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BOOM CAMP 
SURVIVORS 
Enjoying life in the 

slow lane in rural Nevada 

GREAT FALL 
EVENTS 

Reno Air Races, 
Las Vegas Senior Golf, 

hydroplanes, 

7 
balloons, 

and more! 





MONTARA MEADOWS 

A Unique Retirement Community 

Are you ready for the grand tour? There's a lot to see and do at Montara Meadows. As we 
enter the lobby the rich , vibrant colors tantalize the senses . The huge aquarium with 
luminescent tropical fish is inviting and relaxing . Notice the large picture windows with 
spectacular views of romantic lagoons and exotic landscaping . Stop to admire the exquisite 
chandeliers and the beautiful oak wood accents. It's unique! 

Check out the ice cream parlor It's help-yourself and has everything--all free, of course. 
Getting hungry aren't you? Three superb meals are served daily with a variety of entrees 
prepared to perfection by our very own accomplished chefs . 

There's so much to see and do! There's the fully equipped health spa with masseuse, arts & 
crafts center hair salon, party room and even a billiard room! Did you notice who's pitching 
horseshoes; who's using the putting green; who's in the swimming pool and do you think those 
folks are gOing to use. the exercising stations, or jog in our own safe area? You can't tell the 
residents from the guests, and that includes grandchildren! 

There's the activity director introducing everyone, and making sure they sign up for all kinds of 
transportation needs , incl ud i ng medical , shopping , " The Strip" and even free university 
classes! Did you hear about the party tonight? No worries because there's 'round the clock 
security Some residents are taking long walks with their pets. 

There's more time to enjoy because housekeeping comes weekly (we supply the linens and 
facial soap) , and they relieve you of the chores. 

A single monthly payment includes everything you can imagine plus your choice of chateau 
style studio, one or two bedroom apartments (util ities are included, of course). Montara 
Meadows is a fabulous new concept in retirement communities for Las Vegas, and was 
designed with only you in mind. Stop reading and start dOing Take a real tour! 

3150 E. TROPICANA (702) 435-3150 
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DISCOVER PAHRUMP 
visit the 23rd AN'NUAL 

HARVEST FESTIVAL, FAIR & RoDEO 

September 18,19, and 20, 1987 
PARADE • CARNIVAL • MIDWAY • GAMES • DANCE • 

GYMKHANA • TWO BIG PIT BAR-B-QUES • PRCA RODEO 
CHILI COOK-OFF • 10 K RUN • 2 MILE FUN RUN 

Sponsored by: 
Pahrump Valley Chamber of Commerce, 
Harvest Festival, Economic Development, 
and the Racing Association 
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For Information call: 
(702) 727·5800 



LETTE R S 

Vic's Vocals and the Helper's Successor 

Thinking Dixie 
I must say that the May IJune issue is most 
exceptional and a joy to read . I will be in 
Nevada again this month and hope to enjoy 
an excursion on the M.S. Dixie at Lake 
Tahoe for the first time. However, that is not 
the only occasion that I plan to enjoy in 
Nevada. 

M. Ashton Boynton 
Tucson, AZ. 

Nevada just keeps getting better. All we 
need now is the same quality monthly! 

Shear Delight 

D. Van Houten 
Hampton, V A. 

Received your "sheepish" letter about re­
newing. I'm sure I can't be shorn, without 
my Nevada Magazine. I subscribe for friends 
on Christmas for your great magazine-­
they love it, and so do I. I tell ewe, I've been 
shearing my Nevada Magazine with ud­
ders who wool be unhappy if! don't receive 
it. I would feel baaaaaaad about it. 

Marguerite Erwin 
Reno 

Thanks, Marguerite. We need all the bleating 
hearts we can get.-Ed. 

Huckster Helper 
It was good to see Bill Henley's well-written 
and well-deserved tribute to Paul Smith 
("Virginia City Huckster," July I August 

Paul Smith. 

Illustration: John Bardwell 

'87). I can attest to the accuracy of the story 
and Paul's gimmicks. Being 10 years or so 
younger than the helper and the artist, I 
took over the duties of the helper in the late 
'40s and early '50s. One of my memories of 
the job was receiving a large blister on my 
thumb from cutting pieces of sagebrush­
for Paul to sell to the tourists- with worn­
out scissors. It was probably the same pair 
of scissors that the helper in the story used 
10 years earlier. 

Paul was the first, and even though some 
of his merchandise and stories were not 
totally authentic, he was an honorable per­
son, and his Museum of Memories was 
more authentic than some of the tourist 
places you find there today. 

Fred Andreasen 
Carson City 

The Voice of Vegas Vic 
How well I remember 1956 when I first 
recorded "Howdy Pardner." I would re­
record every week for years since continu­
ous tape recorders were relatively new and 
broke or "dragged" quite often. Great days, 
great magazine! Thanks for remembering. 

P.S.: Lee Marvin actually prompted a 
revision of the city ordinance. 

Bud Wei I 
Las Vegas 

We thoroughly look forward to and enjoy 
your magazine. We have been to Nevada 
and were fortunate to see Hoover Dam and 
Las Vegas. Through your magazine we are 
finding out about places and things we 
never knew. We enjoy your articles on 
Vegas and Reno, too. 

Ronald Betts and Family 
Palmer,lA. 

The July I August '87 issue is a good ex­
ample of what I want from your magazine. 

Water! 

Ruth Gust 
Yuba City, CA. 

In "Trek to Toiyabe Dome" in the last issue, 
you fail to include a canteen in the list of 
articles to take on a summer three-day hike. 
Or a one-day hike, for that matter. Every 
outdoors person knows that the thin dry air 
of the high country is extremely dehydrat­
ing and that rock slopes generate intense 
heat. 

Anyone climbing between 7,000 and 
11,000 feet in elevation from before 7 a.m. to 
mid-afternoon thunder-shower time with­
out water would be semi-suicidal. Espe-

~~ 
PERSON TO 

PERSON 

A t Nevada First Thrift 
Bank, when you apply 

for a loan of $5000 to $250,000 
or more, you don't get the "run 
around" or "double talk. " You 
get an answer - Nevada 
Style. That means person to 
person and not from a 
computer 

That 's person to person 
Nevada Style. 

SIDNEY STERN FOUNDER/PRESIDENT 

LOANS 
PERSONAL· BUSINESS 

REAL ESTATE (lst and 2nds) 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

VA • FHA· CONVENTIONAL 

SAVINGS 
HIGH INTEREST with SAFETY 

LEASING 

NEVADA 
FIRST 
THRIFT 
BANK FDIC 

YOUR HOMETOWN BANK 
18 STATEWIDE OFFICES 

ASSETS OVER 

$180,000,000 
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Las Veqas, Nevada 
The National Finals Rodeo and 

Las Veqas: Professional rodeo's 
premiere event in the value and 
variety capital of the world - it 
may not be the best entertainment 
pacbaqe, but it's in the top two! 

The world's best cowboys meet 
rodeo's top Iivestocb for the 
sport's first $2 million payoff. It's 
all served up with blue denim 
hospitality December 4-12. 

For ticbet and accommodations 
information, write: Las Veqas 
Events, P.O. Box 72556-N, Las 
Veqas, NV 89170-2556. 

Ticbets are available at all 
TICKETRON outlets or order by 
telephone (Credit cards accepted): 

702/739·3900 

"It's one big celebration. 
Ely's lOOth birthday and 

the Bank Club's 50th 
Anniversary! " 

Come and Enjoy 
702-289-8778 
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cially if engaging in the more than naive 
exercise of "chasing deer for a better look." 
First, deer do not move in "bands," and in 
the summer bucks are not readily distin­
guished from does, as neither have antlers 
at that time of year. Second, not even a 
cougar in robust health will chase a bunch 
or herd of deer for a closer look or for any 
other reason. Even the cougar, master of 
stealth, starts his attack from very close 
range and relies on surprise to avoid injury. 

evada outdoors people know that with­
out a plentiful supply of water, though it 
may be hard to carry up steep hills, the 
explorer invites death. They also know that 
the very nice rowboat pictured in "Gallery" 
in the same issue is not a canoe. A canoe 
does not have oarlocks and oars! 

J.W Mooney 
Yerington 

I do not wish to renew my subscription. The 
magazine is all for Reno and Vegas and 
people with money to visit there. I was born 
and raised in evada and know there is a 
great wealth of history that no one hears of 
nowadays. Every little town has its very 
interesting past history, and I think some of 
it should be retold. 

Clare Morrow 
Bonners Ferry 10. 

You may be interested to know if you don't 
already, of a new paperback edition of A 
Trace of Desert Waters, The Great Basin Story, 
by my first husband, Samuel G. Houghton. 
This edition was published by Howe Broth­
ers in Salt Lake City. It contains photo­
graphs by Philip Hyde which appeared 
originally in a series of articles on Great 
Basin Lakes and Rivers, which Sam wrote 
for your magazine in the 1960s. 

Sam Houghton died shortly before the 
first edition appeared. He had wished to 
have the color photos included in it, but 
Arthur Clark, the original publisher, 
thought they would unduly raise the price 
of the book. 

More on May/June 

Edda K. Morrison 
Reno 

When I first subscribed to your magazine 
about a year ago, your articles were good 
and I loved your magazine. Then you 
changed the format and my mind was 
pretty well made up that I would not re­
new. Then along came the May /June issue! 
I was agreeably surprised, so have re­
newed. Keep the stories coming. 

Lyle B. Wetherford 
Santa Rosa, CA. 

I grew up around Ely and Ruth and have 
never lost my love for Nevada, so I was 
pleased to find your magazine. It is very 
well done, and I love the whole thing. 

Joan C. Brandt Burroughs 
Atascadero, CA. 

Questions and Answers 
I was looking at the July / August '86 issue, 

A 1928 Oakland two-door sedan? 

page 5, at a picture submitted by Mrs. 
Marjorie O. Martin of San Francisco. The 
picture was with a letter which said, in part, 
"The make of the auto is unknown." 

My father had a 1928 Oakland two-door 
sedan. I was three years old at the time, so 
don't know too much about it, but the car 
sure looks like the automobile in your pic­
ture. I'll tell you what I know. It had a stamp 
on it that said,"Body Made by Fisher." So I 
guess it was made by General Motors. 
There is an Oakland County in Michigan, so 
I assume it was built and named for that. 
The large radiator cap included a tempera­
turegauge. Maybe other cars ofthat vintage 
had similar radiator caps. Also, it was sold 
by a distributor called Pontiac-Oakland. 

William Bound 
Everett, W A. 

I would like to see an article on the Santa 
Rosa Mountains with color shots and infor­
mation. This range has me curious to know 
it better. Thanks from a satisfied subscriber. 

ick Melocchi 
Reseda, CA. 

We need more coverage of windsurfing in 
Nevada. 

James Hardie 
Reno 

Great timing, Hardie! See page 88.- Ed. 

Another Sheep Fancier 
I saw a poster in the Winnemucca Chamber 
of Commerce that I liked very much. I be­
lieve that Linda Oufurrena is the artist. It is 
a photograph of a herd of sheep. Could you 
please send this to me? 

Ali Morris 
San Francisco, CA. 

Yes, the photographer was Linda Dufurrena, a 
regular evada contributor The poster is on 
its way.-Ed. 

Wayne Forever 
I read Nevada Magazine this month and saw 
where a woman asked for a back issue on a 
story of Wayne ewton. I am a big fan of his 
and have been coming to Las Vegas for the 
last 1 0 years to see him. Would it be possible 
for you to get me a copy of that story? I have 
been collecting newspaper clippings and 
stories on him for the last 19 years and 
would be very grateful. 

Cindy Roettgen 
Mishawaka, IN. 

The magazine is in the mail.-Ed. \J 
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OUTINGS 

Trolleys and Tours 
Fall color and explorations of Las Vegas and Eureka. 

LASVEGAS 
Catch the Colors 

Depending on the wea ther, na ture pa in ts 
the Mount Charleston hillsides in fall colors 
for about three weeks in late September or 
early October. As the yellow, rust, and 
brown leaves of aspens mix with the darker 
tones of evergreens, this is an especially 
pleasant time of year for picnics, hikes, 
picture taking, and roadside color gazing. 
The Kyle Canyon Campground, about 45 
miles northwest of Las Vegas, has sites 
close to a hillside grove of mahogany. Ca­
thedral Rock Picnic Area, at the end of the 
Kyle Canyon Road, is the trailhead to an 
easy walk through quaking aspen. For even 
greater comfort, the Mount Charleston Inn 
offers dining with views of mountain color, 
and the drive up Deer Creek Road has 
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similar scenery. The Kyle Canyon Ranger 
Station, open through September and spo­
radically in October, has interesting exhib­
its and valuable information about the area. 
Phone 702-388-6255 weekdays or 702-388-
6354 for a 24-hour taped message on moun­
tain conditions. 

Go Country at the Gold Coast 
Kick up your heels western-style at the 

Gold Coast, Las Vegas' newest major ca­
sino-hotel. A country-western band plays 
in the hotel's dance hall every evening ex­
cept Tuesday. Four nights a week (Sunday 
Monday Wednesday, and Thursday) Lynn 
and Jim Hinkley of the Las Vegas Wran­
glers western dance team give lessons in 
country dancing at 6:30 and 7:30 p.m. The 
Wranglers also perform two Sundays a 
month. Lessons and shows are free and 
there's no cover or minimum. Couples and 

singles are welcome and the band plays 
until 1 or 2 a.m. Gold Coast Hotel, 4000 
West Flamingo Road, Las Vegas, NY 
89103. Phone 702-367-7111. 

Shuttle on a Downtown Trolley 
Thanks to city-center renovation you 

now can ride an old-fashioned trolley in 
downtown Las Vegas to restaurants, ho­
tels, casinos, shops, and offices. Originating 
at the new Downtown Transportation 
Center on North Casino Center Boulevard, 
which also is the transfer point for Las 
Vegas Transit System buses, the trolleys 
cover a rectangular route that includes 
Fremont Street from the El Cortez to the 
Union Plaza. A second routing serves the 
business district. The trolleys have seating 
and standing space, brass handrails, oak 
ceilings, a public address system, and 
clanging brass bells. Four of the trolleys are 
equipped with lifts to accommodate wheel­
chairs. The center has a restaurant, Water­
ing Hole No. 25, serving hot and cold sand­
wiches, soups, beer, and wine. The center 
and trolley shuttles are open from 6 a.m. to 
2a.m. A trolley ride costs 25 cents for adults, 
10 cents for children 12 and under, and free 
to seniors, the handicapped, and people 
who have bus commuter cards and tokens. 
Contact the Downtown Transportation 
Center, 320 North Casino Center Blvd., Las 

PhoIoe: Cliff Segerblom (top). K." BUller 



THE 
OLD WEST 

HISTORY 

History and the old west. .. are waiting for you in 
Carson City, Nevada. Carson City is the perfect stop on 
your vacation . Located near the center of the historic 
Comstock Lode, Carson City offers you the Nevada 
State Museum, the V& T Railroad Museum, the Stewart 
Indian Museum and Trading Post, also numerous 
historic mansions. Nearby are old Fort Churchill, 

Virginia City and beautiful Lake Tahoe. 
Carson City's hospitality will please you 
and your family with beautiful country­
side, great family accommodations and of 
course, gaming in the true Nevada 
tradition. Call toll free or write for 
information on Historic Carson City, 
Nevada . 

Carson City Tourism Authority 
P.o. Box 1416 . Carson City, NV 89702-1416 • 1-800-634-8700 . 883-7442 in NV 



From 
LadyLuck: 
toMother 
Nature 
You'll find it all in the 
Silver State. Excitement 
or serenity, luxury or rough .. 
ing it, glitter or natural beauty. 

For your free color brochure, call The 
NEVADA COMMISSION ON TOURISM 
1 .. 800 .. NEVADA .. 8 



Vegas, NV 89101. Phone 702-799-6012. 

Religious Art on the Strip 
The Guardian Angel Cathedral, which 

has welcomed tourists and locals to its serv­
ices for more than 20 years, also offers an 
outstanding display of mosaic, mural, and 
stained-glass art. The windows reach from 
floor to ceiling and depict the Stations of the 
Cross in striking, contemporary style. The 
south sanctuary window depicts human 
activity: science, agriculture, caring for the 
sick, teaching, and fine arts. In the lower 
right-hand corner of this window, several 
Las Vegas casinos have been included to 
represent recreation. The art is the work of 
two Los Angeles sisters, Edith and Isabel 
Piczek. Their work also decorates St. 
Anne's Church in downtown Las Vegas 
and the chapel at Nellis Air Force Base. 
Guardian Angel Cathedral, 302 East Desert 
Inn Road, Las Vegas, NV 89109. Phone 
702-735-5241. 

RENO-T AHOE 

Bowers Mansion 
Bowers Mansion and its adjacent park 

are nestled at the foot of the Sierra Nevada 
between Reno and Carson City. Picnic 
tables and manicured lawns abound, as 
well as a large playground. 

The mansion, where docent-guides dis­
cuss the Bowers family and the era's shift­
ing tides that made and broke the family, is 
open for tours through Nevada Day Octo­
ber 31. The mansion's entrance fee is $2 for 
adults, $1 for children under 12. On Sep­
tember 19, the Bowers Mansion Festival 
brings bluegrass and folk musicians to­
gether for a day of down-home listening 
fun . For festival details, call 702-849-0276. 
Bowers Mansion, Franktown Road off U.s. 
395, 18 miles south of Reno; 702-849-0201. 

Tahoe Rim Trail 
Volunteers will be shoveling and sweat­

ing through October 15 (weather permit­
ting) on several portions of the 150-mile 
Tahoe Rim Trail, building toward a 1991 
completion date. You can join the crew, or 
enjoy an autumn outing. To hike, start at the 
Spooner Rest Area on U.s. Highway 50 
between Carson City and Lake Tahoe and 
look for the Tahoe Rim Trail bulletin board. 
Hike about five miles south for a special 
view of Lake Tahoe. "You' ll know when 
you get there," says director Victoria 
Raucci. If you want hands-on involvement, 
call 916-577-8783. The prerecorded mes­
sage will tell you who to call, what to bring, 
and where to meet. Other completed and 
under-construction trail portions are at 
Tahoe City and near South Lake Tahoe. For 
directions, or for information about spon­
soring a mile of construction, call Raucci at 
916-577-0676. 

Fall Color Drive 
Mountain leaves experience the autumn 

several weeks before Reno and Carson 
City's trees turn to yellow and gold. Two 
particularly appealing areas-with showy 
aspens-are Monitor Pass and Hope Val­
ley. For a half-day driving tour, take U.S. 
395 south from Carson City to Highway 89. 
Follow Highway 89 west over Monitor 
Pass. Then continue on the highway 
through Markleeville, Wood fords (scene of 
a recent fire), and finally Hope Valley. 
Connect with U.s. 50 and complete the loop 
by driving north through South Lake Tahoe 
and over Spooner Summit to Carson City. 
Because autumn weather can be capricious, 
call before leaving home to make sure 
Monitor Pass is open. 916-587-3806 or 916-
577-3550. 

RURAL 

Remembrance of Things Past 
In Eureka you can wander through the 

past with a self-guided tour prepared by 
the Eureka County Historical Society. The 
tour includes 24 sites that recall Eureka's 
glory days-the Brossemer Brewery 
which has also been a soda-pop factory and 
the post office; the Tommyknocker gift 
shop, which originally was the site of a bank 
that burned with half the town in 1879, 
leaving only the vault that stands in · the 
present building; the Eureka Sentinel Mu­
seum with its old-time newspaper presses; 
and the courthouse-the pride of the 
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ESTABLISHED 1919 

,:::::~.~'~'Olle of the West's Beller Kilo/ell Stores" 

Western Wear for the 
Entire Family 
Stetson & Bailey Hats 

Justin Boots 
Pendleton Shirts 
Tony Lama Boots 

H Bar C Ranchwear 
Stewart Boots 

Pioneer Wear & Scully Leathers 
Lucchese Boots 

IN THE HEART 
OF DOWNTOWN RENO 

151 N. Sierra St .• 323-4481 
VISA . MASTER CHARGE 

VALIDATED PARKING 

You've earned it! 
ADVANTAGEJI!I'o "2J lFlllF111f lFllWrn, 

Only from Security Bank. 

H you're 55 or better, you 
may qualify for our exclusive 
package of banking services. 

Stop by any Security Bank 
office for more information. 

Advantage 55. Because 
you've earned it. 

II Security Bank 
~ of Nevada 

MEMBER FDIC 

MEMBER 

INN 

\J 
14 NEVADA SEPTIOCT 87 

town-which was built for about $90,000 in 
1879. A four-page guide to the tour is avail­
able at the courthouse. The first 12 historical 
sites are within walking distance of each 
other and the other 12 can be seen by car. 
The historical society notes that Eureka is 
not a ghost town and all of the sites listed 
are privately owned, so if you take the tour, 
please be sure not to trespass on any land or 
building that is not open for use. The court­
house is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Contact the Eureka County 
Chamber of Commerce, 702-237-5484, for 
more information. 

As The Temperature Dips 
Pleasant daytime and cool nighttime 

temperatures during fall make for comfort­
able outdoor activities in Eastern evada. 
At Cave Lake, for instance, early fall visi­
tors enjoy temperatures that reach into the 
mid-70s in the daytime and dip to the mid-
30s at night. Cave Lake is perched at 7,300 
feet in the Schell Creek Range, about 15 
miles from Ely. Deer hunters use the park's 
campsites, but no hunting is permitted 
within park boundaries. 

To the south, Lincoln County has four 
state parks. Spring Valley, 20 miles east of 
Pioche, includes the 65-acre Eagle Valley 
Reservoir. Anglers can cast for rainbow and 
cutthroat trout and for Alabama striped 
bass. Echo Canyon, nine miles west of 

In Eureka, you can wander 

through the past with a 

self-guided tour prepared by 

the Eureka County 

Historical Society 

Spring Valley includes Echo Reservoir, 
stocked with rainbow trout and crappie. 
The waterfront has a boat ramp and park­
ing area . 

Cathedral Gorge, a favorite of photogra­
phers, is two miles northwest of Panaca off 
U.s. 93. Cathedral gets its name from the 
spires and columns that nature created 
from bentonite-like clay deposits from a 
prehistoric lake bed. 

Beaver Dam is in rugged canyon country 
near the Utah border. It is reached by turn­
ing east off U.s 93 six miles north of Cal­
iente. From that point it is a 28-mile graded 
dirt road to the park. Beaver Dam includes 
15-acre Shroeder Reservoir, where visitors 
can fish, swim, and use small boats. For 
more information, contact the Nevada 
Division of State Parks, Box 176, Panaca, 
NY 89042, 702-728-4467 Q 

Las Vegas Outings by Kate Butler, Reno-Tahoe 
by Deborah A. Mawhar and Rural by Maria 
Federici. 



ON THE ROAD 

D .R. to the Rescue 
The desert rat made a proposal my father didn't 

like, but our detour had left us little choice. 

IT] 
n 1934, my father, a ranger for 

I the U.s. Forest Service at 
Magalia in Northern California, 
took my mother, my aunt, my 

younger brother and sister, and me on a 
vacation to Nevada. It was a crowded one, 
as we all were packed in our shiny-new 
Oldsmobile. My father brought along his 
Cine-Kodak movie camera to record the 
trip. Our itinerary included Death Valley 
and Scotty's Castle, the little towns of Las 
Vegas and Boulder City, and finally the 
bowels of the Boulder Dam construction 
site. 

After two weeks of covering and filming 
a lot ofterritory, we were tired I y on our wa y 
home, heading south from Boulder City, 
when we saw mile after mile of power lines 
stretching across the desert, lines that even­
tually would carry Boulder Dam's electric­
ity to Southern California. Impressed by the 
sight, my mother and aunt decided they 
wanted one last filming session with our 
new car under one of those towers. Because 

By D.A. Stansbury 

the power lines were some distance from 
the pavement, my father grumbled but fi­
nally relented to family pressure and 
plowed the car through the sand toward 
one of the towers. 

The filming was quickly completed, but 
getting the car back to the blacktop was 

When it comes 
to loans, 
we have two 
ironclad rules: 

#1. Ask for the loan 
#2. Pay it back 

Illustration: John Bardwell 

another problem, and not well handled due 
to my father's failing patience. With the 
Olds sinking down and going nowhere, he 
was about to bite the bullet when an old 
desert rat happened along in a vintage 
touring sedan and offered his assistance for 
a $10 fee. 

My father, fit to be tied but desperate, at 
length agreed, not believing the old timer's 
car would be able to retrieve ours. The man 
had no intention of using his own vehicle, 
as it turned out. My father was utterly be­
side himself when the D.R. methodically 
went around our car letting most of the air 
out of each of the tires. Then, with our entire 
family watching, he got behind the wheel 
and slowly drove our car back to the high­
way-the nearly flat tires giving the trac­
tion required . 

He left my incredulous father instruc­
tions to air up at the next opportunity as he 
drove off with the $10 bill in his pocket. Q 

D.A. Stansbunj now lives in Tucson. 

We've made 
banking 

simple, again. 
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THE LAS VEGAS JAYCEES PROUDLY PRESENT 

NEVADA'S 
LARGEST. 

STEXCITING 
STATE PAIR. 
OCTOBER 6 to 11 

I , 

OCTOBER 6 THROUGH 11 · CASHMAN FIELD CENTER 



THENEVADACALENDAR 

Arnold Palmer will be among the 54 professionals at the 1987 l.Jls Vegas Senior Classic. They will be competing 
for part of $250,000 prize money during the October 22-25 tournament at the Desert Inll. 

HOT LINES 
Charleston Heights Arts Center: films, art ex­

hibits, chamber music, 386-6383 
Fern Adair Conservatory of the Arts: musicals, 

ballets, theatre, 458-7575 
Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority: 

733-2323 
Las Vegas Stars: triple-A pro baseball, 8/29-9/ 

1 vs. Tacoma Tigers, Cashman Field, 386-7200 
Nevada Commission on Tourism: 885-3636 or 

800-237-0774 (outside Nevada) 
Nevada Division of State Parks: hikes, tours, 

stargazing, campfire programs at 21 parks 
around the state, District VI, Las Vegas, 385-
0264 

Reed Whipple Cultural Center: concerts, film 
festivals, melodramas, 386-6211 

EVENTS 
September 
Exhibit, thm 9/13, on the image of evada in 

casino advertiSing, Nevada State Museum 
and Historical Society, 486-5205 

Atocha Treasure Display and Auction, 8/31-9/ 
26, display of gold, silver, jewels, and arti­
facts, valued up to $50 million, recovered 
from the wreck of the Nllest ro Senora de Atoella; 
auctioned on 9/26, Caesars Palace, 731-7324 

Fall Art Round-Up, 9/1-30, judged and juried 
works, Las Vegas Art Museum, 451 -9486 

Museum Exhibit, 9/1-10/30, marine fossils 
from ancient oceans in Southern Nevada, 
Clark County Museum, Henderson, 455-7955 

Fossil Exhibit, 9/1-10/30, Smithsonian Institu­
tion exhibit on biologica l diversity, Museum 
of Natural History, UNLV, 739-3381 

John Running Photo Exhibit, 9/1-10/30, Mu­
seum of Natural History, UNLV 739-3381 

Block Party, 9/2, Sons of Erin salute the Irish 
Showband with barbecue and dance, Sham­
rock Furniture Store parking lot, 382-6397 

Dance Concert, 9/5, performers from Fern 
Adair Conservatory of the Arts, Ham Hall, 
UNLV 458-7575 

Dance Tribute, 9/5, benefit featuring Fern 
Adair Conservatory of the Arts dancers, Ham 
Hall, UNLV 458-7575 

Motocross, 9/5 and 9/12, 8pm, Sam Boyd Si lver 
Bowl, 739-3900 

Jerry LewisfMDA Telethon, 9/6-7 Caesars 
Palace, 731-7110 

McDermott U.S. Team Open 8-Ball 
Tournament, 9/9-13, western-d ivision pool 
matches with the national finals on the 12th, 
Imperial Palace, 794-3160 

San Gennaro Feast, 9/10-20, Italian food festi­
val with celebrities, local entertainment, 
adults $2.50, seniors $1, children 12 and under 
free, Landmark Hotel, 305-472-0206 

"A Life in the Theatre," 9/1 1-12, humorous 
play, Clark County Community College The­
atre, North Las Vegas, 644-PLA Y 

Harvest Festival, 9/11-13, arts and crafts, con­
tinuous stage entertainment, Cashman Field 
Center, 386-7110 

Clark County Basque Festival, 9/12-13, on Sat. 
fundraiser with traditional Basque events at 
Silk Purse Ranch, on Sun. family picnic with 
traditional Basque food, exhibitions, dancing, 
and contests at 51. Viator Community Center, 
Las Vegas, 361-6834 or 385-2662 

Concert, 9/15, Latin singing stars Jose Jose and 
Amanda Miguel, Aladdin Hotel, 736-011 1 

Las Vegas Neon, 9/15-11 /8, photographs of Las 
Vegas neon signs past and present, Nevada 
State Museum and Historical Society in 
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Lorenzi Park, 486-5205 
Desert Inn Open Tennis Toumament, 9/16-20, 

UST A members compete, Desert Inn Tennis 
Courts, 733-4577 

Anita Baker Concert, 9/19, Aladdin Hotel, 736-
0111 

Craftworks Market, 9/19-20, arts and crafts, 
gourmet food booths, mu ic, children' ac­
tivities, Jaycee Park, 456-6695 

Las Vegas Silver Cup Unlimited Hydroplane 
Races, 9/25-27 national high-poin t champi­
onship of America's fa ste t boats, $161,000 
purse; qualifying from 10am-4pm Fri. -Sa t., 
finals tart at noon Sun., Lake Mead, 731-211 5 

Cliff Segerblom Photo Exhibit, 9/25-10/25, 
evada State Mu eum and Historical Society, 

486-52,05 
Laughlin U.S. Hare Scrambles Championship, 

9/26-27 cross-country motorcycle race, on 
Sat. tech inspection at Riverside Resort's 
parking lot, on Sun. race, Laug hlin, 641 -6401 
or 457-5775 

Picnic Pops Concert, 9/27 ou tdoor concert 
perfo rmed by Las Vegas Symphony, U LV 
739-3420 

October 
Sam's Town Chili Cook-Off, 10/3, gamcs, 

contest including Miss Chili Pepper and bcer 
chugging, live country band, Sa m's Town 
Hotel, -l ~ -l -8048 

Art-in-the-Park, 10/3-4, largcst opcn-a ir fcsti ­
va l in Nevada with finc arts and crafts, Boul­
der ity, 293-2034 

Las Vegas Jaycees State Fair, 10/6-11 , diapcr 
derby, big-wheel races, grcased -pig chasc, pic 
ca ting, tobacco spitt ing, nai l d riving, John 
Todma n's Wondcr Show, arm -wrcstling 
championship; compctitions in home ,Hts, 
homc scicnce, ga rd en, animals, photogril phy, 
a rt, industrial a rts, il uto, high school bilnds, 
il nd cheerl cilders, Cashman Field enter, 732-
3247 

"Alice in Wonderland,"1 0/10- 11 a nd 1O/ 17-1H, 
til kes place in different pilrts of Lorcnzi l'ilTk, 
wCil r wil lking shocs, I~ninbow ompil ny 
Thcatrc, 386-6553 

Bocce Championship, It il li il n bil ll ga mc, Sn nds 
Hotel, 733-5542 

Hend er on Expo, 1O/16-1H, busi ness il nd home 
show, arts and crafts, Hend erson on ven tion 
Center, 565-8951 

G reat American Craft Fair, 10/16-1 H, arts and 
crafts, bluegrass music, chef demonstrations, 

ashman Field enter, 322-4544 
"Amadeus," 10/16-18 a nd 10/23-24, play, 
NewWe~ t Stage ompa ny, C ha rl es to n 
Heigh ts Arts Center, 386-6382 

Silver Du t 250, 10/17 last race of the evada 
Triple rown Off-Road Championship 

Railroad and Transportat ion Days, 10/1 8, 
demonstra tions of ea rly ra il travel with horse­
drawn vehicles, Pony Express, tra il ride, and 
exhibits on antique autos, stea mboats, stage­
coache, mu ic, and food, Clark ounty 
Museum, Hend erson, 455-7955 

Las Vegas Senior Classic, 10/22-25, PGA Senior 
Tour event with 5250,000 total prize money, 
daily tickets 510 in ad va nce, $15 at door, pack­
ages ava ilable, Desert Inn Count ry Club, 733-
GOLF 

"Giselle," 10/22-25, ballet, evada Dance The­
atre, Jud y Bayley Thea tre, U LV 739-3838 

Imperial Palace Antique Auto Run, 10/23-25, 
autos built prior to 1937 parade along a 144-
mile route from Las Vegas th rough the Valley 
of Fire State Park to Boulder Beach on Lake 
Mead, Imperial Palace Hotel, 731-3311 

Fairshow, 10/23-25, hot-air balloon races, chili 

Photos: Cliff Segerblom (toP); DaVid Brown (bonom) 



The fastest racing boats in America compete in ti,e Budweiser Las Vegas Silver Cli p Unlimited Hydroplnne Race September 25-27 The competition, held on Lake Mead, 
sees boats race at speeds lip to 200m ph, and offers a $161,000 purse, mnking it the richest event of the 1987 racing series. See story on page 51 for more details. 

Dazzling multi-colored hot air balloons are the centers of attention anhe Fairshow in North Las Vegas October 23-25. In addition to the Nevada Championship Hot 
Air Balloon Race, fair-goers can enjoy a chili cook-off, antique auto parade, children's events, arts and crafts, and Mr. Macho Nevada and Ms. Chili Pepper contest. 
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cook-off, craft bazaar, antique auto and RV 
show, food fair, exhibits, and contests, North 
Las Vegas, 642-1944 

Lucky Strike Filters Classic, 10/23-29, bowling 
tournament, Sam's Town Hotel, 454-8048 

Halloween Tennis Classic, 10/29-11/1 , mem­
bers of USTA 18 and under compete, Desert 
Inn Tennis Courts, 733-4577 

COMING EVENTS 
Powwow of the FourWmds, 11/14-1 5, Hender­

son, 642-6674 
National Finals Rodeo, 12/4-12, Las Vegas, 731-

2115 
Christmas Parade, 12/1 2, Boulder City, 293-

2034 

Each October, Art-in-the­
Park attracts thousands of 
visitors from across the 
country to Boulder City. 
Proceeds from the event 
benefit the Boulder City 
Hospital auxiliary. 

Las Vegas Silver Cup 

Harbor Parade of Lights, 12/12, Lake Mead, 
293-2034 

Nevada State Championship Chili Cook-Off, 
12/19-20, Las Vegas, 734-0410 

New Years Eve Celebration, 12/31, Downtown 
Las Vegas, 382-6397 

NIGHTLIFE 
Wild Reappearing Act 
By Pete Mikla 

1l1usionists Siegfried and Roy are most fa­
mous fo r making exotic animals disappear in 
their popular "Beyond Belief" tage spectacular 
at the Frontier Hotel in Las Vegas. 

However, their proudest achievement is the 

Unlimited Hydroplane Races, Lake Mead ........... Sept. 25-27 
"Hydro-Hop" Street Festivities, Boulder City .. 7pm, Sept. 26 

Art-in-the-Park ................................................................ Oct. 3&4 
Corvette Rally .................................................................. Oct. 9-11 
Harbor Parade of Lights, Lake Mead .............................. Dec. 11 
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Siegfried alld Roy's act focuses 0 11 gralld-scale illll­
sions alld their mellagerie of jllngle animals. 

fact that they've been able to keep a few animals 
from disappearing permanently. 

When they' re not on stage making elephants 
disappea r or shooting a jaguar out of a ca nnon, 
Siegfried and Roy spend much of their time at 
their jungle palace Las Vegas home with the 
breed of animal they have named the white tiger 
of evada. "That is the legacy we'd like to leave 
the world," Siegfried says. "Our main goal is to 
rebuild the white tiger breed and spread them 
throughout the world ." 

The magical pair own two adult white tigers 
and one adult snow-white tiger. A white tiger's 
coloring is white with black stripes rather than 

Despite their reputations as 

animal lovers, they don't like 

the label/animal trainers.' 

the conventional orange and black. The snow­
white tiger has a pure white coat with no stripes. 
All have ice blue eyes and pink paws. 

Three cubs were born earlier this year which 
increased the white-tiger population. That 
means a new phase of the breeding program has 
begun. 

"We've had inquiries from governments and 
animal preserva tion societies from all over the 
world . The cubs are literally million-dollar ba­
bies, and we want to make sure they receive 
excellent homes," Roy explains. "Our philoso­
phy is that you ca n' t take it with you, but you can 
leave something of value to future generations." 

Despite their reputations as animal lovers, 
they don't like the label "animal trainers." "We 
don't train our animals," Siegfried points out. 
"We study them and try to learn their personali­
ties. If they are part of an illusion, then it's 
because the illusion was built around a particu­
lar animal's personality and it feels comfortable 
in the surroundings." 

In June Siegfried and Roy traveled to Europe 
to talk to prospective white-tiger owners. Last 
year they toured Europe and even dropped in 
on Pope John Paul II at the Vatican. In every 
country they visited, they were recognized not 
only as entertainers but also as Nevadans. 

"Whenever we go somewhere, people ask us 
about Las Vegas. It's really nice to be identified 
with a city," Siegfried says. "When they ask me 

Photo: Las Vegas News Bureau 



to describe Las Vegas, I just tell them it's a 
magical city that can't compare to anyplace else. 
I tell them they just have to come here and see it 
for themselves." 

Earlier this year there were rumors that 
Siegfried and Roy would be leaving Las Vegas 
soon. The illusionists were happy to deny the 
rumors. They will remain at the Frontier Hotel 
with "Beyond Belief" at least until December 
and possibly into 1988. There is talk of a world 
tour, but no plans have been announced yet. In 
May, Golden Nugget owner Steve Wynn an­
nounced he will build a half-billion dollar resort 
on the Strip. It is scheduled to open in 1989. 
When it does, the headliners in the showroom 
will be Siegfried and Roy. 

With a new breed of tigers growing and a new 
hotel under construction, both say confidently, 
"This is only the beginning." 

Siegfried and Roy appear at the Frontier Hotel 
Tuesday through SlInday at 7 and 11 p.m. 

SHOWGUIDE 
Aladdin, 736-0240: "Oba Oba," stage extrava­

ganza, indf., dark Tues. 
Bally's, 739-4567: Celebrity Room: Tom Jones, 9/ 

3-9 and 10/1-14; Sammy Davis, Jr., 10/17-30; 
Dean Martin, 10/15-21 

Bourbon Street, 737-7200: "Bourbon Street Fo­
lies," starring Melinda, The First Lady of 
Magic, indf. 

Caesars Palace, 731-7110: Kool and the Gang, 9/ 
2-7; Temptations/Emmanuel, 9/9-14; Joan 
Rivers/ ell Carter, 9/16-22; David Copper­
field, 9/24-9/28 and 9/30-10/6; Beach Boys, 
10/7-12; Pointer Sisters, 10/14-19; Judds/Jay 
Leno, 10/21-26; Willie Nelson and Fa mily, 
10/28-11 /2 

California Hotel, 385-1222: Mainstream, thru 9/ 
13; Flashback, 9/14-27; John Amore, 9/14-27 

Circus Circus, 734-0410: Free circus acts, 11am­
midnight 

Colorado Belle, Laughlin, 298-4000: Enterta in­
mentTBA 

Del Webb's Nevada Club, Laughlin, 298-2512: 
Hoyt Henry and the Dixie Jazz Kings, indf., 
(dark Sat.-Sun.) 

Desert Inn, 733-4566: Rich Little/Fifth Dimen­
sion, 9/3-23 

Dunes, 737-4741: Comedy Store, ind f. 
Edgewater, Laughlin, 298-2453: Lounge enter­

tainment nightly 
Flamingo Hilton, 733-3333: "City Lites," stage 

spectacular; Bonnie Graham/Sonny Turner, 
thru 9/3 and 10/16-22; Bonnie Graham/ 
Winchester Cathedral, 9/4-10; Treniers/Dae 
Han Sisters, 9/11-10/8; Bonnie Graham/ 
Carleen Terrano, 10/9-15; Winchester Cathe­
dral/Sonny Turner, 10/23-11/6 

Four Queens, 385-401 1: Coasters, thru 9/6; 
Barney Kessel, 9/7; Doug Kershaw, 9/15-20; 
Frank Sinatra, Jr. , 9/22-10/4; Billy Eckstine, 
10/6-18; Platters, 10/20-11/15 

Frontier, 734-0240: Siegfried and Roy in "Be­
yond Belief," thru 11/29, dark Mon., family 
show (no nudity) 10/30 

Gold Coast, 367-7111 : Sliced Bread, 9/1-13; Sis­
ter Sister, 9/15-10/4; Buddy Wilde, 10/6-11/ 
1 

Golden Nugget, 386-8100: Paul Anka, 9/3-15; 
Lou Rawls, 10/1-6; Harry Belafonte, 10/8-10; 
Don Rickles, 10/15-27 

Hacienda, 739-5911: "Minsky's Burlesque," 
indf., dark Thurs. 

Holiday, 369-5222: "Rocky Sennes' Roaring '20s 
Revue," indf., starring Sue Kim and the Kim 
Brothers, thru 10/31 

Imperial Palace, 794-3261: "Legends in Con­
cert" /Dave Swan, indf., dark Sun. 

Landmark, 733-1110: Juli Maners, thru 9/9 
Las Vegas Hilton, 732-5755: Englebert Humper­

dinck, 9/1-6; Jeffrey Osborne, 9/8-13; Wayne 
Newton, 9/15-27; Donna Summer, 9/29-10/ 
4; Dionne Warwick, 10/6-11; Bill Cosby/ 
Sa mmy Davis, Jr. , 10/13-18; Englebert 
Humperdinck, 10/20-11/1 

Marina, 739-1500: "Flesh 'n Fantasy," indf., dark 
Wed. 

Maxim, 731-4300: "Playboy's Girls of Rock and 
Roll," indf., dark Tues. 

Mint, 387-6468: Entertainment TBA 
Palace Station, 367-2411: Good Vibration, thru 

9/13; Lenny Lopez, thru 9/27 
Peppermill Resort, Mesquite: 346-5232: Stan 

Pa rnes, thru 9/6; Leland s, 8/31-9/13; 
Cameron, 9/1-27; St. Romain, 9/7-20; Lucy 

Lucille, 9/21-27; Tommy Bell, 9/14-10/4; 
Cheryl Cotten, 9/28-10/17; Wrays, 10/5-18; 
Dare, 9/28-10/11; Stan Parnes, 10/19-25; 
Briefcase Blues Band, 10/26-31; Network, 10/ 
26-31 

Regency, Laughlin, 298-2439: Piano bar 
Riverside Resort, Laughlin, 298-2535: Tammy 

Wynette, 9/4-6; Moe Bandy, 9/18-19; Karate 
Tournament, 9/26; Paul Revere and the Raid­
ers, 10/2-3; Merle Haggard, 10/9-10; Gary 
Morris, 10/16-17; Mel Tillis, 10/30-31 

Riviera, 734-5301: "Splash!" production show, 
indf.; "An Evening at La Cage," revue, indf.; 
"A.M.-A Blast from the Past," indf.; "An 
Evening at the Improv," comedians, indf.; 
"The Latin Quarter," revue, indf. 

Royal Casino, 733-4000: ightly entertainment 
Sahara, 737-2424: "Ain't Misbehavin' " starring 

Hinton Battle, indf., dark Mon. 

Don Laughlin 's 

RIVERSIDE RESORT 
HOTEL & CASINO • LAUGHLIN, NEVADA 

(&1-; 
~ • Great Entertainment 

• 660 Rooms & Suites 

~ 
· 2 " First Run" $ 1. 29 Movie Theatres 

• Gourmet Dining • 2 Swimming Pools 
• 400 Luxurious RV Stations with Full Hookups 

• 1,000 Slot Machines • $50,000 Keno 
• $5,000 Bingo • Poker • Roulette 

For Reservations Call TOLL FP.EE 

(800) 227-3849 

• "21" • C 
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DISCOVER WINNEMUCCA 
----1987 WINNEMUCCA EVENTS 

Labor Day Weekend: 
Nevada Rodeo Sept. 5&6 
Western Art Roundup 

Sept. 4,5&6 
Tri County Fair Sept. 5,6,&7 

Western Art 

Nevada Rodeo 

Winnemucca Parimutuel 
Horse Races Sept. 12& 13 
World Championship Mule 
Show 
& Parimutuel Races 

Sept. 17,18,19&20 

Roundup 

Featuring original works by invite:d ..... iliiiiiiiiiiii;;-----iiiiiiiiijjjiiiiijjjiiiii"",.~ 
anists from throughout the USA and 

Write for free brochure: 
Winnemucca C.Y.B .. 
50 Winnemucca Blvd. 
Winnemucca, NY 89445 Canada. Anists' demonstrations, 

wine tasting. quickdraw and auction. (702) 623-5071 

"Owned and Operated By Nevadans" 

GROUP CHARTER & TOURS TO 
ANYWHERE IN THE UNITED STATES 

• Largest Fleet of Luxury Motor Coaches in No. Nevada 
• Experienced Courteous Staff 
• Bi-Lingual Guide Service 
• Scheduled Service to Fallon , Austin , Eureka, Ely and 

the Great Basin National Park 

2570 Tacchino Street 
Reno, Nevada 89512 

(702) 329-2877 
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Toll Free 
(Outside Nevada) 
800-843-5061 

Sam Boyd's Fremont, 385-3232: Gene Sironen, 
thru 9/6; Smith Brothers/Far East, thru 9/13; 
Steve Long, 9/7-13 

Sam's Town, 456-7777: Nightly entertainment 
Sam's Town Gold River, Laughlin, 298-2242 
Sands, 733-5000: "Star Shop," revue, indf., dark 

Mon. 
Silver Slipper, "Boylesque," revue, indf., dark 

Thurs. 
Stardust, 732-6325: "Lido de Paris," indf., dark 

Tues. 
Sundance, 382-6111: Kathy Dahl/Richard 

Yusco 
Tropicana, 739-2411: "Folies Bergere," indf., 

dark Thurs. 
Union Plaza, 386-2444: Always a Broadway hit 

comedy or musical 
Whiskey Pete's, on 1-15 at the California-Ne­

vada border, 382-4388: Live entertainment 

MUSEUMS 
Henderson 

Clark County Museum, 8-5 Mon.-Fri., 9-5 Sat.­
Sun., 1830 S. Boulder Hwy., 565-0907 

Discovery, The Children's M useum, 10-6 
Mon.-Wed . and Fri., 10-8 Thurs., 10-5 Sat., 1-5 
Sun., 2744 N. Green Valley Pkwy., 382-3445 

Las Vegas 
American Museum of Historical Documents, 

10-7 Mon.-Sat., 11-6 Sun., 3200 Las Vegas 
Blvd. 5., privately owned, 731-0785 

Imperial Palace Auto Collection, 9:30am-
11:30pm daily, Las Vegas, 794-3174 

Las Vegas Art Museum, 10-3 Tues.-Sat., noon-3 
Sun., Lorenzi Park, 3333 W. Washington Ave., 
647-4300 

Las Vegas Museum of Natural History, 9-9 
dai ly, 3700 Las Vegas Blvd. 5., 798-7757 

Liberace Museum, 10-5 Mon,-Sat., 1-5 Sun., 
1775 E. Tropicana, 798-5595 

Nevada State Museum and Historical Society, 
11:30-4:30 Mon.-Tues, 8:30-4:30 Wed.-Sat., 
Lorenzi Pa rk, 385-0115 

Olde Tyme Gambling Museum, 9am-1am 
daily, Stardust Hotel, 732-6111 

Ripley's Believe It or Not!, 9am-mid night Sun.­
Thurs., 9am-1 am Fri.-Sat., Four Queens Hotel, 
385-4011 

UNL V Museum of Natural History, 9-5 Mon.­
Fri., 10-5 Sat., UN LV 739-3381 

Overton 
Lost City Museum, 8:30-4:30 daily, ancient 

Pueblo cu lture, 397-2193 

ART GALLERIES 
The following Las Vegas area ga lleries offer 
original works. If you're calling from out of state, 
Nevada's area code is 702. 

Boulder City 
Art Exchange: 444 Hotel Plaza,10-5 Mon.-Sat., 

12-5 Sun., iron sculpture, photography, and 
original prints, 293-0172 

Boulder City Art Guild and Gallery: 1495 
Nevada Hwy., 1-5 Sun.-Sa t., oils and water­
colors by local artists, 294-9982 

Brent Thompson Art and Framing; 1672 Ne­
vada Hwy., 10-5 Tues.-Fri., 10-4 Sat., contem­
porary Southwest, 293-4652 

Burk Gal'ry: 1229 Arizona, 10-5 Mon.-Fri., 10-4 
Sat., western themes and polage, 293-3958 

Henderson 
Studio West: 2708 N. Green Valley Pkwy., 10-6 

Mon.-Sat., paintings, etchings, and limited­
edition prints, 458-2535 



Las Vegas 
AA Gallery: 1812 Las Vegas Blvd. 5., 10-6 Mon.­

Fri., Sat.-Sun. by appointment, commissioned 
portraits, 386-2787 

Allied Arts Gallery: 3207-1/2 Las Vegas Blvd. 
5., 9-5 Mon.-Fri., contemporary work by 
Nevada artists, 731-5419 

Alta Ham Fine Arts Gallery: U LV 4505 S. 
Maryland Pkwy., 8-5 Mon.-Fri., nationally 
known artists, 739-3893 

American Museum of H istorical Documents: 
3200 Las Vegas Blvd. 5., 10-6 Mon.-Wed., 10-
9 Thurs.-Fri ., 10-6 Sat., 12-5 Sun., historical 
documents framed as art, 731-0785 

Art Lover's Gallery: 953 E. Sahara Ave., 10-6 
Tues.-Fri., 10-5 Sat., posters, prints, and lim­
ited-edition lithographs, 734-2822 

Canterb ury Arts: 1566 Western, 8:30-5 Mon.­
Fri., weekends and evenings by appointment, 
original graphics and limited-edition prints, 
384-9640 

Charleston Heights Arts Center: 800 S. Brush 
St., 1-8 Mon.-Thurs., 1-5 Fri.-Sun., students' 
work, 386-6383 

Circle Gallery Ltd.: Bally's Hotel Shopping 
Arcade, 10-10 Sun.-Sat., lithographs and seri­
graphs, 734-0000 

Clark County Library District 1401 E. Fla­
mingo Rd ., 9-9 Mon.-Thurs., 9-5 Fri.-Sat., 1-5 
Sun., local photography, 733-7810 

Downtown Art and Gift Gallery: 321 Las Vegas 
Blvd. 5., 11-2 Mon.-Fri ., weekends and eve­
nings by appointment, oils, acrylics, and 
sculpture, 384-3884 

Emperor Galleries: 3000 Paradise Rd ., 9-10 
Sun.-Thurs., 9-12 Fri.-Sat., portraits and Violet 
Parkhurst seascapes, 731-0456 

Habitat: 4300 Meadows Ln., 10-9 Mon.-Fri., 10-6 
Sat., 11-6 Sun., Southwestern prints, watercol­
ors, 878-2434 

Herigstad's Gallery: 2290 E. Flamingo Rd., 10-6 
Mon.-Sa t., Peggy Hopper Hawaiian land­
scapes, Neiman and Dali signed lithographs, 
733-7366 

Las Vegas Art Museum: 3333 W. Washington 
Ave., 10-3 Tues.-Sat., 12-3 Sun., youth, e­
vada, and guest artist displays, 647-4300 

Las Vegas Artists Cooperative: 4300 Meadows 
Ln., 10-9 Mon.-Fri., 10-6 Sat.-Sun., 200 local 
artists, 877-0761 

Markus Galleries: 3200 Las Vegas Blvd . 5., Suite 
309,10-6 Mon.-Wed . and Sat., 10-9 Thurs.-Fri., 
12-5 Sun., contemporary art by area artists, 
Austine Wood polages, 737-7307 

Mary Lou's: 5079 Arville, 9-6 Mon.-Fri ., 9-1 Sat., 
Southwest Indian art, baskets, and pottery, 
367-6465 

Minotaur Fine Arts Ltd .: 3200 Las Vegas Blvd. 
5., 10-6 Mon.-Fri., 10-9 Thurs.-Fri., 10-6 Sat., 
12-5 Sun., oils, etchings, and lithographic 
drawings, 737-1400 

Nevada Frames and Gallery: 3061 Sheridan, 10-
5 Mon.-Sat., floral and animal paintings, 876-
6734 

Newsom's Art Gallery: 1141 S. Maryland 
Pkwy., 10-5 Tues.-Sat. and by appointment, 
western paintings, bronzes, and woodcarv­
ing, 384-9865 

Portfolio Ink: 2350 S. Jones Blvd ., 2-7 Tues.-Fri., 
11-6 Sat., limited-edition serigraphs and litho­
graphs, 876-3587 

Raphael Galleries, Ltd.: 3200 Las Vegas Blvd. 5., 
10-6 Mon.-Wed. and Sat., 10-9 Thurs.-Fri., 12-
5 Sun., oils, lithographs, porcelain figurines, 
and pla tes, 732-9523 

Reed Whipple Center Gallery: 821 Las Vegas 
Blvd. N., 2:30-8 Mon. and Thurs., 10-8 Tues., 
Wed., and Fri., 9-5 Sat., 12-5 Sun., local artists, 
386-6383 

Ryan Galleries: 3661 S. Maryland Pkwy., 10-5 

MARK lWAIN SLEPT HERE ... 
Ate here, drank here too! 

In fact, since the 1860's we've been pleasing the famous and infamous 
with the area's finest accommodations and treating guests to renown culi­
nary del ights. 

We've changed a little since then, added a floor here - a cas ino there, 
but still offer a variety of services that would please the most discriminating 
guest, including - elegant rooms & suites, great restaurants (buffet to gour­
met), banquet & convention facilities, live entertainment and Carson City's 
most dynami 24-hour casino! 
Visit us soon Mark Twain bragged about us for years - you will too! 

(}JImsbq '}lOUSE 
Carson City's Premier Hotel/Cas ino 

Toll Free: (800) 648-0920 In Nevada: (702) 882-1890 

© 1987 Ormsby HOLlse 

Nevada Carriage Company is pleased to offer a fine 
line of previously owned domestic and imported 
automobiles. In addition, the comprehensive service 
department, body shop and painting facility are 
adjacent to our showroom. We also offer a complete 
leasing and sales facility for new, domestic and 
foreign automobiles. 

Complete Sales, Service and Leasing 

EVADA CARRIAGE COMPANY 
o TELEGRAPI-I STREET RENO 7BB-2131 
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Mon.-Fri., serigraphs and oils, 734-0650 
Sandor Art Studio/Gallery: 3390 Oneida Way, 

9-6 daily, western and Indian subjects, 732-
4808 

Studio Workshop and Gallery: 608 E. Sahara 
Ave., 10-5 Mon.-Fri., 10-4 Sat., local artists, 
734-8962 

Sturman Fine Arts: 101 Convention Center Dr., 
private collection open for viewing to major 
collectors, private dealers, and universities by 
appointment only, 734-2787 

Torres Gallery and Frame Shop: 2470 E. Tropi­
cana Ave., 9-6 Mon.-Sat., original and limited­
edition prints, 454-6622 

Touch of the West Gallery: Dunes Hotel, 10-8 
Sun .-Thurs., 10-10 Fri.-Sat., Charles Smith 
paintings, western art, serigraphs, 731-1315 

Winged Horse Gallery: 6380 Eastern Ave., 10-5 
Mon.-Sat., contemporary ceramic, wood and 
bronze sculpture, paintings, 798-0778 

CASINO NOTES 
-There's a new place to play in Las Vegas this 

September. The Park Hotel and Casino feature 
a 50,000-square-foot casino with 700 slot ma­
chines, craps, blackjack, roulette, poker, and 
keno. The high rise hotel has 435 decorated 
room and suites plus a free-form swimming 
pool. The Park, located at 300 orth Main Street 
near downtown, also boasts three bars, enter­
tainment lounge, snack bar, buffet, and a 24-
hour dining room. 

- East meets West at the new Teahouse in the 
Imperial Palace Hotel. In keeping with the 
hotel's Oriental theme, the resta urant's entrance 
has two hand-carved statues imported from the 

Caesars pres Dan Reichartz, Cleopatra, and Caesar 
joined Yoshiaki Tamura's j:u;kpot celebration. 

Far East. Inside are clay-tile roofs, wood beams, 
and si lk flowers. The second-floor Teahouse is 
open 24 hours a day. 

- Circus Circu Enterpri es, Inc.'s newest 
property, the Colorado Belle in Laughlin, 
opened la t summer on the banks of the Colo­
rado River. The $80 million theme resort is high­
lighted by a 608-foot-long replica of a 19th-cen­
tury three-deck Mississippi paddlewheeler. The 
complex has 1,238 deluxe rooms and suites, a 
60,000-square-foot casino, five res taurants, a 
lou nge, bars, gift shops, two swimming pools, 
and an outdoor spa. 

- Former Tokyo police ergeant and karate 
instructor Yoshiaki Tomura livened up his 
Fourth of July Weekend with a $1,077,777 slot 
jackpot at Caesars Palace. Tomura, a frequent 

ESCAPE TO A SUMMER 
DOWN UNDER CRUISE 

AUSTRALIA • NEW ZEALAND 

20°/0 O JApNFUARY 3-17, 1988 7 6-3399 

I' 120 MILL STREET, RE 0 

14) 
Donna & Vern Durkee 

Durkee Travel Bureau 
Incorporated 

Scrving Reno (or 41 Year;. 

PLANET POTTER 
8 miles west 
of Gerlach 

Open most of 
the time. 

Beautiful Drive 
3 GALLERIES 
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visitor to Las Vegas, moved to Van Nuys, Cali­
fornia, last January with his wife and son. Born 
July 4, 1950, Tomura thinks the jackpot made a 
wonderful birthday present. 

TOURNAMENTS 
September 
Poker, 8/31-10/30, every weekday, Landmark, 

733-1110 
Slots, 9/1, California Hotel, 385-1222 
Pan, 9/1-2, Union Plaza, 386-2110 
Poker, 9/2-10/28, every Wed ., Sahara, 737-2715 
Pan, 9/6-10/25, every Sun., Sahara, 737-2715 
Baccarat, 9/9-10, Las Vegas Hilton, 732-5515 
Slots, 9/11-13, Riviera, 734-5424 
Football Playoffs Sports Betting Cham-

pionships, 9/12-14, Sahara, 737-2713 
Craps, 9/13-15, Flamingo Hilton, 733-3117 
Slots, 9/13-16, Hacienda, 739-8911 
Slots, 9/20-23, Frontier, 734-0385 
Slots, 9/21-24, Sands, 733-5000 
Blackjack,9/25-27 Imperial Pa lace, 794-3160 
Slots, 9/27-10/1, Union Plaza, 386-2110 

October 
Baccarat, 10/9-12, Aladdin, 736-0219 
Slots, 10/18-20, Flamingo Hilton, 733-3117 
Blackjack, 10/18-21 , Frontier, 734-0385 
Slots, 10/22-25, Sands, 733-5000 

A Reminder: To confirm dates and times, use the 
phone number listed with each event. For out­
of-state ca llers, the area code is 702 throughout 

evada. For hotels' toll-free phone numbers, 
ca ll 800-555-1212 . 

I 

•••• ••• ••••••••••••• 
: Visit : 
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FLY IN or DRIVE IN 

CASINO 
- Liberal Slots 

• Excellent Cooks 
• Jovial Waitresses 

• Friendly Bartenders 

BLUESKY 
MOTEL 
- Queenslze Beds 

• Satellite T. V 
• Quiet & close to Casino 

Laundromat, RV park, Market 
Airport, Fuel 

CASINO & MOTEL 
(702) 297-9289 

KIDWELL AIRPORT 
(702) 297-1228 
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THENEVADACALENDAR 

Figuring out the recipe is part of the fun when making taste tests at the High Sierra Regional Championship 
Chili Cook-Off, September 19-20. Some contestants will do anything to improve the flavor. 

HOT LINES 
Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority: 916-544-5057 or 

800-822-5922 in U.S. 
Nevada Commission on Tourism: 885-3636 or 

800-237-0774 outside Nevada 
Nevada Division of State Parks: hikes, tours, 

stargazing, campfire programs at 21 parks 
around the state, District II, Carson City, 885-
4379 

Palomino Valley Gun Club: 323-3950 
Piper's Opera House: daily musical melodrama 

(except Fri.) "Tomfoolery," thTU 9/13; daily 
tours (except Fri.) throughout Fall, weather 
permitting, 11am-5pm, Virginia City, 847-
0433 

Reno-Sparks Convention and Visitors 
Authority: 827-7600 or 800-FOR-RENO out­
side Nevada 

UNR Football, 9/19 vs. UC Davis; 10/10 vs. 
Montana State; 10/24 vs. Stephen F. Austin 
(Homecoming); 10/31 vs. Idaho State; 
Mackay Stadium, 348-PACK 

EVENTS 
September 
Carson Valley Photography Show, 9/1-30, 

Courthouse Museum, Genoa, 265-2850 
Pacific Coast Quarter Horse Show, 9/2-6, Reno 

Livestock Events Center, 323-3073 
Numaga Indian Days, 9/4-6, powwow featur­

ing competitive and social Indian dancing, 
Native American food, arts and crafts, games 
and gambling, free, Reno-Sparks Indian Col­
ony, 329-2936 

Appaloosa Sale, 9/5, Reno Livestock Events 
Center, 323-3073 

Splendor of the Sierra Fine Arts Show, 9/5-6, 
live jazz, wine tasting, Northstar, North Lake 
Tahoe, 916-562-1010 

Railroad Steam-Up, 9/5-6, restored Virginia 
and Truckee Railroad Engine No. 25 will haul 
two open-air excursion cars on the mile-long 
track, Nevada State Railroad Museum, Car­
son City, 885-5168 

Living History, 9/5-6, Civil War Volunteers 
encampment with staged battles, 1860s fash­
ion show, living history demonstrations, 
talks on Civil War soldiers and equipment, 
Rancho San Rafael, 747-3366 

North Lake Tahoe Symphony Assn. Music 
Festival, 9/6, The Chateau, Incline Village, 
831-4622 

Western Classic Appaloosa Show, 9/6-7 Reno 
Livestock Events Center, 323-3073 

Labor Day Picnic, 9/7 11am, West End Beach, 
Donner Lake, 916-587-2757 

Roy Orbison Concert, 9/10, $15, 7pm and 
9:30pm, Peppermill, 826-2121 

"Noises Off," 9/11-12, 9/18-20, and 9/24-26, 
English farce, Reno Little Theater, 329-0661 

Great Reno Balloon Race, 9/11-13, competition 
for $10,000 in prize money and a four-wheel­
drive pickup, begins at 5:45am with lift-off of 
the Dawn Patrol followed by mass ascension 
of 110 balloons at 7am to live music, Rancho 
San Rafael Park, 786-1131 

National Team Penning Finals, 9/11-13, 
ho!>ted by Peppermill, Reno Livestock Events 
Center, 826-2121 

Camel Race Challenge, 9/11-13, Ormsby 
House, host hotel for Virginia City Camel 
Races (9/11-13), presents a weekend of 
Camel Race challenges, musical guests, and 
food, Carson City, 882-1890 

Western Jamboree Weekend, 9/11-13, invita-
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Early risers are rewarded with a breathtaking sight at the Great Reno Ballooll Race, Septelllber 11-13. The 
event, which attracts 110 of the nation's top balloonists, begins each day at 5:45 a.m. 

Carson City celebrates another anniversary of Nevada's statehood on October 31 with marchillg bands, the 
World Championship Single Jack Rock Drilling Contest , and Nevada State Championship Bed Races. 

26 NEVADA SEPTIOCT 87 

tiona I art show, quick-draw art competi tion, 
reception, Western shindig dinner and danc­
ing, Ms. High Altitude Chili Pepper and Mr. 
Hot Buns crowning, Tahoe Biltmore, Crystal 
Bay, 831-4440 

Virginia City Camel Races, 9/11-13, on Fri. 
qualifying races and 1880s Ball, on Sat. 11am 
parade followed by races, on Sun. races, Vir­
ginia City, 847-0311 

Virginia City lOO-Mile Endurance Horse Race, 
9/12, 20th anniversary race starts at 4am at 
the Bucket of Blood Saloon and follows origi­
nal trail through Virginia City, Sparks, Reno, 
and Washoe Valley. Last leg of the ASTR 
Triple Crown, Virginia City, 267-2499 

North Shore Triathlon, 9/12, lOam, Commons 
Beach, Tahoe City, 916-583-5544 

Truck Pull, 9/12, Reno Livestock Events Cen­
ter, 323-3073 

Living History Exhibit, 9/12-13, recreation of 
the opulent life at the Pope Esta te on the shore 
of Lake Tahoe, antique collection, authentic 
1914-20 costumes, refreshments, free, Tallac 
Site, South Lake Tahoe, 916-541 -5458 

Hunter Sight-In Days, 9/12-13, free, Palomino 
Valley Gun Club, 323-3950 

Northstar Open Tennis Tournament, 9/12-14, 
for all abilities and ages, orthstar, orth 
Lake Tahoe, 916-562-1010 

Chili Cook-Off and Armadillo Races, 9/13, 
includes Miss Armadillo Pageant, Ponderosa 

Photos: Bren Pauly (top) : Richard Rowan 



Ranch, Incline Vil lage, 831-4440 
Seventh Annual Kirkwood I O-km Run, 9/1 3, 

Timber Creek Lodge, Kirkwood Ski Resort, 
209-258-6000 

Autocross, 9/13, Reno Livestock Events Center, 
323-6156 

Mexican Dance, 9/13 and 9/28, Reno Livestock 
Events Center, 329-3658 

NAWIC Exposition, 9/16-19, exhibits of con­
struction-related products and services, tl. 
Assn. of Women in Construction, Bally's 
Reno, 323-3610 

National Championship Air Races, 9/17-20, 
24th annual, racing fo rmat includes four air­
craft classes: Unlimiteds, AT-6's, Biplanes, 
and Formula Ones, qualifying trials are 9/14-
16, Stead Airport, 10 miles north of Reno, 348-
7403 or 415-392-7469 

UNR Foundation Annual Banquet, 9/18, fea­
tures Major League Baseball Commissioner 
Peter Ueberroth as keynote speaker, cock­
tails, dinner, Harrah's Reno, 784-6622 

Air Race Alert 
The 24th annual National Championship Air 
Races, September 17-20, will feature aero­
batic acts and four classes of racing aircraft. 
The event takes place at Stead Airfield, 10 
miles north of Reno. See page 48 in this issue 
for story and photos. 

Photo: GiiardVOutiook West 

Doc Holiday (above) shows his winn;'lg form at n recent Virginia City Camel Race. This year's races in 
September will find the Comstock jockeys trying to recapture the Camel Cli p from the Australians. 

Aussies Come to Nevada for a Camel 
This year's Virginia City Ca mel Races will 
have a lot of pride riding on the humped 
beasts. During three days of competition, Sep­
tember 11 -13, the team of ca mel jockeys repre­
senting Virginia Ci ty also will be rid ing for the 
li nited States in a new battle of the hemi­
spheres-the International Camel Cup. 

The races will fea tu re a rematch between 
teams from Virginia Ci ty and Alice Springs, 
Australia. They met for the first time in May, 
with the Aussies winning the three-foot-high 
brass Ca mel Cup trophy, based loosely on the 
better-known America 's Cup. 

Racing the ships of the desert Down Under 
offered a few lessons for the Comstock crew, 
who had brought the coveted prize all the way 
from Virginia City, where camel race support­
ers had paid for it . 

"The Australians were very experienced at 
camel racing," said Faye Conner, a member of 
the delegation, which was led by First Lad y 
Bonnie Bryan. "Plus, we were totally unfamil­
iar with their style of racing ." Conner, who 
raises horses in Virginia City Highlands, ex­
plained that the Australians race camels much 
as Americans race horses-around a mile 
track. In Virginia City the style traditionally 
has been to hang on however possible in a 100-
yard straight-ahead sp rint. 

Virginia City Camel Race chairman Joe 
DiLonardo said that another difference is that 

the Aussies use traditional saddles and start 
the races with the camels in a sitting position. 
"The camels seemed a little more docile than 
ours. The ca mels are quieter and well­
trained." 

Despite the unfamiliar turf, the evada 
camel racers-Brandi Lee, Doc Holiday, Doc­
tor Peacock, Gary Jackson, Gino Oliver, and 
Bob Rodgers-managed to capture fourth 
place in the championship race on May 16. 
"We didn' t lose face totally," added Conner. 

Virginia City Chamber of Commerce Presi­
dent Ken Foose said the race course in Virginia 
City w ill be lengthened from about 100 to 200 
yards. In addition, the races will be held at the 
town's new Amphitheatre. Foose said that the 
mayor of Alice Springs and the Australian 
ambassador to the U.s. plan to attend. 

Alice Springs residents have been racing 
camels since 1970, about 10 years after it be­
came an annual event in Virginia City . Accord­
ing to Conner, camels are used for safaris as 
well as racing. "The people in Alice Springs go 
out and round them up," said Conner. "The 
camels are roaming wild something like our 
wild horses." 

The delegates and jockeys enjoyed their 
week-long stay Down Under, she said . "But, of 
course, our plans are to keep the Camel Cup 
trophy here once the Australians bring it up in 
September."-Gary Elam 
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• enorrahoe two words 
that say it all tor year-round vaca­
tion fun. 

)bu can choose the 2'-i-hour 
glitter and glamour of "The 
Biggest Little City in the World" or 
the spectacular recreation offered 
by North America's largest alpine 
lake. Summer or wint<;r, indoors 
or out, Renorrahoe's your best bet. 

If it's gaming you're after, you're 
in luck. Some of the world's top 
casinos are within a few minutes 
of wherever you stay in Renol 
Tahoe. And whether you're serious 
or just curious, the casinos are full 
of friendly people who want to 
help you make the most of your 
visit. 

While you're there, check out 
the top-name entertainment of­
fered by virtually every casino in 
Renorrahoe. World-class entertain­
ers like Sinatra, Sammy Davis,]r., 
Alabama, Debbie Reynolds and 

Bill Cosby are on hand in the 
showrooms, and the cabaret 
shows feature dazzling revues and 
up-and-coming stars. And there's 
entertainment for children as well 
with magicians, jugglers and 
circus acts. 

Renorrahoe's a paradise for the 
outdoor enthusiast as well. Rand 
McNally recently rated the area 

For Room Reservations Call. () 

first in the nation for "Fun in the 
Great Outdoors." Both Reno and 
Lake Tahoe offer a wide variety of 
activities, from skiing at 19 major 
resorts to sailing, fishing, hiking 
and horseback riding. And with 
more than 300 days of sunshine a 
year, you can play tennis or golf 
just about any time. 

)bu'II find the Renorrahoe area 
is very accommodating for a week 
or a weekend with more than 
23,000 top quality rooms in motor 
lodges and hotels. And it's a great 
value, too-our rates for food, 
lodging transportation and sight­
seeing are worth every penny 

For room reservations, call 
(800) FOR-RENO or 
(702) 827-RENO. And for a free 
brochure 'write to the Reno-Sparks 
Convention & Visitors Authorit); 
P.O. Box 11'-i30, Dept. CB7-00, 
Reno, NV 89510. 



Bowers Mansion Festiva l, 9/19, bluegrass, foLk, 
and traditional acoustical music, Interna­
tional Nevada Spoon-Off, Washoe Valley, 
849-0276 

Carson Valley Inn Golf Tournament, 9/19, 
Ca rson Valley Golf Course, Gardnerville, 
265-2465 

H igh Sierra Regional Championsh ip Chil i 
Cook-Off, 9/19-20, two days of cooking, tast­
ing, and live entertainment, Del Webb's High 
Sierra, 588-6211 

Snaffle Bit Futurity, 9/19-27 Reno Livestock 
Events Center, 323-3073 

Dave Brubeck Concert, 9/20, jazz, no-host 
cocktail reception 6pm, performance at 8pm, 
Pioneer Thea ter, 784-4444 

"Dear Liar," 9/20, benefit play w ith Efrem 
Zimba list, Jr. and Carol Piper Marshall, 2pm, 
Piper's Opera House, Virginia City, 847-0433 

Lynyrd Skynyrd Concert, 9/24, Lawlor Events 
Center, U R,784-4444 

"Cloud Nine," 9/25-26 and 10/2-4, Nevada 
Repertory Company, ell J. Red field Prosce­
nium Theatre, Church Fine Arts Complex, 
U R, 784-6505 

National Country Western Dance Festival, 9/ 
25-27 larges t country western dance festiva l 
in U.s., competitions, classes, workshops, 
socia l da nci ng, western art and cloth ing ex­
hibits, Reno-Sparks Convention Center, 322-
3355 

Orms by H ou se and KPTL Radio '50s 
Celeb ra tion, 9/26, '50s rock ' n roll record 
revue and dancing, Ormsby House, Ca rson 
City, 882-1890 

Rigatoni and "Rigoletto," 9 /26, preview to 
evada Opera Assn.'s season with dinner 

and singing from Verdi's opera, 4-10pm, 
Nevada Opera Assn., Leonardo's restaurant, 
786-4046 

Genoa Candy Da nce, 9/26-27 87th annual, 
6pm bu ffe t a nd 9pm dance Sat.; arts and crafts 
show and candy sa le Sa t.-Sun ., dinner and 
da nce, Town Hall, Genoa, 782-2518 or 782-
2421 

Ferrari Hill Climb, 9/26-27 Ferra ris race up 
State Route 341 to Virginia City, 847-0311 

Fat Tire Samuri, 9/26-27 mountain bike event, 
Donner Ski Ranch, Nord en, CA., 916-265-
3339 

Masterpieces of the American West Exh ibit, 9/ 
26-11 /8, paintings from the Anschutz Collec­
tion in Denver, CO. that includes works by 
pioneer pa inters, naturalists, illustrators, and 
Taos/Sante Fe artists, Sierra Nevada Mu­
seum of Art, 329-3333 

Team Roping, 9/29-30, Reno Livestock Events 
Center, 323-3073 

International Chamber Ensemble, 9/30, 8pm, 
Church of the Little Flower, 784-4444 

October 
Oktoberfest, 10/3, 7pm, high school gym, Vir­

ginia City, 847-0389 
Railroad Steam-Up, 10/3-4, restored Virginia 

and Truckee Railroad Engine No. 25 will haul 
two open-air excursion ca rs on the mile-long 
track, evada State Railroad Museum, Car­
son City, 885-5168 

Autumn Jubilee, 10/3-24, events every week­
end including barbecues, parade, chocolate 
tasting, Oktoberfest dinner and da nce, roller 
ski races, various locations in North Lake 
Tahoe and Truckee, 916-583-3494 

Free-esta, 10/3-11 /14, free food and entertain­
ment, Caesars Tahoe, 588-351 5 

Reno Philharmonic Concert, 10/6, Pioneer 
Theater, 329-8866 

Fall Barbershop Convention and Contests, 10/ 
9-11, $15 covers three contests and hours of 
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Numaga Days: A Powwow With Spirit 
The sound of traffic from heavily traveled 
Glendale Avenue in Reno can be heard promi­
nently. Bally's Hotel rises in that direction, and 
the Truckee River cascades on the other side. 
People are heading toward a building on the 
Reno/Sparks Indian Colony, where a faint 
boom can be heard . 

The boom grows loud er, now forming a pat­
tern of beats. Costumed chi ldren run about, 
their jet-black hair swirling in the breeze. 
People are pouring into the yard as the bea ting 
becomes louder, and more colorful costumes 
can be seen. 

Vendors, sitting in their own bright cloth­
ing, wait at booths, selling jewelry, clothing, 
and artifacts of their cultures. They fan them­
selves, listening to the beat of the drums and 
the swell ing of the musicians' cha nts. 

The music s tops. This is the signal for the 
spectators to surround a central fi eld . Every­
one waits. umaga Days are about to begin . 

Everyone bows their heads as a grey­
haired , costumed Nati ve American reads an 
opening prayer in his native tongue. 

The main part of the celebration, the dance 
contes ts, are next. Las ting several days, the 
contes ts are divided into age groups and into 
two types of dancing, fancy and traditional. 

On this day the traditional male dancers 
begin, moving slowly and rhythmica lly about 
the field. Here the d ress is one bustle of pre­
dominantly eagle fea thers on the back and 
beige- to-brown lea ther clothing. The men use 
more body language than the women, who 
dance at a somewhat slower pace, following 
their own individual shuffling bea ts. 

The fancy dancers, men and women, ex­
plode onto the field in dazzling color. Their 
energy is infectious, and they dance vigor­
ously. 

"They are depicting their spirit animals, 
giving back to them what they took," explains 
Sam Johnson, chairman of the Red Star Pow­
wow Committee. Johnson expla ins one such 
animal depiction- the snea k-up song. The 
da ncer attacks three times, and with his cos­
tume fl ying around him, he overtakes the 
enemy. 

The powwow is arranged much like a ro-

musical enterta inment, Fa r Western District 
of SPEBSQSA, Lawlor Events Center, U R, 
358-3349 

Fall Reno Antiques Show and Sale, 10/9-11 , 
Reno-Sparks Convention Center, 415-771-
3492 

Carson Ci ty Alterna te Energy Tour, 1 0/11 , tou r 
includes homes in Carson City area that fea­
ture solar a nd other energy sources, League of 
Women Voters of Carson City, 882-2256 

Italian Festival, 10/11 , pasta and sa uce tasting, 
spaghetti-eating contes t, grape-stomping 
contest, bocce ball tournament, Italian feast, 
celebrity guests, Eldorado Hotel, 786-5700 

Opera in the Mall, 10/11 , evada Opera Assn. 
singers, Meadowood Mall, 786-4946 

Brown Bag Opera, 10/14, noon-l pm, free, Pio­
neer Theater, 786-4046 

"Aunt Dan and Lemon," 10/ 16-17 and 10/23-
25, experimental thea ter, Nevada Repertory 
Company, Nell J. Redfield Studio Theatre, 
Church Fine Arts Complex, UNR, 784-6658 

"Rigoletto," 10/23-24, Verdi's opera, 8pm, 
Nevada Opera Assn., Pioneer Theater, 786-

Dallcers of all sizes will be at La Ka Le' / Ba Pow­
wow (above) October 3D-Novell/bel' 11 il'l Carsol1 
City and NIIII/ngn Dnys Septell/ber 4-6 in Reno. 

deo. That is, it is part of a circuit. a tive 
America ns from many tribes ga ther in a fes­
ti ve atmosphere to pa rty, dance, and sell their 
wa res. One such booth participant is Ida Rya n, 
a Chippewa who has spent 10 yea rs on the 
powwow circuit. She calls the event simply "a 
gathering of the Indian people, a fun time." 

One ad vantage of this powwow is that it 
lies right in the middle of the Reno/Sparks 
area. Numaga Days runs September 4-6 and is 
loca ted at the community center buildi ng on 
Reservation Road in Reno. Whether you' re 
touri t or res ident, the powwow will be a 
unique way to spend a weekend . Don' t forget 
to bring extra money fo r the booths-you' ll 
enjoy browsing them for turquoise a nd cra fts 
at moderate prices.- ju/ie QU;'ll1 

4046 
"A Doll House," 10/23-24, 10/30-31, 11 /1 , a nd 

11/5-7 Henri Ibsen's play, Reno Li ttle Thea­
ter, 329-0661 

Fat Tire Samuri, 10/24-25, mountain bike event, 
Donner Ski Ranch, Nord en, CA., 916-265-
3339 

Carson City Chamber Orchestra Concert, 10/ 
25, free, Ormsby House, Ca rson City, 883-
4154 

Nevada Day Art Exhibit, 10/26-11 /6, Nevada 
Artists Ga llery in Brewery Arts Center, Car­
son City, 882-2552 

Jah Children Concert and Dance Show, 10/30, 
reggae band from Jamaica, West Indies, 8pm, 
$10 advance tickets, $12 at door, Reno-Sparks 
Convention Center, 348-7403 

La Ka Le'l Ba Powwow, 10/30-11 / 1, authentic 
traditional and fancy competitive and cere­
monial Indian dancing, hand-game tourna­
ment, horseshoe pitching, ative American 
arts and crafts and food , Carson Indian Col­
ony, 2900 S. Curry St., Ca rson City, 885-9759 

Railroad Steam-Up, 10/30-11/1, restored Vir-
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ginia and Truckee Railroad Engines No. 22 
and 25 will haul two open-air excursion cars 
on the mile-long track, Nevada State Railroad 
Museum, Carson City, 885-5168 

Nevada Day, 10/31, celebration of Nevada's 
123rd anniversary of statehood with parade, 
Nevada State Championship Bed Races, 
beard contests, 13th annual World Champi­
onship Single Jack Rock Drilling Contest, fire 
department water fights, quilt display, art 
show, music, food; on 30th 1864 costume ball, 
Carson City, 882-2600 or 882-1565 

COMING E V EN TS 
Super Stars of Poker, 1/9-20, Caesars Tahoe, 

588-3515 
Winter Carnival, 1/26-29, Sierra Ski Ranch, 916-

659-7453 
Nugget Hereford Celebrity Sale, 2/10, Sparks, 

356-3000 
Snowfest, 3/4-13, North Lake Tahoe-Truckee, 

916-583-3494 
Crazy Craft Sled Races, 3/19, Incline Village, 

831-4440 

NIGHTLIFE 

Marona's Miracles 
By Guy Richardson 

Danny Marona's never been on the Carson 
show. "I'll be happy if I never work it," says 
Marona. "If I have to die tomorrow-other than 
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the fact that I don't want to die-I'll die happy." 
Johnny Carson's producers looked at a video 

of Marona's show and asked for a five-minute 
spot. "I said, 'You can't see what I do in five 
minutes.'" Which is true. 

So Carson passed. "I didn't get the tape back, 
either," Marona says. All right, no Carson shot. 
Marona, who does comedy and impressions and 
pianistics and probably gymnastics if some guy 
in the audience sends up a request on the back of 
a napkin, contents himself with a reputation as a 
rising lounge giant. 

In Nevada, we are supposed to be witnessing 
the twilight of the lounge star, based on the 
theory that the giants died when Louis Prima 
became eligible for a New Orleans funeral. 

Nevertheless, Marona makes more money 
than Nevada Governor Richard Bryan, working 
in lounges at places like Bally's and High Sierra. 
"I've become the sage of lounge performers. 
Young acts come to me and say, 'Tell us what's 
wrong. We want to learn. How do you look at a 
guy and tell him his wife shouldn't be singing 
lead for the group?" 

Marona's sense of humor shares a border 
with cynicism but never crosses into vicious­
ness. He still has an ex-choirboy's innocent faith 
that an audience will like him. Marona is a heap 
of intriguing contradictions. In fact, he is an ex­
choirboy. When his voice changed at 15, he 
started working bars. 

His father was a minister; Marona 's mother 
admonished him about sex by saying she knew 
a boy who wound up in a mental institution. 
Young Danny had no idea what she was talking 
about. A few years later, his first comedy routine 
was about masturbation. 

In the eighth grade he finished second in the 
California state spelling bee. In the ninth grade 

Bot h
worlds" 

Danny Marana lights up Northern Nevada stages 
with his observations on day-to-day life including 
politics, sex, commercials, and divorce. 

he dropped out of school to tour with a band. 
Still, there is a consistency. "Second didn't 

count," Marona says. "I never did put that rib­
bon on the wall." What counts is making it in 
what may be the world' s toughest showbiz 
ring-Nevada lounges. His wall still lacks a 
second-place ribbon, but it is festooned with 
rave reviews. "When I was a kid, I wanted to be 
like Louis Prima," Marona says. "Kids now want 
to play guitar and get a record contract." 

Marona still wants to be like Prima. '']'ve 
played three main rooms, and nothing came out 
of it," he says. "I've had a weird career-I'm a 
celebrity in California and Nevada and nobody 
else has ever heard of me." 

So he' s not a national name, and he's never 
gone through the gut-wrenching few seconds 
when a comic finishes a routine and then waits to 
see if Carson will wave him over to a seat. A seat 
means "You made it." 

To Marona, his last show means he made it. 
'Tm precocious and stupid enough that] think 
everyone is interested in what I have to say. I 
always think] have a bunch of friends out there. 
I wish I had a dollar for everyone who's said, '] 
usually hate comedians, but tonight you made 
me laugh. 

"One of the things I take the most pride in is 
the mail we get. ] have letters saying, 'My hus­
band died a year ago, and] hadn't laughed until 
] saw you, or, 'Our marriage was falling apart, 
then my wife and I saw you and went home and 
talked about it and decided splitting up was 
stupid. 

"I told my wife that nobody ever writes and 
says you are a good comedian, or good Singer. 
Sometimes I feel I should have some kind of 
church where I bless people." 

Naw. Not until religion gets a lounge circuit. 
Danny Marana performs at Del Webb's High 

Sierra at Lake Tahoe September 22-0ctober 4 and at 
Bally's Reno October 7-November 3. 

SHOWGUID E 
Bally's, 789-2285: Ziegfeld Theatre: "Hello Holly­

wood, Hello!" thru 10/20, starring Jim 
Nabors; Lion's Den: Right Touch/Gary Raf­
fanelli and Sandy Selby, thru 9/8; Associa­
tion/Dode Stevens, 9/9-22; Rob Hanna/ 
Valentino, 9/23-10/6; Danny Marona/Zip­
pers, 10/7-11/3 

Caesars Tahoe, 588-3515: Cascade Showroom: 



Joan Rivers/Mary Wilson, thru 9/6; Classic 
Super Fest with Turtles, Grass Roots, 
Herman's Hermits, Byrds, and Mark Lindsay, 
9/11-12; Torn Jones, 10/16-17; Glenn Frey, 
10/23-24; Crystal Cabaret: Ritz Fashion Auc­
tion, indf.; Laff Trax featuring Andy Buma­
tai/Mary Schickling-Young, 9/14-27 

Carson City Nugget, 883-3854: Four Tunes, 9/ 
15-10/4; Jaguars, 10/6-11/1 

Carson Valley Inn, Minden, 782-9711: Perfect 
Circle, 9/1-12; Motifs, 9/14-10/3; Yours 
Truly, 10/5-17; Network, 10/19-24; Garfin 
Ga thering, 9/26-10/14 

Circus Circus, Reno, 329-0711: Free circus acts, 
11am-midnight 

Crystal Bay Club, North Tahoe, 831-0512: Im­
pulse, thru 9/1 

Del Webb's High Sierra, Tahoe, 588-6211: High 
Sierra Theater: Wayne Newton, 9/8-13; Pine 
Cone Lounge: Bottoms Up '87 revue, indf.; 
Wayland and Madame, 9/1-20; Danny Ma­
rona, 9/22-10/4; Ronnie ScheU, 10/6-18; 
Frankie FaneUi, 10/20-11/1 

Eldorado, Reno, 786-5700: Sam Butera, 9/1-6; 
Wright Brothers, 9/1-20; Pat Collins, the Hip 
Hypnotist, 9/8-20; Hitz, 9/22-10/11; Enter­
tainment Committee, 10/5-18; Gary Raffan­
elli and Sandy Selby, 10/13-11/1; Indian 
River Boys, 10/19-11/1 

Harolds Club, Reno, 329-0881: Entertainment 
TBA 

Harrah's Reno, 329-4422: Headliner Room: Mari­
lyn McCoo/John Byner, 9/3-9; David Cop­
perfield, 9/10-23; Andy Williams, 9/24-30; 
Rich Little, 10/1-14; Loretta Lynn, 10/15-21; 
Crystal Gayle, 10/22-28; Hal Linden, 10/29-
11/4; Casino Cabaret: Frenz, indf.; Rain: A 
Tribute to the Beatles, thru 9/6; Zasu Pitts 
Memorial Orchestra, thru 9/6; Platters, 9/8-
20; Band on the Run, 9/23-10/5 

Harrah's Tahoe, 588-6606: SOllth Shore Room: 
Sammy Davis, Jr., thru 9/3; Donna Summer, 
9/4-6 and 9/8-10; Robin Williams, 9/5-6; 
Everly Brothers, 9/11-17; Roy Clark/Mel Til­
lis, 9/18-20 and 9/22-24; Monkees, 9/25-10/ 
1; Diahann Carroll/Vic Damone, 10/2-4 and 
10/6-8; Stateline Cabaret: Frederic Apcar's 
"Fast Company," revue, indf.; Platters, thru 
9/6; Cool Jerks, 9/7-9; Etta James, 9/10-16 

Harvey's, South Lake Tahoe, 588-2411: Ron Rose 
Sound, indf.; Rage, revue, indf.; SinSational, 
revue, indf.; Wizz Kidz, thru 9/6; Franco and 
Mary Jane/Vince Cardell, thru 9/6; Louie 
Fontaine, 9/7-13; Sonny Turner, 9/7-20; 
Elements, 9/7-27; Winchester Cathedral, 9/ 
14-10/18; Zella Lehr, 9/21-10/18; Pefect 
Circle, 9/28-10/18; Tommy Bell, 10/19-11/1; 
Starfire, 10/19-11 /8 

Hyatt Lake Tahoe, 831-1111: Garfin Gathering, 
9/15-27; Frenz, 9/29-10/18; Valentino, 10/ 
20-11 /1; Jonah, 11 /3-15 

John Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks, 356-3304: Ce­
lebrity Showroom: Legends in Concert II, thru 
10/14; Donna Fargo/David Strassman, 10/ 
15-28; Sha Na Na, 10/29-11/11; Casino Lounge: 
Eddie and the Edsels/Sergio Alberti, thru 9/ 
13; Rainbow/Command Performance, 9/15-
10/4; Heartbeats/Motifs, 10/6-25; Maurice 
Moore Four/Vince Cardell, 10/27-11/15 

Ormsby House, Carson City, 882-1890: Big Tiny 
Little, 9/7-20; Jermaine and Terra, 9/7-27; 
Sundance, 9/22-10/4 

Peppermill, Reno, 826-2121: Stan Parnes, thru 
9/6; Lelands, thru 9/13; Cameron, thru 9/27; 
St. Romain, 9/7-20; Tommy Bell, 9/28-10/4; 
Dare, 9/28-10/11; Cheryl Cotten, 9/28-10/ 
18; Wrays, 10/5-18; Launi Kristopher, 10/12-
25; Stan Parnes, 10/19-25; Metro, 10/19-11/8; 
Briefcase Blues Band/Network, 10/26-11/1 

Reno Hilton, 322-1111: Chad and Jeremy, thru 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 
GRUDGE RACES 10:00 A.M till? 
N ew Zealand vs. Australia (Plus many more) 

ANNUAL COSTUME BALL 
and Press Party 7:00 P.M. at the V&T Depot on "0 " Street 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 
ANNUAL PARADE (races follow) 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 
FINAL RACES 10:00 A.M. till ? 
Virginia City vs. Alice Springs (Australia) 

For Information call: 
(702) 847-0311 or 
(702) 883-7223 

Admission price: 
$5.00 per person 

(For all three days) 

Ostrich races and many other great surprises 
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9/13; Paul Revere and the Raiders, 9/4-6; Pat 
Collins, 9/22-10/4; Supremes featuring Mary 
Wilson, 10/5-18; Doug Kershaw, 10/19-11 /1 

Reno Ramada, 788-2000: TBA 
Sharkey's Nugget, Gardnerville, 782-3133 
Tahoe Biltmore, orth Tahoe, 831-0660: Enter-

tainment and dancing nightly, 10pm-4am 
Topaz Lodge, Topaz Lake, 266-3339 
Western Village, Sparks, 331-1069: Proof, 9/14-

20; Wrays, 9/14-10/4; Gary Wade and the 
Bump, 9/21-10/4; David Proud and the Baby 
Boomers, 10/5-18; Lelands, 10/19-11 /1 

MUSEUMS 
Carson City 

Nevada State Archives, 8-5 Mon.-Fri., 101 S. Fall 

St., 885-5210 
Nevada State Museum, 8:30-4:30 daily, 600 

Carson St., 885-4810 
Nevada State Railroad Museum, 8:30-4:30 Fri.­

Sun. and holidays from Memorial Day thru 
ov. 1, S. Car on St. at Fairview Dr., 885-5168 

Roberts House Museum, 9/5 last day open in 
1987 and yard sale, 1207 . Carson St., 882-
4726 

Warren Engine Co. No.1 Museum, 1-5 Mon.­
Fri., 111 N. Curry St., 887-2200 

Genoa 
Genoa Courthouse Museum, 10-4:30 daily, 

May-Oct., 782-2940 
Reno 

Harolds Club Gun Collection and Museum, 
10-10 daily, 329-0881 

Mackay School of Mines Minerals Museum, 8-

HOTEL/CASI.O 

IDexpeDsive 
LlIIury 

3 DaysS 95 
2 Nights 

• two night's accommodations 
• 1 breakfast per person 

• 1 dinner per person 

per person. 
dbl. occupancy. 
Sun.-Thurs . 

• arrivals. 

• Free use of glass-enclosed spa deck 

~-----~ • 
APPROVED U.S. 395 Minden, Nevada 
Call Toll Free 800-321-6983, In Nevada 702-782-9711 

$61 .95 for Friday & Saturday arrivals. Higher on holidays. 
Advance reservations required . Subject to availability. No refunds after 

first night's stay. Must be 21 . Not valid with any other promotion, 
discount or package. Rates lower after 10/31/87. 
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Friendly Nevada Hospitality 
The Way It Used To Be 

Reader Service 
Card No. 203 

5 Mon.-Fri., UNR, 784-6988 
Nevada Historical Society, 10-5 Wed.-Sun., 

1650 . Virginia St., 789-0190 
Sierra Nevada Museum of Art, 10-4 Tues. and 

Thurs.-Fri ., 10-8 Wed ., 12-4 Sat.-Sun., 549 
Court St., 329-3333 

UN R Anthropology Dept. Research Museum, 
9-1 Mon.-Fri . Sept.-May, open all year by 
appt., U R, 784-4686 

Wilbur D. May Museum, 10-5 Wed.-Sun., 1502 
Washington (Rancho San Rafael Park), 785-
5961 

Sparks 
William F. Harrah Automobile Museum, 9:30-

5:30 daily, 970 Glendale Ave., 355-3500 
Virginia City 

Comstock Firemen's Museum, 10-4 daily, May­
-Oct., 847-0717 

Julia C. Bulette Red Light Museum, 7:30-9 
daily, 847-9991 

Museum of Memories, 9:30-5 daily, 847-0454 
The Way It Was Museum, 9:30-5 daily, 847-0766 
Wild West Museum, 9-5 daily, 847-0400 

ART GALLERIES 
Carson City 

Abell House: 1114 Curry St., 10-5:30 Mon.-Fri., 
10-4 Sat., monthly shows by local artists, 883-
5300 

Austin Arts: 1505 . Carson St., 9-5:30 Mon.-Fri ., 
9-1 Sat., visiting and local artists, 883-5531 

Donna's Gallery: 1307 S. Carson St., 11-5:30 
Tues.-Sat., handcrafted gifts by local artists, 
883-9132 

Great Basin Gallery and Frame: 110 S. Curry St., 
9-6 Mon.-Sat., early evada hand-colored 
photos, oils, watercolors, bronze, ceramics, 
882-8505 

Nevada Artists Association Gallery: 449 W. 
King St., 10-4 Mon.-Sat., primarily evada 
themes, 882-6411 

XS Gallery: Western evada Community Col­
lege, 2201 W. ye Ln., 8-10 Mon.-Thur .,8-5 
Fri., contemporary fine art, 887-3000 

Lake Tahoe 
DeCurtis Art Gallery: Round Hill Mall, Zephyr 

Cove, 10-5 Mon.-Sat., Sun. by appointment, 
oils, watercolors, 588-7310 

High Sierra Gallery: Del Webb's High Sierra, 
Stateline, 9-5 Mon.-Fri ., 9-9 Sat.-Sun., oils and 
photos, Tahoe themes, 588-6707 

Lake Gallery: Boatworks Mall, Tahoe City, 10-
10 Sun.-Sat" contemporary sculpture, prints, 
and limited editions, 916-583-1002 

Potlatch: 324 Ski Way, Incline Village, 10-5:30 
Sun.-Sat., Anthony Sinclair western oils, 831-
2485 

Royal Art Gallery: Round Hill Mall, Zephyr 
Cove, 10-8 daily, limited-edition prints, oi ls, 
and sculptures, 588-2461 

Sierra Galleries: Caesars Tahoe, Stateline, 8:30-
9:30 Sun.-Thurs., 8:30-11 Fri.-Sat., western 
and Tahoe paintings, 588-8500 

Timberline Crafts Gallery: 590 Lakeshore Dr., 
Incline Village, 10-5:30 daily, pottery studio, 
over 100 regional artists' works, 831-2460 

Minden 
Lone Tree Frame Co. and Gallery: 1592 Esmer­

alda, Minden, iO-5:30 Tues.-Fri., 10-2 Sat., 
Mimi Jobe acrylics, 782-2522 

Reno 
Addi Galleries: Bally's Reno, 9-11 Sun.-Sat, Red 

Skelton clown paintings, 323-1920 
Artemisia Gallery Ltd.: 606 W. Plumb Ln. Suite 

7 10-5 Mon.-Sat., regional artists' painting 



and pottery, 825-2744 
Artist's Co-op Gallery: 627 Mill St., 10-5 Tues.­

Sat., 1-4:30 Sun., 20 local artists' work, 322-
8896 

Barnwood Is Beautiful: 135 N. Sierra, 12-5 
Mon.-Sat., antique evada photos lacquered 
on barnwood, 329-6106 

Casazza Art Gallery and Studio: 2200 
Thornwood, by appointment, watercolors, 
winterscapes, abstracts, and flora Is, 322-0233 

Custom Framing by Clark: 135 W. Liberty, 10-
4:30 Mon.-Thurs., 10-4 Fri., oils and watercol­
ors, 329-1177 

Earth Window: American Indian Art 2001 E. 
Second St., 10-5:30 Sun.-Sat., American Indian 
art in oil, acrylic, sandpainting, and bead­
work, 786-5999 

Fallen Leaf Gallery and Framery: 907 W. Moana 
Ln., 10-6 Tues.-Fri ., 10-4 Sa t., Frank McCarthy 
western prints, 826-7477 

Feats of Clay: 20 C Hillcrest Dr., 10-5 Mon.-Sat., 
60 western potters' works, 826-1131 

Frame Shop: 3366 Lakeside Dr., 9:30-5 Mon., 10-
6 Tues.-Fri ., 9:30-5 Sat., duck stamps and lim­
ited-edition prints, 825-7117 

Frame-Up: 145 W. Plumb Ln., 10-6 Mon.-Fri ., 10-
3 Sa t., Lyle Ball western paintings, Mary 
Chadwell miniatures, 329-7557 

Hagar's Gallery: 4056 Kietzke Ln., 9:30-5:30 
Tues.-Sat., Phillipe oyer, Luongo, Jerry 
Schurr, 826-0323 

Hermitage Gallery: 245 California Ave., 10-6 
Mon.-Fri., 10-4 Sat., George Foster oils, graph­
ics, limited editions, 786-6880 

Kate Hanlon Weaving Studio and Craft Gal­
lery: 45 Lockwood Rd., Sparks, ca ll ahead, 
hand-woven clothing, custom chess sets, 342-
0196 

Manville Gallery: School of Medicine, UNR, 8-
5 Mon.-Fri ., contemporary paintings and 
sculpture, 784-6063 

Norris-Allovio Gallery: 3430 Lakeside Dr., 10-
5:30 Mon.-Sat., lithographs, fine art, 825-5000 

Powers Frameworks: 2317 Kietzke Ln., 10-6 
Mon.-Fri ., 10-5 Sat., Roy Powers prints, Steve 
Davis photography, 825-8060 

Sheppard Art Gallery: U R, 9-4 Mon.-Fri ., 
contemporary western art, 784-6658 

Sierra Nevada Museum of Art 549 CourtSt., 10-
4 Tues. and Thurs.-Fri., 10-8 Wed ., 12-4 Sat.­
Sun., visi ting and Great Basin artists' works, 
329-3333 

Stremmel Galleries: 1460 S. Virginia St., 8-5:30 
Mon.-Fri ., Sat. by appointment, leading 
American artists, 786-0558 

Valle Art Gallery and Studio: 213 E. Plumb Ln., 
12-6 Mon.-Sat., watercolors by Esteban Valle, 
pottery by Kelsie Harder, 323-1887 

Wildlife Galleries: 565 California Ave., 9-5 
Mon.-Fri., Nevada-issue duck and trout 
stamps, 322-0323 

Viginia City 
Riata Gallery: 88 South CSt., Virginia City, lO­

S Tues.-Sun., Olag Wieghorst lithographs and 
western prints, 847-0502 

CA S IN O N O TES 
' The showroom at Del Webb's High Sierra 

opened in May 1966 with Phyllis Diller and the 
Osmond Brothers. It closed in February 1984, 
shortly after the hotel changed from the Sahara 
Tahoe to the High Sierra, but Wayne Newton 
carne to Tahoe to reopen the room last July and 
will return September 8-13. The showroom will 
be used primarily for special events. 

' Lulabelle is the automatic star of the Com­
stock Hotel's new entertainment attraction. She 

sings, she flirts, and she flashes her big blues. She 
looks real, but actually she's a full-sized audio­
animated character. Lulabelle and her piano­
playing sidekick, Slim, play in the main casino 
continuously every day. 

' The Tahoe Biltmore celebrated its grand 
opening in July. Most recently called the Nevada 
Lodge, the club was known as the Tahoe 
Biltmore when it was built in 1946. The multi­
million-dollar renovation project includes a new 
2oo-seat restaurant. 

• Harrah's Tahoe held a grand opening for its 
new Race/Sportsbook and Poker Room in 
August. The racebook has 11 screens. There are 
also a few IS-minute parking spaces directly 
behind the hotel. Harrah's says this instant park­
ing was created for the convenience of custom­
ers who wish to place bets but are unable to stay 
to watch the races or games. 

TOURNAMENTS 
September 
Keno, 9/1 and 10/6, Peppermill, 826-2121 
Slots, 9/3-5 and 10/1-3, Eldorado, 786-5700 
Slots, 9/11-13, Peppermill, 826-2121 
Slots, 9/18 and 10/23, Reno Ramada, 788-2000 
Keno, 9/19, Caesars Tahoe, 588-3515 
Blackjack, 9/25-27 Pepper mill, 826-2121 
Slots, 9/27-30, Caesars Tahoe, 588-3515 

October 
October Classic, 10/9-12, Peppermill, ~26-2121 
Craps and Blackjack, 10/16, Ramada, 788-2000 
Blackjack, 10/29-30, Eldorado, 786-5700 
Halloween Tournament and Costume Party, 

10/30-11 /1, Peppermill, 826-2121 

Enjoyablefor the enNrefamlly, our tour Includes a 
complimentary taste In the chocolate sboppe. 9AM-5PM, 7 Days 
(702) 458-8864 Info (], Mall Order: 1 (800) 634-6584 

$1.00 • One Dollar Off· $1.00 
Any One Pound Purchase 

Not Valid With Rne Chocolates Made With One Coupon 
Other Offers. Per Customer 
Expires Dec. 31 No Preservatives or Artificial Colors Nevada Magazine 

1f#e1!)~ 
lAS VEGAS ' Meadowood Mall ' Rolling Hills Estates 

, Factory Shoppe, Las Vegas TAHOE ' Sacramento 
, McCarran Airport, 3 Shoppes ' Hwy. 50, Stateline ' San Francisco 
, Fashion Show Mall, Strip , Tahoe City , San Mateo 
, Holiday Inn, Strip , Incline Village ' Palo Alto 
, "fropicana Resort, Strip CALIFORNIA ' Richmond 
, Flamingo Hilton, trip , Citicorp Plaza, L.A. ' Santa Rosa 
, Union Plaza Hotel ' Palm Springs , Fairfield 
, Park Place, Maryland Pkwy. , Palm Desert ' Pleasanton 
, Valley Bank, 4th & Bridger ' Lajolla ' Mill Valley 
, Meadows Mall ' San Diego ' Concord 

RENO ' Santa Barbara ' TIburon 
, 25 W. 2nd Street ' Long Beach ARIZONA 
, 111 N. Vu:ginia St. ' Northridge ' Phoenix, 6 Locations 
, Park Lane Mall ' Thousand Oaks ' Tucson, 4 Locations 

~----------------------------------------------------- ---
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THENEVADACALENDAR 

RURAL HOT LINES 

Nevada Commission on Tourism: 885-3636 or 
800-237-0774 outside Nevada 

Nevada Division of State Parks: District III 
office in Fallon: 867-3001; District IV office in 
Elko County: Northfork 6493; District V office 
in Panaca: 728-4467 

Winnemucca Gun Club: 623-4117 

Labor Day is celebrated throughout Nevada and is 
especially enjoyed in the rural towns. Pioche's holi­
day celebration 'always includes special events for 
children including the hny scramble (right) and hot 
dog eating contest. Check the Calendar for other Labor 
Day events in Elko, Winnemucca, Fallon, Austin, 
lone, and Ely. 
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EVENTS 

COVERED WAGON 
TERRITORY 

September 
4-H Fashion Show, 9/1 , Convention Center, 

Elko, 738-4091 
Labor Day Rodeo and Tri-County Fair, 9/4-6, 

fair Fri.-Sun., parade Sat., PRCA rodeo Sat.-

Sun., includes 4-H livestock show, auction, 
crafts, home arts, barbecue, street dance, fair­
grounds, Winnemucca, 623-6304 

Western Art Round-Up, 9/4-6, on Fri. banquet, 
on Sat.-Sun. show featuring more than 200 
pieces of original works, wine tasting, and 
quick draw, Convention Center, Win­
nemucca, 623-5071 

Elko County Fair and Livestock Show, 9/4-7, 
horse-racing parimutuels, exhibits, and stock 
contests, fairgrounds, Elko, 738-3616 

Demolition Derby, 9/7 stock cars, fairgrounds, 
Elko, 738-8477 

KELK Radio Cooking School, 9/9, Convention 
Center, Elko, 738-7118 

Festival of Planes, 9/12, fly-overs, egg-drop­
ping contest, remote-control planes, aerobatic 
performances, Elko Airport, 738-3346 

Winnemucca Parimutuel Horse Races, 9/12-
13, fairgrounds, Winnemucca, 623-5071 

Horseshoe Tournament, 9/12-13, Cactus Pete's 
Casino, Jackpot, 755-2321 

Northeastern Nevada Health Fair, 9/13, Con­
vention Center, Elko, 738-5151 

World Championship Mule Show and Parimu­
tuel Races, 9/17-20, fairgrounds, Win­
nemucca, 623-5071 

Western State Rodeo Finals, 9/17-20, rodeo 
grounds, Wendover, 664-4000 

State Wild Game Cook-Off, 9/19, Convention 
Center, Elko, 738-4091 

Man-Mule Race, 9/19, 20-mile race for horses, 
mules, bicycles, and humans from Elko to 
Lamoille, followed by barbecue at Lamoille 
Grove, 738-8570 

Pahrump Harvest Festival 

The Harve t Festival and PRCA Rodeo has 
roots going back 23 years to a time when 
Pahrump farmers celebrated getting all the 
hay in. This year' s event, September 18-20, 
carries on the tradition with a parade, rodeo, 
fair, gymkhana, games, arts and crafts 
booths, dances, deep-pit barbecue, midway, 
and stock car races. 

Photos: Chuck Ferris 



Neither raill 1I0r SIIOW will keep sOllie people away fro lll Elko's Ma li-Mil le Race 011 Septelllber 19. The 20-lII ile bel/eftt race ends ill LIlllloille. 

Jim Sinclair Memorial Golf Tournament, 9/26, 
Cactus Pete's, Jackpot, 755-2321 

Nevada Dirt Track Championships, 9/26-27 
$10,000 total purse, Lovelock, 273-2949 

October 
Oktoberfest, 10/3, German beer garden, Ger­

man food , free ad mission, Convention Cen­
ter, Elko, 738-5181 

Geothermal Connection, 10/8-10, fo rum on 
geothermal wi th exhibits, demonstrations, 
seminars, free to public, Convention Center, 
Elko, 738-4091 

Pool Tournament, 10/9-11 , Nevada Crossing, 
Wendover, 664-4000 

Blackjack Tournament, 10/11 -12, State Line 
Hotel, Wendover, 664-2221 

Nevada Special Olympics and State Eques­
trian Tournament, 10/24, Spring Creek 
Horse Palace, 11 miles from Elko, 738-6071 

Jackpot Antique Show, 10/31-11/1, Conven­
tion Center, Jackpot, 755-2321 

PONY EXPRESS 
TERRITORY 

September 
Stearn-Up, 9/ 5-7, rides on historic 1910 passen­

ger train on Nevada Northern Railway be­
tween East Ely and Copper Flat via Ruth, East 

Photo: Dean Owen 

Ely, 289-2085 
Hearts of Gold Cantaloupe Festival 87,9/5-7 

parade, rodeo, fa rmer's market, panca ke 
breakfas t, mud bog, s tock car races, barbecue, 
softball tournament, Community Center, Fa l­
lon, 423-2544 

Lion 's Club Rodeo and Parade, 9/5-7 junior 
rodeo, parade, adult and teen dances, fa ir­
grounds, Fallon, 423-2171 

Labor Day Lasso, 9/6-7 team roping, rodeo 
grounds, Austin, 964-2622 

Hidden Cave Tours, 9/12 and 26, meet at 
9:30am, County Museum, Fa llon, 882-1631 or 
423-3677 

81st Anniversary of Nevada Northern Railway, 
9/26-27 last chance to ride aboard an authen­
tic 1910 pa senger train on the historic Ne­
vada Northern Railway all the way to Copper 
Fla t from East Ely (a fterward the route will be 
shorter), East Ely, 289-2085 

October 
Oktoberfest, 10/3, German food, silly sym­

phony, Ely Senior Citizens Center, Ely, 289-
2742 

Holiday Faire, 10/9-10, handcrafted gift items, 
food, craft demonstrations, entertainment, 
pumpkin bake-off, free, Community Center, 
Fallon, 867-3576 

Hidden Cave Tours, 10/1 0 and 24, meet at 
9:30am, County Museum, Fallon, 882-1631 or 
423-3677 

Harvest Auction and Sale, 10/1 8, l Oam doors 
open, noon auction, Smith Valley Commu­
nity Hall, Wellington, 465-2304 

Nevada Day and Halloween Parade, 10/31, 
Austin, 964-2440 

PIONEER 
TERRITORY 

St'ptember 
Nevada 87, 9/1-15, traveling photo show, 

Walker-Wassuk Arts Alliance, Hawthorne, 
945-3030 

lone Days, 9/ 5-6, hand drilling, women's mud 
wrestling, horseshoe tournament, tobacco­
spitting contest, children's games, including 
greased pig chases and pinatas, turkey shoot, 
free Texas stew, bluegrass and country-west­
ern bands, 786-7429 

Pioche Labor Day Celebration, 9/ 5-7 parade, 
mining events, horse race, horseshoe tourna­
ment, kid's games, dinner, bike race, 10-km 
run, car derby, breakfasts, Pioche, 962-5544 

The Big Picture, 9/6, photograph of past and 
present residents of Lincoln County posing to 
form the shape of the state of Nevada, fund­
raiser for Lincoln County Center for the Arts, 
festival from 10am-4pm, shooting at noon, 
Lincoln County High School, Panaca, 726-
3209 

Pahrump Harvest Festival and PRCA Rodeo, 
9/1 8-20, parade, gymkhana, games, arts and 
crafts booths, dances, deep-pit barbecue, 
midway, stock car races, at Community Park, 
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Border to border, 
'round the clock 
casino action, 
exceptional 
restaurants, deluxe 
rooms, sumptuous 
buffets, nightly 
entertainment and dancing. 

Peppermill's famous restaurants have 
earned the reputation for fabulous food. 
Buffets featuring extensive selections of 
delicious entrees, salads, fresh fruits , 
vegetables, breads and mouth watering 
desserts are available daily at affordable 
prices. 24 hour menus offer breakfast, 
lunch, dinner and snacks that are sure 
to please. 

Peppermlll Resort Hotel & Casino' Mesquite 
Located on 1-15, 80 miles Northeast of 
Las Vegas. 24 hour restaurant, 344 new 
rooms, casino, buffet, nightly entertain­
ment, dancing, heated pools, tennis, 
spas. (702) 346-5232 (800) 621-0187 

Peppermill Inn & Casino' Wendover 
Located on 1-80, 120 miles West of Salt 
Lake. 92 rooms, casino, 24 hour 
restaurant, buffet, nightly entertainment, 
dancing, free parking, shuttle service. 
(702) 664-2255 (800) 648-9660 

Peppermill 's Western Village Inn 
& Casino' Sparks 
Located on 1-80, 1 mile East of Reno. 
300 rooms, casino, 24 hour coffee shop, 
Pancho & Willie's Mexican Restaurant, 
Gourmet Steak House, nightly 
entertainment, swimming pool, dancing, 
free valet parking. (702) 331-1069 
(800) 648-1170. 

ACCENTS ON FUN & FOOD 



Using this 

map as a key, .I!mtty "","",it.." 

~:~~I,:i::~~hunder Owfbn 

the territory designated ~ No~~ 
by the Nevada Commission ~"~ 
on Tourism. For more travel £as ~ ~ Liry 
information, write the Commission 7&nfOr!:f ~ " 
on Tourism , Capitol Complex, Carson 't't1' Sun:~II~/ 
City, NV. 897t 0, or call 702-885-3636, or r r 1auqHil. 
toll -free 800-237-0774 outside Nevada, 

rodeo arena, and Bob Ruud Memorial Speed­
way, Pahrump, 727-5800 

Meadow Valley Days, 9/18-21, Caliente, 962-
5207 

Pinenut Festival, 9/19-20, celebra tion of the 
Walker River Reservation to bless and give 
away pinenuts, includes handgames and 
barbecue, Walker River Paiute Tribe, Schurz, 
773-2306 

October 
Nevada 87, 10/1 3-11/4, traveling photo show, 

Centra l evada Museum, Tonopah, 482-9676 
Concert, 10/18, jimmy and the Wazoo Peach 

Pitter , plus bluegrass, high school, Panaca, 
726-3742 

SHOWGUIDE 

Covered Wagon Territory 
Elko: Commercial Hotel, 738-3181; Red Lion, 

738-2111 ; Stockmen'S Hotel, 738-5141 
Jackpot: Cactu Pete's, 755-2321 : jay Ramsey, 

thru 9/13; Gresham, 9/14-20; jonas, 9/21-27; 
Doug Kershaw, 9/28-30 and 10/2-4; Ricky 
Skaggs, 10/1 ; Horseshu Casino, 755-2331 

Wendover: evada Crossing, 664-4000: Scouts, 
7/7-26; Big Tiny Little, 7/28-8/9; Pandora, 8/ 
11-30; Peppermill, 664-2255; Red Garter, 664-
2111 : Country-western music Tues,-Sun,; Sil­
ver Smith, 664-2231: Live entertainment 
nightly; State Line, 664-2221: Live entertain­
ment nightly 

Winnemucca: Winners Hotel-Casino, 623-2511 

Pony Express Territory 
Battle Mountain: Owl Club, 635-5155 
Fallon: Fallon Nugget, 423-3111 
Yerington: Casino West, 463-2481; Dini's Lucky 

Club, 463-2868: Live entertainment weekends 

Pioneer Territory 
Pahrump: Saddle West Casino, 727-5953 

Tonopah: Station House, 482-9777: Stampede, 
9/1-13; Country Thunder, 9/15-29; Hole in 
Wall, 10/1 -11; Me and You, 10/13-25 

MUSEUMS 

Covered Wagon Territory 
EIko 

Northeastern Nevada Museum, 9-5 Mon.-Sat., 
1-5 Sun., 1515 Idaho St., 738-3418 

Lovelock 
Manen House Museum, 8-4 Mon.-Fri., 1 :30-4 

Sat.-Sun., 273-2053 
Winnemucca 

Humboldt Museum, 10-4 Mon.-Fri ., 1-4 Sat., 
623-2912 

Pony Express Territory 
Ely 

Nevada Northern Railway Museum, 8:30-5 
daily, May 18-0 ct. 4, 289-2085 

White Pine Public Museum, 9-4 Mon.-Fri., 10-3 
Sat., 2000 Aultman St., 289-4710 

Eureka 
Eureka Sentinel Museum, noon-5 Mon.-Fri., 10-

3 Sat.-Sun., May 23-Sept. 7 
Fallon 

Churchill County Museum and Hidden Cave, 
10-4 Mon.-Wed . and Fri.-Sat., noon-4 Sun., 
1050 S. Maine St., 423-3677 Regarding Hid­
den Cave tours call Carson City BLM, 882-
1631 

Yerington 
Lyon County Museum, 10-4 Sat., 1-4 Sun. 

Pioneer Territory 
Hawthorne 

Mineral County Museum, 2-4:30 Mon.-Fri., 945-
3185 

Pioche 
Lincoln County Museum, 9-5 Mon.-Sat., 10-5 

Sun. (dosed 12:30-1:30 fo r lunch), 962-5207 
Tonopah 

Central Nevada Museum, 12-5 Tues.-Sat., May­
Sept., 482-9676 

ART GALLERIES 

Gallery: 2051 orth St., Ely, 10-5 Mon.-Fri., Sa t. 
and Sun. by appointment, pastels, watercol­
ors, and oi ls by local artists, 289-4750 

Northeastern Nevada Museum: 1515 Idaho St., 
Elko, 9-5 Mon.-Sa t., 1-5 Sun., photos, pen and 
ink, oils on evada themes, 738-3418 

The Office Gallery: 178 S. Maine St., Falion, 8-
5:30 Mon.-Fri., 8:30-5 Sat., original artwork of 
all kinds, 423-6078 

Planet X Pottery: Box 4, State Highway 81-447 
outside Gerlach, hours vary, call ahead; origi­
nal pottery, 557-2500 

Send your tourism-related events to evada 
MagaZine, Capitol Complex, Carson City, NY 
89710. Acceptance of events is subject to format 
and availabi li ty of space. 

Keepy'our 
vacation 

plans 
up~the 

au: 

~ 
TAHOE 

If you're not sure what to do this vacation, come on up to Tahoe. 
We have something for everyone. From hiking, swimming 
boating, biking togaming.And even if you choose to do noth­
ing at all , there's no better place to do it. Lake Tahoe. Where 

the air is always fresh. And you can take a breather 
For Informallon. call 800 -82 2 -59 2 2. Or wn 'e , ... Lake Tahoe VISI''''' Au'hOrl'~ PO Box 16299. Sou," Lake Tahoe. CA 95706 
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Frank and Carol Bleuss at their Eureka bed and breakfast. Next door is their home- the old Methodist church. 
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BOOM CAMP 
SURVIVORS 

The great gold and silver strikes are mostly 
memories now, but residents of Nevada's 

old mining towns still are rich in many ways. 
By Richard Menzies 

ack in the winter of 1957 when I was a boy scout, 
my troop undertook an expedition from Price, 
Utah, to Reno via U.s. 50, the erstwhile overland 
stage route that winds through the hea rtland of B evada. Our destination was Stead Air Force 
Base, where fl edgling airmen were being trained 
in the craft of wilderness su rvival. In a sort of joint 

paramilitary venture, the Boy Scouts of America had been invited 
to participate, no doubt to determine whether there were any 
promising recruits among us. 

As I recall, we did not have the right stuff. Our thin kapok sleep­
ing bags offered little protection against the biting Sierra winds, 
and the rabbit we stewed at Donner Pass couldn' t have been less 
appetizing had it been one of my 
chums in the pot. And to this day 
I cannot remember the proper 
procedure for "milking" a rattle­
snake. 

What did stick in my mind 
was the arduous drive across 
Nevada. Due to numerous me­
chanica l ailments, our drafty 
surplus school bus made fre­
quent unscheduled stops along 
the way thus affording us 
ample opportunity to contem­
plate the landscape. I'd never 
seen so much open country be­
fore, and the infrequent settle­
ments appeared like yellowing 
illustrations torn from the pages 
of a dime Western. I vowed that 
should ever I have a driver's li­
cense and wheels of my own, I'd 
be back for a closer look. 

seen anywhere between Salt Lake City and Fallon. No 7-Elevens, 
no Wendy's, no Burger Kings, no golden arches. Indeed, according 
to my McDonald's placemat map, U.s. 50 doesn' t even exist. 

My elf, I've taken Nevada's less-traveled roads many times, and 
I've concluded that tourists like me are mere dilettantes when it 
comes to surviva l skills. If anyone deserves a medal, it's the people 
who live out there. 

Take Louis Gibellini, for example. This spring Louis celebrated 
hi 80th year, all of them spent in Eureka. Prospector, miner, and 
proprietor of Louie's Tavern, Gibellini is famous throughout 
Nevada as one of the best and certainly one of the most durable 
hard-rock drillers of all time. He still competes in single-jack 
competitions and in fact was working out on a block of granite in 

his backyard when I happened 
along. 

"At my age," he confided, 
laying down his hammer, 
"people are saying I should be 
under the stone, not over it." 

Thirty years later I'm pleased 
to report my adolescent vision of 
the Old West remains in tact. Oh, 
I suppose some of the 19th-cen­

Eureka's Jackson House, an example of rural renewal. 

Thanks to a rich vanadium 
deposit he staked out in 1952, 
Louis is able to get by without 
worrying too much about the 
ups and downs of the local econ­
omy which depends upon the 
vagaries of gold mining, ranch­
ing, and alfalfa farming. At pres­
ent the town's progress chart is 
on the upswing, although it's 
nothing compared to the glory 
days of the 1870s when Eureka 
boasted of 50 lead-silver mines, 
16 smelters, and an air-pollution 
index rivaling turn-of-the-cen­
tury Pittsburg. Reminders of the 
prosperous past include the re­
stored Jackson House and the 
county courthouse, some old 
slag heaps and head frames, and 

tury architecture has collapsed and many of the old-timers have 
passed on, but on the whole this part of the country has proved 
remarkably immune to progress as we've come to know it. The 
two-lane blacktop still stretches to infinity across sage-speckled 
valleys so sparsely populated that even a 90-pound weakling could 
rip the local phone book in half. And the towns-well, the towns 
still look like yellowing pages torn from a Western novel. 

The scale is distinctly pedestrian. There are no traffic lights, no 
freeway interchanges, no towering electric signs. Oddly enough, 
there is not one franchised motel or fast-food establishment to be 

Photo: Roche E. Bush 

a vacant theater that cries out for help. Lying unseen beneath the 
town is a network of tunnels that once served as a subway and, it's 
rumored, opium dens for Chinese funseekers. Portions of the 
catacombs that haven' t caved in are used today as storage cellars 
and a civil-defense shelter. 

"Everything's changed, modernized," opined Gibellini, al­
though it's difficult for this outsider to discern just where all the 
urban renewal is taking place. Half the storefronts are boarded up, 
and those that aren't have hand-lettered signs advising that the 
proprietor is out. My favorite was an establishment where the 
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'The bus comes through Mondays and Fridays. So if you want to run away from horne, 
you have to do it the day the bus is gain' the way you want to go.' 

business hours ran "from about 1 to around 5, most afternoons." 
One businessman who was at home was Frank Bleuss, whom 1 

discovered sitting in his doorway smoking a cigarette. A cabinet­
maker by trade, Bleuss has been busy transforming the old Meth­
odist church on Spring Street into a combi­
nation residence and woodworking shop. 
Frank and his wife Carol are relative new­
comers. For the past several years they've 
been backtracking the course of westward 
expansion, beginning on the West Coast, 
thence to Carson City and now Eureka. 

atmosphere but laments the fact that there is no hairdresser in 
town. 

"So to get a haircut, you either go to Elko or Reno. And maybe 
gamble a little bit while you're waiting. It usually costs about $200." 

Eureka does have a doctor and medical 
clinic but no drugstore, which means pre­
scriptions have to be phoned in to Ely she 
continued. 

"Phone it in and you'll get it in the morn­
ing unless the post office is closed . The bus 
comes through Mondays and Fridays. So if 
you have an argument and want to run 
away from home, you want to make ure 
you argue the day the bus is goin' the same 
way you want to go." 

"1 like the people here. The community's 
a good thing, except it's getting too 
crowded," Bleuss declared. Aiming to ca pi­
talize on the boom, Bleuss also has fixed up 
the house next door, turning it into a bed­
and-breakfast inn he modestly describes as 
having the finest accommodations between 
San Francisco and Salt Lake. The Parsonage 

Reminders of Austin's bonanza days. 

If the buses are running on schedule, 
Eurekans get a local newspaper, but even it 
is not published locally. The old Sentinel 
office has been turned into a museum, and 

House looked indeed elegant, owing much to the builder's work­
manshipand perhaps in part to the factthat noone had stayed there 
yet. 

Except for used bricks and railroad ties, Bleuss finds he must 
drive hundreds of miles to obtain building materials. Like most 
everyone in this part of the state, he is a long-distance commuter. 

Thelma Hardesty for example, says she adores Eureka's homey 

Louis Gibellini of Eureka still competes in rock-drilling contests. 
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nowadays the weekly paper is printed in Tonopah. 

lliJ 
eventy miles down the road, the citizens of Austin 
endure the same inconveniences, only more of them. 
The Reese River Reveille, billed as the oldest newspaper in 
Nevada, is also put out these days by Central evada 

ewspapers of Tonopah. Like Eurekans, Austirutes depend a lot 

Bert Zwonechek likes the slow but good life in Austin. 

Photos: Richard Menzies 



Moonlight on the mountains, or maybe a certain view of a certain bay at a 
certain time of day. It seems everyone has their opinion of Lake Tahoe's greatest 
charm. But a growing number of Lake Tahoe's afficionados, many of whom 

consider themselves experts in the field , say without hesitation that 
the single most beautiful sight ever encountered in these 

parts has to be the girls at Harrah's Cabaret. 
They are a vision. But how do they compare with 
a royal flush at Harrah's Casino, dinner at 

Harrah's Summit, a night in a Harrah's hotel 
suite, or a perfect ski run in perfect powder? 
Oh well. The debate rages on. 

Call your travel agent or 800-648-3773 for 
reservations. Cast your ballot with the 
concierge. One vote to a customer please. 

ENJOY THE WILDLIFEm Harral is® 
Lake Tahoe Resort Casino. 

~1987, Harrah's 



Christmas cards. 
art from some of America's leading artists is 

superbly reproduced on a richly textured paper 
stock. It's so nice to keep in touch with 
Christmas cards that reflect the life you 
lead and the land you love. 

Cards measure 5/1 x 7"-and 
you can assort in any combination 
you want. Your choice of envelope 
color too. 

Our 39th season in business 
and our promise to you as always: 
Satisfaction unconditionally 
guaranteed or your money 
back! It's so easy to order by mail 
or phone-do it today! 
Christmas Cards - 50¢ each 

"Whatever else changes ... the glory 01 Christ· 
mas remains to brighten all hearts . . . May its light 
shine upon your pathway and bless you with joy and 
happiness throughout the New Year." ' Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year! ' -artist Gene Dieckhoner 

"Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
01 the heavenly host praising God , and saying , 'Glory to 
God In the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.' " Luke 2:13-14 ' Wishing you ail the Peace and Love 
01 t~is Holy Season' -artist Beverly Carrick-Snow 

,. .. Jo.Icd .p naythiD8 aDd 

"We've loaded up everything and moved . .. " 
' Merry Christmas and Happy New Year Irom our new 
digs!' -artist Ted Blaylock 

THE WONDER OF CHRISTMAS FillS THE NIGHT 
'May Christmas bring Friends to your Fireside , Peace to 
your Pathway and Good Health throughout the New 
Year ' - artist Bill Shaddix 

2117 "His name shall be called the Prince 01 Peace." 
Isaiah 9:6 ' May the Great Spirit surround you with love 
and Peace this Christmas' 
-Pawnee Indian artist Brummett EchoHawk 

3372 'May your Holiday Season be merry and bright! ' 
- artist Lucille Martin 

2130 "When the tips 01 the pines, touch the heavenly 
skies, .. . may your blessings be more, than you've ever 
hoped lor, and your Christmas a warmth to remember." 
(6-line poem) ' Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year ' 
-artist Bill Shaddix 

3253 TAKE TIME TO SEE "It seems so hard to under­
stand, as I look out across the land, that alii view belongs 
to me. I ought to take more lime to seel . . ... (24-line 
inspirational poem inside) 'Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year' - artist Ted Blaylock 

2144 WHEN GOOD FRIENDS GATHER 'May you and 
yours this Christmas Day and every day this coming year 
be blessed with health and happiness' 
- artist Russ Vickers 



' May Christmas bring Friends to your Fireside , 
Peace to your Pathway, and Good Health throughout the 
New Year' - artist Ted Blaylock 

2146 JACK ROBERTS' SOURDOUGH FLAPJACKS (with 
recipe inside) 'Roof's stilileakin' Vittles skeerce. Wolf at 
the door a·growlin ' fierce. 01' cow gone dry. Both horses 
lame, but Merry Christmas just the same! ' 
-artist Jack Roberts 

TMNS d •• " . __ fI1iIb ,;"", 
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"Times change, and we with lime, but not in the 
ways of friendsh ip. " 'Let us keep Christmas holding it 
close to our hearts for its meaning never ends and its 
spirit is the warmth and joy of Remembering Friends" 
-artist Melvin C. Warren 

2140 "May your moccasins make happy tracks In 
many snows and the rainbow always touch your shoul· 
der." 'Merry Christmas and Happy New Year' 
-artist Usa Danielle Lorimer 

2135 'Whatever else changes. . the glory of Christ· 
mas remains . . may its light shine upon your pathway 
and bless you with joy and happiness throughout the New 
Year. ' - artist Buck Teeter 

2467 "The very finest Christmas gills are not found 
below the tree ... nor are they something one can 
see . . . iI's the sense of love and peace that shines in 
people's hearts ... " (12·line poem inside) 'Merry Christ· 
mas and Happy New Year' -artist Richard Barth 
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2269 " In every home, in every heart, the lights of 
friendship glow and once aga in II's lime to greet the 
friends its nice to know." ' Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year' -artist Ken Eberts 

" 'Tis the Season to be jolly!" ' Hope your Holi· 
days are filled with good cheer that carries on throughout 
the New Year! ' -artist Richard Barth 

3234 'To those we love and see each day and other 
loved ones far away, to all good friends whose friendship 
means so much , and those with whom we're somehow 
out of touch Merry Christmas and Happy New Year' 
-artist Richard Amundsen 

2455 "May Christmas bring Friends to your Fireside, 
Peace to your Pathway, and Good Health throughout the 
New Year" -artist Robert Duncan 

1261 "When man begins to understand , he will learn 
to love as a child loves, and when his love is understood 
there will be everlasting peace." ' May the Peace and 
Joy of Christmas be with you through all the Year' 
-artist Vel Miller 

1423 'It's Christmas again! May yours be a joyful one 
and your New Year happy!' -artist Lucille Martin 

MI., tbe trW f'l'IC up 10 meet you. 
INY tbe .. ad be alwns al yOOf b.dt. 
m.av the: •• dulK _um upoo your Ucc. 
thc.oowbJlJOlIOltbc rwolllouDd y~ I .. 
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may Cod hold)""" Ih< hollow 01 Hn hoad. 

LEGENDARY IRISH GREETING "May Ihe trail 
rise up to meet you, may the wind be always at your 
back, .. and until we meet again ... may God hold you 
in the hollow of His hand ." "Merry Christmas and Best 
Wishes for a Happy New Year ' -artist Gordon Snidow 

3261 ' May Christmas bring to you the music of laugh· 
ter the warmth of friendship and the spirit of love" 
-artist Richard Barth 

2346 "GREETINGS from our outlitlo yours" ' May 
there come to you at this holiday time an abundance of the 
precious things of life: Health . Happiness. and Enduring 
Friendships' - artist Ron Crooks 



2480 " Lord , give us eyes thallook for Your everlasting 
light, and grant us hearts that are willing to give as well as 
to receive Your love.' May your Christmas be filled with 
His Love.' - artist Ted Blaylock 

3375 ROADRUNNERS' CHRISTMAS ' Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year' - artist Ruth M. Lau 

2398 ' May Christmas bring Friends to your Fireside, 
Peace to your Pathway, and Good Health throughout the 
New Year ' -artist Robert Wagoner 

1462 "Peace on Earth" 'May Peace be your Gift at 
Christmas and your Treasure through all the Year' 
- Pawnee Indian artist Brummett EchoHawk 

1745 "Christmas trees and candle glow, remembered 
friends, crisp winter snow ... It's friendship's warm and 
cheery touch that makes this season mean so much." 
' Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year ' 
- artist Lee K. Parkinson 

From the two of ... 1 Clorist ... 

2409 "From the two 01 us at Christmas" ' To you and 
all whom you hold dear, a Joyous Christmas and Happy 
New Year' -artist Robert H. Blair 
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2118 " ... and, 10, the star, which they saw In the 
east, went belore them, t"l It came and stood over 
where the young child was." Matt. 2:9 'May you have 
the Spirit 01 Christmas ... , the Gladness of Christ­
mas . the Heart of Christmas . '-artist Claflin 

1264 "May your moccasins make happy tracks In 
many snows and the rainbow always touch your shoul­
der" 'Merry Christmas and Happy New Year' 
-artist Gerda Christoffersen 

2413 THE LEGEND OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE (inside) 
' Merry Christmas and Happy New Year' 
- artist Jack Roberts 
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Living in Austin means learning to get along without a lot of modern amenities, 
such as television, because unless you own a dish, reception is iffy 

upon community bulletin boards and word-of-mouth for news. Or 
more typically they ignore current affairs altogether. 

"The longer I live here, I find the less it matters," declared Bert 
Zwonechek, bearded proprietor of the Star Pine Gallery. "Really. I 
don't care what you say, the news does not affect me out here." 

A former high school art teacher and refugee from California's 
Bay Area, Zwonechek pulled up stakes 
after Proposition 13 eliminated his elective 
classes and burglars emptied his home. 
After eight years in Austin he still describes 
himself as a newcomer. 

"When I first got here I was bumbling 
around like a cheerful puppy dog-and 
you don' tdo thatin this country. Because in 
this country, people get confused if you 
offer to shake their hands . But it's a good 
place once you get used to it. Nobody both­
ers you unless, of course, you bother them." 

Jeanette Jones, a waitress at Carol's Country IGtchen. "Because of 
the fact there was no doctor, and then you look at that two-hour 
drive to get to one. I guess you'd say I was really paranoid worry­
ing about the kids. It took me a year, I guess, to get over it." 

Living in Austin means learning to get along without a lot of 
modern amenities, such as television. Unless you own a satellite 

downlink, reception is iffy, and .distant 
radio signals are mostly static. So you rent 
a video or spend your leisure hours read­
ing, or you sit around on the porch waiting 
for a runaway truck to come careening 
down Pony Canyon-a not infrequent and 
always exciting diversion. You can take up 
drinking, or you can drop in for a snack at 
Mel's Pizza Deli, which features six differ­
ent flavors of ice cream. 

Before arriving at a state he calls volun­
teer burnout, Zwonechek labored in the 
public health arena, among other things as 

Belmont's courthouse remains a landmark. 

Austinites have grown accustomed to a 
certain amount of diminishment in their 
way of life, but they're still smarting from 
losing the Lander County seat to more 
populous Battle Mountain a few years 

an ambulance driver. Because there is no doctor and the nearest 
hospital is 90 miles away in Battle Mountain, a medical emergency 
in Austin is a serious matter. Bert remembers a couple of hair­
raising adventures-the snowy night a baby girl was born on the 
way to Fallon, and the time an auto accident victim experienced 
double jeopardy when a rear wheel fell off the ambulance. 

"1 was really leery when I first moved to Austin," confessed 

Former Las Vegan Dick Ashton serves the thirsty in Belmont. 

Photos: Richard Menzies. Nevada Historical Society (top) 

back. Then last year, despite vigorous protest, the town's only bank 
packed up and left town. Residents have been obliged to move 
their accounts elsewhere, the result being there is no such thing as 
a local check. 

What Austin does have going for it are a number of historic 
buildings and a bonafide rough-and-tumble frontier ambiance. 
Landscaped with rusting ore carts and vintage mining memora-

Rick Matis likes what he sees in his tiny town . 
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There's only one telephone in Belmont-a solar-powered wireless that whoops 
like a diving submarine whenever a call comes in. 

billa, the ancient storefronts evoke the 
boom days of the 1860s, when silver ruled 
supreme and Austin enjoyed a homicide 
rate second to none. Walking the creaking 
boardwalks at night, hearing raucous 
laughter from the doorways of dimly lit 
saloons, one can't help but swagger a bit. 
With a little aggressive marketing, Austin 
could easily be turned into a heck of a 
tourist trap, complete with hourly staged 
gunfights. 

"Oh heavens, no," responded a lifelong 
resident when she heard my plan for eco­
nomic revitalization. "I don't like it. Now 
don't go putting any article in any paper. 
That's one thing we don't go for. Nothing, 
no. Go someplace else." 

~ 
here else? I wondered. otone 
to run from a challenge, I de­W cided to wander off the beaten 
track. After all, as any true Ne­

vadan will tell you, you' ll never see any­
thing until you get off the pavement and on 
the dirt roads. 

Turning south on Sta te Route 376 into Big 
Holly Richardson 's homemade vehicle, poised for action. 

Smoky Valley thence e;)~t and north, I headed for the third corner I 
of what might be called the Bermuda Triangle of the Great Basin. 
There, nestled in a canyon practically at the geographical center of 

LONCWAY 
To NEW YORK 

~ 
evada ' s back roads 
seem to attract the rug­
ged individual, and 

Gunar Berlings of Freedom, 
California, fits the mold. When 
we first met, he was kneeling in 
ankle-deep muck in the middle 
of a scenic shortcut, attempting 
to fasten chains to the rear 
wheels of his Volkswagen bug. 
When I inquired where he was 
headed, he announced he was 
on his way to New York City. 

An artist by trade, Berlings 
was impressed with the prim­
eval vistas of rural Nevada and 
the flamboyant color schemes in 
the bars, which he found remi­
niscent of Gauguin's Marquesan 
period. 

He was equally impressed 
Gunar Berlings, roving artist. with the people. "The fact that 

out here, you come into a restau­
rant, people are happy to see you, they're happy to wait on you. It 
isn't crowded, no lines." 

Gunar said he finds the interstates boring, and in spite of having 
spent half the day stuck in mud, he wasn' t complaining. 

"I came out here looking for an adventure and I found it. Not the 
one I was looking for, but it's all right. I found an adventure." - RM 
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the Silver State, lies Belmont, a town that according to all available 
economic indicators has no reason to exist. Unlike Eureka and 
Austin it has seen no mining renaissance, nor is it on the road to 

A SKETCH IN TIME 

I D I uring my visit to 
Belmont, I desperately 
wanted to photograph 

Holly Richardson. Besides being 
recognized as a veteran of the 
town, he's one of the characters in 
Owen Ulph's books (see Nevada 
Magazine, ov IDec '86). 

When I asked to take his pic­
ture, Holly backed off. I persisted, 
but he resisted, and [ make it a 
point not to be too pushy in Ne­
vada. Heartbroken, I drove off on 
the dirt road to Eureka, only to get 
stuck in some mud. It took me an 

Holly Richardson, shy subject. hour to extricate myself and get 
turned around. That's when I met 

Gunar Berlings, who was in the same fix. When we finally got back 
on solid ground, I introduced Gunar to Holly. "Since you wouldn't 
let me take your picture, Holly" I explained, "I've taken the liberty 
of securing the services of Gunar Berlings, the famous Latvian 
artist. Is it OK if Gunar sketches you?" 

No sweat. The erstwhile shy Holly even sat for his portrait in a 
bar full of curious onlookers. After seeing the finished sketch, he 
asked Gunar if he did oil paintings. "Sure," answered Gunar. "Just 
wait here 'til I get my paints out of the trunk." 

I'm sending Holly a copy of the sketch, hoping to get on his good 
side, but he may be too busy modeling to answer my letter. By now 
there is probably some marble statue of Holly in the middle of 
Belmont-and I still don't have a photo of him.-RM 

Photos: Richard Menzies 



Quiet it is, except for summer holidays, when banjo and fiddle bands 
materialize at Dirty Dick's like desert toads at a waterhole. 

anywhere. Although at one time the political capital of Nye 
County, Belmont lost that distinction to Tonopah way back in 1905. 
Since then the old county courthouse has sat abandoned like a 
grounded ark at the southeast base of the Toquima Range. 

About 17 families call Belmont home, although if you show up 
on a weekday, the only resident you are likely to encounter is Holly 
Richardson, the town's official caretaker and guardian. A veteran 
buckaroo whose weathered features bespeak a lifetime on the trail, 
today Richardson rides herd over sightseers in a homemade ve­
hicle that appears to bear out the theoretical possibility that a 
tornado passing through a junkyard might accidentally whip 
together a car. 

As it happened, I showed up on a Friday night just as the 
residents were gearing up for a restful weekend. At Dirty Dick's 
Saloon, the only business establishment in town, owner Dick 
Ashton and resident Rick Motis were warming themselves beside 
a potbellied stove, discussing the perennial problem of fire protec­
tion. At present there is none, but that's normal. There's also no 
school, no store, no gas station, no restaurant, no hotel, no post 
office, no church, no chamber of commerce, and no utility com­
pany. For electricity, citizens rely on windmill generators and 
storage batteries. There's only one telephone in town-a solar­
powered wireless that whoops like a diving submarine whenever 
a call comes in. Whoever is around has to fetch his key, run to the 
booth, and answer the call. 

"People who call in aren't used to sittin' there waitin' to let it 
ring," said Ashton. "You might have to let it ring for at least five 
minutes until somebody gets there." 

''I'd just as soon they never did," added Motis. "No offense 

meant, but I just don' t like people. I never could handle it. No, I 
went to the cities a couple times when I was young. Tried it and 
didn't like it. I like it quiet." 

Quiet it is, except for summer holidays when the population 
"gains a thousand percent easy." Memorial and Labor days are the 
biggies, when banjo and fiddle bands and hordes of merrymakers 
materialize at Dirty Dick's like desert toads at a waterhole. 

In winter the town is often inaccessible, and that's the besf time 
of all, according to Motis. Snowbound residents turn the main 
street into a tobaggan run, keep warm with campfires and potluck 
suppers, and indulge in that rarest form of social intercourse, 
conversation. 

"You know, there's not too many places left where you've got 
the peace and solitude that you have out here," declared Motis. 
"Any given night you take a ride, you go over the mountain and 
look at elk, sage hens. Oh, I love it out here." 

I liked it, too, but my hosts were quick to point out that my 
chances of acquiring property in town were slim to none. So I 
settled for a level camping spot next to the bar and a complimentary 
supper. I had to agree with Dirty Dick that rural Nevadans are 
indeed "the salt of the earth, absolutely so different from city 
people." 

In the morning I left as I had come, still a tourist and looking 
forward to my next visit to Eureka, Austin, and Belmont. Great 
places to visit, although I still doubt I have what it takes to live 
there. q 

Richard Menzies, a frequent Nevada contributor lives and writes in the 
urban confines of Salt Lake City. 
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[EJ or 358 days out of the year, 
Stead, the former Air Force F town 10 miles north of Reno, is a 
sleepy appendage of the Biggest 

Little City in the World, its airfield func­
tioning as a modest base for general avia­
tion. Butfor one week of each Septemberfor 
the past 23 years, Stead has awakened it­
self- and every uther living thing within a 
10-mile radius-to host the Reno National 
Championship Air Races. Like other air­
race devotees, I consider this event to be the 
showcase of an esoteric sport that, if the 
record crowds of 1986 are any indication, is 
gaining even greater popularity. 

It's about time. Air racing's first recog­
nized event was held at Reims, France, in 
1909, when a handful of aviation pioneers 
met to test the mettle of themselves and 
their machines-and to have some fun in 
the process. Widespread popularity was 
predicted. Who wouldn't have thrilled to 
the sight of an airplane doing a blinding 47 
miles per hour around the 6.2-mile course, 
setting a new altitude record of 508 feet? 

Seventy-eight years later, with planes 
flying a little faster and higher, there is 
Reno. This year is the 24th year of the Na­
tional Championship Air Races, the longest 
continuously running event of its kind. 

FRIDAY, Last Year: Early, before the 
crowds arrive, a Navy F-18 goes through its 
routine of spine-tingling maneuvers. It's an 
appetizer to remind earlybirds that the 
Reno event isn't just air races-it's also an 
air show extraordinaire. 

A short while later, the opening cere­
mony brings all activity to a halt as the 
hushed crowd rises for the national an­
them, the end of which is punctuated by a 
flight of four Nevada Air National Guard F-
4 Phantoms that roar above the cheering 
crowd. During the anthem some folks are 
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THE 
SKY'S 
THE 

LIMIT 
AT THE RENO AIR RACES 
THIS FAN DISCOVERED 

GUTS, GLORY, AND A SHOW 
THAT LEAVES YOU 

SOARING. 

BY MICHAEL COLIN 

saluting while others put hats over hearts as 
the day officially begins. 

Military participation in the air show is 
heavy, and each day includes a fly-by and 
demonstrations by paratroopers. There is 
also an all-women civilian parachuting 
team known as the Stardusters, who put on 
an impressive display. The fans are ener­
gized, and the day has just started. 

Then six gleaming red, white, and blue 
F-16s make a thunderous entrance from 
behind the grandstands. The U.s. Air Force 
Thunderbirds have arrived. A man next to 
me watches their riveting, precise, graceful 
routine and says to himself: "Something 
like that I don't mind paying taxes for." 
Roughly 90,000 eyes are glued to the sky in 
awed agreement. 

Reno's is the only air-race event that of­
fers four classes of racing aircraft. The most 
popular class-the Unlimited-is domi­
nated by planes of World War II vintage. 
The Unlimited field, which competes 
around a 9.2-mile course, is comprised of 
the 27 fastest aircraft selected during the 
three days of qualifying that precede the 
main event. Most Unlimited racers are P-51 
Mustangs, Hawker Sea Furies, F-4U Cor­
sairs, and other such noble fighters, but the 
criteria-that it use a piston engine and be 
propeller-driven-has allowed aircraft as 
large as bombers to compete. And while 
many people may find air racing exciting in 
general, there's nothing like an Unlimited 
bird going for all it's worth 50 feet above the 
deck to leave one's mouth agape. Unlim­
ited planes don't fly-they fly! 

The second most powerful class are the 
AT-6s. The North American AT-6 (or SNJ) 
was the primary flight trainer for World 
War II pilots in several countries. The 18 
fastest AT -6 qualifiers will race around a 
five-mile course. 

The last two classes, International For-

mula One (IFl) and Biplane, use a 3.1-mile 
course. The 24 fastest make the IFl field , 
while only the 16 fastest biplanes qualify to 
race. Flying these smaller planes can be 
tricky and when the wind kicks up, which 
it often does at Stead in September, just 
seeing the takeoffs and landings is worth 
the price of admission. 

No matter what classes they compete in, 
all racers have their eyes on a common goal: 
Gold Sunday when the best and the fastest 
compete for their share of the purse, which, 
at more than $400,000 in 1986, was the larg­
est ever offered. Anywhere. 

SATURDAY: It's like a circus in the pit 
area. Crews work at fever pitch to get their 
planes ready for the next race. A police car 
with flashing lights chases a guy putt-putt­
putting around on a micro-mini-motor­
cycle. A woman wears a button on her hat 
that reads, "If you don't like the way 
women land, stay off the taxiway." 

No one is on the taxiway when R.A. 
"Bob" Hoover, a test pilot and aviation 
legend, rolls in from a demonstration. 
Hoover, who in his yellow Mustang has 
paced the Unlimited races since they began, 
performs in four different aircraft. He has 
just completed a harrowing routine in the 
twin-engine Shrike Commander in which 
he does aerobatic maneuvers with and 
without engines. (This is a business plane, 
for crying out loud!) His last engine-off 
stunt isa loop, followed by a 16-point roll to 
a landing on the taxiway. The man is a 
brilliant maniac. 

Meanwhile, taking off in a pretty little 
red plane is seven-time national aerobatic 
champion Leo Loudenslager, who does a 
routine that only a maniac or world 
champ-which he was in 1980-would do. 

It makes one sweat. 
Between races pilots prowl around the 

Photo: Jay Meierdierd< 



'Military participation in the air show 
is heavy, with frequent fly-bys 

and paratrooper demonstrations.' 
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This big bomber complete with bombshell, was a highlight of last year's crowd-pleasing sideligh ts. 
Below, the USAF Thunderbirds take a break from their precision aerobatics. 

pits, quietly eyeing the competition. When 
asked about their skills and daring, most air 
race pilots respond with cavalier shrugs 
and some "ain' t no big thang" answer. 

Take Alan Preston, who in 1986 made air 
race history as the first pilot to enter and fly 
aircraft in all four classes. Commenting on 
an earlier Unlimited heat race that he won 
in the P-51 Dago Red he says he was a little 
worried by two things: the rupture of an oil 
line and the plane that was in front of him. 
"I picked up some oil on the windshield," 
Preston said, "but through a little hole 1 saw 
a Bearcat." Shortly after the race, Preston 
could be seen wandering around the pits 
shooting people with a squirt gun in the 
shape of an airplane. 

Or Lefty Gardner, a fixture at Reno with 
his P-51 Thunderbird, which won the Un­
limited Gold in 1976, and beautiful P-38, 
White Lightning. Gardner, also up against a 
Bearcat in a heat, was in the lead when 
something happened. "I had a malfunc­
tion," he says. "The right fuel tank got filled 
with air." Which is his way of saying he 
forgot to switch tanks and ran out of gas. 

SUNDAY: There are three kinds of fans : 
n Novice: sits wide-eyed with jaw slack­

ened and often mutters "gee whiz." 
2) Seasoned: even after graduating from 

the ranks of the novice, still shakes his or her 
head frequently in controlled awe. 

3) Addict: there with the sunrise, last to 
leave. Responds to even the most thrilling 
thing with a knowing smile. 

Dawn on Gold Sunday brings with it a 
nasty, chilly wind. Many novices, and even 
a few seasoned fans, ponder the wisdom of 
staying and catching certain pneumonia. 
The addicts shiver just a little. 

Gold Sunday fairly rings with anticipa-
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tion. It's a day filled with the same activities 
as the previous three days but Sunday's 
final race will be the Unlimited Gold. 

And the air show. Even after watching 
for three days a diehard fan senses renewed 
vigor in the performers' routines, as if Gold 
Sunday demands a little more. The Thun­
derbirds, Bob Hoover, Leo Loudenslager­
all seem to respond to the unspoken man­
date that today's show must be golden. 

Lefty Gardner takes off to entertain in his 
P-38 while the IF1 s set up to race. The IF1s 
in particular have a rough time in the kind 
of wind that's buffeting Stead Field this 
morning, and you wonder if they' ll cancel 
the race. But the howl of the P-38's twin 
engines scatter such thoughts as Gardner 
dive bombs the field, then pulls straight up. 

An older man shakes his head, his eyes 
following the P-38's every move. "I' ll tell 
you," he says dreamily to his companion, 
"that was a sweet plane to fly ." 

And the IF1s are rolling in a treacherous 
crosswind, first-rate flying skills getting 
them off the ground without mishap. The 
eight midget aircraft sound like a swarm of 
angry hornets as they climb and claw for 
speed. Eight laps later John Sharp, a 35-

year-old Lockheed test engineer from 
Texas, wins the gold as he takes the check­
ered flag at 229.614 mph. 

Expectation grows with greater force 
than the wind. The AT-6 gold is won by 
Eddie Van Fossen, 45, a crop duster from 
Bakersfield. And if Alan Preston is upset 
that he didn' t win gold in either the IF1 or 
AT-6 races, his winning the Biplane Gold 
race (and setting a new class record for a 
qualifying speed of 198.616 mph) should be 
of some consolation. And, after all, there's 
still the Unlimited Gold. 

The day's final air routine is just spec­
tacular enough to distract the crowd from 
the nine Unlimited machines making 
ready. Joann Osterud Nottke, a petite flier 
for United Airlines and a regular performer 
at Reno, decides she wants a race. It just so 
happens there's a jet dragster-Smoke and 
Thunder-that has been streaking across 
the ramp at 260 mph, validating its name 
with a vengeance. Joann flies a little plane 
that does about 200 mph when pushed, but 
she wants to take on Smoke and Thunder 
anyway. The dragster sets up at the end of 
the ramp, and Joann lines up on it, flying at 
about 50 feet. But just as she's about there 
she decides to do something a little differ­
ent-and flips upside down. As she passes 
over Smoke and ThLmder the dragster 
belches, flames shoot from its tailpipe, and 
it streaks. Joann is almost at the end of the 
ramp when the dragster shoots under her, 
and it looks like a tie. 

As one, the crowd decides it can breathe 
again. But there's little time for recovery 
because the Unlimiteds are being towed to 
the stands, where they will sit before the 
spectators like gleaming chariots while 
their gladiators receive the traditional 
briefing from Bob Hoover. 

After the briefing, nine powerful aircraft 
from another era start engines, roaring their 
intentions to a crowd already sitting on 
seat's edge. The racers taxi single-file, and 
take off. 

The announcer, between jokes about 
Stealth racers, plugs the P.A. into the 
controller's radio frequency so the crowd 
can hear Bob Hoover's every word. Cool 
and authoritative, he sets the pace in his 
yellow Mustang and lines up his pilots. 
Heads turn every which way, trying to 
catch a glimpse of the mighty Unlimiteds 
forming up, but there's nothing to see. 
They've disappeared behind the stands. 

A little sta tic over the P.A., then Hoover's 
legendary words are uttered with charac­
teristic ease: "Gentlemen, you have a race." 

The nine aircraft dive onto the course 
pushing 400 mph, and the field quickly 
narrows. A much-heralded home-built Un­
limited, Tsunami, piloted by 1985 Gold 
Winner Steve Hinton, pulls out with the 
same problems that have plagued it all 
week. Hinton's no stranger to a mayday 
call; he walked away from the fiery crash in 
1984 of the two-time Unlimited Champion 
aircraft Red Baron . After the first lap it be­
comes clear this is a two-plane race. Test 
pilot Skip Holm, the 1984 Unlimited cham-

Photos: James LeGoy (top). Ed Opsitos 



Lallnching the massive hydroplanes reqllires a cralle (above). O,lce lip to speed, the hydros ollly /leed room to roar (i/lset). 

LAKE MEAD'S MIGHTY THUNDERBOATS 
When hydroplanes test their mettle, they produce a tidal wave of thrills. 

[ Tl hunder usually means trouble to 
Lake Mead boaters, but on Sep­
tember 25-27 thunder means un­

limited excitement on the lake. That's 
when thunderboats, the pet name for un­
limited hydroplanes, will blast across the 
surface of Mead in the sport's season fina Ie 
in the Budweiser Las Vegas Silver Cup. 
Last year's race determined the national 
champion, so the daredevil pilots will be 
pushing their monster speed machines 
past all threshholds of sanity. 

Anyone who has ever seen thunder­
boats compete can't forget the primordial 
roar of the engines when the big boats 
cross the starting line. In a sense, unlim­
ited hydros are throwbacks to an era when 
the quest for greater speeds on land, in the 
air, and on water were the pastimes of the 
idle rich . In fact, Guy Lombardo, who 
played the Tropicana's Blue Room in the 
'60s, won the national championship in 
1946 with his boat, Tempo VI. 

Whereas progress made in race cars and 
test planes usually translates into better 
designs for everyday vehicles, unlimited 
hydroplanes have always had just one 
function: to be the fastest machines on 
water. 

Photos: Eugene E. Hertzog 

By Charles E. McManis 

In recent years, computer designs have 
helped refine the hulls for smoother rides 
at speeds well over 100 mph. But the big 
hydros still have a love-hate relationship 
with the water. While the water helps 
stabilize the immense boa ts, too much con­
tact produces drag. That's why racing 
hydros spend about half their time in the 
air, skimming over the water like rocket­
powered skipping rock . The engines, 
which just a few years ago were almost 
exclusively turbo-charged versions of the 
Allison and Rolls-Royce engines that pow­
ered WWII fighter planes, are now being 
replaced by jet-powered turbines that can 
generate more than 2,500 horsepower. The 
current qualifying high-speed record is 
153.061 mph, and as boat speeds creep 
higher and higher, the quest for lighter and 
stronger hulls continues. Driver protec­
tion also is a high priority with the concept 
of driver capsules being adopted from 
aircraft technology. 

Two variables that cannot be controlled 
are weather and water. And on Lake Mead 
conditions can change quickly from an 
ideal calm to a choppy surface with gusty 
winds. The 1986 finals had to be postponed 
for a day when weather conditions went 

from exciting to highly risky. While racers 
push their hydros to ever greater speeds, 
they're all aware of how easy it is to be­
come a grim feature on the evening news. 

Of course, for hydro-jockeys and spec­
tators alike, the danger adds to the adrena­
lin-powered thrill of it all. Part of the thrill 
for spectators is the fact that there isn't a 
bad seat in the house, and the price is right. 
In fact, there is no admission to Boulder 
Beach, and one of the 1,000 grandstand 
seats costs only $3. Get there early because 
last year more than 211,000 people at­
tended at least one of the three days of 
trials, qualifications, and racing days-a 
record for a Nevada sporting event. 

Remember to take sun lotion because 
it's still hot at Lake Mead in September. If 
you plan to take pictures, bring a telephoto 
lens. Take binoculars for c10seups of the 
big boa ts as they ski p around the comers of 
the two-mile oval course off Boulder 
Beach. And then just enjoy the thrill of 
watching a man-made thunderstorm un­
leash its power. CJ 

Charles E. McManis of Las Vegas contributes 
stories and photos to national boating maga­
zines. 
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odNews 
For PeoI21e 0 Eat . 

• 
I f your tiIste buds are 

not altogether excited 
about a future of organic fiber 
flakes, the beef industry would 
like a few words with you. Even 
a few from the U.S.D.A. Because 
the lowdown on beef is probably 
less than you thin'k-lower in 
calOries, leaner on fit, lighter on 

cholesterol than you would ever 
.... -~ ..... ' irnagine.lt'sevenllstertofl.x 

than your mother knows. 
So read on. And bang 
on to your bits. 

OOU~TIP wpwm WPOOU~ Beef 
6.4gm.s totaljat' 7.6gms totatjat' 5.3gms totaljat* 
(2.3 gmssat.jat) (3. 0gmssat.jat) (J .8gmssat.jat) 

J 62 ca/cries 172 ca/cries 162 caiOlWs 
Real Rxxi fur Real Thopla 

Sourte: US.DA. Handbook No. 8·13 

3 oz. oj lean beef is u1Uler 
2OOcaIories. Butjor tJuU 

jraction oj a IOIal day's calo­
yauget: . 46% ojtheaduUman's 

protein ' 59% ojtheaduUumnan's 
RDAjorprotein ' 15% ojtheaduUumnan's 

RDAjoriran ' 40% ojtheaduURDAjorzinc ' 
76% ojtheaduURDAjorvitaminB-12. 

THE UNSATURAT10N POlNI'. 
Over half the jat in beef is actually mono- or 
poly-unsaturated. That's why 3 ounces oj 
umaerlUlll/lU.ue ulnu v. grams oj saturated 

TERIYAKl BEEF SJ'lR-FRY. 
Preparation: 15min. 
Cooking time: IOmin. 

0uL lib. tnproundsteakin 
thin strips. Marinatein3 7bs. 
teriyaki sauce, 1 7bs. oil and 
2 tsp. cornslllrch 30min. Stir­
fry 2 bell peppers (lW' cube) 
and 6 green onions (2" pieces) 
in 1 7bs. oil 3 min.; remooo. 
Stir-fry beej (112 at a time) 2-3 
min. &turnall ingmdienls. 
Cook untillwt. 4 servings. 
Calories: 247 per serving; 

jat out oj 7. 9 grams 
W/al. May your body 
and your taste /mds 
make peace. 

162 jrom beef. 
Pigurnsa",!:~~::=~, . BEEFA 

© J987/3etifbuiustryCou,ncilarut8eejBoarrJ. V 

TENDERWm SlRLOm 
5.5gmstotaljat' 7.9gmstotaljat* 7.4gmstotaljat* 
(2.1 gms sat.jat) (3. 1 gms sat.jat) (3.0 gms sat.jat) 

155 caiOlWs 174 calories 177 calories 



pion who flies the highly modified P-51 
Stiletto, holds a healthy lead over Rick 
Brickert, who flies the 1983 Unlimited 
champion Sea Fury called Dreadnought. 

Stiletto and Dreadnought exchange the 
lead several times, but Holm pushes a little 
more, screaming by the horne pylon at 430, 
435, 440 mph, a mist of vapor from his 
cooling system streaming behind, Brickert 
nipping at his heels, closer and closer. 

And then the white stream in Stiletto's 
wake turns from water to smoke. With only 
a couple of laps left, Holm's engine has had 
all it can take. As the crowd recognizes the 
smoke, the air of intense competition clears. 
The race is over. Holm, no doubt cursing 
the frailty of his powerful engine, pulls out 
to get some altitude for an emergency land­
ing, and Brickert maintains his unbeatable 
lead to take the checkered flag. 

Gold is won and lost just that quickly. 

AFTERMATH: The late afternoon sky 
slowly yields to evening. But even as the 
last of the crowd disappears, the addicts 
remain, sitting easily in the stands or wan­
dering around the pits in spite of the chill 
wind, hoping for just one more thrill. And 
as a street sweeper chugs along, cleaning 
where thousands just recently sat with eyes 
craned skyward, there is only the single 
roar of an Unlimited plane firing up for the 

Holm screams by the 

home pylon at 

430,435,440 mph, 

a mist of vapor streaming 

behind and Brickert 

nipping at his heels. 

trip home to slake the thirst of hangers-on. 
But it's enough for this addict, who sits 

with that knowing smile while a cleaning 
crew works around him. The lone engine 
provides a fitting closure to the ritual he'll 
repeat next year, an event underscored by 
words once uttered by a zealous novice as 
the Unlimited Gold combatants took to the 
sky to do battle: 

"This is it," the novice had said. "This is 
what we came for. " CJ 

Michael Colin is a writer fro m Goleta, Califor­
nia . He has worked on an air race screenplay and 
is a self-described air race junkie. 

Reno's Own Flyboys 
[f] Iiers come from all over to com­

pete in the ational Champion­F ship Air Races. But there are pilots 
from all classes who live right in Reno. 

John Penny a 39-year-old pilot for 
United Airlines, lives in Sparks. Penny 
suffered something of a disappointment 
while trying to qualify for the Unlimited 
races: the engine in his 1952 Grumman F-
8FBearcat, Rare Bear, blewat408mph. But 
the remarkable work of his crew got 
Penny back in the air a day later with a 
powerful new 3,700-horsepower engine. 
In his second year racing at Reno, Penny 
and Rnre Bear won a crucial heat and got 
bumped up to race on Gold Sunday but, 
alas, he did not get the gold. 

Another contender was Bruce Redding 
of Reno. A 40-year-old businessman, Red­
ding owns two AT-6s, both of which are 
flown in the races. Redding qualified his 
plane After You , at 218 mph and, like 
Penny, won a crucial heat that advanced 
him to Gold Sunday'sAT-6 run. After You 
placed fourth in the spirited race. 

As one of the original race organizers, 
Reno attorney Stan Brown, 62, served on 
the event's board of directors until he de­
cided to resign so he could compete; last 
year was his 14th race. Brown, who has 
raced in Mexico, Ohio, and Mojave, flew a 
Pitts Special biplane, Washoe Zephyr He 
built it and named it for the winds immor­
talized by Mark Twain. He admits he 
chose the name because the winds made 

Photos: Michael Colin 

Reno's Bruce Redding (top) owns two AT-6s. 
John Penny of Spa rks flies his 1952 Grumman 
F-8F Bearcat in the Unlimited class. 

painting the plane a chore. Although 
Brown qualified at 154 mph and raced 
well, he didn't get to Gold Sunday. 

Bill Skliar, 60, is a retired Air Force colo­
nel from Reno who flew his Cassutt Mace 
in the International Formula One Class. 
Skliar qualified at 205 mph and managed 
to place second to original Mercury astro­
naut Deke Slayton in a heat. The only gold 
Skliar saw at Reno '86 was in the name of 
his plane, Goldust. 

But there's always next year.- MC 

Plane Facts 
IT] he 1987 Reno National Champi­T onship Air Races are expecting 

to attract 150,000 spectators to 
the Stead Airport on September 17-20, 
Thursday through Sunday. Here are a 
few ideas to help you enjoy the show and 
bea t the traffic. 

Consider going on the qualifying 
days, September 14-16, when admission 
is free. There is less air-show a<;:tivity 
then, but there are fewer crowds, too. 
The atmosphere is informal, and it's 
possible to talk to pilots and crew mem­
bers if you don't get in the way. 

On the four race days, events begin at 
10:30 a.m. and end about 3:30 p.m. Ar­
rive early and you might get a parking 
space near the entrance, although some 
people prefer to park farther away so 
they can beat the crowd at day's end. 

Tickets to the races include general, 
reserved sea ting, and pit passes. General 
seating is first-come, first-serve; re­
served guarantees a place in the stands. 
General and reserved tickets are $6 and 
$10 on Thursday $10 and $15 on Friday 
and $20 and $25 on Saturday and Sun­
day. Season tickets for four days are $35 
general and $65 reserved and are avail­
able from the Reno Air Races, Box 1429, 
Reno, NY 89505 (call 702-826-7500). 
Tickets also are available through Tick­
etron, and general seating is available 
through the Bass Ticket Center (800-225-
BASS). Tickets are available at the gate, 
but the reserved areas usually sell out on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Pit passes are well worth the addi­
tional cost if you want to get a close look 
at the planes, pilots, and pit crews. 
Thursday and Friday pit passes are $10 
and $15 respectively. Saturday and 
Sunday passes are $20. 

To avoid the traffic jams near Stead 
during peak hours you can try a bus 
shuttle like the one offered by Gray Line 
(702-329-1147). Service begins at 8 a.m. 
with pickups at Reno Cannon Airport, 
Bally's, John Ascuaga's Nugget, and 
Harolds Club. Return trips begin at 1:30 
p.m. Prices include $4.50 for one way 
and $29 for all four days. 

Be prepared for both hot and cold 
weather. Sunglasses, suntan lotion, and 
a hat are essential, but sunny days at 
Stead have been known to turn to snow. 

Bring a camera and field glasses. 
Good photos can be taken in the pits with 
a wide-angle lens, and when the Unlim­
iteds line up for the final race Sunday, 
you can capture the Bearcats, Sea Furies, 
and Mustangs in all their glory. 

Sit next to the P.A. speakers to follow 
the action. Also, a portable radio capable 
of receiving VHF signals can pick up 
pilot and controller talk, which will add 
to your understanding of the exciting 
aerial action.-Scott Shelley 
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Where There's Smoke, 
There's Ire 

More and more casinos are clearing the air 
for nonsmoking customers-no butts about it. 

~ 
ow many times have you held a 

H cigarette between your index 
and middle fingers, watched the 
flame explore the tobacco, in­

haled that first astringent drag, and settled 
in for a smoke? 

If the answer is never, or no longer, then 
stand over with Carry Nation. She was 
known to snatch cigars from the mouths of 
smokers and declare, "I want all hellions to 
quit puffing that hell flame in God's clean 
air." 

If you're a nonsmoker, you might agree 
that the lady had nerve but her approach 
wasa bit severe. You'd probably agree, too, 
with more and more of evada casinos' 
approach to smoking. They're not bashing 
smokers, but they are turning their atten­
tion to the needs of customers who would 
rather be smoke-free. 

It's not that casinos have to give special 
treatment. The state's 1975 nonsmoking 
law, as it was changed effective last sum­
mer, makes it illegal to smoke in designated 
no-smoking areas of a hotel, motel, or ca­
sino, but it's up to the owner to designate 
them. 

Still, many hotels and casinos recently 
have expanded their nonsmoking offer­
ings. Consider: 

At Circus Circus in Las Vegas, half of its 
2,800 hotel rooms are for nonsmokers. 

Harrah's Tahoe has an entire gaming pit 
and slot area where the only puffs are from 
hyperventilating crap shooters. 

And John Ascuaga's Nugget in Sparks 
has gone to nonsmoking in its showroom. 
Period. 

The Nugget's landmark no-smoking 
policy originated two years ago when a 
nonsmoking section was arranged near the 
stage, especially for performers who sang. 
Smoking was snuffed out completely last 
February when Ray Price found he could 
not tolerate the smoke drifting toward him 
from the back of the room. Price asked 
members of the audience not to smoke, and 
they complied. Now smoking is not al­
lowed during the Celebrity Showroom's 
two one-hour cocktail shows. Seating be-

By Paul Bosarge 

gins 30 minutes prior, and smokers either 
drift outside to fire up or wait it out. 

"For every complaint about the out­
lawed smokes we receive at least four or 
five compliments," maitre d' Mike Suarez 
says. "Besides, people are more interested 
in the show than smoking." Once in a while, 
after a drink or two, people may try to sneak 
a puff, but Suarez or a member of his staff 
politely will ask them to put it out. 

Ironically, although customers don't 
smoke there, a lot of Nugget showroom 
employees do. Of the 16 waitresses who 
now spend five or six hours in the smoke-

Don Rickles is adept 

a t nailing smokers 

with such quips as, 

'What are you smoking, 

a rope?' Or, as he gazes 

at the hanging cloud, 

'What is this, a cookout?' 

free environment, 13 smoke. As one put it, 
"It's like a chimney backstage." 

Actually, a smoking ban in Northern 
Nevada casinos is not new. Harrah's Tahoe 
provided smoke-free gaming tables as far 
back as 1973, according to press relations 
manager John Packer. Harrah's today has 
an entire floor of rooms for nonsmokers 
and plans to add another floor this fall. 
Although there are no roped-off sections 
for nonsmokers in the showroom, Harrah's 
maitre d' Bob Trent holds approximately 
100 seats per night for nonsmokers and 
then adjusts to meet the demand. 

Caesars Tahoe, which has a nonsmoking 
gaming area and free cessation clinics for 
employees, was the first casino at the lake to 
offer nonsmoking hotel rooms. It started 

with 13 smoke-free hotel rooms in 1984 and 
now has plans for more. 

At Harrah's Reno, Maitre d' John Manis­
calco uses a computer printout that lists 
smoking preferences of hotel guests attend­
ing the show. "For guests or anyone who 
wants to be in nonsmoking, a simple re­
quest prior to being seated is all it takes," he 
says. "The only problems we have are 
moving customers once they've been 
seated, or when a couple approaches and 
one smokes and the other doesn't. They 
want to sit together and it's impossible to 
cater to both." 

The Four Queens in Las Vegas plans to 
increase the number of rooms available for 
nonsmoking guests because more custom­
ers are asking for them, says Don Maedgen, 
assistant to the vice president. The Four 
Queens converted 40 of its 721 hotel rooms 
to nonsmoking because of feedback on 
guest comment cards. The hotel plans to 
convert an additional two floors. 

The Las Vegas Hilton converted two 
floors of guest rooms to nonsmoking eight 
months ago. According to Denyce Tuller, 
assistant publicity director, the work took 
about two months and included sterilizing, 
re-wallpapering, and re-carpeting the 
rooms. Tuller said guests are informed of 
the policy beforehand, and it is enforced. 
"The maids are not even allowed to smoke 
on the two nonsmoking floors," she says. 

To accommodate nonsmokers, Bally's 
Reno sets aside special tables for "Hello 
Hollywood, Hello" in its 2,000-seat 
Ziegfeld Theatre. Maitre d' Randall Payne 
says customer response cards indicate an 
increasing demand for nonsmoking areas. 
He says customers also appreciate the fact 
that smoke could damage irreplaceable 
costumes made of exotic bird feathers. 

Bally's Las Vegas does not have desig­
nated nonsmoking areas, according to 
spokesman Stephen Allen, but he says if 
several nonsmokers request it, they will be 
given a separate booth. 

Much of the effort to provide smoke-free 
areas is part of a nationwide trend, but 
many casino spokesmen are quick to point 
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out they do not want to offend the smoker. 
Caesars Tahoe's Jim Parsons explains, 
"Gaming is a recreational activity, and we 
certainly do not want to inhibit smoking 
customers from partaking. We certainly 
will not tell them, point-blank, not to 
smoke. We don't have no-smoking signs on 
the front door. All our customers should 
feel comfortable, without restricting the 
smoker." 

The needs of smokers and nonsmokers is 
not the only concern casinos face . They also 
are weighing the needs of entertainers. 
Prior to opening nights, Harrah's maitre d' 
Trent collects a list of an entertainer's likes 

and dislikes, from meals to mineral water to 
smoking or not. "I think we're more over­
protective than most on checking out not 
only what the audiences request, but also 
what the stars may request." 

In requesting audiences not smoke, one 
star who was ahead of her time was Vicki 
Carr. When she performed at the Nugget in 
the early 1980s, maitre d' Suarez recalls, no 
one in the audience was allowed to smoke. 

Today more and more entertainers are 
politely asking that audiences not smoke 
during the show. Some are allergic to 
smoke. Others, like George Burns, Alan 
King, and Bill Cosby now use their trade-

N on-Smoking Sections 
The following evada hotels and casinos 
offer special accommodations for non­
smoking guests, according to a recent Ne­
vada survey: 

Las Vegas 
Bally's: Showroom seating by request. 
Circus Circus: 1,400 hotel rooms, res­

taurant sections, and some gaming tables. 
Flamingo Hilton: 132 hotel rooms, res-

taurant sections. 
Hacienda: Restaurant sections. 
Four Queens: 40· hotel rooms. 
Holiday: About SO hotel rooms, restau-

rant sections, and some gaming tables. 
Las Vegas Hilton: 112 hotel rooms, res­

taurant sections. 
Palace Station: 14 hotel rooms, a seat-

ing section in the bingo room. 
Sahara: Restaurant sections. 
Silver Slipper: Restaurant sections. 
Stardust: Restaurant sections. 
Tropicana: 60 hotel rooms and mini-

suites, restaurant sections, and three 
blackjack tables. 

Union Plaza: 28 hotel rooms. 
Vegas World: Restaurant sections. 

Laughlin 
Colorado Belle: 105 hotel rooms, res­

taurant sections, and gaming areas. 
Edgewater: 28 hotel rooms, restaurant 

sections, and gaming areas. 
Riverside Resort: 28 hotel rooms; res­

taurant sections; gaming area with slots, 
video poker, keno, and tables; 124-seat 
area in showroom that can be expanded; 
and nonsmoking showroom perform­
ances on occasion. 

1-15 at California Border 
Whiskey Pete's: 10 hotel rooms, res­

taurant sections. 
Mesquite 

Peppermill: 12 hotel rooms. 
Lake Tahoe 

Caesars Tahoe: 13 hotel rooms, restau­
rant sections, 11 blackjack tables, one rou­
lette table, showroom seating sections. 

Harrah's Tahoe: 41 hotel rooms with 41 
more due in October (all rooms are treated 
to rid them of smoke odors before check­
in), restaurant sections, gaming area near 
hotel lobby with 29 tables and 200-plus 
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slot machines, and seating section in 
showroom. Employees can smoke only in 
break areas. 

Harvey's: 12 gaming tables, no-smok­
ing policy for employees. 

Lakeside Inn: Restaurant sections. 
Reno Area 

Bally's: Restaurant sections, some 
gaming tables, showroom sections. 

Carson Valley Inn, Gardnerville: Res­
taurant section, special process to rid 
rooms of smoke odors, smoking by em­
ployee in break areas only, no smoking in 
company vans or buses. 

Circus Circus: 200 hotel rooms, restau­
rant sections, some gaming tables. 

Club Cal Neva: Restaurant sections, 
some gaming tables. Employees are not 
allowed to smoke on the job. 

Eldorado: SO hotel rooms, restaurant 
sections, two blackjack tables, nonsmok­
ing employee lounge, and sections in em­
ployee cafeteria. 

Harolds Club: Restaurant sections by 
request, designated areas for special 
events such as tournaments, and section 
in employee cafeteria. 

Harrah's Reno: 18 guest rooms with 
more available, restaurant sections, 20 
blackjack tables, showroom sections by 
request (some performers request that 
show guests not smoke), and no public 
smoking by on-duty employees. 

John Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks: 90 
hotel rooms, restaurant sections; entire 
showroom is nonsmoking. 

Ormsby House, Carson City: Restau­
rant sections. 

Peppermill: 52 hotel rooms, restaurant 
sections, some gaming tables, and show­
room seating sections. 

Reno Hilton: 36 hotel rooms, restau­
rant sections. 

Wendover 
Silver Smith: Five hotel rooms. 
Hotels and casinos that responded to 

the survey and currently don' t have non­
smoking policies are the Aladdin, Golden 
Nugget,and Imperial Palace in Las Vegas; 
the State Line in Wendover; and the Sta­
tion House in Tonopah.- Maria Federici 

mark cigars only as props. 
Most entertainers are tolerant of smok­

ing but, like country singer Mel Tillis, don't 
allow it backstage or in their dressing 
rooms. "You should see it from the stage," 
Tillis says. "On some nights it becomes 
irritating, particularly when a haze appears 
and starts creeping toward the front of the 
stage." 

A few entertainers, like comedian Don 
Rickles, are less than shy about it. He is 
adept at nailing smokers with such quips 
as, "What are you smoking, a rope?" Or, as 
he gazes at the hanging smoke cloud, 
"What is this, a cookout?" 

For the ultimate response by an enter­
tainer-in any category-the top-gun 
award goes to Buddy Wright. The long­
time Nevada lounge guitar player was 
working a gig at the Sahara Hotel (now 
Reno Hilton) on Easter Weekend in 1980. 

Entertainer Buddy 

Wright thought of a trick 

to wake up 

a bothersome smoker 

He reached for 

a nearby fire 

extinguisher and 

pulled the pin. 

Late one night, backing the Rawhide Re­
view, Wright thought of a trick to wake up 
a bothersome smoker. He reached for a 
nearby fire extinguisher. 

Wright thought the extinguisher was the 
kind usually filled with a harmless gas that 
fumes like auto exhaust. It wasn't. Wright 
pulled the pin, and a thick dusty powder­
like baking soda-first hung and then 
settled throughout the room. The sub­
stance, designed to combat electrical fires, 
blanketed everyone and everything-in­
cluding what was left of the audience, the 
entertainers, the band, and the $10,000 cur­
tains. All were chalky white. Wright him­
self turned ghost-like. As nine policemen 
came toward him, he disappeared, exiting 
stage right. 

Summoned before the judge, Wright 
pleaded in dead seriousness, "I didn' t do it 
on purpose." His sentence? "Restitution. 
Anyway you can." 

Wright was banned from the casino for­
ever, and T-shirts sprouted overnight, say­
ing, "I survived the Easter Day Massacre." 

ow Wright admits, "It's the best reason I 
know not to smoke in casinos." CJ 

Paul Bosarge of Reno is a former editor of Reno 
Magazine and a widely published freelance 
writer He smokes Camels. 



R u B I E s 
OF A DIFFERENT COLOR 

H AND-TINTED PHOTOS BY JEFF M ULLINS 

RUBY MOUNTAIN TWILIGHT 

"This was taken at Spring Creek, with a little storm blowing up." 
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THOMAS TRIPTYCH 

"I found this scene after an hour's hike up Thomas 
Canyon above Lamoille. The colors are those 

of dawn. I like the balance of the triptych, which 
evolved from ancient hinged writing tablets. The style 

was popular during the Renaissance." 



THOMAS CANYON 

"I hiked up the canyon 

on a really sunny afternoon. 

The water in the creek picked up 
bright reflections. This scene 

was near the triptych." 
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TUSCARORA 

"I found that old building in downtown Tuscarora. 

The wood is what attracted me." 
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A CENTURY AGO, soldiers stationed in the foothills at Fort Halleck found bright 
red stones they believed were rubies. The stones were actually garnets, but the 
original name--Ruby Mountains-stayed with the range as a reminder that 
things aren't always as they seem. 

That elusiveness is a frequent subject of artist Jeff Mullins of Elko, whose 
hand-tinted photographs show the Rubies in a different light. 

"Colors are determined by the amount and type of light striking an object," 
Mullins says. "But feelings, like those invoked by scenes in Lamoille Canyon, 
also add color to the images in our minds." 

Mullins, a graphic artist and photographer for the Elko Daily Free Press, has 
been taking pictures in the Rubies for seven years. He also has worked 
extensively with hand-tinting, which originally was used by 
photographers as an inexpensive way to produce color portraits. 

"I don't like the way color film interprets what it sees," he says. "Film is made 
up of tiny dots of color, much like a television screen, but on a much smaller 
scale." 

Mullins prints black-and-white photographs on heavy, fiber-based paper and 
colors them with transparent oils made exclusively for photos. The paint only 
tints the original image. 

Combined with other special effects, such as double exposure or reversing, 
the resulting pictures become fantasies based in reality 

"When painting a black-and-white photo, sometimes I start with colors that I 
saw when I took the picture," Mullins says. "Then I add colors I think I saw, 
colors I felt at the time I was there. 

"In a way, the process of 
hand-tinting is like traveling through 
time. The pictures show how the 
mountains may have looked in some 
ancient epoch, or how they may look 
sometime in the future. The mountains 
are truly timeless." 

Mullins' work is shown in Elko 
at the Galleria in the Northeastern 
Nevada Museum and at Interior 
Wood Products. q 

Jeff Mullins 
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Dressed in furs and fine jewelry, Liberace was 
never shy about showmanship (above). 

At right, a younger Liberace poses 
with his custom Cadillac and 

local Las Vegas lovelies in 1954. 

A VEGASTAR REMEMBERED 
Liberace's generous spirit was as much a trademark as his candelabras. 

[Q] n February 4, the day Liberace 

O died, I got a phone call from CBS 
in New York. It wanted a reac­
tion to a friend's death and a 

one-word summary of his personality. 
The suggested word: "Generous." 
Since meeting Lee in 1955 at the Riviera 

Hotel where he was its first big draw­
being paid $50,000 a week, which was a 
record salary for a Vegas tar-I found him 
to be. overly generous. He was always 
buying presents for friends, members of his 
orchestra, and their families. Birthdays, 
anniversaries, any excuse. 

And he didn't just buy "off the rack." He 
insisted on personalizing gifts. The cloth­
ing had to be the correct size and color. The 
furniture had to fit the recipient's personal­
ity. He gave his Las Vegas housekeeper of 
36 years, Gladys Luckie, a three-bedroom, 
two-bath home, and it came completely 
furnished to "fit Gladys" as he directed. She 
also got one of his cars that she loved, a 1982 
Cadillac Opera Coupe. 

One day in 1968, Lee went to the office of 
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By Forrest Duke 

Jamie James, his public-relations man and 
borrowed the house keys "so he could leave 
a few things there while he shopped." 
Before he returned the keys, Lee gave 
James' Los Angeles abode a new look, 
complete with all new furniture and rugs. 

Once he was driving on a fashionable 
street in Beverly Hills when he saw a special 
couch in a furniture store window. He 
parked, went inside and told the salesman, 
"This will go perfectly in my manager' s 
living room." He had it sent to Seymour 
Heller. 

One Christmas Heller and his wife were 
invited to join Lee and members of his 
family for an old-fashioned Yuletide in 
balmy Palm Springs. The Hellers shopped 
tirelessly, and finally came up with what 
they considered "the perfect gift for Lee," 
an expensive tea cart with beautiful silver­
ware. Lee did think it was the perfect gift­
he had bought the identical gift for the 
Hellers. 

Fellow Las Vegan Robert Goulet was a 
longtime friend. "Lee was generous to a 

fault," he told me. "About the only thing he 
was reluctant to share was his keyboard . 
Back in the '50s we were doing a television 
show together, and I volunteered to take 
over at the piano. After a few bars, Lee 
banished me wi th a smile: 'You should stick 
to your singing.'" 

Goulet stuck to his singing, and Lee kept 
on giving. One day in 1979, near his home in 
Las Vegas, Lee was at a supermarket, buy­
ing food for his small army of canines. He 
was disguised in jeans and black turtleneck 
sweater, but a customer who worked at a 
nearby Winchell's doughnut shop recog­
nized his voice. They began talking, and she 
mentioned her place of employment. Lee's 
eyes lit up, because his favorite snack was 
an Apple Fritter. She told him to follow her: 
"The dough is rising." In the kitchen, he 
nibbled some fritters and showed extreme 
interest in the baking process while she 
kidded him about making his own. He had 
a great time, and within hours he sent her an 
expensive bouquet of flowers. 

Stars were not immune to his impulses. 



Liberace was a celebrity both on stage and as a resident in Las Vegas for many years. Top left, he stirs up some publicittj for the Riviera in 1955. At 
center he poses with his brother George Liberace, and the author (stand ing). At right, he opened the Sahara in 1967 But, of course, he will most be 
remembered in his triumphant moments at the piano, entertaining thousands of fans and reveling in their admiration (left). 

When Lee introduced Barbra Streisand to 
Las Vegas at the Riviera, not only did he 
send her flowers on opening night, he also 
sent more the next night in honor of her 
"working in Nevada's tallest building." 

His generosity has not ended with his 
death, either. The nonprofit Liberace Foun­
dation for the Performing and Creative 
Arts will live on, supported by admission 
fees at the Liberace Museum- the third 
most popular tourist attraction, behind 
gaming and Hoover Dam, in the Las Vegas 
area. The bulk of Liberace's estate is ear­
marked for the foundation, which supplies 
cash grants for music scholarships to 22 
universities and colleges. In the same plaza 
as the museum on East Tropicana Avenue 
is the Liberace Tivoli Gardens restaurant. 

Ironically, Lee's estate was divvied up 
once before, nearly 24 years ago. On No­
vember 22, 1963, the day John F. Kennedy 
was shot, Lee nearly died, too. That day, he 
had noticed a few of his things seemed 
slightly soiled around the collars and cuffs. 
When he found out the hotel valet would 

not be able to get the work done in time for 
the show that evening, he went out and 
bought a gallon of dry-cleaning fluid. 

"I suppose I should have had the win­
dow open in the room but it was awfully 
cold in Pittsburg that day" he wrote in his 
autobiography. "In fact, there was a raging 
blizzard." 

That night Lee became seriously ill on 
stage and was rushed to the hospital. It was 
uremic poisoning caused by breathing car­
bon tetrachloride. The doctor told Lee to 
"put his house in order," and a priest 
administered the Last Rites. 

So Lee arranged to spread about 
$750,000 among friends and relatives. He 
opened charge accounts for them at 
Cartier's, Tiffany's, and Saks Fifth Avenue. 
He bought his sister a house, his mother a 
mink and jewelry, and his 28-member staff 
a boat. The ladies on the staff got diamonds 
and furs, the men cars, motorcycles, and 
gold watches. 

Then he recovered, happily. 
I had a local television talk show for 16 

Photos: Las Vegas News Bureau, Forrest Duke Collection (top center) 

years, and during that period Lee was a 
guest quite a few times. Each time he was on 
I would get him to repea t a true story he had 
told the first time he was my guest. Ten 
years before he made history with his salary 
at the Riviera, Lee was booked for his Las 
Vegas debut by Maxine Lewis, entertain­
ment director at the Last Frontier. He was 
nervous about his first night, so he was on 
the stage that afternoon fussing with the 
piano, candelabra, and lights. Something 
was wrong with one of the lights, so he 
asked a casually-dressed man backstage if 
he would help. The man said he didn't 
mind . He got a ladder and was aiming a 
light at the piano when Miss Lewis came in. 
She said to Lee, "I didn' t know you knew 
Howard Hughes." 

Another time I asked Lee why he head­
quartered in Las Vegas, and he said, 
"There's no other place in the world- and 
that includes Hollywood-where on any 
given night I can go out and visit friends 
who may be working here or who are here 
to see the shows. They always come back-
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An Experience for the whole family 

MUSEUM 
Wilbur D. May the late department store magnate, pilot, artist and 

adventurer made forty trips around the world. 
His collections of big game, artifacts a",~ relics are creatively displayed 

throughout this world c\~~s museum. 
ARBORETUM 

Adjoining tht t~scinating museum is a display of northern Nevada vegeta­
tion featuring everything from an Alpine area to a birdsong garden. 

GREAT BASIN ADVENTURE 
The kids will love this unique park which traces Nevada and Great Basin 

history from prehistoric time to the present. Whether they are playing on the 
giant slide, the replicas of dinosaurs or petting the burros and other small 

animals , it will be a visit they will never forget. 

Call: 

(702) 785-5961 
Wilbur D. May Attractions 
Rancho San Rafael Park 
1502 WashIngton Street 
Reno, NV 89503 Or check reader service card for free brochures 

NON-SMOKERS 

TRUCKEE 
~~ 

~~GHOVSE.~ 
"LOVC. • 

T he Only 100% S moke Free Apartment/ Hotel in the W est! 

• Furnished Studios • Satellite TV 
• 211 Kitchenettes • Senior Citizen Special 
• 5000 Sq. Ft. Social H all, Aerobics • Ideal for Business People & Professionals 

Classes. and Meeting Rooms • Cafe (Aug '87) 

On the River four blocks from the heart of Reno 
Reservations I -800-FOR RENO 

501 West 1st S tree t . (702) 786-8888 
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stage, or I invite them to my home." 
Not long ago Lee told me "Las Vegas is 

where I park my candelabra." 
In his 1973 autobiography Lee said, 

"I've had people ask me 'Why should I go to 
Vegas? I don't gamble .... And what's 
wrong with just lying around in the sun 
during the day and seeing the shows at 
night? A lot of people who go to Vegas 
don't gamble. I'm one of them. No matter 
how often I go back, I'm always sure of a 
new audience." 

He wrote that his favorite Nevada en­
gagement was at John Ascuaga's Nugget in 
Sparks. "When they give you a standing 
ovation, it is spontaneous and sincere. If I 
ever had to hire an audience, I would hire 
them any night of the week." 

Abel Green, editor of Variety, gave Lee 
his first review in the show business bible. 
It was 1945, and the eager young pianist 
was still braving the New York supper-club 
scene. "Liberace looks like a cross between 
Cary Grant and Robert Aida," Green wrote. 
"He has attractive hands which he spot­
lights properly and withal rings the bell in 
a dramatically lighted, well-presented, 
showmanly routine." 

Liberace's final Las Vegas stage was cut 
from cream-colored marble. On it stood the 
Reverend John McVeigh. "Last week Liber­
ace had his final performance," he said. 
"There were no bright lights, and there 
were no critics; he was naked before God." 
Each word moved the audience closer to 
the priest's allegory of Liberace's life on 
Earth. 

At the Mass February 12 in Las Vegas' St. 
Anne's Catholic Church, more than 800 
fans and friends-many well-known­
were there giving loving affirmative 
thoughts, ignoring the put-downs from the 
supermarket gossip sheets. 

During the years that I knew Lee, I was 
invited to his home several times, always 
with small parties of people. The gay sub­
ject rarely came up. Those were the days 
when gays stayed in the closet. Those of us 
who knew him didn't even think about it; 
we loved him simply because he was a 
warm, friendly, fun human being. If the 
subject ever did come up, Lee would wink, 
smile, and say, "Just call me mysterious." 
We hoped his wish for privacy would en­
dure in the end. He almost made it until the 
AIDS exposure came as an official after­
thought. 

In his book, The Things I Love, Liberace's 
first words are: "I would like to be remem­
bered as a kind and gentle soul, and as 
someone who made the world a little better 
place to live in because I had lived in it." 
Among countless fans, music students, and 
Apple Fritter cooks everywhere, he'll 
surely be remembered that way. CJ 

Forrest Duke moved to Las Vegas to write for the 
Sun in 1954 and later covered the en tertain­
ment scene for Variety and the Review-Jour­
nal, where he wrote his popular column, "The 
Duke of Las Vegas," until his retirement last 
year 





GALLERY 

The setting sun casts Cathe­
dral Gorge in an ethereal glow 
Erik Lauritzen of Pioche waited 
for this shot, knowing that he 
might capture such an image 
because light refracts differently 
through a cloud. 

The state park is the result of 
the workings of uplift and ero­
sion from an ancient sea that 
once covered Nevada. When 
confronted with the delicate 
beauty of these formations, it 
seems to take you to another 
world. 

Lauritzen, an artist in resi­
dence for the Lincoln County 
School District, moved from 
Sou thern California to Pioche a 
year and a half ago because the 
tiny Nevada community, like 
nearby Cathedral Gorge, repre­
sented "a trip into time." 
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Tonopah's letter was likely built in 1917 to honor the town's championship girls' basketball team. 

If It's IT' 
It Must Be Tonopah 

Whitewash uncovered! 
Here's the real story behind those giant letters. 

00 
ou know you're getting close 

Y to town when you see it loom­
ing on the mountainside. A 
hundred feet tall, gleaming in a 

fresh coat of whitewash, it says, "We' re 
proud of who and where we are-and we 
want everyone to know it." And you do 
know it, as you pull into a mining town 
settled in a steep-walled canyon, or drive 
through Nevada's high desert valleys. 
Around Tonopah, the "T" seems to follow 
you wherever you go. The Virginia City 
"V" can be seen from the Carson River, 
and Lincoln County's "L" above Panaca 
dominates the Meadow Valley. 

There are more than 30 of those giant 
hillside letters in Nevada, and they seem 
almost a part of the native landscape. They 
have been there as long as most people can 
remember, but it's difficult to find out ex­
actly when and why they were built. Some 
folks will venture a guess, but for the most 
part the local "monogram of the gods" is 
taken for granted, even in towns where it is 

Photo: Nevada Magazine Collection 

By Andrea Graham 

regularly spruced up with a new coa t of 
whitewash. 

The very first hillside letter in the coun­
try was a big cement "C' fashioned on a hill 

Nevada students joined 

the rivalry 

by building what was then 

the largest letter, 

an honor it retained 

until 1925. 

near the University of California at 
Berkeley in 1905 by a group of college stu­
dents. Their precise motivation is un­
known, but it was probably the need to 

proclaim an identity- the same in tinct 
that produces graffiti , shirt monograms, 
and per ona lized license plates. 

Some answers to the puzzle have come 
from Dr. James Parsons, a professor of ge­
ography at Berkeley. He has researched 
hillside letters all over the West after be­
coming intrigued by them on his many 
travels. He says, "As a geographer I've 
always been interested in lines on the land, 
especially straight, man-made lines tha t 
remain as records of human activity." 

The letters are almost a completely west­
ern phenomenon, according to Parsons. 
They are found in every state west of the 
Rockies-and almost nowhere else. "Ne­
vada takes the cake" he says, with more 
letters than any other state. 

evada's first letter was the University 
of Nevada's " ," installed in 1913 on Pea v­
ine Mountain in Reno. The 1914 edition of 
Artemisia , the U1\1R yearbook, describes the 
inspiration for the "N": "It did not seem 
right that Nevada spirit should show itself 
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Scout Robert Darney paints the Reno 'N. 

less plainly than either California to the 
WestofusorUtah to the East, where college 
letters had already been constructed." Col­
lege letters had become symbols of school 
pride and spirit, and Nevada joined the 
good-natured rivalry by building what was 
then the largest letter, an honor it retained 
until 1925. Surveyed and laid out by two 
students, it measured 150 feet high and 140 
feet across, had legs 20 feet wide, and cov­
ered 13,000 square feet. 

The Artemisia described the expedition of 
male students on the morning of April 13, 
1913, up the mountain, where they moved 
rocks to the letter which had been laid out 
with string. "The fellows were enthusiastic 
over the work and thousands of rocks of all 
sizes were brought from within easy carry­
ing distance. At the close of their work that 
day the letter had taken shape and could 
plainly be seen from the campus, over a 
mile distant." A few weeks later "the fel­
lows were again seen headed for Peavine, 
this time armed with whitewash sprinklers 
and all necessary material." A human chain 
was formed from the foot of the slope to 
pass buckets of water and lime, and the 
whitewashing was completed just as dark­
ness fell. The "huge 'N, white as snow, 
glistening against the dark background of 
the mountains" that greeted local residents 
the next morning is still a Reno landmark, 
and is whitewashed annually by the stu­
dents during homecoming. 

After giant letters became the fashion on 
college campuses, they were picked up by 
high schools. The first Nevada high school 
letter was the Elko "E," built, as far as can be 
determined, in 1916. According to Howard 
Hickson of the Northeastern Nevada Mu­
seum, the "E" was constructed in honor of 
a high school teacher named Raymond 
Thomas, who died in October 1916 during 
a surprise snowstorm while on a hiking trip 
in the Ruby Mountains. 

The next Nevada letter seems to have 
been the Tonopah "T," built in 1917 to 
honor Tonopah High School's state cham-
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The 'N' above UNR is the state's oldest hillside 
letter It was built in 1913. 

pion girls' basketball team. The following 
year, on April 28, there was a newspaper 
account entitled "Initial Clothed in Rai­
ment of White" that described upperclass­
men gathering up the freshmen and mak­
ing them climb the hill to paint the big "T " 
The "monster initial" was described as 
"looking rather shabby after exposure to 
the wintry elements and vandal hands," 
but the students soon had it "as pure and 
white as the driven snow." 

Another early high school letter was the 
Carson City "c." There were no newspaper 
accounts of the letter's original construc­
tion, but in the spring of 1925 the high 
school news column in the Nevada Appeal 

By tradition, Moapa 

holds an 'M' Day 

every spring. 

Back when the letter 

was built in about 1930, 

the whole school 

would hike up the butte 

to whitewash the 'M.' 

made several calls for a showing of school 
pride, describing the "C" as "in sad need of 
a coat of whitewash" and "beginning to 
fade." The enthusiastic writer went on, 
"The letter is representative and may be 
taken as an accurate index of the devotion 
and spirit placed in the school by the 
students, and this joint effort to make a su­
perior demonstration of spirit should be 
considered individually not as a duty, but 
as a requisite." The writer concluded with 
the inducement of a lunch to be served by 
the girls and the challenge that if a fellow 
didn't participate "then he is not the kind 
that we want in school." 

The Sparks "5" and the Battle Mountain 
"BM" in 1925, the Virginia City "V" in 1926, 
and the Lincoln County "L" at Panaca in 
1927 were built during the fad's boom 
years. All received front-page treatment in 

Elko's 'E' is one of three in the state. 

their respective local newspapers, empha­
sizing the school spirit and pride of the 
students doing the work and the distinction 
the initial lent to the town. In most cases, the 
boys did the work of hauling rocks and 
whitewashing while the girls prepared 
lunch and sometimes brought it up to the 
workers. The newspaper coverage of the 
Sparks initial, however, emphasized that 
"the girls showed just as splendid a spirit" 
as the boys and "assisted in the work of 
carrying the whitewash up the hill side, and 
some of them wielded the huge boulders 
that were used in constructing the big let­
ter." 

The Lincoln County example illustrates 
the frequent association of a letter with an 
organization of student athletes, particu­
larly letter winners. In Lincoln County both 
the athletic club and the letter itself were 
called the Block L. The Lincoln County 
Record of May 2,1929, reported the plans for 
Block L Day, including the whitewashing 
of the "L" by the freshmen, a dance, the 
presentation of athletic letter awards, and 
the illumination of the "L" by bonfires in 
the evening. 

Older residents of Carson City recall 
Block C Day, when student athletes super­
vised the annual whitewashing by fresh­
men and sophomores and the entire school 
had a picnic on the mountain. Winnemucca 
likewise had a Block W organization, and 
Fernley a Block F. Virgin Valley High 
School in Mesquite holds a "V" Day about 
April 1 every year, following a tradition 
established when the letter was built on 
that date in 1929. The senior class white­
washes the "V" annually and performs a 
more substantial fix-up of the rocks every 
few years. 

Moapa High School in Overton has a 
long-standing tradition of holding a festive 
"M" Day every spring. When the letter was 
first built in about 1930, the whole school 
would hike up the butte to whitewash the 
"M," although now just the senior class 
participates. They then have lunch, spon-

Photos (from left): Nevada Historical Society, Jim Reinheller, Jeff Mullins 



sored by the student council, and an eve­
ning program to celebrate. The festivities 
include humorous skits, performances by 
the school's musical groups, and the 
crowning of an "M" Queen. The program 
also includes the singing of school songs 
outdoors next to the lighted "M." 

Elsewhere in the state, hillside letters 
continued to be built throughout the 1940s 
and 1950s. The 1941 yearbook of White Pine 
High School in Ely describes the students 
"putting forth their best effort" in building 
a big "WP" west of town, but apparently 
they had a spell of bad weather and 
couldn't finish. They did' complete it the 
next year. Some residents say that there was 
another "WP" built about 1932 on another 
hill, but it can't be confirmed and no evi­
dence of the letter remains. Locals recall 
that the "WP" used to be lit by bonfires at 
homecoming, and the letters are still re­
whitewashed every few years. 

Ronny Gandolfo, the postmaster of 
Austin, recalls helping to build the town's 
big "A" in the early 1950s when he was in 
high school. He says that the town had 
never had a letter and the students just 
decided they wanted one. Another late let­
ter is the Beatty "B," constructed in 1971. It 
has cement to hold the rocks in place and 
is painted rather than whitewashed so it 
requires less frequent maintenance. 

I iIi I h, town 0' G,bb, ,,,,iv'" it, 
current name in 1943, but the 
previous name of Toiyabe re­
mained with the high school and 

a "T" was built on the hill east of town in 
1954. When the school was changed to 
Gabbs High in 1956, a "G" was erected, and 
it continues to be maintained by students. 
The "T" is still visible, though. 

Some Nevada letters don' t follow the 
usual method of constructing a hillside ini­
tial, which is to pile rocks in the shape of the 
desired letter and then use brooms, mops, 
or rags to coat them with whitewash, lime, 
or bluing for maximum visibility. The ."C" 
at Carlin is made of railroad ties, which is 
fitting in a railroad town whose high school 
team is called the Railroaders. 

Another variant is to paint the initial 
rather than whitewashing it, which makes 
for easier upkeep. The "SV" in Smith Valley 
was refurbished in June, and the paint was 
applied with a sprayer powered by a port­
able generator. An article in the Mason Val­
ley News made much of this break with 
tradition but stressed that the monogram's 
appearance was what counted in the end: 
"Things change, but how the Block SV 
looks is a sign of our valley's pride." 

Keeping up the school letters has become 
a problem for some towns in recent years 
because of insurance regulations. Carson 
City, Winnemucca, and Lovelock schools 
all have had to stop whitewashing their let­
ters for this reason. In Lovelock the Lions 
Club has taken on the maintenance of the 
"L," freshening it up every two years. Last 
time it took all day and required hauling 
400 gallons of water up a steep mountain 

Illustration: John Bardwell 

All Those 
Hillside Letters 
Giant letters to be seen around the state: 

Alamo (Pahranagat Valley) 
Austin 
Battle Mountain 
Beatty 
Boulder City 
Carlin 
Carson City 
Dayton 
Elko 
Ely (White Pine) 
Eureka 
Fallon 
Fernley 
Fernley High School 
Gabbs (formerly Toiyabe) 
Hazen 
Henderson (Basic High) 
Indian Springs 
Las Vegas (Eldorado High) 
Lovelock 
Mesquite (Virgin Valley) 
Minden (Douglas County) 

P 
A 
BM 
B 
BC 
C 
C 
D 
E 
WP 
E 
F 
F 
FHS 
G&T 
H 
B 
IS 
E 
L 
V 
D 

Owyhee 
Overton (Moapa Valley) 
Panaca (Lincoln County) 
Reno (University of Nevada) 
Round Mountain 
Smith Valley 
Sparks 
Tonopah 
Virginia City 
Wells 
Winnemucca 
Yerington 

Old and fading: 

Reno (Reno High) 
Wadsworth 

o 
M 
L 
N 
RM 
SV 
S 
T 
V 
W 
W 
Y 

R 
W 
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Give Me An IE' 
The Las Vegas letter: protests and spirit. 

rn t wasn't the sagebrush, sand, 
or slope of Sunrise Mountain 
that confounded Eldorado 
High School students' plan to 

paint an "E" on the mountain's west slope 
in the late 1970s. It was concern that the 
letter would scar the Las Vegas Valley 
environment. 

Eldorado's student council came up 
with the letter idea in the spring of 1975. 
The students assumed that the site, about 
two miles from the school, was Bureau of 
Land Management property so they 
asked the BLM for permission to white­
wash an "E" there. They were told to 
prepare an environmental-impact state­
ment and solicit public opinion. 

The students met with opposition 
immediately Environmentally con­
cerned residents complained to the 
school, the BLM, and the newspapers. The 
"E" was even denounced in a Las Vegas 
Review-Journal editorial, which stated, "If 
Eldorado High School is permitted to 
place an 'E' on the mountain, what is to 
keep all the other high schools from 
making the same request? Then Sunrise 
Mountain would become a bowl of 
alphabet soup." 

A bit surprised by the opposition, the 
class of '75 turned its attention to gradu­
ation, and the "E" was forgotten . Until 
November 1, 1976. 

"The kids went up on Halloween 
night," recalls ils Bayles, who was 
Eldorado's principal at the time. "They 
just spray-painted the 'E' on the rocks, 
and itdidn'tsitwell with the people in the 
neighborhood ." 

Minuit Bowen, who lived about three 
blocks from the mountain until 1979, was 
one of the upset residents. Bowen says, 
"There is a right way and a wrong way to 
do something, and they did the wrong 
thing for the wrong reason. The hill be­
longs to all of us. We can't all have our 
name or number on the hill-so let's just 
leave it." 

The "E" also raised the ire of King KOllg 
star Fay Wray who played Ann Darrow 

The Las Vegas 'E' aroused great controversy. 
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the woman captured by the ape in the 
1933 movie. Wray and her husband Dr. 
Sanford Rothenberg-not the BLM­
owned the land. 

Bowen and other residents organized 
a cleanup. 'The 'E' was just painted on the 
ground, and we covered it up with dirt," 
Bowen says. "It is still a sore spot with me. 
I was upset with how the kids behaved 

King Kong star Fay Wray 

and her husband 

owned the land-not BLM. 

and how it was handled . 0 one was even 
reprimanded ." 

Bayles, now school superintendent in 
Kanab, Utah, says he never had proof of 
who did it. "The kids were willing to 
cooperate in fixing it," he says. "It was not 
done as vandalism, but in school spirit." 

The "E" was gone, but not for long. In 
April 1978, Eldorado students painted a 
second illegal "E" on the mountain. This 
time they had permission from the prop­
erty owner but not from Clark County. 

"We had to apply to the county 
commission because it was seen as a 
sign, and we had to get a sign permit to 
put it up," Bayles says. "We made an 
application for a permit, hired a lawyer, 
and presented our case. 

"The man who had property right be­
low objected. The upshot of it was he com­
plained it was a safety hazard. He said 
people would be driving down the street, 
be distracted, and run into something. 
Our point was that it would be white­
washed, and easily removable, and if at 
any point it became a problem, we would 
remove it." 

The commissioners gave their permis­
sion, and about 200 Eldorado students 
climbed the hill with buckets, mops, and 
whitewash and painted a 55-by-100-foot 
"E" on Sunrise Mountain. 

Periodically the letter takes on different 
configurations-in recent years it has 
been turned into a "V" and a "C"-and 
the students trudge up the well-worn 
path to reaffirm their school pride. The 
"E" is proudly whitewashed twice a year 
and illuminated at homecoming. 

Jean Perry's children graduated from 
Eldorado, and she says she is glad there is 
an "E" on the mountain. "I'm originally 
from Ohio, and the only place I'd seen 
anything like it was in Tuscon, where they 
had an 'A,'" she says. "I think it looks 
pretty neat."-Maria Federici 

face. Last summer the Carson City High 
School classes of 1937 and 1957 repainted 
the "c." The Winnemucca "W" is painted 
occasionally by local service organizations, 
and its last touch-up was a coat of green, 
provided by persons unknown who 
painted more than the town in the dark of 
night on St. Patrick's Day 1986. 

Although some of the big letters around 
the state have been neglected, most are still 
maintained. The Pahranagat Valley High 
School "P" at Alamo was whitewashed last 
spring after a hiatus of several years had 
left it looking pale. And the "0" at Dayton, 
where there had been no school for years 
until a new one opened in 1982, and which 
had faded almost to nothingness, was reju­
venated with new rocks and paint last year 
by high school student demonstrating that 
school spirit is not dead in the 1980s. The 
new Fernley High School, built in 1981, 
sports a big "FHS" on a hill behind the 
football field. It replaces an "F" west of 
town that represented the old school and is 
now slowly fading, even as the Block F 
organization keeps the new letters glow­
ing. 

Boulder City has had a "B" on a hill south 
of town known as B Hill since the 1940s, but 
recent real-estate development obliterated 
it. For a few years the high school students 
persuaded the city council to paint a large 
"BC" on a water tank, but that just wasn't 
the same, so in 1987 they built a new "BC" 
of whitewashed rocks across town. Local 
residents remember when the old letter 
used to be lit at halftime by firepots outlin­
ing it. Stories are also told of students from 
Basic High in Henderson sneaking over 
and snuffing out strategic lights to change 
the "B" to an "H." 

On the other side of the mountains 
Henderson's Basic High School has its "B." 
The current letter was built when the new 
Basic High opened in 1972, to replace one 
near the original school that dated from 
1953. Another recent initial is an "E" for Las 
Vegas' Eldorado High School. Las Vegas 
schools never had letters because they were 
too far from a suitable mountainside, but 
Eldorado is near Sunrise Mountain and a 
letter seemed appropriate when the school 
was built 12 years ago (see story at left). 

For every letter that disappears back into 
the mountain that gave it birth, like the 
fading "0" on the edge of the Sierra above 
Douglas County High in Minden, or the 
almost invisible "RM" at Round Mountain, 
which no longer has a high school, there are 
a dozen that thrive on regular attention. 

Many of the hillside letters are distinct 
enough that they are indicated on aeronau­
tical charts to serve as landmarks for pilots. 
The letters shine with fresh whitewash, 
speak wordlessly of hard-working and 
high-spirited students, and personalize the 
towns of Nevada, this most western of the 
western states. Q 

Andrea Graham, a folklorist and freelance 
writer lives in Virginia City and can see the 
"V"from her living-room window. 

Photo: Ed Ops~os 
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IIlustralion: Dan McNamara 

NEVADA 
THE NOVEL 

Las Vegas in the '30s enters a new era in this 
excerpt from Clint McCullough's best-seller 

Clint McCullough's first novel, Nevada, has been a success as a hard­
back and a paperback and may have a future as a TV series. The book's 
rise to fame is not unlike the story of its main character, Meade Slaugh­
ter, who as a young carnival barker in the 1930s finds opportunity with 
his uncle, Charlie Brent, in Reno and then in Las Vegas. As he rises to 
prominence as a tough but honest casino boss, he rubs elbows with real 
characters like John Cahlan and Jim Cashman and fictional types like 
Frank "Smitty" Smith and Senator Bob Terhune, who are based on real 
people. 

The following excerpt picks up after Meade avenges the killing of his 
fiancee, Sandra Farley. Two years before, rival casino owner Carlo 
Giuliano had ordered three thugs to attack Meade as he left his casino, 
the Plush Wheel. The fight left Meade paralyzed and Sandra dead. After 
a long, sLow, painful recovery in San Francisco, Meade returned 
secretly to Reno and surprised Giuliano and one of the attackers in a 
downtown alley. That act put him on the road to a tiny town he'd had 
his eye on for some time: Las Vegas. 

[Ml 
eade lay low at the ranch 

M 
while Smitty kept up his nor­
mal routine, dropping into 
town every few days. They 
had slipped out of Reno 

quickly everything going according to 
plan. 

Meade had leaped over Giuliano's body 
and hopped into the Ford sedan as Smitty 
braked alongside the LaSalle. As the Ford 
crossed the tracks, Meade tore off his coat 
and hat, throwing them in the backseat 
along with the shotgun. He stuffed the 
gloves in his pocket. 

Parking on 5th Street, they walked to 
orth Arlington and got into the pickup. 

Smitty lit a cigarette as the lights of Reno 
faded behind them. "You got 'em both," he 
said matter-of-factly." ow you can stop 
lookin' back." 

Meade didn't take offense. Smitty was 
right. He should look forward now. He laid 
his head back and closed his eyes. 

The Ford sedan was found that night. 
Like the guns, it was untraceable. "Town's 
in an uproar," Smitty said when he arrived 
back at the ranch the day after the killing. 
"Tony Giuliano has turned the bulls loose 
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on the street. They're comin' down on eve­
rybody they think might know somethin' 
Tony's put up a $10,000 reward for who­
ever finds his old man's killer." 

"I heard," Meade said, pointing at the 
radio. 

"They've brought in the FBI. The police 
think the hit was professional, imported 
talent." 

Meade raised an eyebrow. "That 1 didn't 
hear." 

"Got it from the chief. Lou and me had 
coffee just before I left." 

The investigation came to a dead end. 
After two weeks, Meade and Smitty figured 
it was safe to leave. 

They drove to Sacramento where they 
caught a train headed south. Two days 
later, they arrived in Las Vegas. 

[ill ure we ain' tin hell?" Smitty said, 
standing in the shade of the 
Apache Hotel and squinting at 
the heat waves rising from the 

pavement. 
Meade shrugged. "Feels good after the 

fog in San Francisco." He was dressed once 
more as he had been at the Plush Wheel­
dark western suit, white shirt and black 
string tie, black boots. The coat was tossed 
over his shoulder. 

Las Vegas had changed little since their 
visit three years ago. If anything, business 
had slowed. With the completion of Boul­
der Dam, thousands of workers had left the 
area. 

'Los Angeles is growin' like a weed,' Smitty said. 

'Someday, it'll be twice as big as the 

San Francisco Bay Area. When the L.A. 

people want to gamble, they'll come to Vegas. It's 

a hell of a lot closer than Reno.' 

Last night, Meade and Smitty had made 
the rounds, renewing acquaintances and 
meeting new arrivals to the gambling 
community. There were surprised looks 
over Meade's recovery but no direct ques­
tions. Meade's injury had been well publi­
cized in the state. 

Meade started down the street, a big 
broad-shouldered man with a massive 
chest and heavily muscled arms. From 
under the thick wavy black hair that fell 
Ion his forehead and partially covered the 
jagged scar, pale blue eyes mirrored the 
pain of experiences unsuited to his years. 
There was a hardness to his face, but it was 
softened by a hint of humor on his lips. A 
good face, reflecting a balance of strength 
and compassion. 

They stopped in front of a shuttered 
single-story building, standing between an 

office equipment company and a barber 
shop. Smitty unlocked the door. 

Eyes adjusting to the darkness, Meade 
scanned the cloth-covered tables and the 
bar in a far corner. Walking slowly around 
the room, he looked under sheets, pulled on 
slot machines handles and ran his fingers 
through the dust on the bar. He looked at 
Smitty, who stood in the doorway. "Better 
than I expected," Meade said. 

Smitty flicked his cigarette into the 
street. "Needs fixin' up. A good operator 
can make it pay. Nothin' wrong with the 
location or layout. The guy was workin' on 
too short a bankroll." 

Meade took a last look around. "Let's see 
the lot," he said. Smitty handed him the 
key. Meade locked the door and followed 
Smitty to a corner lot two blocks away. 

Meade walked to the center of the lot, 
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boots kicking up puffs of dust. Hands on 
hips, he looked up and down Fremont. 
People were drifting in and out of the stores 
and clubs. ot many women. Las Vegas 
was a man's town in the summer, many of 
the women going to the California beaches 
to get away from the heat. 

Meade walked to the sidewalk and 
stamped the dust from his boots. "Maybe I 
should have stayed in bed and let you do 
the work," he said to Smitty. "You did 
pretty good without me." 

In February Smitty had purchased the 
lot for Meade. The club had been picked up 
by paying the past-due rent, satisfying 
creditors and giving the former owner 
$1,000 in cash. All negotiations had been 
done through a lawyer; Smitty and Meade 
hadn't been involved. 

At the lawyer's office, Meade signed the 
papers that put the lot in his name. The 
club's lease and equipment also. Back out­
side, Meade looked down at Smitty. 
"Thanks. lowe you." 

"Hell," Smitty said, "I'm just goin' along 
for the ride. Might be interestin' Come on, 
want to show you somethin' " 

Smitty drove south on the Los Angeles 
highway, still unpaved and a mess of pot­
holes. Dust and sand swirled across the 
road and obscured their vision. There was 
little to see-rocks, creosote bushes, dried 
weeds. Three miles from the city limit , 
they passed the Ambassador Club, once the 
Pair-O-Dice. As usual, it was closed for the 
summer. 

Smitty slowed and pulled off to the right. 
"Got 75 acres here," he said, pointing. "Got 
it dirt cheap." 

Meade peered through the blowing du t. 
"Dirt seems to be the right word." 

Smitty shot him a pained look. ''If you're 
smart, you' ll buy the hundred acres next to 
mine-won't make a dent in your bank­
roll." 

A long freight train rolled by a half-mile 
to the west, trailing smoke. Meade shifted 
his gaze to the bare stretch of land. A car 
passed, headed toward California, a tum­
bleweed stuck under the front bumper. 

Meade considered Smitty's words. He 
didn't know what the little man was worth, 
but it must be considerable. Hi advice 
shouldn' t be taken lightly. 

Wrapping his arms around the teering 
wheel, Smitty stared down the lonely high­
way. "Los Angeles is growin' like a weed," 
he said . "Someday, it'll be twice as big as the 
San Francisco Bay Area, maybe bigger. 
When the L.A. people want to gamble, 
they'll come to Vegas. It's a hell of a lot 
closer than Reno. 

"When the war comes-I don' t give a 
damn what Roosevelt says, it'll come-this 
country will come out of the Depression 
like a scalded cat. Someday, there' ll be 
forty fifty thousand people livin' here." 
Smitty nodded at Meade's incredulous 
look. "Don't laugh; it'll happen." He waved 
at his land. "I bought this' cause people will 
come through here before they get to Vegas. 
A club out here will catch a lot of business 

'Got a guy named Bill Harrah. He opened a bingo parlor 

on Center Street last year-went bust after two 

months. Came back this July' 

that will otherwise end up downtown." judgment. Right now, it didn't look like 
much of a buy. Meade threw up his hands. "You've old 

me. Let's go buy some real estate." 
As they headed back into town, Meade 

twisted around for a last look. A mall dust­
devil was dancing its way across the barren 
landscape. He would have to tru t Smitty's 

IT] 
he La Vegas Plu h Wheel 

T opened on ovember 8th. "Just 
like old times," Charlie said, 
puffing on a big cigar and watch-
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ing the crowd. 
"You look pretty good in that suit," 

Meade said. "Glad to be back?" 
"Didn't know I missed it so much." 
Smitty weaved his way across the room, 

followed by Jim Cashman. "Real nice, 
Meade," Cashman said. "Keep this up and 
you'll have to buy a new car to fit the 
image." 

The El Rancho was a sprawling complex. 

From the main lobby and casino, 63 bungalows 

branched off to the back and sides. 

"Well, I'll know who to go to for one, 
won't I?" Meade grinned. 

"How's Reno?" Charlie asked Smitty. 
Meade knew Charlie missed the town. 

"Movin' along," Smitty said. "They 
come and they go. Got a guy named Bill 
Harrah who ain't doin' bad. He opened a 
bingo parlor on Center Street last year-

went bust after two months. Came back this 
July and started up on Commercial Row. 
Bought the Tango Club on Virginia last 
week. Looks like he'll do okay. He's a long 
drink of water, thin as a rail." He looked at 
Charlie .. "Thought you might know him." 

"Me? How come?" 

with a 
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"He used to run a bingo game for his dad 
in Venice, near L.A. Thought you might 
have bumped into him in your travels." 

"Nope." 
Smitty glanced at Cashman. "He was 

smart to come to the big city instead of this 
little 01' town." 

"Ha!" snorted Cashman. "We've got 
8,000 people here. You may have us beat in 
size but not in ambition. Give us time, we'll 
choke you in our dust!" 

Smitty peered at Cashman, faded blue 
eyes twinkling. "One thing you'll never be, 
and that's spelled s-o-p-h-i-s-t-i-c-a-t-e-d." 

"Surprised he knows how to spell it," 
muttered Cashman, determined to get in 
the last word. 

IT] 
n October 1940, Meade started 

I construction on the corner lot 
down the street. Tom Bailey was 
the prime contractor. 

Fremont Street was becoming a beehive 
of activity and the gambling clubs might 
have stretched on there forever if the pow­
ers of booze and friendly persuasion hadn't 
been used on Thomas E. Hull by two zeal­
ous town boosters. 

When Jim Cashman and Robert B. Grif­
fith, Secretary of the Las Vegas Chamber of 
Commerce, heard that Tom Hull, a hotel 
man out of Palm Springs, was in an inebri­
ated state in Bakersfield, California, they 
rushed over to that little farming commu­
nity and whisked Hull across the border 
and into the Apache Hotel. 

Sometime during that long night, Grif­
fith went home, but Cashman continued to 
match Hull drink for drink, determined to 
at last persuade the hotel man to build in 
Las Vegas, something Hull had been con­
sidering for two years. Lightning flashed 
over Mt. Charleston in the distance as the 
two men sat in easy chairs on the Fremont 
Street sidewalk, talking, arguing, regularly 
refilling their glasses from the bottle resting 
between them on the pavement. At 4 a.m., 
they rose unsteadily to their feet and shook 
hands. Hull had agreed to build a hotel on 
Highway 91 just south of the city limits. He 
would pattern it after his El Rancho hotels 
in Fresno and Sacramento; it would be 
called the El Rancho Vegas. 

He purchased 35 partially wooded acres 
for $5,000 and arranged a loan through the 
First National Bank of Las Vegas. His motor 
hotel and casino would be elaborate and 
expensive; $300,000 was a lot of money in 
1940. 

On February 21, 1941,Meadeopened the 
new Plush Wheel on Fremont Street. Bob 
Terhune officially launched the club by 



spinning the huge roulette wheel that stood 
near the entrance; it had been designed as 
an exact replica of the early Reno Plush 
Wheel sign. 

Slot machines ringed the room with table 
games in the center. A long bar ran along 
the back wall,\dark mahogany with stools 
covered in rich brown leather. 

Upstairs, a bingo parlor-seating 100-
took up three-quarters of the space, offices 
the rest. 

Less than two months later, on April3rd, 
the EI Rancho Vegas opened to a huge 
splash of publicity. 

A special preview opening was held on 
April 1st, with 590 invited guests attending, 
many from towns along Highway 91-
from Barstow California, to St. George, 
Utah. Hull arrived in western clothing at 
the height of the party to welcome the 
crowd, and the evening wound up with a 
community sing. 

The El Rancho was a sprawling complex 
with stone and stucco exteriors and cedar 
shake roofs. From the main lobby and ca­
sino, 63 bungalows branched off to the back 
and sides. A windmill rose above the ad­
ministration building; when everything 
was completed in six weeks to two months, 
the windmill would have whirling neon­
lighted blades. 

Seven acres of trees and shrubs were still 
in the process of being planted, and a large 
swimming pool sparkled in the sun. Luck­
ily, the El Rancho sat atop a huge under­
ground artesian lake; it consumed 10 mil­
lion gallons of water a month. 

"Come as you are," was Hull's advertis­
ing theme, and the people came, dropping 
cash on the EI Rancho's tables that would 
have otherwise ended up downtown. 

ill] 
ugsy's at the Apache," Milton 

B said. "Marty saw him go in about 
an hour ago." 

"Wonder if he' ll come here," 
said Charlie. 

"No way," said Milton. "I knew Siegel 
back east. He's a tough son of a bitch-I'll 
give him that- but when he moves, he 
wants the odds in his favor. When he looks 
at us, the numbers don't come up right." 

"It's all this growth that's attracting bas­
tards like Siegel," said Meade. "They say 
Carson City's going to set up a commission 
to supervise gambling. As far as I'm con­
cerned, the sooner the better." 

The 1931 legislature had legalized gam­
bling in Nevada and established county 
fees based on the number of games 
operated in each club. The revenues were 
allocated to the state, counties and towns. 
Though legal, licensed and taxed, the gam­
bling industry was not regulated by en­
forcement at the state level. 

Charlie said to Milton, 'Tm curious. 
What's Siegel like?" 

Milton scratched his chin. "He's no 
dummy. A real snappy dresser. Good look­
ing, too. The way he laughs, you'd think 
he's the sweetest guy alive. Don't believe it. 
He's got a real short fuse-a temper that 

'Vegas is a nice little town,' Meade said 

to Siegel. 'I've made it my home. 

I'd hate to see it messed up.' 

goes off like a bomb." 
"He didn' t get where he is selling 

Bibles," commented Meade. 
"He ran with Lucky Luciano," said Mil­

ton. "Had connections with Dutch Schultz 
and Capone. He's been around." 

That Saturday night, Meade, along with 

Milton and Thompson, was making his 
habitual rounds of the clubs to check the 
action. As he entered the EI Rancho lounge, 
Milton nudged him toward the left. "Don't 
look now, boss," he said quietly, ''but 
Siegel'S here." 

After they had ordered drinks, Meade lit 
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a cigar and looked around. In a far corner 
sat a group of men. Meade recognized 
Sed way and a downtown club owner. Sed­
way was talking excitedly to a strikingly 
handsome man. Smiling and waving away 
Sedway's obvious objections, the man 
stood and walked toward Meade's table. 

Siegel was slim with dark hair and 
moved with the effortless grace of a natural 
athlete. He was wearing an expensively 
tailored pin-striped gabardine suit and alli­
gator shoes. 

Siegel looked down at Meade. "Mr. 

Slaughter," he said politely, "can we talk a 
few minutes?" He glanced at the two body­
guards. "Alone?" 

Meade nodded at Thompson and Mil­
ton. They picked up their drinks and 
moved to a table out of earshot. 

Sitting down, Siegel thrust a hand across 
the table. "My name's Benjamin Siegel, Mr. 
Slaughter. My friends call me Ben." 

Meade shook his hand. "Meade Slaugh­
ter," he said. 

Siegel lit a cigarette. "Nice little town 
you've got here. I like it. Might live here 

someday." His voice was soft, but there was 
a challenge in his eyes. 

A cocktail waitress approached the table. 
"Buy you a drink, Mr. Siegel?" Meade said. 

"Ben," Siegel corrected. He looked up at 
the girl. "Honey, bring my glass from the 
table over there." As she hurried off, he 
smiled at Meade. 'Tm still workin' on a full 
one, but I'll let you buy me a drink the next 
round." 

Meade picked up the thread of the earlier 
conversation. "Vegas is a nice little town," 
he said. "I've made it my home. I'd hate to 

THE MAN BEHIND THE BOOK 
A former missionary and preacher turns story-teller 

By Barbara Land 

[EJ 
verybody wants to know who 

E Meade Slaughter really was," 
says Clint McCullough. 

When the author of Nevada 
toured the West recently to herald the 
paperback publication of his big, glittery 
novel, interviewers in every city asked the 
same question: Is the tough, independent 
casino tycoon of his story based on a real 
person? Is Mead Slaughter- a carnival 
barker who becomes a successful casino 
owner- really "Pappy" Smith? Or Bill 
Harrah? An early-day Steve Wynn? 

"Obviously," McCullough says, "Meade 

Author and river-rU/l/Ier Clillt McCullough . 

Slaughter's carnival days were copied after 
Harold Smith's, but the character isn't 
Harold Smith, Sr., and he isn't Bill Harrah. 
I suppose he's a combination of several real 
characters in Nevada history- mixed with 
my own imagination. He certainly isn't 
Clint McCullough." 

In addition to Smith and Harrah, other 
real people move in and out of the story. 
When mobster Bugsy Siegel opens the Fla­
mingo in 1946, McCullough's fictional 
characters mingle with guests such as 
George Raft and Jimmy Durante. Names 
like Howard Hughes, Frank Sinatra, and 
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Mario Lanza are sprinkled through the 
story but the main character, Meade 
Slaughter, is the author's own creation. 

McCullough says he started thinking 
about the book at least 10 years ago. Before 
that, when he came here to gamble in the 
'50s and '60s, he spent enough time in Reno 
and Las Vegas to become fascinated by the 
gaming business and its background. 

"I read a lot of books about Nevada his­
tory," he says, "butmostofthemdealtwith 
mining and pioneers-the old days. I 
couldn' t find much about the '30s, the years 
when gaming was getting started in the 
state. Some of the stuff I read simply wasn't 
true. The authors hadn't taken the trouble 
to get their facts straight." 

Determined to make his own book his­
torically accurate, McCullough spent 
nearly four years on research. At the Uni­
versity of Nevada-Reno he found historian 
Mary Ellen Glass ready to introduce him to 
the library's oral history collection. As he 
sifted through newspaper files and studied 
microfilm records, the plot for his novel 
began to take shape. 

"I'm a storyteller first," says McCull­
ough, "but when I set my story in a real 
place at a particular time in history I make 
sure my facts are right." 

His attention to accuracy made an im­
pression on the Southern evada Histori­
cal Society. Soon after Nevada was pub­
lished in hardcover last year, McCullough 
was invited to speak at the society's annual 
banquet in Las Vegas. 

His attention to authenticity has paid off 
in other ways. A reviewer in Daily Varieh) 
commented that Nevada would make "one 
helluva TV miniseries." 

Indeed, Robert Evans, producer of The 
Godfather and Love Story, optioned dramatic 
rights to the book soon after its publication. 
There was talk about a full-scale continuing 
series based on McCullough's novel, with 
the hope that it might run as long as Gun­
smoke. 

"When I was in Hollywood during my 
summer tour this year, I met with the Evans 
people at Paramount. They've renewed the 
option, so I guess it' s still in the 
works,"McCullough says. 

The author, who grew up in California, 
was born Clifton Dale McCullough 55 years 
ago in Kansas City. He served as a mission­
ary among the avajo Indians and worked 
from time to time as a preacher. He also 
became an accomplished river-runner. 

These days he's living comfortably in 
Kentucky enjoying the success of Nevada 
and working on Derby, a story set in Blue 
Grass country. The new novel is already 

'The Slaughter family will 

open casinos in the 

Bahamas and Australia,' 

McCullough promises. 

under contract to St. Martin's Press. 
"I want to show Derby Week the way it 

was when it first started," says the author, 
who says the Derby has become a commer­
cial festival. "In the early days, it was a 
horse race." 

As soon as he finishes the Kentucky 
book, McCullough plans to start work on a 
sequel to Nevada, a story already taking 
shape in his mind. 

"The Slaughter family will open casinos 
in the Bahamas and Australia," he prom­
ises. 'TIl be doing some traveling to gather 
research." 

Stay tuned. 

Barbara Land of Reno is a freelance writer and a 
part-time contributor to the Reno Gazette­
Journal. 
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see it messed up." 
Siegel surprised Meade with his candor. 

"By someone like me?" he said, smiling 
widely. 

Meade couldn't help but laugh. ''Maybe, 
Mr. Siegel." 

"Ben," Siegel said. "Look, I'll call you 
Meade; you call me Ben. Okay?" 

"Can't do any harm." 
Siegel leaned forward on the table. "I 

won't deny it," he said earnestly. "There's 
been talk around town about you and me 
knockin' heads. I say bull! We're both 
businessmen. You've got your way of oper­
ating; I've got mine. We both want the same 
thing-to make dough. Right?" 

Without waiting for Meade's reply, 
Siegel continued: "This town's big enough 
for both of us. Know why? 'Cause it's goin' 
to get bigger!" Eyes widening with excite­
ment, Siegel rapped his knuckles on the 
table. "I've been around. I've got a nose for 
money, and this place makes my nose 
twitch like a rabbit's. The war's makin' this 
country boom. Lots of yokels movin' to L.A. 
to work ain't never goin' to go back home. 
The whole L.A. area's goin' to bust its 
seams. A lot of those people are goin' to 
come to Vegas to try their luck. Millions of 
suckers will be leavin' their dough here!" 
When Siegel said, "millions," his eyes grew 
big as saucers. All they lacked were dollar 
signs flashing on and off. . 

Finishing his drink, Meade Signaled for 
the waitress. After he ordered, he turned 
back to Siegel. "Vegas will grow," Meade 
said. "Nevada will grow. If I didn't believe 
that, I wouldn't be here. I'm not afraid of 
competition; the Constitution gives us the 
right to compete." Meade bounced ice 
around in his glass with a finger. "Matter of 
fact, I like competition. Adds spice to life. 
Gives you a chance to win and beat on your 
chest. Like a gorilla that beats its opponent 
and drags the female off into the jungle." 

Siegel chuckled. "You're talkin' my kind 
of language, Meade." A boyish grin bright­
ened his face. "Know somethin'? I like 
you!" 

Meade felt the power of that winning 
smile; he wondered how many had been so 
charmed just before they were shot full of 
holes. 

Meade chose his words carefully. "If I'm 
honest with myself, I have to admit I'm a 
selfish man; most of my thoughts are cen­
tered on my business, my future. 

"I'm not really interested in what the 
other guy does, as long as it doesn't affect 
me." Meade leaned back in his chair and 
looked directly into Siegel's eyes. "If you 
want to open a club nextto mine, that's your 
business. I believe in the survival of the 
fittest. Keep it clean, so will I. You do good, 
I'll benefit. That works both ways." 

Laughing loudly, Siegel exclaimed, 
"Meade, we're gonna get along fine!" 
People stared, especially the men at 
Sedway's table across the room. "Son of a 
bitch!" Siegel slapped the table with a loud 
crack of his open palm. "Let's join up. We 
can own this whole damn state!" 

Meade smiled and shook his head. 

'Thanks, but no thanks. I'm a loner. 

I like doing things my way' 

Meade smiled and shook his head. 
"Thanks, but no thanks. I'm a loner. I like 
doing things my way." 

Siegel said, eyes twinkling, "Yeah, I 
know." 

Meade looked at his watch. "I've got to 
get back to my club." 

Siegel rose and held out his hand. "Let's 

shake, Meade. Hell, we got better things to 
do than fight." 

They shook hands and went their sepa­
rate ways. CJ 

From Nevada by Clint McCullough. Copy­
right © 1986 by Clindale, Ltd. Published by 
arrangement with Lyle Stuart. 



NEVADA'S FAMOUS 

HISTORIC 
CALENDAR 
FOR1988 

1988 
NEVADA 
HISTORICAL CALENDAR 

ILLUSTRATED WITH 
RARE PHOTOGRAPHS . 

Classic photos from Nevada's past 
are reproduced in antique duotone. 
Large 10" x 14" format features 
special e\{ents and dates, leaving 
plenty of space to note your own 
important days. Limited printing . 
Order now. 
$4.75 each. ($4.95 retail) Order #C88 

$4.95 

Lake Tahoe Snow by David Muench In God's Lig ht by Linda Dufurrena # 2-POST 
Order #1-POST 

Va lley of Fi re by David Muench #3-POST 

WINDOWS ON NEVADA 
Big 18" x 24 " full color photos reproduced on high quality paper. 
$5.50 each or the set for $12.00. For set, Order #4-POST. 

REAL WEST GENERAL STORE 
ORDERFORM 
Name ______________________________________ __ 

Address ____________________________________ _ 

City __ "--_______________ State ________ Zip ______ __ 

PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWIN G MERCHANDISE: 

ITEM # ________ DESCRIPTION ________ OTY __ $ ____ _ 

ITEM # DESCRIPTION OTY __ $ ____ _ 

ITEM # DESCRIPTION OTY ____ $ ____ _ 

ITEM # DESCRIPTION OTY ____ $ ____ _ 

MAGAZINE 
Capitol Complex, Carson City, NV 89710-0005 

------
PLEASE SEND THESE GIFTS IN MY NAME: 

ITEM # ________ DESCRIPTION ________ OTY ____ $ ____ _ 

ITEM # DESCRIPTION OTY __ $ ____ _ 

ITEM # DESCRIPTION OTY __ $ ____ _ 

ITEM # DESCRIPTION OTY __ $ ____ _ 

TO: Name ____________________________________ _ 

Address __________________________________ _ 

City ________________ State ________ Zip ______ __ 

FOR ADDITIONAL ORDERS, USE SEPARATE SHEET 

TOTAL ORDER $ _____ D CHECK ENCLOSED 

CHARGE MY D VISA D MASTERCARD 

Card # _________________________ Exp. Date ____ __ 

Signature ____________________________________ _ 



REALWESTGENERALSTORE 
YOU'LL GET MANHATTAN 
AND HUNDREDS OF OTHER NEVADA GHOST TOWNS 
IN NEVADA MAGAZINE'S OWN 

GHOST TOWNS MAP 
AND HISTORIC SITES 

:.: 
~-..:::."::-

- ;~ ,-- - .--
.--- - :-~-- "In Nevada, ghost towns outnumber 

the living ones by ten to one." - - '--.. -?.--.-'.:.-~.~-~:==- .~ '-- .-:~~--'-;.- They were boom towns. flourishing next to some short 
lived glory hole - places now gone and long forgotten 
- Bullfrog. Jackrabbit. Lucky Boy, Deadhorse Well. 
Stili. dozens survive as remnants of Nevada's rough 
and tumble past - Goldfield, Virginia City. Eureka. 
Nevada MagaZine has just completed th is big 22" x 34" 
full color map locating (as closely as possible) the 

- -._' 
.-.-

---
.--

sites of more than 400 ghost towns and surviving 
histOriC places Important rural historical markers are 
also Ident ified and explained Maior parks are located 
with their faCil ities. Nevada's museums are listed 
along with a convenient roster of " Hot Lines" for Quick 
and timely touring information from local sources 
around the state Hours of armchair adven ture are at 
hand as you rediscover the hopes and dreams that built 
ptaces like Rawhide. Golden Arrow, and Whisky Springs. 
In most cases, there's nothing remaining but the name 
on thi s comprehensive and entertaining map. 

$4,50 Order # NMAP 

THE FINE ART OF GAMING 

NEVADA FITS 
YOULIKE 
A TEE 
Highest quality poly/ cotton 
T-shirts in Nevada blue with 
that familiar logo. 
You 've seen 'em , now get 
one of your own. And some 
for friends. In four sizes. 
$7.50 each. 
Order ~S-SH; ~M-SH; 
~L-SH; ~XL-SH 

A unique art offering of very 
limited edition prints by ERNt 
CABAT from orlglnat watercotors 
painted on the spot In Nevada 
casinos 
Onty t50 prints of seven colo rful 
gambling subjects have been 
produced on fine aCid-free paper 
Each print IS a t6 " x 20 " Image 
Certificates of authenticity are 
provided and each print signed and 
numbered by the artist 
S57.50 each print or the suite of 
seven for only 5300. 
Order lfBACCA; lfBLACK; lfCRAPS; 
lfKENO; lfPOKER; lfROULE; 
lfSLOTS; lfSUfTE. 

ROUND 
'EM UP! 
Sturdy binders hold 
12 issues of Nevada 
Magazine for safe 
keeping and easy 
reference. 
$7.25 each 
Order ~BIND 



'Be Uni.que --- -
qive (OT own) a piece 01 nevada RistOTlJ 

U&.T "Roundhouse." 
Carson Citlj . nu 11"x\9" 

l..andscape . Washoe Uallelj . nlJ \6"11.26" 

Limited Edition 
Pen & lnk PTints 
OfJet'ed b-q neuada MUst feHx Sanche1.. 
these qualH-q t'ept'oductions t'dnqe 
in pt'ice Jt'om $12.00 to $25.00. 

Umited numbet'ed and siqned pt'ints. 

b-q the at'tist. at'e also auailable. Old ~enoa l)ar . 
~enoa . nu \4"11.\9" 

OtheT pTi.nts (to d ate ) offeTed: 
nevada State Librarlj . 

Carson Citlj . nu \\"11.\7" Jespersen tlouse . ~enoa . nlJ \4"11.\9" 

Windlj J Ranch. Washoe lJallelj . nlJ \\"11.\7" 
lJallelj l)ar . Centerville . nlJ \\"11.\7" mill Station Schoolhouse. Washoe lJallelj . nlJ \\ "11.\7" 

FOT FTee brochure . check Ser"i 

FeI
' S h ce Card or phone/ write: 

IX anc e'Z. r~~······· 

3554 On-qx Ct. . Canon Cit nu 
Telephone: (102) 883-9323 -q . 8910t 

84 NEVADA SEPTIOCT 87 

One of the onlystores 
of Its kind In the world 

specializing In: 

GAMBLING 
SYSTEMS · 

Surveillance 
Systems cJ.1i[) 

GAMING BOOKS 
& 

MAGAZINES 

(702) 786-6209 
135 North Sierra 

Reno, Nevada 89501 
VISA MCAE 

• CHECK READER SERVICE CARD 
FOR FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE 



WATCH FOR THE 1ST ANNUAL CHRISTMAS GIFT GUIDE 
IN THE UPCOMING NOVEMBER/DECEMBER ISSUE OF 

NEVADA 

NEVADA AJOURNEY 
by Jonas Dovydenas 
introduction by Gail Buckland 

NEVADA, A JOURNEY is a meclitation on the va mess of America, an 
ode to grand space and landscape, and the forces oflife in desert and in 
town: 137 black and white photographs of Nevada landscapes, cityscapes, 
people and ranches lovingly assembled into a compelling narrative collage. 

order fTom : UNDERMOUNTAIN PRESS 
P.O. Box 778 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

Two editions (II " x 12", 172 pages) are avai lable for Christmas at pre­
publication prices: 

A COLLECIOR'S EDITION 
Limited to 499 boxed , numbered , and signed copies, designed by 
Lance Hidy, and printed at the Meriden-Stinehour Press. Purchasers 
of this edition will receive one image of their choice from the book, 
made for them, and signed by the photgrapher. 

Cost: $225 until March 15, 1988, $275 thereafter 

A HARDCOVER trade eclition, designed as above by Lance Hidy and 
printed at the Meriden-Stinehour Press. 

Cost : $37.50 until March 15, 1988, $45 thereafter 

SEPTIOCT 87 NEVADA 85 



86 NEVADA SEPT/OCT 87 

CASINOS 

Hurrahs For Harrah's 
A photographic look at the early days as Harrah's celebrates its 
50th anniversary 

Harrah's bingo parlor was just 
another back door on Douglas 
Alley in Renol(top). 
Above, Bill Harrah (third from 
left) poses with his bingo staff 
in 1937 At left, Harrah had the 
first air curtain entrance on 
Virginia Street. He wasn't 
afraid to try new ideas, a trait 
that paid off handsomely, both 
for his customers' comfort and 
his own fortunes . 

Photos: Harrah's 



.... _~a 

At top, Harrah's modest Center Street facade in 
the 1950s. At right, the same view today Above, 
Red Skelton opened the South Shore Room at 
Tahoe in 1959. 

Photos: Harrah's, Nevada Historical Society (top) SEPT/OCT 87 NEVADA 87 



RECREATION 

THE WIND WORSHIPPERS 

WHILE NORMAL 

PEOPLE WORRY 

ABOUT STA YINC 

SAFE AND WARM, 

LAKE MEAD'S 

BOARDHEADS 

THINK FALL AND 

WINTER ARE 

PERFECT TIMES 

TO CATCH A 

BREEZE. 

BY KATE BUTLER 
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any observers of the Lake Mead beach 
scene consider windsurfing a relatively 
new way to beat the desert heat in the 
summertime. Accordingly, the colorful 
sails that fill Hemenway Harbor in the 
warmer months thin out in September and 
almost completely disappear by the end of 
October. 

There is, however, a small but growing 
group of boardsailors who stay with the 
sport all winter. Thus while snow skiers 
bundle up to crui e the slopes of Mount 
Charleston, the hardy windsurfers are 
flying across the empty waters of Lake 
Mead. 

[n the off-season board sailors take ad­
vantage of winds created by low-pre sure 
systems that hang over the Las Vegas Val­
ley. Although generally lighter and less 
gusty than the thermal-driven winds of 
summer, the steady north breezes provide 
good chances for duck jibing, looping, and 
even jumping. Alone on the lake, or with a 
companion or two, the winter windsurfer 
enjoys a feeling of harmony with the water 
and an excitement in meeting its chal­
lenges. 

Lake Mead winter are more moderate 
than those in Northern evada, but even in 
the sunny south winter adds an element of 
danger to sailboarding. With cold air and 
water temperatures, low humidity and 
high winds, hypothermia is always a haz­
ard . 

Sailors know that equipment failure far 
from shore is dangerous in the wintertime. 
To help protect themselves, many wear 
polypropylene underwear and dry suits 
made of neoprene and Gore-tex to keep the 
water out and the body heat in . 

Despite the dangers, avid windsurfers 
find that with a little care they can reap a lot 
of excitement. 

Paul Eckert, who can be found on the 
lake year-round, was Lake Mead's first 
windsurfer. He describes how the sport can 
be addictive to new recruits: "The first year, 
they will probably stop sailing in Septem­
ber or October. The next year, they sail year­
round. By the third year, they quit their jobs 
and only sail." 

Eckert received a windsurfer as a gift in 
1976 and taught himself to rig and sail 
without ever having seen a sailboarder. "It 
took me a month to learn how to go 30 feet, 
but once I had that first ride, I was hooked," 
says Eckert, now a sail board designer and 

racer. He was one of two Nevadans selected 
for the 1984 Olympics; he placed fifth. His 
friend, Darin Ham, who also learned to 
windsurf on Lake Mead, placed second. 
Their success drew considerable attention 
to Lake Mead's potential for boardsailing. 

Having traveled across the country on 
several professional racing tours, Eckert 
says, "There is no place like home. For 
freedom of sailing, Lake Mead is unques­
tionably the best. You can sail for 15 miles 
on a single tack without ever getting more 
than five miles from shore." In the summer 
Eckert has sailed a large board from 
Hemenway Harbor to Temple Bar, a dis­
tance of 40 miles. 

Since Eckert first raised his sails 11 years 
ago, the popularity of windsurfing has spi­
raled in Southern Nevada. In the warmer 
months the sport brings out bikini-clad 
women, men in tropical shorts, youngsters 
struggling with sails four times their size, 
and gray-haired seniors, lean and tanned 
from hours on the water. When winds are 
calm, sails and boards form a mosaic along 
the Special Events Beach at Hemenway 
Harbor. When the wind comes up, 40 sail­
ors often take to the water at once, their 
colorful sails weaving as they dart and jibe 
back and forth near the shoreline. 

In the last two years windsurfing has 
become the "in" sportat the lake. But for the 
truly committed, the self-named "board­
heads," windsurfing is not just recreation. 
It is a necessary part of living. 

"I've given up a lot to windsurf," says 
Belle Scott, sailboarding instructor for the 
Ski Chalet. "[ guess it's because [ like the 
rush and the way it feels out on the water. 
It's relaxing but it gets you pumped up. Iget 
really excited when it's windy and I make 
some good jibes and get a really fast ride." 

Scott, who began windsurfing on a date 
with Eckert in 1981, tries to get out every 
day in the summer and whenever the big 
winds blow in winter. "It was the first sport 
I could do on my own. I'm an independent 
person, and I like the freedom of being able 
to go out and have fun by myself." 

She sold her Mustang and bought a 
Volkswagon to rack up her boards, which 
she has carried around the West for racing 
and recreational sailing. In a recent compe­
tition at Choya Lake, Arizona, Scott placed 
first among women sailors and second 
overall. 

Kenny Greig, who switched three years 



ago from sailboats to sailboards, doesn't 
own the correct equipment for heavy 
winds. He uses a large, 12-foot board and 
enjoys cruising near Las Vegas Boat Harbor 
at Vegas Wash, where there is a lot of activ­
ity all year. 

"It doesn' t have to be an exciting life for 
me. I just need to go out and stand on the 
water. I enjoy trying to decipher the wind 
like a bird does. The longer you work with 
the board, the more familiar you get." The 
casual Greig sometimes practices his har­
monica while he waits for a sailable breeze. 

Photo: Kate Butler 

Windsurfer Will Arnold pulls in the boom to catch a gust 
of wind that will propel him across the surface of Lake 
Mead at a thrilling speed. 

Or, if he's not playing music, he might be 
looking through his binoculars for blue 
herons or wood ducks "or whatever else 
happens along." 

Greig, a Las Vegas musician in his mid-
50s, became a windsurfing convert when he 
noticed the profound effect the sport had on 
his health. "I was starting to have trouble 
with circulation. 1 could never keep my feet 
warm even when 1 was sitting and watch­
ing TV " he says. "I finally gotto putting my 
feet in a sleeping bag. It was like I was 
waning instead of waxing- and 1 wasn't 

ready to wane yet. 
"After 1 started windsurfing year-round, 

I began to recover. It's like winterizing 
yourself. The temperature of the water 
varies from about 85 degrees in the summer 
to around 54 in the winter. It goes down a 
degree at a time. If you have your foot in it 
every week, then it doesn't seem uncom­
fortable." 

Even in winter Greig wears a bathing suit 
and T-shirt, and he uses a protective suit 
only when the wind is extremely cold and 
strong. He says the winds are usually 

SEPT/OCT 87 NEVADA 89 



lighter in winter than in the summer; and 
they are steadier in the morning than in the 
afternoon, when gusts often develop. 

[M] 
ost dedicated windsurfers carry 

M at least three boards of varying 
lengths and widths and from 
three to seven sails. The long 

boards, called stockers, are best for begin­
ners because they float easily. Advanced 
sailors use them for light winds and free-

style sailing. Slightly shorter boards, called 
transition boards, are more responsive than 
the stockers. A tiny board-eight feet long 
and 19 inches wide is a typical size-is used 
with a small sail for heavy winds by ad­
vanced windsurfers, who are able to use the 
wind to lift themselves out of the water. 

Will Arnold, a landlocked surfer who 
turned to windsurfing seven years ago, has 
sailed a seven-foot board with a 2.5-meter 
sail in winds gusting to 65 mph. "A t anyone 

SAILS AND GALES AT WASHOE 
I A I nyone who has driven on U.s. 395 

between Reno and Carson City in 
the fall knows how the wind can 

blow in Washoe Valley. Trailers and 
campers are often prohibited, cars and 
birds are jeopardized, and trees are 
strained. At Bowers Mansion towels and 
picnic baskets are 
blown about like 
leaves. But while 
picnickers and 
highway patrol­
men are grum­
bling about the 
wind, the wind­
surfers on Washoe 
Lake are enjoying 
it, even when it's 
blowing 40 miles 
per hour and the 
temperature is in 
the 4Os. There are 
other places to 
practice the sport 
in the area, such as 
Lake Tahoe and 
Lahon tan, bu t 
Washoe, 16 miles 
south of Reno, is 
the favo rite for 
serious off-season sailors. 

Yale Spina, who is on the lake in every 
season, has been windsurfing at Washoe 
for 11 years. When he started, he was a 
lonely figure on the water trying to make 
the transition from board swimmer to 
boardsailor. Now Spina is the evada 
state champion boardsailor and owns a 
business-Aspen Sports in Reno and 
Carson City-that specializes in 
windsurfing. He organizes Thursday 
night races at Washoe and is there most 
evenings. 

Spina likes Washoe because it is con­
venient, the water is warm, and the wind 
is consistently good. "Early in the spring it 
blows like crazy but it's erratic," he says. 
"It gets more consistent as the weather 
warms up. I'd say from May to August we 
get an average of three days a week of 15 
to 30 mph winds. In late summer the 
winds get pretty intense. Then in the fall 
and winter we get the winds that come in 
on the fronts of storms." In winter Spina 
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likes to windsurf on Washoe Lake during 
a storm. He says, "The wind is great and 
it' s just exciting. I used to ski and race 
profeSSionally but now windsurfing is 
what I like to do." 

Another year-rounder is Scott Seher. 
He's been sailboarding at Washoe for six 

years with his 
wife, Trisha, and 
their 18-year-old 
son, Chris. But 
they don't join 
Scott in Novem­
ber or January 
when the water is 
40 degrees and 
the air is very 
crisp. Seher says 
he likes to go "at 
the beginning of a 
storm, when it's 
too cold and 
windy to go 
skiing. Down 
here it's warmer, 
especially when 
the front part of 
the storm hits. 
Usually it's warm 
enough to rain, al­

though I've been out with the snow blow­
ing across the lake horizontally. I wear a 
dry suit over wool socks and long johns, 
and I wrap the dry suit booties with duct 
tape, so water doesn' t get in on my feet. 
You do have to be very careful about hy­
pothermia." 

Last winter some friends of Seher' s 
weren't too careful about hypothermia. 
"They went out when there was ice on the 
lake, and they wore wet suits instead of 
dry suits. They said it was the stupidest 
thing they'd ever done," says Seher. Did 
they have fun? "No." 

Franz Weber, who until recently held 
the world's speed-skiing record of over 
129 mph, says that skiing and windsurf­
ing are quite similar. "Both are solitary 
sports," says Weber, a Reno resident. 
"You don' t need a partner or an opponent 
or teammates. In skiing it's just you, the 
mountain, and the snow. In windsurfing 
it's you, the wind, and the water." 

- Michael Greenan 

Windsllrfers enjoy a feeling of harmony. 

second, things could happen, you're going 
atsuch a high rate of speed,"lhesays."That's 
what's neat about it-you're hanging on for 
dear life, on the brink of disaster." 

Arnold has tried most of Lake Mead's 
coves that can be reached by car. He recom­
mends selecting a windsurfing site based 
on wind conditions, season of the year, and 

'That's what's neat about it­

you're hanging on for dear life, 

on the brink of disaster' 

sailing skill. Rick's Point, Power Line Road, 
Parson's Pipeline-all in the area of the Las 
Vegas Wash-are usually best when the 
winds are blowing from the north . 

Stewart's Point near Overton and 
Temple Bar on the Arizona side are nice 
spots for combining sailboarding with 
overnight camping. However, beginners 
should exercise caution at Temple Bar as it 
often has offshore winds. Inexperienced 
sailors who get blown from shore there will 
find it difficult to get back. 

Six Mile Beach near Cottonwood Cove, 
which also has waterside camping, is best 
from fall through spring when the tempera­
tures aren't so hot. 

Hemenway's Special Events Beach, 
Mead's only designated sailing beach, is 
popular because it accepts winds of all di­
rections. With offshore winds, everybody 
sails close to shore because that's where the 
flat water and speed are. Obviously, swim­
mers on the beach at Hemenway some-

Photos: Larry Proser (left); Kate Butler 



Sunset falls over Hemenway's Special Events Beach, Mead's designated sailing beach. 

times put themselves in jeopardy. 
Most experts strongly recommend that 

beginners take lessons . Introductory 
courses teach rigging, basic sailing tech­
niques, the rules of the road , and emer-

gency procedures-all of which are impor­
tant to any sailor. The experts also advise 
the use of the buddy system since equip­
ment can break. Furthermore, sailboarders 
can be catapulted through their sails, or the 

wind can die and leave you stranded. 
The Southern Nevada Sailboarding As­

sociation, an informal group led by Com­
modore Frank Spears, organizes trips, 
races, and, for the windless hours, volley­
ball games. While members enjoy the so­
cializing, it is clearly secondary to the sport. 

"The people like myself who really want 
to sail will go wherever the wind is," Belle 
Scott says. "We don't think of it as partying 
or gathering every time we go to the SpeCial 
Events Beach and play volleyball. Every­
body shows up there because we anticipate 
that's where the strong winds will b1ow." 

In the winter windsurfers like Scott and 
Arnold pass up the light breezes and wait 
for a high-wind fix. It's true that there may 
be fewer chances for high-tech sailing in 
winter because of the shorter days, lighter 
winds, and fewer storms. 

But those who live to windsurf will do 
anything for a little good air. 

Arnold, for instance, gets up on the 
weekends while it's still dark and sails 
Hemenway Harbor at daybreak. "It's a 
really nice feeling in the early morning," he 
says. "The place is empty and spotless. 
There are no people driving up and down 
the beach. The air's clean, the water's crys­
tal clear, and you just sail back and forth 
and nobody bothers you. It's all very quiet 
except for the wind blowing past your 
ears." Q 

Kate Butler is a Las Vegas writer and photogra­
pher who spends many hours on Lake Mead. 

When they're not clllli/enging ferocious winds, some sailboarders subject themselves to grueling on-shore training excercises. 
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YESTERDAY 

Pack camels 
carried freight 
to faraway 
Nevada 
mining camps. 

Camels on the Comstock 
When camels went to work in Nevada in the mid-1800s, 

horses bucked and lawmakers banned them from the streets. 

I 0 In, moonle" nightin Septombe' 
1861, two drunken miners 
stumbled out of a Virginia City 
saloon and headed for home. 

They had gone just a few yards when the 
silhouette of a huge animal suddenly ap­
peared in the night's blacknes and let out 
an eerie groan. One miner stood transfixed 
while the other dropped to his knees, 
crossed himself, and muttered, "It is the 
resurrection itself." 

Actually it was only a camel, the newest 
addition to evada Territory's burgeoning 
transportation industry. 

The idea of using camels to explore the 
West was raised in Washington, D.C., as 
early as 1835, but it took 20 years before 
Congress gave funds to experiment with 
the animals. By 1857 the U.s. Army had 
imported 74 Bactrian and Arabian camels 
and assigned them to a unit of dragoons. 

During the next four years the hump-

Photo: Nevada Historical Society 

By Douglas McDonald 

backed recruits opened new roads through 
some of the most rugged country in the 
Southwest. The camels transported mail 
and supplies at Fort Tejon, California; car­
ried surveyors and equipment on an expe­
dition near Death Valley; and served as 
draft animals in the snows of the Sierra 

evada. 
The success of the army's experiment 

prompted San Francisco entrepreneur Otto 
Esche to import camels for his private use. 
Thirteen Bactrians from China arrived in 
San Francisco in 1860 and were put in the 
care of Julius Bandmann while Esche re­
turned to the Orient for more. 

Believing he could turn a profit with the 
beasts, Bandmann drove nine camels over 
the Sierra in September 1861. Upon their 
arrival in Virginia City those first camels to 
reach Nevada Territory were sold to the 
Chevalier brothers for about $2,200. 

Louis Chevalier knew the capabilities of 

camels, having served with the French 
army in North Africa. He put them to work 
hauling sa lt from a marsh sou theast of the 
Comstock. Salt, which was used in the mill­
ing of silver ore, brought $120 per ton in 
Virginia City. Even though the camels car­
ried only 500 pounds each because of the 
rough terrain and high altitude, the pack 
train made about $250 per trip. 

When other salt fields were loca ted 
closer to Virginia City competition from 
freight wagons lowered the price of sa lt to 
$80 a ton. However, camels were still used 
to transport salt from areas near the present 
towns of Fallon and Fernley. To counteract 
the reduced prices, the camels' loads were 
increased to 800 and even 1,000 pounds. 

Meanwhile, the army was more con­
cerned with the Civil Warthan with camels. 
Confederate troops captured some of the 
animals in Texas, but many camels spent 
the war pastured in California. In 1864 the 
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A Bactrian camel parades 110rth all Carson Street ill Carson City il1 front of the old Arlingtoll HOll se. 

government ended the camel experiment, 
and the animals were sold at auction. 

Samuel McLeneghan bought a number 
of them with the intention of hauling 
freight in Northern Nevada. In Sacramento 
on April 7 1864, he staged the West's first 
camel race to raise money for his business. 
Although the race was a fiasco, McLe­
neghan still managed to open his freight 
business. He bought a stone barn in Dayton 
and used his camels to haul firewood from 
the Carson River to Virginia City. 

At the nearby Chevalier Ranch, the two 
brothers had been successfully breeding 
and raising their camel herd. As new min­
ing regions sprang into being and the price 
of salt continued to decline, the Chevaliers' 
anim~ls began hauling more freight. 

The camels thrived on the sparse vegeta­
tion by eating, as one editor put it, "willows 
and greasewood and sagebrush and obso­
lete playing cards and old cast-off clothes." 
They adapted to Nevada's seasonal 
changes, but their soft feet had to be pro­
tected from rocks. Leather shoes were 
placed on their feet when they had to walk 
on exceptionally stony ground. 

The Bactrian camel had an advantage 
over the Arabian because its long brown 
hair was sought for weaving bridles and 
ropes. In 1864 the Gold Hill News reported 
that some Virginia City camels had been 
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It is said that a large 

red camel, only 

visible when the moon 

is full, supposedly 

roams the steep slopes 

above Virginia City 

plucked of their winter growth. Since one 
Bactrian could produce 10 pounds of hair, 
camel owners welcomed the new source of 
revenue. 

But the animals had their drawbacks. 
Camels scared the devil out of horses and 
mules. Virginia City passed an ordinance 
banning the animals from streets during 
daylight hours, but the occasional run­
away thrown rider, and overturned wagon 
still created problems. 

In 1868 a carriage crashed on the Carson 
River Road after its horses were frightened 
by a band of grazing camels. The uninjured 

passengers were Judge A.W Baldwin and 
General Thomas H. Williams, and their 
indignation led local newspapers to begin 
anti-camel campaigns. 

The Carsol7 Daily Appeal said of the camel, 
"Appearing suddenly and without warn­
ing in the road, he causes the heart of horse 
and mule and ass to quake with supernatu­
ral and superstitious fear." To make mat­
ters worse, the camels were exceedingly 
friendly creating "a familiarity for men 
and women and buggies and horses and 
mules and asses and jerk-water wagons 
which is almost unbearable." 

On January 20, 1875, the Nevada Legisla­
ture faced the camel issue. Assemblyman 
Hugh Carling of Lyon County where most 
of the camels were kept, introduced a bill to 
ban them from public roads. Passed by the 
Assembly on February 3, the measure went 
to the Senate. After much humorous dis­
cussion, including a suggestion to add the 
hippopotamus to the list of banned species, 
the bill became law on February 9. 

Virginia City freighters, however, re­
fused to obey the new law. During the 
national centennial in 1876 a camel train 
plodded up Sun Mountain carrying loads 
of firewood, and the July Fourth bonfire at 
the top lit up the night sky. Camels also 
were scheduled to prance down C Street in 
the town's Independence Day parade, but 
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common sense prevailed when it was de­
cided not to mix camels and horses on a 
crowded thoroughfare. 

As late as October 1876 a 20-camel train 
carried firewood to Virginia City, but the 
use of the strange beasts was doomed. It 
was economics more than the law that 
drove camels off the roads; they simply 
could not compete with wagons and the 
railroads. 

McLeneghan's animals were gone; he 
had taken them to Arizona before the 1875 
law was enacted. The Chevalier brothers 
drove their herd of 41 camels to Arizona in 
1877 but, finding no buyers, they turned 
them loose in the desert. In 1899 so few 
camels remained in Nevada that the 1875 
ban was repealed. Not all had been taken 
from the state, however. There were sight­
ings of wild camels in the hills north of 
Tonopah as late as 1936. 

Eventually, roaming herds died off, al­
though some legends live on. A large red 
camel, only visible when the moon is full , 
supposedly roams the steep slopes above 
Virginia City. Another ghostly camel train 
is said to wander various salt flats with the 
skeleton of a man lashed to the leader's 
back. 

Tall tales, a few remnants of harness, and 
the old stone barn in Dayton are all that 
remain of the time when camels were part 
of the West's transportation industry- and 
caused the passage of one of the strangest 
traffic laws ever enacted in Nevada. q 

Douglas McDonald of Reno is author of several 
books, including Virginia City and the Silver 
Region of the Comstock Lode. 

Today's Camel Races 

[NJ 0 one had seen a camel in Virginia N City for more than 80 years when 
Bob Richards, editor of the Territo­

rial Enterprise, wrote an account of a ficti­
tious camel race in 1959. Local readers, who 
were acquainted with the editor's frequent 
flights of fancy, did not take the item seri­
ously. But when Richards wrote of an up­
coming camel race the next year, the San 
Francisco Chronicle took up the challenge. 

The Chronicle was joined by the Phoenix 
Gazette and the Indio, California Chamber 
of Commerce. Camels were supplied by a 
San Francisco zoo and trucked to Virginia 
City. The Virginia City Camel Races were 
born. 

The races were held on B Street in front of 
Piper's Opera House. Movie director John 
Huston, riding for the Chronicle, won the 
1960 races. In 1962 the race course was 
permanently moved to E Street near the old 
railroad depot. Ostrich racing was added, 
and the lark grew into an annual event 
attracting thousands of spectators. 

This year the Camel Races will be held 
September ,11-13. For details, see this issue's 
Calendar or call the Storey County Cham­
ber of Commerce, 702-847-0311.- DM 

TAKE HOME SOME 
NEVADA STYLE FUN 
The perfect store for lively game room 
centerpieces that reflect Nevada's exciting 
lifestyle . 
Open Daily, 10 a.m . - 6 p.m. 

• Classic Antique Slot 
Machines 

• Modern Slots & Video 
Poker Machines 

• Solid Oak Gaming Furniture 
• Beautiful Antique 

Jukeboxes 

Lowest prices anywhere 

• Old-time Soda Pop 
Vending Machines 

• Framed Slot Machine 
Glass 

• Quality Gaming Souvenirs 
• Casino-themed Sports 

Apparel 

2240 Paradise Road , Las Vegas · (702) 
(Across from the Sahara Hotel & Casino) 
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LENS 

Fall Unfolding 
In Nevada, the changing of the leaves 

is worth the wait. 

Water Canyon 

I N I evada often ;5 passed ove' 
in tributes by those who 
judge beauty by quantity. 

But Nevadans know that vivid 
colors are all the more precious when 
you haven't seen any for a while. 
When the color unfolds, you know 
the wait was worth it. 

Fall is such a time. Quiet creeks 
become cathedrals of color as 
cottonwoods and willows trumpet 
the triumph of autumn. In meadows 
and canyons, quaking aspens shiver 
with delight, their golden leaves 
aflutter in evergreen seas. 

Seasoned fall buffs make sojourns 
to the secret folds of Nevada, where 
the finest raiment can be seen. At left, 
Jay Meierdierck of Carson City 
ventured south of Winnemucca for 
this high mountain moment. On the 
opposite page, photographer John 
Weaver of Rancho Palos Verdes, 
California, brought home a trophy 
shot of aspens near Mount 
Charleston. Meierdierck discovered 
other golden bonanzas at a Paradise 
Valley landmark (upper right) and a 
pumpkin stand in the capital city 

-Jim Crandall 



Mount Charleston Aspens Paradise Valley 

Carson City Halloween 
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NEVADA CHARACTE R 

HIGH COUNTRY 
COWBOY 

Art Black has a set of values, and a sense of determination, 
that is not often found in the world today 

~ 
ith a blood-stained shirt, brow 

W dripping with sweat, and a 
bawling calf beneath me, I had 

. come to the end of a long day's 
work. For myself and the rest of the crew it 
was a day of castrating, removing horns, 
vaccinating, and putting the Circle H brand 
on close to 150 Hereford calves. Exhausted, 
I went to release the last calf, which was 
stretched between a rope staked to the 
ground and a rope tied to the horn of a 
saddle. As I gazed up the 32 feet of rope, my 
eyes became fixed on the cowboy sitting 
sturdily in that saddle. This is my friend, 
Art Black, but he is more than just my 
friend. He is a page outof American history. 
He is a man who has lived on the range all 
his life and has gathered a set of values that 
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By Matthew Wetzell 

are not often found in the world today. 
The ranch I speak of is surrounded by 

hills at an altitude of 6,800 feet deep in the 
heart of the Sierra Nevada. On a clear morn­
ing from my position at the barn a small 
cloud of dust can be seen slowly rising to 
the top of the hill. Just like every other 
morning I know this is Art on his morning 
commute. You see, Art lives in a small cabin 
over the hill to the west, and at 5:30 every 
morning he saddles up his Appaloosa geld­
ing named Shadow and sets off to work. As 
he comes down the hill he sings a song that 
wakes the entire world below him. Every­
one there knows the song as the beginning 
of a new morning, and they all come to greet 
Art. The workers greet him, the cattle greet 
him, the horses greet him, and even the 

eight little Duroc pigs greet him; but, more 
than that, the grass greets him, the wind 
greets him, the rocks greet him, and the 
trees greet him. They are all part of him, and 
he is a part of them. 

Into the yard he rides toward the barn 
looking as if he is one with his horse. They 
move together as smooth as a quill in the 
hands of Mark Twain, who for a time lived 
in the same valley where Art and I work 
today. A slight tug on the reins and the 
Appaloosa has stopped. I gaze into a face as 
weathered as the old boards that make up 
the side of the barn and the corrals that 
enclose it. The aroma of tobacco flows from 
an old wooden pipe clinched in his teeth. As 
he sits in the saddle, the chaps covering his 
legs blend in so well with the leather of his 

Photos: Chris Kinney 



saddle that it's hard to tell where the man 
starts and the horse begins. 

Art does most of his work on horseback. 
He ropes cattle; he checks cattle; he moves 
cattle. These are his jobs. He is a man of 
power in the saddle, but what about out of 
the saddle? 

As Art slides down from Shadow's back, 
a change takes place. The look of power has 
left him, and a bent and crippled man walks 
forward leading his horse into the barn. 

You see, Art has had polio ever since he 
was a young boy. At the age of 11 he threw 
away his crutches and vowed he would 
walk on his own, and that he does, but not 
gracefully. His right leg is permanently 
bent to the inside, so walking is hard for 
him, but he has found an alternative set of 
legs: his horse. 

I remember the day when I was a young 
boy and first met Art. I was at a cookout 

I never knew how much 

you can tell about a 

person just by a handshake. 

My fingers were nearly 

crushed by his strength. 

with my parents. When Art came stum­
bling up to get dinner, I can remember 
feeling sorry for him. We were introduced, 
and I got to shake his hand. I never knew 
how much you can tell about a person just 
by a handshake. My fingers were nearly 
crushed by his strength. The callouses on 
his hands were as thick and rough as the 
skin on my football that sat in my bedroom 
back in the city. Never have I come to such 
a complete admiration for someone as I 
have for Art. 

As I got to know him he taught me the old 
ways of cowboying. He taught me how to 
ride like the old California vaqueros, who 
were the first cowboys to ride west of the 
Sierra. He taught me how to rope and how 
to make a bow and arrow. Finally, he got me 
a job on the ranch. This coming summer 
will be the seventh summer we have 
worked together. 

So it is that when morning comes and 
there is dust coming from the top of the 
sagebrush hill, we know that our friend Art 
Black is there. Even in future generations, 
his song will remain. The workers will still 
sing it, the cattle will still sing it, the horses 
will still sing it, and even the little pigs will 
still sing it; but more than that, the wind will 
still sing it, and so will the trees. 

Matthew Wetzell, who is studying animal sci­
ence at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, has been 
going to the Circle H Ranch in Smith Valleyand 
the Sierra since he was tall enough to get in the 
saddle. 
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They're 
jumpin! 

The trout-filled 
streams and lakes of 
Alpine County await 
you. So does the 
hospitality of our quaint resorts 
and refreshing beauty of our 
unspoiled wilderness. Frolic in 
our meadows, admire our 
wildflowers, revitalize in our hot 
springs and bask in our fresh 
air and sunshine. 
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OUTDOORS 

Folks on the Wild's Side 
They are pioneers, at times alone and misunderstood in their causes. They 

have devoted much of their lives to preserving wild creatures-fish, 
bighorn sheep, and even tortoises. Here are a few of those conservationists, 

recognized not only by the environmental community but also 
by their fellow Nevadans who hunt, fish, or simply love the outdoors. 

Wayne Kirch 

T he Wayne E. Kirch Wildlife Manage­
ment Area, dedicated in 1962 in east­

ern Nye County, is a tribute to one Las 
Vegan's dedication to Nevada's wildlife. 
Wayne Kirch is confined to a wheelchair 
now, unable to hunt or fish, but his 
thoughts remain in the field . 

Desert Inn prepared a seven-course meal in 
a tent among the aspens. When asked if the 
King bagged a mountain lion, Wayne grins 
and says, "Yes, but I'm not going to tell you 
how." 

Kirch, who served as a member and 
chairman of the state's Fish and Game (now 
Wildlife) Commission from 1951 to 1977 
considers himself a lucky man. He says he 
got involved just when the field was grow­
ing and people with vision could make an -
impact. Nevada's current wildlife refuge 
system-which totals more than 300,000 
acres- is a case in point. Most of the nine 
areas, such as Mason Valley Ranch, Key 
Pittman near Alamo, and Scripps at 
Washoe Lake, were acquired during his 
tenure. 

He also knew how to cut through red 
tape. "There was a time on Lake Mead 
when no agreement existed between 
Arizona and Nevada, and wardens were 
issuing citations to anglers from the other 
state for fishing without a proper license," 
he says, recalling meetings between the two 
states' wildlife agencies. Finally he and 
Arizona Game and Fish officials banged 
out an agreement. "It took a case of scotch 
and almost a week of down-to-earth meet­
ings in· a Phoenix motel room to reach an 
accord on the Colorado River special-use 
stamps, which are still in effect today." 

Bernice, his wife of 51 years, says most of 
their closest friends were made during 
Wayne's wildlife career. Hardly a week 
passes without a telephone inquiry about 
his health or a reminder of some past hunt­
ing or fishing excursion. His fondest 
memories include one-shot antelope hunts 
in Wyoming with astronaut Wally Schirra 
and General Joe Foss and a mountain lion 
hunting trip in Northern Nevada with the 
King of Nepal. A chef borrowed from the 
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Kirch was born on June 29, 1909, in a 
small Kansas town where his father was 
sheriff. Wayne arrived broke in Las Vegas 
in 1936. He worked nights as a part-time 
bartender and bouncer at the old Tower 
Club in North Las Vegas and days in an 
auto-shop. He opened Wayne's Auto Body 
four years later and operated it until its sale 
several years ago. Kirch also served on the 

'Y ou could bag 

16 deer a season by 

going from county to 

county and 

taking advantage 

of the differing 

seasons/ Teglia says, 

recalling Nevada's old 

hunting-season rules. 

board of directors and later as advisory 
director for First Interstate Bank. 

During his time on the commission 
Kirch's primary concern was protecting 
wildlife sanctuaries. John Donaldson, 
DOW regional supervisor in Las Vegas, 
says, "There were some in the department 
who thought him too influential in agency 
affairs, but time has proven them wrong. 
Wildlife management in Nevada is where it 
is today because of Wayne and his fore­
sight."-Charles Crunden 

Roger Teglia 

O n a rainy day in 1915, Roger Teglia, a 
12-year-old Lyon County farm boy 

met one of the most powerful men in the 
nation. 

A cloudburst had washed out the tracks 
of the Carson and Colorado Railroad near 
Fort Churchill, blocking a passenger train. 
On that train was U.S. Senator Key Pittman 
of Tonopah. 

Assured that it would be only a day or 
two before the track would be fixed, 
Pittman and his companion, Nevada Gov­
ernor Emmet Boyle, walked the quarter of a 
mile to the Teglia family's farmhouse to 
wait. 

The two politicians enjoyed the country 
hospitality and Mrs. Teglia' s home cook­
ing, but after three days the tracks still were 
not repaired. So Teglia' s father, Guilio, 
hitched his team of horses to an old spring 
wagon and hauled his two famous guests 
the 28 miles to the state capital in Carson 
City. 

Twenty years later, when Pittman was 
still a powerful senator, Roger Teglia 
would talk to him about hunting. Teglia 
eventually persuaded the senator to push 
through Congress what became the bed­
rock of American sports hunting-the 1938 
Pittman-Robertson Act. By creating a tax on 
hunting equipment, the act funded wildlife 
programs in every state. 

Ironically, Nevada was the last state to 
participate. At Teglia's insistence, Pittman 
had included a requirement that to qualify 
for funds a state had to have a centralized 
fish and game commission. However, 
Nevada's rural counties steadfastly refused 
to surrender their jurisdiction over hunt­
ing. Consequently, a mishmash of conflict­
ing rules and seasons prevailed, allowing 
hunters to take game year-round. 

"You could bag 16 deer a season by going 
from county to county and taking advan­
tage of the differing seasons," Teglia recalls 



Watching out for wildlife (clockwise from top 
left>: Wayne Kirch, Roger Teglia, Betty Burge, 
Buck Wheeler and Glade Koch. 

Photos, clockwise from top left: Nevada Dept. of Wildme, Doug McMillan, Cha~es Crunden, Marilyn Newton, Cha~es Crunden SEPT/OCT 87 NEVADA 103 



of those early days. 
The tireless Teglia, whose successful egg 

and poultry distributorship in Reno left 
him the time and money to pursue his 
sportsman's interests, personally funded 
two statewide referendum petitions that 
finally convinced the Nevada Legislature 
to set up a fish and game commission. It was 
Key Pittman's brother, Vail, then governor, 
who signed the bill into law in 1947 

In 1948 Teglia persuaded another pow­
erful U.s. senator from Nevada, Pat McCar­
ran, to set aside the state's first federal wild­
life refuge at the Stillwater Marshes east of 
Fallon. 

Teglia credits Bing Crosby with the idea. 
The wealthy crooner, who was also an avid 

evada hunter, asked Teglia to help him 
acquire the marshes as a private duck­
hunting preserve. But Teglia decided that 
the area was too much of a national treasure 
to tie up for a wealthy few. He worked 
instead to establish the 224,000-acre Still­
water Wildlife Refuge. 

"Bing was mad at me," he says. "But it 
would have hurt all the sportsmen in Ne­
vada." 

Teglia is the first to admit he didn't ac­
complish projects alone. He had the back­
ing of hundreds of hunters and conserva­
tionists through the evada Protective Fish 
and Game Association, which he co­
founded in the early 1940s. It grew to 1,800 
members, a potent political force in a state 
that had only 110,000 residents. The group 
was the forerunner of the ational Wildlife 
Federation's Nevada affiliate, formed in 
1947 with Teglia as its first president. 

Teglia says it was his upbringing in farm 
and river country that inspired his interest 
in wildlife. His mother began raising 
pheasants on their Dayton-area farm, and 
although Teglia and his father were avid 
hunters, no one was allowed to shoot his 
mother's pheasants. 

When his father sold the spread in 1917 
to buy a ranch in the middle of the Truckee 
Meadows, young Teglia turned his atten­
tion from fowl to fish. He planted rainbow 
trout in ponds he made from the springs 
that abounded on the new ranch. He kept 
enlarging the ponds until they became 
what they are today-Paradise Lake, a 50-
acre Reno park popular with anglers of all 
ages. 

Even though he owned the lake, Teglia 
created a furor when he suggested using it 
exclu~ively as a tourist attraction. For a 
while, it worked. Hundreds of Califor­
nians, including former song-and-dance 
man George Murphy, then a U.s. senator 
from California, came to Reno to fish for 
days at a time. Teglia later bowed to pres­
sure to let the locals fish there, and eventu­
ally he sold the lake to the City of Reno for 
half what it was worth and threw in a 20-
year interest-free mortgage to boot. 

In the meantime he spread his conserva­
tion ethic across the state, planting thou­
sands of pheasant and later chukar. Teglia 
became a Johnny Appleseed of game birds, 
getting up hours before dawn many morn-
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ings to take chukar into the Nevada hinter­
lands and set them free . Fallon turkey 
farmer Minnie Blair raised birds for him, 
and rural residents called him "the chukar 
man." The bird adapted and now is one of 
the state's most sought-after hunting 
prizes, as Teglia predicted. 

Today he continues to work for wildlife. 
When deteriorating water quality contrib­
uted to a massive kill of waterfowl and fish 
at Stillwater last winter, Teglia issued a call 
to save Western evada's vanishing wet­
lands, still a crucial resting place for birds 
on the Pacific Flyway. 

"1 can remember when the sky was black 
with ducks at Winnemucca Lake," he said, 
recalling the shallow, 60,000-acre lake east 
of Pyramid that evaporated in the late 1940s 
due to diversion of the Truckee River. It was 
so rich in migrating ducks that a hunter 
sometimes could bag a bird simply by 
shooting in the air at random, Teglia said . 

Diminutive, silver-haired, and a little 
hard of hearing after years of trap-shooting 
without ear protection, Teglia is nonethe­
less dynamic at 85. He has known many 
powerful men, from senator to presidents, 
and he has never been bashful about asking 
them to aid his lifelong cause-wildlife 
conservation. - Doug McMillan 

Betty Burge 
T hey call her the "tortoise lady" some 

with admiration and respect, others in 
less affectionate tones. Betty Burge im­
presses people that way because when she 
argues on behalf of the desert tortoise, she 
does it with fierce determination and gives 
no quarter to public-land users she thinks 
may threaten her charges and their habitat. 

Denny Selleck, past president of the 
Southern evada Off-Road Enthusiasts, 
remembers crossing swords with Betty at 
Bureau of Land Management hearings 
several years ago. "We were all trying to 
reach compromises on the use of public 
lands in Clark County, but every time a new 
area for competitive events was suggested, 
the tortoise got in the way. Don't get me 
wrong, I admire the lady even if I didn' t 
agree with her. We ended up with conces­
sions, and tortoises were protected." 

'I have no real quarrel 

with off-road vehicles 

or other land uses,' 

Burge says. 'It's just that there 

is a proliferation of these 

disturbances that erode away 

the tortoise's habitat.' 

Burge, however, says she doesn't feel 
those meetings accomplished what was 
necessary. "1 have no real quarrel with off­
road vehicles, pipelines, power plants, live­
stock, urbanization, or other land uses," she 
says. "It's just that there's a proliferation of 
these kind of disturbances that continues to 
erode away and segment the tortoise's 
habitat." 

Burge's early background was not in 
wildlife but in music. She earned a degree in 
voice from the Eastman School of Music in 
Rochester, ew York, but says her partici­
pation now is passive. ''I'm a listener. 
Sometimes you get into these things be­
ca use every bod y sa ys you shou ld, and a II of 
a sudden you wake up one day and realize 
you don't want to do that." She also enjoys' 
gardening and refinishing antique furni­
ture. She admits, however, that there is little 
time for other goals than her work. Even her 
gardening involves growing plants that are 
nutritious for the tortoises she keeps in her 
back yard. 

She became interested in tortoises, which 
are native to Southern evada's portion of 
the Mojave Desert, while serving as curator 
of a native wild animal collection in Califor­
nia in the early 1970s. She found that very 
little was known about this vulnerable and 
slow-moving reptile and decided to devote 
her energies to its cause. She enrolled in the 
University of Nevada-Las Vegas in 1973 
and, while pursuing a master' s, studied 
tortoise behavior and movements. She's 
been in the field ever since, working under 
research contracts that have taken her to the 
Nevada Test Site and other desert areas 
with the BLM and a pipeline company. 

In 1981 Burge and orma Engberg, an 
English professor at UNLV scheduled a 
class in tortoise natural history and care, 
but, she says, the Department of Wildlife 
put the kibosh on their plans. It was not 
legal to possess a desert tortoise at that time, 
and, as Betty phrases it, DOW said, "You 
can't hold a course that teaches people how 
to care for their ill-gotten booty." 

She says it was all for the best, though, 
because many of the 80 people who regis­
tered for instruction formed the nucleus of 
the Tort Group, an organization devoted to 
the welfare of domesticated tortoises. 
Nevada's law was changed in 1983 to allow 
possession of tortoises in urban areas of 
Clark County but protecting them in the 
wild. Since then the Tort Group has set up 
an adoption service by which people can 
bring in unwanted tortoises, and the serv­
ice adopts them out. Not just anyone, 
however, can walk off the street and adopt 
the creatures; full investigations are made 
as to the applicant's suitability as a tortoise 
owner. Burge says she believes in limiting 
the capture of tortoises in the wild, but with 
tens of thousands of the creatures already 
in the Las Vegas area, she feels the adoption 
service is important. 

"Over the past few years, we've adopted 
out hundreds of animals. Las Vegas is a 
transient community, however, and for 
every one adopted, five have been turned 



in. There are hundreds in captjvity, and 
these have become dependent on people 
because there isn't enough habitat to sup­
port them anymore," she says. "We need 
good homes to place them." 

Betty envisions a bright future for the 
desert tortoise. "I'm most optimistic and 
hope that we would have a preserve set 
aside, where the public can go and see the 
tortoise and where they will continue to 
exist without artificial support." -CC 

Buck Wheeler 
W hen Sessions S. "Buck" Wheeler be­

come the first director of the Ne­
vada Fish and Game Commission in 1944, 
he agreed to take the job only under certain 
conditions. First, since his main interest 
was teaching biology at Reno High School, 
he would work for the commission after 
school, on weekends, and during the sum­
mer. Second, he said the job title would be, 
simply, field representative. And third, the 
salary would be $50 a month rather than the 
$250 offered . After all, he would still be 
teaching. 

Those negotiations say a lot about Buck 
Wheeler's priorities. Wheeler, who was 
born in Fernley in 1911, has spent his life 
studying, protecting, and enjoying the 
Nevada outdoors. For more than 60 years 
he has camped in the Nevada deserts, 
fished its lakes and rivers (he describes the 
Truckee as "one of the finest fishing streams 

Susie deprived the 

reporters of a wonderful 

trout-interest story 

around"), and studied the state's geogra­
phy, biology, and history. Some of that 
studying was done at the University of 
Nevada-Reno, where he earned a master's 
in biology in 1935. The rest was done in the 
field, including a job for the U.s. Forest 
Service and the Government Land Office 
(now the BLM) in which he rode a mule a 
thousand miles in six months, surveying 
townships in places like Fish Lake Valley. 

When Wheeler began his long associa­
tion with the Fish and Game Commission, 
the state's 17 counties were responsible for 
wildlife management and game-law en­
forcement. The commission, composed of 
five sportsmen, managed the fish hatchery 
in Verdi and tried to coordinate the coun­
ties' efforts. 

The 17-pronged approach wasn' t work­
ing, however. Fish and wildlife popula­
tions were declining because of poaching 
and pressures from the state's growing 
population. Wheeler, as field representa­
tive, embarked on a major project: organiz­
ing a sportsmen's group in each of the 17 
counties. From 1944 to 1947 Wheeler drove 

around the state in his '41 Ford, spreading 
the gospel. 

Wheeler refers to tha t period in his latest 
book, Gentleman in the Outdoors: A Portrait of 
Max C. Fleischmann: "Throughout the state, 
with sportsmen's organizations so eager to 
be of aid, the program was developing into 
a sort of wildlife improvement crusade." 
Groups donated time and materials to 
build holding tanks in which to keep fish 
before planting. 

The spirit of volunteerism reached its 
peak when Wheeler recruited Dr. ' Lynn 
Gerow, a friend and prominent Reno phy­
sician, to perform what would have been 
the first caesarian section by a doctor on a 
cutthroat trout. The scene was the Verdi 
hatchery reservoir, where the nearly extinct 
cutthroat was getting a second chance. One 
of the big fish died, however, and an au­
topsy revealed thatthe previous year's eggs 
were still inside, blocking the passage of the 
new eggs. 

When a cutthroat named Susie began to 
show signs of the same problem, Wheeler 
called on Dr. Gerow. News of the impend­
ing operation spread fast. Local and wire­
service reporters were ready, pens and 
cameras in hand, to record the event. That 
day however, Susie demonstrated the sen­
sitivity and intelligence of her species. She 
took care of things her own way and began 
releasing the eggs, thereby depriving the 
reporters of a wonderful trout-interest 
story but giving the hatchery 7,000 eggs. 

The 1947 Legislature wrote an entirely 
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./ 
Conservation-minded Nevadans (from left): Cliff Young, Fred Wright in 1954 and 1987 and Anga Rebane of Project Wild . 

new fish and game code, and it was clear 
that a statewide director was needed. The 
obvious choice was Buck Wheeler. This 
time Wheeler accepted the appointment 
and took a one-year leave of absence from 
teaching. The one year became three before 
he finally returned to teaching in 1950. 

To understand why Wheeler has spent a 
lifetime as a conservationist, some clues can 
be found in his books-The Desert Lake, The 
Nevada Desert, The Black Rock Desert, Gentle­
man in the Outdoors, and his historical novel 
Paiute. All of the books reflect his profound 
understanding and loveof nature. In Paiute, 
Numaga, a young Indian leader, seems to 
express his (and Wheeler's) feelings when 
he states, "Paviotso [Paiute] never kill more 
than he can eat. Deer, other animals are our 
friends." A modern-day poacher would not 
want to run into Numaga. Or for that mat­
ter, Buck Wheeler. 

In person, Wheeler exudes a calm confi­
dence. A soft-spoken, thoughtful man, he is 
careful about everything he does--choos­
ing words, researching books, traveling in 
the desert. Despite his reputation as an 
outdoorsman, he seldom hunts, and then 

only for ducks or game birds, and he re­
leases virtually all the fish he catches. 

At 76, he still goes fly fishing at Pyramid, 
which means standing in cold water in the 
dead of winter with ice forming on the line, 
making long and repetitive casts in the 
hopes of fooling one of the de cendants of 
the fish he helped save. This past winter he 
did fool one. "The biggest one I' ve ever 
hooked at Pyramid . I worked him slowly 
because I knew he was big enough to break 
my line. He finally turned around and 
headed straight out and took 200 yards of 
line before it broke." He tells the story with 
a fond smile, remembering a day doing one 
of the things he loves best, a t one of the 
places he loves most. - Michael Greenan 

Glade Koch 
A protected greenbelt extending all the 

way from Las Vegas to Lake Mead is 
Glade Koch's dream. If she continues to 
apply the same energy that she has for the 
past 15 years, Las Vegas Wash will be a 
wetlands park some day. 

Members of the Fraternity of the Desert Bighorn work on another water project. 

106 NEVADA SEPT/OCT 87 

Glade's first acquaintance with the wash 
was on a field trip with the Audubon Soci­
ety in the early 1970s, a time when propos­
als to clean up Las Vegas' wastewater 
would have eliminated most, if not all, of 
the wash's marshland and wildlife habitat. 
The plan concerned Koch, who, along with 
Tom Harper, then with the U.s. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, formed the Las Vegas 
Wash Development Committee with sup­
port of the county commissioners in 1973. 
Since then flooding has wiped out about 
half of the marsh area, but under Koch's 
leadership the committee has worked hard 
to get funding for its projects. 

A former elementary school teacher, 
Koch says her wildlife interests began with 
a bird watching invitation during the mid-
1950s in Michigan. "Since that time I've 
been an ardent birder, and I pursued my 
avocation throughout the country wher­
ever my late husband John's assignment 
with Department of Energy took us." And 
her pursuit will not end when her dream of 
a wetlands park becomes a reality. --CC 

Cliff Young 

C liff Young has always been an avid 
hunter and angler. A justice on the 

Nevada Supreme Court, he also is a veteran 
of the equally challenging world of politics. 
Young, a Reno resident, ran for his first 
public office in 1951. "I think I filed for 
Washoe County Public Administrator be­
cause there wasn' t any filing fee required," 
he jokes. In 1953-56 Young served as 
Nevada's lone Congressman, and although 
he says he enjoyed serving in Washington, 
he admits that he appreciated the summers 
when Congress was out of session and he 
could visit parks and wildlife areas. 

Back in Nevada, Young remained an 
active conservationist. He served on the 
Washoe County Park Commission when 
parks at Bowers Mansion, Davis Creek, and 
Pyramid Lake were created. He also served 

Photos: Charles Crunden (top right and bonom) 



as president of the Nevada Wildlife Federa­
tion in the early '60s. In 1966 he was elected 
to the State Sen a teo "I felt I could do more for 

evada's resources in the Legislature," he 
explains. "Some of my favorite memories 
are from field trips with the U.s. Forest 
Service, the U.s. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Fish and Game, the Soil Conservation Serv­
ice, and the Bureau of Land Management. I 
also remember some pretty great deer­
hunting trips." 

An extraordinarily dedicated conserva­
tionist, Young was elected president of the 
National Wildlife Federation, the world's 
largest conservation organization with 
more than four million members. Young 
served that post from 1981 to 1983, using his 
quick wit and evada know-how to be­
come one of the NWF's most popular 
presidents. - Paula J. Del Giudice 

The Fraternity 

T he Fraternity of the Desert Bighorn, a 
ISO-member group based in Las Ve­

gas, has added President Reagan's Volun­
teer Action Award to its long list of cita tions 
for service to evada wildlife. Wilford 
Allen, president of the group, and his wife 
Penny accepted the award at the White 
House on June 30 of this year. 

The fraternity was organized in the early 
1960s by a group of Southern Nevadans 
that included Steve James, Dennis Walk­
ington, Marvin Einerwold, Connie Fuller, 
Garry Dorn, and Jerry Hughes. The group 
first made its mark by developing bighorn 
hunting regulations that have become a 
model throughout the West. Believing that 
the younger animals contribute most to the 
herd, they fathered the rule that limits har­
vest in some areas of evada to rams no 
younger than seven years or those with 
horns that measure no less than 144 points. 

"The majority of the people in the frater­
nity are hunter-conservationists who have 
experienced the thrill of a bighorn sheep 
hunt," says Ed Pribyl, a past president of 
the group. "They have great admiration of 
the bighorn sheep and see it as a symbol of 
the harsh desert environment." 

The fraternity is known for its construc­
tion of water catches in Southern Nevada. 
Built with federal cooperation, the projects 
have opened up new areas for bighorns. 

Most of the group's first collectors were 
concrete dams built in narrow canyons to 
catch rainwater. Today the tanks are engi­
neering marvels. And the group is ever 
resourceful. If cement, water, reinforcing 
steel, pipe, and tanks can't be hauled in by 
truck or carried in on volunteers' backs, a 
helicopter is rented to do the job. -CC 

Fred Wright 

E ight years ago Fred Wright retired 
from the Department of Wildlife, but 

his ample portfolio keeps him flying as 
much as the ducks he studied in college and 

oversaw for the state. Currently on the 
board of directors of the Nevada Wildlife 
Federation, Wright also serves as its legisla­
tive representative and is Nevada's dele­
gate to the National Wildlife Federation. 

Wright serves as a commissioner on the 
State Environmental Commission and is on 
the Regional Planning Commission and the 
Washoe-Storey Conservation District. 

Wright graduated from Humboldt State 
in Arcata, California, in 1949 and that year 
began his career with Fish and Game in 
Fallon, where he was statewide waterfowl 
biologist. He moved to headquarters in 
Reno in 1954 to take a series of jobs culmi-

-.----~ 

nating with chief of administration. 
While some people plan a less hectic life 

after retirement, Wright is working harder 
now than ever. His wife Virginia, who 
knows her own way through legislative 
halls, puts it this way: "In our house the 
motto is All for Conservation.'" -PDG 

Anga Rebane 

A s a homemaker, sportswoman, and 
volunteer, Anga Rebane has · a full 

outdoor schedule. One of Rebane's most 
visible activities is Project Wild, an environ-
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mental-education program used in schools. 
Sponsored by DOW, the program intro­
duces games in which children play the 
roles of lakes, animals, and plants to learn 
how they interact. 'The advantage of Proj­
ect Wild is the ease with which it can be in­
corporated into an existing curriculum," 
she explains. "The program is adaptable to 
almost any subject of study, including 
physical educa tion, and also helps students 
understand their environment." 

A former high school biology teacher in 
Michigan, Rebane moved to Las Vegas nine 
years ago with her physician-husband 
Toomas. She serves on the board of the Las 
Vegas Museum of Natural History, is pur­
suing a Ph.D. in environmental biology at 
UNL V where she teaches part-time, and 
works with the Friends of Red Rock. In 
addition to her other activities, she recently , 
completed training in Project Learning 
Tree, another educational program. She'll 
be instructing teachers how to use that 
program, too. The main difference: It uses 
trees to impart its message. -CC 

Dick Biggs 

C arson City sportsman Dick Biggs is 
one of the longest-serving hunter­

safety education coordinators in the state. 
Biggs began teaching youngsters about safe 
gun handling and hunting with the Na­
tional Rifle Association in 1954, long before 
the state began a program. "I figure I've 
taught over 1,200 youngsters," Biggs says. 

Biggs joined the Ormsby Sportrnan's 
Association in 1950 and has helped install 
guzzlers for area wildlife and recently build 
nesting boxes for Washoe Lake geese. He 
co-founded the Carson Rifle and Pistol 
Club in the 1950s. This year Biggs was 
named Conservation Educator of the Year 
by the Nevada Wildlife Federation. 

An avid hunter, angler, and trapper, 
Biggs is retired from the state Department 
of Transportation, where he served as a 
materials and testing engineer. "In 1978 I 
had my 20 years in, and I figured, the hell 
with it. I'm going to spend more time out­
doors. I may not bring much home, but I 
still give 'em a rassIe!" -POG 

Tom McMillan 
R eno builder Tom McMillan is one of 

the state's busiest wildlife conserva-, 
tionists. "We Westerners are from the land, 
and conservation is important," he says. 
Well-known in national and international 
circles, McMillan is chairman of the Na­
tional Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
(NFWF). 

Yet he receives fewer accolades than 
other active conservationists. McMillan 
prefers to keep a low profile, and when he 
talks of accomplishments, he talks about or­
ganizational successes. For example, he 
points out how the NFWF has helped raise 



$2.25 million to enhance national wildlife 
refuges, parks, and forests; restore endan­
gered species; protect wetlands; and im­
prove wildlife habitat. The foundation has 
arranged grants for a DOW study of Sierra 
black bears. Two pending grants are for 
water projects for Nevada bighorn sheep. 

McMillan has worked in fund-raising 
with the Mzuri Safari Foundation, Safari 
Club International, and the Foundation for 
North American Wild Sheep. He also 
helped found the Save the Rhino Trust 
begun in 1970. During that period McMil­
lan spent much of his time in Africa. 

Although McMillan finds little time to go 
hunting-his favorite sport-he says his 
conservation work is more important. He 
adds, "Every once in a while you have got to 
put back more than you take." - PDG 

Tom Trelease 
T om Trelease's efforts to improve fish­

ing in the state are legendary. He 
began his career with Fish and Game in 
1946 as a hatchery man at Verdi, where he 
makes his home today, and later went on to 
serve as chief of fisheries until he retired in 
1976. 

He recalls that one of his most satisfying 

Bill Vincent and his trusty '61 Peugeot. 

State sportsmen (from left): Tom McMillan, 
Dick Biggs, and Tom Trelease, cutthroat trout 
protector in his Fish and Game days. 

victories was in restoring the cutthroat 
trout to Pyramid Lake. "When we began 
working on it," he recalls, "there was no 
fishery whatsoever. Everyone assumed 
that the alkaline character of the lake 
wouldn't support a population of trout. 

"Ira La Rivers, a professor at UNR, and I 
lowered cages of trout into the lake. They 
survived just fine, so we decided to try 
stocking the lake." 

Although the cutthroat at Walker Lake 
were feared to be extinct, in 1947 Trelease 
and a crew caught 33 cutthroat there. The 
fish were used to stock Pyramid Lake and 
Marlette Lake for brood stock. Native cut­
throats from Summit Lake were also used 
to restock Pyramid. 

Another important project was the intro­
duction of threadfin shad to the Colorado 
River system from Lake Mead on down. 
"After the shad became established, they 
provided a major food source for the fish, 
improving the quality of the fishing tre­
mendously," he says. 

Although Trelease admits that he 
doesn't go fishing as much as he used to, he 
does put in many hours plucking tunes 
with the Reno Banjo Club. - PDG 

Bill Vincent 
A coyote-poisoning program in South­

ern Colorado first piqued Bill 
Vincent's curiosity about the environment. 
He was covering a cattle roundup for the 
Farmer's Union newspaper, and at day's 
end he pointed out the hundreds of gopher 
mounds in the meadow where they were 
camped. "We've noticed that, too," the 
cowboys replied. "The gophers multiplied 
after the predators were poisoned. We've 
all chipped in and ordered two pair of 
coyotes from Texas for restocking." 

That incident guided Vincent on his long 

Photos: Nevada Dept. of Wildlife (top right) . Charles Crunden (bottom) 

and dedicated service to environmental 
quality. He went on to work for United 
Press International and as news director for 
a radio station in Fresno. He tried his hand 
at farming and logging in Washington. Ten 
years later he was broke, but the land was 
his. Then he moved to Las Vegas and took 
a job with the Las Vegas Review-Journal. The 
late Bob Brown was editor at the paper in 
1962, and as Vincent explains, "He was the 
only newspaper editor in the country at that 
time who would hire an ex-farmer." 

Vincent remained with the Review-Jour­
nal until his retirement in 1980, spending 14 
years as editor of the paper's Sunday Ne­
vadan magazine, where he gave great atten­
tion to hunting, fishing, recreation, and 
environmental issues. He has worked on 
wilderness causes such as opposition to the 
MX missile and nuclear dumps. Vincent's 
persistence was recognized when he was 
named Conservation Communicator of the 
Year by the evada Wildlife Federation in 
1971 . He was recognized again in 1980 with 
the Governor's Conservationist of the Year 
Award. He continues to be southern repre­
sentative for Citizens Alert, a director of the 
Nevada Wildlife Federation, and a member 
of Friends of the Wilderness. 

Ray Chesson, former R-J writer and long­
time friend, says, "Bill has faith. He still 
drives a 1961 Peugeot. It's tired after more 
than 200,000 miles but still chugging along. 
The tires on that car were always thread­
bare, but they got him where he wanted to 
go. 

"I remember one camping trip in Moni­
tor Valley when I suggested we wrap the 
tires with burlap. They were that far gone, 
but we did make it without any trouble. Bill 
is like that. He puts that much faith in 
people, too." -CC Q 

Contributors: Charles Crunden of Las Vegas is 
former DOW public information officer Doug 
McMillan writes for the Reno Gazette-Jour­
nal. Michael Greenan of Reno is a freelance 
writer, and Paula J. Del Giudice of Reno writes 
for national outdoor publications. 
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T RIP o F THE MONTH 

Happy Landings at Cal-Nev-Ari 
This Southern Nevada town has grown up since it was founded 

on a wing, a prayer, and 20 acres of barley 

[Q] 
n a sunny afternoon 22 years 

O ago, Everette "Slim" Kidwell 
was flying back from Colorado 
to his aviation school in South­

ern California. The skies were clear and 
calm, the plane was on automatic pilot, and 
the flight was uneventful. 

Until Slim dozed off in the cockpit. 
When he woke up, Slim looked down 

and saw a triangular landing field in the 
middle of nowhere. He picked up the high­
way and followed it to the nearest town, 

eedles, California . Slim landed in 
Needles, rented a car, and drove back to the 
landing strip. 

"It turned out it was in Nevada," remem­
bers Nancy Kidwell, Slim's widow. "We 
heard later that General Patton had it put in 
during World War II and then practiced 
flying there." 

Slim's aerial encounter sparked the crea­
tion of an unusual little town in the South­
ern Nevada desert, Cal-Nev-Ari. Named 
because of its location near the juncture of 
three states, Cal- ev-Ari has grown from a 
wing, a prayer, and 20 acres of barley to a 
hardy community of more than 300 resi­
dents. The barley crop is gone, but the air­
port, originally christened Three Corners 
Airport and renamed Kidwell Airport 
seven years ago on Slim's 75th birthday 
remains an important focal point. 

A few months after Slim's discovery in 
1965, he and his new bride Nancy filed 
under the Pittman Land Act for the BLM 
property, which was located 65 miles south 
of Las Vegas. Under the act they could be 
deeded the land if they "proved it up" by 
planting crops on a portion of it. The 20 
acres of barley they sowed bought them 640 
acres, including Patton's airstrip. 

For most newlyweds, starting married 
life doesn't mean founding a town' in the 
process. But then, Slim and Nancy were not 
an average couple. When they got married, 
he was 62 years old. She was 28. 

"I went into marriage with my eyes wide 
open," says Nancy. "I knew if! had 10 good 
years with him it would be worth it." 

But she didn't want to jump into Slim's 
life-in-progress. So with the lease running 
out on his flight school, they decided to 
leave California and put his house and 
business up for sale. With the proceeds they 
bought a trailer, hired a well driller, and 
moved to the Nevada desert. 

One of their first tasks was to erect a sign 
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By Allison Newlon 

Nancy Kidwell (top left) was one of the settlers of Cal-Nev-Ari with her late husband Slim (top 
right). Above, the town's water tank also is a beacon to homebound flyers. 
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that read, "Cal-Nev-Ari, population four. 
Watch us grow." The first four residents 
were Slim, Nancy, their dog, and their cat. 

Cal-Nev-Ari has come a long way since 
then. Slim and Nancy at first used a 10-
kilowatt generator for electricity and they 
had to haul water 24 miles from the Colo­
rado River in 55-gallon drums for three 
months until their well came in. Today the 
town is serviced by Nevada Power Com­
pany, and water is metered by Nancy's 
water company Spirit Mountain Utility. 
Should the water company's pump break 
down, there is a 200,000-galion reservoir 
built on higher ground for gravity feed if 
needed. 

A sizable portion of local business de­
rives from the Cal-Nev-Ari casino, another 
Kidwell enterprise. It has 24 slot machines, 
a 21 table, and a restaurant that specializes 
in home-style cooking. 

"People who eat here once will come 
back again and again," Nancy says with 
pride. "We have built up quite a regular 
clientele from Las Vegas, Henderson, and 
Boulder City. They fly in for Sunday break­
fast or dinner." 

Nancy runs the casino without Slim now. 
She buried him in 1983 in Cal-Nev-Ari, 
although she had to form a corporation to 
cover the red tape. Nancy's company, Gone 
West Inc., enabled her to put up a neat 
picket fence and a rock garden around 
Slim's grave in the town's tiny cemetery. 

Although so many things in town re­
mind Nancy of Slim, she doesn't have time 
to turn Cal- ev-Ari intoa shrine for her late 
husband. Besides being proprietor of the 
casino and water company she's owner of 
the general store, the gas station, and the 
FAA-licensed airport and half-owner of the 
10-room motel. She also is the postmistress 
and a certified Emergency Medical Techni­
cian for the volunteer fire department. 

She often pulls bartending shifts at the 
casino, which stays open 24 hours a day. It's 
not that business booms in the wee hours. 
Nancy says she's just following Nevada 
tradition by keeping the casino open all 
night, whether business warrants it or not. 

Originally she kept the casino open 24 
hours because of the risk of fire. In fact, the 
casino was uninsurable until the towns­
people got together and formed the voun­
teer fire department. At first, a plan to 
donate land for a county-run station was 
deemed unfeasible, so residents raised the 
money to build their own firehouse . Nancy 
gave herself a quick lesson in grantsman­
ship and was rewarded with enough 
money for a fire truck. So far, she and nine 
others have been certified as EMTs, and 
they have been able to care for residents' 
current needs. 

But Nancy expects the town will con­
tinue to grow. Her master plan predicts an 
eventual population of 2,000. So far she has 
sold roughly one tenth of the land she owns 
in one-acre, half-acre, or quarter-acre par­
cels. She doesn't list her property with an 
agent, and she's in no hurry to sell it. "Most 
of the people who move here are friends or 

I Airplane owners can 

park their planes 

on their property, 

then taxi to the runway 

when they want to fly I 

relatives of people who already live here," 
she says. "Or they stop in as they pass 
through, then come back to stay. I don't 
want to sell to just anybody for the best 
price I can get. I want to meet the people 
first." 

Without exception, Cal- ev-Ari resi­
dents live in mobile homes. "It's hard to 
find a contractor who's willing to come all 
the way out here to build a house," says 
resident Shelby Aufiere. "And if you do 
find one, it's much more expensive when 
his crew and supplies have to travel out 
here." 

The block walls, grass lawns, and orna­
mental trees so typical elsewhere in South­
ern evada are absent here. Townspeople 
use split-rail fencing or simply neat rows of 
rocks to mark their property lines. 

Rock landscaping is common. So are 
vegetable and fruit ga rdens. The eye isn't 
bothered by a lack of green-there is a 
rugged beauty in the simplicity of the Cal-

ev-Ari landscape. 
"Most of us came out here to get away 

from being slaves to our yards," Aufiere 
says. "I sold a corner lot in Southern Cali­
fornia to move out here, so believe me, I 
know what yard work can be." 

The average age of Cal- ev-Ari's resi­
dents is 50. There are three children who 
attend elementary school 10 miles away in 
Searchlight. High schoolers go to Boulder 
City, 50 miles north, and last spring a local 
collegian made a daily commute to UNL V 

Although Cal- ev-Ari is home to many 

retirees, the majority of its residents work. 
Some are employed at Laughlin casinos­
the Colorado River town is 30 miles south­
east-and others work at the Mohave gen­
erating plant. 

Many residents own their own planes. 
"Cal-Nev-Ari appeals to airplane owners," 
Nancy says. "They can park their planes on 
their own property then just taxi over to the 
runway when they want to fly. It's a very 
cheap way to keep a plane." 

The two big town events are an annual 
chili cookoff held on Thanksgiving Week­
end and the Fourth of July parade. "We 
have 10 floats each year," Aufiere says. 
"Half the people march in the parade and 
the other half line up and watch them. We 
try to trade off every other year." 

Once a week the restaurant's cook fixes a 
special dinner, and townspeople gather to 
socialize and enjoy the meal in a private 
banquet room behind the main casino. 

On Wednesday morning, exercise class 
is held in the firehouse, and Thursday 
brings the frozen-food salesman. Life is 
slow and easy for some Cal-Nev-Arians. 

Nancy Kidwell, however, is not one of 
them. She works 16 hour days and is on call 
24 hours a day. She is as dedicated to and 
protective of her town as any mother to her 
child. 

In Cal- ev-Ari's early years, the town 
was Nancy and Slim's creation, for them to 
share. Since Slim's death, Nancy says, she 
increasingly has relied on her friends and 
neighbors to keep the town running. In a 
small, tight-knit community like this one, 
people don' t wait until they' re asked to 
pitch in and help. Nancy's town is growing 
up, and other residents are taking roles in 
its development. 

Periodically however, Nancy gets a 
warm reminder of her town's roots. "You 
know" she muses, "every time it rains, that 
barley Slim and I planted 22 years ago 
sprouts up all over the desert." 

Allison Newlon of Las Vegas is a communica­
tion specialist at Nevada Power Company and 
freelance writer 

Nancy (second from left) and friends at her casino, where pilots like the atmosphere. 
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Bullfrogs and Bears 
History and Bonanza repeat themselves. 

By Maria Federici 

Things Are Hoppin' 
It's the kind of move that will have histo­

rians in the 21st century scratching their 
heads. On the 151st and final day of the 
longest session in the history of the Legisla­
ture, Nevada lawmakers created Bullfrog 

County. The state' s 18th county is carved 
out of 12 square miles of Southern Nevada 
desert, governed by a county seat 270 miles 
to the northwest, and unparalleled in the 
size of its constituency-zero. 

The county was created to take advan-

Would you lose our 
business if you ost 
your recordS? 

You can protect your property with 
insurance .. but what about vital con­
tracts, financial records, and billing 
data? Losing records to fire, earthquake, 
crime, or other catastrophes could 
threaten the life of your business. 

Now you can protect precious docu­
ments or other valuables in maximum­
security storage at The Vault in Reno. 
The Vault protects your valuables with 
a modem, fully computerized electronic 
security system, plus 24-hour armed 
guards. All storage units in The Vault 
are concrete and steel reinforced. The 
structure has been built to exceed 
the security specifications of private 
vaults. And special temperature and 
humidity-controlled spaces assure utmost protection for magnetic 
media. 

Even the best insurance coverage can leave your business 
exposed to disaster. Call today for a quote on The Vault's variously 
sized spaces for anything that's too valuable to risk. 

50508 Meadowood Mall Circle, Reno, 702/785·8408 · Affiliated with First Federal Savings of Nevada 
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tage of potential grants from the federal 
government if Yucca Mountain, 110 miles 
northwest of Las Vegas, is chosen by the 
Department of Energy as the nation's first 
high-level nuclear dump site. Bullfrog will 
have a higher tax rate-$5 per $100 of as­
sessed valuation-than any other county in 
the state. 

It's also a replay of a turn-of-the-century 
political battle. In 1909, Bullfrog Mining 
District residents petitioned for their own 
county, but Nye County commissioners, 
based in Tonopah, fought off an attempt to 
divide their turf. Nye officials are not any 
happier today. They fear they will not re­
ceive their fair share of federal revenues. 
Governor Richard Bryan said the state does 
not intend to discriminate against Nye 
County, as it is certainly entitled to a rea­
sonable and fair sum. 

Nye County officials have talked about 
taking the state to court over the creation of 
Bullfrog County if District Attorney Phil 
Dunleavy figures ou t which court to file the 
papers in. The Legislature made Carson 
City the county seat but neglected to define 
a judicial district. 

"What court do you file this in?" Dun­
leavy said. "In the district court for Bullfrog 
County? If so, where is it?" Probably some­
where between Denio and Laughlin. 

TV Heroes Return 
This season, Crime Story, NBC's police 

drama set in Las Vegas, will have company 
from Hollywood in Southern Nevada . 
NBC's Rags to Riches filmed its season 
opener in Las Vegas, and Showtime'sBroth­
ers was there last summer for an on-location 
shoot. NBC's Matlock also had cameras in 
Las Vegas during the summer. 

Stars also will be out in Northern Ne­
vada. In September High Mountain Rangers 
will begin filming in the Lake Tahoe area. 
The new CBS series stars Robert Conrad 
and his sons, Christian and Shane, as 
members of a mountain search-and-rescue 
team. The series pilot, which aired last 
March and will be repeated in January as 
the series opener, includes scenes filmed at 
South Shore. 

The popular television series Bonanza 
may be back as a pilot movie with filming 
possibly at Ponderosa Ranch at Lake Tahoe. 
If all goes according to plan, filming should 
begin in September with Lorne Greene re­
turning as Ben Cartwright, grandpa to the 
sons of Hoss and Little Joe. 

Bear Essentials 
He wasn't really bothering anybody. Just 

cruising the lake. Climbing trees. Rummag­
ing in trash cans. Typical kid stuff. 

Problem was, he wasn' t a typical kid . He 
was a 200-pound, two-year-old black bear 
hanging out at Lake Tahoe. 

State biologist Walt Mandeville caught 
the animal twice last summer. In June, he 
caught the bear near Zephyr Cove, tagged 
him, and released him near Verdi. A month 
later the bear was spotted at Incline Village. 

'Tm almost on a first-name basis with 



this little fellow," Mandeville said at the 
time. "He's kind of an unusual bear, kind of 
laid back. One time he growled at me, but 
that was it." 

Mandeville trapped him and returned 
him to the wilds-to an undisclosed loca­
tion well away from civilization with 
plenty of forage for a young black bear. 

Mandeville said attacks on humans by a 
black bear are rare, and he has heard of no 
incidents in Nevada. "If they're cornered I 
think there could be some danger. These 
animals are very strong and can do quite a 
bit of damage. But a black bear would just as 
soon retreat from human encounters." 

Mandeville speculated that the bear had 
only recently been on his own and was 
having trouble finding his way in life. "It's 
fairly typical for young bears to wander in 
the late spring and early summer. The 
mother will abandon them, and it's a signal 
for them to begin their own life. They 
wander, trying to establish their own terri­
tory, because they have no place to call 
home." 

A Rock For All the Ages 
Like David meeting Goliath, Carol 

Daniel's fifth-grade class took on the Ne­
vada Legislature last session. Armed with a 
chunk of sandstone, the students from 
Gene Ward Elementary School in Las Ve­
gas flew to the state capital and told law­
makers, "Nevada needs a rock." 

Their trip was the culmination of lobby­
ing efforts that began when they discov­
ered Nevada did not have an official state 
rock. Told that a campaign to designate a 
state rock would be an opportunity to be a 
part of Nevada history and learn about the 
legislative process firsthand, the students 
selected potential candidates and polled 
other Nevada elementary school classes. 
The rock of choice was sandstone. 

Sandstone is found throughout Ne­
vada-from Carson City, where the capitol 
is built of quarried sandstone, to the Valley 
of Fire, where sandstone arches rise from 
the desert. And, as student Danny Hender­
son told Nevada lawmakers, "Sand is pro­
duced from sandstone and is a product of 
today' s mining and quarry operations. 
Therefore, it is financially important to 
Nevada." 

Danny and his classmates were persua­
sive. Senate Bill No. 441, which designates 
sandstone as the official rock of the state of 
Nevada, became effective June 1. 

Bristlecones Yes, Curlies No 
The 1987 session also produced a second 

state tree, the bristlecone pine, which was 
named the official companion to the single­
leaf pinyon. But American Bashkir curly 
horse supporters were not as persuasive as 
the kids from Las Vegas. They were not able 
to convince lawmakers to name the curly 
the state horse. q 

Maria Federici of Reno is a freelance writer and 
editor. Also contributing to Nevada Notes were 
Fred Hinners and Courtney Brenn. 

SEPT/OCTS7 NEVADA 113 



Fred Boyce 

'I was wondering 
about a model for this 
painting Then I 
remembered that I had 
a brook trout in my 
freezer After twisting 
the fish into position 
every day, it got pretty 
smelly in the house.' 
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ART & ARTISTS 

One morning Fred 
Boyce was cruising 
around Walker Lake 
near Hawthorne, look­
ing for models for the 
state duck-stamp com­
petition. He didn' t find 
any, but that afternoon 
he learned that his at­
tention to wildlife art 

had been rewarded: He had taken first 
place in Nevada's 1987 trout-stamp compe­
tition. 

His winning piece was a brook trout that 
appeared to be chasing an insect which 
materialized into five artificial flies. The 
judges said they liked Boyce's image for 
several reasons-the unusual design of the 
fish, his knowledge of the species, and the 

Brook Trout on the Fly 

detail of the flies and fish . 
Boyce, 65, first entered the commercial 

art field atthe age of16, when he worked for 
a cartoonist. Since going freelance in 1952, 
he has done covers for magazines such as 
Fur Fish and Game, Western Horseman, and 
Wyoming Wildlife. Boyce, who describes his 
style as "realism with a flair toward im­
pressionism," says he rejects the idea that 
painting has to have so much detail it looks 
like a photograph. 

His present projects include writing and 
illustrating Nevada Images, a book in which 
he hopes to show the beauty and impor­
tance of Nevada wildlife through his paint­
ings. He's also been commissioned by the 
Nevada Wildlife Record Book Committee 
to paint the original nine record-book ani­
mals of 1955. 



'I worked from a taxidermal mount on this 
painting and got the background from a friend's photo. 

I love detail, and I can capture it from a photo. It's 
very hard to paint birds in flight , so I have to depend 

on a good taxidermist for authentic mounting' 

Ruby Marsh Bufflehead s 

-r- ... 
~.: - . 
. .' 

In the las t three yea rs, 
Bill Moore has finished 
second in six stamp 
contests. "That i six 
times a runnerup. I 
can' t let this go on too 
much longer," jokes 
the Reno artist, who 
entered 14 wildlife and 
archery stamp contests 

around the country. His second-place ef­
forts came in far-flung states like Indiana, 
Idaho, and Alaska . Last year his acrylic of 
Ruby Marsh Buffleheads gave him the 
highest place of any Nevada artist in the 

evada duck-stamp contest' s nine-year 
history-by coming in second, of course. 

A longtime Nevada resident, Moore has 
been involved in professional art since his 

grad uation in 1955 from the Lo Angeles 
Art Center College of DeSign. In 1978, after 
working in the technica l and commercial 
art fie ld, he decided to paint full-time. 

Moore's interests lie in evada desert, 
wildlife, and wa terfowl paintings. His pas­
sion for paleontology and ancient history 
has led to an extensive collection of foss ils 
and his own paintings depicting ancient 

evada (see Nevada Magazine, No. 1, 1978). 
ow leaning more toward wildlife, Moore 

says he is "hooked on the contests" and 
looks forwa rd to garnering some first 
places next year. 

William A. 
Moore 
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Geissler 
& Associates 
REALTORS · 

EXPERIENCED EXCHANGORS 

882-1672 
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL 

BUSINESS 
RANCHES HOMES BUSINESS INVESTMENT 

W. .'S. [i] 

Call or write for brochure 
124 East John Street, Carson City, Nevada 89701 

A MEMBER OF THE SEARS FINANCIAL NETWORK 

COLDWeLL 
BANl(eRm 

ITILDO INC. 
REALTORS® 

AMERICA'S LARGEST FULL SERVICE 
REAL ESTATE COMPANY 

RESIDE TIAL EXCHA GES BUILDING LOTS COUNSELING 

ACREAGE APPRAISALS RA CHES OTARY SERVICE 

I VESTME T PROPERTIES 

702/782-2205 • 782-2249 
1625 Main St. • P.O. Box 383 • Minden, Nevada 89423 
An Independently Owned and Operated Member or Coldwell Banker Resident ial Affiliates, lnc. 
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PAHRUMP 
Only 50 minutes from Las Vegas 

NEVADA'S FASTEST GROWING 
COMMUNITY 

NO SMOG 
GOODWATER 

MEDICAL FACILITIES 
GOLFER'S PARADISE 

SUNSHINE 

We Specialize in: 

-RETIREMENT HOMES 

-ZONED AND OPEN ZONED 
AREAS 

-COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITIES 

-BARGAIN PRICES 

-LmERAL TERMS 

-FINANCING AVAILABLE 

Let US help you ! 

BOB NELSON 
REAL ESTATE 

P.O. BOX 1115 
PAHRUMP, NV 89041 

(702) 727-6633 



#1 
AT LAKE TAHOE 
IN LAKEFRONT 

SALES 

*Specializing in Nevada 
East Shore from Stateline 
to Glenbrook, 

*Experienced Professional 
with an average of 20 years 
at Tahoe, 

*Real Estate Counseling and 
Appraisals. 

TROY E. BOWSER 

Licensed Broker 

P.O. Box 10829 
Zephyr Cove, NV 

89448 

(702) 

588-6241 
588-3700 

Space Available 
Warehousing 5,()()()-10,()()() Square Feet 

Truckee Meadows Business Park 
Viewcrest Shopping Center 

1,200 Square Feet or more Bays 
Northwest Reno 

(Fastest growing area in Reno) 

F or more information 

323-5936 
95 W Arroyo Street 

Reno, Nevada 

A MEMBER Of THE SEARS F6NANClAL NETWORK 

(702) 827-2660 
COLDWeLL 
BANl(eRC 

PLUMMER/CANEPA 
REALTY, INC. 
REALTOR 

290 E. MOANA LN 
RENO NV 89509-4646 

"We sell more homes in Reno and Sparks than anyone!" 
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WANTED 
People lookingfor good living and an investment 
in tomorrow! 
Investigate the beautiful PAHRUMP VALLEY,only 
55 miles west of Las Vegas and the fastest 
growing area in NYE COUNTY! 

• Highway Commercial Sites 
• I to 5 Acres Ranchettes 
• Golf Course Sites 
• Homes and Mobiles priced for affordable 

living 
• Golf Course Condos 

WE'RE RIGHT WHERE THE FUTURE WANTS YOU 

DON DENKERS REAL ESTATE 
Licensed Broker 
Specializing in Pahrump Properties 
Star Route Box 70012 
Pahrump, Nevada 89041 (702) 727-4135 

118 NEVADA SEPTIOCT87 

WELL KNOWN RANCH 
Close to Reno, !nthe h .. rtofNevada. 1750 acres with 125 
AUM's, five artesian welll, with water rights. ind 
mo ...... $275,000. 
OLDEST SCHOOL HOUSE 
In Nevada! 1200 sq ft In excellent condition. Plu.l400 
sq ft modem home, 3 car gange, large bam &. tack room. 
Even h .. a mine, aU on 26 Cenoed view acres. Excellent 
retirement community .... $189,000. 
REDUCTION 
3500 sq ft home overlooking Reno, on 40 acres. 360 
d.gr.. vI.w, hot tub. For the discriminating buy.r, 
something uniqu •.... $298,000. 
ALSO AVAILABLE: Mlnl-ranch.s40 acres and larger. 
Resldentlaland buslnes.propertles. Acreage2-4S5 acre. 
priced fromS175 per acre and up. C.U for Information or 
aUst &. map. 

Richard J. Rowe &. Evelyn K. Rowe, Realtors 
639 N. Rock blvd., Sparks, NY 89431 (702) 331-2233 

DESERT MOUNTAIN 
REALTY, INC. 

Serving all of 
Northern Nevada 

Residential • Commercial 
Business Opportunities 

Raw Land • Farm & Ranch 

1060AvenueF · EastEIY,NV.893151B 
(702) 289-8410 or (702) 289-3038 

.. AL.ge' 

MYM Corp .• Rvaltor 
Serving Lake Tahoe 
and Carson Valley 

LOUIS G. MARTIN Realtor 

Sales and Vacation Rentals 
Nevada 702-588-2668 
National 800-962-1489 

P.O. Box 5877 
Stateline, NV 89449 REO CARPET 

• JOINT VENTURE PARTNER INVITED! 

1000 APPROVED HOME SIGHTS 
TOCETHER WIlli HOTEL/CASINO AND 
COMMERCIAL ZONING ON I-nGHWAY 
395, CLOSE TO TAHOE, CARSON CIlY 
AND MINDEN. GOLF COURSE AND 
EQUESTRIAN FAOLIlY PLANNED. 
PROPOSAL A V AILABLE UPON 
REQUEST. 

• HOUSES STARTING AT $65,000. 

• RANCH AND FARM LAND $3500. 
AN ACRE. 

CLARK PROPERTIES INC. 
P.O. BOX 960 
MINDEN, NV 89423 
(702) 782-7111 OR 265-3747 
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~ Nevada ~ 
Properties 

Realty 
Investment 

Brokers 

• Four-plex 
spedalists 

• Full service 
brokerage 

• Multiple listing 
service 

• We provide current 
investment lists 
upon request 

Ken Fleming 
Broker 

(702) 382-6022 

m M'S 
REALTOR 

630 Las Vegas Blvd. So. 
Las Vegas 

Nevada 89101 

THANK YOU ! 
For making CLARK PROPERTIES the TOP SELLING CENTURY 21 
OFFICE in the state of Nevada . 
We have been serving all of Northern Nevada for over 12 years and we are first 
because you put us here. 
Our fully-trained agents use the "HOMETOWN" advantage to get YOU results 
when you want to buy or sell real estate in the Carson Valley or northern 
Nevada. 
From a building lot to a subdivision, a business to a cattle ranch, we are 
prepared to assist you. 
Please write, call or check the reader service card in this magazine 

~~ 
Patty Clark 
Owner/Broker 

CLARK PROPERTIES INC. 
P.O. Box 960 
Minden, NV 89423 
(702) 782-7111 or 265-3747 

Rustic elegance ... 
state-of-the-art style. 

If you want to express 
your individuality in a 
uniquely recognizable 
way , consider the bene­
!its of investing in a Real 
Log Home . We ha ve over 
22 years experience 
behind our precision 
pre-cut packages which 
feature a patented 
joinery system . And, 
since many of our 
14,000 homes have 
been built by people 

with discriminating tastes , we offer a complete inhouse custom design staff . 
We're experts at turning your dreams into reality ... call for our newest color 
catalog , $6 : 

For the name of your local repre· 
sentative and a free brochure or 
$6 catalog , write : 

Sierra Log Homes, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2083, Dept, NMA 

Carson City, NV 89702 
(702) 246-0590 

REAL 
LOG HOMES® 

© 1986 Real Log Homes 
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LTV 
On the north shore of Lake Tahoe! 

(702) 
831-6800 

, 

- VACATION RENTALS 
- LONG TERM RENTALS 

- INVESTMENTS 
- EXCHANGES 

- SALES 
• HOUSES, CONDOS, ESTATES 

885 Tahoe Blvd. 
(Western states call toll free) 

1-800-843-9399 
P.O. Box 7262 

Incline Village, NV 89450 

One of Reno's Finest Historical Homes 
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$425,000.00 
3400 Square foot English Tudor Home 

in Prestigious Reno Neighbor .... 

For Information write or call: 
Madge Peterson 
(702) 827-1900 or 747-4864 
604 W Moana Lane 
Reno, Nevada 89509 
Or check reader service card 

UNBELIEV ABLE 
But True! 

Yuu ('an Own Yuur 
H()ME & LAND 

For 

$39,900 
* New 3 bedroom 2 bath 
* 960 Sq ft 
* 1/3 acre 
* Roman tub 
* Mountain view 
* Free refrigerator and 

curtains 

THE 

MPIONS 

224 S. Carson 
Carson City, NV 89701 

(702)883-4242 
TOLL FREE: 

ext 710 

FREE NEVADA 
REAL ESTATE 

INFORMATION 
• Homes 
• Property 
• Lakefront 
• Riverview 
• Investments 
• Retirement 
• Vacation Homes 
• Farms 

For free brochures and informa­
tion on any type of Nevada real 
estate, Simply check the appro-

priate block on the reader service 
card in this issue of Nevada 

Magazine. 



LE 
REALTY 

We Specialize In: 

RANCH PROPERTIES 
RESIDENTIAL 
RELOCATION 
LIGHT INDUSTRIAL 
RETIREMENT HOMES 

OFFICE; 

(702) 870-0224 
Pager 

(702) 381-6655 

2400 West Charleston 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89102 

Vickie L. 
England 
Broker! 
Salesperson 

How to insure success 
when you buy a hOlTIe. 

Dennis 
Pulsipher 
Broker! 
Salesman 

A new home is probably the most important purchase you'll ever make. 
So when you're ready for the big move, make sure you get the right help. 
That means calling a local real estate professional to help you find and 
purchase a home. And that means calling on us to protect the investment 
in your home with a title insurance policy. At Ticor Title, we've insured 
millions of homes. So when you use Ticor Title you not only get 
personalized efficient service, you'll also get the most experienced people 
in the business. That way, no matter what style of house you choose, no 
matter how big or small, your peace of mind is assured . 

• TICOR TITLE 
333 South Sixth Street 
Las Ves .. , Mev.d. 89101 
(702)~5566 
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DINING OUT 

Readers' Rave Reviews 
Three readers write about some unusual Nevada eateries, 

and three ace reviewers give us the scoop. 

Golden Touch 
at Midas 

By Steve Papinchak 

In Midas there is established an unheard-of 
menu in the boondocks-if you desire, live 
Maine lobster or steak and lobster the finest 
ever prime rib done in rock salt, and many other 
special dishes. Hope some day you can verif!j 
this culinary artistry for yourself. 

Ted Hanson 
Midas 

[D] 
own 30 miles of dirt road from the 

O nearest paved highway past 
rolling sagebrush country, 
sprawling ranches, and weekend 

hunting homes with antlers hanging from 
them like Christmas ornaments, is the 
Midas Bar and Pack Station. 

Inside, owner Les Matson may be pack­
ing a 20-pound prime rib with sa lt or blend­
ing herbs for his New Orleans sauce. 

The incongruity of a quality dining spot 
in Midas, where the 12 year-round resi­
dents live with noisy generators because 
they don't have electrical service, is not 
happenstance, however. Matson planned it 
that way. 

In 1984, Les and his wife, Bev were on a 
trip to Jackpot, where they were thinking 
about leasing a casino, when they took a 
sidetrip to Midas and saw the restaurant for 
sale. "We are both outdoorsy people," he 
says. "We kind of opted for the quality of 
life other than the swift pace of the dollar 
bill and competition. 

"I want people who come out here to eat 
to have a special experience that they' ll tell 
their friends about," says Matson, a former 
Alaska fisherman. And his plan is working. 
On weekends the Matsons serve about 40 
dinners a night, mostly to folks who drive in 
from Winnemucca, 60 miles to the south­
west. Growing numbers of adventurous 
diners are traveling from Battle Mountain, 
Elko, and even farther. 

Matson figures that the people who take 
the trouble to find his place won't be pinch­
ing pennies since sitting down to a good 
spread is part of the experience they came 
for. The geologists at the pool table and the 
buckaroos who are loosening up at the bar 
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Les and Bev Matson staked their culinanj claim in Midas, northeast of Winnemucca. 

after a week on the range only add to the 
uniqueness of the scene-as do the hats and 
dollar bills on the bar ceiling, a deer hoof for 
a door knob, and a 25-pound Alaska king 
crab on the wall. 

Given a week's notice, Matson can fix 
you up a live lobster. Otherwise, you can 
settle for a one-pound frozen lobster tail. 
The cost is $25 to $30, depending on current 
seafood prices. It's $14 forscampi with ew 
Orleans sauce, and $10 or $13 for prime rib, 
depending on the size. You can peek into 
the kitchen, choose between aT-bone or 
New York cut, and tell Matson how thick 
you want it. (The meat is top quality and 
delivered from Reno, 225 miles away, Mat­
son says.) The cost is from $13 to $20, the 
latter cut being about two inches thick. 
Your steak comes with salad, sorbet, baked 
potato, and split pea or leek soup. 

Don't forget the dessert; it's not on the 
menu, but it's part of the experience. For the 
asking, Matson will prepare bananas Foster 
with cooked bananas, ice cream, and li­
queur sauce, or coup Gertrude Lawrence, a 
flaming ice cream dish made with chocolate 
liqueur. 

Breakfast is served seven days a week 

beginning at 4 a.m., which is wake-up time 
for geologists who like to finish their work 
before the sun heats up the nearby moun­
tains. For lunch, you can order a one-pound 
hamburger or sandwiches of prime rib, 
steak, or ham and cheese. 

To get to Midas you have to, well, want to 
get to Midas. It's not enroute to anywhere 
on most maps. Drive to Golconda-which 
is 16 miles east of Winnemucca on 1-80-
and then head north. There are 16 miles of 
paved road, then 28 miles of gravel until 
you hit Midas. (The road on to Tuscarora is 
pretty rough .) Once you get there, Les can 
direct you to fishing and hunting spots or to 
the many remnants of old mines to be found 
with a four-wheel-drive vehicle. Take 
plenty of gasoline to Midas unless you want 
to use Matson's hand-operated gas pump, 
circa 1908. The cost: $2 a gallon. 

The nearest motels are in Winnemucca, 
but Les and Bev have some bunks available 
for $10 a night. In Midas, though, you have 
to bring your own sleeping bag-and a big 
appetite. 

Steve Papinchak writes and travels the state for 
the Reno Gazette-Journal. 
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The Rainbow's 
Local Color 

By Rob Powers 

In your Dining section you have omitted the 
fabulous Rainbow Club in Henderson. Shame 
on you! The Rainbow Club is without a doubt 
one of the finest eateries i17 Southern Nevada . 
Having lived in Las Vegas fora year,I have tried 
several places, and the Rainbow stands out as 
one of the finest. They offer great food at a 
reasonable price. 

Charles R. Roddy 
Highland, CA. 

[I] he Rainbow Club is off the 
beaten path for most Las Ve­T gans, but that hasn't stopped 
many of them from beating a 

path to its doors. 
A Henderson fixture since 1971, the 

Rainbow Club, located next to the Eldorado 
Casino on Water Street, features not much 
parking and a plain one-story front. Inside 
are several rows of slot machines, a half­
dozen blackjack tables, a long bar, and a 
restaurant that has found a winning recipe 
in large portions and small prices. 

The Rainbow's dining fortunes changed 
when the club was acquired by Peppermill, 
Inc. in 1983. Oscar Portillo, who spent five 
years managing the Peppermill's restau­
rant on the Las Vegas Strip, was named 
manager of the Rainbow. The interior was 
completely renovated, and Portillo over-

A lot of chatty families 

eat here, and many patrons 

are on a first-name basis 

with the hostess. 

saw the transformation of the old six-stool 
counter into a real dining room worthy of 
the Pepperrnill's well-seasoned reputation. 

Although the club's menu has an eye­
popping selection reminiscent of its better­
dressed cousins on the Strip and in Reno, 
the prices at the Rainbow are geared more 
toward locals. The most expensive items 
are the New York steak and prime rib din­
ners at a relatively rare $4.95 to $5.95, de­
pending on which day you drop in. There's 
also a $3.49 steak special from midnight to 
6 a.m. and a 99-cent breakfast bonanza from 
6-11 a.m. "We served 500 of those the other 
day," Portillo says. 

Marked by a neon "Restaurant" sign, the 
lID-seat dining room is more functional 
than frilly. Brown-tufted vinyl booths line 
the room. Partitioned tables and chairs 
occupy the center, and above are artificial 

SEPT/OCT 87 NEVADA 123 



Rill Inn LoveAgain. 

Autumn. Lake Tahoe's wrapped 
in colors you won't believe. Warm days. 

Crisp nights. It's a perfect time 
to Fall Inn Love Again. 

Discover the warmth and charm 
of our 123 beautiful rooms and suites. 

Our casual dining. And our 
nightly Happy Hour. 

It's Inn Season. At the Lakeside Inn. 

~~!~Joo 
Hwy. 50 at Stateline, Nevada 800-624-7980 
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Rainbow line crew (from left) Gerry Stevens, 
Tony Seger Les Vaughn, and Stewart Downs. 

blooming cherry trees and unpretentious 
wooden chandeliers. 

If the lighting is somewhat subdued, the 
clientele is not. A lot of informally dressed, 
chatty families eat at the Rainbow, and 
many patrons are on a first-name basis with 
the hostess and food servers. Some people 
barely glance at the menus before placing 
their orders. 

Meat-and-potatoes is the bread and 
butter here, as evidenced by the menu: 
chicken pot pie, grilled liver and onions, 
ham steak with grilled pineapple rings and 
mashed potatoes, and ground-round steak. 
There is also a host of sandwiches, from Ie 
croissant to Ie French dip; all of the above 
are $3.50 and under. 

And let's not forget a healthy selection of 
omelets, at around three bucks a pop. 

This evening I got seafood, just for the 
halibut; it turned out to be a golden, grilled 
halibut steak complemented by rice and 
prefaced by a bowl of cheese-broccoli soup. 
My companion ordered the enchiladas fi­
esta, two cheese enchiladas smothered in 
beans and sour cream and topped with 
chips. The dish rivaled anything she had 
eaten in the area's Mexican restaurants. 

At one time it could have been said that 
the 24-hour Rainbow Club restaurant was 
one of the best-kept secrets in the valley. 
That's no longer quite true: Word is getting 
out about this place. Portillo says the res­
taurant serves about 11,000 meals a week, 
with about half the customers coming from 
the Henderson area. He says about 20 per­
cent of his clientele is from Las Vegas, up 
from 5 percent a few years ago. 

"We're getting a lot of Las Vegans out 
here now," Portillo says. "They're finding 
it's worth the drive." Limited parking, 
however, is a reality. We had to park in a 
towaway zone at the post office across the 
street; luckily it was after hours. 

The Rainbow Club has found gas­
tronomical success without a heavy adver­
tising campaign. "We get more word-of­
mouth than anything," Portillo says. 

Word-of-mouth seems the most appro­
priate way to spread the news about a res­
taurant such as this. 

Rob Powers is editor of the Living section of the 
Las Vegas Review-Journal. 
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A Nose Is 
A Nose 
By Julie Quinn 

Deux Gros Nez on Califo rnia Avenue hasn't 
been around very long, but after the theater or a 
good movie, it's the only place to go fo r coffee, 
quiche, and sweets. TnJ it! 

ManJan na Replogle 
Reno, NY 

[QJ 
ining at Deux Gros ez ("Two 

D Big Noses") for the first time can 
be an odd, if not bizarre, experi­
ence. Maybe that's why the menu 

contains several points on how to experience 
Deux Gros Nez. They include: "Please 
don' t trea t the flowers as if they' re yours to 
do with as you plea e"; "We are now a com­
pletely non-smoking roller rink"; and "Feel 
free to salute whenever you hear the 
Duke's- John Wayne's-name." 

Deux Gros Nez is not a roller rink or John 
Wayne museum. It's an unu ual Reno cafe 
that co-owner Tim Hea lion says "is the only 
place you can get an expresso at three in the 
morning or a piece of pie from scratch." 

Loca ted above the Hermitage Ga llery 
and the Cheese Board and Wine Seller on 
California Avenue, Deux Gros ez is in the 
middle of Reno's Lawyer's Lane and about 

The selection of dishes 

and drinks is 

as unusual 

as the atmosphere. 

The proprietors don't have 

sandwiches. They serve 

bread assemblies. 

four blocks from downtown. 
With eight tables and eight stools, the 

cafe can be a tight fit at busy hours. Drinks 
here are served in mason jars. Coke bottles 
serve as vases. Framed Coors Classic bike 
jerseys adorn the walls, and a bicycle hangs 
over the back entrance. A mobile decora ted 
with papier-mache noses hangs from the 
ceiling. In fact, the more you look at this 
place, the more noses you see. Cut out from 
masks, they are large and small, long and 
pug. While you eat, music ranging from 
jazz to gospel or classical to country ema­
nates from speakers high on the wall- and, 
like the menu says, the music is supposed to 
be heard . 

The selection of dishes and drinks is as 
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Deux Gros Nez's tight fi t encourages conversation abou t coffee, noses, and other topics. 

unusual as the atmosphere. The proprie­
tor don' t have sandwiches. They serve 
bread assemblies, ranging from the Acme, 
which is rye or white bread with tomato 
and cheddar, to the Smear David , a crois­
sant with coutrier and tomato. Scones are 
popular breakfast selections tha t the menu 
de cribes as a "not too sweet bu ttery bi cuit 
thing with currants." Focaccia is a chewy 
bread with toppings-the result i similar 
to a really thick pizza. Quiche of the day 
may be made with broccoli , cheese, mush­
rooms, leeks, or other ingredients. The 
price of mo t d ishes is $4 and under( two of 
the focaccias are $5 and $6). 

Of course, Deux Gros ez ha become 
fa mou for its coffees, including rich ex­
presso, French roast, and some milder fl a­
vor . De sert range from frappe, a sort of 
milkshake, to homemade pies and cakes. 
The moist apple cake has whole walnuts 
and fres h apples and i covered with cream. 

Deux Gros Nez is owned by three part­
ners-Healion, who prefers to be ca lled 
Chief; John Jesse, who prefers Johnnie J.; 
and Annette Cole, who goes by Mom. The 
three formerly owned another popular 
Reno ea tery Cochon Volant Cafe, and they 
plan to open another Reno restaurant ca lled 
Mange Avec Bob ("Ea t With Bob") on the 
corner of Fir t and Ralston streets. True to 
form, all of the food servers there will have 
"Bob" on their nametags. 

Deux Gros Nez, whk h is open 24 hours, 
was crea ted after the trio saw a need for a 
place where people could get expresso and 
homemade food after 10 p.m. Despite its 
appearance and similari ty to some Bay 
Area coffee houses, Healion says emphati­
cally "We are not patterned after European 
or Berkeley cafes. We are American." 

When you visit Deux Gros Nez, don' t 
worry if someone sits down at your table. 
It's probably Tim or John or Annette taking 
your order. In fact, if they get too comfort­
able, other diners also may come over to 
your table-to give their orders. But then, 
what can you expect from a place where the 

menu says, "Please don' t feel uncomfort­
able or stupid if you don't know what to 
do." 

Julie Quinn is evada's production editor 

DINING 
G U IDE 

The following directory includes restaurants that re­
ponded to a recent survey and also advertisers. Each 

listing gives sample d ishes; whether breakfast, lunch, or 
d inner (B, L, D) are served; accepted credit c,uds; and if 
reservations are required or recommended. Price 
ranges refer to typica l entree price per person: up to $10 
($), $11 to $20 ($$), $21 to $30 ($$$), and more than $30 
($$$$). To phone, the area code is 702 throughout the 
state. 

LAS VEGAS 
AM ERlCA 

Circus Circus/Skyris 734-0410. Prime rib, teak and 
shrimp. B, L, D. $, major. 

Flamingo Hilton/Lindy's Deli- 733-3111 . Grilled 
Ruehen, ew York steak, marble cheesecake. B, L, D. 
$, major. 

Flamingo Hilton/Flamingo Room- 733-3111. Seafood 
salad bar, fresh fish of the day, veal cutlet Viennoi e. 
B, L, D. $-$$, major. 

Imperial PalacelTeahous 731-3311 . Full coffee shop 
selections. B, L, D. $, major. 

Mint/Food Promenade-3 7-MI NT. Eight different 
food outlets including steak, pizza, Chinese, and 
sa lad bar. B, L, D. $-$$, major. 

Mount Charleston Lodge-Kyle Canyon, 30 miles NW 
of Las Vegas, 368-6899. Escargot omelet, duck with 
black bean sauce. B, L, D. $$$, AE, MC, V, res. 

Sands/Garden Room- 733-5000. Spring chicken, 
sa lmon steak. B, L, D. $$, major. 

Union Plaza/Center Stage-386-2110. Prime rib, Mai ne 
lobster. D. $$, major, res. 

FRENCH/CONTINENTAL 
Alexis Park /Pegasus-375 E. Harmon Ave., 796-3300. 

Roast duckling, escargot. D. $$$$, AE, MC, V, res. 
Bally'siGigi- 739-4651. French, foie de veau saute Gigi, 

cote de veau nouveau Prince Orloff. D. $$$$, major, 
res. 

Barbary CoastlMichael' 737-7111. Spring lamb 
chops with mint jelly, imported Dover sole, 
cha teaubriand for two. D. $$$, major. 

Botany's-1700 E. Aamingo Rd ., 737-6662. Shrimp with 
black hean sauce, Canadian sea sca llops, Kentucky 
chip pie. D. $-$$, major, res. 

Caesars PalacelBacchanal- 731 -7110. Seven-course 
Roman banquet. 0 (closed Tues.-Wed.). $$$$, major, 

Caesars PalaceIPalace Court- 731-7110. Langoustines, 
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WHY 
loOK 

fuRTHER ? 

Steaks • Lobster • Ribs 
Lamb · Banquets • Drinks 

Prime Rib 

849-1500 

Halfway between Carson and Reno 
555 Highway 395 South, Washoe Valley 
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steak Diane. D. $$$$, major, res. 
Four Queens/Hugo's Cellar-385-4011. Veal Dijon­

nai e, rotisserie duckling nambeanise, filet DeBoeuf­
Atlantis. D. $$-$$$, major, re . 

FrontierlDiamond Jim's-73l1-0110. Roast prime rib 
with Yorkshire pudding, veal Francaise. D (closed 
Mon.-Tues.) $$$S, major, res. 

Golden NuggetlElaine' 385-7111. Veal chop, brace 
of quail. D. $$$$, major, res. 

Lady Luck/Burgundy Room-384-4680. Coquille St. 
jacq ues provencale, tournedos Rossini. D. $$, major, 
res. 

Las Vegas HiitonlLe Montrachet-732-5111. Dover 
ole, medallions of veal, extensive wine list. D. $$$$, 

major, res. 
Marina/Captain's Cabin-739-1500. Veal chop with 

bou rbon sauce, scampi a la maison, chateaubriand. 
D. $$$, major. 

Riviera/Delmonico's-734-5110. Moule Dijonnaise, 
bouillabaisse. D. $$$$, major, res. 

Sahara/House of Lord 737-2111. Steak Diane, roast 
rack of lamb noueri e, Long I land duckling Iingon­
berry. D. $$$, major. 

Sands/Regency Room-733-5OO0. Scampi provencale, 
beef Wellington, quails poele a la dodine. D. $$$­
$$$$, major. 

Tropicana/Rhapsody-739-2222. Dover sole, clams 
casino. D. $$$$, major, res. 

GERMA 
Alpine Village Inn-3OO3 Paradise Rd ., 734-6888. Roast 

chicken, St. Moritz schnitzel, sing-a-Iongs nightly. D. 
$$, major, res. 

Bavarian Chalet-343O E. Tropicana, 451 -7501. jager­
schnitzel. apple trudel. L, D (closed Sun.). $$$, major 
except DC, res. 

Waldemar' 2202 W. harleston, 386-1995. Veal rou­
laden, chicken la mar. L, D. $-$$, major. 

ITALIA 
Bally's/Caruso's-739-4656. Saltimbocca alia Romana, 

novello alia Vesuvio. D. $$$, major, res. 
The Bootlegger-5025 S. Eastern, 736-4939. Veal Lor­

raine, veal in Cre(lln and wine sa lice, seafood diabolo 
with linguine, angel hair pasta . L, D (closed Mon.). $­
$$, major. 

Fortunato's-3430 E. Tropicana Ave., 458-3333. Shrimp 
Ita liano, chicken angelo. L, D. $, major. 

Golden uggetlStefano's-385-7111 . Unique pastas, 
cioppino. L (except Sun.), D. $$$$, major, res. 

Manfrede's Limelight-2340 E. Tropicana, 739-1410. 
Veal marsala , linguini tullo mare, campi diavolo. D. 
$$, major, res. 

Palace StationlPasta Palac Off 1-15,367-2411. Spa­
ghetti, linguine. D. $, M ,V. 

TropicanalRhaposody-739-2222. Scampi and smoked 
salmon, northern Italian cuisine, sau teed veal, French 
cui ine also. D. $$$$, major, res. 

Two Guys from ltaly- 1280S. Decatur,870-5192.Ciop­
pino, fettucine specialties, eastern milkf d veal. L, D. 
$$, major. 

MEXICA 
Hacienda Hotel/La Cocina-739-8911 . Taco salad, sea­

food stir-fry. B, L, D. $, major. 
Sam's TownIWillie and jose' 5111 Boulder Hwy., 

456-7777. Enchiladas, rellenos de Cangrejo. D. $, AE, 
MC, V. 

Taqueria Mexico-1 612 Civic Center Dr., orth Las 
Vegas, 649-7000. Posole, menudo. L, D (clo ed Tues.). 
$, major. 

OR IE TAL 
Bally'slTracy' 739-4930. Kung paogai, mongongow. 

D. $$$, major. 
Eli and Wong's-411 0 S. Maryland Pkwy., 737-3400. 

More than 600 Italian and Chinese items. B, L, D. $$, 
major. 

Flamingo HiitonlPeking Market-733-3111. ine-
course family dinner, lemon chicken and lobster 
Cantonese. D. $, major. 

Imperial Palace/Ming Terrac 731-3311. Shrimp egg 
foo young, almond duck. L, D. $$$, major, res. 

Las Vegas HiltonlBenihana Village-732-5111. Four 
restaurants: tempura, robata, sukiyaki, hibachi; ani­
mated show. D. $$$, major, re . 

RivieralRik'shaw-734-5110. Fine Cantonese cuisine. 
D. $, major, res. 

SaharaIDon the Beachcomber-737-2111. Specializing 
in Polynesian dishes. Shrimp Hong Kong, bahala na 
combo. D. $$, AE, MC, V. 

Tokyo Japanese-953 E. Sahara, 735-7070. Sushi hiba­
chi tempura. L (Mon.-Fri.), D. $$, major. 

TropicanalMizuno's Teppan Dining-739-2222. Tem-

pura, hibachi . D. $$$, major, res. 
SURF AND TURF 

Bally's/Barrymore's-739-4661. Roast rack of lamb, 
prime rib, assorted seafoods on ice. D. $$$, major, res. 

Bourbon StreetlFrench Market- 120 E. Flamingo, 737-
7200. Cajun food , chicken, seafood. B, L, D. $$, major. 

Circus Circus/Steak House-734-0410. Steak, prime 
rib, lobster, seafood appetizers nown in fresh daily. 
D. $$, major, res. 

Flamingo HiitonlBeef Barron-733-3111. Prime rib 
specia l, chateaubriand, crisp roast duck. D. $$-$$$, 
major. 

Gold Strike InnlBill 'sSteak House- Between Boulder 
City and Hoover Dam, 293-5000. Steaks, lobster. B, L, 
D. $$, major. 

Golden Corral-4711 Spring Mountain Rd., 367-6703. 
Sirloin, filet mignon, shrimp. L, D. $, major. 

Golden Steer-308 W. Sahara, 384-4470. Pepper steak, 
game dishes. D. $$$, AE, DC, MC, V res. 

Hacienda Hotel/Charcoal Room-739-8911. Veal chop, 
queen and king filet mignon, mesquite-broiled sea­
food. D. $$$, major. 

Holiday Casino/Claudine's-369-5OO0. Steaks and 
seafood, op n kitchen, piano bar nearby, excellent 
wi ne list. D. $$, major, res. 

Landmark/Sunset Room-733-1110. Choice seafood, 
prime rib and steak. D. $$$, major. 

Marina/Port of Call-739-15oo. Shrimp and seafood 
VenicCQ, Ala ka king crab legs, prime rib. D. $$, 
major. 

Starboard Tack-2601 Atlantic, 457-8794. Seafood, 
salad bar. L, D. $$, major. 

StardustlMoby Dick-3ooo Las Vegas Blvd. 5., 732-
6111. Roast prime rib, chicken angelo, shrimp 
sca mpi . D. $, major. 

The Tillerman-2245 E. Flamingo Rd., 731-4036. Sole, 
bay sca llops in cream sauce, Cajun swordfish. D. $$, 
major. 

LAUGHLIN 
Del Webb's Nevada Club/Wheelhouse Coffee Shop-

298-2512. Breakfasts, steak and lobster. B, L, D. $, MC, 
V. 

EdgewaterlThe Embers-298-2453. Steak, seafood, 
prime rib, stockyard midwestern beef. D. $$, major, 
res. 

Riverside/Gourmet Room-298-2535. Chateaubriand, 
Cajun dishes, steak and quail, rack of lamb. D. $$, 
major, res. 

Sam's Town Gold River/Sutter's MiII-298-2242. 
Mesquite-broiled steaks. Brunch SM.-Sun. D. $$, AE, 
MC,V. 

RENO-CARSON AREA 
AMERICAN 

Bailywick' 124 Wonder St. , 786-7154. Gourmet 
hamburgers and fries, sundeck. L,D. $, major. 

Boomtown- I-80 at Verdi, 345-6000. Changing buffet, 
regular menu. B, L, D. $, major. 

Carson Valley InnlKatie's-Minden, 782-9711. Four­
course prime rib dinner, steak and lobster, half­
pound burger . B, L, D. $, major. 

Comstock Hotel/Miner's Cafe-2oo W. 2nd St., 329-
1880.0ne-pound ewYork teak dinner. 24 hour .$, 
major. 

Delta Restaurant- Virginia City, 847-0353. Hamburg­
ers, 5<1ndwiches, breakfasts. B, L, D. $. 

Doc and Eddy' 515 ichols, Sparks, 355-8636. Sea­
food burger, nachos. B, L, D. $$, major. 

Eggception-Gardnerville, 782-8690. Quiche, Tarragon 
snapper, lemon ga rlic chicken. B, L. $, no Cc. 

Eldorado/Mardi Gras-786-57oo. English sole, shrimp 
sa lad crois ant sandwich, won ton soup. B, L, D. $, 
major. 

Harolds C1 ub/Nickelodeon-329-0881. Chinese, cus­
tom omelets. B, L, D. $, major. 

Harrah's/Garden Room-786-3232. Eggs Benedict, 
avocado clubhouse, triple dragon. B, L, D. $, major. 

Harrah's/Skyway-7 6-3232. Buffets, Sunday brunch. 
B, L, D. $$, major. 

Holiday InnlGreenhouse-5851 S. Virginia St., 825-
2940. Sand wiches, burgers, dinners. B, L, D. $, major. 

John Ascuaga's uggetlGeneral Store-Sparks, 356-
3300. Prime rib, giant apple pancake, seafood Louis. 
B, L, D. $, major. 

John Ascuaga's NuggetlRotisserie-356-3300. Buffet 
with menu that includes rack of lamb and scampi, 
Sunday brunch. L, D. $-$$, major. 



Juicy's Giant Hamburgers-3280 S. Virginia St., 825-
2770, and Wells at Ryland, 322-2600, Reno; Glendale 
at McCarran, 883-5600, Sparks; U.S. 395 at Winnie, 
883-5600, Carson City. Cheeseburgers, baked 
chicken, breakfast. B, L, D. $. 

Julia C. Bulette Saloon and Cafe-Virginia City, 847-
9991. Variety of omelets, sandwiches, pizza from 
scratch. B, L, D. $, no Cc. 

Ormsby House/Comstock-Carson City, 882-1890. 
Juicy burgers, prime rib, all-day breakfast menu. B, L, 
D. $,major. 

PeppermilllCoffee Shop-2701 S. Virginia St., 826-
2121. Fruit salads, vegetarian lasagna, gourmet 
omelets. B, L, D. $$, major. 

Sharkey's Nugget-Gardnerville, 782-3133. Prime rib 
is house specialty. B, L, D. $, no Cc. 

Walley's Hot Springs Resort-South of Genoa on 
Foothill Rd., 883-6556 or 782-8155. Prime rib, lobster 
tail, chicken Chardonnay. L, D. $$, AE, MC, V, res. 

BASQUE 
Carson Valley Country Club-U.S. 395 two miles 

south of Gardnerville, 265-3715. Tongue stew, crab 
sandwich, cabbage soup. L (except Sun.), D. $-$$. 

J&T Bar-Gardnerville, 782-2074. Top sirloin steak, 
oxtail, tongue stew, chicken and rice. L, 0 (closed 
Sun.). $$, no Cc. 

Louis' Basque Corner-301 E. 4th St., Reno, 323-7203. 
Sweetbreads, tripe, paella, other seafood dishes. L, O. 
$$, major, res. 

Overland Hotel-Gardnerville, 782-2138. Lamb chops, 
steak, chicken, homemade French fries. L, 0 (closed 
Mon.). $$, MC, V. 

Santa Fe Hotel-235 Lake St., Reno, 323-1891. Chops, 
chicken, stew, Basque card games. L, O. $$, no Cc. 

FRENCH/CONTINENTAL 
Adele's-1112 N. Carson St., Carson City, 882-3353. 

Continental San Francisco style, 75 dinner entrees, 
fresh seafood, announced specials, 400 wines. L, O. 
$$-$$$. MC, V, res. 

Bally'slCafe Gigi-789-2266. French, cracked crab, 
snails, lobster bisque, chateaubriand, veal Oscar. O. 
$$$$, major, res. 

EldoradolThe Vintage-786-5700. Fresh Sonoma 
duckling, chateaubriand, prawns amaretto, exten-

aaaN'I'RY 
awl 

& MOTEL 

Everyone will love Bruno's 
on-site family restaurant 

Breakfast, lunch & great 
dinners 

Unbelievable house 
specialties: like homemade 
raviolis and rib steaks 

We have 52 deluxe rooms, 
plus slots and cocktails 

Come visit Gerlach ... Home 
of the landspeed record. 

702/557-2220 
P.o . Box 70 

Gerlach, NV 89412 

sive wine list. O. $$, major, res. 
Harrah'slSteak House-786-3232. Steak ~iane, fresh 

fish daily, roast rack of lamb. L (Mon.-Fri .), O. $$$, 
major, res. 

La Table Francaise-3065 W. 4th St., 323-3200. French, 
Mobil 4-star restaurant. 0 (closed Sun.-Mon.). $$$, 
major, res. 

OG's Classic Cuisine-442 Flint, 329-1173. Pheasant, 
trout, flaming dishes served tableside, set in Victo­
rian home. L, O. $$$, major, res. 

Ormsby House/Woody's-Carson City, 882-1890. 
Rack of lamb persillade, veal Cordon Bleu. L (Tues.­
Fri.), 0 (Tues.-Sat.). $$-$$$, major. 

Reno Hilton/Top of the Hilton-322-1111. Continen­
tal, steak Diane, veal Oscar, bouillabaisse. O. $$$, 
major, res. 

ITALIAN 
BaHy's/Caruso's-789-2267. Fresh oysters, canneloni, 

calamari. O. $$$, major, res. 
Eldorado/La Strada- 786-5700. Saltimbocca, gnocchi al 

pesto, raviolli verdi con spinaci. 0 nightly. $$, major 
res. 

Leonardo's-2450 S. Virginia St., 827-6200. Northern 
Italian, veal, steak, seafood, pasta. Nightly 4-course 
special. O. $$-$$$, major, res. 

Marrone's-2729 N. Carson St., Carson City, 883-7044. 
Design your own dish from selection of pastas and 
sauces. L, O. $-$$, major. 

Silvan a's-1301 N. Carson St., Carson City, 883-5100. 
Gnocchi al pesto Norma, veal and crab Daniela. $-$$. 

MEXICAN 
EI Charro Avitia-4389 S. Carson St., Carson City, 883-

6261. Flauta, chimichanga, combinations, margari­
tas. L (Mon.-Fri.), O. $$, AE, MC, V. 

Pipeline Inn- 1681 Hwy. 395, Minden, 782-7408. 
Shrimp and crabmeat tostadas, quesadillas, Spanish 
omelets, fried ice cream. L, O. $, major. 

Western Village/Pancho and Will ie's-Off 1-80, 
Sparks, 331 -1069. Fajitas, chili verde. L (res.), O. $$, 
major. 

ORIENTAL 
Bally's/China Seas- 789-2268. Mandarin shrimp, 

Mongolian beef, cashew chicken. 0 (closed Mon.­
Tues.). $$, major, res. 

LOUIS & LORRAIN E ER REGUI BLE 'S 

REAL 
BASQUE 
REVELRY 

AUTHENTIC BASaUE FOODS 
SERVED FAMILY STYLE 

LUNCHEON 11 :30-2:00 · DINNER FROM 6PM 

PRIVATE DINING ROOM FOR SPECIAL PARTIES 

Honoring 
AMERICAN EXPRESS • VISA 

MASTERCARD • CARTE BLANCHE 

PHONE 323-7203 
301 EAST FOURTH STREET 
FREE PARKING JUST 3 BLOCKS FROM CASINOS 

" RENO'S MOST UNIQUE 
DINING EXPERIENCE" 

John Ascuaga's Nuggetffrader Dick's-Sparks, 356-
3300. Cashew chicken, Szechwan specialities, flam­
ing dagger brochette. L, O. $$, major. 

Mandarin-5089 S. McCarran Blvd., 827-0222. Seafood 
sizzling plate, strawberry chicken. L, O. $$, major. 

Miramar House-202 Fairview Dr., Carson City, 882-
0262. Pu pu platter, Thai. L, O. $, major. 

Panda Kitchen- 2416 Hwy. 50 E., Carson City, 882-
8128. Peking shrimp, house special duck, Mandarin 
and Szechwan. L, O. $, MC, V. 

SURF AND TURF 
Bally'slBounty-789-2000. Steamed clams, cracked 

half crab, oysters. L, O. $, major. 
Bally's/Steak House-789-2270. Broiled T-bone steak, 

Columbia River salmon. L (except Sat.-Sun.), 0 (ex­
cept Sun.-Mon.). $, major. 

Carson NuggeVSteak House-882-1626. Steaks and 
seafood. O. $$, major. 

Cattlemen's-555 Hwy. 395 S. in Washoe Valley, 849-
1500. Sirloin, filet mignon, lobster, Alaska king crab. 
O. $$, AE, MC, V. 

Circus Circus/Hickory Pit- 329-0711. One-pound 
prime rib, New York steak. O. $$, major. 

Harolds ClublThe Presid ential Car-329-0881. Steak, 
lobster, shrimp, veal Oscar. O. $$, AE, MC, V, res. 

Harrah 's/Seafare-786-3232. Fresh fish specials, ca­
lamari, lobster tail, veal parmigiana, eggplant Ro­
mano. L, O. $$$, major, res. 

Heiss'- 107 E. Telegraph St., Carson City, 882-9012. 
Petite filet, Alaska king crab. L, O. $$, major. 

Inn Cogn ito-Genoa, 782-8898. Calamari, scallops 
Suzanne. 0 (closed Tues.). $$, major. 

John Ascuaga's NuggeVJohn's Oyster Bar- Sparks, 
356-3300. Lazyman's cioppino, seafood stews. L, O. 
$$, major. 

John Ascuaga's NuggeVSteak House-Sparks, 356-
3300. Prime rib, steak and lobster, snapper, shrimp 
Louis. L, O. $$, major. 

Liberty Belle-4250 S. Virginia St., 825-1776. Prime rib, 
famous spinach salad. L, O. $$, major. 

MacKay's-336 Mill St., 348-6222. Marinated lamb 
chops, fresh seafood, sandwiches, scotch bar. L 
(Mon.-Fri.), O. $$, AE, MC, V, res. 

Western Village/Steakhouse-Off 1-80, Sparks, 331-

VOTED BEST IN RENO 
& WE DELIVER! 

Locations : 
3280 S. Virginia St., Reno 

(702) 825-2770 
Wells at Ryland , Reno 

(702) 322-2600 
Glendale at McCarran, Sparks 

(702) 358-7300 
395 At Winnie, Carson City 

(702) 883-'5600 
Highway 50 and Tahoe Keys Blvd. 

South Lake Tahoe 
(916) 544-8133 
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1069. Prime rib, Australian lobster, veal scallopini, 
steak Diane. D. $, major. 

LAKE TAHOE 
AMERICAN 

Caesars Tahoe/Cafe Roma-Stateline, 588-3515. Lamb 
chops, prime rib. B, L, D. $-$$$, major. 

Fire Sign Cafe-Tahoe City, CA., 916-583-0871. 
Huevos rancheros, crepes. B, L. $, major. 

Harrah's TahoelForest-Stateline, 588-6611. Honey­
dipped fried chicken, veal stew madeira, mahi mahi. 
B, L, D. $$$, major. 

Harrah's Tahoe/Sierra-Stateline, 588-6611. Daily spe­
cia ls, Chinese entrees. B, L, D. $$, major. 

Harvey's/Cafe Metro-Stateline, 588-2411. European 
sweet shop, coffees. B, L, D. $, major. 

High Sierra/Sugar Pine Bistro-Stateline, 588-6211. 
Croissants, quiche, special coffees. B, L, D. $, major. 

High Sierra/Chicken and Rib Bam-Stateline, 588-
6211 . Baby back ribs, chicken, rib-eye steak. D. $, 
major. 

FRENCH/CONTINENTAL 
Christy Hilllnn-Olympic Valley, CA., 916-583-8551. 

B, L, D. $$$, major, res. 
Harrah's Tahoerrhe Summit-Stateline, 588-6611. 

Cajun blackened red fish, filet mignon, bananas Fos­
ter. D. $$$$, major, res. 

Harvey's/Sage Room-Stateline, 588-2411. Rack of 
lamb persille, prime dry-aged cuts of beef, beef Well­
ington. D. $$$, major. 

Harvey'srrop of the Wheel-Stateline, 588-2411. Con­
tinen tal cuisine, mahi mahi with macadamia bour­
bon. D. $$$, major, res. 

High Sierra/Stetson's-Stateline, 588-6211. Rack of 

Bed and Breakfast 

Guest Raocb In wick open counuy .. Humbold. 
Mountalno. Hlklna. 1IohIna. aplortna poe. _ . g ' Hot .prlnp nearby. Weddlnp. 

. (702) S38-7S8S 
O.P.G. Unionville #79. NV 894 18 

X-COUNTRY SKI" 
BI'CKS lAKE WII.DERNESS AREA 
1 N,~hl" lod~1I1~ Mt·.ll ... . 

'k" '",',u,"n/Guoe'" $?2 . 
I~""'" ' .. . 

~C. r. I:)c~ I1lealed in F ... lher lin ... Com"" 
, "'>r Cdll Of wlIl(' for Ir('p brochure (91&) 28J·OlOi 

L. P 0 Boll. 1200. QUincy. ("A 959 71 

Exploration 

LOVELOCK 
The ., of NCV2da 

(90 Miles East of Reno on 1·80) 

Historic Round Court House & Other 
Vintage Buildings • Original Train Station 

Museums-Tub Rock Park • Ghost & 
Mining Towns· Swimming Pool and Park 
Hunting • Fishing • Camping • Boating 

Penhlna County CoDftndon 
a VUltors Center 

P.O. Box 986 
Lovelock. NY. 89419 

(702) 273·7144 
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lamb, chateaubriand. D. $$$, major. 
Hyatt/Hugo's-Incline, 831-1111 . Five-star duckling, 

fresh seafood, lamb. D. $$$, major. 
ITALL4N 

Caesars TahoelPrimavera- Stateline, 588-3515. Sea­
food frittata, Primavera extravaganza pizza, Italian 
crepe. B, L, D. $$, major, res. 

M EXICAN 
Hacienda de la Sierra-931 Tahoe Blvd., Incline, 831-

8300. Fajitas, chimichangas, combina tion plates. D. $, 
AE, MC, V. 

Harvey's/EI Vaquero-Stateline, 588-2411. Camerones 
Veracruz, carnitas. L, D. $$, major. 

ORIENTAL 
Caesars TahoelEmpress Court-Stateline, 588-3515. 

Szechwan, Mandarin. D. $$, major, res. 
SURF AND TURF 

Caesars Tahoe/Broiler Room-Stateline, 588-3515. D. 
$$$, major, res. for large pa rties. 

Fresh Ketch-Tahoe Keys Marina, South Lake Tahoe, 
CA. 916-541-5683. Live Maine lobster, fresh fish , rack 
of lamb. L, D. $-$$. AE, MC, V, res. 

Harrah's TahoelFriday's Station-Stateline, 588-6611. 
Fresh fish, steaks. L, D. $$$, major, res. 

Harvey's/Seafood Grotto-Stateline, 588-2411. Wide 
seafood selection. L, D. $$$, major. 

ELKO 
AMERlCAN 

Commerical HoteI-738-3181. Breakfasts, specials, 
dining room. B, L, D. $, major. 

Red Lion Inn-738-2111. Coffee shop and gourmet 
restaurant. B, L, D. $-$$, major. 

Stockmen's Molor Holel-738-5141. Casino coffee 
shop, evening dinner house. B, L, D. $-$$, major. 

Galleries 
C1J 

FEATS OF CLAY 
20-C Hillcrest Drive 
Reno, Nevada BS50S 

I, Pottery for Every Tast~ 

General Mdse. 
ELKO 

GENERAL MERCHANDISE 
"Anacabe's"-50 years of 

quality at fair prices! 

Carhartt/ Levi/Wrangler 
Tony Lama/ Santa Rosa 

Ghost Towns 

Lee/ LaCrosse 

White Boots 
Wilson Boots 

Stewart Boots 

In·stock & 
made-to-order 

416 Idaho Street 
Elko, NV. 89801 
(702) 738·3295 

See the NEVADA GHOST TOWNS as they were in 
the 1800's and as they are now. Leam 
the history of the GHOST TOWNS and the people 
II;ho lived there. Visit the NEVADA GHOST TOWNS 
from the comfort of your own living room. 

Send $39.95 to: 
NEVADA GHOST TOWN VIDEO 

P.O. BOX 5995 
RENO, NV 89513 

(Please specify VHS or BETA) 

AROUND THE STATE 
Bruno's Country C1ub-Gerlach, 557-2220. Home­

made ravioli and sauce, rib steak. B, L, D. $, Major. 
Cactus Pete'slPlateau Room- Jackpot, 800-821-3935 in 

Nev., 800-821-1103 outside Nev. Shrimp flambe, 
steaks. D. $$, major. 

Carol's Country Kitchen and Tea Room-Austin, 964-
2493. Beef stew, fried chicken, steaks. B, L, D. $, major. 

Ely Hotel-765 Aultman St., Ely, 289-9900. Basque, 
steaks, lamb, pork. D (closed Sun.) . $$, no Cc. 

Evah 's Copper Queen-Ely, 289-4271. Prime rib, 
prawns, Mexican dishes. B, L, D. $-$$, major. 

Fallon Nugget-Fallon, 423-3111. Buffets, specia ls. B, L, 
D. $-$$, major. 

Lee's Restaurant/Old Fogy's Bar-Dayton, 246-3435. 
Green chili burrito, steak. B, L, D (closed Tues.). $-$$. 

Martin Holel-Railroad and Melarkey, Winnemucca, 
623-3197. Basque, liver and onions. L, D. $$, MC, V. 

Ormachea's Dinner House- U.s. 95 and Melarkey, 
Winnemucca, 623-3455. Basque, steak, chicken, ox­
tail soup. D (closed Sun.-Mon.). $, Me. V. 

Peppermill-Mesquite, 346-5232. Specials, Sunday 
champagne brunch. B, L, D. $$, major. 

Station HouselWhistJe Slop-Tonopah, 482-9777. 
Hamburgers, steak, seafood. B, L, D. $, AE, MC, V. 

Stockman's/Nevada Room- Reno Hwy., Fallon, 423-
2117. Steak and lobster, prime rib, hot and cold spe­
cials. B (weekends), L, D. $-$$, major, res. 

Whiskey Pete's/Bushwacker Steakhouse-I-15 near 
Nev.-Calif. border, 382-4388. Porterhouse, prime rib, 
trout almondine. D. $-$$, major. 

Winnemucca HOleI-95 Bridge St., Winnemucca, 623-
2908. Basque, steak, lamb. L, D. $, MC, V, DC. 

Winners/Grandma's House-Winnemucca, 623-2511. 
Steak, prime rib, lobsler. D. $-$$, major. 

Maps 
Explore old town sites with 

PRECISE MAPS OF OLD WESTERN TOWNS 
Large pnnls of Ihousands of delalled fire Insurance maps are 
available for 52 a sheel from our slandard library 35mm 
microfilm. For ordenng mformallon on eilher Ihe pnnls or Ihe 
reels, wnle: 
VLAD SHKURKIN, PUBLISHER (415) 232·7742 

6025 Rose Arbor, San Pablo, CA 94806 

Rentals 

Lake Tahoe Accommodations 
-Luxury waterfront rentals 
-Woodsy cabins 
-Well-appointed condos 
-Luxurious homes 
-Por reservations or color 
brochures, 

call 
800-228-6921 
or write p.o. Box 772Z\.'>S!, .... 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 95731 

Restaurants 

Something for everyone 

PLUS THE GREATEST 
AND FINEST 

PRIME RIB IN THE WORLD 
Hwy.395 

Gardnerville, Nevada 



I 
Classifieds 

BOOKS 

A MINER'S CHRISTMAS CAROL. A long neglected 
collection of humorous mining sketches written by 
Samuel P. Davis-comic raconteur of the American 
West, editor of the Carson City Morning Appea/, Nevada 
state controller, contemporary of Mark Twain and politi· 
cal ally of William Jennings Bryan. Western Tanager 
Press, 1111 Pacific Ave., Santa Cruz, CA. 95060. 
$10.95 postpaid. 

OUT OF PRINT Nevada books, and maps. 120 emi· 
grant, ghost, lost mines, desert and history books avail· 
able. Send 50 cents for 3 catalogs. Nevada Publica· 
tions, 4135 Badger Cir., Reno, NV. 89509 or call (702) 
747·0800. 

" TALES OF TAHOE" by David Stollery, Lake Tahoe 
newspaper columnist. Fifth printing. 250 pages of 
Tahoe history and legend. Illustrated. Order from David 
Stollery, P.O . Box 1792, Encino, CA. 91316. $10.80 
postpaid. 

" COPPER TIMES," Ely's 1987 Centennial book by 
Jack Fleming. mail $14.50 to Copper Times , Nev. Nat'l 
Bank, Box 329, Ely, NV. 89301 . 

FREE! To extent of current supply. Bookettes on North· 
eastern Nevada. Also, fishing and rockhounding maps. 
Write : Carl Hayden, Box 528, Jackpot. NV. 89825. 

NEVADA & THE WEST. Send SASE for list of books on 
ghost towns. prostitution, lost mines, cookbooks, etc. 
McDonald Publishing, Box 1681. Medford. OR. 97501 . 

HOW TO TRACE YOUR ROOTS. The Beginner's 
Guide + 4 Generation Genealogical Workbook. $9.95 to 
GSC, Box 274. Pleasant Grove. UT 84062. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

NEW IDEA? Innovation Center in Washington, D.C. will 

Index to Advertisers 

A· l Casino Collectables ................................................... 97 
Alpine County Chamber of Commerce ................... 1 01 
American Boot Company ................................................ 31 
Bally's Reno ............................................................................. 2 
Bank Club ................................................................................. 8 
Basalite .................................................................................... 78 
Boulder City Chamber of Commerce ......................... 20 
Bowser Realty .................................................................... 117 
Bruno 's Country Club/Gerlach .................................... 127 
Cal Nev Ari Casino ............................................................. 24 
Carson City Chamber of Commerce ....... _ .... _ ...... 101 
Carson City Tourism .......... _ ................................. _ .......... ll 
Carson Valley Inn .................................................. _ ........... 32 
Cattlemens .......................................................................... 126 
Century 211Clark Properties .............. _._ .. _ .... _ ....... 119 

Circle Realty ....................................................................... 121 
Circus Circus ............................................................... _ ......... 9 
Classified Section ............................................................. 129 
Coldwell Bankerlltildo ............................................ _ ..... 116 
Colorado Belle ................................................................... 1 05 

assist you through Research and Deve/opment! Free 
kit-l ·800·257 ·7800. 

BUY YEAR-ROUND VACATION HOMES and lots on 
Lake McConaughy, Ogallala. Nebraska. Lake·view 
Development. Box 52. Brule. NE. 69127. 

JEWELRY 

LEONARD LUDEL, Diamond Cutter. Our diamonds cut 
in Nevada. Fine jewelry. By appt. Gardnerville. NV. 
(702) 782-2646. 

MAPS 

NEVADA GHOST TOWN MAP. Over 350 ghost towns 
on Nevada topo map. Send $3 to : Ghost Town Map, 
P.O. Box 5995, Reno. NV. 89513. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

" CHRISTMAS ON THE DESERT." Give the spirit of 
Christmas-Nevada style. An original poem. never 
before published. about the Nevada desert and its 
people. Reproduced on parchment paper in Old West 
print. suitable for framing. Send check for $5 ea. or $12 
for 3, to Jack Presson, P.O. Box 1333. Roseville, CA. 
95661 . 

ROADSIDE GEOLOGY OF U.S. 80 BETWEEN SALT 
LAKE CITY AND SAN FRANCISCO by W . Kenneth 
Hamblin & J . Keith Rigby. 52pp. $4 ppd. Discover the 
meaning behind the landscape. Lots of colorful maps 
and photos. American Geological Institute, 4220 King 
St. , Alexandria, VA. 22302· 1507. 

HELP WANTED OUTSTANDING CAREER OP· 
PORTUNITY. Nevada Magazine is looking for experi· 
enced Account Executives to work on a commission 
basis in the Las Vegas, Southern Nevada area or the 
Lake Tahoe area. Please send letter and resume to : 
Nevada Magazine. Advert ising Director, Capitol Com· 
plex, Carson City, NV. 89710 or call (702)885·5416. 

Desert Mountain Realty .................................................. 118 
Don Denkers Real Estate .............................................. 118 
Durkee Travel ........................................................................ 24 
E&R Realty .......................................................................... 118 
Edgewater Hotel.. ............................................................. l 08 
Eldorado Hotel.. ................................................................. 123 
Ethel M Chocolates ............................................................ 33 
Fallen Leaf ............................................................................. 77 
First Interstate Bank of Nevada .............................. 94·95 
Foster Realty ....................................................................... 118 
Four Queens ......................................................................... 1 0 
Gambling Bookstore .......................................................... 84 
Golden Fleece ...................................................................... 84 
Harolds Club ............................................................... _ .. _ .. 97 
Harrah·s .................................................................................. 41 
Hilton Hotel. ........................................................................ 132 
Holiday Casino .................................................................. 131 
Howard Hughes Propertles .............................................. .4 
Imperial Palace .................................................................... 81 
Incline at Tahoe Real Estate ......................................... 120 
Jaycees State Falr... ............................................................ 16 
Lakeside Inn ....................................................................... 124 
Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority ......................................... 37 
Las Vegas Convention Authority ................................ 113 
Las Vegas Museum of Natural Hlstory ...................... _6 
Leanin ' Tree Greeting Cards ................................... .42·44 
L1oyd's Int'l Rent·A·Car ..................................................... 30 
Louis' Basque Corner. .................................................... 127 
McCarran Int 'l Airport .............................................. _ ....... 68 
Marketplace Section ........................................................ 128 
Wilbur D. May Attractions ......................................... _ .... 64 
Montara Meadows .................................................. _._ .. _ ... 3 
Mountain View ManagemenL .................................... 118 
National Finals Rodeo ......................................................... 8 
Bob Nelson Realty ........................................................... 116 
Nevada Beef CounciL ...................................................... 52 
Nevada Carriage ................................................................. 23 

JUMPATTRE 
CRANCE ... 

TO SEE 
MASTERPIECES 
OF THE 
AMERICAN 
WEST Paintings from 

the Anschutz Collection 

SEPT. 26-NOV 8 
AT THE SIERRA NEVADA 
MUSEUM OF ART 
549 COURT STREET, RENO 
AND THE 
NEVADA HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 
1650 N. VIRGINIA ST., RENO 

Sponsored by the 
Associated Anesthesiologists of Reno 
with additional support from the 
Nevada State Council on the Arts 

Nevada First ThrlfL .............................................................. 7 
Nevada National Bank ...................................................... 15 
Nevada Opera ...................................................................... 13 
Nev Ida Propertles ................................................ _ ........ 117 
Nevada Propertles ........................................................... 119 
Nevada TOurlsm ................................................................... 12 
John Ascuaga's NuggeL ............................................... 92 
Ormsby House ..................................................................... 23 
Pahrump Chamber of Commerce .................................. 6 
Parker's Western Wear ..................................................... 14 
Peppermlll Inn ...................................................................... 76 
Peppermlll Country ............................................................. 36 
Pipeline Inn ......................................................................... 126 
Planet X Pottery ................................................................... 24 
Plummer Canepa Realty ............................................... 117 
Real Log Homes ............................................ _._._ ........ 119 
Realty 500/Gelssler... ....................................................... 116 
Realty 500/Luclnl & AssOCiates .................................. 120 
Reno/Sparks Convention Authorlty .............................. 28 
Resorts Int' llTa) Mahal.. ..................................................... 73 
RiverSide HoteIlCaslno ...................................................... 21 
Sam's Town/Gold Rlver. ................................................... 79 
FeliX Sanchez Prlnts ........................................................... 84 
Security Bank of Nevada ................................................ 14 
Sierra Nevada Stage Unes ............................................. 22 
Sierra RV Rentals ................................................................ 47 

Stardust Hotel... ................................................................. l08 
StatIOn HouselTonopah .................................................. l0l 
Tlcor Title Company ........................................................ 121 
Truckee River Lodglng .................................... _ .. _ .......... 64 
Undermountaln Press ............................. _ ....... _ ..... _ .. 85 
The Vault Incorporated ................................................... 112 
Virginia City Camel Races ............................................... 31 
Wendover Convention Authorlty ........................... _ ..... 92 
Western Art Roundup ..................................................... 1 01 
Whiskey Pete's Castle ............................... _ ..... _ ........... l 07 
Winnemucca Convention Bureau ................................. 22 
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10 GREAT 

The Endless Autumn 
Did your summer go too fast, too? Here 

are 10 great ways to give summer 

I Ai\. I g.in" the bette, wi,h" of yom 
spouse, your kids, and your 
therapist, you somehow man­
aged to fritter the whole summer 

away. Sure, you planned to go to the beach 
a few times, and maybe go camping, but the 
warm, lazy days ofJuly and August slipped 
serenely by before you knew it. 

But take heart. Fall is here, and some 
summer activities actually are more fun in 
the fall . So, for those of us who have some 
summer things left to do, here are 10 great 
ways to enjoy both seasons at once. 

1. Take a tour of Tahoe. Fall is the ideal 
time to visit the lake. All the masses have 
gone back to school, leaving uncrowded 
roads, shops, and beaches. In September 
the brave can still swim, and the sun is 
warm enough for tanners. The autumn 
weather also helps bring out the rugged 
windblown look that many Tahoe lovers 
adopt just before ski season. 

2. Go camping at Valley of Fire. With 
sandstone cliffs clustered like giant red 
potatoes, this state park northeast of Las 
Vegas looks as if it could be on Mars. In 
summer it's as hot as a red planet, too. But 
as the nights cool and the days become less 
furnace-like, you can take a day or a week to 
marvel at the exceptional landscape, see 
some petroglyphs, and prowl the Visitor 
Center. For a truly galactic experience, plan 
to camp out during a full moon. 

3. Check out a small-town football game. 
Nine schools-Alamo, Carlin, Eureka, 
Gabbs, Jackpot, McDermitt, Pyramid Lake, 
Smith Valley, and Wells-play eight-man 
football, which can be fast, fun, and worth 
cheering about. Fall also is a hot season for 
girl's volleyball around the state. 

4. Visit Laughlin on the Colorado River, 
where summer never ends. In summer the 
120-degree highs are no problem because 
everybody stays inside the casinos. By 
October, though, the outside temperatures 
cool off to a nice 80 or 90 degrees in 
Nevada's southernmost town. Laughlin 
may be the wave of the future in gaming, 
but when it comes to fall, the town is one 
season behind everybody else. 

5. Go up to Mount Charleston. Not only 
are the leaves turning in Kyle and Lee can­
yons (watch for other gawking motorists 
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a second chance this fall. 
By Dale Elliott 

The reds last year-round at Vallet) of Fire. 

besides yourself), but also the camping is 
crowd-free. Some of the Forest Service 
campgrounds stay open until October, de­
pending on the weather. When you climb 
ou t of your sleeping bag in the morning and 
try to geta fire going, you'll actually be cold, 

In fall, Laughlin cools off 

to a nice 80 or 90 degrees. 

Laughlin may be 

the wave of the future 

in gaming, 

but when it comes to fall, 

Nevada's southernmost town 

is one season 

behind everybody else. 

which is a thrilling sensation if you've spent 
the last four months in the desert heat. 

6. Stroll around Virginia City in the eve­
ning, when the old town grows quiet. The 
creaky wooden boardwalks l.J vI:! more 
room, as do C Street's 20-odd saloons. As 
dusk descends, the view down Six Mile 
Canyon seems right out of another era. 

7 Take a Sunday drive in the farm coun­
try around towns like Overton, Logandale, 
Pahrump, Gardnerville, Yerington, and 
Fallon to check out the fall harvest. Fallon 
has roadside markets, and in most farming 
areas you'll find pumpkin stands before 
Halloween. There also are traditional 
events like Smith Valley's community auc­
tion and Pahrump's Harvest Festival. 

8. Go swimming in Lake Mead. In early 
September it' s probably warmer than 
Tahoe is in July anyway. At least you'll 
have something to brag about even if you 
just jump in, scream, and jump out. You'll 
also feel better, especially if you didn't go 
swimming at all last summer. 

9. Learn how to pick pine nuts. After 
admiring pinyon pines from a distance, 
here's a chance to really get your hands on 
them. It does require some planning since 
the pitch can make nut collecting a sticky 
business. How do you pick the nuts cor­
rectly? One method is to ask an old-timer, 
believe half of what he or she says, and see 
what happens. 

10. Finally, here' s one you've really put 
off: taking an old-fashioned train ride. Fall, 
with its crisp, cool days, is truly the season 
for which trains were invented. In Virginia 
City, the Virginia & Truckee runs daily 
through September. In Carson City, the 
State Railroad Museum is holding three 
steam-ups of old V &T engines this fall. And 
Ely' s Ghost Train--otherwise known as 
Old No. 40 of the Nevada Northern Rail­
way--carries passengers on two week­
ends. (See this issue's Calendar for details.) 
With the whistle blowing and waves of 
passengers getting on and off, it's almost 
like summer, except even better. Q 

Dale Elliott sometimes lives in North Las 
Vegas . He says the one time he went pine-nut 
hunting he had to get a gas station attendant to 
help pry his hands off the steering wheel. 

Photo: JaNice Ott 







SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER SPECIAL EVENTS 000 INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Falrshow In North Las Vegas 
Oct. 23-25 
Balloons: see pages 19 & 26 

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE: 

Virginia City Camel Races 
Sept. 11-13 
See page 27 

Mules In Winnemucca & Elko 
Sept. 17-20 and Sept. 19 
See page 34 

Boom Camp Survivors • Reno Air Races • Las Vegas Hydroplanes • Fish and Game Heroes 
Hand-Painted Rubies • Nevada's Hillside Letters • Liberace • Windsurfing • Cal-Nev-Ari Trip 

TOURISM AGENCIES 
101 0 Boulder City Chamber of Com. 
102 0 Carson City Tourist Auth. 
103 0 Lake Tahoe Vis. Auth . 
104 0 Las Vegas Conv. and Vis. Auth. 
105 0 Nevada Tourism 
106 0 Pahrump Chamber of Com. 
107 0 Reno Convention Auth. 
108 0 Winnemucca Conv. Bureau 

HOTELS/CASINOS 
201 0 Bally's/Reno 
202 0 Carson Valley Inn/Minden 
203 0 Circus Circus/Reno/LV 
204 0 Colorado Bellel/Laughlin 
205 0 Edgewater/ Laughlin 
206 0 Eldorado /Reno 
207 0 Four Queens/LV 
208 0 Harrah's/Lake Tahoe 
209 0 Hilton Hotels/LV/Reno 
210 0 Holiday Casino/LV 
211 0 Imperial Palace/LV 
212 0 Lakeside Inn/Stateline 
213 0 John Ascuaga's NuggetlSparks 
214 0 Ormsby House/Carson City 
215 0 Peppermill/Reno 
216 0 Peppermill Country 
217 0 Riverside Resort/Laughlin 
218 0 Sam's Town Gold River/Laughlin 

FREE INFORMATION 

219 0 Truckee River Lodging/Reno 
220 0 Vegas World/LV 
221 0 Whiskey Pete's/Near LV 

HOTELS/CASINOS (Out of State) 

222 0 Taj Mahal/Adantic City 

ATTRACTIONS/GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 

301 0 A-l Casino CollectableslLV 
302 0 Ethel M Chocolates/LV 
303 0 Fallen Leaf Gallery/Reno 
304 0 Harolds Club/Reno 
305 0 Las Vegas Museum of Nat. Hist. 
306 0 Nevada Opera/Reno 
307 0 Olde-Tyme Gambling MuseumlLV 

TRANSPORTA nON 

401 0 Lloyd's Int. Rent-A-Car/Reno 
402 0 McCarran Infl Airport/LV 
403 0 Nevada Carriage/Reno 
404 0 Sierra Nevada Stage Unes/Reno 
405 0 Sierra RV Rentals/Reno 

FINANCIAL 
501 0 Nevada First Thrift Bank 
502 0 Nevada National Bank 
503 0 Security Bank of Nevada 
504 0 Ticor Tide/LV 

Discover more about travel and leisure In the Real West. Name 

Address 

City 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
505 0 Howard Hughes Properties 

REAL ESTATE 
601 0 Bowser Realty/Lake Tahoe 
602 0 Century 21/Clark Properties/CV 
603 0 Circle Realty/LV 
604 0 Don Denkers Real Estate/Pahrump 
605 0 Foster Realty/Carson City 
606 0 Incline at Tahoe Realty/Lake Tahoe 
607 0 Itilda/Coldwell Banker/CV 
608 0 Bob Nelson Real Estate/Pahrump 
609 0 Nev Ida Properties/Reno 
610 0 Nevada Properties/LV 
611 0 Plummer Canepa Realty/Reno 
612 0 Real Log Homes/Carson City 
613 0 Realty 500ILucini & AssoclReno 

RETAIL OUTLETS 
701 0 American Boot Company/Reno 
702 0 Basalite Wood Stoves/Reno 
703 0 Gamblers Bookstore/Reno 
704 0 Golden Fleece/Minden 
705 0 Leanin' Tree Greeting Cards 
706 0 Felix Sanchez Prints/Carson City 

RETIREMENT CENTERS 
801 0 Montara Meadows/LV 

State Zip Simply complete this special card, checking the advertisers 
you're interested in, and receive FREE brochures loaded with 
useful information. Please return this form by October 15, 1987 
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MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

This Issue's Special 

Save $3 on a set of award­
winning Postersl For just $11, 
you'll receive four huge historic 
posters (24" x 18"), printed in 
warm duo-tones, with witty 
quotes accenting the borders. 
Singles, only $3.75 eachl 

1) 1907 Girls Basketball Team 
2) Cowboys at Home on the Range 
3) Boozy Burros go Bar Hopping in L.V 
4) Lonely Prospector 

ORDER 
YOUR 
1988 
NEVADA 

Discover the Real West! 
Nevada's four-color Ghost Town and Historic Sites Map shows 
more than 400 ghost towns, plus museums and up-to-date hot 
line phone numbers. Only $4.50 while supplies last. 

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 

Please begin a subscriptk>n to ... 

Co For Myself 

My name 
Address 
City 

o As a Gift o Myself and a Gift) 

State Zip 

••• for just $11.90! 

o I understand I'll receive a one­
year (six issue) subscription 
packed with articles that will 
help me discover the Real West. 

o Check enclosed 
o Bill me 

Each subscription one year (six issues) 
Foreign add $1, U.S. bank funds only 

o New 
o Renewal. Please give account number 

BR ____________________ __ 

Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery 
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