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UpFran~ 
Segerblom and the Great Dam. 

It was the Depression, 1938, and Cliff 
Segerblom had no intention of becoming 
a photographer. He had just received his 
fine arts degree from the University of 
Nevada in Reno and was heading home to 
Los Angeles. He decided to return via 
Southern Nevada to visit a friend in 
Boulder City and also take a look at 
Hoover Dam. 

His friend, Kelly Lyon, was manager of 
the Visitors Bureau. Lyon, who had heard 
the Bureau of Reclamation's photographer 
was leaving, insisted that Segerblom check 
on the job. "I went for an interview against 
my better judgment," Segerblom says, 
"because I'd never taken a photograph in 
my life. I was honest about my experience, 
but the interviewer said they were looking 
for someone with art training and would 
teach me the mechanics." 

Segerblom got the job and was given 
an 8x10" view camera. "It must have 
weighed 50 pounds, and the tripod at least 
100 more. Then they said, 'Go: " 

In time Segerblom mastered his new 
craft and created a fine collection of Hoover 
Dam photographs, including those that 
appear on pages 48, 56, and 66. But at first 
he was apprehensive, wishing he were 
carrying paints and brushes instead of the 
bulky camera equipment. Segerblom pro­
ceeded to photograph the Colorado River 
from the Supai Indian Reservation in the 
Grand Canyon all the way to the Gulf of 
Mexico-about 1,500 miles. "I also covered 
the dam from the turbines below the river 
to the top of Oskar Hansen's flagpole 
sculpture on the rim of the dam. It was a 
wonderful way to learn the profession." 

In addition to being the Bureau's official 
lensman, Segerblom also served as an 
escort for other photographers. "The 
greats all wanted to shoot Hoover Dam 
because at the time it was the most 
important project in the world. I got to 
know and watch photographers at work 
like Margaret Burke White, Ansel Adams, 
George Strock, Edward Weston, Bill 
Belknap, and Alfred Eisenstaedt. 

"Most valuable to me was Charles 
Sheeler, who was doing a series of covers 
for Fortune Magazine. He taught me how to 
use the camera in relation to painting. He 
showed me how to shoot without distor­
tion, and why you shouldn't get too close 
to a subject so that you get a truer 
perspective. He taught me how to use a 
camera to see the way a person would see, 

and not how a camera would see." 
Sheeler also gave Segerblom some 

darkroom tips, which helped him become 
an extraordinary technician, as witnessed 
by his exquisite black-and-white prints. In 
the meantime, almost everything Seger­
blom shot was picked up by the wire 
services and flashed around the world. 
"My career was on the way," he laughs. 
"How lucky can you get?" 

Segerblom worked at Hoover Dam for 
four years and then moved to Panama 
with his wife Gene, who was born in Ruby 
Valley and wrote the Boulder City piece 
on page 60. When the U.S. joined World 
War II, Cliff worked as a civilian for the Air 
Force, setting up jungle labs and teaching 
photography to military men. After the 
war the Segerbloms returned to Boulder 
City and worked as freelancers in photog­
raphy and writing. In the late '50s, Cliff set 
up the first darkroom at the newly-created 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and 
taught photography part-time for 20 years. 
He also served 20 years as Boulder City's 
municipal judge and justice of the peace. 

In 1984 he celebrated his 50th year 
painting Nevada with a one-man show at 
the Northeastern Nevada Museum in Elko 
and another at Burk Gal'ry in Boulder 
City, where his work can always be found. 
Next Labor Day, he will be judging the 
Western Art Roundup in Winnemucca 
and have a one-man show there. He will 
be a judge for Nevada Magazine's 8th 
Annual Great Nevada Picture Hunt this 
summer (see page 75), and more of his 
Hoover Dam photos will appear in upcom­
ing issues. 

A key to both painting and photography, 
Segerblom says, is knowing what to accent. 
"When I teach photography I always 
encourage students to take art classes 
even if they feel they don't have any talent 
because there is so much they can get 
from it. Anyone can learn how to take a 
picture, but you should go beyond that. 
People assume that everything they point 
their camera at will be a great picture, but 
there's an awful lot more in a picture than 
what they thought they were getting. Artists 
are more selective. They pick what goes in 
and put the other stuff out of focusl" 

-Caroline J. Hadley 



Le~~ers 
Finding Refuge in the Basin and Range 

What Nevada's Really About 
Last spring. while my wife was getting a 
checkup at Wilford Hall hospital at Lack­
land Air Force Base in San Antonio, I saw 
a copy of Nevada. Although I only in­
tended to browse through it, I soon found 
myself reading it cover to cover-articles, 
letters, advertisements, and all. A touch of 
nostalgia swept over me since I am a 
native Nevadan (from Ely) and never 
have gotten over moving from the state 
those many years ago. Soon, I noticed out 
of the corner of my eye that my wife was 
finished with her checkup, so I put the 
magazine down and we went home. 

On my birthday, Jeannie handed me an 
envelope and in it was a gift subscription 
to Nevada. I was surprised since I had not 
mentioned the magazine to her and have 
never seen a copy except the one at the 
hospital. She had seen me reading it, and 
ordered one for me. To date I have read 
everything in each copy. I think the maga­
zine captures what Nevada is really about 
-big towns, little towns, gamblers, ranch­
ers, miners, hell raisers, quiet folk, deserts, 
lakes, mountains, and creeks. 

Gene E. Townsend 
San Antonio, TX. 

like your style-and Nevada's. We get 
over to the Nevada outback every chance 
we 'get to reassure ourselves that the 
world hasn't gone completely nuts. "Basin 
and Range" country is for us-too many 
trees and too many people make us ner-
vous. 

Beautiful People 

Bill Bridges 
Goat Gap Gazette 

San Buenaventura, CA. 

With regards to your "Up Front" editorial 
in December issue: You forgot to mention 
how beautiful and kind you Nevada peo­
ple really are, too. My lovely wife, who 
due to polio is confined to a wheelchair, 
and I really enjoy Nevada, and we vaca­
tion in your state twice every year. From 
what I see, Nevada treats wheelchair 
people as first-class citizens. We travel 
your state and there are bathrooms, ramps, 
etc., all over. The hotels, and restaurants 
favor us, and be it Reno or Las Vegas, 
when we attend those fabulous shows, 
they always have given us good tables to 
view the shows. 

"The Real West" to me is Tonopah and 
Bishop and Route 6 in between. Ended up 

in Las Vegas for three days at the Hilton. 
You all got it all. (And we have supported 
your advertisers, too.) 

Bob Abbott 
Santa Barbara, CA. 

Keep Nevada in One Piece 
My last Nevada arrived in two pieces, and 
neither the local post office nor I know 
how it ever got this far. Can you do some­
thing to stop this problem? 

Please note that the Arizona Highways is 
now mailing out-of-state copies in a sealed 
plastic pouch and so far this has been very 
successful for all concerned. Arizona is a 
picturesque magazine but in truth I doubt 
if I would miss it should an issue not be 
delivered, but tamper with my Nevada 
Magazine and the local, general, and state 
post offices and postmasters all are in­
formed, and had it not turned up you too 
would have been notified. Perhaps I get so 
upset because we do visit your fine state 
more than once a year, have traveled most 
of your roads-paved and dirt, and look 
forward to all your stories because often 
they give new travel destinations and new 
unmet friends to meet. David Muench has 
given us many visual pleasures, and of 
course we never leave Nevada without 
pounds of Mr. Mars' liquor Ethel M choco­
lates. We even read all the ads. 

John A. Stevenson 
Winchester, MA. 

You have taken a great publication idea 
down the road to ruin. What could have 
been great is bad thanks to you. 

It's Terrific 

R. Lin 
Reno, NV 

Thanks to the kind soul who left a copy on 
Sunworld Airlines, I was introduced to 
Nevada Magazine. I found it thoroughly en­
joyable and enlightening. Please enter my 
subscription. 

Eunice W. Danby 
Nogales, AZ. 

I was going to let my subscription to 
Nevada Magazine lapse as most issues were 
full of articles on the glitter spots of Las 
Vegas, Reno, etc., which doesn't interest 
me. Then, somehow, I received the Marchi 
April issue and so enjoyed the articles on 
the ghost towns by Richard Menzies, Fort 
Churchill by Jim Crandall, and old-time 

(Continued on page 19) 
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EIGHT 
SECONDS 

TO 
GLORY 

From Winnemucca to Walla Walla, the rodeo cowboy 
competes in America's toughest sport. 

By Caroline J. Hadley 

I n professional rodeo, nobody's pampered. There is no 
room for error, no time for sympathy. It is America's 
own sport, fast and furious, with its glorious moments 

counted by the second. 
Rodeo is a bucking, twisting, spitting, raucous, scintillating 

word for entertainment. Cowboys are young, healthy contestants 
facing more danger and competing more often than any 
other athletes in the country. 

Nevada has the best in exciting rodeo and daring 
cowboys. You'll find them this summer at Helldorado Days in 
Las Vegas, the Reno Rodeo, and at Wells, Mesquite, and a 
dozen towns in between. The events include great parades, 
fairs, and dances as described in this issue's Nevada 
Calendar. 

But the real action is in the arena. The following review of 
the sport's seven main events shows why rodeo cowboys 
have to be tough or they won't survive. Don't miss them. 
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Bull Riding: The giant brahma or crossbred bulls are vicious, fast, and 
powerful. They also hate cowboys. To compete, a bull rider uses a flat­
plaited rope with a handhold on top and a bell on the bottom, one glove, 
and a pair of spurs. He must have terrific balance, coordination and 
timing, and the agility to get out of the bull's way when the ride is over. 
Bull riders also need an excess of guts. A rider usually weighs less than 
150 pounds while the bull can weigh more than 1,500. The odds are 
always on the bull. Disqualification comes from touching the animal with 
the free hand or bucking off before the eight-second whistle. With a 100-
point maximum (half for the cowboy, half for the animal), a 70-point 
score is considered good. The cowboy is judged on control, style, and 
spurring; the bull is judged on power, high kicking, twisting, and 
changing direction. "It's a tough way to make a living," says Don Gay of 
Mesquite, Texas, who has won $580,056 throughout his career, and 
$77,327 in 1984 to win his eighth world championship. 
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Saddle Bronc Riding: With one 
hand on a single rein, the saddle 

bronc rider must stick to a wild 
bucking horse for eight seconds 

while sitting straight and 
rhythmically spurring its neck and 

shoulders. Considered the most 
difficult event in rodeo, bronc 

busting was the only way to tame a 
horse in early ranching days and 

was the first official cowboy contest. 
Competitors need good balance, 
horse savvy, and an impeccable 

sense of timing. They are judged on 
control, spurring, and style, and 

their broncs should buck well and 
kick high. Riders can be disqualified 

for getting bucked off, failing to 
spur the horse out of the chute, 
touching with the free hand, or 

losing a stirrup. 

Calf Roping: To win at calf roping 
you need a great team: a strong 

roper capable of split-second timing, 
and a horse with speed and heart. 

After a 300-pound calf is given a 
head start, the horse must catch it 

and stop on cue when the critter is 
roped. Then the horse must keep 

the rope taut as the cowboy 
dismounts and sprints to the calf to 

tie three of its feet with the 
pigging string. 
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Bareback Riding: Like saddle bronc 
riding, bareback riding is a spurring 
contest. But there is no rein, saddle, 
or stirrups-just a leather rigging 
with a suitcase handle. The 
bareback rider relies on timing and 
a strong arm, both of which are vital 
in maintaining control. Bareback is 
the most popular event because it's 
the flashiest, and to score high a 
cowboy must ride straight, spur 
long, and kick wide. Mickey Young 
finished fifth in the world last year. 
"Bareback riding is something you 
can' t ever relax at," he says. lilt 
keeps you humble." 

Team Roping: In this event two 
horsemen follow a SOO-pound steer 
into the arena. After the header 
ropes the steer's horns, the heeler 
must catch the two hind legs. Time 
is taken when both ropers have 
caught and their horses are in a 
straight line facing the steer with 
the rope dallied (snubbed around 
the saddle horn but not tied). Each 
team gets three chances. "Roping 
really isn't work, but it's my work," 
says 1984 team roping world co­
champion Mike Beers of Rufus, 
Oregon. His partner, Dee Pickett 
from Caldwell, Idaho, also won the 
All Around Cowboy title in 1984. 
The world record for team roping 
was set by Beers and Pickett at 
Abilene, Texas, in 1983 with an 
incredible 3.8-second catch. 
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Barrel Racing: The only event for 
women at Professional Rodeo 

Cowboys Association-sanctioned 
rodeos, barrel racing is also one of 

the most exciting. A barrel racer 
needs to be a terrific rider, and 
must follow a pre-set cloverleaf 

pattern at high speed around three 
barrels without knocking any over 
(each crashed barrel means a five-

second penalty). To be in the 
money, the rider needs a horse with 

heart, stamina, and speed. She 
needs years of training and practice 
for herself and her mount, freedom 
to travel all year long, luck, and the 
desire to be best in the world. The 

1984 world champion barrel racer is 
Charmayne James of Clayton, New 

Mexico. She entered about 90 
rodeos and won $53,499. 
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Steer Wrestling: The steer wrestler, 
or bull dogger, races across the 
arena on horseback at 30 mph, 
chasing a 700-pound steer in order 
to jump on its horns and wrestle it 
to the ground. He's assisted by a 
hazer who rides on the other side 
of the steer to keep it running 
straight. Perfect timing, a good 
horse, strength or at least good 
leverage, and lots of practice are 
needed to win. The luck of the draw 
sometimes helps, too, because some 
steers are easier to wrestle than 
others. Time is given only when a 
steer is lying down with its head 
and all four feet facing in the same 
direction. Best-ever time in steer 
wrestling is 2.3 seconds, set by Jim 
Bynum at Marietta, Oklahoma, in 
1955. 



Cowbars 
and Dance Halls 

At these cowboy hangouts in Las Vegas and Reno, 
it's rodeo season aU year long. 

Las Vegas 
by Rob Powers 

Corralling the real rodeo cowboys in Las 
Vegas at Helldorado time takes a little luck 
and perseverance but no more logic than 
would fill the bellybutton of a Texas 
horsefly. For contrary to probability, these 
people don't seem to spend much time in 
so-called cowboy bars at rodeo time, even 
though many places in Glitter City offer 
the rowdy, rustic environs they left back 
home in Battle Mountain or Houston. 

No, these fellows can sit on a barstool 
nursing a long-neck brew anywhere. But 
here, after a day spent strapped to the back 
of a raging bull, they can rest their bruised 
and battered bodies in a soft seat at a black­
jack table or in front of a video poker ma­
chine, taking a different, more leisurely 
kind of gamble. They're easy to spot. More 
often than not, they're the ones with the 
white ring on the back pocket of their levis, 
tattooed there by a metal cannister of 
chewing tobacco. 

Rodeo fever about this time of year is 
palpable, sweeping through Las Vegas 
like a prairie dust storm, finding its way 
into nearly every nook and cranny of the 
community. The follOwing saloons may 
not see all of the roughly 850 cowboys 
who blow into town to show their true 
grit, but no matter. Patrons can toast the 
rodeo freely, and they can take some 
solace in knowing that they can capture 
the spirit of Helldorado year-round at 
these joints. 

Silver Dollar Saloon 
"No T-shirts, cut-offs, or bare feet after 8 
p.m.," reads the notice on the front door of 
the Silver Dollar. Another one posted 
inside proclaims that you are in Las Vegas' 
"home of country music." Few patrons 
would argue with either statement. 

Long before there were designer cow­
boys, there was the Silver Dollar, located 
smack dab on a busy East Charleston inter­
section almost within view of Glitter Gulch. 
Built in the late '30s, the place served as a 
cathouse and a furniture store, the story 
goes, before becoming a country and west­
ern bar about 20 years ago. 

And it is country. A John Wayne picture 
hangs on the wall near a poker table, 
where you can buy into a seven-card stud 
game for $10. There are two bars, a large 
square one near the entrance and another 
lrshaped one off in the comer. A blacklight 
prairie mural, which hits first-timers with 
the subtlety of a mule kick, takes up almost 
an entire wall. 

There is seating for about 300, ruthough 
on a Friday or Saturday night few stay in 
their seats. They spend most of their time 
on a huge dance floor, moving under a 
large red-lit chandelier to the strains of 
a group cruIed Last Stage West. Then Bobby 
Adkins and his band come on at 1 a.m., 
taking the crowd to the early morning. The 
preferred dress is cowboy hats, levis, big 
belt buckles, and boots. Few urban cow­
boys spend time here. 

Cocktail waitress Vivian Wiley has 
worked at the saloon for three years. "We 
used to have quite a reputation," she says. 
"When it was the Saddle Club in the early 
'60s, we had fights here all the time. Now 
we don't need a security guard through the 
week." Adkins agrees: "It's calmed down 
now. I haven't seen a fight here in eight 
months." 

According to Adkins, the Silver Dollar's 
status as a premier local cowboy bar began 
after the saloon was purchased and given 
its present name in 1965 by Bill Ladd, a Las 
Vegan with an affection for country music. 
Its reputation was secured a few years 
later when Shel Silverstein, a one-time 
regular, wrote a song called "The Queen 
of the Silver Dollar." Merle Haggard, 
Johnny Paycheck, Dotty West, Tex Ritter, 
and Ernest Tubbs have all played here. 

"We get people from rul over the world," 
says Adkins, a gravelly-voiced musician 
rarely without a cigarette between his 
fingers. "They've all heard of the Silver 
Dollar." 

Sam's Town Dance Hall 
A country conglomerate is Sam's Town, a 
sweeping complex that includes a gar­
gantuan casino, several restaurants, an 
old-fashioned ice cream parlor, a western 
emporium-even a bowling center. It also 
houses a voluminous western dance hall 
that is packed with locals and tourists prac­
tically every night. During the week instruc­
tors give lessons in such dances as the 

Cotton-eyed Joe and the Texas Two-step. 
The room, located a floor above the 

bustling casino, offers a curious mixture of 
cowboys and yuppies, young and old, 
urban and rural. It is an atmosphere where 
you'd be just as comfortable in boots, a hat, 
and straight legs as you would in a golf 
shirt and designer jeans. The music, played 
over an elaborate sound system- there 
are no live bands here-can best be de­
scribed as exceedingly diverse. "Orange 
Blossom Special" to "Lucille" to "Six Days 
on the Road," and you get the idea. 

People come here to line dance, and 
when they do, it's in carefully choreo­
graphed movements, as if these strangers 
get together during the week to practice. 
Virtually no one is out of step. Thumbs in 
pants pockets, dancers move in mirror­
like unison, which looks impressive but 
tends to discourage beginners and two­
steppers. 

The regulars at the Silver Dollar might 
call this hall pseudo-country, catering to 
casino cowboys, and they would probably 
be right. No one here seems to be com­
plaining, however, least of all Sam's Town 
principal owners Sam and Bill Boyd. 

Rockabilly's Saloon 
Some people say that country's popular­
ity in Southern Nevada largely depends 
on how it is produced, packaged, and 
plugged by local radio stations. Compel­
ling evidence for that contention is found 
at Rockabilly's on Boulder Highway, a hoot 
and holler from Sam's Town. As an ex­
ample, hundreds of people, most of them 
in cowboy attire, recently filled the saloon 
for what's known as a stampede party, 
sponsored by one of the local country sta­
tions and offering free food, free-flowing 
beer, and foot-stompin' music. 

Everything that country bars are sup­
posed to be- loud, rowdy, hazy, and crazy 
-Rockabilly's is on that night. The place is 
packed with people, smoke, and plastic 
cups foaming over with beer, as well as the 
live music of Randy Anderson and his 
band. Country bars, it seems, are judged 
by their dance floors, and this one is big. 
The boys help the disc jockeys lead a game 
of Frisbee pass-off, kind of like musical 
chairs, with concert tickets and record 
albums as the prizes. 

Rockabilly's is quaintly decorated with 
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MADE IN 
THE SHADE. 
This summer, 
if you come to 
Elko looking for 
hot summer fun, 
you've got it 
made in the 
shade. 

The shade of 
mighty stands of 
aspen nestled in canyons that crease the Ruby Mountains from 
crest to valley. 

The shade of tree-lined streams teeming with trophy 
rainbow trout. 

The shade of pine and sage covered peaks casting their sunset 
shadows over riders, hikers, boaters and golfers. 

And of course the indoor shade of the Stockmen's Hotel! 
Casino where fresh summer fun can be found 24 hours a day. 
Restaurants. Lounges. Entertainment. Excitement. 

Beat the heat of summer. Keep your cool. Come to the 
Stockmen's for the fun of it ... and have it made in the shade. 

THEN TOUR 
RENO'S 

POPULAR 

~ 
HOTEL I CASINO I ELKO 

For reservations call tolliree 800·648·2345 
In Nevada call 702·738·5141 

The fundamentals 
of blackjack, the 

basics of craps. Try 
your luck at roulette, 

keno, poker, even bac­
carat! Reno's only com­

plete "Behind-Th~SCenes" 
gaming tour. For one low 

price you and your family 
or your organization can 

leam to play Nevada's most 
popular casino games and 

leam how to win at the 
same time! 

DOWNTOWN RENO 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION CALL 

702-348-7788 
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saddle-like stools, horse-head posts, and 
old wagon wheels to complete the effect. 

Long Branch Saloon 
Jim Staggs, one of the most popular coun­
try musicians in Southern Nevada, last 
winter began a stint at the Long Branch 
Saloon, across from the Silver Nugget in 
North Las Vegas. Where he goes, it's said, 
so go hundreds of loyal followers, most of 
whom eschew line dancing and pseudo­
country attire for the swing and two-step. 
Staggs, who shares the bill with the Honky 
Tonk Heroes featuring Janie Stark, is 
forty-ish, and so are most of his fans who 
fill this place. 

Trivia buffs might remember that the 
Long Branch was the name of the saloon 
in the Gunsmoke television series. To pic­
ture Matt Dillon in this place swaggering 
up to the massive wooden bar doesn't take 
an abundance of imagination. Bartender 

"----Sunday night at the 
Long Branch is jam session 

time. 'Anybody can 
get up there, good or bad. 

If they're bad, 
we try to limit them 

to two songs.' 

" Bob Flynn says a section of it is 110 years 
old and once belonged to a saloon in Vir­
ginia City. Another portion, he says, was 
taken from an old Mississippi riverboat. A 
regal-looking National cash register, still 
working after more than 60 years, assumes 
a prominent place behind the bar, occa­
sionally cranked by the man serving the 
drinks. Beautiful hand-carved wood sur­
rounds a large mirror. 

The Long Branch features a central 
dance floor, pool table, muted lights, and 
no fights. "We try to keep it romantic for 
couples," Flynn explains. Sunday night is 
jam session time. "Anybody can get up 
there, good or bad. If they're bad, we try to 
limit them to two songs." 

Cowboy's Los Rancheros 
Bartender Herman Galindo likes to brag 
that the floor of his rodeo arena, located 
behind the restaurant and next to a fairly 
extensive horse stable, has some of the 
best dirt around-a fact no doubt appreci­
ated by the amateur riders who are so 
rudely introduced to it. 

Every Wednesday-sandwiched be­
tween calf and steer roping on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays-cowboys and would-be 
cowboys come here to strap themselves to 
the back of a bucking bronco or an ornery 
bull, riding as much as they care to for a flat 
fee of $10. 



"Usually they don't ride more than 
three times," deadpans Galindo, who runs 
the place with his brother George and 
George's wife Vicki. Tom Kenyon brought 
his "rough stock"-horses, steers, bulls­
down from Alaska last year for the Wed­
nesday night events, while Tom Holt, son 
of owner Dick Holt, runs the roping nights. 

Old-timers remember this place as Los 
Rancheros, a private club on the northern 
outskirts of town. It was owned by Darwin 
Lamb until about six years ago, when it 
was purchased by Holt, a Montana man. 
The new owner stuck Cowboy's on the 
front of the old name to draw some 
new clientele. 

Cowboy's still has cowboy wallpaper, 
lots of knotted, polished wood, and live 
music on weekends, although Herman 
says he's had "trouble finding bands who 
don't make people's food jump off the 
tables. 

"We get all types in here," he says. "The 
real cowboys and the drugstore cowboys. 
They buy a hat and boots and all of a 
sudden they're cowboys." Until, that is, 
they venture into the rodeo arena and 
meet all that dirt. 

Reno/Sparks 
By Andrea Michelsen 

and Tom Derungs 

At rodeo time Reno is jammed with 
cowboys and cowgirls, pickups and horse 
trailers, and any excuse to celebrate is 
accepted at the drop of a Stetson. The 
choice of venue is wide, too. There is no 
secret cowboy hangout in the Reno area, 
no e~clusive club with "Cowboys Only" 
painted on the door. Instead, cowboys, 
like the rest of us, can be found in any 
number of watering holes, ranging from 
the Top of the Hilton to street-corner 
honky tonks. Here are some suggestions 
for country and cowboy hangouts-most 
of them near or in Sparks-that are good 
for a two-step any time. 

Western Village and Others 
Casinos get a big share of the action at 
rodeo time, according to Bob Tallman, the 
Winnemucca native and famed announcer 
whose rich voice is synonymous with the 
Reno Rodeo. When rodeo cowboys come 
to town, he says, "they're pretty much like 
any other tourists." Wander downtown 
and you'll see your share of ropers and 
riders hanging around Harrah's. From 
there they spread out, ending up at the 
Cal-Neva, Harolds, Circus Circus, the 
Comstock, Fitzgerald's, the Eldorado, and 
all the clubs in between. Tallman says 
John Ascuaga's Nugget in Sparks is a 
favorite, and visitors will check out the 
newly renovated Karl's across the street. 

ESTABLISHED 1919 

~:'-~Ib"~()lle of the West:" Beft('/" KIlOIl 'll Stores" 

Western Wear for the 
Entire Family 
Stetson & Bailey Hats 

Justin Boots 
Pendleton Shirts 
Tony Lama Boots 

H Bar C Ranchwear 
Stewart Boots 

Pioneer Wear & Scully Leathers 
Lucchese Boots 

IN THE HEART 
OF DOWNTOWN RENO 

151 N. Sierra St .• 323-4481 
VISA . MASTER CHARGE 

VALIDATED PARKING 

Real Log Homes 
The Affordable Dream! 
Hu ndreds of people constructed Reall.og 
Homes in the West this past year. Like 
over 12,000 customers before them, they 
discovered how easy it is to rurn dreams 
into reality with Real Log Homes. 

Whether you are considering a rustic 
vacation hide·away or a completely 
modern primary home, why not consider 
the Real Log Home a1ternative7 Find 
out for yourself why a Real Log Home is 
perhaps the most affordable, energy 
efficient and beautiful dream you will 
ever build! 

To receive our information packed, full 
color catalog showing over 30 models 
and floor plans, simply send 56.00 to one 
of the addresses Jjsted . 

In Southern Nevada Contact: 
STODDARD BUILDING COMPANY 
2325 Western Avenue 
Las Vegas, NV 89102 
702-384-3630 

o I have enclosed $6.00 for your 
catalog. 

o Please send free Brochure. o I would like to visit a model Real Log 
Home. 

In Other Areas: 
SIERRA LOG HOMES, INC. 
P.O. Box 2083 Dept. NML 
Carson City, NV 89702 
702-246-0590 

Name 

Street 

City, State Zip 

Phone # NML 
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Helldorado 

Championship 
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Buffalo Bill's 

WILD WBST 
SHOW 

************************ 
!!! Every Night !!! 

Eat. drink. and dance at the Helldorado Village 
Carnival and Midway 

Exhibit Hall featuring Western goods for sale. 

ADVANCE TICKET SALES 
Elks Helldorado Office 

900 Las Vegas Blvd . North 
Las Vegas. NV 89101 • (702) 385·1221 

Thomas & Mack Center Box Office 
4505 Maryland Parkway 

Las Vegas. NV 89154 • (702) 739·3900 

Helldorado Rodeo Headquarters 

FROITIER 
~ 

Don't Miss the Biggest Party Las Vegas Throws For Las Vegas! 
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On the east side of Sparks, Western 
Village usually has a solid crowd of working 
cowboys and country fans. Popular with 
truckers since the days it was called Sierra 
Sid's, Western Village has a stage for 
country-western bands, tables, and a dance 
floor on one side of the casino. There's 
also a taco stand for fast nourishment 
between numbers. 

Red Rose Saloon and Dance Hall 
"A cowboy," says Bob Meyer, "is true to 
life, true to fact." That also could be said 
about Meyer's Sparks saloon, the Red Rose. 
Formerly the Bowlarium, the place is as 
cavernous as the bowling alley it used to 
be. Meyer agrees with most of his cus­
tomers that the best feature is the dance 
floor, which covers 5,000 square feet and 
is built with maple flooring from the old 
lanes. Another Bowlarium remnant is a 
'50s-style cafe that has nostalgic formica 
counters and swivel stools. 

Meyer says 90 percent of his saloon's 
clientele are locals. "You get the urban 
cowboy types. They are more clean-cut. 
What they wear is more fashionable, more 

"----Nashville Nevada offers 
its Red Kneck Contest. 

'To qualify you must drink 
a shot, have your name 

on the back of your 
belt, make a redneck 

yell, and drive a pickup.' 

" brand name, more stylish. Then there are 
the in-betweens. They have nice houses 
and horse trailers, they feed and groom 
their horses. But for them it's more pleasure 
than work. Finally you have the real 
cowboy. He doesn't have a lot of fancy 
clothes. He lives in what he works in. The 
people attracted to the bar area are usually 
construction workers. They tend to be 
more wild." But most folks come to dance, 
and they fill the tables surrounding the 
dance floor. 

Business at rodeo time is brisk, Meyer 
says, but so is it on ordinary weekends 
when there's live music at the B Street 
dance hall. "The rodeo is just like any 
other entertainment. The busier it is, the 
greater variety of people it draws. People 
come to see who's there. The more people, 
the more fun." 

Nashville Nevada 
"Sometimes I feel like hanging myself," 
says bartender Kriste Montgomery, point­
ing to the hangman's noose displayed 
behind the bar at Nashville Nevada. "It's a 
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h tar-At-t hoe: 
P rfect Getawa 

The Sierra's most complete and refreshing summer 
getaway! 

Challenge Northstar's scenic, 18-hole championship 
golf course, triumph on one of our 10 tennis courts 
or relax and enjoy the Sierra sunshine. Other on·site 
amenities include riding stables, an Olympic·size 
swimming pool and fitness program. 

And, you can choose from over 200 deluxe accom· 
modations. Village Lodge Rooms as low as $58 per 
night; Condominiums start at $74. 

To reserve your refreshing getaway. call toll free: 
(BOO) 822-5987 (Califomia), (BOO) 824-8516 (Con· 
tinental U.S.) or write: Northstar Getaways, Dept T, 
P. O. Box 129. Truckee, CA 95734. 
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northstar 
at tahoe® 

real conversation piece. One guy came in 
and said, 'Can I borrow that? My wife's 
driving me nuts: " 

The noose is the centerpiece of a veritable 
museum of cow·town gizmos and memora­
bilia hanging from the walls of the Nashville. 
In one corner is an American flag, on the 
opposite a Confederate banner. On the 
stained-pine walls hang pictures of Butch 
Cassidy and the Wild Bunch, Clint East­
wood, and, of course, John Wayne. Even 
the red, white, and blue wheels of the old 
wagon outside on Kietzke Lane lend a 
touch of hometown Americana. 

The customers are not all country fans 
or ranch types, Montgomery says. "A lot 
come from the industrial area around 
here. They come in after work and shoot 
pool." Along with beer and booze, patrons 
can get a can of chew at the bar. "They 
don't spit on the floor, but they like to use 
the garbage cans," she warns. 

Besides being open 24 hours and having 
country-rock bands on weekends, Nash­
ville Nevada this spring has offered a 
special event-the Red Kneck Contest, 
which is judged by the audience. "To 
qualify you must drink a straight shot, 
have your name on the back of your belt, 
make a redneck yell, and drive a pickup 
truck," Montgomery says. Other require­
ments include knowing two country dances, 
singing a line of a country song, and 
wearing boots and a hat. Also, if you plan 
to use the bathroom, it's good to know the 
difference between "studs" and "fillies." 
Otherwise someone may want to use that 
noose. 

Whiskey River 
"One drink per set, per person," reads the 
sign behind the bar at Whiskey River. 
"That's to keep the gals from coming in 
and drinking water all night," the barkeep 
says of the strange regulation, which forces 
you to buy a drink during each set the 
band plays. 

But you'll find friendlier aspects to this 
place on Glendale A venue in Sparks. 
There is live music every single night, 
often provided by the Larry Price Band, a 
popular local group. On Friday and Sat­
urday the counter of Kelly's Cantina is 
open for quick Mexican eats. 

Dancers with country aspirations should 
show up Tuesday and Thursday nights 
from 7 to 9. That's when instructor Scot 
Esler shows all the right moves for the 
Teton Mountain Stomp, the Travelin' Four 
Corners, and other dances. He also reviews 
such basics as the Texas Two-step, which 
will keep you in the swing wherever you 
find cowboys and country music. 0 

Rob Powers is the Review-Journal's Living 
Editor, Andrea Michelsen is former Editor of 
Showtime, and Tom Derungs writes for 
University Times. All of them badly need 
two-step lessons. 
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76% 
PROTEIN 
Beef isa 

super source of 
complete. high-
quality protein. 

Some people seem to think that beef is just too good tasting to be good for you. 
But the new numbers are in~ And they are impressive. 
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making new 

red blood cells. 

BEEFG ___ NGTH. 
'1983 Beef NUlrient ComPOsllion Study coordinated by the Meat Board with the USDA. Michigan State UniverSlly, and UniverSIty of Kentucky 

•• All percentages are based on a 4 OZ serving and recommended dietary allowances, women 23 to 50 years 
@t984 Beef Industry Council and participating state councils 

Sponsored by Nevada Beef Council. 

13(~) 

CALORIES 
You get all the 

bigger numbers for 
just 250 calories. 13% 

of a day's intake.·· 



LEITERS (Continued from page 5) 

Nevada. So if it isn't too late, please renew 
me for another year. 

Shirley A. Bauer 
St. Louis, MO. 

Shall the Twain Meet? 
I wish to thank you and your staff for the 
privilege and honor of appearing in the 
Jan/ Feb '85 issue. It was a high point in my 
life. I have been exposed to much criti­
cism about you and the magazine, and as a 
member of the business community I 
want to go on record as saying that your 
efforts have not gone unnoticed. Your 
vigor and professionalism is reflected in 
each, ever better publication. You are 
truly one of the greatest assets this state 
has and you have contributed much to its 
respect and prosperity. 

Allan E. Lombardo 
Austin, NV 

This is in regards to the article about Al 
Lombardo in your Jan/ Feb '85 issue by 
Richard Menzies called "Sky High Pros­
pector." Maybe your Mr. Menzies should 
have interviewed a few of the residents of 
Austin before submitting his article to 
you. If you continue to print garbage like 
that I shall cancel my subscription. Other­
wise, I have enjoyed your magazine very 
much. 

Ray & Irene Salisbury 
Austin, NV 

enjoy your "Tales of Nevada" on the 
radio and have a little story about our 
Silver State. I was once told that Sunrise 
Mountain on the east side of Las Vegas 
Valley was called "The Sleeping Indian" 
by Native Nevadans. If you look at it, 
sometimes it looks like a blanket over him. 
I've enjoyed watching it from different 
angles. Bonanza on Maryland Parkway 
looking east seems the best spot. 

Tusk, Tusk 

Minnie Mastrilli 
Las Vegas, NV. 

Anyone who has anything to do with such 
a fine magazine must care for Nevada as 
much as I do. I'm not writing to gripe 
about the article in May/ June '84 ("An Ice 
Age Discovery" by Jim Crandall) . I just 
want to set several things straight in case it 
comes up again. 

I never saw any rocks shining, and I 
didn't try to budge anything. I've been 
going to the Black Rock Desert since 1964, 
when I was 15 years old, at first looking for 
arrowheads. I always suspected the pres­
ence of Early Man. I just never figured I'd 
be the guy to find it. 

When I saw bone fragments and four­
inch-long pieces of tooth enamel in an 
area of a square yard, I knew exactly what 
it was, mainly because I had found com­
plete mammoth teeth at another site. 

(Continued on page 46) 
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recreation at beautiful Lake Tahoe and 
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Hart to Hart to Hart 
If you've ever invited a few hundred people over for 

cocktails, you'll know why the Harts have 
the biggest house in town. 

By Bill WWard 

T he 400 people gathered in the living room of the Hart mansion for a 
black tie party heard two shots explode in the night. Then the glass 
doors leading to the swimming pool slid open, and a woman 

screamed as she pointed to a body by the pool. 
Whispers flew as Dick Tracy lookalikes entered and probed the room 

for any would-be butlers. Finally, the party's fortune teller confessed- she 
had done the foul deed because of an argument over an hors d'oeuvre. 
The jig was up. 

For the Hart family, a little fun can mean hiring the troupe of 
performers known as Murder-To-Go Inc. of New York to entertain a town­
sized get-together. The whodunit last January was just one of a series of 
Hart-hosted parties that have been attended by the cream of Las Vegas 
society, which numbers everyone from multi-millionaire hotel owners to 
civic dignitaries to showroom celebrities. The VIP invitation list of the 
Harts is the envy of every host and hostess in Las Vegas. 
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Few people turn down the opportunity 
to go to a party at this Superhouse, the 
residence of the showbiz Hart clan and 
possibly the largest and most entertaining 
home in Nevada. That's exactly how the 
Harts want it, although it didn't start out 
that way. 

In an improbable phoenix-rising-from­
the-ashes story, Toni Hart and her sons 
Larry, 25, and Garry, 22, built their house 
from the ground up after it was destroyed 
by fire three years ago. Located in a quiet 
residential section of Las Vegas, the 51-
room house has 13 bathrooms, nine bed­
rooms, five fireplaces, two kitchens, and a 
roller rink. There are 116 doors, and five 
miles of electrical wiring. The ballroom 
alone has 6,300 square feet of floor space 
and a swimming pool. 

Larry Hart, who wonaGrammy Award 
in 1979 for best contemporary gospel 
song with "What a Friend," regards his 

• 
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home with wonder: "I really don't know The 35-foot-high entry hall echoes the immensity of the home's 31,000 square feet of floor space. 
how the house got this big. It didn't look 
this big on paper." 

He admits that the 31,000-square-foot 
home is a bit ostentatious but insists that 
Hartland was built with a purpose in 
mind: to bring joy to people. 

Indeed, the Harts aren't at all bashful 
about inviting hundreds of people over 
for cocktails, hors d'oeuvres, and a little 
music. For example, during a hiatus in the 
harried construction in 1983 they threw a 
Valentine's party for about 300 people to 
benefit the Hartland Foundation, th e 
family 's nonprofit organization that gives 
musical scholarships to handicapped and 
underprivileged children. To help lure 
the moneyed people of Las Vegas, the 
Harts brought in a multi-million-dollar art 
show. 

T_hat event, although successful, was 
just a dress rehearsal for a May soiree 
called "Symphony of the Heart." 

The benefit was produced and per- A 1983 benefit included 300 guests, an art show, and the Nellis Air Force Honor Guard. 
formed by Larry and his sister Linda, an 
actress, in Hartland's ballroom. Seated in 
that giant room along with the 600 local 
glitterati who bought $50 and $100 tickets 
was the Las Vegas Symphony Orchestra. 
Everyone was there to raise money for the 
Las Vegas Symphonic and Chamber Music 
Society and to join in a tribute to movie 
star Ginger Rogers. That evening Rogers 
received the Hartland Foundation's Life­
time Achievement A ward for her contri­
butions to arts and theater. 

Last January's mystery-thriller party 
entertained guests from Las Vegas' mam­
moth Consumer Electronics Show. The 
party was sponsored by Infocom, Inc., a 
company that makes adventure games for 
personal computers. 

For the Harts, crowds and curtain calls 
have long been a way of life. Back in 
Detroit, after Larry was born, they did not 
lead a cramped existence; the Harts lived At informal gatherings Larry plays the liv ing room piano, one of six in the mansion. 
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Hartland's facade is modeled after Disneyland's Plaza Inn on Main Street, U.S.A. 

in a 32-room house, where that seed for 
bigness no doubt was planted for later 
flowering in Las Vegas. Toni and her 
former husband Ralph were stars of a 
weekly TV show, harmonizing on inspira­
tional music. 

Larry as a pre-schooler formed a trio 
with his mother and father at a Pentecostal 
church in Dallas. They recorded their first 
album, and when Larry was six, he was a 
concert attraction with the Hart Family. 
But Larry's asthma plagued them. After a 
none-too-happy sojou rn in Southern Cali­
fornia, they moved to Nashville. The 
family troupe switched from gospel to 

country music, and Larry landed a role on 
the country-variety TV show "Hee Haw." 
He also signed an exclusive songwriter's 
contract with Johnny Cash's publishing 
company. 

Then the Harts moved to Las Vegas 
and decided they liked the city both 
musically and (for Larrfs asthma) climat­
ically. They played in lounges for a number 
of years, and Larry staged "Spellcaster," 
a long-running show at the Landmark. 
His sister Linda has been busy, co-starring 
with Robin Williams in the movie Best of 
Times, due out this summer. Larry is now 
working on the score for "Jukin' " with a 

FRANCOIS 

"Three of a kind" 8" x 8" etching 

ROY 
PURCELL 
Prominent Nevada 
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spirit and authenticity 
of early days In a series 
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the West as It 
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script by James (Dukes of Hazzard) Best and 
developing "White Tie and Tales," a spoof 
of Las Vegas production shows. He also 
has landed the star singing role in the $5-
million stage spectacular, "America," which 
will debut in Monaco in 1986. 

Then there is Hartland to occupy any of 
his spare time. Hartland was once the site 
of two houses. In the 1970s, Lawrence 
Arvey absorbed the home of one-time 
Frontier Hotel owner Jake Kozloff. Arvey, 
who owned several hotel ice cream par­
lors and candy concessions, then built the 
dream house. "We've been told by several 
real estate people that Arvey was con­
structing the house for Elvis Presley, and 
that Presley had lived there at one time," 
Larry says. But Arvey left town, and five 
years ago the strange, elongated, aban­
doned house-plus-house was discovered 
and claimed by the Harts. 

Then came the blows. The south home 
caught fire and burned to the ground. Less 
than a year later the Harts returned from a 
tour primed for an enormous rebuilding 
project, but the day before they were to 
start reconstruction the entire north end 
went up in flames. It was uninsured. 

"To say the least, we were devastated," 
Larry says. "Having purchased the prop­
erty and not being ones to give up, and 
suckers for punishment, we continued on 
with the house." 

Uninitiated in the rigors of home con­
struction, the Harts soon had nothing but 
a cement floor, framed exterior walls, and 
lots of bills. "We cashed life insurance 
policies, closed savings accounts," he re­
calls. 

"My mom, brother, and I have physi­
cally built the house ourselves. We spread 
the trusses over the roof. We sheathed the 
mansards. Mom brought in an electrician, 
and Garry acted as his apprentice and 
assistant. He did all the vent work and 
with his help and the help of a friend of 
ours, we hung al1 the dry wall in the 
house- 1,300 sheets weighing 25 tons. 
We are now experienced house builders." 
The house, he says, is scheduled for com­
pletion "somewhere between here and 
eternity." 

The project has been called a "monu­
ment to the absurd" by Larry himself. "I 
guess Vegas influenced me," he muses. 
"You can't live here and not be influenced 
by all this. I keep having a nightmare that 
I'm going to wake up in a three-piece 
polyester suit, dye my hair black, and 
pencil in a moustache. I'm going to be 
Vegasized. 

"But seriously, the house was built to 
accommodate things like we did for the 
symphony. My mom has always wanted 
to do things like this, to benefit others." 0 

Bill Willard of Las Vegas writes for Variety 
and has observed the Southern Nevada enter­
tainment scene for more than 30 years. 



APPEARING SOON IN LAS VEGAS 
A Brand. Spanking New International Airport 

For Dusty Mac, our pesky Nevada 
sourdough Miner, it's a dream come 
true. He's been tearing up the place 
for so long looking for his legendary 
"lost McCarran Mine," we had to 
practically build a new airport. 

GOOD NEWS 

And the good news is that Dusty 
Mac has "thrown in with us" to make 
McCarran International Airport big­
ger and better. He's advising people 
who use the airport where there might 
be some construction going on and 

how to best use the facility (actually, 
we think Dusty is still diggin' around, 
but we don't want to call him out on 
that). 

TREMENDOUS GROWTH 
The new airport, when completed, 

will be the talk of the aviation industry. 
It is being remodeled, at no cost to 
local taxpayers, to handle Las Vegas' 
tremendous growth needs through the 
year 2000 and beyond. So bear with 
us and give yourself a little extra time 
to catch your airplane. It's worth 
waiting for. 

McCarran EE 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPQRT 

We'll make it 
bigger ... and better! 

McCarran~ 

The Clark County Board of Commissioners 



24 NEVADA May/June 85 



Muencns 
Gallery 
David Muench visits 
Wildflower Country 

A band of wildflowers paints a 
colorful springtime portrait in the 
hills near Lake Mead. Most 
abundant is the desert gold poppy, 
a smaller version of the California 
poppy. The pale blazing star 
matches the poppy in height, about 
one foot, and blooms from March to 
May. The phacelia's clusters of 
purple flowers and strong scent 
invite nosy travelers, but don't get 
too close because the sap can cause 
a painful skin rash. Also mixed into 
this desert bouquet- can you spot 
them?- are the golden evening 
primrose and Arizona lupine. 

David Muench enjoys finding 
what he calls "a spirit of place" in 
his work. One of the West's great 
landscape photographers, Muench 
presents selections from his Nevada 
portfolio in each issue.- JC 
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The right place at the right price! 

233 friendly 
places to stay 
in California and 
Nevada. 

VentU "'ll:~~'--""rotarl 

Cama~'E~~~Ii~i!lf~~ Thousand 
Woodland III .~--_'-I":l:'I 
Redondo Beach 

Anaheim area (Buena Park 
Huntington Beach 

Make reservations at any Best Western. 
See your travel agent or call toll-free 
1-800-528-1234. 

WORLDWIDE 
LODGING 

" Best W estern is the world's largest chain of independently owned and operated 
hotels, motor inns and resorts." 



Hawthorne 
on the March 

This Nevada town struck paydirt in the form of gunpowder 
in World War II, and it's been ready to boom ever since. 

Armed Forces Day, celebrated every 
May in Hawthorne, is one of the 
few remaining signs of a 50-year 

love affair between the U.s. Navy and this 
small desert community. The town's 
annual celebration of thanks began right 
after World War II and was then known as 
Navy Day. Later it was renamed to salute 
all branches of the military. 

The event is, in fact, a six-day cele­
bration this May 14-19. Art shows, dances, 
barbecues, a depot open house, and a 
variety of fund-raisers highlight the week. 
A Saturday parade is the main feature 
with bands, floats, marching groups, and 
horseback riders. Last year's parade drew 
more than 100 entries and 5,000 spec­
tators. 

Hawthorne's enthusiasm for Armed 
Forces Day and devotion to the Navy are 
well founded. The town got its first taste of 
boomtown economics when the Navy 
arrived in 1928 and began building what 
is now, with 237 square miles and several 
thousand structures, the world 's largest 
ammunition and processing facility. 

The Navy provided work, helped pay 
for public buildings, and issued payrolls 
that put new life in merchants' cash reg-

By John S. MWer 

isters. It also pitched in during emergen­
cies. On one occasion in 1935 the Navy 
provided a truckload of marines to control 
a rowdy mob of transients from a nearby 
relocation camp who were intent on 
smashing up the town and terrorizing 
residents. 

When America entered World War II, 
the Hawthorne Naval Ammunition Depot 
became the staging area for bombs, rockets, 
and ammunition for virtually the entire 
war effort. Ammunition was shipped by 
truck and the railroads, which hauled the 
battleship-grey boxcars marked "USN" all 
over the country. 

From 1942 to 1944 the population of 
Hawthorne exploded from 1,000 to more 
than 13,000. The streets teemed with 
activity that would make any mining camp 
jealous, but life was a daily struggle. All 
the routine wartime shortages were mag­
nified by the brisk economy. Defense 
workers labored 10 hours a day, six days a 
week. Decent housing was scarce. Tent 
cities and trailer towns sprang up. The 
Navy built 1,200 housing units in Babbitt, 
part of the military complex two miles 
north of Hawthorne. 

Nearly all able-bodied local men were 

The 1950s parade 
shown here has 
grown into a six-
day celebration. 
The munitions 
depot (inset) is 
the world's largest 
and covers 237 
square miles. 

in the military and notably absent during 
those years. Jack McCloskey, publisher of 
the Mineral County Independent-News (see 
box), was drafted into the infantry himself 
but stayed around long enough to get a 
glimpse of those hectic times. He recalls 
how hard it was to hire pressmen and 
linotype operators. "The depot had seven 
linotype operators doing defense work. 
We couldn't get even one." He ended up 
hiring off-duty sailors and marines to 
come in and work a few hours in the 
evenings. 

His most vivid memories of that era 
include times when the main street was 
packed with crowds of female defense 
workers, wandering around between shifts 
like miners in a boom camp, looking for 
someplace to spend their paychecks. He 
also remembers men and women packed 
several bodies deep at the bar and the men 
getting into fights over who was to be 
served next. 

"When it was over, it was over quickly," 
McCloskey says. "The construction work­
ers and depot employees were the first to 
leave. Every Monday morning the Navy 
announced new layoffs and contract can­
cellations. Businesses started folding. 
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Regulars meet at Joe's Tavern, a venerable Nevada saloon, to discuss world affairs. From left: 
Ju lie Howard, Dewey Benish, Danny Moss, Ernie Reeves, and Charlie Camsell. 

The former Navy town sees a fleet only once a year now, during July's Walker Lake races. 
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Shops, jewelry stores, and many of the 
bars closed up. There was a man doing a 
great business all through the war run­
ning a hotdog stand on the main stree t. 
Even he had to give up and leave." 

The town saw more people and eco­
nomic activity during the wars in Korea 
and Vietnam, when Hawthorne served as 
an important ammunition center. But when 
each of th ose military efforts wound down, 
things became quiet again. 

The Navy is gone now, replaced by the 
Arm y and private contractors, but re­
minders of its comforting presence likely 
will remain for eons. Earth-cove red con­
crete bunkers, design ed for ammunition 
storage, stand in long rows that ripple 
across the valley floor. Those bumps in 
the landscape might pass for natural geo­
logical fea tures except for their ambitious 
regimentation- a sure clue to a gove rn­
ment project. 

Like most Nevada towns, Hawthorne 
has its TOots in mining. The town 
was established in 1881 by the 

Carson and Colorado Railroad as a divi­
sion headquarters on the line connecting 
booming Candelaria, 50 miles to the south­
east, with civilization. From Hawthorne­
named for road builder W. A. Hawthorn, 
who spelled his name without an "e"­
freight wagons could roll to the camps of 
Aurora, Bodie, and Luning. But since 
those mines were soon in decline, Haw­
thorne reaped little profit from them. 

At the turn of the century Hawthorne 
also missed out on the Tonopah and 
Goldfield strikes. Just when mining activ­
ity began picking up in those areas, the 
Southern Pacific Railroad bought out the 
C&C and moved the tracks to Mina, by­
passing Hawthorne and eliminating its 
role as outfitte r and staging area for pros­
pectors and mining companies. 

Misfortune again hit the town in 1926 
when a hotel kitchen fire raged out of 
control, destroying most of Hawthorn e's 
business di strict and claiming seve ral 
homes. 

A week late r and 3,000 miles away, 
another disaster- one that would have an 
enormous impact on Hawth orne- took 
place. An explosion leveled the Navy's 
ammunition d epot at Lake Denmark, New 
Jersey, and killed 50 people. As a result, 
Congress decided that such depots be­
longed in more iso lated are as. 

Hawthorne found itself on a govern­
ment shopping list of weste rn sites, but 
Herlong, in California, was deemed the 
likely choice. Nevada's U.S. Senator Tasker 
Oddie traded votes, called in markers, and 
brought the project to Hawthorne instead . 

Today, Hawthorne remains a monu­
ment to hard work and eternal optimism, 
although after d ecades of disappointment 
residents are sometimes hesitant to dis­
cuss their hopes. The U.S. Census Bureau 



insists population is in decline, but there 
are few homes for sale, and rentals are 
nearly nonexistent: Hawthorne's popula­
tion seems to be holding steady at 4,200, 
with county-wide population estimated at 
6,200. 

Adding an incongruous note to Mineral 
County's housing shortage are several 
hundred government houses standing 
empty and boarded up in Babbitt. Bureau­
cracy dictates the properties cannot be 
sold or rented . The buildings alone can be 
sold, and then the buyers must haul them 
away. 

The depot is rapidly fading from the 
residents' hopes as a means of economic 
salvation. The Army took over from the 
Navy and hired private contractors to 
handle daily chores. To area residents, the 
Army appears to have no plans for growth 
or change. 

A symbol of the community's frustra­
tion and the Army's dilemma is a $70-
million ammo processing plant the Navy 
built in the 1970s and never used. It was 
designed to provide a place where old, ob­
solete munitions could be dismantled and 
disposed of without risk to workers or the 
environment. The Army has announced it 
will use half of the processing plant, but 
no new jobs are foreseen . 

There's also the case of Cecil the Serpent. 
A gift from the Navy, the green, block­
long float is a parade favorite around the 
state. The Army has proposed scrapping 
the smoke-breathing Walker lAke monster, 
but local groups are determined to keep 
him on active duty. 

Mining continues to tantalize mer­
chants and residents as a potential growth 
industry. Last year Dan Martin, general 
manager of Tenneco's Borealis lIlIne, a 
gold and silver property west of Haw­
thorne, delivered a check for $340,000 to 
the county assessor for 12 months' net 
proceeds. It is believed to be the largest 
Mineral County tax payment ever. 

F ishing and boating are better than 
ever at Walker Lake, too. Recent 
wet winters have raised the shore­

line more than 300 feet, greatly improv­
ing the quality of trout fishing. 

The rising water also shut down a 12-
unit motel by flooding the septic system 
and halted construction on Art Jones' 
lakeside dream home. When Jones, a 
retired building contractor, broke ground 
three years ago for a new family home in 
the Cliffs area, he was working 400 feet 
above the shore. He even took some 
heckling about building on a lake that was 
drying up. 

Today Jones is building a second home 
higher up. With undiminished enthusiasm 
he observes: "I love Walker's peace and 
tranquility. There's not many people out 
here. The quiet may get boring but so does 

(Continued on page 101) 

Call 
Him a Newsman 

Jack McCloskey, 73-year-old editor and 
publisher of the Mineral County Indepen­
dent-News, is one of the last of sagebrush 
journalism'S old guard . He has been 
newspapering in Hawthorne most of his 
life and would rather be called a newsman 
than journalist. "Too much college can 
ruin a good reporter," he says. "Graduates 
fancy themselves journalists." He has a 
similar view of the Nevada State Press 
Association's annual awards banquet. 
"Reporters should be writing to inform 
readers, not to win trophies," he grumbles. 

Growing up in Tonopah, McCloskey 
worked afte rnoons and summers at the 
Tonopah Bonanza. He graduated from high 
school in 1929 and that December went to 
work for W.W. Booth at the Hawthorne 
News without the benefit of college or a 
journalism degree. With co-worker John 
W. "Scoop" Connors, McCloskey left the 
News and in 1932 scraped together $200 to 
start up the Independent. 

"A University of Nevada history book 
says we quit the News," McCloskey says, 
"but the truth is we were fired. Booth was 
panicked by the stock market crash. We 
were canned to cut costs- not that we 
were making all that much." Two years 
later, the pair bought out the News, and 

McCloskey purchased Connors' interest 
in 1954. 

The Independent-News is an example of 
hometown newspapering done well. Its 
editor doesn't have to answer to a board of 
directors or an out-of-town owner (al­
though he sometimes has to deal with his 
daughter Joan, the office manager) . The 
candor of his column "Jasper," widely 
reprinted around the state, is sometimes 
extreme. McCloskey is responsible for 
everything printed in the paper, which 
suits him just fine . 

He has little time for bureaucrats who 
obscure the facts. "I tire of politicians 
addressing issues," he says. "You address 
mail. I'd rather they solved problems 
instead of addressing them." McCloskey 
himself is not above standing up at public 
meetings when a problem needs more 
than a simple addreSSing. 

If statewide candidates want their puff­
ery printed in McCloskey's paper, they 
have to include Hawthorne in their cam­
paign swings at least once, and then 
answer some pointed questions. 

Two years ago, the newsman suffered a 
heart attack. Bypass surgery put him back 
on his feet, but he had to make conces­
sions to the doctors. The battered briar 
pipe, once a McCloskey trademark, is 
gone, and he walks several miles each day. 
Preferring to do his news gathering in 
person rather than by telephone, he stops 
here and there to visit and find out what's 
going on. Anyone who wants to talk to 
McCloskey is welcome to come along 
when he strikes out on one of his hikes. 
"Good way to get two things done at 
once," he observes. 

One thing he hasn't given up is an occa­
sional late afternoon draft beer at Joe's 
Tavern, where political fates and futures 
are discussed, if not determined, in the 
same breezy style as his newspaper. 

Hawthorne Highlights 
The seat of Mineral County, Hawthorne 
offers fine food and lodging and on week­
ends a surprisingly lively nightlife. 

Recreation: Walker Lake has good cut­
throat trout fishing and water-skiing. There 
are campsites and boat ramps on the west 
shore. In the summer the lake hosts 
world-class speedboat races, fishing 
derbies, and other contests. The golf 
course at the depot may be closed to 
nonresidents soon, but check anyway at 
702-945-7705. 

Restaurants : Hawthorne has a good 
variety of eate ries, including the EI Cap­
itan's casino coffee shop, the Embers 
dinner house, the Idle Hour, the Mon­
arch Restaurant, Old Nevada Pizza, and 

seafood with a view of the lake at Cliff 
House, 10 miles north of town. 

Motels: There are nine motels in town, 
some with pools. Geologists and boaters 
fill the rooms some nights, so reservations 
are advised . 

Nightlife: After dark many people 
gather at the watering holes on the main 
street. On weekends you're likely to find 
music at both the EI Cap and Joe's Tavern. 

History: Stop by the Mineral County 
Museum, located on D Street and display­
ing local artifacts and photographs. 

Travel Information: Write or call the 
Mineral County Chamber of Commerce, 
Box 1337, Hawthorne, NV 89415; 702-
945-5896. 
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Granite boulders line the scenic shores of 
Lake Tahoe, which at 6,229 feet is the highest 

lake of its size in the United States. 
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5 0 YEARS OF S TAT E PARKS IN NEVADA 

LAKE TAHOE 
WASHOE LAKE 

MORMON STATION 
BERLIN-ICHTHYOSAUR 

RYE PATCH 
For lake lovers, music fans, and fish-lizards, 

it's a special season at these five state parks. 

L ying on the creamy brown beach at 
Sand Harbor, you can gaze across 
Lake Tahoe from a stone-skipping 

angle. A 12-mile sheet of blue fans out, its 
waves spangled with sunlight. On the 
opposite shore, the mountains hulk under 
snowcaps. With warm sunlight, the dis­
tant drone of a motorboat, and a cottonball 
cloud drifting past a peak, Tahoe can seem 
to be the laziest, most peaceful and perfect 
spot in the universe. 

Lake Tahoe sits 6,229 feet high in the 
Sierra Nevada, about 35 miles from Reno. 
The lake has a surface area of 193 square 
miles and a maximum depth of 1,649 feet; 
in the U.S. no lake its size is higher and 
only Crater Lake in Oregon is deeper. But 
like many things beautiful and rare, Tahoe 
has spawned controversy: Should it be 
developed commercially or set aside as a 
park? 

Happily, in the early '60s Nevadans 
decided to preserve at least some of the 
wilderness. Today visitors to Lake Tahoe 
State Park on the east shore can enjoy 
13,000 acres of forests and beaches that 

By Roger Smtth 

Sand Harbor offers Shakespeare and evening 
concerts under the stars. Above, 

Queen Ida and her band play on the beach. 

are much the same as when the Washoe 
Indians were the lake's only residents. 

This year the park has some added 
attractions- hikes, nature days, star 
parties, and trail rides- as it celebrates the 
50th anniversary of the Nevada Division 
of State Parks. The system, which began 
with the Valley of Fire State Park in 1935, 
is featuring special events this year at 
parks throughout the state. You'll find a 
number of events this summer at four 
Western and Central Nevada parks­
Washoe Lake, Mormon Station, Berlin­
Ichthyosaur, and Rye Patch-as well as 
Tahoe. Details are presented in this issue's 
Nevada Calendar. 

At the lake, developers, environmen­
talist9, and officials are still arguing, but 
you can't hear them from the park. Its four 
sections are open year-round. Sand Har­
bor is the largest and most developed 
boating and swimming spot. Hidden Beach, 
a mile-and-a-haJf north, is great for swim­
ming and sunbathing. A nude beach or 
two can be counted in the area, but they 
aren't encouraged by authorities. 
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Strong winds make Washoe Lake a favorite of windsurfers and sailors. Its dunes and shallow waters are also home for many birds. 

Cave Rock is seven miles south of the 
junction of State Route 28 and U.S. 50; it 
has a boat ramp and good shore fishing. 
Spooner Lake is just north of that junction 
and offers picnic tables and restrooms. 
Like Sand Harbor, it has facilities de­
signed for handicapped visitors. 

In summer, hiking and horseback rid­
ing in the mountains are the best alterna­
tives to swimming; vehicles are not allowed 
in the backcountry. Both Spooner Lake 
and Hidden Beach have trail heads. The 
trails lead up into the forested wilderness 
around Marlette Lake. Campers must make 
reservations (702-831-0494) beforehand 
for one of two backpacker campgrounds. 
Day hikers also shou ld ask rangers about 
routes. 

Washoe Lake: For the Birds 
From the top of the Marlette area, hikers 
can look east and see Washoe Lake. A 
paradise for windsurfers and long-legged 
birds, the four-mile-long, two-mile-wide 
lake glazes the floor of Washoe Valley, just 
north of Carson City. Scuba divers might 
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disdain its waters, which are less than 15 
feet deep, but other water-sportsters love 
it. Stiff Sierra winds give windsurfers and 
Hobiecatters fast sailing, and regattas are 
held regularly. There's also room for 
water-skiers and fishermen, who roam the 
shallows for the lake's large channel cat­
fish and white bass. 

Washoe Lake's park area is located on 
the southern shore and has a boat ramp, 
dock, and campground. Good hiking 
routes include a one-third-mile trail along 
nearby sand dunes, where you can see 
cranes, herons, ibis, and other birds. 

Mormon Station: Where It Began 
Two valleys south of Washoe Lake, in 
Carson Valley, Hampton Beattie and six 
others built a trading post in 1850. As 
Nevada's first white settlement, Mormon 
Station, later renamed Genoa, became a 
county seat while Nevada was still part of 
Utah Territory. 

A replica of the trading post and its 
fort now form a state monument, and at 
its museum you can examine relics of 

Nevada's frontier beginnings. There is a 
pavilion for group events, and tables and 
grills wait under the fort's spreading locust 
and walnut trees for picnickers. The mu­
seum is open daily May 1 through Oc­
tober 30. 

Berlin-Ichthyosaur: Miners & Monsters 
One of the state's most remote parks is 
Berlin-Ichthyosaur, 23 miles east of Gabbs 
and 64 miles south of Austin. The park 
preserves two of Nevada's most amazing 
fossils-the ghost town of Berlin and the 
remains of giant fish-lizards that swam 
over the oceanic Nevada landscape mil­
lions of years ago. 

Berlin thrived between 1897 and 1910 
after prospectors found silver nearby. In 
its heyday the town had 300 residents. 
Time has touched Berlin more gently than 
other ghost towns, and you can learn how 
turn-of-the-century Nevadans lived by 
exploring the old buildings and mill. Ran­
gers give talks and tours, too. 

Ichthyosaurs thrived between 70 and 
185 million years ago, and they were the 



The interior of this miner's cabin has been preserved by the state park system at the ghost town of Berlin. The town once had 300 residents. 

A paleontological crew spruces up the prehistoric residents of Berlin-Ichthyosaur. A happy fisherman at Rye Patch Dam. 
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A dancer takes a leap into the past at Mormon Station in Genoa, Nevada's oldest pioneer settlement. 

biggest things alive in their heyday. 
Paleontologists have found their fossils 
almost everywhere in the world, but those 
in Nevada are the largest. One fossil at the 
park measures 50 feet in its bare bones. 
The Fossil Shelter contains three com­
plete specimens, and rangers lecture there 
on the prehistoric monsters. The park, 

State Parks' 50th 
For more information on 50th-anniversary 
activities at Nevada's 21 state parks, see 
the Nevada Calendar (page 82) or write or 
call the Nevada Division of State Parks, 
Capitol Complex, Carson City, NY 89710, 
702-885-4370. 

You also can write or call for infor­
mation on these five state parks; the area 
code is 702 throughout Nevada. 

• Lake Tahoe State Park, Box 3283, 
Incline Village, NV 89450; 831-0494. 

• Washoe Lake State Recreation Area, 
4855 East Lake Boulevard, Carson City, 
NV 89701; 885-4319. 

• Mormon Station, District II Head­
quarters, 1060 Mallory Way, Carson City, 
NV 89710; 885-4379. 

• Berlin-Ichthyosaur State Park, Route 
1, Box 32, Austin, NV 89310; 867-3001. 

• Rye Patch State Recreation Area, Star 
Route 1, Lovelock, NV 89419; 867-3001. 
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which is about 7,000 feet in elevation, also 
has a picnic area and 14 campsites. 

Rye Patch: Interstate Fishing Derby 
Rye Patch State Recreation Area sur­
rounds an 11,000-acre reservoir on the 
Humboldt River 22 miles north of Love­
lock and just west of Interstate 80. Al­
though best known for its fishing-wall­
eye, catfish, crappie, perch, and white and 
black bass- Rye Patch has historical in­
terest. About 8,000 years ago Indian 
groups fished nearby on the shores of 
prehistoric Lake Lahontan. Trapper Peter 
Skene Ogden visited the area in 1829, and 
later settlements included the mill town of 
Rye Patch. The park offers picnic areas, 
campgrounds, and a boat ramp. Anglers 
say the fishing is best in spring and early 
summer. 

From June 14 to 16 anglers will have 
another inducement-a fishing derby with 
$9,000 in prize money. Five walleye will 
be tagged, with one worth $5,000 and four 
worth $1,000 each to the people who reel 
them in. (A similar derby is scheduled for 
Wild Horse Reservoir July 19-21.) 

The Rye Patch derby runs from 6 p.m. 
Friday to 3 p.m. Sunday, and registration 
will include an entry fee of about $10. Park 
officials also hope to have prizes for the 
biggest fish landed at Rye Patch that 
weekend. 0 



FISHING E? 
EIGHT MILES 

BETWEEN KINGMAN & NEEDLES 
TAKE SCENIC ROUTE 

BY RIVERSIDE CASINO. 

HOTEL-CASINO 
Highway 1·80 7 miles west of Reno 

'Round-the-Clock Menu 
General Store 

Super Luncheon and 
Dinner Buffets 

Breakfast Anytime 
Diesel Fuel 

Acres of Free Parking 
Propane. Gas 

124 Beautiful Rooms 
at Reasonable Rates 

Air Conditioning • Color TV 
Swimming Pool 

in Central Courtyard 
Children's Playroom 

Complete Casino 
Open 'Round-the-Clock 

Thll Free 1 (800) 648-3790 
(702 ) 345-6000 

DRIVE-IN FLY-IN BOAT-IN 
FREE 24 HOUR FERRY BOAT 

FLY into Bullhead City Airport. walk across the street and take the free 24 hour ferry 
boat ride to Riverside Resort and Casino! 

RIVER VIEW ROOMS! POOL! 
350 New Hotel Rooms . Advance Reservations Necessary . 

300 SPACE RV PARK - FULL HOOKUPS 

Box 500 • Laughlin. Nevada 89046 

CALL TOLL FREE - 1-800-227-3849 

CASINO 
RESTAURANT. SALOON 

Grandma's House 
Elegant Dining 

Pete's Coffee Shop 
Theatre Lounge Entertainment 

Banquet and Convention 
Facilities 

Children's Game Room 
'Round-The-Clock 

Western Hospitality 

30 W. WINNEMUCCA BLVD. 
WINNEMUCCA. NY 89445 

TELEPHONE (702) 623·2525 

Robert A. Cashell . Chairman of the Board 
Dick Scott. Pres ident 

99 Luxurious Rooms 
Firepit Dining Room 
24-Hour Coffee Shop 

Entertainment 
Lounge/Pool 

Non-stop Action 
Friendly Nevada People 
Children'S Game Arcade 

WINNEMUCCA BLVD. & LAY ST .• 
WINNEMUCCA, NEVADA 89445 

TOLL FREE 
1 (800) 648-4770 
(702) 623-2511 
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HOW TO 
STUFF 

A WILD 
JACKAI.OPE 

At Toiyabe Taxidermy, the legend lives on, 

By Richard Menzies 

A s I was filling my tank, the sign in 
the window of the Austin gas 
station caught my eye: "Jacka­

lopes For Sale," Inquiring within, I was 
informed the last one in stock had just 
disappeared down the road. Reading the 
look on my face as disappointment, the 
proprietor advised me it might be worth 
my while to visit his supplier at Toiyabe 
Taxidermy, just a few miles out of town in 
Reese River Valley. 

A jackalope supplier? As I rumbled 
south along old U.S. 50, a kaleidoscope of 
fantasies whirled in my brain. An image 
resolved of a heavy industrial plant where 
scores of workers sweated over conveyor 
belts bearing antlers, pelts, and glass eyes. 
In another vision, I imagined a subter­
ranean laboratory stocked with cages full 
of hapless rabbits and antelopes, a de­
mented scientist hovering over a strange 
form on the operating table. 

During the two decades I've roamed 
the West, the legendary horned jack­
rabbit has been a recurring roadside 
attraction. In a museum of unnatural his­
tory in Dubois, Wyoming, I once sat for a 
portrait in the saddle of what was billed as 
the largest stuffed jackalope in the world. 
A bit farther down the road in Douglas, I 
came upon an even bigger one - a 1,500-
pound statue standing guard over the 
town's business district like the Colossus 
of Rhodes. Or rather, stood guard until it 
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was accidentally smashed last summer by 
a drunken motorist on the very eve of the 
town's annual Jackalope Day celebration. 
One can only guess what thoughts ran 
through the driver's mind in the last fran­
tic moments as the monster antlered 
rabbit loomed large in his headlights. 

~ 
.~ 

Taxidermist Sarah Rose is Austin's leading 
expert on the rare horned rabbits. 

Not wishing to add mine to the mount­
ing toll of cars wrecked by jackalopes, I've 
made it a point to always keep an eye out 
for wildlife oddities lurking ahead on the 
highway shoulder, Over the long haul 
countless jacks have darted into my high 
beams- and yes, like the delirious cow­
boy often credited with sighting the first 
jackalope, I could swear that some of 
them were of the horned variety. 

According to the available literature, 
found for the most part on the backsides 
of picture postcards, the jackalope is a 
genetic cross between a jackrabbit and an 
antelope . As a cultural phenomenon, it 
also appears to be closely related to 
Bigfoot and the fur-bearing trout. Photo­
graphers who specialize in this sort of 
kitsch describe the creature as having 
"keen senses of both hearing and smell 
and a fondness for alcohol." Whether the 
animals drink or not I can't say, but the 
ones I've seen pictured do indeed appear 
to be standing somewhat stiffly. 

With its large antelope population, 
Wyoming is generally thought to be the 
birthplace of the jackalope; however, after 
years of reckless breeding they have 
infiltrated coffee shops and bars through­
out the western United States. I'm told 
that wildlife biologists in Nevada have 
tried mixing antelopes and jackrabbits, 
but so far the chemistry appears to be 
lacking. Hence the need for Toiyabe 
Taxidermy, where jackal opes are made 
and not born. 

As it turns out, Toiyabe Taxidermy is a 
one-person industry operated by 18-year­
old Sarah Rose, the eldest of four children 
of Steve and Cecil Rose, who migrated to 
Central Nevada from California eight 
years ago. The Roses live in a two-story 
log house and grow alfalfa and barley on 
440 acres. 

Sarah, whose logoed shirt proclaims 
her "the world's greatest taxidermist," 
declares she doesn't miss California at all 
and is perfectly at home in rural Nevada, 
where "you can go riding or hunting or 
anything you want, and nobody'll bug 
you." 

About four years back, though, Sarah 
got bored and answered an ad in a sports­
man's magazine placed by the North­
western School of Taxidermy. Tuition for 
the correspondence course was just $17, 
excluding raw materials, which are abun­
dant, and free, locally, Sarah proudly 
points to a mounted menagerie that in­
cludes deer heads, chipmunks, pheas­
ants- even a complete coyote. 

"Shot him from the kitchen window," 
she explains. 

Sarah has won ribbons for her work 
and says she hopes to go to a college this 
fall where she can stay involved with 
taxidermy. In the meantime, she's not 
doing badly mounting deer heads for 
trophy hunters each fall and, of course, 



doing her part to fill the perennial need 
for jackal opes. 

"They're in demand," she says."1 could 
probably sell hundreds in a yea r. I've 
been selling them in town at that station 
and across the street in one of the res­
taurants. Lots of people think they' re real, 
but most people buy 'em for jokes," she 
adds with a note of indignation. 

"We gave one to my grandmother 
once. We thought she'd love it, but she 
hated it. She threw it in a closet and put a 
blanket over it." 

At my request, Sarah graciously showed 
me how to stuff a wild jackalope. First, 
you take a jackrabbit. Sarah shoots her 
own or finds them lying alongside the 
road, although most of those "are pretty 
smashed up." Then she skins them, treats 
the pelts with a powdered preservative, 
and lays them away in the family food 
freezer. 

She orders the jackalope molds from a 
Louisiana supply house. They come com­
plete with two-point antlers, but for a 
small extra charge she will attach a spread 
of the customer's choice. Thereafter it gets 
a bit gory, as Sarah stretches the lifeless 
rabbit skin over the mold and fixes it in 
place with glue and pins. The ears are 
propped up with bent sections of clothes 
hanger wire, and eyes are attached. Final­
ly the creature is mounted on a wooden 
plaque bearing a handmade label identi­
fying it as a genuine "Great Basin Jacka­
lope." 

Attached to the antlers is an instruc­
tion manual, also neatly hand-printed. It 
says, "Jackalopes are sun-sensitive, so 
keep them away from direct sunlight. 
They need no food or water. The only at­
tention they need is having their eyes 
cleaned with glass cleaner, and having the 
dust blown out of their coats with a hair 
dryer." A hare dryer is even better, if you 
happen to have one. 

After putting Sarah to so much trou­
ble, 1 felt obligated to buy one. At firs t 1 
figured I'd take it home, throw it into a 
closet, and put a blanket over it. Or maybe 
I'd hang it over the fireplace as a conver­
sation piece to offend the good tastes of 
my upscale friends. 

We ll, 1 did hang it up when 1 got home, 
and it hangs there still. And the more 1 
look at it, the more I like it. My friends like 
it, too; they say there 's a sincerity and 
straightforwardness about it that grows 
on yo u. 

1 can't exactly put my finger on it, but 
the more 1 look at it, the more I'm in­
clined to believe that jackalopes are real, 
after all. 0 

Richard Mellzies of Salt Lake City is usually all 
the road when not writing movies. He says 
readers interested in ordering jacka/opes call 
write Toiyabe Taxidermy, Route 6, Box 6, 
Austin, NY. 89310 through summer. 

A MODEL TEE 
Show off your favorite NEVADA 
logo, white on True Blue. Highest 
quality 50/50 poly-cotton tee. 
You'll have a fit in S, M, L, XL. 

Only $7.50 each. To order write: 

NEVADA T-SHIRT 
Nevada Magazine Dept. 3T 
Carson City, NV 89710-0005 

A "HOOVER DAM" 
GOOD DEAL 

FORONLY 

$19.85* 
In celebration of the Hoover Dam's 50th anniver­

sary, the Tropicana is offering Nevada Magazine 

readers an extra special deal. Through the end of 

this year you may stay at the Tropicana in Las Vegas 

for only '19.85* a night, single or double occupan­

cy . Call now for reservations: 1-702-739-2b45 and 

identify yourself as a Nevada Magazine reader. 

WE TREAT YOU LIKE A WINNER.1M 

*19.85 per room per night single or double occupancy Sunday 
th rough Thursday based on avai lability. Offer Valid through 
December 26, 1985. Not good in conjunction with any other 
program or if attending meetings or convent ions. 
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Nevada 
Winning picks from 
Elko's annual photo tour. 

The Nevada 85 traveling 
photo show is a spellbinding gallery of the Silver State's 
subtle moods and saucy postures. This year the 
Northeastern Nevada Museum's contest enticed 178 
seasoned professionals and aspiring amateurs to enter 
their finest portraits of Nevada life. That meant a great 
deal of work for museum diredor Howard Hickson, who 
founded the contest 11 years ago. It also meant some 
tough decisions for judges Tom Clark and Chris Priaulx 
of Elko and Nevada publisher C. J. Hadley, who had to 
choose from more than 1,000 prints and slides. Renowned 
as the most-attended art event in Nevada 81,000 
people saw it last year the show will visit 11 Nevada 
towns. Presented here are some winning seledions, a list 
of top finishers, and a schedule of the Nevada 85 tour 
de photo. 

"I Voted Republican" 
Bunny Hill, Ely 
Merit, Black and White 
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II Faris" 
Ed Opsitos, Minden 
4th (Tie), Black and White 



II Aspens, Spooner Summit" 
Barbara Van Fleet, Zephyr Cave 
Best of Show, Color Prints 
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And the Winners Are ... 

Color Prints 
Best of Show: "Aspens, Spooner Summit," 

Barbara Van Fleet, Zephyr Cove. 1st: "A Quar­
ter Second in a Roper's Ufe," Tad Cheyenne 
Schutt, Las Vegas. 2nd: "Joe's Glove," Nancy 
Budrow, Portland, OR. 3rd: "Frosted Tree, 
Washoe Lake," Jane T. Johns, Carson City. 
4th (Tie) : "Swan in Snowstorm," George H. 
Taylor, Elko, and "Back in the Saddle Again," 
Tracy A. Mori, Tuscarora. 

Merits: "Night Depot" and "Fall Color," 
Nancy Budrow, Portland, OR.; "Organized 
Clutter," George Carnes, Ely; "Checking It 
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Out," Tammi Cavender, Elko; "Winter's Coat," 
Sonnia Gore, Reno; "Ray of Sunlight," Lynn 
Janssen, Minden; "Saloon," Cynthia Smith, 
Elko; "Ancient Shells," Jim W. McGuire, Reno; 
"Basin and Range," William Roeber, Winters, 
CA.; "On the Trail," Connie Satterthwaite, 
Tuscarora. 

Black and White Prints 
Best of Show: "Debris, Old V&T Boxcar," 

James c. Gilmore, Carson City. 1st: "Miles on 
the Windshield," Tad Cheyenne Schutt, Las 
Vegas; 2nd: "Form," Tad Cheyenne Schutt, Las 
Vegas; 3rd: "Forming Thunderhead," Harry 
Upson, Reno. 4th (Tie): "Tony Lama Still life," 
Tad Cheyenne Schutt, Las Vegas, and "Faris," 
Ed Opsitos, Minden. 

Merits: "I Voted Republican," Bunny Hill, 
Ely; "Indian Maiden" and "General Store," 
Nancy Lynn Judd, Las Vegas; "Mental Prepara­
tion," Tad Cheyenne Schutt, Las Vegas; "Tahoe 
Dream," Harry Upson, Reno. 

Color Slides 
Best of Show: "Balloonscape," Jean Ford, 

Las Vegas. lst: "Sorenson's Barn," John T. 
Biale, Carson City. 2nd: "Blue Jay with Pinon 
Cones," Jane T. Johns, Carson City. 3rd: "Soli­
tude," Tammy Mori, Tuscarora. 4th: "Skydance," 
Charles T. Ellis, Elko. 

Merits: "Fall Storm," Alan L Bittler, Reno; 
"Hay and Pitchforks," Patricia L Coyner, Carson 
City; "Biggest Uttle Reflection," Gregg Hoff, 
Reno; "Sun and Storm" and "Carson City 



"A Quarter Second in a Roper's Life" 
Tad Cheyenne Schutt, Las Vegas 
1st, Color Prints 

Pastureland," Jane T. Johns, Carson City; "Red 
Barn in a Blizzard," Ellen Kallery, Ely; "Now I 
Lay Me Down to Sleep," Charlene B. Kell, Las 
Vegas; "Fearless Climber," Doyen Salsig, Flag­
staff, AZ.; "Reno From in Front of the Mapes," 
Ronald C. Seipel, Hayward, CA.; "The Old 
Corner," Laura Tennant, Dayton. 

"Balloonscape" 
Jean Ford, Las Vegas 
Best of Show, Color Slides 

"Red Bam in a Blizzard" 
Ellen Kallery, Ely 
Merit, Color Slides 

May/June85 NEVADA 41 



"Fearless Climber" 
Doyen Salsi~ Fltlgstaff, AZ. 
Merit, Color Slides 

"Frosted Tree, Washoe Lake" 
Jane T. Johns, Carson City 

3rd, Color Prints 
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"Debris, Old V&T Boxcar" 
James c. Gilmore, Carson City 
Best of Show, Black and White 

"Miles on the Windshield" 
Tad Cheyenne Schutt, Las Vegas 
1st, Black and White 

Where to See the Show 

The Nevada 85 traveling photo show, which 
appeared in Elko and Winnemucca earlier this 
spring, will visit these towns this year. 
Lovelock: April 24-May 7, County Library 
Reno: May 16-June 18, County Library 
Reno: June 21-July 9, Hist. Soc. Downtown 
Carson City: July 17-Aug. 20, State Museum 
Genoa: Aug. 28-Sept.10, Courthouse Museum 
Fallon: Sept. 16-0ct. 1, Community Center 
Tonopah: Oct. 9-22, Central Nevada Museum 
Las Vegas: Oct. 3~-Nov. 27, LV Library 
Ely: Dec. 7-Jan. 2, 1986, County Library 
Pioche: Jan. 10-30, County Courthouse 0 
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3-DAYS 2-NIGHTS 

• Deluxe Accommodations 
at the Eldorado, One of 
Reno's Finest Hotels. 

• 2 Complimentary 
Cocktails. 

• 2 Bountiful Breakfasts in 
Our Market Place Buffet. 

• 2 $5 Food Credits, for Use 
In Any One of Our 5 
Outstanding Restaurants. 

• Eldorado Funbook 

CALL TOLL FREE 
(800) 648·5966 

.411 Deluxe Rooms 
.5 Restaurants 
• Entertainment 
• Outdoor 

Swimming Pool 

New hope for an old 
health problem ... 

m 
Northern 
Nevada 
Diabetes 
Center · 

For the first time, diabetics in Reno 
have a Center dedicated to their needs: 
the Northern Nevada Diabetes Center at 
Sparks Family Hospital. We can be an 
important resource for you and your 
doctor on an ongoing bas is. 

In the Outpat ient Education Program 
at Northern Nevada Diabetes Center, you 
will take part in a comprehensive five·day 
educat ional experience. Our teaching 
team of registered nurses, dletic ians and 
pharmacists will work with you to 
optim ize your diabetes control and help 

you learn the latest techn iques in diabetes management. Should you 
requ ire hospitalization, it is comforting to know that our staff of 
profess ionals are knowledgeable and experienced in diabetes care. 

The goal of Northern Nevada Diabetes Center is to provide 
knowledge regarding self care and management of diabetes. We believe 
th is knowledge will inspire confidence and hope for the future as you 
assume responsibility for a healthy, vital life. 

To learn more about how we can be of help to you, ask your family 
physician or call us direct. We will be happy to send you a schedule of 
upcoming classes. For a free brochure, call Northern Nevada Diabetes 
Center - Sparks Fam ily Hospital - at 356·4014, or write us at P.O. Box 
7000, Sparks, Nevada 89431 . 

Located at ~ 
~ Sparks Family Hospital 
2375 East Prater Way 356·4014 
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TRUCKEE 
TROPHY 
TROUT 
Reno's 'Type B' anglers are 
just wild about the river's 
throw-back section. 

By Terry Dove 

The Truckee is Nevada's most heav­
ily fished river. Anglers line its 
banks on holiday weekends, and 

each year the river receives more than 
100,000 planters, the young fish that are 
carefully raised at Nevada Department of 
Wildlife hatcheries . 

The chances of catching a wild trout in 
the river are usually slim. That's fine if 
your goal is a handsome string of pan­
fryers, but if you prefer the thrill of 
stalking a large, wily trout, you have to 
look hard for the wild ones. 

Still, anglers say that in 10 years the 
Truckee could be one of the best trout 
streams in the West. It could splash with 
big browns and rainbows, and along with 
gaming and skiing, Reno could boast 
about the fantastic fishing close to town. 

Local sportsmen are trying to prove 
their point with a mile-long trophy stretch 
south of Verdi. Opened in 1982, the area 
allows fish to reproduce naturally and 
grow to a larger size than in heavily fished 
areas. Beginning at the diversion dam 
near Verdi, the trophy water extends 
upstream to the California border. Nevada 
regulations forbid bait fishing there; only 
flies and lures are permitted. Anglers can 
keep two fish per day with a 14-inch 
minimum, while the rest of the river 
allows five per day with no minimum size. 
The trophy area will not be planted, and 
25 miles of wild water upstream and the 
dam downstream help keep planters from 
swimming in. 

The idea is not unique in the Sierra. 
Since 1975 similar regulations have gov­
erned the East Walker River below Bridge­
port in California. Once a mediocre angling 
stream, the little river now has excellent 
brown trout fishing. Five-pounders are 
not uncommon, and anglers occasionally 
land monsters over 10 pounds. 

Five years ago Mark Warren, a biologist 
with the Nevada Department of Wildlife, 
thought that a trophy stretch would work 
on the Truckee. "1 began asking anglers 
about the idea during my creel checks," 
Warren says. "Most people seemed to be 
in favor of the idea. After that, we felt it 
was worth discussing at our game board 
meeting." 



A lot of support came from the Truckee 
River Fly Fishers, a Reno-based conserva­
tion organization devoted to better fishing 
for all anglers. One of the club's goals had 
been to see at least part of the Truckee 
managed as a wild stream. 

The proposal opened an old can of 
worms as it sparked debate between two 
groups of local anglers. Those known as 
"Type A" anglers-the great majority­
objected to restrictions that would limit 
the catch. They prefer the freedom of 
catching a mess of fish to eat or show off, 
and planters are just fine. On the other 
hand, "Type B" anglers, mostly fly fisher­
men and including supporters of the 
trophy area, tend to turn their noses up at 
hatchery fish. 

The Truckee's trophy area is three 
years old. Has it made a difference? 

"It's still too early to look for any ob­
vious results," says Warren. He says he 
sampled the area in October 1983 with a 
stream shocker, a device that temporarily 
stuns the fish for counting. The results 
were encouraging. Although fewer in 
number, the fish there averaged an inch 
longer than their downstream counter­
parts. A sampling last year showed more 
young fish-another good sign. 

The trophy area is best reached by 
parking at the end of Quilici Ranch Road, 
which begins on the south side of Verdi. 
From there, anglers can hike upstream 
along the east bank or cross the railroad 
bridge to fish the west bank. Access is also 
possible at turnoffs on Interstate 80. 

The water moves fast, and there are 
many boulders and small pockets. Spin 
fishermen will do well with Mepps and 
Roostertail spinners used carefully behind 
boulders and along undercut banks. In 
deep pools, a Flatfish or Rapala worked 
slowly along the bottom may yield some 
surprisingly big browns. 

Dave Bryeans of Reno spends a lot of 
time fly fishing the Truckee. "It's primarily 
a caddis and stonefly stream," he says, "so 
stick with patterns that resemble their 
nymph and adult forms. The little yellow 
stonefly is especially effective." 

For reallunkers, he recommends a dif­
ferent tactic. "They're tough to catch, but 
you can get them by fishing right at dark 
with big streamers. I'd use a Muddler, 
Marabou Muddler, or leech pattern. Fish 
them deep. There are some browns in 
there so big they'd scare you." 

No matter what method you employ in 
this special area, the barbs should be 
pinched down on the hooks. That will 
help reduce injury to the fish when 
released and increase the Truckee's chances 
of becoming a first-class home for wild 
trout. 0 

Terry Dove lives in Portland, Oregon, and 
works in publishing. The former Reno resident 
is a self-confessed "Type B" fisherman. 

We have a commitment 
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gentle dental care 
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J.S. McElhinney, III, D .D .S. 
3680 Grant Drive 
Suite D 
Reno, Nevada 89509 

'Log ~omes at 1975 <prices 

Cj)iscover Simple,£legance ... 
with the richne of log con truction. 
Authentic log home are energy 

efficient, stronger than frame, meet all 
major building codes, and require less 
maintenance. De ign your own or modify 
one of ou r standard plans. 

Each home is precut from seasoned 
logs, eliminating green timber construct­
ion problems, and keeping our forests 
beautiful. 

Log home - the modern clas ic- truly 
individual, economically affluent. end 
$6 for plan book and ba ic information. 

C§o with the leader-it costs less 

AUTHENTIC HOM ES CORP. 
P.O. Box 1288 
Laramie, Wyoming 82070 

307 7,12·3786 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday-Saturday 

8:00- 5 :00 

~~=;-::=.= --~ - ---~-- -- - - -- ----~- ~ - -- ---­--- - ----­~-- ---_. 

JET HELICOPTERS 
Spectacular Scenic Tours By 
Jet Helicopters That Previews 
The Awesome Grandeur Of 
Natures Most Remarkable 
Works . 
• The Majestic Grand Canyon 
• Hoover Dam/Lake Mead 
• Red Rock Canyon 
• Valley of Fire 
• Night Las Vegas Strip and 

Downtown 
• On Demand Private Charters 

To Any location 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
24 Hour Telephone 
702-796-6151 

3460 Las Vegas Blvd . So. 
Minimum 4 persons all lours 
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HOT SPRINGS RESORT 
I1h Miles South of Genoa, NV on Foothill Rd. 

(702) 883-6556 • (702) 782-8155 

SOAK. SWIM. SUN. SAUNA 

Hot Mineral Spas 
Swimming Pool 

Fitness Center 
Historic Cottage 

Accommodations 
New Dining & 

Banquet Facilities 

In historic Genoa 
one hour south of Reno. 

••.• ,e • 
• -'1' •• 

Enjoy Dinner or 
Sunday Brunch 
at the NEW 
Zephyr Restaurant 

Dinner Menu 
features Wild 
Game Specials 
Nightly. 

322 Lakeshore Rd. , Boulder City, NV 89005 
Please send me a free brochure. 1-800-752-9669 

NAME 

ADDRESS ____________________________________________ _ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP 
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LETTERS (Continued from page 19) 

When I showed Dr. Bill Clewlow the Black 
Rock site, his first words were, "Are you 
sure it's a mammoth?" I said, "What the 
hell else could it be?" 

Also, now that the animal is excavated 
you'll note there were no tips on either 
tusk, as was mentioned in the article. I 
guess what I'm sayin' is next time you 
write about somebody who discovers 
something, talk to them firsthand if you 
can, and you won't have to call all over the 
West instead. 

Steve Wallman 
Grants Pass, OR 

Sorry, Wallman. I tried to phone you, but you 
were harder to find than the mammoth.-JC 

From Yerington to Mason 
In your Febn.!ary issue you have a story 
about Yerington, and you state that Yering­
ton is in Mason Valley, but you make no 
mention of the town of Mason. I was born 
in Mason, Nevada, on August 7, 1925. It's 
three miles southwest of Yerington. 

Guy E. Hurd 
Death Valley Junction, CA. 

Hurd, if you like to buck hay, see the Nevada 
Calendar for this year's Mason Day.-Ed. 

Thank you for the fine article about Yer­
ington, the best kept secret in Nevada, or 
at least it was. In contrast to Roger Smith, I 
was born and raised in Reno but now live 
in Yerington by choice-a most delightful 
community full of wonderful people. 

Gladys McCulloch 
Yerington, NV. 

I have been reading the Nevada Magazine 
for a very long time and was delighted 
when I saw an article with a Yerington 
heading. But I was amazed at what I read. 
The National Guard Armory is on North 
Main Street, the Mormon Church is a 
block south and three blocks east of that, 
and both Baptist churches are on the same 
side of Oregon as the Mormon Church­
one is three blocks south. There has been 
no V.F. W. Hall for many years. 

We do have a post office on Main Street 
but we do not have a stoplight at all, just a 
blinking light. 

There never was a bar named "Switch." 
It was a dance hall and was made of 
willows. It was just off Main Street about 
the present location of the Rex Drug. 

My mother's family came to Mason 
Valley in 1871 and my father's came in 
1880. As I am not a kid, I know a good deal 
of background firsthand. I've been here 
nearly 86 years. 

Mine Is His 

Georgia L Powers 
Yerington, NV. 

May I bring to your attention an apparent 
error in photo credit in the Marchi April 
'85 issue. The photo of the leaning mine 

(Continued on page 80) 





History 
The dam's remarkable 

story includes 
the historic day in 1941 when 
the canyon wall outlets were 

opened wide. 
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Tows 
Sightseers can inspect the dam 

from the top or take interior tours 
conduded by Bureau of 

Reclamation guides. 

/ 

Celebrations 
Las Vegas and Boulder City are 
hosting 50th anniversary events. 

Alx)Ve are 1935 issue stamps 
available from the new 
Boulder City Museum. 

Hoover Dam 
Country 

o 5 10 , , , 

MJ I-ES (APf'RO'x') 



HOOVER DAM ' S 5 0 t h ANNIVERSARY 

The Building of a Legend 
Half a century after FDR came to dedicate it 

the world's first super dam 
still awes with its grace, power, and purpose. 

F ifty years ago this summer, a crew 
of visionary builders finished 
wedging a six-million-ton hunk of 

concrete between the walls of Black Can­
yon, a deep gorge on the Colorado River 
30 miles east of Las Vegas. From the heavy 
shadows of the Great Depression, the rest 
of the nation looked on in wonder. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, a president who 
believed in the federal largess that made 
massive projects like Hoover Dam pos­
sible, came to pay tribute. This dam, he 
told the 10,000 people gathered for the 
ceremonies and millions more listening to 
their radios, is your I uture. 

For the modern American West, those 
words proved to be more than political 
rhetoric. In terms of economics and qual­
ity of life, the western Sun belt that has 

By Robert Kerr 
followed the construction of Hoover Dam 
is light years from the barren land that 
existed before. The dam's water and dirt­
cheap electricity spawned metropolises in 
Los Angeles, Phoenix, San Diego, and, of 
course, Las Vegas, where only sleepy 
desert villages had stood before. The 
taming of the Colorado turned Southern 
California's valleys into an endless garden, 
and the dollars that financed the project 
vaulted San Francisco into the front ranks 
of the nation's banking centers. 

This September another crowd will 
gather at Hoover Dam, and another pres­
ident, Ronald Reagan, has been invited to 
appear for the dam's golden anniversary 
ceremonies- a president with radically 
different politics, but who all the same 
represents the future that FDR forecast for 

the West as a region of rising influence. 
Although the millions who drive over 

Hoover Dam each year spend little time 
considering its political implications, few 
visitors can ignore its commanding physi­
cal presence. 

The effect of driving through that crag­
gy mountain pass and suddenly coming 
upon the dam can be staggering. One can 
only wonder at how men- mere ants 
against these towering walls-could have 
ever climbed down into this desolate 
place and built such a monument. 

Yet the proposition of damming these 
waters was one that empire-builders be­
gan considering nearly a century ago. 
Land developers realized in the 1890s that 
with strategically dug ditches they could 
divert the waters of the Colorado down 

When work at he damslte egan in 1931. the first job was to 
get power. a cemen plant. roads, bridges, and a railroad line 

mfo the canyon To protect themselves from fallmg debris, workers 
wore safety helmets or "hardboiled hats" as they were called. 
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Hlghscalers had one of the most dangerous and important jobs 
on the projed Suspended on bosun's chairs hundreds oUeet 
above the river channeL hlghscalers used jackhammers and 

crowbars to stnp away loose rock and also drilled blasting holes 
so that solId foundation holds could be cut in the canyon walls. 
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ThIs photo shows crews at the bottom with giant shovels 
and trucks dIggmg down to bedrock. 



As the concrete In the dam dried, the process generated enough heat every day 
to bake half a mtllion loaves of bread. To cool the concrete a refrigeration plant 

was bullt that could produce 1,000 tons of Ice cubes daily. Without that help 
the concrete would have taken more than 100 years to dry. 

into the sun-drenched, fertile Imperial 
Valley of Southern California. On the 
cheap land there they began promoting 
an agricultural gold mine. 

But they could only cajole the waters, 
not control them, Repeated floods, exacer­
bated by the developers' crude trench­
work, were so devastating it became ob­
vious that a more elaborate plan would be 
needed to overcome the Colorado, The 
lobbying began for a giant, federally spon­
sored dam to be built upriver. Business­
men, politicians, and other leaders who 
could see the immense benefits in such a 
project soon joined the cause. 

After years of political infighting over 
how the southwestern states would share 
the water and electricity, Congress in 

1928 'approved the Boulder Canyon Pro­
ject Act. (It was originally thought the dam 
would be built in Boulder Canyon, but 
Black Canyon to the south was deemed a 
better site.) Three years later the newly 
formed Six Companies, a consortium of 
western builders, beat out several more 
established eastern contractors for the job 
with a $49-million bid. 

The company faced a task so mind­
bending even the two Wattis brothers 
from Utah, who helped found the Six 
Companies, had serious doubts. They 
were both in their 70s, and even though 
they had built many dams, none approach­
ed the magnitude or cost of this one. 

But chief engineer Frank T, Crowe was, 
by his own description, wild to build the 

biggest dam in the world. He was already 
considered the leading dam builder in the 
country, and he convinced the aging 
Mormon brothers to put their fortune on 
the line. They rounded up other investors, 
and the project began. 

In the spring of 1931, Crowe, whose 
nickname was "Hurry Up," put more than 
3,000 men to work in the 800-foot-deep 
canyon, There, 120-degree summer days 
made the granite walls literally hot enough 
to fry eggs. 

Crowe ignored all obstacles. His crews 
built roads, rail lines, two huge concrete­
mixing plants, a pipe factory, machine 
shops, garages, warehouses, and living 
quarters for the workers, They blasted out 
four tunnels through solid rock, each 56 

A full day's wages and meals, too, were among the rewards dam 
employees were glad to have during the Great Depression. 

The average payroll was 5500,000 per month, and in June 1934 
there were 5,218 people, the most ever, at work on the dam. 

The Six Companies built homes, dorms, a recreation halL and 
a department store for workers, who also enjoyed excellent 

food at the mess. 
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A 30-foot-tall section of pipe weIghing more tha n 150 tons is 
lowered by cableway into the entrance to a penstock "header" 

tunnel The headers receive water from the intake towers 
and directed it to the powerhouse to drive the turbines. Because 

the pIpe sectIons were too lar e and heavy to be carried by 
raiL they were made t a special plant nearby and 

hauled to he dam by trailer. 
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'n\e first automobUe 
to cross the completed dam 

was drtven by a 
tourist who was late forhls 
own wedding In WIchita, 
Kansas. Superintendent 
Frank Crowe personally 
approved the crossing. 

feet wide and 4,000 feet long, and through 
them . diverted the Colorado from the 
channel it had followed for 10 million 
years. Men with jackhammers dangled 
hundreds of feet in the air to clear the 
canyon walls of loose rock. 

Then he started pouring concrete. For 
nearly two years, every day, around the 
clock, a 16-ton bucket of concrete was 
dumped into a form every 60 seconds. 
The dam rose up almost imperceptibly­
each load of concrete raised the form's 
level only a few inches-like a pile of giant 
toy blocks until the pieces finally were all 
in place midway through 1935, creating a 
strong, graceful barrier taller than a 60-
story building. 

It was two years ahead of schedule, but 
even that was part of Crowe's design. He 
had originally come up with a bid that was 
$5 million lower than any other contrac­
tor's by devising a lighted worksite and 
24-hour work schedule that would enable 
his team to finish the dam in five years 
instead of the seven the government had 
allowed for it. 

"There's something peculiarly satisfy­
ing about building a great dam," Crowe . 
said. "You know what you build will stand 
for centuries." 

He wasn't kidding. 'Engineers today 
like to say Hoover was "overbuilt"; that is, 
constructed many times beyond the 
strength that will ever be required of it. 
Crowe's design proved so effective that 
not until 1983 were the two giant spill­
ways-each large enough to handle an 
overflow the size of Niagara Falls-ever 
called upon to handle excess water. 

Record spring rains that year sent a 
four-and-a-half-foot wall of water crashing 
over the spillway gates at 120 mph for two 
months straight. 

The water cascading over the Hoover 
spillways was so spectacular it drew par­
ticularly large crowds to the dam that 
summer. But even in more placid times 
the tourists keep coming, more than 1,500 
a day on the average. 

What brings them to Hoover still? It 
hasn't been the largest dam in the world 

A dynamite blast shakes qnd clouds Black Canyon 
early In the construction. In the foreground can 
be seen the portals of the four diversion tunnels. 

When they were completed in late 1932, two 
cofferdams, both earth-filled an temporary; were 

buil to push the river in 0 the tunnels and 
leave the damsite bone-dry In a marathon effort, 

workers diverted the river in a Single day. 
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If all the dirt moved In the dam's construction were handled by huge dump trucks, 
there would be enough loads to form continuous, simultaneous truck parades 

from Boulder City to New York, New Orleans, San Francisco, SeaHle, and Chicago. 

Each diversion tunnel was 56 feet in diameter and about 4.000 
fee long. This gantry crane later dellvered concrete that was poured 

mto forms to give the tunnel a three-foot-thick coating. 
The tunnels were dug by a ng designed by river foreman Bernard 

Williams. The truck-driven "jumbo" rig had several tiers for 
jackhammers. and as many as 32 men could drill 

blastmg holes at one time. 
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for years-in fact it's only the 13th tallest 
now. It has dropped all the way to 52nd 
place in electrical generating capacity. So 
why do we still journey there? What do 
we see? 

For those who take the $1 tour down 
into the dam- and nearly 24 million 
have- they get a chance to see the inner 
workings of the world's first super dam. 
When it was built, the engineers had 
nothing else to model it after. The elevator 
takes sightseers to the bottom of Lake 
Mead. At this point, with the water pres­
sure against the dam some 45,000 pounds 
per square foot, no one minds in the least 
that Frank Crowe "overbuilt" the place. 

At the dam visitors can see Lake Mead, 

100 miles long and the largest man-made 
body of water in the Western Hemis­
phere. There are the great power-line 
towers that seem to teeter over the edge of 
Black Canyon before marching off to Las 
Vegas and Los Angeles. And over the 
mountain is Boulder City, the old-fash­
ioned government town that has grown 
up with the dam that created it. 

But in the end, the marvel of Hoover 
Dam may be sirnl"ly that it is still there. It is 
50 years old, and it not only still works, but 
it works as well as when it las brand new. 
The dam, like the Brooklyn Bridge and 
other engineering won rs, is a symbol of 
an American era when things were built to 
last. And did. CJ 

LookIng up from what is now he bed of Lake Mead, the dam 
rises m great concrete blocks (top). To p revent cracking, the 

concrete's temperature was lowered by an elaborate system of 
one-inch pipes hat carned cold water through the forms. 

The view lookIng downstream from the Nevada SIde (above) 
shows the ongoing construction of the two spillways, the 

four mtake towers, and the dam itself. 
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The am's control over he nver w s dramatically demonstrated in August 1941 after heavy runoff had 
rOlse Lake Mead to recor level Bypassmg the powerhouse and turbmes, water was sent 

hro gh he canyon wall ou let an mto the nver in brilliant cascades This photograph was taken by 
Cliff Segerblom. "I n ers ood i w s the only tIme all the outlets were open I once," says the 

So I er Clty reslden . "Alone m I w s on that sklp, which was carrying a number of c::lignitanes. 
enor Secre ary Ickes was on ii, s I recall I look some photos an then got off and ran around on to 

o he dam" There, with hIS c mera, he capture remarkable meetmg of man and nature. 
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Taking a Tour 
Inside the dam, where it's nice and 

cool year-round, tour guides will 
lead you through a maze of wonders. 

W hen visitors on tour first look 
up at the full sweep of Hoover 
Dam's white face, towering 

nearly 500 feet above, they fall silent. 
Then they begin talking, and cameras 
begin to click furiously. If only to ex­
perience this view and the grandeur of the 
dam, the Bureau of Reclamation's guided 
tour is well worth the admission price of 
$1 for adults, 50 cents for seniors with U.S. 
Golden Age Passports, and free for ages 
15 and under. 

But, in fact, the dam is a marvel inside 
as well as outside, and you can take a tour 
any day in any season. Tour hours are 7:30 
a.m. to 7:15 p.m. from Memorial Day 
weekend through Labor Day, and 9 a.m. to 
4:15 p.m. the rest of the year. 

The tours start at the elevator on the 
Nevada side of the rim. (Times in Nevada 
are an hour earlier in winter than iIi 
Arizona, which is on Mountain Standard 
Time.) A 75-second elevator ride takes 
you 528 feet down to the bottom of Lake 
Mead. Your group first walks into a tunnel 
no more than eight feet high. Most visitors 
seem to chatter with anticipation here, 
although the seriously claustrophobic may 
be having second thoughts. Black, green, 
and white art-deco Indian designs can be 
seen on the terrazzo floor. The temper­
ature is in the 50s year-round. 

A tour guide leads you through the 
tunnel to the Nevada power-plant wing. A 
row of eight generators, each large enough 
to power a city of 65,000, hums as you take 
53 steps down the stairs and then troop 
out to look up at the vast concrete face. 

The guide ticks off a few statistics. 
There is enough concrete in the dam to 
build a two-lane highway from New York 
to San Francisco, the dam is larger than 
the great Pyramid of Cheops. Even though 
San Diego gets most of its water from the 
Colorado River, and L.A. some of its as 
well, 85 percent of the river's water is left 
over for crop irrigation. 

Visitors often ask funny questions: "Is 
the water still good after the electricity has 
been taken out?" But guides say the most 
common queries are: "How many workers 
died building the dam?" and "How many 
men are buried in the concrete?" There 
were 96 workers killed during construc­
tion, but, the guides insist, none of them 
ended up in the concrete forms. 

Questions answered, everyone contin­
ues to the Arizona-side power plant and 
then to a glassed-in room with a map illus­
trating the electrical generating operation. 
There you are standing in one of the 
original tunnels that workers blasted out 
to divert the river. The rumble you hear 
underneath is water passing through a 
huge pipeline-big enough to hold a 
three-story house-on its way to turn one 
of the turbines. 

Then your group returns to the top of 
the dam, where the tour began 35 minutes 
earlier. Few visitors emerge disappointed. 

There is more to see, too. Afterwards 
you can walk to the Exhibit Building on 
the west side. It features a working model 
of an electrical generating unit as well as 
old photos, newspapers, and other mem­
orabilia. But the best offering is a topo­
graphical model of the Colorado River 
basin, with all its dams and cities, accom­
panied by a 10-minute taped talk. It pre­
sents an excellent illustration of just why 
Hoover Dam was built. 

Up the hill from the museum stand two 
winged figures created by sculptor Oskar 
Hansen. Legend says that rubbing the toes 
of the 30-foot-tall bronze statues brings 
good luck. The figures rest on an elaborate, 
black marble star chart, which represents 
the configuration of the heavens at the 
precise moment the dam was dedicated 
on September 30, 1935. 

A little farther up the hill is an air and 
water turnout, where a plaque on the 
canyon wall commemorates a stray dog, 
buried nearby, that the dam workers 
adopted as a mascot. Just past the plaque is 
the Hoover Dam Snacketeria, a tiny snack 
bar and souvenir shop with picnic tables 
outside. The house specialty is the Dam 
Dog, a quarter-pound hotdog. You also 
can pick up a copy of Nevada Magazine's To 
Tame a Giant, the whole dam story, at the 
souvenir shop for $1. 

Last stop is the Hoover Dam Store 
across the road. Behind the store is a 
lookout, a veritable eagle's aerie from 
which you can look almost straight down 
into the canyon. To the left swings the 
gracefully carved dam wall. To the right 
the green waters of the Colorado glisten 
lazily before disappearing around a bend 
and drifting on toward the Pacific. 

-Robert Kerr 
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Power 
to the Southwest 
Hoover controlled the floods, 

nurtured farmlands, and 
gave the desert a 

high-powered future, 

H oover Dam may look like solid 
concrete, but it is, in fact, a pre­
cision machine. Day and night 

the dam's 17 hydroelectric generators­
each as big as a two-story house-crank 
tirelessly, producing enough power to 
serve a city of half a million homes. 

Since Colorado River water spun the 
first turbine in 1936, energy from the dam 
has fueled the growth of major cities and 
industries in the Southwest. When the 
dam was built, however, power was third 
on the list of priorities. Flood control and 
water conservation were one and two on 
the list. Although the dam had room for 17 
generators, they were installed only on an 
as-needed basis. 

But needs arose fast. By the end of 
1939, seven generators were humming, 
and Hoover Dam became the largest 
hydroelectric power producer in the world, 
a distinction it held for 10 years. 

The dam played an important part in 
World War II. Power was needed by 
defense plants in Southern California and 
also by a big new complex in Southern 
Nevada. In 1941 the town of Henderson 
was created, and Basic Magnesium con­
tracted to manufacture magnesium bombs. 
Basic used up to one-fourth of Hoover's 
output. By the end of the war four more 
generators had spun to life, and when the 
last one was installed in 1961, the dam's 
capacity reached 1,344,800 kilowatts. 

Today dozens of transmission towers 
stand on the hills surrounding the dam, 
some marching single file into the hazy 
blue yonder toward Arizona and South­
ern California. 

Other towers muscle their way further 

UFELINE TO THE SOUTHWEST 

into Southern Nevada, where Nevada 
Power Company blends Hoover power 
with the more expensive electricity gen­
erated by coal-fired plants to serve Las 
Vegas. Until 1954 Nevada Power depend­
ed solely on the dam, but the Las Vegas 
area outgrew its percentage. Outlying 
towns served by the darn include Boulder 
City, Overton, Pioche, and Caliente. 

Overall, the power divvy is: 17.6259 
percent to Nevada, 17.6259 to Arizona, 
17.5554 to Los Angeles, 7.9316 to South­
ern California Edison, 1.8475 to Glendale, 
1.5847 to Pasadena, .5773 to Burbank, and 
35.2517 to the Metropolitan Water Dis­
trict of Southern California. That last 
allotment is mainly for pumping water 
242 miles on the Colorado River Aque­
duct from Lake Havasu to the Los Angeles 
area. Five pumping stations lift the water 
1,617 feet over mountains and deliver a 
billion gallons of water per day to LA. In 
all, the government's sale of Hoover Dam 
power puts as much as $40 million-the 
earnings from the high-water year of 
1983-annually in government coffers. 

Nevada brought a lawsuit against the 
feds for more power in 1982, but it is 
expected to be dropped because of a law 
passed by Congress last year. The dam's 
generating system is due for an overhaul 
that will increase its capacity to more than 
two million kilowatts, and the law prom­
ises up to one-fourth of that new energy to 
the Silver State. 

The modernization will have the same 
effect as adding five-and-a-half new gen­
erators, making the dam once again one of 
the most electrifying places on earth. 

-Brad Peterson 

From LA to Phoenix, everyone depends on Hoover Dam. 
Hoover Dam bnngs life and light 0 he Lower Colorado RegJon, he US. 
B rea' 0 Reclama lon's domain In he Sou hwes tha covers paris of 

evada, California. Anwna, U a . and ew MeXICO. The dam and ItS 17 
genera ors have fueled the growth of many maJOr cilles such as Las Vegas, 
Los Angeles, and PhoeniX As wa ermaster, Hoover and lis offspnng - Davis, 
Parker, and Impenal dams - have changed the Impenal and Coachella 
valleys from flood- and drough -ndden was elands In 0 lush agncul ral 
cen ers Lakes have been crea ed. 0 enng nliml ed water recrea on Even 
half a cen ry a ter Hoover Dam's dedicalion, no other dam has so greatly 
a fected a regJon or symbolized so well Amenca's hopes for he future 
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Boulder 
City 

This carefully planned government 
hamlet will always be the 
best town by a dam site. 

Boulder City still has much of the 
charm of the 1930s, when the fed­
eral government created this 

model town to house the men and women 
who were building Hoover Dam, eight 
miles away. 

At first glance Boulder City might seem 
dull, but Boulderites like to call it civilized. 
There is no gambling, which is banned by 
the city charter, although clubs thrive 
outside of town. Growth, too, is a matter of 
moderation. While the population has 
grown from 4,000 in 1960, when the 
federal government turned the town over 
to residents, to 11,000 today, further in­
creases are tempered by a controlled­
growth law. 

Slots and high-rises are not part of the 
Boulder City scene. Instead, the first thing 
most visitors see is, amazingly, greenery. 
Lawns with shade trees abound, and there 
are several well-tended plazas and parks­
each carefully watered and trimmed since 
the town's early days-where you can 
stretch out, read a book, or have a quiet 

picnic on the grass. Then you might get an 
ice cream cone and stroll beneath the 
sidewalks' arched porticos. The ice cream 
and shade will be especially welcome in 
summer, when Southern Nevada ther­
mometers regularly top 100 degrees. 

Historic Attractions: In the "old town" 
district you'll find such landmarks as the 
recently restored Boulder Dam Hotel, the 
town's first and only hotel. Opened in 
1932, a year after work on the dam and 
town began, it was the most important 
hotel in Clark County until Las Vegas 
became a resort center. Today the Boulder 
Dam Hotel is back in operation with an 
old-time lobby, downstairs bar, high­
ceilinged restaurant, and 60 guest rooms. 

Across the street is the Visitors Bureau, 
where you can take in free showings of a 
1930s film about the dam. The movie is 28 
minutes long and begins every 45 min­
utes, every day, from 9:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. 
Shown in a small but comfortable theater, 
the movie is a classic, providing dramatic 
views of workers digging tunnels, scaling 

Admmlstrallon Building, left. overlooks parks in '30s. 
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steep canyon walls, and building spill­
ways and intake towers. 

Two other local attractions relate to the 
dam. One is Frank T. Crowe Memorial 
Park, donated to the city by residents S.L 
"Red" and Catherine Wixson; Red work­
ed on the dam under Crowe, the con­
struction superintendent. Also, the Filtra­
tion Plant at Ash and Colorado, two 
blocks west of the main street, is being 
converted into the temporary quarters of 
the Boulder City Museum and Historical 
Association by local volunteers. They plan 
to open during September's festivities. 

Art Galleries: There are several excel­
lent galleries in town. Austine Wood's, 
near the Visitors Bureau, displays her 
unusual polarized collages, or "polages." 
It's an exciting medium in which clear 
laminations, twisting and turning, are view­
ed in polarized light. At the Burk Gal'ry 
some of the Southwest's best artists show 
their works, while Brent Thomson's 
Gallery features his prints and the works 
of others. The Boulder City Art Guild has 
a small gallery, and every October huge 
crowds mob the town during the Art in 
the Park festival. 

Sports: There's a new and enormous 
indoor-outdoor swimming pool in town, 
with racquetball courts on the premises. 
Tennis courts are nearby. Golfers can play 
at the municipal course, a nine-holer. 

Lake Mead: Midway between the town 
and dam is the Alan Bible Visitor Center, 
information headquarters for Lake Mead 
National Recreation Area. There you can 
find out about boating, hiking, camping, 
fishing, animals, plants, and historic sites 
in the area. 

Dining and Lodging: Boulder City has 
21 restaurants, ranging from fast-food to 
gourmet. Overnighters will find 11 mo­
tels, with a total of 261 rooms, besides the 
hotel. 

Nightlife: Lively evenings are not un­
known in Boulder, but the flashiest night­
life is found at two clubs just out of town. 
The Gold Strike Inn, to the east, is about 
three miles from both the dam and Lake 
Mead. On the way to Las Vegas is one of 
Southern Nevada's oldest clubs, Railroad 
Pass Casino. The '31ers, an organization 
of early residents and dam employees, 
hold their annual banquet at Railroad 
Pass. 

Herb's: At night downtown Boulder 
City is comparatively quiet, but diversions 
are offered by the movie house, several 
restaurants, the hotel, and Herb's Tavern. 
This friendly saloon is famous for its well­
kept pool tables and a bar that looks at 
least a block long. Owner Fran Knauss 
makes this promise: "A free drink to 
everyone any day the sun doesn't shine in 
Boulder City." In this sunny town, she 
doesn't have to payoff very often. 

-Gene Segerblom 



They were young then, and Boulder 
Dam, as Hoover Dam was called 
in those days, was just an idea they 

were trying to turn into concrete and steel. 
To those of us who grew up with the 
legend of the dam, it is disconcerting 
today to meet the people who worked on 
the great project. They look too ordinary, 
too much like us to have built this marvel. 
Did they know, even as they built it, the 
wonder of what they were doing? If they 
could speak across those 50 years, would 
they tell us, "We are making history," or 
would they say, "We are making a dollar''? 

The young people who built that dam 
cannot speak. But some of the people they 
became-four men, one woman-can. 

* Buck Blaine enjoys being out of work 
these days. He is 73 years old, plays tennis 
every day, and, as the retired former 
president of Las Vegas' Golden Nugget 
casino, is a .wealthy man. 

In 1931, however, being out of work 
was no fun. Blaine was an aspiring engi­
neer and had surveying experience he 
thought would bring him a pleasant and 
well-paid job on the big new dam they 
were building on the Colorado River. "But 
when I got here there were 100 applicants 
for every job," he recalls. "It was an easy 
life. Nothing to do but lie on the grass and 
starve." 

Standards change quickly under such 
circumstances, and when the surveyor 
was offered a job as a lowly mucker, he 
grabbed the shovel with both hands. One 
promotion later he found himself in what 
was perhaps the most dangerous job on 
the project-drilling holes in the canyon 
wall with a jackhammer, suspended from 
a rope 700 feet above the river. 

"I did it for the money," says Blaine 
matter-of-factly. "I would do anything for 
another dollar a day. Mucking paid $4 and 
highscaling paid $5. If you set powder, 
too, it was $5.60." 

Even by Depression standards, those 
were not princely wages. If a mucker lived 
in the government dormitories at Boulder 
City, he was charged $1.85 a day for room 
and board, leaving him $2.15 to feed the 
family he might have left back home. 
Blaine was single, but he made arrange­
ments to live in Las Vegas, driving to the 
dam each day and offsetting expenses by 
carrying five other workers for 50 cents 
each. 

Blaine and other highscalers were 
needed to give the dam a solid foundation. 
Both ends of the dam had to be wedged 
into keyholes cut deep into the canyon 
walls. Then two cups had to be formed on 
the upper side to hold the intake towers. 
The only way to cut them was to dri1l and 
blast. 

"High scalers were a new breed of cat," 

The Legend 
Builders 

Did they work on the Boulder Canyon 
Project to earn a buck or make history? 

Five Nevadans recall their days 
with the dam. 

By A. D. Hopkins 
Blaine says. "It was the first time large 
numbers of people had been required to 
work vertically." Safety equipment was 
minimal. According to Blaine, highscalers 
did not even use the extra safety rope that 
today's rock climbers routinely use in case 
the main rope breaks or they lose their 
grip. "If we lost our grip, we fell," he says. 

Each highscaler put his rope around 
his body and walked down the canyon 
wall to the position where he was going to 
drill a hole. There was a bosun's chair tied 
to the rope at that level. "You sat in it and 
started drilling. You had to keep changing 
the steel in the drill as you got deeper and 
deeper, putting in longer steel each time. 
There was a safety belt on the chair, but we 
never fastened it unless we were doing 
something where we would have to lean 
way out, mostly when we were using a 
prybar to clean the loose rock off the cliff 
face after we blasted. 

"We didn't lose as many men on the job 
as some tales would have you believe," 

Blaine says. But there were plenty of ways 
to die. "Say you pried loose a rock about 
the size of a truck bed, and as it fell it 
tangled in the slack of rope below you, the 
rope would break, and where it broke 
might be above you. So you had to be 
careful to keep the slack gathered up next 
to you. 

"Some guys moved from side to side 
too many times and sawed the rope in two 
on the edge of the cliff. 

"We lost some in ways that were their 
own fault, but some were just overwork­
ed. Haste killed men. You just could not 
loaf on that job. Say you took off your 
gloves while you were drilling to wipe the 
sweat off your face, they would fire you 
for that. There was no such thing as a 
coffee break. You drilled for eight hours, 
with the powder monkeys coming along 
behind you trying to pack the holes as fast 
as you dri1led them. In the middle of the 
shift everybody on both sides of the 
canyon would climb out and wolf down a 

Buck Blaine shows a photo of himself as a young dam worker 
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sandwich. But that break was just to give 
them time to blast. As soon as they did we 
went back down. So some guys just didn't 
have the stamina and just got too exhausted 
to hold on. 

"When we first got started we didn't 
know enough to eat a lot of salt, working 
in that heat, and people would get cramps 
that would pull your fist right up against 
your shoulder. The other scalers would 
come over and help them up off the cliff. 
Sometimes they refused to go back down 
again. Just quit. I've seen people who 
hired on as experienced highscalers walk 
up to the edge of that canyon, look over, 
and say, 'Not me:" 

But for most of them, the only ways out 
were getting fired, promoted, or killed. 
Blaine says, "The danger was just some­
thing we never thought about. We were 
glad to have a job." 

* Clifford A. Jones sits behind a desk in a 
law firm that takes up an entire floor of the 
Valley Bank Plaza, Las Vegas' most presti­
gious professional building. One wall of 
his office is covered with a map of the 
world, pinned full of little green stars that 
represent places he has been in business, 
mostly hotels and casinos. Jones is 73 
years old and could pass for 60, and when 
he stands up, he is tall and imposing, a 
man you wouldn't pick a fight with. He 
has been a district judge, lieutenant gov­
ernor, and an amateur rodeo cowboy. like 
Buck Blaine, he got his start in Nevada on 
Boulder Dam. 

"My family had been living in Indo­
nesia, where my father was employed by 
the Royal Dutch Shell Oil Company," 
Jones says. "My parents decided to settle 
in Las Vegas because they realized the 
building of the dam would give the place a 
future." After part of the family settled 
temporarily in Missouri, Cliff and his 
sister, Florence Lee Jones, who would 
become society editor of the Las Vegas 
Review Journal, reached Nevada in June 
1932. 

Financially comfortable, the J oneses in­
vested in property around Las Vegas, but 
the bank containing all the family's sav­
ings folded. "1 realized if I was going to 
college I would have to earn my own 
way," Jones says. 

Nobody under 21 was hired to work on 
the dam, and Jones was 20. He decided to 
try for a job in Boulder City, but the town 
was a federal reservation, and armed 
guards at its gates turned away anybody 
who didn't live, work, or have business 
there. "But the workers up there were 
partly paid in scrip, which businesses in 
town didn't have to take but sometimes 
did. And if you took it, you could go spend 
it in the stores at Boulder City." So Jones 
got hold of some scrip, giving himself an 
ostensible reason to be entering Boulder 
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If all the dirt moved In the dam's construct1on were 
handled by huge dump trucks, there would be enough 
loads to form continuous, sbnultaneous truck parades 

from Boulder City to New York, New Orleans, 
San francisco, SeaHle, and ChIcago. 

City, and once there talked himself into a 
job at Anderson's Mess Hall. 

His job was making box lunches for the 
dam workers. "Once, in 11 hours, another 
fellow and I made 6,500 sandwiches," he 
says. 

In the summer of 1933 he got a job on 
the dam itself, as a laborer, cleaning up the 
concrete forms after each pour of con­
crete. "At one time I had to carry wet sacks 
of sand up a 70-foot ladder. I would 
estimate each sack weighed at least 100 
pounds. If I hadn't been very determined 
to make money, I would have quit that 
night." After one-and-a-half months as a 
laborer, Jones got a job as a crane signal­
man; the crane operators were so high 
above the worksite that they could not see 
where they were lowering their payloads, 
so signalmen directed them by telephone. 

Later he became a hook tender on 
Number Three Skip, a cableway that ran 
across the canyon. This job required rid­
ing across the canyon on a platform while 
delivering material. The workers boarded 
the platform at a landing built just below 
the canyon rim. The operator of the cable­
way could not see the skip as it approach­
ed the landing, so a signalman had to warn 
him when to stop reeling in cable. "One 
time the signalman tending skip went to 
sleep and failed to stop the skip, and we 
hit the wall and it dragged us up out of the 
canyon and dumped us out on the Nevada 
side. If the operator hadn't noticed that he 
had reeled in more cable than usual and 
stopped, we might have been killed." 

When Jones was in law school, he had a 
summer job on the dam as a hook tender 
on a crane used in fabricating the giant 
penstock pipes. "One payday the crane 
operator was coming down off the crane 
and fell. He was killed, and that's how I 
became the operator." By the time the 
dam was dedicated in 1935, 96 men had 
been killed building it. 

At Anderson's Mess Hall Jones earned 
$60 a month, plus board and room, work­
ing 11-hour days. As a laborer he earned a 
princely 50 cents an hour and had to work 
only eight hours. "But it took you 12 hours 
by the time you left Las Vegas and drove 
to Boulder City and then boarded the bus 
and rode down to the workplace." 

Apart from the economic necessity, 
there was another reason the workmen 

put up with their jobs, Jones says. "There's 
a story I've always liked about a tourist in 
France who saw a man carving a stone. 
The tourist asked what he was doing, and 
the Frenchman didn't answer, 'I'm carv­
ing a stone: Instead he said, 'I'm building a 
cathedral: It was like that with us. We 
weren't just pouring concrete or operat­
ing a crane. We were building a dam." 

* Cecile Dotson Crowe, now 73, had 
lived in Las Vegas since childhood, and in 
1930 she became the first woman hired by 
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation in Las 
Vegas. "1 went down to the old Mormon 
Fort to apply. That had been converted 
into a testing lab where they would crush 
cores of rock taken out of the canyon 
walls, to see just where the rock was 
strongest and would best support the 
dam." 

She started as a clerical worker in the 
project office. Applications for work flood­
ed into that office from all over the United 
States. "Somebody took a picture of me 
with a great big stack of them and it ran in 
the newspapers, and people started writing 
to me personally to try to get work. It was 
an awful picture, but I actually got marriage 
proposals out of it." 

Turning the job-seekers' supplications 
aside, she married Gerald "Jerry" Crowe 
(no relation to engineer Frank T. Crowe) 
in the fall of 1932. Their first home was a 
company house built in Boulder City, and 
Jerry commuted to his job at First State 
Bank in Las Vegas. "People would come to 
our house and give money to Jerry to 
bring to town and deposit for them," she 
says. Even with a boom on, she says, both 
Las Vegas and Boulder City were the kind 
of small towns where that sort of courtesy 
was common. 

She liked the social life of Boulder City. 
"There were a lot of couples our own age. 
Our homes weren't air-conditioned so we 
would form up in big parties, once the lake 
started filling up, and go down to the lake, 
and all get together at somebody's house 
afterward. You would go out on a week­
end and explore some mining ghost town. 
It was a great town for bridge." 

The fact Boulder City was completely 
dry didn't inhibit its social life. "The 
people were not the sort that needed 



liquor to have a good time. Because of the 
times employers on the dam could be 
selective. And the people hired tended to 
be exceptionally reliable, nice people 
without many bad habits." 

Perhaps for the same reason, the en­
gineers who ran the project office where 
she worked were also the cream of the 
crop. "It was the only thing going in 
engineering, so they could hire the best." 
John C. Page, one ofthe engineers in the 
office, later became commissioner of the 
Bureau of Reclamation. 

"I loved working for them," she says. "I 
think it is a mark of great men that they 
treat people well. If some grizzled old 
prospector came into the office, he got 
exactly the same treatment as some big 
shot from Washington. They were very 
special people. And when you dealt with 
them every day, you couldn't help but 
realize that you were in the middle of 
something very special." 

Dr. David Bruce Dill read a newspaper 
story in 1931 reporting that 13 people had 
died of heat sickness on the Boulder Dam 
project that summer. 

Dill, a physiologist, was associated with 
the Harvard Fatigue Laboratory. He re­
alized the project would be a unique 
opportunity to study heat stress, so the 
following summer he and a research team 
set up a lab in Boulder City. 

As a result, Dill, now 93, is widely 
known as the man who invented the salt 
tablet and thus the man who stopped the 
heat-related deaths at the dam- even 
though he has been explaining for decades 
that he did neither. 

"The salt tablet had been part of the 
pharmacopeia for years," he says. "It 
wasn't commonly used, though, and to my 
knowledge it never did come into use on 
Boulder Dam." 

A Harvard Medical School researcher 
had written about the role of salt in pre­
venting heat illness in 1904, says Dill. "But 
the knowledge hadn't filtered down to 
everybody. We sent out a brilliant young 
medical student named John H. Tolbott to 
do the advance work of the party, and 
when he arrived he found Wales Haas, the 
Six Companies physician, had put up in 
the mess hall big signs saying, 'Drink lots 
of water: So Tolbott, who had read the 
paper written in 1904, got them to add, 
'And put plenty of salt on your food:" 

That summer, Dill says, there was not a 
single death from heat illness on the dam 
project. "Only seven men even got sick." 
But he adds that while Tolbott's advice 
was sound, other factors were probably 
more responsible for ending the unnec­
essary deaths. "In the summer of 1931, 
some of the workers simply camped right 
down on the canyon floor, and had their Gerald and Cecile Crowe inspect an old Hoover Dam scrapbook. 
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wives and children with them, 24 hours a 
day. They had no chance to get out of the 
heat. Also, these jobs were lifesavers for 
many of the men, and they came to them 
in 1931 in a malnourished condition, and 
were more susceptible to heat illness. By 
1932, conditions were much better. The 
workers lived up at Boulder City and went 
down into the canyon only to work. We 
ate in the same mess halls the men did, 
and my memories are of vast quantities of 
excellent food." 

Even though the legend exaggerates 
the truth, what the scientists learned at the 
dam had far-reaching consequences. By 
taking blood samples before and after 
men went to work, Dill's team learned that 
electrolytes in the blood become some­
what depleted in an eight-hour shift in 
great heat, but a 16-hour break and good 
food will restore the imbalance. Tolbott 
was able to build on the studies here and 
reduce heat illnesses in an Ohio steel mill 
by adding a small amount of saline solu­
tion to the workers' drinking water. As a 
result, a widespread understanding of 
heat illness was brought to industrial 
medicine for the first time. 

Later Dill returned to Boulder City, 
setting up the Desert Research Institute's 
first program there. He was active until 
1980, and much of what is known today 
about heat's effect on man, and other 
animals, is due to his work. 

Among Dill's most unusual projects in 
the summer of '32 was an attempt to study 
how animals adapted to desert conditions. 
It was decided to measure how much 
liquid a dog lost in urine in one hot day. 
That amount would be subtracted from 
the amount of water the dog drank, and 
the difference would show how much had 
been lost in perspiration. "The Clark 
County Sheriff's office was going through 
the motions of enforcing Prohibition and 
had confiscated a very nice copper still 
with a cone-shaped top. We acquired this 
still, turned it upside down, and cut a hole 
in the side so we had a nice house for the 
dog, with the cone on the bottom to collect 
the urine." A dog was adopted from the 
Las Vegas city pound and put into the 
house. 

At the end of the first day, however, the 
dog had not produced one drop of urine. 
"Couldn't figure it out at ail," says Dill. 
"Then it finally dawned on us. This dog 
was housebroken!" 

* S.L "Red" Wixson was only 16 when 
he met Frank T. Crowe, the man who 
would be construction superintendent at 
Boulder Dam. Now, at 75, Wixson says it 
was the most important event in his life. 
"Crowe was general superintendent on a 
dam at Guernsey, Wyoming. I went to him 
for a job- first job I ever asked for in my 
life. Started out as a flunky in his kitchen." 
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Wixson stayed with Crowe's outfit 
through the building of Deadwood Dam 
in Idaho, Cromby Dam in California, and a 
couple of railroads in between. By 1931 he 
was a shovel operator employed on an­
other job, and Boulder Dam was already 
underway when he arrived. 

What he found was a project with 
Frank Crowe's trademarks stamped all 
over it. "One of them was the way you got 
the concrete to where the darn was. There 
were various ways to do it. Sometimes 
they built railroad trestles out over the 
dam, and sometimes they used a series of 
chutes, with the concrete just falling from 
one to another till you got it where you 
wanted it. But the best was a cableway 
built across the dam, lowering it in a 
bucket. Crowe had pioneered that meth­
od, and it was what we used h~re." 

Wixson remembers seeing larger trucks 
and other equipment than had ever been 
seen anywhere. Wixson even patented 
one piece of equipment specifically for 
it-an electric bulldozer to use inside the 
diversion tunnels, where carbon monoxide 
from internal combustion engines was a 
great problem. "I don't think a dam has 
been built before or since in such a deep, 
narrow gorge. That required using high­
scalers to clean off the rock down to the 
bedrock. You would normally have 
scraped the rock down with bulldozers, 
but you couldn't use a bulldozer on a 
vertical cliff." 

Yet he recalls no sense of history in the 
making. "I've often wondered why this 
dam seemed to have the magic," said 
Wixson. "Why not Grand Coulee? It's 
bigger. But it's undeniable there is some­
thing special about this one." 

Part of the magic was the speed with 
which it was built. Crews worked 24 hours 

. a day, seven days a week, and finished the 
dam almost two years ahead of schedule. 
So well was the job done that after World 
War II, when the industries of Europe had 
to be rebuilt, Frank Crowe was offered the 
assignment. But Crowe was in poor health 
and turned it down. He died in 1946, a 
relatively young man. 

By then Wixson had worked on two 
other Crowe dams, Parker and Shasta, 
and had been in the construction business 
himself for several years, in partnership 
with John Crowe, Frank's nephew. They 
did well in it, a success he attributes 
largely to Frank Crowe's willingness to let 
proteges pick his brains. 

When Wixson came back to Boulder 
City to retire in 1977, he was not only 
surprised but mildly offended to find that 
Boulder had no memorial to the man who, 
in his own view, made it all possible. He 
donated to the city a small park, where a 
statue of Frank Crowe now stands. "I was 
in a position to do it, so why shouldn't I do 
it?" says Wixson. "In a sense, Frank Crowe 
was my life." D 

Events 8r 
Celebrations 

Don't miss all the hoopla 
at Hoover. 

A ny event is cause for celebration 
in the Las Vegas area, so when a 
biggie like the 50th anniversary of 

Hoover Dam arrives, you'll find a galaxy 
of good times from the Strip to Boulder 
City. 

Early summer festivities begin with 
an open house at the new Boulder City 
Museum on April 27 That night dam 
veterans will gather at the Railroad Pass 
Casino for the '31ers Annual Reunion. 
These and other special events will follow: 

Penny Power Project organizers invite 
all penny pinchers to coin in on a Penny 
Olympics, Penny Parade, and general 
penny-mania in Boulder City June 1 to 
support the town's new museum. Proceeds 
will go to civic groups, who will lay a 
string of pennies from the dam to Frank T. 
Crowe Memorial Park in Boulder that 
same day. The 10 miles of pennies are 
expected to make the Guinness Book of 
World Records and raise $8,448. Phone 
Kae Po he at 293-1824 for information. 

Cypress Gardens Water-Ski Revue will 
feature the Florida-based skiers on Lake 
Mead July 31 to August 4. 

Historical Home Tour will explore the 
1930s architecture of Boulder City on 
September 21. 

Waterpower '85, a conference of hydro­
power masterminds, pours into MGM Las 
Vegas on September 23-27. 

Gigantic Downtown Las Vegas Street 
Party will pay homage to the people who 
built the dam with a parade, music, and 
fireworks on September 26. 

Hoover Dam 50th Anniversary celebra­
tion in Boulder City is a tribute to the dam 
and the fashions and music of the 1930s 
on September 28. Festivities begin with a 
pancake breakfast 'and parade to Gazebo 
Park, followed by old-time games, '30s 
music, a fashion review, and an antique 
car show. There also will be a Depression 
Dinner (reasonably priced) and an eve­
ning street dance. 

President Reagan has been invited to 
preside over Hoover's commemorative 
ceremonies, just as Franklin D. Roosevelt 
did 50 years ago when the whole dam 
thing began. 

For more information on events call 
the Boulder City Chamber of Commerce 
at 293-2034 or Las Vegas Events and Beth 
Thomas at 368-2885. The area code 
throughout Nevada is 702.- Jim Crandall 



The powerhouse has 17 turbines, nine on the Arizona side and 
eight on the Nevada side of the river. The turbines, each 

powerful enough to serve a city of 65,000 people, are star attractions 
of the guided tours conducted by Bureau of Reclamation 

guides every day 

Scenic Side Trips 
Unique ways to hover over and under the dam. 

Tours of the dam's interior and 
power plant are conducted every 
day by Bureau of Reclamation 

guides. But if you'd like to try another 
view, here are some choice perspectives: 

By Ship: The excursion boat Echo de­
parts four times daily from lake Mead 
Marina and swings within shouting dis­
tance of the dam's rim. The cruise lasts 
about 75 minutes and costs $6.50 for 
adults and $4 for children under 12. Bus 
tours with the voyage are available 
through las Vegas hotels. Call 736-6180. 
(Nevada's area code is 702.) 

By Raft: This view is from the bottom 
of the dam, where serene but scenic raft 
trips to Willow Beach, 11 miles downriver, 
are launched by Black Canyon Inc. Meet­
ing place is the Gold Strike Inn, three 
miles west of the dam. The cost is $44.95 
for adults and $25 for children under 12, 

which includes lunch and a ride back to 
the Gold Strike. Rafting with transporta­
tion from and to las Vegas hotels is 
$58.50. Call 384-1234 or 800-634-6579. 

BYO Boat: You can take your own raft 
or canoe downriver if you get a permit 
from the Bureau of Reclamation. Call 293-
8356 in advance. Permit includes a vessel 
inspection and escort to a secret launch 
site below the dam. 

By Plane: The Cessnas of lake Mead 
Air, based at Boulder City Airport, buzz 
the dam daily. Rides are $15 per person 
with a two-person minimum. Grand Can­
yon trips, too. Call 293-1848. Other air­
lines offer similar flights from Vegas. 

By Helicopter: Several outfits offer 
tours out of las Vegas. For example, 
Action Jet Helicopters, 736-1352, has a 
half-hour tour of the city and dam for $50 
per person.-David Moore 

Fact Finders 
Travel and reading tips 

To help plan a Southern Nevada­
Hoover Dam vacation, you can call 
(area code 702) or write these organ­

izations for brochures. and information: 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Visitor 

Services, Box 299, Boulder . City, NV 
89005; 293-8367 

lake Mead Ntnl. Rec. Area, 601 Nevada 
Hwy., Boulder City, NY. 89005; 293-4041. 

Boulder City Chamber of Commerce, 
1497 Nevada Hwy., Boulder City, NV 
89005; 293-2034. 

Henderson Chamber, 100 E.lake Mead, 
Henderson, NV. 89015; 565-8951. 

las Vegas Events, Attn. Beth Thomas, 
1900 East Flamingo, Suite 159; las Vegas, 
NY. 89109; 368-2885. 

las Vegas Chamber, 2301 East Sahara, 
las Vegas, NV. 89104; 457-4664. 

Nevada Commission on Tourism, Car­
son City, NV. 89710; 885-4322. 0 
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ALL ROOMS, SUN:-THURS. 
The Maxim is known as the 'Toast Of The 
Town," with 800 rooms, three restaurants, 
entertainment and all of the fun and games 
that have made Las Vegas famous. Call today 
for reservations and toast your good fortune 
with our low room rates. 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-634-6987 
160 East Flamingo· Las Vegas, Nevada 89109 
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BOULDER CITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
Chamber Foundation 
1497 Nevada Highway 
Boulder City, NV 89005 

Bert Hansen, President, 293-2034 

VISITORS BUREAU 
1228 Arizona Street 
Boulder City, NV 89005 

John and Sharon Pilgrim, 293-4911 

FISHER PEN CO. 
711 Yucca Street 
Boulder City, NV 89005 

Paul Fisher, 293-3011 
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BOULDl 
w E L c o 

You are cordially invited to join us in 
Boulder City on Saturday, September 28, 
1985, to help celebrate Hoover Dam's 
50th Anniversary. 

A fun-filled day has been planned by 
community organizations. The festivities 
will begin with a pancake breakfast in 
early morning. Then a colorful parade 
will march and roll through town, ending 
at beautiful Gazebo Park. 

At the park you'll be able to step right 
back into the Boulder City of the 
1930s, when the town was built to house 
dam employees. There will be lots of 
games - such as 3-legged races, 
pie-eating contests, and the always popular 
egg toss - and everyone will have a 
chance to win prizes. 

Also, there will be '30s music, a '30s 
fashion show, and '30s treats like 5-cent 
coffee. lO-cent sodas. 50-cent hotdogs. 
and low-priced beer. 

After a delicious Depression Dinner 
(which will have a reasonable price. of 
course) the day will end with entertainment 
and a street dance. 

It will be an exciting. old-fashioned 
good time. and all proceeds will go toward 
community projects. See you there! 

M 

(FOR MORE INFORMAT 

EL RANCHO BOULDER MOTEL 
725 Nevada Highway 
Boulder City, NV 89005 

George and Theda Cox. 293-1085 



~R CITY 
E S • y o u 

• PANCARE BREAKFAST 

• PARADE 

• GAMES 

• CONTESTS 

• CONCERTS 

• OLD CARS 

• CARNIVAL 

• DEPRESSION DINNER 

ION CALL 702-293-5637) 

HOOVER DAM STORE 
p. O. Box 853 
Boulder City. NV 89005 

Kae and Liz Pohe. 293-1823 

GARREn' GREATER NEVADA PROPERTIES 
554 Nevada Highway 
Boulder City. NV 89005 

Elton M. Garrett. 293-3333 

HOOVER DAM SNACI(ETERIA 
p. O. Box 5 
Boulder City. NV 89005 

Bert Hansen. 293-4364 
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HORSE SENSE & NONSENSE 

Just Tell Me 
Where It Hurts 

When Curley the barb er turned chiropractor, 
he created more than a headache for 

Doc Irvine to fix. 

By Harry E. Webb 

Our chiropractor in Elko was the 
most knowledgeable "bone crush­
er" I have known, and I have 

visited so many I might be called an au­
thority on the art of "manipulation." 

Dr. Irvine came to Elko in the early '20s 
and had his ad flashed on the theater 
screen at intervals, which really got him 
known in a hurry. His message, "Come in 
and let me cure you\: headache free," had 
sufferers flocking to his third-floor office. 

One person who took advantage of the 
generous offer was our local barber Cur­
ley, a bull-necked fellow with Atlas mus­
cles. As Doc Irvine later related the 
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experience to me, Curley came in com­
plaining of an awful headache. 

"Where is it, Curley, front or back?" he 
was asked. 

"Hell, I don't know," Curley replied. 
"It's all over!" 

"M-m-huh," grunted Doc as he felt 
about the patient's neck and explained at 
great length the cause of most headaches. 
Then, catching Curley off guard, he snap­
ped his chin over a shoulder, and after a 
vigorous massage Curley was asked about 
his headache. "By God, Doc," Curley said, 
"she's gone!" 

Now, barbers and bartenders being 

known as the most voluble of any human 
class, they are also credited with having a 
cure for most ailments. So it was with 
Curley. When Charley Sewell came in for 
a shave one morning, and Curley fished 
out a steaming beard-softener, Sewell 
said, "Wish you'd put one of them hot 
towels across my forehead, Curley. I got a 
busting headache. I'd take Doc Irvine up 
on his free cure if I had time but I've got to 
catch this train for Salt Lake." 

"Well, we'll fix Mr. Headache in jig 
time," Curley promised as he returned the 
towel to the steam tank. "Sit up and tell me 
where it hurts the most." 

"All I know," came the reply, "is that it 
feels like a man in there running a jack­
hammer." 

Curley ran his thumbs from skull bone 
to spine. "Yep. Just as I suspected. It's a 
slight case of occipitalis, which means a 
muscle spasm is pressing the occipital 
bone tight against one side of the trans-
verse crest. But we'll " 

"Well, I'll be doggone, Curley," Sewell 
said in an amazed tone. "Where in Sam 
Hill did you learn all that stuff?" 

"Oh," Curley modestly admitted, "I 
just picked up a bit here and there on 
anatomy as I went along." Waggling 
Sewell's chin and skull in his ham-size 
hands, he gave a sudden snap that brought 
a yelp. "Whambo," Curley said, "that got 
'er!" 

Whether it got the headache or not is 
beside the point, but as Doc Irvine later 
explained it left him with the knottiest 
problem of his chiropractic career. "I 
heard steps racing up the stair flights," he 
said, "and was thinking the building was 
on fire when in came Curley wild eyed 
and out of breath. 'Doc: he wheezed, 
'come quick. Think I broke CharIey 
Sewell's neck!' 

"When we got to his shop I was out of 
breath, too, but one glance at Charley and 
I was too scared to breathe anyway. There 
he lay with his eyes bugged out and his 
chin resting on his left shoulder. Hell, no, 
he couldn't talk. He couldn't do nothin' 
We didn't dare try to get him to my office, 
so I went to work. Had to go easy or I'd 
finish what Curley had damn near already 
done, and by the time I got that occipital 
bone back in place half of Elko was 
crowding in the shop to see what had hap­
pened! 

"But I'll bet a dollar against a hole in a 
donut 01' Curley will stick to barbering 
and let me do the manipulating around 
here. In fact he agreed that it was a little 
different than bulldogging a steer and he 
guessed it was a case of each man to his 
own trade." 0 

The late Harry E. Webb was a cowboy, novelist, 
and Nevada rancher. He was honored by the 
Cowboy Hall of Fame in 1984. 



THE 
LITTLE 
GIANT 

CARSONCITY 
The little giant. YES, that's us. Carson City, the 
capital of Nevada. The little giant, because we 
pack more fun and excitement into a weekend 
than any other place we know. Only in Carson 
City on June 15 & 16 will you find the Kit Carson 
Rendezvous, complete with Indian village, to 
kick off the wagon train as it prepares to leave 
on it s annual trek across the Sierra to 
Sacramento. August 23·25 we've got the 
Western Divisional Old Time Fiddlers Contest. 
The last weekend in September marks the 
World's Eighth International Whistle·Off with 
the finest melodic whistling in the world. 
October 31 may be Halloween for some, but for 
Nevadans it's Nevada Day. It's a day the whole 
state comes to the little giant. Be sure to stop by 
the Capitol Building. It's just as impressive 
Inside as I t is outside. November 30th marks the 
start of Rally Week with events for the whole 

family as excitement builds for the Carson City 
International Pro Rally on December 6, 7, 8. 
Carson City may b e small, but don't let that 
worry you. w e make up for it in a big way. Send 
us the c oupon and w e'll let you know more 
about .. The Little Giant! -------• Carson City Tourism Authority III 
I 
I 

P .O . Box 1416 
Carson City, NV. 89702 
1·800-634·8700; in Nevada 1·883·7442 

Nanle ____________________________ ___ 

I Address __________________________ ___ 

I City -------------------------------

I 
I 
I 
I 

• sta_te, ZiP ___ _ - -~~~ 



For Diane Dunn, Ne­
vada is a mystical 
place, full of won­
ders and surprises. 
She tries to inject 
that spirit into her 
landscapes and what 
she calls her mytho­
logical pictures. 

Born and raised in Washington, D.C., 
Dunn majored in art at Washington Uni­
versity in St. Louis and received a master's 
from the Cranbrook Academy in Detroit. 
A New York City advertising career was 
squelched, however, when she visited 
Reno in 1980. "I was intrigued by the im­
mensity of Nevada, by the desert light, 
and by the lack of people." 

She saw an ad in the Reno Gazette-
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Journal and went to work for the Sierra 
Arts Foundation's artist-in-residence pro­
gram. During the next few years, on behalf 
of both the foundation and the Nevada 
State Council on the Arts, she worked in 
towns and schools throughout the state. "I 
was fascinated by the kids' abilities to tell 
stories with pictures. They'd just put all 
the things that were important to them 
down on paper-mom, dad, the dog, the 
cat, some birds. There was a real expres­
sive freedom in that, and it influenced my 
work." 

She was influenced also by Nevada's 
small-town life. "You wind up teaching 
everyone from the kids to the senior citi­
zens, and then meeting the brothers and 
fathers and sisters and being included as 
one of the family. It's so incredibly un-

usual, but I think that's the way communi­
ties were meant to be." 

Dunn says that animals migrated into 
her work one by one. First came pelicans, 
which she saw one day at Pyramid Lake. 
Then came fish. "They're spiritual, a sym­
bol of the water that is so crucial to life in 
the desert. They bring life and movement 
to my work." The 32-year-old artist dis­
plays her paintings at the Jennifer Pauls 
Gallery in Sacramento and her home 
studio at 2845 Idlewild Drive in Reno. 

Her ambition? "To stay and paint my 
impressions of Nevada. You know, a friend 
asked me why I didn't return to the East to 
pursue my career. But those places seem 
like they're a million years old. With 
Nevada, though, it's like God made it 
yesterday." -Je 



·'Front Porch Fish," 
Watercolor 18x24" 
"That was my home on Ralston 
Street in Reno. When 1 moved 
out, 1 did the painting as a 
farewell. 1 have a lot of fond 
memories of that house. 1 tried 
to impart the sense of 'otherness' 
1 felt about leaving. The black 
door signifies the ending of a 
time. The fish give it movement. 
The bicycle is suspended on a 
stand because 1 had a broken 
shoulder and couldn't ride. 1 race 
bicycles." 

"Fish and Pelicans," 
Watercolor 18x24" 
"1 was at Pyramid Lake painting 
a landscape. All of a sudden 
these pelicans flew by. 1 mean, 1 
had no idea there were pelicans 
in the desert! 1 just had to 
include them in that painting." 

"The Christmas Picture," 
Watercolor 24x18" 

"1 did that painting as a 
Christmas present for a friend. 1 

invited all my animal friends, 
and some of his, too. The Joshua 

tree is the Ch ristmas tree. It's 
sort of a desert nativity scene." 
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PHOTO CONTEST! 

SthAnnual 
Great Nevada 
Picture Hunt 
The search is on for photographs that tell 
it all in Nevada Magazine's yearly frame-up. 

Professional and amateur camera 
slingers are invited to shoot it out 
for cash, fame, and glory in NelHlda 

Magazine 's 1985 Great evada Picture 
Hunt. This year's showdown features 
more than $500 in prize money and sev­
eral new categories to draw a bead on . 

Top cash prizes are: first place, $250; 
second, $125; third, $75; fourth, $50; 
fifth, $25. Sixth through 15th will choose 
between evada T-shirts or suspenders. 
Special categories- the winners also get 
T-shirts or suspenders-include people, 
events, nature, wildlife, ghost towns, 
scenics, ranch life, outdoor recreation, 
gaming, and entertainment. Most fin­
ishers will be featured in upcoming issues 
of the magazine. So, take your best shot. 

The contest is free and open to all pho­
tographers . The deadline is June 30, 
1985. Rules must be followed exactly, or 
entries will be disqualified . The entry 
form must be signed and included with 
your photos. Only one entry form (with 
one photographer's work) is allowed in 
each package. 

Contest Rules: It's a Snap 
All photos submitted must be unpub­
lished and taken in Nevada. You can 
enter up to five black-and-white prints 
and up to five color slides or prints- a 
maximum of 10 entries in all. Your name 
and address must be on the back of each 
print or slide, plus the title, location, or a 
brief description . 

Color slides must be 35mm or larger 
transparencies. (If possible, present in a 
see-through plastic sleeve. Don't use 
metal or glass slide holders .) Color prints 
and black-and-white prints must be 8x8" 
to llx14", glossy or matte (not silk fin­
ish), and unmounted. 

Be sure to enclose a self-addressed 
stamped envelope (no checks or loose 
stamps) and proper packing materials 
such as cardboard to assure your photos' 
safe return . No pick-ups at the office will 
be allowed . Send your entries in a pack­
age no larger than 12x16" 

The Judges: Stay in Focus 
The judges will be Cliff Segerblom, How­
ard Hickson, and Caroline J. Hadley. 
Segerblom, from Boulder City, is an 
artist, photographer, and former munici­
pal judge. His photos have appeared in 
Time, Life, SUIlSfI, Arizolla Higlrways , U.S. 
Camera , and Nevada. Hickson is an artist 
and photographer and the director of the 
Northeastern Nevada Museum in Elko. 
He also is the originator of the museum's 
traveling photo show, Nevada 85 (see 
feature starting on page 38). Hadley, a 

well-known Nevada mule skinner, is the 
editor and publisher of Nevada Magazille. 

A few tips from the judges: The black­
and-white categories are wide open­
there were few b&w entries last year 
Keep your work in sharp focus, be crea­
tive with cropping, and don't be afraid to 
enter unique or unusual photos . Make 
sure to follow all the rules carefully and 
to send in your entries by June 30, 1985. 
Then just sit back and wait. When the 
smoke clears, we11 see who are the best 
shots in the West . 0 

ENTRY FORM: Deadline-June 30, 1985 

Number of entries: Black-and-White Prints __ (up to 5) 

Color Slides or Color Prints __ (up to 5) 

Total __ (upt010) 

Name ____________________________________________________ _ 

Address __________________________________________________ __ 

City ________________________ _ 

State & Zip _______________________ _ 

Day Phone __________________________ _ 

Send with entries to : Nevada Magazine, Great Nevada Picture Hunt, 
Capitol Complex, Carson City, NY 89710-0005 
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Virginia 8r Truckee 

The V&Ts 110-year-old Inyo chugs out of the museum on special holidays to preen and steam for visitors. 

After a life-saving side trip to Hollywood, 
the richest railroad on earth is steaming up again. 

A century ago the Virginia & Truckee 
Railroad was rich and famous. By 
1950 the last of its rolling stock was 

bound for either Hollywood or the junk­
yard. Fortunately, the V&T was able to 
survive by going out of business. 

Today in Carson City, thanks to the 
Virginia & Truckee Railroad Museum, we 
can enjoy the sight of the old line's freshly 
restored cars and engines. On holiday 
weekends we also can listen to the nostal­
gic blast of steam whistles, a sound that 
dates back to Nevada's bonanza days. 

When the V&T first steamed up in 
1869, Virginia City was still a young town, 
and las Vegas and Reno were little more 
than blips on the map. Pioneering Ne­
vadans like Dan De Quille, Adolph Sutro, 
and V&T manager Henry Yerington rode 
in the line's elegant coaches. So did Ulysses 
S. Grant, Rutherford B. Hayes, Theodore 
Roosevelt, and Herbert Hoover. 

But it was freight, not passengers, that 
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By Buddy Frank 

gave the Virginia & Truckee its reputation 
as the richest railroad in the world. More 
than $400 million in silver and gold were 
dug from the hills around Virginia City, 
and most of it was hauled away by the 
short line. 

The V&T was built by William Sharon, 
Thomas Bell, William Ralston, J.D. Fry, 
and D.O. Mills. From the Virginia City 
mines it ran to mills on the Carson River 
and then to Carson City. There bullion 
was unloaded and Sierra timbers were 
piled high for the return trip to the mines, 
where they were used to brace under­
ground tunnels or for fuel. In 1871 the 
tracks were extended to Reno and the 
Truckee River, linking the V&T to the rest 
of the country. 

In time the so-called "Bonanza Road" 
had 27 engines and more than 460 coaches 
and freight cars. But just like the mines, 
the railroad was doomed to a cycle of 
boom and bust. By 1900 the mines' rich 

ore was nearly exhausted, and after 1920 
the only traffic leaving Virginia City con­
sisted of residents. 

The company built a branch line to 
Minden in 1906, and a daily mixed train 
carried freight and passengers from Reno 
to Carson. But neither run paid the bills, 
and in 1924 V&T stockholders received 
their last dividends. 

While other railroads built stream­
liners and converted to diesel, the V&Ts 
managers were forced to repair their out­
of-date steam engines at the Carson City 
roundhouse. The money-strapped rail­
road became a rolling museum. 

Hollywood was quick to discover this 
bonanza. Westerns were good box-office 
attractions in the late '30s and early '40s, 
and the studios were shopping for period 
antiques to stock their back lots. The V&T 
was an eager seller. 

The sale of equipment not only kept 
the V&T in business for an extra 10 years 



but also propelled the Comstock steamcars 
into railroad celebrity. Nearly 100 movies 
and TV shows, from the classic Great Loco­
motive Chase to prime time's Wild Wild 
West, were filmed aboard the same trains 
that once carried millionaires John Mackay 
and Sandy Bowers. Whether it was Mich­
ael Landon riding back to the Little House 
on the Prairie or John Wayne posing as 
McLintock, the props were invariably V &T. 

Those cameos are the only reason that 
the Virginia & Truckee survives as the 
best example of 19th-century railroading. 

W hen hard times hit the big stu­
dios in 1970, the trains, decaying 
as they sat on spurs in East Los 

Angeles, were again put up for sale. 
Happily, this time the tables were turned. 
Prodded by railroad buffs, the Ne­
vada Legislature in 1971 authorized funds 
to repurchase much of the stock. The 
triumphant return of Engine No. 25 from 
the RKO lot was made on Nevada Day, 
October 31, 1971. 

It was, however, a bittersweet home­
coming. After the parade down Carson 
Street the engine was hooked to a string of 
cars obtained from Paramount and parked 
south of town. It was more an eyesore 
than a display, and subsequent Eagle 
Valley winters added to the damage. A 
V&T sibling had come home, but it was 
hard to believe that this train once had 
shared billing with Betty Grable in The 
Beautiful Blonde from Bashful Bend. 

Despite the lack of money to restore 
No. 25, another purchase opportunity in 
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The Virginia & Truckee, like its name, joined 
Virginia City with the Truckee River in Reno. 

1974 was too good for the state to pass up. 
Two of the line's classic engines, the In yo 
and Dayton, were being sold by Para­
mount. But there were strings. The studio 
had loaned the 1870s-era locomotives to 
the National Park Service for display at 
the Golden Spike National Historic Site in 
Promontory, Utah. There they were dis­
guised as Central Pacific's Jupiter and 
Union Pacific's No. 119 to commemorate 
the completion of the transcontinental 
railroad in 1869. If Nevadans wanted their 
machines back, they would have to pay 
immediately but leave them in Utah until 
replacements could be found. 

The state met Paramount's conditions 
and put the engines on layaway. The 
strange agreement turned out to be a 
blessing. If the lnyo and Dayton had been 
delivered upon payment, they, too, would 
have been left outdoors to rot. 

The engines' fortunes improved as 
Nevadans prepared for the 1976 bicen­
tennial celebration. Funding that might 
have been killed in a budget-conscious 
session today was approved by the 1975 
legislature for a storage building in Car­
son City. A cosmetic restoration of Engine 
No. 25- giving it a shine but no steam­
was also authorized. 

Then the collection was transferred 
from State Parks to the State Museum, and 
a separate curator, Richard Datin, was 
given the task of reversing the railroad's 
aging process. Datin had been a model 
builder in Southern California, creating 
special effects for movies and TV In fact, 
that background fit right in with the V&T, 

-

whose engines Reno and Genoa remain the 
most-copied miniatures ever to circle a 
Christmas tree. Datin also had spent sev­
eral years with the Nevada Historical 
Society and UNR Special Collections in 
Reno, an experience that helps him un­
ravel V&T fact from fiction . For instance, 
many old-timers swear that the coaches 
always were painted yellow with green 
trim, but the railroad's records show that 
maroon, green, and "fawn" were just as 
common. 

W ith a full-time cu rator and new 
home, the V&T hit pay dirt 
again when the Fleischmann 

Foundation granted $750,000 to build a 
workshop and pay for several restorations. 
The timing was perfect. The State of Cali­
fornia was finishing its splendid Railroad 
Museum in Sacramento, and the Nevada 
museum was able to bring in some of that 
project's alumni. Short Line Enterprises, a 
California restoration firm with its own 
V&T collection, went to work in Carson 
City. 

Another gift from the Golden Bear 
State came in the form of historian Stephen 
Drew, curator of the Sacramento museum 
and also the country's leading authority 
on the V&T. Drew, Datin, and others 
documented each piece of equipment in 
the collection, from spikes to baggage 
cars. 

That was a critical step in the restora­
tion program. For example, the appearance 
of the Inyo changed drastically between its 
construction in 1875 and its sale to Para-

Four display tracks and one restoration track groan with the wealth of iron in the massive 
museum. At left, the Glenbrook awaits a facelift. At right, the Inyo simply gleams. 
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Back from Utah, the old Inyo engine and tender get sandblasted by craftsman Kim Hom. 
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mount in 1937 At first a wood burner, it 
was converted to coal and then to oil. 
Headlights, smokestacks, and running gear 
were replaced and modified along the 
way. The museum had to decide which 
Inyo to restore and then make sure that it 
was done authentically. 

The two engines from Utah finally 
arrived in 1978, and five years later the 
Inyo steamed out of the workshop just as 
she looked in 1890 after being outfitted 
with a new set of air brakes. The Dayton, 
which served as the line's snowplow, was 
returned to her glory days of 1882. Old 
No. 25 today gets up a head of steam just 
as she did in 1935. 

While the engines' rehabilitation pro­
gressed, the museum opened on May 31, 
1980, exactly 30 years after the railroad 
made its last revenue run from Reno to 
Carson City. 

Like its namesake, the V&T collection 
is not the biggest display of railroading in 
the country, but it can lay claim to being 
one of the best. Four main tracks are 
jammed full of rolling stock in various 
stages of repair, and there's an informative 
exhibit area detailing the story of the 
"Silver Short Line." 

The restoration work is a tribute to old­
fashioned craftsmanship. Last season vis­
itors watched as technicians restored Kim­
ball Coach No. 4 to its former elegance, 
giving it an interior of hand-rubbed laurel, 
redwood, and maple. Projects will be in 
public view this summer. 

The locomotives also are works of art. 
The average steam engine will get your 
clothes dirty from half a block away, but a 
V&T locomotive makes you feel under­
dressed as it preens in brilliant colors and 
polished brass. 

On special weekends, the fireboxes are 
lit, and one or more of the engines are 
rolled out onto the tracks in front of the 
museum. Old-timers smile as the steam 
whistles echo again through the valley. 
Children stare in wonder. 

As the pistons hiss and oil smoke wafts 
in the air, visitors may feel sad that the old 
railroad didn' t make it. But they'll also be 
glad that it had the chance to come back 
home. 0 

Buddy Frank hopes to catch the next steam-up 
on Memorial Day weekend. 

Where to nnd It 
The V&T collection, which will be re­
named the Nevada State Railroad Museum 
this summer, is located at 2180 South Car­
son Street on U.S. 395 in Carson City. The 
museum is open Friday, Saturday, Sun­
day, and on holidays from May 24 to 
October 27 

This year the museum is having five 
steam-ups. The first is May 26-27, on 
Memorial Day weekend. Others are July 



Disguised as a Northern Pacific engine, the Inyo and its tender co-starred with Joel McCrea in 
TheVirginian, a 1946 Paramount release. From 1937 to 1979 the colorful engines and cars of the 
V&T helped win the West in Hollywood, a film career that saved the railroad from extinction. 

4-5, August 3-4, September 1-2, and Oc­
tober 26-27 Admission is free . Call 702-
885-4810 or 885-5168 for more infor­
mation. 

Riding the New V8rT 
The Y&T restorations in Carson City are 
beautifully done, but steam engines were 
meant to pull cars, and cars to carry 
people. If you're looking for such a ride, 
travel 14 miles northeast of Carson City to 
the V&T's birthplace, Virginia City. 

There, Tom Gray and his crew operate 
a summertime tourist line that follows the 
old railroad bed two miles from near St. 
Mary's in the Mountains Catholic Church 
to Tunnel No. 4 on the back side of Gold 
Hill. The main season is Memorial Day to 
Labor Day, but the train runs some week­
ends in September and October. Phone 
702-847-0380 for details. 

Gray's V&T Railroad, which his father, 
Bob, revived in 1976, doesn't include 
original equipment, but a ride behind 
his 2-8-0 steam engine, called No. 29, still 
offers a feel for the V & T that you' ll cherish 
and long remember. Also, while in town 
you can see the original No. 27 locomotive 
near the old depot on E Street. 

If you're on the road, the California 
State Railroad Museum in Sacramento is 
now home to the V&T's Genoa, J. W. Bowker, 
and Empire locomotives. The Tahoe is 

displayed in the Pennsylvania Historical 
Museum in Strasburg. The most famous 
of all the line's engines is still around, too. 
The beautiful Reno resides in the Old 
Tucson theme park in Arizona, where she 
occasionally toots her whistle for visiting 
Hollywood film crews. 

V8rT Bookshelf 
Dozens of books have been written about 
the V&T, but two stand out as exceptional 
works. 

Lucius Beebe deserves as much credit 
as anyone for putting the railroad on the 
historical map. Of his many books on the 
subject, Steamcars to the Comstock, with 
Charles Clegg as coauthor, first released 
in 1957, is the best. Beebe operated Virginia 
City's Territorial Enterprise and wrote Steam­
cars with the same flowery style he used in 
the newspaper. 

While Beebe's book will never be out­
done in romantic prose, it lacks detail and, 
in places, historical accuracy. Those over­
sights have been corrected by The Silver 
Short Line, published in 1983. It's clear that 
authors Ted Wurm and Harre Demoro, 
like Beebe, are madly in love with the old 
railroad, but this volume combines ro­
mance with thorough research and 390 
photographs. The excellent gathering of 
photos is made even richer by the authors' 
own snapshots. 0 

EARN 

INTEREST 
That's right , American 
Investors can offer you 
18% INTEREST on 
your SAVINGS secured 
by short term LOANS 
on appreciating 
Nevada property. Max­
fmize the return on 
your savings. Keep 
ahead of inflation. 
Talk to American 
Investors Today!... 

AN IDEAL 
INVESTMENT 
FOR: 

• INDIVIDUALS 
• TRUSTS 
• PENSION AND 

PROFIT 
SHARING 
PLANS 

Altt... 
AMERICAN 
INVESTORS 
"PEOPLE YOU 
CAN TALK TO" 

347 South Wells Avenue 
Reno, NV 89502 

786-1633 
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You'll find a world of fun at Ben 
Cartwright's Ponderosa Ranch, 
home of TV's legendary 
"Bonanza" series. 

Tour the Cartwright Ranch 
House, complete with authentic 
antiques and artifacts of the Old 
West. 

Visit the Silver Dollar 
Saloon, and explore an entire 
Western town! 

Enjoy great chuckwagon 
grub and take home our famous 
tin cup as a souvenir. 

For kids, there's the Mystery 
Mine, and of course, horseback 
riding. 

We're adding more fun each 
year. Come live the legend! 
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LETTERS (Continued from page 46) 

building near Tonopah on page 8, 1 be­
lieve, should be credited as mine. I realize 
that Alvin Mclane travels many of the 
same routes as I and has a good eye, but I 
don't recall him being next to me as I 
composed the photo. Your use of black 
and white photos in the issue looks great. 
A nice touch. 

Dancing Rattlers 

Bob Goodman 
Reno, NV. 

I just wanted to let you know that I really 
enjoy my Nevada Magazine. The photog­
raphy is excellent, and I really enjoy read­
ing about Nevada history and places to 
visit in the state. I recently visited the 
Yerington/ Virginia City/ Carson City part 
of the state for the first time- your articles 
helped prepare me for what to see and do. 
My only complaint is that the magazine is 
not published monthly. 

Art Vollmer 
Las Vegas, NV. 

P.S.: The "dancing " rattlesnakes shown in 
David Moore's "Poisonous Creatures" 
(March/ April '85) are getting ready to 
mate. The "dancing" is part of their court­
ship behavior. 

Good Words from the Big Boys 
I get half a ton of assorted mail and 
magazines these days. But every other 
month, as I sort through the pile and find 
Nevada, I have to take time out and enjoy 
great photography and fun reading. You 
do a terrific job. I trust the good people of 
Nevada appreciate your magazine as I do. 

Dick Harris 
Readers Digest Workshop Consultant 

La Jolla, CA. 

In the March/ April '85 edition I was so 
happy to see Phil Penn's watercolors. I 
don't profess to be knowledgeable in art, 
but I sure know what I like and Phil Penn 
is an outstanding artist. If I had the money 
and the space required, I'd have his paint­
ings all over the house. 

I'm sure glad he left Lockheed and 
California. He belongs in Nevada. 

Sandy Hammargren 
Winnemucca, NV. 

Help Wanted in Ohio 
I've been wondering where my Nevada 
Magazine is as I go nuts if I don't have my 
Nevada "fix" every couple of months. 

Riley B. Bonham 
Shaker Heights, OH. 

You moved so we shipped you another copy 
when we discovered your whereabouts.-Ed. 

Thanks for two great years! Here's my 
renewal for two more and please rush my 
T-shirt. Nevada makes Ohio easier to live 
with. 

Andrew Zitzman 
Toledo,OH. 





THE NEVIDI CILENDIR 
May & June 1995 

Your complete day-by-day guide to events and celebrations in the Silver State. 
Compiled by Melissa Loomis 

Arnie and Friends at Tahoe and Sparks 
Veteran golfers like Arnold Palmer (above) and 
loyal fans like Arnie's Army will invade the lush 
lakeside links of Edgewood Lake Tahoe during 
its latest major tournament-the U.S. Senior 
Open Championship on June 24-30. Palmer will 
join such celebrated over-50 players as Billy 
C!isper, Gene Littler, Lee Elder, and defending 
cham p Miller Barber. The play should be an 
intense spectacle of skill and concentration as 
these golf masters compete for the lion's share 
of a $225,000 purse as well as the title of 
national senior champion. 

For Edgewood, hosting the tournament is 
reward enough, especially since the course was 
little more than a cow pasture 20 years ago. In 
Nevada's early days Carson Valley ranchers 
Dave and Unity Park bought the meadowland 
for summer grazing. The two-story white house 
that sits just across U.S. 50 from the course, 
Friday's Station, was Nevada's westernmost 
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Pony Express stop. It is now a private home. 
In 1967 descendents Brooks Park and Mar· 

garet Pruett decided to build an elegant golf 
course on the shore. George Fazio laid it out, and 
Orrin Vincent, a former player on the PGA tour, 
became golf director. Soon cart-riding golfers 
replaced the cattle, and the course's reputation 
grew. Five years ago Edgewood hosted the U.S. 
Amateur Public Links Championship. Last No­
vember Golf Digest rated Edgewood as one of 
the top 1 0 public courses in the country and ran a 
centerfold of the layout. 

Despite its beauty, the course is a devil ish 
challenge. The 7,477-yard layout-shortened to 
7,055 forthe tourney-has water on 13 holes, 77 
sand traps, thick rough, and slick greens. Special 
tee decks, backed up for long hitters, have been 
isolated until play begins. Leader boards and 
four miles of underground cable have been 
installed for scoring. Positions forthe cameras of 

ESPN, which will telecast the event nationally, 
have been plotted. 

On June 24 the players shoot the first of three 
practice rounds. Then begins the serious play by 
some of the world's best golfers. 

Ticket prices range from $8 for one day's 
admission during practice rounds to $20 for 
admission to the grounds and clubhouse on 
Sunday, June 30, for the final round. Seven-day 
passes are available, too. For more information 
call 702-588-0PEN. For lodging in the South 
Lake Tahoe area call toll-free 800-822-5922. 

Earlier in the season, June 3-9, the Wildcreek 
Golf Course in Sparks will host the Champions 
Classic '85. Formerly the Gatlin Brothers Senior 
Golf Classic, the tourney will feature top senior 
players again this year. For information on the 
Champions Classic, call 702-322-0255. 

-James McKimmey 



LAS VEGAS TEBBITOBY 

May 
World Series of Poker, 4/30-5/23, tournaments 
end wi th the 4-day Hold 'Em ($10,000 buy-in) 
championship, Binion's Horseshoe, 382-1600 
Flreflghtlng Equipment Exhibit, thru 10/ 11 
equipment used in Las Vegas, Goldfield, and 
other towns from 1900 to 1940s, Nevada State 
Museum and Historical Society, 385-0115 
Alan King/Caesars Palace Tennis Classic, 
thru 5/5 (tentative), top men pros compete for 
$500,000 purse, Caesars Palace, 731-7865 
Photo Exhibit, thru 6/9, photographs of lichens, 
Museum of Natural History, UN LV, 739-3381 
Callville Bay Resort Grand Opening, 1, Lake 
Mead, 293-1904 
Las Vegas Stars v, Vancouver Canadians, 1-4, 
triple-A pro baseball, 7:35pm, Cashman Field, 
386-7200 
Art Exhibit, 1-23, Japanese paintings, Char­
leston Heights Arts Center, 386-6383 
Art Exhibit, 1-31 fiber art by Bernice Breedlove, 
oils by Adel Rusk, Lost City Museum, Overton, 
397-2193 
"They're Playing Our Song," 2-11 , musical 
comedy, 8pm Thurs.-Sat., Clark County Com­
munity College Theatre, 643-6060 
Mint 400, 2-5, famous off-road race begins with 
tech inspection Fri. at Mint Hotel; on Sat. racers 
make four laps on a 100-mile course over dirt 
roads, washes, and dry lakes; start-finish line at 
Las Vegas Speed rome, 12 miles north of down­
town; $300,000 purse, Mint Hotel, 385-7440 
" Play On," 2-25, comedy, 8pm Thurs.-Sat., Las 
Vegas Little Theater, 735-0167 
Las Vegas Civic Ballet, 3-5, 8pm Fri., 2pm Sat.­
Sun., $6, seniors and kids 12 and under $5, 
Charleston Heights Arts Center, 386-6384 
May Day Blackjack Tournament, 3-5, Marina 
Hotel, 739-1589 
" Cabaret," 3-19, musical, 8pm Thurs.-Sat., 2pm 
Sun., Judy Bayley Theatre, UNLV, 739-3353 
" The Most Happy Fella," 3-26, musical,8:30pm 
Fri.-Sun., Nevada Musical Theatre Guild, 1671 
Sandalwood Lane, 739-8588 
Jackpot Team Roping, 4, sign-up 9am, events 
10am, free to spectators, Peppermill 's Western 
Village, Mesquite, 346-5232 
Mal Fest, 4-5, live German music, trout on a stick, 
beef, barbecue pork, and Maypole climbing, $6, 
German-American Social Club, 1110 E. Lake 
Mead Blvd., 649-8503 
Black Canyon Jurled Art Show, 4-5, demon­
strations, auctions, music, and food, Recreation 
Center, Boulder City, 293-2034 
Craps Tournament, 4-6, Four Queens, 385-
4011 
Indian Plant Use Program, 5, 1 pm, meet at 

Patriotic Preview 
Most towns in Nevada are planning special 
celebrations for the Fourth of July that include 
parades, barbecues, concerts, and, of course, 
fireworks. Among the busiest towns will be 
Caliente, whose residents are planning four full 
days of events for their 50th annual Indepen­
dence Day celebration. See the end of each 
territory's listing for July 4th events. 

Tuckers Reunited in Vegas 
Fans of rare and unusual cars will have a treat June 6-9 when Tucker automobile owners display their 
1948 classics at the Imperial Palace in Las Vegas. Only 51 of the cars were built, and they were like no 
other car made before. They had radically new safety features and conveniences such as a central 
headlight that turned with the front wheels. All of the autos have been traced by the Tucker 
Automobile Club of America. John Cermak, the club's newsletter editor, says one Tuckerwas hit by a 
train, one was lost in a fire, one is in Brazil, and the other 48 are in private hands in the U.S., 
occasionally changing owners at auctions for as much as $80,000. 

Visitor Center, Valley of Fire State Park, 55 miles 
from Las Vegas, 385-0264 or 385-0200 
Craps Tournament, 5-7 Tropicana, 739-2222 
Las Vegas Stars v. Albuquerque Dukes, 5·8, 
triple-A pro baseball , 1 :35pm Sun., 7:35pm Mon.­
Wed., Cashman Field, 386·7200 
Art Show, 5-30, photography by Tony and Mary 
Scodwell, watercolors by Lucy Foley and Alva 
Shelton, Las Vegas Art Museum, 647-4300 
Photo Exhibit, 5-31 works by Jon Wi net, Fla­
mingo Library, 733-7810 
Concert, 7 featuring soprano Nancy Shade and 
flutist Richard Soule, 8pm, Las Vegas Symphony 
Orchestra, Ham Hall, UNLV, 739-3420 
" Stage Fright," 7 Alfred Hitchcock film, 7pm, 
$1 Charleston Heights Arts Center, 386·6383 
" Coup de Torchon (Clean Slate) ," 7 filmed in 
Africa, 7pm, free, Wright Hall, UNLV, 739-3101 
AII·Star Wrestling, 9, 7:30pm, Showboat Hotel, 
385-9123 
Round Robin Invitational Team Roping, 10-
11 spectators welcome, Peppermill's Western 
Village, Mesquite, 346-5232 
Las Vegas Civic Ballet, 10-12, 8pm Fri., 2pm 
Sat.-Sun., $6, seniors and kids 12 and under $5, 
Charleston Heights Arts Center, 386-6384 
Audubon Hike, 11 8am-noon, walking shoes 
recommended, meet at Spring Mountain Ranch, 
20 miles west of Las Vegas, 875-4141 
" Call of the Wild," 11 children's film, 1 pm, 
Flamingo Library, 733-7810 
Red Rock Hike, 12, guided hike to sandstone 
quarry, 8-11 am, wear sturdy shoes and bring 
water, reservations required, Red Rock Recrea­
tion Lands Visitor Center, 20 miles west of Las 
Vegas, 363-1921 
Art Exhibit, 1 2-6/6, by students and instructors, 
Reed Whipple Cultural Center, 386-6211 
Art Exhibit, 12-6/7 , by Mike McCallum, Flamingo 
Library, 733-7810 
Sam's Town Golf Tournament, 13-16, practice 
round Mon., competition Tues.-Thurs., Sam's Town 
Hotel, 454-8048 
MIllion Dollar Blackjack Tournament, 15-17 
Tropicana Hotel, 739-2105 
Fletcher Jones Charity Horse Show, 16-20, 
sports complex, Tropicana Hotel, 739-2581 

May Blackjack Tournament, 17-19, Marina 
Hotel, 739-1589 
Las Vegas Stars v. Tacoma Tigers, 17-20, 
triple-A pro baseball , 7:35 pm Fri.-Sat. and Mon., 
1 :35pm Sun., Cashman Field, 386-7200 
Lucky Strike Filters Bowling Classic, 17-23, 
open to men and women, $250,000 for first place, 
Sam's Town Bowling Center, 454-8024 
Jazz Concert in the Park, 18, 2-5pm, free, 
Lorenzi Park, 386-6211 
Video Poker Tournament, 1 8, Four Queens, 
385-4011 
Las Vegas Hoble Sailboat Grand Prix, 18-19, 
9am, Lake Mead, 368-2885 

400 Miles of Dirt 
Billed as the world's biggest and richest off-road 
race, Las Vegas' annual Mint 400 draws top 
drivers such as Rod Hall, Roger Mears, and AI 
and Bobby Unser along with their remarkable 
souped-up dirt machines. On Friday, May3, race 
fans can marvel at the off-road cars, trucks, and 
motorcycles during the all-day technical inspec­
tion on Fremont Street in front of the Mint Hotel. 
On Saturday the contest begins at the Las 
Vegas Speed rome, 12 miles north of town, and 
continues on the four-lap, 400-mile desert 
course. Winners in each class will take home 
chunks of the $300,000 purse. 
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It's All in the Cards 
The world's best poker players will gather again this spring for the World Series of Poker at Binion's 
Horseshoe Casino in Las Vegas. From April 30 to May 23, up to 1,300 card sharps will stone-face 
each other in seven card razz, high-low split, seven card high, ace to five draw, deuce to seven, and 
eight other events for more than $3 million in prizes. But it's the four-day hold'em tournament at the 
end of the series that everyone will be waiting for, and the winnerof the $1 0,000 buy-in match will be 
named overall champ. Defending champion Jack Keller will try to equal Stu Ungar's record of two 
consecutive titles, but other greats will be just as determined. Above, Bob Stupack of Vegas World 
and Benny and Jack Binion of the Hoseshoe watch Steve Wynn of the Golden Nugget make a raise 
during a special casino owners' challenge. 

Pan Tournament, 19-22, Union Plaza,386-211 0 
" A Brief Vacation," 21 film, 7pm, free, Wright 
Hall, UNLV, 739-3101 
Las Vegas Stars v. Portfand Beavers, 21 -24, 
triple-A pro baseball, 7:35pm, Cashman Field, 
386-7200 
ESPN Boxing, 23, 6pm, Showboat, 385-9123 
Trio Serenata Concert, 23 and 25, 7pm Thurs., 
2pm Sal., Flamingo Library, 733-7810 
Jim Butler Days Tour, 24-26, to Tonopah for 
annual celebration with visits to the Central Ne­
vada Museum and Belmont Bar; contact Nevada 
Discovery Tours in Las Vegas, 735-5450 
International Festival , 25-26, German food and 
beer, Sal. 1-8pm, Sun. 11 am-8pm, adults $1 
children 12 and under free, German-American 

USing this 
map as a key, .1\raIty """""'~. 
you'll lind each OWrbl 
town's events under ~ ~.Las"';" 
the territory designated ~.~ 
by the Nevada Commission Las ~ .~ .... 
on Tourism. For more travel JeTI{or!j ® 
information, write the Commission '{'11 . 
on Tourism, Capitol Complex. Carson r u.u.;w. 
City, NV. 897 10, Or call 702-885-3636. . 
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Social Club, Convention Center, 649-8503 
Spring Mountain Free Trappers' 8th Annual 
Rendezvous, 25-27 events include shooting 
contests, firestarting, survival trek; site is about50 
miles from Las Vegas in the Spring Mountains, for 
map and information call 386-8746 
Art Exhibit, 26-6/20, ceramics by Michael Ful­
gham, Charleston Heights Arts Center, 386-6383 
Blackjack Tournament, 27-31 ,Desert Inn, 733-
4400 
" On Golden Pond," 28, film, 6:30pm, Flamingo 
Library, 733-7810 
Blackjack Tournament,3D-6/2, first place wins 
$65 ,000 and a new Cad illac, Riviera, 734-5257 
Elks Helldorado Days, 31 -6/9, preceding the 
main events on 5/24-25 are street dances at7pm 
on Fremont SI. downtown; the main celebration 
kicks off on 5/31 with Alabama concert, carnival 
and midway, exhibit hall and Helldorado Village 
Bar open until 6/9; on 6/1 parade at 9am on 
Fremont SI. downtown and the Helldorado Cham­
pionship Rodeo at 7:30pm through 6/5 atThomas 
and Mack Center; on 6/3 golf shoot-out; on 6/4 
Whiskerino Contest at Village Bar; on 6/6-8 Buf­
falo Bill Wild West Show; on 6/9 concert at8pm, 
385-1221 
" Annie," 31 -6/2, musical, 7pm Fri., 2pm Sal.-

Coonskin Alert 
Mountainmen and trappers will parley for two 
big camp-outs this spring to chew the fat and 
compete in the skills that opened the West. The 
Spring Mountain Free Trappers will hold their 
annual rendezvous on May 25-27 in the Spring 
Mountains, about 50 miles northwest of Las 
Vegas. They'll have black-powder rifle and pistol 
shoots, knife and lance contests, and a survival 
trek. In the north, the Kit Carson Rendezvous 
and Wagon Train Days will offer black-powder 
shoots, Indian ceremonial dancing, and plenty 
of food and drink in Carson City on June 15-16. 
There will also be a horse-drawn wagon train 
and an authentic Indian village. 

Fine Art & Quick Draws 
The Black Canyon Juried Art Show in Boulder 
City May 4-5 is both a fine-arts exhibition and a 
social affair, With artists' demonstrations in all 
media, auctions, wine tasting, and music, there 
will be plenty of time for art buffs to mingle with 
the artists and pry from them their secret 
techniques. 

Sun ., Rainbow Company Chi ldren'S Theatre, 
Charleston Heights Arts Center, 386-6553 
Four Queen's 19th Birthday Celebration , 31-
6/9, honors 1966 opening with special prices, 
Four Queens Hotel, 385-4011 

June and July 4th 
Penny Power Project, 1 attempt to get in the 
Guinness Book of Records by laying 10 miles of 
pennies from Hoover Dam to BoulderCity, part of 
the 50th anniversary celebration of Hoover Dam, 
368-2885 or 293-5637 
Photo Exhibit, 1-8/31 by GaryAdams, Lost City 
Museum, Overton, 397-2193 
Craps Tournament, 2-4, Tropicana, 739-2105 
Las VegasStarsv. Phoenix Giants, 2-5,triple-A 
pro baseball , 7:35pm, Cashman Field, 386-7200 
Pioche High Country Tour, 2-6, car caravan to 
Pioche to join a wagon train, contact Nevada 
Discovery Tours in Las Vegas, 735-5450 
Gin Tournament, 2-6, Union Plaza, 386-2110 
Photo Exhibit, 2-28, photography by Trish 
Shapiro, Flamingo Library, 733-7810 
Las Vegas Stars v. Hawaii Islanders, 6-9,triple­
A pro baseball, 7:35pm, Cashman Field, 386-
7200 
Tucker Automobile Display, 6-9, at least six of 
the 51 cars built by maverick auto maker Preston 
Tucker in 1948, I mperial Palace, 731 -3311 
All-Star Wrestling, 7 7:30pm, $12 ringSide, $8 
general, Showboat Hotel, 385-9123 
Pro-Am Wrestling, 7-9, Tropicana, 739-2581 
Region V Horse ShOW, 7-9, open classes, 8am-
4pm, Nevada State Horseman's Assn ., Clark 
County Horseman's Park, 293-1776 
" Annie, " 7-9 and 12-14 , musical, 7th (7pm), 8th 
(2 & 7pm), 9th (2pm), and 12th-14th (1 pm), Rain­
bow Company Children's Theatre, Charleston 
Heights Arts Center, 386-6553 
"The Black Stallion," 8, children's film, 1 pm, 
Flamingo Library, 733-7810 
Woodsy Owl Day, 8, a day of fun and games for 
children, 9am, Spring Mountain Ranch, 20 miles 
west of Las Vegas, 875-4141 
Craps Tournament, 8-12, Desert Inn, 733-4400 
Art Exhibit, 9-7/5, multi-media works by Lee 
Sido, Flamingo Library, 733-7810 
Super Sum mer Productions, 13-15 and 20-22, 
includes Shakespearean plays, musical com­
edies, and slide shows, Spring Mountain Ranch, 
20 miles west of Las Vegas, 875-4141 
Las Vegas Triathlon , 13-16, starts at Union 
Plaza, 386-211 0 
" Annie, " 14-16, 7pm Fri.,2pmand7pmSal.,2pm 
Sun ., Rainbow Company Children's Theatre, 
Charleston Heights Arts Center, 386-6553 
Slot Tournament, 14-16, Marina, 739-1589 
Las VegasStarsv. Tucson Toros, 14-17 triple­
A baseball , 7:35pm, Cashman Field, 386-7200 
Desert Survival Program, 15, 9am-noon, hiking 
shoes, water, and hat recommended, no pets or 
small chi ldren, Spring Mountain Ranch, 20 miles 
west of Las Vegas, 875-4141 
Trio Serenata Concert, 16, 3pm, Flamingo li­
brary, 733-7810 



Summer Solstice Star Walk, 21 8:30-10pm, 
bring flashlight, reservations requi red, meet at 
Red Rock Canyon Recreation Lands Visi torCen­
ter, 20 miles west of Las Vegas, 363-1921 
Artworks Festival, 21 -23, Jaycee Park, 386-
6383 
Concert, 23, music of Victor Herbert, 3pm, adul ts 
$5, seniors, students, handicapped $4 , Musical 
Arts Singers and Orchestra, Charleston Heights 
Arts Center, 386-6383 
Blackjack Tournament, 23-25, Tropicana Hotel, 
739-2105 
Pan Tournament, 23-26, Union Plaza,386-211 0 
" My Cousin Rachel ," 25, children's film, 6:30pm, 
Flamingo library, 733-7810 
International Volleyball Tournament, 28-30, 
teams from the U.S., Brazil , Japan, and Bulgaria, 
Thomas and Mack Center, UNLV, 731-2115 
Pine Creek Hike, 29, 7-9:30am, sturdy boots 
and water, Red Rock Canyon ViSitor Center, 20 
miles west of Las Vegas, 363-1921 
Beyond Belief Blackjack Classic, 30-7/3, Fron­
tier Hotel, 734-0385 
Las Vegas Stars v. Tucson Toros, 30-7/3, 
triple-A pro baseball , 7:35pm, Cashman Field, 
386-7200 
Nevada School oftheArtsCamp, 30-8/1 0, Lee 
Canyon, 739-3502 
Damboree '85, 4, pancake breakfast, parade, 
soflball, game booths, fireworks, Miss Damboree 
Queen contest, fireworks, City Park, Boulder City, 
293-2034 
Fireworks, 4, Silver Bowl, 739-3900 

PIONEER TERRITORY 
May 
Stock Car Races, every two weeks from Me­
morial Day to Labor DaY,atthe racetrack8 miles 
east of Tonopah on U.S. 6, 482-6540 
Stargazing, 4, 8pm, Cathedral Gorge State 
Park, 782-4467 
Hawthorne's Armed Forces Day, 14-19, main 
events are on Sal. starting at 7:30am with break­
last followed by fire department waterflghts and 
parade at noon; the Army Ammunition Plant 
holds an open house with tours and barbecue, 
and the 7pm stock-car races at the speedway are 
followed by fi reworks at dusk. The celebration 
also includes a dinner and dance on Fri. and 
art shows, talen t and queen's contests, 945-
5896 
Parkie Packrat Day, 18, bring lunch, canteen of 
water, hiking shoes, 1 Oam-2pm, Cathedral Gorge 
State Park, 728-4467 
Lincoln County Homecoming, 23-26, botlle 
and antique show, fast-pitch softball tournament, 
barbecue, Caliente, 726-3306 
Jim Butler Days, 23-27 on Thurs. teen dance; 
on Fri. Kangaroo Court, street dance; on Sal. Kan­
garoo Court, lOam parade followed by horseshoe 
pitching contest, arts and crafls show, junior and 
women's mucking, double jack drilling; stock car 
races, Fancy Dress Ball and beard contest; on 
Sun. arts and crafls show, Kangaroo Court, 6.2-
mile and 2.2-mile Summit Runs starting and 
finishing at Mizpah Hotel, men's horseshoes, 
senior mucking and single jack drilling, followed 
by arm wreslling, barbecue, western dance, raffle, 
and Bartenders, Waiters and Waitresses Race; 
on Mon. Memorial Day services, on Sal.-Mon. 
special displays at Central Nevada Historical 
Museum, Tonopah, 482-3859 

Old-time Firefighters 
From 1905 to 1945 Las Vegans relied solely on volunteer firefighters to keep the heat off the town, 
and their work made local insurance rates among the lowest in the West. Those firefighters are the 
subjects of a current exhibit at the Nevada State Museum and Historical Society in Las Vegas. The 
show features old photographs and vintage equipment. Above, the boys pose with their Reo 
Speedwagon in 1930. 

Hike, 25, five mi le round-trip, bring lunch, can­
teen, hiking shoes; 9am-3pm, Beaver Dam State 
Park, 728-4467 
Campfire Program, 25, 8pm, Cathedral Gorge 
State Park, 728-4467 
" The Great Mojave Desert," 25, film, 8pm, 
Spring Valley State Park, 962-5102 
Campfire Program, 26, 8pm, EchoCanyon State 
Rec. Area, 728-4467 

June and July 4th 
Etna Cave Hike, 1 bring water, hiking shoes, 
9am-noon, Kershaw-Ryan State Park, 726-3325 
Campfire Program, 1 8pm, Spring Valley State 
Park, 962-51 02 
Delamar 400, 8, off-road race covering two 200-
JT1ile loops, begins (6am) and ends in Caliente, 
Silver Dust Racing Assn. (LV), 459-0317 
Campfire Program, 8, 7:30pm, Echo Canyon 
State Rec. Area, 728-4467 
Parkie Packrat Day, 8, bring lunch, water, hik-

ing shoes, 1 Oam-2pm, Spring Valley State Park, 
962-5102 
Fishing Derby, 9, for Children 1-12 years old, 
free, Sportsman's Park, Rye Patch Pond, 12 miles 
from Tonopah, 482-3859 
Campfire Program, 15, 8pm, Cathedral Gorge 
State Park, 728-4467 
Courthouse Tour, 15, Belmont, 45 miles north­
east of Tonopah, 867-3001 
Slide Program, 15, 8pm, Spring Valley State 
Park, 962-5102 
Senior Appreciation Day, 15, polluck picnic 
and entertainment, 11 am-2pm, Echo Canyon 
State Rec. Area, 728-4467 
Bullfrog Endurance and Fun Run and Field 
Day, 15-16, picnics and children's games; 8pm 
street dance on Sal., Rhyolite No. 2 
Wild Burro Races, 15-16, men and women race 
burros through town , spectators meet at Moun­
tain View Hotel; also a bingo party, dinner, and 
donkey baseball game, Pioche, 962-5131 or962-
5455 

Big Hits in Las Vegas and Reno 
The batter swings. Crack! It's a long fly to center. It's going, gOing-it's here. You'll find triple-A 
professional baseball at its best when the Las Vegas Stars playa 27-game home schedule in May 
and June. The Cashman Field nine face teams from Vancouver, Albuquerque, Tacoma, Portland, 
Phoenix, Hawaii, and Tucson in hopes of swatting their way to the Pacific Coast League 
championship. In Reno, the class-A Padres play their home games at Moana Stadium against 
California League opponents. like the Stars, the Padres are a farm club of the San Diego Padres. 
See the listings for games' dates and times. 
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Muckers Dig Tonopah's Town Party 
Tonopah celebrates its founder and its heritage this May 23-27 with Jim Butler Days, the annual 
Memorial Day weekend town party. Butler discovered silver there in 1900, and the boom that 
followed was one of Nevada's biggest. That tradition continues as modern-day prospectors and 
hard-rock miners test their strength and skill by mucking ore (above) and hammering drills into a 
solid slab of Sierra granite. Runners will race from the Mizpah Hotel 10 kilometers up and down 
winding mining roads during the Summit Race, one of the state's toughest courses. The stock car 
race at the rodeo grounds is just as tough as the cars roar and skid around the dirt track. There's still 
more- a big parade, an arts and crafts llhow, contests, and a variety of dances, all culminating in a 
street party. Main Street is blocked off, a band tunes up, and then Tonopah dances through the night 
as if J im Butler had just located another bonanza. 

Steve Owen Memorial liar's Novelty Boat 
Race, 16, anything that Iloats can be entered 
provided it is not a recognized competition rac­
ing cralt; engines must be under 10 hp, Cliff 
House Beach on Walker Lake, 12 miles north of 
Hawthorne, 945-5896 
Children'S Fishing Derby, 22, contest loll owed 
by movie "The Wayof the Trout," 9am-5pm, Spring 
Valley State Park, 962-5102 
Campfire Program, 29, 8pm, Cathedral Gorge 
State Park, 728-4467 
Campfire Progam, 29, 8pm, Spring Valley State 
Park, 962-51 02 
Parkie Packrat Day, 29, with state parks' mascot, 
bring lunch, water, hiking shoes, 1 Oam-2pm, Echo 
Canyon State Rec. Area, 728-4467 
Caliente July4th Celebration, 4, 50th annual, 
on Thurs.l Oam parade followed by games, wa ter­
melon bust, swimming, and 9pm fireworks dis­
play; on Thurs., Sat., and Sun. breaklast at Rose 
Memorial Park; Thurs.-Sat. softball tournament; 
on Sat. 8am goll tournament and lOam mini 

Wells Bent For Leather 
A dust-caked horseman reins his sweat-lath­
ered horse to a stop and tosses his mailbags to 
another rider. He in turn spurs his fresh mount to 
a gallop and blasts off through the sagebrush. 
This could be the scene at some lonely desert 
outpost in the 1860s, except that when these 
Pony Express riders pass their pouches, a 
crowd cheers them on. It's the Pony Express 
Race in Wells, a day of western excitement for 
both race fans and relay riders. The action starts 
at the Wells Rodeo Grounds on May 19 when a 
shotgun blast sends the leaders of each team 
racing out on a four-mile loop. The mailbag 
passes are made-and missed- at the end of 
each loop in the arena. Winners take home belt 
buckles and cash prizes, and everyone leaves 
with a sl ice of history. 
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motorcycle race lor kids; on Sun. 12th annual 
Clover Creek Grand Prix motorcycle race over six 
20-mile laps through city streets and surrounding 
hills at 9am; 726-3132 
Tonopah July 4th Celebration , 4, kids' parade 
at 1 Oam, fireworks at Logan Field, 482-3859 
Pahrump Firemen's July 4th Celebration , 4, 
barbecue, food booths, fireworks, 727-5658 

COVERED WAGON TERRITORY 

May 
Nevada 85, thru 5/7 photo show, County Library, 
Lovelock, 273-2216 
Spring Festival of Art, thru 5/ 21 works by local 
artists and Katrina Lasko of Reno, Northeastern 
Nevada Museum, Elko, 738-3418 
Spring High School Musical , 2-4, Convention 
Center, Elko, 738-4091 
Cactus Pete' s Air Race, 4, Irom Lander, WY to 
Jackpot, 755-2259 
Spring Home Show, 4-5, Convention Center, 
Elko, 738-4091 
Horsehoe Pitching Tournament, 11 -12, Cac­
tus Pete's, Jackpot, 755-2259 
Pony Express Race, 18, 20-mile relay horse 
race, 1 pm, rodeo grounds, Wells, 752-3355 
Cactus Pete's Air Race, 18, lrom Seattle, WA. to 
Jackpot, 755-2259 
Spring Concert, 22, high school chorale, Con­
vention Center, Elko, 738-4091 
ArtShow, 23-6/25, works by Marilyn Cordes and 
Gene Paul, Northeastern Nevada Museum, Elko, 
738-3418 
Dam Tour, 25, lOam, Rye Patch State Rec. Area, 
Rye-Patch NO. 3 
Gem and Minerai Show, 25-26, Convention 
Center, Elko, 738-4091 

Western Festival, 30-7/3, parade, Elko High 
School Rodeo on Sun.-Mon., wild west shoot­
outs, and hot air balloon races, Elko, 738-7135 

June and July 4th 
Wildflower Walk, 1 bring lunch and water, 
lOam, Wild Horse State Rec. Area, Northfork 
6493 
Calf Roping , 2-8/ 25, team and single calf roping 
every Sunday, rodeo grounds, Wells, 752-3384 
Cactus Pete's Air Races, 8, from Yuba City, CA. 
to Jackpot, 755-2259 
Wells High School Rodeo, 8, boys and girls 
from Nevada, Idaho, and Utah, rodeo grounds, 
752-3616 
Winnemucca Basque Festival, 8-9, on Sat. 
1 :30pm parade downtown, followed by fairground 
events including folk danCing, weigh t-lifting, 
weight-carrying, wood-chopping, and tug-of-war 
contests, and a public dance 9pm; on Sun.11 am 
Mass in City Park followed by barbecue of steak, 
lamb stew, salad, Basque beans, French bread, 
wine, and cake; dance contest and Basque bread 
contest; softball tournament throughout week­
end; Winnemucca, 623-3212 
Northeastern Nevada Quarter Horse Assn. 
Show, 9, fairgrounds, Elko, 738-7135 
Rye Patch Fishing Derby, 14-16, five tagged 
walleye will be planted in Rye Patch Reservoir 
with one fish worth $5,000 and the other four each 
worth $1 ,000; contest begins at 6pm Fri. and 
ends at 3pm Sun., pre-registration required, call 
Rye Patch No. 3 
Cactus Pete's Air Race, 15, from Orland, CA. to 
Jackpot, 755-2259 
Two-Man Best Ball, 5-16, Wells Golf Course, 
752-3928 
Appaloosa Horse Show, 22, fairgrounds, Elko, 
738-7135 
Cactus Pete's Air Race, 22, from Spokane, WA. 
to Jackpot, 755-2259 
Sheepshearing and Judging, 28, 4-H event, 
fairgrounds, Elko, 738-7135 
Wells Rodeo, 29-30, PRCA-sanctioned, rodeo 
grounds, 752-3384 
Lamoille Country Fair, 30, arts, crafts, and 
children's games, Women's Clubhouse, LamOille, 
744-4322 
Wells July 4th Celebration, 4, fireworks, 752-
3355 
Western States Hollering Contest and In­
dep!!ndence DayCeiebration , 4, hollering con­
test at Shoshone Creek Hollow, one mile south, 
kids' games, fireworks, Jackpot, 755-2259 
McDermitt July 4th Rodeo, 4, 623-2225 

PONY EXPRESS TERRITORY 

May 
Berlin Townsite Tours, 1-9/31 every Sat. and 
Sun. at t 1 am, Berlin-Ichthyosaur State Park, 23 
miles east of Gabbs, 867-3001 
Free Weekend , 4-5, no camping fee on Sat. 
night; no tour fees Sat.-Sun., Berlin-Ichthyosaur 
State Park, 867-3001 
Hazen Photoprint Show, 4-5, 10th annual, 
noon-6pm, Community Hall, U.S. 50-A in Hazen, 
786-0210 
Joe Compton Day, 5, a salute to retired South­
ern Pacific conductor with a potluck dinner, 
music by Dick Renkoand the Virginia City Munic­
ipal Band, dancing, and Gingersnap the clown; 



Hot Dogs and Hazen 
Hazen Day is a small-town celebration that lets 
you sit back, enjoy a hot dog and beer, and watch 
the parade go by. The kids can have their faces 
painted by a clown, and eventually everyone 
ends up dancing in the streets. This year's grand 
marshal is Nevada's own C.J. Hadley, who will 
be either in a '57 Chevy or on her mule, Sister 
Chicago. Spend a sunny day on June 9 at the old 
railroad town of Hazen, located midway between 
Fallon and Fernley on U.S. 50-A. 

noon, bring dish for potluck, Hazen Balon U.S. 
50-A,867-3066 
Hidden \,;ave Tour, 11 meet 9:30am, County 
Museum, Fallon, 882-1631 or 423-3677 
Environmental Living Programs, 14-15,22-23, 
and 29-30, school children camp as the soldiers 
did in 1860s, Fort Churchill Historic State Monu­
ment, 577-2345 
Mason Day, 18, 8am breakfast, 5-km. and 10-km. 
runs, 11 am parade, horseshoe contest, hay bale 
bucking contest, bingo, fashion show, storytell­
ing, and 7:30pm barn dance, Mason, 3 miles 
southwest of Yerington, 463-4530 
Canoe Trip, 18, guided trip Irom FortChurchili to 
Lake Lahontan, lOam, Fort Churchill Historic 
State Monument, 577-2345 
Ely Amateur Golf Tournament, 18-19, open to 
public, White Pine Golf Course, Ely, 289-4095 
Kiwanis Kids' Fish Derby, 25, 9am-noon, Yer­
ington, 463-5165 
Hidden Cave Tour, 25, meet 9:30am, County 
Museum, Fallon, 882-1631 or 423-3677 
Children's Dey, 25, Dayton Park, 246-3435 
Ely Reilfelr '85, 25, parade and open house at 
historic East Ely Depot, 289-8877 
Eureka High School Rodeo, 25-26, 1 pm, rodeo 
grounds, l mi. west of Eureka on U.S. 50, 769-0751 
Off-Road Race, 25-26, sanctioned by VORRA, 
starts and finishes in Yerington, 463-3363 
Wild Bunch Stampede, 25-27 rodeo, on Sat. 
kick-off party and calcutta at 7pm; on Sun.-Mon. 
dance and party at the Dry Gulch Saloon; on Mon. 
World Championship Dollar Pitch , buckaroo 
breakfast and bucking stock contest and auction, 
fairgrounds, Fallon, 423-5020 or 423-5058 
Living History Talks, 25-9/30, every Sat. and 
Sun. at lOam and 2pm, Fort Churchill Historic 
State Monument, 577-2345 
Ichthyosaur Fossil ShelterTours, 27-9/2, daily 
at lOam, 2pm, and 4pm, Berlin-Ichthyosaur State 
Park, 23 miles east of Gabbs, 867-3001 

June and July 4th 
Sheep Dog Trial, 1-2, 9am, Rolling A Ranch on 
Cardelli Road, Dayton, 246-5600 
Hidden Cave Tour, 8, meet 9:30am at County 
Museum, Fallon, 882-1631 or 423-3677 
Hazen Day, 9, lOam parade, 1 pm street dance 
with music by Joe Rossi , Virginia City Municipal 
Band, melodramas by Reno Little Theatre, Ginger­
snap the clown, face painting, barbecue, food, 
beer, Hazen Bar on U.S. 50-A, 867-3066 
Daughters of the American Revolution Pic­
niC, 9, for their work in setting aside the fort as a 
park, noon, Fort Churchill, 577-2345 
Picnic, 10,11 am-4pm, open to public, sponsored 
by Dayton Seniors, Dayton State Park, 246-3435 
American Bashklr Curly Horse Show, 14-16, 
convention center and fa irgrounds, Ely, 289-
4228 
Senior Citizens Day, 15, open to public, music 
by the local Kitchen Band and high school band, 
11 am, Dayton State Park, 246-3435 

Stargazing, 15, Cave Lake State Rec. Area, 
728-4467 
Firmin Bruner Days, 15-16, Bruner, a one-time 
resident of Berlin, leads tour of the townsite, 1 pm, 
Berlin-Ichthyosaur State Park, 867-3001 
Reuel Gridley Days, 15-16, fiddling contest 
noon-4pm both days, booths, free RV parking, 
Austin, 964-2440 or 964-2301 
Pony Express Day, 16, 1 Oam, talks and demon­
strations on the Pony Express (1 860-61), Fort 
Churchill Historic State Monument, 577-2345 
Hidden Cave Tour, 22, meet 9:30am at County 
Museum, Fallon, 882-1631 or 423-3677 
Campfire Program, 22 , 8:30pm, Cave Lake 
State Rec. Area, 728-4467 
White Pine County Rodeo, 22-23, 6~m Sat., 
1 pm Sun., fairgrounds, Ely, 289-8513 
Wildflower Walk, 23, Cave Lake, 728-4467 
Pony Express Rerlde, 23-24, ride near Dayton, 
Fallon, Austin, Eureka, and Ely, 883-3126 
Fishing Seminar, 29, 7pm, meet at Beach 7, 
Silver Springs, Lahontan Rec. Area, 577-2345 
Eureka July 4th Celebration, 4, parade at 
lOam followed by street events such as the kids' 
shoe and sack races and nickel scramble, plus 
adults' egg toss, women's sack race, and men's 
tug of war. Also, potluck picnic and fireworks fol­
lowed by dance, 237-5280 
Ely July 4th Celebration , 4, parade and kids' 
games downtown, fireworks at dusk at fair­
grounds, 289-8877 
Failon July 4th Celebration, 4, stock car races, 
fireworks, Lahontan Auto Racing Assn., Rattle­
snake Speedway, 2 miles from Fallon on Cem­
etery Rd., 423-4391 

BENO/TAHOE TEBBITOBY 

May 
Planetarium Programs, thru 6/9, "The Space 
Shuttle: An American Adventure" and "Catas­
trophe!" Fleischmann Planetarium, 784-4811 
Music Week, 4/28-5/5, local showcase, 8pm, 
Brewery Arts Center, Carson City, 883-1976 
Art Show, 4/29-5/31 pastels by Deborah Gar­
ber, School of Med icine, UNR, 784-6001 
Reno Padres v. Bakersfield Dodgers, 4/30-
5/2 , class-A pro baseball , 7pm Tues.-Thurs., 
Moana Stadium, 825-0678 
Art Exhibit, 1-15, sculptures by John Roloff, 
8:30am-4 :30pm Mon.-Fri., Sheppard Gallery, 
Church Fine Arts Bldg., UNR, 784-6682 
UNR Jazz Ensemble, 2, noon, Quadrangle, 
UNR, 784-6145 
Washoe Medical Center League's 35th Anni­
versary Bail, 3, $25, Harrah's Convention Cen­
ter, 785-41 66 
UNR Choral Festival, 3, Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 784-6145 
Silver State Square Dance Festival, 3-5, the 
39th annual get-together includes round and 
square dances and workshops, 8am-l pm Fri ., 
lOam-II pm Sat., 1 Oam-4pm Sun., Reno-Sparks 
Convention Center, 322-0027 
Reno Padres v. Rohnert Park Pioneers, 3-5, 
class-A pro baseball, 7pm Fri.-Sat., 1 :30pm Sun., 
Moana Stadium, 825-0678 
Concerts In the Atrium, 3, and every Friday thru 
May 17 featuring classical, bluegrass, and 
contemporary music, noon-I pm, free, bring sack 
lunch, seating available, Airport Gardens Office 
Building, 1325 Airmotive Way, 329-1324 

Musical Motorcycles 
For the 400 motorcycle riders who fire up their 
engines each day at the start of the Virginia City 
Grand Prix, the roar is a symphony. The riders 
keep time to the beat with clenched teeth, taut 
muscles, and spinning wheels as they speed off 
in groups of 10 every 15 seconds. This year's 
four-and-a-half-hour trek, covering roughly 170 
miles in the nearby hills, takes place on the 
weekend of May 11-12. Fans can watch and 
listen from the hillsides and checkpoints around 
the course on the east side of the old mining 
town. An excellent viewing spot is the railroad 
depot on E Street. There you'll find the starting 
line and pits as well as colorful crowds of riders 
and camp followers. 

Art Exhibit, 3-6/ 16, realism and contemporary 
art, Sierra Nevada Museum of Art, 329-3333 
Cinco de Mayo Celebration , 4, lOam parade, 
mariachi band, chi li cook-off, Virginia City, 847-
0500 
UNR Concert ChOir, 4, 8pm, Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 784-6145 
Nevada Festival Bailet, 4-5, Pioneer Theater, 
329-1324 
Kerak Shrine Circus, 4-5, Lawlor Events Center, 
UNR, 784-4444 
Reno Chamber Orchestra Concert, 5, 3pm, 
Reno Little Theater, 853-1345 
Outdoor Pistol Season Opener, 5, Rif le and 
Pistol Club, Carson City, 246-3187 
Gold Hill Bank Gallery Grand Opening, 5, 
works by Myrna Allen, 1-4pm,Gold Hill,847-91 06 
Hunter Pistol Shoot, 5, Palomino Valley Gun 
Club, 22 miles north of Sparks, 323-3950 
UNR Percussion Ensemble Concert, 6, 8pm, 
Church Fine Arts, UNR, 784-6145 
"A Doll's House," 6-8, feminist play, 8:30pm, 
Lake Tahoe Commun ity College, S. Lake Tahoe, 
916-541 -4660 
Children' s Day, 7 nature hike, games, and trea­
sure hunt, lOam, bring lunch, Sand Harbor, Lake 
Tahoe State Park, 831-0494 
Fire Prevention Talk, 7 lOam, Sand Harbor, 
Lake Tahoe State Park, 831 -0494 
Concerts, 8-9, on Wed. the UNR Symphonic 
Band and Jazz Ensemble, on Thurs. UNR Wind 
Ensemble, 8pm, Pioneer Theater, 784-6145 
Crafts Jamboree, 9-11 Lawlor Events Center, 
UNR, 784-4659 
Gailagher, 10-11 comedian on stage, 8pm, 
Pioneer Theater, 786-5105 or 348-7403 
" Four Plays for Coarse Actors," 1 0-1 1 com­
edy, 8:30pm, Reno Little Theater, 329-0661 
Region VII Open Horse Show, 11 8:30am, 
Nevada State Horseman's Assn ., Pine NutArena, 
Gardnerville, 782-3974 
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g Tahoe Rim Trail Training, 17-1 8, for anyone 
lil interested in being a crew leader on building of 
~ the loop trail , S. Lake Tahoe, 916-577-0676 
~ Spring Antiques Show and Sale, 17-19, Reno­
- Sparks Convention Center, 827-7600 

Hay Day in Mason 
If you can buck bales with the best of 'em, 
Mason is the place for you on May 18, Mason 
Day. The small town is three miles southwest of 
Yeri ngton. The festival-UA Salute to the Agri­
cultural Industries of Nevada"- offers a cash 
prize and the title of state champion baler to the 
man and woman who can move 32 bales and 
neatly restack them faster than anyone else. 
Above, baleful bandito Buster Roberts, the 1983 
champion, shows the form he used to turn hay 
into cash. Mason Day has events for the whole 
family, too- a pancake breakfast, 5- and 10-
kilometer runs, a horsehoe contest, skits, bingo, 
and more. At day's end the festival starts to 
swing as everyone stomps and reels to western 
music at the barn dance. 

Nevada State Smallbore Rifle Three Position 
Championship, 1 1-12, Rifle and Pistol Club, 
Carson City, 883-1348 
Grand Prix Desert Race, 11 -12, 4.5-hour motor­
cycle race, 9am, Virginia Ci ty, 322-8083 
Eldorado Hotel's 12th Birthday Celebration, 
11-13, 786-5700 
Wildflower Slide Show, 12, 7pm, Sand Harbor, 
Lake Tahoe State Park, 831 -0494 
" A Doll' s House," 12-15, feminist play, 8:30pm, 
Lake Tahoe Community College, S. Lake Tahoe, 
916-541 -4660 
Reno Padres v. ModestoAthletics, 13, class-A 
pro baseball , 7pm, Moana Stadium, 825-0678 
Dr. Benjamin Spock, 13, Pioneer Theater, 786-
5105 
Sierra Nevada Chorale Concert, 15, Pioneer 
Theater, 329-1324 
Safe Boating Day, 15,1 Oam, Sand Harbor, Lake 
Tahoe State Park, 831 -0494 
'Reno Padres v. Modesto Athletics, 15-16, 
class-A pro baseball , 6pm doubleheader Wed., 
7pm Thurs ., Moana Stadium, 825-0678 
Concert, 16, Duquesne UniversityTamboritzens, 
Pioneer Theater, 786-5105 
" Same Time NextYear," 16-18, romantic com­
edy, 8pm, Space Theatre, 827-5002 
Nevada 85, 16-6/18, photo show, Washoe Coun­
ty Library, 785-4190 
" Four Plays for Coarse Actors," 17-18, com­
edy, 8:30pm, Reno Little Theater, 329-0661 
Reno Padres v. UNR, 17-18, exhibition baseball 
game, 7pm Fri., 1 :30pm Sat., Moana Stadium, 
825-0678 
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Ladies Invitational Slot Marathon, 17-19, Reno 
Ramada Hotel, 788-2000 
Firemen's Dinner and Auction, 18, auction 
5pm, dinner 6pm, Firehouse, Genoa, 782-5220 
PASCO Regional Soaring Competition, 18-19 
and 25-27 Minden Airport, 782-7627 
Miniatureand Doll HouseShows, 18-19,MGM 
Grand, 789-2000 
Blackjack Tournament, 19, Peppermill, 826-
2121 
Tales of Tahoe, 20, 7pm, talk by Patrick Betson, 
Sand Harbor, Lake Tahoe State Park, 831 -0494 
PASCO Cross Country Soaring Camp, 20-24, 
Minden Airport, 782-7627 
Nature Trail Dedication , 22, 11 am, Sand Har­
bor, Lake Tahoe State Park, 831 -0494 
" Same Time NextYear," 23-25, romantic com­
edy, 8pm, Space Theatre, 827-5002 
Campfire Program, 24 , 7pm, Sand Harbor, Lake 
Tahoe State Park, 831 -0494 
" Four Plays for Coarse Actors," 24-25, com­
edy, 8:30pm, Reno Little Theater, 329-0661 
Memorial Day Steam-Up, 24-27 on Fri.-Sat. 
V&T Railroad Museum opens 1985 season, on 
Sun.-Mon. restored locomotive is steamed up, 
2128 South Carson St., Carson City, 885-4810 
National Antique Gun Show, 25-26, Reno­
Sparks Convention Center, 827-7600 
Hobie Regatta, 25-26, Washoe Lake, 849-0286 
Regional High Power Rifle Shoot, 25-27 Pal­
omino Valley Gun Club, 22 miles north of Sparks, 
323-3950 
Dance Factory Program, 26, Pioneer Theater, 
786-5105 
The Great Lake Tahoe Sternwheeler Race, 
27 Tahoe Queen and M.S. Dixie race along the 
south shore of Lake Tahoe, 588-2488 
Reno Padres v. Modesto Ath letiCS, 30-31 
class-A pro baseball , 7pm, Moana Stadium, 
825-0678 
I ncline Follies of 1985, 30-6/1 variety show 
with music and dancing, 7pm, The Chateau, 
Incline Village, 831 -0781 
" Same Time NextYear," 30-6/1 , romantic com­
edy, 8pm, Space Theatre, 827-5002 
Fancy Quilt ShOW, 31 -6/15, lOam-4:30pm, 
Courthouse Museum, Genoa, 782-2476 

June and July 4th 
Flower Show, 1 1-7pm, Rancho San Rafael, 
329-0191 
Full Moon Hike at Spooner Lake, 1 7:30pm, 
bring f lashligh~ Lake Tahoe State Park, 831-0494 
Reno Padres v. San Jose Bees, 1-2, class-A 
pro baseball , 1 :30pm Sat., 1 pm doubleheader 
Sun., Moana Stadium, 825-0678 
Photo Show, 1-30, Reno Rodeo photographs by 
Vern Howell , Bill Price, and Nickie Gianikos, 
Washoe County Library, Reno, 851 -3204 
Great Basin Photography Exhibit, 1-30, 1 Oam-
4:30pm, Courthouse Museum, Genoa, 782-2476 
Reno Municipal Band Concerts, 2-8/31 ,noon-
1 pm, weekdays, Wingfield Park, 851-0759 
Seniors' Day, 3, 1 pm, Sand Harbor, 831-0494 
Children'S Day, 5, Spooner Lake, 831 -0494 
Champions Classic '85 , 3-9, Senior PGA Tour 
event, on Wed. national long-drive qualifying, 
Bob Toski clinic, Paul Hahn Jr. trick shot exhibition; 
on Thurs. Muscular Dystrophy auction; on Thurs­
Fri. pro-am; Fri.-Sun. pro championship, Wildcreek 
Golf Course, Sparks, 322-0255 

Relay Run, 6, Peppermill , 826-2121 
Auction , 6, for Muscular Dystrophy Assn., 6pm, 
Peppermill , 826-2 121 
" A Doll's House," 6-8, feminist play, 8:30pm, 
Collegiate Theatre, Lake Tahoe Communi ty Col­
lege, S. Lake Tahoe, 91 6-541 -4660 
Carso n Valley Days, 6-9, 1 Oam parade on Sat., 
rodeo Sat.-Sun., throughout the 4-daycelebration 
are art shows, softball , beard contest, barbecue, 
sack race, tug of war, waterfights, dance, ladies 
rollng pin throwing contest, Minden and Gardner­
ville rodeo grounds on Pinenut Road, 782-7456 
Ladies Invitational Slot Marathon, 7-9, Reno 
Ramada Hotel, 788-2000 
" Crimes of t he Heart," 7-9, comedy, 8:30pm 
Fri.-Sat., 2pm Sun., Reno Little Theater, 329-0661 
" Inheri t t he Wind," 7-22, drama, 8pm Fri.-Sat., 
Proscenium Players, Brewery Arts Center, Car­
son City, 883-1976 
Historic Town Walk, 8, meet at Mormon Station, 
1 Oam, Genoa, 782-2590 
Sierra Cup Sallboard Regatta, 8, Washoe Lake 
State Park, 825-8803 
Nevada State Smallbore Rifle 3200 Prone 
Championship, 8-9, Rifle and Pistol Club, Car­
son City, 883-1348 
Reno Padresv. Rohnert Park Pioneers, 10-13, 
class-A pro baseball, 7pm, Moana Stadium, 
825-0678 
PeppermiliAnniversaryWeek, 10-15,826-2121 
Fly Fishing Demonstration, 11 1 pm, Spooner 
Lake, Lake Tahoe State Park, 831 -0494 
" A Doll's House," 12-15, feminist play, 8:30pm, 
Collegiate Theatre, Lake Tahoe Community Col­
lege, S. Lake Tahoe, 916-541 -4660 
Reno Padres v. Fresno Giants, 13-14, class-A 
pro baseball , 7pm Thurs., 6pm doubleheader Fri., 
Moana Stadium, 825-0678 

Dancing in Winnemucca 
Every summer Nevada Basques celebrate their 
coiorfui heritage with traditional dances, songs, 
strong-man competitions, and delicious dinners 
of steaks and stews. The state's five-fest ivai 
season begins June 8-9 with the big annual 
gathering in Winnemucca. That's followed by 
the National Basque Festival in Elko, July 6-7, 
and the festivit ies in Ely on July 20, Reno on 
August 10, and Las Vegas on August 31 and 
September 1. 



REDISCOVER 

TONOPAH 
in NEVADA'S high country 

ONE MAN'S DREAM NOW A REALITY 

'~IM BUTLER DAYS;' MAY 24-27, 1985 

MORE THAN JUST AN EVENT ... IT'S AN EXPERIENCE! 
For Further Information Call or Write: Tonopah Chamber of Commerce &. Mines, Inc. 
P. O. Box 869/ Tonopah, Nevada 89049 (702) 482-3859 



It's Rodeo Season 
The gate f lies open to an explosion of muscle, 
horns, and menace as a snarling brahma bull 
tries to shake a buckaroo off its back. For the 
rider it's a frenzied brush with destruction. For 
the crowd it's an exhilarating exhibit ion of grit, 
guts, and skill. Bull riding, and the other six pro 
rodeo events- bareback and bronc riding, calf 
roping, steer wrestling, team roping, and barrel 
racing-keep arenas packed throughout the 
Silver State each summer. 

The two richest and most extravagant are the 
Helldorado Rodeo in Las Vegas and the Reno 
Rodeo. Both are held in June and are rated 
among the top lO in the country. With purses 
nearing a quarter-million dollars each, they draw 
the finest riders and ropers in the world. The 
celebrations have grown in size and splendor 
with parades, dances, and special events that 
run a few days before and after the rodeos. 

Nevada's small-town rodeos may not be such 
big productions, but they're every bit as lively. 
Fallon's Wild Bunch Stampede has added events 
like wild cow milking and saddle cow riding to 
spice up the action, as shown by promoter Don 
Bowman (above) with Lucky, his saddle-broke 
long hom steer. Following is a roundup of Nevada 
rodeos scheduled for May and June; see the 
calendar listing for details. 

• May 25-27, Wild Bunch Stampede, Fallon 
• June 1-5, Helldorado Days, Las Vegas 
• June 22-23, White Pine County Rodeo, Ely 
• June 25-30, Reno Rodeo 
• June 29-30, Wells Rodeo 
Other big rodeos this summer include Fallon's 

All-Indian Rodeo on July 19-21 , the Winnemucca 
Labor Day Rodeo on August 31 and September 
1, the Pahrump Harvest Festival Rodeo on 
September 14-15, and the PRCA Wilderness 
Circuit Finals in Mesquite, tentatively set for 
October 25-27 In addition there are numerous 
high school rodeos throughout the state every 
spring.-JC 
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" Crimes of the Heart," 13-1 6, comedy, 8:30pm 
Thurs.-Sat., 2pm Sun., Reno Little Theater, 329-
0661 
Wildflower Walk, 14, 1 Oam, Sand Harbor, Lake 
Tahoe State Park, 831-0494 
Reno Padresv. Stockton Ports, 15-17, class-A 
pro baseball , 1 :30pm Sat.-Sun., 7pm Mon., Moana 
Stadium, 825-0678 
Father's Day Fun Run, 16, Peppermill, 826-
2121 
50th Ann iversary Program, 16, lOam, talks on 
the lake and history, windsurfing demonstrations, 
Washoe Lake State Park, 885-4319 
Nevada DanceAcademy Program, 16, Pioneer 
Theater, 786-5105 
High Power Rifle Silhouette, 16, Palomino Val­
ley Gun Club, 22 miles north of Sparks, 972-7203 
Carson Valley Annual Art Show, 16-7/15, 
1Oam-4:30pm, Courthouse Museum, Genoa, 
782-2476 
Campfire Program, 17, Spooner Lake, 7:30pm, 
Lake Tahoe State Park, 831-0494 
Summer Kids Program, 17-8/23, daily excur­
sions and tours, pre-registration required, Recre­
ation Division, City of Reno, 785-2262 
Reno Padres v. San Jose Bees, 18-19, class-A 
pro baseball , 7pm Tues., 6pm doubleheader 
Wed., Moana Stadium, 825-0678 
Virg inia City Motorcycle Marathon and Bene­
f it Party, 19, 200-mile dirt bike ride from Tonopah 
to Virginia Ci ty, followed by community feast and 
auction, Virginia City, 847-0756 
Wildflower Walk, 19, Ann Pinzl of Nevada State 
Museum guides visitors on an easy 1.6-mile hike 
around Spooner Lake, 9am, bring water, Lake 
Tahoe State Park, 831 -0494 
Butterfly Walk, 21 Spooner Lake, Lake Tahoe 
State Park, 831 -0494 
USTA Baton Competition, 21-23, Reno-Sparks 
Convention Center, 827-7600 
Reno Rodeo, 21-30,on 21st carnival and exhibit 
hall opens, 9:30pm dances every night through 
the 30th, 7:30pm truck pull; on 22nd 8am team 
penn ing, lOam parade, 7:30pm truck pull; on 
23rd 8am team penning, 7:30pm truck pull ; on 
24th Bob FeistTeam Roping Invitational at noon; 
on 25th rodeo performances every night at 7:30pm 
thru 28th; on 29th 1 :30pm and 7:30pm rodeo per­
formances; on 30th rodeo fi nal at 1 :30, State Fai r­
grounds, 329-3877 
Nevada 85, 21-7/9, photo show, Nevada Histor­
ical Society Downtown Gallery, 329-5327 
Nevada Buckaroos, 21 -12/1 exhibition of pho­
tographs and artifacts depicting buckaroo life in 
Nevada, opening celebration on 6/21 from 6-
8pm, Nevada Historical Society, 789-0190 
Antique Bottle Show, 22, Reno-Sparks Con­
vention Center, 345-01 71 
Trail Ride to Marlette Lake, 22, furnish your 
own horse, equipment, lunch, and water, 9am, 
Spooner Lake, reservations required, Lake Tahoe 
State Park, 831-0494 
Pony Express Rerlde, 23, riders go through 
Carson City along Pony Express trail, 883-3126 
Prindle Fleet 8 Washoe Zephyr Regatta, 23-
24, Washoe Lake State Park, 358-6931 
West Coast Wine Competition , 27-29, award­
winning wine and cheese tasting, open to public, 
Eldorado Hotel, 786-5700 
U.S. Sen ior Open , 24-30, $225,000 purse, 
national senior golfers championship, Edgewood 
Golf Course, Stateline, 588-3566 
Reno Padres v. Stockton Ports, 27-30, class-A 
pro baseball , 7:30pm, Moana Stadium,825-0678 
Ladles Invitational Slot Marathon, 28-30, Reno 
Ramada Hotel, 788-2000 

Peavlne Mountain Hike, 30, bus leaves the 
Nevada Historical Society at 9am and returns at 
6pm, wear sturdy shoes, reservations required, 
789-0190 
High Power Rifle Bench Rest, 30, Palomino 
Valley Gun Club, 22 miles north of Sparks, 323-
3950 
Deeplln lng for MacklnawTrout, 30, must have 
current Nevada or Californ ia fishing license, 2pm, 
Cave Rock, Lake Tahoe State Park, 831-0494 
Genoa July 4th Celebration, 4, Reno Philhar­
monic Orchestra, Mormon Station, 782-2590 
Star Spangled Fourth of July, 4, air show, fire­
works d isplay, South Lake Tahoe, 588-2488 
Carson City July 4th Celebration , 4, 11 am 
parade, arts and crafts, bands, breakdancing, 
train rides, contests, and fireworks in Mills Park, 
882-1565 
Incline Village July 4th Celebration, 4, air 
show at 7pm, fireworks atdusk, Hyatt Lake Tahoe 
Beach, 831-1111 
Virginia City July 4th Celebration , 4, 11 am 
parade, Mun icipal Band concert, 847-0311 
Reno July 4th PicniC, 4, meet Washoe County 
and state elected officials, 10am-2pm, Id lewild 
Park, 786-3146 
Skyflre '851 , 4, music and refreshments starting 
at 6pm, fireworks at 9pm, free, Mackay Stadium, 
UN R,786-3030 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 

July 
National Basque Festival, 6-7 Elko, 738-7135 
Grand Premier Fiddle Contest, 7-9, Battle Moun­
tain, 635-5155 
Fallon' s Ali-Indian Rodeo, 19-21 423-3968 
Ely Basque Festival , 20,289-2218 
R.S.V.P. Capital City Fair, 25-28, Carson Ci ty, 
885-4680 
Reno Town Falre, 27 785-2260 

August 
Arts in the Park Festival , 3-4, Ely, 289-8877 
laughlin River Days, 4-10, 298-221 4 
Reno Basque Festival , 10, 825-9636 
Pony Express Days, 17-18 and 24-25, Ely, 289-
8877 
White Pine County Fair, 24-25, Ely, 289-8877 
Clark County Basque Festival , 31-9/1 Las 
Vegas, 385-2662 

September 
Frontier 500 Off-Road Race, 3-7, Las Vegas, 
734-0385 
Nevada State Fair, 4-8, Reno, 322-7011 
Great Reno Balloon Race, 6-8, 788-3025 
Virginia City Camel Races, 6-8, 847-0311 
Reno National Championship Air Races, 12-
15, 826-7500 
Pahrump Harvest Festival and Rodeo, 14-15, 
727-5314 
Hoover Dam's 50th Anniversary Ceremony, 
28, Boulder City, 293-5637 
Old Timers Rodeo, 28-29, Mesqui te, 346-5232 

A Reminder: to confirm dates and t imes, use 
the phone numbers listed with each event. 
For out-of-state callers, the area code Is 702 
throughout Nevada. Fortoll-free phone num­
bers, call8OQ-555-1212. 0 



On Your Mark: A Tahoe 
Runner's Guide 

Runners will have many chances this summer to 
race through the scenic byways of Lake Tahoe, 
often in the company of world-class distance 
racers. Competitors from low elevations should 
come to the lake early to minimize altitude 
problems. Here is a summary of the season: 

Robert DeCelle II Memorial Tahoe Relay is 
on June 8 and includes seven-person teams 
entering in several categories-open, all men, all 
women, mixed men and women, high school, or 
masters (over 40). The team record for the 72-
mile around-the-Iake race is 6 hours, 16 minutes, 
and 28 seconds. The race begins at 7 am. at the 
"Y" in South Tahoe with last-minute entries ac­
cepted after 5:30 a.m. 

Western States 1 00 is the prestigious and 
grueling 1 OO-mile race over the mountains from 
Squaw Valley to Auburn on July 6. 

Ponderosa Ridge Run on July 6 is a 9.5-mile 
race, which starts at Spooner Summit, where 
U.S. 50 meets State Route 28 on the east shore. 

Tahoe Series includes a 5-kilometer race on 
June 2, a 10-kilometer June 30, and a 15-
kilometer July 28. 

Donner Lake Mini Triathlon on July 14 in­
cludes an 800-yard swim, 3-mile run, and 8-mile 
bike ride. 

Where The Hell Is Truckee Run on August 
25 is an 18-miler that starts at the North Lake 
Tahoe High School. 

Donner Lake Mini Ironman Triathlon on 
July 27 includes a hall-mile swim, 6.89-mile run, 
and 15-mile bike ride up Donner SummittoSoda 
Springs. There's also a 1 O-kilometer run around 
the lake at 10 a.m. 

All Comers Meets sponsored by the South 
Tahoe Track Club are on July 11 , 18, and 25 and 
August 1, 8, and 15 at 5:30 p.m. at South Tahoe 
Intermediate School. Events range from 25 to 
3,000 meters. Also at the school are the Trout 
Creek Run on July 27, a 5-mile race starting at 
10 a.m., and the High Sierra 1 Q-Kilometer 
Race_on August 22. 

Silver State Marathon and Half Marathon 
on September 1 are races of 26.2 and 13.1 miles 
starting and ending in Washoe Valley. 

South Lake Tahoe 15-Kilometer Run is 
September 1 at 5 p.m. starting at the "Y" 

Pepsi 72 is a solo 72-mile endurance run 
around the lake on September 6. 

World's Toughest Triathlon , September 7, 
is the world championship for the professional 
triathlete. It includes a 2.4-mile swim in Lake 
Tahoe; a 120-mile bicycle ride from South Lake 
Tahoe to Gardnerville, Markleeville, and Har­
rah's at Stateline via Luther and Monitor passes; 
and a 26.7-mile run from Harrah's to Spooner 
Summit via Ponderosa Ridge, to and down Kings­
bury Grade, and then back to Harrah's. II this race 
sounds too tough, consider the rewards­
$100,000 in prize money. 

Angora Ridge Run on October 20 starts at 1 0 
a.m. at California Route 89 and Fallen Leaf Road. 

The season finale is the Donner Lake Turkey 
Trot, November 17; runners meet at 10:30 am. 
at Donner Memorial State Park for a 7-mile run. 
Also this fall is the Tahoe Marathon and the 10-
kilometer Trick orTrot Run at the Incline Village 
Development Center next to the Hyatt. 

For more information, call Austin Angell, 
head olthe South Tahoe Track Club, at916-541-
5224.-ML 

FAMOUS WEStERN HOSPlTALnY! 
You'll have the time of your 
life at Del Webb's famous 
Nevada Club Casino & 
Hotel- a relaxing getaway 
or a perfect spot for an ex­
citing, whirlwind vacation. 
Round-the-clock Nevada 
style fun, outstanding din­
ing, modern, spacious 
rooms, great recreation 
and acres of free parking 
on both sides of the River. 
Come on down! 

CASINO & HOTEL 

P_o. Box 523, Laughlin, Nevada 89029 
(702) 298-2512 or Toll Free (800) 237-1739 

Tuxon Electric 
Nev. Contr. Lic. '16195 

Calif. Contr Lic. '449947 

Striving To Serve All of Your Electrical Needs 
Michael A. Tuxon 

Owner 

905 Tuxon Way. Reno, NV 89511 • (702) 852-1757 

~~ !:!!~~!tf)~ 
" Located midway between Las Vegas and Reno in the historic ~ mOo'" ,"mp 0' Tooop,", ,,,. ""'00 "00" ,. "'" mod,m, '''' • 

service, 24 hr. Nevada resort featuring complete luxury - . 
accommodations at reasonable prices. Plan to make the Station 

House your Central Nevada headquarters." 
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EXCELLENT 
FAMILY STYLE 

Sagebrush Gourmet 
" A diner's guide to the Silver State." 

BASQUE 
RESTAURANT 
STAR * HOTEL 

Dining Room 

European Style Food 
Specializing in 

our Famous Steaks 

ELKO, NEVADA 
ON THE CORNER 

OF 3rd AND SILVER 
(702) 738-9925 

ROOMS RENTED 

Dinner 5-9 :30. Closed Sunday 

Following is a selective guide to reader-approved 
Nevada restaurants whose advertisements appear in 
this section. Besides descriptions of menu and 
atmosphere. the listings include prices. hours and 
other details for your convenience. If you have any 
comments on the establishments listed. drop us a 
line at Nevada Magazine. Sagebrush Gourmet. Capi· 
tol Complex. Carson City. NV. 89710-{)005. 

CAT TLEMENS 
Hwy. 395. Washoe Valley 
Between Reno and Carson City. 849-1500 
A ranch-style restaurant. the cozy Cattiemens offers 
excellent meals at moderate prices. The special 
sirloin steak d inner is a popular and good buy. 
Currently $6.45. this dinner includes a baked potato. 
salad. bread. ranch-style beans. s irloin steak and a 
glass of wine. Other entrees range from a simple 
hamburger steak to a filet mignon and lobster. The 
Alaska king crab is delicious! Open seven days a 
week for dinner from 5 p.m. No reservat ions. AE. MC. 
VISA. 

COMSTOCK HOTEL & CASfNO 
Second and West Street 
Reno. 329-1 880 
Home of the famous One-Pound New York Steak 

om~!~ 
DOWNTOWN RENO 

4llFDr Plain Dr Fa Vittles!~ 
~~~mmm©S)>I 
:.DJl[6l1Dill~~m.l.'J • Whether it's a quick sandwich or salad for lunch 

or that late night snack. th is old time deli is 
the place for you . Next to Piper's Show Stage. 

Home of Reno's " Famous One·Pound New York Steak" 
dinner. this popular 24·hour restaurant also 

futures a complete breakfast. lunch and dinner menu. 
No reservations necessary. 
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f SPECIAtTY 100M, 
~ IESTAUIANT ~ 

House specialties served at one low price of $5.99 in an 
informal. relaxed atmosphere. Chicken Cordon Bleu. 

Rainbow Trout Almandine and the popular 
One· Pound New York Steak Oinner featured. 

No reservations 

Gourmet meals reasonably priced and served in a relaxed . 
intimate atmosphere reminiscent of 1880s charm. 

Prime rib. Veal Oscar and broiled salmon steak are iust 
a few of the specialties. Reservations accepted. 

Dinner for only $5.99. The Comstock's popular 24· 
hour Miner' s Cafe also features complete break­
fast. lunch. and dinner menus. Enjoy reasonably 
priced gourmet meals served in an intimate and 
relaxing atmosphere in the new Comstock Dinner 
House. Reservations accepted. Full·course dinners 
complete with wine are a bargain at $6.99 in the 
Specialty Room Restaurant. Every fine meal taste­
fully prepared to your order. Valet parking available. 
The Comstock Hotel 'and Casino. "Where the Old 
West comes alive every day in Downtown Reno." AE. 
MC. VISA. 

LOUfS' BASQUE CORNER 
301 E. 4th Street 
Reno. 323-7203 
Louis' restaurant offers a warm. unhurried atmos­
phere that hints of yesterday. Master chefs prepare 
genuine Basque cuisine such as Tripes Callos. 
Poulet a la Basquaise. Paella. Boeuf Bourguignon. 

WHY 
lDOK 

FuRTHER? 

Steaks • Lobster. Ribs 
Lamb • Banquets • Drinks 

Prime Rib 

849-1500 

Halfway between Carson and Reno 
555 Highway 395 South. Wash oe Valley 



and entrees including Ceq au Vin (chicken in red 
wine sauce), Lapin Chasseur (hunte(s rabbi I), and 
Ris de Veau (sweetbreads) as well as many other 
delicious French and Spanish Basque dishes all 
served family style with complimentary wine. You can 
enjoy a famous picon punch, cafe royale or perhaps 
an tzarra. Basque culture is reflected in the pottery, 
artifacts and pictures from the Pyrenees which grace 
the walls of the two traditional dining rooms. Louis 
and Lorraine Erreguible host many special dinners 
and parties in this authentic Basque restaurant. 
Ample free parking. Lunch: Mon.-Fri., 11 :30-1 :30; 
Dinner. 6 p.m., nightly. All major credit cards accepted. 

MARTIN HOTEL 
Railroad & Melarkey Streets 
Winnemucca, NV. 623-3197 
"We ate here!" Delicious Basque and American food 
at the famous Martin Hotel. Founded in the late 
1800s, the Martin retains its old Basque hotel 
traditions and a comfortable bar. Lunch: 11 :30-2 
(menu). Dinner. 6-10 p.m. (no menu). Fixed fare 
includes steak, side dish (clams & rice, oxtail or 
tongue). Prime rib or steak Saturday only. Basque 
fare and wine, $10-$12. Seating family-style. No 
reservations. Closed all major holidays. MC, VISA. 
Rooms available. 

STAR HOTEL 
245 Silver (at Third) 
Elko. 738-9925 
Built in 1909 as a boardinghouse for Basque 
sheepherders and ranchers, today the Star Hotel still 
houses sheepherders. But now irs also home for an 
extraordinary family-style restaurant specializing in 
hearty meals, European style. Joe and Anita Sarasua 
offer entrees including steak, seafood, chicken, 
oxtails, and roasted bits of lamb prepared with onion 
and red pimientos. Try a picon punch and the Friday 
chefs special of lobster, bacalao or rice and clams 
(in season). Dinner entrees include ample portions of 
soup, salad, vegetables, beans, spaghetti and French 
fries followed by ice cream or sherbet. Fine and 
plentiful fare. Dinners only: 5-9 p.m. Closed Sundays. 
No reservations. No credit cards. 

STOCKMAN'S RESTAURANT & CASINO 
1560 W. Will iams Avenue 
Fallon. 423-211 7 
Stockman's Restaurant & Casino of Fallon is a family 
owned and operated establishment offering the thrill 
of gaming 24 hours and live entertainment and 
dancing Tuesday thru Saturday. Stockman's boasts 
a truly delightful coffee shop complete with break­
fas~ lunch and dinner menu. Served impeccably with 
a down-home friendliness. Gracious dining is found 
in Stockman's Nevada Room where you'll enjoy your 
favorite steak, seafood, chicken and chop dish. 
Nevada Room dining is open 7 nights a week 5-10 
p.m. VISA/MC welcomed. Reservations accepted. 

WESTERN VILLAGE INN & CASINO 
1-80 E. to McCarran at Nichols 
Sparks. 331 -1 069 
Western Village's friendly staff won't let you leave any 
one of its three fine restaurants hungry. The Steak­
house, open nightly for dinner, serves steaks, prime 
rib, seafood, and Texas-style chicken 'n ribs. Daily 
specials throughout the week include steak and crab 
on Wednesday nights for only $7.95. Pancho and 
Willies Mexican Restaurant features unique south 
of the border dishes in a relaxing garden setting. 
Enjoya 99-cent margarita or one of the daily specials. 
Mondays and Wednesdays you can indulge in any 
entree for half price. Open daily for lunch and dinners, 
with champagne brunch on Sundays for only $3.95. 
The Colfee Shop offers a variety of American dishes, 
from the $1 .99 breakfast special to juicy steaks, 
delicious sandwiches, and other entrees. The Coffee 
Shop is open 24 hours a day, every day. Reserva­
tions advised. AE, MC, VISA. 0 

PAtfCHO It WILLIES HEXICAtf RESTAURAtfT 
Unique 'South of the border' dishes unmatched 

almost anywhere, Open for lunch and dinner daily. 
Champagne brunch on Sunday, 

THE STEAKHOUSE 
Steaks, Prime Rib, sea­
food and chicken n'ribs 
cooked "leKas-style". 
Delectable dining at 
moderate prices. 

• Uve entertain­
ment nllhtly for 
your listening 
anddandng 
pleasure. 

THE COffEE SHOP 
Open 24 hours a day, 

offering a variety of 
American dishes each 

served so that you 
won't go away hungry! 

• fREE Cabaret 
shows. Spedal 
room packales 

available. 

11~~~c,·" I'ill;If'C 
,,," ~( 'J";,si"" 

1-80 E. to McCarran at Nichols· Sparks· (702) 331-1069 

LOUIS & LORRAINE ERR EGUIBLE'S .r 

REAL 
BASQUE 
REVELRY 

AUTHENTIC BASQUE FOODS 
SERVED FAMILY STYLE 

LUNCHEON 1130· ' 30 • DINNER FROM 6 PM 

PRIVATE DINING ROOM FOR SPECIAL PARTIES 

Honoring 
AMERICAN EXPRESS • VISA 

MASTERCARD • CARTE BLANCHE 

PHONE 323-7203 
301 EAST FOURTH STREET 
FREE PARKING JUST J BLOCKS FRO M CASINOS 

"RENO'S MOST UNIQUE 
DINING EXPERIENCE" 

~ 
Famous 
Martin 
Hotel 

truly delightful experience" 

Basque and American dinners 
s rved family style 7 days a week 

o menu. Traditional bell ri ngs 
starting dinners at 6:00 p.m. 
unti l 10:00 p.m . Bar open from 
10:00 a.m. 'til midnight. 
Lunch served (menu) Mon.-Sat. 
11 :30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Railroad 8J. Melarky Streets 
Winnemucca, NV 89445 

(702) 623-3197 
Your Host 8J. Owner 
"Frenchy" Fouchet 
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FINDING THE ANSWERS 
Being admitted to a hospital means 
a patient needs answers to 
medical problems. The 
DIAGNOSTIC LABORATORY at 
Valley Hospital Medical Center is 
dedicated to this cause. Each day, 
dozens of tests need to be run on 
blood to determine what is 
causing a health problem. Our 
highly skilled team of medical 
technologists, pathologists and 
phlebotomists use state-of-the-art 
research equipment, including a 
soph isticated blood chemistry 

.---.--.----.--.--------- analyzer and coagulation 
instruments in order to provide 

quick, accurate results and 
make your hospital stay as 
short and efficient as 
possible. When you have a 
medical quest jon or problem, 
let Valley Hospital - the 
hospital of excellence - find 
the answer. 

Home of Flight for Life _ 

VALLEY"" 
HOSPITAL 
MEDICAL CENTER 
620 Shadow Lane 388-4000 

loANS 
FOR ALL REASONS! 

CARS BOATS VACATION HOMES COMPUTERS BAlliROOMS 

-
HOME EXPANSION INVESTMENTS RECREA TIONAL VEHICLES 

.. ~ 
~ 

EDUCATION SPAS PATIOS POOLS WALLPAPER VACATIONS 

~ -' ... - ..... :.. ... _ .. _- ..-.' KITCHENS PAINT TRUCKS CARPET PATIO COVERS 

Bring your reason to Frontier Savings. 
Call our new consumer loan department at 796-4400. 

Frontielaving'i 
~on 

c:U~ 
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The Queen 
WasWUd 
She was the most captivating 
poker partner I've ever had. 

By Tom F. Smith 

T he old woman and I reached the bank 
of video poker machines at the same 

time. I took one of two empty seats, she 
took the other, and we began feeding 
quarters into slots: a dumb way to kill the 
afternoon, and expensive. 

As I fed the hungry monster, I took a 
peripheral inventory of my companion in 
foolishness. She seemed ageless, a street 
person, dressed in Salvation Army attire 
and worn jogging shoes, but despite the 
rag-tag clothing, there was about her a 
humble grace. I imagined she was a 
mother who had worked her young life 
away to raise children and grandchildren, 
sacrificing so her family wouldn't suffer. 

Her face told the story. It was lined and 
crinkled by weather, pain, and lost teeth. 
Her brow was high, almost noble, her eyes 
bright and inquisitive. Any artist would 
have paid to get her on canvas. 

She took out a handkerchief with a 
stack of quarters tied in the corner. One by 
one she dropped them into the machine, 
holding her breath as the cards appeared 
on the screen, but her luck was scant, and 
most of the coins brought no return. 
Touched, I hoped her luck would improve. 

I was so involved watching her that a 
sudden flood of coins from my own 
machine startled me. Four jacks had ap­
peared on the screen, sending 100 quarters 
into the tray in front of me. Ashamed of 
my good fortune, I gave my neighbor a 
dumb grin as I scooped my prize into a 
Dixie cup. 

I was about to leave when a harsh, 
gutteral growl stopped me in my tracks: 
"You miserable scumbag!" I couldn't be­
lieve my ears. "That's the machine I al­
ways play," the old woman said. "You 
pushed in front of me!" From under the 
great folds of her garments she pulled a 
roll of greenbacks. Peeling off a twenty, 
she called to the change person, "Hey, 
Bruce, gimme two long rolls of quarters, 
and while you're at it, cash in Mr. High­
roller's Dixie cup and get him back on the 
bus to Fresno." 0 

Tom F. Smith lives and plays in Carson City. 



IT'S FINALLY EASIER TO LIVE 
TIlE liFE YOUWANf. 

Living the life you want means different things to different people. It 
can be the perfect vacation. The right car, truck or recreational vehicle. Or the 
remodel that would make you feel more at home. 

That's why First Interstate Bank of Nevada now offers Life-Styled Loans. 
Loans that make living the life you want a whole lot easier. In a number of 
different ways. 

1. SIMPLE INfEREST With our simple interest, you only pay for the days 
you use the money. So there are 
several ways you can save 
money. You can save by 

making your monthly payments early. 
By making double payments. Or even paying your loan off early. 

2. 24-HOUR APPROVAL. Apply for a Life-Styled Loan directly from First 
Interstate Bank, and we'll let you know where you stand within 24 hours. So you 
can save time as well as money. 

3. SKIP-A-PAYMENf OPTION. Some months seem to come with more bills 
than others. But with a First Interstate Life-Styled Loan, you have 

and we'll do the rest. Automatically. 

the option of skipping a loan payment 
one month during each year. Of course, 

it all depends on the type and maturity of your loan. So be sure to ask for details. 

4. PERSONAUZED PAYMENf SCHEDULE. Our new Life-Styled Loans 
let you pick the day of the month your payment is due. Which can be a big help in 
controlling your monthly budget. So come in and choose from our selection of 
available dates. 

5. 1/2 PERCENf INfEREST DISCOUNT Arrange to make your Life-Styled 
Loan payment directly from a First Interstate Bank account, and you'll save 1/2 

percent off our regular rate. Just tell us the day of the month you want the funds transferred 

For the full story on all our Life-Styled Loans, come into any First Interstate office today. Just tell us what you need. And we'll 

,how you how to ,,,,, living the life you wmt-with • 10m "yled ju" fot you. ~""""'/ 

~~1'He-lfe~~ · 
f i FIISf Intel'State Bank 



J u N 

The notch-leafed phacelia's flower­
ing (above) resembles the curling tail 
of a s orpion, so the plant is often 
called scorpionweed. In summer many 
Nevada foothills (nght) become gar­
dens filled with grass and wildflowers. 

The fish-hook barrel cactus bears 
fruit m winter, providing a gourmet 
treat for deer and rodents. In spring 
this spiny plant's flowers form a crown 
that tak s the shape of a pineapple. 
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B L o o M Spring wildflowers greet the 
change of season and give 
new life to the desert. 

The humble gilia is a tiny plant that 
likes to hide in gravel washes on 
desert slopes. Although its white flow­
ers are fragrant and numerous, the 
plant never grows any taller than two 
inches, so it's easy to overlook. 

The desert gold poppy is related to 
the California poppy, the official flow­
er of the Golden Bear State. This 
flower can be found in abundance 
throughout the Mojave Desert. 

May/June 85 NEVADA 97 



Tahoe's newest 5 -star 
casino resort features 
luxurious rooms, six fine 
restaurants , superstar 
entertainment, a lavish 
casino with Tahoe's high­
est limits and most liberal 
slots and "21;' plus Caesars 
Alpine Health Spa with 
heated Indoor pool, spas, 
racquetball courts and 
four championship lighted 
tennis courts. 

Year round recreational 
opportunities Include ski­
Ing at 21 major resorts , 
gOlf at Caesars ~dgewood, 
one of the country 's top 
five public courses, and 
water sports on beautiful 
Lake Tahoe. 

Call tollfree: 800-648-.3.35.3. 
In Nevada: 588-.3515. 

98 NEVADA May/June 85 



Baa4si4e 
A~~rac~ians 
Surfing in Vegas and 
other amusements. 

CompUed by Tom Derungs 

Catch a Wave on the Strip 
When the Las Vegas sun pushes temper­
atures over 100 this summer, try cooling 
off at the new Wet 'n Wild water park 
located between the Sahara and EI Ran ­
cho hotels on the Strip. 

The 26-acre family-oriented park will 
feature such soothing attractions as a 
500,000-gallon surf lagoon complete 
with simulated waves, a "Banzai Boggan" 
water roller coaster, a water playground 
with a replica of a 1930s-style zeppelin, 
and other rides and dripping delights to 
keep you cool and wet . The $14-million 
project is expected to open by Memorial 
Day weekend. 

White Water to Gardnerville 
During spring runoff the East Fork of the 
Carson River attracts a steady stream of 
white-water canoeists, kayakers, and raf­
ters. From the small town of Markleeville 
in California, rafters can careen 20 miles 
through cliffs and inlets, from alpine 
forest to sagebrush desert. Along the 
way hikers and anglers can explore side 
streams and traces of old mine and ranch 
buildings . 

Several outfitters offer two and three­
day trips on the Carson in May and June 
and provide transportation, equipment, 
food, and skilled guides. 

Besides the snowcapped Sie rra, green 
valleys, and plateaus draped in sage and 
wi ldflowers, the East Fork's most allur­
ing attractions are two mineral hot 
springs. The first bubbles out of a side 
canyon (at 104 degrees) and flows into a 
steaming pool at the river's edge. 
Another downstream runs over a ledge 
to create a natural shower. 

This is important: you must stop at the 
take-out beach near Gardnerville, as 
noted by the warning signs on your right. 
Just downstream the river plummets 
over the abandoned Ruhenstroh Dam­
it's a dangerous spot. 

For more information contact outfit­
ters like Headwaters, Peter Walenta, Box 
3551, Stateline, NV 89449, 702-588-
3002, or RAM River Expeditions, Tom 
Hoeck, 4681 Reggie Road, Reno, NV 
89502, 702-826-2307 Additional infor­
mation on raft trips for the disabled and 
underprivileged is avai lable from Envir­
onmenta l Traveling Companions, Fort 
Mason Center, Building C, San Fran­
cisco, CA. 94123, 415-474-7662. 

Historic Horse Hop 
Capital folklore and famous mansions 
are included in Hoofbeats' horse-d rawn 
ride through some of Carson City's old­
est and most notable neig hborhoods. The 
90-minute narrated tour departs from 
the Travelodge on North Carson Street, 
and its rubber-whee led ca nopy wagon, 
pulled by two horses, clops past 60 or 
more west-side homes, including the 
Governor's Mansion, and the Brewery 
Arts Center 

The nostalgic trot accom modates 20 to 
30 people at one time and runs weekends 
10 a.m. to 4 p. m .; prices are $5 for adults, 
$4 for kids and seniors. For information 
call 702-882-8147 or write Chuck 
Wright, Box 2346, Carson City, NV 
89702. 

Sierra Stargazing 
Stunning views of the nightt ime Nevada 

sky ca n be seen this summer through the 
powerful telescopes of McLean Observa­
tory, which is holding star-watching 
classes on Mount Rose in conjunction 
with Sierra Nevada College. 

The observatory houses a 22-inch 
Celestron Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope, 
the largest in the state, and the clear air 
and low light of the Mount Rose area 
makes for superior stargazing, a quality 
Nevada is known for Professor Robert 
Neville, the class guide, combines philo­
sophy with astronomy to present fasci­
nating information . The classes provide 
basic views of our universe, but the 
major focus is on curren t celestial events, 
including sightings of major planets, star 
clusters, double planets, interstellar 
gasses, the Spiral Nebula, and the 
Andromeda Ga laxy. 

Two weekend workshops, scheduled 
for the darker phases of the moon to 
provide better viewing, wi ll be held July 
19-21 and August 16-18 fo r $265 per 
person . Each class is limited to 12 partici ­
pants, so early reservations are sug­
gested. Specia l group classes are 
occasiona ll y arranged. For more informa­
tion write Sierra Nevada College, Box 
4269, Incline Village, NV 89450, or call 
702-831-1314 or 916-546-3856. 0 

Roadside AI/racfiolls were coI, fribuf ed by Tom 
OeruIIgs, Knflry A. Crisf , alld Pafricia Raill. 

Explore the Silver State 

Touring Nevada: A Historic and Scenic Guide 
by Mary Ellen and AI Glass 

Wheth e r you ' re exp lorin g 
Nevada for the first time or just 
want to rediscover the state, you' ll 
want to take along Touring 
Nevada. This handy guide outlines 
34 one-day trips, complete with 
maps, directions, mil eage counts, 

and photographs . The authors also 
include a brief historica l sketch for 
each region of the state . 

253 pages Over 50 photos 
Paperback $7.95 

Also of interest 

Trees of the Great Basin: A Natural History by Ronald Lanner 
256 pages 50 line drawings 50 color plates Paperback 512.50 Cloth 519.50 

Check your local bookstore or order from: 
University of Nevada Press, Reno, NV 89557 (702) 784-6573 

Ask for our free catalog 
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Travel Guide 
BOULDER CITY 

Visit Historic 
Boulder City 

Home of Hoover Dam & Lake Mead 

Art Galleries • Cultural Events 

Golf • Camping 

Water Sports • Parks 

m lBOulder I[l[] 
WICity II ~evada I 

For more information contact 

Boulder City Chamber of Commerce 
1497 Nevada Highway 

Boulder City, Nevada 89005 
(702) 293-2034 

PAHRUMP 

PAHRUMP 
VALLEY 

Where the sky's 
still the Umit 

For information, write or phone 
Pahrump Valley 

Economic Development Council 
P.O. Box 1335 

Pahrump, Nevada 89041 
(702) 727·6660 
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WINNEMUCCA 

Get 
Together In 
Winnemucca 

Winnemucca Convention & 
Vi sitors Bureau 

50 Winnemucca Blvd ., West 
Winnemucca, NV. 89445 

(70 2) 623·5071 

CARSON CITY 

• Friendly 
• Historic 
Carson City 
Chamber of Commerce 
702/882-1666 

ELKO 

lildharse 
laDCh & lesart 

STREAM 
and A 

LAKE FISHING 
Restaurant · Bar · Ice ' Rooms 

Mobile Home Rentals ' Boat Rentals 
RV Park· Horses · Laundry Room 

Showers & Restrooms 
Private airport with 5500 ft . runway 

Fishing & Hunting licenses 
Archie & Betty Corbari 

Your Hos 's 

65 miles north of Elko 
Phone: Northfork 6471 or 6472 thru 
Elko or, wri te for brochure and rates: 

Via: Elko, Nevada 89801 

CHICO, CA. 

oh nuts! 
Walnut meats packed by the 

R & K W alnut Shellers . 

5lbs. = $14.45 
10 Ibs. = $27.00 
25 Ibs. = $62.50 

plus handling & freight 
(also C.O.D.) 

R & K Walnut She llers 
Ralph & Karen Black, Prop. 

Rt.2 Box 56-B 
Chico, CA 95926 

916/343-7408 
DFA Inspected 



CARSON CITY 

Explore the Ultimate 
in Gracious Victorian Living 

THE 
ELLIOTT -CHARTZ 

HOUSE 

Carson City's Fi rst and Finest 
Bed and Breakfast Accommodations 
Antiques Scrumptious Breakfasts 

Comfortable Beds 
Afternoon Sherry and Tea 

Genteel Conversation 

Gayle and Bud Kle//e 
412 North Nevada 

Carson City, Nevada 89 701 
(702 ) 882-5323 

LAS VEGAS 

Deluxe 
Hoover Dam Tour 

and Cruise 

LAKE MEAD 
YACHT TOURS 

Come experience one of 
Nevada's most famous landmarks. 

Take a fascinating 1 y.; hour tour 
and see: 

• Hoover Dam 
• Sentinel & Boulder Islands 

• Castle Reef 
and much more, 

702/736-6180 
Authorized concessionaire of the 

National Park Service. 

BATTLE MOUNTAIN 

THE 
OWL 

CLUB 
& MOTEL 

72 East Front Street 
Battle Mountain. NV 89820 

702/635-2444 

The Owl Club and Motel invites 
you to h ave an adven ture into: 
GOOD OLD FASHIONED 
HOSPITALITY 

Where you can enjoy gaming. 
A new Bar 
A modem motel 
Bar Video Poker 
Dancing to the Southwind Band 
Texas Hold-em on Friday nights 
A Nevada mining artifacts museum 
An outstanding restaurant (we 
bake our own pastries and operate 
our own meat department) 

CARSON CITY 

~ 
bed 'n breakfast inn 

Fresh {lowers, turned down beds 
Well chosen wines 

Evening fruit and port 
Continental Plus breakfast 

Refrigerator raids ancliol1ed 

Chand Ie I' Caldwell 8{ Be tty Block 
Innkeep el's 

204 North Minnesota Street 
Carson City. Nevada 89701 

(702 ) 882 -5320 

HAWTHORNE (Continued from page 29) 

civilization's rat race." He adds with a 
smile, "If we need the lights and the action 
of the big city, we can always drive into 
Hawthorne." 

While Hawthorne may be a big city for 
ArtJones, Don and Jea n Strachan think it's 
just right. "We live here because, honestly, 
we see it as a community that won't grow 
too much. With government facilities on 
three sides, urban sprawl is impossible," 
Jean says. "People are friendly, informal 
and easy to talk to. People walk instead of 
drive in this town, so you meet them and 
get to know them." 

Don, a geologist, says, "I like the clear 
air and clean mountain vistas. More im­
portantly, I see Hawthorne as a safe com­
munity. When I'm traveling, I'm confi­
dent my family, left at home, can get help 
from friends and neighbors if they have a 
problem." 

The town's historic structures have 
suffered all the usual frontier assaults. The 
1926 fire wiped out most of the pre-1900 
buildings. The only major landmark left is 
the old courthouse, saved from the fire by 
several well-placed dynamite blasts. 

Today the most interesting local archi­
tecture can be found on the old Navy base 
in Babbitt. The base is open to civilian 
traffic; be prepared to show personal LD, 
to security guards at the entrance. 

Under government control, the build­
ings and landscaping of the old military 
reservation have escaped the vagaries of a 
boom and bust economy and provide a 
pleasant oasis in the desert. Manicured 
lawns spread out before the eyes. Elm and 
cottonwood trees that have never known 
a thirsty day provide shade for anyone 
who wishes to partake. Laughing children 
bike through the quiet streets and play 
ball on wide carpets of grass. Golfers 
gather nearby at the base's picturesque 
nine-hole golf course. 

Scenery and sports aside, boosters say 
that Hawthorne's greatest asset is its people 
- folks who have given the town a reputa­
tion as a survivor, who make the best of a 
situation, be it boom, bust, or cloudburst. 

Summers are hot and dry, but occa­
sional thunderstorms and gully washers 
send rivers coursing through places where 
lizards and jackrabbits live the rest of the 
time. One day last summer, such a storm 
blasted mud and debris through the yard 
of Max Chilcott's home in Hawthorne. 
Asked what he planned to do with the 
mess, Chilcott said to a reporter, "Maybe 
I'll leave it. I think it might be better soil 
than I had before." 0 

John S. Miller of Carson City is an employee of 
the Admi n istrative Office of the Courts. A weI/­
known Nevada newspaperman, he lived in 
Hawthorne as a yOtl/'lgster. 
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SHOWGUIDE 
Where the stars and shows are 

playing this spring. 

By Melissa Loomis 

SHOWS & STARS 
Following is a muster of the stars, revues, and 
extravaganzas you can see in Nevada show­
rooms in May and June. Hotets and casinos are 
tisted by territory as shown on the map in this 
issue's Nevada Catendar Schedules can 
change, so it's wise to call ahead for times, 
dates, and reservations. For out-of-state callers, 
Nevada 's area code is 702 . For the hotels ' toll ­
free phone numbers, call 800-555-1212. 

LAS VEGAS TERRITORY 
Aladdin, 736-0111 Entertainment TBA 

Barbary Coast, 737-7111 Jay Ramsey, 5 / 16-
29 : Irish Show Band, thru 7/ 5: Sam Butera and 
the Wildest , 6 / 6-7 / 3: Entertainment Committee, 
6 / 27-7 / 10 

Caesars Palace, 731 -7333: Joan Rivers / Doc 
Severinsen/ Garry Shandling, 5 / 1-7' Sammy 
Davis Jr.l Bili Cosby, 5 / 8-20 (dark 5 / 14): Libe­
race, 5 / 22 -27 Rodney Dangerfield, 5 / 29-6 / 10 
(dark 6 / 4) 

Circus Circus, 734-0410: Circus acts , 
11 :30am -midnight, free 

Del Webb's Nevada Club, Laughlin, 298-2512 

Desert Inn, 733-4566: Tony Orlando. thru 5 / 12: 
dark Mon. 

Dunes, 737 -4110: Lounge entertainment 

Edgewater, Laughlin, 298-2453 

EI Rancho, 796-2222: Lounge entertainment 

Flamingo Hilton, 733-3333: City Lites, revue, 
indf.. 7:45pm dinner show from $15 .95, 11 pm 
cocktail show $10 .95, includes 2 drinks: Bach 
/ Calamity Jane, 5 / 28-6 / 3: Calamity Jane, 6 / 4-
10: Sonny Turner, 6 / 11 -7 / 1 

Four Queens, 385-4011 Monday Nite Jazz, 
indl., Dondino, indl., The Platters, 4 / 30-5 / 19: 
The Van Dells, 5 / 21-6 / 2 

Frontier, 734 -0240: Siegfried & Roy in Beyond 
Beliel. thru 6 / 2 & 7 / 2-indl. , Moe Bandy/ George 
Strait. 6 / 3-9: Wayland Jennings/ Jessi Colter, 
6/ 10-23: TBA 6 / 24 -30 
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Golden Nugget, 385-7111 Cabaret: Paul 
Anka , 5 / 2-14 : Shecky Greene, 5/ 16-21 Alan 
King , 5 / 23-28: John Denver, 5 / 30-6 / 1 Sarah 
Vaughan, 6 / 6-11 David Brenner, 6 / 13-25: Paul 
Anka, 6 / 27 -7 / 9: Theatre Ballroom: Frank Sina­
tra, 5 / 24-27 

Hacienda, 798-0571 Fire & Ice, ice spectacu­
lar, indl., 8pm optional dinner show from $14 .95, 
8pm and 11 pm cocktail shows $10.95 

Holiday, 369-5000: Wild World of Burlesque, 
indl., lOpm & 12:30am Mon.-Fri ., 8pm, lOpm & 
12:30am Sat., dark Sun., $6 .95, includes 2 drinks 

Imperial Palace, 733 -0234: Legends in Con­
cert , indf ., 8pm & 11 pm cocktail shows $11 .95: 
dark Sun. 

Landmark, 733-1 110: Pete Barbutti / Big Tiny 
Little, 5 / 1-31 Mickey Finn Show, 6 / 1-30 

Las Vegas Hilton, 732-5755: Bal du Moulin 
Rouge, indl., starring Charo/ Charlie Callas thru 
5/7 starring Jim Nabors/ Lonnie Shorr 5 / 8-
6 / 18: 8pm dinner show from $19.50, midnight 
cockta il show $16. 

MGM Grand Hotel, 739-4567' Ziegfeld Thea ­
tre: Jubileel indl., 7:30pm & 11 pm, dark Wed., 
$25 : Celebrity Room: Oak Ridge Boys, 5/ 2-8: 
Mac Davis, 5 / 9-22 

Marina, 739-1500: Old Burlesque '85 with Bob 
Mitchel , indl., 8pm & lOpm Tues.-Sun., 8pm, 
lOpm, & midnight Fri .-Sat., $6.95 

Maxim, 731-4300: Paul Revere and the Raiders, 
4 / 29-5/ 9, 8pm & 1 0:15pm: dark Tues , $7 .95, 
includes 2 drinks 

Mint, 385-7440: Breck Wall's Bottom's Up '85, 
indf.. Tues.-Sun., Sandy Hackett 's Talent Show­
case, indf .. Mon. 

Palace Station, 367-2411 Lounge entertain ­
ment daily, 11 am-5am 

Peppermill's Western Village, Mesquite, 346-
5232 

Regency Casino, Laughlin, 298-2439 

Riverside Resort, Laughlin, 298-2535 

Riviera, 737-1755: Solid Gold / Fifth Dimension, 
4 / 24 -5 / 1 Solid Gold , 5 / 1-23: Barry Manilow, 
5 / 24-26 

Royal Casino, 733-4000: Cook E. Jarr, indl. 

Saddle West Casino, Pahrump, 727-5953 

Sahara, 737-2424: From the Top, revue, indl., 
George Carlin, 5/ 23-26 

Sam Boyd's California, 385-1222: Lounge 
entertainment 

Sam's Town, 456 -7777' Wrangler Showdown, a 
country and western music talent search, every 
Tues. night thru 6 / 11 

Sam's Town Gold River, Laughlin, 298 -2242 

Sands, 733-5453: Nightly entertainment 

Silver Slipper, 734-1212: Boylesque, revue, 
indl., 8pm, 10pm, midnight, dark Thurs., $6.95 

Stardust, 732-6325: Lido de Paris starring 
Bobby Berosini's orangutans, indl., 7pm & 11 pm 
nightly, $17 .50 , includes 2 drinks 

Sundance, 382-6111 Kathy Dahl / Richard 
Yusco, indl. 

Tropicana, 739-2411 Folies Bergere starring 
Ronn Lucas and Lance Burton, indl., 8pm dinner 
show $15 .95, 11 :30pm cocktait show $11 .95 : 
dark Thurs. 

Union Plaza, 386-2444: Broadway entertain­
ment nightly: 8pm dinner show from $11 .95, 
11 :45pm cocktail show from $7 .50 

RENO/TAHOE TERRITORY 
Caesars Tahoe, 588-3515: Kenny Loggins, 
5 / 24-26 : Johnny Mathis, 6/ 27 -30 

Carson City Nugget, 882-1626: The Lelands, 
4/ 30-5 / 26: The Motifs, 5/ 28-6 / 30 

Carson Valley Inn, Minden, 782-9711 Nightly 
entertainment and dancing 

Circus Circus, Reno, 329-0711 Circus acts, 
11 :30am-midnight, free 

Crystal Bay Club, Tahoe, 831 -0512: Yours 
Truly, 4 / 23-5 / 5 

Del Webb's High Sierra, Tahoe, 588-6211 
Gary Mule Deer, 4 / 30-5 / 12: Zelia, 5/7 -19: 
Danny Marona, 5 / 21 -6 / 9: Gary Mule Deer, 
6 / 10-23: Doug Kershaw, 6 / 11 -23 

Eldorado, Reno, 786-5700: Nightly enterta in­
ment, Tues.-Sun. 

Harrah's Lake Tahoe, 588-6611 South Shore 
Room: Tony Orlando/ Jim Stafford, 4/ 24-5 / 6: 
Don Rickles / Debbie Reynolds, 6/ 7 -13: Bill Cos­
by / Leo Sayer, 6/ 14-27 Mac Davis, 6 / 28-7 / 11 
Stateline Cabaret: Breakin ' Loose, revue, indl., 
Wed.-Mon., The Bus Boys, 5 / 28-6 / 9 (except 
Mon.), The Platters, 6/ 11-23 (except Mon.) 

Harrah's Reno, 329-4422: Headliner Room: 
Andy Williams, 4 / 25-5 / 1 Joel Grey/ Patti Page, 
5 / 2-8: Neil Sedaka , 5 / 9-15: Charo, 5 / 16-29: 
Glen Campbell , 5 / 30-6 / 5: Lynda Carter, 6 / 6-
12: Mel Tillis , 6 / 13-26: Mickey Gilley, 6/ 27 -7 / 3: 
Casino Cabaret: Bustin ' Out, revue, indl., Wed.­
Mon., Tavares, 4/ 30-5 / 5: The Shoppe, 5/7 -12: 
The Platters, 5 / 28-6 / 9 (except Mon.): The Bus 
Boys, 6 / 11-16: The Amazing Kreskin, 6 / 18-23 

Harvey's, Tahoe, 588-2411 Top of the Wheel: 
Ron Rose Sound , indl., Fredda Ross, 5/ 1-19: 
Roger Davis, 6 / 10-16: Jelsa Palao, 6 / 17-7/7' 
Casino Theatre Lounge: Ginger Corte 's Scan­
dals, revue, indl., Michael Darrin 's Les Vamps, 
revue, indl., Jawbone, 5/ 1-5: Sonny Turner, 5 / 1 
26: Entertainment Committee, 5 / 6-26: Coast to 
Coast, 5 / 27 -6 / 16: Winchester Cathedral , 5 / 27-
6 / 16: Martha 's ChildrenlVince Cardell , 6 / 17-
7/7 

Hyatt Tahoe, 831-1111 Motifs/ Two's Com­
pany, 4 / 30-5 / 5: Gartin Gathering / JW Moon, 



You know about Nevada's 
glittering cities, where non-stop 
casino action and world famous 
stars light up places like ''The 
Strip': Stateline and Virginia 
Street. 

But there's another Ne­
vada. A wide open place where 
you can camp beneath towering 
snow-capped peaks or cast your 
rod on a glassy desert lake. 

DISCOVER NEVADA. 
WRITE lOW. 

"Nevada's Got It" is a new, 
full color, 44-page recreational 
guide through Nevada. Territory 
by territory. Activity by activity. 

It'll show you a Nevada 
you didn't know existed and tell 
you where and when to fish, 

camp, ski, hunt, golf, explore 
and play. 

"Nevada's Got It" has it all 
and it's FREE. 

Come and get it. 

ABOVE: 
Nevada :S gal room to stretch out. 

Catch the eastern face of the Sierra at sun up. r------, I WANT IT. FREE! 
To get your FREt Copy of I 
"Nevada's Got It!" Send this coupon to: 

Nevada's Got It I 
Nevada Commission on Tourism 
p. O. Box 11430 I 
Reno. NV 895lO 

I 
I 

Slale __ Zip__ I 

NV1 

I 
I­
~ 
I 

t----~·4-



LAKE TAHOE: Christmas Tree Center, Incline Village; Roundhill Mall, Zephyr Cove; South 
Tahoe, Hwy 50, Park Plaza Shopping Center; RENO: Park Lane Mall; Meadowood Mall; 25 West 
Second Street; LAS VEGAS: Ethel M Chocolate Factory (458-8864); McCarran Airport; 
Meadows Mall; Union Plaza Hotel; Fashion Show Mall 
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517 -19: Liz Damon Show featuring Edda & 
Laura Bright, 5/ 21-6 / 2; Wade Brothers Band l 
Scooter and the Bee, 6/ 4-9 

John Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks, 356-3300: 
Gary Thompson 's Hi-Heel Sneakers, revue, indl. 

Li Brandi's, Topaz Lake, 266-3321 

MGM Grand Hotel, Reno, 789-2285: Ziegfeld 
Theatre: Hello Hollywood Hello, indl., starring 
Carol Channing, 5 / 8-indl. , 8pm dinner show 
from $22 ; cocktail show $18.50 ; Lion 's Den: Miss 
Pat Collins, the Hip Hypnotist, 5/ 1-28 

Mother Lode, Carson City, 883-0900: Lounge 
entertainment 

Nevada Lodge, Tahoe, 831-0660: Darren, thru 
5/ 12; David Proud , 5/ 14-6/ 2 

Ormsby House, Carson City, 882-1890: Crys­
tal , thru 5/ 5; Stan & Gloria , 4/ 30-5 / 12; Sweet 
Feat, 517-19 ; Spice, 5/ 14-6 / 2; Gartin Gather­
ing , 5 / 21-6 / 2; Two's Company, 6 / 4-23 ; 
Scooter and the Bee, 6/ 25-7 / 21 

Peppermill, Reno, 826-2121 Oh La La, thru 
5/ 5; Connection, 4/ 29-5 / 26 ; Reaction, 5/ 6-19: 
Oh La La , 5/ 21-26; Lelandsl Tommy Bell , 5 / 27-
6/ 30 

Reno Hilton, 785-7100: Opera House Theatre: 
Razzle Dazzle starring Frank Gorshin thru 5/ 19 , 
starring Carol Lawrence and Rip Taylor 5/ 20-
6/ 6; Cabaret: Power Play, thru 5 / 6 

Reno Ramada, 788-2000: Shirrel & Coulter, 
thru 5/ 4; Steve & Marian, 517-12 

Riverside, Reno, 786-4400 ' Dancing to the 
music of Jack Joseph Fri. and Sat. 

Sharkey's Nugget, Gardnerville, 782-3133 

Topaz Lodge, Topaz Lake, 266-3339 

Western Village, Sparks, 331-1069: Tommy 
Bell , 4/ 29-5 / 12; Michael John & Kimberly, 
4/ 29-5 / 19; Wray Brothers, 5/ 13-6 / 2: Main 
Stream, 5/ 20-6 / 9; Buckboard, 6/ 3-30; Crystal , 
6 / 11-23; Johnny Western, 6 / 24-717 

COVERED WAGON 
PONY EXPRESS & 

PIONEER TERRITORIES 
Battle Mountain: Owl Club, 635-5155 

Elko: Commercial Hotel, 738-3181 Stockmen 's 
Hotel. 738-5141 Red Lion, 738-2111 

Ely: Hotel Nevada, 289-4414 

Fallon: Fallon Nugget , 423-3111 

Hawthorne: EI Capitan, 945-3322 

Jackpot: Cactus Pete's, 755-2321 Horseshu 
Casino, 755-2331 

Tonopah: Mizpah Hotel , 482-6202; Station 
House, 482-9777 

Wendover. Goldrush Casino, 664-2255; Nev­
ada Crossing, 664-4400; State Line Casino, 
664-2221 Red Garter Casino, 664-2111 

Winnemucca: Star Hotel & Casino and Winners 
Hotel-Casino, 623-2511 

Yerington: Casino West, 463-2481 Dini 's 
Lucky Club, 463-2868 0 



BUZZARDS 
Gliding on thermals or perching with pals, 
the turkey vulture is always out to lunch. 

Story and photos by Tony Diebold 

The turkey vulture is the king of the 
thermals. With its six-foot wingspan 
it can outsoar even the golden 

eagle, catching updrafts in Nevada's desert 
valleys and floating gracefully for hours in 
search of food. 

The vulture also is trouble personified 
closer to the ground. Its large, bone­
colored beak contrasts chillingly with its 
balding red head and neck. Perched on a 
tree branch, with black eyes glaring and 
shoulders hunched, the vulture looks for 
all the world like death's messenger. The 
birds' habit of roosting together in dead 
cottonwoods makes a group of them seem 
even more ominous. They bristle their 
feathers, click their beaks, and make soft 
hissing noises at anyone who ventures too 
close. 

The vultures' scientific name comes 
from the Latin word cathartidae, meaning 
"scavenger" or "cleanser." Also called 
buzzards, these cousins of the condor live 
throughout much of the continent. In 
Nevada they often can be seen cleaning a 
lonely highway after an animal has lost a 
showdown with a car. 

In the cool of the morning you might 
see vultures sitting on fences or in trees 
with their wings spread in a looming pose. 
Scientists think this action is a pre-flight 
warm-up during which the birds' over­
sized wings catch the warming rays of the 
sun. Then the vultures go aloft to fly lazy 
spirals and wait patiently for breakfast. 0 

Tony Diebold of Gerlach is an avid outdoorsman. 
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NEVADA EXCLUSIVE 

Commemorative Prints 
50 Years of Legalized Gaming 
( 1931-81) 
This is a restricted offer Beautiful limited edition prints commemorating the 50th 
Anniversary of Legalized Gaming. lithographed (16" x 20" image size) on fine quality 
paper, signed and numbered by the artist, Erni Cabat, noted southwest painter. limited to 
150 prints of each painting - restricted stock available. Each collector to receive a 
certificate of authenticity. 

Issue price 550.00; now 557.50 each. 
T SLOTS 

NAME D Roulette, 557.50 
-------------- D Baccarat, 557.50 
ADDRESS D Blackjack, 557.50 

Check enclosed=-_____ _ 
Charge my: Visa 0 MasterCard 0 

C--IlY------------ D Slots, 557.50 
------------- D Poker, 557.50 
STATE & ZIP D Keno, 557.50 
------------- D Craps, 557.50 

D Set of seven, 5300 

Account number: ______ _ 
Exp. date: ________ _ 
Signature: _________ _ 

Nevada Magazine, Capitol Complex, Carson City, Nevada 89710-0005 
Call (702) 885-5416. 



Classified 
BED & BREAKFAST 

WINTER'S CREEK INN. This historic horse 
ranch offers refreshing streams and forests . 
Hot tub, fishing, hiking, horses to ride. Our 
Victorian appointed home awaits the most dis-
criminating. Minutes from Reno, Tahoe and 
Carson City. (702) 849-1020. 

BOOKS 

EASY COOKIN' IN NEVADA & TALES 
OF THE SAGEBRUSH STATE, by June 
Broili. 144 recipes & stories about John Mackay, 
J.E . Church, Dat so la lee, Las Vegas, and 
more- $14.95 ppd. Anthony Press, Box 836, 
Reno, NV. 89504. 

A new book, TREASURES OF DARKNESS, 
reviews mankind's efforts, from caveman to 
computerman, to create permanent, comfort-
able shelter. By Nevada authors. See advertise-
ment in "MARKETPLACE." 

NEVADA & THE WEST. Send SASE for list 
of books on ghost towns, prostitution, lost 
mines, cookbooks, etc. McDonald Publishing, 
Box 20443, Reno, NV. 89515. 

NEW! THE REDLIGHT LADIES OF VIR-
GINIA CITY, NEVADA. True stories of their 
legends and violent deaths, photos, letters. 
AUTOGRAPHED. $4.95 ppd. George Williams, 
Publisher, Box 413-N, Riverside, CA. 92502. 

"SLOT MACHINES" by Marshall Fey, 
grandson of the inventor. Award of Merit, 
Amer. Assn. of State and Local History. A 
pictorial history (over 400 illustrations, 200 in 
color) of slots from their inception through the 
casino machines of today. 9x12 format, 240 
pages, hardbound. $30 postpaid. LIBERTY 
BELLE, 4250 S. Virginia St., Reno, V.89502. 

SAGEBRUSH SOLDIERS, Nevada troops 
in the Civil War. 110 pp. $3 postpaid. P. Smith, 
1207 Cavalier Lane, W. Chester, PA. 19380. 

"TALES OF TAHOE" by David Stollery, 
Lake Tahoe newspaper columnist. Fourth print-
ing. 250 pages of Tahoe history and legend. 
lllustrated. Order from David Stollery, P.O. 
Box 1792, Encino, CA 91316. $10.80 postpaid. 

NYE COUNTY GHOST TOWNS-Defini-
tive history of Central Nevada covering 175 
ghost towns and 200+ photos. Available from 
author. Autographed if desired. $10.95 post-
paid. Shawn Hall, Box 9424, Reno, V. 89507 

MAPS 

NEVADA GHOST TOWN MAPS. Over 300 
ghost towns on Nevada topo map. Send $3.00 
to: Ghost Town Maps, P.O. Box 5995, Reno, 

V.89513. 

PERSONALS 

LOVELY ASIANS desire correspondence 
love, marriage with sincere men of all ages 

Great Nevada 
Hold Up! 
Chic blue suspenders with white 
NEVADA logo and a sturdy leather 

Photos, complete info. $5, refundable. Bo x crosspatch. They won't let you down! 
928NM, Carmichael, CA. 95609. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

GET A NEVADA MAGAZINE ASSIGN-
MENT IN A UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA 
PHOTO WORKSHOP led by Editor C.J. 
Hadley and UNR professor & free lancer Phil 
Padellford. Meets 6 times between June 14 & 
July 13. Features real assignments with possible 
pay, speakers from LOOK & LIFE, field trips. 
Limited sign-up. For info call UNR Continuing 
Education. 702-784-4046. 

DON DONDERO, Photographer, for thos e 
s people who want the best & to whom price i 

secondary. P.O. Box 7256, Reno, NV. 89510 
(702) 825-7348. 

SUMMER CAMP 

GIRLS RIDING CAMP: Live an adventur e 
p on a working horse ranch: ride every day, slee 

in our bunkhouse! Trail rides, horse show s, 
baby farm animals! June thru Aug. $195.00 w k. 
includes everything. Age 10-18. For free bro 
chure: ARTIST VIEW STABLE S, Star Rout e, 
Wellington, V. (702) 465-2333. 

TOKENS 

NEVADA AND ATLANTIC CITY GAMIN G 
1. AND CASINO TOKENS. We buy and sel 

Send for free list of specials. Deb's, P.O. Bo x 
6445, Burbank, CA 91505. 

Classified Rates 
Type only, no artwork. Typeset in 8/ 9 Centu 
Schoolbook, maximum 42 characters per lin 

ry 
e. 
9 
ts 
I, 
x, 

Minimum size allowed, 3 lines; maximum, 
lines. Cost is $8 per line. Frequency discoun 
available. Send copy with check to Patty 01 

evada Magazine Classified, Capitol Com pie 
Carson City, NV. 89710-0005, or call (70 2) 
885-5416. 

Sizes for any body: Size S ($6.50) fits 
svelte bodies up to 5'5", Size R 
($9.50) fits up to 6', and Size X ($9.50) 
fits the high and mighty. Prices 
include postage. 

To order, use the insert envelope 
in the center of this issue, or send 
check to: 

NEVADA Magazine Suspenders 
Capitol Complex Dept. 3S 
Carson City, NV 89710-0005 

Save $1.75 off the 
newsstand price. 

Subscribe 
Today! 

THE MAGAZINE OF TH:Jt REAL 'WEST 

Explore the Real West in the 
pages of NEVADA Magazine. 
A one-year (six-issue) subscription 
is just $9.95 (newsstand price 
$11.70). 

To order, use the insert 
envelope in the center of this 
issue, or send check to: 

NEVADA Magazine Subs 
Capitol Complex Dept. 3H53 
Carson City, NV 89710-0005 
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Marketplace 
AIR CHARTER 

OC 
COMMERCIAL AIR CHARTER. INC. 

Grand Canyon tours also. 

(702) 798-4060 
Beeper: 38 Hi225 

5030 Parad ise Rd • • 8-206 
La, Vega • . Nevade 8911 9 

COUNTRY STORE 

In Historic Genoa 
Famous Ice Cream! 

JEWELRY 

Ludel's Jewelry 
Invest in Diamonds 

Leonard Ludel, Diamond Cutter 
Founder 

Your opportunity to obtain fine diamonds 
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER 

See your very own gem stones 
CUT and weighed for you 

Examine them under magnification on our scopes 

Our Diamonds are cut in Nevada 
Fine Jewelry & Diamonds 

By Appointment Only 
1452 S. Hwy. 395, Gardnerville '(702) 782-2646 

MISCELLANEOUS 

CASINO CHIPS 
F RO M ALL MAJOR CAS INOS 

FOR SALE 
AUlhenlic Casino Chips & Tokens Availab le in 

ANY QUANTITY. 
(Single Chip Orders Accepted) 

ALSO AVAILABLE 
• Professional "Casino Chips" Poker Sets. 
• Casino Cards, Dice, Layouts, Tokens, etc. 

Send $2 for SAMPLE CHIP & CATALOG 
IWe also Buy, Sell , T rade, Casino Chips & Tokens) 

- MA il INQUIIIIES ONl Y -

CASINO CHIPS 
P.O . BOX H· 14827 • LAS VEGAS. NV 89114 

.OTN WM F BORLAND. POSSESSOR 
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Explore old town sites with 
PRECISE MAPS OF OLD WESTERN TOWNS 
Large prints of Ihousands of detailed fire insurance maps are 
available for S2 a sheet from our standard library 35mm 
microfilm. for ordering InfOrmalion on either the prints or the 
reels. wnte: 
VlAD SHKURKIN, PUBLISHER (415) 232-7742 

6025 Rose Arbor, San Pablo. CA 94806 

r--~;;;=~=P7;E::;---­

I 
I 
I 

MAIL HANDLING 
& FORWARDI NG 

I ... FOR YOUR PERMANENT MAILING ADDRESS 
MSI prOYIdes IrJvtlt15 & peOplt IA mOb,le occupations willi I permanent loulton! 

I bue lor the rtetlpt & IOfWJrdHlQ ollllell mati DeslgntcllQ glye prompt . proleSSlonJl 
conhllentral altenhon 10 your mill nomaltt,l'KIwulIIQutlntSllUJlron 

I . SAME · DAY fORWARDING • 2. HR PHONE SERVICE 

• GUARANTEEO PRIVACY • EMERGENCY CONTACT SERVICE I . PARCEL FORWARDING • SPECIAL REMAlllNG 
MAIL SERVICE • N'VAOA RE~OENT AGENT 

1-;q'NTERNATlONAl _ I 
I call or wnte VISA 

P.O. BOX 11617 ~ I RENO, NEV 89510 ......... I ® '"-. (702) 323-5331 ~ 

.. _------------ ... P·J!'¥;N;lhiiMe_ 
Elizabeth Rassi~ 

- Fine Art -
• Contemporary graphics. Limited edition 

lithographs, etchings, serigraphs, 
monotypes 

• Rare botanica l and zoological prints 
• Illuminated manuscripts leaves 

paintings by: Kazuya Sakai 
sculptures by: Joseph Orlando 

Franktown Corners 
2303 Kietzke Lane · Reno, Nevada 

(702) 827-6868 

r-...... • · .. -----------------, VIRGINIA CITY MINT, LTD. 
Our pride in Nevada is reproduced in the art of 
cloisonne. Seven individual colors highlight each 
feature of this beautiful belt buckle depicting the ele­
gance of the Comstock. This Nevada State Seal Belt 
Buckle will prove a handsome addition to any ward­
robe . Watch the next issue for an " All new belt 
buckle from VCM " 

This beautiful belt buckle is offered in your choice of , 
precious metal finish ; .999 fine SILVER or 24K GOLD , 
plate over Copperclad base . Prices: LG . GOLD , 
$39 .95; LG . SILVER $34 .95; SM . GOLO $34 .95 ; SM , 
SILVER $29 .95 Plus 6% tax. SATISFACTION ' 
ASSURED. : 

fM!!!!IiiIl P.O . Box 12340 ~II i I .. ~;;~';;~~;:~~ ...: 
~-----------------------~ 

BOOKS 

Treasures of Darkness 

"Bankers should make Treasures 
of Darkness mandatory reading for 
anyone seeking a loan to build 
a house:' 
D. D., Builder/Developer 
"I found Treasures to be very 
interesting reading - perhaps due more 
to thp. philosophy behind the book 
than to the technological ideas 
presented." 
j. S, Mine Worker 

"I think anyone who is thinking about 
installing solar should read the book." 
L. H., Jet Engine Mechanic 

Treasures of Darkness now 
available from local bookstores - or, 
send $19.95 plus $3.00 tax, postage 
and handling to: TREASURES, 
p. O. Box 102, Sparks, NV 89431 

RESTAURANTS 

Sharkey's 
NUGGET 

Something for everyone 

PLUS THE GREATEST 
AND FINE ST 

PRIME RIB IN THE WORLD 
Hwy.395 

Gardnerville, Nevada 

A FREE DRINK TO EVERYONE 
Any day Ihe SUN DOESN'T SHINE In 

BOULDER CITY 
NEVADA 

A FREE DRINK ID EVERYONE 
who brings In THIS lID. 

Your '-a: F,..,1<rYuu 

WESTERN STORES 

~LKO OT IE Quality shoe & boot repair 
",,-0 Ii.» Bring in or mail to: 
V 457 Railroad Street 

Elko, NV. 89801 
(702) 738-8546 

CLYDE GREGORY 
National Cowboy Boot 
Repair Award Winner 

Renowned for his 
quality 

& efficiency 

7th pair of new heels FREE!!! 



Western, English 
and Ranch Outfitters 

Two locations in Northern Nevada: 
Western Store Hitchin' Post 

IU20 E. 4th Street :!UllU Hwy. 50 East 
Reno Ca rson City 

. :!29-91 07 llll:!-:J6:!:J 

"Outfilten ist Outfit in Nevada" 
E:O; lal.lli :-;ht"fl in HUi4 

ELKO 
GENERAL MERCHANDISE 

"Anacabe's" 
48 years of quality at fair prices! 

* * * 
CarhartVLevi/Wrangler/Lee 

Tony Lama/Santa Rosa/LaCrosse 
* * * 

White Boots - Wilson Boots 
In-stock & made-to-order 

* * * 

REAL ESTATE 

Mountain View Management 
& I nvestment Corp. 

M 
V 
M 
V 
M 
V 
~ 

LAKE TAHOE 
INVESTMENTS AND 
VACATION RENTALS 

TOLL FREE 
800-962-1 489 CA. 

800-821-4056 NAT 

LOUIS G. MARTIN 
Realtor 

p.o. B ox 10901 , Zephyr Cove 
Nevada 89448 

m 
IHALTOD" H 

Y o 293-6014 
E ~ __ .:.~A;:;S~S~O~C::;IA:;:.TE~S~ __ 

1325 Arizona Street Boulde r City. NV 89005 

HOMES-LAND-BUSINESS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

INVESTMENT CONSULTANTS 
Live in what some call the Beverly Hills 

of Las Vegas. Views of Lake Mead, 
the golf course and mountains. 

Your needs are our goal. Home or Estate. 

BARTON HYDE-Broker 702-293-6014 

DESERT MOUNTAIN 
REALTY, INC. 

Serving all of 
Northern Nevada 

Residential • Commercial 
Business Opportunities 

Raw Land • Farm & Ranch 

1060AvenueF . East Ely, NV.89315 m 
(702) 289-8410 or (702) 289-3038 L.I:::I 

... ue»' 

Serving the best of two worlds 
Lake Tahoe & Carson Valley 

• Bowp'er 
Realtu 

&Assdc. 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

P.G. Box 10829 
Zephyr Cove, Nevada 89448 

Louise M. Manoukian 
Licensed Real Estate Salesman 

Bus. (702) 588-6241 
Res. (702) 782-2308 

EVELYN FITCH ROWE 
Broker 

RICHARD J. ROWE 
Realtor 

21 ACRE PYRAMID LAKE RESORT 
Own the only resort at beautiful Pyramid 
Lake, Nevada with year-round trophy trout 
fishing and unlimited recreation. Resort con­
sists of 2 bars with slots, restaurant, general 
store, snack bar, service station, 26 space 
trailer park, RV park, campground, 2 homes 
and much more. CERTIFIED WATER 
RIGHTS. Room for expansion. 

639 N. Rock Blvd., Sparks, NV 89431 
Phone: (702) 331-2233 

HORSESHOEING 

GEORGE QUARTA, JR. 
Corrective shoeing corrected 

Since 1956 
(818) 247-0537 

I ndex to Advertisers 
Action Jet Helicopters. Inc . 
American Investors 
Authenlic Homes Corp. 
Best Western International 
Boomtown / Winners/ Star 
Boulder Celebration . 
Boulder City Chamber of Commerce 
Cabat Collectibles 
Caesars Tahoe 
Carson City Chamber of Commerce 
Carson City Tourism Authority 
Cattlemens 
Classified / Marketplace 
Club Cal Neva 
Comstock Hotel 
The Edwards House 
Eldorado Hotel 
The Elliott -Chartz House 
Elks Helldorado Days 
Ethel M Chocolates 
First Interstate Bank 
Four Queens Hotel 
Francois Pioche Gallery 
Frontier Savings Association 
Harolds Club 
Harvey's Resort Hotel 
Hillon Hotel 
Holiday Casino .. 
Lake Mead Yacht Tours 
Louis' Basque Corner . 
McCarran International Airport 
J. S. McElhinney. DDS 
Martin Hotel 
Maxim Hotel 
Nevada Beef Council 
Del Webb 's Nevada Club 
Nevada First Thrift 
Nevada Metallurgical. Inc. 
Northstar at Tahoe 
John Ascuaga 's Nugget 
The Owl Club & Motel 
Pahrump Chamber of Commerce 
Parker's Weslern Wear 
Play Mate Resort Marinas 
Ponderosa Ranch 
R & K Walnut Shellers 
Real Log Homes 
Reno Rodeo 
Riverside Casino. Laughlin 
Security Bank of Nevada 
Sierra Nevada College 
Sparks Family Hospital 
Slar Hotel. Elko 
Station House. Tonopah 
Stetson .. 
Stockmen's Motor Hotel , Elko 
Tonopah. Jim Butler Days 
Travel Nevada 
Tropicana Hotel 
Tuxon Electric . 
University of Nevada Press 
U.S. Senior Open 
Valley Hospital 
Walley's Hot Springs . 
Western Village Inn & Casino 
Wildhorse Ranch & Resort 
Winnemucca Convention Center 
Wrangler 
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BucJCaroo 
Balladeers 

At the Poetry Gathering in Elko, seldom was 
heard a discouraging word, and the cowboys 

were talking all day 

By Roger Smith 

It's funny-used to have anly dogs and birds to 
recite my poetry to. I run off two good dogs that 
way. Now Igot people listening. - Bill Doramus 

A young man stretches between calf­
high boots and a broad-brimmed Stetson, 
his clothes-hanger moustache, twirled and 
waxed, jutting past his cheeks. He leans 
forward on the podium, surveying his 
audience, and his voice twangs like a 
handsaw as he recites: 

"A bunch of the boys were whooping it 
up in the Malamute Saloon " 

Later, an older man steps to the micro­
phone. His spindly legs bow like paren­
theses, and a bay window pushes down 
over his belt. His leather-colored face is 
shaven close and deeply lined. He speaks 
tersely, as if it would be foolish to waste 
more than one breath on a sentence: 

"1 made this po-em about Old Smoke. 
Toughest horse I ever rode." 

During his ballad about the ornery 
cayuse, he stares dead ahead over the 
audience jamming the auditorium, past 
the TV camera, through the walls of the 
Elko Convention Center, and into his 
memories. His voice chokes to a whisper 
when he gets to the part where Old 
Smoke dies. 

In this way hundreds of poets met face 
to face, verse to verse, in Elko during the 
Cowboy Poetry Gathering conducted by 
the Institute of the American West from 
January 31 to February 2. Some of the 
poets and balladeers looked as if they had 
never busted brush- "You got a lot of 
costume here," one old hand said- but 
the Gathering was the biggest, best-run, 
most colorful poetry shindig that the 
world has ever seen. Even the most critical 
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observers saw that among the would-be 
cowhands, real buckaroos, rodeo riders, 
folk singers, New York reporters and LA. 
photographers, there was something worth 
listening to about cowboys, that breed of 
hard-working loners who often get lost 
behind the movie myths and predictions 
of their demise. 

"Every 20 years or so somebody claims 
that cowboys are dying out, but they seem 
to keep going," said James Griffith, the 
Arizona folklorist whose lecture opened 
the conference. "It's a very distinct and 
separate cultural tradition. Their poetry is 
about this sort of life from the inside, 
celebrating an insiders view of a highly 
skilled and still dangerous occupation." 

Georgie Sicking is one of those to keep 
going. A Fallon rancher, she has cowboyed 
in Arizona, California, and Nevada for 
more than 50 years. She wrote poetry to 
entertain herself and finally showed it to 
someone two years ago. Her reading at 
the Gathering made her a celebrity, but 
after a series of interviews she sighed, 
"The women ask me what it's like to be a 
woman buckaroo. I don't know what to 
tell them. You have to be there." 

Coloradan Baxter Black, the cowboss of 
buckaroo poets, seemed impressed with 
the event. "Before I came to Elko," he said, 
"1 couldn't name two other cowboy poets. 
But there's a lot of them hiding out there 
in the brush." 

He was right. At least 50 men and 
women, ages 18 to 80, read, recited, or 
sang their compositions, and if not all of 
them were cowboys, all shared an interest 
in ranch life. They spoke of fearsome 
horses, dead pardners, comic mishaps, 

heroic rides; they complained of the eco­
nomic hardships, the cussedness of cattle 
and the weather; they cursed the govern­
ment; and when they could, they made 
fun of themselves while apologizing for 
nothing. The quality of the verse ranged 
from doggerel ballads that imitated Robert 
Service to poems that were respectable by 
anyone's standards. 

Some of the participants recited as if 
honor and duty required it. One rancher, 
nervous to distraction, fumbled to a stop 
in the middle of a poem about the one 
horse he could never break, and he said, 
"You know, I'd sooner be riding that 
bronc right now than trying to read out 
this poem." But he got through it, and 
nobody cared if he quavered a bit. 

"This is going absolutely god dam 
great," said Ernie Fanning of the 102 
Ranch in Storey County. He had been 
irritated at the fancy clothes of some of the 
younger bards, but the poetry suited him 
fine. He enjoyed tilting back his big bowler 
and swapping poems with other cattle­
men. "You have to teach one to learn one," 
he said. Like many others there, Fanning 
said he believed that a good poem doesn't 
really belong to one person because each 
reciter adds something of himself. 

Some poets saw the Gathering as a 
chance to expand the ranges of buckaroo 
themes. Montana rancher Wallace McRae 
discussed how the movie cowboy myth 
ignores what ranching is really all about­
a business- and how buckaroos might 
suffer from their heroic image because 
they feel they have to live up to the stories 
that writers like Will James have told 
about them. However, by talking about 
their actual experiences through poetry, 
they can go beyond the myth. 

"There's a lot of romance and bull," 
McRae said. "We do it all the time. But we 
should talk about other things. We tend to 
ignore love and talk about lust. We hold in 
rage. Sometimes I think this is dishonesty. 
We should be less romantic and more 
human." 

Perhaps that's what made the Gathering 
so worth listening to-those songs and 
poems in which the poets were trying to 
write about people and not an image. 
Beyond the fun of the gab, bawdy songs, 
nostalgia, carousing, and publicity, the 
Gathering sometimes encouraged a person 
to stand in front of, not behind, the 
popular myth of the buckaroo. 

As Georgie Sicking wrote in "To Be a 
Top Hand," 

"I've handled lots of cattle 
And ridden many a mile, 
And I figure I'm doin ' my share 
If I get in the way 
Just once in a while." 0 

Roger Smith of Reno teaches English at UNR 
and rides close herd on the Nevada poetry 
scene. 
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