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LETTERS 

DISTINGUISHED DIGGERS AND DIEHARD FANS 

Swinging Golfers 
For the past 

seven years I have 
organized a golf 
vacation for eight 
very avid players. 
The last four years 
we have rented a 
house in the Lake 
Tahoe area for a 
week and then played four or five dif­
ferent courses, along with enjoying all 
the other attractions. 

I obtained a 1990 copy of your maga­
zine Nevada Golf, and by using the in­
formation found in "The Great Nevada 
Golfer's Guide" I was able to make tee 
times well in advance and pass along 
informa tion to the group as to costs and 
facilities. 

Terry Berardino 
Petaluma, CA 

The Grosh Lode? 
The story of "The Brothers Grosh" 

(by J.B. Roberts II in Nov I Dec '90) has 
always interested me. It did give the 
reader the general idea of the two young 
miners' demise, but the author missed 
the point. 

The point of the Grosh brothers' story 
is one of tortuous irony They struck 
several very rich veins of silver-one 
an "absolute monster," as Allen Grosh 
wrote-lived in poverty, and died a 
mean and painful death. Twisting the 
knife deeper, their discovery was ig­
nored and forgotten. 

Then their papers were destroyed, 
leaving the treasure to be rediscovered 
by men who cursed the dark blue dirt 
and heavy black rock for being in the 
way of their frantic unearthing of the 
orange and brown quartz ladened with 
gold. And finally their efforts were dis-

honored by having the entire historic 
operation-the Comstock-named for 
a worthless, demonic con artist who 
never even owned a pick and shovel. 

Mapping It Out 

Robert C. Mack 
Beaverton, OR 

I much enjoyed "Burnin' Daylight" 
by Terri Sprenger-Farley in March i 
April. Since I was brought up on a farm, 
it kept my interest from start to finish. 

But to put Ravensdale 20 miles west 
of Susanville? I have driven to Reno 
dozens of times and always found 
Ravensdale north of Susanville on U.S. 
395. As for Soldier Meadows, it must be 
hiding somewhere outin the Black Rock 
Desert. It's not shown on my map. 

Hans R. Sjoboen 
Tacoma, WA 

You 're right, Sjoboen. Ravensdale is north 

Sam's Town Gold River Has The 
Best Of Everything On The Colorado. 

~~~ 
Hotel & Gambling Hall 

2700 South Casino Drive ' Laughlin, Nevada 89029 ' Reservations: 800-835-7903 ' Information: 800-835-7904 • (702) 298-2242 
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of Susanville. As for Soldier Meadows, you 
can find it on a USGS map. It's about 50 
miles northeast of Gerlach.-Ed. 

Waxing for Wayne 
The article on Wayne Newton by 

Jackie Brett in the Jan / Feb Nevada 
Events was one that our chapter of his 
International Fan Club eagerly shared 
with our members. We were excited to 
have seen your most positive publicity 
about this very exciting entertainer. 

Judy Frobes, President 
Chapter I, Tahoe/ Stateline 

Inspired by "Rustlers" 
The March / April issue was superb. 

The color photos were magnificent. 
Being a desert and cowboy poet, I 
particularly enjoyed the "Cloud Rus­
tlers" poem and Mojave Desert piece. 

On the Other Hand ... 

Merry Harris 
Ocotillo, CA 

I was greatly disappointed in your 
publication. I was spoiled by the superb 
Arizo na Highways magazine and 
thought your magazine would be 
similar. Your publication has so many 
advertisements it is difficult to find the 
articles in it. 

I have been taking Arizona Highways 
for about 25 years and have every issue 
saved. The Nevada Magazine is in the 
garbage a week after I receive it. 

Robert G. Parkison 
Tunkhannock, P A 

Where There's Will, There's a Way 
I would like to nominate Will James 

(Sept/Oct '90) for membership in the 
National Cowboy Hall of Fame in 
Oklahoma City. I believe that Will James 
not being a member of the hall of fame 
of cowboys is like not having O.J. 
Simpson or Vince Lombardi in the 
Football Hall of Fame. 

Will James made a major contribu tion 
to the West in writing 26 books about 
cowboys and publishing works of art 
in many publications such as Sunset and 
Scribners Magazine. 

As you may know, 1992 is the 100th 
birthday of Will James, and I think this 
would be a fitting time to induct Will 
James into the Cowboy Hall of Fame. 

Richard A. Wetzell 
Los Gatos, CA 

Wetzell, we share your sentiments about 
James. In fact, this spring the National 
Cowboy Hall of Fame honored Gwendolyn 
Clancy, who wrote the article in Sept/Oct 
'90, with a special director's award for 
historical excellence for her film, The Man 
They Call Will James.-Ed. CJ 
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E.LKO, NEVADA 

Something for Everyone 
All Year 'Round May 

Festivals 
Scenery 
Fishing 
Hunting 
Golfing 
Casinos 
Rodeos 
Lodging 

4-5 Home Show 

June 

13-15 Mining Expo 

30 Lamoille Fair 

July 
4-7 Basque Festival 

20-21 Art in the Park 

27-28 Silver State Stampede 
ELKO'S ·WORKING· CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

P.O.Box 470" Elko.Nevada 89801 
702· 738· 7135 

A part of Nevada's Covered Wagon Territory •• Nevada Commission on Tourism 

THE NEVADA STATE MUSEUM AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
LAS VEGAS 

PRESENTS 
AMERICA'S LIVING FOLK TRADITIONS 

An Exibition Honoring Winners of the 
National Heritage Fellowship Awards 

March 2 May 31,1991 

NATIONAL HERITAGE FELLOWS PERFORMANCE SERIES 
Chesley Goseyun Wilson 

Ap{l(:"~ fiddle m(llen 1989 Fellow 
May 4. 2:00 p.m. 

Museum Auditorium 

Jimmy Jausoro 
with the Oinkari Basque Dancers 
Basqul! auordio,,;Sf J 985 Fellow 

May 5. 2:00 p.m. 
Museum Audi torium 

All Performances Free to the Public 

Dewey Balfa wilh The Balfa Band 
Cajllllfiddler 1982 Fellow 

May 25. 6:00 p.m. 
Lorenzi Park 

SYMPOSIUM ON REGIONAL FOLK CULTURE 
May 24-25 

Free the pllblic is invited 

SPONSORS INCLUDE: r~ NEVADA POWER COMPANY I".~ 
"...3. F'rst Intefstafe Bark .... 

, ..... s .. " Coood' .. ,"'.,,, ~ _ ""12.;'~ rij[Vffi?l o sountWESTAlRUHES- 7 ""'--.. ~ 
and the Folk Arts Program of the National Endowment for the Arts. a federal agency. Weddle/Caldwell Advertising. 

and the Ci ty of Las Vegas Cultural and Communi ty Affairs Division 
Books. recordings and folk art avai lable in the Museum Siore 

Museum Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Daily · 700 Twin Lakes Drive ' Lorenzi Park (702) 486·5205 
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FIRST PERSON 

A LITTLE MORE TRUCKEE 
As Father's Day approaches, a son recalls his dad's good heart. 

By Terry J. Moyer 

A s we drove across the bridge over 
the Truckee River west of Reno, 

my wife remarked, "What a strange 
name-Truckee!" 

A strange name, indeed, and a name 
that evoked memories of my father, 
toward whose grave we were driving. 

"When I was a kid, Dad spoke of the 
Truckee quite often," I said. "He was 
with the Civilian Conservation Corps 
near here in the 1930s. 

"He used to tell how extra mouths 
would appear in camp just before din­
ner time. Then the camp manager 
would welcome the hungry newcom­
ers and shout, 'Cookie, you'd better 
add a little more Truckee!"' 

"Add a little more Truckee?" asked 
my wife, Donna. 

"That meant that the cook should 
add some water to the stew, so it would 
feed more boys. I guess he figured it 
was better that all should have thinner 
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stew than some should go without. 
"And long after the Depression 

ended, that same philosophy carried 
over into Dad's life. He was generous 
to a fault, with his time, his tools, and 
everything he had. Many times he did 
without after having helped neighbors 
and friends and even total strangers. 

"I recall many times having folks 
come by the farmhouse, sometimes just 
at dinner time. Dad would always wel­
come them, and call out, 'Mama, we've 
got company tonight. You'd better add 
a little more Truckee. "' 

"But you didn't even live near the 
Truckee." 

"Mother knew what Dad meant, and 
she always managed somehow to feed 
everyone." 

Again the freeway crossed the 
Truckee. Donna and I finished our 
breakfast bars and drained the last of 
the juice from the glass bottle. 

Then I had an idea . "Do you suppose 
there might be a road down to the 
river?" 

We found one and followed it for a 
half mile before it descended to a broad 
meadow beside the Truckee. I pulled 
the car to a stop and turned off the 
engine. 

"I'll only be a few minutes," I said. 
Donna smiled and handed me the 
empty juice bottle. 

For several minutes I sat on a rock 
beside the Truckee, watching the cold 
water run past-as it had run past a 
CCC camp nearly 60 years ago. Then I 
dipped the bottle into the river. 

At the cemetery we found the marker 
over Dad's grave: 

Hushul Ball Moyer 
52 US Navy, W W.2 
Born August 18, 1915 

Died December 14,1980 
The cemetery was immaculate, the 

lawn well watered. The grass certainly 
didn't need a quart of river water. 

But we weren't at the Veterans Cem­
etery because the lawn needed water­
ing. "This is for you, Dad," I said qui­
etly pouring the water from the bottle 
onto my father's headstone. "I'm add­
ing a little more Truckee." CJ 

Terry J. Moyer is a Salt Lake City writer 
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We're spreading our wings 
a little wider. 

As the nation's leader in rate of growth, Southern Nevada is 
expanding, and with it, McCarran International Airport-a national 
leader in on-time arrivals-is expanding, too. With good reason. 

In 1990, nearly 19 million travelers flew into and out of McCarran 
International Airport, which represented a 12% increase over 1989. 
To ensure the same Las Vegas-style convenience, state-of-the-art 
efficiency and quality service that you have come to expect, 
McCarran International Airport is currently remodeling our two 
main concourses. When completed in the Fall of 1991, they will 
provide even better access through the nation's 19th busiest airport. 

Together with the recent completion of our fourth runway-which 
will enhance by one-third our capacity to handle increased air traffic­
and a soon-to-be completed cargo airpark and international 
arrivals/charter terminal, it's no wonder that McCarran Interna­
tional Airport continues to be "the talk of the aviation industry." 

McCarran International Airport. 
We're remodeling the nation's No. 1 model airport. 

~ McCarran International Airport • 
~ Clark County Department of Aviation 
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Apache women, 
Nevada's heritage, 
and Glitter Gulch. 

Women of the 
Apache Nation 
Voices of Truth 
H. Henrietta Stockel 
Foreword by Dan l. Thrapp 
Based on personal interviews 
and years of research. 
Stockel sheds light on some 
of the mysteries surrounding 
traditional and contempo­
rary Chiricahua Apache 
culture. 
May, 200pp., photos, HB, $24.95 

The Silver State 
Nevada's Heritage 
Reinterpreted 
James W. Hulse 
'Dr Hulse has written a truly 
valuable book. His analysis of 
the state and his vision bring 
a greater understanding of 
the relationship of the state's 
past to its present and 
future. ' 

-- Candace Kant 
Clark County Comm. College 
393pp., photos & maps, 
HB, $31.95; PB, $13.95 

Las Vegas 
Deke Castleman 
Photographs by 
Michael Yamashita 
'Castleman has answers to all 
anyone would want to know 
about the glitter and gam­
bling capital of the world. 
This is much more than a 
guidebook. although basic 
tourist information is plentiful. 
Yamashita's photos are 
outstanding. ' 

--Library Journal 
3OOpp., photos, PB, $12.95 

To order call or write: 

University of Nevada Press 
Reno, NV 89557-0076 
., (702) 784-6573 
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ROADSIDE ATTRACTIONS 

SPORTING 
PROPOSITIONS 

Where to hike, root, swing, and skate this summer 

Now a U.S. conservation area, Red Rock Canyon is a natural for hikers and climbers. 

LAS VEGAS 
By KATE B UTLER 

Cool It on Ice 
The 17,000 square feet of ice at the 

new Santa Fe Hotel is a great place to 
bea t the hea t. Gliding, spinning, danc­
ing, or nervously wobbling to music 
across Las Vegas' only ice skating rink 
is something the whole family will fall 
for, especially when outdoor tempera­
tures soar. There are private and class 
lessons, public sessions, hockey games, 
and ice shows in this 2,500-seat arena. 
Weekdays are the best times for recre­
ational skaters. Night and weekend 
sessions are usually more crowded. The 
Santa Fe has computerized bowling, 
gambling, and a variety of restaurants 
to appease the hungry 

The Southwestern-styled Santa Fe is 
located in northwest Las Vegas on a 
triangle of land formed by Lone 
Mountain and Rancho roads and U.S. 
95. 

Admission is $4.25 for adults, $3.75 
for children 12 and under. Skate rental 

is $1.75. For information call the Santa 
Fe Ice Skating Arena, 702-658-4991. 

Conserving Red Rock Canyon 
Red Rock Canyon recently joined the 

family of U.S. conservation areas, a 
move that will help protect its natural 
treasures from urban encroachment. 
Less than 10 minutes by car from Las 
Vegas' outskirts, Red Rock is a great 
place for picnics, hiking, camping, bi­
cycling, and rock climbing. The orange­
red glow of its escarpments at sunrise 
and the small streams that fall through 
rocky crevices and sca ttered boulders 
have long inspired painters, photogra­
phers, and poets. 

With its baptism as a conservation 
area, Red Rock Canyon has grown by a 
third of its former size to an official 
83,000 acres. Much of this acreage could 
earn wilderness status at a future date. 

Planes flying in and out of Las Vegas 
often treat travelers to a quick look at 
the canyon's colorful panorama and 
entice closer viewing. A stop at the 
BLM visitor center combined with a 
tour of Red Rock's 13-mile loop drive is 
a good introduction to the canyon. But 



wandering its trails, climbing its 
mountains, or resting within its soli­
tude are even more rewarding. 

Red Rock Canyon is located 20 miles 
west of the Las Vegas Strip on West 
Charleston Boulevard. The visitor cen­
ter is open daily from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
The scenic drive is open from 7 a.m. 
until dusk. Admission is free . For fur­
ther information, call Red Rock Can­
yon ational Conservation Area, 702-
363-1921. 

RENO-TAHOE 
By D EBORAH MA WHAR 

Silver Sox: Swing Training 
Baseball fans can cheer on the Reno 

SilverSox atMoana Stadium this spring 
and summer. The independent club, 
which finished second in the California 
League last year, will play the Modesto 
A's, Bakersfield Dodgers, San Jose Gi­
ants, and six other big league farm teams 
in 68 home games, most of them at 
night. Weekends often feature a cap or 
helmet night. 

Whether the hometown boys win or 
lose, fans can expect a good time, from 
the National Anthem, hot dogs, and 
peanuts to an autograph at the end of 
the game. Tickets are $3 adults, $2 
children, $4 reserved. The stadium is at 
240 West Moana Lane, two blocks west 
of Virginia Street. For a Silver Sox 
schedule, phone 702-825-0678. 

No Carts Needed 
Where can you play 18 of the world's 

best golf courses in one hour? At Full 
Swing Golf in Bally's Reno. That's right, 
no matter what the weather, from 8 
a.m. until midnight, you can play on 
the simulated links of such courses as 
Bermuda Dunes, Doral, Pebble Beach, 
Waialae, and other famous fairways­
a different course for each hole. Or you 
can play an entire 18 at clubs like the 
Belfry in England. 

As you drive a real golfball down the 
fairway computers project big-screen 
visuals of each hole, measuring spin, 
how hard the ball was hit, and where it 
was hit. Thegraphicsgiveyoua realistic 
view just as if you were standing on 
the 17th fairway atSawgrass. Full Swing 
Golf accommodates golf parties and 
tournaments as well as individuals. 
There is a putting green, too. Hourly 
rates are $18 for one player and $2 for 
each additional player. Full Swing Golf 
is in the downstairs shopping arcade at 
Bally's. For tee times, phone 702-329-
GOLF. q 

Jim Rozzi 
WESTERN ART 

SPRING FEVER OIL 

CALL OR WR ITE FOR FREE BROCHURE 
AND COLOR PHOTO OF ABOVE SELECTION. 

1041 FRANKLI N AVE . LAS VEGAS, NEV 89104 

18x24 

(702) 735-4753 

384-9786 

Play the tables with our money, 
get a 100/0 discount on your food, 
feel like a king ... queen ... jack 

By Riverboat Willie (a likely name) 

Where in the civi lized world can you play with the casino's money 
get a free card that automatically takes 10% off your meals and 

eat ew York Steak and eggs for $2.95? 
Don' t let this get around--but we do all those things for you at the 

Riverboa t Hotel and Casino in downtown Reno. 
When you enter our "fun tournaments" in blackjack and slots, you 

play free. Or when you join our Slots Ahoy Club (a lso free) your mem­
bership card automatically gives you a 10% discount in our restaurant. 
It's like New Orleans at Mardi Gras time. 

Send back the coupon today. 

(" Riverboat Willie's Best Bets! \ 

o Hotel brochure & room rates 
Slots Ahoy Oub with 10% discoWlts & frcc prizes 

o 21, slots & video poker tournament details 
Mail to: 

\ Riverboat Willie, Riverboat Hotel & Casino 
'---34 West Second, Ren o, Nevada 89501 

CALL FREE 1-800-888-5525 OR FROM CANADA 1-800-321-4711 
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DINING OUT 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Are Mormon crickets pests or protein? We bug the experts. 

Story by Marge Knorr. Illustrations by John Bardwell 

N utritionistsarenofun. They're 
so busy telling us what to eat 
that they've missed something 

right under their noses-bugs. 
"I know zip about eating insects," 

confessed one University of Nevada, 
Reno nutritionist I talked to. "Not me," 
said another assistant professor of nu­
trition. "I'd never eat insects. I'm too 
deeply immersed in my own culture." 

On the other hand, Gary Blomquist, 
an insect biochemist at UNR, didn 't 
hesitate to give his opinion: "Termites, 
they're the best, deep-fat fried with 
bitter almond sauce on the side." 

Years ago, while visiting a famous 
city that shall remain nameless, I had 
lunch at an expensive, fashionable res-
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taurant. I was dazzled by the glitter and 
sophistication. 

When my salad arrived, I picked up 
the chilled fork, ready to savor the pre­
lude to the meal. Then something 
moved in the greenery. A critter jumped 
from my plate onto the white-linen 
tablecloth. Shrieking, I leaped to my 
feet, sophistication and chic forgotten. 
It was a grasshopper. Yuki 

Recalling this recently, I began 
wondering about our aversion to insects 
as food. Was it advisable to eat inver­
tebrates? 

After all, last year was a banner year 
for creepy-craw lies. The Mormon 
cricket infestation around Winnemucca 
made national headlines, exasperated 

farmers and ranchers, and gave birth to 
a new industry, Mormon cricket T 
shirts. Meanwhile, there were yellow 
jackets in South Lake Tahoe, aphids in 
Los Angeles, killer bees in Texas, Medi­
terranean fruit flies in California and 
Florida, and cicadas in Illinois. 

I decided to bug the experts. 
I visited Blomquist in his lab. He has 

an interesting way of dealing with visi­
tors, I discovered. There were several 
innocent-looking silver garbage cans 
placed around the lab, and I hadn ' t 
been there two minutes when he 
whipped the lid off one. It was filled 
with thousands of big, scrambling 
cockroaches. Then he stuck his hand in. 

I didn't wait around to see what he 



came up with. I'll bet he isn't bothered 
by too many nosy visitors. 

Later, when I asked Blomquist 
whether entomophagy (the scientific 
name for eating insects) might be a 
solution to our Mormon cricket inva­
sion, he hedged a bit. "Well, maybe if 
you're starving," he said. "Have you 
ever seen a Mormon cricket? They're 
big, hard-shelled, ugly, and they spit 
tobacco-colored liquid on you." 

"Too ugly to eat?" I asked. 
"They're like the moose in Yellow­

stone Park," he said. "They're so ugly 
you wonder how they can rna teo I guess 
it's a learned thing." 

Most of us haven't learned yet. 
Harold Arnett, retired UNR entomolo­
gist, admitted, "There are more insects 
than anything else on earth, and very 
few are poisonous, but I still wouldn't 
substitute grasshopper stew for a T 
bone steak." 

Catherine Fowler, an anthropology 
professor at the university in Reno, re­
called how she was called on 10 years 
ago to mediate a dispute between the 
Paiutes and the U.S. Forest Service near 
Bishop, California. "There was a big 
infestation of Pandora moth larvae that 
year, and the Paiute Indians were har­
vesting them, but the Forest Service 
wanted to spray the trees to kill the 
larvae," she said. "The caterpillars had 
been part of the Paiutes' diet, probably 
for a millennia." 

The Paiutes won the dispute and 
harvested the caterpillars. Although the 
trees were not sprayed, the larvae did 
not return the next year as Forest Ser­
vice officials had feared. In accordance 
with their cyclical nature, the caterpil-

Visit the only' 
Island in Neva~a. 

iii' A tropical paradise in the Nevada desert? You bet. It's the 
. • • . Island of Las Vegas, the Tropicana Resort and Casino. 

.... : '. Come for a sensational package that includes two lux-
urious nights in your spacious Garden room, and Island buffet breakfast, 
a ticket to the fabulous Folies Bergere Revue and discounts in our superb 
health club and Atrium shops. Plus waterfalls, lagoons and the Royal 
Island Casino where dreams come true 24 hours a day. 

To reserve the Isle of Nevada, call1-800-GO 2 TROP (1-800-462-
8767) and ask for operator 60. 
'Subje(t to availability. Sunday thru Wednesday only. Call for weekend rates Not appli(able if attending meetings or (onventions or in (on­
junction with any other disc ... nt program. All rates and package features may (hange or (ancel with ... t notke. Offer expires Oe<ember 10. 1991. 

TROPICANA 
THE ISLAND OF LAS VEGAS 
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lar popu la tion crashed 
and wasn't expected 
to plague the forest 
rangers again for an­
other 17 to 20 years. 

I asked Fow ler if she 
ate any of the cater­
pillars. "Oh, yes," she 
said. "They're very 
good-like a scram­
bled egg omelet with 
mushrooms." 

She keeps a jar of 
the larvae on a shelf in 
her office. They are 
three to four inches 
long, fat, and yellow 
They look like baby 
boa constrictors. 

"You can get more 
protein out of a ton of 
these caterpillars than 
you can get out of one 
or two cows, and you 
can get it a lot easier," 
she said. 

So, one person's pest 
is another's protein. Fowler referred 
me to a monograph written in 1988 by 
Mark Sutton, professor of anthropology 
at California Sta te Universi ty at 
Bakersfield. According to his study 
Insects as Food: Aboriginal Entomophagy 

in the Great Basin, aboriginal people all 
over the world have engaged in 
entomophagy Before they were intro­
duced to Europeans' food, native 
Americans used many kinds of insects 
as a food source. 
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(702) 847·0233 

SILVER DOLLAR HOTEL 
11 N. C SI. • Box 876 

Virginia City, NV 89440 
(702) 847·9051 

THE RV PARK 
Carson & F Sts . • Box 846 

Virginia City, NV 89440 
(702) 847·0999 

GOLD HILL HOTEL and 
CROWN POINT RESTAURANT 

1 mile south of Virginia City 
Box 304, Virginia City, NV 89440 

(702) 847·0111 

EDITH PALMER'S COUNTRY 
Bed & Breakfast 

416 S. B St. · Box 756 
Virginia City, NV 89440 

(702) 847·0707 

P.O. Box 854 • Virginia City • NV 89440 • (702) 847·0217 
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Su tton describes the 
Indians' use of grass­
hoppers, locusts, 
crickets, ca terpilla rs, 
cicadas, flies, beetles, 
ants, and bees. He 
makes the point that 
insects are commonly 
consumed by most 
human groups, in­
cluding Western soci­
eties, if not always 
purposefully He also 
notes, "Although the 
ea ting of insects is 
considered repulsive 
in Western socie ty 
honey (actually bee 
vomitus) is very 
popular, a seemingly 
hypocritical situa­
tion." 

Blomquist also 
thinks we are a bit 
hypocritical for not 
eating insects. "Weeat 
shrimp, and they are 

just another arthropod," he said . 
In the movie Papi//on, Steve McQueen 

resorts to eating cockroaches in his 
prison cell. But is this a protein of last 
resort? The truth is, some cultures re­
gard such small, wiggly creatures as 
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Winnemucca Convention Center 
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• Buckaroo Hall of Fame 
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• Auction 
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CARL HAMMOND. Coordinator 
Hot Spring Ranch 
Golconda. Nevada 89414 
(702) 529·0452 
or 
Winnemucca Convention & Vistlors Bureau 
(702) 623· 507 1 



The experts stop 

short of saying we 

should eat insects. 

What they say 

is that they do 

and that insects 

taste good. 

Furthermore, 

insects are a source 

of protein. 

delicacies. The maguey worm, the but­
terfl y larva found in bottles of tequila, 
is considered a tasty tidbit in Mexico. 
According to entomology professor 
Michael Burgett of Oregon State Uni­
versity nine out of 10 college students 
in Thailand regularly ea t insects. 

The experts s top short of saying we 
should ea t insects. What they say is that 
they do and that insects taste good . 
Furthermore, insects are a source of 
protein and low in fat and cholesterol, 
and ea ting them is preferable to ea ting 
pesticide residue. 

Obviously, there are some ecological 
ad vantages to ea ting insects. First of 
all, they're ubiquitous, so we don' t have 
to cut down forests to raise them . In­
sects don' t seem to be as flatulent as 
cows, and we all are trying to reduce 
methane p rod uction, which contribu tes 
to global warming. And instead of be­
ing a plague on ranchers, a Mormon 
cricket invasion would represent a tasty 
bumper crop. In fac t, we could raise 
crickets on cricket ranches and herd 
them w ith bugaroos. 

Also, there are no pressure groups to 
deal with . At least I haven ' t seen any­
one campaigning for insect rights or 
bumper s tickers saying, "Save the 
Mormon Cricket. " 

Considering the political clima te and 
theongoing drought conditions, which 
encourage cricket population explo­
sions in Nevada, entomophagy could 
in fac t become the rage of the '90s. 

I'd like to offer a recipe tha t I ran 
across in The Food Insects Newsletter 
published by Gene DeFoliart, an ento­
mology professor at the University of 
Wisconsin at Madison. I have adapted 
the recipe to our Mormon crickets. If 
the dish isn' t a roaring success, it should 

at least perk up your next party' 
CR ISPY CAJUN CR ICKETS 

Place one cup of healthy Mormon crickets 
into a large, clean, and airy container (add 
a pinch of oatmeal for food) . After one day, 
remove sick crickets and freeze the remain­
der Wash frozen crickets in tap water 
spread on cookie sheet, and roast in oven at 
lowes t setting When crickets become 
crunchy, remove legs (heads are optional). 
Sprinkle crickets with butter sauce and 
serve. Prepare butter sauce by adding salt, 
garlic, paprika, chili, or tobasco sauce to 
melted butter 

Mmm, good . Just don ' t tell your 
guests what's in it. The recipe says 

... MEMBER OF TH E SEARS FINANCIAL NETWORK 

COLDWeLL 
BANl(eRC 

ITILDO INC. 
REALTORS' 

An Indepefldef1l1y Owned an<! Opelaled Member 
til Cold"'1!11 Banker Resujefllial Alhhales. Inc 

.-. '. -

Cri py Caj un Crickets are a tas ty and 
unique ad dition to any social occasion, 
with a tangy flavor all their own . 

For myself, I've decided that if I ever 
again have a grasshopper in m y salad 
at a fa ncy restaurant, I'll try to keep my 
cool. I' ll nonchalantly ask the wait­
person to take it back to the kitchen and 
"please toast it lightly but hold the 
mayo." Still, there remains another 
question . Which is the correct fork for 
ea ting insects? CJ 

Marge Knorr is a Reno writer and a loyal 
subscriber to The Food Insects Newsle t­
ter. 

Expect The Best 
Whether you are relocating, retiring, or looking for an 
investment in the Carson Valley, we specialize in 
providing all your real estate needs from industrial to 
commercial, residential to ranches, be it property 
management or investment counseling. 

We do it all! 

1625 Main Street • P.O. Box 383 
Minden, Nevada 89423 

(702) 782-2205 
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If a lIIan be gracioLls to strangers, it shows 
that he is a citizen of the world, and his heart 
is no island, cut off from other islands, but 
a continent that joins them. 

- Fronci Bacon 

~
hY would anyone open a 
bed and breakfa t inn? 
The hour are long, the 
money' lOll y there' 
barelya momentofpeace. 

You get up before dawn to make break­
fast. You spend hours giving the same 
direction to each new gue t. 

Yet travelers will always find ome­
one up to the task, like Muffy and Da id 
Vhay It took months of planning and 
remodeling to open their Deer Run 
Ranch B&B in Washoe Valley but the 
couple i till excited about going into 
business. Says Muffy "I don't know 
any '60 kid who didn't want to run 
away from th city and run an inn." 

A bed and breakfast proprietor mu t 
love to cook and talk. 0 arms tr tch 
wider than those of a good B&B host. 
Take Maire and David Haye of the 
Sun Dog B&B in Goldfield. Once they 
left a key under the rna t for guests who 
wanted to u e the place while they 
were away for the weekend. Maire says 
David "i u ually ready to drop every­
thing and take vi itor out to ee the 
wild hors s and burros." 

Gue t at e ada' B&Bs e m to 
lik the kick-up-your-fe t and let-down­
your-guard atmospher . From their 
host they learn about old mining 
towns, ca ino ,and local lore. It work 
the other way, too. 

"It' oursociallife," ay MitziJone , 
who with her husband Lew has run the 
Old Pioneer Inn at Unionville for the 
pa t 12 years. "We're not getting rich, 
but we feel rich." 

Old Pioneer Garden 
At $50 for a doubl ,the Old Pioneer 

Garden i oneoftheb stroombargains 
in the tate. The remote setting-a pic­
tur que 19th-century mining town 
ne tied in a canyon 50 miles south of 
Winn mucca-is worth it, too. 

Visitor toMitziandLewJone 'place 
in Unionville generally stay in the 
Hadley House, an old wagon maker' 
re idence that L w ha enlarged. The 
main ranch house ha a couple of guest 
room, but the Hadley Hou e ha nll­
merou rooms, two fireplaces, a big 
wood tove tha t took four men to mo e, 
a kitchen, and a gla s-enclos d con­
servatory where plants flourish in the 
summer. There is al 0 a CD player, lots 
of books on evada, a TV, and a VCR 
with more than 50 titles. 
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Antiqlles grace the Wild Rose Inn (top), while Winter's Creek attracts the horse set. 

A favorite for breakfast is Mitzi's 
buttermilk pancakes made with home­
ground com and tuffed with fruit. Ever 
h alth con CiOllS, he limit bacon s rv­
ings, saying, "A little bit will not kill 
you." Last year everything erved on 
the table came traight from their gar­
den and barnyard . 

Wild Rose Inn 
AntiquecoUectorsfrom the Bay Area, 

Sandi and Joe Antonucci were natu­
rally drawn to vada's olde t town, 
Genoa, when looking for a place to 
build a B&8. 

"Joe and 1 are history buffs," says 
Sandi, a doll maker. "That's why we 
were a ttracted to thi a rea to begin wi th. 

Joe collects old bottle, railroad spikes, 
and telephones." 

Their three- tory Queen Anne home, 
built from scratch, ha four gu t rooms, 
each with a private bath. Two of the 
room have great views of the Car on 
Valley Each room has an old telephone 
that Joe has restored. 

For breakfa t Sandi serve pecial 
omelets, such a one tuffed with ham 
and topped with a mushroom and 
cherry cream sauce. Another dish has 
corn bread, poached eggs, and cream d 
ham. In the afternoon she provide a 
wine and chee e break. Sandi and Joe 
can tell gue ts about historic sites as 
well as the good soak availableatnearby 
Walley's Hot Spring. 

Photos: Wittiam Carr/Stock Ex 



Bob and Linda Sanfilippo enjoy a spot of tea at their Genoa HOLlse Inn . 

Genoa House Inn 
Originally a one-story Victorian built 

by newspaper publisher A.c. Platt in 
1872, the Genoa House Inn had an extra 
floor added before Linda and Bob 
Sanfilippo bought the place about five 
years ago. Even then the two were avid 
B&B-goers, using their excursions as a 
good excuse to buy antiques. "It was 
such a delight thatwe decided that was 
the only way we'd stay," says Linda. 
"We knew someday we'd have a B&B 
ourselves." 

Linda, who grew up at Lake Tahoe, 
offers tips on activities like hiking, bi­
cycling, gliding, and hot-air ballooning. 
She is a potter, and Bob likes to fish and 
collect antique cars. 

Photo: Jay Aldrich 

Breakfast starts with a coffee tray at 
the door at 8:30 a.m. and then a full 
serving in the dining room. Regular 
fare includes homemade honey-al­
mond rolls, coddled eggs, ham or sau­
sage, juice, coffee, and fresh fruit. 

"We use the apples from our back­
yard," says Linda. "The birds eat the 
cherries, butno one will eat the plums­
they're horrible." 

She says guests should call a month 
in advance for reservations. About 
weddings: "Sometimes people can talk 
me into it," Linda says, "but I have to be 
in a real good mood." 

Winters Creek 
Pa t and Michael Stockwell, who own 
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Winters Creek, have never stayed in a 
B&B themselves. What's their experi­
ence with the public? Renting cars for 
one; working craft fairs for another. 

"From the car rental business you 
learn how to take care of people," says 
Michael, who says that they bought the 
Washoe Valley B&B to have" a piece of 
the earth and a chance to live in the 
country" 

Breakfast depends on the day. They 
make 10 different breads, including 
chocolate-cranberry and pumpkin­
custard coconut. Main courses include 
eggs Benedict, tipsy French toast made 
with triple sec and orange peel, and 
omelets with mushrooms and Canadian 
bacon. Local fruit and vegetables are 
served in season. 

The Stockwells specialize in wed­
dings and cater to Easterners who want 
a Western experience, including horse­
back riding. The Cape Cod-style house 
overlooks Washoe Valley There is also 
a teepee that, like the regular rooms, 
comes with breakfast. 

Deer Run Ranch 
Across Washoe Valley, Muffy and 

David Vhay opened their Deer Run 
Ranch B&B in March. Muffy a potter, 
grew up on an adjacent ranch that her 
father bought in the late '30s. David, an 
architect and builder, grew up in Reno. 

Their passive-solar house and 200-
acre ranch has a view of Washoe Lake 
and the Sierra. The fields, except in 
times of drought, are rich with alfalfa, 
which lures horse owners during the 
day and hundreds of deer in the fall. 
Thus the name Deer Run. 

The Vhays' place has two guest rooms 
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with private sitting area and patio, re­
frigerator, TV, VCR, above-ground pool 
in season, prolific vegetable garden, 
wood hop, and pottery 

Muffy ha pu t her toneware to the 
test in the kitchen. For breakfa t she 
prepare gg Florentine, eggs Provin­
cial, omelet with fresh garden veg­
etable , Belgian waffle with topping, 
fre h fruit, and homemade jellie and 
jam. 

Gue t can walk down to the lake, 
watch th deer, take a three-hour hike 
up to Virginia City and kat on the 
pond during th winter. The atmo-
ph r i ea y-going. "We didn't want 

a Victorian lace image," David says. 
"We wanted a comfortable plac to re­
lax and kkk your feet up." 

Haus Bavaria 
w to the B&B cene, Bick Hewitt 

comes mightily prepared. He worked 
for Pacific Southwest Airlines for 19 
year in food and beverage. "I enjoyed 
just knowing that everyone was get­
ting the food and beverage they 
wanted,"he ays. "!twa testingalotof 
menus and wines." 

Hewitt learned that Hau Bavaria 
was for ale from reading a San Diego 
pap'er, and he bought the Incline Vil­
lage B&B la t year. One of hi favorite 
di hescome fromGrandma:cornmeal 
pancakes made with buttermilk and 
serv d with bacon and sau age. He 
also serves mushroom quiche, fre h 
fruit, coffee, and juice. 

Hewitt says he like the bu iness. 
"The type of people who come to a B&B 
are different than any other people. 
The p ople have to r search it out. It 
means a little more than just coming 
into town and staying at a Motel 6." 
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MLiffij Vhay of Deer RLin (left) and Bick Hewitt of HaLl Bavaria prepare the repast. 

Harbor House 
Yerington, 80 mile south of Reno, is 

known for its small-town peace and 
quiet and the cattl pa ture of Ma on 
and Smith valley. Yerington al 0 has 
two B&Bs. 

One, in town, is the Harbor House 
own d by Donna and Ace Grulli. Ace 
was born in Yerington and has owned 
the Ford dealership for thepast43 years. 
"Got all my root in," says Ace. "I can't 
get out." 

Breakfast is served continental style, 
with fruit, bread, ch ses, coffee, and 
juice brought into a private dining room 
that's s t aside for guests. 

One attraction in town is the Lyon 
County Museum, opened Saturdays, 

Sunday, and by appointment during 
the week. The mu eum ha five build­
ings full of collection ,including Pai u te 
baskets, lot machine, guns, and ar­
rowhead . One of the building is an 
early day school house, "except the 
teacher's a dummy," laugh museum 
curator Merlyn Rempp. 

After the mu eum you might want to 
playa round of golf on the town' nine­
hole course, or take a short hike. 

"A lot of people walk the hills look­
ing for different kinds of rocks," ays 
Ace. Some wandering guests have 
earched ecretly for Lyon County' 

next big gold or silver strike, although 
their bonanzas usually consist of pho­
to and bli ter . 

Photos: Ctiff Glover (left). Wilham Carr/Slock Ex (right) 



Cleo Ross' Hnrdwicke House was built in 1862 as an icehouse and horse stable. 

Robric Ranch 
The Robric Ranch B& B is just ou tside 

Yerington on a 160-acre alfalfa ranch 
with horses, cows, dogs, and cats. 
Ow ners Roberta and Dick Stebbins, 
who have stayed at European B&Bs, 

Photo: Bill Germino 

say they offer another view of Nevada 
apart from the casino scene. "Out here 
you can hear coyotes and feel that na­
ture is around you," says Roberta. 

Guests stay in a two-bedroom cabin 
that is cozy for both couples and fami-
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lies. The structure, which was moved 
to the ranch from the mining town of 
Aurora, has its own bathroom and 
kitchen, where breakfast is served. The 
Stebbins pride themselves on their 
homemade bread and granola as well 
as their ranch-style eggs, pancakes, 
sausage, juice, and coffee. 

Hardwicke House 
In Silver City, Cleo Ross runs her 
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any people-tourists, fa ­
mous guests, even a future 
husband-first met Edith 
Palmer in her garden. 

Palmer was pruning roses one af­
ternoon when a woman approached. 
She later told a friend, "And behind 
this woman was a goddess, an abso­
lute goddess. And the woman was a 
movie company secretary and the 
goddess was Marilyn Monroe!" The 
movie star was in Reno filming The 
Misfit s. She had a suite at the Mapes 
Hotel, but, after meeting Palmer, 
Monroe often chose to have dinner or 
stay overnight in Virginia City at 
Edith Palmer's Country Inn. 

In the 1950s, '60s, and 70s, the 
Country Inn catered to European and 
African royalty' to Vanderbilts, 
Rockefellers, and du Ponts; to celeb­
rities of stage and film; to the casts of 
the TV shows Bonanza and Wagon 
Train; and to hundreds of other people 
attracted by the inn's fine food and 
conversation. Gourmet ran fea tures on 
the inn, Time recommended it, and 
food critics on both coasts raved about 
her cooking. By 1966, Edith Palmer's 
Country Inn was one of only 51 res­
taurants in the U.S. to receive a four­
star rating in the Mobil Travel Guide. 

Before becoming an innkeeper Ed ie 
Palmer had been an interior decora­
tor. In the 1940s she ran a lodge for 
divorcees in Reno. 

In 1948, while married to Reno 
banker Harry Fletcher, she bought an 
1862 Virginia City house with a large 
stone-walled wine cellar and flank­
ing gardens. She applied her elegant 
style to her new home. She worked 
daily in the gardens for relaxation 
and to cool her famous temper. She 
hung paintings by well-known artists 
in the stone cellar-room, which 
doubled as a dining room for the 
gourmet dinner parties she often 
hosted. Edie surrounded herself with 
creative and outspoken people, and 
her parties were famous among her 
friends and clients. 

In the mid-'50s following Harry's 
dea th, Edie decided to open her home 
for by-appointment-only gourmet 
dinners. When she began taking 
overnight guests, the Country Inn 
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Edie (right) with Donl1a al1d Mitch Miller 

was born. 
Palmer was in her garden weeding 

peonies one day in 1956 when Merrill 
Fingerson,a young airman from Stead 
Air Force Base, strolled by Seeing 
him admire her garden, she swept 
him in with a wave of her arm . 
Fingerson, who manages an exclusive 
jewelry store in San Francisco's 
FairmontHotel,recalls, "Edie invited 
me into her home for parties and for 
holidays. She had a soft place in her 
heart for strays, including at least me 
and two cats." 

Fingerson spent three years-"the 
highlights of my life"-working at 
the inn in the '60s. He remembers 
Edie's perfectionism. She was once 
quoted as saying, "When you are a 
gourmet, it comes from the soul. If 
you aren't a perfectionist, you can't 
cook with the same kind of love." He 
recalls she was fond of comparing 
cooking to playing the violin, saying, 
"If you've done it right, people will 
know it, even if they don't know 
how" She cooked in 19 ethnic tradi­
tions, from Korean to Lebanese to 
French, and tried to use ethnic vessels 
and decora tions. 

By 1959 the Country Inn was so 
successful that Edie bought another 
home nearby She needed help fixing 
it up, and one day as she tended 
marigolds, her soon-to-be-helpmate, 
Sam Kolodziej, introduced himself. 

"He walked in the garden ga te with 
that grin and bald head and said, 

'May I help you water?'" Edie later 
recalled. "I said, 'No, thank you.'" 
But Sam was a self-described "stub­
born Pollack," and he was definitely 
interested in this independent, ideal­
istic woman. They married, and he 
became an integral part of the inn's 
hospitality 

Grant Sawyer, Nevada governor 
from 1959 to 1966 and now a promi­
nent Las Vegas attorney recalls 
sending dignitaries up to Edie 
Palmer's because she was "well 
known for a fine and different sort of 
resta urant ambiance." Sawyer pa uses 
a moment before he says, "I hesitate 
to make the comparison, because of 
some unintended negative connota­
tions, bu t she was almost comparable 
to some of the famous madams of 
Virginia City, in thatshewasa woman 
with a very strong personality whose 
business was completely identified 
with her particular presence." Palmer 
herself once declared, "People come 
back because we're individualistic." 

Ironically Palmer preferred to eat 
much simpler food than she served 
her guests. Fingerson says she often 
fixed hamburgers, hot dogs, or canned 
chili for herself, Sam, and him. 

Bill Marks, proprietor of Virginia 
City's Crystal Bar, recalls, "Sam came 
in every day Edie often accompa­
nied him, and she always ordered a 
chocola te ice cream soda-never 
failed. My wife Margaret and I had 
dinner at the inn sometimes, and Sam 
was a very genial and humorous host. 
It was Sam who kept you company 
for cocktails and ushered you in to 
the dining room, where Edie served 
you. And, of course, the food was 
wonderful." 

Edie died in 1976, and Sam closed 
the Country Inn. After Sam died, the 
inn languished. Then, six years ago, it 
was reopened by Erlene Brown, a 
distant relative. Erlene says, "It was a 
longstanding dream of mine to run a 
bed and breakfast." She now caters 
more than a hundred weddings a 
year, and they are often held in the 
gardens when Edie's golden alyssum 
is in bloom. 

Donna M.H. Flanigan is a Reno writer 
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Hardwicke House much like the B&Bs 
found in Europe. 

"I've been around the world and have 
experienced European B&Bs, and 
travelers will find that here," she says. 
"The earliest concept of a B&B was that 
there were extra rooms in the home to 
take in travelers. Owners would hang a 
sign out saying B&B, so travelers could 
stay in European homes." 

Her two-story stone house was built 
in 1862 and atvarious times has been an 
icehouse, post office, general store, 
boardinghouse, dentist's office, and 
private quarters. The B&B is located on 
Main Street in the center of Silver City, 
a small town 10 miles east of Carson 
City and three miles south of Virginia 
City 

In the morning Cleo serves tradi­
tional fare: fruit, muffins, meats, eggs, 
juice, and coffee. "I find that people 
don't like surprise meals. They like a 
good hearty American breakfast," Cleo 
says. 

House on the Hill 
Unlike older Victorians, where noisy 

floorboards speak of ghostly intruders, 
the House on the Hill is anything but 
creaky The eight-year-old Victorian, 
which rises three stories up the side of 
Gold Canyon, is a tightly built passive­
solar building that keeps its interior 
warm even in the winter. "I have to be 
careful not to build a fire some morn­
ings if there's going to be sun," says 
manager Gail Redmond about the 
house's energy-efficient "envelop" de­
sign. 

Visitors can stay in the Julia Bulette 
or Mark Twain room, each with a sit­
ting area overlooking the first-floor 
sunroom. The Comstock bedroom has 
a '60s decor wi th wa terbed. On the 

third floor, the Gold Hill Sui te has a 
feinting couch, queen bed, pot-bellied 
stove, and private bath with claw-foot 
tub. 

For breakfast Redmond serves 
scrambled eggs with bacon or ham and 
homemade cherry blueberry apple, 
and lemon-puff pastries. There is al­
ways coffee and fruit in season . 

Visitors can explore Gold Hill as well 
as Virginia City a mile up the road. It's 
also fun just to relax on the outside 
porch . "Last New Year's morning we 
had 10 wild horses right off the porch, 
and they stayed all day" says 
Redmond. "We had a full house, and 

that was quite a treat." 

Edith Palmer's Country Inn 
The late Edie Palmer was famous as 

a gracious host (see page 20), and guests 
came from the far corners of the earth to 
sit down to her mou th-wa tering meals. 

The current owner, Erlene Brown, 
also tries to offer a warm brand of hos­
pitality at her Virginia City inn. For 
ins tance, smokers can puff only on the 
patio, but it's a great spot-anyone will 
enjoy the peaceful setting. 

"J find that people who come to the 
inn for the first time are people who are 

(Continued on page 48) 

You may not find Nevada's favorite town 
on the map. But if you want to see 

the real Nevada, you must see 
Sam's Town in Las Vegas. 

Sam's Town has old-fashioned 
hospitality, 24-hour action and excite­
ment. Dine in one of five outstanding 

restaurants. Relax in spacious rooms. 
Enjoy today's top lounge acts or 

bowling, dancing and swimming. 
Be sure to shop in the incompar-
able Western Emporium, Las 
Vegas' largest Western-wear 
store and unique gift shop. 
Acres of free parking, plus two 
complete RV Parks . 

Discover Sam's Town I 

For reservations, call toll -free , 
(800) 634-6371 or (702) 456-7777 

Where locals bring their friends. 

............ 'STOWN 
HOTEL & GAMBLING HALL 

Las Vegas, Nevada 
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In the middle of the 
Nevada-Utah desert, the 

air base at Wendover 
hid the secret atomic 

strike force that ended 
World War II. 

By William B. Wolfan 

Wendover Field was the base of pilot Paul Tibbets (top) al1d the Enola Gay which dropped the bomb 011 Hiroshillla. 
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agreement with comedian Bob Hope's 
description of Wendover as a "leftover 
Alcatraz with tents." 

Wendover Field, which straddled the 
Nevada-Utah state line just west of the 
Bonneville Salt Flats, was the base that 
spawned the Enola Gay and Bock's Car 
the B-29s that dropped the A-bombs 
that destroyed Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, bringing the war to a close. 
For months Wendover hid the secret 
organization and training of America's 
atomic strike group. 

Pre-war Wendover had a population 
of 125. In 1941 there was a lone gas 
station, the State Line Hotel, and a few 
scattered dwellings. It was more than 
100 miles to either Elko or Salt Lake 
City The Western Pacific Railroad 
made stops at Wendover, but its Expo­
sition Flyer did not come through every 
day 

I was sent to Wendover Field in 
January 1943 after graduating from 
officer candida te school in Miami Beach. 
Riding the Western Pacific across the 
Salt Flats to Wendover, I was shocked 
by the utter desola tion and wondered 
how I was going to adjust to my new 
home. I continued to wonder for 28 
long, dreary months. 

I was assigned to the public reI a tions 
office as assistant to Lieutenant Al 
Madden. A genius at dealing with 
people, Madden stressed honesty with 
the media. When he was transferred to 
Washington, D.C., that spring, I inher­
ited his job and his excellent contacts. 

The daily routine at the base was one 
of endless monotony The bomb groups 
moved in and then left after complet­
ing their training. Base personnel pro­
vided support services. They were stuck 
at Wendover. 

I recall a court-martial for a young 
private who had been AWOL for 169 
days. The defense counsel pleaded for 
mercy, citing the lonely life at Wendover 

and the ensuing depression that beset 
the young man . The eloquent plea 
moved the usually tough officers on 
the court-martial board, and they let 
the soldier off with six months' restric­
tion to base and forfeiture of pay 

Another enlisted man had problems 
of a different sort-the marrying kind. 
Each time this GI went on furlough, he 
married a different young lady, but he 
never did divorce wife number one. A 
total of five wives were receiving de­
pendent allowances. Finally a father of 
one of the brides became suspicious, 
called the personnel office, and exposed 
the Lothario. While the soldier was 
lodged in the lockup, jail guards inter­
cepted a letter to him from a potential 
sixth wife. He was dishonorably dis­
charged. 

Bizarre episodes were not limited to 
AWOL Gis and bigamists. One night I 
was making the rounds of the guard 
posts with Provost Marshal Lieutenant 
John Mancus when we spotted a mys­
terious light blinking in an abandoned 
shack on the field's perimeter. Mancus 

and I approached the shack with guns 
drawn, suspecting sabotage. A 11ash­
light quickly revealed the saboteurs-a 
half-clad corporal and his girlfriend 
making ardent love. Both nearly col­
lapsed at the sight of us. We could 
hardly restrain ourselves. Mancus 
yelled at the corporal, "You had better 
get out of here fast! If we ever catch you 
sneaking someone onto the base again, 
you'll get life in Leavenworth!" 

Despite its remote location, Wen­
dover was a busy base. According to 
records at the Utah Air Force Historical 
Society,12heavybombardmentgroups 
underwent second -phase training a t the 
field. A bombing and gunnery school 
also trained hundreds of men. At its 
height the field boasted more than 250 
barracks-type buildings, a 300-bed 
hospital, a post exchange, officer's and 
enlisted men's service clubs, a large 
consolidated mess hall, a gymnasium, 
two theaters, a chapel, huge hangars, 
and 7,500-foot runways. 

Wives of the soldiers worked in cleri­
cal positions on the base. An Associ­
ated Press writer arrived to do a story 
about Link trainers, but he was so im­
pressed by the women workers that he 
forgot all about the Link trainers. In­
stead he wrote an article on the "Work­
ing Wives of Wendover" that attracted 
national attention. 

Wendover Field came under the ju­
risdiction of the 15th Bombardment 
Wing, commanded by Brigadier Gen­
eral Robert Travis. When the general 
came for an inspection, he usually 
ended his visit by playing poker all 
night. If the general won, all was well. 
But if he lost, the base was often put on 
restriction for the next couple of days. 

Our men spent weekend passes in 
Elko, Ely and Salt Lake City Many 
preferred riding the bus all night be­
fore returning to the base in time for 
Monday roll call. 

The Enola Gay (above) and Bock's Car were B-29 bombers modified for long flights and fast turns. 
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Soldiers clem'ed the decks getting ready for usa dates and a Saturday nigllt dance. 

In Elko, a favorit wat ring hole for 
the GIs was the Commercial Hotel, 
owned by ewton Crumley and man­
aged by Pete Walters. In Wendover, the 
State Line Casino was the only game in 
town. 

Jack Bivans, a young actor who 
played Captain Midnight on radio be­
fore the war, had been presented with 
an expensive gold watch when he en­
listed. Bivans de cribed an unusual ar­
rangement he had with the State Line. 
"Every time I went broke, I would pawn 
that gold watch with the manager," the 
B-29 gunner told m . "Then I'd red em 
it on payday II 

Some of the bomber pilots di cov­
ered a novel way to pend time in Las 
Vegas. If a training flight took them 
anywhere near southern evada, the 
mere appearance of a few cloud in the 
sky would re ult in an RO ("remain 
over night") message back to Wen­
dover. Then the crew would land at 
Las Vegas Air Bas and head for 
downtown and a night at the dice and 
blackjack tables. The next day they 
would fly home. It wa a neat trick that 
worked most of the time. 

One important morale factorwa our 
talented base band. In addition to its 
military dutie ,the band played for the 
officer and ervice clubs. USO ho t­
essescameout from Salt Lake for dances 
on Saturday nights, making a 2S0-mile 
round trip. The band included pianist 

at Farber, later musical arranger for 
Dinah Shore, and violinist Teddy 
Silavin, who played with the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra. 

The camp newspaper was called the 
Salt Tablet. Its editor was Sergeant Ed 
Ronan, a Downbeat Magazine writer in 
civilian life, who made the paper 
sparkle. 

Photo: Hilt Air Force Base 

I traveled to Elko and Salt Lak fre­
quently to maintain press contacts. It 
was in Elko that I met Bing Crosby, 
who had a ranch at nearby Tu carora. 
He would come to the Commercial 
Hotel with his ranch manager, John 
Eckert, and Eckert invited me to visit 
the ranch. The Wendover base chap­
lain, Jame Minehan, went with me. He 
wanted to ask Crosby to help us attract 
more entertainers to our isolated out­
po t. 

We were warmly received and found 
Bing to be a quiet, re erved person with 
ake n en eofhumor.Hemadeusfeel 
right at home and erved us cocktails 
on the porch. He said he enjoyed ranch 
life more than Hollywood life. As we 
left, he told me to call hjm if J ever got 
out to the W st Coa t. He also prom­
ised to use his Hollywood influence to 
send us big names, a promi e he kept. 

Several week later I took a w ek's 
leave in Los Angeles. I telephoned 
Crosby' office and left a messag . Th 
next morning I nearly fell out of bed 
when Bing called me back at the 
Biltmore Hotel and said ther would be 
a pass waiting for me at the Paramount 
Studios. I was there in half an hour, 
tanding on the set of Crosby and Bob 

Hope's film Road to Utopia. The pair 
constantly broke up the cast with their 
ad libs. Then I went to lunch in the 
tudio commis ary with Hope and the 

others whil Bing r sted in his dres ing 
room. That njght Crosby arranged for 
me to attend his Kraft Music Hall radio 
broadcast at BC It was a day to re­
member for a movie buff from Grand 
Rapid, Michigan. 

Sometimes the stars flew into 
Wendover. One morning the adjutant 
asked me to m et a flying fortres com­
ing in from Gowen Field, Idaho, for a 

brief layover. The pilot was Lieut nant 
Jimmy Stewart. Ie corted Stewart and 
the other crew member to lunch while 
their B-17 was being refueled. When 
the actor was out of ear hot, the copilot 
told me that Stewart "i one fine B-17 
pilot and an outstanding airplane 
commander. The crew swearsby him." 
Jimmy went on to fly combat in Eu­
rope. 

Reno residents were active in up­
porting our air ba e. They arranged for 
a visit by Doris Duke, one of the world's 
riche twomen. Shewas ympathetic to 
our ob ious isolation and donated 
$10,000 to buy recreational furnitur 
for the enli ted men' dayrooms. 

Wendover'sremotenes gaveu carte 
blanche in bringing act to the field. W 
would provide air transportation in 
exchange for musical concerts, and 
Cro by put in a good word for us with 
MCA. We hosted at King Cole and 
His Trio, the Jimmy Lunceford Orches­
tra, and many other . 

I will never forget Spike Jones' City 
Slicker. Ten minute before they were 
to play a concert for 2,000 men the 
mu icianswerestillsippin.gmartini at 
the officer' club. I was frantic, but we 
finally got them to the gymnasium and 
onto the bandstand. What followed wa 
one of the most entertaining perfor­
mances I have ever s en. It lasted for 
three hours, and the cheering GT called 
for several encore . The band was en­
sational, meriting its status a a top 
musical group of that era. 

The Ted Fiorito Orche tra, a La Ve­
gas favorite, played for us one time 
after a harrowing flight. Somebody had 
forgotten to put enough parachute 
aboard their tran port plane when it 
stopped at the Kearney, ebra ka, air 
ba e. The band manager told me, "You 
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shouJd have s en our boys tum pale 
when they learned that we were five 
parachutes short. I guess we would 
have had to draw lots if an emergency 
had occurred. OUf guys kissed the 
ground when we landed a t Wendover." 

In th spring of 1944 the heavy 
bomb r training was susp nded, and 
for a short time the base had a P-47 
fighter school. But in the fall, every­
thing changed. 

That September I was ordered to re­
port to Second Air Force Headquarters 
in Colorado Springs. When I arrived, I 
was ush red into a private office by a 
major with counter-intelligence. The 
major locked the door. "Lieutenant, 
we've had you checked out very thor­
oughly. You have excellent relations 
with the media," he said. 

"You are about to inherit the num­
ber-one priority project in the military 
but I can't tell you what it is. As of now 
the only thing you can say about 
Wendo erFieldisthatitisa'routin B-
29 training base.'" 

The major continued, "How ver, let 
me warn you that should any undue 
curioSity be aroused out there b call e 
of you, I wouJd suggest that you dig 
yourself a hole in the Salt Flats because 
General Arnold himself will be coming 
out looking for your scalp!" 

When I returned to Wendover, I 
found a top-secret security clearance 
form on my desk. I had to fill it out 
immediately Two days later a squad­
ron of 15 B-29s from the 504th parent 
group at Fairmont, Nebraska, flew into 
Wendover Field under the command 
of Lieu tenant ColonelPauJ Tibbets, one 
of the corps' top combat pilots. The 
base also got a new CO in the person of 
Colonel Clifford Heflin, a Californian 
who had been decorated by the British 

26 NEVADA MAY/JUNE 91 

The crew of the Enola Gay poses after the bombing of Hiroshima in August 1945. 

for flying unarmed missions to aid the 
French underground. 

Thus, in total secrecy, the 509th 
Composite Group b gan the training 
that led to its atomic-bomb attacks on 
Japan and the war's end. 

Symbolic of what was to come was a 
sign in front of h adquarters that read: 
"What you hear here, what you see 
here, when you leav here, let it tay 
here." 

Security was the order of the day 
Clearances were requir d of all person­
ne1. Telephones were monitored, and 
railway and bus stations in Elko and 
Salt Lake City were placed under sur­
veillance to nab rumor mongers. 

J overheard one soldier telling an­
other, "I don't want to know what's 
going on here. If I don't know any­
thing,lcan't reveal anything that would 
viola te securi ty " 

r was baffled by the presence of two 
naval officers at Wendover, hundreds 
of miles from sea. Then there were two 
individuals who sat acro s from me at 
the officer' club dining table. One was 
a thin, frail-looking man who seemed 
distracted and aid littl except to ask 
me to pass the mashed potatoes. Unlike 
the avy men, th two were not intro­
duced to any of us. I found out why 
later. 

The frail-looking civilian was Dr. J. 
Robert Oppenheimer, head of the Los 
Alamos Atomic Bomb Laboratory in 
New Mexico. The other was physicist 
Norman Ramsey, a future winner of 
the obel Prize for physics and a key 
figure in the Manha ttan Project. The 
naval officers were the weaponeers for 
the atomic-bomb raids. Captain W.S. 
(Deke) Parson armed the Hiroshima 
bomb, which was code-named "Little 
Boy," and Lieu tena n t Commander Fred 

Ashworth armed "Fat Man," th bomb 
that destroyed agasaki. 

The actual weapon was still months 
away from testing, so dummy bombs 
were built in the size of the real ones. 
The B-29 of the 509th were specially 
modified to carry the bomb. They were 
stripped of all armor except for the 
tailguns to provide greater speed and 
maneuverability Greater speed would 
enable the superfortresses to climb to 
higher altitudes and escape enemy 
fighters. The bomber crews practiced 
theshaJ"p turns necessary to move away 
from the hock wave and mu hroom 
cloud that would follow each bomb' 
impact. They practiced bomb drops on 
the Salt Flats and on floating targets in 
California' Salton Sea. 

Lieu tenan t General Leslie Groves, th 
head of the Manhattan Project, later 
wrote that Wendover was chos n for 
the atomic strike group primarily be­
cause of its isolation. The site also was 
within flying distance of Los Alamo 
and th Salton Sea. 

Tibbets held a base mass meeting 
and asked for volunteers to fill the full 
complement. He said he could not tell 
the men what they were volunteering 
for, bu t a large number joined up, mak­
ing a total of 1,750 men in even squad­
rons. 

The grow1d echelon of the 509th left 
Wendover in April 1945, traveling by 
sea to Tinian in the Marianas Island , 
11SOOmil sfromJapan. The flying crews 
departed in mid-May There still was 
no bomb. The scientists were still 
working on it. 

On July 16, 1945, the successfuJ te t 
took place at Alamogordo, New Mexico. 
Three weeks la ter the bomb was loaded 
into the Enola Gay on Tinian, awaiting 
the go-ahead from President Truman. 
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On August 6, the bomb was dropped 
on Hiroshima, and at Wendover Field 
the terrible secret was out at last. 

Today 45 years later, Wendover is a 
thriving community On the Utah side 
there are schools, churches, shopping 
centers, and various business services. 
Travelers entering West Wendover in 
Nevada find half a dozen hotels and 
casinos awaiting them. At night the 
glittering lights resemble a little Las 
Vegas in that once deserted land. 

Wendover's war memories still re­
main. The remnants of the old barracks 
are plainly visible from the highway 
The World War II bombers, like Wen­
dover Field, are relics of a distant past. 
But there is no denying the impact on 
mankind of the atomic strike force that 
was assembled there. The world has 
never been the same since. q 

William B. Wolfan of Chicago is a longtime 
newspaperman and broadcast journalist. 

Wendover Field, 
the World War II 

training base for the 
E nola Gay crew and the 
rest of the atomic strike 
group, was home to 
more than 20,000 soldiers 
during the war. Today about 
80 of the base's nearly 700 origi­
nal structures are still standing, in­
cluding some B-29 hangars. In 1977 
Wendover purchased part of the air­
port from the military, and it is now 
used for general aviation. "The mili­
tary uses it for emergency landings, but 
they don't have any particular sched­
ule they keep to," says Lorraine Merl, 
director of the Wendover U.s.A. Visi­
tors/Convention Bureau. 

Last August more than 500 members 
of the509th Composite Group reunited 
in Wendover, and a monument was 
unveiled. Diana Gierhart, coordinator 
of the three-day reunion, explains, ''It 
is not a monument to the bombing but 
a celebration of peace." 

For interested tourists, the visitors 
bureau offers free tours of what re­
mains of the base, and old photographs 
and memorabilia are on display at the 
Nevada Welcome Center on the 
Wendover Highway.-Carolyn Short 

Our new Monorail turns 
two great resorts into one. 
• 600 Deluxe Guest Rooms and Suites 
• Six Great Restaurants 
• Free Showroom Entertainment 
• World-class Casino Gaming 
• Race & Sports Books 
• Free Monorail, Ferris Wheel 

and Merry-Go-Round Rides 

$16~e~ight 
Room 

$29 Weekends/Holidays 

1·800·367·7383 

Stateline, Nevada· 40 miles south of Las Vegas on 1·15 
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GALLERY 

WILD WATER 

W ild Horse Reservoir and the snow-covered Independent Range caught 
the attention of David Muench while on a trip in northeastern Nevada. 

A nationally known photographer who lives in Santa Barbara, Muench took 
this picture in late May "It was just a defensive reaction to a beautiful thing, a 
place between planned and scheduled work," he says. "The lichen in the 
foreground represents land and space and gives a sense of place. Of course, the 
reservoir isn't a wild place, but it's water in a wild country" CJ 
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WILDLIFE 

BURROS BEWARE 

A t last count there were 55 wild burros roaming the Red Rock Canyon 
area, 20 miles west of Las Vegas. A favorite attraction, burros can never­

theless be dangerous. They often kick or bite those who get too close-a good 
reason why feeding is discouraged. The animals, too, can be hurt. "A lot of 
people were looking at the burros," says photographer Kent Dannen of Estes 
Park, Colorado, who took this photo. "I imagine they might be something of a 
traffic hazard." Indeed, one or two burros are killed each month by cars. CJ 
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MAIN STREET 

Horses are 
plentiful in tlie 
Moapa Valley, 
especially at 
Wayne 
Newton 's 
Arabian ranch. 
At left is 
trainer Judy 
Scott. Farm­
land stretches 
below Mormon 
Mesa near 
Overton (jar 
left) . 

LIFE ON THE 
MUDDY 

Folks around Overton have a strong 
Mormon heritage and relaxed way of life. 

Story and photos by Kate Butler 

F
or thousands of years the 
Muddy River has flowed the 
30-mile length of the Moapa 
Valley, carving long, fla t mesas 

and bringing relief to the arid land. 
Carp and Moapa dace have darted be­
tween its pools. Willows and salt ce­
dars have flourished on the river's 
banks, and roadrunners and quail have 
lived in the dense underbrush . 

It's been said that the river doesn ' t 
deserve thename Muddy because at its 
source in Warm Springs, at the north­
ern end of the upper valley the water 
runs warm and clear. But as it flows 
southward through the alkaline bad­
lands tha t sepa ra te the upper and lower 

valleys, the river picks up sediment 
and becomes clouded. It was in this 
area that early travelers along the Old 
Spanish Trail named the stream, and 
the valley it fed, the Muddy 

Although no one can say for certain 
where the water comes from, the clear 
springs have always provided a steady 
flow of water regardless of rainfall or 
drought. Some people think the springs 
are fed by a large aquifer that starts in 
northern Nevada and bubbles up in 
various spots along its length (see Ne­
vada, Sept/Oct '86). 

"It's a mystery just where this water 
comes from, but the same amount of 
water always flows," says Grant 
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COllll11unity leader Grant Bowler finds good conversation on IIi 
front porch. At right, a valley view from ti,e railroad tracks. 

Bowler, retir d Moapa Valley chool 
principal and Mormon lead r. "There' 
moreatflood time ,ofcour ,butnever 
less." 

Over the centuries the Muddy has 
lured pione r to the Moapa Valley­
Indians, white explorer ,Mormon mi -
ionaries, Mexican migrants, snow­

bird , and, lately city folks in earch of 
a more relaxed way of life. 

It was a second wave of Utah settlers 
from theChurch of Jesus Christo fLatter 
Day Saints who established the area's 
LDS heritage over the la t 125 years. 
During that period the little valley was 
i olated by it ize, distance from city 
lif ,and commonality of thought. Time 
and a burg oning La V ga are 
bringing changes to the Moapa Valley 
but much of it inheritance and rural 
beauty till remain. 

"Where would you go on this earth 
to find a mor peaceful, tranquil envi­
ronment?" asks Bowler, gazing out 
from his front porch at blue kies,green 
tr es, and open spaces. 

Moapa Valley is located just north of 
Lak Mead about halfway between Las 
Vegas and St. Gorge, Utah. The nar­
row lu h valley was once divided 
naturally into upper and lower sec-

32 NEVADA MAY/JUNE 91 

tions by the narrow of the Muddy 
River. It i now more abruptly sepa­
rated at Glendale by Inter tate 15. 

Small settl ments in the upper valley 
include Warm Springs; Moapa, once a 
lively railroad town; the service-sta­
tion area of GI ndale; and the Moapa 
Indian R ervation. Paiute and Mor­
mon lived in close proximity when 
Mormon mi ionarie ettled in Moapa 
Valley in 1865. Today, mo t Paiute de-
cendants who have stayed live on the 

re ervation, even mile northwest of 
GI ndale. The U.s. governmentcreated 
th re ervation in 1873. It wa named 
Moapah-wat r valley-and was the 
first Indian re er ation in evada. 

The larger towns of Overton and 
Logandale, now joined a the 
unincorporated town of Moapa Valley 
are connected by State Route 169 in the 
lower vall y Home, tore, r al e tate 
offices, barn , and an occa ional silo 
are scattered among alfalfa fields and 
livestock pastures. ew r idences are 
moving up the bench lands where ru­
in of ancient Indian civilizations and 
early Mormon ettlement lie hidden 
in the sand. 

Judge Marl y Robinson, who grew 
upranchinginthevalley, ay helove 

the early morning view as he drives 
over the cre t of the hill a f w miles 
south of 1-15 in the lower valley 

"Everyday," he ays, "I low thecar 
to enjoy the scene, with thealfalfa field 
across the va lley the Valley of Fire, and 
the mesa, Bowman Re ervoir, and Lake 
Mead in the distance." 

Among the fir t people to stay and 
appreciate the valley's land cape were 
the Ba ketmaker ,who ettled in the 
valley as early as 1,000 years before 
Christ. They wove fine baskets from 
willows and yucca plants and hunted 
deer, rabbit, and bighorn heep. 

The Pueblo people-the Ana azi, or 
"ancientones"-who followed lived in 
th valley from th time of Chri t to 
about 1500 A.D. At the peak of their 
civilization, around 800 AD., a many 
a 3,000 people lived in villages along 
the Muddy They grew cotton, built 
adobe home, and created beautiful 
black-and-white pottery Then, some­
time between the 13th and 16th centu­
ri ,they vanished. 

The valley wa not left vacant, how­
ever, a Paiute Indians entered on the 
heels of the Pueblos. The nomadic 
Paiutes gathered mesquite beans along 
the river to make into pone cake and 



during the hot summers hunted game 
in the mountains. 

The first white man known to pass 
through Moapa Valley was Jedediah 
Smith, whomadethetrekin 1826. Later, 
Mormon explorers visited the area 
while scouting routes on the Colorado 
River and sites for Mormon settlements 
between Utah and the Pacific. 

The Muddy Mission was one of a 
chain of settlements in Brigham Young's 
grand plan. In 1864 Young sent a small 
group of church members to establish a 
mission in Moapa Valley There were 
eight men, three women, and four 
children in the party led by Thomas 
Sasson Smith. They founded the valley's 
first white settlement near the junction 
of the Muddy and Virgin rivers in Janu­
ary 1865. That town, St. Thomas, later 
would be covered by Lake Mead. 

The settlers grew sugar cane, corn, 
and, like the Anasazi, cotton. But life 
was rugged in their remote outpost, 
and grasshoppers and floods wiped 
out crops. 

Angry about taxes levied by Nevada 
when the valley was transferred to the 
Sil ver Sta te, Young urged the settlers to 
return home. All but three men voted 
to leave the valley and 600 Moapa Val-

The creek-sized Muddy River may have been named by Jedediah 
Smith, who passed through in 1826. 

ley pioneers, some burning homes be­
hind them, returned to Utah in 187l. 

In a personal history Ida Kirkham 
wrote of the return of the Murdock 
family' 

"When they left the home, Elizabeth 

Until the 1920s, 

when the valley got 

indoor plumbing, 

ditch water was used for 

most household needs. 

Several homes had a gate 

to hold the water and a 

little tub for bathing. 

looked back and could see smoke ris­
ing from the house. Alva [her son] ad­
mitted touching a match to it so they 
couldn't go back. He wanted to go 
where schools were, and people, and 
where his mother wouldn't have to 
work so hard." 

In 1880, though, Mormon families 
returned to try again . It is from this 
second wave that the valley's LOS lin­
eage was established. 

The new settlers built homes, a few 
stores, and a small school that also 
served as their church. The arrival of 
the railroad in 1904 brought new ser­
vices and products from Los Angeles 
and Salt Lake City 

Chick Perkins, former curator of 
Overton's Lost City Museum, remem­
bers riding the Union Pacific caboose to 
Las Vegas as a child. Sometimes the 
train would slow down near Moapa to 
let the crew and passengers hun t quail. 

"One day coming back from Las 
Vegas, the brakeman, conductor, and 
everybody were out walking, hunting 
quail," he says. "I stood on the back of 
the caboose and pointed to where the 
quail fell. It took two hours to go 18 
miles." 

Overton's first light company was 
housed in the Whitehead house. Lucille 
Whitehead Bunker, the second child in 
the family later recalled in a letter that 
"the switch to turn off the town lights 
was up in the front dormer window, 
which was my bedroom, and as a child, 
I had the privilege often of turning off 
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Generations of Moapa Valley residents have beat the summer heat at Bowman Reservoir 

the town lights at 10 p.m." 
Until the 1920s, when the valley got 

indoorplumbing,ditch water was used 
for most household needs. Several 
homes had a gate to hold the water and 
a little tub for bathing. 

For years the Moapa Valley was a 
kind of Garden of Eden, producing 
cantaloupes, cotton, tomatoes, corn, 
cabbage, radishes, asparagus, and on­
ions. The soils were swampy and rich 
in humus from periodic flooding. 

Flooding was a serious and frequent 
problem for the farmers. Dell Robison, 
who farmed with his father and ran his 
own dairy operation, still talks about 
the time his fa ther' s fields were flooded, 
sending cabbage heads floating down 
the Colorado River as far away as Cali­
fornia. 

Nineoutof10Moapa Valley families 
were farmers in the early days, and 
close to 100 percent were LOS, accord­
ing to Bowler. Mormon families had 
five or six kids, he says, and they worked 
as families. "The children had to get up 
in the morning and do chores, go home 
from school at night and milk cows, 
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and work on Saturdays and harvest 
crops," Bowler says. "It makes a differ­
ence in their attitude when they learn 
how to work." 

Later Mexican families came to the 

Dell Robison 

still talks about the time 

his father's fields 

were flooded, 

sending cabbage heads 

floating down the 

Colorado River as far 

away as California. 

valley to pick crops while moving 
northward with the season from Texas, 
through Arizona, Nevada, and Utah to 
Idaho and Washington. They lived in 
small shacks on the farmlands . Often 

entire families worked the fields. 
At thepeak of the season, 3,000 Mexi­

cans stayed in the valley. Cinco de Mayo 
celebra tions drew crowds from all over 
southern Nevada. There were mariachi 
bands, games, dancing, and home­
cooked Mexican food, and almost every 
weekend the Mexican Club held com­
munity dances. 

In the end, local farmers say federal 
regulations, not flooding or drought, 
killed the row-crop industry in Moapa 
Valley They say they could not pro­
vide the housing required for migrant 
workers and still compete in the mar­
ketplace. 

Kiyoshi Yamashita, who farmed in 
Moapa Valley for nearly half a century, 
was one of the last to abandon the 
business. He painted and plumbed the 
migrant houses as required but finally 
quit in 1974 because the costs were too 
great. 

Quitting did not come easy to 
Yamashita, who comes from a long line 
of survivors. His grandfather rode a 
mule from South America to the U.s. to 
farm in California. Then, after building 
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a profitable truck farming business 
there, his family was driven out by 
discriminatory laws. In the Moapa Val­
ley through hard work and long hours 
trucking their vegetables to Las Vegas, 
they survived price drops only to face 
hostilities against Japanese-Americans 
during World War II. 

At one of his Henderson stops, 
Yamashita was attacked when he tried 
to deliver vegetables. Some Moapa 
Valley residents tried to drive him out 
by petition . 

"That's one of those things that you 
just have to take as it comes," Yamashita 
ays today 

Like others, Yamashita eventually 
switched to alfalfa. He has about 25 
acres in production now but he says 
small farmers can't keep up with in­
flation. In 1984 he started selling off his 
hill ground to developers. 

Three or four farmers are still in the 
business of growing alfalfa and green 
chop for horses and cattle, but most 
grow the feed primarily for their own 
animals. 

Ann Davis, management assistant at 
the Lost City Museum, grew up in 
Overtonduringthe 40sand'50s, when 
children's lives were less complicated. 

"We had three cafes that stayed open 
until nine in the evening, soda foun-
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Kiyoshi Yalllashita, who still grows alfalfa, rel11el11bers trucking vegetables to Vegas. 

tains and a jukebox, roller skating, and 
outdoor bowling. Things weren'torga­
nized like they are now You just got 
together and had fun." 

They swam in the river at the 
headgate where six smaller ditches 
come together. For a few cents they 
played games at the community can­
teen. Everyone-children, parents, and 

grandparents-came to the dances, 
picnics, and baseball games. 

"It was easier because you knew ev­
erybody, and everybody participated 
to make it work," Davis says. 

The community spirit was due in 
large part to the small population and 
its strong Mormonism. 

Davis' cousin and childhood buddy, 



Tania Payne, spent some of her early 
years in California. Payne, now the 
Overton librarian, says that when she 
returned, she was shocked to find so 
many Mormons in the schools. 

"If you weren't LOS, you were al­
most considered an outsider back in 
the '50s," she says. "All the teachers 
and students were LOS. They inter­
mingled school and church a lot." 

Although the LOS affiliation in 
Moapa today has dropped to around 
50 percent, Mormon lineage is still 
prized by those Mormons who identify 
with their pioneering grandparents or 
great-grandparents. Even people who 
have lived in the valley for decades 
don't consider themselves old-timers. 

"Forty or 50 years-that's a short­
comer," says Chick Perkins, grinning. 
"We like to go back a hundred years." 

There are six different faiths listed in 
the local phone directory but in daily 
conversation, when people say 
"church," everyone knows they mean 
Mormon. 

Besides religion, one of the things 
that brings people together are the 
floods. 

A major storm on August 10, 1981, 
causedgreatdamagetoOverton, which 
was hit by flood waters from two direc­
tions. "It was the worst and the best 

Librarian Tania Payne has seen a few floods, including the big one in '81. 

thing that ever happened to this val­
ley," says Payne, whose home was the 
first one struck. "Truck loads of people 
came from all over to help, and it was 
tedious, dirty stinking work. It was a 
tragedy but it pulled us all together." 

She reca Us, "It was a strange, strange 
day It turned all black and the wind 
blew hard. The force of the rain almost 

knocked you down." 
From inside their home, Payne and 

her husband saw a tree fall on their car. 
They heard the roar of a huge wall of 
water heading toward them. Soon mud 
and water flowed into their house as 
they scra mbled to get on the roof. From 
there they watched their car float down 
the street. 
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During the flood 

they watched their car 

float down the street. 

Later, they found 
their horse, Thunder, 

in a tree. They 

renamed him Wonder, 

but he was 

never quite the same. 

Later they found their horse Thw1-
der in a tree. They renamed him Won­
der, but he was never quite the same. 

The flood damaged some of 
Overton's old buildings and prompted 
several people to take an inventory of 
the valley's historic properties. Ar­
chaeologist Pat Olson and museum 
curator Ann Davis, along with the 
Moapa Valley Historical Association, 
published a survey of 61 Overton 
buildings that are at least 50 years old. 

Still, "progress takes precedent over 
preserva tion here," Olson says. The 
buildings' survival depends on indi­
vidual owners, she explains. 

Unfortunately the interest in antiq­
uities sparked by the flood has receded 
like the water. Most concerned citizens 
are frustrated by their lack of power, 
funds, and time. 

Chick Perkins is more blunt than 
Olson about the interest in preserving 
Moapa Valley's historic sites: "This 
bunch of people in here don't seem to 
give a damn for anything. We got the 
church goers-all they want to do is go 
over there and hallelujah. They don't 
care about the antiquities." 

Recent changes in Moapa Valley can 
be seen in the increasing numbers of 
residents who commute to work outside 
the valley About 30 percent drive to 
jobs in Las Vegas, Mesquite, St. George, 
and other distant spots. The lucky ones 
work in local retailing, government, 
real estate, banking, mining, and other 
industries. Hidden Valley Dairy and 
Nevada Power Company's Reid 
Gardner Plant are the two largest pri­
vate employers. Those who live by 
farming probably represent no more 
than five percent of the valley's work 
force. 

Simplot Silica, a half-century-old 
mining operation near Overton, em­
ploys 45 people. The silica is a high-



quality white sand used in making glass 
and foundations. 

The Moapa Valley Telephone Com­
pany, which has been making connec­
tions since 1909, has a work force of six. 
It started as a mom-and-pop operation 
with a single wire running through the 
mesquite trees to a magneto switch­
board in the old Whitehead store. Now 
the phone company serves the area 
between Warm Springs and Echo Bay 
MVTC hookups can fax, research by 
modem, set up conference calls, receive 
messages, or direct dial anywhere in 
the world where phones exist. 

"It's always been part of my life," 
saysmanagerCal Lyon of the company 
"As young kids, we would sometimes 
answer it and make connections for 
people. I1earned to postholes at the age 
of 12 or B." 

"My parents would shut it down for 
a few hours on Sunday while they wen t 
to church," Lyon adds. "That caused 
some heartburns at times, but people 
knew where to come and get you in an 
emergency situation." 

Today real estate is a growing busi­
ness in Moapa Valley, and the increase 
in land prices often brings a wistful 
look to old-timers who sold their land 
before the price rise. Chick Perkins re­
calls selling 80 acres of tax land that he 

Ann Davis works at the Lost City Museum, named for the valley's Pueblo ruins. 

bought for $1.25 an acre in order to 
finance his daughter's education. As he 
tells it: 

"A guy came along and said, 'I'll give 
you $12.50 an acre for that. Bunch of 
damn old sand hills. I paid $1.25 per 
acre. Sold! 

"Another guy came along on the 

other good 40. 'I'll give you $90 an acre 
for that. For the airport. Hell of a good 
profit. Sold! 

"Now that sells for $7,500 to $9,000 
an acre. If I could have just held on to 
it," he says with a chuckle. 

There's always talk in town about 
land. Wayne Newton is selling his large 
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MOAPA VALLEY: 

OUT 

AND 

ABOUT 

V isitors to the Moapa Valley 
60 miles northeast of Las Ve­
gas, will find an excellent 

Pueblo Indian museum, restaurants 
and other services, and lots of places 
to explore in the Lake Mead area. 
Like most of southern Nevada, the 
valley is hot in the summertime, when 
temperatures daily reach or surpass 
100 degrees. But the spring and fall 
weather is ideal for camping, and 
even the summer is fine for touring if 
your car's air-condi tioner is working. 

Lost City Museum: The sta te-run 
museum at Overton's south end has 
one of the most complete collections 
of Anasazi culture in the Southwest, 
including projectile points, pottery 
basketry, and reconstructed outdoor 
dwellings. The museum also has a 
good gift shop. 

Valley of Fire State Park: Twelve 
miles south, this state park has eerily 
beautiful red sandstone formations, 
Indian petroglyphs, hiking trails, and 
family and group camping. Thepark's 
visitor center has information on the 
area's human and natural history 

Overton Beach and Echo Bay: 
These are nearby entrances to the Lake 
Mead National Recreation Area and 
its fine opportuni ties for wa ter skiing, 
boating, fishing, windsurfing, and 
swimming. The Echo Bay Resort has 
boat facilities, a small store, restau­
rants, and lodging. 

More Recreation: The valley has 
several local parks, lighted tennis 
courts, ball fields, and wa terfowl 
hunting in the Overton Wildlife 
Management Area. Across the lake is 
the Gold Butte Backcountry Byway 

Tour for History Buffs: Records 
compiled by the Moapa Valley His­
torical Association and Lost City 
Museum can be found a t the museum. 
They are good springboards to a self­
guided tour of old Mormon homes. 
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Kids ride an eleplwnt at the valley's 
Clark County Fair in April (above). The 
adobe-built Lost Cihj Museum in 
Overton is a year-round attraction (right). 

Many of the buildings, two of which 
date from the 1860s, have been re­
shaped over the years and are still in 
use. Ask for the museum's handout. 

Dining and Lodging: Besides Echo 
Bay Resort, the area has several small 
restaurants with specialties favored 
by locals: the Glendale Cafe and 
Logandale's La Mesa for hamburgers 
and steak; Horn's Cafe in Logandale, 
especially for homemade pie; and in 
Overton, Maria's for breakfast and 
cheeseburgers, Tom's for greatpizza, 
and the Inside Scoop for excellent 
sandwiches, nachos, and generous 

The Overton area is by Lnke Mead and 1-15. 

portions of ice cream. There are three 
bars-the Red Rooster, Sportsman, 
and Glendale Cafe-and four places 
to bed down-the Plaza Motel, 
Overton Motel, Glendale Service, and 
Echo Bay Resort. 

Annual Events: The Clark County 
Fair, held in April at the Logandale 
rodeo grounds, has all the trappings 
ofa fine country fair-livestock, crafts, 
food competitions, rodeos, ferris 
wheels, pig racing, and hot dogs. 

Overton's spring art show is spon­
sored by the Moapa Valley Art Guild 
and is in its 36th year. 

Information: Write the Moapa 
Valley Chamber of Commerce, Box 
361, Overton, NV 89040, or stop by or 
call the Lost City Museum, 702-397-
2193.-Kate Butler 



Overton has become 

the senior-citizen capital 

of the valley. 

From September to April 

the population grows 

by a third, 

and with it the need for 

medical care. 

Arabian horse ranch located right in 
the middle of sleepy little Logandale. A 
plant that plans to burn tires to gener­
ate electrical power is said to be mov­
ing into the area. The town of Moapa 
has changed from an active railroad 
town-once known for its railroad de­
pot, saloons, general store, cement jail, 
and brothels-to neighborhoods of re­
tirees and commuters, with a new LDS 
chapel, elementary school, and com­
bined courthouse, library and com­
munity center. 

Overton has become the senior-citi­
zen capital of the valley From Septem­
ber to April the population grows by a 
third, and with it the need for medical 
care, ambulances, power, water, and 
telephone service. Localscomplain that 
the snowbirds don't pay their share of 
taxes and move out when the hot 
weather moves in. 

Most locals expect Moapa Valley to 
keep growing and become a bedroom 
community for Las Vegas. As more 
people move to the va lley, the Muddy 
River will probably remain the key to 
the valley's future. Its flow is depend­
able, but limited. 

Recently Las Vegas declared its in­
terest in the wa ters of outlying areas, 
including the artesian waters feeding 
the springs that feed the Muddy 

However, Judge Robinson says, 
ranch land that loses its wa ter becomes 
a problem, as upper Moapa Valley dis­
covered when the LDS ranch sold its 
wa ter rights to Nevada Power Com­
pany She says the Mormon ranch has 
many more dry fields now which af­
fect the neighbors. 

"The land does not go back to nature. 
It returns to cockle burrs and weeds," 
Robinson says, "and wind and floods 
carry their seeds to neighboring 
ranches. 

"We're worried now that as our val­
ley keeps growing, we're going to run 
short of wa ter. The wells will start to 

dry up and the springs will start to go 
down." 

Moapa Valley is watching Las Ve­
gas, Robinson says. " If they come to do 
it [appropriate wa ter], we're a closed 
basin. It shouldn ' t be easy to come get 
our water." 

A good time and place to consider 
the changes coming to Moapa Valley is 
during an evening picnic on Mormon 
Mesa overlooking Logandale and 
Overton. The access is a paved road 
that heads east from Overton, turns to 
dirt as it passes the ci ty dump, and 
winds up the cliffs. At the top of the 
mesa are places to spread out a picnic 

supper and enjoy the panorama atday's 
end. 

Thoughts are often clearer when 
golden rays sweep across alfalfa fields, 
sandstone cliffs glow with the setting 
sun, and the wa ters of Lake Mead to the 
south shine in the sweet light of early 
evening. 

To the north, out of sight, the springs 
send yet another surge of water flow­
ing down the Muddy River's ancient 
channel. C] 

Kate Butler isa Las Vegas writer-photogra­
pher She says the valley's Clark County 
Fair is one of her favorite celebrations. 

Contact ~uMka! 
County Chamber of Commerce 

P.O. Box 14 • Eureka . NV • 89316 

Phone: (702) 237-5484 
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TRIP OF THE MONTH 

STEAMIN' 

INTO 

SUMMER 
As the V&T chugs from 
Virginia City to Gold Hill, 
Bob Gray adds to the 
short line's long history 
By Gary Elam 

D
uring the train season in Vir­
ginia City from Memorial Day 
through October, the sounds and 

smells of the Virginia & Truckee Rail­
road are ever present. The blast of the 
steam whistle as the locomotive pulls 
out of the yard in the morning gets the 
blood pumping. The heart flutters as 
steam rises above the mine dumps and 
the nostalgic aroma of burning oil wafts 
from the fire box of old No. 29. When 
the train huffs and puffs up to the green 
and yellow ticket car on F Street, the 
waiting passengers let out a collective 
gasp. 

In a few minu tes they'll be riding one 
of the most famous railroads of all time. 

There's something about the sheer 
size and raw power of a steam train that 
creates an atmosphere of excitement. 
To visitors and rail fans looking for a 
link to the Comstock's bonanza days, 
the V &T is the real thing. 

During its heyday in the 1870s and 
'80s, the V &T made up to 45 runs a day, 
transporting gold and silver ore, lum­
ber, and passengers between Virginia 
Ci ty, Carson City, and Reno. After years 
of decline, the railroad was abandoned 
and dismantled after its last run in 1950. 

In 1976 Oakland businessman Bob 
Gray resurrected the V &T as a tourist 
line on a couple of miles of track. This 
May he's adding a new chapter to the 
short line's long history as the tracks 
push across State Route 342-Virginia 
City's main south entrance-to return 
to the Gold Hill depot for the first time 
since 1938. It's an event that train fans 
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The V&T hauled bullion and lumber in the 18705 011 the same route to Gold Hill. 

throughout the West will watch with 
much anticipation. 

The extension should be completed 
by Memorial Day Weekend, according 
to Gray "It's going to be a spectacular 
trip, just beautiful," hesaysofthe added 
half mile in Gold Hill, making each ride 
a 40-minute round trip. 

Gray and his crew began pushing the 
rails farther into Gold Hill two years 
ago. They first tried to clear Tunnel No. 
3-originally more than 400 feet long­
which had been filled for years with 
Comstock muck. They installed sup-

ports to prevent cave-ins, but rocks 
crashed down and closed the tunnel 
again near the highway crossing. "We 
thought we'd be done by now," Gray 
said in February "It was a major set­
back." 

Gray decided to go around the tun­
nel with a tight curve of19 degrees. The 
breathtaking corner may in fact offer 
the best view down Gold Canyon of the 
trip. From there it's a few hundred 
yards to the highway in downtown 
Gold Hill, where a crossing is being 
installed. If everything goes right, Gray 
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Bob Gray (left) resurrected the Virginia City railroad in 1976. He plans to reach the Gold Hill depot (right) this spring. 

says the V&T will pull into the Gold 
Hill depot on Saturday, May 2S. 

The extension is the culmina tion of a 
dream, Gray says, one that also involves 
a platform to sell tickets, a railroad 
museum, and maybe even a dinner 
train in the evenings. 

During the V&T's IS-year run the 
tourist railroad has become one of Vir­
ginia City's biggest attractions. Gray 

says, "It's famous beca use the Comstock 
is so famous. We have fan clubs the 
world over-in Japan, Switzerland, 
Australia, England." 

Why do old-time trains attract so 
many fans? "It's a combination of 
things, I guess," Gray says. "People just 
love trains and the s team. Steam trains 
have an appeal all their own. And the 
V &T is a historic trip. It really takes you 

back." 
Today's V&T is pulled by No. 29, an 

oil-burning s team engine built by 
Baldwin Locomotive Works in Phila­
delphia in 1916. It's what train people 
refer to as a 2-8-0, which means it has 
two pilot wheels, eight drive wheels, 
and no trailing wheels. In addition, 
Gray recently acquired a backup engine, 
No.8, a 2-6-2 locomotive made in 1907 

A trip to Ethel M®Chocolates 
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Hotel (102) 383-3340 ' Holiday Inn Strip (102) 131-1199 · frontier Hotel (102) 194-3430 ' 
Circus Circus (102) 191-5994 • O'Shea's (102) 192-9550 
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Don't Miss The All New 
Liberace Museum 

See the dazzling jewelry, priceless antiques, 
million-dollar wardrobe, and memorabilia 
that made "Mr. Showmanship" one of the 
most beloved entertainers of all time! 

Monday. Saturday 10 • 5, Sunday 1 - 5 

"I" 11 ~ 11 
--:tllJJ~ 

TIlE 
LIBERACE 

MUSEUM 

1775 E. TROPICANA AVENUE, LAS VEGAS, NV 891 L9, 702·798·5595 

March 15, 16 & 17 - "Shooting the West II" 
A Nevada Photography Experience 

May 11 & 12 - Barrel Futurity and Derby 
May 24 27 - Old Timer's Team Roping 
June 1 & 2 - Winnemucca Mule Show and Races 

June 8 & 9 - Winnemucca Basque Festival 
June 15 & 16 - Red Mtn. Pow Wow,(McDermin) 
June 16 - Fathers Day BBQ, (Paradise Valley) 
July 4 & 5 - Twin States Stampede, (McDermin) 
August 17 & 18 Nevada Open Horse Show 

~ =:::::::-~ 
LABOR DAY WEEKEND EVENTS 
Western Art Round Up and Buckaroo Poetry 

Winnemucca Rodeo Nevada's Oldest! 
Tri-County Fair 

Sept. 7 & 8 {pari-mutuel Thoroughbred, 
Sept. 14 & 15 Quarter Horse & Mule Racing 

Sept. 14 & 15 - Ranch Hand Rodeo 
Sept. 26 29 - Nevada State 4·H Exposition 

Winnemucca C.V.B. 

(702) 623-507t 
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For Further Information 

Write or Phone 50 Winnemucca Blvd. West 

Winnemucca, NV 89445 

The light at the end of the tunnel, 

for the Feather River Short Line. 
This summer, because of the added 

time to reach Gold Hill, Gray says the 
normal 10 daily trips will be cut to nine, 
starting as usual at 10:30 a.m, The last 
train of the day will pull out at5:45 p.m, 
Because of the cost of the railroad cross­
ing, he said, he may have to raise ticket 
prices 50 cents to $4 for adults and $2.25 
for kids. 

Even if ticket prices go up a little, the 
ride is worth it and more, For less than 
the cost of a movie, passengers get a 
genuine, old-time experience that is a 
thrill for first-timers and longtime fans, 
When the conductor yells, " All aboard!" 
and steam rises in the air, it's history in 
the remaking. q 

Gary Elam is editor-publisher of the 
Comstock Chronicle in Virginia City, 

SIDE TRACKS 

B esides the Virginia & Truckee in 
Virginia City, there are several 

other railroad attractions in Nevada 
that will help satisfy the passions of 
ardent rail buffs. Here are four to be 
found in Ely, Carson City, Sparks, and 
Henderson. 

Nevada N orthem Railway Museum: 
East Ely, the railroading suburb of Ely 
in Whi te Pine's historic copper coun try, 
is home of one of the largest train mu­
seums in the West. The tracks of the old 
line, which shut down in 1983 and later 
were donated by Kennecott, extend 
about 10 miles east and west from the 
East Ely depot, and rides are offered in 
spring, summer, and fall. 

The museum, which is holding a sea-

Photo: Bob Wilkie 



son-opening celebration May 25-26, is 
open 8:30 to 4:30 daily between May 
and October. Admission is $2 for ad ul ts, 
$1 for juniors (12 to 18) and seniors (65 
and over), and 50 cents for youngsters 
5 to 11. Tickets for rides are $12 for 
adults, $10 for juniors and seniors, and 
$4 for youngsters. Call 702-289-2085. 

Nevada State Railroad Museum: The 
museum's rail yard at the south end of 
Carson City presents antique cars and 
locomotives from the Virginia & 
Truckee, which once ran through the 
state capital. 

An old-time tourist train takes visi­
tors on a 20-minute ride around tracks 
on the museum grounds. Hours are 
8:30 to 4:30, Wednesday through Sun­
day. Admission is $1 for ages 18 and 
over. Steam-ups are scheduled for 
summer and fall; for da tes see Nevada 
Events. Call 702-687-5168. 

A V&T classic at the Carson museum. 

Sparks Heritage Museum: In 
downtown Sparks just east of John 
Ascuaga's Nugget, old Engine No.8 
sits across B Street from the Heritage 
Museum. The museum's accent is on 
Sparks' railroading history Hours are 
1 to 4 p.m., Wednesday through Sun­
day, and admission is free . Call 702-
355-1144. 

Clark County Heritage Museum: 
Located on the Boulder Highway in 
southeast Henderson, this museum on 
southern Nevada history has the old 
Boulder City depot and a restored lo­
comotive on display Also, the sta te is 
planning a second state railroad mu­
seum in Boulder City and a tourist line 
on the track bed between Boulder City 
and the Henderson museum. 

The museum is open 8 to 5, Monday 
through Friday, and 9 to 5, Saturday 
and Sunday Admission is $1 for adults 
and 50 cents for juniors and seniors. 
Call 702-455-7955.- Leslie Bittleston 

Photo: Dan McGee 

Qli10rnia 
-EXPLORER 

DISCOVER CALIFORNIA'S HIDDEN SCENIC TREASURES 

A unique bi-monthly journal designed for the diverse traveler 
Lively informative articles and photos explore roads less traveled to: 

Secluded Hot Springs 

Hidden Beaches 

Serene Fishing Lakes 

Untrampled Trails 

Pristine Wilderness 

Desert Solitudes 

Historic Landmarks 

Deserted Ghost Towns 

Tranquil Ski Tours 

BY MAIL ONLY-For a FREE ISSUE and subscription 
application CALL TOLL FREE 1 (800) 365-7827 

Visiting Boulder City don't miss the view 

ountain 
ESTATES 

A Great new life. A new View Home 
Above Lake Mead. Manufactured Homes 

With Lots ... Complete 

An Adult Manufactured Housing Subdivision 
Featuring Silvercrest Homes 613 Lake Superior Lane 

293-2263 
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NEVADA ART & ARTISTS 

B
efore he drove his car off a 300-foot 
cliff in northern San Diego County 
in December 1983, Mack Nez 

Johnson was a hellraiser. 
"It was alcohol and drug related," he 

says. "I went to sleep on the wheel and 
woke up in the hospital the next day, 
paralyzed from my chest down. The re­
ports said I had died twice-or three 
times." 

Eight years ago, the young father of 
two also was a promising part-time artist 
who had made a living since he was 14 in 
jobs ranging from screen printing to 
logging. The wreck shattered not only 
his body but also his marriage. 

"The following days and weeks and 
years to come, I thought it was all over for 
me, as far as art, as far as love life, as far 
as life at all," says Johnson,30, who lives 
near Virginia Lake in Reno. "I couldn't 
feed myself. I started to give up thinking 
for myself. I let my mother take care of all 
my problems, all my bills, and still drank 
and did a lot of drugs." 

Even though Johnson knew he'd never 
use his hands again, the habit of making 
art came back, just like the bad habits. 
Johnson had always earned A's in art 
class. "Because I had always bragged 
about what a good artist I was before, 
someone pushed a pencil in my mouth 
and said, 'Quit your crying and do some­
thing. 

"I took the pencil. I'd always done 
people, so I tried to do a face. It was 
scribbling marks, but there was a face in 
there somewhere." 

After those first attempts, the Reno­
born artist has become an accomplished 
watercolorist, a discipline that is compli­
cated by the fact that Johnson's neck has 
a limited range of motion, and that he 
must paint on a vertical surface where 
washes can easily drip out of control. But 
his touch with the mouthstick has grown 
sure and subtle. 

"Whatever's inside my heart, I can do 
it, as long as I've got this in my mouth. 
I'm paralyzed, but that don't matter no 
more." 

Mack Nez Johnson's work can be seen 
at Gene Speck's Silver State Gallery, 719 
Plumas in Reno (702-323-2323). 

-Mark Crawford 
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Mack Nez 
Johnson at work 
in his Reno 
studio. 

"Butterfly II" 
WATERCOLOR, 22"x28", 1989 
"When I hear about drought, I always think about Pyramid Lake 
because it's the last remnant of the great Lake Lahontan. I wanted 
to put some butterflies in there because thelj are beautiful for one 
day and they're gone the next. I'm just showing that we don 't 
realize how beautiful and fragile the lake is, until it's gone." 

Pho1o: Marilyn Newton/Reno Gazette·Journal (1op) 



"Storyteller" 
WATERCO LOR, 22"x28", 1984 

"When I painted this one, I was in a conflict, a kind of change. On one side I was being 
told about Christian ways and all that-at the time of my injun), 1 needed something­
but I realized that T needed to explore my own heritage and ancestry. By putting the vet in 
the picture, I'm saying that we're not back in the 1700s-we're in 1991. The white man's 
ways are with us, and we have to deal with that. Change is going to come." 

"Dancing Thunder" 
WATERCOLOR, 22"x28", 1989 
"1 put in thunder to show the strength of 
the environment. 1 put in the dancers to 
show their strength as well. The four 
colors-black, red, yellow, and green-are 
the four colors of the earth. " 
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THE INN CROWD 
(Continued f rom page 21) 

interested in the history of Virginia 
City," Erlene says, "but repeat guests 
just come to sit and relax on the patios." 

The two-story house was built in 1862 
by a wine merchant. A stone wine cel­
lar, now connected to the house, is 
popular for weddings and receptions. 

Breakfast starts with freshly squeezed 
orange juice, ground coffee, and an ar­
ray of fruit. A full meal follows with 
such dishes as a breakfast casserole or 
French toast and sausage. 

Chollar Mansion 
Ken and Kay Benton always wanted 

to run a B&B, so when they discovered 
an old mine superintendent's office in 
Virginia Citywason the market in 1987, 
they couldn't pass it up. The three­
story house with 12-foot ceilings be­
came their personal silver mine. 

"I worked here in the 1960s, and here 
I am again," says Ken, a mining en­
thusiast. "History sure repeats itself." 

The Bentons took six months to re­
store the house to its Victorian style. 
One of the three bedrooms has its own 
bathroom with a six-foot tub, which 
Kay says is "recommended for two." A 
bonanza-days relic is a 164-square-foot 
vault just off the kitchen. The vault, 
originally a place to store silver and 
gold bullion, now is used to store wine 
and champagne. 

Breakfast usually consists of French 
Toast, sausage, scrambled eggs, and 
fruit, although requests are encouraged. 
After breakfast Ken often takes guests 
on a long walk around Virginia City or 
up to the old mines. The Bentons say 
they try to present a homey environ­
ment. "The guests will join our family, 
or we will join theirs," Kay says. 

Parsonage House 
Frank and Carol Bleuss say they find 

that people come to their B&B in Eu­
reka, 240 miles east of Reno, for the 
privacy and rural luxury "It's differ­
ent. It's a whole house done in ma­
hogany and walnut with hand-crafted 
furniture, a wine cellar, and a six-foot 
bathtub," Carol says. 

Since its opening five years ago in the 
19th-century mining town, the Parson­
age House has done a good business 
with couples and honeymooners. "We 
getalotofhoneymoonersbecausethey 
like the silk sheets and bubble baths," 
Carol says. 

Breakfast isn't served in the morning 
out of respect for guests' privacy, but 
there's a kitchen for those who want to The Chollar's "Narcissus" points the way (top). The Parsonage House is in Eureka. 

46 NEVADA MAY/JUNE 91 Photo: William Carr/Stock Ex (top) 



'®ur gmsts 

enj~ frisiting 

fuiliT liTe 
local cqa-ra-ciers 

foqo 

periomca-llt! 

!trap in,' 

~a-ir£ sZtt!s. 

In Goldfield guests watch the local action fro 111 the porch at Sun Dog B&B. 

The B&B has three bedrooms, an an­
tique and curio shop, and huge living 
room, which is a hub of activity 

make their own breakfast. Carol will 
put fresh fruit and muffins on the table, 
which she calls "a mini-continental 
breakfast. " 

Sun Dog 
Built in 1907 when Goldfield's 

population was 20,000, Maire and 

LOUIS ' LORRAINE ERREGUIBLE'S 

Recommended 
by 

The Frugal Gourmet 

AUTHENTIC BASQUE FOODS 
SERVED FAMILY STYLE 

LUNCH-MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 
1100-230 

DINNER FROM 5 30 DAILY 

PRIVATE DINING ROOM FOR SPECIAL PARTIES 

Honoring 
AMERICAN EXPRESS • VISA 

MASTERCARD • CARTE BLANCHE 

PHONE 323-7203 
301 EAST FOURTH STREET 
FREE PARKING JUST 3 BLOCKS FROM CASINOS 

"RENO'S MOST UNIQUE 
DINING EXPERIENCE" 

David Hayes' Victorian has survived 
two major fires-one leveled 53 blocks 
in 1923-and a major flood in 1913. 

Today the house lives on as the Sun 
Dog B&B, although Goldfield, located 
25 miles south of Tonopah and 180 
miles north of Las Vegas, is not quite 
the lively metropolis it once was. 

"Our guests enjoy visiting with the 
local characters who periodically drop 
in," Maire says. "Sometimes the depu­
ties come by, and the people are fasci­
nated with rural law enforcement and 
what it's like to live out here." 

Born in Ireland, Maire met David in 
West Germany, and the couple spent 
years traveling in Europe. They both 

The 50th Anniversary of Pearl Harbor Belt Buckle 
A Limited Edition 

Commemorative Belt Buckle 
ISSUED TO HONOR 

The USS NEVADA BB36 
"The Ship ThaI Wouldn 'l Sink" 

Actual size 3 \4" x 2~' 

LIMITED EDITION $65.00 
This Elegant Keepsake is presented by the Reno Coun­
cil Navy League of The United Slates. 
Created with the highest quality materials: Jeweler's 
Bronze and heavy .999 Silver Plate. Each of these 50th 
Anniversary Buckles will be numbered (Limited Edi­
tion) and beautifully gift boxed . Only 5.000 to be 
crafted . For the special collector : 150 Gold and Silver 
Buckles will be minted . The Gold and Silver is a Solid 
Silver Bar with 24 Karat Heavy Gold Electro Plate and will be numbered (Limited Edition) and gift boxed. The Reno 
Council Navy League enourage you to order your Buckle now for early shipment . Payment may be made by check 
o r use your VISA or MasterCard. No cash payments please. 

ORDER FORM 
Most orders shipped UPS Need slntl addnss 

Name ________________ Daytime phone # please _______ _ 

Address _________ City _________ Slate ___ Zip ___ _ 

We accept personal checks. money orders. MC and Visa: O MC 0 VISA Exp. Date _______ _ 

Signature REQUIRED TO PROCESS ORDERS 

X 
Plea!'.C accept my applica tion fo r 

Sih'erl Bronze Buckle ............... . .. • . . .. . . .•.. 

Credit Card # _________ _ 

Date 

Price each Quantity Tollil 

.. .. S 65.00 

Gold/Si"·. r Buckl. . . . .... . .. .. . . . .......... .... .. .... .. .... SJ50.00 

Complete thi s fo rm and ma il to: 

RENO COUNCIL NAVY LEAGUE 
5020 LAKERIDGE DRIVE 

Sub TOUlI 

ADD 6% SALES TAX Nevada Residents 

ADD $4.00 .ach for shipping & handling 

RENO, NV 89509 Plt=1I1oe allow 4 10 6 weeks for pnx-cs.'ling )OU r order and ror del ivery 1UJ'AL 
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B&B outposts include the Tsawhawbitts Ranch (left) and the Steptoe Valley Inn, which is close to Ely's railroad museum. 

speak German, and Maire also speaks 
French. 

For breakfast everyone sits around 
the same table where the Hayes' heap 
out portions of bacon and eggs, home­
made biscuits, and preserves. For rec­
reation guests can photograph the 

headframes of old mines, visit a nearby 
hot spring, and collect rocks. 

"We're both very comfortable being 
around people we don ' t know" Maire 
says. "It's a very relaxed atmosphere. 
We've even had people help David fix 
up the old cars." 

Read All About It 
Get the inside scoop on 
Nevada. Whether plan­
ning the perfect vacation 
getaway or exploring the 
state's rich history, these 
books are real treasures. 
Box-office Buckaroos 
By Robert Heide and John Gilman 
The golden age of cowboy pop 
culture, including radiO and early 
1V giveaways and commercial tie­
in products from the 1920s 
through the '50s. 207 pages. 
Paperback, #808, $19.95 

Vegas, Live and In Person 
By Jefferson Graham 
An exploration of the city you'll 
meet stars, showgirls, dealers, 
cocktail waitresses, preachers and 
more. 216 pages. Hardcover 
#LVL, $39.95 

Nevada Handbook 
By Deke Castleman 
Whatever you choose to do in 
Nevada, the tips and enjoyable 
reading found in this gUide will 
make your vacation a winner 300 
pages. Paperback, #NH1, $12.95 

~ Merchandise 
To order, use the order form on the insert card or write: 

Nevada Magazine, 1800 Hwy. 50 E., Suite 200, Carson City, NV 89710. 
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Tsawhawbitts Ranch 
Without trying to scare folks away, 

there are a lot of ra ttlesnakes near Krinn 
and Chuck McCoy's B&B in Jarbidge. 
"r probably run over three every day 
comin' back into town," says Krinn, 
"and I'm scared to death of snakes. But 

UNCONDITIONAL 
MONEY BACK 

GUARANTEE OF $29 95 
SATISFACTION • PLUS $5.00 SHIPPING 

Visit two famous Western railroads: the Virginia & 
Truckee and Nevada Northern. Ride the drive rods, 
cab and cow catcher of giant Baldwin locomotives. 
Stereo and broadcast cameras capture this vivid reo 
minderofhow iron wheel and steam opened the West. 

• 

CALL TOLL FREE OR SEND S34.95 I_ 

•

.. CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: VISA 
~ft;-;:;;rc ® ,_ 

1775 Kuenzli Lane • Reno, NV 89502 
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you don ' t ee a lot in town ." 
The scenic canyon also has a mythi­

cal giant called Tsawhnwbitts. Accord­
ing to Indian legend, he once roamed a 
nearby canyon, preying on locals. 

Jarbidge is a tiny turn-of-the-century 
mining town next to the vast Jarbidge 
Wilderness in northeastern evada, 
where there's plenty of fishing, hiking, 
and horseback riding. Murphy's Hot 
Springs is 17 miles north in Idaho. 

The B&B's main two-story log house 
was built in the 1970s by ew York 
publisher Roscoe Fawcett as a hunting 
lodge. Inside are three large bedroom 
with shared bathrooms. There are two 
mailer cabin for more privacy 

Breakfast is usually served on the 
first floor or outside on a deck near the 
Jarbidge River. Guests enjoy biscuits 
served with gravy, egg casseroles, 
homemade bran muffins, and hot 
scones, a fried bread . 

"Of course, I grew up eating scones," 
says Krinn of her Idaho-Mormon 
background. "It's surprising how many 
people haven't had scones, potato soup, 
or even homemade bread." 

What's really surprising, though, is 
that Krinn never enjoyed cooking be­
fore running a B&B. "I thought my 
cooking days were over," she says. "I 
have eight children and 14 grandchil­
dren. The difference is hearing what a 
wonderful cook you are." 

Breitenstein House 
The Breitenstein House, which re­

cently wa undergoing a change in 
management, has been known for good 
food and its peaceful setting in the 
ranching town of Lamoille, 20 miles 
southeast of Elko. 

On the second floor are three bed­
rooms, each with its own bath . There is 

also a creek-side chalet, with spa, for 
more privacy. 

When breakfast is over, the outdoors 
beckon : fishing and boating at 
Southfork Dam, horseback riding in 
the valley hiking in Lamoille Canyon, 
or vi iting the Ruby Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge, a birders' paradise 
where grayish-brown sandhill cranes 
do a fantastic mating dance in early 
spring. During th winter, Breitenstein 
House is the base of opera tions for Ruby 
Mountain Heli-Ski . 

Steptoe Valley Inn 
Train buffs will appreciate Jane and 

orman Lindley's Steptoe Valley Inn, 
due to open in J line in East El y It's onl y 
half a block from the evada orthern 
Railroad Museum, which offers train 
rides on the line that once served Ely's 
copper industry 

Built in 1907, the B&B i named after 
the spring-fed valley that extend the 
length of White Pine County Back in 
the early 1900s, railroad workers rented 
out rooms on the top floor while butch­
ers and grocerymen peddled their 
good below 

Today the inn has five rooms, a ll 
with private baths, cable TV and pri­
vate balconies. The first floor ha a Vic-

~ Merchandise 
~ 

Avai lable 
only in 48 

contiguous 
states. 

Sorry, no 
Bill Me's. 

oak Bonanza Bank 
The Oak Bonanza bank is 
enclosed in a hand finished, 
solid oak cabinet and comes 
with a manufacturer's limited 
one-year warranty. Color 
choices are antique brass 
and antique copper' II " tall. 
#OAKB, $89.95 

Buckaroo Bank 
Play it with or without coins. 
Comes with a manufacturer's 
limited one-year warranty. 
Color chOices are silver pewter, 
antique brass, and antique 
copper' 9" tall. 
#BBB, $39.95 

Bandit Bank 
This little machine has a ll the 
features of the larger s lot banks 
at a lower cost. The Bandit 
bank's internal mechanism is 
dependable, but it does NOT 
carry a warranty. Color chOices 
are silver pewter, antique brass, 
and antique copper' 6" tall. 
#LBBB, $15.95 

Draw Poker Bank 
The Draw Poker bank comes 
with manufacturer's limited one­
year warranty and attractive gift 
box. Two size "C" batteries (not 
included) provide all the power 
you need. Color chOices are 
silver pewter antique brass, 
and antique copper' 12" tall. 
#DPB, $69.95 

To order merchandise, use the order form on the insert card or write: 

... ,--_N_e_v:_o_d_a_M_ag_azin __ e_,_1_8_0_0_H_WV_,_SO_E_,,_s_w_t_e_2_0_0_' c_ar_so_n_c_ity_, _NV_8_9_7_1_0_ . .,JP' 
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~[ ~CL~A~S~S~IF~IE~D~S~J [ MARKETPLACE] 

BOOKS 

WESTERN AMERICANA CATALOG-1500 
Rare and Out-Of-Print Books. Old Documents 
and Photos . Send $4.00 PA-HAS-KA BOOKS, 
8436 Samra Dr., Dept. NV West Hills, CA 91304 

FREE! To extent of current supply. Bookettes on 
northeastern Nevada. Also, fishing and rock­
hounding maps. Write: Carl Hayden, Box 528, 
Jackpot, NV 89825. 

SILVER HILLSIDE- The Life and Times of 
Virg inia City by Barbara Richnak. Over 200 
pictures, many firsts . 220 pages, hardcover. Only 
$21 .95 postpaid to Comstock Nevada Publish­
ing, Box W, Tahoe City , CA 95730. 

WOMEN OF THE SIERRA by Anne Seagraves. 
Today's exciting book about yesterday's women , 
profiles the lives of 15 female pioneers who 
achieve their independence in the male-domi­
nated West. 173 pp. , elegant photos. $12.95 
ppd. , Wesanne Publications, Box 1141 Lakeport, 
CA 95453. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or 
existing small business. Grants/loans to $500,000 
yearly. Free recorded message: 707-448-0270 
(JN7) . 

FOR SALE 

PHOTONOTES: W/MATCHING ENV ACTUAL 
3-1 /2X5 photographs of wildlife, wildflowers and 
landscape scenes of various western states $2 
ea. 6 for $10. Check or M.O. JONES PHOTO 
PUBLISHERS, Rt. 2 Hwy 95, WILDER, ID. 83676. 

SEND A LOVELY BOUQUET of fresh high desert 
Nevada Sage to someone you love. Many uses! 
Send $3 for catalog , gift card, & sample: Sage, 
HCR65-151 Kingston, Austin , NV 89310. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

CASINO COLLECTIBLES. Gaming token cata­
log, $1 .00. Monthly colored casino chip list, $5.00. 
Washoe Antiques, Box 2064, Reno, NV 89501 
Phone 702-322-3009. 

STEPTOE VALLEY INN. Bed and Breakfast. 5 
rms., private baths , balconies. June-Sept. Box 
151110, E. Ely, NV 89315. 702-289-8687 

REAL ESTATE 

MOVING TO LAS VEGAS?? I specialize in new 
home sales. My free service includes escorting 
you from your hotel or from the airport to new 
home models. Call toll free and ask for Stan 
Crowell at 800-252-6744 or 702-254-4483. 
CORGI REALTY 

SPECIAL GAMING ISSUE! 
NEVADA'S special "50 Years of Gaming" 

(1931-1981) issue tells it all! $5 .00 
Send check to Nevada Magazine, 

1800 Hwy 50 East, Carson City, NV 89710: 
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FOR SALE 

COIN SALE! ® .. ~;~ .... 
Lincoln Cents -15C ea. ~~ ', ' 
lOP 16P 17P 18P 19P 19S 20P :{ ' ~H 
26P 27P 28P 29P 290 29S 30P .• ,, ' 
34P 340 35P 350 35S 36P 360 36S 37P 
370 37S 38P 39P 39S 40P 400 .os 41 P 
410 41 S 42P 420 42S 43P 44P 440 44S 

100 o iff. 1909-1958 $14.SO ppd. 

Jefferson Nickel, 25C ea. 
38P 39P 40P .os 41P 410 41S 46P 460 
465 47P 470 47S 48P 480 48S 49P 52P 
53P 530 535 54P 540 55P 550 57P 58P 

Roo.eve" Dime. $1.00 ea. 
46P 460 465 47P 470 47S 48P 480 48S 
49P 490 49S SOP SOD SOS 51 P 52P 53P 
530 53S 54P 54S 56P 560 57P 58P 580 
G-BU Condition. Save 30-40%. Minimum·$2.00. 
Start a prolitable collection Todayl 
FALLON COINS • Box 944 • Fallon. NV 89406 

(702) 715·1915 

A 1 CASINO 
• SLOTS 

2206 Paradise Rd. Las Vegas, NV 89104 

RESTAURANTS 

Something for everyone 

PLUS THE GREATEST 
AND FINEST 

PRIME RIB IN THE WORLD 
Hwy.395 

Gardnerville, Nevada 

Classified Rates 
Type only, 42 characters per line. Minimum 
3 lines; maximum 9 lines. 

Rates 
3 lines 
4 lines 
5 lines 
6 lines 

lx 
$55 

70 
85 

100 

3x 
$50 

65 
80 
95 

6x 
$45 

60 
75 
90 

Marketplace Rates 
Maximum 3" deep; minimum 1" deep. Send 
camera-ready art. Rates are per insertion. 

Size 
3 inches 
2 inches 
1 inch 

1x 
$335 

225 
115 

3x 
$320 

215 
110 

6x 
$300 

200 
100 

Send check with Marketplace or Classified 
ad to Donna, Nevada Magazine, 1800 Hwy. 
50 East, Suite 200, Carson City, NV 89710. 
Or call 702-687-5416 for more information 

torian dining room and library 
The Lindleys have opera ted Great 

Bas in Safari for the last four sea on 
and plan to draw on their Safari experi­
ence, which has involved tours to gho t 
towns, Garnet Hill, and Great Ba in 

ational Park. 
For breakfast the Lindleys plan to 

serve eggnog French toast, scra mbled 
eggs with cream cheese and tomatoe , 
and poached eggs with Hollandai e 
sa uce over creamed spinach. 

Sounds good for breakfast bu ffs, too. 

Cliff Glover is evada 's associate editor 
and a B&B buff. Leslie Bittles tol1 is a Reno 
writer and University of Nevada student. 

I ~ ~I 

Wotinr 
~otto ti: 

~ti&J!1l~ 

4ffil 0 t of evada's 17 B&Bs accept 
major credit cards; ask about 
plastic when making reserva­

tions, which are recommended well in 
advance. Children and pets aren ' t wel­
come in many cases, but that could be 
an advantage if you're planning a ro­
mantic weekend . 

Some smaller hotels around the ta te 
offer B&B-style arrangements. Also, 
two Las Vegas-area B&Bs take reser­
va tions only through Bed & Breakfast 
International, 1181-B Solano Aven ue, 
Albany CA 94706; 415-525-4569. 

Ely 
Steptoe Valley Inn: To open in June. 

Rates are $57 single, $68 double, and 
$75 for bigger three-bedroom; choice of 
five rooms. Children 12 or older OK, 
but no pets. Outdoor smoking. 220 E. 
lIth St., Box 151110, East Ely, NY 89315-
1110; 702-289-8687 

Eureka 
Parsonage House: $45 for house. No 

children or pets. Smoking optional. 
Eureka, NV 89316; 702-237-5756. 

Genoa 
Genoa House Inn: $85-$95 week­

days, $100-$110 on weekends; two 
rooms. Children on approval, no pets. 
Smoking on outside deck. 180 ixon 
St., Genoa, NY 89411; 702-782-7075. 

Wild Rose Inn: $85-$105; four rooms. 
Children over 12 OK, smoking on ve­
randa. 2332 Main St., Box 256, Genoa, 
NV 89411, 702-782-5697 



Goldfield 
Sun Dog Bed and Breakfast: $30-$60; 

three rooms. Children, some pets, and 
smoking OK. 211 Sundog A ve., Gold­
field, V 89013; 702-485-3438. 

Incline Village 
Haus Bavaria: $70 for single, $80 for 

doubles; five rooms. 0 children or 
pets. Smoking outside only. 593N. Dyer 
Circle, Box 3308, Incline Village, V 
89450; 702-831-6122. 

Jarbidge 
Tsawhawbitts Bed and Breakfast 

Ranch: $65 in the main house; three 
rooms. $100-$125 for cabins. Children 
yes, pets no. Smoking outside only Box 
90, Jarbidge, NY 89826; 702-488-2338. 

Lamoille 
Breitenstein House: $50-$75 in past; 

change in management is scheduled. 
Horses can be corraled. Lamoille, NY 
89828; 702-753-6356. 

Unionville 
Old Pioneer Garden: $35-$55; 10 

rooms in three houses. Children and 
pets OK. 0 smoking inside. 0 credit 
cards. Unionville, V 89418; 702-538-
7585. 

Virginia City Area 
Chollar Mansion: $65-$100; three 

rooms. Children over 15 OK, but no 
pets. 0 smoking in bedrooms. S. 0 St., 
Box 889, Virginia City NV 89440; 702-
847-9777 

Edith Palmer's Country Inn: $65-$75; 
five rooms. 0 children or pets. 
Smoking ou tside only S. B St., Box 756, 
Virginia Ci ty NY 89440; 702-847-0707 

House on the Hill: $45-$95; four 
rooms. 0 credit cards. Smoking out­
side. Sky Lane in Gold Hill, Box 625, 
Virginia Ci ty NV 89440; 702-847-0193. 

Hardwicke House: $35-$50; three 
rooms. Children, pets, and smokers 
welcome. Main St., Box 96, Silver City, 

V 89428; 702-847-0215. 
Washoe Valley 

Deer Run: $75 weekdays, $85 week­
ends; two rooms. 0 children; pets on 
approval. Smoking outside only 5450 
East Lake Blvd., Washoe Valley NY 
89704; 702-882-3643. 

Winters Creek: $85-$105; three 
rooms; teepee is $20. Children yes, pets 
no. Smoking discouraged. 1201 U.S. 
395 orth, Washoe Valley, NY 89704; 
702-849-1020. 

Yerington 
Harbor House: $65; one room. 0 

pets. Smoking outside only 29 . Cen­
ter St., Yerington NY 89447' res. 702-
463-2991, bus. 702-463-2295. 

Robric Ranch : $35 single, $50 double 
for a cabin. No pets or smoking. Box 2, 
Yerington, NY 89447; res. 702-463-2998, 
office 702-463-3515. CJ 

Reno's most liberal Games! 
Cal Neva offers the best odds 
available on Table Games. 
Play Pai-Gow Poker Pan , 
Blackjack, Triple odds Crap 
& Roulette. 

Win up to a Quarter of a MiUion 
doUars playing Keno no one 
offers hetter odd, more payor 
a wider variety of Keno games. 

Choo e from a wide variety of 
Re taurants we offer our famou 
Ham & Eggs Breakfast ' round the 
clock for 99¢ and complete Prime 
Rib Dinner for 4.95. 

Reno's Holte t Slots! Want Variety? 
We have it aU Win rare coin Hot 

Cars and Million ! Cal-Neva i 
home to the world 's largest Jackpot 
6.8 Million! 

We have the area's Largest Race 
& Sport Book. Watch all the action 
on 18 giant TV screens. 

Club Cal-Neva • 2nd & Virginia • Downtown • Reno • 702-323-1046 

Discover ... 
HAWTHORNE 

AND 

MINERAL COUNTY 

"The County of Opportunity" 

..... -. -. 
•• Mineral County •• 

•• CHAMBER • 

OF • • • • 
COMMERCE • • P.O. Box 1635 • 

• Hawthorne. Nevada 894 15 . • • •• • 
• • (702) 945-5896 • 

• •• -..... 
-Sponsored in part by the Nevada Commission on Tourism-
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10 GREAT 

HIDDEN HISTORIC SITES 

F
rom Virginia City to 
Hoover Dam, Ne­
vada has many well 

known landmarks. But 
history buffs know there 
are other intriguing sites 
tha t are hidden or off the 
beaten path. From south 
to north, here are 10 less 
noticed places. 

Finding history off the beaten path. 
By Ronald M. James 

Ijl Old Mormon Fort: 
l!J One of the state's 
oldest buildings, the fort 
ha s been obscured for 
years by neighbors like 
Cashman Field. But this 
Las Vegas relic, which 
dates from 1855, has sur­

Paradise Vallet) roads lead to fishing, hiking, and history. 

vived as a ranch house, a post office, 
and even a laboratory for Hoover Dam 
engineers. Last ovember voters ap­
proved a sta tewide bond issue that, 
among other things, will protect the 
fort as a state park. 

f2l Kiel Ranch: This historic North 
~ Las Vegas homestead lost some of 
its ou tbuildings to bulldozers a few 
years ago, but it remains an example of 
early settlement in the Las Vegas Val­
ley The once-handsome ranch house is 
boarded up and somewhat sad looking. 
Still, you can stand on the tree-shaded 
driveway, squint, and imagine more 
prosperous days. 

IJl Rhyolite Bottle House: The bottle 
~ house in the ghost town of Rhyo­
lite, four miles west of Beatty, was built 
in 19060fadobe and an estimated 20,000 
bottles. The BLM, the state, and locals 
are working to preserve the structure. 
It's an excellent example of a type of 
house that miners built with materials 
like adobe, tin cans, and bottles when 
lumber was scarce. 

I4l Panaca: Many people know about 
L!J Pioche's silver mines and gun­
slingers, but fewer know about its alter 
ego, Panaca, 10 miles south. Settled in 
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1864, Panaca is a peaceful agricultural 
community much as it was when Pioche 
boomed in the 1870s. Panaca is neatly 
laid out in a Mormon grid pattern, and 
its buildings include a number of ado­
bes. 

I5l Stewart Indian School: Estab­
~ lished 101 years ago, the Stewart 
Indian School was closed in 1980 and is 
now managed by the sta teo Buildings of 
colorful stone domina te Stewart; others 
are sca ttered throughout Nevada, a 
legacy of the school 's masonry pro­
gram. It's worth a visit to see the build­
ings and the peaceful campus south of 
Carson City The Stewart Indian Mu­
seum has exhibi ts and a gift shop. 

I6l Devil 's Gate: At the north end of 
L!!J Silver City rock walls pinch the 
highway at a place called Devil's Gate. 
During the so-called Pyramid Lake In­
dian War in 1860, the local militia built 
a fort on the Gate's east side and armed 
it with a wooden cannon. It's said that 
when an attack failed to materialize, 
several Silver City residents decided to 
fire the cannon, which promptly ex­
ploded. 

I7l Yerington Post Office: This 1939 
l..{J building is a modest expression of 

Depression-era, federa I 
architecture. The real trea­
sure is within: an original 
mural by Adolph Gottlieb 
called "Homestead on the 
Plains." Funded by the 
Federal Works Adminis­
tra tion, it was selected 
from a na tionwide compe­
ti tion. Gottlieb became one 
of the most important art­
i ts of the 20th century, 
with shows in the '50s and 
'60s from Tokyo to Sao 
Paulo. The Yerington 
painting is the New York 
artis t's only known De­
pression-era mural. 

f8l Grimes Point: This petroglyph 
LQJ area is located near a wiggle in 
U.S. 50 about 10 miles east of Fallon. 
Grimes Point is one of the largest and 
most accessible rock art sites in north­
ern Nevada, and the BLM has furnished 
some good interpretive signs. Some of 
the art may be 7,000 years old. 

~ Tannehill LogCabin:Thismaybe 
LZJ the oldest building in Eureka. It 
was erected by the Tannehill Com pa n y 
a prospecting party in 1865. Located 
near the east end of town, the cabin 
later served as a store. Its enormous 
logs serve as evidence of the old -growth 
forests tha t once cloaked the hills in the 
area before the trees were stripped to 
make charcoal for the mine smelters. 

110 I Paradise Valley: In the 1970s the 
Smithsonian sponsored a study 

"Buckaroos in Paradise," of the folklife 
and architecture of Paradise Valley 40 
miles north of Winnemucca. With its 
old wooden buildings, Paradise Valley 
is a classic, undisturbed, late-19th­
century ranching community CJ 

Ronald M. Jam es of Carson City is the State 
Historic Preservation Officer and admin­
istrator of the Division of Historic Preser­
vation and Archeology. 

Photo: Richard Rowan Collection 



High Luxury Getaway 
3 DAYS $5495* 

2 NIGHlS 
Package Includes: 
• A spacious Junior Suite 
• Airport Shuttle Transfer 

(from McCarran International Airport) 
• Dinner for Two at Marco Polo's 

Gourmet Italian Restaurant 

• Free Fun Book 
(valued at more than $50.00) 

• RattS art per ~. double occupancy. 
Sunday through ThW'Sday. and subt«t to 
avaJabiIiIy. 1lIx noIlncluded. HoIida)5 rxclud· 
.:d. Alcoholic ~ noIlncluded With din­
/Itf. Must bt 21 or oIdtr Offtr expires 
Dt< . 2b. 1991. Othtr pac~ art availablt. 

in Las Vegas 

\\e know many Las 
\egas vacations are 
planned with great 
expectations 
Dreams of magnifi­
cent rooms. sump­
~ dining, and dazzling entertainment are aD part of that plan. 

For 25 years, Lady Luck casino Hotel has been turning 
great expectations into a celebrated reality. Our accom­

modations range 
from delightfully 
reasonable to in­
dul~ntly luxurious 

five specialty 
restaurants to cater 
to every craving 

a spectacular 
sta~ revue featur­
ing music, dance 
and comedy. .ex-

citing friendly club-style 
casino. and more. Much more. 
Choose one of our special packa~ programs (including our 

fabulous 3-day High ~:Z:~~~Ii~~~ Luxury Getaway r-
for only $54.95*) 1-' ..... _ •• 
and discover why 
Lady Luck ~ the 
Player's Place in 
Las Vegas. Start by 
calling us toll free 
1-800-LADY LUCK 
(1-800-523-9582) 

LadyA Luclf® 
/ . Hotel zr DowntowD 



TAHOE VALUE ADVENTURE PACKAGE 
$68 Sunday-Thursday 

Deluxe guest room, two tickets for the price of ONE to PASSION, a magical 
evening of adult entertainment in the Golden Cabaret. Voted "Show of the Year" 

Two meals for the price of ONE in Le Grande Prime Rib Buffet 

Box C, Lake Tahoe. NY 89449 
(702) 588-621 1 

and a casino funbook valued at $25. 
$98 Friday and Saturday 

__ ., I . .. 

.....iii.... .....iii.... ............... ---_ -iii = -it~..&.. 

CASINO· RESORT 

A Radisson Resort 

Call Toll Free 

1 .. 800·333·3333 
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You're Going To Have A Great Time;" 
We've combined the excitement of gaming, award-winning restaurants, 

spellbinding entertainment, luxuriously comfortable rooms and the friendliest, 

best-trained people in the casino-hotel industry. We've put it all under one roof. All for you. 

You're going to have a great time. You've got our word on it. 

Harrah's lake Tahoe 
1·8()().648-3m 

Harrah'slaughhn 
1.8(X).447·8700 

Harrah's Reno 
1.8(X).648-3m 

BIII'sl.ke Tahoe 
702-588-2455 

Holiday c..,., las Vegas 
1·800-634-6765 
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Few places on earth approach the natural beauty of Lake Tahoe. 
Fewer still offer the range of opportunities for recreation and 

adventure. Including some of the biggest and best ski areas 
in the country. 

But none of them can approach Lake Tahoe's nonstop nightlife. 
And what better place to exercise your good fortune than in our 
world class casinos. 

Call us, toll free at 1-800-AT-TAHOE to book your reservation. 
Or send for our Lake Tahoe South Shore Vacation Planner. 

A K E 

E 
,---------------, 
I Please send me your free Package Planner. I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I I 
I Cicy I 
I State Zip I 
I Mail to Lake Tahoe Visitors Authoricy, P.O. Box 16299 I 
L ___ ~uthLakeThhoe, ~9570~ __ NV~ 
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THE NEVADA TERRITORIES 

Vacation 
Hot 

Lines 
Here's where to call or 

write for travel tips. 

When planning your Nevada trip or 
vacation, be sure to write or phone 
these one-stop sources for information 
on scenic attractions, hotels, motels, 
sports, recreation, and historic sites. 

The chambers of commerce (C of C) 
will send you their brochures and 
guides to local services. If you plan to 
stop by a chamber office, chances are it 
will be open in the daytime Monday 
through Friday 

The area code is 702 throughout Ne­
vada . All 800 numbers are toll-free. 

STATEWIDE INFORMATION 
Nevada Commission on Tourism: Ca pito l 

Complex, Carson City, N V 89710; 687-3636 or 
800-NEVADA-8anywhere in U.5.and Canada 

TOLL-FREE HOT LINES 
Carson City Convention and Visitor's Bureau: 

800- EV ADA-1 outs ide Nevada 
Carson Valley Chamber of Commerce: 800-727-

7677 anywhere in U.s. 
Elko Convention and Visitors Authority: 800-

248-ELKO outside Nevada 
Incline Village/Crystal Bay Visitor and Con­

vention Bureau: 800-CO-TAHO E outs ide 
Nevada 

Jackpot Visitor Information: 800-821-3935 in 
Nevada, 800-821-1103 outs ide Nevada 

LakeTahoe Visitors Authority: 800-A T-TAHOE 
anywhere in U.5. 

Laughlin C of C: 800-227-5245 outside Nevada 
Reno-Sparks Convention and Visitors Author­

ity: 800-FOR-RENO outside evad a 
Tahoe North Visitors and Convention Bureau: 

800-824-6348 anywhere in U.s. 

LAS VEGAS AREA 
BoulderCityCofC: 1497 evada Hwy., Boulder 

City, NV 89005; 293-2034 
Boulder City Events Hot Line: 293-0137 
Downtown Progress Association: 302 E. Carson 

Ave., Suite 808, Las Vegas, NV 89101. 382-
6397 

Henderson C of C: 100 E. Lake Mead Dr. , 
Henderson, NV 89015; 565-8951 

Henderson Convention Center: 200 Water St., 
Henderson, V 89015; 565-2171 

Las VegasCofC: 2301 E. Sa ha ra Ave., Las Vegas, 
V 89104; 457-4664 
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• DENIO • McDERMITI • OWYHEE • JACKPOT 

~ 
COWBOY COUIITRY 

• WELLS 
• WINNEMUCCA 

• GERLACH 

REIIO 
TAHOE It TERR"ORY 

SPARKS 

RENO·' • VIJjI.\l'""A' ."'-fl"-LlJN 
CARSON 

CITY ' 
INCLINE' 
VILLAGE · MII'L!I;,N1U,I\[!IJ,.[nVIILLt >,1, 

LAKE ' YERINGTON 
TAHOE STATElINE 

Las Vegas Conven-
tion and Visitors 
Authority: 3150 Para­
dise Rd., Las Vegas, NV 
89109; 733-2323 

Latin C of C: 829 S. Sixth St., Las 
Vegas, V 89101; 385-7367 

- HAWTHORNE 

Laughlin C of C: Box 2280, Laughlin, V 
89029; 298-2214, o r 800-227-5245 outs ide 

evad a 
Moapa ValleyCofC: Box361,Overton, NV89040; 

397-2193 (Lost City Museum) 
Nevada Black C of C: Box 4850, Las Vegas, NV 

89106; 648-6222 
North Las Vegas CofC: 1023 E. Lake Mead Bl vd ., 

North Las Vegas, V 89030; 642-9595 

RENO AREA 
Carson City C of C: 1900 S. Carson St., Suite 100, 

Carson Ci ty, NV 89701; 882-1565 
Carson City Convention and Visitors Bureau: 

1900 S. Carson St., Suite 200, Carson City, NV 
89701; 883-7442, o r 800- EV ADA-1 outside 

evad a 
Carson Valley C of C: Box 1200, Minden, V 

89423; 782-8144, o r 800-727-7677 in U.s. 
Dayton C of C: Box 408, Day ton, NV 89403; 246-

0525 
Greater Reno C of C: 133 N. Sierra St., Reno, V 

89503; 329-3558 
Reno-Sparks Convention and Visitors Author­

ity: 4590 S. Virginia St., Reno, NV 89502; 827-
7600, 827-RENO, or 800-FOR-RENO out ide 
Nevada 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Tribal Council: 98 
Colony Rd ., Reno, NV 89502; 329-2936 

Reno Tahoe Visitors Center: 135 N. Sierra St., 
Reno, V 89501; 348-7788 

Sparks C of C: B St. and Pyramid Way, Sparks, 
V 89431;358-1976 

Virginia City C of C: V & T Railroad Car, Vir­
g inia City, V 89440; 847-031 1 

LAKE TAHOE 
Incline Village/Crystal Bay C of C: 969 Tahoe 

Blvd., Incline Village, NV 89451; 831-4440 
Incline Village/Crystal Bay Visitor and Con­

vention Bureau: 969 Tahoe Bl vd ., Incline Vil­
lage, V 89451; 832-1606 or 800-CO-TA HOE 
outside Nevada 

Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority: Box 16299,South 

• ELKO 
• • CARLIN WENDOVER ' 
BATILE MTN. 

PlOIIEER TERRITORY 
, TONOPAH t¥~ 
, GOLDFIELD 

BEATTY ' 

PAHRUMP 

L a k e 
Tahoe, CA 
95706; 916-544-
5050, 800-A T 
TAHOE in U.s., o r for 
updated visito r info. 900-

PIOCHE ' 

CALIENTE, 

776-5050 ($l / min. charge) 
North LakeTahoeCofC: Box 884, 

Tahoe City, CA 95730; 916-583-
2371 

Sierra Ski Marketing Council: Box 9137, 
Incli ne Village, NV 89450. Write for their 
free skier's guide 

Tahoe-Douglas C of C: Box 7139, Sta te line, V 
89449; 588-4591 

Tahoe North Visitors and Convention Bureau: 
Box 5578, TahoeCity,CA 95730;916-583-3494, 
o r 800-824-6348 anywhere in U.s. 

RURAL A REAS 
Austin C of C: Box 212, Austin, V 89310; 964-

2200 
Battle Mountain C of C: Battle Mountain, NV 

89820 
Beatty C of C: Box 946, Beatty, NV 89003; 553-

2424 
Caliente C of C: Box 553, Caliente, V 89008; 

726-3129 
Churchill County C of C: 100 Ca mpus Way, 

Fallon, V 89406; 423-2544 
EDASS (Econ. Development of Silver Springs): 

Box 269, Sil ver Sp rings, V 89429; 577-2008 
Elko C of C: 1601 Idaho St., Elko, V 89801; 738-

7135 
Elko Convention and Visitors Authority: 700 



Moren Way, Elko, NV 89801; 738-4091, or 800-
248-ELKO outside evada 

Ely's Bristlecone Convention Center: Box 958, 
Ely, NY 89301; 289-3720 

Eureka County C of C: Box 14, Eureka, NY 89316; 
237-5484 

Fernley C of C: Box 1606, Fernley, NV 89408;575-
4459 

Gabbs, City of: Box 86, Gabbs, NY 89409; 285-
2671 

Goldfield C of C: Box 225, Gold fie ld, NV 89013; 
485-9957 

Great Basin C of C: Baker, NV 89311; 234-7302 
Greater Smoky Valley Chamber of Commerce: 

Box 18, Hwy. 276 at Carver's Station, Round 
Mountain, V 89045; 377-2490 

Jackpot Visitors Information: Box 508, Jackpot, 
NY 89825; 755-2321, 800-821-3935 in evada, 
800-821-1103 outside evada 

Lincoln County C of C: Box 553, Caliente, NY 
89008; 726-3129 

Lovelock C of C: Box 821, Lovelock, NY 89419; 
273-7213 

McDermitt Information: Box 278, McDermitt, 
NY 89421 

Mason Valley C of C: Box 327 Yerington, NY 
89447; 463-3721 

Mesquite C of C: Box 8, Mesquite, NY 89024; 
346-5123 weekday afternoons 

Mineral County C of C: Box 1635, Hawthorne, 
NY 89415; 945-5896 

Pahrump Valley ~ of C: Box 42, Pahrump, NY 
89041; 727-5800 

Pioche C of C: Box 51, Pioche, NY 89043; 962-
5544 (office hours: 11am-3pm Mon.-Sat.) 

Tonopah C of C: Box 869, Tonopah, NY 89049; 
482-3859 

Wells C of C: Box 615, Wells, NY 89835; 752-3540 
Wendover USA Visi tors/Convention Bureau: 

Box 2468, Wendover, NV 89883; 664-3414 
White Pine C of C: 636 Aultman, Ely, NV 89301; 

289-8877 
Winnemucca C of C: 48 W. Winnemucca Blvd ., 

Winnemucca, NY 89445; 623-2225 
Winnemucca Convention and Visitors Bureau: 

50 W. Winnemucca Blvd ., Winnemucca, NV 
89445; 623-5071 

STATE AND NATIONAL PARKS 
Nevada Division of State Parks: Capitol Com­

plex, Carson City, NV 89710; 687-4387 
Death Valley National Monument: Death Val­

ley, CA 92328; 619-786-2331 
Great Basin National Park: Baker, NY 89311; 234-

7331 
Lake Mead National Recreation Area: 601 e­

vada Hwy., Boulder Ci ty, NY 89005; 293-8907 
Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area: 

P.O. Box 26569, Las Vegas, NY 89126; 363-
1921 

MORE CAMPING AND HIKING 
Bureau of Land Management: Box 12000, Reno, 

NV 89520, 785-6402; Box 26569, Las Vegas, NV 
89126,647-5000; 1523 Hot Springs Rd. , Suite 
300, Carson City, NV 89701, 885-6000; Box 831, 
Elko, NV 89801, 738-4071 

Humboldt National Forest: 976 Mountain City 
Hwy., Elko, NV 89801, 738-5171 

Toiyabe National Forest: 1200 Frankl in Way, 
Spa rks, NY 89431,331-6444; 550 E. Charleston, 
Las Vegas, V 89104, 477-7782 (for Moun t 
Charleston area) 

FISHING AND HUNTING 
Nevada Dept. of Wildlife: Main : 1100 Valley Rd ., 

Reno, NV 89503, 688-1500; Southern Nevada: 
State Ma il Complex, Las Vegas, NY 89158, 
486-5127 

Pyramid Lake: Pyramid Lake Fisheries: Star 
Route, Sutcl iffe, NV 89510, 673-6335 

'~1HISAND 
TOO!' 

-J.F., Foster City, CA 

From Everyone agrees that it's the perfect time to come to $85 * Harvey's for our Bed and Breakfast Special. Our guests enjoy 
Single or double a free buffet breakfast each morning, luxurious accommo-

occupancy dations, free valet parking, plus free use of Harvey's health 
club, pool and spa. For reservations, call 1-800-648-3361. 

'Rates are per room, per night Offer slAlject to availability. Rates quoted are per room Sunday tIlroujlh Friday. SatlJrday from 5105.00 

Not valid with any other special offer, rate, package or convention. SUbject to cancellatioo without noti<e any time. 

*~~* ~ •••• 

$59.95 
per person, 
double occupancy includes: 

• Deluxe accommodations for 2 nights 
• 1 dinner per person in Katie's or Fiona's 
• Casino Fun Coupons and free cocktails 
• Free use of glass-enclosed spa deck 

Make the perfect getaway ... and still be close to everything. 
CARSON VALLEY IN INO/RV RESORT 
U.S. 395 Minden. NV 

20 min. from Tahoe 
800-321-6983 

In Nevada 
(702) 782-9711 
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un ots. 

Explore Ponderosa Ranch Enjoy dazzling shows Go jor the green Watch 'em ride Float up and away 



Tourism and attractions like Hoover Dam's 
Winged Figures of the Republic (above) will 
be the focus of National Tourism Week, 
celebrated in w s Vegas May 5-11. Events 
include a luncheon, a Tourist of the Week 
contest, and photo, art, and essay contests. 
The event,first proclaimed by President 
Reagan in 1984, recognizes the tourism 
industry's importance to the national 
economy. For more information contact the 
Nevada Commission on Tourism 's ws Vegas 
office, 702-486-7234. 

HOT LINES 
Charleston Heights Arts Center. films, art ex­

hibits, chamber music, 386-6383 
Fern Adair Conservatory of the Arts: ballet, 

musicals, theater, 458-7575 
Las Vegas Stars: Triple-A baseball, San Diego 

Padres farm club playing in Pacific Coa t 
League, 5/2-5 v. Tacoma Tiger ; 5/18-21 v. 
Phoenix Giants; 5/23-26 v. Vancouver Cana­
dian ; 5/27-30 v. Albuquerque Dukes; 6/4-7 
v. Albuquerque Dukes; 6/ 8-11 v. Tucson Toros; 
6/12-16 v. Phoenix Giants; 6/25-29 v. Tucson 
Tom; 6/30-7/3 v. Colorado Springs Sky Sox 
(fireworks on 7/3);7/19-22 v. Phoenix Giants; 
7/27-30v.ColoradoSpringsSkySox,Ca hman 
Field, 386-7200 

Nevada Division of State Parks: hike , tours, 
stargazing, campfire program at 21 parks 
around the state, District VI, La Vega, 486-
5126 

Reed Whipple Cultural Center. concerts, film 
festivals, melodramas, 386-6211 

UNL V Baseball: 4/30-5/1 v. Arizona State; 5/3-
5 v. Univ. of Pacific; Roger Bamson Field, 739-
FA S 

UNL V Concerts: music and dance, 739-3101 
For chamber of commerce and convention cen­

ter phone numbers, see page E-4 
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Bicentennial Park is the site of booths and games during Boulder City's Damboree on July 4. 

EVENTS 
May 
World Series of Poker, 4/28-5/16, 22nd annual, 

the world's be t poker player gather to com­
pete for $6 million in a serie of poker show­
downs; the new world champion is guaran­
teed at least $1 million, Binion's Hor eshoe, 
382-1600 

Las Vegas Seniors Golf Tournament, 4/29-5/5, 
Senior PGA golf tournament, Desert Inn Golf 
Cour e, 733-4653 

Annual Juried Student Exhibition, 4/29-5/17 
8am-5pm Mon.-Fri., Donna Beam Fine Art 
Gallery, U LV 739-3535 

1991 Miss Universe Pageant, 4/29-5/ 18, high­
lights include: on 5/14 Pre entation ight 
includes swimsuit and evening gown judging 

at 8pm; on 5/17 Finals ight include the 
intemationally-televi ed judging and crown­
ing from 6- pm at the Aladdin Theatre for the 
Performing Art , and the Coronation Ball at 
8:30pm at a location TBA, fo r ticket call 739-
3900 or 731-2115 

America's Living Folk Traditions, thru 5/31, 
exhibit of 55 traditional folk art pieces by 

ational Heritage Fellowship winner, in­
cludes performing artists and craft per on , 
organized by the Museum of International 
Folk Art in Santa Fe, evada State Mu eum 
and Hi torical Society, 486-5205 

Desert Wildlife, thru 8/4, an exhibit of tortoi 
and other denizens of the desert, evada State 
Mu eum and Hi torical Society, 486-5205 

World War II and the Emergence of Modem Las 
Vegas, thru 12/1 ,anexhibitofthemajorevents 
on the "home front" in Las Vegas during 
World War ll-the founding of elli Air 

Photos: Salvatore J . Vaspol (left). John H. Lehr (nght) 



PREVIEW 

Raising 
Helldorado 
Some things remain the same as they 
were in 1935 when the first Elks 
Helldorado celebration was held . 

Just as it was then , Las Vegas 
Helldorado is perhaps the premier com­
munity-wide event in the greater Las 
Vegas area. On the other hand, there is no 
comparison between the three-day party 
that kicked off Helldorado 56 years ago 
and today's lO-day multi-event attrac­
tion. 

Helldorado grew out of city leaders' 
concern over the future of their small 
town and its 5,000 residents. While the 
rest of the world was faced with a devas­
tating depression, times were compara­
tively good in Las Vegas thanks to the 

rile He/ldorado parade has been a tradition 
since the event began in 1935. 

construction of Hoover (then known as 
Boulder) Dam. 

But all good things must come to an 
end, and the dam's construction was fi­
nally completed on April 23, 1935-the 
day before the first Helldorado celebra­
tion began. 

Civic leaders, led by members of the 

Photos: Nevada Magazine Collection (top) . Las Vegas News Bureau (bottom) 

u::t"[1 -

Elks Lodge, had realized they needed an 
attraction to continue drawing the tour­
ists who had come from all parts of the 
nation to view work on the dam. Such an 
event also would create a sense of com­
munity pride and possibly get the hun­
dreds of dam workers to consider mak­
ing southern Nevada their home. 

The concept worked, and Helldorado 
Days is now considered the grand-daddy 
of all the public relatio'ns efforts that have 
made Las Vegas a name recognized 
around the globe. 

While bringing out community pride 
and spirit, Helldorado has given the Elks 
a fantastic opportunity to raise money for 
its charitable efforts. In the past three 
years alone, more than 30 organizations 
have received funds from Helldorado 
proceeds. 

Las Vegas Helldorado Days 1991, 
sponsored by the Las Vegas Elks Lodge 
No. 1468, will be held at the Thomas and 
Mack Center from May 24 to June 2. This 
year's event will feature the Western 
College Regional Finals Rodeo, two nights 
of bull riding only, six PRCA rodeo per­
formances, a parade, carnival, food, ex­
hibits, entertainment, and many more 
events. 
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From left: Mrs. Harry Allan, Mrs. Ray Thorn, Florence Lee Jones eahian, and Sonya Honrath serve pastries at the Las Vegas USO. 

PREVIEW 

Las Vegas 
and the 

War 
A photographic exhibit at the Nevada 
State Museum and Historical Society in 
La.s Vegas reminds us of a not-so-long­
ago time in Las Vegas when the country 
was fighting a war that directly affected 
every American family . "World War II 
and the Emergence of Modern Las Ve­
gas" shows some of the wartime hardships 
and sacrifices of life in Las Vegas as it 
grew from a small railroad town of 8,000 
to a dynamic resort city in the space of just 
a few years in the 1940s. 

This year marks the 50th anniversary 
of several events which were to signifi­
cantly change the destiny of Las Vegas. 
The El Rancho Vegas hotel and casino 
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opened in April 1941. As the first resort 
hotel on the Los Angeles Highway, itwas 
the beginning of the world-famed Las 
Vegas Strip. In June of that year, the first 
troops arrived to staff the new Las Vegas 
Army Gunnery School, later to become 
Nellis Air Force Base. That September, 
construction began in the desert south­
east of Las Vegas on one of the country's 
largest defense plants in what would 
become the city of Henderson. 

Thousands of military personnel and 
construction and defense workers caused 
the area's population to triple almost 
overnight. By war's end, the time was 
ripe for the arrival of men like Benjamin 
"Bugsy" Siegel, men with Eastern under­
world ties who built the Flamingo Hotel 
and began to create a glamorous resort 
city. 

Yet the exhibit is about more than just 
growth and change. It is al 0 about the 
soldiers of the gunnery school and their 
five weeks of difficult training in the op­
eration of .50-caliber machine guns before 
being assigned to a bomber group and 
sent overseas to fight. It is about the thou­
sands of men and women who came to a 
critically overcrowded town to find 
sometimes hazardous jobs producing 
magnesium at the huge Basic Magnesium 
plant at Henderson. The black families 
among them had to settle for the appall­
ing living conditions of the then-under­
developed Westside or in segregated 

housing nearer the plant. And finally, it is 
about the men who volunteered to serve 
as air raid wardens and auxiliary police­
men, the women who assisted at area 
hospitals and usa canteens, and the 
young people who helped collect mate­
rial during scrap drives and contributed 
their pennies to the war effort by buying 
defense stamps. 

"World War II and the Emergence of 
Modern Las Vegas," which will be on 
exhibit through December, has involved 
the efforts of many individuals and orga­
nizations throughout the state. Funding 
has been provided by the Nevada Hu­
manities Committee and the Nevada 
125th Anniversary Commission. Artifacts 
and photographs have been provided by 
museums from around Nevada, as well 
as by veterans who trained at the air base 
and members of the community who 
worked on the home front during the 
war. The history office of the Tactical 
Fighter Weapons Center at Nellis Air 
Force Base provided major assistance. 

In conjunction with the exhibit, the 
museum will, throughout the year, be 
sponsoring public events, including a 
lecture series and guided tours. 

The exhibit, and the publication that 
accompanies it, are intended to provide 
an occasion to reflect upon the meaning 
of those events of 50 years ago and to 
recall the sacrifices and triumphs they 
entailed. 

Photo: Nevada State Museum and Historical Society 



"Storyteller" by 1986 National Heritage 
Fellow Helen Cordero, is shown in the 
America's Living Folk Traditions exhibit at 
the Nevada State Museum and Historical 
Society through May 31. 

Force Base, the Basic Magnesium defense plant 
in Henderson, and the emergence of the resort 
industry at war's end, Nevada State Museum 
and Historical Society, 486-5205 

Elementary School Choir Festival, 5/ 1 and 5/6, 
lOam, Ham Hall, UNLV, 739-3535 

Art Exhibit, 5/1-31, works by Maria Wurtz, Lost 
City Museum, Overton, 397-2193 

Lecture: Magic and Illusion in Chaucer's 
"Franklin's Tale," 5/2, by Professor V.A. 
Kolve of UCLA, free, 7:30pm, Beam Hall, 
UNLV 739-3131 

UNL V Wind Ensemble, 5/2, 8pm, Ham Hall, 
UNL V, 739-3535 

"The Odd Couple," 5/2-4, comedy, Clark 
County Community College Theatre, North 
Las Vegas, 644-PLA Y 

POCA Las Vegas Fun Rally, 5/2-5, gathering of 
owners of Pantera'sports cars, highlight is car 
display on Fremont St. on Sat. from 5:30-
8:30pm, headquarters is Union Plaza, 386-
3043 

Home Show, 5/2-5, Las Vegas Convention Cen­
ter, 732-1899 

Dance in the Afternoon, 5/3, UNLV Depart­
ment of Dance Arts presents the junior and 
senior projects of dance majors, featuring jazz 
and modem choreography, the best of Broad­
way by the musical theatre class, tap, and the 
UNLV Ballroom Formation Team in a popu­
lar medley of dances, free, 2pm, Studio The­
atre, Room 302, McDermott Physical Educa­
tion Complex, UNLV 739-3827 

A Salute to Nellis Air Force Base by the Per­
forming Arts Center, 5/3, jazz artists Billy 
Taylor and Ramsey Lewis in concert; Air Force 
art, history, and recruiting displays, and com­
munity booths, 7:30pm, $17.50, Ham Hall, 
UNLV 739-3801 

"The Cocktail Hour" 5/3-5, 5/9-12, and 5/16-
19, drama, Las Vegas Little Theatre, Spring 
Valley Library, 383-0021 

National Heritage Fellows Performance Series, 
5/4, performance by Chesley Goseyun Wil­
son, Apache fiddle player and 1989 Fellow, 
2pm, free, Nevada State Museum and His­
torical Society, 486-5205 

Pholo: A. Taylor 

Star In A Winning Roll. 
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NIGHTLIFE 

School 
for 

Comedy 
By Jackie Brett 

"I didn't know how to be a comedian. 
There's no school for it," says Paul 
Rodriguez. He recalls that when his ca­
reer began in the late '70s, he looked so 
much like Freddie Prince, the late TV 
star-comedian, that he had to shave his 
mustache just to get a job. 

"I've experienced a lot of horror sto­
ries," says Rodriguez, 36, who got his 
start playing the college circuit. 

"I performed in a cafeteria once," he 
says. "I had to compete with meatloaf. It 
was in Wichita Falls, Texas." His stage 
was an overturned barrel. "There was 
no microphone, no introductions, no 
nothing. 1 was ou t there telling jokes and 
nobody was paying attention. It was 
humilia ting." 

Another incident took place at Loyola 
Marymount University in Los Angeles. 
Rodriguez said "hell" on stage, and they 
held his check. 

''I'm not particularly a dirty comic. 1 
said, 'Oh hell, and some guy who was 
studying for the priesthood or something 
lectured me for a while. When he didn't 
give me my check, that was when 1 really 
cussed." 

Rodriguez says that when you feel 
frustrated in your career, you can look 
back on a situation like tha t and instantly 
feel a whole lot better. 

Last year he headlined for the first 
time in Las Vegas at the Golden Nugget. 
Before that he'd been an opening act. 

"Very few comedians are famous 
enough to headline. You more or less get 
introduced to Las Vegas and Atlantic 
City by opening for tars," he says. 

Rodriguez's first time in Atlantic Ci ty 
in the early '80s, was a comedian's 
nightmare. "I have a dubious honor. 1 
was the first comedian to ever work the 
main room of the Golden Nugget in 
Atlantic City. 1 was partof a how called 
'Hollywood Goes Broadway produced 
by Jeff Kutash, who has 'Splash' at the 
Riviera." 

Only about 25 people showed up for 
the first show because the room was still 
under construction and there had been 
little advertising. 

"I went out in front of this audience. 1 
was new as a comedian, and 1 didn't 

Paul Rodriguez, once upstaged by meatloaf 

have the range of material. All 1 talked 
about was lowriders and East L.A. It 
didn't dawn on me that my material 
couldn't travel with me to the East 
Coast. 1 went up there and died a hor­
rible death." 

There are three big deals in his busi­
ness, Rodriguez says. "When you do The 
Tonight Show, when you get your own 
series, and when you play Vegas. That's 
what is called The Holy Trinity." 

He's done them all. Rodriguez has 
had three television series: aka Pablo, for 
Norman Lear; Trial and Error; and Grand 
Slalll, which costarred John Schneider. 
He's also made five feature films: D.C. 
Cab, Miracles, The Whoopie Boys, Born in 
East L.A., and Quicksilver. 

Rodriguez was featured eight times 
on Johnny Carson's show until he fell 
out of favor for guest-hosting Joan Riv­
ers' late night show on Fox. 

Since March 1990, he's had a hit one­
hour, prime-time, bilingual talk show, 
El Show de Paul Rodriguez, for the Span­
ish-language Univision network. 

Rodriguez was born in Mazatlan, 
Mexico, to migrant farm workers. His 
mother mandated that Spanish be spo­
ken in the house, and she taught him to 
read and write it. "I hated it then, but 
now 1 appreciate it." 

Does Rodriguez feel pressure to rep­
resent Hispanics? "Yeah, it's an awful 
job you never apply for," he quips, 
adding, "I don't think of myself as 
spokesperson, just as someone who says 
funny things." 

Rodriguez lives in Pasadena. "People 
come up to my door all the time and 
knock and say 'See, 1 told you he lives 
here.'" 

His goal is simple: "1 would rather 
have a career, where I'm not a superstar 
but I'm not totally an unknown, last 30 
years than be the hottest comic on the 
circuit for a year." 

Paul Rodriguez appears at the Golden 
Nugget May 2-6. 



Nevada Fine Arts Trio Concert, 5/4, 7:30pm, $6, 
Ham Hall, UNLV n9-3801 

UNLVINO '91, 5/4, 17th annua l, more than 100 
wineries represented, special culinary salon, 
$15 in advance, $25 at door, 3-9pm, Thomas 
and Mack Center, UNL V 739-3078 

Spring Jamboree and Artisans Fair, 5/4-5, an­
nual spring event w ith arts and crafts show, 
food booths, auction, children's activities, free 
entertainment, Gazebo and Wilbur parks, 
Boulder City, 293-2034 

Mickey Thompson's Annual Supercross-Sta­
dium Motorcross, 5/4-5, amateur day on 5/5 
when locals can ride the course, Sam Boyd 
Silver Bowl, 739-3900 

Las Vegas' Historyof Entertainment Exhibit, 5/ 
4-7/28, explores the early years of entertain­
ment in Las Vegas with photos, period arti­
facts, lectures, and performances, Clark 
County Heritage Museum, Henderson, 455-
7955 

National Heritage Fellows Performance Series, 
5/5, performance by Jimmy Jausoro, accordi­
onist with the Oinkari Basque Dancers and 
1985 Fellow, 2pm, free, Nevada State Musuem 
and Historical Society, 486-5205 

National Tourism Week, 5/5-11, events include 
a luncheon at the Sands Grand Ballroom on 5/ 
10 (socia l hour at 11:30am, lunch at noon, $16 
pre-paid, $18 at door), Tourist of the Week 
drawings, courtesy booth at airport, and photo, 
art, and essay contests, 486-7234 

Helldorado Art Show, 5/5-26, juried and judged 
show of western art, Las Vegas Art Museum, 
647-4300 

Lecture: Tales-Tall and Short, 5/6, discussion 
and telling of humorous American stories by 
Professor Robert DodgeofUNL V, free, 7:30pm, 
Wright Hall, UNLV, 739-3131 

"West," 5/9-12 and 5/15-18, theatrical vignettes 
depicting the American West from its origins 
to today; an original production by play­
wrights from UN LV's graduate program,Judy 
Bayley Theatre, UNL V 739-3801 

Southwest Art Show, 5/10-12, Cashman Field, 
386-7100 

"The Diary of Anne Frank," 5/10-12 and 5/17-
19, The Rainbow Company Charleston 
Heights Arts Center, 386-6553 

"The Magic in Me," 5/11, Children's Creative 
Dance Lab, 7pm, $2, Ham Hall, U LV 739-
3801 

Second Annual Kazoo Extravaganza, 5/11, 
spring carnival, sponsored by the City of Las 
Vegas and Students Against Drunk Driving 
and Drugs (SADDD), Lorenzi Park, 386-6297 

Sixth Clark County Artists Show, 5/11-12, fine 
arts exhibits and sales (no crafts), Southwest 
theme, Bicentennial Park, Boulder City, 293-
2138 or 294-5058 

Western National Collectible and Antique 
Show, 5/11-12, 11am-6pm Sat., 10am-5pm 
Sun., $3, Cashman Field, 382-7043 

Festival Plaza Theatre Groundbreaking, 5/15, 
Lorenzi Park, 386-6297 

Ribsand Blues Concert,5/17, blues great Charlie 
Musselwhite with traditional blues artists 
Cephas and Wiggins perform in outdoor con­
cert, award-winning ribs, advance tickets $8, 
$10 at door, children 14 and under free, gates 
open at6pm, concert begins at 7pm, sponsored 
byClark County Parks and Recreation, Sunset 
Park,455-7340 

1991 Miss Universe Pageant Finals Night, 5/17 
internationally-televised judging and crown­
ing from 6-8pm at the Aladdin Theatre for the 
Performing Arts, Coronation Ball at 8:30pm at 
a location TBA, for tickets call 739-3900 or 731-
2115 

Open Co-ed Volleyball Tournament, 5/18, 
Stewa rt-Mojave Sports Center, 386-6563 

People's Choice Senior Citizens Softball Game, 
5/18, Lorenzi Park, 386-6297 

International Festival and Senior Arts and Crafts 
Sale, 5/18, Dula Senior Complex, 386-6454 

Jim Hicklin Memorial Air Rallye, 5/18, annual 
air show of approximately 100 planes, schol­
arship is offered each year to deserving stu­
dent, free admission, Sam's Town Gold River 
Hotel, Laughlin, 298-2242 

Craft Fair and Rib Burn-Off, 5/18-19, hand­
made crafts, barbecue cook-off competition, 
continuous live music, free children's activi­
ties, and classic car show, adults $2, children 
$1, todd lers free, 11 am-6pm, Sunset Park, 455-
8200 

Food Fandango, 5/23, food festival, Western 
Emporium parkinglotadjacenttoSam'sTown, 
456-7777 

Spring Ballet Collection, 5/23-26, mixed reper-

toire of ballets including a new work, "New 
World Symphony," Nevada Dance Theatre, 
Judy Bayley Theatre, UNLV 739-3801 

Mesquite Days, 5/24-25, Mesquite'S annua l 
birthday celebration with Mayor's breakfast, 
games, softball tournament, dances, fireworks, 
softball complex and park, Mesquite,346-5295 

Southwest Collector's Gun Show, 5/24-26, 
convention center, Henderson, 565-2171 

Memorial Day Weekend Party, 5/24-26, music, 
dancing, food and drink specials, Callville 
Bay Resort Marina, Lake Mead, 565-8958 

Las Vegas Helldorado Days, 5/24-6/2, includes 
Professional Rodeo Cowboys Assn. champi­
onship rodeo (5/22-6/2), two-day trail ride, 
Helldorado Shoot-Out Golf Tournament, pa­
rade, street dance, chili cook-off, horse auc­
tion, Whiskerino Beard-Growing Con test, 
crowning of Helldorado Queen, 1 O-K run, and 

Boulder City 
Expect to see great things. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
SPRING JAMBOREE & ARTISANS FAIR, May 

CLARK COUNTY ARTIST SHOW, May 
LAS VEGAS SYMPHONY, SALUTE TO HOOVER DAM, June 

WATER SKI RACES, June 
BOULDER CITY DAMBOREE, July 

WATER SKI RACES, September 
BUD LITE U.S. TRIATHLON SERIES, September 

ART IN THE PARK, Oaober 
H ARBOR PARADE OF LIGHTS, CHRISTMAS PA RADE, December 

BOULDER CITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
1497 Nevada Highway, Boulder City, NV 89005 • (702, 293-20 34 
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CASINO NOTES 
- After 22,000 performances, the "Lido 

de Paris" took its final bow at the Stardust 
Hotel on February 28. Imported from 
Paris in 1958, the "Lido" played to an 
estimated 19 million showgoers over 32 
years and was famous for introducing 
topless dancing to Las Vegas' apprecia­
tive audiences. 

-The Imperial Palace Auto Collection 
expects to see its five millionth visitor this 
December when the collection celebrates 
its 10th anniversary. One of its most un­
usual cars is a 1948 Chrysler Town and 
Country convertible that led this year's 
Tournament of Roses Parade and once 
belonged to Leo Carillo, who played 
Pancho on the popular TV western series, 
The Cisco Kid. It has a steer's head on the 
radiator and a horn that bellows like a 
steer. As Carillo wrote in his memoirs, it 
was "strictly a car to make any ranchman 
happy" Or, perhaps, one bull you 
wouldn't want to grab by the horns. 

- After standing their ground on the 
Strip for the last 40 years, the Sahara's 
plaster camels are finally getting a paint 
job. "For years people have had their 
pictures taken with the camels," said re­
sort chairman Paul Lowden, "and it's 
kind of neat to think that in tens of thou­
sands of homes across the country there 
are old photos and fond memories of the 

Leo Carillo's 1948 Chrysler convertible stands out in the Imperial Palace's collection. 

camels and their attendant." 
- For the 12th year running Caesars 

Palace's Palace Court restaurant has re­
ceived the coveted Mobil Travel Guide 
Four-Star award. The Las Vegas hotel 
and restaurant are two of only 359 places 
in the United States and Canada that are 
current four-star winners. In part the de­
cision is based on published reviews and 

anonymous visits by the Mobil guide's 
staff. 

-Three casino anniversaries of note: 
On February 16, the Ramada Hotel San 
Remt)' s doors had been opened for a year. 
Sam's Town will celebrate its 12th birth­
day from July 7 toJuly28, and Sam Boyd's 
Fremont Hotel will mark 35 years in 
business from June 1 to August 31. 

"Romancing the West in Nevada Cowboy Country" 

~~~~ ~~~~ 

Poetry Gathering 
.... ,., .. aUlllla, Colligiate Mining Contest 

DUlme""'3IrOl,n & Recreation Show 
Western Heritage Festival 

Expo Open Golf Tournament 
Elko Mining Expo 

Lamoille Fair 
National Basque Festival 

Art in the Park 
Silver State Stampede 
Mine Safety Olympiad 

Country Fair & Livestock 
Citizens Benefit Round-up 

Pre-Holiday Merchants Show 

'E[f;p Convention & 'llisitors YtutlWrity 
700 Moren 'Way 'E[f;p, ?(Jvatfa 89801 

702· 738·4091 1·800·248·'EL'J(O 

c:::::::::========~~. 702.738.24210===========~~ --:::==:::::::::=== __ --1 
1991 '% ?auron 1) 106insOrl 
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an art auction, Thomas and Mack Center, 
U LV 870-1221 

National Heritage Fellows Performance Series, 
5/25, performance by Dewey Balsa, Cajun 
fiddler and 1982 Fellow, with the Balsa Band, 
6pm, free, Lorenzi Park, 486-5205 

June 
Las Vegas Symphony Orchestra Salutes 

Nevada's Hoover Dam, 6/1, cultural salute to 
Hoover Dam featuring historical exhibi ts, pe­
riod music of the era, and evening concert, 
free, Wilbur Square, Boulder City, 736-6656 

Woodsy Owl Day, 6/1, entertainment for 
youngsters accompanied by an adult, includes 
magicians, sing-along, clowns, noon-3pm, free, 
Spring Mountain Ranch State Park in Red 
Rock Canyon, 594-PLA Y 

Musical Arts Chorus Concert, 6/1-2, tribute to 
the music of Jerome Kern, Ham Hall, U LV 
739-3801 

Makita Pro Football Team Arm Wrestling 
Championship, 6/1-2, Imperial Palace, 794-
3114 

Jazz in the Park '91, 6/1-29, Sat. evenings only, 
concerts from 7-lOpm, produced and hosted 
by jazz impresario Alan Grant, ho t of Mon­
day ightJazz at the Four Queens, free, spon-
ored by Clark County Parks and Recreation 

Cultural Division, Winchester Park, 455-7340 
Art Exhibit, 6/1-30, paintings by Douglas Lloyd 

of Las Vegas, Lost City Museum, Overton, 
397-2193 

Art Exhibit, 6 / 2-30, oils by Neal Butcher, con­
temporary nature, Western, art of the ages, 
Las Vegas Art Museum, 647-4300 

Virgil Hill v. Thomas "Hit Man" Hearns, 6/ 3, 
champion hip boxing between five-timeworld 
champion Thomas "Hit Man" Hearns and 
World Boxing Assn. (WBA) light heavyweight 
champion Virgil Hill, tickets from $50-$400, 
Caesars Palace, 731-7865 

"You' re A Good Man, Charlie Brown," 6/ 7-9, the 
Rainbow Company, 6pm, free, sponsored by 
the Arts Advisory Council of Green Valley 
and American evada Corporation, Silver 
Spring Park in Green Valley, Hender on, 
458-8855 

Hooked on Fishing Derby, 6/8, contests, pros 
will give instructions and tips on fishing, 
Lorenzi Park, 386-6297 

Men's and Women's Racquetball Tournament, 
6/ 8-9,Stewart-MojaveSportsCenter, 386-6563 

"Wizard of Oz," 6/12-15, 6/ 19-22, and 6/ 26-29, 
musical production performed on a stage out­
doors in a grass meadow, bring lawn chair 
and supper, concession stands, gates open at 
6pm, production from 8:10-lOpm, tickets from 
$2-$5, children 6 and under free, Super Sum­
mer Theatre, Spring Mountain Ranch State 
Park in Red Rock Canyon, 594-PLA Y 

"A Common Thread," 6/ 16-8/ 21, econd bien­
nial traveling juried exhibition of fiber art by 

evada artists, Reed Whipple Cultural Cen­
ter, 386-6211 

Hershey Track and Field Youth Program Re­
gional Meet, 6/ 19, Eldorado HighSchool,386-
6297 

"Come 'n' Get It" Canine Frisbee Competition, 
6/ 21 , location TBA in Las Vegas, 386-6297 

"The Merry Widow," 6/23, operetta starring 
international artists and featuring the evada 
Opera Theatre Orchestra and Choru , 2pm, 
tickets are $10, $15, $25, and $50, Cashman 
Theatre, 451-6331 

Art Exhibit, 6/ 24-7/ 19, graduating Bachelors of 
Fine Arts tudent a rt exhibition, free, 8am-
5pm Mon.-Fri. , Donna Beam Fine Art Gallery, 
U LV 739-3801 

Sam's Town Gold River Air Race Classic, 6/ 25-
28, 15th annual, race from Laughlin to Hunts-

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW FOR LAUGHLIN'S 

1470lOOM5 
AVAILABLE 

THREE NEW 
RESTAURANTS 

LA UGH LIN, NEVA D A 

Let Nevada Magazine 
Be Your Guide! 

With Nevada Magazine, you'll 
discover the hidden hideaways, 
the greatest recreation spots, 
and the hottest gaming and 
entertainment action! 

That's because Nevada 
Magazine has it all. Everything 
from Old West historical sites 
and backpacking trails to the 
excitement of Las Vegas, Reno, 
and Lake Tahoe. And with 
Nevada Events, you'll have the 
most comprehensive gUide of 
what's happening in Nevada 
right at your fingertips. 

A one-year (seven issue) 
subscription is only $13.50! 

No One Knows Nevada 
Like We Do! 

To subscribe, just use the handy order form on the insert card. 
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ville, Alabama, includes 70 planes, two women 
to each plane, planes take off20 econds apart, 
public invited to autograph and photo session 
prior to race, Sam's Town Gold River Hotel, 
Laughlin, 298-2242 

July 
All-American Week, 7/1-5, free barbecue, 

fiddler 'sandotherconte ts,Sam' TownGold 
River Hotel, Laughlin, 298-2242 

Art Exhibit, 7/1-31, paintings by Bernice 
Breed love of Overton, Lost City Museum, 
Overton, 397-2193 

Concert in the Park Summer Series, 7/3, patri­
otic music performed by student from Clark 
County Community College's Henderson 
Branch, free, Foxridge Park in Green Valley, 
Henderson, 458-8855 

World Junior Frisbee Competition, 7/3, Robison 
Community School, 459-0201 

40th Annual Fireworks Display, 7/4, 7:30-9pm 
pre-show includes display of the latest fire 
fighting equipment and various local enter­
tainment, 9pm fireworks, $8adults,$4children 
6-14, and children 5 and under free, Sam Boyd 
Silver Bowl, 739-3900 

Fourth of July Family Pops Concert, 7/4, fea­
turing American ballads, marches, and 
Broadway show tunes, 2pm, La Vegas Sym­
phony, Cashman Theater, 736-6656 

July Fourth Damboree, 7/4, 43rd, pancake 
breakfa t, parade, noonceremonie atCentral 
Park, band concert from 1-3pm, children' 
activities from 2-4pm, food and game booths 
from 10am-5pm, fireworks at 9pm, Boulder 
City,293-2034 

Callville July Fourth Celebration, 7/4-7, mu ic, 
dancing, food and drink special, Callville 
Bay Re ort Marina, Lake Mead, 565-8958 

Art Exhibit, 7/7-28, watercolor, sculpture, and 
paintings by Mary Shaw and Carol Kolberg, 
Las Vegas Art Museum, 647-4300 

"Hair," 7/10-13, 7/17-20, and 7/24-27 musical 
performed on an outdoor stage, bring lawn 
chair and supper, gates open at 6pm, produc­
tion from 8:10-10pm, ticket from $2-$5, chil­
dren 6 and under free, SuperSummerTheatre, 
Spring Mountain Ranch State Park in Red 
Rock Canyon, 594-PLA Y 

COMING EVENTS 
Jaycee State Fair, 9/28-10/6, La Vegas,457-8832 
Art in the Park, 10/5-6, Boulder City, 293-2034 
Las Vegas Invitational Golf Tournament, 10/9-

13,382-6616 
Fifth Annual HDRA Gold Coast 300 Off-Road 

Race, 10/11-13, La Vegas, 361-5404 
North Las Vegas Fairshow and Nevada Cham­

pionship Balloon Races, 10/25-27 642-1944 

SHOWGUIDE 
Aladdin, 736-0240: "Alakazaam," revue, indf. 

(dark Tues.) 
Bally's, 739-4567: Celebrity RoolII: George Carlin, 

5/9-13; Tom Jone , 4/25-5/8; Rodney 
Dangerfield, 5/16-22; Andrew Dice lay, 5/ 
23-26; Dean Martin,5 /30-6/ 1; Ziegfe/d Theatre: 
"Jubilee!" indf. (dark Wed .); Catch a Rising Star: 
comedy /variety club, indf. 

Barbary Coast, 737-7111: Craig Harri on, 5/1-20 
(dark Tues.); Corrie Sach , 5/22-6/10 (dark 
Tues.); Sound Cha er, 6/12-7/1 (da rk Tues.) 

Bourbon Street, 737-7200: Cook E. Jarr and the 
Krums, thru 5/12; Dianne Elliott, 5/14-5/19; 
J.e. & Act I, 6/4-6/16 

Caesars Palace, 731-7333: David Copperfield, 5/ 
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It's Thomas "Hit Mall" Hearns (left) versus Virgil Hill (right) at Caesars Palace June 3. 

1-6;ClintBlack,5/8-13;ThePoint rSi ter ,5/ 
22-27; Jay Leno, 6/7-9 and 6/14-16; Diana 
Ross, 7/10-22; Julio Iglesia , 7/24-29 

California Hotel, 385-1222: Entertainment TBA 
Circus Circus, 734-0410: Free circus act, 11am­

midnight 
Continental, 737-5555: "SexOver40," indf. (dark 

Sun.) 
Desert Inn, 733-4566: LarryGatlin and the Gatlin 

Brother , 5/2-15; Joan River, 5/16-6/5; The 
Righteous Brothers/Brad Garrett, 6/6-26 

Dunes, 737-4741: Latin Week with Tierra EI 
Chicano, thru 5/5; Sawyer Brown, 5/21-27 

EI Rancho, 796-2222: Entertainment IBA 
Excalibur. 597-7600: "King Arthur's Tourna­

ment," indf. (darkSun.); nightly lounge enter-
tainment 

Fitzgeralds, 382-6111: ightlyentertainment 
Flamingo Hilton, 733-3333: Sonny Turner /Steve 

Long, thru 5/2; Second Wind / Triple PIa y, 5/ 
3-30; Danny Gale/Triple Play, 5/31-6/13; 
Against All Odds/Diamondhead, 6/14-27; 
"City Lite ," tage spectacular, indf. (dark 
Sun.) 

Four Queens, 385-4011: Doug Ker haw, thru 5/ 
12; The King ton Trio, 5/14-26; The Platters, 
5/28-6/16; Frank Sinatra, Jr., 6/18-7/7; Mon­
day ight Jazz, indf. 

Gold Coast, 367-7111: Sorta Dixie Jazz Band, 
indf. 

Golden Nugget, 386-8100: Paul Rodriguez, 5/2-
6; Tanya Tucker, 5/9-14 

Gold Strike Hotel, Jean, 477-5000: Entertain­
mentTBA 

Gold Strike Inn, Boulder City, 293-5000: Enter­
tainment TBA 

Hacienda, 739- 911: "Fire and Ice," indf. (dark 
Mon.); Redd Foxx, indf. (dark Mon.) 

Holiday, 369-5222: Rocky Senne' " Keep Smilin' 
America," revue, indf. (dark Sun.), head lin­
ing Bob Ander on, thru5/11 ; lennSmith,5/ 
13-6/15 

Imperial Palace, 794-3261: "Leg nds in Concert," 
indf. (dark Sun.) 

Lady Luck, 477-3000: "Luck Is a Lady," revue, 
indf. (dark Thu r .) 

Las Vegas Hilton, 732-5755: Wayne ewton, thru 
5/26; The Tern pta tions/The Four Tops, 5/2 -
6/9; Yakov Smirnoff/Lucie Arnaz, 6/1 -30; 
Engelbert Humperdinck, 7/2-14 

Maxim, 731-4300: omedy Cabaret, indf. (dark 
Sun.) 

The Mirage, 792-7777: Siegfried and Roy, magic 
pectacular, performances three out of four 

weeks every month, call for date and times 
Nevada Landing, Jean, 387-5000: Entertainment 

TBA 
Paddlewheel, 734-0711 : Entertainment TBA 
O'Sheas, 733-3111 : Bob Kelly, thru 5/12; Joni 

Jame ,5/14-6/2; Dusty Barron, 6/4-30 
Palace Station, 367-2411: Entertainment TBA 
Peppermill Resort, Mesquite: 346-5 33: Enter­

tainment TBA 
Ramada Hotel San Remo, 739-9000: "Party Fe­

ver," thru 5/12; Carla Christy, 5/28-6/16 
Rio Suite Hotel, 252-7727: Sergio Alberti, thru 

5/19; Sneak Preview, 5/7-26; Earl Turner, 5/ 
21-6/9 , 

Riviera, 794-9301: Paul Anka, 5/16-19; Frank 
Sinatra,6/13-16; Paul Anka, 7 /11-14;"Spla h," 
production how, indf.; "CrazyGirl : Fantasie 
de Paris," revue, indf.; "An Evening at La 

age," revue, indf. (dark Tues.); " An Evening 
at the Improv," comedians, indf. 

Sahara, 737-2111 : Melinda, the Fir t Lady of 
Magicand Her Follies Revue, indf. (dark Wed .) 

Sam Boyd's Fremont, 385-3232: ightly enter-
tainment except Mon. 

Sam's Town, 456-7777: ightlyentertainment 
Sands, 733-5453: Entertainment TBA 
Tropicana, 739-2411: "Folies Bergere," indf. (dark 

Thurs.); "Comedy Stop," comedians, indf. 
Union Plaza, 386-2444: "Bedfull of Foreigner ," 

starring James MacArthur, comedy, indf. 
Vegas World, 383-5264: Reflection of Sinatra 

tarring Duke Hazlett, indf.; MemoriesofElvis 
tarring E.P King, indf.; Marty Allen and 

Steve Rossi, indf.; (dark Thur .) 
Westward Ho, 731-2900: Liz Damon/Paul 

Delicato, indf. 
Whiskey Pete's, on 1-15 at the California border, 

382-4388: Live entertainment 

Laughlin 
Colorado Belle, 298-4000: ightly entertain­

ment; Big Band Bash every Sun. 
Edgewater, 298-2453 
Flamingo Hilton Laughlin, 298-5111 : "Broad­

wayVarietie ,"revue,Sun.-Thur .,popmusic 
Fri.-Sat., Big Band mu ic Sun. afternoon 

Harrah's Laughlin Casino Hotel, 298-4600: En-
tertainment TBA 

Ramada Express, 29 -4200: Ent rtainment TBA 
Regency, 29 -2439: Piano bar 
Riverside Resort, 298-2535: Entertainment TBA 
Sam's Town Gold River, 29 -2242: Live enter-

tainment nightly 



TOURNAMENTS 
May 
World Series of Poker, 4/28-5/16, Binion's 

Horseshoe, 382-1600 
Slots, 5/5-8, Bally's Las Vegas, 739-4413 
Slots, 5/12-15 and 5/27-30, Flamingo Hilton Las 

Vegas, 733-3117 
Slots, 5/13-16, Caesars Palace, 731-7324 
Blackjack, 5/13-16, Ramada Express, Laughlin, 

298-4200 
Slots, 5/16-19 and 6/ 13-16, Westward Ho, 731-

2900 
Blackjack/Slots, 5/17-24, Ramada Express, 

Laughlin, 298-4200 
Keno,5/ 19-21,Sam'sTownGold River, Laughlin, 

298-2242, ext. 2141 
Blackjack, 5/20-23, Stardust, 732-6111 
Slots,S /24-25, Sam's Town Gold Ri ver, Laughlin, 

298-2242 

June 
Slots, 6/7-9, Ramada Express, Laughlin, 298-

4200 
Slots, 6/16-18, Imperial Palace, 794-3114 
Slots, 6/ 16-19, Caesars Palace, 731-7485 
Pai Gow Poker, 6/17-20, Stardust, 732-6111 
Slots,6/25-27 Ramada Express, Laughlin, 298-

4200 
Pull for the Gold Slot Tournament, 6/ 27-7/1, 

first place winner receives $1 million, Riviera, 
734-5110 

Slots, 6/28-30, Aladdin, 736-0230 
Slots, 6/28-7/ 1, Desert Inn, 733-4444 
Blackjack, 6/ 30-7/ 3, Aladdin, 736-0484 

July 
Slots, 7/ 8-11, Stardust, 732-6111 

Craps, 7/12-14, Imperial Palace, 794-3114 
Slots, 7/15-17 and 7/22-24, Binion's Horseshoe, 

382-1600, ext. 7668 
Slots, 7/ 21-23, Imperial Palace, 794-3114 

MUSEUMS 
Boulder City 

Boulder Ci ty/Hoover Dam Museum: 9-5 daily, 
444 Hotel Plaza, Boulder City, 294-1988 

Henderson 
Clark County Heritage Museum: 8-5 Mon.-Fri., 

9-5 Sat.-Sun., 1830 S. Boulder Hwy., 455-7955 

Las Vegas 
American Museum of Historical Documents: 

10-6Mon.-Wed., 10-9Thurs.-Fri., 10-6 Sat., 12-
5 Sun., 3200 Las Vegas Blvd. S., privately 
owned,731-0785 

Guinness World of Records Museum: open 
daily, 2780 Las Vegas Blvd. S. , 792-0640 or 
792-3766 (business office) 

Imperia l Pala ce Auto Collection: 9:30am-
11:30pm daily, 794-3174 

Las Vegas Art Museum: 10-3 Tues.-Sat., noon-3 
Sun., Lorenzi Park, 3333 W. Washington Ave., 
647-4300 

Las Vegas Museum of Natural History: includes 
the Wildlife World Art Museum, reopening 
in summer, 384-3466 

Liberace Museum: 10-5 Mon.-Sat., 1-5 Sun., 1775 
E. Tropicana, 798-5595 

Lied Discovery Children's Museum: 10-5 Tues.­
Wed. and Fri.-Sat., 10-9 Thurs., noon-5 Sun., 
833 Las Vegas Blvd. ., 382-KlDS 

Marjorie Barrick Museum of Natural History: 

9-5 Mon.-Fri ., 10-5 Sat., UNLV 739-3381 
Nevada State Museum and Historical Society: 

11:30-4:30 Mon.-Tues. , 8:30-4:30 Wed.-Sun., 
Lorenzi Park, 486-5205 

Old Las Vegas Mormon Fort: 8-2 Sat. and Mon., 
noon-3 Sun., Las Vegas Blvd. N. a t Washington 
(entrance from Cashman Field parking lot B 
only),382-7198 

Ripley's Believe It or Not!: 9am-midnight Sun.­
Thurs., 9am-1am Fri.-Sat., Four Queens Hotel, 
385-4011 

Mesquite 
Mesquite Museum: 9-5 Mon.-Fri., occasionally 

open onSat., call ahead,31 W. Mesquite Blvd., 
346-5705 

North Las Vegas 
The Planetarium: 2-8 Thurs.-Sat., Clark County 

Community College, 644-5059 

Overton 
Lost City Museum: 8:30-4:30 daily, ancient 

Pueblo culture, 397-2193 

Searchlight 
Searchlight Historic Museum: (Satellite of Clark 

County Heritage Museum) 9-5 Mon.-Fri., 9-
12 Sat., Searchlight Community Center, 200 
Michael Wendell Way, 455-7955 

A Reminder: To confirm dates and times, use 
the phone number listed with each event. For 
out-oj-state callers, the area code is 702 
throughout Nevada. For hotels' toll-free phone 
numbers, call BOO-555-1212. 

WELCOME TO OUR VALLEY! Ollly 60 lIliles west of Las Vegas 

Sponsored by: 
Pahrump Valley Chamber of Commerce 
Harvest Festival, Economic Development 

For Information Call 
(702) 727-5800 

Or Write 
P.O. Box 42 Pahrump, Nv. 89041 
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HOT LINES 
Festivals at Tahoe: information on North Shore 

festivals throughout the year, 916-583-7625 
Nevada State Parks: hikes, tours, stargazing, 

campfire programs at 21 parks around the 
state, District 11, Carson City, 687-4379 

Reno Silver Sox: class-A baseball, playing in the 
California League, 5/1-2 v. Palm Springs An­
gels; 5/3-5 v. High Desert Mavericks; 5/13-15 
v. Bakersfield Dodgers; 5/17-19 v. Visalia 
Oaks; 5/27-28 v. Salinas Spurs; 5/29-31 v. 
Stockton Ports; 6/7-9 v. San Bernardino Spirit; 
6/14-16v. ModestoA's;7 /1-3v. Palm Springs 
Angels; 7/4-5 v. Modesto A's; 7/6-8 v. Visalia 
Oaks; 7/15-17 v. Bakersfield Dodgers; 7/19-
21 v. San Jose Giants; 7/23-25 v. Stockton 
Ports, Moana Stadium, 825-0678 

UNR Baseball: 5/3-4 v. Loyola-Marymount; 5/ 
to-II v. Pepperdin~; Peccole Field, U R,348-
PACK 

UNR Music Department: concerts, recitals, 784-
6145 

Forchamberofcommerce and convention center 
phone numbers, see page E-4 

EVENTS 
May 
Art Exhibit, thru 5/3, XS Gallery, Western e­

vada Community College, Carson City, 887-
3108 

Recyclist Sculpture, thru 5/31, artist Roland 
March will exhibit 15 sculptures made entirely 
of recycled materials, Reno City Hall Galler­
ies, 329-1324 or 359-6881 

Art Exhibit, thru 6/16, "Water in the West," 
photography exhibit, Sheppard Gallery 
Church Fine Arts Complex, UNR, 784-6658 

Passing Through: Documents of the Road West, 
thru 6/30, exhibition interprets travel through 
Nevada from immigrant trails through trans­
continental highways, Nevada Historical So­
ciety, 789-0190 

Historic Bowers Mansion Tours, thru 9/2, 
Washoe Valley, 20 miles south of Reno, 849-
0201 

A Most Excellent Adventure: Hands On Exhibit 
for Kids of All Ages, thru 5/1/92, Nevada 
State Museum, Carson City, 687-4810 

Northern Nevada Student Art Exhibition, 5/1-
15, evada Museum of Art, 329-3333 

Art Show, 5/1-6/30, sculpture by Joan Miro, 
Nevada Museum of Art, 329-3333 

UNR Orchestra Concert, 5/2, 8pm, Nightingale 
Hall, UNR, 784-6145 

Nor-Cal Miniature Horse Show, 5/2-5, Reno 
Livestock Events Center, 323-3073 

Comstock Arabian Horse Show, 5/2-7 Reno 
Livestock Events Center, 331-3300 

Winetasting, 5/3, featuring Granite Springs 
Winery, 6-7pm, Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe, 
Incline Village, 831-1111 

UNR Clarinet Quartet, 5/3, 8pm, ightingale 
Hall, UNR, 784-6145 

"The Road to Mecca," 5/3-4, 8pm, Reno Little 
Theater, 329-0661 

"The Gin Game," 5/3-4, 5/10-11, and 5/17-18, 
two-person tragicomedy, Proscenium Play­
ers, 8pm, Proscenium Players, Brewery Arts 
Center, Carson City, 883-1976 

Silver State Square and Round Dance Festival, 
5/3-5, 44th annual, all levels of square danc­
ing, round dancing, and clogging, Reno-Sparks 
Convention Center, 322-0027 

"Carson Capers," 5/3-5, musical variety show 
performed by local talent, 8pm, community 
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Summer powwows like the Stewart Indian Mllsellm 's in Carson City (above) celebrate Native 
American culture. Please check Events listings for powwow dates throllghout the state. 

center, Carson City, 883-1976 
Nor-Cal Miniature Horse Show, 5/3-5, Reno 

Livestock Events Center, 323-3073 
Concerts in the Atrium, 5/3-31, every Fri., live 

musicbysomeof thea rea'sclas ical musicians, 
noon-1 pm, free, Airport Gardens Office Bldg., 
329-1324 

Cincode Mayo Chili Cook-Off ,5/ 4, sanctioned 
chili cook-off, music, parade on C St. in front 
of Wagon Wheel Restaurant and parking lot, 
Virginia City, 847-0500 or 847-0311 

UNR Spring Powwow, 5/4, fi rst annual, tradi­
tiona l dance, dress, and music will be high­
lighted, Indian taco booths, arts and crafts, 
11 am-l1pm, Lombardi Recreation Bldg., UNR, 
825-4164 or 476-0308 

Alpine Meadows Open Snow Golf Tourna­
ment, 5/4, nine-hole tournament played on 
the mountain with regular clubs and tennis 
balls, first tee at top of the mountain and ninth 
"green" close to the bottom, bring your own 
golf club or borrow one from Alpine Mead-

Photo: William Carr/Stock Ex 



PREVIEW 

Reno 
Rodeo 

Roundup 
This year's Reno Rodeo has some new 
attractions for rodeo fans. An additional 
Saturday evening rodeo performance will 
be added to the lO-day schedule, as will a 
new event, singer Michael Martin 
Murphey's WESTFEST. The concerts will 
be part of the Reno Cowboy Classic, June 
21-30, the rodeo's community celebration 
with events to entertain every member of 
the family. 

WESTFEST begins on Friday, June 21, 
with an Indian Village, Mountainman 
Rendezvous, daily live entertainment, 
Cowboy Camp, and Western and Indian 
artists. Murphey and other country stars 
such as Clint Black and Dwight Yoakum 
will be in concert Friday and Saturday 
nights along with hmous cowboy poets. 

Saturday will be a big day. The Cow­
boy Classic starts in the morning with the 
Buckaroo Breakfast and Reno Rodeo Pa­
rade in downtown Reno. At the rodeo 
grounds, the fun continues with 
WESTFEST, team penning, chili cook-off, 
Western Merchandising Mart, drill team 
competition, and carnival. 

The nation's top cowboys and cowgirls 
start competing at 6 p.m. on Saturday, 
June 22, which is the rodeo's earliest start 
ever. The day's events will end with a 
concert by a country singing star at 9:30 
p.m. 

Every rodeo performance presents the 
main riding events of the Professional 
Rodeo Cowboys Association, from bull 
riding to women's barrel racing. Rodeo 
times will be 7 p.m., June 24-29, with the 
finals at 1 p.m. on June 30. 

Special events during the week in­
clude the Bob Feist Roping Invitational, 
Nevada Open Barrel Race Competition, 
Exceptional Rodeo for handicapped chil­
dren, Nevada Reining Horse Competi­
tion, the Pacific Cutting Horse Associa­
tion Competition, and the carnival every 
night. 

The Reno Rodeo Ca ttle Dri ve welcomes 
riders on a weekend event, June 15-16, for 
those who have a hankerin' for the range. 
A Sa turday evening barbecue with camp­
fire entertainment will break the two days 
of work. 

For Reno Rodeo tickets, sched ules, and 
informa tion on accommoda tions, call toll-
free BOO-TIC-RODEO. There'll be thrills and spills for the nation's top cowboys at the Reno Rodeo. 
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rINDULGE YOURSELF WITH 1 
A ROMAN HOLIDAY. 

I 

In the indulgent tradition of ancient Rome, Caesars Tahoe brings you the 
midweek "Roman Holiday." At 8199 per couple for 3 days/2 nights,· 
this lavish package includes: 

& Deluxe accommodations 
for two. 

& S30 dinner credit good in any 
of four gourmet restaurants. 

& One-day membership for two 
in our spacious health spa. 

~ 1\vo tickets to a spectacular 
Cabaret show. 

Call Caesars Tahoe now at 
1-800-648-3353. Just say, "I'll 
take a Roman Holiday." 

(AiSARS 
T A HOE 

'Plus lax. Sunday Ihrough Wednesday arrival. Subject to availability. Advanced reservations required. Non-commissionable. Expires 6113191. 
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ows Ski Area, free entry, 916-583-4232 
Arts and Crafts Show and Social Powwow, 5/4-

5, dancers, vendors, Carson Indian Colony; 
Carson City, 885-9759 

Collector's Show, 5/4-5, Reno Livestock Events 
Center, 331-3300 

One-Man Art Show, 5/4-6/10, original water­
colors by Nevada artist Verne Horton, Court­
house Museum, Genoa, 782-4325 or 782-2518 

Cinco de Mayo,S / 5, downtown area of Sparks is 
decorated in a Mexican theme to celebrate the 
Cinco de Mayo festival with theme food and 
entertainment throughout the day, Victorian 
Square, Sparks, 353-2284 

Golden West Grand American Trapshooting 
Tournament, 5/6-12, Sage Hill Clay Sports, 
852-1123 

UNR Symphonic Choir and the Sierra Women's 
Ensemble, 5/7, 8pm, Nightingale Hall, UNR, 
784-6145 

UNR Faculty Recital, 5/8, David Ehrke on clari­
net,8pm, ightingale Hall, UNR, 784-6145 

Nevada Junior Livestock Show, 5/8-12, Reno 
Livestock Events Center, 784-7249 

NAA Spring Art Festival, 5/9-12, juried fine art 
show, Nevada Artists Assn., ShoppersSquare, 
358-1722 

Seventh Annual Student Art Show, 5/9-31, XS 
Gallery, Western Nevada Community Col­
lege, Carson City, 887-3108 

Truckee Soroptimist Wine Tasting,5/11, Squaw 
Valley, 916-587-6099 

Virginia City Grand Prix, 5/11, mountain bike 
race, 5-mile loop through the town, held in 
conjunction with the motorcycle grand prix 
on the same weekend, USA Promotions, Vir­
ginia City, 208-726-7454 

Virginia City Motorcycle Grand Prix, 5/11-12, 
off-road motorcycle racing in Virginia City 
and surrounding hills, races begin at 8:30am 
and last 4-5 hours, Western Sta tes Racing Assn., 
Virginia City, 677-2989, 972-2489 

Sunday Cafe, 5/12, acoustic jam session and 
open mike; players and listeners welcome, 
Ipm, Brewery Arts Center, Carson City, 883-
1976 

Mexican Dance, 5/13, Reno Livestock Events 
Center, 747-7249 

"A Century of Tarnish: Images of Nevada," 5/ 
14, Wilbur S. Shepperson, chairman of the 
UNR History Dept., presents the results of his 
research on the image of the Silver State, 7pm, 
Nevada Historical Society, 789-0190 

Arabian Horse Show, 5/14-19, Reno Livestock 
Events Center, 323-3073 

Photo Exhibit, 5/16-7/14, railroad photography 
by John Tylczak, Nevada Museum of Art, 329-
3333 

Comstock Preservation Weekend, S /17-19, his­
torical tours of Victo rian architecture and 
historic cemetery, plays, Victorian-period 
fashion show, Silver Tea, reception, grand 
seasonal opening of Fourth Ward School 
Museum, Virginia City, 847-0311, 847-0975, 
847-0767 

Reno Chamber Orchestra Concert, 5/18, fea­
turing pianist James Winn, 8pm, Nightingale 
Hall, UNR, 826-0880 

Annual Snowshoe Thompson Day Celebration, 
5/18, entertainment, refreshments, and dis­
play honoring Snowshoe Thompson, pioneer 
mail carrier, 11 am-4pm, Courthouse Museum, 
Genoa, 782-4325 

USO Party, 5/18, William F. Harrah Foundation 
National Automobile Museum, 333-9300 

National Antique Guns and Arms Show, 5/18-
19, Reno-Sparks Convention Center, 827-7662 

Appa-Han Horse Show, 5/19, Reno Livestock 
Events Center, 677-2077 

Suffolk Sheep Show, 5/21-25, Reno Livestock 
Events Center, 331-3300 



Muscle men wan ted: Organizers Jar Carson Valley Days are looking Jar a Jew good rope pullers Jar the event's annual tug-oj-war contest. 

Barbecue Run, 5/22, street motorcycle poker run, 
approx. 100 miles, raffle and barbecue at end, 
Reno-Sparks area, 329-3177 or 972-8483 

AKC Retriever Field Trials, 5/25-26, Li ttle 
Mondeaux Gun Club, Genoa, 782-5512 

Escarabajo Dunebuggy Race, 5/25-27 Vi rginia 
City, 847-0311 or 209-838-1744 

Steam-Up, 5/25-27 steam-up and operation of 
histo ric steam locomotive on one-mile loop of 
track, Nevada State Rai lroad Museum, Carson 
City, 687-6953 

Chocolate Lovers' Fantasy Faire, 5/26, fifth an­
nual, sampling of chocolates, benefit for the 
South Lake Tahoe Women's Center, Valhalla 
Estate, South Lake Tahoe, 916-544-2118 

Autocross, 5/26, Reno Livestock Events Center, 
626-3950 

Steve Crowell Trio, 5/30, jazz, pop, and classic 
tunes,8pm, Brewery ArtsCenter,Carson City, 
883-1976 

Duffer's Derby, 5/30, nin th annual golf tourna­
ment, Incline Village Championshi p Golf 
Course, 831-4440 

Sri Chinmoy Oneness Home Peace Run, 5/31, 
third annua l global relay carries a to rch 
through 70 countries, allowing runners of all 
ages and abilities to grab the torch and run, in 
Carson City on 5/31, 415-753-6243 

Sands Regency XIII Pro Am Pool Tournament, 
5/31-6/4, Sands, 348-2200 

Photo: Jay Aldrich 

Monster Trucks, 5/31-6/1, Reno Livestock 
Events Center, 331-3300 

Dog Show, 5/31-6/1, Reno Livestock Events 
Center, 355-1336 

Murder Mysteries and Melodramas, 5/31-9/2, 
weekends only, the Murder Mystery has six 
different endi ngs changing with d ifferent per­
formances, Brewery ArtsCenter, Carson City, 
883-1976 

June 
Carson Valley 10-K, 6/1, third annual, behind 

the Ca rson Valley Inn, 782-9711, ext. 625 
High Fall (Greatest Stunts), 6/1, world record 

high fa ll attemp t from Bally's Reno hotel south 
tower, 789-2000 

Second Annual Handshake Day, 6/1, street fai re 
a nd celebra t ion wi th mercha nt booths, 
ch ildren's activi ties, games, antique autos, 
music, food, chili cook-off, a t Legislative Plaza, 
Nugget va let parking lot, and E. Proctor St. 
between Carson and Curry s treets, Carson 
City, 885-0411 

Reno River Walk Scu lptu re: From Drawings to 
Form, 6/1-7 /31,sculptor John Battenberg d is­
p lays drawings as an educational exhibit of 
the development of his sculptures for Reno's 
River Wa lk, Reno City Hall Galleries, 329-
1324 or 359-6881 

Kiwanis Circus, 6/2, Lampe Park, Ga rd nerville, 

267-2402 
Washoe County Library Silver Anniversary, 6/ 

2, celebrates 25th anniversary of the opening 
of the d owntown Reno branch, build ing was 
designed by Reno architect Hewitt C. Wells, 
Washoe County Library Main Branch, 785-
4585 

Second Annual Kool Kruise, 6/2, hund reds of 
classic cars cruise in parad e forma tion from 
south Reno down U.5. 395 to Bowers Mansion 
in Washoe Valley; fo llowing the cruise is a 
fa mily picnic with free hot d ogs and refresh­
ments, Bowers Mansion, 333-0123 

Dog Show, 6/2, Reno Livestock Events Center, 
849-2176 

1991 Reno Membership ArtShow, 6/3-28,juried 
show of pastel paintings by the Pastel Socie ty 
of the West Coast's international membership; 
reception and awards presenta tion on 6/7 
from 6:30-8:30pm, open to the p ubl ic, Reno 
Gazette-Journal Building (955 Kuenzli ), 635-
5592 or 635-5551 

C.]. Hadley Photo Exhibit, 6/3-7/6, photos of 
cowboy crafts and gear from her forthcoming 
book, Trappings of the Great Basin Buckaroo, 
Washoe County Library Main Branch, 785-
4190 

Survival of the Fittest: Round One, 6/4, fi rst of 
four elimination boxing tournaments, Bally's 
Reno, 789-2000 
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NIGHTLIFE 

Medley 
of Hits 

By Guy Richardson 

Talking to Bill Medley is amazing. His 
voice really does sound like that. 

We're used to hearing that voice on 
record, either as part of the Righteous 
Brothers or singing "I Had the Time of 
My Life" in the movie Dirty Dancing. 

It's a singing voice that sounds Like a 
cannon firing into scrap metal. It rumbles 
and rasps, roars and pulverizes the ears. 

Off stage, it's the same deep raspy 
rumble. Feels like standing in a train 
station when a freight train pulls in. The 
ground moves a Little. 

The second thing that's amazing is 
that he almost turned down "Time of 
My Life," the duet with Jennifer Wames 
that won a Grammy, sold several milljon, 
and got Medley's career careening down 
the track again. 

The people at Vestron Pictures had 
called him, saying they needed a vocal 
duet for a picture called Dirty Dancing. 

"I said, 'I'm too old to do porno 
movies.' Seriously, I had just done a duet 
with Gladys Knight for a Sylvester 
Stallone movie [Cobra 1, and I'd figured it 
was going to put me back into the fast 
lane. I even bought a tuxedo. Then that 
movie flew into a mountain, and the 
music went with it. When they called me 
for 'Time of My Life, this had just 
bombed. I asked who was in Dirty 
Dancing. They said Patrick Swayze, and 
I asked, 'Who's that?'" 

Medley grinned. "Now everybody 
knows. Well, they sent me the song, and 
I still said no." He's consistent. "They 
sent me the part of the movie the song 
was going to be in." He said no again. 

"They kept on me. Every third day 
there was someone on the phone, saying, 
'Bill you gotta do it. You're the voice to 
do it.' Then they told me the duet would 
be with Jennifer Warnes, and that in­
trigued me because I'm a fan of hers. 
They always want to put me with Kim 
Carnes, but we sound alike. I liked the 
combination with Warnes. 1 said OK. 

"I really almost ended up doing them 
a favor just because Jennifer was doing 
it." 

Some favor : The record sold some­
thing over seven mjJJjon copies, but it 
didn' t make Medley rich. "We made 
something like four percent spread out 
over all the artists. For every million-I 
figured it up-I make forty-five or fifty 

E·22 NEVADA EVENTS MAY/JUNE 91 

Bill Medley: The time of his life. 

thousand dollars." 
Better than a poke in the eye, but not 

rich. And Medley doesn't mind. "What 
would I do with fifty million dollars? For 
25 years I've been makjng good money. 
The only thing I could do was put it in 
places for people who need it. I've bought 
all the toys that 1 want. To be out there 
prostituting yourself to make money 
when you don't need it is pretty stupid ." 

Amazing, but we're not done. Bill 
Medley, this big galoot with the bigger 
voice, is insecure. "We're all in this 
business because we're insecure. That's 
why we go up there on stage-to be 
loved," he said. "But you are rolling the 
dice on the biggest rejection you can 
imagine. If the audience doesn' t Like you, 
it's devastating. That's where drugs and 
stuff come in, to ease the pain." 

Another surprise. Bill Medley never 
did drugs, although he sang through an 
era when everyone did something. Well, 
he did smoke marijuana for three months. 
"It was the best sleep I ever got," he said. 
"I just sat around in a coma. I've never 
done cocaine or anything else. You can't 
reproduce that high you get from doing 
a good show." 

Mr. Straight, Bill Medley. There's 
more. When Medley got his Grammy, he 
sa t behind Little Richard and was all 
thrilled. Nearby were some guys who 
turned out to be Bon Jovi. They could 
have been Bon Ami for all he knew. 

"I knew the name, but they were just 
these long-haired guys," Medley said. "I 
went up, and Jennifer and 1 sang, and it 
turned out they were Like big fans of 
mine. My wife sajd, 'You should have 
seen those guys when you were on­
every time you'd do some real soulful 
lick they'd be punching each other.'" 

Not bad for a guy who's now 50. Mr. 
Straight wins one. 

Bill Medley appears at Ha rrah's Reno 
May 28-June 3 and at Harrah 's Tahoe Sep­
tember 6-18 and November 22-December 4. 

Around the World With ButtonsShow,6/5,open 
to public from 2-4pm, free, Comstock Hotel, 
323-4675 

Gamblers Choice Jumping Classic,6/5-9, Reno 
Livestock Events Center, 849-1849 

Sands Regency XIII Open Pool Tournament, 6/ 
5-9, Sands, 348-2200 

Kit Carson Rendezvous Wagon Train Ride, 6/ 
6-7, from Reno to Carson City, ride one day or 
two for a minimal free, 883-7442 or 687-4507 

"Charley's Aunt," 6/6-7, 6/14-16, and 6/21-22, 
Reno Little Thea ter, 329-0661 

Art Show, 6/6-7/12, "What [ Did for My Sum­
mer Vacation: A Celebration of Snapshot Pho­
tography," XS Gallery, Western Nevada 
Community College, Carson City, 887-3014 

Kit Carson Rendezvous, 6/7-9, mountain men, 
Indians, cowboys, live music, arts and crafts 
booths, evening performances of the "Moun­
tain Man Ballet," orthern Nevada Amateur 
Boxing Championships, Nevada Civil War 
Volunteers living history activities and reen­
actments, Gun SlingersChampionships, Mills 
Park, Carson City, 883-7442 or 885-7491 

Carson Valley Days, 6/7-9, parade on Sat., soft­
ball tournament, Gardnerville/Minden, 782-
3104 or 782-2729 

Psychic/New Age Fair, 6/7-9, features a world­
renowned psychic, tarot card readings, hand­
writing interpretations, palm readers, crys­
ta ls, books, on Virginia St. at the base of the 
Reno arch, 785-3300 

Riverboat Arts and Crafts Festival, 6/7-9, 6/14-
16, and 6/28-30, Riverboat Hotel, 323-8877 

Plumb Faire Deal, 6/8,craftand merchant booths, 
games, dunk tank, food, stage and strolling 
entertainment, parking lotsale, drawing, ben­
efi ts Salvation Army Family Emergency 
Shelter, 9a m-4pm, free, Nevada Bell parking 
lot, 645 E. Plumb Lane, 333-4302 

Equipment Rodeo, 6/8, third annual, Greg St. 
and Larkin Circle, Sparks, 358-7888 

Ethnic Food and Crafts Festival, 6/8-9, William 
F. Harrah Foundation ational Automobile 
Museum, 333-9300 

Steam-Up, 6/8-9,steam-up and operation of his­
toric steam locomotive on one-mile loop of 
track, Nevada State Railroad Museum,Carson 
City, 687-6953 

MicroBrewery Beerfest,6/9, Northstar, 916-562-
10lD 

Mexican Dance, 6/10, Reno Livestock Events 
Center, 331-3300 

15th World Championship of Race Horse 
Handicapping, 6/12-15, top horse race handi­
cappers from all over the world vie fo r $50,000 
in prize money, Club Cal-Neva, 323-1046 

Carson Valley Historical Society Art Show, 6/ 
13-7/15, Courthouse Museum, Genoa, 782-
4325 

Great Basin Days, 6/15, gem and mineral dem­
onstrations, Circus Circus clowns, face paint­
ing, model helicopter demonstrations, black 
light mine tour, University of Nevada Press 
Great Basin writers' autograph party, Great 
Basin Adventure, Discovery Room,and Wilbur 
D. May Arboretu m and Botanical Ga rden, 
10am-5pm, adults and youths 13 and over $2, 
senior citizens and child ren ages 3-12 $1, chil­
dren 2 and under free, Rancho San Rafael 
Park,785-4319 

Fiona's/China Spring Sandbaggers Golf T9ur­
nament, 6/15, Minden, 782-4347 

Ferrari Owners Club 20th Annual Hill Climb, 
6/15-16, Virginia City, 847-0311 or 408-756-
4119 

Stewart Indian Museum Powwow and Arts and 
Crafts Fair, 6/15-16, 10th annual, includes 
traditional dances, annual fundraiser, second 
largest powwow in the state, Stewart Indian 
Museum, Carson City, 882-1808 



Carson City Railroad Assn. Show and Swap 
Meet, 6/15-16, four operating model ra ilroad 
exhibits, vendors, Silver City Mall, Carson 
City, 883-6145 

Senior Olympics, 6/15-25, events throughout 
the Reno area, contact the Washoe County 
Senior Citizens Service Center, 328-2604 

Historic Pony Express Ride, 6/16, recreation of 
the Pony Express Ride, comes through Carson 
City 6/16, 882-1283 

Autocross, 6/16, Reno Livestock Events Center, 
626-3950 

Horse Sale, 6/16, Reno Livestock Events Center, 
849-2683 

42nd Annual Wagon Train, 6/17-23, partici­
pants celebrate the crossing of the Emigrant 
Trail, now Highway 50, with au thentic cos­
tumes, wagons, and buggies in a wagon train, 
route follows Highway 50 from Zephyr Cove, 
NY to Placerville, CA, Zephyr Cove Resort, 
916-644-6426 

Mini-Botany Lesson in the Woods, 6/ 20, led by 
Ann Pinzl, botanist with the evada State 
Museum, 9am, Spooner Lake, Lake Tahoe 
Nevada State Park, 831-0494 

Centu ry 21/Clark Properties Easter Seals Golf 
Tournament, 6/21-22, Carson Valley Inn and 
Carson Valley Golf Course, Minden, 782-7111 

Truckee Parents Assn. Arts and Crafts Fair, 6/ 
21-23, 916-546-2768 

Reno Rodeo, 6/21-30, parade, PRCA rodeo, car­
nival, exhibit halls, team penning, cutting 
horses, Reno Livestock Events Center, 329-
3877 

Reno Rodeo Chili Cook-Off, 6/22, 50 chili en­
thusiasts from throughout the West compete 
for prizes in the kick-off to Reno Rodeo week; 
lots of free entertainment, craft and food 
booths, Victorian Square, Spark, 353-2284 

Smith Valley Day, 6/22, 7-11am pancake break-

Fourth Ward School Museum 
\l CJitJT 

presents 

Photo: Ken Miretl 

"Godspeed" takes on new meaning during the Virginia City Motorcycle Grand Prix. 

fast at Smith Valley School; 8:30am Coyote 
Chase (5-K and 10-K runs, 2-mile walk); 11am 
horse-drawn buggies leave school for Heyday 
Inn; 1-4pm cowboy poets, country music, and 
barbecue at Heyday Inn; 8pm-midnightdance 
at Community Hall, Smith Valley (Smith and 
Wellington),465-2422 

Hoot Owl Run, 6/22, evening street motorcycle 
poker run, 75 miles, Reno-Sparks area, 972-
8483 

VORRA O ff-Road Virgin ia City 200, 6/22-23, 
11th annual, 20-mile course, Virginia City, 
847-0311 or 916-925-1702 

T ruckee Tahoe Air Show, 6/22-23, 22nd annual, 

PEPPERMlll-RENO'S SPECTACULAR 
GETAWAY 

••••••••••••••••••••• 
~e Peppermill Hotel Casino is a fabulous 
gaming/resort destination. Enjoy luxurious 

hotel accommodations (non-smoking rooms 
available), six theme bars and lounges and 
sensational food in any of our three world­

class restaurants. Listen to free cabaret 
entertainment in the casino which 

features all the popular table games 
plus Reno 's Most Liberal Slots! And, 
try your luck at Million Dollar Keno. 

Rates starting at 839 PER " ROOM 

'39 ptus tax8er room ' Single or double 
occupancy ' Ifer expires 7/31 /91 • Some 

restrictions may apply ' Certain dates not available 
• '39 rate does not apply to tower rooms 

" • Sunday through Thursday ~ 

Call toll-free 800-282-2444 
or locally 702-826-2121 

"e/"e,·".i'l lI"tel ';;,si"" 
2707 S. Virginia Street, Reno, NV 89502 

Acres of Free Parking · Free 24-hour Valet Parking 
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One of the Nevada Museum of Art's 
recent exhibits inclllded "Untitled" 
(above) by Margaret Moulton. 

PREVIEW 

MuseUlll 
Affair 

On May 10 the evada Mu eum of 
Art holds its sixth annual Museum 
Affair at the Eldorado Hotel in Reno. 
The gala features silent and oral 
auction and provides a howca e of 
local and nationally known arti ts. 

The evada Mu eum of Art, 
evada's olde t cultural institution 

and only independent fine art mu­
seum, is the focal point for many art 
and educational activities in the Reno 
area. The auction will rai e a quarter 
of its budget for the year. 

The Museum Affair and auction is 
$125 per eat. For reservations call 
the mu eum at 702-329-3333. 

In addition to a fine art auction, 
tickets will be sold for three fantasy 
trip , including a grand prize trip for 
two on the Orient Express with a tour 
of Venice provided by Howard 
Rosenberg of the University of e­
vada, Reno' art department. The 
others are art-oriented trips to the 
Sea ttle-Victoria area and the South­
we t. 

The interior of the Eldorado Hotel 
will be redesigned for the Affair to 
recreate the Paris train station, and 
gue t will be given a pa port to 
have stamped at various sta tions. 
After a gourmet dinner (the menus 
will be in Italian and French) gue t 
will review contemporary art work. 
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Photos of cowboy craft and gear from c.j. Hadley's forthcomillg book, Trappings of the Great 
Basin Buckaroo, will be on display at the Washoe County Library Main Branch Jllne 3-Jllly 6. 

air acts from noon-3pm, static displays, food 
booths, rides, gates open for hot-air balloon 
rally at 7am, adult $7 children 6-16 and se­
niors 65 and over $5, children 5 and under 
free, Truckee Tahoe Airport on California 
Highway 267 916-587-4119 

Valhalla Festival of Arts and Music, 6/23-9/14, 
a series of concerts and art exhibits set in and 
around everal historic mansions; perfor­
mances will include jazz, bluegrass, and 
chamber mu ic, Arti t in Action program, 
man ion tour and children' work hop, 
Tallac Historic Site, South Lake Tahoe, 916-
542-4166 

Bob Feist Invitational Team Roping Classic, 6/ 
24, 14th annual, recognized as team roping's 
most prestigiou event, total awards payout 
will be more than $220,000, am, ticket $8, 
Reno Livestock Event Center, 329-2771 or 
209-333-2924 

World Soaring Championships, 6/24-7/14, 
Minden, 786-8505 

VCMM Tonopah to Virginia City Ride, 6/28, 
local motorbike rider ridecro -country from 
Tonopah to Virginia City, dinner, raffle, auc­
tion, proceeds go to help local cau e , Virginia 
City, 847-0756 or 847-0311 

Slide Show on Donner Party, 6/2 , 8pm, meet at 
group area, Sand Harbor, Lake Tahoe evada 
State Park, south of Incline Village on High­
way 28, 831-0494 

Run What U Brung Car Event, 6/28-30, '50 and 
'60 hot rod car , mu ic, food, Fuji Park, Car on 
City, 882-8006 

Wildflower Walks, 6/29 and 7/2, informative 
1.6-mile walk led by park ranger , 10am, 

Spooner Lake, Lake Tahoe evada State Park, 
831-0494 

South Tahoe Mountain Bike Classic, 6/29-30, 
profes ional and amateur bicyclist compete 
in a mountain bike race involving four lap of 
a rugged ix mile circuit, Sierra Ski Ranch, 916-
659-7519 

orth Tahoe Business Assn. Arts and Crafts 
Fair, 6/29-7/1,916-546-2768 

Arts on the Green, 6/30, Caughlin Ranch, 746-
1010 

July 
Nugget Jazz Festival, 7/1-4, ninth annual, 10 

band from acro the nation perform every 
form of jazz in three different venues around 
the ca ino; highlight include headliner Pete 
Fountain, a jazz parade through th ca ino, 
jam se sion, dinner-dance, and jazz brunch, 
John A cuaga' ugget, Sparks, 356-3367 

Independence Day Celebration, 7/4, parade, 
event in Mills Park, Carson City, 882-1565 

Virginia City July 4th Celebration, 7/4, lOam 
parade down CSt., picnic, fireworks, Virginia 
City, 847-0311 . 

Star Spangled Fourth, 7/4, fireworks display 
ponsored by Harrah's Tahoe, South Shore, 

Lake Tahoe, 5 8-6611 
Pops in the Park, 7/4, Reno Philharmonic Or­

che tra concert, 5pm, Mormon Station State 
Hi to ric Monument, Genoa, 782-2590 

Fourth of July, 7/4, celebration at Royal Gorge 
Ski Resort, 916-426-3 71 

Fourth of July, 7/4, firework and parades in 
Truckee and Tahoe City, 916-562-1010 

Sands Regency West Coast Scrabble Champi-

PhOlos: Margarel Moullon (Iell). C.J. Hadley (nghl) 



onships, 7/4-7 Sands,348-2200 
July 4th Powwow, 7/4-6, Friends of American 

Indian Dance Theatre present a benefit pow­
wow featuring traditional and fancy dancers, 
special appearance by the Aztec Dancers, drum 
contest, career fair, arts and crafts fair, camp­
ing, Fuji Park, Carson City, 265-6364 

Steam-Up, 7 /4-7,steam-upand operation of his­
toric steam locomotive on one-mile loop of 
track, Nevada State Railroad Museum,Carson 
City, 687-6953 

Fireworks, 7/5, Kings Beach, 916-583-3494 
Celebrity Golf Association Championship, 7/ 

5-7 54-hole tournament features some of the 
best golfers from the worlds of sports, movies, 
television, music, and entertainment playing 
for $400,000 in total p rize money, BC pesents 
live coverage of the final two rounds on Sat. 
and Sun., Edgewood Golf Course, Stateline, 
Lake Tahoe, 916-544-5050 

North Tahoe Business Assn. Arts and Crafts 
Fair, 7/5-7 916-546-2768 

Stargaze with the Fleischmann Planetarium, 7/ 
6, 8pm, Dayton State Park, 687-5678 

All-American Craft, Food, and Music Festival 
Salutes Garlic, 7 /6-7,celebrationof American 
arts, crafts, food , and music with a specia l 
emphasis on foods made with garlic, free, 
Victorian Square, Sparks, 353-2284 

Goat Show, 7/6-7 Reno Livestock Events Cen­
ter, 673-2363 

Pancake Breakfast, 7/7 fundraiser for orth 
Tahoe Lions Club, Centerpoint Bldg., Incline 
Village, 831-4440 

International Arabian Horse Assn. Horse Show 
and Regional Championship, 7/7-13, Reno 
Livestock Event Center, 331-3300 or 916-663-
3151 

Summer Series of Monday Evening Lectures, 
7/8 and 7/22, North Lake Tahoe Historical 
Society'S series of guest lectures including life 
at Vikingsholm, wildflowers in the Tahoe Ba­
si n, wildlife care, tales of evada, 7pm, 
Gatekeeper'S Mu eum, Tahoe City, 916-583-
1762 

Festival of the Arts Series, 7/10, annual music 
event, B St. Amphi theater, Sparks, 353-2291 

Music at Sand Harbor Festival, 7/10-14, five 
nights of contemporary music under the stars 
on the shore of North Lake Tahoe, Sand Har­
bor, Lake Tahoe evada State Park, south of 
Incline Village on Highway 28, 916-583-9048 

Snow Valley Peak Hike, 7/11, 10-mile hike to 
the top of Snow Valley Peak with Nevada 
State Park and U.S. Forest Service representa­
tives, meet at Tahoe Rim Trail Trailhead at 
Highway 50nearSpoonerSummit, Lake Tahoe 

evada State Park, 831-0494 
Carson Valley Heritage Day, 7/13, Minden, 782-

8144 
GhostTownsof Nevada Slide Show, 7/13,8pm, 

Group Use Area, Washoe Lake State Park, 
687-4319 

Northstar Bike Festival, 7/13, orthstar, 916-
562-1010 

Tour of the California Alps ("The Deathride"l, 
7 /13, one of the most difficult bicycle endur­
ance rides in the region, the course crosses five 
high Sierra passes with more than 15,000 feet 
of elevation gain and a distance of more than 
100 miles, Alpine County, 916-694-2475 

Festival of the Arts International Dance Festi­
val, 7/19, various dance groups present eth­
nic / cultural dances from around the world, B 
St. Amphitheater, Sparks, 353-2291 

Sierra Nevada Dressage Horse Show, 7/19-21, 
Reno Livestock Events Center, 882-0194 

Photo Exhibit, 7/19-9/8, photographs by Doug 
Burg, evada Museum of Art, 329-3333 

Eleventh Annual Carson Valley Photo Show, 
7/19-8/19,Courthou e Museum, Genoa,782-

the food 
Appealing to the senses. 

Delightful to the taste. 
Experience the flavors of our 

eight award-winning restaurants. 

the flair 

HOTE~ASINO 
DOWNTOWN RENO 

Call today for reservations: 
800-648-5966 
In Nevada: 
(702) 786-5700 

the style 
Panoramic views of the city lights 
and Sierras. Modem, contemporary 
decor. From our standard rooms to 
the spectacular players' spa suites, 
each of our 800 rooms features 
plush surroundings and 
extra amenities. 

the action 
Dazzling sights and sounds. 
Exciting gaming and live 
entertainment. The thrills are 
non-stop in our casino and 
cabaret lounge. 

You haven't lived excitement 
until you've been to 
downtown Reno's 
Eldorado Hotel 
and Casino. 
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CASINO 
NOTES 

- Reno's historic Riverside Hotel­
Casino, built in 1927 will undergo a 
$10 million renovation. Plans include 
a retail galleria, steak house, roof-top 
terrace, and a river-front courtyard 
to take guests back to the Roaring 
'20s. 

- The Summit at Harrah's Lake 
Tahoe is reopening after nine months 
of redesigning and remodeling in a 
new location. The restaurant was 
moved from the 18th floor to the split­
level Star Suite on the 16th and 17th 
floors, where stars like Sammy Davis, 
Jr.,FrankSinatra,and Wayne Newton 
stayed while appearing at Harrah's. 
Designer Eric Engstrom of San Fran­
cisco gave the Summit its new look. 
"The idea is to give [the Summit] 
more of a residential feeling, very 
sophisticated, but also very comfort­
able and relaxing," Engstrom said. 
" It will be more like a townhouse 
than a stuffy dining establishment." 

- Reno's newest hotel-casino, the 
Clarion Hotel-Casino, opened this 
spring. Formerly the Quality Inn, the 
Clarion has added 160 deluxe rooms 
to the existing 143 rooms at its South 
Virginia Street location. The expan­
sion includes a 17,000-square-foot 
casino, new res taurant, lounges, 
cabaret, children's arcade, health club 
with swimming pool and spa, and 
more parking. 

- Caesars Tahoe has expanded the 
non-smoking section of its casino to 
include two entire pits. Caesars also 
has added more single-deck and 
double-deck 21 tables and plans more 
pai gow poker games. 

- Harrah's Reno opened its show­
room dedicated to Sammy Davis, Jr. 
this spring. Called Sammy's, the 500-
sea t theater was originally known as 
the Headliner Room. It opened in 
June 1966, and Davis first appeared 
there on October 26, 1967 His last 
performance on that stage was on 
February 15, 1989, with 440 perfor­
mances in between. Sammy a good 
friend of the hotel's founder, Bill 
Harrah, appeared more times and 
entertained more audiences than any 
other entertainer at Harrah 's. 
Sammy's will feature top-name 
headliners 365 nights a year, with 
two to four shows a night. 

- Harvey's Resort Hotel has re­
cently expanded. Projects included a 
new player's bar with linked pro­
gressive slots, additional parking for 
2,689 more cars, and several restau­
rants. Harvey's has also opened the 
17th and 18th floors to expand the 
total number of rooms to 717 
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Paintings such as "Lady X" (above) by BaM 
will be on display nt the Pastel Society of the 
West Coast's nrt show, Ju ne 3-28, in Reno. 

4325 
Jack Fulton's Photography, 17 /19-9/21,Fulton's 

work was done as an artist-in-residence with 
evada State Arts Council. He has photo­

graphed the cultural, social, urban, and ru ra l 
faces of the state, Nevada Historical Society, 
688-1190 

Snake Awareness Program, 7/20, by Dave Doty, 
herpetologist, lOam, Equestrian Area, Washoe 
La ke State Park, 687-4319 

Jackpot of Gems '91, 7/20-21, minerals, gems, 
and jewelry show and sa le from 10am-6pm on 
Sa t. and from lOa m-5pm Sun. , lectures in­
clude: on Sat. a t Ipm "How Important Miner­
als Are To Us" by Chris Galas, a t 3pm "Reptile 
Safety in the Field" by Dave Doty, on Sun. at 
1 pm "Modem Theses and Old Fallacies" by Si 
Frazier, and at 2pm "Early Times" by Norm 
Nielsen, Reno Sparks Convention Center, 853-
5055 

Steam-Up, 7/20-21, steam-up and operation of 
histo ric s team locomotive on one-mile loop of 
track, Nevada State Rail road Museum,Ca rson 
City,687-6953 

Squaw Valley Arts and Crafts Fair, 7/20-21, 
Olympia Plaza in Squaw Va lley, 916-583-9048 

Autocross Races, 7/20-21, Reno Livestock Events 
Center, 626-3950 

Reno Towne Faire, 7/20-21, McKinley Park,334-
2262 

Collectors Show, 7/20-21, Reno Livestock Events 
Center, 331-3300 

Appa-Han Horse Show, 7/21, Reno Livestock 
Events Center, 331-3300 

Mexican Dance, 7/22, Reno Livestock Events 
Center, 322-8333 

Festival of the Arts Series, 7/24, annual music 
event, B St. Amphitheater, Sparks, 353-2291 

Capital City Fair, 7/25-28, arts and crafts, rides, 
d isplays, Fuji Park, Carson Ci ty, 882-4460 

Peruvian Paso Horse Show, 7/26-28, Reno 
Livestock Events Center, 331-3300 

Sons of the Utah Pioneers, 7/27, firs t time event, 
ded ication ceremonies, people wi ll be dressed 
in cloth ing of the era, Mormon Station State 
Historic Monument, Genoa, 782-2590 

Storytelling and Songs by the Fire, 7/27 8pm, 
Washoe Lake State Park, 687-4319 

Truckee Regional Park Arts and Crafts Fair, 7/ 
27-28, fi ne arts and crafts, food booths, enter­
tainment, Truckee Regional Park, Highway 
267 916-583-9048 or 916-583-3494 

NSHA Horse Show, 7/27-28, Reno Livestock 
Events Center, 852-3011 

Sundae in the Park, 7/27-28, old-fashioned ice 
cream social with more than 40 food and game 
booths, live entertainment on two stages, all 
proceeds benefit the Salvation Army Family 
Emrgency Shelter, Pickett Park, 688-4599 

COMING EVENTS 
Hot August Nights, 8/1-4, Reno, 829-1955 
Carson Valley Fair and Junior Rodeo, 8/2-4, 

Gardnerville, 782-8144 
Nevada State Fair, 8/7-11, Reno, 322-4424 
Carson Valley Fine Arts and Crafts Street Cel-

ebration, 8/17-18, Minden, 782-8144 
Reno Basque Festival,8/24, 331-20100r 322-5517 
Virginia City Camel Races, 9/6-8, 847-03'11 
Great Reno Balloon Race, 9/6-8, 826-1181 
Ferrari Club of America Hill Climb, 9 / 21-22, 

Virginia City, 847-0311 
Genoa Candy Dance Fair, 9/28-29, 782-8144 
Nevada State Handcar Championships, 10/31, 

Carson City, 687-6953 
Nevada Day Parade, 10/31, Carson City, 882-

2600 or 882-1565 

SHOWGUIDE 
Bally's Reno, 789-2285: "Oba Oba '91," ind f. 
Bill's Lake Tahoe, 588-2455: Entertainment TBA 
Caesars Tahoe, 588-3515: Circus Maximus: Dan 

Fogelberg,S / 24-26; Tom Jones, 6/14-15; Ricky 
Va n She lton, 5/21-22; Caesa rs Cabare t: 
Playboy's Girls of Rock 'n Roll, indf. (dark 
Tues.); La ff Trax, indf. 

Carson City Nugget, 883-3854: Entertainment 
TBA 

Carson Valley Inn, Minden, 782-9711: Tommy 
Bell, thru 5/5; The Motifs, 5/6-11; Network, 
5/13-18; Perfect Circle, 5/20-6/1; The Act, 6/ 
3-15; Squeeze Play,6/17-29;Foreign Affair, 7/ 
1-6; Cabaret Lounge: Live entertainment Mon.­
Sa!., oldies records by request Sun. 

Circus Circus, Reno, 329-0711: Free circus acts, 
l 1am-midnight 

Crystal BayClub,North Tahoe, 831-0512: E.M.C., 
thru 5/12; Alusion,5/14-26; Debbie McIntyre, 
5/28-6/9; Bobby Dee & Co., 6/11-23; Blind 
Date, 6/25-7/7 

Eldorado, Reno, 786-5700: Gary and Sandy, thru 
5/5; Sons of the Pioneers, thru 5/5; The Dia­
monds, 5/13-6/2; Doug Kershaw, 5/14-19; 
Tony Tillman, 5/20-6/2, Danny Marona, 6/4-
23; Dae Han Sisters, 6/24-7/1 4; Dukes of 
Dixieland, 7/2-7; Sonny Turner, 7/9-28; Rob 
Hanna's Salute to Rod Stewart, 7/15-28 

Fitzgeralds, 785-3300: Perfect Circle/Foreign 
Affair, thru 5/5. 

Flamingo Hilton Reno, 322-1111: Showspot 
Lounge: High Voltage, thru 6/2; Zella Lehr, 
6/4-30; Top of the Hilton: jeff Wayne, Wed.­
Sun., ind f. 

Harolds Club, Reno, 329-0881: Entertainment 
TBA 

Harrah's Reno, 329-4422: Sam my's Showroom: Roy 
Clark, 5/17-19; jack jones, 5/20-27; Bill Med­
ley, 5/28-6/3; Fifth Dimension, 6/4-9; Lacy j . 
Dalton, 6/11-20; Smothers Brothers, 6/21-23; 
Ya kov Smirnoff, 7/12-14; Casino Cabaret: 
Frederic Apcar's "Zing!" revue, ind f. 

Harrah's Tahoe, 588-6606: Soutil Shore Room: 
Barba ra Mandrell,5/3-5; The Oak Ridge Boys, 
5/17-19; jay Leno, 5/22-26; Harry Belafonte, 
7/19-21; StntelineCnbnret: Zasu Pitts Memorial 
Orchestra, 4/26-5/1; Tim Weisberg 5/3-8; 
Williams & Ree, 5/17-22; Firefall , 5/24-29; 
Rare Earth, 5/31-6/5; Rob Hanna's Salute to 



Rod Stewart, 6/14-19; "Bare Essence," revue, 
4/11-8/28 

Harvey's, Stateline, 588-2411: Emerald Theater: 
Danny Marona, 5/17-28, 7/2-14; "Risque 
Business," indf.; Top of the Wheel: Liaizon, thru 
5/5; Emerald Bar: Mid Life Crysis/Then and 
Now, thru 5/12; Get Ready/Briefcase Blues 
Band, 5/13-19; Zella Lehr, 5/20-6/2; Reta & 
the Wizz Kidz, 6/3-16; Checkmates, 6/13-30; 
Inside Out, 6/17-30; Gina Eckstine, 7/4-14 

Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe, Incline, 831-1111: 
Entertainment TBA 

John Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks, 356-3304: 
Celebrity Showroom: T.G. Sheppard/Dan 
Menendez, thru 5/1; T. Graham Brown, 5/2-
8; Frank Stallone/Brad Cummings, 5/9-22; 
ForesterSisters/Carl Wolfson,5/23-6/5; Juice 
Newton/Royce Elliott, 6/6-19; Legends in 
Concert, 6/20-7/31; Casino Cabaret: Motifs/ 
Sterling/Ricky & Bobby & Milton, thru 5/12; 
Mid Life Crysis, 5/13-26; Flamingos, 5/14-26; 
Ricky & Bobby & Milton, 5/13-26; Garfin 
Gathering/Ricky & Bobby & Milton, 5/27-6/ 
9; California Cowboys, 5/28-6/9 

Lake Tahoe Horizon, Stateline, 588-6211: Grande 
lAke Theatre: Vince Gill, 5/11, Legends Live in 
Concert, 7/19-8/25; Golden Cabaret: "Passion," 
revue, indf. 

Lakeside Inn, Stateline, 588-7777: JJ Bryant, 5/ 
21-25 and 5/28-31; The Exchange, 5/2-6, 5/9-
12,5/27, and 5/30-31; E Z Money, 5/13, 5/16-
20, and 5/23-26; Gentlemen of Jazz, 5/7-11, 
and 5/14-18; Flashback, 4/30-5/4 

Ormsby House, Carson City, 882-1890: Enter­
tainment TBA 

Peppermill, Reno, 826-2121: Max Danger/The 
Lelands /Snea k Preview, thru 5/5; E Z Money, 
5/6-12; The Wrays, 5/6-19, 6/24-30; E.M.C./ 
Wildcard,S /13-26; Brian and the Dominos,S / 
6-12; Band on the Run, 5/20-6/2; Cameron/ 

Photo: Gordon Cave 

PREVIEW 

Great Basin 
Days 

By Katina Schafer 

Summer comes to Reno a few days early, 
on June 15, when Rancho San Rafael 
Park plays host to Great Basin Days. 

During the celebration, which runs 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., visitors can travel 
back in time at the park's Great Basin 
Adventure. There the curious can pan 
for gold or ride a log flume. There's a 
recrea ted underground mine tha t shows 
what mining was like in the old days. 
Kids can climb dinosaurs, inspect ranch 
animals, and ride ponies. 

Children can literally getin touch with 
the Great Basin in the Discovery Room, 
which has exhibits on Nevada history, 
plants, and animals that kids can handle. 
Other attractions will be the Circus Cir­
cus clowns, face painting, and model 
helicopter demonstrations. 

The Wilbur D. May Museum displays 
artifacts and trophies from May's 40 trips 
around the world, and the park's botani-

It 's great fo r kids on Great Basin Days. 

cal garden will have flowers in bloom. 
Entertainment will be provided by 

country-western singers, folk singers, 
dancers, and the Virginia City Marching 
Band. 

A number of University of Nevada 
Press writers will .be on hand with their 
books for an autograph party. The topics 
include Basque fiction, cookbooks, ghost 
towns, and mining camps. 

The Great Basin Days event is handi­
capped-accessible. Admission is $1 for 
senior citizens and children ages three to 
12, $2 for ad ults and you ths over 12, and 
free for children under three years. For 
more information call 702-785-4319. 

Katina Schafer is a freelance writer who lives 
in Reno. 

Introducing the 
~ 111111110, ~xrirnrn1no, 
OL.a..l...u. ........ ~ -8,.,. .u. ... .u. ........... ~ -

dng-hiking-golfing­
fishing-tennising­
honeymooning­
gaming-dining or 

doing nothing 
(at all) vacation. 

For information call BOO-CO-TAHOE 
ext. 53 or write: Incline Village! 

Crystal Bay VCB. 969 Tahoe Blvd. 
Dept. 53. Incline Village, NV B9451. 
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John L. Ritter and the Castle Rock Band,5/27-
6/9; Max Danger, 6/3-9; Tommy Bell, 6/10-
16,7/15-28; Silk, 6/10-23; Tanzania, 6/10-23; 
Johnny Baron and the Bel Aires, 6/17-23; David 
Proud, 6/24-30, 7/15-21; Double Edge, 6/24-
7/6; The Lelands, 7/1-14; E.M.C., 7/22-28 

Ponderosa, 786-6820: Nightly entertainment 
Reno Ramada, 788-2000: Entertainment TBA 
Sharkey's Nugget, Gardnerville, 782-3133 
Tahoe Biltmore, North Tahoe, 831-0660: Splash, 

thru 5/4; Band on the Run, 5/6-18; Blonde 
Beyond, 5/20-25; Beat Club, 6/10-15; Tammy 
Allen & R.S. V. P., 6/17-22; Young America, 7/ 
8-13; Rock 'n' roll bands 

Topaz Lodge, Topaz Lake, 266-3339 
Western Village, Sparks, 331-1069: Martha's 

Children/David Proud, thru 5/5; Network, 
5/6-12,6/10-16; Freeway Band, 5/6-19; Sur­
prise Package, 5/13-19; Tommy Bell, 5/20-6/ 
2; The Lelands, 5/27-6/9; Whiskey Ridge, 6/ 
3-9; Martha's Children, 6/10-16; The Wrays, 
6/17-30 

TOURNAMENTS 
May 
Slots,5/3-5,5/12,6/16,and 7/14-15,Peppermill, 

689-7282 
Slots, 5/3-5, 5/12, 5/24-27 and 7/19-21, 

Riverboat, 323-8877 
Keno, 5/4, Boomtown, 345-6000 
Slots, 5/5-7 5/27-30,6/16-18,7/7-9, and 7/28-

30, John Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks, 356-3300, 
ext. 3610 

Slots, 5/10-12, 6/7-9, and 7/5-7,Comstock,329-
1880 

Blackjack, 5/11, Peppermill, 689-7100 
Slots, 5/12-14 and 6/14-16, Flamingo Hilton 

Reno, 322-1111 
Video Poker, 5/13, 5/20-21, 6/10, and 7/15, 

Harrah's Reno, 786-3232 
Slots, 5/14-16, 6/9-10, 6/11-13, 6/30, 7/1, and 

7/28-29, Eldorado, 786-5700 
Keno, 5/17 Carson Valley Inn, Minden, 782-

9711, ext. 623 
Blackjack, 5/17-19, Comstock, 329-1880 
Blackjack, 5/17-19, Fitzgeralds, 785-3381 
Bingo, 5/26 and 6/8, John Ascuaga's Nugget, 

Sparks, 356-3300, ext. 3315 . 
Blackjack, 5/30, Carson Valley Inn, Minden, 

782-9711, ex t. 608 
Slots, 5/31-6/2, 6/7-8, and 7/3-5, Silver Club, 

Sparks, 358-4771 
Slots, 5/31, 6/1, and 6/28-29, Club Cal-Neva, 

323-1046 

June 
Slots, 6/7-9, Fitzgeralds, 785-3381 
Keno, 6/8, Harrah's Reno, 786-3232 
15th World Championship of Race Horse 

Handicapping, 6/12-15, Club Cal-Neva, 323-
1046 

Keno, 6/14-16, Comstock, 329-1880 
Blackjack, 6/14-17 Riverboat, 323-8877 
Dice, 6/15, Peppermill, 689-7100 
Keno, 6/21-23, John Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks, 

356-3300, ext. 3610 
Keno, 6/21-23, Peppermill, 689-7290 
Slots/Blackjack, 6/21-23, Riverboat, 323-8877 
Slots/Keno, 6/21-23, Sands Regency, 348-2200 
Slots, 6/23-25, Boomtown, 345-6000 
Keno, 6/23-25, Pioneer Inn, 324-7777 ext. 4511 
Keno, 6/24-26, Fitzgeralds, 785-3381 
Slots, 6/30-7/1, Harrah's Reno, 786-3232 
Video Poker, 6/30-7/1, Peppermill, 689-7282 

July 
SlotslBlackjack, 7/2-5, Si lver Club, 358-4771 
Video Poker, 7/13-15 and 7/21, Bally's Reno, 

789-2046 
Boxing, 7/21, Bally's Reno, 789-2046 
Blackjack, 7/19-22, John Ascuaga 's Nugget, 

Sparks 

MUSEUMS 
Carson City 

Nevada State Archives: 8-5 Mon.-Fri., 3579 Hwy. 
50 E., 687-5210 

Nevada State Museum: 8:30-4:30 daily, 600 N. 
Carson St., 687-4810 

Nevada State Railroad Museum: 8:30-4:30Wed.­
Sun., S. Carson St. at Fairview Dr., 687-6953 

Stewart Indian Museum: 9-4 every day, 5366 
Snyder Ave., 882-1808 . 

Warren Engine Co. No.1 Museum: 1-5 Mon.-Fn., 
111 N. Curry St., 887-2200 

Genoa 
Genoa Courthouse Museum: 10-4:30 daily May 

IS-October 15, closed during winter, 782-4325 

Reno 
E.L. Wiegand Museum of Art: 10-6 Tues.-Sat., 

noon-4 Sun., 160 W. Liberty, 329-3333 
Fleischmann Planetarium: 8-5 and 7-10 Mon.­

Fri., 10:30-5 and 7-10 Sat.-Sun., UNR, call 784-
4811 for schedule of shows 

Harolds Club Gun Collection and Museum: 
open 24 hours daily, 329-0881 

Hawkins House: art museum, 10-4 Tues. and 
Thurs.-Fri ., 10-8 Wed., 12-4Sat.-Sun.,549Court 
St., 329-3333 

Liberty Belle Slot Collection: 11-11 daily,4250S. 
Virginia St., in Liberty Belle Saloon and Res­
taurant, 825-1776 

Mackay School of Mines Minerals Museum: 8-
5 Mon.-Fri., UNR, 784-6988 

Nevada Historical Society: 10-5 Tues.-Sat., and 
noon-5 Sun., 1650 N. Virginia St., 688-1190 

UNR Anthropology Dept. Research Museum: 
9-1 Mon.-Fri. Sept.-May, open all year by ap­
pointment, UNR, 784-4686 

Wilbur D. May Museum: 10-5 Wed.-Sun., 1502 
Washington (Rancho San Rafael Park), 785-
5961 

William F. Harrah Foundation National Auto­
mobile Museum: 9:30-5:30 daily, 10 Lake St. 
So., 333-9300 

Sparks 
Sparks Heritage Foundation and Museum: 1-4 

Wed.-Sun., 820 B St., 355-1144 

Virginia City 
Comstock Firemen's Museum: 10-4 daily May­

Oct., closed during winter, 847-0717 
Fourth Ward School Museum: 10-5 daily May­

early Nov., closed during winter, 847-0975 
Julia C. Bulette Red Light Museum: 7:30-9 daily, 

847-9991 
Mackay Mansion: 10-6 daily June-Oct., 11-5 daily 

Nov.-May, 847-0173 
Mark Twain Museum: 10-6 daily, 847-0525 
Museum of Memories: 9:30-5 daily, 847-0454 
Nevada Gambling Museum: 10-6daily, 847-0789 
The Castle: 11-5 daily Memorial Day-Oct., closed 

during winter, 847-0275 
The Way It Was Museum: 9:30-5 daily, 847-0766 
Wild West Museum: 9-5 daily, 847-0400 

A Reminder: To confirm dates and times, lise 
the phone number listed with each event. For 
out-oj-state callers, tile area code is 702 
throughout Nevada. For hotels' toll-Jree phone 
numbers, call BOO-555-1212. 
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Residents of Tonopah celebrate their mining heritage with a parade and other events set against 
the town's historic landmarks during Jim Butler Days, May 24-27 
Photo: William Carr/Stock Ex 

HOT LINES 
Nevada Division of State Parks: District III of­

fice in Fallon: 867-3001; District IV office in 
Elko County: Northfork 6493; District V office 
in Panaca: 728-4467 

For chamber of commerce and convention center 
phone numbers, see page E-4 

May 

COWBOY 
COUNTRY 

Jackpot Cinco de Mayo Days, 5/3-5, first an­
nual celebration, piflatas, golf scramble, flea 
market, Mexican buffets, and music, 
throughout Jackpot, 755-2321 ext. 6709 

1991 Home, Garden, and Recreation Show, 5/ 4-
5, local merchants display spring home, gar­
den, and recreation items and ideas, conven­
tion center, Elko, 738-7135 

Wells Pony Express Championship, 5/11, 14th 
annual, horse racing in Pony Express relay 
fashion, also junior races for youth 12 and 
under and 13-16 years, calcutta on Fri.; Wells 
Rodeo Arena, 752-3540 

Barrel Futurity and Derby, 5/11-12, annual 
barrel racing, fairgrounds, Winnemucca, 623-
5071 

Winnemucca Home and Garden Show,5/11-12, 
displays by local merchants, fairgrounds, 
Winnemucca, 623-2225 

Northern Nevada Concert Ensemble, 5/13, 
Owyhee Combined School, Duck Valley In­
dian Reservation, Owyhee, 883-4501 

State Line Seniors Classic Golf Tournament,S / 
20-21, Toana Vista Golf Course, Wendover, 
664-2221 ext. 698 

Old Timer's Team Roping, 5/24-26, fair­
grounds, Winnemucca, 623-5071 

I.D.E.S. Portuguese Festa, 5/25-26, parade, 
Lovelock, 273-2566 

Trout Fishing Derby, 5/26-27, fund raiser for 
American Red Cross, Wildhorse Resort/ 
Reservoir, 758-6471 

Team Roping, 5/29-31 and 6/1-2, Wendover, 
664-3414 

June 
Winnemucca Mule Show and Races, 6/1-2, fifth 

annual, mule show in the morning and pari­
mutuel racing at noon, fairgrounds, 
Winnemucca, 623-5071 

Pigeon Race, 6/7, Jackpot to Bay Area, 755-2321 
Alumni Ball, 6/8, for all Pershing County High 

School alumni, includes introductions, din­
ner, and dancing, convention center, Lovelock, 
273-7144 

Great Western Flea Market,6/8, swap meet,State 
Line Casino, Wendover, 664-2221 ext. 698 

Winnemucca Basque Festival, 6/8-9, parade on 
Sat., Basque games and competitions, dinner, 
dancing, picnic in the park on Sun., 623-5071 

State Line Two Lady Best Ball, 6/10-11, golf 
tournament, Toana Vista Golf Course, 
Wendover, 664-2221 ext. 698 

Fourth Annual Expo Open Golf Tournament, 
6/11-12, kick-off to the Elko Mining Expo (6/ 
13-15), Ruby View Golf Course, Elko, 738-
4091 

Sixth Annual Elko Mining Expo '91, 6/13-15, 
displays, technical sessions, short course, fifth 
annual Miner's Tug of War and Heavy 
Equipment Operators Contest, booths, con­
vention center, Elko, 738-4091 

Rock'n Rev'n Reunion, 6/15, classic car parade, 
show and shine, rock 'n' roll band, games, 
food, booths, lip sync contest, evening dance 
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at the Civic Center with rock 'n' roll band, 
Elquist Park, Battle Mountain, 635-9228 

State Line Keno Tournament, 6/15, State Line 
Casino, Wendover, 664-2221 ext. 698 

Second Annual Quinn River Rodeo, 6/15-16, 
saddle bronc, bareback, junior and senior barrel 
racing, team roping, calf roping, horse roping, 
and wild horse roping, Fort McDermitt Indian 
Reservation, 532-8259 

Father's Day Powwow, 6/15-16, fancy dancing, 
round dance, queen and princess contests, 
Fort McDermitt Indian Reservation, 532-8259 

Nevada High School State Finals Rodeo, 6/21-
23, rodeo grounds, Wells, 752-3896 or 423-
4674 

Four Man Scramble, 6/28-29, golf tournament, 
Toana Vista Golf Course, Wendover,664-2221 
ext. 698 

Lamoille Country Fair, 6/30, handcrafted items, 
oil paintings, watercolors, woodwork, home­
baked food, drinks, entertainment, starts at 
lOam, Lamoille Grove, 738-7135 

July 
Wendover July Fourth Celebration, 7/4, pa­

rade, barbecue, fireworks, City Park, 
Wendover, 664-3414 

Lovelock July Fourth Celebration, 7/4, kiddie 
parade downtown, fireworks at Dave 

McDougall Memorial Baseball Field, Lovelock, Cecil the Serpent is one oifthe stars oif the Armed Forces Day Celebration in Hawthorne. 
273-2687 

Twin States Stampede, 7/4-5, rodeo, rodeo 
grounds, McDermitt, 623-5071 

Fourth of July Fishing Derby, 7/4-6, trout and 
bass derby, barbecue, fundraiser for American 
Red Cross, Wildhorse Resort, Wildhorse Res­
ervoir, 758-6471 

Carl Hayden Daze Celebration, 7/4-6, high­
lights include a hollerin' contest, writer's con­
test, experimental airplane rendezvous, art 
show, and square dance exhibition, Jackpot, 
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755-2321 ext. 6709 
National Basque Festival, 7/5-7 28th festival, 

11am parade on Sat., Basque dance groups, 
music, food, weight lifting and wood chopping 
contests, dance, Mass, sheepherder's bread, 
Elko, 738-7547 

Junior Rodeo, 7/6-7 rodeo contestants from 2-
15 years compete for prizes of buckles and 
saddles, fairgrounds, Winnemucca, 623-5071 

Fifth Annual Elko Safety Olympiad '91, 7/18-
20, open to all surface mine rescue teams from 
mines across the nation and Canada, conven­
tion center, Elko, 738-4091 

Art in the Park, 7/20-21, Elko, 738-7135 
Silver Smith Classic Slot Tournament, 7/26-28, 

Silver Smith, Wendover, 664-2231 ext. 709 
Silver State Stampede, 7/27-28, rodeo, fair­

grounds, Elko, 738-1499 



PONY EXPRESS 
TERRITORY 

May 
Special Occasions Faire, 5/3-4, handcrafted gift 

items made by local talent, demonstrations, 
free, 4-9pm Fri., 9am-6pm Sat., community 
center, Fallon, 867-3576 or 423-4556 

Silver State Classic Challenge I, 5/10-12, world's 
fastest open road race, Highway318, Ely, Lund, 
and Hiko, 289-8877 

Richie Cole and Alto Madness, 5/11, jazz, 
Churchill Arts Council presentation, commu­
nity center, Fallon, 423-1440 

Hidden Cave Tour, 5/11, meet at 9:30am, 
Churchill County Museum, Fallon, 423-3677 

Clock Clinic, 5/ 18, Sierra evada Chapter of the 
National Association of Watch and Clock 
Collectors evaluate old timepieces, (no ap­
praisals given), 11am-2pm, Churchill County 
Museum, Fallon, 423-3677 

Ely Amateur Golf Tournament, 5/18-19, White 
Pine Golf Course, Ely, 289-4095 

Nevada Northern Railway Museum Opening 
Weekend Celebration, 5/25-26, the Ghost 
Train of Old Ely steam engine will run on the 
Keystone route into the historic mining dis­
trict of Ely at 2:30 and 4:30pm on Sat. and 
10:30am and 1pm on Sun.; the Highlinerdiesel 
takes the Hiline route toward McGill at 6:30pm 
on Sat., East Ely; the Twilight Special diesel will 
take both routes when the Highliner and Ghost 
Train are not running, 289-2085 

Eureka High School Rodeo, 5 / 25-26, fair­
grounds, Eureka, 237-5645 or 237-5417 

Best in the West Motorcycle Race, 5/31-6/2, 
registration on Fri., race on Sat., awards and 
breakfast on Sun., Ely, 289-8877 or 289-4095 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
PLEASE 
CONTACT THE 
BRISTLECONE 
CONVENTION 
CENTER: 

P.O. BOX 958 
ELY, NV. 89301 
(702) 289·3720 

The High Desert Llamas strut their stuff in the 1990 Silver Springs Founders Day parade. 

June 
Miniature Tapestries Exhibit, 6/ 1-30, by artist 

D.R. Wagner,Churchill Public Library, Fallon, 
423-1440 

Culpepper & Merriweather Circus, 6/ 3, two 
performances, 6pm and 8pm, Farm District 
Road and Main Street, Fernley, 575-4459 

Fernley Fun Days, 6/ 8-9, kiddie carnival, chili 
cook-off, arts and crafts, entertainment, High-

way 95A and Main Street, Fernley, 575-4459 
Hidden Cave Tour, 6/ 8, meetat9:30am, Churchill 

County Museum, Fallon, 423-3677 
Curly Horse Show, 6/13-16, White Pine County 

Fairgrounds, Ely, 289-8877 
Founders Day Celebration, 6/14-15, parade,arts 

and crafts, exhibits fair, parade theme will 
honor the military, historical, past, and present; 
grand marshals for the parade will be Warren 

GREAT BASIN NATIONAL PARK, NEVADA 
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Happy times 
are yours 

with a 
Carson Hugget 

FunPach! 

Only $33 per couple 
with this ad 
Here's what you get: 
2 Buffet D,nner5 
4 SOC Keno Credlt5 
4 Cocktal15 
4 Lucky Buck5 
4 $ 1 00 GamIng Token5 
Deluxe Motel Room 
1 noght per couple 

Tota l Retail Vil lue 
Your Price Only 

value 
$1100 
$ 200 
$ 800 
$ 400 
$ 400 

$4100 

$ 70.00 
$33.00 

Second night 100m only S 19.50 pu tax. 

Here's all you do: 
l . Call the CIty Center Motel for your 

room re5ervatlon. 1· 800 · 338 -7760 
Z. Upon arroval. check Into the CIty 

Center Motel. pre5ent thl5 ad. pay the 
de5k clerk $33. and receIve your 
Car50n CIty Nugget Fun Pack coupon 
book' 

3 . Go to the Car50n CIty Nugget to 
redeem th05e coupon5 and enJoy 

Gilming 21. Crap5. Roulette. SIot5 and 
Progre551ve Poker Machlne5 
I'ine l'oodBuffet5. Oy5ter Bar. Snack Bar. 
Coffee Shop. and Steak Mou5e 
fntert.J inment Love MU51C every nIght 
(except Monday) In our Theater Lounge 
Coclltails At the Bonanza Bar or the 
IntImate Cork and Bottle Lounge 

t,,",t one ,,,,, 1'.0"., couple pel w •• 1c 80 th must b. 
2 J ., •• " of .9 • . ThIS 0". " In.'' 01 ".tt. IS ,ub~ct to 

c. ncell. r,on or ,."",on.t ."Y r,me 
Itooms 'ub~ct to .".".bll,ty 

The Happiest Casino in the World 
FREE YALET AND SELF·PARKING 

~7 N Car50n Sf . Carson C,tV. NV 8970J 

r! ci.yQ;~ter 
MOTEL 

800 N c.""", 51 • C'''''n C,ry. NV 89703 
702·882·:;535 
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Some of the country's fastest road machines will be let loose on State Route 318. 

PREVIEW 

Flat Out 
to Ely 

By Phil Henry 

Picture this. You're going well over the 
speed limit, your radar detector goes 
off-and the highway patrolman along­
side the road waves you by. No, you are 
not dreaming. You are in America's only 
open road race held on a public highway 
the Silver State Classic Challenge. 

Twice each year, in May and Septem­
ber, some of the fastest road machines in 
the country-Corvettes, Porsches, 
Camaros, Ferraris, Mustangs, and many 
others--converge on the small town of 
Ely for the flat-out run on State Route 
318, a well-maintained 92-mile stretch of 
two-lane state highway. Most entrants 
will average more than 150 mph and 
complete the course in just over 30 
minutes. The record speed for the event 
is an average of 197.98 mph set by R.J. 
Gottlieb in his 1969 Camaro powered by 
a Donavan big block aluminum engine 
putting out nearly 800 horsepower. 
Gottleib actually hit speeds in excess of 
220 mph during his record breaking run 
in 1989. 

One hundred specially trained volun­
teers man every possible access to the 
roadway to prevent anyone from inad­
vertently entering the highway during 
the event. By the way there are no pro­
visions for spectators during this event 
so if you want to see it firsthand, you 
must volunteer to work on the course. 

The exciting race has potential dan-

gers. There are no special guard rails, no 
predictable turns, just blind corners, 
blind hills, and straightaways that run 
for more than 15 miles. AU of the partici­
pants know they are putting iton the line 
every time they run. 

The race is open to any manufactured 
car, and there are virtually no limits on 
modifications. All types of vehicles are 
entered, including foreign and domes­
tic, very old and very new. However, 
each car must pass a strict technical in­
spection before the race. Safety equip­
mentequal to or surpassing professional 
racing standards is required, and there 
are no exceptions. 

The people who enter this speed event 
are diversified as well, coming from all 
walks of life. Both men and women com­
pete with the minimum age being 18 
years. In 1989 actress Marsha Mason 
wa the navigator in a late model highly 
modified Mustang. Some just come out 
for fun and en ter the Touring Class where 
speeds are limited to 100 mph, and only 
minimum safety equipment and a state 
issued driver's license are required . 

Safety is the primary concern of all 
involved in this unique event. The Ne­
vada Highway Patrol ensures that the 
road is closed to normal traffic and has 
units posted at the start and finish as 
well as every 10 miles along the course. 
The NHP also has two observa tion planes 
that monitor the course from the air. 
Ambulances are strategically placed 
along the course and manned by trained 
medical technicians. Flight for Life out 
of Las Vegas is on alert during the event. 

For more information contact the 
White Pine Chamber of Commerce, Box 
239, Ely NY 89301; 702-289-8877 

Phil Henry, a marketingand pllblic relations 
consultant, last year built a project car for 
Car and Driver. He has competed in two of 
the Silver State Ciassic Challenge events and 
actsas pllblicity coordinator for the chamber's 
Race Prol1lotion Committee. 

Photo: George Carnes 



and Rosemary Barlow, who were among the 
founders of Silver Springs, Silver Springs, 
577-2000 

Gridley Days,6 / 14-16,seventhannual, Old Time 
Fiddlers Contest and Nevada Sta te Fiddlers 
Championship, flour sack race, motorcycle 
poker run, turkey shoot, mining contest, 
Austin, 964-2200 

Snake Awareness Program, 6/15, Dayton State 
Park,687-5678 

Spring Reenactment, 6/15-16, Civil War-period 
events including military talks, battles, living 
history activities including women and chi l­
dren in Victorian-period clothing performing 
crafts and pastime chores, FortChurchill State 
Historic Park, 8 miles south of Silver Springs, 
358-2284 

July 
Eureka July Fourth Celebration, 7/4, parade, 

traditional events such as egg toss, sack races, 
nickel scramble, kid 'cracker eating contest, 
beer drinking contest, barbecue, roping, Eu­
reka, 237-5484 

Fernley July Fourth Festivities, 7/4, paradedown 
Main Street, food, barbecue, live music, arts 
and crafts, games, Farm Di trict Road and 
Main Street, Fernley, 575-4459 

Silver State International Rodeo, 7/4-7 inter­
national rodeo for highschool champions from 
37 states and Canada, performance at9:30am 
and 7pm on Thurs.-Sa t., Ipm top 15 fina ls 
showdown and queen crowning on Sun., 
nightly teen dances, carnival, adult dance, 
trade show, auction, and conce sion , rodeo 
arena, Fallon, 423-4674 

318 Roping Club Fourth of July Roping Festivi­
ties, 7/4-6, 318 Roping Arena, Preston, V 
Tillie or Carl Brothorton, 238-5238 or 238-5230 

Stargaze with the Fleischmann Planetarium, 7/ 
6, 8pm, Dayton State Park, 687-5678 

Hidden Cave Tour, 7/13, meet at 9:30am, 
Churchill County Museum, Fallon, 423-3677 

Lund Pioneer Days, 7/19-20, rodeo, parade, 
barbecue, and dance, rodeo arena and Main 
Street, Lund, 238-5241 

All-Indian Rodeo and Stampede, 7/19-21, pa­
rade, rodeo, powwow, dancing, Indian craft 
vendors, food, fairgrounds, Fallon, 423-6821 

Casi no Amateur Golf Tournament, 7/20-21, 
White Pine County GolfCour e, Ely, 289-4095 

Eureka Youth Rodeo, 7/27-28, rodeo for youth 
up to 18yearsold;adultjackpot roping on Sat., 
fairground, Eureka, 237-5645 

May 

PIONEER 
TERRITORY 

Fossil Shelter Tours, ranger leads tours and 
discussions of 225 million-year-old ichthyo­
aur fossils, call for times and days, Berlin­

Ichthyosaur State Park, 867-3001 
"A Common Thread," 5/1-6/7, second biennial 

traveling juried exhibition of fiber art by e­
vada arti t ,Central evada Museum, 
Tonopah,482-9676 

Life Cycle of a Rock, 5/4, slide show explaining 
the geologic processe that created Cathedral 
Gorge, 7:30pm, free, Cathed ral Gorge State 
Park Amphitheater, 2 miles northwest of 
Panaca via U.s. 93, 728-4467 

Mud Bog, 5/5 and 7/28, two-wheel drive, four­
wheel drive, and buggies; gates and pit open 
at llam, $5 general admis ion, Hawthorne 
Centennial Speedway, Hawthorne, 945-3849 

Wildflower Slide Program, 5/11, 8pm, free, 
Cathedral Gorge State Park Amphitheater, 

728-4467 
WildfiowerWalk, 5/12, join park ranger on short 

hike, wearcomfortable hiking shoes and bring 
canteen of water, 9am, free, Cathedral Gorge 
State Park Amphitheater, 728-4467 

Armed Forces Day Celebration, 5/11-18, 41st, 
noon parade on 5/18, military flyover, live 
music, Indian dancers, Lions Club old-fash­
ioned barbecue, games, quilt display and raffle, 
military ball, fireworks, Hawthorne, 945-5896 
or 945-3011 

Discover Nature With Your Preschooler, 5/16, 
dress warmly and bring picnic lunch, 9:30am, 
free, Cathedral Gorge State Park Group Area, 
728-4467 

Walker Lake Art Club Annual Show, 5/16-19, 
evada artist in judged show of paintings 

and photographs, Mineral County Museum, 
Hawthorne, 945-2395 

:Discover 

'30s and '40s Reunion of Mineral County High 
School, 5/17-18, all members of graduating 
classes between 1930 and 1949 are invited to a 
full-fledged reunion with dinner, picnic, and 
other festivities, Hawthorne, 945-5896 

Western Nevada DirtTrack Racing Association 
Opening Races, 5/18, 6/1, 6/8, 6/22, 7/6, 
and 7/20, Hawthorne Centennial Speedway, 
Hawthorne, 945-2942 

Edible and Useful Plants of Eastern Nevada, 5/ 
18, slide program, 8pm, free, Cathedral Gorge 
State Park Amphitheater, 728-4467 

Lincoln County Homecoming, 5/24-27, 41st 
annual, parade, softball tournament, horse­
shoe tou rna men t, bea u ty pageants, demoli tion 
derby, barbecue, swap meet, Dixon Park, 
Caliente, 726-3129 

Jim Butler Days,5/24-27,annualcelebration with 
parade, s tate championship mining contests, 

Nevada's 

~J]®JF;] ~ &ti 
TRAILS 

Pioneer Territory in Nevada is a timeless land where nature 
has sculpted magnificent mountain ranges, canyons and 

gorges, a place filled with the living history of the old West. 

The pioneer towns here are interesting stops for food, 
lodging, friendly gambling and a look into history. 

There is fishing, water-Skiing and golf too. 
There is a lot to discover in Pioneer Territory. 

For information about our roaring past, 
natural wonders and traveler services, write to: 

NEVADA'S 
PIOrlEER TERRITORY 

P.o. Box 1958 
Hawthorne, NV 89415 
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ethnic foods, arts and crafts contest, dances, 
barbecues; at Central Nevada Museum Jim 
Butlerdisplay, slide shows, and display of Jim 
Butler Days' garters and pins for every year 
from 1970 to the present, Tonopah, 482-3859 
or 482-9676 

Moonlight Hike, 5/25, join ranger on short hike 
from the campground to the "caves" area, 
bring flashlight, 8pm, free, Cathed ral Gorge 
State Park Amphitheater, 728-4467 

June 
Saturday Night Park Programs, 6/ 1-7/27 wide 

variety of topics will be presented each week, 
all programs are free, Cathedral Gorge State 
Park, 728-4467 

Pizen Switch Roundup '91, 6/30, 10th annual, 
old-fashioned country picnic open to all old­
timers, newcomers, or folks jus t passi ng 
through, bring your own food and drinks or 
join in the potluck at 2pm, Mountain View 
Pa rk, Yerington, 588-5372 or 463-4232 

July 
Gabbs Annual Third and Fourth of Jul y 

Rodeo and Celebration, 7/3-4, SSRA and 
IPRA sa nctioned rodeo, chi ldren 's rodeo 
events, street dance, barbecue, arts and crafts, 
food and beverage concessions, fireworks on 
Thurs., rodeo grounds, Gabbs, 285-2622 

Pahrump's Fourth of July Un-Horse Derby, 7/ 
4, men and women race on stick horses by the 
roll of the dice, 6pm, Community Park, 
Pahrump, 727-5800 

Caliente's Volunteer Firemen's Fourth of July, 
7/4, parade, breakfast, children's games, soft­
ball tournament, Dixon and Rose Memorial 
parks, Caliente, 726-3129 

Wiley Days, 7/4-7 Independence Day celebra­
tion, country music and fireworks every night, 

horseshoe, cow chip, and egg toss contests, 
shootouts by High Desert Drifters, ghost town 
and mine tours, Gold Point, 485-9957 

25th Annual Walker Lake 100, 7/13-14, 100-mile 
boat races, parade of boats on Sat., banquet 
following parade, Walker Lake, Hawthorne, 
945-5900 or 945-5570 

Region II East Soaring Contest, 7/15-19, Stan­
dard 15 Meter Open Soaring Contest, Soa ring 
Society of America, sponsored by the Tonopah 
Rotary Club, meteorological services pro­
vided by Tonopah Weather Station, Tonopah 
Ai rport, Tonopah, 482-3859 

Pioneer Days, 7/20, Panaca, 726-3333 
International Waterski Races, 7/20-21 , 2nd an­

nual, speeds exceed 100 mph, Walker Lake, 
Hawthorne, 945-5570 or 945-5900 

Pioche Heritage Days, 7/25-27 962-5544 or 962-
5215 

COMING EVEN TS 
Ely's Art in the Park, 8/3-4, 289-4038 or 289-2671 
Lovelock Frontier Days, 8/3-4, 273-2687 
Lincoln County Fair, 8/10-17 Panaca, 726-3333 
Eureka County Fair, 8/16-18, 237-5484 
Santa Maria Day, 8/17 Dayton, 246-3372 
Pony Express Days Horse Racing, 8/17-18 and 

24-25, Ely, 289-8877 
White Pine County Fair, 8/24-25, Ely, 289-8877 
Western Art Roundup, 8/30-9/1, Winnemucca, 

623-5071 or 529-0452 
Tri-County Fair and Rodeo, 8/30-9/1, 

Winnemucca, 623-5071 
Hearts of Gold Cantaloupe Festival, 8/30-9/2, 

Fallon, 423-2544 
Labor Day Celebration, 8/30-9/2, Pioche, 962-

5205 or 962-5544 
Railfare, 8/ 31-9/1, Ely, 289-2085 

Come and Join the Fun! 

GRIDLEY DAYS 
A celebration worth 

remembering in 
AUSTIN, NEVADA 

JUNE 14, 15 & 16, 1991 
Pancake Breakfast 

OLD TIME FIDDLERS 
and 

NEVADA STATE 
FIDDLERS CONTEST 

SACK OF FLOUR RACE 
BareBegue/Trap Shoot 
Hwy 50 "I Survived" 

Poker Run 
Reno to Austin 

Miners Contests 
Free RV parking 

Sponsored by the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce. 
Austin Gun Club. Austin Lions Club. 

Austin Roping Club and local merchants. 
P.O. Box 212. AUSTIN. NEVADA (702) 964-2200 
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Lions Club Junior Rodeo and Parade, 8/31-9/2, 
Fallon, 423-2544 

SHOWGUIDE 
Covered Wagon Territory 

Battle Mountain: Owl Club, 635-5155 
Elko: Commercial Hotel, 738-3181. Red Lion, 

738-2111. Stockmen's Hotel, 738-5141 
Jackpot: Cactus Pete's, 755-2321: Gala Showroolll : 

The Drifters, thru5/5and 5/7-12;William Lee 
Golden and the Goldens, 5/14-19 and 5/ 21 -
26; Dottie West, 5/28-6/9; Gary and Sandy, 6/ 
1-16 and 6/18-23; Debbie Reynolds, 6/28-29. 
Horseshu Casino, 755-2331 

Wendove r: Nevada Crossi ng, 664-4000. 
Peppermill, 664-2255: California Cowboys, 
thru 5/5; Lnside Out, 5/6-19; Coasters, 5/13-
26; Edy and Dezire, 5/20-6/2; Sneak Preview, 
5/27-6/9; The Wrays, 6/3-16; Band on the 
Run, 6/17-23; Tammy Allen and RSVP 6/24-
30. Red Garter, 664-2111. Silver Smith, 664-
2231 ext. 709: Nightly enterta inment. State 
Line, 664-2221 ext. 698: ightlyentertainment 

Winnemucca: Winners Hotel. 623-2511 

Pony Express Territory 
Fallon: Fallon ugget,423-3111 

Pioneer Territory 
Pahrump: Saddle West Casino, 727-5953 
Tonopah: Station House, 482-9777 
Yerington: Casino West, 463-2481. Dini 's Lucky 

Club, 463-2868: Entertainment on weekends 

MUSEUMS 
Cowboy Country 

Humboldt Museum, 10-4 Mon.-Fri ., 1-4 Sat., 
Winnemucca, 623-2912 

Marzen House Museum, 9-2 Mon.-Fri ., 1 :30-4 
Sat.-Sun., Lovelock, 273-7213 

Northeastern Nevada Museum, 9-5 Mon.-Sat., 
1-5 Sun., 1515 Idaho St., Elko, 738-3418 

Pony Express Territory 
Churchill County Museum and Hidden Cave, 

10-4 Mon.-Wed . and Fri .-Sat., noon-4 Sun., 
1050S. MaineSt., Fallon, 423-3677. For Hidden 
Cave tours call Carson City BLM, 885-6000 

Eureka Sentinel Museum, open April 15-0ct. 
13, hours vary, call 237-5484, Eureka 

Nevada Northern Railway Museum, 8:30-4:30 
daily, May 27-0ct. 1, closed during winter, 
East Ely, 289-2085 

White Pine Public Museum, 9-5 Mon.-Fri ., 10-4 
Sat.-Sun., 2000 Aultman St., Ely, 289-4710 

Pioneer Territory 
Central Nevada Museum, 12-5 Tues.-Sa t. , 

Tonopah, 482-9676 
Lincoln County Museum, 9-5 Mon .-Sat., 10-5 

Sun. (closes from 12:30-1:30 for lunch), clo ed 
during winter, Pioche, 962-5207 

Lyon County Museum, 10-4 Sat., 1-4 Sun., 
Yerington 

Mineral County Museum, 11-5 Mon.-Fri. from 
May-Sept., noon-4 Mon.-Fri. from Oct.-April. 
Hawthorne, 945-5142 

A Remillder: To cOllfirlll dales alld lillles, li se 
Ihe pholle Illllllber lisled wilh each evelli. For 
olll -0l-siale callers, Ihe area code is 702 
Ihrollgholll Nevada. Forholels' loll-free pholle 
1IllIIlbers, call BOO-555-1212. 



[ DINING 
G U IDE ] 

The following Nevada dining directory includes cur­
rent magazine advertisers. Each listing gives sample 
dishes, whether breakfast, lunch, or dinner (B, L, D) are 
served, and accepted credit cards. Price ranges refer to 
typical entree price per person: up to $10 ($), $11 to $20 
($$), $21 to $30 ($$$), and more than $30 ($$$$). To phone 
from out of state, the area code is 702 throughout Ne­
vada. 

BOULDER CITY 
Gold Strike Innffhe Steak House-Between Boulder 

City and Hoover Dam, 293-5000. Prime rib, porter­
house steak. D. $-$$, major. 

Gold Strike Inn/Gold Strike-293-Sooo. Sandwiches, 
steaks. B, L, D. $, major. 

Gold Strike Inn/Gold Strike Buffet-Ham, roast baron 
of beef, salads. L, D. $, major. 

Railroad PassIThe Dining Room-Henderson, 294-
SOOO. Prime rib, porterhouse steak, steak and lobster. 
D. $-$$, major. 

Railroad Pass/Railroad Pass Coffee Shop-Henderson, 
294-SOOO. Prime rib, sandwiches, sa lads. B, L, D. $, 
major. 

Railroad Pass/Railroad Pass Buffet-Henderson, 294-
SOOO. Nightly specials. L, D. $, major. 

JEAN 
Nevada Landingfrhe Jade Room-I-IS, Exit 12, jean, 

387-SOOO. Lobster cantonese, lobster, and chicken 
kew. D. $-$$, major. 

Nevada Landingfrhe Landing Restaurant-l-lS, Exit 
12, jean, 387-5000. Prime rib, t-bone. B, L, D. $, major. 

Nevada Landingfrhe Landing Buffet- l-l S, Exit 12, 
jean, 387-SOOO. Roast baron of beef, ham. L, D. $, 
major. 

THE 

of 
OLD ELY-

Mandarin and Cantonese dishes are served in 
a Far Eastern setting in the Imperial Palace's 
Ming Terrace restaurant. 

LAS VEGAS 
AMERICAN 

Aladdin/Oasis Coffee Shop-736-0111. B, L, D. $, ma­
jor. 

Circus Circus/Skyrise-734-0410. Prime rib, steak, and 
shrimp. B, L, D. $, major. 

Flamingo HiltonlFlamingo Room-733-3111. Seafood 
sa lad bar, fresh fish of the day, veal cutlet Viennoise. 
B, L, D. $-$$, major. 

Flamingo Hilton/Lindy's Deli-733-3111. Grilled 
Reuben, New York steak, marble cheesecake. B, L, D. 
$, major. 

Rio Suite/All American Bar and Grille-2S2-7777. 
Mesquite grilled steak and seafood, extensive list of 
American beers and wines. D. $-$$$, major. 

Rio Suite/Beach Cafe-252-7777. Pasta and seafood 
specials daily, night owl specials. B, L, D. $-$$, major. 

Rio Suite/Carnival Buffet-252-7777. Bountiful selec­
tion. B, L, D. $, major. 

RioSuitelSonny's Deli-252-7777. Authentic New York 
deli style sandwiches and salads. L, D. $, major. 

Sam's Town/Mary's Diner-Sll1 Boulder Hwy., 4S4-
8073. '50s flair, blueplate specia ls served 24 hours. B, 
L, D. $, major. 

Sam's Town/Smokey Joe's 24 Hour Cafe & Market­
SIll Boulder Hwy., 4S6-7777. Barbecue specialties 
served 24 hours. B, L, D. $, major. 

Sam's Town/Uptown Buffet-SIll Boulder Hwy., 454-
8048. B, L, D. $, major. 

Stardustfrony Roma's-732-6111. Ribs and chicken. D. 
$, major. 

TropicanalTropics-739-2800. Chicken, steak, fresh 
seafood . D. $$, major. 

CA/UN 
Aladdin/Fisherman's Port-736-0111. D. $$, major. 
Holiday Casino/Joe's Bayou-369-SOO0. Shrimp Cre­

ole, blackened ca tfish, Memphis-style barbecue. D. 
$-$$, major. 

FRENCH/CONTINENTAL 
AladdinlThe Florentine-736-0111. D. $$, major. 
Bally's/Gigi-739-4651. Cote de veau nouveau chasseur 

mormard grille, beurre fondu. o (closed Mon.-Tues.). 
$$$$, major. 

Caesars Palace/Bacchanal-731-7110. Seven-course 
Roman banquet. 0 (closed Tues.-Wed .). $$$$, major. 

Caesars Palace/Palace Court-731-7110. Langoustines, 
steak Diane. D. $$$$, major. 

Desert Inn/La Vie en Rose-733-4444. Poached pear in 
port wine, mousse of goose liver and prosciutto 
rosettes; veal with ca rmelized apples; boneless roast 
duck with choice of orange, cherry, guava, pepper­
corn or light curry and chutney sauce. D. $$$$, major. 

Lady Luck/Burgundy Room-477-3000. Rack of lamb, 
beef Wellington, lobster thermidore, vea l of the day. 
D. $$, major. 

Las Vegas Hilton/Le Montrachet-732-S111. Dover sole, 
medallionsofveal,extensivewine list. D. $$$$, major. 

Tropicana/Rhapsody-739-2440. Chateaubriand 
bouquetiere, veal sorrentino,ducklingchambord. D. 
$$$, major. 

INTERNATIONAL 
Caesars PalacelLa Piazza Food Court and Lounge-731-

Savor the real west and step back in 
time as you explore the "Best Pre­
served" shortline in North America. 
Visit the Railroad Museum of the Ne­
vada Northern Railway and experience 
the wonderful sight, sound, and smell of 
a real old-time steam railroad. 

AUTHENTIC STEAM & DIESEL RIDES 
Operating each weekend 

Museum tours offered Wednesday thru 
Sunday, May 25 thru September 14th. 
Exhibits include general office and de­
pot from 1907, roundhouse, machine 
and blacksmith shops, and historic roll­
ing stock of steam, diesel and electric 
locomotives, passenger and freight cars, 
and antique work equipment. May 25th thru September 14th, 1991 

NEVADA NORTHERN RAILWAY MUSEUM 
P.o. Box 150040 • East Ely, Nevada 89315-0040 • (702) 289-2085 
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Nevada's Cowboy Country 
where the great western tradition is still alive 

1991 EVENTS CALENDAR c~w 
JANUARY 

Wells : Invitational Chariot Races 
Elko : Cowboy Poetry Gathering 

MARCH 
Winnemucca : "Shooting the West II" 

A Nevada Photography Experience 

MAY 
Wells : N.A. Pony Express Championship 
Winnemucca : Barrel Futurity & Derby 
Winnemucca : Old Timer's Team Roping 

JUNE 
Winnemucca: Mule Show & Races 
Elko: Western Heritage Festival 
Winnemucca: Basque Festival 
Lovelock: Portuguese Festa 
McDermitt: Red Mountain Indian 

Pow Wow & Rodeo 
Elko: Mining Exposition 

JULY 
Elko: National Basque Festival 
Jackpot: Hollerin' Contest 
McDermitt: Twin States Stampede 
Jackpot: Annual Home Built Airplane 

Rendezvous 
Elko: Silver State Stampede ~ 

AUGUST ~-
Lovelock: Frontier Days -!'"'" ~ 
Winnemucca: Nevada Open Horse Show 

& Futurity 
Wendover: Air Races 
Wendover: Bonneville Speed Week 

LABOR DAY WEEKEND 
Winnemucca: 9th Annual Buckaroo Heritage 

Western Art Round Up, Winnemucca Rodeo 
& Tri-County Fair 

Elko: Elko County Fair & Livestock Show, 
Pari-mutuel Racing 

SEPTEMBER 
Winnemucca: Thoroughbred, Quarter Horse & 

Mule Pari-mutuel Racing ; Ranch Hand Rodeo 
Battle Mountain: Covered Wagon Days Trail Ride 
Wendover: World of Speed 

Write or Call : Nevada's Cowboy Country, 50 Winnemucca Blvd. West, 
Winnemucca, NV 89445 (702) 623-5071 

~OVEIJOCK 

Pershing County Convention 
&; Visitors Center 

P.O. Box 986 Lovelock, NY. 89419 (702) 273-7144 
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7324. Multi-cuisine international food; Japanese 
ramen soups, Chinese stir-fry, Italian pastas and 
pizzas, ew York-style deli sandwiches and salads. 
B, L, D. $, major. 

ITA LIAN 
Bally's/Caruso's-739-46S6. Gamberoni alia griglia, 

pollo alia fiorentina. D. (closed Wed .-Thurs.). $$$$, 
major. 

Caesars Palace/Primavera-73l-7ll0 . Fettuccine 
Primavera, pasta specialities, Caesars salad. B, L, D. 
$$-$$$, major. 

Imperial Palace/Pizza Palace-794-3261. Pizza, pasta, 
and salads. L, D. $, major. 

Lady Luck/Marco Polo's-477.3000. Northern Italian 
specialities, pasta, veal. D, $$, major. 

Las Vegas Hilton/And iam0-732-S111. Northern ital­
ian specialties, 2S pastas, veal, lamb, and fish entrees. 
L, D. $-$$, major. 

Desert Inn /Portofino-733-4444. Scampi alia 
Provinciale, Fettuccine Verde with Pesto, Veal Chop 
alla Parmigiana, Osso Buco Milanese con Risotto. D. 
$$$$, major. 

Rio Suite/Antonio's- 252-7777. Risottos, pastas, special 
desserts. D. $$$, major. 

M EXI CAN 
Sam's TownIWilly & Jose's Mexican Cantina-SIll 

Boulder Hwy., 454-8044. Authentic Mexican dishes 
in Old Mexico setting. D. $, major. 

ORIENTAL 
Aladdin/International Buffet- 736-0111. B, L, D. $, 

major. 
Caesars Palace/Ah S0-73l-7110. Sushi and sashimi, 

teppan yaki-style. D. $$$$, major. 
Desert Inn/Ho Wan-3l4S Las Vegas Blvd.S., 733-4547. 

Sizzling oyster beef, prawns a la Szechwan, almond 
pressed duck. D. $$, major. 

Flamingo Hilton/Peking Market-733-3l11. Nine­
course family dinner, lemon chicken and lobster 
Cantonese. D. $, major. 

Imperial Palace/Ming Terrace-794-3261. Mandarin 
and Cantonese cuisine, abalone, Kung Pao shrimp, 
roast duck. D. $$, major. 

Lady Luck/Emperor's Room-477-3000. Cantonese, 
Szechuan,and Mandarin specialties. L, D. $-$$, major. 

Las Vegas Hilton/Benihana Village-732-SI11. Four 
restaurants: tempura, robata, sukiyaki, hibachi; 
anima ted show. D. $$$, major. 

Las Vegas Hilton/Garden of the Dragon-732-S111. 
Shark's fin soup, Szechuan chicken salad, honey­
roasted duck with oranges, Mongolian beef, Thai­
fried noodles. D. $$$$, major. 

Mizuno's At Tropicana-739-2770. Teppan stea ks, 
chicken, fresh seafood, sashirni. D. $$$, major. 

STEAK AND SEAFOOD 
AladdinlThe Wellington-736-0111 . D. $$, major. 
Bally's/Barrymore's-739-4661. Blackened redfish,surf 

and turf. L (Mon.-Fri.), D. $$-$$$, major. 
Caesars Palace/Spanish Steps Steak and Seafood 

House-731-7110. Fresh seafood, prime dry-aged 
steaks, Mediterranean dishes. D. $$-$$$, major. 

Circus Circus/Steak House-734-0410. Steak, prime rib, 
lobster, seafood appetizers flown in fresh daily. D. 
$$, major. 

Flamingo Hilton/ Beef Barron-733-3111. Prime rib 
specia l, chateaubriand, crisp roast duck. D. $$-$$$, 
major. 

Four Queens/Hugo's Cellar-38S-4011. Rack of lamb 
Indonesian, crab legs and sirloin, roast duckling 
anise, filet mignon Atlantis, prime ribs of beef. D. 
$$$, AE, MC, V. 

Holiday Cas ino/C1audine's-369-S000. Steaks and 
seafood, open kitchen , piano bar nearby, excellent 
wine list. D. $$-$$$, major. 

Imperial Palace/Seahouse-794-3261. Alaskan King 
crab legs, hot and cold appetizers, seafood sa lads. D. 
$$, major. 

Sam's Town/Diamond LiI 's-SI11 Boulder Hwy.,454-
8009. Fresh fi sh and seafood daily . D,Sun. brunch . $­
$$, major. 

StardustlWilliam B's-732-6111 . Broiled halibut, lamb, 
veal. rib eye steak. D. $$, major. 

Tropicana/EI Gauch0-739-2376. Steaks, lamb chops, 
fresh seafood. D. $$$, major. 

LAUGHLIN 
Colorado Belle/Orleans Room-298-4000. Steak, sea­

food , prime rib, lamb chops, linguini . D. $$, major. 
EdgewaterlThe Embers-298-24S3. Steak, seafood , 

prime rib, Midwestern beef. D. $$, major. 
Riverside/Gourmet Room-298-253S. Chateaubriand, 



Cajun dishes, steak and quail, rack of lamb; wine 
steward. D. $$, major. 

Ri verside/Prime Rib Room-298-2535. Salad, potato, 
vegetable, and dessert bar, prime rib. D. $, major. 

Sam's Town Gold River/Sutter's MiII-298-2242. 
Mesquite-broiled steaks. Brunch Sat.-Sun., D. $$, 
AE,MC, V. 

RENO-CARSON AREA 
AMERlCAN 

Carson Nugget/Buffet-882-1 626. Sun. champagne 
brunch, Sat. breakfast buffet, Fri. seafood buffet. B, L, 
D.$, major. 

Carson Nugget/Coffee Shop-882-1626. Open 24 hours. 
B, L, D. $, major. 

Carson Station-883-0900. Steaks, prime rib, seafood, 
soups, sandwiches, and salad bar. B, L, D. $. 

Carson Valley InnlFiona's-Minden, 782-4347. Steak , 
seafood , veal, soup and salad bar. L, D, Sun. brunch. 
$-$$, major. 

Carson Valley Inn/Katie's-Minden, 782-9711. Four­
course prime rib dinner, steak and lobster, half­
pound burgers. B, L, D. $, major. 

Comstock Hotel/Miner's Cafe-200 W. 2nd St., 329-
1880. One-pound New York steak dinner. 24 hou rs. 
$, major. 

Eldorado/Mardi Gras-786-5700. English sole, shrimp 
sa lad croissant sandwich, won ton soup. B, L, D. $, 
major. 

Gold Hill Hotel/Crown Point-1 mile south of Virginia 
City, 47-0111. D. $$, major. 

Ha rrah's/Garden Room-786-3232. Eggs Benedict, 
avocado clubhouse, triple dragon. B, L, D. $, major. 

Harrah's/Skyway-786-3232. Buffets, Sun. brunch. B, 
L, D. $$, major. 

Holiday Inn/Greenhouse-5851 S. Virginia St., 825-
2940. S,~ndwiches, burgers, dinners. B, L, D. $, major. 

John Ascuaga's Nugget/General Store-Sparks, 356-
3300. Prime rib, giant apple pancake, seafood Loui . 
B, L, D. $, major. 

John Ascuaga's Nugget/Rotisserie-Sparks, 356-3300. 
Buffet; Sunday brunch. L, D. $-$$, major. 

Peppermill /Coffee Shop-2707S. Virginia St.,826-2121. 
Fruit sa lads, lasagna, gourmet omelets. B, L, D. $$, 
major. 

Pepperm illllsiand Buffet-2707 S. Virginia St., 826-
2121. Salad bar with fresh shrimp and crab legs and 
homemade pasta. Sun. brunch. B, L, D. $-$$, major. 

Riverboa t Res taurant and Coffes hop-323-8877. 
Chicken and ribs, Cajun baked chicken with beef or 
pork ribs, open 24 hours. B, L, D. $, major. 

Sharkey's Nugget-Gardnerville, 782-3133. Prime rib 
is house specia lty. B, L, D. $, no Cc. 

BASQUE 
Louis' Basque Corner-301 E. 4th St., Reno, 323-7203. 

Sweetbreads, tripe, paella, other seafood dishes. L, 
D. $$, major. 

Fn ENCH/CONTINENTAL 
Bally's/Cafe G igi-789-2266. French, cracked crab, 

snails, lobster bisque, chateaubriand, veal Oscar. D. 
$S$$, major. 

EldoradolThe Vi ntage-786-5700. Fresh Sonoma 
duckling, chateaubriand , prawns ama retto, extensive 
wine list. D. $$, major. 

Flamingo Hii tonlTop of the Hilton-322-1111 . Salmon 
with three sauces, roa t duck with raspberry sauce, 
roa t prime rib of beef au jus. D. $$$, major. 

Harrah's/Steak House-786-3232. Steak Diane, fresh 
fish daily, roast rack of lamb. L (Mon.-Fri.), D. $$$, 
major. 

Peppermill/Le Moulin-826-2121. Tournedos of beef a 
la Diane, veal a la Oscar, Dover sole meuniere. D. $$, 
major. 

/NTmNA TIONA L 
Eldorado/Choices-786-5700. An expre s cafe with 

hofbrau, deli, bakery, ice cream. B, L, D. $, major. 
/TA LIA 

Bally's/Caruso's-7 9-2267. Fresh oysters, canneloni, 
calamari. D. $$$, major. 

Eldorado/La Strada-786-5700. Saltimbocca, gnocchi al 
pesto, ravioli verdi con spinaci . D. 55, major. 

on /ENTAL 
Bally's/China Seas-7 9-2268. Mandarin shrimp, 

Mongolian beef, cashew chicken. D (closed Sun.). $$, 
major. 

John Ascuaga's NuggetlTrader Dick's-Sparks, 356-
3300. Cashew chicken, Szechwan specia lities, fl am­
ing dagger brochette. L, D. $$, major. 

STEAK AND SEAFOOD 
Ball y's/Bounty-789-2000. Steamed cia ms, cracked half 

crab, oysters. L, D. $, major. 
Bally's/Steak House-789-2270. Broiled T-bone steak, 

Columbia River salmon. L (except Sat.-Sun.), D (ex­
cept Sun.-Mon.). $, major. 

Carson Nugget/Oyster Bar-882-1626. L, D. $, major. 
Carson Nugget/Steak House-882-1626. Veal scallo­

pini,scampi in dill sauce, chicken picata, escargot. D. 
$$, major. 

Circus Circus/Hickory Pit-329-0711. One-pound prime 
rib, ew York steak. D. $$, major. 

Comstock Hotel/Dinner House-329-1880. Steak and 
lobster, veal picata, stuffed shrimp. D. $$, major. 

Harrah 's/Seafare-786-3232. Fre h fis h specia ls, 
calamari, lobster tai l, veal parmigiana, eggplant 
Romano. L, D. $$$, major. 

John Ascuaga's Nugget/John's Oyster Bar-Sparks, 356-
3300. Lazyman's cioppino, seafood stews. L, D. $$, 
major. 

John Ascuaga's Nugget/Steak House-Sparks, 356-
3300. Prime rib, steak and lob ter, snapper, shrimp 
Louis. L, D. $$, major. 

Riverboat Oyster 8ar-323-8877. Riverboat cioppino, 
bay shrimp cocktail. L, D. $, major. 

LAKE TAHOE 
AMERICAN 

Caesars Tahoe/Cafe Roma-Stateline, 588-3515. La mb 
chops, prime rib. B, L, D. $-$$$, major. 

Harrah 's Tahoe/Forest Buffet-Stateline, 588-6611. 
Friday night seafood bounty, Sunday brunch, daily 
buffet. B, L, D. $$, major. 

Harrah'sTahoe/Sierra-Stateline,588-6611 . Chicken pot 
pie, cashew chicken salad, Chinese cuisine. B, L, D. 
$$, major. 

Harvey's/Cafe Metro-Stateline, 588-2411. European 
weet shop, coffees, retail bakery. $, major. 

Fn ENCH/CONTINENTAL 
Caesars Tahoe/Le Posh-Stateline, 588-3515. Award­

winning California cui ine. D. $$$, major. 
Harvey's/Sage Room-Stateline,588-2411. Rackof lamb 

persiUe, prime dry-aged cutsofbeef, beef Wellington. 
D. $$-$$$, major. 

Harvey'slTop of the Wheel-Stateline, 58 -2411. Con­
tinental cuisine, mahi mahi with macadamia bour­
bon. Sun. brunch, D. $$-$$$, major. 

ITA LIAN 
Caesars TahoelPrimavera-Stateline,588-3515. Linguini 

carbonara, tenderloin pizzaiola, polio allo spumante. 
D, weekend brunch. $$, major. 

Harrah's Tahoe/Cafe Andreotti-Stateline, 588-6611. 
Pizza quattro stagioni, filetti barbaresco, lasagne 
Andreotti. D. $$ major. 

M EXICAN 
Harvey's/EI Vaquero-Stateline, 588-2411. Camerones 

Veracruz, ca rnitas. L, D. $$, major. 
OnlENTAL 

Caesars Tahoe/Empress Court-Stateline, 588-3515. 
Szechwan, Mandarin . D. $$, major. 

STEA K AND SEAFOOD 
Caesa rs Tahoe/Broile r Room-Stateline, 588-3515. 

Prime rib, eafood, Cajun pecialties. D. $$, major, 
res. for large parties. 

Harrah's Tahoe/Friday's Station Steak and Seafood 
Grill-Stateline,58 -6611. Blackened hrimp,mixed 
grill of lamb filet and smoked quail, hickory-smoked 
range chicken with Southern Comfort apple butter, 
Black Angus beef. L, D. $$$, major. 

Harvey's/Seafood Grotto-Stateline, 588-2411. Wide 
seafood selection plu Chinese di hes. L, D. $$-$$$, 
major. 

Horizon/Josh's-Stateline, 588-6211. D. $$, major. 

ELKO 
Red Lion Inn-738-2111. Coffee hop and gourmet res­

taurant. B, L, D. $-$$, major. 
Stockmen's MotorHotel-738-5141. Ca inocoffee shop, 

evening dinner house. B, L, D. $-$$, major. 

AROUND THE STATE 
Furnace Creek Inn and Ranch- Route 190, Death Val­

ley, 619-786-2345. American, Italian, Mexican, teak 
and seafood, pizza. B, L, D. $-$$$$, major. 

Station House/Whistle Stop- Tonopah, 482-9777. 
Hamburgers, steak, and seafood. B, L, D. $, AE, 
MC, V. 

Whiskey Pete's/Bushwacker Steakhouse-I-15 near 
ev.-Calif. border, 382-4388. Porterhouse, prime rib, 

trout almondine. D. $-$$, major. 

Silver Springs, Nevada 
Founders' Day 
CELEBRATION 

Salutes our military 
past and present! 

• Parade, arts, 
crafts and exhibits 
• Free R.V parking 

For additional information contact: 
Founders' Day Committee, Inc. 

P.O. Box 394 Silver Springs, NV 89429 
(702) 577-2000 

THE MAGAZINE OF THE REAL WEST 

Coming Up in 
Nevada Magazine's 
July / August issue: 

Vacations With the Kids 

• 
Booming Elko 

• 
Photo Contest News 

• 
Summer Outings 

• 
And in Nevada Events: 

Basque Festivals, 
Hot August Nights, 

County Fairs, 
And Much More 
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REVIEW 

Oba Oba: 
Oh, Boy! 

By Pennye Nelson 

He was short and thin, a wiry little fellow 
who appeared to be in his 70s. A bead of 
swea t slid from his thinning hairline as he 
hopped around the showroom floor. A 
little Errol Flynn grin spread across his 
face as he looked at his hands placed 
firmly on the near-naked backside of a 
tall Latin beauty. The Conga line weaved 
its way back to his table, and he dropped 
into his seat, giving a little wave to the 
showgirl's behind. "Man, this is some 
party. This is the third time I've seen this 
show" he said, wiping his face with a 
napkin. "I hope I live to see it again." 

Indeed, Franco Fontana's "Oba Oba 
'91," now p laying a t Ball y' s Reno, is worth 
a couple of visits. It's different from most 
Nevada shows. The dancing-not the ac­
robatics-is less precise, the pace not as 
polished. The taped music can be discon­
certing, especially when you see some­
one playing an instrument behind his 
head and wonder, "Is it real or is it 
Memorex?" But for the most part, being 
different makes "Oba Oba" a delightful 
experience. 

From the time you enter the Ziegfeld 
Room, there is something different. You 
notice the lack of a Nevada icon-the 
maitre d' Instead, there are men and 
women dressed in ruffle-sleeved shirts 
and red sashes. You show your ticket, 
and they wave you in the direction of 
your table. Finding your own table is 
disconcerting-to whom do you give the 
$5 you always keep wadded up in your 
hand? 

I watched as several people found their 
table, only to discover someone was al­
ready there. They finally moved. A few 
aisles over, I saw those people oust some 
other squatters. Nobody seemed upset 
about it, and that made me look around. 

Hey there was a party going on, and 
the show hadn't even started yet. 

A sultry voiced Bally's beauty hawked 
roses, cigarettes, and sunglasses that 
flashed red and yellow running lights. 
Casino photographers dashed here and 
there, and people chatted across the aisles. 

As I settled into my own sea t, the cou p Ie 
next to me were speaking rapidly in a 
foreign language. "Is that Portuguese 
you 're speaking?" I asked, the casual at­
mosphere getting to me. Visitors from 
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Tall and tan, and lean and lovely, "Oba Oba" dancers bring a bit of Brazil to Reno. 

Vancouver, they were both originally 
from Brazil. 

"You're going to love this show" said 
Veri ita Sanchez. "Brazilians know how to 
party. It's going to make me homesick. I 
know I'm going to cry." 

"Oba Oba" might be Portuguese for 
"Oh, Boy!" but it was the women who 
made the show spectacular. Leggy, lithe, 
lissome, lovely, they looked elegant even 
while balancing fruitsaladson their heads, 
a la Carmen Miranda, the Brazilian 
Bombshell, who was saluted in the show's 
opening number. 

Bits of bright color flooded the stage as 
one act flowed into another. The music­
Chorinho-was new to me, played on the 
odd-looking little cavaquinbo, a small 
guitar. Picture a ukelele that got caught in 
the rain. Wonderful sounds, played ex­
pressively. 

Then it was Lambada time. Kids, don't 
try this dance at home. At least not in 
front of Mom and Dad. While watching 
the eight couples dance in a "Lambada­
off," I was struck by the thought that this 
erotic, sensual dance might be the ultimate 
safe sex. You're bound to be too tired for 
the real thing after a few minutes. 

A tribute to the Bossa Nova and the 
music of the '70s had Verlita sniffing into 
her handkerchief. She sang along softly 
on "Garota de Ipanema," better known to 
us as "Girl from Ipanema." After seeing 
the women in this show, I understood the 
meaning of the lyrics tall and tan, and lean 
and lovely. 

There were attractive, well-muscled 
men in the show too. A fortyish blonde 
woman leapt to her feet applauding each 
time one performed an acrobatic tumble. 

She had plenty of opportunities to ap­
plaud as the men did the capoeira, a dance 
that evolved from a martial arts practiced 
by slaves who were not allowed to keep 
weapons. 

At the end of the scene the audience 
shouted "Bravo!" and, oddly enough, the 
"roof-roof" sound often heard at sporting 
events. It sort of means "in your face, 
buster," and it fit the mood. 

The finale featured a Grand Carnival 
scene with glittering costumes that a 
Mardi Gras drag queen would kill for. 
From the ceiling, huge balloons floated 
down. The crowd, caught up in the party 
atmosphere, started bouncing the bal­
loons toward the people sitting in the rear 
of the showroom, sharing the fun. 

Then the dancers danced out into the 
room, pulling people from tables and 
booths into a giant Conga line that par­
tied up and down the aisles. The last I saw 
Verlita, she was headed for Rio. 

Pennye Nelson covers Nevada entertainment 
for the San Francisco Chronicle and is a 
frequent contributor to Nevada. 

"OBA OBA 91" 
Franco Fontana's "Oba Oba '91" 
plays in theZiegfeld Room at Bally's 
Reno indefini tely. Show times are 8 
p.m. Tuesday through Thursday, 9 
p.m. Friday, 7:30 p.m. and 10:30 
p.m. Saturday, and 3:30 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m. Sunday. Ticket prices are 
$17.50, $22.50, and $27.50. No one 
under 18 is admitted. 



Come visit Laughlin, Nevada and discover 
the meaning of luck. Night or day, it's every­
thing you could want in a vacation getaway. 

Laughlin is more than 24-hour casino 
action and great entertainment. It's excep­
tional value in full resort accommodations. 
Laughlin room rates are some of the lowest 
in the U.S. 

COLORADO BELLE 
1.m.45S-9500 

RIVERSIDE RESORT HOTEL 
1-8O().227-3849 

FLAMINGO ml:rON 
LAUGHUN 

1-8O().tul:rONS 

THE REGENCY CASINO 
1-8()().551-1950 

PIONEER HOTEL 
1~9 

And for those who prefer their excitement 
outdoors, nearby Lake Mojave offers 
boating, fishing and water-skiing under clear, 
southwest skies. 

50 if you're feeling lucky or just feel like 
getting away, make it Laughlin, where 
Nevada meets Arizona on the Colorado 
River. Call your travel agent for reservations. 

L 1at.~'~ .~.. _LL .~ ~ 
I_ :~ 
;;"~ ... -:" .f. ,-;r~ ,,'~.~ .... ... . .. ' .1 -

GOLDEN NUGGET LAUGHUN HARRAH'S DEL RIO 
1-800-237-1739 1-800447-8700 

RAMADA EXPRESS EDGEWATER HOTEL 
1-800-2-RAMADA 1-800-257'{)300 



HOTEL/CAS) 0 0 THE LAS VEGAS STRIP 

THERE HAS BEEN NOTHING LIKE IT 
SINCE CAMELOT 

Knights, sorcerers, castles, battlements, drawbridges, moats, 
jugglers, mimes and jousting. Excalibur HoteVCasino, Las Vegas' 
newest resort, is the glittering city's most unique property. 

Excalibur is a medieval colossus replete with a 1,000 seat 
amphitheater hosting 2 spectacular dinner shows every night · 
7 marvelous restaurants · a multi-level entertainment center and 
100,000 square ft. casino · Magical Motion Theaters · beautifully 
furnished, spacious rooms with non-smoking rooms available. 

Excalibur is truly Las Vegas' best vacation value. 
Call your travel specialist or 24 hours toll free. 

800-937-7777 
Or dial direct 702·597·7700. All major credit cards accepted. 

3850 Las Vegas Blvd. South, Las Vegas, V 89109-4300. A Circus Circus Enterpri~. 
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