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Letters 

Let Me Count The Days 
Git yorself a Nevada Magazine calendar 
for the composing room. 

Your J an/Feb 1987 issue, recei ved 
January 15, 1987 told us what we could 
see if we went to Nevada New Year's Eve 
parties December 31, 1986. What a laid­
back subtle way to tell us where to go! 

Incidentally, the 1958 Kentucky Derby 
goes in May. I like Silky Sullivan. 
What are his chances? 

Jim Collier 
Las Vegas 

For years my uncle, Arthur C. Erwin 
of Boulder City, sent us as a gift your 
beautiful Historic Calendar. He passed 
away last April, and so far we have not 
received any advertising material 
concerning the calendar from you. WE 
CANNOT OPERATE IN OUR HOUSE­
HOLD WITHOUT THIS HISTORIC 
CALENDAR! 

My husband loves the old photo , and 
can hardly wait to tum the page each 
month to see what the next picture will 
be. Each morning we record on it who 
won our daily cribbage game-and we 
also record funds coming in and/or going 
out. It is posted on our refrigerator, in an 
area that divides our kitchen from our 
breakfast nook-and is looked at, for one 
reason or another, several times each day. 
My husband's favorite photo last year was 
of a group of people sitting around a large 
table, obviously stuffed after a heavy 
meal...or maybe that was the year before. 
At any rate, please send us an order form, 
and we'll send you our check promptly. 

The Big Picture 

Thelma TRoyer 
Porterville, CA. 

This letter is regarding the treatment of 
the photograph by Steve Nelson that 
appeared in the centerspread of the 
Jan/Feb 1987 

Don't mess up a man's good work by 
putting all that printing on the side of his 
picture. Give him credit, and/or story, on 
another page, or at least off the picture. 

This is my first letter to your 
magazine. I have been a reader of yours 
for some years. Keep up the good work. 

Scott Griffis 
Lake Charles, LA. 

The picture on page 48 of the Nov/Dec 
1986 issue, "Old Deserted Movie House, 

(Continued on page 8) 

From the 
Publisher 
More than 10,000 of you responded 
to our recent reader hip survey, and 
we sincerely appreciate your input. 
We learned that our readership 
collectively spends more than $225 
million a year on travel and dines 
out more than 666,000 times a 
week (hence this special restaurant 
issue) . We also learned that in 
1986 our readership made more than 
595,000 person-trips to the Reno­
Tahoe area, 414,000 person-trips to 
La Vegas, and 248,000 per on­
trip to rural Nevada. We even 
learned that our readers take more 
vacations, fly more often, and are 
more likely to rent cars than readers 
of other travel magazines like 
National Geographic Traveler and 
Travel and Leisure. 

Thanks to what we have learned 
from you, I hope that we can make 
the magazine even better. 

I have been greatly impressed 
with the variety and quality of 
events and entertainment here in 
Nevada. The range is unmatchable 
anywhere with events like the 
Winnemucca Western Art Roundup, 
Olympic champions skating at 
Harrah's Tahoe, world-class magic 
at the Frontier in Las Vegas, rodeos 
and powwows everywhere, and so 
much more. And even getting here 
can be interesting with oppor­
tunities like the Reno Fun Train. I 
look forward to experiencing all the 
state has to offer-because every­
thing I've seen i great! 

Some events that I'm looking 
forward to--and I'm sure you are 
too--are the dedication of the Great 
Basin National Park in late spring 
and Ely's centennial celebration on 
the first weekend in August. For 
information on these events, call 
702-289-8877 Expect more on 
these and other Nevada getaways in 
the next issue. 

W e do business d iffe r­
ently at Nevada First 
Thrift Bank - a hand­

shake binds a deal and you 
can count on our word , our 
most valuab le asset. 
You have my word for it 
Nevada Style. 

~ 
SIDNEY STERN FOUNDER/PRESIDENT 

SAVINGS 
HIGH INTEREST with SAFETY 

LOANS 
PERSONAL. REAL ESTATE 

and BUSINESS 
S1.000 to S1.Ooo.ooo 

LEASING 
ALL TYPES 

CONVENIENT TERMS 

NEVADA 
FIRST 
THRIFT 
BANK 

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED 

MEMBER FDIC 

STATEWIDE OFFICES 
ASSETS OVER 

$150,000,000 
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What does it mean to you that 
First Interstate Bank has more offices, more 
drive-ups, more Day & Night Tellers* and more people 
to help you than any other Nevada bank? 

It means you'll have more time 
for more important things. 

llFII'Sf Interstate Bank 
Nobody makes banking easier. 
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Letters 
(Continued from page 5) 

Caliente," by Roy Herrick, brought back 
some good old memories. 

In 1935 and 1936 I was working at the 
Union Pacific Railroad depot in Caliente 
and in the evening I sold tickets for 
movies at that movie house. On Saturday 
nights after the show we pushed back all 
the chairs and had a dance. 

Hanging from the ceiling were two or 
three dozen white umbrellas, left behind 
after a parade or celebration at some even 
earlier time. 

Those were the good old days. Love 
your magazine. 

Issues and Answers 

Avanell Farrell 
San Pedro, CA. 

I never thought I'd be wrItmg this letter 
to the Nevada Magazine , but I am sorry 
to say that the Jan/Feb 1987 issue was 
almost a total misuse of print. 

Some redeeming features are, in my 
mind, "Letters," "The Legislature: 100 
Years ... " by Guy Shipler, the dizzying 
photo of wild horses on Mustang 
Mountain by Stephen Nelson, "Famous 
Homes from Nevada's Past," "The Search 
For Shangri-Spa," by Chris Kary , artist 
Vicki Gallagher, "Scenic Drives" by 
Roger Smith, and Classified Ads. The 
balance, in my opinion, doesn't belong in 
the magazine. 

Your new format, as far as I am 
concerned, is not going to make it. Go 
back to basics, the smell of a sagebrush 
campfire, the beautiful relaxing smell of 
the desert, and you've put your ideas on 
Nevada over! 

Bill Smith 
Willows, CA. 

Just read your Jan/Feb 1987 issue, which 
we receive at work. 

Once upon a time sent gift 
subscriptions to my relatives in Iowa and 
Washington, D.C. They were impressed 
and what a great impression of Nevada 
they received. Alas-no more. All there 
is now is schedules , calendars, and 
advertisements. 

What happened to the "meaty" 
magazine of ex-publisher C.J. Hadley? 
Sad, sad, sad. 

Judy Jayo 
Sparks 

Congratulations! Your Jan/Feb '87 issue 
is the most readable and interesting in 
years. Come next issue we'll need a bit 
more on fishing, still one of the most 
active participant sports in the state! 

John Mooney 
Yerington 

Nevadans in High Society 
When Nevadans go to Washington, D.C. 
to toil in the federal bureaucracy, they 
yearn for wide-open deserts, mountains on 
the horizon, a let-live attitude, and any 
place fun that's open after II p.m. 

These sentiments and a longing to 
share the camaraderie of Nevada inspired 
the creation of the Nevada State Society 
in Washington, D.C. 50 years ago. On 
March 12 the society will celebrate its 
golden anniversary with a Capitol Hill 
party honoring past society presidents and 
welcoming Rep. James Bilbray, D-Nev. , 
into the fold. 

In Nevada's unique political way, 
bipartisanship is the mood at society 
parties. It was in that spirit that Sen. 
Chic Hecht, R-Nev. , hosted a recent 
society party for Sen. Harry Reid, D­
Nev., after the swearing-in ceremonies. 

The 50th anniversary party will feature 
a roll-call of all past society presidents, 
including the first one, Nick Bosta of 

llEVADA 
HIGHWAYS AND PARKS 

l'l'RUSHFI' fn TH~ r-.:f:\ AnA nEr,-\RT~lt T Of HIGH" AYS 

l\IAY 19,7 

Ely. Bosta and the other past presidents 
will receive framed lithographs of a 1937 
cover of Nevada Highways and Parks 
(now Nevada Magazine). 

The membership roll includes some 
familiar Nevada political names-Laxalt, 
Santini, Cannon, and Hecht, to name a 
few. Also on the roster are entertainers 
Wayne Newton and Pete Barbutti. 

The list goes on, thanks to efforts like 
those of current president Dan Mcleod. 
He carries a stack of application blanks in 
his car. "If I see a Nevada license plate in 
a parking lot," Mcleod says, "I stick one 
on the windshield." It works. The last 
recruit was an Air Force nurse from Reno 
who didn't even know the society existed. 

Chris Crystal 
Washington, D.C. 



We promise not to 
make you feel at home. 
At Harrah's, the idea is to dazzle you 

from the moment you arrive. 
We'll excite you with red hot, 

non-stop casino action, entertain you 
with the world's greatest superstars 
on stage nightly and pamper you with 
world class accommodations. 

We'll serve up lavish buffets, welcome 
you to award-winning gourmet 
restaurants and move you with sizzling 
late night cabaret shows. 

We' ll do it all. City style at Harrah's 
Reno. Or alpine style at Harrah's 
Lake Tahoe. 

So, if the idea is to get away from 
it all, to leave your world behind for a 
while, come to Harrah's. 

We try our best not to make you 
feel at home. 

THE EXCITEMENT IS JUST BEGINNINGI 

At Tahoe 

loretta lynn 
Thru March 2 

Steve & Eydie 
lawrence Gorme 
March 9 thru 11 

Neil Sedaka 
Nell Carter 
Ma rch 13 thru 19 

Gladys Knight 
&The Pips 
Gregory Hines 
March 20 thru 26 

Crystal Gayle 
Kelly Monteith 
March 27 thru April 2 

Harry Anderson 
April3 thru 5 

Melissa Manchester 
April 6 thru 9 

Rich little 
lynda Carter 
Apri l 10 thru 16 

Bill Cosby 
April 17 thru 23 

Engelbert 
Humperdinck 
April 24 thru 30 
(Except April 27) 

In Reno 

Mac Davis 
Thru March 11 
Tony Orlando 
March 12 thru 18 
Don Rickles 
March 19 thru 25 
Dionne Warwick 
March 26 thru April 1 
Glen Campbell 
April 2 Ihru 8 
Mickey Gilley 
April 9 thru 22 
Neil Sedaka 
April 23 thru May 6 
Alan King 
May 7 thru 13 
The Smothers Brothers 
Father Guido Sarducci 
May 14 thru 27 
CONVENTION CENTER 
Roy Mel 
Clark Tilli s 
May 28 thru June 3 
Jim Nabors 
Jerry Van Dyke 
June 4 thru 17 

Reservations from inside evada 
Reno 7021329-4422 
Tahoe 702/588-6606 
From outside evada 
Reno/Lake Tahoe 800/648-3773 

'" 1987, Harrah's 



The Nevada Calendar 

APRIL 29-MAY 3 
GOLF'S BIGGEST EVENT 
In its fifth year, the Panasonic Las Vegas Invitational already is called Golf's Biggest Event. The 
tourney not only offers the PGA tour's richest purse-$1,311,00D-but also the richest first 
prize-$225, 000. Last year Australian Greg Norman (above) captured first place by seven strokes. 
Sponsored by the Founders Club of Las Vegas, which administers the charity share of the 
proceeds, the pro-am is held at the Desert Inn, Las Vegas, and Spanish Trail country clubs. Ticket 
packages range from the $40 clubhouse badge to the $200 patron clubhouse package. For 
details, phone 702-382-6616 inside Nevada or 800-722-GOLF outside Nevada. 
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Events 
March 
Art Exhibit, thru 3/4, mixed media sculpture by Lee 
Sido, Allied Arts Gallery, 731 -5419 
Canine Photographs, thru 3/14, exhibit of 75 
photos of dogs taken from 1844-1983, Museum of 
Natural History, UNLV, 739-3101 
"The Merchant of Venice," thru 3/1 5, 
Shakespeare's classic comedy, 8pm Thurs.-Sat. , 2pm 
Sun., Dept. of Theatre Arts, Judy Bayley Theatre, 
UNLV, 739-3801 
Wild Horses In Nevada Exhibit, thru 8/87, 
Nevada State Museum and Historical Society, 385-
0115 
Children's Exhibits, thru 11 /88, return of the 
children's museum, Nevada State Museum and 
Historical Society, Lorenzi Park, 385·0115 
Art ShOW, 1-31 , works by Robert Marshall , Las 
Vegas Art Museum, Lorenzi Park, 647-4300 
Photo Exhibit, 1·31 , photos by Bear Simpson, Lost 
City Museum, Overton, 397-2193 
Las Vegas Symphony Concert, 2, 8pm, Ham 
Hall, UNLV, 739-3420 
Exhibit, 2-30, historic postcards and other artifacts 
on Southern Nevada, Clark County Museum, 
Henderson, 565-0907 
"What Have I Done to Deserve This?" 3, film, 
7pm, Charleston Heights Arts Center, 386·6383 
ESPNlTop Rank Boxing, 5, doors open at 5pm, 
$15 reserved, $10 general, Showboat, 385-9192 
"The Red and the Black," 5, film, Reed Whipple 
Cultural Center, 386·6511 
Clrcle-8 Squaredancers 14th Annual Hoover 
Dam Festival , 6-7, Junior High School, Boulder 
City, 293-4918 
Worlks on Paper, 6-4/1, national juried competition, 
Allied Arts Gallery, 731 -5419 
Mike Tyson v. James " Bonecrusher" Smith, 
7 WBC-WBA heavyweight championship unification, 
tickets $75-$750, Las Vegas Hilton, 732-5320 
Gold Coast 300, 7, off-road race consists of two 
laps around a 150-mile course south of Las Vegas on 
existing dirt roads and desert washes, starts 7am, start­
finish line will be at Sloan, 15 miles south of Las 
Vegas; tech inspection of the race cars and trucks on 
3/6 from 9:30am-6:30pm at the Gold Coast in Las 
Vegas, 361 -5404 
Mouse's Tank Hike, 7, half-mile trip, lOam, bring 
water, hiking shoes, Valley of Fire State Park, Overton, 
397-2088 
UNL V Wind Ensemble Concert, 11 , 8pm, Ham 
Hall, UNLV, 739-3332 
Disney on Ice, 11-15, Thomas and Mack Center, 
UNLV, 739-3900 
"Mutiny on the Bounty," 12, film, Reed Whipple 
Cultural Center, 386-6211 
National Chess Open, 13·15, prize fund is 
$20,000, Grand Masters representing over 15 
different countries will be competing, Imperial Palace, 
731 -3311 
Introduction to Desert Wildlife, 14, slide show 
and hike, 9am, no pets or small children, Spring 
Mountain Ranch State Park, Blue Diamond, 875-4141 
SI. Patrick's Day Celebration, 17, traditional Irish 
buffet, green beer, talent competition, Peppermill, 
Mesquite, 346-5232 
Jazz Ensemble Concert, 17, 8pm, Ham Hall, 
UNLV, 739-3332 
Duck Stamp Show, 18-5/10, framed prints of 
winning designs from the annual competitions for the 
Federal Duck Stamp Program, Nevada State Museum 
and Historical Society, 385-0115 
"Barry Lyndon," 19, film, Reed Whipple Cultural 
Center, 386-6211 

(Continued on page 13) 
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HAGLER V. LEONARD 
Las Vegas hosts two major prizefights this 
spring. On March 7, Mike Tyson fights James 
"Bonecrusher" Smith at the outdoor stadium at 
the Las Vegas Hilton in a WBC-WBA 
heavyweight championship unification. Tickets 
run from $75-$750. Then, on April 6, comes the 
big one-undisputed world middleweight 
champ Marvelous Marvin Hagler and challenger 
Sugar Ray Leonard battle it out in a scheduled 
12-rounder at Caesars Palace's outdoor 
stadium. The match is a sellout, but you can buy 
tickets for the live broadcast on the giant­
screen TV in Caesars' convention center for 
$40 each. See calendar listing for more details 

Casino Notes 
-The International Gaming Business 

Exposition (IGBE '87) is slated for March 3-4 
at the Troplcana Hotel. It offers a state-of-the­
art exhibition and in-depth seminars on the 
nuts and bolts of gaming. 

-Caesars Palace has unveiled a carousel 
of slot machines that take only $100 tokens. 
The specially-minted tokens are an alloy of 10-
karat gold that is plated with pure silver. Each 
machine accepts one or two tokens per pull , 
with a top payoff of $1 00,000. 

-Live televised greyhound racing is back in 
the race and sports book at Circus Circus. 
The races will be shown daily except Sundays, 
with first race post time at 4:45 p.m. 

-The fourth tower expansion at the 
Flamingo Hilton has produced a new 13,000-
square-foot health spa, with everything from 
whirlpools to saunas (wet or dry) , and 
trampolines to rowing machines. Four massage 
rooms are staffed by professionals , and tanning 
beds, salt glows (for women) and soap rubs (for 
men) also are available. 

-Last December, the Lady Luck Casino 
celebrated the completion of its new 16-story 
lUXUry tower in downtown Las Vegas with a 
display around the outside of the building of 
1,000 over-sized balloons. The multi-colored 
balloons, each four feet in diameter, were 
supplied by Armando Ogaz of Los Angeles. 
They took three days and two nights to install 
and 17,000 cubic feet of air to fill. The effect 
was spectacular at the ribbon cutting ceremony. 

Outings 
An Exhibit to Bank On 

A visit to the new Nevada Banking Museum 
in Las Vegas takes you through a century of 
banking history. Old loan documents, a 1921 
adding machine, gold scales from a bank 
lobby, silver bars, and time certificates payable 
in gold are among the many exhibits. There 
also is currency bearing the names of Nevada 
banks from the early 1900s when all federally 
chartered banks could issue their own money. 
The museum, open during banking hours, is in 
the First Interstate Tower at the intersection of 
Paradise and Twain streets. For further 
information call702-385-8011 . 

Rome In a Day 
At the entrance to Caesars Palace's north­

side people mover, a monument to Rome as it 
was 2,000 years ago has been built. The new 
"World of Caesar" offers mover-riders a trip past 
miniature replicas of Rome's ancient 
Colosseum, Forum, and Palatine Hill. Thanks 
to simulated holography you can see revelers 
enjoying a Roman festival and be greeted by 
Caesar and Cleopatra, who appear to speak 
and move. Laser-powered sound and audio, 
fiber optics, and other special effects add to 
the diorama. As you exit the tiny empire you 
pass gardens and the Strip before the ride 
ends at the resort's Olympic Casino. The ride is 
open 24 hours a day, free of charge. 

Spring Weekends at the Ranch 
Within a 30 minute drive of Las Vegas you can 
find one of the valley's most historic spots, 
Spring Mountain Ranch. Guided tours include 
visits to parts of the Old Spanish Trail that 

once led travelers to California. On the tour you 
pass a 11 O-year-old fig tree, peek through the 
windows of an 1867 bunk house, and see the 
oldest complete building in Southern Nevada, 
an early-1860s blacksmith shop that served 
riders heading west. You can tour the main 
ranch house on your own and see a secret 
passageway and spacious, comfortable 
quarters. Plan time for a picnic in the adjacent 
meadow, which is especially beautiful in the 
spring. A state park set in Red Rock Canyon, 
Spring Mountain Ranch, is open daily from 8 
a.m. until about 5 p.m., depending on the 
season. The entry fee is $3 per automobile 
most of the year and $1 in winter. The ranch 
house is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
weekends and most holidays, and tours of the 
ranch buildings start at 11 :30 a.m., 1 :30 p.m., 
and 3 p.m. For information call 702-875-4141. 

Start at the Center 
There's no better place to begin a tour of 

Lake Mead than at the Alan Bible Visitor Center, 
which overlooks the lake part way between 
Boulder City and Hoover Dam. Start with the 
movie, a 15-minute introduction to the wildlife of 
the Lake Mead National Recreation Area. Three 
other slide shows give tips on fishing, water 
recreation, and boating safety. Many free 
pamphlets and flyers offer hiking routes, scuba 
hints, driving maps, and boating rules. Books 
and tapes are on sale. Outside you can tour a 
cactus garden, and wildflowers will be blooming 
in spring throughout the park. Besides running 
the visitor center, rangers conduct programs on 
weekend evenings at the Boulder Beach 
amphitheater. The visitor center is open daily 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. free of charge, 
although donations are suggested. For more 
information call702-293-8906.-Kate Butler 

March/April 87 NEVADA 11 





Events 
(Continued from page 10) 

"Cinderella," 19-22, ballet, 8pm Thurs-Sat. , 2pm 
and 7pm Sun., Nevada Dance Theatre, Ham Hall , 
UNLV, 739-3838 
ESPNfTop Rank Boxing, 20, doors open 5pm, 
$15 reserved, $10 general, Showboat, 385-9192 
"Little Shop of Horrors," 20-4/5, musical, 7pm 
Fri.-Sat., 2pm Sun., Rainbow Company, Charleston 
Heights Arts Center, 386-6553 
Edible Plants Program, 21 , slide show and short 
hike, lOam, Valley of Fire State Park, 397-2088 
Desert Landscaping Talk, 21 , 2pm, Floyd Lamb 
State Park, 645-1998 
"Paris 1900," 23, art film, 7pm, free, Charleston 
Heights Arts Center, 386-6383 
Concert, 23, Brenda Ishikawa on piano, 8pm, Ham 
Hall, UNLV, 739-3332 
"Godzllla Meets Mona Lisa," 24, art film, 7pm, 
free, Charleston Heights Arts Center, 386-6383 
''The Scarfett Pimpernel ," 26, film, Reed Whipple 
Cultural Center, 386-6211 
"Cinderella," 26-29, ballet, 8pm Thurs. -Fri., 2pm 
and 8pm Sat, 2pm and 7pm Sun., Nevada Dance 
Theatre, Ham Hall, UNLV, 739-3838 
AWA All-Star Wrestling, 28, doors open 6pm, 
$12 reserved, $10 general, Showboat, 385-9192 
University Musical Society Orchestra Con­
cert, 29, 2pm, Ham Hall, UNLV, 739-3332 
Concert, 30, Luciano Berio, 7pm, Ham Hall , UNLV, 
739-3420 

April 
Neon Photo Exhibit, 1-5/20, neon as an art form, 
Clark County Museum, Henderson, 565-0907 
''The Revolution," 2, film, Reed Whipple Cultural 
Center, 386-6211 
Photo Exhibit, 3-29, Alan Platzer's dye transfer 
photographs of restaurant interiors dating from the 
1940s, Allied Arts Gallery, 731 -5419 
Reptile Program, 4, lOam and lpm, Valley of Fire 
State Park, near Overton, 397-2088 
"Candida," 4, George Bernard Shaw's comedy, 
performed by the Guthrie Theater, 8pm, Ham Hall , 
UNLV, 739-3801 
Dance Concert, 4-5, by faculty and guest chor­
eographers, Judy Bayley Theatre, UNLV, 739-3827 
Henderson Industrial Days, 4-12, parade, chili 
cook-off, lip sync contest, beauty pageant, art show, 
Henderson, 565-8951 
Desert Survival Talk and Hike, 5, hiking shoes 
recommended, 9am, no pets or small children, Spring 
Mountain Ranch State Park, 875-4141 
Las Vegas Stars v. Seattle Mariners, 5, 
exhibition baseball game, Cashman Field, 386-7200 
Art Exhibit, 5-5/10, works by Helen Meyer Harrison 
and Newton Harrison, Museum of Natural History, 
UNLV, 739-3381 
Marvelous Marvin Hagler v, Sugar Ray Leon­
ard: Middleweight Title Fight, 6, scheduled 12-
round battle; training sessions begin 10-12 days 
before the fight ; arena tickets ($100-$700) are sold 
out, but closed-circuit tickets for giant-screen live 
broadcast in the convention center are available at 
$40, Caesars Palace, 731 -7324 
Las Vegas Symphony Concert, 6, 8pm, Ham 
Hall, UNLV, 739-3420 
Concert, 7, UNLV Clarinet ChoirlSaxophone 
Quartet, 8pm, Alta Ham Fine Arts Bldg., UNLV, 739-
3332 
''The Shooting Party," 7, film, 7pm, Charleston 
Heights Arts Center, 386-6383 
Concert, 8, piano recital , 7pm, Ham Hall , UNLV, 739-
3420 
''The Duellists," 9, film, Reed Whipple Cultural 
Center,386-6211 
Chamber Chorale Home Concert, 9, Ham Hall, 
UNLV, 739-3332 

(Continued on next page) 

Nightlife 
HE DID IT HIS WAY 
By Pete Mikla 

As a boy, Frank Sinatra, Jr. grew up in 
Southern California, but as a singer, he grew 
up in the lounges and showrooms of Las 
Vegas. In the late '50s, teen-aged Frank often 
visited the Copa Room at the Sands where his 
famous father worked with Dean Martin, 
Sammy Davis, Jr., Joey Bishop, and Peter 
Lawford in the famous "Summit Meeting" 
shows. 

After those shows, everyone headed for 
the lounges and the late-night fun. 

"I remember those days very well," Sinatra 
says. "Entire big bands like the Harry James 
Orchestra and Count Basie were working the 
lounges then. They'd play dance tunes in the 
evening and then late at night, they played 
jazz-the blues." 

A few years later Frank Jr. was working 
those same lounges. Despite his famous 
name, however, there was no instant stardom, 
just a lot of hard worlk. 

"I was viewed as a curiosity item, like Tiny 

Frank Sinatra, Jr. 

or Mrs. Miller," he explains. "They put me in 
front of a big band and had me sing Tommy 
Dorsey tunes. It wasn't hard to figure out what 
was happening." While they were seeking an 
imitation of his father, not only was his voice 
not right but also he wanted his own style. 

"Sometimes I would walk home at daybreak 
after doing four shows in the old Driftwood 
Lounge at the Flamingo and wonder, 'How 
long before I get thrown out of this business?' 

"I died a thousand deaths up there on 
those little stages," he admits. 

But young Sinatra stuck with it. Instead of 
getting the heave-ho, Sinatra got a job with the 
Sam Donahue Orchestra. For four years he 
traveled with the band. 

"The best way to learn about something is 
to be around the experts. Pilots hang around 
with other pilots, mechanics hang around with 
other mechanics. I stayed around musicians. 
Formal education is important, of course, but 
you can't learn a profession by just sitting in a 
classroom. You have to go out there and do it." 

Today Frank Jr. works in the French Quarter 
at the Four Queens. Things are different in Las 
Vegas lounges today, though. Late at night 
you'll most likely hear a rock band or a country 

Las Ve as Calendar 
combo. Except at the Four Queens when 
young Frank is in town. 

"We've got the only lounge in town with a 17-
piece big band," he says proudly. "I want to 
remind people what it was like in the old days In 
this town when a jazz band would belt out a 
tune or a lone trumpeter would play a sad song 
under a blue spotlight." 

Frank Sinatra, Jr. appears March 31 -Apri112 
at the Four Queens. 

Showguide 
Bally's, 739-4567: Ziegfeld Theatre : "Jubilee!" ·indf.; 
Celebrity Room: Tony Bennett and the Count Basie 
Orchestra, thru 3/4; Dean Martin, 3/5-11; Sammy 
Davis, Jr.lJerry Lewis, 3119-4/1; Dean Martin, 4/9-15; 
Tom Jones, 4/16-29; Sammy Davis, Jr., 4/30-5/6 
Barbary Coast, 737-7111: Entertainment nightly 
Bourbon Street, 737-7200: "Bourbon Street 
Follies, revue, indf., 7:30pm and 10:30pm nightly, 
$7.50, includes 2 drinks and prime rib dinner 
Caesars Palace, 731 -7333: Debbie ReynOlds! 
Donald O'Connor, thru 3/1; Rodney Dangerfield, 3/9-
16; Kool and the Gang, 3/18-23; Pointer Sisters! 
Byron Allen, 4/4-5 and 4/8-13; David Copperfield, 
4/15-20 and 4/22-27 
Desert Inn, 733-4566: Ray Stevens!Louise 
Mandrell , thru 3/11; Suzanne Somers, 3/12-4/1; Larry 
Gatlin and the Gatlin Brothers, 4/16-5/6 
Dunes, 737-4100: Lounge entertainment 
Edgewater, Laughlin, 298-2453: Lounge enter­
tainment nightly 
Flamingo Hilton, 733-3333: "City Lites," indf. 
Four Queens, 385-4011 : Dondino thru 3/28; Ron­
nie DiPalma/Platters, 2/3-3/15; Frank Sinatra, Jr., 3/31-
4/12; Van-Dells, 4/14-5/3; Monday Night Jazz, indf. 
Frontier, 734-0240: Siegfried & Roy in "Beyond 
Belief: indf. (dark Mon.) 
Gold Coast, 367-7111: EntertainmentTBA 
Golden Nugget, 386-8100: Lou Rawls, thru 3/3; 
Don Rickles, 3/5-10; David Brenner, 3/12-17; Paul 
Anka, 3/19-31 ; Frank Sinatra, 4/4-5; David Brenner, 
4/9-14 ; Don Rickles, 4/16-21 ; Lou Rawls, 4/23-28 
Hacienda, 798-0571 : "Minsky's Burlesque: indf. 
Holiday, 369-5222: "Rocky Sennes' Roaring '20s 
Revue: indf. 
Imperial Palace, 794-3261 : "Legends in Concert" 
Landmark, 733-1110: "Academy of Country Music 
Presents the Best of New Country: Mon.-Sat. , indf., 
8:30pm-l am, continuous entertainment 
Las Vegas Hilton, 732-5661 : Bill Cosby, thru 3/1; 
Dionne Warwick, 3/10-15; Engelbert Humperdinck, 
3/17-29 
Marina, 739-1500: "Babes Ahoy" with Jackie Vernon 
Maxim, 731 -4300: "Playboy's Girls of Rock and Roll" 
Mint, 387-6468: EntertainmentTBA 
Palace Station, 367-2411 : Lounge entertainment 
nightly, 5:30pm-5am 
Peppermill Resort, Mesquite, 346-5232: Live 
entertainment nightly 
Regency, Laughlin, 298-2439: Piano bar 
Riverside Resort, Laughlin, 298-2535 
Riviera, 734-5301 : "Splash!" production show, indf.; 
"An Evening at La Cage, revue, indf.; "An Evening at 
the Improv: comedians, indf. 
Royal Casino, 733-4000: Nightly entertainment 
Sahara, 737-2424: Entertainment TBA 
Sam Boyd's California, 385-1222: Nightly enter­
tainment,6pm-6am 
Sam's Town, 456-7777: Nightly entertainment 
Sam's Town Gold River, Laughlin, 298-2242 
Sands, 733-5000: Entertainment nightly 
Sliver Slipper, 734-1212: "Boylesque: revue 
Stardust, 732-6325: "Lido de Paris: indf. 
Sundance, 382-6111 : Kathy DahVRichard Yusco 
Tropicana, 739-2411 : "Folies Bergere," indf. 
Union Plaza, 386-2444: Broadway entertainment 
Whiskey Pete's, on 1-15 at the California-Nevada 
border, 382-4388: Live entertainment 
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Events 
(Continued from previous page) 

Las Vegas Stars v. Calgary Cannons, 9·12, 
triple·A pro baseball , 7:05pm Thurs.·Sat. , 1 :05pm 
Sun., Cashman Field, 386-7200 
Barbershop Harmony Show, 11 , salute to 
Disney's favorite songs, 8:01pm, Las Vegas Gamble­
Aires Barbershop Chorus, Ham Hall, UNL V, 739·3101 
Wildflower Slide Show and Hike, 11 , 2pm, 
Floyd Lamb State Park, 645·1998 
An Afternoon In Old Vienna, 12, waltz and polka 
music, dancing, 1-4pm, Las Vegas Civic Symphony, 
Cashman Field Convention Center, 386·6211 
Wildflower Slide Show, 12 and 18, 1pm, Valley of 
Fire State Park, near Overton, 397-2088 
Las Vegas Stars v. Edmonton Trappers, 14-
17, triple-A pro baseball, 7:05pm, Cashman Field, 386-
7200 
America's Cup Landsalling, 14·17, landsailing 

yachts will compete at speeds up to 100 mph on dry 
lake beds, host hotel is Whiskey Pete's on 1-15 at the 
California-Nevada border, 382·4388 
''That Hamilton Woman," 16, film, Reed Whipple 
Cultural Center, 386·6211 
Wildflower Program, 18, 9am walk, 1 pm slide 
show, Spring Mountain Ranch State Park, 875-4141 
Easter Sunday Sand Drags and Easter Egg 
Hunt, 19, Peppermill Resort, Mesquite, 346·5232 
Piano Concert, 20, 7pm, Ham Hall, UNLV, 739· 
3420 
World Series of Poker, 20-5/21 , Binion's 
Horseshoe, 382-1600 
UNLV Chamber Recital, 22, 8pm, free, Black 
Box Theatre, UNLV, 739·3332 
"Noises Off," 24·26 and 30·512, drama, Clark 
County Community College Theatre, North Las 
Vegas, 644-7529 
Ballet Spring Concert, 24-26 and 5/1-3, 
Charleston Heights Arts Center, 386-6383 
Desert Flower Program, 25, 1 pm, Valley of Fire 

Don Laughlin 's 

RIVERSIDE RESORT 
HOTEL & CASINO • LAUGHLIN, NEVADA 

I • 

• Great Entertainment 
• 350 Rooms & Suites 

• 2 "First-Run " Movie Theatres 
Gourmet Dining • 2 Swimming Pools 

• Hundreds of Luxurious RV Stations with Full Hook-ups 
• 1 ,000 Slot Machines · Keno· Bingo 

• Poke r • Roulette • "21" • Craps • Big 6 
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State Park northeast of Las Vegas, 397-2088 
Dance Concert, 26, post-modernlperformance-art 
with faculty cast, Black Box Theatre, UNLV, 739·3827 
Collegium Musicum Concert, 28, 8pm, free , 
Black Box Theatre, UNLV, 739-3332 
Panasonlc Las Vegas Invitational, 29-513 , 
major PGA event, top pro golfers compete for a 
$1 ,311 ,000 purse, $225,000 first prize; play is at 
Desert Inn, Las Vegas, and Spanish Trail country 
clubs, 382·6616 
Las Vegas Stars v. Tacoma Tigers, 30-5/3, 
triple-A pro baseball, 7:05pm Thurs.-Sat., 1 :05pm 
Sun., Cashman Field, 386·7200 
"West Side Story," 30-5/3 and 5/6-10, Dept. of 
Theatre Arts, Judy Bayley Theatre, UNLV, 739-3801 
Boulder City Jamboree, 5/1-2, celebration of the 
coming of spring with town·wide events and golf 
tournament, Boulder City, 293-2034 

Tournaments 
March 
Blackjack, 1·3, Flamingo Hilton, 733·3117 
Blackjack, 1·4, Frontier, 734·0385 
Slots, 5-8, Sahara, 737-2713 
Slots, 10-12, Marina,739·1500 
Blackjack and Craps, 15-18, Riviera, 734-5423 
Slots, 17-20, Sands, 733-5000 
Baccarat, 20-22, Las Vegas Hilton, 732-5537 
Craps, 22-25, Frontier, 734·0385 
Slots, 29-31 , Flamingo Hilton, 733-3117 

April 
Slots, 10·13, Riviera, 734-5423 
Slots, 12-16, Union Plaza, 386-2110 
World Series of Poker Satellites, 12-16, Four 
Queens, 385·4011 
World Series of Poker, 20-5121 , Binion's 
Horseshoe, 382-1600 
Slots, 21 -26, Sands, 733·5000 
Blackjack, 24-26, Imperial Palace, 731 -3311 
Slots, 26-28, Bourbon Street, 737-7200 

Museums 
There are a variety of museums in Southern 
Nevada, and admission to most is free. Phone 
ahead for special exhibition dates and info. 
American Museum of Historical 
Documents, 10-7 Mon.-Sal. , 11 -6 Sun., 
3200 Las Vegas Blvd. South, Las Vegas, 
privately-owned,731 -0785 
Clark County Museum, 8·5 Mon.-Fri., 9-5 
Sal.-Sun., 1830 S. Boulder Hwy., Henderson, 
565-0907 
Las Vegas Art Museum, 10-3 Tues.·Sal. , 
noon-3pm Sun., Lorenzi Park, 3333 W . 
Washington Ave., Las Vegas, 647-4300 
Lost C~y Museum, 8:30-4:30 dai ly, 
Overton, 397-2193 
Nevada State Museum and Historical 
Society, 11 :30-4 :30 Mon.-Tues, 8:30-4 :30 
Wed.-Sal., Lorenzi Park, 385-0115 
UNLV Museum of Natural History, 9-5 
Mon.-Fri., 10·5 Sal., University of Nevada·Las 
Vegas, 739-3381 

Coming Events 
Helldorado Rodeo, 511-10, Las Vegas, 385-1221 
Mint 400, 5/9, Del Webb's Mint Hotel, 878-9490 
Damboree, 7/4, Boulder City, 293-2034 

A Reminder: To confirm times, use phone 
numbers listed with events. The area code Is 
702 throughout Nevada, and for hotels' tOil­
free phone numbers, call 800-555-1212. 
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MAY 2 
CINCO DE MAYO 
The date may be off, but that's all that's askew when the Cinco de Mayo Celebration in Virginia City 
begins at 10 a.m. on May 2. The day-long Mexican fies ta starts with a parade followed by a chili 
cook-off in which more than 50 cooks will be brewing up their best along blocked-off C Street. 
Tickets and kits with cups, spoons, and napkins can be purchased for chili sampling. That night a 
Mexican dinner and dance takes place at the high school gym. 

Events 
March 
Canadian Friendship Festival, thru 3/8, 
discounts and special casino giveaways throughout 
Reno, 827-7366 or 800-367-7366 
Master American Print makers Exhibit, thru 
3/22, original prints, Sierra Nevada Museum of Art, 
329-3333 
Courthouses of Nevada, thru 6/30, exhibit, 
Nevada Historical Society, 784-6587 
Brewed In Nevada, thru 9/1, exhibit, history of 
Nevada's beers and breweries, Nevada State 
Museum, Carson City, 885-4810 
Snowfest Winter Carnival , 2127-3/8, North Lake 
Tahoe and Truckee's annual winter carnival with 
parades, contests, fireworks, concerts , gourmet 
delights; opening ceremonies on the 27th include the 
torchlight parade, crowning of the Snowiest Queen, 
dance, fireworks, and laser show at Squaw Valley; 
other events are at Squaw and various locations in the 
North Tahoe area, 91 6-583-7625 
Cross-Country Ski Tour, 1, from Carson Pass to 

Photo: Gary Elam 

Lake Winnemucca, lOam, call the California Dept. of 
Parks and Recreation, 916-322-8993 
The Great Ski Race, 1, 30·km. cross·country ski 
race from Lake Tahoe to Truckee at 9am; at 9:30 a 
tour for non-racers follows, Tahoe Nordic Ski Center, 
Tahoe City, 916-583-0484 
Media Ski Race, 1, Northstar, 916-587-0286 
Historical Photograph Exhibit, 1-31 , hand· 
tinted photos of Nevada and the West dating from the 
1920s, Great Basin Gallery and Frame, Carson City, 
882-8505 
Restaurant Relay Race, 2, Northstar, 916-587-
0280 
Mardi Gras Buffet and Jazz Festival, 3, Cajun 
buffet and Dixieland jazz, Carson Valley Inn, Minden, 
782-971 I 
Egg Tempera Paintings and Mixed Media 
Works, 4-29, by Carolyn Cardenas, Sierra Nevada 
Museum of Art, 329-3333 
Basketball With the Stars, 6, fund raiser for 
UNR's Child and Family Center featuring local 
celebrities, Old Gym, UNR, 784-6977 
Steve Seskln and Friends In Concert, 6, 
original works in ballads, humorous songs, Cal Neva 
Lodge, Crystal Bay, 91 6-583-9048 

"Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?" 6-7, drama, 
Proscenium Players, Brewery Arts Center, Carson 
City, 885-I 520 
"Curse of the Starving Class," 6-7, UNR's 
Repertory Theatre, Church Fine Arts Theatre, UNR, 
784-6659 
Reno Ramada Boccie Ball Tournament, 6-8, 
Reno Livestock/Events Center, 788-2000 
Cabaret '87, 7, variety show, barbershop harmony, 
and buffet presented by SPEBSQSA (Society for the 
Preservation and Encouragement of Barber Shop 
Quartet Singing in America) , 7pm, $8.50, Shrine 
Kerak Temple, 358-3349 
Muir String Quartet, 7, Pioneer Theater, 784-
4444 
Miss Hawaiian Tropic Beauty Contest, 7, 
Boreal Ski Area, 91 6-426-3666 
Karate Tournament, 7, Reno-Sparks Convention 
Center, 826-2121 
Women's Pro Tour, 7-8, Squaw Valley, 916-583-
6985 
Far West Freestyle Division Championships, 
7-9, Squaw Valley, 916-583-6985 
Piano Concert, 8, pianist Sylvia Jenkins, 3pm, 
Reno Chamber Orchestra, Trinity Episcopal Church, 
825-7358 
Bliss State Park Tour, 8, cross·country skiing, 
lOam, meet at park office on Hwy. 89, California Dept. 
of Parks and Recreation, 916-525-7232 
Kiwanis Club Cross-Country Ski Race, 8, 10-
km. open to all abilities, 1 lam, Northstar, 916-587-
0280 
Stella-Artois Weekend World Cup Race 
Series, 8, recreational ski race for all abilities, 
Northstar, 916-587-0280 
San Francisco Special Olympics Part II, 9-1 I , 
Boreal Ski Area, 916-426-3666 
"Opera Scenes," 12-14, solo and choral scenes 
from five operas, 8pm, Lake Tahoe Community 
College Collegiate Theatre, South Lake Tahoe, 916-
541 -7597 
Pogonip Winter Art Festival , 13-14, opens 
Friday with a performance by Banish Misfortune, a 
Renaissance jazz group, and art exhibits; continues 
Saturday with performances, exhibits, 
demonstrations, and ch ildren's activities, Pioneer 
Theater, 329-1324 
"Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?" 13-I 4, drama, 
8pm, Proscenium Players, Brewery Arts Center, 
Carson City, 885-1520 
"Curse of the Starving Class," 13-15, drama, 
UNR's Repertory Theatre, Church Fine Arts Theatre, 
UNR, 784-6659 
City Sports California Corporate Ski Cup, 13-
15, Heavenly Ski Resort, 916-541 -1330 
"Emperor's New Clothes," 14, children's theater, 
2pm, $3 adults, $2 children 12 and under, Storytime 
Players, Carson City Community Center, 887-2290 
Full Moon Ski Tour, 14, guided cross·country 
skiing over groomed trails to the shelter for hot cider, 
tours begin at 6:30pm, free , Spooner Lake Cross­
Country Ski Area, 749-5349 
Snowshoe Thompson's Mall Run, 14, 12-km. 
cross·country ski race along part of Snowshoe's mail 
route from Hope Valley to Luther Pass and back, 
postcards will be available to carry and mail en route, 
Kirkwood Cross·Country Ski Area, 209-258-6000 
Overnight Survival Hike, 14-15, must register in 
advance, Sugar Pine Point State Park, 916-525-7232 
Master's Race, 15, amateur US SA alpine ski race, 
Kirkwood, 209-258-6000 
Sliver State Quarter Horse Show, 15, Reno 
Livestock/Events Center, 853-2882 
Coca-COla Cup Ski Race, 15, Northstar, 916-587-
0280 
Mexican Dance, 16, Reno Livestock/Events 
Center, 329-3658 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Showguide 
Bally's Reno, 789-2285: Ziegfeld Theatre: "Hello 
Hollywood, Hello!" indl., Lion 's Den: live enter­
tainment, TBA; Leo's Lair: live entertainment 
Caesars Tahoe, 588-3515: Cascade Showroom: 
Kenny loggins, 3/6-8; Julio Iglesias, 3/20-21 ' 
Gallagher, 3/27-29; Crystal Cabaret: Ritz Fashion 
Auction, indl.; Warren Miller's "Beyond the Edge, 
indl .; Bruce BaumiDon Ware, thru 3/1 
Carson City Nugget, 883-3854 : Entertainment 
TBA 
Carson Valley Inn, Minden, 782-9711 : David 
Proud, 3/2-14; Four Tunes, 3/16-21; Motils, 3/23-28; 
Reta and the Wizz Kidz, 3/30-4/4; Nikki and the 
Goldrush , 4/6-11 ; Passion, 4/13-25; Garfin Gathering, 
4/27-5/16 
Circus Circus, Reno, 329-071 1 : Circus acts 
Crystal Bay Club, North Tahoe, 831 -0512: Nightly 
top 40 rock, dancing 
Del Webb's High Sierra, Tahoe, 588-6211 : 
Danny Marona, thru 3/15; Pat Collins, 417-19; Frankie 
Fanelli , 4/21 -5/3 
Eldorado, Reno, 786-5700: Krush, 3/9-29; Gary 
Raffanelli and Sandy Selby, thru 3/8; Cheers, 3/10-29; 
Cornell Gunter and the Coasters, 3/30-4/19; Dae Han 
Sisters, 3/31 -4/1 9; Wright Brothers, 4/28-5/17 
Harolds Club, Reno, 329-0881 : Vision/Ricky and 
Bobby, 3/16-4/14; Femme Fatale/Hall and January, 
4/13-26 
Harrah's Lake Tahoe, 588-6611 : South Shore 
Room: loretta lynn, thru 3/2; Steve lawrence and 
Eydie Gorme, 3/9-11 ; Neil SedakaiNell Carter, 3/13-
19; Gladys Knight and the Pips/Gregory Hines, 3/20-
26; Crystal Gayle/Kelly Monteith, 3/27-4/2; Harry 
Anderson , 4/3-5; Melissa Manchester, 4/6-9; Rich 
Little/lynda Carter, 4/10-16; Bill Cosby, 4/17-23; 
Engelbert Humperdinck, 4/24-26 and 4/28-30; 
Stateline Cabaret: "After Dark, revue, thru 3/9; Chad 
and Jeremy, thru 3/8; Coasters and Bobby Freeman, 
3/10-15 

Harrah's Reno, 329-4422: Headliner Room: Mac 
Davis, thru 3/1 1; Tony Orlando, 3/12-1 8; Don Rickles, 

Nightlife 
ORLANDO'S FLIP SIDE 
By Guy Richardson 

Tony Orlando is one of those guys who 
sweats for a living, and it's easy for a critic to be 
cynical about that. A reviewer who worked for 
me a few years ago wrote that Orlando's 
performance had all the charm of the Gong 
Show, "but unfortunately, there's no gong." 

Okay, Orlando will never supplant 
Masterpiece Theatre. But that's not what it's all 
about-at least not to Orlando, a Hell's Kitchen 
kid who moved to the Jersey side of the 
Hudson when he was 16. He recalls, "Going 
through the Holland Tunnel to Jersey was like 
going to London-it was overseas." 

By then Orlando had been entertaining for 
five y.ears. He first picked up a guitar when 
babysitting his retarded sister, Rhonda Marie. 
"First I played records, then I got a guitar and 
played for her. That was my first performance." It 
was the first time Orlando realized he had a 
talent for pleasing people. 

And so developed Orlando's style-make 
'em happy, make 'em laugh, and never, never 
let 'em be bored. That is Orlando's approach, 
and he does it better than anyone I've seen on 
a Nevada stage. 

So he sweats, yells, leads singalongs, and 
occasionally scares the hell out of a writer. Here I 
was scribbling notes in a Harrah's booth when 
Orlando launched into "Bill Bailey." He headed 
into the crowd with the house lights up. He 
spotted me from about 30 feet away, and I could 
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The Briefcase Blues Band plays rhythm and blues March 2-8 at the Peppermill in Reno. 

3/19-25; Dionne Warwick, 3/26-4/1; Glen Campbell , 
4/2-8; Mickey Gilley, 4/9-22; Neil Sedaka, 4/23-5/6; 
Casino Cabaret: Sutro, indl. 
Harvey's, South lake Tahoe, 588-2411 : Ron 
Rose, indl.; Sailwinds, 3/16-4/5; Wizz Kidz, 4/6-5/10 
Hyatt lake Tahoe, 831-1111 Jay Ramsey Band, 
thru 3/1 Dae Han Sisters, 3/3-29; Frenz. 3/31 -4/19; 
Martha's Children, 4/21 -5/1 0 
John Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks, 356-3300: 
Celebrity Showroom: Ray Price, thru 3/4; Montana 
Band, 3/5-18; Roger Miller, 3/19-4/1; legends in 
Concert, 4/2-5/27; Casino Lounge: Four Tunes Plus 
OnelZelia lehr, thru 3/8; Darrel Clanton, 3/10-29; 
Kenny and the Cruisers, 3/10-29; Rainbow, 3/31 -
4/19; Starfire , 3/31 -4/19 
Mother Lode, Carson City , 883-0900: Ricky and 
Bobby, thru 3/8; Centerfold, 3/10-22; Ritzy Bizness, 
3/24-4/5; Spice, 417-26 
Ormsby House, Carson, 882-1890; Sunspots 

Tony Orlando 

see in his eyes what was coming. Hey, no 
problem. Anybody can sing "Bill Bailey." He 
stuck the microphone in my face, the 
spotlights converged. 

And I froze. Total panic. Mind waving bye­
bye as it went south for the season, adrenal 
glands pumping like an agent's heart at 
renewal time. 

Later in the dressing room Orlando laughed 
and said , "I've always wanted to do that-I 
thought you'd like to know what it feels like to 
play the main room." 

For all of his fun fun fun running on stage, 
Orlando has a thoughtful side. He doesn't 
show it publicly. "On stage, you can't burden 
people with a philosophy. People are there to 
enjoy." 

There is a complexity to Orlando. One of 

thru 3/8; Tamra Steele, 3/10-22; Big Tiny Little, 3/24-
4/5; Sundance, 417-19; Irish Express, 4/21 -5/3 
Peppermill, Reno, 826-2121 : lelands, 3/1-15; 
Brielcase Blues Band, 3/2-8; Tommy Bell , 3/16-4/5; 
Coz, 3/31 -4/12; Wrays, 4/6-19; Mark and Bill, 4/20-26 ; 
SI. Romain, 4/20-5/3; lelands, 4/27-5/3 
Reno Hilton, 785-7100: EntertainmentTBA 
Reno Ramada, 788-2000: Brown and Diamond, 
thru 4/26 
Sharkey's Nugget, Gardnerville, 782-3133 
Tahoe Biltmore, 831 -0660: Entertainment and 
dancing nightly, 10pm-4am 
Topaz lodge, Topaz lake, 266-3339 
Western Village, Sparks, 331-1069: Juice, thru 
3/1; Wrays, thru 3/15; Gary Wade and the Bump, 3/16-
22; David Proud, 3/16-29; Network, 3/23-4/5; 
lelands, 3/30-4/19; Vital Signs, 4/6-12; Gary Wade 
and the Bump, 4/13-26; Tommy Bell, 4/20-5/3; Prool, 
4/27-5/3 

the few moments it surfaced on stage was in 
1977 when Orlando suddenly announced his 
retirement in the middle of a show in Rhode 
Island. Rhonda Marie had died the year before, 
his 100kalike buddy Freddie Prinze-also a 
Hell's Kitchen kid-had committed suicide, and 
finally ' Orlando's balloon burst. He told the 
stunned crowd that "all the shows I do from now 
on will be with a guitar beside a hospital bed." 

Instead, Orlando's publicist and friend Frank 
Lieberman got him to a hospital which treated 
him for emotional and physical exhaustion. It 
was two years before he returned to the stage. 

"I had to learn not to take everything like it 
was the end of the world," he said later. "It 
bothers me sometimes that, because I bounce 
through the audience in a party mood, people 
don't think I have a brain. That they don't think 
I'm able to sit and speak deeply about the 
human condition . I enjoy political dialogue; I'm a 
spiritual man, but with what I've chosen to do, 
people don't see that side of me." 

There is much more to Tony Orlando than 
sweat. There is also blood, toil , and tears. 

And there is a delightful, depreciating sense 
of humor about his image and place in showbiz. 
In 1985, Orlando spoke to the graduating class 
at the University of Nevada-Reno. Students 
decorated the hall in the theme of his biggest 
hit. Said Orlando, "As I sawall the yellow 
ribbons, I thought to myself, 'What will happen 
in 1995 when Prince is your speaker-how 
many little red Corvettes [from Prince's first big 
hitl can fit in this building?'" 

Tony Orlando appears at Harrah's Reno 
March 12-18_ 



THE 
OLD WEST 

HISTORY 

ars 
It~ 

History and the old west. .are waiting for you in 
Carson City, Nevada. Carson City is the perfect stop on 
your vacation. Located near the center of the historic 
Comstock Lode, Carson City offers you the Nevada 
State Museum, the V& T Railroad Museum, the Stewart 
Indian Museum and Trading Post, also numerous 
historic mansions. Nearby are old Fort Churchill, 

Virginia City and beautiful Lake Tahoe. 
Carson City's hospitality will please you 
and your family with beautiful country­
side, great family accommodations and of 
course, gaming in the true Nevada 
tradition. Call toll free or write for 
information on Historic Carson City, 
Nevada . 

Carson City Tourism Authority 
P.o. Box 1416 . Carson City, NV 89702-1416 • 1-800-634-8700 . 883-7442 in NV 





Events 
(Continued from page 15) 

Corporate Ski Challenge, 16-21 , Alpine 
Meadows, 916-583-4232 
St. Patrick's Day, 17, includes the Great Spud 
Derby, barrel stave obstacle beer race, and jelly bean 
counting contest, Sierra Ski Ranch, 916-659-751 9 
St. Patrick's Day, 17, ski race for prizes, Northstar, 
916-587-0280 
Subaru/USSA National Cross-Country Ski 
Championships, 17-22, Royal Gorge, 916-426-
3871 
Snaffle Bit Maturity, 19-22, Reno live-
stock/Events Center, 916-846-4728 
"Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?" 20-21, drama, 
8pm, Proscenium Players, Brewery Arts Center, 
Carson City, 885-1520 
Earl Dunn Memorial Northwestern Basketball 
Invitational, 20-22, $2 adults, $1 students, children 
12 and under and seniors free, gymnasium, Nixon, 
574-0104 
"What the Butler Saw," 20-22, humorous farce, 
Reno Little Theater, 329-0661 
"Emperor's New Clothes," 21, children's theater, 
2pm, $2.50 adults, $1 children 12 and under, 
Story1ime Players, Truckee Meadows Community 
College, 887-2290 
Corporate Nordic Championships, 21 -22, 
Tahoe Nordic Ski Center, 916-583-0484 
Donner Party Escape, 22, snowshoes required, 
meet Wam at Donner Memorial State Park Museum 3 
miles west of Truckee for parking and to arrange 
transportation to the foot of Donner Pass, 916-525-
7232 
Medal Fun Race, 22, easy slalom course open to 
all , Tahoe Donner Ski Area, 916-587-9400 
Plano Concert, 24, soloist Leonard Pennario, 

(Continued on page 21) 

Outings 
Tahoe Hot Tubs 

After a busy day burning up the ski slopes, 
casino hopping, or sightseeing at Lake Tahoe, 
there's nothing better than a good, hot soak. In 
Kings Beach, the North Tahoe Beach Center 
offers a 26-foot diameter open-air hot spa that is 
a tingling 104 degrees. For the hearty, a dip in 
the lake's brisk spring waters might be tempting ; 
it's only a quick dash away, and you can dry out 
in the sauna. Snacks are available. Rates are $5 
per person per day, and the spa is open till 10 
p.m. Call 916-546-2566. At South Shore, 
Nephele's and Shingle Creek's hot tubs are 
perfect for two. Both businesses have private, 
open-air tub enclosures with stereo and room 
service. Rates at both are $15 for two, per hour. 
Nephele's (916-544-8130) and Shingle Creek 
(916-544-5400) are both on Ski Run Boulevard 
in South Lake Tahoe, near Heavenly Valley . 
Reservations are advised on weekends. 

An Auto for Opera 
The annual fund raiser of the Nevada Opera 

Association, Classic Auction III , takes place on 
March 26 at John Ascuaga's Nugget in Sparks. 
Tickets for dinner, dancing, and entertainment 
are $50 per person. The auction offers items 
from jewelry to vacations and includes a drawing 
for a 1987 Porsche 928 S4. To take a chance 
on the Porsche you need to pu rchase a $1 00 
"certificate of participation" (what other states 
call a "raffle ticket") from the association. To see 
the opera in action, the season's concluding 
production, "Desert Song," a romantic comedy, 
runs April 10-11 Tickets are $9 to $27 with 
discounts for seniors and students. To reserve 
for either 8 p.m. performance, or for information 

Reno-Tahoe Calendar 
on the auction, call (inside Nevada) 786-4046, 
or (outside Nevada) 800-992-2072. 

Train Tours and Museum in Sparks 
The Sparks Heritage Foundation lets you 

step back into the town's early years with a 
museum and train display in downtown Sparks. 
With early photos of Sparks and railroad exhibits 
the museum at 820 B Street is open weekdays 
from 1 to 4 p.m. Across the street you can tour 
an engine, caboose, and the restored 
Presidential Car, said to be used by Harry 
Truman when he campaigned for president. 
The engine is on loan from the Nevada State 
Museum. 

To arrange an individual or group tour, 
contact the Sparks Heritage Foundation during 
museum hours at 702-355-1144. Spur-of-the­
moment train tours usually can be 
accommodated, too. 

Time to Fly a Kite 
If the urge to fly a kite comes with the first 

spring breeze, check out the kite action at 
Rancho San Rafael Park in northwest Reno. "It's 
ideal for kite flying-almost like the park was 
made for it," says Mike Martin, kite flying addict 
and owner of Air Fare in Reno. If you don't have 
a kite but long to fly one anyhow, look for 
Martin-and his kites- any weekend at the 
park. "We have stunt kites, high-flying kites and 
flying toys out there," he says, "and we'll let 
anybody give them a try." Other prime kite flying 
locales include Lake Lahontan, Washoe Lake, 
and Pyramid Lake.-DeborahA. Mawhar 

Depending on space, we may be able 
to publish your organization's events. 
To be added to our mailing list, just 
send us your name and address. 

View the OLD WEST the OLD WEST way 
Travel by covered wagon and horseback through 

NEVADA 'S PIONEER- STAGECOACH- and- COVERED WAGON TERRITORY 

over the trails of the PONY EXPRESS and the OVERLAND STAGE 

6 DAYS over scenic mountains and deserts with stops at 
FORT CHURCHILL - VIRGINIA CITY - AND MANY OTHER POINTS OF HISTORIC INTEREST 

Trip begins JUNE 5th In FERNLEY 
with BARBECUE and SQUARE DANCING around the campfire 

NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT around the campfire under the stars 

$300 EACH AD U L T 
$150 CHI LD 13 & UNDER 
ALL EXPENSES INCLUDED 

(Exce p t tents , clothing, 
and personal sleeping gear) 

RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED UNTIL 
MAY 29 - LIMITED TO 125 

For further information contact: 
FERNLEY CHAMBER of COMMERCE 
P_O . Box 1606, Fernley Nevada 89408 

A booll on Fernley (702) 575-4459 

FERNLEY IS 

LOCATED 

33 MILES 

EAST OF 

RENO 

ON 1-80 

and area history may be obtained by mailing $3 to FERNLEY CHAMBER of COMMERCE at the above address 
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY SEEKERS' LOANS MANUAL 
"The Small Business Borrower's Bible" 
Practically prepares the loan application for you line·by·line ... the " proper" way. 

All properly prepared applications are processed faster ... no red tape! 

Guaranteed Loans ... Direct Loans ... and Imme late oans are aval a e now! 
Most men and women seroously Interested In startIng tnelr own busIness are el igible to apply - Including those who already own a busIness and need 
capItal last lor expanslon .. . or to stay afloal...even II they've been flatly relused by banks and turned down elsewhere! Yet. too many never qualify. sImply 
because they do not know how to " properly " prepare the loan applicatIon. 

In order 10 help Ihose people 
applying for Ihese quaranleed and 
direct loans fill oul their loan apph· 
callons the " rtght way" our bUSiness 
researchers, with Ihelr diligent com· 
pllatlon and effective efforts. have 
successfully assembled and pub· 
IIshed a comprehenSive. easy-to­
follow seminar manual' The Busmess 
Opportunlly Seekers' Loans Manual. 
Ihal Will quickly show you pracfically 
everylhing you'lI need 10 know 10 prepare 
a loan appllcallon 10 gel lederally 
Guaranleed and Direct Loans 

Here are JUSI lome 01 the mlny 
Importlnt benetlta the BUSiness 
Opportunity Seekers' Loans Manual 
provIdes you With 

• • completely filled in .ample set 
of Klull S8A lOin application 
torma. III properly filled in for 
you to .'Iily totlow-Ildl you in 
quickly prep1rin9 your own 
lOin application the right way . 
each Une on ftte samp4e appli­
cation forms il •• plained and 
Illustrated In ealy - to -under­
st.nd language. 

• fait ~pplicatlon preparation 
procedure. for getting loan. for 
both new .tart up bUlinell 
venturel and eltabUlhed firms. 

• advlles you on how to properly 
an.wer key que.Uons neces­
•• ry tor loan approval ~nd in 
order to help avoid having your 
application turned down - gives 
you advice on what you should 
not do undef any circumstances. 

• what simple .tep. you take to 
guarant~ elig ibility - no matter 
if you do not pre.ently qualify . 

Stili there are those whO 
declare 

I need money fight now and 
small bus/ness government loans 
take too darn long If s ImpOSSIble 
to qua ltfy No one ever gels one 0 1 
thOSe loans 

Or you may hear these 
comments 

My accountant s ,unlor 
assistant says he thInks ,t mIg'" be 
a waste oImy tlmel- "Heck there s 
roo much wor"some paperwork 
and red rape to wade through ." 

Frankly - such rantlngs and 
ravings are Just a lot of " bull" 
without any real baSIS - and only 
serve to clearly show that lack of 
knowledge miSinformation 
and not quite fully understanding 
Ihe UNITED STATES GOVERN· 
M EN T'S Small BUSiness Admtn ls­
Itatlon 's (SBAI Proqrams have 
untonunately c aused a 101 at 
people 10 Ignore whal ls WIthOut a 
d oubt - not only tne most 
Imponanl ana generous source of 
f inanCing lor new buSiness stan 
ups and eX i st I ng bUS in ess 
expanSions tn th iS country - b u t 
01 the ent i re world I 

N ow that you 've heara Ihe " bu ll­
about the Unlled Slates Govern­
ment's S8A Loan Prog ram - take 
a few more moments an d read the 
fOllOWing laCIS 
• Only 9 .&1. of approved loans 

were actually made to minori tft 
la.t y.ar 

• What SBA recognlzH " • 
" .ma ll bu. i n ... .. actu a lly 
opplle. 10 97." of oil 1M 
companlel In the nation 

•••••••••••••••••• 
GUARANTEE 01 

Simply lOOk Over thiS mosi 
elfeCI,ve money raiSing l oan 
plepa/atlon asslslance manual 
10f 15 aays and Ihen II you 
are not conVinc e., tflat II can 
actually help you OOtaln the 
BUSiness loan yOu need " 91"11 
away IUS! return ' I 10 f a lu ll 
and plompt leluno 

••••••••••••••••••• 

• ••••••••••••••••• 
GUARANTEE 02 

Even alter 15 days hele S 1"10"'" 
yOU ale Slill s'r ongly p,otecleo 

.t yOu deCIde to ~ eep t"e 
manual and yOu aDPly to r an 
SBA loan anyl lme w llhln 
yeal yOur loan m uSI De 
aDP'Ove(] ana you muSI aCI.Ja lly 
receive 'he tUndS Or yOur money 
Will oe refunded In lu ll 

••••••••••••••••••• 
Only because we are so conti' 

Interested In helping you stan a dentlhat thiS IS a lac! do we dare 
bUSiness that Will make a lot Of make such a strong binding 
money It s to thelt aovan tage - seldom .heard .ot Dou b l e 
the more money yOu make Ihe Guarantee No .tronger 

~o'~:C~er9~I:n~utro ~~:~~~~ 1~~e~ld guarant .. pcM'~! 
generous 'unCle "' Will !!liner lend Ot course, no one can guarantee 
directly or guarantee billions 01 that every reQuesl Will be ap· 
dollars In loan reQueSTS along Wltn prove<l- but clearly we are ftrmly con· 
teChn ic al assistance and even vlnced that any sound bUSiness re­
sa les procurement ass istan c e quest properly prepared - shOWing a 
~ememDer If you don't apply lor reasonable Chance o t reoayment and 
I" ese ava il ab l e SeA funas Submitted 10 SBA - wlli be approved 
lOm.body .... eer1alnly will. 

Oon'I lose oul _ now IS Ine besl THOUSANDS ARE 
lime 10 place your o raer tor IhlS PROPERLY APPLYING 
comprehenSive manua l It IS nol AND BEING APPROVED. 
.oId in ,10''' . Availab le only by HERE'S YOUR CHANCE 
ma ti through thiS aCl dlrectlY"com 
Flnonc lol Freedom Co .. Ihe u - TO JOIN THEM! 
elu.lye publl.her, al Just a small r:==;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;==;;:;;;:;~ 

FREE BONUS IraCl lon 01 whal II would cosl for 
the services of a p"vale loan 
adVisor or to altend a seminar 
For .. ample: 

If yOu order yOur manual 
today you II receive a valuable 
treasury 01 fast easy low 
capital and highly profllable 
bUSiness programs wonh fony 
live dolla,s yours abso 
lulely heel 

100% ta. d.ductlble a • . a 
bu''''''s •• penN. Don't de4ey -
onM< you, copy lodoy! • where you can tile your appll ­

c.tion lor fa.te.' procell ing. 
AI thiS POint Ihe most Important 

Question you wanl anSwered IS 
Just where IS all Ihls loan money 
coming Irom' Incredible as It may 
sound - Ihese Guaranteeo Loans 

• Red tape comes aboul only 
when tM loan application Is 
.ent back due to applicant nol 
providing the requested infor­
mallon ... or provtdlng the wrong 
informatton 

Inili ally thiS amazing Guaran ­
leed and Direct Loans Manual was 
speCially aeslgned to Oe the OasIs 
o f a Sma" BUSiness Loan Semmar 
- where each regIstrant wOuld 
pay an admISSion fee 01 S450 BtJI 
our company felt that since tne 
manual s Quality instructions we r"! 
so eltcepllonalfy crysta/-cte.r mat 
anyone wno COuld read cOula 
JUcc.,,'ully use I ts techniques 
WIthOut haVing to allend a seminar 
Cr pay for costly p"vate loan 
adVisory aSS is tance servIces 

r NO RISK LOAN OPPORTUNITY FORM - • • Delach and rush lor 
COMPLETE PREPARATION 

ASSISTANCE FOR LOAN APPROVAL 

Direct Loans and Immediate 
Loans are Inaeed available fight 
now Irom the besl and yet the 
mOst overlooked and freQuently 
the mOst Ignored ana sometimes 
o ul"g,..t ndlculed made-Iun -o t 
sOurce 0 1 ready money last 
c apita l In A meflca THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

a t COu rse there are those wno 
uoon heating the woras UNITED 
STATES GOVERNM EN T w," 
InSla nlly IrPele up and trOw n and 
say 

only mlnOfitles can get small 
bUSiness lOiln money from the 
government'" 

Yel on Ihe olher hand (and mOSI 
puzzling) others Will rant on and on 
and on Ihal 

don't even try, It'S Just Impos· 
Sible - all those BUSiness Loans 
Programs are st"ctly lor the Chryslers, 
the Lockheeds. the bIg corpora· 
tlons, not for the little guy or small 
companies" etc 

• Th. SBA i . r equ ired by 
Congr ... to provle» a minimum 
dollar amount in businellioans 
each ri.c.l y.ar in order to 1 •• -
fully comply With str ic t ~ota • . 
(Almo.t 5 billion th is year) 

Yel , deSPi te Ihe mtlhons wno 
miSS Oul - there are Stili li tera lly 
tnousanas at amOlt lOu S men and 
women nationwide who are prop· 
erly applYing - being approved 
- and obtaining ,uNiclent lunds 
to either s tart a new bUSiness a 
IranChlse or buy Oul or expand an 
eJIIlsllOg one Mostly mey are all 
IUSI tYPic al Americans With no 
lancy lilies whO used essentia lly 
Ine lame effecli ve know-how to 
Idl outtheu appl lca l lons thai you II 
Itnd In Ihe Bu stness OpportunIty 
Seekers ' Loans Manual 

So don t you dare oe Shy aboul 
applying fOI and accepting these 
guar anteed and dHect government 
lo an s Cu r iou sly enOugh the 
qOvernmenl IS actua lly very muCh 

Therefore fo r Inose purc naslng 
tne manual by mati no 3 day class 
no course and accommOdaltons 
are reQUired Ana rather than S450 
we cOula slash (he Ance all t e 
way down 10 lust a mere 520 - a 
small portion a t a tYPical se "' lna/ 
attendance fee pr o Idlng yOu 
promptly fill In and mati COupon 
oelo w With lee while t"'IS soecl a' 
seminar ·,n -prlnt manu al o ffer IS 

stIli a ... atlaole Oy mall al thiS rela 
lIvely lOw pllcel 

~ememDer IhlS mas I uniQue 
manual QUIC kly prOVides you w ltn 
actual sample copies of SBA Loan 
appilcalton ano all Olner reQuite<' 
forms- already properly IIlIeo If' 
tor yOu to eaS ily use as ' ellao"­
accurale slep - Oy -sleD gUloes ­
thuS Oflertng you CO mplele 
dssur ance thai youl appilcallon 
Will oe DrODerly Dreoared and 
!hereOv Immed lalely Dulling yOu 
on me 'lg"l roao to Obtain ing !aSI 
"0 'eo -Iaoe loan aDPfoval 

GUARANTEED YOUR LOAN MUST BE APPROVED OR MONEY BACK - ONLY A 
SMALL PRICE TO PAY FOR THE LOAN YOU CAN GET NO RISK AND NO HASSLES. 

Please rush me ___ copies 01 

" BUSiness Opportunity Seekers ' 
Loans Manua'" each at a 520 lee 
plus 53 ()() handling and shipping 
I am lully prolected by Ihe IWO SHang 
guarantees abQ\.-e I'm ordering tooay 
- so I can receive FREE - the valuable 
ueasury ollasl , easy, low·capllal and 
highly prolltable bUSiness programs 

worth torty-llve dollars - mme Iree 
10 keep even It I deCide to return Ihe 
manual lor a lull retund 

Enclosed IS Full Paymenl 
Cash Check Money Order 

Send paymenl With order 

Name 
Please Print Clearly 

Address 

Clly 

Slale Z,p 
MAIL TO 
Financial Freedom Publishers 
110 W. 5th St . 
Wlnston·Salem. Ne 27101 

--------­© 1985 



Events 
(Continued from page 19) 

8:15pm. Pioneer Theater. 329-8866 
Fantasies In Chocolate, 24. an evening of 
chocolate samples. displays. music. benefits Lend-a­
Hand Foundation. Bally's Grand. 788-6214 
"Opera Scenes," 25-28. solo and choral scenes 
from five operas. 8pm. Lake Tahoe Community 
College Collegiate Theatre. South Lake Tahoe. 916-
541 -7597 
Classic Auction III, 26. annual fundraiser for 
Nevada Opera Assn .• dinner. dancing. auction. and 
drawing for a 1987 Porsche 928 S4. John Ascuaga's 
Nugget. Spar1<s. 786-4046 
"What the Butler Saw," 26-28. humorous farce. 
Reno Little Theater. 329-0661 
Peppermlll Cup Senior Hockey Tournament, 
26-29. the Reno Aces Senior Hockey Club competes 
in a tournament with 20 other select teams. Reno­
Spar1<s Convention Center. 826-2121 
Spring Ski, 26. for advanced skiers. meet 9am at 
Carson Pass Par1<ing Area. California Dept. of Par1<s 
and Recreation. 916-322-8993 
Reno Autorama, 27-29. Reno-Spar1<s Convention 
Center. 323-6055 
Earth Grains Cup, 28-29. the final stop on the 
Women's Pro Tour featuring a celebrity ski fun race in 
conjunction with women's pro competit ion . Kirkwood 
Ski Resort. 209-258-6000 
Echo to Kirkwood Cross-Country Race, 28. 14-
mile race across rugged peaks. climbing 1 .300 feet to 
the crest of the Sierra Nevada followed by roll ing 
downhill terrain to Kirkwood Cross-Country Ski Area. 
209-258-6000 
Hallmark Photographic Collection Exhibit, 28-
4/26. 75 prints by master photographers. Sierra 
Nevada Museum of Art. 329-3333 
Animals In Winter Program, 29. see active winter 
animals and follow tracks. meet lOam at General Creek 
Campground Entrance Station at Sugar Pine Point 
State Par1<. 916-525-7232 

April 
Sculpture Exhibit, 1-513. wor1<s by Katrina Lasko. 
Sierra Nevada Museum of Art. 329-3333 
Western Winter Sports Show, 2-5. Reno-Spar1<s 
Convention Center. 827-7650 
Cotton Club, 3. gala event in a style reminiscent of 
the original Cotton Club with dinner. dancing. live 
entertainment. to attract new members to the Sierra 
Arts Foundation. VFW Hall. 329-1324 
Reno Men's Sportcoat Dinner, 3. cocktails. 
dinner. raffle. auction. men only. Ducks Unlimited. 
Peppermill. 322-6937 
UNR v. USF, 4. baseball. Moana Stadium. 784-4600 
Coors Race Tour, 4. Boreal. 916-426-3666 
Winter Railroading In the Sierra Program, 4. 
meet lOam at Donner Memorial State Par1< Museum. 3 
miles west of Truckee. 916-525-7232 
Horse ShOW, 4-5. Nevada State Horseman's Assn .• 
Reno Livestock/Events Center. 852-3011 
Violin Concert, 5. internationally acclaimed 
violinists Ida and Ani Kavafian. 3pm. Reno Chamber 
Orchestra. Trinity Episcopal Church. 825-7358 
Gourmet Lunch Ski Tour, 5-19. cross-country 
skiing. Northstar. 916-587-0280 
Mexican Dance, 6. Reno Livestock/Events Center. 
329-3658 
UNR v. Cal State Hayward, 7. baseball . Moana 
Stadium. 784-4600 
Reno Home and Garden Show, 8-12. Reno­
Spar1<s Convention Center. 827-7660 
"Music Man," 9. musical with 18-piece orchestra. 
$15 and $20 reserved seats. 8pm. produced by 
Hadassah. benefit for hospitals in Israel. Reno Hilton. 
for tickets call 348-6551 
Ali-Night Skl-A-Thon, 10. Boreal Ski Area. 916-
426-3666 

(Continued on next page) 
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Tournaments 
March 
Slots, 5, 9. 16. 21 . and 28. Comstock, 329-
1880 
Blackjack, 6-7 Comstock, 329-1880 
Keno, 6-7 Comstock, 329-1880 
Video Poker, 10, Carson Valley Inn, 
Minden, 782-9711 
Keno, 13-15, Caesars Tahoe, 588-3515 
Baccarat, 18-22, Caesars Tahoe, 588-
3515 
Blackjack, 24, Carson Valley Inn, Minden, 
782-9711 
Keno, 29-31 , Eldorado, 786-5700 

April 
Slots, 4, 9, 13, 18, 24, and 30, Comstock, 
329-1880 
Backgammon, 16-19, Caesars Tahoe, 
588-3515 
Blackjack, 17 Harolds Club, 329-0881 
Video Poker, 21 , Carson Valley Inn, 
Minden, 782-9711 
Blackjack, 24-25, Comstock, 329-1880 
Keno, 24-25, Comstock, 329-1 880 
Slots, 24-27, Caesars Tahoe, 588-3515 
Blackjack, 28, Carson Valley Inn, Minden, 
782-9711 

Inexpensive 
Luxul1' 

3 Days 
2 Nights 

• two night's accommodations 
• 1 breakfast per person 

• 1 dinner per person 

95 
per person . 
dbl. occupancy. 
Sun.-Thurs. 
arrivals. 

• Free use of glass-enclosed spa deck 

~---~ • 
APPROVEO U.S. 395 Minden, Nevada 
Call Toll Free 800-321-6983, In Nevada 702-782-9711 

$54.95 for Friday & Saturday arrivals. Higher on holidays. Advance reservations required. 
Subject to availability. No refunds after first night's stay. Must be 21 

Not valid with any other promotion . discount or package. Rates higher after 5/ 22 /87. 

Friendly Nevada Hospitality 
The Way It Used To Be 

March/April87 NEVADA 21 
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Coming Events 
Virginia City Grand Prix Motorcycle Race, 5/9-
10,789-4892 
Great lake Tahoe Sternwheeler Race, 5/25, 
South Lake Tahoe, 916-541 -3364 
Nugget AII·Amerlcan Suffolk Sheep Show 
and Sale, 5125-30, John Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks, 
356-3300 
State Backgammon Championship and 
Masters Invitational, 6/3-7, Peppermill , 826-1 984 
Carson Valley Days, 6/12-14, Minden and 
Gardnerville, 782-8144 
Kit Carson RendezvouslWagon Train Days, 
6/13-14, Carson City, 883-7442 
Reno Rodeo Celebration, 6/19-28, 329-3877 
Stewart Indian Museum Arts and Crafts Fair 
and Pow Wow, 6/20-21,882-1808 

LOGO CONTEST 
Logo-minded individuals are invited to enter 
the contest to create a symbol for the Great 
Basin National Park. Logos should best 
represent the unique characteristics of the 
new park, which, located 70 miles east of Ely, 
includes Wheeler Peak, Lehman Caves, and 
groves of ancient bristlecone pines. The 
winning design, which will become the official 
seal, will be unveiled at the park's dedication 
ceremonies this spring. Logo entries must be 
black and white (no color) and submitted on 8-
112 x II -inch paper. The deadline is March 20, 
1987. Submit entries to: Great Basin Logo 
Contest, Nevada Commission on Tourism, 
Capitol Complex, Carson City, NV. 89710. 

For $100 
you could become 

the proud owner of a 
1987 Porsche 928S 4 

Your $100 tax ded uctible donation 
eligib le to become the owner of a 
Porsche 928S 4. 

makes 
1987 

you 

The owner will 
at the 

III 
26, 1987 
Auction 

be selected Thursday, Marc h 
Nevada Opera's Classic 

For more information call 
1-800-992-2072/702-786-4046 
Parti ci pants limited to 2,500. Donors need not be present 
to win, Ordered and delivered through your loca l authori zed 
Po rsche dealer in the U.S.A. 
Paymellt of all applicable taxes and fees is the respons ibilit y 
of the winner 

Vi sa, Mas terCard, Ameri can Express accepted. 
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Events 
(Continued from previous page) 

''The Desert Song," 10-11 , classic romantic 
comedy, Nevada Opera, Pioneer Theater, 786-4046 
UNR v. Pepperdlne, 10-11 , baseball, 2:30pm, 
Moana Stadium, 784-4600 
Reno Home and Garden Show, 10-12, Reno­
Sparks Convention Center, 323-6055 
Donner Camp History Tour, 11 , meet 10am 
Donner Memorial State Park Museum, 3 miles west of 
Truckee, 916-587-3841 
Antique Doll Show and Sale, 11 , Reno-Sparks 
Convention Center, 329-4590 
"Music Man," 11 -12, musical with 18-piece 
orchestra, $15 and $20 reserved seats, 8pm Sat., 
2pm and 7pm Sun. , produced by Hadassah, benefit 
for hospitals in Israel, Reno Hilton, 348-6551 
Spring Wave Camp, 11-19, annual flying camp, 
rides available, Douglas County Airport, Minden, 782-
7627 
Concert, 12, Perry Jones and UNR Concert Choir, 
2pm, free, open to public, Little Flower Church, 784-
6145 
Sierra Mountain Race and Relay, 12, 10-km. 
cross-country skiing, 10-km. running, and 10-km. 
biking, starts and ends at Squaw Valley Nordic Center, 
916-583-2264 
UNR v. Chico State, 14-15, baseball, Moana 
Stadium, 784-4600 
"Music Man," 15-16, musical with 18-piece 
orchestra, $15 and $20 reserved seats, 8pm Sat., 
2pm and 7pm Sun. , produced by Hadassah, benefit 
for hospitals in Israel, Reno Hilton, 348-6551 
Reno Home and Garden Show, 15-19, Reno­
Sparks Convention Center, 323-6055 
Blrdwalk, 17, explore wildlife at Washoe Lake with 
Nevada Dept. of Wildlife personnel, meet 8am at the 
entrance of Scripps Wildlife Management Area, 
Washoe Lake, 885-4319 
Silver State Quarter Horse Show, 18-19, Reno 
Livestock/Events Center, 853-2882 
Paint Horse Show, 18-19, Reno Livestock/Events 
Center, 849-2240 
"Music Man," 18-19, musical with 18-piece 
orchestra, $15 and $20 reserved seats, 8pm Sat., 
2pm and 7pm Sun., produced by Hadassah, benefit 
for hospitals in Israel, Reno Hilton, 348-6551 
Easter, 19, buffet breakfast, egg hunt, parade, 
Boreal Ski Area, 916-426-3666 
Easter Sunday, 19, egg hunt for kids and golden 
egg hunt (for season passes) for adults, Donner Ski 
Ranch, 916-426-3635 
Mexican Dance, 20, Reno Livestock/Events 
Center, 329-3658 
Easter Week Games, 20-24, wax downhill, Easter 
bunny chase, snowman contest, Easter egg spoon 
race, obstacle fun race, tug-of-war, Sierra Ski Ranch, 
916-659-7519 
Angus Cattle ShOW, 20-28, Reno live-
stock/Events Center, 827-7600 
Fete Du Printemps, 21 , lunch prepared by 
professional French chef served on ski trail, $24 
includes picnic and trail fee, reservations needed, 
Royal Gorge Ski Resort, 916-426-3871 
Wearable Art Exhibit, 21 , designers show original , 
one-of-a-kind clothing, jewelry, and accessories, 
boutique set up for shopping, tax deductible donation 
for Sierra Arts Foundation of $25 includes 
refreshments, Eldorado, 329-1324 
UNR Celebrations, 24, Cultural Awareness Day, 
Arbor Day, UNR College of Business hosts business 
games, opening of new Church Fine Arts wing with 
show, "Follies," which continues on 4/26, 4/30 , and 
5/1 -3, 784-4941 
Bird Ecology Talk, 24, slide show on Washoe 
Valley birds by Nevada Dept. of Wildlife, 7:30pm, 
Washoe Lake State Park, 885-4319 
National Rifle Assn. Show, 24-26, Reno-Sparks 
Convention Center, 827-7660 

(Continued on page 24) 



Each beginners Success Manual is Gu."alrtee~d 
1. FIFTY QUICK, EASY AND MOST UNUSUAL WAYS TO r-----..., 
POCKET "GIANT DOllARS!" 
Here's your chance 10 discover how so many lolks miss 
oul on numerous opportunilies 10 pull in some big . lasl 
cash . A mosl unique money·opportunily book which 
quickly shows you how jusl ordinary men and women 
Irom all walks 01 lile are building spare time and lull 
time tortunes; plus home businesses, money secrets. 
weallh -building melhods. oul-ol-Ihe·ordinary plans and 
odd blue prinls 10 success. plus more. (only S6.95) 

2. HOW TO STACK UP HUGE MAIL OROER PROFITS ­
HAND OVER FIST WITHOUT BREAKING YOUR BACK 
(OR RISKING AN ARM OR A LEG) 

Praclically all mail order e.perts agree Ihal absolulely 
nolhing sells beller by maillhan books ... and Ihere's 

Ihal sells easier Ihan books. Beller yel - you 
make bigger and lasler nel prolils Irom selling 

by mail Ihan you could realize on any olher ilems. 
will be shown everylhing Irom A 10 Z. (only S6.95) 

12. HOW TO WIN BIG CASH AND VAWABLE 
...-------1 PRIZES CONTESTS: 

~~·!2:o~:::r.::r~t This unique book quickly shows you all the important 
:~~~~~ :~(.~!~~.:~: inside tricks. Opportunity to win national and local con-

Oo'HfGj tests again and again. Cash . cars, homes. appliances. 
lurs and vacalions ... No olher publicalion on Ihe 
markel e.aclly like il. (only S6.95) 

13. BIG FAST FULL TIME AND PART TIME 
PROFITS FOR WOMEN: 

. IQ ',,"'Ull'IIII("HO 
.. 0\11" 'IIU HlO' ITl'OIll 

This book is a remarkable Ireasury 01 unique bul common 
sense. easy 10 operale lillie "big" money making 

~~l~ . I---------1 businesses for many millions of loday's serious and 

Shows you how 10 immedialely sel up - and gel your 
operalion oil 10 a smoolh IIying start. Quickly leaches 
you short cut mail order lundamenlals Irom A 10 Z. 
Crammed with insider "Iricks 01 Ihe lrade" and I 
"money gelling gimmicks." Imagine yoursell 
envelopes conlainlng hundreds 01 dollars or more 
every day - that's Ihe polenlial 01 mail order. (only enterprising women interested in fabulous earnings, 

independence and securily. lillie or no inveslmenl and 

Q lasl starting full - and part-time income increasing 
3. HOW TO SEW YOUR WAY TO PRETTY PROFITS -: , _ aclivities. (only S6.95) 

FAST! r; ~ 14. EASIEST AND FASTEST WAY TO START A SUC-
U l'(I' '''.0'.I 'U1 .Af '0".111 1 . 

II's a lacllhal millions 01 women (and men. 100) own Iheir "', ~~1~ CESSFUL MAIL ORDER BUSINESS ON A SHOESTRING: 
own sewing machines ... and truly enjoy sewing. This .... 'l. " Sr'mple and mosl effeclive slep by slep mail order slart 
peculiarly prol ilable book clearly demonslrales 10 Ihem I ':d"" '.', ' . . ,. . 
how to. virtually, l urn their sewing machines in to money ........ ~ "'.- up and operating instructions written especially for 

SUCC[lS'U~ "'''Il 0 1101111 
. UIIHUIOH . 

SMOUTIII ' HQ 

making machines ... and lake lasl and lull advantage beginners. Crammed wilh vilallacls ... Covers every 
01 loday's mosl promiSing markel condilions. Especially 1----_- ,.-,-_- , ... ---1 aspecl ollhis e.citing big money lietd . (only S6.95) 
- conSidering Ihe present sky-high prices. (only S6.95) ""::::,':'.~ _ . 15. HOW TO SEE THE WORLD . .. 

TRAVEl AND GET PAID WElL FOR IT: 
4. HOW TO TURN YOUR TELEPHONE INTO A 
MONEY MAKING MACHINE: 
Righi now your phone is only costing you money ­
bul il you knew how 10 make il work lor you . il could be 
making you money. Many people have heard aboul 
men and women making handsome incomes. via their 
lelephone. Bul only a lew people know .. aclly how it's 
done. Complete easy-to·lollow inslruclions. (only S6.95) 

5. HOW TO EARN A FISTFUL OF MONEY WITH 
NEWPAPER CLIPPINGS: 
Imagine. earning good money by clipping articles Irom 
newspapers? This unusual book inslrucls you in slraighl­
to·lhe·point. how-Io·inlormation. Fasl starting operalion 
by mail on a liny shoeslring capilal. Unusual way 10 earn 
S50. St OO. S300 or more. weekly. Ideal lor ambilious 
Homeworkers. spare-l ime or lull . (only S6.95) 

6. HOW REAL ESTATE CAN MAKE YOU A FORTUNE. _ . 
USING OTHER " FOLKS MONEY:" 
Real eslale has produced more millionaires Ihan any 
olher lield. The plans inside this amazing lasl. lortune­
building book lells why and how. in easy·ABC lashion : 
learn how 10 lei olher lolks money work lor you: speculale 
in raw land and gel back S510r every SI you pul in: rake 
in huge profits on Uncle Sam's losses: sel up a nice 
income lor yourself and your family with little or no 
inveslment.(only S6.95) 

7. WORK·AT·HOME SUCCESS GUIDE 
(For Men and Women) 
Time and lime again - successlul spare lime and lull 
lime businesses are made wilh Oul-ol-Ihe·ordinary 
mel hods: off beal money making ideas. prosperous home 
enlerprises. Shows how plain every day lolks Irom all 
walks 01 lile can slack up good money. Here's your 
opportunity to go aHer incredible wealth . (only S6.95) 

8. AMAZING MONEY MAKING TREASURY OF 1 & 2 
INGREDIENT FORMULAS THAT COULD PUT YOU ON 
EASY STREET 
This slartling opportunity book places Ihe lillie 
"beginner" operalor wilh tiny capilal in a mosl profitable 
posil ion 10 manulaclure sellable producls. All prepara· 
tions require no more than two chemicals. many just one. 
All represenl a popular besl-seller kind 01 producl wilh 
bolh genuine meri l and wide sales appeal. No e.pensive 
equi pment or facili ties requ ired , You can at most always 
pack everylhing Irom your kitchen. (only S6.95) 

9. WORLD'S EASIEST MOST PROFITABLE 
MAIL ORDER BUSINESS •.• 
A relal ively uncrowded business Ihat any man or woman 
can enler regardless 01 age. Book shows you how to slart 
small. wilh 'piggy bank' capital and grow prosperous year 
aHer year. Reveals Ihe suresl. mosl prolitable and salesl 
ilems 10 sell by mail. Crammed with all Ihe precious. 
easy-Io·undersland delails. (only S6.95) 

10. TWElVE SIMPLE LITTlE-KNOWN WAYS TO MAKE 
BIG MONEY FAST! 
An amazing book Ihal clearly reveals a dozen ways men 
and women could pockel some real lasl cash prolils ­
il Ihey only knew Ihe righl wealth building moves 10 make. 
This book quickly leaches you all Ihe necessary moves. 
shows you e .. clly how and whal 10 do 10 help assure 
your success. (only S6.95) 
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Everyone enjoys Ira,eling . But most people cannol 
allord 10 Iravel 10 Ihose lar away places Ihey dreamed 
of visiting , Here's your chance to take in the wonderful 
sighls Ihroughoul Ihe world - and aclually gel paid 
lor doing it. Yes. it's Iruly possible Ihal Ihis lillie 
known slrictly legal melhod could provide you wilh Ihe 
inlormalion lor doing it. (onty S6.95) 

... 0 . TO SII T"'I . 01lllO 
'II .WU .... 00(1 ". '0 

.lLl ' Oil " 

Eve ryone of the 15 !\l anuals' home-based businesses. can be 
successfully operated, by a single person, retirees. unemployed 
people - most ideal for husband /wife teams - and can be. almost. 
instan tly tu r ned in to an ente rprising fami ly operated b usiness. 
kids can help too. \Vi th everyone pitch ing in ,. your business 
could suddenly lake off. and pronls could increase fa sl! 

More BusmellSes You Operate ••• More Money Yon 
lIIaIre ••• Guarantees You Riches Beyond Your 
WIldest Dreamsl 

So. be sure to keep in mind that: E\'en though. it's true - some 
good money could be made with just a single one of these 
start-up success manuals working for )'ou ... but , much better than 
tha t . you could give yourself a greater opportunity to make ),our 
pronts mu ltiply much fa sler, by simply putting togelher a 
super powerful profitable combination of five, ten, or more of 
these fift een - fastest , easiest ... proven profitable businesses 
out of o\!er a thousand in our fil es, Imagine havi ng them all 
operating. and bringing in big heft y proms for you, at the same 
time! But you must send your order in right away. Supplies are 
extemely limited at these spec ial introductory low prices! 

FREE The More Success Manuals You Order 
The More FREE UmIted EdltiODII You Get 

Buy Any 2 to 5 SUCCESS MANUALS And Get Free! Any 
One Of The Three LIMITED EDITIONS Below, or Buy 
Any 6 to 10 SUCCESS MANUALS And Get Free! Any 1100 
Of The Three Below, or Buy Any II to 15 SUCCESS 
~lANUALS And Get Free! All Three Below. 

-+ow '0 1UJs.t: 41. l ,..( C#lS" .-.ow TO OUIC Ol . 
'OU ... no IN • MUll. , ."'1 OUT • • l '0...111 01 . 1S 

HOW TO RAISE 
ALL THE CASH YOU 
NEEO IN A HURRY. 
II you need S5.000. S2O.OO0. 
S100.000 or more 10 help 
get your new business off 
Ihe ground - then. you 'll 
most certainly want to read 
th is book, Even if you 've 
already been turned down 
by banks ., . and finance 
companies. 

. " 0 Tu lll '" • • 0C III (0I1 
111., .. , 0 ' trl TD GOOO 

HOW TU QUICKLY 
WIPEOUT ALL 
YOUR OEBTS AND 
TURN BAD CREDIT 
RATING INTO GOOD! 
Now with this amazing 
book - you can stop bill 
collectors COld in their 
tracks. He",'s your golden 
opportunily 10 gel out 01 
debl wilhout bonowing. 

HOW TO RETIRE 
YOUNG AND LIVE 
WXURIOUSlY ON 
VERY LlTILE MONEY. 
Finally - II's possible 
tor you 10 san Dod bye" 
and "good riddance" 10 
Ihat old oul-daled idea 
that you must remain on 
a boring nickel and dime 
wage slave, time·clock 
punching job until you 
",ach 6~ 

FINALLY -A REAL OPPORTUNITY TO 
ENJOY A RICHER • •• BETTER LIFE 

Our organization - SucceSllful8usiness Publishl'rs, 
of({'rS ",·hal is perhaps th(' l ar~('s t Collection of l 'niqu(' 
'!tome· business' 8eginn('r's Success ~Ia nua l s in th(' 
"''Orld! Out of O\'er a thousand of businesses in our 
orltanization's m('s - our home business specialists. 
haw painstakinltly sell'c ted The 15 "astl'st. Easiest 
. .. ~1os l high I)' Profitable part·timl' and fulltiml' 
Husine5..ws you and oth"'T IwginnefS can quickly start and 
easi ly olW rate from home - with \'er)' 10"" OT. \'irtually, 
no inn'stmenl. 

It o",' many of thl'~" Pro\'en. Highly Ilrofitabl(' t:..nter· 
pri5l's, can you combin(' to~dht.'r and succcwull)' operatl' 
- and Henefit Fro m At The Same Time? Possibl)'. all 
fifteen if)'Ou're that ambitious ." Thl' bi~ Shrl'wd 
Corporal ions. call this almost S('( ret method 'diwrsifi· 
cation' which is. mer('ly. a high sou nd ing big word, ",'hich 
simp!)' boils dO""n to - ha\'in~ a lot of different busi · 
nl'Ues, up(' ra tin~ .. . and pourinf,! fast·fat profits 
in to your pockets. at the sa ml' time. 

Lt:t's face il - Plain common sense 53y5 that - the mor(' 
of thl'sC 151'ro\'en Profitable Ilusinesses. yo u choose 
10 op('rat(' at the samt.' time .. , the bi~l!er. and faster 
)'Our profits could Iw! Of couTSe, our orga niza tion ""ill 
profi t a fe"" mort' dollars if yo u choose to put fi\'(.'. len 
or all fifteen of our prown profitable. start· up ucce s 
manuals, to work for )'OU , 

Hut th ('n - why should our making a modest few 
dol lars of profit bother )'OU - whl'n ii 's )'OU. who makes 
. ,. and keeps all the income - no mall('r ho"" much -
Your diffl'renl home busi nesses bring in'! The dcmand 
for our uni'lU(' wcalth ·buildin~, Beginners Start·Up 
Success ~1anuaI 5 has been so o\'cr",'helming , ,. and , 
und('rstandably so too, si nce, thl" t."~ absolutd), nothinf,! 
likl, thl'mon the ma rkl'l! 

Our No·Rillk 
Success Guarantee To You 

You must be absolutely, posi tively. and totally 
convinced that the actual money making 
success profitability of each manual is real 
- and may quickly increase your income 
or you may return everything wit hin 10 days 
for a prompt no hassle refund. 

Remember. those who snooze will certainly 
lose. However. those who choose right now. 
to begin - can win. and right now. while 
there's still time. is the best time to b~gin , 
You'll be making a \'c r)' wise and highly 
profitable move. ORDER NOW! 

1 1 
I have circ led above the catalog number 01 each Success 1 I Manual l am ordering. and I've included the proper amount 

I to help cover shipping and handling. as indicated below. AlSO, 1 
I'm lullyprolecled by yuur organ izalion's strong. no-risk 

1 
successguaranleethal - unlesslamtotallyconvincedlhal 1 
the aclual money making success profitability of my manual(s) 
is real - and may quickly increase my income, Also, I may 1 
relurn everything wilhin 10 days, lora prompt. no·hassle, 
lullrelund, 
Tolal Success Manuals Ordered ______ _ 
Fu ll Amounl Enclosed ____ ,..,---",--, __ 
Be sure 10 include proper shipping and handling fee -
see charges below, 

SHIPPING AND HA NDLI NG CHARGES 
Ordering just one Success Manual Add S1.2510r S&H 
Ordering Irom 210 5 Success Manua ls Add 90c per 
each manual 
Ordering !rom 610 14 Success Manuals Add SOc per 
each manual 
ENJOY BIG SAVINGS ON OROERS FOR ALLIS 
SUCCESS MANUALS - We pay all Sh ipping & Handling 
Cos!. (a he"y savings 01 $1.50!1. 
Note: We pay shipping and handling on each limlted 
Edition Manual your order qualllleslor. 

Ch .. k th. bo. b.,ow which IndlClles each desrred 
FRet Umlled Edlllon Manuals' TIII.(.) which your 
Old" quallfi .. you 10 rec.'ve FRet 

• 
How to quickly wipe out all your debts and lum 
bid CIOdlt rallng Inlo good 

• 
How to raise all the cash you need 
In a hurTY 

• 
How to retire young and live tUlurloully on very 
little money 

1 METHOD OF PAYMENT (. 11 prices .re in U.S. lundsl: 
My check or money order is enclosed (do not send 

I ~~~~~n_c~~~r~ou~~~h:e~ca~~iage of sale charged by card I companies - charge card orders not accepted, 

1 
SHIP TO 
Nam. ____________ _ 

1 Addre ss ____________ _ 

1 Cily __________ _ 

Slate Zip __ _ 

1 Complele Ihis order lorm and mail 10: 
SUCCESS BUSINESS PUBLISHERS 
110 W. 51h Streel 

1_ ~i~n~e!!!;.N~712! ___ I 
I © l985 Successful Business Publishers I 



Reno-Tahoe Calendar 

Casino Notes 

·The world's largest jackpot- a product of 
the Megabucks slot network around the 
state-was won February 1 at Harrah's Reno 
by Terry Williams, a family counselor from Los 
Gatos, California. Williams, who said a back 
injury had kept him from skiing , had played the 
machine for about an hour when he hit the 
coveted main prize-$4,988,842.14. The 
jackpot had accumulated at 185 Megabucks 
machines in 22 casinos ; immediately the jackpot 
was reset for $1 .9 million. The Megabucks 
system had paid off $88 million in smaller 
jackpots, according to Chuck Mathewson, 
president of the super slots' creator, 
International Game Technology, who was 
present at the award ceremonies at Harrah's. 
The payoff to Williams will be made in a series of 
10 checks, each for $498,884. The happy 
Californian said he and his wife hope to donate 
part of his winnings to help abused children 
while also refinancing their house and taking a 
vacation . The mega-millionaire kept his sense of 
humor through the ceremonies, noting, "Five 
million to someone like me is like the Defense 
Department budget." 

·For the ninth straight year Harrah's 
Tahoe has received 1987's Mobil Travel 
Guide's five-star hotel award, an honor 
bestowed on only six other hotels in the U.S. 
and Canada. In addition, the hotel has won 
AAA's five-diamond award for the 11 th year in a 
row. Harrah's Tahoe is one of only two U.S. 
hotels to win both prestigious awards in 198? 

THE 

• The world's largest fiber optic sign was lit for 
the first time at the Peppermill last December. 
The Peppermill sign is atop the hotel/casino's 
newly constructed 15-story tower. The two sets 
of 14-foot-high letters were built with 1,480 
square feet of polished gold aluminum. Each 
sign is 140 feet long and is visible from five miles 
away. In all there are 60,000 points of light with 
wide angle viewing tips and 500,000 feet of 
acrylic optical fibers. The sign also has computer­
controlled color sequencing for animation and 
changes colors by use of optical color wheels. 

·The Nevada Gaming Commission has 
approved a parlay card Sports Book for the 
Carson Valley Inn. According to Carson 
Valley Inn General Manager Shawn Smyth, "We 
received many requests from our local 
customers to put in a sports book because 
there isn't one in Carson Valley." Now there is. 

·Barney's, which closed last December, is 
being given a new life and new name by 
Harrah's, which purchased the club in January. 
Plans are to combine the Harrah's Tahoe sports 
casino and Barney's to make a new casino at 
Stateline. The casino will be owned and 
operated by Harrah's but will have its own 
identity. A late spring opening is planned. 

A Reminder: To confirm dates and 
times, use the phone numbers listed 
with each event. For out-of-state 
callers, the area code is 702 
throughout Nevada. For hotels' toll­
free phone numbers, call 800-555-
1212. 

Events 
(Continued from page 22) 

UNR Concert, 26, 8pm, Nightingale Hall, 784·6847 
Western States Apprentice Championships, 
27·28, golf event, Wildcreek Golf Course, 673·3100 
Northern Nevada Bands Festival , 28·29, junior 
and senior high school bands compete, concert , 
free, Pioneer Theater, 784·6847 
UNR v. Fresno State, 28·29, baseball, Moana 
Stadium, 784·4600 
Team Roping, 28·30, Reno Livestock/Events 
Center, 827·7600 
4-H County Fair, 29·30, Reno Livestock/Events 
Center, 784·4848 
"Candida," 30, performed by the Guthrie Theater, 
Pioneer Theater, 784·4444 
Cinco de Mayo Celebration, 5/2, 10am parade, 
chili cook-off, dinner, dance, Virginia City, 847·0500 

MARCH 24 
CHOCOLATES & 
CHAMPAGNE 
Indulge in a completely chocolate dream 
at Bally's Grand Ballroom in Reno on 
March 24. During Fantasies in 
Chocolate, a benefit for the Lend-A­
Hand Foundation, you can sip 
champagne while strolling by tables 
ladden with chocolate pastries, candies, 
cakes, liqueurs, and other sinful 
delights. The chocolate-tasting is from 7 
to 10 p.m; evening wear is suggested. 

On your trip to or from California, Utah 
or Colorado come by way of Ely.Savor th e 
real west and s tep back into tim e as you 
explore the "Best Preserved " shortline in 
North America. Visit the Railroad Museum 
of the Nevada North ern Railway and exper­
ience the wonderful sight , sound and smell 
of a real oldtime steam railroad. Relive the 
early days of a western mining camp and 
ride the legendary Nevada Northern behind 
No. 40, a handsome Baldwin ten-wheeler 
dating from 1910. 

The "Ghost Train" of old Ely will make five runs on only 
the following dates in 1987: 

Museum tours offered daily May 18 thru 
October 4. Exhibits include general office 
and depot from 1907, roundhouse, machine 
and blacksmith shops and historic rolling 
s tock of steam, diesel and electric locomo­
tives, passenger and freight car s and anti· 
que work equipment. May 23-24-25, July 4-5, Aug. 1-2, Sept. 5-6-7 and 26-27 

Call or write for in formative flye r and train reservations. All groups accommodated by advance arrangement. 
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MARCH 
CHARIOT RACERS TEAM UP 
The sport of kings becomes the pastime of ranchers and cowboys when snow blankets Ely, Elko, 
and Wells. The weekend chariot races are great social occasions and a chance for the horses to get 
some good winter exercise. Fans can check out the action at the Bristlecone Chariot Races on 
March 7-8 at Ely 's White Pine County Fairgrounds. The World Championship Chariot and Cutter 
Races follow on March 21-22 and 27-29 at the Elko County Fairgrounds. 

Events 
Covered Wagon Territory 

March 
Hunter's Pistol Silhouette, I , French Ford Gun 
Club, rifle range, Winnemucca, 623-4117 
Chamber of Commerce Spring Show, 7-8, area 
merchants display and sell merchandise, free , Elko 
Convention Center, 738-4091 
Elko County Science Fair, 10·14, Elko 
Convention Center, 738-4091 
St. Pat's Fair, 14, food , games, fairgrounds, 
Winnemucca, 623-2225 
Rifle Silhouette, 15, 8am, French Ford Gun Club, 
Winnemucca, 623-4117 
First Annual Ag Fair, 19·21, a forum for all phases 
of agriculture including exhibits, demonstrations, and 
seminars, open to public, free , Elko Convention 
Center, 738-4091 
World Championship Charlot and Cutter 
Races, 21 -22 and 27-29, fairgrounds, Elko, 738-
7157 

Photo: Lew Griswold 

April 
Elko General Hospital Fun-A-Roo, 3, games 
and contests for children, hospital auxiliary fundraiser, 
Elko Convention Center, 738-4091 
Hunter Pistol Silhouette Match, 5 and 26, 8am, 
French Ford Gun Club, Winnemucca, 623·4117 
Rifle Match, 12, 8am, French Ford Gun Club, 
Winnemucca, 623-4117 
Good Friday Service, 17 Elko Convention 
Center, 738-4091 

Coming Events 
Spring Horse Show, 5/3, Winnemucca, 623·5071 
Pony Express Race, 5/9 , Wells, 752·3540 
Pentecostal Festa, 5/30-31 , Lovelock, 273-2566 
Basque Festival, 6/6-7, Winnemucca, 623-2780 

Pony Express Territory 

March 
Art Exhibit, 1·4130, paintings by Esteban Valle, The 
Office Gallery, Fallon, 423·6078 
Ducks Unlimited Dinner, 6, raffle, auction, men 
only, Elks Lodge, Ely, 289·8886 

Spring Fling, 6-7, square dance, Ely, 289·6656 
Bristlecone Chariot Races, 7-8, fairgrounds, Ely, 
289-8877 
"Klondike Kalamity," 13-14 and 20-21 , Elks 
melodrama, Elks Hall , Ely, 289·8877 
Nevada State Championship Bed Races, 14, 
fundraiser for Special Olympics, 11 am bed assembly, 
noon judging, 1 pm racing, 5pm pit-barbecue and teen· 
age dance at National Guard Armory, 8pm adult dance, 
Churchill County Fairgrounds, Fallon, 423-2544 or 423· 
3104 
Moonlight Ski Tour, 14, cross·country creek-side 
ski trip, bring your own equipment, warm clothes, 
flashlight, snack, and hot drinks, 7pm, Cave Lake State 
Park, Ely, 885·4379 
St. Patrick's Day Celebration, 14-15, parade, 
corned beef and cabbage feed , dance, hairiest legs 
contest, women's left· handed nail driving contest , 
boot throwing, and dog races, Main Street, Austin, 964-
2627 or 964-2200 
Hidden Cave Tours, 14 and 28, meet 9:30am, 
County Museum, Fallon, 882·1631 or 423-3677 
Slide Show on Jesse T. Reno, 15, narrated by 
William McConnell , Hazen Bar, on U.S. 50-A, Hazen, 
867-3066 
Ducks Unlimited Dinner, 21 , raffle, auction, men 
only, Hotel Nevada, 635-5321 or635-2453 

April 
Hidden Cave Tours, 11 and 25, meet 9:30am, 
County Museum, Fallon, 882-1 631 or 423-3677 
Austin VFD Easter Egg Hunt, 19, prizes for 
children 12 and under, 10am, Rodeo Grounds, Austin, 
964-2440 

Coming Events 
Eureka High School Rodeo, 5/23·24, 237-5361 
Fallon's Wild Bunch Stampede, 5/23-25, 423-
6006 
Railfair, 5/23·25, Ely, 289-2085 
Centennial Photo Contest, 7/1, Ely, 289-2900 
White Pine Basque Festival, 7/18-19, Ely, 289-
4095 

Pioneer Territory 

March 
Ichthyosaur Fossil Shelter Tours, indf., lOam 
and 2pm Fri.-Mon., Berlin-Ichthyosaur State Park, 23 
miles east of Gabbs, 867·3001 
EI Capitan Cutthroat Derby, thru 4125, 
Hawthorne, 945-3321 
SI Zentner Orchestra Concert, 15, free , open to 
public, high school , Panaca, 739-9369 
AACTIFEST 87, 27-29, hour-long plays, statewide 
competition to select a winner to represent Nevada in 
the regional one-act play festival this April in Phoenix, 
Convention Center, Tonopah, 882-5763 

April 
Junior Ranger Program, 4, 11 , and 15, for 
children, 10am, Cathedral Gorge State Park, Panaca, 
728·4467 
Cemetery Walk, 12, old mining camp of Bullionville, 
Cathedral Gorge State Park, Panaca, 728-4467 
Russ Martino Concert, 13, 1 :45pm concert at 
Tonopah High School, 8:30pm dance at Tonopah 
Convention Center, free , open to public, 739-9369 

Coming Events 
Armed Forces Days, 5/13-17, Hawthorne, 945-
5896 
Jim Butler Days, 5/28-31 , Tonopah, 482-3859 

Reminder: To confirm times, use phone 
numbers listed with events_ The area code Is 
702 throughout Nevada, and for hotels' toll­
free phone numbers, call800-5S5-1212_ 
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Rural Calendar 

Outings 

New Life for Goldfield Hotel 
In 1908 it was the state's largest city with a 

population of more than 20,000, but Goldfield 
at one time was nearly a ghost town. Now the 
town's population is 550, and the ongoing 
restoration of the historic Goldfield Hotel is 
bringing the town some new excitement. 

San Francisco real estate developer Lester 
O'Shea is spending $4 million to restore the 
hotel to its former grandeur. Built in 1908, the 
hotel was a monument to easy money and high 
living, reflecting Goldfield's stature after gold 
was discovered at nearby Columbia Mountain. 
The hotel had one of the first electric elevators 
west of the Mississippi, gold leaf ceilings in the 
lobby and bar, imported Italian marble, and 

telephones in all 154 rooms at a time when Las 
Vegas was advertised as "The Gateway to 
Goldfield, Nevada." 

Target opening date is in the spring of 1988. 
Tours are available on a limited basis during 
construction through the Goldfield Historical 
Society. Visitors are urged to call ahead for 
information at 702-485-9957 

Peaceful Detours 
Here's how to spend a relaxing weekend on 

1-80. You start by visiting Lovelock, about 90 
miles northeast of Reno. Lovelock can best be 
seen on a walking tour, stopping at the town's 
unusual round courthouse and the old-time 
railroad district. About 25 miles further is Rye 
Patch Reservoir, where you can fish for walleye 
and bass from shore or boat. There's also 
fishing below the dam in the Humboldt River. 
This is a good place to camp out for the night if a 

You've got more to lose 
than insurance can 
cover. 

Even the best 
insurance can't 
replace your 
irreplaceables 
after a fire, 
theft, or national 
catastrophe. 
Seeing the 
loss of precious 
heirlooms, fine jewelry or col1ectibles, or essential business 
records can be like seeing your life turn to ashes. 

Now you can protect what's precious in maximum-security 
storage at The Vault in Reno. The Vault protects your valuables 
with a modem, ful1y computerized electronic security system, 
plus 24-hour armed guards. AI1 storage units in The Vault are 
concrete and steel reinforced. The structure has been built to 
exceed the security specifications of private vaults. Choose from 
variously sized spaces to contain anything that's too valuable to risk: 
family records and photos; fine arts; coin, stamp, or gun col1ec­
tions; deeds and contracts; musical instruments; gems and precious 
metals. Special temperature and humidity-control1ed spaces 
assure utmost protection for heat or moisture sensitive objects. 

You could be lucky enough to save your life in a disaster. But 
you could lose the valuables it took a lifetime to col1ect. Don't 
risk it. Cal1 The Vault today. 

5050B Meadowood Mall Circle, Reno. 7021785·8408 • Affiliated with First Federal Savings of evada 
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yearning for clean air and star-lit skies hits you_ 
Or, if you feel like doing more exploring, see 
Unionville on State Route 400, off 1-80. It's off 
the beaten track, but the area offers nice hikes 
in tree-shaded Buena Vista Canyon and the 
restful Old Pioneer Garden bed and breakfast. 

New Map: The Price is Right 
For an accurate guide to Nevada's roads and 

towns, the Department of Transportation has 
come out with a new state highway map. The 
cover shows Wheeler Peak, representing the 
new Great Basin National Park. In addition to 
showing important highways, the map includes 
updated information on the park and other new 
attractions. The map is free and may be 
obtained by writing the Nevada Commission on 
Tourism, Capitol Complex, Carson City, NV. 
89710, or it can be picked up at chambers of 
commerce and visitor centers. 

Museums 
There are a variety of museums in the rural 
areas, and admission to most is free. Phone 
ahead for special exhibition dates and info. 

Covered Wagon Territory 
Northeastern Nevada Museum, 9-5 
Mon.-Sat., 1-5 Sun., 1515 Idaho St. , Elko, 738-
3418 

Pony Express Territory 
Churchill County Museum and Hidden 
Cave, 10-4 Mon.-Wed. and Fri.-Sat., 12-4 
Sun., 1050 S. Maine St. , Fallon, 423-3677. 
Regarding Hidden Cave tours call Carson City 
BLM, 882-1 631 
Lyon County Museum, 1-4 Sat.-Sun., 215 
S. Main St. , Yerington 
Nevada Northern Railway Museum, 
8:30-5 daily, May 18-Oct. 4, Ely, 289-2085 
Eureka Sentinel Museum, noon-5pm 
Mon.-Fri ., 10-3 Sat.-Sun., May 23-Sept. 7 
White Pine Public Museum, 9-4 Mon.­
Fri., 10-3 Sat., 2000 Aultman St. , Ely, 289-
4710 

Pioneer Territory 
Central Nevada Museum, 12-5 Tues.­
Sat., May-Sept., Logan Field Road, Tonopah, 
482-9676 
Lincoln County Museum, 9-5 Mon.-Sat., 
10-5 Sun. (closes from 12:30-1 :30 for lunch), 
Main St. , Pioche, 962-5207 
Minerai County Museum, 2-4:30 Mon.­
Fri. , Hawthorne, 945-3185 
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MARCH 14 
FALLON'S BED 
RACES 
The Nevada State Championship Bed Races, a 
Fallon Optimist Club benefit for Special 
Olympics, is scheduled for March 14 at the 
Churchill County Fairgrounds. Decorated beds 
go on display at 11 a.m., with judging to follow 
and racing at 1 p.m. Wacky events include a 100-
yard dash, a half-mile marathon, and a mud bog 
race. A barbecue and dance for teens and 
adults also will take place. Groups wishing to 
compete should contact the Churchill County 
Chamber of Commerce, 702-423-2544, or 
Terry Kendrick, 702-423-3104. 

LAS VEGAS 

It's back! The country's greatest collection of 
antique American firearms and western 
memorabilia together again and on display 
on Harolds Club's third floor. 

And best of all, you can stroll through 
this fascinating display of the American west 
any day of the week. 

Rural Calendar 

TOURS 
C"ocoltlt~ Ftldory • 2~ Ac Cactus G",d_ 

Visitors Cmt8' 
Enioytlbk for lite entin f-uly, our tOfU incIuda II 

COmplimelfLlIIY l4ste in lite chocoltlU shoppe. 'AM-SPM, 1 Days 
(102) 458-lJlJU MtIiJ Ordn Chocoltztes J(IlIJO) 0U5IU 

RENO LAKE TAHOE 

Harolds Antique Gun Collection and Western 
Museum Experience it! 

BARDLDS CLUB REND 
Antique Gun Collection 

& Western Museum 
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Showguide 

Covered Wagon Territory 
Elko: Commercial Hotel, 738-3181 ; Red lion, 738-
2111 ; Stockmen's Hotel, 738-5141 
Jackpot: Cactus Pete's, 755-2321 : Breeze, thru 3/1; 
Kristi Lyndell, 3/3-8 and 3/10-15; Horseshu, 755-
2331 
Wendover: Nevada Crossing, 664-4000: live 
entertainment Tues.-Sun.; Peppermill , 664-2255; 
Red Garter, 664-2111 ; Silver Smith, 664-2231 ; State 
line, 664-2221 

Pony Express Territory 
Battle Mountain : Owl Club, 635-5155 
Fallon: Fallon Nugget, 423-3111 
Yerington: Casino West, 463-2481 ; Dini's Lucky 
Club, 463-2868: live entertainment weekends 
Winnemucca: Winners Hotel-Casino, 623-2511 

Pioneer Territory 
Contemporary country music fills the showroom Pahrump: Saddle West Casino, 727-5953 
when Kristi Lyndell and her five-piece band Tonopah : Station House, 482-9777 
play at Cactus Pete's in Jackpot. March 3-8. 

MARCH 19-21 
ELKO AG FAIR 
Everything from beef to bees will be 
discussed as the agricultural world 
convenes at the first annual Ag Fair on 
March 19-21 at the Elko Convention 
Center. Admission is free to exhibits, 
demonstrations. and seminars. 

• 

MARCH 27-29 
QUICK ACTS 
Theater groups from around the state will 
compete in a showing of one-act plays 
March 27-29 at the Tonopah Convention 
Center. The winning troupe in the 
seventh annual competition will go to the 
regionals in Phoenix this April 

1200 Luxurious Rooms on the Colorado River 

$27 ~~~~ay Thursday 
Rooms available, 

if not we'll place you_ 

ONE OR TWO PERSONS Suites, Holidays & Weekends- higher 

For Room R eservations Call: 

TOLL FREE 1-800-257-0300 
or Dial Direct 702-298-2453 
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ELY 

SmaUTown 
Friendliness 

Great 
Meetings 

For More Information write or call: 
8risdecone Convention Center 

P.O. Box 958 
Ely. Nevada 89301 

(702) 289-3720 

CARSON CITY 

• Friendly 
• Historic 
Carson City 
Chamber of Commerce A' 
702/~1666 #: 

.J.~mlft1lln1~ 



RUTH/ELY 

WASSUK COLLEGE 

Study: 
Business 

Liberal Arts 
Natural History 

in a small, 
personal atmosphere. 

P.O. Box 531 
Ruth, Nevada 89319 
702/289-2168 

Minds 
to match our mountains 

CARSON CITY 

Continue Being A Winner! 
Solid Real Estate Growth And 
Investments 

Stuart Land 
Company 
Builders and Developers 
829 East William Street (Hwy. 50) 
Carson City, NV. 89701 

WINNEMUCCA 

Get 
Together In 
Winnemueea 

Winnemucca Convention & 
Visitors Bureau 

50 Winnemucca Blvd ., West 
Winnemucca, NV. 89445 

(702) 623·5071 

ELKO 

Where Big-Name Entertainment 
Started In Nevada. 
• Great entertainment nightly 
• Home of White King, the famous 

polar bear 
• Home of famous western gunfighter 

portraits 
• Coffee Shop open 24 hours daily 
• Outstanding food with daily specials 
• $25,000 Keno - Paycheck drawings 
• Room rates from $22.00-28.00 + tax. 

Located on Elko's Magic Corner 
Elko, Nevada 
702/738·3181 

Travel 

ALPINE COUNTY 

Ii! fjfIJ. ~fpA s~~ Winter 
fun abounds in 

(} Alpine County. Ski, 
sled, snowmobile, snowshoe 

or enjoy a soak at Grover Hot Springs. 
For accommodations, resort infor­
mation or directions, call or write 

M ALPINE COUNTY 
,[,;, .. 1:: ... CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
P.O. Box 265, Markleeville, CA 96120 
916·694·2475 

TONOPAH 

Located midway between Las 
Vegas and Reno in the 
historic mining camp of 

Tonopah . The Station House 
is your modern , full service, 

24 hr Nevada resort featuring 
complete luxury 

accommodations at 
reasonable prices. Liberal 

slots, 21 and craps . 
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Cosb • 
• 

Old riends, 
New Fans, 
the Same 
Magic 
America's most popular father figure reflects 
on Las Vegas, Reno, and the ties that bind. 

By Guy Richardson 

Black comic were different in 1964. For one thing, they weren't black 
comics. They were "colored" or "Negro" first, comics second- not necessarily 
by choice, but by pigeonhole. 

Bill Cosby and Bill Harrah changed that. Even before Cosby soared with 
his colorless role on I Spy, Harrah and his people believed that the bright 
young man with a 20-week contract at San Francisco's hungry i nightclub 
could draw white patrons in Nevada-not a state known for liberal views. 

So in June, 1964, Cosby opened for Andy Williams and the Osmond 
Brothers at Harrah's Tahoe. Cosby, as they say on the Variety beat, wowed 
'em with boffola yock-bringers. 

Or, as they say in cowboy bar from Ely to Pahrump, he done good. 
Bill Cosby wasn't a black comic, or Nevada comic, or any other label 

comic. Cosby is hard to label, easy to describe: When he talks, people laugh 
until they hurt. Nevada was one of the first mainstream places where Cosby 
worked his magic. 

While his TV career wavered through the years, Cosby's Nevada success 
hardly quivered. "Nevada means a couple of things to me," said Cosby. "It's 
been a state I made an awful lot of income from. Also, it represents a vacation 
that no other state could give. 

"For instance, I've worked the Las Vegas Hilton for as many as 28 straight 
days- but I'd get up about 11, and play tennis from 1 to 4 outdoors." And he 
and his family would commune with the desert. 

Well, the family communed. "I'm not the kind of guy that likes to go 
walking through the woods," said Cosby. "My wife loves it. One time, while 
I'm feet up at the duck pond, our kids went about 25 miles into the desert, 
brought back ALL these rocks which we had to have immediately analyzed to 
see if they'd found silver. 
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When Cosby's IV show hit three years 
ago, execs at first considered it an "urban" 

hit, saying that any show about a black 
family wasn't going to be 

big in the boonies. 

"They were sooo disappointed," he said 
with that rumbl ing Cosby chuckle, a har­
har toned to a subtle pitch. 

But seriously folks , and there is a 
serious side to Cosby: "Nevada is also a 
chance for the children to see Americans, 
to go from New York's heavy Jewish 
environment to what might be tenned 
'Pilgrim's Progress'-an area where black 
Americans really have small numbers in 
the community-to see rural , open 
spaces." 

To Cosby, Las Vegas feels much 
different from Nevada's north. "Las 
Vegas has a really big-city feel. And 
even though the kingpins hold the 
political powwows in the north end of the 
state, the southern end is much more 
political. " 

The network bosses at NBC think a 
lot of big cities. When Cosby's current 
TV show hit three years ago, it was 
considered an "urban" hit. Read that: Any 
show about a black family isn't going to 
be big in the boonies. 

The first ratings came in from the big 
cities. Big winner. He recalled, "Then 
they said , 'These numbers will get 
smaller because Cosby is an urban 
person.'" 

Pause. Stare. 
"I knew what they meant, but little do 

they know that I do better in places like 
North Dakota and Utah than in Carnegie 
Hall." The rural ratings also soared. "So 
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The first ratings came in from the big 
cities. Big winner He recalled, "Then 

they said, These numbers will get 
smaller because Cosby is 

an urban person. '" 

that was my little smile, because they 
really didn't know." 

During his quarter-century of 
perfonning, Cosby saw changes in the 
country's nightclub , a venue he says no 
longer exists outside Nevada. "I watched 
this entire business change. I used to 
work the hungry i 12 week a year, and 
clubs in Dallas, New York, Los Angeles, 
and those place no longer ex ist. 

"After them came what I call 'The Bill 
Graham Period, when you had rock bands 
moving from warehouses to coliseums to 
the ballpark. 

"Now today's headliners are so out of 
it in tenns of price you would have to 
come up with a million dollars a week to 
get a Lionel Richie or a Kenny Rogers 
off the road." 

Through it all, Cosby headlined 
Nevada showrooms. Only one period of 
Nevada's history was tough for Cosby: 
"When the Hilton chain closed 
showrooms, and Las Vega decided to go 
with revues. I worked there, but the place 
did not look like Las Vegas. 

"People looked like they came to see 
what Las Vegas was about, and get a 
hotel room for $39.95-for three 
nights-but not like they came to gamble 
and be a little naughty." 

The problem started , Cosby believes, 
when Howard Hughes bought casinos like 
they were going out of style and then did 
his best to make sure they DID go out of 

"Little do they know that I do better in 
places like North Dakota and Utah than in 

Carnegie Hall." The rural ratings also 
soared. "So that was my little smile, 

because they really didn't know. " 

style. Small things. "They stopped giv­
ing away cigarettes ," said Cosby. "They 
stopped giving away free drinks unless 
you gambled a certain amount. " 

And big things. "The hotels took the 
philosophy that everything must make a 
profit-each division must pay for itself. 
That's when people started going for the 
$39.95 rooms. 1 always believed Bill 
Harrah's philosophy- make the customer 
feel good, give him some things, and 
then see if he'd like to gamble a little." 

There was a Harrah's policy Cosby ap­
preciated on a personal level back when 
the Cosby name didn't lead NBC's win­
ners. "If 1 had a slow night for res­
ervations, but played to a packed house, 1 
knew what was going on. It was Harrah's 
invitees, and Harrah's employees." 

Cosby knows the Nevada ropes. He 
also knows Nevada acts. He'll drop into a 
lounge to see the Treniers, or play drums 
with the Checkmates. That leads us to a 
Cosby observation about the rest of the 
country vis-a-vis Nevada: "One of the 
cheap shots out-of-state reviewers take at 
an act they don't care for is to call it 'a 
Las Vegas act. 

"I remember a reviewer in New York 
saying 'Joe Williams came on with his 
Las Vegas act. Joe Williams hardly ever 
works Las Vegas, and obviously these 
reviewers haven't seen a real Las Vegas 
act for 25 years. A bad act is NOT a Las 
Vegas act." 

Las Vegas News Bureau photos 



Nevada casino magnate Bill Harrah took a 
gamble on an up-and-coming black 
comedian named Bill Cosby back in 

1964. As luck would have it, both men 
shared the winnings and a long friendship. 

To Cosby, the Nevada show business 
scene means old friends, new audiences 
("they're putting on suits again"), a 
source of income, a source of peace, and 
an education. 

Education? Doctor of Education 
(University of Massachusetts) Cosby? 
"I've learned a lot about business here, 
how to handle money, how to say 
goodbye to people when they no longer 
required my services- and how to say 
hello when they need me again ." 

Right now he is saying hello again to 
the Las Vegas Hilton, where he began 
performing in the late '60s. Three year 
ago, after the Hilton switched to 
production shows, he moved to Caesars 
Palace, but now he's back in the Hilton's 
huge, 1,600- eat showroom. 

One place he never said goodbye to is 
Harrah's. Cosby, who is known as a 
shrewd businessman, has admitted, "He 
was always able to get me for a dime," 
referring to the fine treatment he received 
from Bill Harrah. For instance, Harrah 
lent Cosby a Ferrari to use on his first 
gig 23 years ago. Such touches of faith 
and friendship still eem to be important, 
although one gesture may be no longer 
needed: It's been a long time since they 
had to pad the guest list to give Bill 
Cosby a full house. 

Guy Richardson is a columnist and 
reporter for the Reno Gazette-Journal. 
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Photography 

How 
To 

Photograph 
Wildlife 

They are unpredictable subjects, 
but with animals and birds you 

don't have to wing it completely 
Here are some ways to have 

a great time with your camera 
outdoors while trying for 

that perfect shot. 

By Tony Diebold 

The alarm brought me out of my 
dreams and into the blackness of my 
camper shell. Four o'clock in the morn­
ing! My lower back ached as I reached for 
my small coffee pot. The day before I had 
banged along 30 miles of boulder-strewn 
roads to the top of this mountain. Then I 
bad packed nearly 40 pounds of camera 
equipment another half mile up a steep 
trail. 

Here at 7,000 feet ] built a blind. 
First] dug a pit big enough for me and 
the camera gear. Next I surrounded the 
pit wi.th sagebrush, leaving a small open­
ing overlooking a spring where] hoped to 
get some shots of an animal I had seen in 
the area- a monster antelope with horns 
of gigantic proportions. 

It was still dark when I arrived at the 
blind, and with my flashlight I made sure 
that there weren't any undesirable var­
mints waiting for me inside. Snakes and 
scorpions don't bother me much, but I 
don't like sharing small spaces with 
them. 

I made myself as comfortable as 
possible and used the remaining pre-dawn 
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"Knowing your subjects' habits is important. This carrion 
character's habit of warming his wings in the morning sun enabled 

me to get this shot with my big 600mm lens. Each spring aflock 
of vultures visits the same group of trees south of Gerlach. " 

hour to check my equipment. In two pre­
vious trips I had tried and failed to get the 
kind of shots ] hoped to get of thi s 
antelope. ] did on those trips get great 
shots of some other antelope, wild 
horses, sage hen, deer, and coyotes as 
well as some scenics, which made the 
trips at least partially successful. 

That was one of the first lessons I 
learned when ] began photographing 
wildlife seriously 10 years ago-no 
matter how much you plan in advance, 
luck plays a large role. So does persist­
ence. The patient and well -prepared pho­
tographer not only may get the shot he 
wants, but he also will be ready for the 
unexpected opportunity. Imagine sudden­
ly seeing a mountain lion perched in a 
tree- and then discovering that you forgot 
to put a new roll of film in the camera. 
Or you get fooled by the backlighting and 
use the wrong f-stop. Chances are you'll 
be ready for such a rare shot the next 
time. 

Still , planning can payoff with crisp, 
candid portraits. Of course, you have to 
meet the animals on their ground, in their 

environment, and seek out the places they 
frequent. Watering holes are excellent in 
this way. All animals must come to 
water, so springs and rock tanks that fill 
up with rainwater are ideal locations to 
wait. 

There is an art to hiding, but the 
shelter or blind doesn't have to be a big 
production. With a little rearrangement, 
rock formations and brush can do nicely. 
] al so use a portable blind made of plastic 
pipe and camouflage netting. When it's 
set up, I am completely hidden and can 
shoot through holes in the sides. When 
broken down, it's easy to pack and carry. 
I have found my truck makes a sur­
prisingly good blind. Many animals are 
not afraid of vehicles. As long as you 
stay inside and keep quiet, your subjects 
will pay little attention to you. Just 
remember to keep the windows rolled 
down so you'll have a clear shot. 

I also stalk the animals. The key is to 
move slowly and quietly and keep your 
camera preset by constantly checking 
your light meter and making sure your 
lens aperture is adjusted accordingly. I 



try to antIcIpate where the subject will 
appear, such as around a rock or shrub, 
and focus my camera on that location. 

Since there are feathered and furry 
varmints everywhere, it is not necessary 
to take an extended safari to get good 
wildlife photos. During hunting season, 
many of the ducks eating bread out of 
people's hands at Reno's Virginia Lake 
were shot at the day before at Stillwater 
Marshes near Fallon, 60 miles to the 
east. Likewise, waterfowl used to dodging 
bullets at Lake Mead's upper end near 
Overton can relax more at Tule Springs at 
Floyd Lamb State Park north of Las 
Vegas. You can stalk these creatures at 
the easier location, and, unless the 
background is strange, the ducks and 
geese will look just as natural and 
untamed. 

In my opinion, fall and winter are the 
best seasons to take wildlife pictures. 
Cool , stormy weather at this time of year 
makes for clear, snappy shots while the 
low angle of the sun provides better 
lighting than the high sun of summer. 
Heavy snows bring deer and antelope to 

"Keeping a camera with you at all 
times can be rewarding. / came 

upon this bobcat caught in a trap 
setfor a sheep-killing coyote. 

Although / was on horseback, / 
had taken the trouble to pack my 
camera. The effort paid off with 
this shot / took before releasing 

the cat." 

"/ often get bonus photos while 
looking for other animals. / came 

upon this prickly non-target 
varmint while trying to 

get a portrait of a deer in the 
Buffalo Hills." 
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"Animals approaching watering holes keep a shQlP eye out for 
predators. This female antelope waited and watched for a long time 

before bringing her little ones infor a drink. A good blind 
concealed me long enough to take this shot with a 

300mm lens at about 50 feet." 

"While in Las Vegas taking bighorn sheep photos, I drove up on 
this coyote looking for breakfast near Lake Mead. I stopped my 
truck and sat very still. After afew watchful minutes, the coyote 

went back to his hunting. Again using my truck as a blind, 
I made this shot with a 300mm lens." 

the valley floors, and ducks and geese are 
here in great flocks from the north. 
Many hungry animals and birds can be 
baited with food in winter. 

Good camera equipment helps. It is 
possible to spend vast amounts of money 
on camera gear; I have one lens that cost 
$3,000. But for the amateur photographer 
there are many low-cost 35-millimeter 
cameras and lenses that will get you set 
up for less than $400. Besides being the 
most common kind of camera, a 35 
millimeter is the best all-around for 
wildlife. It i small, lightweight, and 
easy to adju t as outdoor conditions 
change. The two basic lenses I use are a 
telephoto and a wide angle. An 80-200 
millimeter telephoto lens is a good 
investment for general shooting. With a 
35-70 wide-angle for shooting scenic or 
close shots, you have just about every 
situation covered with only two lenses. 
The telephoto will be on your camera 
most of the time. A great photographer 
and friend of mine, Linda Dufurrena, 

"I took this shot when I was 
helping a rancher friend feed cows 

in the Gerlach desert. Every 
morning there would be a number 
of rabbits in the way. Using the 
hay truck for my blind, this shot 

was really quite easy." 

seems to have welded an 80-200 zoom on 
her battered Nikon, which shows that you 
don't need a whole bag of lenses, at least 
in her case, to be one of the most­
publi hed photographers in the state. 

The majority of my great wildlife 
photographs have been taken when my 
camera was on a tripod, and most of my 
good shot would have been great if I had 
used a tripod. The subject matter, 
lighting, and photo sharpness all have 
equal billing in a great picture. To 
achieve that sharpness you need a tripod 
or other camera support. 



In composing the shot, pay attention 
to the background. What you see is what 
you get. Unfortunately, sometimes un­
wanted background objects can ruin a 
good shot. One of the best shots I ever 
took was ruined by some power lines that 
turned up in the background. I was 
concentrating so much on the subject, a 
family of kit foxes, that I failed to see the 
wires, and I could have composed the shot 
easily without them. So remember, the 
background can make a photo. A shot of 
a hawk on a fence post is nice, but add a 
snow-covered mountain in the background 
and it becomes a great shot. 

Film today is available for a wide 
variety of lighting conditions, both for 
prints and slides. I shoot slide film 
almost exclusively, mainly because that 
is what magazines want. Slides also are a 
lot more economical than print fi lm. 
However, many photographers use print 
film because they keep albums or want to 
make lots of large, framable prints. But 
whatever kind of film you use, don't 
skimp. Film is cheap compared to a 
good photo, so shoot lots and then shoot 
some more. 

That's what I was ready to do, hidden 
behind my natural blind at 7,000 feet 
waiting for the monster antelope. It had 
been three hours since the sun had come 
up out of the Black Rock Desert. Soon it 
would be too high for what I call the 
"magic hours" when the light is low. I 
heard hooves clicking on rocks, and a 
bunch of wild horses came into view. 
They began to drink at the spring. I took 
some shots of the horses while trying to 
put my disappointment aside. Hell, I 
could get wild horse shots anywhere. 

I started to put my cameras away when 
the big stud in the bunch snapped his 
head around and pointed his ears up the 
mountain. The adrenaline started flowing 
as I turned on the Nikon's motor drive and 
looked up the trail. I was poised. I was 
ready. I was all set to snap the monster 
antelope as planned. 

Then my subject rounded the corner 
and froze in his tracks. Ears twitching, 
eyes wide, the cottontail rabbit stood on 
his haunches, looking at the horses. Then 
I watched him hop off into a cluster of 
rocks, leaving me laughing and in a 
slightly better mood. It looked like the 
monster antelope would have to wait till 
next time. 

Tony Diebold of Gerlach is a widely­
published photographer whose wildlife 
photographs have appeared in National 
Geographic Books, the Great Basin series 
of the University of Nevada Press. Nevada 
Magazine . and many other publications. 
Wildlife prints are available by writing 
him at Box 10. Gerlach. NV 89412. 
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Yesterday 

The Quotable 
Mar:KTwain 

The one-time Comstock reporter's observations about 
Nevada Territory still ring irreverent, hilarious, 

and often true. 

By Patrick Burke 

One of the most memorable comments 
about early-day Nevadans came from a 
man who knew the characters he was 
talking about. "The lawyer, the editor, 
the banker, the chief desperado, the chief 
gambler, and the saloon-keeper occupied 
the same level in society, and it was the 
highest," wrote Mark Twain. "To be a 
saloon-keeper and kill a man was to be 
illustrious. " 

Although Twain probably exaggerated 
here and there when describing his three 
years in silver country, he did have a front­
row view of the region's strange seasonal 
and social climates. In 1861 Sam 
Clemens had arrived in Carson City with 
his brother, Orion, who had been 
appointed territorial secretary under 
Governor James Nye. Sam, then in his 
mid-20s, explored the countryside, 

camped at Lake Tahoe, prospected at 
Aurora and Unionville, and generally tried 
to avoid the prospect of being an 
unemployed resident of the capital. 

After a year he joined the Territorial 
Enterprise in Virginia City as a reporter. 
A few months later he began using the 
name Mark Twain. 

As he would memorialize forever the 
world of Huck Finn and Tom Sawyer, so 
he left us wonderful observations about 
Nevada's early days. In his letters home 
to Missouri and in works like Roughing 
It, Twain described such things as 
Washoe Zephyrs, Lake Tahoe, rivers, 
sagebrush, coyotes, "jackass rabbits," and 
other features of a place he called, in a 
borrowed phrase, "the damnedest country 
under the sun." Here are some of those 
glimpses of Nevada as Twain saw it. 

" 
Writing about his first day in Carson 

City, Twain described the daily Washoe 
Zephyr, a fixture of spring afternoons: "A 
soaring dust-drift about the size of the 
United States set up edgewise came with 
it, and the capital of Nevada Territory 
disappeared from view. Still, there were 
sights to be seen which were not wholly 
uninteresting to newcomers; for the vast 
dust-cloud was thickly freckled with 
things strange to the upper air-things 
living and dead, that flitted hither and 
thither, going and coming, appearing and 
disappearing among the rolling billows of 
dust-hats, chickens, and parasols sailing 
in the remote heavens; blankets, tin 
signs, sage-brush, and shingles a shad 
lower; door-mats and buffalo-robes lower 
still; shovels and coal-scuttles on the next 
grade; glass doors, cats, and little children 
on the next; disrupted lumber yards, light 
buggies, and wheelbarrows on the next; 
and down only thirty or forty feet above 
the ground was a scurrying storm of 
emigrating roofs and vacant lots. 

"It was something to see that much. I 
could have seen more, if I could have kept 
the dust out of my eyes." 

" 
"The coyote," he wrote, "is a long, 

slim, sick and sorry-looking skeleton, 
with a gray wolf-skin stretched over it, a 
tolerably bushy tail that forever sags 
down with a despairing expression of 
forsaken ness and misery, a furtive and 
evil eye, and a long, sharp face, with 
slightly lifted lip and exposed teeth. He 
has a general slinking expression all over. 
The coyote is a living, breathing allegory 
of Want. He is always hungry. He is 
always poor, out of luck and friendles . 
The meanest creatures despise him, and 
even the fleas would desert him for a 
velocipede 

"We soon learned to recognize the 
sharp, vicious bark of the coyote as it 
came across the murky plain at night to 
disturb our dreams among the mail-sacks; 
and remembering his forlorn aspect and 
his hard fortune, made shift to wish him 
the blessed novelty of a long day's good 
luck and a limitless larder the morrow." 

" 
Nevada's state flower, the sagebrush, 

said Twain, is "the fag-end of vegetable 
creation." In a letter to his mother soon 
after arriving in Nevada, he added, "If you 
will take a lilliputian cedar tree for a 
model, and build a dozen imitations of it 
with the stiffest article of telegraph wire, 
set them one foot apart and then try to 
walk through them, you'll understand 
(provided the floor is covered 12 inches 
deep with sand) what it is to wander 
through a sage-brush desert. When 
crushed, sage-brush emits an odor which 
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isn't exactly magnolia and equally isn't 
polecat-but it is a sort of compromise 
between the two. It looks a great deal like 
greasewood, and is the ugliest plant that 
was ever conceived of." 

" 
Twain, the fonner Mississippi River 

pilot, also liked to poke fun at Nevada 
rivers. In one letter he described the 
Carson as "twenty yards wide, knee-deep, 
and so villainously rapid and crooked, that 
it looks like it had wandered into the 
country without intending it, and had run 
about in a bewildered way and got lost in 
its hurry to get out again before some 
thirsty man came along and drank it up." 

But Twain gave a fond description of 
Virginia City: "The mountainside was so 
steep that the entire town had a slant to it 
like a roof. Each street was a terrace, and 
from each to the next street below the 
descent was forty or fifty feet 

"From Virginia's airy situation one 
could look over a vast, far-reaching 
panorama of mountain ranges and deserts; 
and whether the day wa bright or 
overcast, whether the sun was ri sing or 
setting, or flaming in the zenith , or 
whether night and the moon held sway, 
the spectacle was always impress ive and 
beautiful. Over your head Mount 
Davidson lifted its gray dome, and before 
and below you a rugged canyon clove the 
battlemented hill , making a somber 
gateway through which a soft-tinted desert 
was glimpsed, with the silver thread of a 
river winding through it, bordered with 
trees which many miles of distance 
diminished to a delicate fringe; and still 
further away the snowy mountains rose 
up and stretched their long barrier to the 
filmy horizon-far enough beyond a lake 
that burned in the desert like a fallen sun , 
though that, itself, lay fifty miles 
removed. Look from your window where 
you would, there was fascination in the 
picture. At rare intervals-but very rare­
there were clouds in our skies, and then 
the setting sun would gild and flush and 
glorify this mighty expanse of scenery 
with a bewildering pomp of color that 
held the eye like a spell and moved the 
spirit like music." 

In a satirical description of Washoe, 
printed in the Golden Era in 1864, Twain 
said the landscape "looks something like 
a singed cat." 

" 
In a letter on Steamboat Hot Springs, 

between Reno and Carson City, Twain 
said "the devil boils the water, and the 
white steam puffs up out of crevises in 
the earth, along the summits of a series 
of low mounds extending in an irregular 
semicircle for more than a mile. The 

Even the sly coyote couldn't avoid Twain's generous observations. 

different mineral , each one of which 
smells viler than its fellow 

"You get up here about six o'clock in 
the morning and walk over to the 
bathhouse; you undress in an ante-room 
and take a cold hower-bath-or let it 
alone, if you choose; then you step into a 
sort of little dark closet floored with 
wooden grating, up through which come 
puff and volumes of the hottest steam 
you ever perfonned to (because the 
awkwardest of us feel a hankering to waltz 
a little under such circumstances, you 
know) I had company always, and it 
was the pleasantest thing in the world to 
see a thin-skinned invalid cavorting around 
in the vapory obscurity, marveling at the 

rivers of sweat that coursed down his 
body, cursing the villainous smell of the 
team and it bitter, salty taste- groping 

around meanwhile , for a cold comer, and 
backing finally into the hottest one, and 
darting out again in a econd, only 
remarking 'Outch!'-and repeating it 
when he sits down, and springs up the 
same moment off the hot bench." 

" 
In an article first printed in the New 

York Sunday MercUlY in February 1864, 
Twain had this Lo ay about Nevada 
jackrabbits: 

"We have an animal here whose 
surname is the 'jackass rabbit. It is three 
feet long, has legs like a counting-house 

water is impregnated with a dozen Steamboat Hot Springs near Reno was one of Twain's leastlavorite watering holes. 
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According to Twain, the Carson River was little more than a misguided creek. 

Twain described the state flower which is the sagebrush, as the fag end of creation. 

stool, ears of monstrous length, and no 
tail to speak of. It is swifter than a 
greyhound, and as meek and harmless as 
an infant. I might mention, also, that it 
is as handsome as most infants: however, 
it would be foreign to the subject, and I 
do not know that a remark of that kind 
would be popular in all circles." 

In the same article, Twain penned a 
mock ad offering all state officials for sale 
or rent: 

"One Governor, entirely new. Attended 
Sunday-school in hi s youth and still 
remembers it. Never drinks. In other 
respects, however, his habits are good. 
As Commander-in-Chief of the Militia, 
he would be an ornament. Most 
governors are .... 

"One Lieutenant-Governor-also new. 
He has other merits, of minor im­
portance, besides. No objection to going 
into the country or elsewhere. 

"One Secretary of State [his brother, 
Orion] . An old, experienced hand at the 
business. Has edited a newspaper, and has 
been Secretary and Govenor of Nevada 
Territory-consequently, is capable; and 
also consequently , will bear watching; is 
not bigoted- has no particular set of 
religious principles-or any other kind .... 

"One small treasurer (second hand). 
Will make a good officer. Was Treasurer 
once before, in (the) States. Took excel­
lent care of the funds-has them yet 

"Also, a large and well-selected 
assortment of State Legislators, Supreme 
Judges, Comptrollers, and such gim­
cracks, handy to have about a State 
Government, all of which are for sale or 
rent on the mildest possible terms, as, 
under present circumstances, they are of 
no earthly use to the subscriber. 

"For further particulars, address Mark 
Twain. Carson, N.T " 

" 
Overcast, drizzly weather inspired 

Twain to write this report in the 
Enterprise: 

"The weather still continues cloudy, 
misty and rainy. The clouds wrap 
themselves lovingly about the 
neighboring mountain peaks even at 
noonday, while as the shades of the 
evening approach they descend to similar 
liberties with all the little hill s in the 
country, lingering fondly over them till 
shamed by the glaring eye of old Sol to a 
reluctant retreat to the more staid and 
elevated society of the hoary-headed 
granite peaks. Though some folks may 
not like this sort of weather, it is 
admitted by all to be much bullyer for the 
country than what dry weather is-as for 
us, give us rain or give us lager beer!" 

Patrick Burke is a Mark Twain buff and 
occasional Nevada history writer Virginia City held a special place in Twain's heart. 
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In Nevada, there are as 
many stunning, colorful shows 
outdoors as there are in. 
Especially now. 

There are the kind you 
might expect, like incredible 
desert sunsets and deep blue 
mountain lakes. And there are 
some you won't expect. Like 
lush, open valleys, sand dunes 
and deep forests. 

DISCOVER NEVADA. 
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"Nevada's Got It" is a full 
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through Nevada. Territory by 
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It'll show you a Nevada you 
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ski, hunt, golf, explore and play. 

"Nevada's Got It" has it all 
and it's FREE. 

Come and get it. 

ABOVE 
Nevada's got lush valleys. 

Jarbidge blooms colorfully in the northeast. 

r ------, • WANT .T, FREE! 
To get your FREE copy of 1 
"Nevada's Got It" send this coupon to: 
Nevada's Cot It 1 
Nevada Commission on Tourism 
P.O. Box 10725 1 
Reno, V 89510 

-----1 
Address 1 

City ______ _ 

State __ Zip __ 1 
1 

PI3 I-... r---- -----''9.-



Gallery 

From the highway, 
the Crescent Sand Dunes 
tend to blend in with 
the scenery, but Don 
Thackrey of San Francisco 
found them proud and 
di tinctive when he took thi 
portrait of the large t dune, 
10 mile northeast of 
Tonopah. He and his wife 
Barbara were returning 
from a photography and 
rockhounding trip to 
Death Valley when they 
decided to tay overnight in 
Tonopah before eeing the 
dunes, which can be reached 
by a paved road off U.S. 95. 
The next day he u ed hi 
Canon F-I with a 50-
millimeter len and 
low- peed Ectachrome film. 

"I wanted to take the photo 
real early in the morning, 
after the wind had ettled the 
and," ay Thackrey, a 

retired UPI reporter who 
keeps his camera with him 
when he travel . "It turned 
out ju t right. " 
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Nevada At The Movies 

Hollywood 
In Nevada 

Thanks to great locations and cooperation, more and more 
film makers are putting the Silver State on the silver screen. 

Ask Bob Hirsch about movies, and 
chances are he won't talk about taking 
lunch with Hollywood hotshots. Instead 
his stories will be about red tape, 
highways, and casting calls for dogs. 

There was the time director John 
Carpenter wanted to close several miles of 
Interstate 15 northeast of Las Vegas for a 
scene in Starman. The script called for a 
full-scale roadblock and auto check by 
police and government agents searching 
for Jeff Bridges and Karen Allen, who 

By Erik Joseph 

were hiding in a semi rig. The logistics 
were complicated, but the scene was 
important. 

So Carpenter called Hirsch. A the Las 
Vegas-based director of Nevada's state 
Motion Picture and Television Division, 
Hirsch got the political wheels turning. 
Calls went out to the governor's office, 
the state Department of Transportation, 
Nevada's Congressmen, the U. S. 
Department of Transportation, and the 
Department of Defense. In other states 

such requests often produce long, 
hopeless delays. But Carpenter's request 
was approved within a few hours, and for 
three days traffic was rerouted between the 
Apex and Caliente turnoffs as he shot the 
scene, one of the most suspenseful in that 
1985 hit. 

Another time Hirsch was asked to find 
a tiny, obedient mutt to do some tricks 
for Glmy Years, a six-episode HBO 
comedy show. While reviewing various 
canines, Hirsch and hi s staff di scovered 

Over the Top, starring Sylvester Stallone and Rick Zumwalt (above), was [tImed in Las Vegas. 

44 NEVADA March/April1987 



Clockwise from top left: Tom (Top Gun) Cruise, Karen Allen and Jeff (Starman) Bridges, Cherry 2000, and Sally (Surrender) Field. 

some trained cockatoos. He says, "The 
birds could do everything the dogs could 
do, and more, so we sent them over, too. 
But a dog got the part anyway." 

The frequency of such calls, and the 
prompt attention they get, are indications 
of Nevada's growing success in attracting 
movie and TV productions. After the state 
film division was created in 1983 by 
Governor Richard Bryan and the 
Legislature as part of the state 
Commission on Economic Development, 
the state had $13 million in film 
production revenue in the first fiscal year, 
a strong showing. Then a film office was 
established in Carson City, headed by 
Hirsch's deputy, Julie Wilcox. 

Now, a little more than three years 
after the division's creation, film revenue 
has nearly tripled, which is good news for 
the state's own big picture of economic 
diversification. And Nevada's status as a 
prime shooting location continues to 
improve. A 1985 survey by the National 
Conference of State Legislatures ranked 
Nevada 13th among the 50 states in film 
production. According to Hirsch, a top-10 
spot isn't far off. 

For filmmakers, he says, the state's 
attractions include a state agency that 
offers one-stop permit shopping, cost­
saving room packages, all sorts of 
support services, and an irresistible 

Photo (lower left): Tony Alai 

variety of scenery and settings. 
"Filmmakers come to Nevada for an 
ambiance that can't be duplicated on a 
sound stage or back lot," he says. 

A recent example was Over the Top, 
the second major Nevada film starring 
Sylvester Stallone (Rocky IV was the 
first). Director Menahem Golan, who 
spent three weeks filming in Las Vegas, 
was able to use an international arm­
wrestling tournament at the Hilton as the 
backdrop for the movie's wrist wars. Burt 
Reynolds' new film, Heat, also was 
filmed in Las Vegas. Assassination, the 
Charles Bronson action flick, was set in 
part on the picturesque southern shore of 
Lake Tahoe, as was the upcoming Sally 
Field-Michael Caine-Steve Guttenberg 
comedy Surrender 

Thanks to its glamorous image and 
longtime links to Los Angeles, Las 
Vegas is often featured in TV series and 
specials. Last fall a Walt Disney TV 
movie, You Ruined My Life, was filmed 
in town with Caesars Palace as the 
principal location. "This is what we call 
filming Las Vegas as Las Vegas," Hirsch 
says. Other such TV features include The 
Las Vegas Strip Wars, one of Rock 
Hudson's last shows; Stark and Stark 1/: 
Mirrored Image; and episodes of 
Remington Steele and Hill Street Blues. 
Southern Nevada also has starred in 

Crime Story, the NBC early-'60s police 
drama, since Lt. Torello and his squad of 
Chicago crime busters moved to Las 
Vegas in mid-season. 

Sometimes Nevada's vivid settings are 
meant to evoke other places and times. In 
last year's megahit Top Gun, the 
spectacular aerial fight sequences that 
seemed to be shot over San Diego were, 
in fact, filmed at the Fallon Naval Air 
Station. In a recent French production 
called The Arrogant, areas near Beatty 
doubled as a Spanish desert. Amargosa, 
Beatty, and Goldfield became post -nuclear 
war Las Vegas for Cherry 2000, a sci-fier 
starring Melanie Griffith that was shot 
entirely in rural Nevada. 

Then there's the case of The Hitcher 
which stars C. Thomas Howell and 
Rutger Hauer. When a Newsweek 
reviewer commented on the "moody and 
evocative Texas landscape," Hirsch was 
quick to point out that the majority of the 
film was shot within a 25-mile radius of 
Las Vegas. He says, "This is further 
proof that Nevada can represent nearly any 
time and any place when it comes to 
locations." 

Actors on location here appreciate the 
state's qualities, too. While Assassination 
was being filmed at a private home on 
Tahoe's south shore, the beautiful setting 
prompted Bronson's wife and costar, Jill 
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Sylvester Stallone and Dolph Lundgren from Rocky IV (left), and Nicholas Sorovey and Kirstie Alley from Stark: Mirrored Image. 

Ireland, to declare, "I want to buy a house 
here. I want this house. I don't want to be 
moved off this porch. I love the trees and 
the sky and the sparkling lake. I want to 
stay." She later was persuaded to leave, 
but the lake clearly had won another fan. 

Sally Field and Michael Caine got to 
know Tahoe's indoor attractions when 
they spent a week filming Surrender in 
and around Harvey's at Stateline. During 
the shoot the two-time Academy A ward­
winning actress rode an escalator, strolled 
through the casino, and pulled slot 
machines for countless takes. A high 
point was when Field hit a $5 million 
jackpot and hundreds of $5 bills flew out 
of the film 's Blizzard of Bucks machine. 
After the carefully arranged shot wa 
completed, the assistant director shouted, 
"Everybody freeze! " But Field, excited as 
a Sunday slot player, quickly sat down on 
the floor with the designated helpers, 
stacking and counting the bills and 
laughing as if it were Christmas 
morning. 

For Donna Pescow, star of HBO's 
Glory Years, the lure in Las Vegas was 
the great shopping. "They've named a 
wing after me at the mall ," said the 
actress known for her roles in Angie and 
Saturday Night Fever 

Mood swings sometimes lead to love 
and marriage. During the filming of a 
docu-drama for German television in Las 
Vegas, the leading man and lady were to 
stage a mock marriage, but in an 
impulsive moment they made it official. 

Another story of marital vows and 
moviemaking comes from Harry Shearer, 
director of Viva Shaf Vegas, a takeoff on 
Viva Las Vegas in which Elvis' title role 
is filled by balding band leader Paul 
Shaffer of The David Letterman Show. 
Shearer recalls an incident involving 
Albert Brooks, director and star of 1985's 
Lost in America. 
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"A few years back I drove from Los 
Angeles to Las Vegas in the middle of the 
night to get married," Shearer says. 
"There wa me, my pro pective wife, 
Albert Brooks, and Linda Ronstadt. 
Albert and Linda came along for the ride. 
We arrived early in the morning, stopped 
at the first chapel we saw, got married, 
and immediately drove back home. 

"Remember the cene from Lost in 
America where Albert Brooks and Julie 
Hagerty decide to drive to Vegas and get 
remarried? Art imitate life." 

And art, as Bob Hirsch well knows, 
will continue to make strange but 
fascinating demands as long as the state 
film division ex ists. Like the talent 
earch requested by a rock-video director 

who needed 200 cockroaches for his final 
scene. "The director was panicky," ays 
the ever-resourceful Hirsch, "so I enlisted 
a group of youngsters by offering a 
bounty of 25 cents per roach. The kids 
returned to our office with more than 400 
roaches tuffed into dozens of coffee 
cans." He deadpans: "We have since 
moved out of those offices." 

Such effort come with the job for 
Hirsch and his northern counterpart, Julie 
Wilcox. They a ist with permits and 
help to arrange hotel or motel room 
packages for ca t and crew, another cost­
saving factor in Nevada. They scout 
locations, arrange transportation, and help 
set up cast.ing, animals, and wardrobe. 
They put filmmakers in touch with the 
state's unions, guilds, and other groups 
who e members range from actors and 
cameramen to caterers and heavy 
equipment operators. 

Hirsch and Wilcox also can provide 
location photos and data instantly with a 
new Computerized Location Access 
System (CLAS). The system links their 
offices with more than 10,000 slides of 
possible film sites around the state. If a 

director wants a certain setting with 
certain support services, the system will 
select and print photos of those sites in 
five minutes. 

At time they also enlist the 
per uasive powers of the governor. 
Bryan's involvement in movies began 
with a bit role in Hilda Crane-an 
otherwise unimportant 1956 melodrama 
that was filmed at UNR and starred Jean 
Simmons and Guy Madison-and as 
governor he has made trips to Hollywood 
to sell studio executives on Nevada. One 
trip resulted in last fall's filming of You 
Ruined My Life in Las Vegas. His 
approach "isn't just 'taking lunches' but 
meeting executives on a business level, 
which has proved very effective," Hirsch 
say . Thus the state's movie mania starts 
at the top. 

It also extends to the general populace, 
as Las Vegas, Reno, Tahoe, and the rural 
areas are known for providing enthusiastic 
extras. Bob Radler, who directed a 
Cinemax comedy short, Guy's Way, on 
what he calls "a wardrobe budget," says, 
"I have to stress that the people of Reno 
and Sparks who were our extras were 
great. I could not believe that these 
people stayed into the wee hours of the 
morning every night for virtually no 
pay." Nuts perhaps, but enthusiastic. 

Recently Sylvester Stallone said he'd 
like to film part of the next Rambo 
movie in Southern Nevada if enough 
Afghan nationals could be found to play 
extras. A small ad was run in the Las 
Vegas Review-Journal, and the calls 
poured in. However, despite the great 
response, Hirsch says the liberation of 
Afghanistan apparently will take place 
elsewhere. 

But then there's always Rambo IV. 

Erik Joseph is a Las Vegas writer who 
often works with the state film office. 



10 Great 

Nevada Movies 

In 1923, director James Cruze decided 
to film Covered Wagon in the most 
realistic frontier setting possible-Snake 
Valley in Eastern Nevada. The movie was 
a huge success and blazed a trail from 
Hollywood to Nevada that filmmakers 
continue to travel. Sometimes they are 
looking for non-Nevada settings. In The 
Greatest Story Ever Told, Pyramid Lake 
became the Sea of Galilee. In The 
Professionals , Burt Lancaster chased Jack 
Palance across Mexico, which in reality 
was the Valley of Fire. Frequently 
Nevada's deserts have doubled as lunar 
landscapes in sci-fi flicks. 

But there also are some great "Nevada" 
movies that take the Silver State as their 
theme. Now that it's Academy Award 
time, it seems appropriate for us to recall 
10 of those standouts. 

I. The Misfits (1961): Filmed in and 
around Reno and Dayton, The Misfits is 
the only film to really capture what it 
means to be a Nevadan: a misfit in the 
modem age. In this powerful film, the 
mustang becomes a metaphor for its 
hunter, the cowboy, and one endangered 
species hunts the other in an eerie twist 
of irony. Directed by John Huston and 
written by Arthur Miller, this complex, 
finely acted film featured Clark Gable, 
Marilyn Monroe, and Montgomery Clift. 

2. The Godfather Part 1/ (1974): 
Winner of five Oscars, including best 
picture and best director, this provocative 
sequel pulls no punches in portaying 
Nevada's role in the dark underbelly of 
1950s America. Part 1/ is the story of 
Michael Corleone (AI Pacino), who 
directs his family's operations from his 
Lake Tahoe headquarters. Director Francis 
Coppola meticulously recreates the 
Nevada of this period, contrasting the 
beauty of the lake with the brutality of 
Corleone's life. 

3. One from the Heart (1982): Here 
Coppola turned again to the Silver State 
for inspiration, this time to make an old­
fashioned Hollywood love story about 
two "average" Nevadans who live and 
work amid the glitzy, electronic world of 

These films are the real thing. 

By Joe Ansolabehere and Scott Shelley 

Las Vegas. Rather than film on location 
Coppola decided to recreate Las Vegas at 
his Hollywood studio, building intricate 
models of the Strip, a full -size McCarran 
Airport terminal , and a desert junkyard. It 
was a costly and often criticized decision, 
as the $26-million picture flopped at the 
box office. But it nevertheless is an 
engaging movie, one of those rare films 
that rises into the realm of art. 

4. The Ox-Bow Incident (1943): Based 
on the novel by Nevada author Walter 
Van Tilburg Clark, this film tells how a 
cowboy (Henry Fonda) tries to stop a 
lynch mob. The movie, which was made 
in 1941 and held two years before its 
release, was a powerful indictment of 
Nazi Germany's mob mentality. Unlike 
most westerns of the time, the movie was 
filmed almost entirely on surreal sets, 
presenting Nevada's landscape as dark and 
brooding. Often considered the first 
serious western , it influenced films like 
Shane and High Noon. 

5. The Women (1939): If you're 
interested in seeing how the rest of the 
country perceived Nevada in the 1930s, 
look for this fascinating movie. Filmed 
in Hollywood, The Women follows upper­
crust Eastern wives who come to Reno to 
get divorced. It is one of George Cukor's 
classic comedies, full of fast dialogue, 
slapstick humor, and great catfights. The 
stars include Norma Shearer, Joan 
Crawford, Rosalind Russell , and Paulette 
Goddard. 

6. Lost in America (1985): This 
yuppie comedy focuses on a young 
couple (Albert Brooks and Julie Hagerty) 
who quit their jobs, buy a Winnebago, 
and drive across the country "in the spirit 
of Easy Rider" only to get detoured in Las 
Vegas. Brooks, also the director and co­
writer, uses Las Vegas as a microcosm of 
capitalist America. A high point is a rip­
roarin' argument between husband and 
wife at Hoover Dam. 

7 Melvin and Howard (1980): One of 
Nevada's great fortunes won and lost 
stories, the saga of Melvin Dummar, 
Howard Hughes, and the infamous 

Mormon will is sure to be retold until the 
deserts tum green. Under Jonathan 
Demme's direction, each performance is 
true to life, and the film develops a 
documentary quality. Mary Steenburgen 
won an Academy Award for her perfor­
mance as Melvin's wife Lynda. Paul Le 
Mat as Melvin is a sympathetic lead, and 
Jason Robards is a great Howard Hughes. 

8. The Electric Horseman (1979): This 
modem western paints a moving portrait 
of a cowboy hero (Robert Redford) who 
embodies the don't-fence-me-in credo of 
Nevadans past and present. Also starring 
Jane Fonda, Willie Nelson, and Caesars 
Palace, this Sydney Pollack film is 
guaranteed to choke up any true Nevadan. 

9. California Split (1974): Two com­
pulsive gamblers (George Segal and 
Elliott Gould) wind up on a wild 
gambling spree in Reno, and the movie's 
final scenes, filmed in downtown casinos, 
are a poetic treatment of gambling fever. 
After watching this picture, it's hard to 
understand why Robert Altman doesn't 
make more movies and why the ones he 
does make aren't seen by more people. 
California Split belongs next to 
M*A*S*H as one of his finest. 

10. Diamonds Are Forever (1971): 
Nevada proves to be one of the best 
James Bond locations in director Guy 
Hamilton's testament to the Las Vegas of 
fast women, expensive cars, and daring 
high-stakes gamblers. Out to find a 
diamond-smuggling ring, Bond (Sean 
Connery) survives the nightlife, but not 
without effort. He scales tall casinos and 
wrecks half the city's cop cars in a 
downtown chase. 

Happily, more Nevada movies are 
being made than ever before, letting us 
see more of those special qualities that 
make the Silver State familiar-and 
real- to us on the silver screen. 

Joe Ansolabehere, who grew up in Reno, 
is now a Hollywood screenwriter His 
frequent collaborator Scott Shelley , lives 
in Carson City and is a former associate 
editor of Nevada. 

March/April1987 NEVADA 47 



First Annual Nevada Dining Guide 

Casino Dining: 
The View From the Top 

Fine dining is on the ascendancy as Nevada casinos take the 
sure way to a player's heart. 

By Elliot S. Krane and Connie Emerson 

Since the 1950s, Nevada's hotels and casinos have been 
known for good meals at bargain prices. At fIrst, food was 
simply the lure-the hook that got people into the clubs and 
made sure they stayed awhile. But through the years the 
dining spectrum has broadened in most major casinos to 
include top-of-the-line restaurants that can tum the most 
casual player into a devoted casino gourmet. 

Located only a hoot and a holler away from the gaming 

areas, many of the clubs' finer eateries are worlds away in 
atmosphere. Instead of green-felt tables you fmd white 
linen set with china and imported crystal, surrounded by 
carpets and drapes in muted colors rather than chrome and 
glitz. 

A sense of pride has developed with this dining 
evolution. Visit the restaurants, and you'll see. A waitress 

in black dress and white apron says candidly, "Our service 
is as fme as anywhere else in the world." A food and 
beverage manager fairly beams as he describes his fresh 
fowl and produce and goes on to say that his club's top 
restaurant is the best in Nevada, a frequent claim you can 
enjoy testing yourself. There's camaraderie, too, in the 

admiring comments that pastry chefs from one casino make 
to those from another about their entries in a regional 
culinary competition. 
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The Union Plaza's Center Stage restaurant offers fine food and a brilliant view of Las Vegas' Glitter Gulch. The attention to 
ambiance. here and at other downtown clubs like the Four Queens, Golden Nugget, and Lady Luck, represents the exquisite lengths 
Nevada casinos go to in order to keep customers content. 
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Accordingly, rather than feeding diners 
quickly and getting them back onto the 
gaming floor, many casino people are 
encouraging their customers to savor the 
fine food they have to offer-and to 
please stay for dessert. 

Customers seem to like that attitude, 
as witnessed by the three gourmet rooms 
that opened over New Year's. The largest 
resort hotel in the world, the Las Vegas 
Hilton, swung back the massive doors of 
Le Montrachet, a $1.4 million restaurant 
with a wine cellar that has more than 400 
labels. A few blocks away, Delmonico' 
at the Riviera reopened with a menu 
reminiscent of its famous, now-departed 
New York namesake. Then the 
Peppermill in Reno chri stened its Le 
Moulin with a series of inaugural feasts. 

"The general public is 
traveling more, 

is more sophisticated, 
and has adopted 

higher standards" 

Paul Houdayer, 
Vice President, 

Food and Beverage, 
Las Vegas Hilton 

"Our guests are looking for the top-of­
the-line cuisine," says Dov Odents, the 
Riviera's food and beverage director. "We 
found that thi s was the time to reopen 
Delmonico's. " 

"The general public is traveling more, 
is more sophisticated, and has adopted 
higher standards," says Paul Houdayer, 
VP of food and beverage for the Las 
Vegas Hilton, who took that view 
seriously enough to send the new room's 
chef on a dream tour of some of the 
world's great restaurants. 

Of course, when Nevada casinos seek 
out the best food and training, it's not 
just a matter of reputation. Since the 
house advantage i the same at most 
hotels, establishments try to outdo each 
other in providing food and refreshments 

Le Moulin , the Reno Peppermil/'s gourmet room, is part of the ongoing expansion that will eventually include three high-rise 
towers and restaurants for every taste. 
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in a style that will keep gambling guests 
"at home" in the hotel and fully satisfied. 
Great restaurants also draw new players 
from other hotels. 

Gamblers often have as great an 
appetite for flambe as for cards. At 
Caesars Palace, Pierre Fort, senior VP of 
hotel operations, says, "Our gourmet 
restaurants are very important to our 
gaming operation. When a player enjoys 
a good dinner, with our compliments, he 
is in a good mood and tends to spend 
more time in the casino." 

"Our restaurants are marketing tools," 
says Houdayer of the Hilton, which has 
12 eateries. "The restaurants create 
business for us in three areas: convention, 
in-house, and casino. When the hotel 
expands, we will expand and increase the 

. number of restaurants. After all, they say 
the way to a player's heart is through his 
stomach." 

And what extreme methods they use. 
Exotic foods are flown in daily from 

world-wide ports of call. Strawberries are 
a daily commodity as are blueberries and 
kiwis from New Zealand. What was once 
an Australian perch at $1 a pound is now 
an exotic orange roughy from New 
Zealand at $5 a pound. 

Rare mushrooms, the finest white 
veal, Russian caviar, and French snails 
are listed on the menus of the restaurants, 
while imported and domestic wines , 
priced from $20 to $2,000 a bottle, are 
presented by the sommeliers. 

Throughout the state, fine casino 
restaurants have atmospheres and service 

to match their food. Of course, eating 
well is not without its cost. The bill 
might run $25 , or maybe $100, per 
person. But that's what credit cards are 
for, aren't they? 

At the Hilton's new Le Montrachet, an 
elegant entrance in brown and beige 
marble is surrounded by damask-covered 
walls. Rich leathers contrast with the 
gleaming linens and imported place 
settings to establish the French 
atmosphere. Making sure the food lives 
up to the surroundings is Chef 
Christopher Mihy, who served at the 
hotel under world-class chef Yves Menes 
as well as chef garde-manager. In 
preparation for his new duties Mihy 
visited fine restaurants across the U.S. 
and Europe. He started at Le Francais in 

Clockwise from top left: Ristorante Italiano at the Riviera in Las Vegas; Cafe Gigi's Palace of Versailles decor at Bally's in Reno; 
The Primavera at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas; and a sampling of Oriental dishes from the Eldorado in Reno. 
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Wheeling, Illinois, and then journeyed to 
La Cote Basque, Le Cirque, and Aurora in 
New York. In Paris he visited the Bristol 
Hotel, Jamin, Rostang, Taillevent, 
Pavilion Elysees, and Tour d'Argent 
before seeing the Riviera's Moulin de 
Mougins and Le Royal Gray. Las Vegas 
diners will undoubtedly benefit from his 
grand tour. 

The Riviera's Delmonico's, once one 
of the most popular gourmet restaurants 
on the Strip, has been completely rebuilt. 
Dishes such as fresh Atlantic mussels 
with shallots (Moules Dijonnaise) and 
tender bay scallops sauteed in a sauce of 
butter and oregano (Les Coquilles Sautees 
Oreganato) are just a few of its exotic 
offerings. 

One of the most original restaurants in 

town is the Bacchanal at Caesars Palace. 
A seven-course fixed-priced dinner is 
served Roman-style with costumed 
waiters and wine goddesses, who pour at 
command and even massage patrons as 
the meal moves into its third hour. 

One flight up is the French-style 
Palace Court, where you are served by 
white-gloved waiters. The imported 
caviar is presented on a cart, nestled in a 
large ice carving with a border of egg, 
onion, and capers. 

Across the street at the Dunes, two 
restaurants have played host to the casino 
crowd for many years. At the Sultan's 
Table, a string en emble serenades diners. 
There also is music at the Dome of the 
Sea, where a mermaid floats through the 
room on a raft while playing a harp. 

The Flamingo Room at the Flamingo Hilton in Las Vegas (top) offers a seafood salad 
bar Friday's Station at Harrah's Tahoe (bottom) is appointed with leaded glass. 
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Cafe Gigi in Bally's has candelabra, 
heavy drapes , and 18th-century 
furnishings that create a Napoleonic 
atmosphere. The food is French with 
exquisite service. 

Having survived many changes in the 
hotel , the Regency Room at the Sands is 
famous for its beef Wellington and 
flaming desserts. The room recently start­
ed serving Chinese dim sum at lunch. 

Another favorite with the gaming 
crowd is the Monte Carlo Room in the 
Desert Inn. The hobo steak is a popular 
entree and the flaming desserts are a show 
in this formal room. 

Although the Frontier has a western 
theme for its casino, its Diamond Jim's 
gourmet room has retained its posh looks 
and a menu that features Florida stone 
crab and prime rib with Yorkshire 
pudding. 

Another room that has survived the 
modernization and expansion of a hotel is 
the Rhapsody in the Tropicana. 
Romantic candlelight settings with a 
view of the new pool and gardens are 
augmented by piano music and a 
continental menu. 

Piano music is part of the atmosphere 
at Claudine's, the steak and seafood room 
of the Holiday Casino that has an 
excellent wine list. 

When the Barbary Coast was built in 
the midst of four major hotels on the 
Strip, an elegant restaurant was placed 
near its small casino. Michael's has 
become an "in" spot for both visitors and 
local executives. The shrimp cocktail is 
served on a frosted globe and lit from 
inside, providing a dramatic display for 
the appetizer. 

Among other well known casino top 
rooms are the Captain's Cabin at the 
Marina, Da Vinci's at the Maxim, the 
Sahara's House of Lords, and Diamond 
Lil's at Sam's Town. 

Downtown, the fast-expanding Golden 
Nugget has two gourmet restaurants, 
Elaine's and Stefano's. Originally created 
as one room at a cost of more than $2 
million, the lavish expanse proved 
unmanageable for gourmet dining. So it 
was divided in half, another million went 
to change the decor and kitchens, and 
presto--a continental room and an Italian 
restaurant. 

Next door and downstairs, Hugo's 
Cellar at the Four Queens presents such 
entrees as rack of lamb Indonesian style, 
filet mignon stuffed with crab meat, and 
Dover sole. Each woman guest receives a 
fresh rose, and after dinner you will be 
offered complimentary strawberries, figs, 
and apricots dipped in chocolate and 
whipped cream. On Mondays you can 
adjom to the cabaret for Alan Grant's Jazz 
Night. 



Overlooking Fremont Street is the 
Union Plaza's Center Stage, where the 
menu follows a theme set by the hotel's 
Broadway plays, running from Overtures 
to Encores with main courses like prime 
rib, abalone, and lobster in between. 

Down the street the new Burgundy 
Room at the Lady Luck offers 
chateau briand, mountain trout, and other 
dishes in a gourmet setting. 

The whole city can be seen from the 
Top of the Mint, where steaks, seafood, 
and flaming desserts are served with the 
striking view. 

In Laughlin, where the Colorado River 
provides a soothing backdrop for diners 
and gamblers, restaurants like the 
Gourmet Room at the Riverside and the 
Embers at the Edgewater are leading this 
boomtown into a new gastronomical era. 

In Reno, a number of casino res­
taurants present the finer tastes in life. 
Harrah's Steak House guests, who include 
many locals, find white tablecloths, a 
single rose in the silver bud vase at each 
table, and waiters and waitresses in 
conservative black and white. For an 
appetizer you might try frog legs 
provencal , sauteed with bits of fresh 
tomato and garlic, and for an entree 
broiled noisette of lamb with baked 
avocado and mustard seed sauce. And save 
room for dessert. Claudine's Steak House at the Holiday Casino in Las Vegas is a local fa vorite. 

Chances are you won't notice that the 
china at the Top of the Hilton is Royal 
Doulton. You'll be too busy admiring the 
21 st-floor view, the best of any of Reno's 
casino restaurants. Dinner can include the 
likes of steak Diane or duck a la 
Madagascar, prepared tables ide. 

The Vintage at the Eldorado Hotel 
reflects owner Don Carano's Italian 
heritage, not so much on the menu, 
which is continental , but in the close 
attention to both food and wine. In fact, 
several of the wines come from Carano's 
own California vineyards. For those 
whose craving runs to pasta, La Strada is 
under the same roof. 

Having dinner in Harolds' Presidential 
Car evokes memories of the days when 
dining cars were symbols of a civilized 
way of life. With its wood paneling, art 
glass, and upholstered chairs, this seventh­
floor restaurant offers a sense of well­
being as you enjoy prime rib (the house 
specialty) or other offerings. The room is 
a bit hidden but well worth finding; ask a 
Harolds employee for directions. 

Le Moulin, the Peppermill's new 
addition to la creme de Reno, translates 
into "The Mill," but the decor mixes 
casual country and more than a few hints 
of Paris. Blending a touch of adventure 
with continental cooking and California 
Nouvelle, each night's bill of fare 
includes one dish prepared with exotic 

game such as Arctic hare, alligator, elk, 
and even rattlesnake. 

Cafe Gigi in Bally's Reno is as French 
as the Palace of Versailles. In fact, thi s 
gourmet room is said to be a replica of 
the room in the palace where the Treaty 
of Versailles was signed in 1919. Private 
dining alcoves, with mirrored walls 
reflecting crystal chandeliers, and 
shimmering electric candles provide an 
intimate backdrop for the memorable 
continental fare. 

At John Ascuaga's Nugget you can 
trade French cuffs for a western cut, as the 
accent at the Roundhouse Steak House is 
on comfort, beef, and plenty of both. Try 
the brochette of filet mignon or a charcoal­
broiled New York. For fine seafood 
there's John's Oyster Bar. 

Lake Tahoe's rooms at the top begin 
literally with Harrah's Summit, where the 
impressive view is matched by entrees 
like roast saddle of veal foret noir. For 
dessert, the souffle Grand Marnier is a 
standout. The prices at the Summit are 
steep, but the food is worth it. 

Across the street at Harvey's, the Sage 
Room is rich in Tahoe history and has an 
eclectic decor with hand-hewn beams, 
western art, and crystal. Starting with 
appetizers such as oysters Rockefeller, 
though, the dining is consistently 
gourmet. 

The top restaurant at Del Webb's High 
Sierra, Stetson's, has, like the rest of the 
hotel, a strong western theme. A full 
page of the menu is devoted to steaks and 
seafood cooked on the mesquite broiler, 
and the walls sport genuine Stetson hats. 

In the recently refurbished Le Posh 
(formerly the Edgewood) at Caesars 
Tahoe, the accent is on elegance, from the 
peach color scheme to the crystal 
chandeliers. Then to entrees like veal 
piccata, and the desserts that arrive, 
temptingly, by cart. 

Overlooking the lake on the north 
shore is Hugo's, a gourmet room of the 
Hyatt in Incline that has fresh seafood, 
lamb, and a great view. 

As fine dining becomes further linked 
to casino strategies at the lake and in the 
cities, some excellent steak and seafood 
rooms are making themselves known in 
the smaller towns. Among them are 
clubs in Carson City, Gardnerville, 
Winnemucca, Elko, Jackpot, Wendover, 
and Laughlin where chefs have been given 
the chance to prove their mettle. 

They know that for many casino­
goers, fine food is more than just a hook. 

Elliot S. Krane is the restaurant editor of 
the Las Vegas Review-Journal. Connie 
Emerson of Reno has written on food and 
cooking for many national publications. 
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NOTABLE CHEFS 

The Executive Chef 
To see what Christopher Johns has cooking, 

try anyone of the Sand ' three restaurants. 

By Rob Powers 

Some food for thought about the life 
of an executive chef at a Las Vegas hotel : 
Even tho e who can tand the heat have 
to get out of the kitchen from time to 
time. 

A ca e in point is Christopher John , 
executive chef at the Sand Hotel. A 
boyish-looking 39 years old, with andy 
hair and a mooth , unlined face, Johns 
talked about hi job recently while 
walking through the Sands' labyrinthine 
kitchen complex. 

He is carrying plates filled with 
salmon and beef steaks of variou ize , 
new menu items he is preparing to how 
to a hotel executive committee. "I didn't 
plan on working to impress you," Johns 
says mode tly in his English accent as he 
delicately arranges parsley on the plate 
and brushes com cob with a clear 
solution to make them hiny. 

Indeed. For de pite the trademark 
towering white hat and white cotton 
smock, Johns find himself handling 
paperwork almo t as often as he handles 
food. This he doe from a cramped office 
located ju t off a busy area of the 

tainle teel facility. "In orne way," 
he ay, "I feel it' too much 
admini tration and not enough cooking. 
I'd like to find a happy medium." 

Johns supervises a taff of 70 and is 
respon ible for food preparation and 
ervice in the hotel' three restaurants, an 

employees' cafeteria, a bake hop, and a 
butcher shop. Each re taurant ha a sous 
chef who looks after day-to-day 
operation; they, in tum, report to Johns. 
As executive chef he al 0 orders food and 
keep up with inventories and market 
prices. 

One of La Vega' younge t executive 
chef, Johns, who was born in Wale, 
attended the Oxford School of Catering, 
and oon found him elf cooking at the 
Claridge's Hotel in London. He ub­
sequently worked at a number of other 
hotel in England and then took a job as a 
ou chef at the Sheraton in Puerto Rico. 

He found a challenge when he arrived 
in the United States in the early '70 . In 
England, he explains, "I wa lucky to get 
all the right job. It was no frozen thi , 
frozen that. All the food wa fre hly 

-

I 
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Executive Chef Johns, left, helps pastry chef Benny Finale sample some wares. 
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prepared. Here, in the big-volume hotels, 
you can't have a much finesse." Still , he 
maintains that big volume doe n't have to 
translate into mess-hall mentality: "In 
La Vega, there's a lot of talent hidden 
behind $2.99 pecials." 

Johns says his bigge t hurdle when he 
took over at the Sands, following a stint 
a a i tant executive chef at the Frontier 
Hotel, wa discouraging compari on 
with hi predeces or. "The last chef had 
been here 20 years," he says. "People 
were watching me at first." And if he 
wa lucky in England, Johns' timing here 
wasn't the greatest. He took over one 
month before the Culinary Union strike 
of early 1984. But he survived, and 
eventually made his own mark at the 
hotel. 

Among his favorite project at the 
Sands, he says, was a breast of chicken 
tuffed with lob ter mou e and spinach 

for pecial dinner gue t in town for a 
Placido Domingo concert. At the other 
end of the food spectrum, he liked a low­
calorie, low cholesterol dish he and hi 
staff prepared for an American Dietetic 
As ociation gathering at the hotel. The 
dish included skinned, bone Ie s brea t of 
chicken stuffed with red and green bell 
pepper, callion , liced mushrooms, and 
diced tomatoes, among other ingredient , 
and then wrapped in parchment 0 that it 
cooked in it own juices-"what every 
health-con cious American needs." 

"Right now it' difficult to come up 
with a brand-new di h," ay Johns. He 
explain that mo t chefs do variations on 
familiar food themes. A current trend, as 
he ees it, is toward lighter di hes and 
auces. "People' tastes are varying," 

John ay. "They're getting away from 
clas ical menus." 

The chef him elf can ympathize with 
that approach. After a l2-hour work day, 
he ays, he's not about to go home and 
play galloping gourmet in his kitchen. 
He'd just a oon gallop off to a 
restaurant and let someone wait on him 
for a change. 

But when he does cook at home, "I 
like to keep it imple. I'll top at a 
supermarket and buy a teak or 
something." He likes home cooking­
"and I've got no objections to eating 
pizza, either." 

Johns al 0 like going to the homes of 
friends from time to time, although he 
has found that hi title can intimidate 
people. "They get a little apprehensive 
about cooking for a chef," he says, 
smiling. "But I'm easy to please. I 
enjoy ju t relaxing with a meal cooked by 
omeone else." 

Rob Powers is editor of the Living 
section of the Las Vegas Review-Journal. 

Photo: las Vegas News Bureau 
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A True Culinary Artist 
Chef and ice sculptor Otto Helfenstein of the High Sierra 

has carved out new pinnacles in his profe ion. 

By Jame McKimmey 

In Lucerne, Switzerland, in the late 
1950s, Otto Helfenstein was a teenager 
finding his way into the world of food a 
a chasseur or apprentice. Working in a 
mall hotel restaurant, he cleaned table , 

acted as a waiter at banquets, sold pa tries 
and cake ,and ran errand for the owner of 
the establi hment. Sometime , in the 
afternoons, lie would be left to watch the 
kitchen, and he would experiment by 
making imple omelets. 

At the arne time in Houston, Texas, 
Charles Finance wa firmlye tabli hed at 
the top of that food world. He wa 
famou as a writer of cook books and a 
executive chef of the Rice Hotel, 
specializing in the rna tery of ice carving 
to enhance dining table . 

Today Helfen tein ha a cended to hi 
own pinnacle. He is now employed in 
Del Webb' High Sierra Hotel at Lake 
Tahoe a executive chef, in charge of all 
food production and preparation. He 
attribute much of hi ucce to hi path 
cro ing that of Finance's. 

It was no accident. 
Say Helfen tein, "The year a 

apprentice awakened my interest in 
becoming a chef. So I then signed up for 
a three-year, on-the-job training with one 
day a week spent in school, in order to 
become a certified cook. After that I 
worked in four or five Swi re taurants. 
And I al 0 di covered Charle Finance' 
cook books." 

By that time Helfenstein had an 
adventurou desire to see what wa going 
on in the United State . He wrote to 
Finance, who offered knowledge as well 
as connections. 

Otto Helfenstein went to Houston. 
Now he rule over his own culinary 

empire. E chewing the service end of the 
food business, Helfen tein prefer hi 
compact office just above the cavernous 
five-kitchen area of the High Sierra. His 
office window overlooks the stove where 
as many as 140 people prepare the 
delights that reach the tables of six 
restaurants. It's a lofty position. 

But Helfenstein-a gentle, well­
spoken man who will proudly show you 
one of Charles Finance's books person-

Last Christmas, Helfenstein turned 3,000 
pounds of ice into this fantasy castle. 

ally inscribed to him- has not forgotten 
the mentor who helped so much to get 
him where he i today. 

In Europe, Helfen tein had learned how 
to prepare food for mall gatherings. But 
he knew nothing about readying tables for 
those Texas banquets attended by 
thousands of citizens. Finance taught 
him. 

Helfenstein knew French and Swiss 

CUI me, but nothing about American 
cooking such a that traditionally erved 
at holidays, admitting now, ''I'd never 
cooked a turkey in my life! " But Finance 
taught him. 

And Finance, a painter and movie 
photographer, also taught him ice 
carving, at which Helfenstein excells. 

Helfen tein moved on to San 
Francisco, where at age 28 he became 
executive chef of the Mark Hopkin 
Hotel. "The three years I spent there," he 
ay , "prepared me for the responsibilitie 

I've had here at the High Sierra for the 
past 14 years. 

The work i demanding. 
"I can write a beautiful menu in 

French," he tates. "But that ha to be 
backed up by what's done in our 
kitchen ." 

Not only is the quality of the food 
involved. There i also the fact that more 
than 6,000 meals mu t be served in a 
single day. 

Add to that the pressure of employee ' 
per onal problem, which come to 
Helfenstein 24 hour a day becau e that is 
how long food i served in the High 
Sierra, every day of every week of every 
year. 

He doe n't cook at home except on 
festive occasion, preferring to leave to 
his wife the simple preparation that he 
enjoys eating. But he doesn't want to 
forget how to be a chef. 

"So I do a couple of items now and 
then. I like to cook a milk-fed veal dish 
such a callops of veal with wild cepe 
mu hroom, for example. Or, on a 
holiday such a Ea ter, I'll do something 
with lamb such as a crown roa t." 

Helfenstein i also able to travel. La t 
year he pent four weeks visiting 
Germany, Switzerland, and France with 
hi family. 

And there is always his ice carving to 
round out his activitie , uch a the 
fanta y ca tie, reindeer, and wagon he 
carved out of 3,000 pound of ice la t 
Chri tma . 

In 1985 one of his sculpture won best 
of how at the High Sierra Culinary Arts 
Show, a nationally-guided competition. 
He ha been named chef of the year by the 
Chef A ociation and has won many 
blue-ribbon award . 

He relishes hi po ition. 
"I have the privilege of living in 

Zephyr Cove, on the beautiful shore of 
Lake Tahoe. I have my wife and two 
children. I have my work. And I till 
love to cook." 

James McKimmey of South Lake Tahoe 
is a widely published writer and gourmet 
cook. 
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Celebrity Dining 
Reaching for the stars is a lot easier 
if you can catch them sitting down. 

Want to dine with a star? Well , not at 
the same table with a star, but at least in 
the same restaurant? In Nevada, you have 
several options. You can sit close to the 
stage at a casino dinner show. This way, 
you can at lea t feel like you're listening 
to table conversation from say, Bill 
Co by. You can hang around the big, 
posh casino re tau rants, where the famous 
are bound to dine. Or you can search out 
tho e smaller joint where famous folk 
like to eat. Whether you actually ee a 
star or not, at least you'll know that you 
are eating like one. 

Las Vegas by Elliot S. Krane 
There are a number of restaurant that 

provide the ambiance celebrities look for. 
State Street, at 2570 State Street, is 

owned by Gianni Russo, who played 
Carlo in the Godfather and it is a natural 
watering hole for performer. During the 
early hour violini t Sasha Semenoff and 
guitarist Elek Bacsik provide background 
music. A the evening progresses, the 
ho t performs in three musical how , 
and later the guests move to a di co-dance 
hall adjoining the re taurant. The food is 
Italian featuring di he such as pasta pe ci 
ala Russo and pasta carbonara. 

Frank Sinatra ha made a number of 
appearances at the restaurant, a have 
Eddie Murphy, Don Rickles, and 
Engelbert Humperdinck. Sinatra enjoy 
the pasta pomodora and Rickie the pasta 
Nicoi e. According to Russo, Eddie 
Murphy came in to check the action and 
Engelbert is treated to Cafe Ru 0 , a 
flaming des ert-coffee poured down a long 
orange peel. State Street i open till 5 
a.m. 

One of the fir t restaurant in Las 
Vegas to offer outdoor dining, Cafe 
Michelle i a popular lunch and dinner 
location for performer in production 
show. Singers and dancer pend many 
afternoon hours sipping Kir or Perrier 
while watching the traffic pass in and out 
of the Mi ion shopping center on East 
Flamingo. 

For some reason comedian seem to be 
attracted to this French restaurant, with 
David Brenner dropping in for lunch and 
the Smother Brothers for dinner. Bill 
Cosby al 0 enjoy the veal dishes during 
his engagements here. 
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The Aristocrat, in a hopping center at 
850 South Rancho, draw famous 
customers by providing a fine continental 
menu and excellent ervice. 

Michael Smyth, who trained in 
London' Savoy Hotel, operate the 80-
seat dining room and has erved Wayne 
Newton, Lola Falana, and other tar 
dishe uch as baked oy ter topped with 
seafood in lobster auce and crepe de fruits 
de mer Yve Menes. Celebrity diner 
generally make their re ervations for 
middle to late evening, advi e Smyth. 

Collie and Barbara Orcutt pre ent 
gourmet dishe in the Mount Charleston 
Lodge, a hideaway re taurant that provides 
a quiet location for dinner. A fireplace in 
the center of a lounge provide warmth 
almost year-round a the mountain 
temperature are 15 to 20 degree lower 
than in the valley. 

Marvin Hagler wa a recent diner at the 
restaurant and he ordered the wild game 
platter (naturally). Diana Ross and Wayne 
Newton have al 0 dined there and David 
Brenner divide hi free time between 
Cafe Michelle and Mount Charleston. 

Toni Tennille and Daryl Dragon offered a 
testimonial for Dragon Town in Reno. 

Brenner, who usually goe to the 
mountain on the day before his 
engagement starts, wa eating lunch when 
a fan came up and asked for his 
autograph. 

"Why, David," he aid, "we're 
impre sed that you'd come all the way up 
here." 

He replied after signing his autograph, 
"I generally come up here just to 

accommodate my fans who can't get to 
the Strip to ee me." 

A deli , Herbie K' in the Fa hion 
Show Mall , is a good place to "dine" 
with Jerry Lewi and Rip Taylor. Both 
comedians like the ko her-style deli and at 
lunch time they can be seen with a 
sandwich and oda. 

"The celebrities generally come in 
toward the end of the lunch hour," said 
Jackie Fields, manager of the restaurant. 

"Rip like to order a chicken brea ton 
rye and Jerry loves the knockwurst." 

Renorrahoe by Guy Richardson 
In the Reno area, there are two 

approaches to celebrity dining. 
One: You can hang around the hundred­

buck -a-pop palace . Like shooting fi h 
in a barrel. You can find Debbie 
Reynold at Harrah' Steak Hou e or 

Dancer Lola Falana has gone continental 
at the Aristocrat in Las Vegas. 

Chuck Yeager at Gigi's in Bally's. 
Almo t all of Harrah's star sup at the 
po h Summit at Tahoe or elegant Steak 
House in Reno. 

Two: If you don't have the budget, you 
can take advantage of Reno' casual 
atrno phere and find little places where 
howbiz people hang out, colorful joints 

that are delight in themselves. 
The model for them all is the late 

lamented Kiah's Squeeze Inn with the 
health board's B rating proudly hung on 
the wall. And Jim Nabor sometimes 
behind the counter. 

Kiah moved on to other things, alas, 
but the spirit lives on. 

At Dragon Town, 20 I East 2nd Street 
Uust east of Harrah's and we t of the pool 
hall), Frank Wong make delicious 
Chine e food in an atrno phere termed by 
a Reno Gazette-Journal columnist as 
"greasy chop tick." 

The place i spotless, but the floor is 
linoleum, and the tea comes in tho e 
pia tic things that Denny's u es to keep 
coffee hot. Keeps the tea hot longer than 
elegant china, too. 



The Smothers Brothers sometimes dine at 
Cafe Michelle in Las Vegas. 

On the wall are testimonials from the 
Smother Brother , Tony Orlando, Jim 
Nabors, Debbie Reynolds, Roy Clark, 
Captain and Tennille, Joel Grey, Wayne 
Newton, Susan Anton, and the ever­
popular Many Others. 

On the menu are standards like fried 
rice, and exotic like lotus root and duck 
($5.75). Specials of the day are po ted on 
the wall, written in Chine e. eat place. 
It hould have the Chinese equivalent of 
"Good Eat " fla hing in neon. 

Mu ician, writers, and other late­
night types hang out at Landrum' , 1330 
South Virginia, where the only thing 
harper than the chili is the 

waitre s/cooks' wit. Once, when the 
governor dropped in to the eight- tool 
diner, he asked Irene Martell what he 
recommended. She reparteed: "The 
restaurant down the treet." Don't me 
with Landrum's waitres e . 

Landrum's-which is formally named 
"Landrum' Hamburger Sy tern No. 
I "-became a chain operation in January. 
A second place opened on Rock 
Boulevard, thi one with 24 tools. 
Martell' daughter manages the place. 

Reno bu ine man Luther Mack owns 
everal McDonald's franchi ses in Reno. 

His friend Bill Cosby wa ague t at 
Mack's la t opening, igning autographs 
and drawing uch a crowd that Reno 
police put a guy on duty to direct traffic. 
Mu icians everywhere eat Big 
Mac -when you're on the road and need 
to drive another 500 miles, you don't ri sk 
stopping at a place named "Mama 
Clyde's." So you get a McHabit. Mack 
ha a lot of howbiz friends, and 
occa ion ally one uch as Sweet Louis of 
the Checkmate will pop behind the grill 
and fry a burger or two. 

All right, you want something 
more- how to say it- fou -fou. The 
opera crowd hangs out at Rivoli 's, 22 1 
West 2nd Street, and at Leonardo' ,2450 

South Virginia Street. Jan Sander at 
Leonardo's had the di tinction of fixing 
Luciano Pavarotti's dinner when the tenor 
performed in Reno. "He had prawns and 
Perrier," said Sanders. "He doesn't eat 
much before a performance." On the 
other hand , or stomach, Sugar Ray 
Leonard ate a double order of lasagna, and 
still made hi s weight at the next day's 
weigh-in . "Show how light our la agna 
i ," aid Sanders with a chuckle. 

People's Court Judge Wapner had 
Sander' veal saltimbocca, Suzanne 
Somer had the fetucchini Alfredo, Jack 
Klugman walked in one night to eat and 
talk race hor e , Jim Nabor dropped in 

(he does get around in Reno restaurant ), 
Eddie Murphy 

Well , a lot of howbiz people eat at 
Leonardo'. "Be ure to mention Tony 
D'Andrea," aid Sander. Why D'Andrea, 
who joke at his lack of fame? "He 
open for Tom Jone ," explained Sanders, 
"and he's a really nice guy." 

There i orne etiquette involved when 
spotting star : Don't stare too much, 
don't for God' ake point, do be brief if 
going to their table to a k for an 
autograph- and bring your own pen and 
paper. 

D'Andrea? He'll come to your table 
with hi own pen and paper. 

Pep~rmill% 
KenO's Newest, 
Most Exciting 
Hotel c,., Casino% 

Enjoy the s{'nsational food. spectacular hotel accommodations 
and greal gaming al the Peppcrmlll's brand new high-rise 
hOlCl/caslno In Reno. The Peppermill offers specially 
designed packages ror slot and gaming tournaments. Plus. 
hotel and con\'entlon packages are offered rear around. Treat 
yourself to the best of Reno In service and quality at the 
Peppennill . 
Resen:alions and information: Toll-Free 1·800-648·6992 

2707 Soulh Virginia 51 . Reno. Nevada 89502 
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The Rotisserie at John Ascuaga's Nugget entices with a lavish buffet and menu items like scampi and rack of lamb. 

Bountiful Buffets: The Magic Aisle 

The Forest at Harrah's Tahoe has an 18th­
floor view and salads supreme. 
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The western-style 'chuckwagon' 
has developed into today's 
luxuriou line of plenty 

By A.D. Hopkin 

No other Nevada institution cuts 
acros cIa line a does the buffet. It 
appeals as much to a ophi ticated 
Sweetbriar palate as to the tastes of some 
player weaned on Texa pool-hall 
provender. It's a Las Vegas art form, a 
much a part of the Southern Nevada 
experience as a flesh-and-feather show or 
a vi it to Hoover Dam. 

Buffets tarted 40 years ago at we tern­
theme resorts like El Rancho Vega. 
Often called "chuckwagons," the e early 
buffets brought a friendly dude-ranch 
informality to the act of dining. Now 
only a few we tern hotels remain, but the 
buffet has proli lferated. As La Vegas 
changed from a resort town for the few 

The decor has an attractive flavor in some 
buffet rooms. Above is the Peppermill's. 



into a rna touri t de tination, ca ino 
executive~ aw that the buffet wa the 
only feasible way to feed thou and of 
people at every breakfa t, lunch, and 
dinner-numbers that would overwhelm 
even the largest coffee shops. Reno, Lake 
Tahoe, and Carson City ca ino al 0 have 
had great succes with the buffet and its 
cousin, the Sunday brunch. So have rural 
centers like Elko, Laughlin, and even 
Hawthorne. 

Today, however, even mode tly-priced 
buffets have taken on an elegant air. 
True, a guest till has to tand in line, 
but the queue flanks a bank of lot 
machine that keep the vi itor amused 
while subsidizing hi meal. And once he 
has paid to enter the dining room, he 
probably won't have to wait again. A 
long time ago Las Vega buffet chefs 
realized the frustrations of going through 
a salad-to-beverage line ju t to pick up a 
forgotten pat of butter. Now each cour e 
can be reached eparately. Here i a 
nowbank of crushed ice bright with 

fruit-punchbowls of peach halve, 
sectioned whole pineapples, platters of 
melon slices in rows like fallen red and 
green dominoes, gallons of shining black 
olives and Iiced red onions. Yonder is a 
tee I steam table with hot entree from 

shrimp creole to Canadian bacon. There is 
a eparate butcher-block table bearing a 

invites you to take a drive to the 
cool , natural, pine country of 

Here are plenty 
and splendor together. 

The appeal is 
more than that of the 

bargaIn too good 
to be passed. 

Here the pickIest eaters 
can always find 

something they like, 
and the accomplished 

cook can select 
only what 

is perfect! y prepared. 

roa t of rare beef 0 mountainou one 
think of Paul Bunyan' ox. Behind the 
table stands a tall, cheerful man with a 
craving knife a long as a hort word, 
licing a fresh, succulent serving a each 

guest steps up. How doe his tarched 

Mount Charleston. Call (702) 368·6899 
or write: Rt 38 Box 325 
Mount Charleston, NY 89124 

Lounge Open 24 Hours 

Dinino b 
apron tay so beautifully white? 

Here are plenty and splendor together. 
The appeal i more than that of the 
bargain too good to be passed. Here the 
pickiest eaters can alway find omething 
they like; here the accomplished cook, 
often di appointed in conventional 
re taurant fare, can select only what i 
perfectly prepared. Some are here for 
haute cuisine, but to a self-made man 
who grew up in the Depression, chipped 
beef on toa t, properly prepared, may be 
worth a drive across town. Ethnic and 
religiou ta te al 0 are con idered. One 
hotel devote an entire table to traditional 
Jewi h food , and the Friday night 
eafood pread may take on the look and 

ocean cent of a San Francisco Bay oyster 
house. 

The most important part of the buffet's 
appeal is probably intangible-the wann 
feeling of well-being that flow over the 
diner forced to choose from a dozen 
des ert . It is a feeling a ociated with 
family and good times. In the back of the 
mind it i once again Christma at 
Grandma's hou e, and there's enough 
mar hmallow ambrosia for a third 
helping. 

AD. Hopkins is editor of the Nevadan, 
the Sunday magazine of the Las Vega 
Review-Journal . 

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner erved ... ___ 

t;et~~itaUl" • 
8000 feet high .. . at the top of Clark County 
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Dining 

Casino 
Motel 

Restaurant 
Cocktail Lounge 

Drive-Inn 

Restaurant 
702/289-4271 

Motel 
702/289-4884 

U. S . Hwy. 93 at Ave nue H 
Ely, Ne vada 

Bruno's 
COUNTRY CLUB & MOTEL 

Bruno's has an on-site 

restaurant the entire family 

will love . Serving breakfast , 

lunch and dinner with 

house specialties of rib steaks 

and homemade raviolis . 

The club also has slot 

machines and cocktails 

for your enjoyment. 

Come visit Gerlach - home of 

the lands peed record 

and stay in one of our 

52 deluxe rooms . 

702/557-2220 
P.o. Box 70 

Gerlach , NV 89412 

60 NEVADA March/AprilS? 

200 GREAT NEVADA RESTAURANTS 

Ethnic Dining 
From Basque to Chinese, Nevada's melt~g pot shows up 

best in the kitchen. Introductions by Connie Emerson, 
Elliot S. Krane, and Andrea Michelsen 

Jill S. Simpson , a waitress at 8ailywick's in Reno, tries an All-American favorite. 

AMERICAN 
Saluting home-cooked values. 

What is American food? It's a 
hamburger and fries at Evah's Copper 
Queen in Ely. Fried chicken at Yer­
ington's Mason Valley Country Club. 
The potato salad on the Dunes' buffet 
table in Las Vegas. Banana cream pie at 
the Carson Valley Inn in Minden. The 
pasta salad served at Steven in Incline 
Village. 

Hey, wait a minute, you say. Pasta's 
Italian. 

Right. And pickles originally came 
from German kitchens. Which points up 
one of the main ingredients in American 
cooking: Many old-world dishes are so 
integrated into our daily menus that we 
don't stop to think of what came from 
where. Some dishes, of course, are pure 
All-American inventions. 

Many of the places that serve 
American food, Nevada-style, don't put on 
airs. They're places like Landrum's, the 
green-and-white Reno landmark with its 
eight stools. Jim and Lorraine's on Main 
Street in Eureka, and the Windmill Cafe 

in Lovelock. The restaurant in Bruno's 
Country Club, a ravioli haven in Gerlach. 
Two Gals, a small and cozy spot on the 
Las Vegas side of Boulder City. 

Although you'll occasionally find such 
restaurants gussied up with fine antiques 
or avant garde chrome and leather, the 
decor usually is not fancy-maybe a plant 
or two on the window sills and a half­
dozen pictures on the walls. Even in a 
well-decorated casino coffee shop, the 
atmosphere most likely is fancier than the 
prices.-CE 

LAS VEGAS 
Alias Smith and Jones-54 I E. Twain, 732-

7401. Beef stroganoff, catch of the day, total 
blackout cake. L, D. $, AE, MC, V, res. 

Circus CircuslSkyrise-734-0410. Prime rib, 
steak and shrimp. B, L, D. $, major. 

Ellis Island-4178 Koval Lane, 734·8638. 
Steamed clams, seafood, large and varied lamb 
selection, 24 hours. $$, AE, CB, V. 

Ferdinand's-5006 S. Maryland Pkwy, 798-6962. 
Complimentary shrimp, salmon marinated in 
whiskey. D. $$, major, res. 

F1amingo/Lindy's DeIi-733-3111. Grilled 

Photos: Stuart Murtland 



Rueben. ew York steak. marble cheesecake. B. 
L. D. S. major. 

FJamingolFlamingo Room-733-3111. Sea-
food salad bar. fresh fish of the day. veal cutlet 
Viennoise. B. L. D. S-SS. major. 

Imperial PalacelTeahouse--731 -3311. Full cof­
fee shop selections. B. L. D. S. major. 

MintlPromenade-387-MINT. Eight different 
food outlets including steaks. pizza. Chinese. and 
salad bar. B. L. D. S-S$. major. 

Mount Charleston Lodge-Kyle Canyon. 30 
miles NW of Las Vegas. 368-6899. Escargot 
omelet. duck with black bean sauce. B. L. D. 
US. AE. MC. V. res. 

Sands/Garden Room-733-5000. Spring chick­
en. salmon steak. B. L. D. S$. major. 

Union Plaza/Center Stage-386-2 I 10. Prime 
rib. lobster. bouillabaisse. D. $$S. major. res. 

LAUGHLIN 
Del Webb's Nevada ClublWheelhouse Cof­

fee Shop-Laughlin. 298-2512. Breakfasts. 
steak and lobster. B. L. D. $. MC. V. 

Edgewaterrrhe Embers-Laughlin. 298-2453. 
Steak. seafood. prime rib. stockyard midwestern 
beef. D. $S. major. res. 

Riverside/Gourmet Room- Laughlin. 298-
2535. Chateaubriand. Cajun dishes. steak and 
quail . rack of lamb. D. $$. major. re . 

Sam's Town Gold River/Sutter's MiII­
Laughlin. 298-2242. Mesquite-broiled steaks. 
Brunch Sat.-Sun. D. $S. AE. MC. V. 

RENO, SPARKS, CARSON AREA 
Bailywick' 124 Wonder St.. 786-7154. Gour-

met hamburgers. ribs. nachos. sundeck. L. D. $. 
major. 

Blue Heron- 902 S. Virginia. 786-4 11 0. Natural 
foods. L. D. S. res. 

Boomtown- I-80 at Verdi . 345-6000. Changing 
buffet. regular menu. Separate trucker's restaurant. 
B. L. D. S. major. 

Cafe 32-8195 S. Virginia St. . 853-3200. Cap­
ellini duck salad. London broil. smoked chicken. 
L. D. SS. major. 

Carson Valley InnIKatie' Minden. 782-
9711. Four-course prime rib dinner. teak and 
lobster. half-pound burgers. B. L. D. $. major. 

Comstock HotellMiner's Cafe-329-1880. 
One-pound New York steak dinner. breakfasts. hot 
sandwiches. 24 hours. S. major. 

Delta Restaurant- Virginia City. 847-0353. 
Hamburgers. sandwiches. breakfasts. B. L. D. $. 

Doc and Eddy's-515 Nichols. Sparks. 355-8636. 
Seafood burger. nachos. B. L. D. $$. major. 

EldoradolMardi Gras-786-5700. English sole. 
hrimp salad crois ant sandwich. won ton soup. 

B. L. D. S. major. 
John Ascuaga's Nugget/General Store-

Sparks. 356-3300. Prime rib. giant apple pancake. 
seafood Louis. B. L. D. $. major. 

John Ascuaga's NuggetIRotisseri 356-
3300. Buffet with menu that includes rack of lamb 
and scampi. Sunday brunch. L. D. $-SS. major. 

Harolds ClublNickelodeon- 329-088I . Chi-
nese food. custom omelets. B. L. D. S. major. 

Harrah's/Garden Room-786-3232. Eggs Bene­
dict. avocado clubhouse. triple dragon. B. L. D. $. 
major. 

Harrah's/Skyway- 786-3232. Buffets. brunch on 
Sunday. B. L. D. SS. major. 

Holiday InnlGreenhouse--585I S. Virginia 
St .. 825-2940. Sandwiches. burgers. dinners. B. 
L. D. S. major. 

Marie Callendar's-3255 S. Virginia St. . 826-
1065. Chicken pot pie. pasta dishes. pies. L. D. 
SS. MC. V. 

Ormsby House/Comstock---<::arson City. 882-
1890. Juicy burgers. prime rib. all day breakfast 
menu. B. L. D. $. major. 

PeppermilVCotTee Shop-2707 S. Virginia 
St.. 826-2121. Fruit salads. vegetarian lasagna. 

LOU IS & LORRAINE ERREG UIBLE'S 

REAL 
BASQUE 
REVELRY 

AUTHENTIC BASQUE FOODS 
SERVED FAMilY STYLE 

LUNCHEON 1130-200 . DINNER FROM 6PM 

PRIVATE DINING ROOM FOR SPECIAL PARTIES 

Honoring 
AMERICAN EXPRESS • VISA 

MASTERCARD • CARTE BLANCHE 

PHONE 323-7203 
301 EAST FOURTH STREET 

FREE PARKING JUST J BLOCKS FROM CASINOS 

" RENO'S MOST UNIQUE 
DINING EXPERIENCE" 

Dna Paund NY Staak 
51-,."., 

SompZete 
~,"nne'1' 
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Marrone's 
LlIllch alld Italian 

Pasta Dillners 

2729 . Carson SL 
Car on City 883-7044 

LUNCH 
Monday thru Friday, 

11 :00-2:00 

DINNER 
Monday thru Thursday, 

5:30-8:30 
Friday & Saturday, 

5:30-9:30 

Clo cd Sundays and Holidays 

Cocktails and Wine Available 

Romantic Old World Atmo.phere 
Featuring the Recipe. of Chef "Marta" 

Serving La. Vega. SInce 1949 
Homemade and Imported Pa.ta. 

Milk-Fed Veal Seafood and Steak. 

CHEF "MAMA MARIA" NEVADA'S 
. 1st "RESTAURATEUR OF THE YEAR" 

Hom e of the 
Ultimate S eafood Experience 

Lobster eofaod Diovolo 

Lunch Dinner 
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sandwiche , gounnet omelets. B. L. D. $$. major. 
Oily's Family Restaurant- 1480 . Carson 
St. , Carson City, 882-29 2. Make your own 
omelet. daily specials. B. L. D. $, no credit card . 

harkey' Nugget-Gardnerville, 782-3 133. 
Prime rib is house pecialty. B, L. D. . no Cc. 

Walley' Hot pring Re ort outh of 
Genoa on Foothill Rd.. 83-6556 or 782- 155. 
Prime rib, lobster tail. chicken Chardonnay. L. D. 
$$. AM. MC, V 

LAKE TAHOE 
Caesars Tahoe/Cafe Roma tateline. 588-

3515. Lamp chop . prime rib. breakfasts . B. L. 
D. $-$$$. major. 

Fire ign Ca~ Tahoe ity. CA., 9 16-5 3-
o 71 . Huevos ranchero . crepes. B. L. $. major. 

Harrah's/Tahoe Forest- Stateline. 58 -6611. 
Honey-dipped fried chicken. veal tew madeira. 
mahi mahi . B. L. D. . maj r. 

Harrah' Sierra tateline. 5 8-6611. Daily spe-
cials. Chinese entrees. B. L. D. $$. major. 

Harvey' Cafe Metr tate line. 58 -241 I. 
European sweet shop. coffees. B. L. D. $. 

High ierra/Sugar Pine Bistr tateline, 
588-621 I. Croissant . quiche. specialty coffees. 
B. L. D. $. 

High Sierra/Chicken and Rib Barn tate-
line. 588-62 1 I. Baby back ribs. chicken. 16-oz. 
ribeye steak. D. $. maj r. 

High ierraIFour eason ' tateline. 5 8-
62 1 I. offee shop. teak. B. L. D. . major. 

Hyatt/Alpine Jack' Incline. 83 1- 1111. Faji-
tas. piaa. sandwiches. B. L. D. . major. 

Steven- 341 Ski Way Blvd.. Incline. 832-0222. 
Homemade pasta. fresh ~eafood . mesquite-grilled 
lamb. outside deck. L. D. $$. major. res. 

Tahoe Queen . Lake Tahoe. CA .. 9 16-541 -
3364 . Evening dinner-dance cruise. prime rib or 
halibut. D. $$$. major. 

ELKO 
Benny' 1349 Idaho t.. 738-6745. hicken. 

gounnet hamburgers. B. L. D. . major. 
Commerical Hotel- 738-3 1 I. Breakfast:.. :.pe­

cials. dining room. B. L. D. $. major. 
Red Lion In 738-2 11 I . offee shop and 

gounnet restaurant. B. L. D. - . major. 
tockmen's Motor HOlel- 738-5 141. asino 
coffee shop. breakfasts and specials. evening 
dinner house. B. L. D. $- $. major. 

ARO D THE TATE 
Bruno' Country erlach. 557-2220. 

H me made ravioli and sauce. rib steak , home­
grown pork chops. B. L. D. , AE. M , V 

Burro Inn- Beatty. 553-2445. Homemade stews 
and oups. steak. seafood. B. L. D. $-$ . major. 

actus Pete's/Plateau Room- Jackpot. 1- 00-
82 1-3935 (evada) 1- 00-32 1-1103 (outside 

evada). hrimp Mediterranean en nambe, pepper 
teak Michelle. D. $$. major. 

Evah' Copper Queen- Ely, 289-4271. Prime 
rib. prawn . Mexican di hes. B. L, D. $-$ . 
major. 

Fallon ugget- Fallon, 423-3111 . Buffet . 
cials. B. L. D. -$$. major. 

Jailhouse/Cell Block Dining Hall- Ely, 

Mount Charle ton Lodge 

THENRA 
As the number of Nevada re taurants 

grows to more than I,OOO--with 725 in 
the Las Vegas area alone- the evada 
Restaurant A ociation i busy serving 
all manner of eaterie from fa t-food 
Franchi es to gounnet rooms. 

Begun in 1982, the nonprofit NRA 
help it member run their re taurant 
more efficiently. Directed by Executi ve 
Vice Pre ident Van Heffner, the NRA 
lobbie for members, organizes eminars 
and convention , provides infonnation 
about places to eat around the tate, and 
publi he Nevada Hospitality , a bi­
monthly trade magazine. 

Currently the RA represents 275 
restaurants and 119 allied members. Its 
sister organization, the evada Hotel and 
Motel As ociation, repre ents more than 
28,000 room , 72 member properties, and 
128 allied member hip . 

Heffner summarize the need for high­
quality service in the tate: "When a 
waitres provide a fre hly-brewed cup of 
coffee, a cocktail waitre s is courteou to 
a customer, and a maitre d' is graciou in 
seating a dinner party, the vi itor enjoy 
hi trip, and that's what makes Nevada 
succe sfu\." 

For more infonnation on the NRA or 
H&MA, wri te them at 3017 W 

Charleston Blvd. , Suite 50, Las Vega , 
V 89 102.-EK 

RESTAURANT KEY 
Each re taurant's Ii ting gives sample 

dishe ; whether breakfa t, lunch, or dinner 
are served; relative prices ($ to $$$$); 
credit cards; and if reservations are recom­
mended or required . Restaurant include 
NRA member and re taurants responding 
to infonnation querie . To phone, the area 
code i 702 throughout the tate. 

3033. Prime rib, scampi , ribs. D. $$, major. 
Lee' Restaurant/Old Fogy's Bar- Dayton, 

246-3435. Green chili burrito. steak. B. L, D 
(closed Tues.). $-$ , major. 

Peppermill- Mesquite, 346-5232. ightly dinner 
specials, Sunday champagne bunch. B, L, D. $$, 
major. 

earchlight Nugget earchlight, 297-1201. 
Homemade soup, IO-cent coffee, daily specials. B, 
L, D. $. MC, V 

i1ver mith/White Swan- Wendover, 664-
223 1. Crab legs, fil et mignon. D. $, major. 

tation House!Whi tie top-Tonopah, 482-
9777. Hamburgers, steak, eafood. B, L. D. $. 
AE, MC, V 

tockman'slNevada Room- Reno Highway. 
Fallon, 423-2 117. Steak and lobster, prime rib. 
B(weekend only). L, D. $-$$, major, res. 

Winners/Grandma's Hous Winnemucca, 623-
2511 . Steak, prime rib, lobster. D. $-$$, major. 



Lucy Lowy serves owner Lorraine Hunt and GM Joel Davies at The Bootlegger 

ITALIAN 
Traditions from north and south. 

Vi itors often are pleasantly surprised 
at the number of Italian restaurant in thi 
de ert tate, and e pecially in La Vega . 
In fact , one out of every seven restaurants 
in Las Vegas serves Italian food in one 
form or another. 

Among the state's longest-running 
family operation i The Bootlegger. 
Owner Lorraine Hunt ay, "My folk, 
Albert and Maria Perry, came to Las 
Vegas in 1943 for their health, and at that 
time Italian wa the popular ethnic food. 
My mother wa an exceptional cook, and 
she and my father later opened a erie of 
Italian re taurant ." Maria, at 70, i one 
of the state's oldest active chefs, coming 
in every morning to over ee the kitchen 
and ea on all the sauces. 

"There' no right or wrong way to 
cook an Italian di h," Hunt adds. "We 
serve lighter auces since my mother' 
background i from Padua, near Venice, 
in northern Italy." 

Photo: Patricia Mortati 

In thi country, Italian fare at fir t 
followed the recipe of immigrants from 
Sicily, Naples, and other parts of 
southern Italy. They tended to u e tomato­
base sauces, olive oil, and garlic a well 
as fish, eggs, chee e, and lamb. 

In recent year, northern cooking has 
become popular, with di hes prepared 
with butter, ponchetti (bacon), and virgin 
olive oil. Important al 0 are beef, pork , 
poultry, and veal, which when brai ed 
produce rich brown auce and are served 
with rice and fresh pa tao It i said that 
becau e of northern Italy' colder climate, 
meats there traditionally are cooked longer 
over the fire , both for the sauce and for 
warmth in the home. 

At Nevada's Italian re taurants, that 
warmth i sure to be there whether the 
cooking i from north or outh.-EK 
LAS VEGA 
Bally' Caruso' 739-4444. altimbocca alIa 

Romana. ovello alia Vesuvio. D. $$$. major. 

Continental Cuisine 
Exceptional Wine List 

Lunch & Dinner 
C1.",:d ~lInd .IY' and Iioliday, 

(702) 882-3353 
1112 . Car on t. 
Carson City, NV 

Dining 

". World Famous ~ 
Slot Machine 

SINCE 

1958 

Cuisine Magazine 

It!a t'b' !t 'C1 1l'~~' 
Saloon &, Resta uran t 

4250 OlITH VIRGI IA .;,.!~ 
&n.. RENO ~ 
~. --- fq Boos. "Props. ---

W HY 
lDOK 

FuRTHER? 

Steaks. Lobster . Ribs 
Lamb • Banquets. Drinks 

Prime Rib 

849-1500 

Halfway between Carson and Reno 
555 Highway 395 South. Washoe Valley 



Dinino b 
Battista's Hole in the Wall--4041 Audrie. 732-

1424. Tonellin i. veal piccante. D. $$. maj r. res. 
The Bootlegger- 5025 S. Eastern . 736-4939. 

Veal Lormine. seafood diabolo with linguine. 
angel hair pasta. L. D (closed Mon.). $-$$. major. 

Di Martino' 2797 S. Mary land Pkwy.. 732-
18 17. Lasagna. seafood. D. $-$$. major. res. 

Fortunato' 3430 E. Tropicana Ave .. 458-3333. 
Shrimp Italiano. chicken angelo. L. D. $. major. 

GoldenNuggetlStefano' 385-7 1 I I.Cioppino. 
pastas. L (except Sun.). D. $$$$. major. res. 

Manfrede's Limelight- 2340 E. Tropicana. 739-
141 0. Veal marsala. linguin i tutto mare. scampi 
diavolo. D. $$. major. res. 

Napol i--4 180 S. Jones Blvd .. 876-0080. Steamed 
clams. seafood. D (except Sun.). $$. V 

Olive Garden- 1545 E. Ramingo Rd .. 735-00 2. 
Venetian grilled chicken. L. D. $. AE. De. V 

Palace tationIPa ta Palac ff 1-15. 367-
2411 . paghetti. linguine. D. $. M . V 

Piero' 900 Karen Ave .. 369-2305. Italian-style 
veal. seafood. chicken. D. $$$$. major. res. 

Poppa Gar' 1624 W. Oakey. 384-45 13. Giant 
breakfasts. quail . unusual soups. B. L. D (closed 
Sun.). $. no e. 

That's ltalian--4601 W. Sahara Ave .. 873-8055. 
Veal Milanaise. linguine. D. $$. AE, MC, V. res. 

The Vineyard- 3630 S. Maryland Pkwy.. 73 1-
1606. Bountiful salad bar. fresh-baked bread and 
pizza. L. D. $. AE. MC. V 

Tropicana/Rhaposody- 739-2222. Scampi and 
salmon. non hem Italian. D. $$$$. major. res. 

Two Guys from Italy- 1280 S. Decatur. 70-
5192. Cioppino. fettucine specialties. eastern 
milkfed veal. L. D. $$. major. 

RENO, PARKS, CARSON AREA 
Bally's/Caruso' 789-2000. Fresh oysters. 

cannelloni . calamary. D. $$$. major. res. 
Cicero' 1695 S. Virginia St. . 329-258 1. 

ontinental. fresh seafood. lobster on a bed of 
pasta. L (Mon.-Fri .). D. $$$. major. res. 

EldoradolLa Strada- 786-5700. Saltimbocca. 
gnocchi al pesto. mvioll i verdi con pinac i. D 
(closed Wed.-Thurs .). $$. major res. 

Leonardo' 2450 S. Virginia St. . 827-6200. 
ightly 4-course special. D. $$-$$$. major. res. 

Marrone' 2729 . Carson St. . Carson City. 
883-7044. Design your own dish from selection 
of pastas and sauces. L. D. $-$$. major. 

Reghetti's--643 1 S. Virginia St.. 85 1-0300. 
Seafood. The Roman Orgy. L. D. $$. major. res. 

paughi' 1573 S. Virginia St. . 323-5339. 
campi. spinach fettucini . D. $$. major. res. 

Two Guys From Italy- 350 1 S. Virginia St. . 
826-3700. Itali an cuisine. L. D. $-$$. major. 

LAKE TAHOE 
Caesar Tahoe/Primavera tateline. 588-

35 15. Seafood frittata. crepes. D. $$. major. res. 
Michaelangelo's Ca~ ki Run and .S. 50. 

South Lake Tahoe. CA.. 9 16-54 1-5966. Fettu ini 
Alfredo. chicken Oscar. B. L. D. $. major. 

RiKht touch at Harolds Presidential Car 
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Michel and Muriel Cervantes welcome 
French food lovers to fA Table Francaise. 

FRENCH 
& CONTINENTAL 

CIa ical ga tronomic . 

In French cooking, the di shes are 
classic. As Juli a Child , probably the best­
known authority on French cooking in 
the U.S. , say, "The French are eldom 
intere ted in unu ual combination or 
urpri e pre entation . With an enormou 

background of traditional dishe to choo e 
from the Frenchman take hi 
greate t plea ure from a well -known di h 
impeccably cooked and erved." 

Nevada i n't nouveau as far a French 
food is concerned. In the 1870 
Virginia City , frog legs and crepe 
erved at the International Hotel. 

But vi itor to Nevada are often 
surpri ed to di scover the abundance of 
good French and continental restaurants in 
the Silver State. In Reno. La Table 
Francaise has gue ts who regularl y make 
the four-hour drive from San Franci co 
just for dinner. In La Vegas. French 
devotees can dine in settings ranging from 
Gigi ' posh room in Bally's to Cafe 
Michelle's outdoor patio. 

The French food they erve can be 
divided into two basic categories-haute 
cuisine and country French. Included in 
the former are di hes such as fi h ouffles 
and an endle array of food encased in 
puff pa try. many of them created for 
19th-century nobility . Although it 
beginnings were more humble. country 
French- with peasant di he such a 
cassoulets (beans cooked with meat) and 
th ick soups uch as bouillabais e- has 

caught up with haute cui ine 0 that now 
it i quite as ophi ticated to dine on 
ragout of beef a on veal Cordon Blue. 

Most of the following restaurants are 
more properly called continental than 
French since they offer menu item from 
other European cui sine a well, uch a 
Swi s fondue; Italian veal piccata; and 
dobos torte, the many-layered chocolate­
filled cake from Hungary.--CE 

LA VEGAS 
Alexis Park HotellPegasu 375 E. Hamon. 

796-3300. Roa t duckling. escargot. D. $$$$. 
AE. MC. V res. 

Andre's--401 S. 6th St. . 3 5-5016. French. Dover 
sole veronique. ouffle . L. D. $$$. major. re . 

Aristocrat-850 S. 6th St.. 870-1977. French. 
cia ique 0 0 bucco. L. D. $$$. major. re . 

Bally' Gigi- 739-4444. French. foie de veau 
aute Gigi. cote de veau nouveau Prince Orloff. D. 

$$$$. major. 
Barbary CoastIMichael' 737-7111. Imponed 

Dover sole. chateaubriand for two. D. $$$. major. 
Botany' 1700 E. Ramingo Rd.. 737-6662. 

Chicken Frangelico. hrimp. D. $$$. major. re . 
Caesar PaiaceIBacchanal-73 1-7 I I O. Roman 

banquet. D (closed Tues.-Wed.). $$$$. major. res. 
aesar PalacelPalace Court- 731-7110. Lan­
gou tine . teak Diane. D. $$$$. major. re . 

Four Queens/Hugo' Cellar- 385-4011. Veal 
Dijonai e. roti erie duckling flambe ani e. filet 
DeBoeuf-Atlanlis. D. $$-$$$. major. res. 

FrontierlDiamond Jim' 734-0110. Roast 
prime rib with Yorkshire pudding. veal francaise . 
D (clo ed Mon.-Tue .) $$$$. major. re . 

Golden uggetlElaine' 385-7111. Veal 
chop. bra e of quail. D. $$$$. major. re . 

Lady LuckIBurgundy Room-384-4680. Deep 
sea callop. toumedo Ro ini . D. $$. maj .. res. 

La Vegas HiltonILe Montrachet-732-5111. 
Dover ole. medallions of veal. extensive wine 
li st. D. $$$$. major. res. 

Marina/Captain's Cabin- 739-1500. Veal chop 
with bourbon sauce. scampi . D. $$$. major. 

Pamplemou 00 E. Sahara.733-2066. 
French. waiter recites the day' special dishe . no 
menu. D (except Mon.). $$$. major. re . 

RivieraIDelmonico' 734-5110. Moules 
Dijonaise. boullabaisse. D. $$$$. major. re . 

aharaIHou e of Lord 737-2 111. Steak 
Diane. roa t rack of lamb. D. $$$. major. 

andsIRegency Room- 733-5000. Scampi 
provencale. beef Wellington. D. $$$-$$$$. major. 

Tropicana/Rhapsody- 739-2222. Dover ole. 
clams casino. D. $$$$. major. re . 

RENO. PARK. CAR ON AREA 
Adele' 111 2 . Carson St.. Carson City. 82-

3353. Moroccan. Spani h dishes. Cajun food. 
fresh eafood. L. D. $$-$$$. Me. V res. 

Bally' Cafe Gigi- 789-2000. French. cracked 
crab. snails. lob ter bisque. D. $$$$. major. res. 

Chez Bernard--432 E. 4th St.. 323-6262. French 
continental cuisine. D. $$$. major res. 

EldoradolThe Vintage-786-5700. Fre h Sono­
ma duckling. chateaubriand. prawns amareno. D 
(closed Mon.-Tues.). $$. major. res. 

Galena Forest Inn- 17025 Mt. Rose Hwy .. 849-
2100. Swis continental. rahmschnitzel. scampi . 
D (except Mon.-Tues.). $$$. AE. Me. V. res. 

HaroldslPresidenlial Car- 329-0881 . Steak. 
lobster. shrimp. veal Oscar. D. $$. major. res. 

Harrah' Steak Hou 786-3232. Steak Diane. 
fresh fi sh daily. roast rack of lamb. L (Mon.­
Fri .). D. $$$. major. res. 

La Table Francai 3065 W. 4th St.. 323-
3200. French cuisine. Mobile Guide 4-star 
restaurant. D (closed Sun.-Mon.). $$$. major. res. 

Photo: Stuart Murtland 



Reno's most 
unique restaurant 

SEAFOOD • STEAK • SCOTCH BAR 

MacKay's is located at one of the Reno 
area's more familiar landmarks featuring a 
contemporary menu of your favorites, orig­
inal house specialties and fresh seafood. 

7Il~X~:' 
S/-.· FOOD · ST/-:A/, • SCOTCII BA R 

336 Mill Street 348-6222 Open 7 days 
Weekends 4:30 - 10:30 p.m. 

Weekdays 11 :00 a.m . - 10:30 p.m. 
Convenient Downtown location 

Restaurant and Bar 
124 Wonder St., Reno 

786-7154 

GOOD FOOD - GOOD DRINK 
GOOD TIMES 

GOURMET V2 -LB. HAMBURGERS 
CHICKEN - RIBS - NACHOS 

FAMOUS HOMESTYLE FRENCH FRIES 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

Monday-Thur day 
11 :00 a.m . to 11 :00 p .m . 

Friday- aturday 
11 :00 a.m . to 12:00 p .m . 

unday 
12:00 noon to 9 :00 p .m . 

1 

Dining 
~ 

Panda Kitchen 
1~~ ~Jf I~ .,~? ~({) ~ 
Chinese Restaurant 
Fine ~ I andarin and Szechuan Cuisine 
Lunch. Dinner and Food \0 go 
.\Ionday-Saturday: 

Lunch - II :00 am :;:00 pm 
Dinner - 5:00 pm - IO:OO pm 

Sunday: 
Lunch - 12:00 .HlO pm 
Dinner - .1:00 pm - 9:.10 pm 

702/ 882-8128 
(Iocaled in Car..on Cil) Square Shopping Cenll'r 
h) Ihe ,ide or Luck') SUllemmkel) 

\"ba. \I C . />( Am E\ pre" 

EICharro 
Avitia 
Authentic Mexican Food 

4389 S. Carson St. 
Carson City, NV 
(702) 883-6261 

970 N. Main St. 
Bishop, CA 
(619) 872-5516 

1337 N China Lake BI. 
Ridgecrest, CA 
(619) 446-7422 

20401 Valley Blvd. 
Tehachapi , CA 
(805) 822-7611 

Avel Avitia ,President 
-----

Monday-Friday, 11 am-10 pm 
Saturday-Sunday, 5 pm-10 pm 
Accept AE , MC, VISA 



Dining 
~ 

OG's Classic Cuisine---442 Flint. 329-1173. 
Pheasant. trout. naming di shes served tableside, 
set in Victorian home. L, D. $$$, major. res. 

Ormsby House!Woody's-Carson City. 
1890. Rack of lamb persillade. veal Cordon Bleu. 
L {Tues.-Fri.}, D {Tues.-Sat.}. $$-$$$. major. 

Reno HiltonfTop of the Hilton- 322-1111. 
Continental. steak Diane. veal 0 ar. bouil­
labai se. D. $$$. major. res. 

LAKE TAHOE 
Caesars TahoelLe Posh-Stateline. 

{Formerly the Edgewood.} Fetttucine. crayfish 
annisene. D (closed Sun.-Mon.) $$$$. major. res. 

Harrah's TahoefI'he Summit- Stateline, 588-
6611. Cajun blackened red fi sh. filet mignon. 
bananas Foster. D. $$$$. major. res. 

Harvey's/Sage Room- Stateline. 588-2411. 
Rack of lamb Persaille. prime dry aged cuts of 
beef, beef Wellington. D. $$$. major. res. 

Harvey's/Top of the Wheel- Stateline. 588-
2411 . Continental cuisine. mahi mahi with 
macadamia bourbon. D. $$$. major. res. 

High Sierra/Stetson' Stateline. 588-6211. 
Rack of lamb. chateaubriand. duck a la presse. D. 
$$$, major, res. 

Hyatt/Hugo' Incline. 831 -11 II . Five-star duck-
ling. fresh seafood. Iamb. D. $$$. major .. res. 

OG's Classic Cuisine. Reno 

#~~ai !e?cla 
MEXICA RE TA RA T 

Fine Mexican Food & Spirit 
Incline Village 

Lake Tahoe 

702/831-8300 
931 Tahoe Blvd . 

Incline Village, NV 89450 
Vis,l . Maslerc.ud & Aml' rican E'press 
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Louis' tables are filII of luncheon guests on Friday, also known as Hang Loose Day. 

BASQUE 
Where eating at 0 mean meeting. 

No one ever went away from a Basque 
dinner hungry. 

And no one ever went away from the 
table a stranger. 

When you it down to a dinner in a 
Ba que re taurant, you may not know the 
people you're itting with. But after an 
hour or 0 of haring the content of a 
steaming tureen of oup, of pa ing 
platter heaped with roast lamb and 
sweetbread , of pouring the wine, you'll 
have met an Engli h professor from 
Brigham Young, a ranch hand from 
out ide Elko, the local district attorney, 
and a half dozen other uch character . 

Making friend at a Ba que table i a 
rather trange phenomenon, when you 
think of it, becau e putting away all the 
food that appear on your plate can be a 
fulltime job. 

Two meat di hes per meal are 
obligatory-maybe fried chicken, often 
teak. Calamary, tongue, and lamb are 

also popular. There's vegetable soup; 
French frie , spaghetti , or rice; tossed 
salad; and thick slab of French bread to 
keep the meat platter company on the 
long, family- tyle tables. For des ert, tlan 
(a caramelized cu tard) or ice cream are 
traditional, and there's always red wine. 

Although you are a ured of plenty of 
food and conver ation, don't expect more 
than a red-checked tablecloth as far a 
decoration is concerned. Chance are, 
though, you'll be too busy talking and 
eating to notice.-CE 

RENO 
Louis' Basque Corner- 301 E. 4th St. . 323-

7203. Sweetbreads. tripe. paella. other seafood 
di hes. L. D. $$. major. res. 

anta Fe Hotel-235 Lake St. , 323-1891. Stew. 
chops. chicken. Basque card games. L. D. $$, no 
Cc. 

GARDNERVILLE 
Carson Valley Country Clu U.S. 395 two 

mile outh of Gardnerville, 265-3715. Beef 
tongue stew. crab andwich, cabbage soup. L 
(except Sun.), D. $-$$, no Cc. 

J&T Bar- 1426 Main St., 782-2074. Top sirloin 
steak. oxtail , tongue stew. chicken and rice. L. D 
(closed Sun. ). $$. no CC. 

Overland Hotel-691 Main St. . 782-2138. Lamb 
chop , steak, chicken. homemade French frie . L, 
D (closed Mon.). $$. MC. V 

WINNEMUCCA 
Martin Hotel- Railroad and Melarkey, 623-3 197. 

Liver and onions, hamburgers, steak, tongue. L, 
D. $$, MC. V 

Ormachea's Dinner House-U.S. 95 and Melar­
key St. . 623-3455. Steak. chicken, oxtail soup. D 
(closed Sun.-Mon.). $, MC, V 

Winnemucca Hotel- 95 Bridge St. , 623-2908. 
Steak, lamb. L. D. $, MC, V DC. 

ELKO 
Biltoki-405 Silver St. , 738-9691. Tongue, prime 

rib, clams, SQuid. D (closed Wed.). $, MC, V 
Nevada Dinner Hou 35 1 Silver St. , 738-

8485. Spaghetti , pork chops, shrimp, lamb ribs. 
D. $$, AE, MC, V. 

Star Hotel-246 Silver St., 738-9925. Chicken, 
Spanish omelets, steaks. and chops. D (except 
Sun.). $, MC. V 

ELY 
Ely Hotel- 765 Aultman St., 289-9900. Steaks. 

lamb, pork, French bread, wine, and cheese. D 
(closed Sun.). $$, no Cc. 

Photo: Stuart Murtland 



ORIENTAL 
From Szechwan to sushi. 

O riental food in Nevada traces immi­
gration trends over the years. Chinese 
food here dates back to the coming of the 
railroad and gold mines to the Silver 
State. A hundred years later, Vietnamese 
and Thai cuisine have surfaced as people 
flee troubled homelands. And yes, the 
sushi craze has hit as well. 

The end result is a plethora of places 
to choose from, whether you crave 
familiar chow me in or exotica with more 
than a hint of chile. No matter what, 
look for fresh vegetables cooked crisp, 
the zip of cilantro, and absolutely fresh 
fish. Try to eat with friends , for the fun 
of Oriental eating is trying lots of 
different dishes. Using chopsticks is not 
mandatory; in fact, many places don't 
even put them on the table. -AM 

LAS VEGAS 
Bally'strracy's-739-4444. Mongo ngow, kung 

pao gai. D. $$$, major. 
Chinese Garden- 5485 W. Sahara, 876-5432. 

Oyster foo young. duck. L, D. $$, major. 
Chin's-Fashion Show Mall, 3200 Las Vegas 

BlvQ. S., 733-8899. Shark fin soup, Chin's beef, 
gounnet Chinese. L, D. $$$, major, res. 

Eli and Wong's-411O S. Maryland Pkwy., 737-
3400. More than 600 Italian and Chinese items. 
B, L, D. $$, major. 

Flamingo/Peking Market- 733-3 111. Nine-
course family dinner, lemon chicken and lobster 
Cantonese. D. $, major. 

Imperial PalacelMing Terrace--73 1-331 I. 
Shrimp egg foo young, almond duck. L, D. $$$. 
major, res. 

Las Vegas Hilton lBenihana ViI\age--732-
51 I I. Four restaurants: tempura, robata, 
sukiyaki, hibachi; animated show. D. $$$, major, 
res. 

RivieraIRik'shaw- 734-511O. Fine Cantonese 
cuisine. D. $, major, res. 

SaharaIDon the Beachcomber- 737-2111. Spe­
cializing in Polynesian dishes. Shrimp Hong 
Kong, bahala na combo. D. $$, AE. MC, V 

Silver Dragon- 151O E. Flamingo Rd., 737-
1234. Chinese fi sh steak, sizzling rice oup. L, 
D. $$, major. 

Tokyo Jllpanese--953 E. Sahara Ave., 735-
7070. Sushi hibachi tempura. L (except 
weekends), D. $$, major. 

TropicanaIMizuno's Teppan Dining-739-
2222. Tempura. hibachi. D. $$$, major, res. 

RENO, SPARKS, CARSON AREA 
Asian Garden- 1945 S. Virginia St. , 825-5510. 

Mandarin, Szechwan. L, D. $$, major, res. 
Bally's/China Seas-789-2000. Mandarin cook­

ing, Mongolian beef, cashew chicken. 0 (closed 
Mon.-Tues.). $$, major, res. 

EldoradolMardi Gras-786-5700. American and 
Chinese, war won ton soup, shrimp dishes. 24 
hours . $-$$, major. 

Golden Chopsticks-3335 Kietzke Ln., 827-
1515. Cantonese, Szechwan. B, L, D. $$, major. 

Great Wall-1717 S. Wells, ·322-1002. Szech­
wan, sizzling lobster planer, moo shu pork. L, 
D. $$, major. 

John Ascuaga's Nuggetffrader Dick's-
Sparks, 356-3300. Szechwan specialities, flaming 
dagger brochene. L, D. $$, major. 
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We're Showcasing 
the Reno area 's 

favorite hotel/ 
casino with a show­

stopping package 
lor two. 

The Nugget Showcase Package Is 3 days 
and 2 nights 01 'round-the-clock excitement 
- 2 nights In one 01 our buutHul hotel 
rooms, In evening 0/ top-name entertain­
ment, plus.the IIvt-slir service thlt makes 
tile Nugget tile RellO lrea's favorite pllce to 
pIIy. AI far IIIIIr $69 per PIfIOII. dlllbll 

_!IlC!III ..... 1I. till spot-
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Ichiban Japanese---{)35 N. Sierra St., 323-5550. 
Chef cooks lobster, vegetables at your table. 
Seating family-style. L, D. $$$, major. 

Mandarin-5089 S. McCarran Blvd., 827-0222. 
Beef with orange skin flavor, seafood sizzling 
plate, strawberry chicken. L, D. $$, major. 

Miramar House---202 Fairview Dr., Carson 
City, 882-0262. Pu pu planer, loveboat, Thai 
food also. L, D. $, major. 

Panda Kitchen-2416 Hwy. 50 E., Carson City, 
882-8128. Peking shrimp, house special duck, 
Mandarin and Szechwan. L, D. $, MC, V 

Sharon House-Virginia City, 847-0133. Chin­
ese food in a historic 19th-century building. L, 
D. $$, major. 

Yen Ching--565 W. Moana, 825-2451. Manda­
rin and Szechwan. L, D. $$, major. 

LAKE TAHOE 
Caesars TahoelEmpress Court-Stateline, 

588-3515. Szechwan, Mandarin, Cantonese, 
lobster. D. $$, major, res. 

Sato Japanese-3436 Hwy. 50, South Lake 
Tahoe, CA., 9 16-541 -3769. Chicken teriyaki, 
tempura, California roll salad, sushi. L, D. $, 
major. 

Sushi House-3733 Hwy. 50, South Lake 
Tahoe, CA., 916-542-1242. Chicken teriyaki and 
tempura shrimp. L (except Mon.) D. $$, major. 

MEXICAN 
Salsa, beans, and margaritas. 

Because Nevada has a good selection 
of Mexican restaurants, it's not hard to 
relieve a craving for menudo or rellenos. 
But what truly makes a good Mexican 
meal? There are probably as many 
answers as diners; here are a few clues: 

• Fresh salsa. preferably made from 
fresh tomatoes and sprinkled with 
parsley's spicy cousin, cilantro. 

• Shredded beef in tacos. Hamburger 
is purely an American aberration. 

• Chunky refried beans-and enough 
spice to take away the blandness. 

• Generous amounts of good quality 

cheese and onions in cheese enchiladas, 
which should be prepared as carefully as 
their meaty counterparts. 

• Non-frozen margaritas. Siurpies were 
meant for convenience stores, not for 
mixing lime juice and tequilla. 

• And camitas, a delectable mixture of 
roast pork, sl\lsa, and spices all folded 
into a soft flour tortilla. A little hard to 
find, but worth the search.-AM 

LAS VEGAS 
Hacienda Hote1lLa Cocina-739-89I I. Taco 

salad, seafood stir-fry. B, L, D. $, major. 
Ricardo's--2380 E. Tropicana, 798-4515, and 

4300 Meadows Lane, 870-1088. Steak picado, 
came asada. L, D. $$, AE, DC, MC, V res. 

Sam's TownIWilly and Jose's--5111 Boulder 
Hwy., 456-7777. Enchiladas, rellenos de 
Cangrejo. D. $, AE, MC, V 

Taqueria Mexico--I612 Civic Center Dr., North 
Las Vegas, 649-7000. Posole, menudo. L, 0 
(closed Tues.). $, major. 

Viva Zapata's--3540 W. Sahara Ave., 873-7228. 
F1auta camerones, polio ala Zapata. L, D. $, AE, 
MC, V, res. 

RENO, SPARKS, CARSON AREA 
EI Charro Avitia-4389 S. Carson St., Carson 

City, 883-6261. Flauta, chimichanga, com­
binations, margaritas. L (Mon.-Fri.), D. $$, AE, 
MC, V. 

Hacienda Del Sol-2935 S. Virginia St. , 825-
7144. Giant burritos, chimichangas, margaritas. 
L, D. $$, MC, V, res. for 8 or more. 

Mama's Mexican-1553 S. Virginia St., 323-
1520. Mama's original nachos, margaritas. L, D. 
$$, MC, V. 

Miguel's Mexican- 1415 S. Virginia St. , 323-
2722. Menudo, came asada. L, D. $$, major. 

Pipeline Inn- 1681 Hwy. 395, Minden, 782-
7408. Shrimp and crabmeat tostadas, quesadillas, 
Spanish omelets, fried ice cream. L, D. $, major. 

Western ViliagelPancho and Willie's--Off 1-
80, Sparks, 331- 1069. Fajitas, chili verde. L 
(res.), D. $$, major. 

LAKE TAHOE 
Hacienda de la Sierra-93I Tahoe Blvd., 

Incline, 831-8300. Fajitas, chimichangas, 
combination plates. D. $, AE, MC, V 

Harvey'slEl Vaquero-Stateline, 588-2411. 
Camerones Veracruz, fajitas, camitas. L, D. $$, 
major. 

The Pipeline Inn in Minden , one of many south of the border Nevada eateries. 

Photo: Jay Aldrich 



Flavors of the pampas at the Tropicana. 

SURF&TURF 
Steak and seafood spots. 

Nevada' first steakhou e wa probably 
a flap-doored tent in orne mining camp a 
million miles from white linen and fine 
china. Or it might have been a cookhou e 
on a ranch just a few feet away from 
where the cattle grazed. 

You'll find today' teakhou es in big­
city casinos, on small-town main treet , 
and along highways throughout the tate. 
Many of those establi hment also serve 
eafood. Surf and turf seem to go hand in 

hand- if not on the arne plate, at lea t 
they are often on the arne menu. It may 
seem incongruous in a state known for its 
desert , but many Nevada re taurants, 
including those that pecialize in fi h, 
have fre h catche flown in daily.-CE 

LAS VEGA 
Bally'slBarrymore' 739-4444. Roa t rack of 

lamb, prime rib, assoned seafoods. D. $$$, major. 
Bourbon Street CasinolFrench Market- 120 

E. Aamingo, 737-7200. Cajun food, chicken, 
seafood. B, L, D. $$, major. 

Circus Circus/Steak House-734-04 10. Steak, 
prime rib, lobster, seafood appetizers flown in 
fre h daily. D. $$, major, res. 

The Flame-I E. Desen Inn Rd., 735-4431. Filet 
mignon, ponerhouse. 24 hours. $$$, major. 

FJamingolBeef Barron-733-3 111. Prime rib 
special, chateau briand, crisp roast duck. D. $$­
$$$, major. 

Gold Strike InnIBiII's Steak Hou 
Between Boulder City and Hoover Dam. 293-
5000. Steaks, lobster. B, L, D. $$, major. 

Golden Corral-4711 Spring Mountain Rd., 367-
6703. Sirloin, ribeye, shrimp. L, D. $, major. 

Golden Steer- 308 W. Sahara, 384-4470. Steak. 
quail, game dishes. D. $$$, AE, DC, MC, V. res. 

Hacienda/Charcoal Room-739-89 I I. Veal 
chop, queen and king filet mignon, mesquite­
broiled seafood. D. $$$, major. 

Holiday CasinoiClaudine's--369-5ooo. Steak 
and seafood. open kitchen, cozy piano lounge 
nearby, excellent wine list. D. $$. major, res. 

Jeremiah's--l71 E. Tropicana, 736-3044. Steak , 
salads, dessens. D. $$, major. 

Landmark! unset Room-733- 1110. Choice 
seafood, prime rib and steak. D. $$$, major. 

MarinaIPort of CaI1-739-15oo. Shrimp and 
seafood Veniceo, Alaskan king crab leg , prime 

rib dinners. D. $$-$$$, major. 
Miller's Family Steak Hou 1401 

Decatur, 646-3354. Steaks, chop. L, D. $$, AE, 
MC, V 

Port Tack-3190 W. Sahara Ave., 73-3345. 
Seafood appetizers, steak , lobster. 24 hours. $$, 
major, re . 

Red Lobster-2325 E. Aamingo. 731-01 19. 
Fi herman' planer, teak. L, D. $$, major. 

tarboard Tack-2601 Atlantic, 457-8794. Sea­
food, salad bar. L, D. $$, major. 

StardustIMoby Dick- 3ooo Las Vegas Blvd. 
S., 732-6 111. Roast prime rib, chicken angelo, 
shrimp scampi. D. , major. 

Tropicana/EI Gaucho teak Hou 739-
2222. Ponerhouse steak, oy ters on the half 
shell . D. $$, major, res. 

The Tillerman-2245 E. Aamingo Rd., 731-
4036. Sole, bay scallops in cream sauce. Cajun 
swordfish. D. $$, major. 

RENO, SPARKS, CARSON AREA 
Bally'slBounty- 789-2ooo. Steamed clams, 

cracked half crab, oysters. L, D. $, major. 
Bally'slSteak Hous 789-2000. Broiled T­

bone steak, Columbia River salmon. L (except 
Sat.-Sun.), D (except Sun.-Mon.). $. major. 

Carson Nugget/ teak Hous arson City, 
2-1626. Steaks and seafood. D. $$, major. 

Cattlemen' 555 Hwy. 395 South in Washoe 
Valley. 849-1500. Sirloin, filet mignon, lobster, 
Alaska king crab. D. $$, AE, MC. V 

Circus CircuslHickory Pit- 329-0711 . One­
pound prime rib, ew York steak. D. $$, major. 

Harrah'slSeafar 786-3232. Fresh fish 
specials, calamary, lobster tail , veal parmigiana, 
eggplant Romano. L, D. $$$, major, res. 

Hei '- 107 E. Telegraph St., Carson City, 882-
9012. Petite fi let. Alaskan crab. L, D. $$. major. 

Hungry Tiger-3127 S. Virginia St.. 827-4 111. 
Live Maine lobster, chicken teriyaki , stuffed 
trout. L, D. $$-$$$. AE, MC. V res. 

Inn Cognito---Genoa. 782-889 . Calamary, scal­
lop Suzanne, chicken Inn Cognito. D (closed 
Tues.). $$, major. 

Jeremiah' 80 E. Plumb Ln., 827-20 O. Baby 
back pork ribs, filet Oscar. fresh seafood. L, D. 
$$-$$$, major, re . 

John Ascuaga's Nugget/John' Oyster Bar 
-Sparks, 356-3300. Lazyman' cioppino, sea­
food stews. L, D. $$, major. 

John Ascuaga's Nuggetn'he teak House 
parks. 356-3300. Prime rib, steak and 

lobster. snapper. shrimp Louis. L, D. $$. major. 
Liberty Belle-4250 S. Virginia St. , 825-1776. 

Prime rib, spinach salad. L, D. $$, major. 
MacKay' 336 Mill St. , 348-6222. Marinated 

lamb chop , fre h seafood, crepe , scotch bar. L 
(Mon.-Fri.), D. $$, AE, MC, V, res. 

Pink House--Genoa, 782-3939. Fre h fish, gren­
adine of beef, lobster. L, D (clo ed Mon.). $$­
$$$, MC, V, res. 

Rapscallion-1555 S. Wells, 323-1211. About 
30 selections of fresh fi sh daily. L, D. $$$, AE, 
MC. V, res. 

The 19th HoI 1200 Razorback Rd. at Lake-
ridge Golf Course, 825- 1250. Steaks, scampi. L, 
D. $$$, major, re . 

Western Village Casino/Steakhouse-Off 1-
80, Spark , 33 1-1069. Prime rib, Au tralian lob­
ter, veal scallopini , steak Diane. D. $, major. 

LAKE TAHOE 
Caesars TahoelBroiler Roo tateline, 588-

3515. Steak, fre h fish. D. $$$, major, re . 
Harrah's TahoelFriday's tation-Stateline, 

588-6611. Seafood, steaks. L, D. $$$, major, 
res. 

Harvey'sl eafood Grotto-Stateline, 588-
2411. Wide seafood selection. L, D. $$$, major. 

HyattIPines--lncline, 831 -1111. Seafood fettu­
cine, prime rib. D. $$, major. 

Dining 
~ 

For a Taste of 
The Real Nevada ... 

Famous 
Martin 
Hotel 

(Since 1900) 
~~~ 

Basque & American 
lunches & dinners 
served family style. 

Winnemucca. Nevada 
(702) 623·3197 
lOur Hostess. 
Susan fouchel 
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Dining 
~ 

- -

THE 
PINK HOUSE 

RESTAURANT 
in charming Genoa 

Superb Continental 
Fireside Dining 

featuring nightly specials 

Victorian Atmosphere 
Summertime Patio Dining 

Catering Service 

Your hosts: 
Chef Patrick Henry 

& Leslie Glenn 

702/782-3939 
Reservation s Suggested 

In Historic Genoa 
at the corner of Foothill 

and Genoa Lane 

Heiss' 
~~eak~ 
SeafooU 
'It Carson City tradition 

for over seventeen years!" 

Absolutely the finest in 
steaks , seafood and 

atmosphere. 

Piano Bar Entertainment 

One block south of 
the Nugget Casino 

107 E. Telegraph St. 
Carson City, NY 

702/882-9012 
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Mining and Dining 
As the author describes in Bacon, Beans, and Galantines, 

a new University of Nevada Press book, western miners revolutionized 
the art of dining out. 

By Joseph R. Conlin 

For half a century after 1849, fresh 
strikes of precious metal in Nevada and 
other parts of western North America 
resulted in repeated rushes and those brief 
heady epochs when a camp was "wide 
open." Then the dream of sudden riche 
kindled anew in the breasts of the miners 
and those who accompanied them in their 
zig-zagging, criss-crossing odyssey from 
California to Colorado, from Alaska to 
southern Arizona. 

The repeated reinvigoration of notions 
and practices born in California led to the 
creation of a culture, or at least a 
mentality, that included within it a 
number of food ways that, had they 
tnought about them much, Americans 
"back East" would have found peculiar. 

"Eating out" at restaurants, which 
comparatively few Americans did in the 
19th century, was common practice 
among gold and si lver miners until the 
high-grade veins of ore beneath Goldfield 
pinched out during the 1910s. 

The frontier miners' taste for spicy, 
saucy, fancy, "Frenchy" food, at least on 
special occasions, was a food way most 
Americans would have found pretentious, 
if not subversive and risky to the 
digestion. To most Americans during the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries, quan­
tity, and not particularly the quality of the 

feed, was the index of a special meal. 
Another curiosity among the miners' 

foodways is that while the customs forged 
in California in the 1850s were passed 
along from new camp to new camp, there 
was comparatively little "development" in 
the food culture. When Jim Butler, as 
crusty a sourdough as ever Hollywood 
could create, hammered his pick into a 
mountain in southern Nevada in 1900 and 
discovered it was "solid silver," his burro 
was carrying the same utilitarian grub-­
beans, bacon, flour, and saleratus-with 
which, five decades earlier, the '4gers 
trudged from Sacramento or Stockton into 
the Sierra. The only advantage over his 
predecessors Butler might have enjoyed 
was in canned goods. 

The miners' boarding restaurant was 
not unique to the West, but in its 
centrality in the meal-taking customs of 
the mining frontier, the eating house at 
which one could board by the week or 
buy a meal as a "walk-in" was peculiar. 
Virtually unique to the mining country 
was the fact that such eateries 
often-usually-remained open 24 hours 
a day. We owe our own all-night 
businesses to the age of cheap electrical 
power, of course. But the western miners 
developed them first, for better or for 
worse, even before the gaslit age. 

Photo: Central Nevada Historical Society 



The miners used the term "boarding 
house" to apply to all sorts of eateries. 
San Francisco's What Cheer and Butte's 
"Big Ship," which served thousands of 
meals daily, were sometimes called 
boarding houses, as was the table set for 
two or three boarders in the silicosis 
widow's small house, and the "boarding 
tent" kept for 10 men at Fairview, 
Nevada, "by a big raw-boned farm woman 
from Kansas who smoked a corncob 
pipe filled with Bull Durham tobacco." 

Whatever they meant, gold and silver 
miners shunned the practice of eating and 
sleeping at the same address, and 
particularly at company-operated 
cookhouses. Even at very small mines, 
employees expected to find their own 
dining accommodations. 

Like the miners' yen for highly spiced 
foods, this preference contrasted sharply 
with the habits of western loggers, who 
virtually insisted on company-provided 
meals as part of their pay. 

In addition, while mining towns were, 
like logging camps, usually far from 
major urban centers, they were fixed sites 
and often CItIes, where private 
entrepreneurs offered competitive prices, 
variety, and, in the case of the finer 
houses, some extraordinary meals. A 
company cookhouse, particularly if eating 
there was compulsory, would have been 
an unacceptable imposition. 

Finally, because capital preceded labor 
in the forests-there had to be an 
employer before there was large-scale 
logging-the loggers were inclined to 
"think proletarian." Being employees was 
fundamental to their self-perception. Their 
camaraderie on the job carried over to 
collective ways after hours, including 
while at table. 

The world of the miners, however, was 
shaped by strong individualism and 
entrepreneurship. Neither the wild-eyed 
'4ger nor the tens of thousands of men 
who rushed to the site of new strikes 
throughout the second half of the 19th 
century thought in terms merely of "a 
good job," with or without good meals. 
The gnawing hope that, just maybe, they 
would strike it rich and retire to the good 
life on Nob Hill, or to nothing more than 
a spree at some high desert hog ranch, 
continued to inform miner mentality to 
the very last days of the mining frontier. 

Reprinted with permission from 
Bacon, Beans, and Galantines: Food and 
Foodways on the Western Mining 
Frontier, © Joseph R. Conlin, 1986 (246 
pages, 60 photos and illustrations), 
University of Nevada Press. This 
hardcover book ($27.50) is available at 
bookstores or from the University of 
Nevada Press, Reno, NV 89557-0076 

Dining 
L-

"The friendly place to 
meet and eat! " 

The difference between 
eating and dining. 

Dining. It means so much more than simply sitting down to 
a meal. It encompasses service, atmosphere and an outstand­
ing dinner chosen from a menu exhibiting both taste and 
imagination . 

At Stetson's, our goal is to provide such an experience. To set 
the standard for fine dining at Lake Tahoe. 

Dine with us tonight at Stetson's, Tahoe's finest restaur,lI1t. 

Continental Cuisine • Steaks • Seafood 
Special Wild Game menu. 

Reservations from -l pm· SHH-6211 
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Cow County Chow Houses 
So you think you've seen haute cuisine? You haven't eaten 

till you've tried Bruno's ravioli , Sharkey's prime rib, 

One of the best things about traveling 
in rural Nevada i discovering a great new 
eatery in some far-off comer of the state. 
Nevada i filled with all kinds of diners- in­
the-rough that serve up good food as well 
as healthy side portions of atmosphere. 

There's nothing like pulling into a new 
town after a long haul and finding a real 
ga tronomic gem. It's not important if the 
counter is cracked, the booth upholstery i 
taped, or the kitchen fan rattles as long as 
the faces are friendly and the food hits the 
spot. 

While I don't pretend to have eaten at 
every restaurant in rural Nevada-and I'm 
sure I've overlooked at least a few places 
that de erve mention-the following 
establishments have, for one reason or 
another, offered memorable meals. 

A culinary oasis in the desert is Bruno's 
Country Club in Gerlach, which is located 
about 100 miles north of Reno past 
Pyramid Lake on State Route 447 Sitting 
on the edge of the lunar expanse of the 
Black Rock Desert, Bruno's serves up 
some of the best Italian food in the state. 

This is no sushi bar or quiche house. 
Eating is serious business at Bruno's. The 
look is basic formica and stainless steel; 
the specialty of the house is ravioli. Each 
massive dumpling is handmade by owner 
Bruno Selmi and his family. The ravioli 
are round , with the dough cut by a wine 
glass. The sauce has never seen the inside 
of a can. In addition, Bruno makes an 
incredible baked Italian chicken stuffed 
with proscuitto and other goodies. Call 
ahead and bring friends, because it's served 
only to groups. 

When it comes to no-frills dining with 
plenty of good food, few places can 
compare to the Basque restaurants in Elko, 
Winnemucca, Ely, Gardnerville, and Reno. 
Food is served boarding house-sty le, which 
means there's no way to avoid making a 
few friends. 

While all the Basque dinner houses have 
special treats, two favorites are the Star 
Hotel in Elko and the Martin Hotel in 
Winnemucca. Besides regular fare like 
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or Mrs. Wah's legendary won tons. 

By Richard Moreno 

At the Outlaw, home 
of the state's 

most pun-filled menu 
(above), it's best 
not to mentIon 

the new national park. 
The park has 

spht the community, 
and the Outlaw 
IS neutral turf. 

marinated steak and lamb, the Martin 
serves perhaps the tastiest French fries 
you'll ever eat. The marinated steak is 
notable at the Ely Hotel , where owner 
Maryanne Goihenetche pours a powerful 
picon punch, a traditional Basque drink 
that should be consumed in moderation. 

Ely is also home of the Rainbow Cafe, 
a roadside diner that you know has to be 
good because it's where the locals eat. The 

Rainbow may not look like much-vinyl 
booths, formica tables, and stainless steel 
cabinets-but it offers good, solid, AII­
American breakfasts with staples like 
hotcakes, eggs, and bacon at ridiculously 
reasonable prices. Consistently good meals 
are also dished up in Ely at the Jailhouse 
and Evah's Copper Queen. 

Seventy mile east of Ely at the 
entrance to the new Great Basin National 
Park is the Outlaw restaurant in Baker. 
The Outlaw is worth a visit if only to pick 
up a copy of its menu. One of the state's 
most creative bills of fare, the menu offers 
a graphic representation of the dishes 
served in the restaurant (you can imagine 
what they do with the breast of chicken 
sandwich). 

The Outlaw is good for colorful 
atmosphere, conversation, and generous 
steak sandwiches. However, one word of 
advice--don't mention the new park at the 
Outlaw. There's a sign saying, "National 
Park Not Spoken Here." The park has split 
the community, and the Outlaw is neutral 
turf. 

Eight miles east of Baker, the Border 
Inn on the Nevada-Utah line has gas, 
showers (for those who've been on the road 
awhile), and good food. Hamburgers cost 
just over two bucks, and the buns are giant 
homemade kaiser rolls. 

Highway 50, which crosses Central 
Nevada from Ely to Lake Tahoe, has been 
called "The Loneliest Road in America" by 
Life, but that doesn't mean you can't find 
good restaurants along the route. 

In Austin, Carol's Country Kitchen 
spoons up homemade soups in a quaint 
country store setting, while Mel's Pizza 
Deli offers a tasty combo. 

Eureka's Jackson House, located in a 
historic hotel , has only one entree per 
night-such as excellent seafood 
crepes-but it's always good. Across the 
street, the Eureka Cafe offers Chinese 
dishes cooked to order, including a 
flavorful pork fried rice. 

In the near-ghost town of Caselton, 
near Pioche in Southeastern Nevada, the 



legendary Mrs. Gue Gim Wah has been 
cooking authentic Chinese dinners for 
more than 60 years. Mrs. Wah. who is in 
her 80s. serves only groups of six to 10 
people. She requires at least two days' 
notice and is open only by appointment. 
If you're lucky enough to eat there. be 
prepared to enjoy an eight-course meal 
prepared from scratch by Mrs. Wah. who 
can tell you about local history and past 
guests like Herbert Hoover. 

Lamoille. 20 miles east of Elko. is 
Nevada's answer to New England with its 
green. rolling hills and picturesque church 
tucked in the shadows of the scenic Ruby 
Mountains. Lamoille's Breitenstein 
House is a two-story farm house that 
doubles as a romantic bed and breakfast 
inn where the excellent spreads include 
homemade bread and soup. 

Along Interstate 80 there are a number 
of restaurants that offer good food to the 
foraging traveler. Among them are the 
Stockmen's Coffee Shop in Elko; Mike's 
Ristorante and Cantina. for Italian and 
Mexican. and the Griddle. a great 
breakfast place. in Winnemucca; the 
Windmill and Sturgeon's in Lovelock; 
and Mary and AI's Wigwam in Fernley. 

Not all of Southern Nevada's best 
dining spots are in Las Vegas. For 
instance. the Searchlight Nugget. 56 
miles south. has solid roadside fare at 
prices reminiscent of the 1950s. The 
hamburgers and Sunday prime rib are 
generous. and a cup of coffee is still a 
dime. 

The Burro Inn in Beatty. two hours 
north of Las Vegas on U.S. 95. is a 
welcome place to refuel. Owner Zoe 
Cathcart says that a Las Vegas couple 
regularly makes the 230-mile round trip 
just for the chicken-fried steak. Other 
treats are the miner's stew and a steak and 
eggs breakfast that costs only $3.95. 

Up north. Carson Valley has three 
Basque places and several other 
outstanding eateries. One is Katie's in the 
Carson Valley Inn. The classy garden 
atmosphere in the restaurant of this 
Minden casino is backed up with great 
steaks. prime rib. scampi. and giant half­
pound burgers. 

Down the street is another unusual 
culinary experience. Sharkey's Nugget in 
Gardnerville specializes in prime rib-and 
we're talking huge prime rib here. 
Mastodon prime rib. It's rare that 
customers don't have to take home doggie 
bags. and Sharkey Begovich probably 
wouldn't have it any other way. 

After all . word does get around. 

Richard Moreno often eats his way 
across the state as public information 
officer for the Nevada Commission on 
Tourism. 

L G H T NVESTMENT. 

BIG RETURN. 
Finding the right light for the right purpose can improve the 
way your product or business looks, improve employee produc­
tivity, increase sales, and reduce energy consumption. 

That's why Bulbman's opened a showroom with the west's 
largest display of energy-efficient lighting, featuring: 

• Full Spectrum Vita-Lites • Compact Fluorescents 
• Mitsubishi Marathon Bulbs • Safe Lights 
• Low Voltage MR-16 Display 

Lighting 
• Quartz Halogens 
• Free Energy-Saving 

Seminars • Colored MR-16's 
• Security Lighting 

Since 1975 

• Computerized Lighting 
Audits 

Call today, (702) 788-5661 
to set up an appointment. 

The world's largest distributor 
of specialty light bulbs. 
640 Sunshine Lane • Reno, Nevada 

G .E. · Sylvania Philips· Osram Radiae· Thorn Ushio • Iwasaki • Venture· Lite-Tranies· BLV· Mitsubishi 
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Nevada Art & Artists 
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Gene Speck 
This artist paints it like it is, come rain or come shine. 

Arti st Gene Speck had one thing on his mind when he moved 
to Nevada in 1 976-sec1usion. The Concord, California-native 
was tired of selling hi s paintings in shopping malls and on 
touri sty San Francisco street corners. He was also tired of 
scrambling to produce 50 paintings twice a year for hi s one­
man shows. 

Ironically , the relaxed life style of the Dayton Valley east of 
Carson City increased his productivy while enhancing his 
creativity. Speck had worked mainly in oils, but in Nevada he 

began to experiment with gouache, or opaque watercolors. The results, represented on 
these pages, have been brilliant. 

But whatever the medium, Speck's attention to detail is unflagging. He'll spend days 
peering thrbugh a magnifying glass while adding fi ne touches to sagebrush leaves or 
barn shingles. 

Speck spent 10 years in Dayton before moving to hi s current home and studio in the 
Mount Rose area near Reno. Today he's represented by five art galleries-the Riata Art 
Gallery in Virginia City; Zantman's and Loran Speck galleries in Carmel , California; 
Husberg Gallery in Scottsdale, Arizona; and the Favell Museum of Western Art and 
Artifacts in Klamath Falls, Oregon. Speck's work also is used by Leanin ' Tree, a 
major distributor of Western greeting cards.-Laura Tennant 
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Real Estate 

What good's 
a new lifestyle ... 

if it costs 
your life's savings? 

Introducing Rainbow Bend. 
Nevada's affordable life. 

New homes from $39,000 to $89,000. 
A home in the country. It's a big part of the "American Dream" . that most feel 

is out of reach . I 

Until now. A 
Rainbow Bend revives the dream with comfortable country living on North­

ern Nevada' beautiful Truckee River for a little as $39,000 . . with full-time 
security, front yard maintenance, indoor pool and jacuzzi, 9-hole golf course, 
tennis courts, sauna, exercise room , indoor and outdoor entertainment 
areas and more available to every resident. 

And Rainbow Bend's location add convenience to the package. Just 
10 minutes from the shopping and services of Reno and 
within an hour of some of the best outdoor recreation 
around , including Lake Tahoe. 

The dream is alive-a new country home 
in the midst of the quality of life and 
favorable personal tax environment that 
only Nevada can offer- and at Rainbow 
Bend, it' affordable. 

A PLANNED COMMUNITY 

500 Blcu de Clair, Sparks, Nevada 89431, or call : (702) 342-0142. 
A Capriotti Construction Development 
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~ Navada ~ 
Propartias 

Raalty 
Investment 

Brokers 

~ • Four-plex 
~~ spedalists 

~
.; • Full service 

brokerage 
• Multiple listing 

service 
• We provide current 

investment lists 
upon request 

Ken Fleming 
Broker 

(702) 382-6022 

M'S 
630 Las Vegas Blvd. So. 

Las Vegas 
Nevada 89101 

~~ ~ 
~~------~~ 

MVM Corp .• Rvaltor 
Serving Lake Tahoe 
and Carson Valley 

LOUIS G. MARTIN Realtor 

Sales and Vacation Rentals 

Real Estate 

-~-'----.-

DESERT MOUNTAIN 
REALTY, INC. 

Serving all of 
Northern Nevada 

Residential • Commercial 
Business Opportunities 

Raw Land • Farm & Ranch 

1060 Avenue F • East Ely, NV. 8931SIB 
(702) 289-8410 or (702) 289-3038 "AlICe ' 

A MEMBER OF THE SEARS FINANCIAL NETWORK 

~LUWeLL 
BANl(eRm 

ITILDO INC 
REALTORS ' 

AMERICA'S LARGEST FULL SERVICE 
REAL ESTATE COMPANY 

RESIDE TIAL EXCHANGES BUILDI G LOTS COU SEll G 

ACREAGE APPRAISALS RA CHES OTARY SERVICE 

I VESTME T PROPERTIES 

702/782-2205 · 782-2249 
1625 Main St. • P.O. Box 383 • Minden, Nevada 89423 
An Independently Owned and Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Residential Affiliates, Inc 



Real Estate 

TROPICAL REAL ESTATE t 
MaUl & Big Island 01 HawaII SpecialIZIng In 

Gentlemen larms and rural properties. *\ 
Lance Holier - Mauka Kal Realty 
Box 656. Pala. MaUl. HI 96779 
(BOB) 572-7277 

CROSBY'S LODGE & RESORT 
PYRAMID LAKE, NEVADA 

Includes general store. sporting goods. conveniences. 
bar. slot machines. poker machines. snack bar. motel. 
12-unit RV park . satellite TV. gas pumps. auto and boat 
repair shop. boat storage. Also includes a 4-bedroom 
home and one-bedroom home. Store and bar inventory 
negotiable. Privately owned: free and clear title. Year­
round trophy fi hing. boa ting. recreation . World-record 
41 -lb. Lahontan cutthroat trout caught in Pyramid Lake 
(30 mi. long. 8 mi. wide). Price: $825.000. 
Also available: Mini-ranches. acreage. residential and 
commercial properties. Geothermal Property. Call or 
write for a list and map. 

Richard J . Rowe & Evelyn K. Rowe, Realtors 
639 N. Rock Bl vd .. Sparks. NV. 89431 

Phone: (702) 33 1-2233 

Jane Grider Realty 

"We're large enough 
to serve y ou ... 

small enough to care ... " 

Please write for information: 

(702) 782-5034 or 266-3206 
Miller Center . Gardnerville 

P.O . Box 2223 
Minden, NV 89423 

Geissler 
& Associates 
REALTORS R 

tNOEPEHOEHTty OW'NEO AHO oPERATED 
_r(lAO 

EXPERIENCED EXCHANGORS 

882-1672 
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL 

BUSINESS 
RAN CHES HOM ES BUSINESS INVESTMENT 

w. .,s. ~ 
LWJ 

Call or write for brochure 
124 East John Street, Carson City, Nevada 89701 

CLARK PROPERTIES INC. 
P.O. Box 960 
Minden, Nevada 89423 

Century 21. Put Number I 
to work (or you. ® 

Independently owned and 
operated. Complete 
information available 
for Douglas County and 
Lake Tahoe areas. 

Write or call for complete 
information package. 

(702) 782-71l1 or (702) 265-3747 

Real Log Homes is the largest & the leader in log home design and 
manufacture in North America. Naturally, we 've learned a lot about it , and we 
would like to share it with you . Ask about our new Interlock ' System. Send $6 
for our beautiful fou r co lor catal og, today. Or stop by our plant and model 
ou tsi de Carson City and see why a Real Log Home is the NATURAL CHOICE. 

BEFORE YOU SPEND THOUSANDS, 
SPEND A FEW MOMENTS WITH US! 
~ REAL LOG HOMES 

naturally 

~ Log Homes Counci l Charter Member 

SIERRA LOG HOMES 
P.O. Box 2083 Dept. NMX 

Carson City, NV B9701 
(702) 246-0590 

or CAll TOll·FREE 800·451·4485 



Real Estate 

mLDWEIL BANKER HAS MORE THAN 
1,500 WRfS TO HEIJPYOU REIDCATE. 

AND THAT'S A GOOD SIGN. 
Each and every Coldwell 

Banker o ffice is a link in a 
nationwide chain o f more 
than 1,500 o ffices that stretch 
from coast to coast through­
out the United States. 

So when you're ready to 
relocate, your neighborhood 
Coldwell Banker o ffice can 
help. First, we can help you sell 
your current home. Then we 
can put you in touch with 
Coldwell Banker professionals 
who can help you find your 
new home. And we don't stop 
there. We also try to help you 
feel at home in your new 
neighborhood. With useful 
information about schools, 
utilities, parks, shopping, rec­
reation and transportation. So 
you can feel like a native the 
day you move in. 

No maner where you move, 
you'll find a Coldwell Banker 
relocation professional ready 
to serve you. Because Coldwell 
Banker is America's largest fiJIl­
service real estate company 
And these days, you don't get 
bigger unless you do it bener. 

Two Locations To Serve You 

501 Nevada Hwy 
Boulder City, NV. 89005 
Call 24 Hrs. (702) 293-2254 

22 E. Basic Rd. 
Henderson, NV. 89015 
Call 24 Hrs. (702) 564-6303 

A MEMBER OF THE fTI 
SEARS ANANCIAL NETWORK \IJ 

COLDWeu. 
BANl(eRtl 

ANCHOR REAL TV 
INC. 
REALTORS 
(702) 293-5757 

Pr"sented by An Independently Owned and Operated Member 01 Coldwell Banker Residential Affiliates, Inc. 

Link ~ealty, ';1nc. 
REALTOR® 



OC 
COMMERCIAL AIR CHARTER, INC. 

Grand Canyon tours also. 

(702) 798·4060 
Beeper: 38 Hl225 

5030 Paradise Rd, .8-206 
Las Vegas. Nevada 89119 

ART GALLERIES 

Transparent 
Watercolors 

~ ~ of the Great 
~ • American West 

cY7?£7{kdW 
Limll ecl Edition Pr1 nl ... 

Lady Jill's Fine Arts 
PO. Box 110.Smith. NV89430-0llO 
By appointment (702) 463-4428 

91 
~ FEATS OF CLAY 

, 20-C Hillcrest Drive 
Reno r Nevada a9509 

Pottery for Every Tast~ 

When visiting Reno, we invite you 
to enjoy our 
• Executive and Mini Suites 
• Wet bars 
• Microwave ovens and 

refrigerators 
• Convenient downtown location 
• Covered parking 
• Commercial "WE CARE" Program 
For 'further information, please contact 

205 South Sierra Street 
Reno, Nevada 89501 

(702) 786-4050 / (800) 648-4545 

BED & BREAKFAST 
BED AND BREAKFAST INN 

0Kt ~,~~,;~'CO""'"" 
the Northern SIerra Nevada Mountains 
Call or write for free brochure: 
P.O. Box 3200, Quincy, CA 95971 
(916) 283-0102 

SILVER 
DOLLAR 

HOTEL 

SILVER 
DOLLAR 

PUB 

Five Victorian rooms located on 
Historic "C" Street 
Virginia City, NV 702/847·11051 

A quaint English Pub with 8 large 
deck and scenic view. Available 
for parties and receptions. 
702/ 847·9107 

CASINO BARGAINS 

DATA ENTRY 

DATA ENTRY SERVICE 

LATEST EQUIPMENT 
IBM 129·3741·3747 

882-6913 
Verla M. Furnace 
363 FaIrview Drive 

Carson Cily . Nevada 

EXPLORATION 

LOVELOCK 
The • of Nevada 

(90 Miles Easl of Reno on (·80) 

HislOric Round Coun House & Olher 
Vintage Buildings • Original Train Sl2lion 

Museums-Tufa Rock Park • Ghosl & 
Mining Towns • Swimming Pool and Park 
Hunting • Fishing • Camping • Boaling 

Pershlna County Convention 
A Visitors Center 

P.O . Box 986 
Lovelock, NY. 894 (9 

(702) 273-7144 

MISCELLANEOUS 
r---;;;;;;;~;;;P7;E7:~---

I 
I 
I 

MAIL HANDLING 
& FORWARDI NG 

I ... FOR YOUR PERMANENT MAILING ADDRESS 
M51 provlau luveltls & peODle In moMe ()(tu~ l lons wlln , perm,ntnl locaiton 

l OUt lor tile ftCtlpt & lorw'l(hno olilltll ma.1 DUlgned 10 gIve prompl prolUSlon,1 
conlldenlr,l,l1entron 10 ~our mall no m,lItrl'low l'nlQue Il'It Si tuatIOn 

I SAME-OAV FORWAROING 2. HR PHONE SERVICE 
GUARANTEED PRIVACV EMERGENCY CONTACT SERVICE 

I PARCEL FORWARDI NG SPECIAL R[ MAllING 

MAIL SERVICE NE .. O' "510'" .G'" 
1-zJj'NTERNATIONAL _ 

I V~ I 
call o~~,~OX 11 617 _ 

I RENO. NEV 89510 ~ I ® ;lilt. (702) 323-5331 ~ 

~---------------

Financial Plans to grow with. 
IDS helps you manage your money 
no matter where you have it. 
IndividualIBusinesslEstatelRetirement. 
Put the considerable talents and resources 
of IDS/American Express to work for you. 

Serving Western Nevada and Lake Tahoe 
since 1894. 

John Hawkins , Financial Planner 
701 S. Carson Street, Suite A 

Carson City, NV 89701 IDSII 
7021882-2679 Res. 
702/882·4664 Bus. . 

@@@@[E@HE[E[E[E 

OASIS 
ORIENTAL 

CARPETS 
Gallery & Shoppe 

Inquiries: 322-0717 

508 Humboldt Street . Reno, Nevada 

[E[E[E[E[E[E[E[E[E[E 

Explore old town sites with 
PRECISE MAPS OF OLD WESTERN TOWNS 
Large prints of thousands of detaIled lire msurance maps are 
available for S2 a sheet from our standard library 35mm 
mIcrofilm. For ordering mformalJon on eUher the Prints or the 
reels, wnte: 
VlAD SHKURKfN, PUBLISHER (415) 232-7742 

6025 Ros. Arbor, SI. Plblo, CA 94806 

Marketplace Rates 
Camera-ready ads preferred. Line shots 
and logos no extra charge. No halftones. 
Cost is $50 per inch, per insertion. 
Maximum size, 3 inches ($150 per 
insertion); minimum, 1 inch ($50). 
Call Patty at 702-885-5416 for frequency 
discounts. 
NOTE: If ads not camera-ready, 
magazine will set type at cost. 



MISCELLANEOUS 

STAKE YOUB CLAIM! 
Wi,h each "tq~ iach" parm 
,- 1"''' .... ol Villi"" Ciry. 
Nt'. you'U rcftift:aa aUlhentic 
cIood ol _ip. ...bbIc 
fo< f....u... It • brief hioIooy 
oi Iho C-odl .-.pkt. 
with • _ "-ia. .he 
_ol,...,_.'IO 
• of.......t. 'n f..-l i. 
barn wood •• "ippin, 
i.dudcd. Gmt Gifl! 

Stake Your Clai .. 
P.0 . 80s6JU 
Imo. NY mu 
S 1 0 pet oq ..... iach 

RESTAURANTS 

Something for everyone 

PLUS THE GREATEST 
AND FINEST 

PRIME RIB IN THE WORLD 
Hwy.395 

Gardnerville, Nevada 

WESTERN STORES 

ELKO 
GENERAL MERCHANDISE 

"Anacabe 's"-50 years of 
quality at fair prices! 

Carhartt/ Levi/Wrangler 
Tony Lama/ Santa Rosa 

GREAT READING 

Lee/ LaCrosse 

Wh ite Boots 
Wilson Boots 

Stewart Boots 

In-stock & 
made-to-order 

416 Idaho Street 
Elko. NV. 89801 
(702) 738-3295 

The Amazing 
Facts ••• 
The story and photos of 
one of America's great 
engineering achievements­
the budding of Hoover Dam. 

In booklet form. $1 plus 
25¢ postage & handling. 

Write: Hoover Dam 
Nevada Magazine 
Carson City, NV. 89710 

BOOKS 

"EARLY JACKSON HOLE," $15 ea. 
"Hoover Dam & Boulder City" on the 1931 con­
struction of Dam & Boulder City, $10 ea. , by 
Marion V. Allen . Re-issue 1933 "Boulder City 
Souvenir Cookbook" (by women who lived in 
Boulder City) $6 ea. "Among the Shoshones" 
by Elijah Wilson , a Pony Express rider, first 
printed in 1904, $10 ea. Write : Marion V. Allen , 
P.O. Box 65, Shingleton, CA. 96088 . 

'TALES OF TAHOE" by David Stollery, 
Lake Tahoe newspaper columnist. Fifth 
printing. 250 pages of Tahoe hiSitory and 
legend. Illustrated. Order from David Stollery, 
P.O. Box 1792, Encino, CA. 91316. $10.80 
postpaid. 

FREE. To extent of current supply. Bookettes 
on Northeastern Nevada. Also, fishing and 
rockhounding maps. Write : Carl Hayden, Box 
528, Jackpot, NV. 89825. 

"SILVER HILLSIDE: The Life and Times of 
Virginia City" by Barbara Richnak, 220 pages, 
over 200 pictures, many firsts, hardcover. 
Order from Comstock Nev. Pub., Box 6431 , 
Incline Village, NV. 89450. Reduced to 
$21 .95, NV. res. add $1 .32 sales tax. 

HIT & RUN BLACKJACK. The best 
information for more winning than losing. ARY 
Co., Thousand Oaks, CA. 91360. 

NEVADA HISTORICAL MARKER 
GUIDEBOOK. 250 texts. $7.95 postpaid. 
Falcon Hill Press, Box 1431 Sparks, NV. 
89432. (702) 786-2134. 

"COPPER TIMES", Ely's 1987 Centennial 
Book by Jack Fleming. Mail $14.50 to "Copper 
Times" Nev. Nat'l Bank, Box 329, Ely, NV. 
89103. 

GAMBLER'S SPECIAL: NEVADA Maga-
zine's award-winning book celebrating 
Nevada's 50th anniversary of legalized gaming. 
Collector's item. $5 each. Please see insert 
envelope to order or send address and check 
to NEVADA Magazine. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

NEW IDEA? American Patent in Washington, 
D.C. will assist you through Research and 
Development! Free Kit-1 -800-257 -7880. 

COLLECTOR'S ITEMS 

MINIATURE POLICE BADGES & ARM 
PATCH PINS. Actual replica, many Nev. in 
stock. For sample badge & list send $5 to MSI, 
Box 11617-NM, Reno, NV. 89510. Ph. (702) 
323-5331 

WESTERN MOVIE MEMORABILIA. New 
catalog . Roy Rogers, Tom Mix, Gene Autry, 
etc. Send $1 .00 to WESTERN CATALOG, 
Box 7269, Grand Station, Des Moines, IA. 
50309. 

NEVADA BOUND: Blue binders with silver 
NEVADA logo hold 12 issues. $7_25 each_ 
Send check to Nevada Magazine, Capitol 
Complex, Carson City, NV. 89710. 

Classifieds 
JEWELRY 

LEONARD LUDEL, Diamond Cutter. Our 
diamonds cut in Nevada. Fine Jewelry. Byappt. 
Gardnerville, NV. (702) 782-2646. 

MAPS 

NEVADA GHOST TOWN MAP. Over 350 
ghost towns on Nevada topo map. Send $3 to: 
Ghost Town Map, P.O. Box 5995, Reno, NV. 
89513. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

ARABIAN HORSES OUR 
BUSINESS! Show/breed/endurance 
Consulting/appraisals. Stallion Service 
(702) 853-2173. 

PERSONALS 

ONLY 
stock. 

Terms. 

SUNSHINE ENCOUNTERS: A monthly 
nationwide Singles list. For details contact: 
Sunshine Enterprises, P.O. Box 3584, St. 
Augustine, FL. 32085-3584. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS of celebrities visiting 
Reno, from Gerald Ford to Spike Jones. Don 
Dondero, Box 7256, Reno, NV. 89510. 

REAL ESTATE 

EXCLUSIVE, CUSTOM-BUILT, 3-year-old 
home. Formal dining/living room, 4 bdrms, 2-3/4 
baths. Hunting & fishing . Airport, mail, school 
bus at door. Trade or lease purchase. 
$225,000. Contact: Rulon Brown, P.O. Box 
186, Wells, NV. 89835. (702) 752-3750. 

Nevada's 
grand 01' Bag 

Postcard size $2 
3xS'$40 4x6'$SO 
To order, write: 
~ •• Nevada MacazlDe. 
Capitol Compla, 
Carsoa. CIty. NV 89710 
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Outback 

Sunset at Burro Bay 
A houseboat serenade. By Geoff Schneider 

A houseboat lets you see the country, 
and on Lake Mead that means seeing a 
lot. From Hoover Dam the lake winds 80 
miles ea t to the mouth of the Grand 
Canyon and another 30 miles north. The 
lake creeps into canyons and washes that 
once emptied into the Colorado and 
Virgin rivers, leaving countless fingers of 
water working their way into the desert. 
Because there are so many fingers, you 
can cruise into one and hide for days. 

Like the lake, a houseboat has the 
ability to handle a lot of people and 
attitudes at .one time. With plenty of 
room on board, partier and readers can 
peacefully coexist. You can sleep outside 
or in, and cook over a campfire or on a 
modem kitchen range. Best of all, you 
can take a swim any time you feel like it. 

Houseboats are rented at two marinas, 
Callville Bay and Echo Bay, respectively 
29 and 53 miles northeast of Las Vegas. 
Below Hoover Dam, Cottonwood Cove 
and Katherine's Landing on Lake Mohave 

82 NEVADA March/April8? 

carry the crafts. Depending on the boat's 
size, the rent in summer will run $600 to 
$900 for a three-day weekend and $1,000 
to $1,500 for a week; rates are about 30 
percent lower the rest of the year. If you 
have several couples or families chipping 
in, the cost is even more reasonable. 

On first boarding a 50-footer, you will 
di cover a pontooned vessel that from the 
inside resembles a high-quality mobile 
home, with galley, head, berths, stereo, 
and air conditioning. 

Out on the lake you can tow a mailer 
ski or fishing boat, which also can be 
rented. Cruising speed is about 10 mph. 
Other boaters will be out, but at times 
the only traffic will be ducks on their way 
to the refuge at Overton. 

On my most recent trip we stopped the 
first night at Burro Bay, one of perhaps 
200 coves on the lake. As always, 
mooring was easy. We nestled the bow 
into the shore and then attached ropes 
from the stem to stakes in the beach, 

which would keep the craft secure even in 
high winds. 

In camp, the waterskiers rode off in the 
ski boat while explorers headed for the 
hills. The camptenders opened the beer 
and sat relaxing on the deck. A barbecue 
dinner followed siesta. 

At sunset the mountains turned red and 
orange. The air was filled with the smell 
of sizzling steaks and the propane grill. 
Anglers in the group dropped their lines 
off the stem, hoping a striped bass or 
catfish would be interested in frozen 
anchovies. Other crew members played 
games, read, and listened to the sounds of 
night. 

Among the sounds were the honks of 
wild burros. A band of them put on a 
nightly serenade for us and anyone else 
lucky enough to be within braying 
distance of Burro Bay. 

Geoff Schneider is a writer for the Las 
Vegas News Bureau and avid houseboater 

Photo: John Litty/Las Vegas News Bureau 







MARCH/APRIL SPECIAL EVENTS ... INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Big Bash In Vegas 
April 6 
Hagler vs. Leonard, see page 10 

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE: 

Chili in Virginia City 
May2 
Fiesta time, see page 15 

Bed Drags In Fallon 
March 14 
A racy story, see page 27 

First Annual Complete Nevada Dining Guide • Great Nevada Movies • Bill Cosby 
How to Photograph Wildlife • Mark Twain • Nevada Art & Artists 

TOURISM AGENCIES 
101 0 Carson Tourist Info 
1020 Las Vegas CVA 
1030 Nevada Tourism 
1040 RenoCVA 

HOTELS/CASINOS 
201 0 J . Ascuaga's Nugget/Spks 
202 0 Bally's/Reno 
2030 Carson Valley Inn/Minden NEW 
2040 Circus Circus Reno/LV 
2050 Comstock Hotel/Reno NEW 
206 0 Del Webb's High Sierra 
207 0 Edgewater/Laughlin 
208 0 Eldorado/Reno NEW 
209 0 Four Queen's/LV 
2100 Harrah's/Reno/Tahoe NEW 
211 0 Harold's Club/Reno 
2120 Hilton Hotels/LV/Reno 
213 0 Holiday/LV 
2140 Peppermill/Reno 
2150 Riverside Resort/Laughlin 

Free Information on Nevada 
ATTRACTIONS 

301 0 Ethel M. Chocolate NEW 
3020 Fernley Wagon Train NEW 
3030 Ghost Train of Old Ely NEW 
3040 Mount Charleston Lodge NEW 
3050 Nevada Opera NEW 

REAL ESTATE 
401 0 Coldwell Banker/N,NV NEW 
4020 Coldwell Banker/S,NV NEW 
4030 Link Realty/Tahoe NEW 
4040 Rainbow Bend NEW 
405 0 Real Log Homes 
406 0 Other NV Real Estate 

RESTAURANTS 
501 0 OG's Classic Cuisine NEW 

TRANSPORTATION 
701 0 McCarran Inti Airport NEW 

FINANCIAL DATA 
801 0 First Interstate Bank 

8020 Nevada 1 st Thrift NEW 
8030 Security Bank NEW 
8040 THE VAULT 

Discover more about travel and 
leisure in Nevada. 
Simply complete this special card, 
checking the advertisers you're 
interested in, and receive FREE 
brochures loaded with useful 
information. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Please return thiS form by April 15 1987 

The BEST source for travel and 
leisure in Nevada for over 50 years! 
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Merchandise Order Form 

ORDER 
YOUR 
1988 
NEVADA 
HISTORIC 
CALENDAR 
TODAY ... 
ONLY $3.75 
UNTIL 

a:_~ 6/30/87 

This Issue's Special! 

Save $3 on a set of award­
winning Posters! For just $11 , 
you'll receive four huge historic 
posters (24x18"), printed in warm 
duo-tones, with witty quotes 
accenting the borders. 
Singles, only $3.75 each! 

1) 1907 Girls Basketball Team 
2) Cowboy at home on the range 
3) Boozy Burros go Bar Hopping in L. V. 
4) Lone Prospector 

Buy Snakes 
Unique and colorful 30 x 12" poster of rattlesnakes 
dancing to the tune of "1 Love Nevada. " Hard to believe, 
but true! $6.95 each. 

1988 Hist. Calendar 
Nevada State FI~s 

Miniature (3 x 5") 
3x5' 
4x6' 

Historic Posters 
Girls Basketball Team 
CowbovCam~ 
Boozy Burros 
Prospector 
Setof4 

Snake Poster 
Gaming Issue 

Q) 
() .;:: 
Q. 

$3.75 

$2.00 
$40.00 

-.i50.00 

-.i3.75 
. $3.75 
_$3.75 
$3.75 

$11 .00 
-.i6.95 
$5.00 

.o(ij 
:J -(/) .8 

Total Order ~ 
Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

• Check Enclosed 0 
Charge my 0 VISA o MasterCard 
Acct.# 
Expires -----
Signature ____________ _ 

• Sorry, no bill me's with merchandise 

Travel and Leisure Order Form 

Please begin a subscription to ... 3873 

__ ._ ... for just $11.90! 

o For Myself 0 As a gift 0 Myself and a gift ) 

State Zip 

Gift's name 
Address 
City State Zip 

o I understand I'll receive a one­
year (six-issue) subscription 
packed with more Travel and 
Leisure info on Nevada than I've 
ever dreamed of! I also expect 
my first issue in 6 to 8 weeks. 

o Check enclosed 
o Bill me 

Each subscription one year (six issues) 
Foreign add $1 U.S. bank funds only 

o New 
o If renewal give account number 

BR _________ __ 
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