 
going, and the damn fool not only done 
like I told him but he hooked the lock in 
it and snapped it shut!" The Judge took 
time to describe "that half-wit " 

"Can't see why he left yuh there, 
unless like we told yuh," Mike put in, "he 
was the Baby Face fellow. But why all the 
blood?" 

"Because," Judge Van said, "1 must 
have scared the daylights out of him by 
cussing him and telling him I'd blow his 
damned head off when 1 got out. Mu t 
have got a bad cut trying to tear that lock 
off with just his fingers." 

Back in Judge Van's kitchen the three 
were di cu sing the mysterious event 
while Van tirred up his "famous" 
ourdough flapjacks. "I maintain we 

should get to a phone and get 'em on th 
trail of that feller, " Mike said. At this 
Judge Van turned on Mike as if he had 
committed an unforgivable sin . 

" ow you fellows listen to me," he 
roared. "I'm not giving a tinker's damn 
who he was-even if he was Baby Face 
him elf!" Then he mellowed. "R m mber 
now, keep this under your caps." Raising 
his right hand, he had them raise theirs 
and exerci d his pseudo office to swear 
them to secrecy. "If this got out," he 
warned, "we all might be pegged as damn 
fools." 0 

Harry E. Webb, Nevada cowboy and westem 
author, reports that the Judge, Mike and Jarsen 
finally learned the truth some months later. The 
mysterious stranger had been Adam Foster, a 
Dean Ranch cowboy. 
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SHOWDOWN AT GREINER'S BEND 
(Continued from page 33) 

to a 10-hour workday six days a week; 
install dust and noise monitoring devices; 
and begin watering down the haul roads 
in the pit. 

To obtain permission to mine Greiner's 
Bend, Cluck offered a million dollars to 
the citizens of Storey County. Also, he 
said, Houston would finance and install a 
new and better road around the larger pit 
(the pit would double in size); relocate 
the homes of historic significance in a 
museum/ park type setting; and finance 
and promote a Comstock Days celebra­
tion to draw more tourists up the easier 
road to Virginia City. Cluck said Houston 
would give these items only if it could 
acquire all the properties on Greiner's 
Bend. 

January 21, 1980. Gold and silver both hit 
the highest price in history. Gold, $850 per 
oz., silver, $48 per oz. 

Ten days later, gold closed the month 
at $653 per oz. and silver at $34 per oz. 
That night, as if in concert with price 
decline, the north wall of the pit col­
lapsed. About 90 feet of the Ophir Grade 
road, along with a few pinyon pines and 
two million tons of earth, sank 30 feet. 
The water line was unharmed. 

While the Storey commissioners 
appointed a committee to review 
Houston's million-dollar offer, 

home owners near the pit were offered 
high prices for their property. Gordon 
and Colley looked at the ever-expanding 
pit and the multi-million dollar corpora­
tion. Then they quietly sold out to 
Houston. 

The commissioners, after hearing re­
commendations from the committee, voted 
2-1 in favor of selling Houston the right 
to move the road, but at a higher price: 
$1.3 million plus an annual bullion tax on 
the ore. The dissenting vote came from 
Lora Del Carlo, who said, "When Houston 
is gone, I'll be able to stand on the edge of 
that pit and say, ' I didn' t sell out to 
Houston.'" 

Over the next few months Houston 
paid more than $1 million for eight 
homes on Greiner' s Bend. A stipulation 
was written into each sales contract: the 
seller could not talk about the deal or 
give negative press about Houston. 

The company settled the pending law 
suits with Perry and the residents of Gold 
Hill out of court. It also settled with the 
Imoors, preventing the eminent domain 
law from being tested in the evada 
Supreme Court. The total amount Houston 
paid in settlements was just under 
$1 million. 

Houston drilled a few core samples on 
Greiner'S Bend, but after watching the 
further decline of gold and silver prices, 
the company decided not to mine through 
upper Gold Hill. The million-dollar deal 
with the county was canceled. 

From then on Houston made an 
earnest effort to become a good corporate 
citizen, and public animosity waned. The 
residents of Storey County, the smallest 
county in the state, appreciated the two 
water tanks, the brand new ambulance 
that the $15,000 helped buy, and nearly 
$200,000 per yea r in taxes. When the mill 
opened in May 1980, it created many jobs 
for locals and a large payroll. Houston 
also aided Virginia City' s public projects 
with heavy equipment, and even partici­
pated in the annual July 4th parade down 
C Street. 

But Houston's initial mining tech­
niques raised some vital questions for the 
Comstock and evada. During the h eight 
of the Gold Hill controversy, neighbor­
ing Silver City residents drafted and pro­
posed an ordinance which would require 
mining companies to obtain a specia l use 
permit to mine in Lyon County. That 
permit would be subject to review by 
residents in the affected area, and a 
company would be subject to restrictions. 
The Nevada Mining Association and 
miners throughout the state fought hard 
to defeat the ordinance, but Lyon finally 
passed an amended version. 

The eminent domain law was also 
questioned in the 1980 evada Legisla­
ture, and Assembly Bill 112 was passed. 
That law requires mining companies in 
historic districts to gain approval of the 
local commissioners before they can con­
demn property via eminent domain . 
Some Nevadans had hoped the law 
would be thrown out altogether, and it 
may come up for review in 1983. 

ow Houston is in the process of 
closing down the Con-Imperial and 
selling the mill. The company's operations 
at Borealis, near Hawthorne, have proven 
lucrative, and it will concentrate its 
efforts there. The ore that couldn' t be 
reached in the bottom of the Con­
Imperial now lies buried under a layer of 
backfill. Houston hopes the backfill will 
help stabilize the roadway on Greiner's 
Bend. 

The homes on the bend, which the 
company struggled so hard and paid such 
high prices to get, will be sold. Quiet has 
returned to Gold Hill, and Gordon and 
Colley's former wishing well seems safe. 

But mining claims still cove r the Com­
stock, and much of Nevada. The price of 
gold and silver is down now, but who 
know? Robert Helmus, assistant treasurer 
of Handv and Harman, ew York-based 
refiners 'and buyers of precious metals, 
says the price of gold can climb $25 an 
hour during a great crisis. " If a rocket 
crosses a border in the Middle East," says 
Helmus, "the price of gold soars." 

Ma ybe Gordon and Colley's wishing 
we ll isn' t so safe after all. 0 

lim Cralldall. evada associate editor, covered 
the Gold Hill cOlltroversy as a reporter for the 
Mason Valley ews. He also is the former 
Comstock bureau chief of the Gold Hill ews. 



Lake Tahoe Snow 
by David Muench 

In God's Light 
by Linda Dufurrena 

3 Great Nevada Pin-Upsl 

Valley of Fire 
by David Muench 

Brighten your walls with these sensational views of Nevada by well-known photographers David 
Muench and Linda Dufurrena. These posters measure 18" x 24" and are lithographed on fine quality 
coated stock. A limited edition is available for only $7.50 each, including postage and handling. 
Check the poster or posters you' want and mail with your check to Poster, Nevada Magazine, 
Capitol Complex, Carson City, NV 89710. 

Please send me the posters 
indicated below: Enclosed is 
$7.50 for each poster ordered. 

o Lake Tahoe Snow 
o In God's Light 
o Valley of Fire 

Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip 
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Lwerace: Ffash Kin.9 cftFteKey60arcts 
On stage he shows all-his house, his clothes and even his dogs-and 

how does the audience react? With ecstacy. By Ann Henderson 

When Liberace is chauffeured 
onto the tage in a ilver Phan­
tom 5 Roll -Royce and climbs 

out wearing a 137-pound, floor-length 
orwegian blue shadow fox cape, there' 

enough oohs and aahs that you know the 
audience i more accustomed to cotton 
Levi' than virgin fox. 

We're all there at Sahara Tahoe 
expecting to ee a uperb mu ician, orne 
nifty pecial effects and an incredible 
fashion how that tir up feeling of very 
unchri tian envy. And that' what we get. 

"Well, look me over," Liberac ay a 
he f1a he open the fox cape to how off 
the jeweled brocade lining. " I didn' t get 
dre ed like thi to go unnoticed." 

Liberace fir t received attention for hi 
wardrobe when he dres ed in white tail 
in tead of the traditional black for a 
concert at the Hollywood Bowl. Pro­
ducer were afraid Liberace would blend 
into the black tuxedos worn by member 
of the orche tra and couldn't be een in 
the huge arena. Pretty ho-hum stuff in 
term of today' punk rocker and purple 
hair, but in 1952 the white tail drew 
comment, and a gimmick wa born. 

Since then everything about Lib race' 
image ha exuded opulence, including 
hi private life, which he hare by 
opening hi how with a video tour of hi 
Las Vega home. The hou e- actually it's 
two adjoining houses that Liberace has 
bought and connected-would bring joy 
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to the people at Windex. There are 
mirror everywhere, and even the piano 
reflect exquisite lu ury. During the tour 
of the hou e, you get to ee Mr. 
Showman hip him elf ri ing from be­
neath blanket embroidered with piano 
key . In the bathroum, water flow from 
two golden wans to fill a unken marble 
tub, and overhead i a mural with 

cherub dancing on piano keys. Then 
through the tage curtain tep Liberace, 
and 0 begin a eemingly end Ie pro­
ce ion of co tumes, car, piano and 
pecial act . And lot of smiling. 

In many way it' like an evening of 
how and tell at a friend' hou e. 

Through the entire performance Liberace 
i th friend - humorous, concerned, eIf-

Liberace' s las Vegas home isn' t a museum; he already has one of those. 
He says he decorated in mirrors, marble and blue tones to give a cool feeling to 
the mansion, wh ich Is actually two houses he made into one. 



When he performs, Mr. Showmanship 
can't help showing off his million­
dollar wardrobe. At home in Vegas 
he collects pianos like the mirrored 
grand above. He also has one owned 
by Chopin, his favorite composer. 

The Man who Came to Decorate 
The "For Sale" sign had been up for 

a month on our house in Las 
Vegas, and I was bored with keeping 
the place inspection-clean. My hus­
band and I were moving to Reno, but 
serious buyers were so rare that I was 
prepared to wait for months. So when 
two men knocked on the door and 
asked to see the house, I was more 
than willing. 

They looked round, got excited and 
said, "We have to show this one to 
Lee." They left with a promise that 
they would be right back. Half an hour 
later they returned with another man. 
"I know you," I gasped. He laughed 
and said, "And now I know you." 

And that's when the fun began, 
thanks to a charming man named 
Liberace. 

Our house was just what Liberace 
was looking for: half an acre with trees 
and pool, close to the airport. He 
planned to lease the house to the 
managers of his antique business. 

As soon as negotiations were com­
pleted, Liberace took charge of re­
decorating, and he dropped in almost 
every afternoon for two weeks­
sometimes with friends and workmen, 
other times alone. The first time he 
came over, I was packing china, 
surrounded by newspaper and cartons. 

He watched awhile and then told me 
how he packs his candelabra. 

"If you go to the back of some 
stores, they sometimes have those 
little styrofoam pieces used for pack­
ing. And most stores will save them 
for you," . he advised. 

I learned not only about packing 
from Liberace, but decorating as well. 
One day he rushed in very excited. 
"Marge, you'll never guess what I 
found for your bathroom!" That bath­
room had driven me up its lavender 
walls, and I'd long since given up. But 
not Liberace. 

"I found shower curtains, towels, 
everything with Miss Piggy all over," 
he said. "And guess what Miss Piggy is 
wearing-lavender." Then he gave me 
an important decorating tip. "When 
you're stuck with something you can't 
change, don't fight it-just go with it." 

Each day with Liberace was a 
surprise. I wondered what my neigh­
bors thought the afternoon Liberace 
drove up in the flashy Rolls-Royce he 
uses on stage. Evidently he had locked 
himself out of his garage. He was 
embarrassed that he'd also forgotten 
his cigarettes, but when I found a few 
old Sal ems in a kitchen drawer, he was 
delighted. 

Liberace's friends also were fasci-

nating, particularly Beverly. She had 
been one of the early Powers models, 
and her face is familiar to Sunset 
Boulevard billboard watchers. We sat 
in the kitchen and chatted over tea 
while Liberace roamed through the 
house. I'd never met anyone so 
glamorous-even down to her cigarette 
lighter, which played "Smoke Gets In 
Your Eyes." 

She told me Liberace owns 15 dogs, 
but that morning, when the groomer 
came around to collect his pets, she 
could find only 12. Everyone searched 
an hour for the missing trio, only to 
find them resting comfortably in bed 
with Liberace. 

One of Liberace's most endearing 
traits is his sincere interest in people. 
He loves children, and when he saw 
photographs of ours, he insisted I tell 
him about each one. For most people, 
the name Liberace means glitter and 
flash . ot for me. I'll always remember 
a warm, thoughtful, considerate man, 
and one of the most exciting episodes 
in my Iife.-Marge Knorr 

Marge KrlOrr moved with her family last year 
to Reno from Las Vegas, where she sold real 
estate. She currently teaches nutrition at 
Truckee Meadows Community College. 
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deprecating-who wonders aloud about 
all the money and goodies that have 
fallen on his ermine-draped shoulders. 

His house and clothes aren't the only 
possessions Liberace likes to show off. 
During the show, he will bring down the 
movie screen for a close-up view of his 
diamond rings, most of them gifts from 
employers like Bill Harrah, Barron Hilton 
and John Ascuaga. 

"Diamonds are a girl's best friend," he 
jokes. "And they' re not too bad for a 
piano player either." 

With all the glitter and showbiz 
trappings, it's possible to lose sight of 
Liberace the musician, a child prodigy 
and protege of the famed Paderewski. But 
you remember why you' re in the Sahara 
Tahoe showroom when Liberace's piano 
actually bounces during Gershwin's " I've 
Got Rhythm." He plays them all : Eddy 
Duchin, a little boogie woogie, or " Beer 
Barrel Polka." 

Liberace's favorite composer is Cho­
pin, and when he says, " I love to play that 
kind of music," you believe him and wish 
for an evening in black tails devoted to 
the classics. 

But that's fantasy. So when he sits 
down at his ornate, purple piano dressed 
in a purple Czar outfit detailed in 24-
karat gold braid, it's easy to en joy 
Liberace the entertainer as he swings into 
a medley of Strauss waltzes. 

Besides, it's fun . 0 

Ann Henderson, en tertaillment editor of e­
vada Magazine, claims no ermine and pearls. 

Following is a muster of the stars, revues and 
extravaganzas you can see in Nevada show­
rooms in May and June. Schedules can change, 
so it's wise to call ahead for times, dates and 
reservations. For out-of-state callers, Nevada's 
area code is 702. 

Afadd ln, 736-0111 : C'est Magnifique, indf. 

Barbary Coast, 737-7111 : Royal Dixie Jazz 
Band, indf.: Irish Showband, thru 5/26: no mini­
mum 

Caesars Palace, 731 -7333: Diana Ross, thru 
5/5: Sammy Davis , Jr., 5/6-19: Willie Nelson, 
5/20-26: Frank Sinatra, 5/27-6/2: Ann-Margret, 
6/3-16 

Circus Circus, 734-0410: Circus acts, 11 am­
midnight, free 

Desert Inn, 733-4444: "The Best Little Whore­
house in Texas," broadway musica l, indf., 8pm & 
midnight, drinks only, $25 

Dunes, 737-4110: Casino Theatre: headline en­
terta inment. Top of the Dunes: continuous enter­
tainment 

90 NEVADA 

Flamingo Hilton, 733-3333: City Lites, revue, 
indf.: 8pm dinner show from $14 .50: midn ight 
cockta il show $10.95 

Four Queens, 385-4011 The Goofers, 5/1-30: 
Geri & Cathy, 5/31 -6/27 ' 1 Opm-2am: Toot Suite/ 
Bourbon Street Parade, indf.: 1 pm-1Opm 

Frontier, 734-0240: Siegfried and Roy in Beyond 
Belief, revue, thru 5/2 & 6/ 1-indf.: 7pm & 11 pm 
Sun. & Tues.-Thurs .. 6pm. 9:15 pm & 12:15am Fri . 
& Sat.. $22.50 . Shecky Greene and Tammy 
Wynette. 5/3-20: David Brenner and Joan Rivers. 
5/21-31 

Hacienda, 739-8911 : Fire & Ice, ice spectacular, 
indf.: 8pm dinner show $16.95, midn ight cockta il 
show $10.95 

Holiday Casino, 732-2411 : Wild World of Bur­
lesque, indf.: 10pm & 12:30am Mon.-Fri., 8pm, 
1 Opm & 1 2:30am Sat.: dark Sun., $6.95 includes 2 
drinks 

Imperial Palace, 731 -3311 Bravo Vegas '82 , 
revue, indf., 8pm & 11 pm, $15. Geisha Lounge: 
continuous entertainment 4 pm-4am 

Landmark, 733-1110: Nightly entertainment 

Las Vegas Hilton, 732-5111 : Rainbow Dancers, 
revue, indf.: Tony Orlando/ David Copperfield , 
thru 5/3: Neil Sedaka, 5/ 4-1 0: Engelbert,5/ 11-24: 
Bill Cosby, 5/25-6/ 14. Dinner show 8pm from 
$18.50: cocktail show midnight from $15.50. 
Casino Lounge: continuous entertainment and 
dancing 8pm-4am 

Las Vegas Inn & Casino, 731 -3222: Enter­
ta inment Tues.-Sun. 

MGM Grand Hotel , 739-4567: Jubilee! 8:15pm 
& 11 :45pm Sun.-Fri.: 6:30pm, 10pm & 12:30am 
Sat.: $22.50 

Marina, 739-1500: Mirage Showroom: "Bloop­
ers," starring Fay McKay, indf., 8pm & 10pm, 
Tues.-Sun.: $5 .95, drinks not inc luded. Cas ino 
Lounge: Billy Ledbetter, Tues.-Sun., 2 drink mini­
mum 

Maxim, 731 -4300: Cabaret Showroom: OldeTyme 
Burlesque, indf.: 8pm, 1 0:15pm & 1 2:30am Tues.­
Sun., $9.75 includes 2 drinks. Cloud Nine Lounge: 
continuous enterta inment 

Riviera , 734-5110: Bob Newhart, thru 5/5: Paul 
Anka, 5/5-19: Charo/Alan King, 5/20-6/2: Buddy 
HacketVAbbe Lane, 6/3-9: Anne Murray/ Larry 
Gatl in & Gatl in Bros. Band, 6/ 10-23 

Canad ian Singer Anne Murray Sings her 
popular hits at the Riviera June 10-23. 

Showing up Is easy to do when Neil Sedaka 
plays the Las Vegas Hilton May 4-10. 

Royal Las Vegas, 735-6117 ' Rare & Bare Bur­
lesque, indf.: 8pm, 1 Opm & midnight, $9.95 

Sahara, 737-2111 Burlesque Scandals, revue, 
thru 5/ 23 , Tues.-Sun. 

Sam's Town, 456-7777: 24-hour entertainment 

Sands, 733-5000: Continuous entertainment 

Showboat, 385-9123: Enterta inment and danc­
ing nightly 

Sliver Slipper 734-1212: Boy-Lesque, revue, 
indf.: 8pm, 10pm & midn ight Fri.-Wed., dark 
Thurs .: $4 .95. Branded, revue, indf.: 9pm, 11 pm 
Thurs.-Tues., also, 7pm Fri. & Sat.: dark Wed.: 
$4 .95 

Stardust, 732-6325: Lido de Paris '82 , revue, 
indf.: 7pm & 11 pm Sun.-Thurs., 6:15pm, 9:1 5pm & 
12:15am Sat., $17.50 

Sundance Hotel, 382-6111. Jesus Gomez. 7pm-
1 am. Tues.-Sat. 

Treasury, 739-1 000: Hors in' Around, revue, indf., 
8pm, 11 pm, Sun.-Thurs.: 8pm, 1 Opm & midn ight 
Fri. & Sat., $6.95 Includes 2 drinks 

Troplcana, 739-2411 Fol ies Bergere '82 : 8pm 
d inner show from $21 midnight cocktai l show 
from $1 5.95 . Fountain Room: Trop ComedyWork­
shop, 9pm-midnight Mon. 

Un ion Plaza, 386-2444: " 1 Love MyWife," broad­
way mus ica l, thru 6/15: 8pm dinner show from 
$9.95, 11 :30pm cockta il show $5.95, Tues.-Sun. 
The Mickey Finn Show, Indf., 2pm & 4pm Mon.­
Sat. 

Caesars Tahoe, 588-3515: Nightly lounge en­
terta inment 

Cloud' s Cal-Neva Hotel, 832-4000: Cedro Wil­
lie Band. thru 5/9: Elmo and Patsy, 511 1-23: 
Coasters, 5/25-6/20; Jack Ross & Ray Pau l, 6/ 21 -
7/4 

Harrah's Lake Tahoe, 588-6611 : South Shore 
Room: Loretta Lynn. thru 5/6; Tony Orlando/Joan 
Rivers, 517-20: Lou Rawls/ Natalie Cole, 5/21-
6/3; Willie Nelson & Fam ily, 6/ 11 -24 ; Crysta l 
Gayle, 6/25-7/ 1 Stateline Cabaret: Platters, thru 
5/9; TBA, 5/1 0-6/ 13; Tavares, 6/14-20; B.B. King, 
6/ 21 -27 



Harvey's, 588-2411 : Tony Austin & Co./ Tenny­
son, 6/14-27; Williams and Ree, 6/15-7/1 

Hyatt Lake Tahoe, 831-1111 : Nightly enter­
tainment 

Sahara Tahoe, 588-6211 . Liberace, 5/27-6/9; 
Pablo Cruise, 6/10-16; Doug Henning 6/24-7/7 

• You have until August 1 to see " Bal du 
Moulin Rouge" at the Reno Hilton (nee 
Sahara Reno). The revue moves its can-can 
south and re-opens September 1 at the Las 
Vegas Hilton. 

• The Sliverbird (nee Thunderbird) on the 
Las Vegas Strip reopens this summer with a 
$15 million facelift and a new name that's 
familiar to gambling history buffs-the EI 
Rancho. With its bungalow guest rooms, the 
EI Rancho Vegas was the first hotel on the 
Strip. The casino was not rebuilt after 
being destroyed by a fire in 1960. The old 
location across from the Sahara remains one 
of the most valuable vacant lots in town. 

• Don't talk back when the new talking video 
poker machines wish you "Good Luck" or 
remind you what cards are showing. Inventor 
Dean Brezack of Reno says the talkies have 
an 82-word vacabulary and should speed up 
play and help keep players from making 
errors. What's next? Baccarat, keno and black­
jack machines could follow soon if gamblers 
like the yakity yak. 

• There's a new game being played, too, at 
Sam's Town in Vegas called " Pell ," which is 
as speedy as craps, uses card combinations 
like blackjack and has the multiple payoffs 
used in roulette. 

• If you've always wanted to see whata high­
roller looks like, check out the $100 slot 
mach ine at the Troplcana in Las Vegas. 
Players will be wagering one-hundred-dollar 
bills a pull on the specially designed machine. 
Impressive stuff for us nickel players . 

• It' ll be a special anniversary July 25-30 
when the Biggest Little City in the World hosts 
the annual convention of Little People of 
America. It was 25 years ago in Reno that 
actor Billy Barty met with a handful of friends 
to form the self-help and social organization 
for dwarfs and midgets. This summer more 
than 1,000 Little People are expected at 
Harrah's Reno for the convention. 

-Ann Henderson 

Willie Nelson plays his famous brand of 
country at Caesars Palace May 20-26 and 
Harrah's Tahoe June 11-24. 

Joan Rivers brings her wit to Harrah's Tahoe 
May 7-30 and the Frontier May 21-31 . 

Carson City Nugget, 882-1626: Jaguars, thru 
5/31 ; Jerry Sun 6/1 -8/1 

Circus Circus, 329-0711 : Circus acts, 11 am­
midnight, free 

Eldorado, 786-5700: Mezzanine: Richard & 
Mary, thru 5/9; Ricky Santos, 5/11-6/6 . Casino 
Lounge: Sun, Shade N' Rain, thru 5/2 ; Premium 
Stuff, 5/11-6/6; Goofers, 6/1-27' Freddy Powers, 
6/2-7/8 

Fitzgerald's, 786-3663: Cabaret: No Doubt 
About It, thru 5/16; Chris David, 5/17-6/6; Hot 
Lava, 6/8-27 Emerald Room: Ron Rose & Co., 
thru 5/2; Esquires, 5/14-23; Kirk Bates, 5/25-
6/13; Dan Miller 6/15-7/1 

Harrah' s Reno, 329-4422: Headliner Room: Hot 
Ice, thru 5/7 ; Bill Cosby/Clint Holmes, 5/8-12; 
Captain & Tenn'ille, 5/20-26; Debbie Reynolds, 
5/27-6/9; Mickey Gilley & Johnny Lee, 6/10-23; 
Bill Cosby, 6/24-7/7 Convention Center: Charlie 
Daniels Band, 5/13-19. Casino Cabaret: Tavares, 
6/1-13 ; B.B. King, 6/15-20; Billy Preston, 6/22-
7/4 

Mapes, 323-1611 : Nightly entertainment 

MGM Grand Hotel, 789-2000 (800-648-3568 
toll free CA, AZ, OR, 10, UT): Ziegfeld Theatre: 
Hello Hollywood Hello, indf. Lion's Den: Shauntee/ 
SuperGold, thru 5/25; Gary& Sandy with Common 
Ground/Dondino, 5/26-6/22 ; Pat Collins/Vince 
Cardell , 6/23-7/20. Leo's Lair: Fortune, thru 5/11 ; 
Garfin Gathering/Henry Shed, 5/12-6/1 

John Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks, 358-2233: 
Casino Cabaret: Mugglestons/Kelly & the Kid , 
thru 5/2; Diamonds/Jan Tanner, 5/4-16; Zelia 
Lehr, 5/18-31 ; Lelands/Tennyson, 6/1 -13; The 
Cates/Brower Brothers, 6/15-27 

Onslow, 786-7310: Nightly entertainment 

Ormsby House, Carson City, 882-1890: Mark 
Twain Bar: Links, thru 5/2; Esquires, 5/3-23. 
Supper Club: Gary Xavier, thru 5/2 ; Two of Clubs, 
5/4-16 & 5/31-6/20; Denny Mahn, 5/17-30 & 
6/21-7/11 

Reno Hilton, 322-1111 Opera House Theatre: 
Bal du Moulin Rouge, revue; 8pm dinner show 
from $12.50; 11 :30pm cocktail show $10 in-

cludes 2 drinks; dark Mon. Gilded Cage Cabaret: 
Gauchos & Girls, indf. 

Riverside, 786-4400: Dancing to the records of 
the 40s, 50s, and 60s, Tues.-Sun., no minimum 

Elko: Commercial Hotel, 738-3181 and Stock­
men's Hotel, 738-5141 

Ely: Hotel Nevada, 289-4414 

Fallon: Fallon Nugget, 423-3111 

Gardnerville: Sharkey's, 782-3133 

Hawthorne: EI Capitan, 945-3322 

Jackpot: Cactus Pete's, 755-2321 , and Horse­
shu Casino, 755-2331 

Laughlin: Riverside Resort, 298-2535; Del 
Webb's Nevada Club, 298-251 2; Regency Casino, 
290-2439; Edgewater Hotel & Casino, 298-2453; 
The Colorado Belle, 298-2425 

Tonopah: Mizpah Hotel, 482-6202 

Topaz Lake: Li Brandi's, 266-3321 , and Topaz 
Lodge, 266-3339 

Wendover: Stateline Casino, 668-2221 

Winnemucca: Star Hotel & Casino and Winners 
Inn, 623-2511 

Yerington: Casino Wes~ 463-2481 , and Lucky 
Club, 463-2868 

All dates, performers and prices are subject to 
change. At press time, many casinos had not 
completed May/June bookings, so we recom­
mend calling ahead to confirm entertainment 
schedules. 0 

The best darn 
seven- card stud 

open poker player 
in the world ... to 

compete against the 
other darn good poker 

players. 

WINNER 
TAKES ALL 

The prize: $2,500,000 

Yes, that's right, $2.5 million 
dollars, paid to you in one 
sum or any way you want it. 
This tournament will be held 
on a luxurious cruise ship 
with all of its amenities, great 
meals, midnight snacks, open 
bar, entertainment, and 
shore-leave parties--all on the 
house, paid by this sponsor. 

For details write: 
Turf & Saddle Club 

P.O. Box 638 
Corona and Elmhurst Station 

New York, NY 11373 
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ARTISANS 

FEATS of CLAY 
A howroom for we tern potter 

'277 VA AR AT WELL , RE 0 

BOOKS 

VIRGINIA CITY, CARSON CITY ANO BODIE 
were towns Rosa May worked as a prostitute and 
madam 1875-1912. Retrace her remarkable life 
in ROSA MAY, by George Williams, III. 240 pgs ., 
26 personal letters, 30 rare photos. Praised by 
Las Vegas Review and L.A. Times. All books 
autographed and shipped immediately. $8.95 
postage paid . For books or more info write : 
GEORGE WILLIAMS, III , PUBLISHER (714) 682-8942 

Box 413, Riverside, CA 92502 

CAMEL IN T HE WEST, by Deane & Peggy 
Robert on, 16-page newly researched booklet 
on im ported camel at work in 19th entury 
Washoe and the We t. Rare illustration . 2.95 
plu 55 c po tage and handling. alifornia resi­
dents plea e add 20c sales tax. Arcade Hou e, 
P. O. Box 2 14744 , acramento, A 95 21. 

"CONQ ER ANXIETY AND FR TRA­
TION." PowelfulGuide! $ 1. ewlife. Box 684 C. 
Boulder ity, V 9005. 

T RAVEL NEVAD A . T HE WE T T HE 
WORLD through books. Little Professor 
Book enter, 949 West Moana Lane. Reno. V 

9509 . 702 - 25-0 4 . Owned and operated by 

LOOSE C HANGE magazine for tho e who love 
old slot machines, related subject . $25/year or 
, 2.50 for ample. 21176 . Alameda t .. Rm. 1 1. 
Long Beach, CA 90810. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

INCORPORATE IN NEVADA. Liability pro­
tection tax shelter. Take advantage of the be t 

orp. & "Tax Free" laws in the ave 
thousand of tax dollar. become depres ion 
proof. have protection. freedom & profit . Bu i­
ne e -individual -profes ional ; we show you 
how! taffed " Mini-office" (prestige addre s), 
phone, mail; evada bank account and business 
licen. e al 0 available. FREE F' A T and liter­
ature. Write or call: "The Profe sionals," Laugh­
lin Assoc., Inc.. Dept. V .. 2527 . Carson t. 
#205 , ar on City, V. 9701. Toll F'ree, 00-
64 -0966 01' in evada, 702-883-8484 . 
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Classified 

COLLECTOR'S ITEMS 

NICKELODEON 
ORCHESTRION PIANOS 

Introduced by Sneider's 
Piano Service. Completely 
rebuilt to perfection by the 
nation's finest craftsmen. 

We invite your questions and 
inspection. Call Sunday - Friday. 

Call .•. (707) 887- 2578 

This summer e.plore with 
PRECISE MAPS OF OLD WESTERN TOWNS 
Virginoa Cny/Gold Hdl13-sheet 1890 map folio, S16. Tuscarora 
1890, Austin 1907, Fallon 1905, Dayton 1907, Bodle 1890, Angels 
Camp 1898. Make Hd11898, and San Andreas 1898 are S3 each. 
Reno 5-sheet 1879 map falla, S12. Price Includes postage. 
VlAD SHKURK1N. PUBLISHER (415) 232-7742 

6025 R •• I Alii ••• 51. P.bl • • CA 94806 

DOGS 

RENEE' ALL BREED PET GROOMING: 
AKC Toy Breed puppie available. 21 3 age 

treet. ar on ity, V 9701. 702 - 3- 1 4 . 

HOME 

NEVADA MAGAZINE CLASSIFIEDS 
Have your 6-time ad read by almost a million Nevada Magazine readers. 

RATES 

DISPLAY CLASSIFIED 
NOTE Pflces quored are per insertion 

For example 8 2-mch display classified. m eve/)' Issue. would cost $48 per ad x 6 - $288 

2" 
1-""" 
I " 

I -time 
$61 
$50 
$40 

3-times 
$54 
$43 
$33 

6-times 
$48 
$37 
$27 

(Logos and line shots , $10 extra per insertion; halftones, $25 extra per insertion.) 

REGULAR CLASSIFIED 

5 lines 
4 lines 
3 lines 

$33 
$26 
$20 

$29 
$23 
$18 

$23 
$19 
$15 

(34 characters per line including spaces and punctuation. Column width 2-5/16".) 

Check or money order must accompany copy and be received not later than eight weeks prior 
to publication date. Example: July classifieds due May 1 st. No billings sent. All classified ads 
are accepted at Publisher's discretion. 

Send orders to: Tina Halton, NEVADA MAGAZI NE CLASSIFIED 
Capitol Complex, Carson City, NV 89710 

Name __________________________________________________________ _ 

Address ________________________________________________________ __ 

City ____________________________________ State __________ Zip, ___ _ 

Category Telephone' ________________ _ 



HORSES 

LUCAS ARABIAN STUD 
how and racing Arabian 

'~~."- for sale and lease. 

I~) ~
I " • Kello~~~~~n~e~ 

~'r(~~~ 
___..1) :'1<1 ' \. Send for li st: 

Luca Arabian tud, 
Fernley, Nv. 89408. (702) 575-2380. 

JEWELRY 

stone 
for you 

Examine them under magnification on our scope 

Our Diamonds are cut in Nevada 
Fine Jewelry & Diamonds 

Open Monday- aturday 
1452 . Hwy. 395 , Gardnerville (702) 7 2-2646 

MINING 

SPICER MINING CO. INC_ 
Nevada Mines & Minerals 
Evaluation, exploration, development. 

Located at the Boiling Pot Outfit, 
8 miles north of Beatty on Hwy. 95. 

JIM SPICER, Mining Consultant 

P.O. Box 278, 
Beatty, evada 9003 

(7 02) 553-23 ,553-2 44 2 & 553-2 44 4 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY, ADVER­
T! lNG, PUBLICITY. United Photographic 

ervice of Nevada, Inc. Reno. (702) 25-734 or 
Box 7256, Reno, V. 89510, AMP. 

Classified 

RV PARKS 

HOLBROOK STATION 
R.V & MOBILE HOME PARK 

Looking for a new park to park? 

TOPAZ LAKE AREA 
( ;1'0(' . (;as . LP Gas . H('('r . Liq uor . le t' 

On Hwy 395 & 20 
1 mi. outh of Gardnerville , N 

LOOK FOR THE TEE PEE 

REAL ESTATE 

HYDE .. 
ASSOCIATES 
~ aIAL IITATI ... 

10:z8 WYOMNG 5D££T 
BOUlDER CITY. NEVADII 19005 

HOMES - LAND - BUSINESS 
INVESTMENT CONSULTANTS 

Live in what some call the Beverly Hill of La 
Vega. View of Lake Mead, the golf cour e a nd 
mountains. Your needs are our goa l. Home or 
Estate. 
Barton Hyde-Broker 702-293-6014 

RESTAURANTS 

Sharkey's 
NUGGET 

Something for everyone 

PLUS THE GREATE T 
A D FINE T 

PRIME RIB I THE WORLD 
Hwy. 395 

Gardnerville, evada 

WINNEMUCCA HOTEL 
& BAR 

95 Bridge treet 
Basque & American Dinners 
Family Style . ince 1863 

Miguel, Margaret & Michael Olano 

. RENO 

RESTAURANTS 

~iCB/(a"dC g 
of 
Topaz Lake 
702-266-3321 

Delicious aJad Bar 
Differe nt entree every night 

WESTERN STORES 

Western, English 
and Ranch Outfitters 

Two location in 
Western tore 

1020 E. 4 th treet 
R no 

:J29-9 107 

orthern evada: 
Hitchin ' Post 

30 0 Hwy. 50 East 
Carson ity 

3-:J6!l3 
"Outfittenist Outfit in Nevada" 

ELKO 
GENERAL 

MERCHANDISE 
416 Idaho Street Elko 

Rugged clothing 
for 

eVf!rTJ season 

Lev;/ Lee /Wrangler/ Tony Lama 
Santa Rosa / La Crosse/ Carhartt 
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One summer's day a century ago mining man 
Johnny Skae invited his Comstock friends 
to join him in a little fishing and fellowship. It was 
a whale of a party. By David W. Toll 

On the last Sunday in August, a 
little more than a century ago, a 
Virginia City mining speculator 

and capital fellow named Johnny Skae 
threw a party for his friends . 

Johnny Skae (pronounce it sky) was 
also a director of the Virginia & Gold Hill 
Water Company, in whose Five Mile 
Reservoir some 15,000 ew Hampshire 
brook trout fingerlings had been planted 
a year and a half before. Informed that 
the reservoir was thick with pan-sized 
brookies, and encouraged by signs of 
imminent bonanza on the 1,200 level of 
the Sierra Nevada Mine, Johnny invited a 
few hundred of his closest friends to a 
fish fry. 

Johnny's friends were the Comstock's 
leading men in politics, mining, finance, 
commerce, law, saloonkeeping and the 
press, movers and shakers of the first 
through fourth degrees. They began to 
arrive at the reservoir at ten o'clock on 
that gorgeous summer morning, drawn 
along in a grand parade of gleaming rigs 
and trotting teams. 

Johnny greeted each arriving guest 
with a glass of champagne, a fishing rod 
and a place to stand on the shore of the 
reservoir. By noon 30 or 40 Comstock 
millionaires and their accomplices were 
clustered on the shore within hailing 
distance of the bar, coats off, shirtsleeves 
rolled up, thrashing the water to a froth 
with their lines. Dozens more surrounded 
the bar and mingled together up and 
down the shore. Superintendents of the 
Comstock's richest mines swapped jokes 
with the future governors of Nevada and 
Arizona. After a while superintendent 
W.H. Patton of the Ophir Mine found a 
rowboat kept by the water company and 
recruited a crew. Thus two mine superin-
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tendents, the Virginia City manager of 
Western Union, a leading lawyer, a Gold 
Hill saloonkeeper and gambler, and 
Rollin Daggett of the Territorial Enterprise 
loaded the craft with champagne and 
launched themselves out into the little 

"----The six men loaded 
the craft with 
champagne and 
launched themselves 
out into the lake 
singing 'Life on 
the Ocean Wave' 
at the tops 
of their lungs. 

" lake singing "Life on the Ocean Wave" at 
the tops of their lungs. 

While superintendent Patton rowed 
his overloaded craft in eccentric circles, 
old William Mooney, the Virginia City 
stablekeeper, hauled in a trout about the 
size of his finger with such force that he 
broke his rod, and George Roberts of San 
Francisco snagged a trout by the belly, 
lost it, and foundered in after it with a 
great plunging splash. 

Despite these minor mishaps, the 
fishermen made great slaughter of the 
fish and the champagne. Trout were 
yanked out of the water and flew like 
glittering birds over the heads of the mob. 
They were taken without delay to the 
little structure where Mr. Chadwick of 
the International Hotel had established 

himself, his boss cook with two assistants 
(one gutting, one frying) and two bar­
tenders popping champagne corks and 
pouring whiskey. The sizzle of the pans, 
the pop of the corks, the triumphant yells 
of the fishermen-everything combined 
with the warm babble of conversation to 
create a hubbub of pure enjoyment on 
the brush-tufted mountainside. 

A new crew took over the boat, and 
Archie McConnell fell into the lake, and 
toward the middle of the afternoon 
Johnny Skae called in the fishing rods 
and opened the formalities of the day 
with the first speech. "Go in, boys," he 
cried, "and have a good time!" After the 
cheers subsided, he added, "Let's all take 
a drink!" 

This effort was greeted with even 
greater enthusiasm, and one after another 
orators held forth to cheers and applause. 
Frank Tritle spoke. Philip Deidesheimer 
spoke, and made a joke about the pond 
outside being a "true fisher" vein . Colonel 
Bob Taylor spoke and sang songs. Toasts 
were proposed, puns perpetrated and 
melodies unleashed until, as Daggett 
reported in the El1terprise, "all distin­
guishable sounds were lost in the popping 
of the champagne corks and the attempts 
of everybody to speak and sing at once." 

Even in August the sun drifts early 
behind the summit above the reservoir. 
Its shadow crept across the water and 
down the soft, steep slopes of the 
mountain, and the partyers slowly began 
to depart. Johnny Skae poured each guest 
"just one more before you go," and 
Captain Overton of the water company 
poked a cigar into each departing mouth. 

The buggies and teams made another 
fine procession as they clattered off 
toward home. Hank Smith, superinten­
dent of the Belcher Mine in Gold Hill, 
lost control of his team and smashed his 
buggy to kindling. Captain Lord's buggy 
lost a rear wheel and generally came un­
glued, with the gallant Captain dragged a 
hundred feet before he could bring his 
horses to a stop. 

My great-grandfather was a guest at 
the party, and he cherished the memory 
of it until he died. "Ali was merry as a 
marriage bell," he wrote more than 60 
years later. "Who can describe it? Cer­
tainly I cannot-and if I cannot, I'm sure 
nobo~y else can, for I believe I am now 
the only survivor of that remarkable 
episode." 

The fun, good fellowship and human 
happiness the day inspired are timeless 
and universal. It was a wonderful mo­
ment, and in the hundred years since, 

evada has yet to see another party quite 
like Johnny Skae's fish fr y. 0 

David W. Toll of Gold Hill is the author of The 
Compleat evada Traveler, former publisher 
and editor of the Gold Hill ews and a long­
time contributor to Nevada Magazine. He's 
sorry he missed Johnny Skae's party. 
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