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Editorial 

I n September 1783, King Louis XVI of 
France and Marie Antoinette watched a 
balloon go aloft with a duck, a rooster 

and a sheep on board. After the flight, the 
three successful aeronaut joined the royal 
zoo. 

In the fall of 1982, some casinos and 
businesses sponsored 21 balloons and pilots 
who carried Reno media folk straight up 
from the green pastures of Rancho San 
Rafael. The event was to celebrate balloon­
ing's 199th anniversary, the evada State 
Fair, Reno's ational Championship Air 
Races, and the perfection of the state of 

evada . 
From aloft, it became obvious why I live 

in this place. That balloon ride with Dan 
ewby in his Chauncie was so delightful 

that it put a difficult 1982 into perspective 
and offered great promise for 1983. 

As we lifted off, the sun was poking up 
over the Pine uts, its light caressing the 
gently-sloping desert hills of Reno, touching 
the peaks of the alpine Sierra to the west. I 
thought of New York that dawn, which 
always was inspiration, opportunity, educa­
tion, high wages and all kinds of people. I 
liked ew York. I also remembered good 
times, towns and terrain in England, France 
and Canada. But evada is a place against 
which nothing can compete. 

evada's ambience is honest and healthy. 
Its people, sometimes ornery, say what they 
think, decide what they want and try for it. 

evadans appreciate the past, yet never 
ignore the present or shut ou~ the future . 

As our balloon hovered for a moment 
over the silver trip of highway that runs 
between San Francisco and Salt Lake City, I 
understood well why evada is home. To 
the south were the ski slopes of Mount Rose 
and Slide. I could see duck ponds, tennis 
courts, golf links, the university and green 
shaded parks. To the east stretched the 
desert and long rows of mountains, home of 
deer, bighorns, wildflowers and hidden 
streams. From our tiny wicker basket, it was 
an endless vista . 

Before King Louis sent his zoo aloft 
almost 200 years ago, balloons were fought 
off the fields of France by farmers with 
pitchforks. The farmers believed the devil 
had to be inside the monstrous, floating 
spheres. 

Today there are no threatening farmers, 
and balloonists can land almost anywhere 
they want to. Good pilots can read the wind 
and raise or lower the temperature in the 
balloon to suit their desire for elevation. 
Vertical lift is not a problem; horizontally 
you' re at the mercy of the weather and 
wind . 

Ballooning is a quiet sport. Route is 
unimportant . The peace is broken only by 

an occasional roar from the propane burn­
ers. Controls are sparce. The most important 
aspect is having an FAA-certified pilot who 
knows how to navigate and when to let off 
the burners. Heat melts nylon at about 
300°F, and a hole in the brightly-colored 
envelope would make for an instant, per­
haps even deadly descent. 

A two-way radio kept us in touch with 
reality, with Tommy and Suzanne in the 
chase vehicle. But we didn't worry about 
them. We flew several miles, slowly and 
gently toward California, but stopped before 
the border. 

It seemed right somehow, after a slightly 
bumpy landing in the brush, to be christened 
in champagne after my rookie flight. It also 
seemed right that the tingle from that 
particular drink is exactly the same as I feel 
when I stand overlooking the Humboldt 
River above Winnemucca, fish in Lake Mead, 
or hike to the top of Wheeler Peak. It seemed 
right again to float easily and gently toward 
the end of 1982 on the eve of ballooning's 
bicentennial. And just as right to get back to 

evada's earth, where I was meant to be. 
-Caroline J. Hadley 

With thanks to Newby, Suzanne and Tommy and 
their beautiful one-of-a-kind Chauncie balloon. And 
great appreciation to Peggi Gold and Reno's Eldo­
rado Hotel for sponsoring the flight.-CfH 



Letters 

Mother and the Legend 
Jason Rubin teen's article on Death Valley 
Scotty in the September/ October issue was 
excellent, though much too short. 

I had the occasion to meet "Scotty" when 
I was a young boy of six, fresh from the 
fertile fields of Indiana, on a reconnai -
sance trip to the West along with my mother 
and her younger brother. Knowing we wer 
stopping in Death Valley, my grandfather 
had reminded us several times that Scotty 
may be there and to look him up. Sure 
enough, he was wandering the castle 
grounds, talking to the curious tourists 
many of whom had never heard of him. 

Scotty always had an eye for the ladies 
and my mother was pretty attractive, 0 

when he spotted her, he sauntered over. 
·'Where ya from?" he asked, to which my 
mother relied, "Indiana!" And Scotty cocked 
his head, grinned and hollered, "What the 
hell are ya doin' way out here?" My mother 
was pretty shocked (after all that was in 
1946) and backed away, but I lingered for a 
moment, awestruck, looking up at a living. 
breathing and slightly profane legend . 
Luckily I was whisked away by my uncle 
lest I be corrupted on the spot. I never 
forgot it, and 36 years later the Death Valley 
area continues to hold a special fascination 
for me that has never waned. 

Tee for Texas 

Dick Shayne 
Las Vegas, V 

This order may sound kind of funny coming 
from Texas but the big catch is I'm not a 
Texan, I'm a eva dan! From Reno, stuck 
here in Tomball, and can't come home for 
couple more months but I got to have your 

evada T-shirt. I would also like to say I 
love the picture you all shot of evada . 
Makes me homesick more and more each 
day. 

Larry Lee Kidd Jr . 
Tomball, TX. 

Thank you for putting out uch a great 
magazine, it really helps us ervicemen 
stationed overseas to have a "little home" 
come to u every other month . And thanks 
for giving us the opportunity to offer such 
good memento of the state we all love. 
Pleasemail the flags, suspenders, bet-on-it 
pins, T-shirts and mugs to me here. 

Throwing Curves 

William T. Peterson 
Honolulu, HI. 

Regarding Harriette Lanner's article on pine 
nuts in your September/ October i ue, she 
state that pine nuts are always ripe by 
Labor Day. After reading the article I went 
down Highway 395 and sampled the nuts 
on the road to Topaz. All I sampled were 

too green to pick. I only pick when the 
cones are about to open and the nuts inside 
are ripe and not rotten. 

As a youth in Colorado we could not wait 
for the cones to open so we would boil 
them. When the water boils the pitch comes 
to the urface . We would then kim the 
pitch off with a stick. After the cones were 
removed and cooled, the nuts could be 
removed with ease and no pitch . I line my 
roasting pan with foil and let the pine nuts 
cool a day before storing in a sealed 
container. This prevents mildew. 

Four Isn't Enough 

Ray Widmat 
Carson City, V. 

Those migrating furry quadrapedal tarantu­
lae observed near Virginia City are no 
doubt crOSSing road in search of their other 
four legs. 

Charle DeB. Ha eltine 
Reno, V. 

TIley must have lost them the first tillle they 
crossed the street! Eight legs is right, Haseltine. 

-Ed. 

evada is very nicely printed and has some 
good articles but since it was about only one 
tate and mostly about one city, La Vega , I 

was going to give it up. But to plea e Harry 
Webb, and yourself, I decided to subscribe 
again. 

Dalton Gang Hits Jackpot 

Amzie Stephens 
ashville, TN. 

I think the casinos would get more out of 
the elderly (of which I am one) to come 
over more often if they'd give a few more 
pots on the nickel and dime machines. We'd 
put them back anyway. evada is a 
beautiful state. I love it a much as I do my 
own state. One is in a different world when 
in Reno, Tahoe or wherever. Even in Jack­
pot. (Yes. We are related to the Dalton 
gang.) 

Mrs. L.c. Dalton 
Auburn, CA . 

Magazine Keeps 'Em Away 
Wish to send your rag to two pals back 
beyond the Rockies. OK? Maybe by receiv­
ing this magazine these fellow will /lot 
come out here to enjoy the great life! 

Molly Remembered 

Bill Harri 
Lake Tahoe, V. 

One article in the May/ June i ue of evada 
Magazine was especially intere ting to me. 
My parents had lived in Tu carora, and a 
lady of the evening, Molly For hay, lived 
there and was quit notorious. She was well 
liked by many of the miner but was a total 
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Pat McCarran: 
Political Boss of 
Nevada 
by Jerome E. Edwards 

Under 
the 

Mountain 
by Molly Knud tsen 

An in-depth biog­
raphy of Senator Pat 
McC arran . on e of 
Nevada's most con­
trovers ial politi c ians. 
Author Jerome Ed­
wards explores McCar­

Senator Pat McCarran 

Author Moll y Knud t­
se n presents a series o f 
vigne ttes about life in 
Central evada that 
re fl ect the charm a nd 
vita lity of the a rea . 
He r s p ir ite d ta les 

ran 's background. his rise to powe r. 
a nd h is shr ewd method s o f 
establishing politi ca l domination in 
Nevada from 1933 to 1954. 

in cl ude reminiscences of the land 
a nd its people a long w ith colorful 
accounts o f some of the a rea's 
legendary cha rac te rs. 

Paperback Illustra ted 58.75 Hardcover Illustrated 

To order or for your ca talog of other new ti tles 
fo r Fall 1982. please write or call: 

University o f Nevada Press • Re no, NV 89557-0076 
(702) 784-6573 
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Twice as many people are heating with wood as 
were just 10 years ago . If you're planning to heat 
with wood, it will pay you to PASS THE DUCK, and 
investigate Nordic's versatile Eril~ ! IT'LL SAVE YOU 

DUCKS, both in your heating bill and when you buy it! 
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.. at Glass Mountain Block 
Sparks & Carson City 

disgrace as far as the women were con­
cerned. She was a drunkard, was very noisy 
and totally disgraceful. My parents moved 
to Copper Mountain when I was about four 
years old and my sister was five . To tease 
my mother, Dad taught us to sing. "Hip, 
Hip, Hooray for Molly Forshay." When my 
mother heard us sing that she was really up 
in arms but my dad had a good laugh. 

Uoyd Nelson 
Ventura, CA. 

We love your state. Hope to move to 
Boulder City in two years or so. We check 
the mailbox with great anticipation for the 
magazine. Keep up the good work. Even our 
kids, 16 and 12, read it. They love David 
Muench . Let's have more. 

The Knuths 
Homewood, IL. 

Over the years that I taught in the Reno 
schools I used the evada Magazine as a 
valued resource material. Both the students 
and I enjoyed it immensely. ow I am using 
your publication in my English classes in 
China and it is received enthusiastically. 

You probably never thought the Nevada 
Magazine would go so far afield, and be 
read so avidly. 

Doris Folsom 
Shenyang, China 

For future retirement there is no other place 
except evada. ow is there? 

No.-Ed. 
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Mrs. Bonnie B. Merritt 
Riverside, CA. 

steel & alum inum . 

FROM $349.00 

A~ ~l 
Call or wri te for more information: 

S ierra Backswing 
P.O. Box 18226 
Reno, NV 89511 
(702) 852-4738 



The Great Nevada Picture Hunt 

Winners 
For most photographers the Nevada 

landscape is a difficult subject. The 
sunlight can be glaring, and moun-

tains are piled up in rows and interrupt the 
sky. The colors of sagebrush, creosote, rock 
and playa of the desert are subtle in all 
seasons. The weather can change like hu­
man emotions-calmly, fiercely and often 
revealingly. 

But the Nevada landscape is not impos­
sible to photograph, and a patient photo-

grapher can be rewarded with strangely 
alluring images. Winners of the Great Nevada 
Picture Hunt are such photographers. Their 
photographs are introductions to the per­
sonality of the land. 

Their photographs also introduce the 
personalities of the landholders. You dis­
cover in the behavior of critters and people, 
a"d in the aftermath of their actions, what the 
land offers and demands, how it can be 
used and why it survives the temporary 

"Lovely Valley," Susan Moore, Winnemucca, NV. 8th Place: subscription, shirt 

touches of life we may sometimes impose. 
The September/October issue presented 

the top two winners of the 1982 contest­
"Etched in Snow," a view of Red Rock 
Canyon by Las Vegan Ray Fairbanks, and "A 
Song for the Past," a portrait of a mandoli n­
playing Lee Nelson, a Denio reSident, by 
Linda Dufurrena of Winnemucca. Here is a 
further selection from the 1 7 finalists chosen 
from the nearly 1,000 prints and slides 
entered in the contest. 0 



Winners 
(Continued) 

"Wellington , Nevada" 
Lenny Kafka, Hixson, TX. 
4th Place: 20 rolls Kodak color film 

"Meadows Mall Grand Opening" 
Wi lliam P. Schaus, Jr., Las Vegas, NV. 
3rd Place: 20 rolls Kodak color film 
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"Pelicans at Pyramid Lake" 
Kenneth L. Miller, Reno, NV. 
7th Place: subscription, shirt 



"Sunset & Pecos, Las Vegas" 
Ed Opsitos, Las Vegas, NV. 
10th Place: subscription, shirt 

The Finalists 
Following are the top photographers and 
their winning photos and prizes in the 
1982 Great Nevada Picture Hunt: 
1 st: "Etched in Snow" 
Ray Fairbanks, Las Vegas, NV. 
Pentax ME Super 
2nd: "A Song from the Past" 
Linda Dufurrena, Winnemucca, NV. 
$150 gift, Luke's Nevada Photo 
3rd: "Meadows Mall Grand Opening" 
William P. Schaus, Jr., Las Vegas, NV. 
20 rolls Kodak color film 
4th: "Wellington , Nevada" 
Lenny Kafka, Hixson, TX. 
20 rolls Kodak color film 
5th: "Playhouse Rock" 
David G. Hjelstrom, Alamo, NV. 
20 rolls Kodak b&w film 
6th: "Desert Mood" 
Irene J . Brennan, Boulder City, NV. 
$25 gift, Boulevard Camera 
7th: "Pelicans at Pyramid Lake" 
Kenneth L. Miller, Reno, NV. 
8th: "Lovely Valley" 
Susan Moore, Winnemucca, NV. 
9th: "Blaine Sharp Ranch , Ruby Valley" 
Cynthia Burns, Puyallup WA. 
10th: "Sunset & Pecos, Las Vegas" 
Ed Opsitos, Las Vegas, NV. 
11th: "Wallpaper, Quartz Mountain" 
Ken Polwort, Hawthorne, NV. 
12th: "Topaz Lake" 
Dick Smith, Carson City, NV. 
13th: "Off-Road Racing" 
Ronald J. Mackey, Las Vegas, NV. 
14th: "Nevada Wallpaper" 
Perry C. Rose, Hawthorne, NV. 
15th: "Comins Lake Near Ely" 
George L. Carnes, Ely, NV. 
16th: "Relaxation, Anyone?' 
Kitty Dufresne, Carson City, NV. 
17th: "Stormy Day, Pleasant Valley" 
Cynthia Faulkner, Reno, NV. 
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Winners 
(Continued) 

"Playhouse Rock" 

"Off-Road Racing" 
Ronald J . Mackey, Las Vegas, NV. 
13th Place: subscription, shirt 

David G. Hjelstrom, Alamo, NV. 
5th Place: 20 rolls Kodak b&w film 
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Highway 1-80 / 7 miles west of Reno 

Refuel your tank or 
satisfy your appetite. 

CASINO 
RESTAURANT. SALOON 

Grandma's House Elegant Dining 
Pete's Coffee Shop 

Theatre Lounge Entertainment 
Banquet and Convention Facilities 

Childrens Game Room 
'Round-The-Clock 

Western Hospitality 

30 W. WINNEMUCCA BLVD., WINNEMUCCA, NY 89445 
TELEPHONE (702) 623·2525 

99 Luxurious Rooms 
Firepit Dining Room 
24-Hour Coffee Shop 

Entertainment/Lounge/Pool 
Non-stop Action 

Friendly Nevada People 
Childrens Game Arcade 

WINNEMUCCA BLVD. 8. LAY ST., WINNEMUCCA, NEVADA 89445 
TOLL FREE 1 (800) 648-4770 (702) 623·2511 

Robert A. Cashell, Chairman of the Board. Dick Scott, President 



Flight line: F-4 Phantoms and F-5 Tigers being prepared for aerial exercises at Nellis A.F.B. north of Las Vegas. 
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Us 
and 
the 

Feds 

Ever since Abe Lincoln brought Nevada 
into the union in 1864, the Silver State has 
had an unusual relationship with 
Washington, D.C. The state has prospered 
through federal programs like the 
Newlands Project, Hoover Dam, the Nellis 
and Fallon air bases. But no matter how 
many times we embrace the feds , it always 
seems like we're trying to kick them out. 

By Guy Shipler 
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"Nevada is ten thousand tales of ugliness and 
beauty, viciouslless alld virtue. Nevada is full of 
cOlltrasts and surprises. It is a home for 'radical 
legislation' but not for radicals. Seen by a 
Californian or a New Yorker, evada is 
unorthodox, impious, backward and ulldeveloped 
-yet hospitable, individualistic and romalltic. It 
is the home state for extremes." 

- Richard G. Lillard, "Desert Challenge" 

Forty years after Richard G. Lillard 
wrote his "biography" of the Silver 
State, evada still is all of tho e 

things. The land itself remains largely 
untamed. The state's population has in­
creased seven-fold to 800,000, but that's 
fewer than eight people per square mile. 

evadans still take pride in their state's 
wilderness, sense of freedom and the Old­
West tradition that individuals should make 
their own decisions. Outsiders who come to 
town and start messing around invite a 
figurative High oon-and sooner or later 
they'll be riding the train back home. 

This philosophy looks like plain orneri­
nes elsewhere, especially in Washington, 
D.C. To the federal government, evada is 
the mo t exasperating state in the union. 
Sometimes evada can be as helpful as any 
bureaucrat could wish. But the rest of the 
time it behaves like Dennis the Menace, an 
incorrigible the feds would like to lock in a 
clo et. 

evadans in turn welcome Washington's 
idea with either open arms or suspicion. 

o matter how often we embrace the feds, it 
always seems like we're trying to kick them 
out. 

This odd relationship has lasted for 118 
years, ever ince evada won statehood in 
1864 because Lincoln needed Comstock 
ilver in the Union treasury and two more 

supporters in the Senate. The fervor of 
evada citizens' patriotism has never been 

questioned-even the motto on the state 
seal reads, "All For Our Country." That' 
more than lip service. evada has an 
unmatched record in contributing to the 
national defense as the home of air bases, 
ammunition dumps, bombing ranges and 
the huge uclear Test Site. 

The array of installations, of cour e, does 
not represent simple generosity. The tate 
acts as much out of elf-interest as elf­
sacrifice, since military facilities bring in 
millions of federal dollars every year. 

Yet, while happily accepting that money, 
evadans complain of too great a federal 

presence in their lives. Along with their 
fierce dedication to "All For Our Country," 
they are just as loyal to another, unofficial 
motto: "Let's Get The Feds Off Our Backs." 

In 1979 the evada Legislature passed a 
re olution that led to the Sagebrush Rebel­
lion. Basically, the resolution demanded 
that the federal government turn over to 

evada most of the 86.68 percent of the 
state's 109,889 square miles that have 
always been under federal control. 

In short, the feds tend to stir equal 
amounts of patriotism and independent­
minded ness among citizens of the Battle 
Born State. It's an enigma that leaves some 
people scratching their heads. But however 
irrational the evada-federal relationship 

may appear to other , it makes perfect sense 
to evadans. 

One example wa the tatewide reaction 
to the 55-mph speed limit impo ed in 1974 
by the federal government to ave gas. 
Howl of rage aro e all over the tate. 

evadans had prided them elves on having 
no speed limit on their 5,000-plus mile of 
open highway. True, the highway patrol 
could ticket someone driving 115, say, in an 
erratic manner. But speed wa left up to the 
basic common sense of the individual, 
whom state law admonished only to drive 
in "a safe and proper manner." 

evada lawmaker proceeded to intro­
duce scores of bills de igned to curcumvent 
the federal edict. But no one could find an 
argument strong enough to prevent the 10 s 
of federal highway funds . Finally, at the 
1981 session, legi lator came up with a 
compromise that would not flout the federal 
limit. The new law reduced the sp eding 
penalty to a fin of only $5 on drivers 
caught going b twe n 55 and 70 mph, for 
"wasting a natural re ource," and by elimi­
nating the "point " that can lead to revoca­
tion of a driver' licen e. But there is a catch: 
anyone caught going over 70 mph get 
penalized from the 55-mph rate . So e­
vadans till regard the law as ju t one more 
instance of federal "interference" that has 
beleaguered the state for 11 years. 

Nevadans al 0 admit that their state 
has often benefited from federal 
program . evada was the site of 

the first federal reclamation program-the 
ewlands Project, named for the tate's U.s. 

Senator Franci G. ewland , one of the 
creators of the ational Reclamation Act of 
1902. Started a year later with the building 
of dams and canal (Lahontan Dam wa 
built 1911-15), the proj ct wa de igned to 
tore enough water from the Truckee and 

Car on river to irrigate 400,000 acres of 
arid land. 

Immediately farm prouted along the 

Lahontan Valley, and the town of Fallon, 
who e logan is "The Oasis of evada," wa 
e tabli hed . Area farmers have produc d 
million of tons of produce including the 
Heart -a-Gold cantaloupe, which are na­
tionally known for their large ize and 
unmatched flavor. 

Today the problems of water di tribution 
and the shrinking of Pyramid Lake how th 
project wa not without dangers, but 80 
year ago there was rea on to tru t Uncle 
Sam, and evadans did. 

Another major federal project for e­
vada grew out of the founding of the Bureau 
of Reclamation- Hoover Dam, the gr ate t 
con truction project of its time. In 1904 a 
reclamation engineer, Arthur Powell Davi , 
conceived the idea of a giant dam on the 
Colorado River to control flood and 
provide irrigation and power for the South­
we t. Hi propo al called for a dam 727 feet 
high, 660 feet thick at its base and trong 
enough to hold back two years of water. The 
ideal site would be in Black or Boulder 
canyon, where formidable cliff ro e on the 

evada and Arizona ide of the river 25 
mile outhea t of Las Vegas. 

After years of delays due to political and 
engineering que tions, evada Gov rnor 
Fred Balzar led ceremonies at Black Canyon 
officially opening the project on September 
17, 1930. It couldn't have happ ned at a 
better time for the tate. Between 1930 and 
1935 the dam gave employment to a many 
a 5,218 worker and provided an average 
monthly payroll of $500,000. The dam gave 
job to untold thou and of men and 
women who provided the five million 
barrel of cement and 18 million pound of 
tructural teel u ed to build what wa then 

the large t man-made tructure in the 
world . Th model town of Boulder City wa 
created, and La Vega , then a du ty town of 
5,000 re id nt , reaped the benefit of front­
page publicity. 

A work on the dam got underway, the 
building an ammunition depot 

This farmland was only sagebrush and sand until the Newlands Project, begun 
in 1903, brought irrigation water to Fallon and the Lahontan Valley. 



300 miles to the north at Hawthorne. The 
ite was elected for its remoteness. In 1926 

an ar enal in northern ew Jersey blew sky­
high, taking 30 lives. That tragedy brought a 
demand in Washington, D.C., to put such 
dangerous facilities in out-of-the-way areas. 

evada U.s. Senator Tasker addie, seeing 
an opportunity for economically-troubled 
Mineral County, told the avy that Haw­
thorne was indeed remote enough- and 
after one look, the avy agreed. 

By 1930 the de ert around Hawthorne 
was dotted with cores of earth and 
concrete bunkers, and rows of barracks and 
substantial brick officers' quarters were 
built north of town. Hawthorne became a 
key military installation, reaching its peak of 
activity during World War II when the 
town's population jumped to 13,000. 

The war brought other installations to 
evada, and, like the Hawthorne project, 

they were welcomed. In 1941, the Las Vegas 
Army Air Field (now ellis Air Force Base) 
opened nine miles north of town. The arne 
year, a $150-million defense complex, Basic 
Magne ium Incorporated, was establi hed 
13 mile southeast of Vegas, creating the 
town of Hender on. During the war Basic 
Magnesium became the nation's largest 
manufacturer of metallic magnesium, used 
in making airplane and their engines, and 
magne ium u ed for incendiary bombs 
dropped by Allied pilots. 

But the bigge t result of World War II for 
Nevada came long after V-J Day. With the 
bombing of Hiro hima and aga aki and 
the dawn of the nuclear age, the U.S. 
needed a place to study the secrets of 
nuclear weapons. 

The ideal ite turned out to be the 
southern evada desert. In 1951, 60 miles 
northwest of La Vegas, the Atomic Energy 
Commi ion began above-ground te t of 

device . For four-and-a-half years 
of 45 mu hroom clouds attracted 

touri ts to La Vega and nearby Mt. 
Charle ton to gaz at the awe orne blast . 
Scienti ts had a ured the populace that 
something called "nuclear fallout" would be 
minimal and harmles . 

In 1955, Las Vegas promoter used the 

Mushroom clouds from the Test Site, 
60 miles northwest of Vegas, were 
popular tourist attractions in the '50s. 

In the Depression years the construction of Hoover Dam on the Colorado created 
thousands of jobs and brought mIllions of dollars to a starving Nevada economy. 
Today the dam's hydroelectric plant is a major source of power for the Southwest. 

tests to the city's advantage: "Few celebra­
tions can use the publicity gimmick," 
reported the Review-Journal, "that their 
event wa 'blasted off' with an atomic 
explosion, but that apparently is the fortune 
of Helldorado officials when the test organi­
zation reported today that the 14th and final 
nuclear test of the current series i set for 
firing tomorrow." The rodeo started with a 
bang and a cloud of dust. 

Nevadans didn't complain much 
about federal interference during 
the Eisenhower years. The nation 

wa strong and re pected, and the ugly 
shadows of war had moved far away. 

Prosperity reigned throughout evada. 
Tourism and legalized gaming, the major 
industries, boomed even in time of reces­
sion. Federal funds made po ible such 
things as the building of the two interstates, 
15 and 80, which made it easier for more 
tourists to visit. Grants for social ervices 
flowed here a they did el ewhere in the 
nation, and that continued through the 
Lyndon Johnson year of the Great Society. 

Yet there was resentment beneath this 
euphoria, inten ifying whenever interfer­
ence by the federal government increa ed. 

One uch period occurred during Gover­
nor Grant Sawyer's administration (1959-
1967) . evada's gaming control system had 
reached maturity and had made great 
progress in eliminating the underworld 
influence of the state' early days. Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy, however, so 
trongly di liked gambling that he was 

determined to use his power to cripple 
evada's gaming industry, if not wipe it out. 
The chief tool in that effort was to be the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. Sawyer 
that Bobby Kennedy virtually 
the state with agents to gather 

evidence of underworld influence in the 
ca inos. What alarmed the governor most, 

he says, was his discovery that "the FBI was 
committing both federal and state illegal 
acts by probing every kind of private 
operation with indiscriminate bugging." 
Worse, Sawyer could do nothing about it: "I 
was incensed over the fact that the chief law 
enforcement agency of the nation could 
violate the law with impunity. There was no 
one to call them to task or to prosecute them 
because they were the prosecutors. I con­
sidered that a terribly dangerous situation." 

But as the probe continued, Sawyer 
discovered something even more danger­
ous. Kennedy's agents had been unable to 
come up with enough solid evidence to 
prosecute anyone. Frustrated, the attorney 
general directed that a huge strike force 
stage a simultaneous raid on every casino in 
the state, a dragnet to nab the mobsters he 
was convinced controlled evada's gamb­
ling. 

"After all, Bobby Kennedy and the 
people around him had the typical eastern 
attitude toward Nevada," the ex-governor 
explains. "What we did here as a perfectly 
legitimate busine s was illegal everywhere 
else. As a con equence, we were under a 
great deal of uspicion- the belief that 
where there is gambling, there has to be 
corruption. That's really what we've been 
fighting all these years. You still run into 
that same sort of attitude, but it was much 
more pronounced then than it is now." 

Sawyer foresaw that even if no law­
breakers were turned up in such a raid, it 
still could destroy credibility in Nevada's 
legalized gambling, and Bobby Kennedy 
would succeed in wiping out the industry. 
And Sawyer knew the only way to stop the 
raid was for him to go over Bobby's head to 
the President himself. 

Fortunately, Sawyer knew John F. Ken­
nedy well and supported him politically. A 
fellow Democrat, JFK had been Sawyer's 

(Continued on next page) 





US AND THE FEDS 
(Continued from previous page) 

guest at the governor's mansion in Carson 
City and understood a little about evada­
enough, Sawyer hoped, to grasp the prob­
lem and help. 

Sawyer made an eloquent personal plea 
to the President, explaining the situation 
and what might happen if the agents moved 
in . His plea succeeded. JFK immediately 
picked up the phone and ordered his 
brother to call off the raid on evada's 
ca inos. evada was saved at the last 
moment. 

B ut the end of that frightening 
incident did not mean the end of 
problems. On the contrary, the 

phrase "federal intervention" more and 

more became part of the evada complaint. 
There came the discovery, for instance, 

that those atmospheric tests in the bright 
days of the 1950s had greater effect than 
scientists had predicted. The fallout turned 
out to be deadly. Communities downwind 
of the mighty explosions began showing an 
unusually high incidence of cancer in the 
1970s. 

More evidence of "interference" arose. 
The Washington concept of the evada 
desert as a wasteland became literally true 
with the operation of a low-level nuclear 
waste dump at Beatty, where leaks have 
caused a running fight between the state 
and feds over safety practices. 

The MX missile system, a dormant 
project for the moment, threatened to put 
even more of the state off limits to the 

Purchase Ethel M Chocolates at any of the following locations: 
Ethel M Chocolate Factory in Henderson; McCarran Airport and Meadows Mall in 

Las Vegas; Round Hill Mall at Lake Tahoe; and Park Lane Mall in Reno. 
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public. The MX, called the largest con­
struction project in world history, would 
have shuttled 200 weapons among 4,600 
steel-and-concrete shelters in central and 
eastern evada. 

ot all evadans opposed the plan, by 
any means. The construction industry saw it 
as a boon to the economy, especially as the 
recession of the early 1980s began to cause 
layoffs. But the majority of the people 
feared the MX and, again, resented the 
infringement on their territory. President 
Reagan's announcement in October 1981 of 
the abandonment of the MX "racetrack 
mode" was a real victory for evadans. 

And yet the shadow of federal domin­
ance remains. It has become so large that it 
seems to obscure the benefits of Washing­
ton's help. Some evadans point to the 
86.68 percent of the state's rugged desert 
landscape that is not the state's at all. The 
Bureau of Land Management controls most 
of the federal land in Nevada, and even 
though the BLM has spent a lot of federal 
taxes here-on range management, for 
instance-there has been more resentment 
of the BLM than praise. Livestock and 
mining interests complain of ever-tighten­
ing restrictions in the use of public lands. 
The evada Mining Association has a slide 
show called "Welcome to evada-Property, 
U.S. Government." The title underscores 
the miners' fears of withdrawals of public 
lands for new wilderness areas. There too is 
fear of "privatization," the federal govern­
ment selling vast tracts of land to private 
interests. 

B ut can evada really be anything 
but "Property, U.S. Government," a 
wanderer who, in the end, has to 

depend upon family support? Many econ­
omists and political thinkers maintain that 

evada's interests are too thoroughly 
meshed with the nation's for the state to 
preserve independence of any sort. 

Still, the MX controversy and the Sage­
brush Rebellion prove that evadans and 
state organizations are thinking about fed­
eral policies more carefully than ever 
before. 

Residents have always liked to complain 
about the feds, since the state's economy 
has long depended upon industries-mining 
and agriculture, for instance-that see exten­
sive government regulation . But evadans 
aren't just complaining anymore . They are 
analyzing prospective government projects 
carefully, weighing the state's long-term 
interests and organizing and lobbying to 
make opinions count. 

If the present federal emphasis on states' 
rights continues, and if evadans keep 
questioning government policies before 
tossing out the welcome mat, evada stands 
to see more real freedom than before. ot 
the old freedom that evada's liberal social 
attitudes and natural feistiness won, but a 
freedom gained by reasoned, concerted 
action. evada has learned that Washington 
isn't always right an~ that federal funds 
aren't always the bottom line. 0 

Guy Shipler of Carson City is a newspaper 
columnist, Time/ Life correspondent and frequent 

evada contributor. 
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• 
Mary Fulstone, the longest-practicing doctor in 
the state, has been helper and healer to three 
generations of Smith Valley families. 
By Rose Anne DeCristoforo 

Dr. Mary Fulstone has a lilting, bright, 
intensely cheerful voice and a man­
ner of speaking that vibrates with 

energy. She often laughs as she tells of her 
life as helper and healer to generations of 
pioneering evada families and native 
Paiute Indians. " I've enjoyed my life. I 
wouldn't change it," she says. Then, hesitat­
ing fot a moment, she adds, "Although I 
would like to have kept my eyes a little 
better." At the age of 90, Dr. Mary has 
problems with her eyesight and has slowed 
the pace of her medical practice, but her 
essential cheer has not been affected. 

She sits in the front room of the old 
Fulstone home in Smith Valley. Sheep stand 
in the long fields beyond the cottonwoods 
under a white Thanksgiving sky. The day is 
cold, and even as she reminisces, Dr. Mary's 
attention turns promptly to the fireplace 
whenever a new piece of wood is needed. 

Wheh she was 28, Mary Fulstone arrived 
in Smith Valley from San Francisco. The 
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year was 1920. She had married Fred 
Fulstone, a Smith Valley sheep rancher, the 
year before and completed her first year of 
medical residency while carrying her first 
child. "I was too busy to worry," she says 
lightheartedly of the unorthodoxy of that 
arrangement. "But when I came here people 
were kind of aghast at the idea of a woman 
doctor." 

Even her own family didn't take her 
seriously, as she discovered in August 1920 
when her first child, Fred Jr., was born. " I 
started in having pains," she remembers. " I 
hardly knew what they were, but I got the 
forceps and the sterile things, and called Dr. 
Leavitt from Yerington to come and help ." 
Yerington was 25 miles away, so her young 
husband called his mother. "Grannie Ful­
stone had helped others. Grannie said, 'Well 
let me look at you: and then she said, 'Oh 
my, the baby's going to come, oh it can't, the 
doctor's not here yet!'" 

The doctor was indeed there, and there 

to stay. Sixty-two years later she is a living 
legend, her scrapbook bursting with news­
clippings of the honors she has received. "I 
was named Doctor of the Year once by the 
men," she says proudly of an award given in 
1961 by her male colleagues. The longest­
practicing phYSician in the state of evada, 
Dr. Mary is also the mother of five children 
and boasts of eleven grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. She has delivered the 
babies of three generations of Smith Valley 
families. She was named Nevada Mother of 
the Year in 1950, Citizen of the Year in 1964 
and had her name placed in the Congres­
sional Record in 1978. "I didn't worry about 
anything, I just did the work," she says with 
characteristic simplicity. 

Did the demands of doctoring ever 
conflict with raiSing her family? o. "I loved 
meeting people, seeing the people, being 
able to help them. I never entertained the 
thought of quitting." 

Helen uti, a longtime neighbor, re-
members her making house calls with her 
small, identical twin daughters, Eleanor and 
Jeannie. The twins would wait in the car and 
honk the horn from time to time, and Dr. 
Mary would pause and say, "Oh dear!" 
whenever she heard the horn . 

Those same mischievous girls later were 
selected as the Toni Twins, the sweethearts 
of a worldwide home-permanent advertis­
ing campaign in the 1950s. 

While the children were young, Dr. Mary 
never traveled far . Her sister Jennie, who 
lived in the Fulstone ranchhouse, helped 
with rearing the kids. Dr. Mary maintains an 
office in her home to this day, but only after 
the children were older did she enlarge her 
practice to include the larger community of 
Yerington in Mason Valley to the north. 

Times were hard during the early years. 
Keeping the ranch together through the 
Depression was a struggle . "Lots of my bills 
went toward running the ranch," she 
explains. "My care for the people at the 
store went to pay the store bill." 

eighbors tell another story. During 
those years when money was scarce many 
people received no bill at all from the young 
doctor-mother. "Dr. Mary would be a 
billionaire if she had charged for all the 
things she's done," says a neighbor of 50 
years. One couple took their infant son to 
her through a year of illnesses. "We never 
had any money, and it was never discussed," 
says the mother, who is now a great-grand­
mother. "Finally, we went to Dr. Mary and 
said, 'What do we owe you?' She said, 'Well, 
now, let me see. Does $15 sound like too 
much? '" 

"No matter what time of the day or night, 
if you called, she came:' says another 
neighbor. "In snow two-three feet deep, 
even in the winter of '33-34 when the snow 
was clear up to the top of the fenceposts. 
She could really drive a car." Another 
remembers the young mother as "a very 
pretty woman with no time to dress up." 

Dressing up wasn't the point for Mary 
Fulstone. The important thing was bringing 
comfort to her patients. "There were times 
when you felt terrible for people. People get 
very, very scared when they're ill, but they 
relax when the doctor comes. Sometimes 
you wish you could do more. The important 



thing is to get the right treatment at the right 
time." 

When Dr. Mary began her practice, none 
of the white people in the valley would have 
dreamed of seeking her services. Even as 
late as the mid-thirties, according to one 
Smith Valley resident, people coming to the 
area from other places had never heard of a 
lady doctor. Her first patients were local 
Indians. The government hired her to care 
for the Indians for $90 per month, flat rate. 
Once or twice a month she traveled by car 
to Topaz, Coleville, Bridgeport and Sweet­
water. The trip into the mountain took a 
full day, and she also was called for 
emergencies. 

One of her mo t powerful memorie i of 
crawling into a hole in the bottom of a 
teepee in Bodie to find an Indian woman 
tending her husband, who was uffering 
from a large cancerous growth in hi 
stomach. "The man was in a bed on the 
floor, and a hole was dug in the floor with a 
fire going in it to keep the winter cold out. 
She burned oil in a dish for light. The 
woman sat be ide him on the floor, holding 
hi hand. She said, 'We're so glad to see 
you, because we're sure you'll cure him.' All 
I could do for the man was give him 
morphine tablets." 

Born In Eureka, Mary Fulstone (far right) grew up in Carson City and was captain 
of the Carson High School girls' basketball team in 1910. 

"----During the Depression 
many people received 
no bill at all from 

Men occa ionally had trouble under­
standing how they should relate to a woman 
doctor. Dr. Mary recalls being called to 
Sweetwater in the mountains above Smith 
Valley to help an Indian woman who was in 
labor. She found a woman with a dead baby 
lying cro swise inside her womb. "I worked 
a couple of hours or more. I almost weated 
to death. The woman was on the floor, but I 
got her up on the table and finally I got her 
delivered, and she lived." 

the young doctor-mother. 
'She'd be a billionaire 

Some time later an Indian man appeared 
at the ranch wanting to see Fred Fulstone, 
the man of the hou e. "Your wife came to 
take care of my wife, now my wife is healed. 

if she had charged 
for all the things she 
has done,' says a 
neighbor of 50 years. 

Eleanor and Jeannie Fulstone became national celebrities in 1950 when they 
were named the Toni Twins. Today Jeannie Corfee lives in Sacramento and 
Eleanor Killebrew is owner of Heavenly Ski Resort at Lake Tahoe. 

" 

How much you charge me?" the VI Itor 
a ked . "He wanted to pay Fred, not me, you 
ee," he ay . 

"One thing about Fred i that our 
marriage has been 0 succe ful becau e he 
wa alway bu y with what he wa doing, 
and then we had our life tog ther. Fr d 
used to h Ip with everything. He liked it, he 
didn't mind it at all." 

When their children were mall the 
living room of their home erved a a 
waiting room for her patient . One day the 
waiting room was full of people, and a wool 
buyer came to the front door and a ked for 
Fred, only to be told that he wa around 
back. "Fr d wa hanging out diaper ," he 
says, laughing, "and the man went into town 
and told everybody how henpecked that 
Fred Ful ton was-here hi wife i having 
a party in the living room and h ' hanging 
up laundry!" 

Dr. Mary ha a soft per pective on th 
hardline po ition taken by many contem­
porary femini t , however. "They work too 
hard on it. They've made it such a political 
i u . It'll come gradually. You ju t do your 
work," he advi e . 

"You know how I decided to be a 
doctor?" he ask . " I grew up in Car on City 
and I went to the Univer ity of California . I 
wa going to tudy math and I Iik d all the 
sci nce , chemi try and biology, and I got 
friendly with th pre-medical group. 

"When we got into our fourth year, the 
pre-medical tudent talked me into going 
on with them into the fir t year of medical 
school. 'Oh, come on, tay with u : th y 
said," and he laugh , the merry pirit of 
1915 re ounding in the room. "And, 0 I 
did!" Her voice sparkle with uch delight 
he ound as if he i ready to b gin it all 

again . One can ea i1y under tand why tho 
medical tudent were determined to k ep 
Mary Ful tone around. 

"Oh, I loved it all:' she ay . 0 

Rose Anne DeCristoforo, Comstock bureau cllief for 
the Ma on Vall y ew al1d Com tock ouri r, 
grew lip 011 a Masoll Valley rallcll . 
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E. E. Roberts 
and the PoHtics of 
Personal Liberty 
Reno's three-time mayor was one of the great 

architects of the Nevada character. 
By David W. Toll 



When the evada Legislature legal­
ized gambling and the six-week 
divorce in 1931, the New York 

Times sent a reporter to Reno to witne s the 
opening of the newly legal gambling joints 
on Douglas Alley and Commercial Row. 

"Viewing the operation of one of the 
crowded games," he wrote in the Times on 
March 21, "Mayor E.E. Roberts, picturesque 
survivor of the old days, gave his idea of 
how a city should be run, while announcing 
that all games would have to be 'on the 
square.'" 

"It's all nonsense trying to regulate 
people's morals by law," Roberts said . "For 
eight years I've been trying to make Reno a 
place where everybody can do as they 
please, just so they don't interfere with 
other people's rights. 

" ow we can do lawfully what evada 
has always done undercover." 

Thus did the spotlight of national atten­
tion illuminate Edwin Ewing Roberts, one of 
the great architects and exemplars of the 
Nevada character. Today he is an almost 
forgotten man, overshadowed in the public 
memory by such contemporaries as George 
Wingfield and Bill Graham. But 50 years 
ago, when naughty Reno caught the eye of a 
nation eager for scandal, Roberts' philoso­
phy of freedom made headlines every­
where. 

" I have never been in favor of legislating 
morals into people," he confided to a 
reporter a few days later. "I believe in 
temperance in all things, but not in prohibi­
tion . I believe in arriving at temperance by 
education, looking at life through a broad 
and tolerant viewpoint." 

To a Virginia divorcee, Ed Roberts was 
the "genial elderly gentleman with the 
twinkling blue eyes" who beguiled her in 
his office one spring morning in 1930. 

"Guns, pistols and derringers were placed 
so close together around the door and 
window frames that the wood was almo t 
hidden," she wrote in a letter home. "Across 
one end of the room were shotguns 
standing in racks, dozens of them . Birds' 
nests decorated the chandelier. On the walls 
were post-cards, posters, handbills and 
photographs, for the Mayor is a family man, 
and the father-in-law of Walter johnson, the 
famous baseball man . 

"When the walls, ceilings and furniture 
offered no more roosting places, the floor 
had been pressed into service. A great heap 
of deer antlers occupied one corner. Piles of 
ore- gold, silver, copper-were massed 
under the windows, together with Indian 
mortars and grinding stones." 

For two hours Roberts had entertained 
her. "You see that pair of deuces over there? 
Those little two-spots were worth just 
$15,000 to the nervy man who held them in 
a game in Gold Hill in the '70s. And that 
pair of aces: that pair of aces won $37,000 
over a pair of jacks. Tex Rickard at in that 
game, and Walter Mack." 

She wrote, "There was much to intrigue 
one in the personality of this man who was 
at once typical of yesterday and today. 

When gambling was legalized in 1931 , 
Roberts (left) said, " It's all nonsense 
trying to regulate morals by law." 

There was about him a implicity almost 
elemental, and yet very word he utte red 
was freighted with shrewdness and insight. 

" I think it mu t take an uncommon order 
of intelligence and ability to uccessfull y 
bridge that gap between the old order of 
things and the new; to be just as much 
home in the sophisticated metropolitan ism 
of the Reno of today a in the time when a 
new gold strike made men millionaire in 
the morning and gambling made them 
paupers at night; to bring out of that older 
period none of the scars but only trength 
and virtues with which to build a modern 
co mopolite. 

" I guess it wasn't by chance that evada 
chose Mr. Roberts to repre ent her in 
Congress and Reno conferred upon him her 
highest honor." 

Ed Roberts wa born Dece mber 12, 
1870, in Sutter County, California . 
Hi parents had driven an ox team 

from Iowa 10 year earlier, and his fath er 
had become a farmer and crossroads 
blacksmith . Young Roberts was educated at 
Howe's Acade my in Sacramento and late r 
was certified as a teacher by the State 

ormal School in San jo e. He taught 
school at Hollister, California, from 1891 to 
1897 

While teaching he also began to study 
law. In 1893 he married ora Range and 
became the clerk of a committee of the 
California Legislature. He re umed this ta sk 
in 1895 and again in 1897 while maintain­
ing his teaching and hi legal studies. Hi 
quickening intere t in politics prompted 
him to enroll in the California School of 
Elocution and Oratory. 

In 1897 Robert wa one of hundreds of 
Californians who traveled to Carso n City to 
witness the heavyweight championship prize 
fight between Corbett and Fitz immons. 
Roberts was 0 impressed with we te rn 

evada that when he wa offered a teaching 
position at Empire, a littl e mill town on th e 
Carson River, he accepted at once. 

In 1899 he passed the evada bar, 
announced for Orm by ounty di strict 
attorney and was elected. He erved five 
consecutive two-yea r te rms, and in 1910 he 
campaigned for th e Republican nomination 
for Congress to ucceed George "judgie" 
Bartlett. Robert ran on an anti-Chine e, 
prO-irrigation platform that ca rried him to a 
2,378-vote victory over Charle Sprague of 
Goldfield, and in january 1911 he went to 
Washington . 

Roberts' Washington ca ree r was notabl e 
for hi daughter Hazel' marriage to Walter 
"Big Train" john on, ace pitche r of the 
Washington Senators, and for voting in 
1917 with 49 other congre men and six 
senators again t war with Germany. 

Three weeks after the declaration of wa r, 
Roberts addressed the Hou on th e issue of 
the draft. " If it be trai to rous to con cien­
tiou sly oppo e what you be li eve will lead to 
the establi hment in thi s Republic, of a 
despotic military system, then, gentleme n, I 
plead guilty to the charge," he roared . 

"Bette r for u and tho e who come after 
u that we had neve r entered thi war than 
to do so at the price f tho e principles on 
which our government i based . True 

patriot have no need of con cription . 
" If all the people in thi countr who 

ha ve been yelling th eir heads off for war 
during th e la st three yea rs would now come 
forward and volunteer their ervices like 
real men, there would be no need for 
conscription . I have always noticed, how­
eve r, that d og who bark eldom bit , and 
men who start fi ghts seldom if ever engage. 

"A for th state I have the honor to 
represent, it will not be neces ary to resort 
to conscription. evada is th e fir t tate in 
the Union to come forward with it full 
quota of troops. 

" It i ea y enough," he concluded, "to it 
down here and provide mean by which 
und er the law you can go into th e home 
and drag from the firesides of this country 
anyone you d esire and put him into th e 
trenche of a foreign land . Such action is a 
body-blow to libe rty." 

In a tate that likes a fight as much a 
evada, in which an Elko County cowboy 

hiked 52 miles across country through 
snowdrifts and frozen streams to enli st, and 
in which a Churchill County "draft -dodge r" 
wa hunted d own and hot, the congres -
man' peech wa not univer ally appre­
ciated . He wa confronted in th e Rive r id 
Hotel one day, according to a tory till told 
in Reno, by an angry patriot who call d him 
a coward for voting against the war. Robe rt 
knocked him down and went on, but he 
may have recog nized that hi po ition 
need ed clarifying. 

In 1918 he again spoke in Congre s. 
"War is now on," he sa id . "The ea rth i 
shaking with the tramp, tramp, tramp of our 
boy in khaki and we join hand a w 
wi h th em Godspeed As for me, 
although I did everything in my power to 
avert thi s war, even to the extent of voting 
again t it, I am in favor of fighting fo r an 
honorabl e and la ting peace if it cost the 
la t d ollar of American mone and tak th e 
la t drop of Am erica n blood ." 

That yea r Roberts decla red for th e U.s. 
enat e and won the Republican 

nomination, but th e incumbe nt, 
Charle B. Hend er on of Elko, d feated him 
in the ge nera l e lection . Out of public o ffi ce 
for the fir t time in nea rl y 20 yea r , h 
re umed his law prac tice in Reno with 
offices in th e E.C. Lyons Building at Second 
and Ce nt er treet. As perhaps he had 
fore een, his prominent and wealthy Wa h­
ington friend from time to tim e required 
divorce , which took o nl y ix months in 

evada, and Robe rts was in a po ition to 
ob lige . 

By th e tim e he ca me to th e attention of 
the nati onal press, he could brag that he had 
won mo re than 2,000 divorce cases for hi 
clien t and had 10 t only one . "My client lied 
to me," h e plained . "The chump didn 't te ll 
me that he had anoth er wife living, and I 
didn' t find it ut until he howed up in 
cou rt as a witne s." 

In 1923 he ran for mayor of Reno, then a 
burg of about 15,000 resid ent s, again t th e 
incumbent and an ex-mayor tryi ng for a 
comeback. The principal i sue of th e cam­
paign wa what to do about prostitution. 
ci t o rd er had clo ed Re no' red- light area 
th e previou year, but the trad had simpl y 

NEVADA 21 



View from Roberts' downtown office: the Bank Club and crowds on Center Street. 

att r d around town. Robert favored 
e tabli hing " " egregated di tric!" on the 
a tern dge of th city and was elected by 

more than a thous" nd vot . Thu he can be 
con idered the father of the cel bra ted 

tockade, the walled-off com pie of crib by 
the rive r, pre ided over by a city cop, that 
wa a Reno landmark until it wa clo ed 
during World War II. 

Robert al 0 acquir d and developed the 
b autiful Idlewild and Wingfield park for 
the city and received critici m from th 
Gazelle for putting 10 of hi cronie on the 
public payroll a park policemen. 

In 1926 his wife died, and he wa b aten 
by Ta ke r Oddie for the Republican nomi­
nation to the U.s. Senate. In 1927 he wa re­
elected mayor and erved a chief organizer 
of the Transcontinental Highway Expo it ion; 
it was Roberts who dedicated the old Reno 
arch on orth Virginia Street. In 1930 he 
ran for governor but lost in the primary to 
Fred Balzar of Hawthorne. Roberts an­
nounced at once that he would be a 
candidate for a third te rm a mayor. 

One ob erve r of Robert at the time was 
John Sanford, a reporter for the Gazelle who 
regularly cover d the city bea t. In an int r­
view for the Oral Hi tory Program at the 
Univer ity of evada, the longtime news­
pap rman said, "The JOl/rnal had alway 
more or Ie tended to upport Ed Robert 
and the more lib ral ide of Reno' life, and 
th Gazelle wa highly critical o f that ort of 
thing. We'd take after Ed Robert right 
r gular, but I would like to note thi , that Ed 
Robert wa one of tho e politician , good 
on , who never took per onally tho 
thing that were aid about him politically. 

"W might carve him all to piece in the 
paper and ee him the next morning: 'Well, 
don 't you want to come in and have a drink 
with me and open up the day?' He alway 
open d up the day with a lug of whi key 
and a gla fill ed up with milk. He wore 
that wa what kept him in good health. 

"Every year, about th e tim duck ea on 
came along, why Ed would come into the 
office, and [ay,) 'Well, boy, th e duck 
ea on open tomorrow. Won't you come 

out to my place there at Spani h Spring 
Valley and have a hunt on the opening day? 
And be ure to get the re in plenty of time 
for breakfa t.' Ed meant that incerely." 
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John Cahlan, later a La V ga new­
paper editor, reported for the Journal in the 
late twentie . "Ed Robert wa mayor at the 
time," he recalled in hi oral hi tory, "and 
he had been a congre man from the state 
of evada . If there wa anybody that looked 
like a congre man, it wa~ Ed Robe rt . H 
always walked down the trt! t in a big frock 
coat with a big heavy gold chain drap d 
acro th front of hi ve t, and carried a 
cane, and wor ad rby hat , which wa quite 
a big deal in Reno becau e very few people 

ve r aw d rby hat the re. He wa quite a 
dand y." 

And he wa beginning hi 1931 r ­
ele tion campaign ju t a he new wide­
op n gambling law attracted th e attention of 
th national pre . 

" In one re pect Mayor Robe rt ha 
radically departed from hi pr viOl! me­
thod ," th Gazette noted di approvingly in 
it March 2 political column. "Both in 1923 
and 1927, when he wa a mayoralty 
ca ndidate, Rob rt tudiou Iy avoid d i u­
ing tatement of any kind and told all 
interviewer when a ked if he wi hed to 
make any public announcement , that he 
had nothing to ay. 'Let leeping dog lie: 
wa his favorite aying. 'Let the other fellow 
do the talking.' 

"With the arrival everal p cial 
writer ent here to report upon evada's 
n w libe ral legislation he began to volley 
forth hi opinion on all ort of thing , and 
get in the picture bei ng taken around the 
gambling game 

"He certainl y ha abandoned the win­
ning si lence of other da ." 

Two day later the editorial column of 
th Gazelle iced over with cold rage. 
"Adopting all th trick of a profe ional 
howman, Mayor E.E. Robert ha mounted 

the public platform to 'defend ' the city of 
Reno. 

" If Reno need any d fen e it i again t 
the notoriou incompetence of Mayor 
Roberts, and there i ev ry evidence that 
thi will be attend d to in the el clion next 
month." 

The legalization of gambling and en­
actment of the ix-week divorce had 
prompted denunciation of evada 

from score of politician and churchmen. 

When Dr. Clarence True Wil on, national 
director of the Methodi t Board of Temper­
ance, called Reno a combination of Sodom, 
Gomorrah and perdition, Ed Robert re­
pond d. From the pulpit of the local 

Methodist church, at the monthly Men's 
ight meeting, he delivered a sermon the 

like of which no church-goer had ever 
heard before. 

"Pro titution i an age-old problem that 
must be faced," he aid, "and Reno's 

gregated district is the one ane way of 
handling it. 

"Gambling i bad bu in s any way it is 
looked at," he continued, "but far more 
de irabl when conducted in the open than 
undercover. 

" I believe in divorce," Roberts said . "But 
more than that, I believe in letting people 
have what they want. When a per on want 
a divorce, you may be sure that he or she is 
going to get it, omewhere, omehow. 
Therefore, I don't ee why evada houldn't 
give it to them and make it ea y for them to 
get it. It benefit u all." 

But it was th mayor' olution to the 
graft and corruption of Prohibition that 
most astonished his audi nce and delighted 
the pre s. 

"Prohibition i unenforceable," he aid, 
and he informed the gathering that he had 
long ince instructed the city police to 
ignore liquor offence unle specifically 
reque ted to a i t federal agent . " If the 
city officer raided one joint and mis ed 
another, I would be accu ed of being a big 
a grafter as orne prohibition officer are 
accu ed of being. 

"The only way to put the bootlegger out 
of bu ine ," he declared, " i to place a 
barrel of good corn whi key on every 
downtown treet corner, with dipper at­
tached, and sign inviting pas ersby to help 
themselves to all they want, free of charge. 
The only condition i that they'd have to 
drink it there, and couldn't take any away. 
That is the way to eliminate the problem of 
whi key and graft, and it i the only way." 

The following day' headlines howed 
that Robert had clearly upstaged the 
temperance director. "Mayor in Pulpit 
Declar Free Liquor Would Solve Evil," 
ga ped the Gazelle. "Reno' Mayor Urges 
Free Whisky Barre!," chortled the New York 
Times. 

The reform candidate for mayor, Ford 
dealer Howard Doyle, issued a lengthy cam­
paign statement emphasizing lower tax 
rates, but the free-whiskey platform and the 
philosophy of personal liberty on which it 
was built carried Roberts to a landslide 
victory of more than 900 votes in May. 

Ed Roberts died on the morning of 
December 11, 1933, the day before hi 64th 
birthday, having lipped into a diabetic 
coma everal day earlier. His funeral wa as 
lavi h a end-off a Reno could provide, but 
the epitaph that linger i n't on his tomb-
tone. It i the old reporter John Sanford' 

affectionate summing up: 
"He wa a pr tty good 01' scoundrel in 

his way." 0 

David W. Toll of Gold Hill is the aut liar of The 
Compleat evada Traveler alld a longtime 

evada contributor. 



"Who's got a line on 
my banking needs 
that's more than a 

line of credit?" 
Business banking for medium and large 
Nevada and national corporations is a 
specialized field . And nobody specializes 
like the new Corporate Banking Division of 
First Interstate Bank of Nevada, NA 

But specialization takes special 
know-how. So the First Team offers you a 
Corporate Finance Officer. His business is 
to know yours. To talk your language. To 
understand your banking needs. To apply 
his highly developed business and bank­
ing skills. And give you the kind of seNice 
that gets him out of his office and into 
yours, whenever you need him. 

What else does he deliver? 
The broadest possible range of banking 
seNices custom-tailored to the needs of 
corporations doing business in Nevada 
and across the country. The most 
advanced cash management system 
offered by any bank in our state. And an 
exclusive link with the 21-bank, 11-state 
resources of First Interstate Bancorp. 

For corporate banking that really 
means business, call your First Team 
branch manager today Or a Corporate 
Banking Officer in Reno at (702) 784-3311 
or Las Vegas at (702) 385-8716. They've 
got the line on business banking. 

r~ First 
~.-:Ilnterstate 

Bank 



FmaIly, a loan -with 
no-strings-attached. 

Nev~ 
National Bank's 

Nevada National Bank's new Home Equity Loan 
Program may well be the most exciting breakthrough 
for present home owners and prospective home 
buyers in the loan market this year. 

Under this new program you can borrow against 
the equity in your home and you can use the money 
for any purpose you wish. The loan cannot exceed 
80% of the value of your owner-occupied residence, 
less any amount you now owe on the house, or up 
to 70% on non owner-occupied residences. lmpor­
tantly, our new loan will not disturb the low interest 
rate you may have on your present mortgage. 

This new program can also be utilized by prospec­
tive home buyers in the purchase of a new home. 

Check these unique benefits: 

1 Loans can be written on a 15 year term with 
• 30 year amortization to help keep your 
monthly payments low. 

2 Proceeds from your loan may be used for 
• any purpose, there are no restrictions. 

3 Types of property, eligible under this program 
• include: Single family residences, duplexes, 

triplexes and 4-plexes. 

4 Interest rates vary with market conditions and 
• to date have been most favorable. 

5 Your Home Equity Loan will not affect the 
• interest rate on your current mortgage. 

G:r For more information on your new Home Equity Loan Program, contact 
- any branch office in Reno, Las Vegas, Sparks, Carson City or at Lake Tahoe 
- or Nevada National Bank's Real Estate Department in Las Vegas or Reno. 
l~= (This offer limited to Nevada residents only.) 

Nevada National Bank 
MEMBER FDIC 
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READING 

Eureka, Borax Smith 
and America's Cars 

firm during Eureka'S heyday in 1879, and to 
help promote the town he published a short 
history, now a Vintage evada reprint. It is 
a curious book, full of exaggerations, 
statistics and airy prose. Still, there is much 
to charm readers, and chapters on the 
district's mines and mining techniques 
reveal the ingenuity of frontier technology 
in detail. Molinelli's enthusiasm for Eureka 
led him into statements that now seem 
prophetically ironical: Eureka's "prosperity 
is more assured than that of Virginia City." 
His proud boast is sadly true for the mining 
industry, but both communities have since 
found other kinds of bonanzas. 

A selection of new Nevada works, includ ing the 
age of the automobile, a 19th-century commercial 
and the originator of 20-mule-team borax. 

T he following are recently-released 
books on evada subjects or by 

evada authors. Bookstores around 
the state offer most of the titles, and 
publishers' addresses are included for those 
who wish to order by mail. 

American Cars, by Leon Mandel, photography 
by Baron Wolman and Lucinda Lewis. Stewart, 
Tabori & Chang, 1 West 39th St., New York, 
NY. 10018. $48.50. Hardbound, 448 pages. 
"We are nearing the end of the Century of 
the Car," writes automobile scholar Leon 
Mandel of Reno, " we can look forward 
to having the car a little while longer, and 
we should be delighted about it all. We have 
built brilliant automotive devices in this 
country." 

American Cars is a profusely-illustrated, 
full-color testimonial to this nation's auto­
mobiles and a thorough history of the 
industry. The photographs alone prove 

Mandel's contention that our "national 
mania for movement" has produced and 
overproduced vehicles as motley, profligate, 
eccentric and elegant in appearance and 
behavior as the American people. 

Formerly senior editor at both Motor 
Trend and Car and Driver magazines, Mandel 
understands the wayward brilliance of car 
manufacturers well, and his text explains 
how the industry has driven the country 
down a rutted road it cannot retrace. 

But car lovers will swoon just to look at 
this book. The 450 photographs, most taken 
in Reno of cars from Harrah's Automobile 
Collection, is a cruise through car heaven, 
where every model imaginable, and some 
not imaginable, shine like new. 

Eureka and Its Resources, by Lambert Moli­
nelli. University of Nevada Press, Reno, NV. 
89557. $6. Paper, 136 pages. 
This book is a 19th century frontier 
commercial. Molinelli owned a real estate 

Borax Pioneer: Francis Marion Smith, by 
George H. Hildebrand. Howell-North Books, 
11175 Flintkote Ave., San Diego, CA. 92121. 
$15. Hardbound, 318 pages. 
Francis Marion "Borax" Smith was the 
pioneer developer of large-scale borax 
mining in the West. Starting in central 

evada in 1886 and moving to Death Valley 
in the 1890s, Smith founded a mining 
empire that made him a multi-millionaire. 
In 1914 he lost his entire fortune through a 
series of mergers but had almost regained 
his wealth by the time of his death in 1928. 
Originator of the borax-hauling 20-mule 
team, Smith was the exemplar of mining 
developers, according to this biography by 
economist George Hildebrand. The book is 
carefully written and profusely illustrated, 
and although Smith may not appear exactly 
a business saint, the book is a true case 
study of 19th century western economics. 0 

Limited Edition Prints 

, 2 Air Race Poster $25. 
17"x22" 
Image 
SI 200 

from Northern 
Nevada 
BY~11f~ 

These are subjects that are 
unique to the Reno/Tahoe area. 

Done in a photo-realism style, all 
prints are on the highest quality 
paper signed & numbered by the artist. 
Add $5.00 for handling & shipping. 

evada residen ts add sales tax. 
r----------------------
I Make check payable to: Mel Mathewson I 

I 
Craphics Unlimited, 151 Wonder St.. Reno. V 89502 I 

D Decoyon I 
I l\ame ------------ a shelf I 
I D 2Air I 

Address Race Poster 
I D Ranch at I I City ierra\'ille I 

I State Zip D Used up i 
Used up Image 7"x9" $25. I 
I 350 Check enclosed: $ I '--_________________________ L __________________ --J 
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BILL BOYD, 
"THE NEVADAN" 

Honorary Marshall of 
Virg inia City and Gold Hill 

Promoting our 
Western Heritage 

Bn.L BOYD'S WESTERN' WORLD 
where the freeway meets 
So. Virg inia, Coliseum Meadows. 
Reno, and Carson City. 

THE NEV AJ:JA com COMPANY 
Numismatic Gold 
and Silver Coins 
Silver Dollar Investments 
also at Coliseum Meadows 

THE NEV AJ:JA TRADmG POST 
Everything for the Westerner 
27 North "C" Street 
Virg inia City, NV 89440 
702-847-0535 

TERRA WFm REALTY 
Residential & Commercial 
real estate 
Gabrielle Boyd, Broker 
920 Kuenzl i Lane 
Reno, NV 89502 
702-323-2886 

BOYD BUCKLES 
Silver and Gold Buckles, 
Western & Coin Jewelry. 
In better western & 
department stores. 

Bill Boyd's! 
THE NEV AJ:JAN' SERIES 
Adult leather outerwear 
Bn.L BOYD'S Ln.' PARDNEES 
Ch ildren's leather 
distributed & manufactured 
in U.S.A. 

For more information : 

Robert W. Boyd & Associates 
P.O. Box 7442 
Reno, NV 89510 
702-786-3300 
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LYNNE JORDAN 

Woodburning ''The Guardian" 

Featuring 
Mike Miller 
Joni Falk 
Lynn Thomas 
Theron Imlay 
Terry Gilbreth 
Wayne Justus 
Dick Heichberger 
Jeffrey Craven 
Leona Tidd 
J.L. Searle 
Don Ely 
Roland Lee 
David DeMatteo 
Carol Harding 
Martin Grelle 
Gregory Sievers 
Ray Tidd 
Charles Frizzell 
and others 

MINI ART SHOW 
December 4 

For more information write 
P.O. Box 246 
Boulder City, Nevada 89005 
(702) 293-3958 

Why does the Nevadan wear blue 
suspenders? Because they 're chic 
and very useful with or without a 
belt. High quality braces are 2" 
wide, imprinted with NEVADA 
logo. Three sizes: ladies and 
youth 's up to 5' height; regular, 
up to 6' height; X L, for tall folks. 
$6.50 per pair. 

el'ada Magazine Suspenders 
Capitol Complex larson City. NV 89710 

SIERRA 

BW 
REIITALS 

Northern Nevada's 
Only R.V. 

Rental Agency 

Motorhomes 
Travel Trailers 

Travel Planning Services 
Available 

Call For Free Brochure 

2802 Kletzke lane. Reno NV 89502 
Phone (702) 323-6755 



I n the town's early history, Bunkerville 
was not a comfortable place to live. It 
was founded along the Virgin River in 

southern evada, in an area so arid and hot 
that even the lizards thought it was Hell's 
front porch . The river often gushed over its 
banks, sweeping away dams and crops. 
From time to time, U.S. marshals descended 
on the town and arrested its Mormon 
patriarchs for keeping more than one wife. 

But to farmers like Myron Abbott, 
Bunkerville was on the road to paradise - a 
place to work hard, practice a daring 
communal Mormonism freely and build a 
home for future generations. 

Other Mormon settlements in the area­
las Vegas and Overton among them- had 
initially failed when Edward Bunker led a 
band of 27 settlers to the flood plain of the 
Virgin in 1877 There they would live and 
farm according to United Order, a doctrine 
that placed all goods and property in 
communal care . 

By the time he joined the new settle­
ment in the fall of 1877, Abbott had led a 
hard, nomadic life . He was born on 
December 2, 1837, in Perry, Illinois. After 
his parents had converted to Mormonism, 
they moved across the state to auvoo, the 
latter-day Saints' capital, and then joined 
the great Mormon migration to the West, 
settling in Ogden, Utah, in 1849. 

There Abbott grew up and acquired the 
instincts of a frontierman in hunting, 
farming and day-to-day survival. In 1861 he 
married laura Josephine Allen, and a year 
later their first child, a boy, was born . 

Myron and laura bought 15 acres near 
Ogden, but the poor soil forced him to find 
work away from home. Finally in 1869 they 
moved to a farm near Plymouth, and years 
of labor there brought modest prosperity. 
But laura objected so strongly to Abbott's 
desire to practice polygamy that they 
divorced . It was then that Abbott, with his 
children, headed for Bunkerville. 

The site chosen by Edward Bunker's 
group was an unlikely place for agriculture. 
The soil was alkaline, water was scarce and 
in summer only lizards and scorpions 
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Myron Abbott, c.1900 

Yesterday 

In 1877 Myron Abbott went to 
southern Nevada and found 

prosperity and peace 
despite the threat of floods, 

heat and U.S. marshals. 
By Eric Niderost 

large families were the rule for Mormon pioneers, and Abbott had 24 children. 
Above, he and lovisa pose with nine sons. A tenth, Ezra, who died, is in photo . 
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SIGHTSEEING AT ITS BEST 
DAILY GUIDED TOURS OF RENO, 

LAKE TAHOE, VIRGINIA CITY, 
AND CARSON CITY 

PLUS 
VAN & LIMOUSINE CHARTERS 
AVAILABLE FOR VIP'S AND 
GROUPS. 
DAILY REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
SERVICE FROM RENO TO NORTH 
LAKE TAHOE HOTELS & RESORTS. 
ALL TOURS AND SERVICES 
COMMISSION ABLE. 
CALL COLLECT FOR 
RESERVATIONS 8 AM-4 PM DAILY. 

702/322-6343 
2503 E. 2nd ST .. RENO, NV 89502 
& RENO CANNON :NT'L AIRPORT 
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Satellite Earth Stations 
Design • Installation • Service 

Residential CA TV and 
Commercial SMA TV 

RESIDENTIAL 
SYSTEM 

FROM $5995.00 
• Completely Installed 
• 1 Year Full Guarantee 
• Financing Available 

" WE INSTALL ANYWHERE" 

COllle see 
Alllerica's 
lllOSt 
fascinating 
Antique 
Gun 
Collection. 
From the moment you enter the 
mellanine at Il aroid lub you have 
the reeling tha t you are in a very 
specia l place and time. Rows or hand­
carved oak gun case conta in hun­
dred o r meticulously re tored antique 
rirearms. uthentic sounds or ano ther 
era wart melodiously rrom orn ate ni ck­
elodeons. Thi i a 1) lace to remember 
long arter vi ions 0 your Reno vi sit 
arc rorgollen. Come re-live a pan or 
Americana with us a t Il aroids lub' 
world-ramou ntique Gun Collection . 
Admission rree_ 

RARDLDS CLUB 
GIANT 

HEAVY DUTY 
TRUCK TARPAULINS 

12x16 $23 
16x20 532 
20x20 536 
18x24 $38 
18x32 550 
20x30 550 

26x40 
26x55 
30x60 
50xl00 
60x120 
50x150 

Before Mldmght Dec. 19 

$89 
5115 
$145 
$390 
5547 
$562 

Viking Ind . will send any of the above truck 
size tarpaulins to any reader of thiS publlca­
lion who reads and responds to thiS lest 
before midnight Dec. t9 Each tarpaulin Lot 
(#Z-18, PVC) IS constructed of high denSity 
fabnc (with virgin grade Ingredient, supplied 
by Gulf 011 Co .. Dow Chemical Co., and Union 
011 Co.) Wllh nylon reinforced rope hems, 
electronically welded seams, 100% water 
proof. #4 ('Ii' dla .) metal grommets set on 3 II 
centers with reinforced tnangular corner 
patches and are recommended for all heavy 
duty use, and all bulk or pallet ndlng matenals, 
and Will be accompanied with a LIFETIME 
guarantee that II must perform 100% or It Will 
be replaced free . Add 57 handling & crallng 
for each tarp ordered. Viking Ind. pays all 
shipping; should you wish to return your tar­
paulins you may do so for a full refund Any 
leller postmarked later than Dec. t9 Will be 
returned LIMIT 50 larps per address No 
exceptions . Send appropnate sum together 
With your name & address to Tarp Tesl Dept 
#570K Viking Ind. 6314 Santa Monica Blvd, 
LA, CA. 90038, or for fastest service from any 
part of the country call collect, before mid­
night 7 days a week (213) 462-1914 (Ask 
Operator for) TARP TEST # 570K, have credit 
card ready 



seemed to stand the heat. But the settlers' 
purpose was farming in a new way, and 
they were faring well when Abbott arrived . 

Under the doctrine of United Order, the 
settlers held all goods in common. The men 
worked the fields while the women shared 
domestic chores. At first, meals were eaten 
in a large community hall. Each man 
received stewardship over a piece of the 
common land, and all crops were placed in 
the communal storehouse to be used 
according to each family's needs. It was not 
long, however, before dissension arose. 
Some settlers balked at common owner­
ship; others didn' t do their share of the 
work. Within four years United Order had 
failed, and the land was parceled among the 
families. 

In his diary Abbott recorded the ups and 
downs of the desert community. A happy 
note was his marriage to 16-year-old Lovisa 
Leavitt, who took care of their growing fam­
ily. After one storm wrecked crops and 
irrigation ditches, he wrote, "The wind 
blowed very hard and the sand almost 
blinded us." The town's primary ource of 
water was the Virgin River. To be drink­
able, the water had to be strained through 
ashes. It was so full of sediment "a piece 
could be broken off," some settlers joked. 
The water did sustain crops, however. The 
main crop was cotton, but wheat and other 
staples were grown. The first crop of wheat 
was threshed by driving cattle over it on a 
hard clay floor, and then it was winnowed 
in the wind . The first harvest was good, and 
fewer hauled -in supplies were needed . 

There was time for frolic as well as work: 
"We got in the street and rastled, run races, 
drunk wine, and etc.," Abbott wrote. There 
were also Christmas celebrations and sing­
alongs: "On the night before last my 
mother, my son Myron A., and my daughter 
Luella, Viola Bunker, Martin Bunker and 
my son James serenaded the town with 
ongs." 

The townspeople built a rough shanty as 

the area's first schoolhouse. Charles Houth 
was the first schoolmaster, and Abbott 
taught night chool for men and boys who 
worked during the day. 

Everyday necessities were devised from 
the materials at hand . Paiute Indians taught 
the settler how to make a soap called 
"oose" from yucca. Soot from stoves served 
as bootblack on Sundays. All other vital 
goods that could not be made from natural 
materials had to be hipped in by team and 
wagon. 

After the United Order broke down, 
Abbott moved his family to his allotted land . 
For temporary quarters he built a dugout, 
but one day the shelter of adobe brick and 
cottonwood pole collapsed. The Abbotts' 
infant daughter, Isabelle, had been in the 
back of the dugout, and they feared she had 
perished . Digging frantically amidst the 
swirling dust and rubble, Abbott finally 
found the child' adobe-filled cradle. Mir­
aculously, his daughter was alive, suffe ring 
only bruises and cratches. 

Like other member of hi s faith, Abbott 
believed in polygamy. His fir t marriage 
had ended because of it, but he wa 
adamantly religious, and taking more than 
one wife was then an accepted part of 
Mormon life. 

Abbott met hi next wife while selling 
salt at Santa Clara, Utah. There he tayed at 
the home of a friend, Samuel Knight, and 
met his host's daughter, Emily. Abbott 
admired her, and they were married in 
1886. 

Strife quickly arose at home. Lovisa had 
given Abbott permi ion to take another 
wife, but her con ent had been halfhearted . 
Abbott divided his house into two sections, 
one each for Lovisa and Emily, but tensions 
remained . 

At the same time Abbott was risking 
arrest as a polygamist. The federal govern­
ment, which frowned on the practice, 
as igned U.s. marshals to raid Mormon 
ettlement and arrest offender. Abbott 

With sturdy mules and full canteens, these men return from a pack trip into the 
mountains, about 1900. On the left is George Woodruff , Abbott' s son-in-law. 

Lovisa Leavitt Abbott disliked sharing 
her husband with another wife. 

was not alone in having multiple wives, and 
when the mar hal came to town, all the 
polygamist hid or fled. 

During one raid fir t wife Lovisa tricked 
second wife Emily into leaving home for a 
while. Abbott was plowing his fields when 
an old Paiute named John rode up and told 
him the mar hals were due to app ar any 
moment. Abbott quickly prepared to leave, 
hitching his team to a wagon and gathering 
hay and bedding for the journey to the hills. 
But Emily refused to go along. Lovisa urged 
her to change her mind, aying that if two 
women were caught in the arne household, 
one would go to the penitentiary. Emily 
reluctantly agreed to go, and she and Abbott 
et off for a three-day ojourn in the 

mountains. 
When the danger pa ed, they came 

home. Abbott cleared a crawl pace in the 
cellar, where he would hide when the 
marshals were in town. If the earch took 
too long, Lovi a would slip away and take 
food down to her husband . Per ecution 
waned after church president Wilford Wood­
ruff banned polygamy in 1890. Abbott 
eventually divorced Emily, and he was no 
longer a part-time fugitive . 

Abbott, like many of the town's first 
settlers, lived in Bunkerville for the rest of his 
life. After a final trip to Ogden to visit 
relative and the sights of hi youth, Abbott 
died in Bunkerville on September 7, 1907, a 
successful farmer and the father of 24 
children. He wa one of the last of hi 
generation of Nevada pioneer. Bunkerville, 
the town he helped to build, till pro pers by 
the Virgin River in its quiet, small-town 
setting. It remains a testimony to those latter­
day adventurers whose dedication to religion 
and hard work turned som of the West's 
mo t barren place into i land of refuge and 
pro perity. 0 

Eric iderosl is a greal-greal-grOlrdsoll of Myroll 
Abboll alld lives ill orl/rem Caiifomia. 
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Mountain 
Masters 
Dick Reuter and other mountain 
managers run great risks to keep ski 
slopes safe, but to most skiers they are 
mystery men. By Patrick Burke 

Skiers almost never notice the moun­
tain manager at a Tahoe ski resort . 
He i out early blowing up snow­

bank, grooming slopes, cutting trails, re­
pairing machinery and performing endless 
other tasks before the first lift cranks into 
gear. He's often on the lopes long after 
dark. 

But although he may not be as familiar as 
many ski instructors and barkeep, the 
mountain manager has the most important 
job on th slopes- keeping the runs safe for 
skiers . It's a job that exposes him each day 
to the Sierra's natural beauty and, at times, 
to great danger. Because of their kill and 
nerve, some managers have become near 
legends among their peers. 

One of the masters is Dick Reuter, a wiry 
6-foot-4 outdoor man who has worked at 
both Squaw Valley and Kirkwood ski areas. 
Reuter admit , with no hint of bragging, that 
he's lucky to be alive after 27 years in the 
mountain-managing business- a tint that 
has made him one of the best known 
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mountaineers in the ski business. 
Reuter is half deaf from dynamite blast­

ing to control avalanches. He lost a rib and 
part of a lung in a fall from a wind-whipped 
ski-lift tower. He has gone for unwanted 
rides in powdery torrents of snow that 
should have buried him alive but instead, 
he laughs, "popped me out like a pumpkin 
seed." 

Even with all the dangers of the job, the 
59-year-old mountaineer says he wouldn't 
have it any other way . "Although I might be 
all beat up, I'm still hopping around ." 

ot all mountain managers have sur­
vived the combined power of har h weather 
and steep slopes. An old friend of Reuter's 
was Bernie Kingery, the mountain manager 
at Alpine Meadows Ski Area. Kingery had 
pent more than 15 years in avalanche 

control, a hazardous occupation he once 
likened to finding and removing mountains 
of snow that were "like a stack of marbles 
ready to go." He and six others died when a 
monster avalanche roared down a mountain-
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side and crushed a resort building in which 
he was working. Five more were injured, 
including another Alpine employee, Anna 
Conrad, who somehow managed to survive 
even though buried in a tomb of snow for 
five days. 

Almost everyone who spends several 
years in mountain management tends to get 
"knocked around," says Sierra Ski Ranch 
owner Vern Sprock, who nearly lost his left 
leg when it got caught in chair lift machine­
ry. While Sprock owns his place and has 
spent nearly 30 years in the business, the 
61-year-old still is the powder monkey who 
sets charges to remove avalanche hazards, 
and even with a stiff leg he skis down the 
mountain with his patrolmen each evening. 

Another veteran, Luggi Foeger, spent 
half a century in the ski trade, including 
several years as mountain manager at Ski 
lncline. ow crippled because of an old foot 
injury suffered during an expedition in 
Greenland, 75-year-old Foeger says, "The 
ski industry has been absolutely a way of 
life to me. And it has been good." 

The old-time mountaineers return each 
season to battle the effects of fierce winter 
storms. Along the way, they have trained 
people who are now themselves prominent 
in the business . 

Malcolm Tibbetts, 35-year-old mountain 
manager at Heavenly Ski Resort, began as a 
ski patrolman and worked his way up to the 
manager's position. It's a year-round job for 
him and most of his colleagues. When the 
responsibility of overseeing avalanche con­
trol, slope grooming, lift maintenance and 
ski patrols is over, there's plenty of summer 
construction work. "It's a good job because 
of the variety of things we do," Tibbetts 
says. "There's a chance I'll be doing it all my 
life. It's strange. It's a job that I really didn't 
plan on doing for a long time, but it just 
worked out that way." 

Jimmy Mott, 33, started out shoveling 
snow at Squaw Valley 15 years ago. He later 
apprenticed under Reuter and now is 
assistant general manager in charge of all 
avalanche control work. Mott has had some 
close calls himself, like being buried under 
four feet of snow for about 40 minutes last 
winter. "It wrapped around me like cement," 
he says. A radio and a beeper, an electronic 
locating device used by avalanche workers, 
helped rescuers to find Mott. 

Mott doesn't like to talk about himself, 
however. He'd rather tell stories about 
Reuter, whom Mott describes as "the grand­
daddy of them all ." Mott recalls that on his 
first day of avalanche work, after he had 
been at Squaw a few years, he went up the 
chair lift with Reuter and promptly "fell off 
the back side of the mountain. Reuter asked 
me if I was okay, and I said, 'Yeah: and he 
just took off. I spent the next two and a half 
years trying to keep up with him on that 
route." 

Reuter, born in ebraska, says he came 
west with his family in 1936 "with the rest of 
the Okies." His first experience in the 
rugged Sierra evada was the slow grind in 
his father's old Essex over Donner Summit. 
Reuter spent three years in the Army during 
World War II, seeing action in the ormandy 
Invasion and elsewhere in Europe. Back in 
California in 1946, he headed into the 



mountains. There he cut timber, built rail 
fences, trapped marten and ran a ski rope 
tow in Lassen ational Forest in northern 
California-his first job in the ski industry. 

But in 1954 marten trapping was re­
stricted, so Reuter headed for Lake Tahoe to 
find a job in one of the ski resorts that were 
just getting started there. 

"1 decided I liked Squaw Val1ey best," he 
says. "The place had two lifts and some rope 
tows. That was it. It's just a different world 
now. They've got al1 this sophisticated 
equipment everyplace. The lifts are so 
improved-al1 those old clunkers are gone. 
The business has come a long way." 

Reuter began working at Squaw in 1955. 
During a 17-year stretch there he did every­
thing from shoveling snow and running lifts 
to dynamiting avalanche hazards. 

He also found time for timber cutting in 
the summer, hunting-he's expert with both 
rifle and bow-and snow surveying for the 
state of California . Those surveys, now done 
by helicopter, were done on skis then. "In 
those days there was nobody up there . ow 
there's people al1 over the hills, even in 
winter," Reuter says. 

Ten years ago he and his family moved 
south to Kirkwood Ski Resort, with Reuter 
again working as mountain manager. The 
job has kept him just where he wants to 
be-outside in the high Sierra year-round. 
The pleasures are mixed with hard work: 
"In the winter, I real1y enjoy avalanche 
work. It's a chal1enge, and there's nothing 
like being up on a peak just after daylight, 
throwing handcharges and looking for miles 
and miles. Of course," he says, "there were a 
lot of days where it would have been a lot 
better sitting by the fire ." 

The work has been dangerous. About 12 
years ago Reuter was almost killed when he 
fel1 from a ski lift tower while doing repair 
work on a stormy day. "It was real slick. I 
fell about 50 or 60 feet. I hit the snow, but 1 
hit a snowcat, too. That crushed my chest 
and pushed my ribs into my lungs. That was 
the worst." Gradual1y, Reuter started losing 
his hearing, too. "1 never wore earplugs all 
those years 1 was working with those 
screaming saws, dynamite, rifles-every­
thing was noisy. I just didn't take care of 
myself." 

But Reuter has no regrets about his life in 
the mountains, although he says he some­
times wishes he had been more careful. 
"When I was young I was a little reckless. 
You know, in that part of your life you don't 
think anything can hurt you, and you can 
whip your weight in wildcats, and it'l1 
always happen to somebody else. 

' 'I'm a little more cautious now," he says, 
adding that he warns younger ski resort 
workers, "Just take a look at me. I'm al1 beat 
up. 

"But if 1 had it to do al1 over again I 
would have stayed in the same line of 
work," Reuter says. "You should do what 
you want to do, and try to pick a job that 
you like. I just can't see it any other way. 
The hel1 with money. It's nice to have, but 
I've seen people with a lot of money who 
have a lot of problems." 0 

Patrick Burke is a freelance writer and, he says, an 
"intermediate-to-dangerous" skier. 

YOUR SPORTS HEADQUARTERS IN 
THE RENO AREA ... 

MARK FORE~ STRIKE 

A huge selection of fishing, hunting, 
camping and boating accessories. Tennis 
equipment and backpacking gear. 

Nevada & California fishing licenses. 
Friendly advice and directions. 

490 Kietzke Lane 
322-9559 
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CARSON CYCLE CENTER 

YAMAHA 
THE WA Y IT SHOULD BE 

Authorized Sales, Service, Parts 
Motorcycle Accessories 

Come see our new expanded facilities 
and the new 1982 motorcycles. 

(702) 882-6883 Across the street from the Golf Course. 
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LET IT 
SNOW. 

Every skier wants to know when the first flake 
will fal l, but despite prediction methods 
ancient and modern, there's on ly one sure 
sign a skier can count on. 
By J im Crandall 

The we tern kier i a foul-weather 
fanatic. In the fall , while ane people 
cowl and cur e the threat of winter 

torm ,the kier beckons the impending 
gloom. When atellite photo are hown on 
TV weather report, he cheer the progre 
of Pacific torm a if they were hi home 
team marching to victory in the Super Bowl. 

When it does now, in tead of huddling 
near a fire and fretting about hi roof, h 
buckle hi ki boot and dances in the 
fro ted treet . For him, a day without 
un hine i a day to rejoice. And he i not 

alone. 
In evada, and e pecially at Lake Tahoe, 

hi enthu ia m i hared by the thousand 
of people who play and work at ki re ort , 
hop, mot I and ca ino . Heavenly Ski 

Re ort, which employ 60 worker in the 
ummer, boo t it work force to 600 each 

winter. Squaw Valley, on a good day, can 
ea ily accommodate 13,000 kier on 27 
chair lift and 6,000 kiable acre of runs. 

o oth r popular port relie 0 heavily 
on the whims of nature a kiing. While 
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now-making machines and cloud eeding 
may off et a plague of no precipitation, 
there's no ub titute for five feet of fre h, 
untracked powder. 

But it's 0 unpredictable. Or i it? 
Winter foreca ting ha intrigued man­

kind ince the fir t flake fell . In evada, 
Indian predicted Sierra nowfall according 
to the abundance of pine nut and berries, 
the activity of animal and the inkling of 
medicine men . 

Ski re ort worker al 0 combine lore and 
in tinct to predict the weather. "It never 
fail ," ay joyce el on of Deer Park near 
Tahoe City. "We alway get our heavie t 
nowfall when the highway department 

block off traffic on Donner Pa for road 
repair ." Kathy Pettay of Sierra Ski Ranch 
on Echo Summit say , "It alway now on 
the fir t. That i , the fir t day the now hit 
the ground." 

Others rely on uch indicator a the 
hape of clouds, aching bunion , the price of 

ga and the fuzz on caterpillar . Steve 
Hayward, pre ident of Echo Summit Ski 

Re ort, simply waits for Mother ature to 
deliver. "Only fools and f1atlander predict 
the snow," he ays. 

Mo t ki areas hope to open by Thank -
giving in a good year, so the weather watch 
i keen at all re orts. "It gets very hectic 
around here when the snow doe n't come 
till january," ays jim Mott, a i tant man­
ager at Squaw Valley. "Beside the re ched­
uling of winter events and 10 of revenue, 
we have hundreds of people waiting to go 
to work. When it doesn't now, we tarve." 
Squaw and other ski area pay clo e 
attention to forecast issued by the ational 
Weather Service, the Scripp In titute of 
Oceanography and Meteorology, and the 
De ert Re earch In titute in Reno, which 
over ee Sierra cloud- eeding programs. 

Meteorologi tHaI Klieforth of the DRI 
says torm on the we t coa t produce 
cloud that are ripe for eeding. The cloud 
gather in force over the Pacific, rush acro 
the San juaquin Valley, and pIa h again t 
the we tern slopes of the Sierra, where they 
are collected and tossed over ummits 



10,000 feet and higher. This dramatic rise 
catapults the warm clouds into freezing 
upper atmospheres, where ice crystals are 
formed . Each ice crystal acts as a freezing 
nuclei. The warmer water droplets and 
vapor in the cloud fasten to the crystals and 
freeze . When the crystals become heavy 
enough, they fall . If the air below is cold, the 
expectant skier dances his joyful jig on fresh 
powder snow. 

If there aren't enough ice crystals to 
produce precipitation, the clouds are seeded 
with silver iodide. These hexagonal particles 
imitate the shape and size of ice crystals. Six 
generators on strategic Sierra summits 
spray the silver iodide, and it drifts like 
chimney smoke up into the clouds. 

"But you have to have good, heavy 
clouds to begin with," Klieforth says, "or 
cloud seeding is useless." And predicting 
when those clouds will come is another 
matter. Klieforth likes to make his predic­
tions no more than three to four days in 
advance . "There are so many variables," he 
says. 

One variable of special interest to scien­
tists is volcanic dust. When a volcano 
erupts, the dust released in the atmosphere 
can act as a shade to produce cooler temper­
atures. Meteorologists have studied Mount 
St. Helens and more recently the larger 
eruption in Mexico of EI Chich on, which 
sent dust spewing 80,000 feet in the air. 
Some scientists believe the shading effect of 
the 1883 eruption of Krakatoa in the Dutch 
East Indies affected global weather. 

A heavy snow pack itself may affect 
snowfall. Acting as a mirror, the snow can 
reflect the sun's rays and cool the air-so 
holds the theory of the little ice age of the 
1890s. Indeed, 1893 through 1897 produced 
five consecutive years of heavy snow in the 

Sierra. More than 200 inches of snow pack 
were measured at orden on Donner Pass 
late each winter. 

Since that time only one season of more 
than 200 inches of snow pack has been 
followed by another (1905-06 and 1906-07) . 
In fact, 200-inch years are scarce. Last year's 
heavy winter produced a maximum depth 
of 243 inches at orden. But snow depths 
haven't come close to that since 1968, with 
239 inches, and in the 85 years since 1897, 

Alpine skiers can get a llft at a 
score of Tahoe resorts, whlle Vegas 
downhillers ski Lee Canyon on 
Mt, Charleston, 
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there have been only 12 years with more 
than 200 inches. 

The Scripps Institute in La Jolla, Califor­
nia, is considered a forerunner in long­
range foreca!iting . Researchers there study 
the effects of ocean temperatures, atmo -
pheric trends like volcanic eruptions, and 
the effects of sun spots. But, as Scripps 
Research Associate Dan Cayan says, "Long­
range weather forecasting is still in its 
infancy. About the best you can do is take 
every indicator available, stick them in a 
box, shake it and pull one out." 

Seasonal forecasting is another matter. 
Both the Scripps Institute and the ational 
Weather Service issue three-month fore­
casts ba ed primarily on trends and recent 
precipitation. But the 1982-83 forecast won't 
be released until December. 

Maybe that's why so many people rely 
on the Old Farmer's Almanac. Using a secret 
formula developed in 1792, the Almanac 
calls for "average to above-average" snow­
fall in the Sierra this winter. 

So, who's to say for sure? Even if 
meteorologists combined all the variables 
and indicators and ran them through a 
mountain of computers, the result would be 
a high-tech crap shoot at best. 

Maybe the skier has the best answer. He 
doesn't predict the snow at all. He goes 
directly to the source and asks for it. His 
plea is based upon the power of a three­
word slogan that can be seen on car 
bumpers throughout the West. The skier's 
magic motto: "Pray For Snow." 0 

Associate Editor Jim Crandall studied snow while 
working at Heavenly as a lift operator and national 
ski patrolman and at Mount Rose as a ski repair­
man. "We'll have a lot of snow this year," says 
Crandall. "[ can just feel it!" 

Getting a Lift: 1982-83 Nevada Skier's Guide 
Tahoe Basin 

Rltlng DI Y Rental.' Vt-OIY Rentll., DIY Lift Prlcl' Vt-OIY Lift Price' 
Ar .. Phone VerticIl Beg·lnter-Ad. Adu lt/Child Adult/Child Adult/Ch ild Adult/Child Llft./Nlght Locltlon 

Alpine Meedow. 916·583-4232 1.700 25-40-35 $14/$10 $10/$7 $21 /$11 $14/$8 13/no Tahoe City 

Bo .. el 916-426-3666 600 20-60-20 $12/$9 $91$7 $14/$8 $81$6 9/yes Donner Summll.I-80 

Deer Perk 916-583-7236 850 20-30-50 n/a n/a $12 .50/$7 .50 $5 3/no Calif 89 

Donner Ski Rench 916-426-3578 800 25-50-25 $10/$8 $71$6 $13/$9 $91$7 4/no US 40. Norden 

Echo Summit 916-659-7154 550 40-40-20 $13/$9 $91$7 $12/$9 $10/$8 3/no U.s 50. via Meyers 

Grenllbekken 916-583-6203 280 50-50-0 $6 .50/$5.50 n/a $8/$5 $5/$3 2/no Tahoe City 

He •• enly 702-588-4584 3.600 25-50-25 $12/$9 n/a $20/$12 $14/$12 26/no Soulh Lake Tahoe 

Homewood 916-525-7584 1.650 20-50-30 $10/$9 $71$6 .50 $15/$10 $11 /$7 9/no Calif 89 

Ki rkwood 209-258-6000 2.000 25-50-25 $14 $10 $19/$9 $14/ $7 9/no Calli. 88 

Mt. Ro.e 702-849-0704 1.450 30-40-30 $12/$8 nla $15/$7 $10/$5 4/no Nev. 431 

North. ter 916-562-1010 2.200 33-50-17 $14/$8 $91$5 $20/$10 $13/$7 8/no Calif. 267 

Sle .. e Ski Rench 916-659-7 453 2.210 25-55-20 $12 $9 $15/$10 $11 1$8 9/no US 50. via SLT 

Ski Incline 702-832-11 22 900 30-40-30 $12/$8 $81$6 $18/$12 $12/$10 7/no Incline Village 

Slide Mounteln 702-849-0303 1.540 30-30-40 $10/$7 n/a $10/$7 n/a 4/no Nev 431 

Sode Spring. 916-426-3801 700 40-50-10 $12/$9 $91$7 $13/$7 $81$5 3/no Donner Summll,l-80 

Squew Velley 916-583-6985 2.700 30-40-30 $12/$8 $81$5 $22/$5 $1 3/$5 27/yes Ca li f 89 

Suger Bowl 916-426-3651 1.500 20-30-50 $12.50/$8.50 n/a $15/$10. $20/$12" n/a 8/yes Donner Summll. l-80 

T.hoe Donner 916-587-6046 600 50-50-0 $12.50/$9 $10/$7 $11 /$8 $8/$6 3/no Calli 89. via Truckee 

Tehoe Ski Bowl 9'6-525-5224 1.630 40-40-20 $10/$7 .50 $61$6 $14/$9 $10/$6 4/no Tahoe Clly 

Mt. Charleston 
Lee Cenyon 702-872-5462 1.000 10-80-10 n/a nla nla n/a 2/no Nev 52 

, All p"ces are subieci 10 change .. weekends and holidays 
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THE NEVADA CALENDAR by Roger Smith 

160 
Great Events for 

November/December 

Cow-County Nevada Noel 
" I t was Christmas Eve, and Goskin, according 

to his custom, had decorated his gambling 
hall with sprays of mountain cedar and a shrub 
whose crimson berries did not seem a bad imita­
tion of English holly. The piano was covered with 
evergreens ... Men danced and sang to the music 
of the squeaky fiddle and worn-out guitar, as the 
jolly crowd with in tried to drown the howling of the 
storm without." 

So Sam Davis wrote in a short story about 
Christmas festivities at Pioche in 1859, when 

frontier communities refashioned Old World tradi­
tions with the materials of the desert wilderness. 
Nevada towns celebrate the holidays with more 
sophistication now, but they have not lost the 
spontaneous, earnest fun of pioneer days. A 
sense of tradition heightens almost every event. 

In the Eldorado Mountains in the toe of Clark 
County is Christmas Tree Pass. Legend has it that 
miners or cattlemen decorated some junipers 
there with tin cans and bottles one Christmas. 
Residents of the area still carry on the tradition. 

In December 1929 Fallon residents raised and decorated the town' s first municipal Christmas 
tree at the center of Maine and First streets. The town has had a tree every year since. 

A more modern and illuminating display of 
ornaments occurs during the Parade of Lights on 
Lake Mead. A squadron of boats, speedcraft and 
cruisers, their riggings brave with dazzling color­
ed lights, makes the annual round trip from Lake 
Mead Resort to Boulder Beach on December 11 . 

Most traditions, however, are for children to 
enjoy. Churches spread nativity scenes on their 
lawns, groups of carolers sing house to house, 
and at parties In casinos, churches and public 
halls the kids meet Santa, sing together and 
whack at pinatas. 

And parades. Boulder City, North Las Vegas, 
Caliente and Ely open the season with floats, 
marching bands, candy-tossing clowns and all the 
regalia Christmas can offer. Carson City, Genoa, 
Elko, Winnemucca, Fallon, Ely and Minden hold 
fairs where you can find something for Dad be­
sides support socks and technlcolor ties. 

But the finest tradition, one a whole communi­
ty will turn out for, is the lighting of the Christmas 
tree at towns like Fallon, Caliente, Ely and Yering­
ton. A tall fir is hoisted erect in a park, school 
children make ornaments and city fathers coil 
lights through branches. On a special night, with 
everyone gathered round, a switch is thrown, and 
the night blazes in color. Strings of lights across 
main streets flash on. And across the Nevada 
desert, if only you could view them from Heaven, 
towns become shining ornaments to Christmas. 

-Roger Smith 

South 
MUSEUMS & GALLERIES 
Ancient Arts Gallery & Museum, 10-6 Mon.-Sat. 
Pre-Columbian , Mlng and Egyptian artifacts and 
pollery. 4761 Maryland Pkwy., Las Vegas, 798-
8803 
Burk Gal' ry , 10-5 Mon.-Sat. Mini Art Show, 12/4-
23. 400 Nevada Hwy., Boulder City, 293-3958 
Clark County Historical Museum, 8-5 daily. 
History of southern Nevada, self-guided tours of 
ghost towns. 1830 S. Boulder Hwy., Henderson, 
565-0907 
Charleston Heights Arts Center, 9-9 Mon.-Thu's., 
9-5 Sat. Pony Gray: Acrylics and Oils, 11/14-12/1 0; 
Alan Platzer: New Work, 12/12-1/7 800 S. Brush, 
Las Vegas, 386-6383 
Historic and Cultural Tours, Las Vegas, 382-
7198 
Las Vegas Art Museum , 11 -4 Tues.-Sat., 1-4 Sun. 
Fall Art Round-Up, 11/7-30; watercolors by Laura 
Belle Kelch & jewelry by Betty Levine, 11/7-30; 
porcelain by John Bergman, 1 2/5-28; Christmas 
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A ,urled Mid 'udsed show open to All serious 
photosr.hers of NevAdA sub,ed mAtter. NEVADA 83 will 
be A professionAl quAlity exhibition thM will tour to eleven 
NeVAdA communities. Ust yeu's exhibit wu seen by 
69,63. people mAkins It the most-Attended Art event In 
the Silver StAte. This yeAr's edition 15 the ninth produced 
by the Northeutern NeVAdA Museum In Etko. 

Cuh Awuds will totAl S. ,500. 

Subjects: anything in Nevada .. . ghost towns. buildings. people. Industry. 
landscapes. nature. contemporary cities. potpourri. 

Send for entry blanks and rules no later than December 10. 1982 to: 
NORTHEASTERN NEVADA MUSEUM. Attention: NEVADA 83. Post Office 
Box 503. Elko. Nevada 89801 or phone: (702) 738-3418. 

Deadline for receipt of entries in EJko is January 14. 1983. 

FISHING E? 
DRIVE-IN FLY-IN BOAT-IN 

SAVE EIGHT MILES 
BETWEEN KINGMAN & NEEDLES 

TAKE SCENIC ROUTE 
BY RIVERSIDE CASINO. 

36 EVADA 

FREE 24 HOUR FERRY BOAT 
FLY into Bullhead City Airport . walk across the street and take the free 24 hour ferry 

boat ride to Riverside Resort and Casino! 

RIVER VIEW ROOMS! POOL! 
100 NEW motel rooms . Advance reservations necessary. 

300 SPACE RV PARK - FULL HOOKUPS 
$7.00 per night. subject to change without notice . 

Box 500 • Laughlin. Nevada 89046 

(702) 298-2535 



Nevada's 
events, shows 
and celebrations 
are listed by region 

CENT~AL 

SOUTH 

as a speedy reference for 
weekend trips and vacations. 

Bazaar, 12/5-28. Lorenzi Park, 3333 W. Washing­
ton Ave ., Las Vegas, 647-4300 
Las Vegas Mormon Fort Tours, Tues.-Sat., Las 
Vegas Blvd. North, 386-6510 
Lincoln County Museum, 9-5 Tues.-Thurs. County 
history & Indian artifacts. Main St., Pioche, 962-
5207 
Lost City Museum, 8:30-4:30 daily. Displays and 
artifacts of ancient Pueblo culture in the Moapa 
Valley. Overton, 397-2193 
Museum of Natural History, 9-5 Mon.-Fri. Live 
animals from the Mohave Desert, Indian artifacts, 
Ichthyosaur fossils, minerai and shell specimens. 
University of Nevada-Las Vegas, 739-3381 
Nevada Museum of Historical Documents, 10-
6 Mon.-Wed. & Sat., 1 0-9 Thurs .-Frl., 12-5 Sun. 3200 
Las Vegas Blvd . South, Las Vegas, 731-0785 
Nevada State Museum & Historical Society, 
8:30-4:30 Wed.-Sun. Ancestors of Industry, 11/1-
12/31 LorenzI Park, Las Vegas, 385-0115 
Overton Community Center, 8-4 Mon.-Fri . Ne­
vada 82 Photography Show, 11 / 19-12/1 Overton, 
397-8088 

Holiday Ballet 

Red Rock Canyon Recreation Lands Visitor 
Center, 10-6 Thurs.-Mon. Geological, botanical, 
cultural, wildlife and recreational exhibits. Nevada 
Hwy. 159, 17 miles west of Las Vegas, 385-6627 
Reed Whippte Center, 2-9 Mon., 10-9 Tues.-Fn ., 
9-5 Sat., 1-5 Sun. Southwestern VIsions, thru 11/5; 
artist Rafael Navarro, 11/7-12/10; Painting with 
Light, 12/12-1/7 821 Las Vegas Blvd. North , Las 
Vegas, 386-6211 

NOVEMBER 
College Fair, 3-4 , Las Vegas Convention Center, 
733-2335 
$100,000 Tournament of Champions, 4-7, inter­
national radio-controlled aerobatlc airplanes, 
CirCUS Circus, Las Vegas, 734-0410 
Power Boat Magazine Testing & Off-Shore 
Race, 6-7 sanctioned power boat racing , Lake 
Mead Resort, 293-2900 
Slam-Am Golf Tournament, 7-11 Sands Hotel, 
Las Vegas, 733-5000 
Musical Arts Singers, 7, Charleston Heights Arts 
Center, 3pm, Las Vegas, 386-6383 
Las Vegas Civic Ballet, 7 Reed Whipple Center, 
2pm, Las Vegas, 386-6211 
" Sallah," 8, free movie, 7pm, Charleston Heights 
Arts Center, Las Vegas, 386-6383 
" The Other Side of Midnight," 9, free mOVie, 
7pm, Charleston Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas, 
386-6383 
Caliente Veterans Day, 11 parade, religious 
services, dinner, 726-3399 
St. Jude's Nite of Stars, 12, chanty benefit for 
orphanage by star entertainers, Las Vegas Hilton, 
648-5159 
Cantor String Quartet, 14, free concert, 3pm, 
Charleston Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas, 386-
6383 
Tropicana Baccarat Tournament, 19-21 Tropl­
cana Hotel , Las Vegas, 739-2458 
UN LV v. Fresno State, 20, football , 7:30pm, Silver 
Bowl, Las Vegas, 739-3207 
Imperial Palace Automobile Run , 20, 58-mile 
race for antique cars (1904-1936), Imperial Palace 
to Red Rock Canyon, 731 -~311 
Meadowlark Lemon's Bucketeers , 20, basket­
ball , Las Vegas Convention Center, 733-2335 
Las Vegas Chamber Symphony, 21 free con­
cert, 3pm, Charleston Heights Arts Center, Las 
Vegas, 386-6383 
UNLV v. Estonia Club , 22, basketball , 8pm, Las 
Vegas Convention Center, 733-2335 

Prince and princess trysting, toys marching and sugar plums dancing-Tchaikovsky's fairy tale 
ballet, ''The Nutcracker," brings high culture to the holiday season. You can see the Nevada 
Dance Theatre production in Las Vegas at the Judy Bayley Theatre December 17-23. I n Reno, 
the Nevada Opera Association stages the ballet December 11-12 and 18-19 at the Pioneer 
Theatre. The Santa Clara Ballet performs "The Nutcracker" at the Carson City Community Center 
December 22. 

'LET 
US 

ENTERTAIN 
YOU' 

The Dunes Hotel , Las Vegas ' most com­
plete resort . offers a most complete choice 
of fine entertainment. Robert Goulet . the 
Dunes ' resident star will dazzle you in 
the Casino Theatre. And our Top 0' the 
Dunes supper club presents top name 
performers . dining and dancing . Show­
times at the Top are 11 pm and 1 am . Leave 
it to the Dunes to offer twice as much 
entertainment. twice as much excitement. 
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Senior Citizens' Thanksgiving Party, 22 , 
Caliente, 726-3399 
" The Sword and the Stone," 24 , free movie, 
7pm, Charleston Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas, 
386-6383 
NSHA Region 5 Thanksgiving Open Horse 
Show, 24-28, Horseman's Park, Las Vegas, 451 -
7167 
UNLV v. Oklahoma, 27 , basketball , 1 :30pm, Las 
Vegas Convention Center, 733-2335 
UNLV v. Cal State Fullerton, 27, lootball , 7:30pm, 
Silver Bowl, Las Vegas, 739-3207 
Musical Arts Chorus and Orchestra, 28, Charles­
ton Heights Arts Center, 3pm, Las Vegas, 386-
6383 
" The Organizer," 29, free movie, 7pm, Charleston 
Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas, 386-6383 

DECEMBER 
" The Lark," 3-4, historical drama, 8pm, Judy 
Bayley Theatre, UNLV, Las Vegas, 739-3101 
Boulder City Christmas Parade, 4, Nevada 
Hwy., lOam, 293-2034 
North Las Vegas Night-Lighted Christmas 
Parade, 4, East Lake Mead Blvd., 5pm, 642-9595 
Hidden Valley Trail Ride, 4, 26-mile horseback 
ride & Pony Express race Irom Sloan to Jean; food, 
drink & dancing afterwards, starts 8am, 454-2500 
Caesars Palace Collegiate Wrestling Invita­
tional, 4-5, Caesars Sports Pavilion, Las Vegas, 
731 -7865 
Park Art , 4, Dula Center, lOam-noon, Las Vegas, 
386-6511 
Christmas Arts & Crafts Festival, 4-5, Dula 
Center, Las Vegas, 386-6511 
Troplcana Gin Rummy Tournament, 5-9, Tropi­
cana Hotel, Las Vegas, 739-2458 
Las Vegas Mlchelob Rugby Challenge, 4-5, 
tournament with 28 western teams, 8am, Sunset 
Park, Las Vegas, 361 -0608 
UNLV v. Arizona , 6, basketball , 8pm, Las Vegas 
Convention Center, 733-2335 
" Cool Hand Luke," 7 free movie, 7pm, Charles­
ton Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas, 386·6383 
UNLV v. UNR, 9, basketball , 8pm, Las Vegas 
Convention Center, 733-2335 
" The Lark," 9-12, historical drama, 8pm Thurs .­
Sat., 2pm Sun., Judy Bayley Theatre, UNLV, Las 
Vegas, 739-3101 
Troplcana Blackjack Tournament, 10-12, Tropi­
cana Hotel, Las Vegas, 739-2458 
Parade of Lights, 11 flot illa in Christmas lights, 
celebration, 6-mile round trip from Lake Mead 
Resort to Boulder Beach, 6pm, Lake Mead, 293-
2900 
Lighting of Caliente Christmas Tree, 11 chil­
dren's parade, candlelight pageant & caroling, 
726-3399 
Park Art, 11 , Charleston Heights Arts Center, 1 :30-
3:30pm, Las Vegas, 386-6511 
Caesars Palace Powerllftlng Invitational , II -
12, Caesars Sports Pavilion, Las Vegas, 731 -7865 
Nevada Championship Chili Cook-Off, 11 -13, 
Circus Circus, Las Vegas, 734-0410 
Riviera Blackjack Tournament, 12-15, Riviera 
Hotel, Las Vegas, 734-5110 
Handel's " Messiah," 12, Musical Arts Singers, 
3pm, Charleston Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas, 
386·6383 
U.S. Table Tennis Championships, 15-22, Tropi­
cana Sports Complex, Las Vegas, 739-2458 
" Nutcracker," 17-19, Nevada Dance Theatre 
ballet, 8pm Fri., 2pm & 8pm Sat. & Sun., Judy 
Bayley Theatre, UNLV, Las Vegas, 739-3838 
Park Art , 18, Sunrise Library, lOam-noon, Las 
Vegas, 386-6511 
World Wide Flea Market, 18-19, Las Vegas 
Convention Center, 9am-6pm, 733-2335 
Las Vegas Civic Symphony, 19, holiday concert, 
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2pm, Reed Whipple Center, Las Vegas, 386-6211 
" Star Trek," 20, Iree movie, 2pm & 7pm, Charles­
ton Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas, 386-6383 
Senior Citizens' Christmas Party, 20, Caliente, 
726-3399 
Rebel Roundup, 21 -22, basketball tournament, 
Las Vegas Convention Center, 739-3207 
"The King and I," 22,free movie,2pm,Charleston 
Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas, 386-6383 
" Snowball Express," 23, free movie, 2pm & 7pm, 
Charleston Heights Arts Center, 386-6383 
JAC BMX Championship of Bicycle Moto­
cross, 26-30, Tropicana Sports Complex, Las 
Vegas, 739-2458 
" Once Upon a Time," 27, free movie, 2pm & 7pm, 
Charleston Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas, 386-
6383 
" Oh, Heavenly Dog," 29, free movie, 2pm & 7pm, 
Charleston Heights Arts Center, Las Vegas, 386-
6383 
UNLV Holiday ClaSSiC, 28-29, basketball tour­
nament, Las Vegas Convention Center, 733-2335 
New Year's Eve Fireworks, 31 Union Plaza, Las 
Vegas, 386·2110 

Central 
MUSEUMS & GALLERIES 

Berlin-Ichthyosaur State Park. Fossil house 
displaying ancient sea lizards. 23 miles east of 
Gabbs 
Central Nevada Museum , 12-4 Tues.-Sat. Photo­
graphs and history of Nye & Esmeralda counties. 
Logan Field Road, Tonopah, 482-9676 
White Pine County Library, 12-8 Mon.-Wed., 10-
5 ThurS.-Sat. Nevada 82 Photography Show, 
12/ 13-1/5. Next to courthouse, Ely, 289-3737 

NOVEMBER 
Christmas Fashion Show, 20, Convent ion 
Center, Ely, 289-8877 

DECEMBER 
Christmas Parade & Holiday Opening Celebra­
tion , 4, chi ldren's entertainment & tree lighting, 
downtown Ely, 289-8877 
Elk's Charity Ball , 4, Convention Center, 9pm, 
Tonopah, 482-3558 
Children's Christmas Party, 18, Convention 
Center, Tonopah, 482-3558 

North 
MUSEUMS & GALLERIES 
Lehman Caves National Monument, 8·5 daily. 
Cave tours and natural history museum. Baker, 
234-7331 
Northeastern Nevada Museum, 9-5 Mon.-Sat. 
Historical , visua l art and natural history exh ibits. 
1515 Idaho St., Elko, 738-3418 

NOVEMBER 
Wilderness Circuit Rodeo Finals, 5-7 Spring 
Creek Horse Palace, Elko, 753·6510 
Antique Show & Sale, 6-7 Cactus Pete's Con­
vent ion Center, Jackpot, 755-2321 
Nevada State Championship Motocross, 7 
motorcycle race, 9:30am, Calder Cyc le Park, Win­
nemucca, 623-5083 
Strutters Ball , 20, Convention Center, Elko, 738-
7135 
Playday, 20 & 27 chanot practice, noon, chanot 
track, Wells, 752-3589 

DECEMBER 
Chariot Race , 4, 11 & 18, chariot track, noon, 
Wells, 752-3589 
Christmas Show, 4-5, Convention Center, Elko, 
738-7135 
Christmas Craft Show, 4-5, Convention Center, 
11 am-7pm, Winnemucca, 623-3704 
Children' s Christmas Party, 24, Santa's arriva l, 
pinatas & refreshments, Cactus Pete's, Jackpot, 
755-2321 

West 
MUSEUMS & GALLERIES 
Churchill County Museum, 9-4 Mon.-Wed., 1 2-4 
Sat. A Christmas Wonderland, 11 / 15-1 / 15; Photo­
graphs and Memories; indf. 1050 S. Maine St., 
Fallon, 423-3677 
East Fork Gallery, 12-5 Wed.-Sat. Oil paint ings by 
Virginia Davis Harsh, thru 11 / 17; miniature paint­
ings and Christmas crafts, 11 /28-12/24. 1427 
Main St., Gardnerville, 782-7629 
FortChurchlll Historic State Monument. Visitor 
center and ruins of 1860s U.S. Army fort. 7 miles 
south of Silver Springs, 577-2345 
Harrah's Automobile Collection, 9-6 daily. More 
than 1,000 antique cars on d isplay. E. Glendale 
Rd., Sparks, 788-3242 
Genoa Courthouse Museum, 10-4:30 daily. 
Photographs & history exhibits in restored court­
house. Genoa, 782-2476 
Lyon County Museum, 10-4 Sat., 1-4 Sun. Christ­
mas Past, 11 /5-12/27 215 S. Main St., Yerington, 
463-8129 
Mineral County Museum, 1-4 TueS.-Sat. Artifacts 
and antiques. Hawthorne, 945-5142 
Nevada Artists Assoc. Gallery, 10-4 Mon.-Sat. 
Nevada Day Show, thru 11 /6; fine art and photo­
graphs. Brewery Arts Center, 449 W. King St., 
Carson City, 882-9723 
Nevada Historical Society, 10-5 daily. Nevada 
Book Fair, 11 / 1-30; Christmas in Nevada, 12/ 1-31 
1650 N. Virg inia St., Reno, 784-6397 
Nevada State Museum, 8:30-4:30 Wed.-Sun. 
Pre-historical, historical & natural history of the 
state. 600 N. Carson St., Carson City, 885-4810 
Nevada West Gallery, 10-2 Tues.-Thurs., 10-5 
Fri.-Sat. Wax penci l art by Ruth Ann Cocour, ink 
and pencil drawings by Janet Crennan, 11 /9-30; 
Christmas Craft Show, 12/3-1/ 1 135 N. Sierra St., 
Reno, 329-5327 
Sheppard Fine Arts Gallery, 8:30-4 :30 Mon.-Fri. 
Nevada Word Smith, paintings by Diane Dunn, 
11 /5-30; photographs by John Pfahl, paint ings by 
Kevin Heisler. Church Fine Arts, University 01 
Nevada-Reno, 784-6682 
Sierra Nevada Museum of Art , 10-4 Tues.-Sat. 
1 2-4 Sun. Works from private collections In Reno­
Tahoe area, 11 / 13-12/31 ; Special Christmas,Exhi­
bition, 11 / 13-12/31 ; Annual Great Basin Exhibition, 
11 /1 3-12/31 549 Courl St., Reno, 329-3333 
State Archives, 8-5 Mon.-Fri. Histoncal docu­
ments and photographs on display. 101 S. Fall St., 
Carson City, 885-5210 
Stremmel Galleries, 1-6 Mon.-Fri., 9-4 Sun. Se­
lected works by George Carlson, Thomas Aquinas 
Daly, Len Chmeil , Chen Chi, Stanley Blieleld and 
Bruce Kurland. 1 400 S. Virgin ia St., Reno, 786· 
0558 
Walker-Wassuk Arts Alliance , 6-8 Mon., 3-6 
Wed ., 7-9 Thurs ., • " -2 S.at., 12-2 Sun. Design in 
Religion, 11 / 13; P st Little Art Show in Nevada, 
Liturgica l Art Sh .no E. Fifth St., Hawthorne, 
945-3030 

ONGOING [V : NTS 
Dayton Flea M rl<'" weekends 



An invitation 
to join us at COMDEX 
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Tours of Hidden Cave Archeological Site, near 
Fallon, 423-3677 or 882-1631 
Star Parties, Astronomical Society of Nevada, 
2nd Sat. after fu ll moon, Palomino Valley, sundown, 
825-6833 or 747-5237 
MGM Year-Long Bowling Tournament , $50,000 
In prizes, MGM Grand Lanes, 789-2295 

NOVEMBER 
Youth Music Foundation Concert, 4-6, Pioneer 
Theatre, 8: 1 5pm, Reno, 786-5116 
" Dracula," 4-7 drama, 8:30pm Thurs .-Sat., 2pm 
Sun., Reno Little Theater, 329-1324 
Chorus of the Comstock Barbershop Show, 
6, Community Center, 8pm, Carson, 882-0114 eve. 
Harrah's $200,000 Blackjack Roundup , 7-10, 
Harrah's Reno and Tahoe, 329-4422 
San Francisco Gu itar Qu intet, 9, Brewery Arts 
Center, 8pm, Carson City, 882-1976 
" Black Magic ," 10, free mOVie, 7pm, Washoe 
library, Reno, 785-41 90 
" A Streetcar Named Desire ," 11 -13, drama, 
8:30pm, Lake Tahoe Community College, S. Lake 
Tahoe, 916-541 -4660, ext. 40 
" John Brown's Body," 12-13, drama, 8pm, 
Church Fine Arts Theater, UNR, Reno, 785-6659 
Civil War Symposium, 13, free lectures, presen­
tations & photo exhibits , Comstock Hotel, Reno, 
359-3559 
Ski Swap, 13, Id lewild Park, 10am-4pm, Reno, 
785-2262 
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Lighting Up Lake Mead 
The night will be glowing with Christmas 
lights and good cheer during the Parade of 
lights at Lake Mead Marina, December 11 . 
A fleet of local boats like the Lake Mohave 
entry, above, take a dazzling six-mile run 
from the marina to Boulder Beach and back. 
Last year's festivities included the hot-air 
balloon firing up at left. The lake also is the 
scene of high-speed racing with the Power 
Boat Magazine Testing and Off-Shore Race, 
November 6-7. Trials are Saturday, and more 
than 50 entries, some cruising at more than 
100 mph, will compete. On Sunday is the 
Marathon Boat Racers Association Off­
Shore Race. The magazine tests '83 boats 
the following two days at Lake Mead Marina. 

Quilt Show, 13-14, Convention Center, Reno, 
825-2129 
Reno Chamber Orchestra , 14, Reno little 
Theater, 3pm, 329-1324 
Interfa ith Gospel Concert, 14, Pioneer Theatre, 
3pm, Reno, 786-5105 
Classical Gu itarist M ichael Newman, 15, 
Church Fine Arts Theater, 8pm, UNR, Reno, 784-
4893 
Tenor Phil ip Creech , 16, community concert, 
8:15pm, Pioneer Theatre, Reno, 786-5105 
" A Streetcar Named Desire ," 17-20, drama, 
8:30pm, Lake Tahoe Community College, S. Lake 
Tahoe, 916-541 -4660, ext. 40 
Roger Wagner Chorale, 18, Community Center, 
8pm, Carson City, 883-5735 
UN R v. Canada Athletes In Act ion , 18, basket­
ball , 7:30pm, Convention Cenler, Reno, 784-4697 
Ski Season Open ing Party, 19, movies & refresh­
ments, 7pm, Tahoe NordiC Center, Tahoe City, 916-
583-9858 
" Women, Women," 19-21 three one-act plays, 
8:30pm Fri. & Sat., 2pm Sun., Reno little Theater, 
329-1324 
Craft Festival , 19-21 Convention Center, noon-
1 Opm Fri., 1 Oam-1 Opm Sat., 1 Oam-6pm Sun., Reno, 
785-4800 
UN R v. Idaho, 20, footba ll, 1 pm, Mackay Siadlum, 
UNR, Reno, 784-4697 
Christmas Fair, 20-21 booths, entertainment & 
fashion show, 11 am-7pm Sat., 11 am-4pm Sun., 
Carson Junior High School, Carson City, 882-1 565 

Thanksgiving Square Dance, 26-28, John 
Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks, 358-2233 
" Women , Women," 26-28, three one-act plays, 
8:30pm Fri. & Sat., 2pm Sun., Reno little Theater, 
329-1324 
UNR v. Ch ico State, 27, basketball, 7:30pm, 
Convention Center, Reno, 784-4697 
UNR v. UNLV, 30, basketball, 7:30pm, Conven­
tion Center, Reno, 784-4697 

DECEMBER 
Winter Holiday Concert, 1, Youth Symphony & 
Jr. Orchestra, 7:30pm, Pioneer Theatre, Reno, 786-
5105 
Reno Gem & Minerai Society, 1 lecture on 
carving slone, 8pm, 480 S. Rock Blvd ., Sparks, 
825-6457 
Sierra Nevada Chorale, 3, Pioneer Theatre, 8pm, 
Reno, 786-5105 
Arts & Craft Show, 3-5, Exhibit Hall, 10am-9pm, 
Stale Fairgrounds, Reno, 785-4306 
Fallon Christmas Fa lre, 4, holiday displays, 
demonstrations & handcrafted gifts, 10am-5pm, 
high school, 423-2181 
Desert Dance Arts Theatre Christmas Fair, 4, 
bazaar, entertainment & demonstrations, 10am-
5pm, Hawthorne Convention Center, 945-2754 
Genoa Christmas Falre, 4, arts & crafts, 10am-
5pm, Town Hall, 782-2172 
Magic of Santa Christmas Falre, 4-5, gifts & 
food, 10am-6pm Sat., 10am-4pm Sun., Idlewild 
Park, Reno, 785-2262 
" A Christmas Carol ," 5, drama, 4pm, Community 
Center, Carson City, 882-1976 
Reno Chamber Orchestra & UNR Chorus, 5, "A 
Christmas Gift to the City," 3pm, Pioneer Theatre, 
Reno, 786-5105 
UNR v. College of Idaho, 6, basketball , 7:30pm, 
Convention Center, Reno, 784-4697 
Jazz Ensemble Concert, 9, Church Fine Arts 
Theater, 8pm, UNR, Reno, 784-6525 
UNR v. Utah, 11 , basketball, 7:30pm, Convention 
Center, Reno, 784-4697 
Santa's Arrival Party & Workshop, 11 Sanla 
descends by helicopter, gift bazaar, noon-2pm, 
CVIC Hall, Minden, 782-2172 
" Nutcracker," 11 -12, Nevada Opera Assoc. 
ballet, 2:15pm, Pioneer Theatre, Reno, 786-4046 
$10,000 Reno International Rally, 11 -12, Sat.. 
300-mile auto race In hills around Reno, Pyramid 
Lake & Virginia City; Sun.: short race In Seven Mile 
Canyon below Virginia City, 323-7446 
Royal Gorge Cup-Alpine Supply 10km Race , 
1 2, cross-country skIIng, 11 am, Royal Gorge, Soda 
Springs, 916-426-3871 
UN R v, Pepperdlne, 16, basketball , 7:30pm, 
Convention Center, Reno, 784-4697 
National Single-Elimination Gymnastic Cham­
pionsh ips, 16-20, MGM Grand, Reno, 747-2719 
" Nutcracker," 18-19, Nevada Opera Assoc. 
ballel, 2:15pm, Pioneer Theatre, Reno, 786-4046 
Visions of Sugar Plums Candy Class, 20, Christ­
mas candy m'aklng, 1 :30-3:30pm & 6:30-8:30pm, 
Reno Recreation Center, 785-2262 
Wolf Pack ClaSSiC, 20-21 UN R basketball tour­
nament, Convention Center, Reno, 784-4697 
" Nutcracker," 22 , Santa Clara Ballet, 8pm, Com­
munity Center, Carson City, 882-1976 
UNR v. Sacramento State, 31 , basketba ll, 
7:30pm, Convention Center, Reno, 784-4697 
Skiers' New Year's Extravaganza, 31 fireworks, 
dinner, torchlight parade, night skIIng, Boreal Ski 
Area, N. Lake Tahoe, 916-426-3666 
Mexican Dance, 31 Exhibit Hall, 8pm-2am, State 
Fairgrounds, Reno, 785-4306 0 

A Reminder: To confirm dates and t imes, use 
the phone numbers listed with each event. For 
out-of-state callers, Nevada's area code is 
702. 





JACKPOT 

RESORT CASINOS 
Entertainment 

U.S. Highway 93 
North is a short 
route to Craters 
of the Moon 
National 

C'.ad:u) ~ Monument in 
1-"" Idaho and also 

& to Yellowstone & 
Grand Teton mmmmmmmm National Parks 

Convention Center 
Indoor Mall 
Exquisite Dining -Show Room 
Two Fine-Food Restaurants 
Lunch Counter 

. Cocktail Lounges 

Special Food Service in 
Convention Center Designed 
for All Types of Gatherings 

ELKO 

For Mot.1 R.s.rv.tlons 
C." (702)755-2321 

For irIfOfnwtion, .. I • . C.t H.,..,n. 80. 521 

JACKPOT. NV 89825 
P\ltuu Country 

On OS HlghwIY 93 I t Idlho Border 

Wildharse 
BaDCh & Besart 

Ice Fishing 4J&:., 
Snowmobiling . ~ 
Cross Country SkIIng A-

Restaurant . Bar . Ice 
R')oms • Mobile Home Rentals 

Boat Rentals . RV Park 
Fishing & Hunting Licenses 

Fishing Bait 
Gas & Diesel . Propane 
X-C Ski Trails & Rentals 

Ice Auger Rentals 
Laundry . Showers . Restrooms 

General Store 
Slot Machine . Video Games 

Private Airport with 5500 ft . runway 

Your Hosts - Archie & Betty Corbari 

65 miles norlh 01 Elko 
Phone: Northlork 6471 or 6472 Ihru 
Elko or. write lor brochure and rates: 

Via : Elko. Nevada 89801 
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Travel Guide 
WINNEMUCCA 

WINNEMUCCA! 
A great spot to have fun 

night or day! We now have a 
great place for your next meet­
ing: our brand new 13,000 sq. 
ft. Convention Center More 
motel rooms & casino action 
than ever. 

Let us help you have a good 
time! 
Write or call: 

WUflEMUCCA 
Convention Center 
and Visitors Bureau 
50 Winnemucca Blvd. West 
Winnemucca, NV. 89445 

(702) 623-5071 

ELKO 

ELKO, NEVADA 

Big name entertainment 
First class accommodations 
Color TV 
Swimming pool 
Air conditioned 
Convention facilities 
Indoor parking 
Coffee shop and bar 

STOCKMEN 'S 
MOTOR HOTEL 

P. O. Box 270 
Elko, NV 89801 
(702) 738-5141 

CARSON CITY 

• Friendly 
• lfistoric 
Carson City 
Chamber of Commerce 
702/SS2-1666 

BOULDER CITY 

Follow The Sun 

II 
Thrifty Food and Lodging 

Chamber of Commerce 
Boulder City, NV 89005 

(702) 293-2034 



AUSTIN 

' Produce" 0' the "nut 0' N ... d. Turquol .... 

\\~\\I\ROO TURQUO/ 
\: CO., INC. $1' 

1/® 
!WILLING & M\~\~t, 

Est 
1972 The Shoshone Mme 

THE SOURCE FOR: 

• PrecIous Turquoise 
• Silver Nuggets and Chams 
• The Nevada Rock Clock ™ 
• Silver Crystals 
• Mineral Specimens 
• Silver Bullion - Sterling Silver 
• Fme Custom Jewelry 
• Other Fine Gemstones 

CERTIFIED APPRAISALS 

MANUFACTURING SILVERSMITHS 
DESIGN and REPAIR SERVICE 

1300 E Main St 964-2641 

- IN HISTORIC AUSTIN-

VISA MASTERCARD - AMERICAN EXPRESS 
DINERS CLUB - CARTE BLANCHE 

arne visit US at Odds and Sorts 
look around and tell your thougllt , 

m've babu gifts and ehristmas joys 
embroidery and children's toys, 
.A orted teas and coffee beans 

antique atld prints of various scenes, 
many a quamt and 'beauteous tiling 

widl whidl we hope some joy to bring, 

.And la t of all we speak of ~owers 
wilen entertaining think of ours, 
We will arrange for you to cater 

for batlquets, weddings, now or later, 
71le most exquisite nower display 
in ilk and dried or basket gay, 

For your festive next occasions 
let To .Ann and Kay provide creations 

"Which will add a splendid look 
jllst phone them up, they're in the book. 

Odds and Sorts 'Boutique 
602 So. 13ridge St. 

'Winnemucca, Ylev. 89445 
7elephone 623-5348 

Travel Guide 
LAS VEGAS WINNEMUCCA 

Win the West. 
?O--1 E3t'dIJ!,f ,I H, I ,,, "' . f Ifl,> dlnlf1q In 

Dl ctrl1()rl(l lll ..... . /1., ,0 I'f~tl( rv1P);IL,tr' 

f ()wl dt Willy & , • Howl,,''1 • 
Fti< j' & S~~ortc., HI I, I", • \~ ... t'~,t,'rf' 

Efllr~llrlljrll . VV,' ..... T+·'· [),t"( t' ~~,tll . 

t,()fnplptt, ()(Hlllflq f ,I< "'1·<..., . A( ' ....... 
()f F ff',- f.-);lrklr)(~ • ~~ \/ 1"1 I~J(jf'(l 

SAM'S 
TO-W-~ ~ ' 111 ' 

~-' .. - .. - 1 ····1.· .... . -._ .. - I . 
. - - - - - .... -. 

HOTEL. GAMBIJNG HALL 
l:-.~ 

BC:'::':N: :ENTER 

C(Jrnpr of BOlildpr Hwy & N"III~ 
Las Vegac, NV 89112 
800-6346371 or 702-456,11; 

Emporium 
~--INSULATOR----

A Collectible that 
helps preserve the 
history of Nevada ... 

Telegraph insulators from the only 
County owned and maintained telephone 
system in the Unitec States. A brief written 
history of the Churchill County Telephone 
and Telegraph System decorates the attrac· 
tive gift box. Proceeds go to support 
projects of the Churchill County Museum & 
Archive in Fallon, Nevada. 

Assorted colors and styles (our choice) 
$5 plus $2 shipping. 

Limited Collector's Edition. Deep or 
unusual colors and styles (our chOice) $10 
plus $2 shipping. Order from: 

Nevada Magazine, Capitol Complex 
Carson City, NV 89710 

Motel 
SCOTT 
SHADY 
COURT 
("Your Home Away From Home. '1 

70 UNITS, ALL HAVING 
STEAM HEAT & AIR CONDITIONING 
DIRECT DIAL TELEPHONES 
COLOR TELEVISION 
INDOOR, HEATED POOL 

FOR YEAR- 'ROUND SWIMMING 
SAUNA BATH 
CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND 

3 BLOCKS OFF HWY 95 
2 BLOCKS NORTH OF 

WINNEMUCCA BOULEVARD (1·80) 
AT PAVIUON It FIRST STREETS 

P.O. BOX 672 (702) 623-3646 

r(\¢" S)~ 
~\)" ,,\.~~ 

10. ~10 
& ,\0 The Most GV Comprehensive Guide 
Ever Published On Securing 

Employment In Nevada . 

• Job hunting/job search advice 
The Resume 
The Job Interview 
Wage Information 

• How to get the job you want 
• Job resource and other 

reference material 
• Description of major industries 
• Lists of major area employers 
• All about government jobs 
• Facts about living in Nevada 
• And much more 

SEND A CHECK/MONEY ORDER FOR 54.95 
PAYABLE TO: 
EMPLOYMENT SECURITY DEPARTMENT -
RESEARCH 
500 East Third Street 
Carson City. NV 89713 
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U.S.S. NEVADA 
The Ship That Wouldn't Sink 
The battleship that carried the Silver State's name survived Pearl Harbor and an H-bomb, 
and was one of the most decorated warships to sail the main. By Bert Shanas 

To get to evada Point from Carson 
City, just head southwest for about 
3,100 miles and you'll run right into 

it. You ee, evada Point i n't in evada. It 
i actually a much-revered tract of tropical 
foliage in Hawaii clo e by the entrance of 
Pearl Harbor, near an area that ancient 
Hawaiian believed was the home of their 
hark godde . 

The story of how evada Point got its 
name i the tory behind ome of the most 
heroic naval exploit in the nation's history. 
It is the story of the men who served aboard 
the U.S.S. Nevada during the attack on Pearl 
Harbor. 

The 29,000-ton battle hip Nevada, which 
was commis ioned and named for the state 
in 1916, is certainly not the best known of 
the 97 vessels that were tied up at Pearl on 
the morning of the Japanese attack. That 
distinction belongs to the U.S.S. Arizona, 
which was blasted out of the water and went 
down to the bottom within minutes, per­
manentfy entombing 1,177 sailors. or wa 
the Nevada the most formidable vessel. The 
25-year-old ship, which fir~t saw action in 
World War I, had just three month to go 
before becoming officially "over-aged." 
What mak the evada unique is that of all 
the ship at Pearl on that terrible morning 
41 years ago he was the only one able to 
get under way- and he did it solely on the 
guts and self- acrifice of her crew under the 
mo t adverse condition possible. 

Under normal circumstances a battle­
hip would require about two hours and the 

aid of three or four tug to get under way. 
But December 7, 1941, was not to be a 
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"normal" day. At 7:55 a.m. the first of 353 
Japanese plane ripped over the harbor, 
destroying the calm of the Hawaiian Sunday 
as they shattered the heart of America's 
Pacific fleet. 

The big prize for the Japanese that 
morning was the concentration of seven 
battleships, including the Nevada, tied up at 
what sailors still call "Battleship Row." The 
crews of all seven battleships quickly began 
returning fire. But they didn't stand a 
chance. By 8:25 a.m., when the first attack 
was over, the Arizona wa a burning wreck, 
the Oklahoma had capsized, the West Virginia 
had sunk, and the California was going 
down. Only the Maryland and the Tennessee, 
which were tied up between other vessels 
and nearby Ford Island, were protected. 

On board the Nevada- tied behind the 
Arizona near the north end of Battleship 
Row-the crew sprang into action. As the 
first planes came over, sailors opened fire 
with the vessel's four machine guns and 
were soon joined by the ship's 5-inch 
antiaircraft and broadside batteries. Within 
minutes the Nevada's gunners had shot 
down two of the five Japane e planes they 
would destroy that morning. 

But the Japanese were undeterred-and 
their planes kept coming. Finally, a torpedo 
hit the Nevada near the port bow, blowing a 
30- by 45-foot hole in the ide of the ship, 
causing the ve sel to go down several feet 
by the head. Almost at the same time a large 
bomb hit the quarterdeck, killing several 
crew member . Then the Arizona blew up 
and the water around the Nevada was 
instantly covered with flaming oil. 

Lieutenant Commander Francis Thomas, 
the senior line officer on the Nevada that 
morning, knew he had to get the ship out of 
there. He might be able to save the Nevada if 
he could get it to open waters where he 
could maneuver. But there were no tugs­
and no two-hour warm-up time in which to 
do it. He asked the engine room how fast 
they could get the ship moving and was told 
possibly in a half hour. Luckily, the black 
gang was in the process of transferring the 
ship's power burden from one boiler to 
another. So both boilers were operating, 
instead of the normal single boiler at 
mooring. Thomas ordered the Nevada under 
way immediately, and within minutes the 
ship was moving through the fiery waters 
under the attack by Japanese dive-bombers. 

To appreciate the individual acts of 
heroism that took place on board the Nevada 
in those few minutes is to appreciate why 41 
years later local Hawaiians and avy 
personnel still utter the name "Nevada" with 
a deep reverence. 

When Thomas gave the order to cast off, 
there was naturally no handling crew on the 
quay to untie the vessel. So Chief Boat wain 
Edwin Joseph Hill, a warrant officer with 29 
years in the avy, jumped into the burning 
waters, swam to the mooring blocks, untied 
the ves el and swam' back to the ship-all 
the while under fire from Japanese aircraft. 

After Hill made it back to the ship, the 
Nevada, loaded with ammunition, had to get 
past the burning Arizona. To do it, the 
Nevada's gun crews shielded the ammuni­
tion with their bodies as they inched past 
their mortally wounded sister ship. A little 



farther down Battleship Row they pas ed 
the capsizing Oklahoma, and those sailors 
aboard the sinking hip who where still able 
to stand cheered for the men of the Nevada. 

But the Nevada's problems were just 
beginning. When the Japanese saw that the 
ship was making a run for the harbor 
entrance, every dive-bomber in the vicinity 
zeroed in on her. In all, six bombs hit the 
vessel, which was now flooding and on fire. 

Chief Shipfitter George D. Etcell was 
sent below to check on the damage. To do it 
he had to get through spreading fires, and at 
one pOint was waist-deep in hot oil and 
water. But he carried out the assignment, 
and when he got back he was carrying an 
unconscious shipmate who had been over­
come by smoke. The sailor would have been 
dead had it not been for Etcel\. 

At the port antiaircraft battery, the 
ailors couldn't help noticing that the young 

ensign in charge, T. H. Taylor, was having 
trouble hearing. Then they looked at his 
ears and spotted blood trickling out of each. 
The official avy report later determined 
that Taylor had been "under fire from 
strafing attacks, bomb explosions in the 
immediate vicinity and fires that exploded 
one ready box of ammunition in the battery, 
wounded by fragments, burned, shell­
shocked, and completely deafened due to 
broken eardrums." 

But Taylor refused to leave his post and 
continued to direct the battery throughout 
the attack. 

Boatswain Hill, who had untied the ship 
and was later killed, was one of two men 
aboard the Nevada awarded the Congres­
sional Medal of Honor. The other was 
Machinist Donald K Ross who aved the 
lives of several hipmates imprisoned in the 
forward dynamo room. During two of his 
trips to the dynamo room Ross himself lost 
consciousness and had to be rescued and 
resuscitated. But both times Ro sin isted on 
continuing the mission. 

With the Nevada burning badly and 
heading toward the narrow harbor en­
trance, the senior officer afloat at Pearl, 
Admiral William R. Furlong, worried that 
the ship might sink in the entrance and 
block it permanently. He decided to order 
the ship to run aground near the entrance. 
But by the time the last Japanese aircraft 
returned to its waiting aircraft carrier, there 
were 50 men dead and 109 wounded on the 

evada. 
About 90 minutes later, with the crew 

till making repairs and fighting fires on 
board, the ship was moved to another 
position near the entrance. There she was 
beached until the following February 12 
when the Pearl Harbor shipyard began 
repairing her. It was that spot-where the 
proud but crippled Nevada was forced to lie 
resting for two months-that came to be 
known throughout Hawaii as evada Point. 

The last 41 years have done little· to 
diminish the kind of loyalty to the ship that 
existed on that morning of "infamy." Today, 
there is a 600-member U.S.S. Nevada Reunion 
A ociation, which meets annually to re­
count the vessel's exploits. The group is part 
of the larger Pearl Harbor Survivors Asso­
ciation. The annual meetings of the Nevada 
group take place throughout the nation to 

Anchors aweigh: a year after the Pearl Harbor attack, the officially-overaged 
Nevada steams out of Pearl and heads for the mainland for permanent repairs. 

accommodate members, but every few 
years the group goes to evada-which is 
considered to have special meaning. The 

evada State Museum in Carson City 
houses Nevada memorabilia, some donated 
by crew members. An ornate silver service 
and an officer' sword are now on display, 
and museum officials hope eventually to 
also exhibit a bell, nautical flags, photo­
graphs, silhouette models and other arti­
facts to honor the ship and crew. 

" I saw a lot of heroism that morning," 
recalls Virgil Co gro, a 64-year-old struc­
ture lineworker from Los Angele and 
longtime member of the Nevada Reunion 
A ociation." And most of the heroi m was 
just people doing their jobs." Co gro, who 
per onally helped rescue many of the 
wounded, recalls that when the attack 
tarted he was helping to rig an awning on 

the main deck for Sunday church services. 
He looked to his right and saw a Japanese 
plane approaching. "The plane came so 
close," says Cosgro, "I could see that the 
pilot and the torpedoman were both grin­
ning." 

"If I had my way all the schools in 
evada would make the study of the 

heroism on the ship a required course in 
history," says Francis D. Cochrine, a 60-
year-old retired career avy man from 
Seattle. "I aw a lot of people who knew 
they were going to die becau e the Japanese 
bombers were right over their heads. Yet, 
they refused to leave their battle stations." 

Cochrine, who was showering at the 
time of the attack, rushed to his battle 
station in a towel and went through the 
entire attack that way. He took a piece of 
shrapnel in the leg, pulled it out himself and 
continued to man the gun mount, where he 
helped shoot down a Japanese plane. 

Those Nevada school children who take 
Cochrine's advice to study the history of the 

ship will discover that Pearl Harbor marked 
only the fir t of its exploit . After the attack 
the Nevada was completely repaired and a 
year later went back on the line to erve in 
every major battle of World War 11, 
including the ormandy (nva ion where 
she took a beating from German guns on 0-
Day, and Okinawa, where she survived an 
attack by Japane e kamakaze planes. By the 
end of the war, the Nevada had won even 
stars, making her one of the most highly 
decorated ships in hi tory. 

After the war, the government decided 
to end the old battlewagon's career by 
making her the main target for the Bikini 
atomic bomb te t in July 1946. But not even 
atomic bomb could destroy her. Ten other 
hip went down in those test . The Nevada 

survived two bombs and remained afloat. 
ow radioactive, he Ilad to be unk, so 

she was towed back to Hawaiian water to 
meet her end. For four days the ship refused 
to surrender, remaining afloat during re­
peated tests of high explosives. Finally the 
big guns were called in, and the Nevada took 
a terrific pounding from shell, bombs and 
torpedoes of both the avy and Air Force. 
For a long time it looked like the ship that 
was once considered too old for duty would 
urvive this one, too. But then at 2 p.m. on 

July 31, 1948, after taking all that 14 U.S. 
war hips and 60 planes could give, he went 
down in 14,100 feet of water 62 mile 
southwest of Pearl Harbor. 

When it was all over, a most unusual 
event took place. The crews of the ships that 
finally sent her to the bottom held a 
requiem service-a special tribute to the 
ship, the crews that served her, and the state 
for which she was named. 0 

Bert Sllflllas, all editor 011 ti,e ew York Daily 
ews, served at Pearl Harbor as a Navy jOllmalist 

durillg tile 1960s. He recelltly retumed frolll a visit. 

EVADA 45 
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the 
Southwest's 

Investor 
Headquarters 

AT NEVADA COIN MART YOU 
CAN BUY OR SELL WITH 

COMPLETE CONFIDENCE 

GOLD 
BARS OR BULLION COINS 

SILVER 
BARS: I OZ. TO 500 OZ. BAGS 

SILVER DOLLARS 
ONE OF AMERICA'S LARGEST DEALERS 

RARE COINS 
LARGE SELECTION OF GOLD AND 
SILVER TYPE COINS. TELL US WHAT 
YOU WANT. IF WE DONT HAVE IT 
WE'LL FIND IT FOR YOU. 

FREE: COLLECTORS GAM ING 
TOKEN WITH $25. MIN. PURCHASE 

BUyIng or seiling 
You'lI alw~~ be mo~ahead when you 
deal with NEVADA COIN MART 

........... ",."".",.... ~ " ••••• ,_ Ie. 

For almost 25 years Nevaaa Coin Mart has 
been Dealer HeadQuarters for top quality Sliver 
dollars and gold coins. OUr giant new faCilities 
also house millions Of dollars Of u.s. TYpe. 20th 
Century singles. Bullion. Foreign coins. curren­
cy and supplles ... _ ·" _ IN __ "... 

Type Collections Urgently 
Needed . .. None too Large 
None too Small. 

Bank References 

TRANSACTIONS IN STRICT CONFIDENCE 

702/36!HJSOO 
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Horse Sense & Nonsense 

Mystery of the 
Maiden's Grave 

A mammoth cross in the desert and 
a strange grave led me on a 

13-year search for the identity of a 
woman with "hair like ripened grass." 

By Harry E. Webb 

I t was while running mustangs in May 
1915 that I first saw the massive, 
incongruous cross rearing its broad 

arms high above a small butte on the flat 
Nevada wastelands. Halting my horse, I 
studied the black inscription, readable a 
mile distant, and pondered the why of its 
existence. 

"Maiden's Grave." In those bold letters 
was an indisputable tang of mystery. As I 
circled the hill, I could see a name 10 feet 
wide: "Lucinda Duncan." Now who was 
Lucinda Duncan to rate such an impressive 
monument? 

Obsessed with delving the past, I started 
on the back-track of time. Questions among 
young and old brought but one answer­
beyond this, none could go: a workman's 
shovel had unearthed the remains down 
near the Humboldt River. 

I learned that when the Central Pacific 
was straightening a curve in its tracks, the 
mortal remains of a blonde female, pre­
sumably young, had been exposed. The 
Chinese grade builders had moved the 
bones and tangle of hair to the top of the 
nearby butte. Later a section worker had 
found a weathered, termite-eaten board 
near the site of the old grave. Apparently a 
name had been carved in the board. This 
rotted remnant of a wagon end-gate had 
prompted the company to erect the cross 
and, as they deciphered it, inscribe a name. 

But who was she? How did she die? 

Years of inquiry led me from one old­
timer to another until I was some­
what rewarded in the person of 

Charlie Kilpatrick. Charlie's name had been 
linked with incidents involving renegade 
Indians along the lower Humboldt and 
freight roads to the south. 

I found Charlie at the county poor farm 
at Elko, but like many of his ilk he doled out 
infomation as if it were dollars. 

After interminable wheezing and pipe­
stuffing and match-searching he spoke of 

Lame Charlie, at his Elko County cabin , 
was encouraged to speak by AI Thatcher. 

the death of his father, touched on the hard­
ships that followed and told of his famil y'S 
excitement when news poured back east of 
the fabulous riches to be had for the 
shoveling in the California streams. It had 
been a momentous decision when his 
mother scratched together her few coins so 
that Charlie might board a full-rigger, which 
was loaded with mine and mill equipment 
bound for San Francisco. 

"Figge red on gittin ' a few pounds of gold 
an' sendin' back fer my folks, but she never 
turned out that way. Didn't find no gold so 
took a job swampin' fer a feller named Jack 
Guinert who was freightin ' from Sacra­
mento to Austin ." 

I led Charlie on, and he warmed up a bit. 
"Well, I hauled into Austin till Jack was kilt 
one night when some Indians run off our 
stock. I blowed one of them half in two with 
a .52 caliber Colt's rifle I'd just bought. Next 
mornin' all I could find of him was a trail of 
blood and the marks where he'd drug 
hisself off. 

"But yuh know what?" Charlie paused 
for a belly-shaking laugh. "Heard years later 



that that blasted Injun lived to crawl way to 
hellengone to a medicine man. ot only 
that, but the varmint took to usin' my 
name." 

"What about your folks?" I asked. 
Events had been too swift-moving and 

obstacles too numerous for Charlie to send 
for his mother and sister, and "a year or so 
later" a letter arrived from his sister. Their 
mother had passed away and, frantic and 
heartbroken, the 14-year-old girl was "talked 
into headin' fer Californy with some friends 
that was all het up with gold fever - but she 
never made it." With that he lapsed into 
silence. 

Some sixth sense whispered that through 
him I might yet be led down the years to 
some turbulent happening that would ac­
count for the little batch of bones brought to 
light by a workman's shovel. 

"Indians?" 
"No tellin' . Never could find out." 
Did he know the party's name his sister 

was with? Charlie thought awhile on this. 
"Seems like it was Benson or somethin', but 
I don't rightly recollect." 

From Fort Ruby, near the headwaters of 
the Humboldt River, Charlie's famil y had 
received another letter dated September 
5th. This told of trouble aplenty. Mrs. 
Benson, a frail woman at best, lay buried 
near the Platte . Then, to worsen matters, the 
drover's 18-year-old son, Obediah, had "got 
an eye hooked out by some feller's ox." 
Drought had stalked the emigrant route 
until "some of the teams was next to 
buzzard bait, so her an' the others throwed 
in with another outfit whose stock was still 
pretty good." 

"Was your sister's name Lucinda?" I 
asked abruptly. 

Charlie's head snapped up." ow how'd 
you know that?" he asked. I explained the 
name on the cross and that it might possibly 
be a clue to what became of his sister. 

"Could be," he mused, "but girls with 
that name was thicker'n fiddlers in hell, so I 
never give it no thought." 

After the letter from Fort Ruby all trace 
of his sister was lost, Charlie said . He had 
never been able to learn the identity of the 
new party Obediah and Lucinda had joined 
up with. They had vanished completely. 

Charlie had given me nothing posi­
tive on which to hang any conclu­
sions, yet the trail had at least grown 

warm. For even though he had informed me 
that "Lucinda" was a common name in that 
era, the girl's last message, coupled with 
later Army investigations, seemed proof 
that she and her one-eyed companion had 
disappeared somewhere along that 300 
miles between Fort Ruby and Fort Churchill. 

My trail, it seemed, had come to a dead 
end. Years were to elapse before it again 
grew warm. A Paiute Indian I knew told me 
of another of his clan: "Old, old man. Called 
Lame Charlie." 

"Lame Charlie!" I couldn' t hide my 
interest. Perhaps another link in a weak 
chain, but probably not. My informant, Boo­
hoo, was at the time well saturated with 
toddle foot, and talkative . 

Lame Charlie's tribal name had been 
(Continued on page 56) 
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A fierce hunter, the leopard lizard basks In the sun with an eye cocked for spiders 
and small lizards. The Gila monster (Inset) Is the state' s largest lizard , an 
endangered species and one of only two poisonous lizards In the world. 

4 EVADA 

Lizard 
Life 
They get no respect, but 
these desert reptiles know 
how to take I ife one rock at a 
time. By Betty Shannon 

To ome people, lizards rank barely a 
notch above spiders, snake and 
other creatures that lither and crawl. 

I remember an elderly uncle from Iowa 
who, on a summer visit, recoiled at the sight 
of the harmless little fence lizards that 
abounded in and around our ranch build­
ings. "Them little alligator ," he would 
growl. 

Fortunately, mo t of mankind react Ie 
vehemently. For most of us, lizard repre­
ent a sort of gray, neutral zone. They are 

not particularly despised, but they are not 
well known, either. 

The vast tribe of scaly saurians must 
share some of the blame. Lizards are 
perhap the desert's most common form of 
wildlife, yet surprisingly few casual visitors 
are aware of their presence. Lizards silently 
slink away from any form of notoriety. A 
few are 0 fleet of foot as to leave only a 
wisp of dust to mark their pas ing. Still 
other lie motionless and nearly invisible, 
camouflaged by the dappled hadow of a 
desert shrub. 

Of the roughly 3,000 specie of lizards in 
the world, about 26 kinds, including everal 
ub pecie, make their home in evada . 

More than half are found only in the 
southern third of the state. 

Although evada cannot claim an exclu­
sive on any species of lizards, 10 varieties 
range widely within the state. Several are 
particularly worthy of mention. 

The Gila monster, Heloderma suspeclum, is 
one of only two species of poisonou lizards 
in the world. (The other is the Me ican 
beaded lizard .) A subspecies, the banded 
Gila monster, inhabits Clark and Lincoln 
countie , generally between the Colorado 
and Virgin rivers. The Gila mon ter's 
appearance is formidable, but man has little 
to fear if he follows a strict hands-off policy. 
The venom, from modified saliva glands in 
the lower jaw, enters a victim only after the 
big lizard has thoroughly lacerated the fie h 
with it teeth, and that requires more 
patience than most victims are willing to 
how. 

Gila monsters are nocturnal, hiding 
under rocks or in burrows during the day, 
and are eldom ighted. Large and heavy­
bodied, with a blunt sausage-shaped tail, the 
Gila monster has a beaded skin, mottled in a 
triking pattern of black with pink, yellow or 

orange. It feeds on eggs, mice and other 
lizard and is protected by law as an 
endangered species. 



Two other large lizard are found in 
southern evada. The chuckwalla, Sauroma­
Ius obesus, i th only trict vegetarian in the 
tate, preferring wildflower blo om in 
ea on. Although it grows up to 16 inche in 

length, the chuckwalla would rather wedge 
than fight : when disturbed, it run into a 
crevice and inflate its body 0 that it can't 
be pulled out. Pale gray and black, chuck­
wallas can be een in Clark and ye 
countie . 

The de ert iguana, Dipsosaurlls dorsalis, i 
gen rally a vegetarian and re ide in the 
sam area a the chuckwalla. The iguana, 
which i pale gray with dark brown bar or 
pot, grow up to 15 inche and run fa t. 

One of the mo t frequently ighted 
lizard i the little ide-blotched or brown­
houldered lizard, Uta stansburiana. It help 

control gra shopper throughout the tate, 
and farmer appreciate the help. 

The Great Basin whiptail, Cnemidophorous 
tigris tigris, i at home nearly anywhere in 
the de ert, from arid flats to pinyon forests. 
The whip tail' mo t conspicuou feature is 
its extremely long tail, which can be twice a 
long a it body. Overall, the lizard can 
grow to about 15 inches. The back and 
ide of mo t Great Basin adult have a 
potted or checkered network again t a 

lighter background. The whiptail keep a 
low profile, hugging the ground even at 
high peed. Pur ued, it usually zip into the 
neare t hole, either one it has previou Iy 
dug or a rodent's excavation. 

Besides erving as a hideout, uch digs 
also provide shelter from the de ert' 
extreme heat and cold. Like all other 
reptile, the whiptail is exothermal: it 
blood temp rature varie with the tempera­
ture of it environment. The lizard need a 
body temperature of 104°F before it can 
hift into high gear, and thus eek out 

warm spot like sunny rocks or highway 
blacktop. 

Too much heat, however, can be fatal. 
For that rea on, e pecially in ummer, 
lizard are mo t active in the morning and 
late afternoon. At midday they retreat to a 
burrow. 

Conver ely, a variable blood tempera­
ture allow lizard to urvive the low night­
time and winter temperature of evada' 
high de ert. Of cour e, in very cold weather 
the lizard become inactive; metaboli m 
drops until the creature i barely alive, 0 it 
mu t pend winter underground in hiber­
nation. 

The little zebra-tail, Callisaurus draco­
no ides, i al 0 no louch for peed, and there 
i no mi taking it identity. A erie of four 
or more black band encircle the lizard' 
grayi h-white tail, and its pale coloring 
give it a gho t-like appearance on the alkali 
flat and de ert washes where it make it 
home. 

The zebra-tail, which i common 
northwe tern evada, ha the charming 
habit of wagging it tail just before takeoff. 
While running, it rai e its body off the 
ground and carrie it tail arched over it 
back. Zoologi t peculate that the pro-
minent tail marking may divert the attack 
of hawk and other predator to the tail. The 
detached tail will continue to wiggle and 
quirm, ati fying the predator, while the 

If you see a lizard around a ghost town or ranch , it's probably a western fence 
lizard (above) , which likes to survey its domain from rocks, fence posts, logs, 
lumber piles and the sides of build ings. Lizards are cold-blooded and use the sun 
to warm their bodies before they can sh ift into high gear. 

lizard escapes. In time, the zebra-tail, like 
many other lizards, will grow a new tail. 

The collared lizard, Crotaphytus collaris, 
large-bodied with a massive head, wear a 
di tinctive black and white neck collar. 
Brightly colored pattern of pot and bar 
mark the nearly mooth, 100 e kin. Back­
ground body color al 0 can vary, from olive, 
gray or brown, to yellow, influenced ap­
parently by the overall tone of the local 
land cape. Bright orange pots are present 
on the female when carrying fertile eggs. 
Since the female ' pot fade at the end of 
the breeding ea on, zoologi t believe that 
they may inhibit the advance of males. 

The collared lizard prefer mountain 
lopes, canyon , alluvial fan -ju t about 

any place with a generou upply of rocks 
and limited vegetation-and i found 
throughout evada. Rock are important to 
the pecie' urvival. The ground under a 
rock make a uitable nur ery for the 
collared lizard's egg, since the oil there 
tend to hold more moi ture than the 

urrounding arth, and moi ture i nece sary 
for ucce ful incubation. 

Prey for collared lizards include large­
ized in ect like gra hopper, cicada and 

crickets, and, occa ionally, mailer lizard . 
The collared lizard i agile and active. It can 
leap from rock to rock and when in a hurry 
can tand erect, clutch its front feet to it 
che t, and run on its powerful hind leg like 
a miniature tyranno aur. 

A clo relative of the collar d lizard i 
Crotaphytus wislizenii, the leopard lizard . 
Striking, leopard-like pot provide ea y 
identification of thi large, long-tailed lizard, 
although like its cousin, the collar d lizard, 
dorsal background color range acro the 
pectrum from a yellowi h buff to ru et 

brown to gray. A fierce a predator a it 
name ake, the leopard lizard prey upon 
mailer lizard . It potted pattern provid 

it with perfect camouflage while it lie in 
wait beneath a creo ote bu h or in the hade 
of a juniper. 

(COII/llllled 0 11 lIex/ page) 

Mouth agape on its large head, the collared lizard is easily identified by its 
black-and-wh ite neck markings. A close relative of the leopard lizard, the 
collard prefers rocky slopes and canyons and can change its color to match 
its surround ings. 
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LIZARD LIFE 
(Continued from previous page) 

A collared lizard look-alike, especially to 
the novice, is the desert spiny lizard, 
Sceloporus magister. It also wears a black 
neckband, but the spiny's collar is a single 
stripe, wide at the throat and tapering to a 
point on the back above the shoulders, 
while the collared lizard always wears two 
black bands. 

Lizards of the genus Sceloporus are best 
known as "blue-bellies" because of the 
prominent blue throat and belly patches 
present on most males. The spiny lizards 
also are rough-skinned with conspicuous, 
sharply-pointed, overlapping scales.The liz­
ards are good climbers, ascending rocks, 
trees or sides of buildings with ease. They 
are at home in such diverse habitats as 
desert gullies, streamside willow thickets 
and lower mountain slopes throughout 
Nevada. 

Other members of the spiny lizard clan 
common th roughout the state are the 
sagebrush lizard, Sceloporus graciosus, and 
the western fence lizard, Sceloporus occident­
alis o Both are small to medium-sized, brown 
to gray in color, and similar in appearance 
and habits. If you see a lizard around ghost 
town buildings, it will probably be one of 
these four-legged reptiles. 

In Nevada lizards not only survive but 
also thrive. Look carefully and you'll see 
them. 0 

Betty Shannon is a freelance writer and photo­
grapher who lives in the Sierra. 
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Showguide 
Guardians Of 

The List 
Suave, elegant and efficient, a maitre d' runs his 

casino showroom as a captain runs his ship. 
By Elliot S. Krane 

" T he secret of a good maitre d '," 
say Frank Shane, maitre d' at 
the Desert Inn' Cry tal Room, 

"i to make every per on who come to the 
rope feel that they are the mo t important 
per on we've een all evening." 

And that's no mall ta k. At the big 
casino howroom two and three times an 

vening, hundreds of curious cu tomer 
and impatient fans line up to ee tars like 
Frank Sinatra or how like Casino de Pari . 
Everyone wants a good eat and want it 
quickly. They all look to the maitre d', the 
commanding figure holding the huge seat­
ing chart, to find them the right pot. And 
VlP and budget-bound touri t alike, out 
for a night of excitement, want to feel like 
more than ju t another per on in line. 

So a maitre d' must combine the personal 
touch with rna efficiency to keep hi 
howroom running moothly. Impeccably 

dre sed and with the air of a hip' captain, 
a maitre d' ends a sistant and waiters 
scurrying around, placing gue t and tend­
ing to orders. Hi manner make him a 
much a howman a the star on stage. 

Maitre d' learn their trade by long 
experience. They have to ri through the 
re taurant ranks, tarting a a waiter or ch f, 
becoming a captain, then an a istant maitre 
d' Finally, when they have enough eniority 

Bobby Miranda , maitre d' atthe Frontier, 
began his career as a busboy and 
climbed the showroom ladder until 
at age 18 he was the youngest captain 
on the Strip. 

Maitre d 's have a gift for remembering 
showgoers' faces and names, a skill 
that takes years of practice. Before 
becoming a maitre d' at the Desert 
Inn, Frank Shane spent 18 years 
at the Flam ingo. 

and have pa ed all exam on culinary arts 
and if there i an opening, they get their 
own room . The proce tak many years, 
and along the way maitre d' become 
people-wise, effortles Iy courteou and effi­
cient. If he i good, a maitre d' yearly 
income can reach ix figures in wages and 
tips. 

Under tanding how maitre d's operate 
makes a trip to a howroom much easier, 
e pecially for a fir t-time visitor. 

Maitre d' seat customer according to 
priorities. Getting a prime po ition in line 
doe n't nece ariIy mean omeon will be 

ated in a choice spot. " We have to take 
care of our gambling customer who come 
h re 15 to 20 time a year," ay Harry Karn, 
now retired from Hotel Sahara's Congo 
Room. "Then we do give preference to our 
house gue ts and then the other in the line. 
You'll find that this policy holds at all the 
hotel ." 

Maitre d' aren't cold-hearted about 
eating, however. Exception are made. 

Rudy Guerrero of the Riviera's Versaille 
Showroom learned his trade from Mike 
Cumo, maitre d' at ew York's famou 
Coconut Grove. "He said that I should 
always take care of the young people in 
formals out on the town for th fir t time," 
Guerrero ays. "They might be on a bUdget 

tonight, but they are our future customer ." 
Tipping i a bugbear for many show­

goers. They aren't sure when to tip or how 
much. "People are on the defen ive when 
they come face to face with a maitre d' They 
think that they are going to be robbed," says 
Bobby Miranda of the Frontier's Beyond 
Belief Showroom. "And this can happen if 
there i a greedy maitre d ' Let's face it, there 
are good and bad in all profes ions. 

"My concern is to have a happy show­
room. I won't I t a dis ati fled customer 
leave. I'll stop him and if he doe n't like hi 
table, I'll give him another one. If he tips the 
captain as well as me, one tip goes back. We 
have a kitty which we share, and I won't let 
a customer tip twice." 

Most maitre d's agree that tipping is an 
option and hould only reward good 

rvice. Frank Shane learned from his 
mentor, Emilio Muscelli of the original EI 
Rancho, that self-respect hould come be­
fore money. "He wouldn't let his captains 
hustle for tips. He said that if anyone 
wanted to tip, they would. He taught us to 
keep our dignity." 

With per onal dignity come the respon-
ibility to make patrons feel valued . One 

master of friendly tact wa Je s Kirk, maitre 
d' at Caesar Palace from the mid-sixties 
until the mid- even ties. A Harvard graduate 
in chemical engineering and former maitre 
d' at ew York's Copacabana, Kirk, dressed 
in a gleaming Roman-style uniform, greeted 
kings, executives and nick Ie slot players at 
Caesars with the same smile. 

Another respon ibility of the maitre d ' is 
to keep entertainers happy. Many stars­
especially comics- play the audience, sing­
ing to them, ribbing them, depending upon 
reactions to develop and pace the act. 
Maitre d's know how to "dress" a show­
room, putting re ponsive people in ringside 
eat , where entertainer can ee them be t. 

In addition to the money, responsibilities 
and elegance of his job, an established 
maitre d' acquires important connection 
and considerable influence, even outside 
his casino. Frank Shane likes to tell about a 
call he received, while working at the 
Flamingo, from Bobby Vinton. 

"I had known Bobby for many years and 
when he asked me if I could make a reserva­
tion for his family, I told him I'd be glad to. I 
thought that he meant the show at the 
Flamingo and was about to put the names 
down when he explained that he needed 
the reservations for his show at the MGM 
Grand. The show was sold out and no seat 
were available. Well, I made the necessary 
calls," Shane laughs, "and got his family in 
to see him perform." 

But power, pull and pay have not blinded 
these "guardians of the list" to themselves. 
In the main they live conservatively, struggle 
with the Internal Revenue Service like most 
other casino workers, and occasionally 
engage in some self-<;ritical fun . Once a year 
the maitre d' and captains as ociation in Las 
Vegas holds a charity golf match, and the 
participants play 18 holes wearing golf 
spikes and tuxedos. 0 

f1liot Krane is entertainment editor of the La 
Vegas Sun and a freelance writer. 



Casino Notes 
• Broadway may be coming to MGM Reno's jai 
alai fronton. The fast-paced sport did not catch on 
in the north as it has in Las Vegas, so pelotas were 
packed up for good in November 1980. Now actor 
Eddie Bracken has announced plans to use the 
amphitheater setting for plays and concerts begin­
ning spring 1983. 
• Speaking of maitre d's: Richard Kudrna, recent­
ly named president of Harvey's at Lake Tahoe, 
began his career at the south-shore hotel as maitre 
d' In 1968. 
• Champagne flows dUring Nevada's New Year's 
Eve celebration. That's when casinos invite their 
highrollers and throw special parties to usher In 
the new year. In most showrooms, you'll find one 
price covers dinner, drinks or champagne, noise­
makers, hats and a show that rolls on until after 
midnight. 
• "Free AspIrin and Tender Sympathy" for over­
enthUSiastic partygoers are the advertised speCials 
at a Las Vegas StriP service station. Since 1954, 
Lehman's 76 Station near the Troplcana Hotel 
has rendered first aid to customers who were 
gassed the night before.-Ann Henderson 

Shows & Stars 
FollOWing is a muster of the stars, revues and 
extravaganzas you can see in Nevada show­
rooms in November and December. Schedules 
can change, so it's wise to call ahead for times, 
dates and reservations. For out-of-state callers, 
Nevada's area code is 702. 

Ann-Margret performs at Caesars Palace 
through November 3. 

LasVegas 
Aladdin, 736-0111 C'est Magnifique, indf.; Wed.­
Mon., 8pm buffet dinner show $13.50; midnight 
cocktail show $9.95, inlcudes 2 drinks 

Barbary Coast, 737-7111 Royal DIXie Jazz Band, 
noon-6pm; Irish Showband, 9:30pm, midnight, 
2am 

Caesars Palace, 731 -7333: Ann-Margret, thru 
11 /3 

Circus Circus, 734-0410: Circus acts, 11 am­
midnight, free 

Desert Inn , 733-4444: "A Chorus Line," Broadway 
mUSical, indf.; cocktail shows 7pm and 11 pm; dark 
Mon.; $20 

Dunes, 737-4110: Casino Theater: Robert Goulet, 
Indf.; 8pm dinner show from $18.75, midnight 
cocktail show $15.75. Top of the Dunes: Loretla 
Holloway, 11/1-12/4; Four Freshman, 12/ 6-1 / 15 

Flamingo Hilton, 733-3333: City Lites, revue, 
Indf., 8pm dinner show from $14.50, midnight 
cocktail show $10.95 

Four Queens, 385-4011 Nightly entertainment 

Frontier, 734-0240: TBA, 11 / 1-12/27' Siegfried 
and Roy In Beyond Belief, revue, 1 2/28-indf., 7pm 
& 11 pm Sun. & Tues.-Frl.; 6pm, 9: 15pm & 12: 15am 
Sat.; family show (no nudity) 7pm Fri. & 6pm Sat., 
$24.50, Includes 2 drinks 

Hacienda, 739-8911 Fire & Ice, Ice spectacular, 
thru 12/4; 8pm dinner or cocktail show from 
$13.95, 11 pm cocktail show $10.95, Includes 2 
drinks; dark Mon. 

Holiday, 732-2411 . Wild World of Burlesque, Indf., 
10pm & 12:30am Mon.-Fri ., 8pm, 10pm & 12am 
Sat.; dark Sun., $6.95, Includes 2 drinks 

Imperial Palace , 731 -3311 Lovelace WatkinS/ 
Dave Swan, Indf.; 8pm & midnight nightly, $15 
Includes 2 drinks 

Landmark, 733-1110: Nightly entertainment 

Las Vegas Hilton, 732-5t 11 "Bal du Moulin 
Rouge de Paris," Indf., 8pm dinner show from 
$19.50, midnight cocktail show $16.50 

Las Vegas Inn & CaSino, 731-3222: Entertain­
ment Tues.-Sun. 

MGM Grand Hotel , 739-4567' Z/egfeld Theatre. 
Jubilee!, Indf.; 8:15 & 11 :45pm Sun.-Fri ., 6:30pm, 
lOpm & 12: 15am Sat., $23.50. Celebnty Room: 
Melissa Manchester, thru 11 /3; Mac Davls/Dotlle 
West, 11 /4-1 7' Barbara Mandrel, 11 / 18-12/ 1 . TBA, 
12/2-12; dark, 12/13-25 ; Mac DaVIS, 12/26-1/2 

Marina , 739-1500: Penthouse Pet ReView, Indf. 

Maxim, 731 -4300: Olde Tyme Burlesque, Indf., 
8pm, 1 0:15pm & 12:30am Tues.-Sun., $9.75 , in­
cludes 2 drinks 

Riviera , 734-5110: Bill Cosby/Angela Boflll , 11 /4-
17' Alan King, 11/18-24 ; 8pm dinner show & 
midnight cocktail show 

Royal CaSino , 733-4000: Rare & Bare Burlesque, 
indf.; 8pm, 10pm & midnight, $9.95 

Sahara , 737-2111 Nightly entertainment 

Sam's Town, 456-7777' 24-hour entertainment 

Sands, 733-5000: Continuous entertainment 

Showboat, 385-9123: Entertainment and danc­
Ing nightly 

Silver Slipper, 734-1212: Boy-Lesque, Indf., 8pm, 
10pm & midnight, dark Thurs. Branded, revue, 
Indf.; 9pm & 11 pm Sun.-Tues. & Thurs ., 7pm, 9pm & 
11 pm Fri. & Sat., dark Wed. 

Folk singers Peter, Paul and Mary 
present their hits of the '60s and '70s 
at Harrah's Tahoe November 10-11. 

Country star Dottie West appears with 
Mac Davis November 4-17 at MGM 
in Las Vegas. 

Stardust, 732-5325: Lido de Paris, Indf., 7pm & 
11 pm Sun.-Fri., 6:15pm, 9:15pm & 12:15am Sat., 
$17.50, Includes 2 drinks 

Sundance,382-6111 Entertainment nightly 

Tropicana , 739-2411 Folies Bergere '82, Indf., 
8pm dinner show $19.50-$25.50; 11 '30pm cock­
tail show $13.95; thru 12/ 11 and 12/27-lndf., 
Christmas Concert, Las Vegas Symphony Orches­
tra, 12/12, dark, 12/ 13-26 

Union Plaza , 386-2444: "Sorry, Wrong Husband," 
Broadway play, Indf., 8pm dinner show from $9.95, 
11 :30pm cocktail show $5.95. New Year's Eve 
Fireworks Show, 12/31 

Lake Tahoe 
Caesars Tahoe , 588-3515. Nightly entertainment 

Cloud's Cal-Neva, 832-4000: Nightly entertain­
ment 

Crystal Bay Club, 831 -0512. Nightly entertain­
ment 

Harrah's Lake Tahoe , 588-6611 South Shore 
Room: Don Rlckles/Charo, thru 1 t / 4; Sammy 
DaVIS, J r ) Count Basle, 11 /5-9 & 11 / 12-18; Peter, 
Paul & Mary, 11 / 10-11 Wayne Newton, 11 / 19-
12/1 , Johnny MathiS, 1 2/3-5, TBA, t 2/6-26; Beach 
Boys, 12/27-1/2. Statelme Cabaret: Billy Preston, 
11 /2-7' Ricky and the Red Streaks, 11 /3-5; Rob 
Hanna Salutes Rod Stewart, 11 /4-17 (except Wed), 
Heat's On, 11 /6- Indf. (except Tues.); B.s . King , 
11 /9-21 (except Mon.), Norton Buffalo. 11 /30-
12/ 12 (except Mon.), Boxcar Willie. 12/ 14-1/2 
(except Mon.); Joe Savage, 12/27-1 / 16 (except 
Mon.) 

Harvey's, 588-2411 Top of the Wheel: Ed Dia­
mond & Co .. 11 / 1-1 /2. Entertamment Bar Carol 
Rose/ C.C. JoneslTony Austin & Co) Slgned. Sealed 
& Delivered. 11/1 -7' Billy Armstrong/Johnny 
Western. 11 / 1-14, Bach/Karen Cavanagh & Star­
flight. 11 /8-21 Fantasy. 11 / 11 -24 ; MOtlls, 11/15-
28 & 12/6-19; Shondells. 11 /29-12/ 12, Tunes Plus 
One/Diamonds/Joe Tatar & Nancy KayelTokens, 
12/20-1/9. Pertect Circle, 12/23-1/ 12 

Hyatt Lake Tahoe, 831-1111 Kelly & the Kid, thru 
11/7 Motifs. 11 /9-21 Jerry Sun, 11 /23-12/12, 
Garfln Gathering. 12/ 14-1/9 

Sahara Tahoe , 588-6211 Nightly entertainment 

Reno, Sparks & 
Carson City 
Carson City Nugget, 882-1626' Jerry Sun. thru 
11 / 14; Jaguars. 11 / 16-12/ 19 

Circus Circu s, 329-071 t Circus acts 1 t am· 
midnight. free 
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Is your garbage a mess? UGH! 

A Pilot Commercial Refuse Compactor could take the 
UGH out of your refuse disposal problems. 

Run, walk, write or just call us for a garbage solution. 
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PILOT MFG . CO. 
616 E. Glendale Ave . • Sparks, NV. 89431 • Phone 702-356-0424 

Made in Nevada by Nevadans 

Eldorado, 786-5700: Goofers, thru 11/14; Le­
lands, 11/1-28; Family Portrait, 11/15-28; TBA, 
11/30-12/27; Jerry Sun, 12/28-31 

Fitzgerald' s, 786-3663: Cabaret: Winchester Ca­
thedral , thru 11/7; C.C. Jones, 11/9-29; Dr. May­
nard, 11/30-12/12; Oldies But Goodies, 12/13-
1/2. Emerald Room: John Malloy, thru 11/14; Four 
Tunes Plus One, 11/16-12/5; Glenna Allen Four, 
12/7-19 

Harrah's Reno, 329-4422: Headliner Room: 
Righteous Brothers, thru 11/3; Neil Sedaka, 11/4-
17; Bill Cosby, 11/18-12/1; Mickey Gilley/Johnny 
Lee, 12/2-15; Joan Rivers/Fred Travalena, 12/16-
22; Captain & Tennille, 12/23-31. Casino Cabaret: 
Hot Streak, 11 /4-indl. (except Tues.); Billy Preston, 
11/9-14; Norton Buffalo, 11/16-28 (except Mon.); 
Boxcar Willie, 11/30-12/12 (except Mon.); B.B. 
King, 12/14-26 (except Mon.); Paul Revere & the 
Raiders, 12/28-1/9 (except Mon.) 

Mapes, 323-1611 Nightly entertainment 

MGM Grand Hotel , 789-2000 (80(}648-3568 toll 
free CA, AZ, OR, 10, UT): Ziegfeld Theatre: Hello 
Hollywood Hello, indf.; 8pm dinner show from $22, 
midnight cocktail show $18.50. Lion's Den: Liz 
Damon's Orient Express/Pat Collins, thru 11/9; 
Super GoldlTaylor & Cole, 11/10-1217; Leo's Lair: 
Tony Saxon, thru 11/16 

Money Tree, 323-2023: Nightly entertainment 

John Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks, 358-2233: 
Family Brown/Pam Tillis, thru 1117; Montana, 11/9-
21 ; TBA, 11/23-12/25; Muglestons, 12/26-1/16 

Onslow, 786-7310: Nightly entertainment 

Ormsby House, Carson City, 882-1890: Nightly 
entertainment 

Pioneer, 329-9781 Nightly entertainment 

Reno Hilton, 322-1111: Opera House Theatre: 
Nightly entertainment. Gilded Cage Cabaret: Dae 
Han Sisters, 11/2-29; Friends, 11/9-12/6; TBA, 
12/7-27; Reycards, 12/28-indl. 

Riverside, 786-4400: Dancing to the records of 
the '40s, '50s & '60s, Tues.-Sun., no minimum 

Rural Nevada 
Elko: Commercial Hotel, 738-3181 , and Stock­
men's Hotel, 738-5141 

Ely: Hotel Nevada, 289-4414 

Fallon: Fallon Nugget, 423-3111 

Gardnervi lle: Sharkey's, 782-3133 

Hawthorne: EI Capitan, 945-3322 

Jackpot: Cactus Pete's, 755-2321 and Horse­
shu Casino, 755-2331 

Laughlin : Riverside Resort, 298-2535; Del 
Webb's Nevada Club, 298-2512; Regency Casino, 
298-2439; Edgewater Hotel & Casino, 298-2453; 
The Colorado Belle, 298-2425 

Tonopah: Mizpah Hotel, 482-6202; Stallon 
House, 482-9777 

Topaz Lake: Li Brandi's, 266-3321 and Topaz 
Lodge, 266-3339 

Wendover: Goldrush Casino, 664-2255; Nevada 
Crossing, 664-4000; Stateline Casino, 664-2221 

Winnemucca : Star Hotel & Casino and Winners 
Hotel-Casino, 623-2511 

Yerington: Casino West, 463-2481 , and Lucky 
Club, 463-2868 

All dates, performers and prices are subject to 
change. At press lime, some casinos had not 
completed November/December bookings, so we 
recommend calling ahead to confirm entertain­
ment schedules. 0 
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But We're Gonna Get All Gussied Up Just For You 

Poor 01' Dusty Mac, our pesky 
Nevada sourdough miner, has 
Las Vegas' McCarran International 
Airport all tore up in search of his 
legendary "lost" McCarran mine. 
(Actually we're remodeling, and 
Dusty is taking the blame for 
things.) It's a long range, multi­
million dollar, ultra remodeling 

plan that is designed to take care 
of McCarran's tremendous growth 
needs through the year 2000 and 
beyond. Just follow the signs that 
Dusty has caused us to put up 
and you'll find everything is 
where it is supposed to be. We're 
going to make McCarran Airport 
the talk of the aviation industry. 

Clark County Board of Commissioners 

McCarran 83 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

We'll make it 
bigger ... and better! 

McCarran~ 

County Manager Bruce Spaulding 
Asst. County Manager Joe Denny 



MYSTERY OF MAIDEN'S GRAVE 
(Continued from page 47) 

discarded somewhere in the past, but he 
had been the counterpart of Satan on 
horseback. Long ago Boo-hoo had heard 
tories he was not supposed to hear: of 

sorties by a renegade band of Paiutes who 
had plundered and killed all along the 
Humboldt River and particularly between 
Maggie Creek, where Carlin now stands, 
and Gravelly Ford near Beowawe. 

Boo-hoo only shrugged when asked if 
Lame Charlie had a hand in any of these 
raids. "Maybe," said Boo-hoo. "Long time 
ago, pretty much coyote." 

Did he know if Lame Charlie was 
crippled by a rifle ball a long time ago? 
"Heard he got shot," he conceded. But, 
according to Boo-hoo, no earthly power 
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could persuade Old Charlie to speak of his 
past, especially the incident that left him 
crippled. 

That evening I stopped at a little cow 
ranch a few miles from Charlie's domain, 
and its owner, Al Thatcher, proved to be 
just the man I needed. Al claimed to be part 
Cherokee and not only could he "talk Paiute 
better than a Paiute can" but was on the 
friendliest of terms with Charlie. The old 
Indian owed him a sizable debt of grati­
tude for warding off actual starvation when 
his clan had left him without food for weeks 
on end. 

Thatcher was dubious, though, about 
getting him to talk about the early massacres. 
Once, Al told me, when Charlie had dis­
covered a pint of Boo-hoo's cached whiskey, 
he had whooped aplenty of his escapades, 

only to later grab a carbine and literally 
clean camp when questioned regarding 
these claims. 

At AI's suggestion we assembled some 
food parcels and a handful of small change, 
knowing Charlie would place a much 
higher value on several small packages than 
on a single large one. We also secured a box 
with an opening in each end on the left 
fender of my car and in it fastened my 
camera. This bit of trickery was devised so 
that I might possibly get a few pictures of 
the old fellow, who hated cameras. 

Halting the car a few feet from Charlie's 
hut, I pretended to work on the car while Al 
reconnoitered. But Charlie was off in the 
brush. Al found him squatted by an ant hill 
appeasing his hunger, though the insects 
were growing scarce due to Charlie's 

"----Lucinda had been a 
common name, but the g irl's 
last message seemed 
proof that she and her 
one-eyed companion had 
disappeared somewhere 
between Fort Ruby and 
Fort Churchill. 

" voraciousness. After much argument Al 
persuaded him to return to his e-no-vi 
where "much food" awaited him. 

Al came over to the car and hauled forth 
our offerings. "I've told him," he said, "that 
you'd give him lots of spuds and bacon if he 
talked about Indians killing nin-nih along 
the Humboldt River. I told him the Great 
Spirit would be plenty mad if he didn't tell 
the secret he has in his heart." 

Al went back and showed Charlie the 
contents of the bags. Charlie scowled and 
kept jabbing a finger in my direction and 
muttering a word I took to be "isham!" 

I called to AI, "What's all the fuss about 
now?" 

"He says you're a panther's liver and a 
liar." However, peace was made at last, and 
Al motioned for me to join them. 

I gave Charlie the coins promised him, 
and with these tightly clutched in one fist he 
proceeded to gorge himself on our offerings, 
eating everything raw. A week's supply was 
devoured in a few minutes. 

Al apprised him of his promise, getting a 
few halfhearted grunts in return. Al told me 
with a shrug, "Lame Charlie will speak 
when the sun dies." 
In the next issue: Lame Charlie weaves a tale of 
creation, life before the white man and raids by 
desperate renegades, while Harry learns about 
the tragedy behind the Maiden 's Grave. 0 

Harry E. Webb, who once rode with BUffalo Bill's 
Wild West Show, has been a cowboy, trapper, 
actor and author. In 1972 he received the Gold 
Spur Award of the Western Writers of America 
for his story, "Call of the Cow Country." His 
Nevada stories are presented in each issue. 



Muench's Gallery 
In winter the eastern Nevada weather can confect unusual sights, as shown by famous 

western photographer David Muench. In this scene north of Ely, a thick fall of snow lies on the 
desert, almost covering the sagebrush. To the east, the upper half of the Egan Range 

shows a light snowfall. And between summit and plain is a band of ground mostly 
clear of snow. Whether caused by the mountain's rain shadow, the wind or the sun's winter 

angle, this natural parfait is a surprisingly refreshing desert treat.-RS 



EXCELLENT 
FAMILY STYLE 

BASQUE 
RESTAURANT 
STAR * HOTEL 

Dining Room 

European Style Food 
Specializing in 

our Famous Steaks 

ELKO, NEVADA 
ON THE CORNER 

OF 3rd AND SILVER 
(702) 738-9925 

ROOMS RENTED 

Dinner 5-9:30. Closed Sunday 
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Sagebrush Gourmet 
A diner's guide to the Silver State. 
Following is a selective guide to reader-approved 
Nevada restaurants whose advertisements ap­
pear in this section. Besides descriptions of menu 
and atmosphere, the listings include prices, hours 
and other details for your convenience. If you have 
any comments on the establishments listed, drop 
us a line at Nevada Magazine, Sagebrush Gour­
met, Capitol Complex, Carson City, NV. 89710. 

BAGEL DELI 
1091 S. Virginia at Bagel Alley 
Reno. 322-9458 
"Home of the Stuffed Bagel" and Reno's only 
Bagel Factory and Kosher Style Delicatessen. As 
the winner of Nevada State Journal's award, "Best 
Oddball Food Treat," this restaurant features 16 
different varieties of bagels (sesame, onion, onion­
garlic, cinnamon apple, cheese, etc.) baked fresh 
daily. Bagel Deli offers 14 different varieties of 
homemade cream cheeses, including avocado, 
date-walnut, strawberry and jalapeno pepper. 
Kosher style meats include hot pastrami, corned 
beef and turkey. The combinations for sandwiches 
are endless and all of the above may be combined 
to form an omelette of your dreams! Best home­
made spicy chili in the West. Cafeteria style or 
counter service. Eat a little . or eat a lot for a little. 

Don't miss this treat. Open Tues.-Fri., 8-4:30; Sat., 
8:30-4:30. WE DELIVER. 

CATTLEMEN'S 
Hwy. 395, Washoe Valley 
Between Reno and Carson City. 849-1500 
A Ranch-style restaurant, the cozy Cattlemen's 
offers excellent meals at a moderate price. The 
special sirloin steak dinner is a popular and good 
buy. Currently $6.45, this dinner includes a baked 
potato, salad, bread , ranch-style beans, sirloin 
steak and a glass of wine. Other entrees range 
from a simple hamburger steak to a filet mignon 
and lobster. The Alaska king crab is deliciousl 
Open seven days a week for dinner from 5 p.m. No 
reservations. AE, MC, VISA. 

LIBERTY BELLE SALOON & RESTAURANT 
4250 South Virginia Street 
Reno. 825-1776 
Fun dining in an atmosphere of old Nevada 
memorabilia embellished with an ornate back bar, 
Victorian chandeliers and a profusion of antique 
slots. Purveyors of delectable prime rib, teriyaki 
steak, crab legs, lobster tail, spinach salad, etc. 
Open every day 11 am-11 pm, Hofbrau lunch, 11-5, 
from $2.50; Dinner, 5-11 , from $5.75. Ample park­
ing. Reservations suggested for larger parties. MC, 
VISA. 

MINER'S CAFE AND SPECIALTY HOUSE 
Comstock Hotel and Casino 
Second and West Street 
Reno. 329-1880 
The decor of this 24-hour cafe is a colorful and 
faithful reproduction of the Virginia City of the 
1800s when Silver was pouring out of her mines. 
Photos of the Comstock diggings cover the sou­
venir type menu and the bill of fare is literally a 
page from the past with tasty entrees honoring 
bygone mining pioneers. Located on the mezza­
nine is the Specialty House Restaurant featuring 
Chicken Cordon Bleu, Idaho Rainbow Trout and 
the Comstock's famous 1-lb. New York Steak 
dinner with all the trimmings for $5.99. The Miner's 
Cafe and Specialty House is open 24 hours daily. 
AE, MC, VISA. 

RAPSCALLION SEAFOOD HOUSE & BA~ 
1555 S. Wells Avenue 
Reno. 323-1211 
ThiS Rapscallion IS unique and different and 
possibly will remind you of the tradition of excel­
lence that existed long ago in the restaurants of the 
San FrancIsco waterfront. The bar is lively, mostly 
because it is one of the favorite watering holes for 
locals. The antique gas lamp, the colorful stained 
glass, and the whiskey boxes create an atmos-

Special Note to Restaurant Owners and 
Saloonkeepers: With 'each issue you can let 
more than 200,000 Sagebrush Gourmets know 
about the good food and service and other 
delights of your establishment. Write Gourmet 
Supervisor Patty Noll, Nevada Magazine, Capi­
tol Complex, Carson City, NV. 89710, or call 
702-885-5416 for details. 



phere that draws you in for a cocktail. The Rap­
scallion, which has earned a reputation for being 
Reno's official seafood house, offers 20 to 30 
choices of fresh food dishes. Old-fashioned atten­
tion to detail by the service people is something 
not found much today and will be appreciated . 
Lunch: Tues.-Fri., 11 :30-2:30; Dinner: Nightly at 
5:30 p.m. MC, VISA. Reservations suggested. 

STAR HOTEL 
245 Silver (at Third) 
Elko. 738-9925 
The Star Hotel was built in 1909 as a boarding­
house for Basque sheepherders and ranchers. 
Today the Star Hotel still houses sheepherders, 
but it is also an extraordinary family-style restau­
rant specializing in hearty meals, European style. 
Hosts Joe and Anita Sarasua suggest you start 
your dinner with a picon punch (which does pack a 

WHY 
loOK 

FuRTHER? 

Steak. e Lob.ter e Rib. 
Lamb e Banquet. e Drink. 

Prime Rib 

849-1500 
Halfway between Carson and Reno 

555 Highway 395, South Washoe Valley 

punch). Then enter the dining room to order your 
entree of either steak, seafood, chicken or specialty 
dishes like Oxtails and roasted bits of lamb pre­
pared with onion and red pimientos. Or on Fridays 
try the chef's special of lobster, bacalao or rice and 
clams (when in season). Your dinner will include an 

"Not just 
a bagel, 

but a tradition " 
at 

ample supply of soup, salad (with a special dress­
ing), entree, vegetables, beans, spaghetti , french 
fries with ice cream or sherbet for dessert. The Star 
Hotel offers flOe and plentiful fare. Dinners only: 5-
9:30 p.m. Closed Sundays. No reservations. No 
credit cards. 

Eileen and Larry Feldman's 

... ~ELDEL 
322-9458 HOURS: Tuesday th ru 

Friday - Sam to 4:30pm 
Saturday - 8:30am to 4:30pm So. Virginia and Bagel Alley 

LIBB:RTY BElLLEl 
SA.LO ON & RESTA l;!jB.AN'r 

4250 S. Virginia 
Fey Bros. Props. 

YOUR CHOICE OF 
1 lb. New York Steak 

aeG 
Chicken Cordon Bleu 

ae.rQ 
Rainbow Trout 

A1mondine 
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BOOKS 

AMEL IN T HE WEST, by Deane & Peggy 
Robertson, 16-page newly re earched booklet 
on imported camel at work in 19th Century 
Washoe and the West. Rare illu trations. 2.95 
plus 55e postage and handling. alifornia resi­
dents please add 20e ale tax. Arcade House, 
P.O. Box 214744, acramento, CA 95 21. 

" ONQ ER ANXIETY AND F R 
TION." Powelful Guide! 1. ewlife, Box 6 4 
Boulder City, V 9005. 

TRAVEL NEVADA ... T HE WE T ... T HE 
WO RLD ... through books. Little Profe or 
Book enter, 949 We t Moana Lane, Reno, V 

9509. 702- 25-0 4 . Owned by evadans. 

"50 WAY TO GET HELP F ROM GOD." 
Practical! Instant Relief! $1. ewlife, Box 6 4-
X ,Boulder City, V 89005. 

Classified 
COLLECTOR'S ITEMS 

This summer explore with 
PRECISE MAPS OF OLD WESTERN TOWNS 
Virginia Clly/ Gold HIli 13·sheet 1890 map folto, S16 Tuscarora 
1890. Austin 1907. Fallon 1905, Dayton 1907. Bodle 1890. Angels 
Camp 1898. Moke Hili 1898. and Aurora. NV 1890 are S3 each. 
Reno 5·sheet 1879 map folto, S12 Price Includes postage 
VlAD SHKURKIN. PUBLISHER (415) 232-7742 

6025 Rose Arbor. SI. P.blo, CA 94806 

NICKELODEON 
ORCHESTRION PIANOS 

Introduced by Sneider's Piano 
Service. Completely rebuilt to 

perfection by the nation's 
finest craftmen. 

We invite your questions and 
inspection. Call Sunday thru Friday. 

Call: (707) 887· 2578 
Or write: Sneider's Piano Service 

P.O. Box 296 
Forestville. CA 95436 

THE B 

ACTUAl...- ~17g. 
~'X'4" 

ct~ rol~-:;pr:::: ----~ 
IV Drawer"K" • I Vil'8iqia City. Nevada &?440 I 

EA H I Please ~rrl_ Nevada Belt Buckles. 1 e~ I 

~ 
$7.<)5 (or $b.OO each for 2. or more Nevada fol~: I 

GO
" I add 5)4 'h for tax, sorPy about tl?at. 
V VIM or Mastercard. # E.Xp.Date_ 1 
~cJ{ I Name please print) ______ _ 

/0" TWO I Addre;~ I 
OP"lOPe I City State_ Zip __ 1 .. _------_.-.; ------- --- ... 
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HOME 

JEWELRY 

Ludel's Jewelry 

ee your . gem stone 
C T and 'ighed for you 

Examine them under magnification on our scope s 
Our Diamonds are cut in Nevada 

F ine J ewelry & Diamonds 

Open Monday-Saturday 
1452 . Hwy. 395, GardnelVille (702) 782-2646 

MINING 

SPICER MINING CO. INC. 
Nevada Mines & Minerals 
Evaluation, exploration, development. 

Located at the Boiling Pot Outfit, 
miles north of Beatty on Hwy. 95. 

JIM SPICER, Mining Consultant 

P.O. Box 27 , 
Beatty, evada 9003 

(702) 553-23 ,553-2442 & 553-2444 

MISCELLAN EOUS 

HANDWR ITING ANAL YS I IN DEPTH by 
Certified Graphoanaly t- 20.00, plea e write 
the Farer : P.O. Box 26463, La Vega, V 

9103. 



MISCELLANEOUS 

GAMBLER'S XMA GIFI': Do you win more 
than you lose? If you're like mo t people you 10 e 
more than you win. It's a simple fact that the 
odds favor the hou e. The difference between 
winning and losing is the ability to con istently 
anticipate the best time to up the bet, and con­
ver ely, to bet minimally. Offp-red here is a 
simple, effective way to play 21 and win. It 
enable you to confidently decide how to play 
your hand and how to beton the next deal. Learn 
to win; send $7.95 (check/ money order) to 
New Horizons, P.O., Drawer I , Foresthill, 
CA. 95631. Allow 14 days delivery. You can't 
10 e. If within 30 days after purcha e, you feel 
this sy tern i Ie than ideal, just mail it back 
with an easier, more accurate and effective one 
and you'll receive a full refund. Buy it; try it; win 
with it. 

COMBINATION STEER BBQ w/ END 
IRONS. Political Partie -Ranch use. De igned 
& made by an Diego Old Town Black mith. 
702-786-4837. 

CJ & BJ 
Acoustical Tile Cleaning 

Keeping Your Ceiling Tile Up Is Our Business 
2010 Lakeshore Dr., Carson City, NV 89701 

Phone: 849-1235 
Chuck Jennings Billie Kitchener 

THE GREAT NEVADA HOLD UP 
evada blue suspenders are chic and very u eful 

with or without a belt. High quality brace are 2" 
wide, imprinted with the EVADA logo. $6.50 a 
pair. Please see in ert envelope. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

OLD PHOTOS OF RENO. end for Ii t and 
sample. V.P . . 0 . ., Inc. Box 7256, Reno, V 
89510. 

RESTAURANTS 

Sharkey's 
NUGGET 

Something for everyone 

PLU THE GREATE T 
AI D FINEST 

PRIME RIB IN TI-ll WORLD 
Hwy. J 95 

Gardnerville, Nevada 

RESTAURANTS 

A FREE DRINK TO EVERYONE 
Arty day the SUN DOESN'T SHINE In 

BOULDER CITY 
NEVADA 

A FREE DRINK to EVERYONE 
who brings In THIS AD. 

Your hostess : Fr.n KNIUSS 

WESTERN STORES 

Western, English 
and Ranch Outfitters 

Two location in 
Western tore 

1020 E. 4th treel 
Reno 

329-9107 

orthern Nevada: 
Hitchin' Post 

30 0 Hwy. 50 East 
Carson ity 

3-3633 
"OutfitLenist Outfit in evada" 

Estahlished on 196-1 

1983 HISTORIC NEVADA CALEN­
DARS- available now! Rare historical pho­
tos of the old West in sepiatone, plus ghost 
town map. Full format21 "xI4" To EVADA 
Magazine reader , just 3.50 (retail price 
$4). end checkormoneyorderto: EVADA 
Magazine 1983 Calendar, Capitol Complex, 
Carson City, V. 89710. 

ELKO 
GENERAL 

MERCHANDISE 
416 Idaho Street Elko 

Rugged clothing 
for 

evf!!Y season 

Levi/ Lee/ Wrangler/ Tony Lama 
Santa Rosa / La Crosse/ Carhartt 

American Investors 
A-1 Jobs 
Bagel Deli 
Black, Starr & Frost 
Boomlown 
Boulder City Chamber of Commerce 
Bill Boyd & Associates 
The Burk GaI'ry 
Cactus Pete's 
1983 Calendar 
Carson City Chamber of Commerce 
Carson Cycle Center 
Cattlemens 
Churchill County Museum 
Circus Circus 
Cia med 
Comstock Hotel Ca ino 
Conrad's Western Wear 
Desert Mountain Realty 
Dunes Hotel 
E & J Brandy 
Ethel M Chocolates 
First Interstate Bank 
Furnace Creek 
Fulure Communications 
G&P Enterprises 
Glass Mountain Block 
Goldrush Ca ino 
Harrah's 
Harolds Oub 
Harvey's Resort Hotel 
Holiday Casino 
Hyde & Assoc. 

Jensen Electric 
Job Hunters Guide to evada 
Uberace Museum 
Uberty Belle 
Lombardo Turquoise Co., Inc. 
Mark, Fore & Slrike 
McCarTan International Airport 
Mel Mathewson 
Microcom 
Model T 

evada '83 
evada Coin Mart 
evada Development Authority 
evada First Thrift 
evada ational Bank 
orthstar at Tahoe 

Odds & Sorts 
Ormsby House 
Pilot Manufacturing 
Play Mate Resort Marina 
Rapscallion Seafood House & Bar 
Reno Hilton 
Reno Tahoe Tours 
Riverside Ca ino, laughlin 
Sam's Town 
Scott Shady Court 
Sierra Backswing 
Sierra R V. Rentals 
Stagecoach evada Ranches 
Star Casino 
Star Holel 
Stockmen's Molor Hotel 
Suspenders 
Sutro Realty 
University of evada Press 
Viking Industries 
Wildhorse Ranch & Resort 
Winnemucca Convention Cenler 
Winners Hotel Casino 
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INTEREST 
(OR UP TO 3112% OVER 

THE PRIME RATE) 

That's right , American 
I nvestors can offer you 
20% INTEREST on your 
SAVINGS secured by short 
term LOANS on appreciat­
i ng Nevada property . 
Maximize the return on 
your savings. Keep ahead 
of inflation . 
Talk to American. 

AN IDEAL 
INVESTMENT 
FOR: 

• INDIVIDUALS 
• TRUSTS 
• PENSION AND 

PROFIT 
SHARING 
PLANS 

AI~ 
AMERICAN 
INVESTORS 

"PEOPLE YOU 
CAN TALK TO" 

347 South Wells Avenue 
Reno, NV 89502 

786-1633 

1600 E. Desert Inn Road 
Las Vegas, NV 89109 

732-3506 
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YESTERDAY 

Your 
Number, 
Please 
In Fallon you'll find the only 
county-owned and -operated 
phone company in the U.S. 
By Sharon L. Edaburn 

Communication across the Nevada 
desert has never been easy. Ruins of 
Pony Express stations and the poles 

of the transcontinental telegraph testify to 
the silence the desert can impose. But in 
Churchill County one monument to early 
communications still operates: the Churchill 
County Telephone & Telegraph System. 
The product of 19th century ingenuity and 
independence, the system is now the only 
county-owned and -maintained telephone 
company in the nation . 

Churchill entered the communications 
business in 1889 when the Western Union, 
finding its telegraph line in the county 
unprofitable, sold it to the county commis­
sioners for $975. The 90-mile line ran from 
Virginia City to 25 miles beyond Stillwater, 
then the county seat. 

Gladys Allison (left) and Cora Stewart 
did the switching for the Churchill 
phone system In 1925. Today's 
computer lets callers dial the world . 

In 1896 the county hooked a telephone 
system into the lines, and the terminals 
were installed in J.M. Sanford's Hotel in 
Stillwater and Pike's Store and Griswold's 
Store in Wadsworth. Phone service ex­
panded in 1901 when the system tied into 
Sunset Telephone Company lines, which 
ran to Reno, Carson City and Virginia City 
and over the Sierra into California. 

Telephone use increased quickly, and so 
a centralized office was established in 
Fallon in 1902. Fallon was just a skeleton of 

a townsite then, but when workers began 
arriving to construct Lahontan Dam under 
the ewlands Project, the nation's first 
water reclamation plan, the town developed 
quickly. By 1903 the Legislature had ap­
proved Fallon as the new county seat. 

The telephone company moved to Fallon 
in 1907 and operated out of the courthouse. 
Customers paid $4 a month for a private 
line . Business continued to grow, and in 
1911 Churchill County T & T built its own 
cement block office building on West 
Williams Avenue. By then the company had 
hooked into Pacific Telephone and Tele­
graph lines for long distance service. 

There were problems, of course. In 1913 
the district attorney had to collect on a 
mounting pile of unpaid bills, and the 
company manager was told to disconnect 
the phones of those caught "rubbernecking" 
- eavesdropping on conversations- because 
the extra load was burning out the heat coils 
in the central office. 

But the problems were surmounted, and 
the system continued to improve and 
prosper. A 600-line switchboard, installed 
in the thirties, handled calls more efficiently 
than the old drop-system board. Service 
expanded rapidly in the early forties to meet 
the needs of the new Naval auxiliary air 
station, Freeman Field . And in the fifties, 
hand-cranked phones gave way to a dial 
system, with the last of the magneto phones 
being removed from the Swingle Bench 
area in 1957 or '58. 

The company's history hasn't been all 
profits and circuits, however. Harold W. 
Rogers, company manager from 1947 to 
1977, remembers a frantic call that an 
operator received in 1940. 

"Help, help, my house is on fire!" a man 
shouted over the phone. "Send the fire 
department!" But when the operator asked 
the man's address, he replied, "Don't be so 
damned nosey- that's none of your busi­
ness. Just send the fire department." And he 
hung up. Fortunately, a neighbor called on 
another line, and the fire department had an 
address to hurry to. 

In the 1960s the company built a new 
office building to house the ever-expanding 
system, which today services 6,013 custo­
mers. Assets are valued at more than $11 
million, a handsome return on the $975 
investment in 1889. 

And while Ma Bell is shucking off its 
local telephone services and smaller com­
panies are failing, Churchill County T & T 
officials plan more improvements in 1983, 
among them a computer switching system 
that will allow customers to dial anywhere 
in the world. 

But if you prefer the old hand-cranked 
phones and operator-plugged calls, you can 
still see the past's phonic glory at the 
Churchill County Museum in Fallon. The 
museum has displays with photographs, 
historical telephones (one is gold-plated) 
and the system's first switchboard, dating 
from 1896. You can even own a bit of the 
past by purchasing insulators that carried 
the thrilling wires from the 1890s to 
1920s. 0 

Sharon L Edaburn is director of the Churchill 
County Museum & Archive in Fallon. 
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