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There's no dream too big, no goal too lofty for Las Vegas. It's the 
fastest growing community in the U. S. and the gateway for 15 
million national and 2 million international visitors arriving by air. 

It takes an outstanding airport to match this dynamic growth. 
And, McCarran International has accepted the challenge, 
building a world class facility equaling the growth of a city 
without boundaries. McCarran has the 2nd longest civilian run­
way in the country. And, we've just completed an underground 
roadway linking 1-15 to our new 240-acre international air 
cargo center featuring a 160-acre foreign trade zone. 

McCarran's strategic geographic location creates an ideal air 

cargo distribution hub for an 11-state region serving over 
51 million peaple. Our aggressive expansion and Nevada's 
corporate-friendly tax structure and willing work force creates 
an unbeatable combination that positions McCarran, and Las 
Vegas, in the right spot at the right time for the coming century. 

For growth and ease of operation, look no further than 
McCarran International Airport. 

Contact Clare O'Brien, 
Director of Marketing 
P.O. Box 11005 
Las Vegas, NV 891 11 
(702) 261-5702 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 

Byways 
T he hopeful odyssey of Melvin 

Dummar, former Gabbs resident 
and world-famous claimant to the 
Howard Hughes fortune, is more than 
a good tale, according to Richard Men­
zies. "It is the quintessential Nevada 
story," says the longtime Nevada con­
tributor from Salt Lake City. 

Fifteen years ago Richard rode 
across the state with Melvin and 
shared the story with Nevada readers 
in "Melvin Dummar Revisited"Guly / 
August '81). In this issue, as part of the 
magazine's 60th anniversary, Richard 
recalls that intriguing road trip and the 
eternal question: Did Melvin really 
pick up a bedraggled Howard Hughes 
in the desert near Beatty? 

Richard muses, "Didn't Hughes ever 
get the urge to sneak out of that 
stuffy Las Vegas penthouse and go 
adventuring in the desert?" According 
to Melvin, he did. 

A search for adventure led Lake 
Tahoe writer Robin Daugherty to join 
six "Motor City Slickers" on a horse­
back vacation, as she describes in this 
issue. Las Vegas espresso expert Kate 
Butler expresses her affection for cof­
feehouses in "See You Latte," while 
KJ. Evans rides "Blazing Paddles." 

Another Nevada explorer, Martin 
Griffith, Emigrant Trail hiker (see 
May /Iune '94) and Associated Press 
reporter, notes the Donner Party's 
150th anniversary in "The Breaking 
Point." He says, "It's a classic story of 
people under extreme stress. We'd like 
to think today that we'd do it differ­
ently, but I don't know Who's to say 
we'd do any better under the same 
circumstances?" 

Martin himself faced an unnerving 
situation last October while research­
ing the story He was retracing the 
Hastings Cutoff when his trusty 1979 
Ford Fiesta got stuck in gravel at a rail­
road crossing-so stuck that Martin 
couldn't free it before a train came 
along. After trying to signal the engi­
neer, he jumped away and watched his 
faithful friend get smashed. 

Undeterred, Martin recently ex­
plored the Donners' route near Win­
nemucca in his newly acquired 1990 
Ford Festiva . "I think I've pinned 
down the hill where Reed stabbed 
Snyder," he says. Reports to follow, we 
hope.-David Moore 



LETTERS 
Country stores and calendar girls. 

Musical Highways a bench and table to eat or drink from 
For any drive across Nevada, I've as the health inspectors say she doesn' t 

long favored Bill Evans' piano on the have a public restroom. 
tape deck as first-rate accompaniment. Your magazine was misleading and 
How fine it was to read in "Great out of date, so we did not pursue more 
Guides" last issue of author David W towns like Wellington as we might 
Toll's own fondness for Evans in the have been disappointed. 
desert-and the Zen of the journey. Lynne Moore 

A.e. Turman Hounslow, England 
Virginia City Lynne, appreciate your concern about the 

All in the Family 
My sister and I were delighted to see 

the picture (below) of Winnemucca's 
Martin Hotel with the "Dining Out" 
story by K.J. Evans in the JanlFeb is­
sue. The man on the left was our great­
uncle, Alphonso Pasquale, who built 
the hotel. 

We have the original photo in an old 
family album. Our mother, Linda 
Pasquale, loaned it and several others 
to the hotel owners in the 1970s so they 
could make copies. The copies are 
among the historic photos displayed at 
the Martin Hotel today. 

Rena Pasquale Winchell 
Inez Pasquale Winkel 

Reno 

porch. Norma Peterson says she had to 
remove the picnic table on her countYlj 
store's inviting old porch since Nevada 
health codes stipulate that there must be 
restrooms for both men and women if food 
is consumed on the premises. She adds that 
the porch is the perfect place to enjoy a 
piece of pie on a summer afternoon, "but 
the building is over 130 years old-you 
can't just add on."-Ed. 

Border Town Bungle 
In the Marchi April evada Events 

and Shows section of the magazine, the 
review "Sizzling in Mesquite" puts 
Mesquite on the Nevada-Utah border. 
Shame-Mesquite is on the Nevada­
Arizona border. Littlefield, Arizona, is 
the closest town to the east. 

J.e. Wilkinson 
San Marcos, CA 

re, thanks for remind­
ing LIS about that small 
but important corner of 
Arizona. Thanks also to 
Shig Yamamoto of Pa­
cific Grove, CA.-Ed. 

Calendar Girls 
"Politically correct" 

my left foot! Regard­
ing the ov IDee '95 
letter that denounces 
women's photos in 

Hotelier Alphonso Pasquale (left) with the Martin family, 1916. the 1996 calendar as 

Porch Life 
Last year my husband and I decided 

that it would be nice to see the 
Wellington Mercantile as described in 
"All's Well in Wellington" by Marge 
Knorr in the July I August '95 issue. We 
arrived at the store and were quite dis­
appointed that there was no table on 
the porch to sit with coffee and no red­
check tablecloths. 

Owner Norma Peterson said that the 
photograph was more than three years 
old, and that she is not allowed to have 

promoting "a political 
agenda," I have enjoyed reading sto­
ries about Nevada's great men since 
before you were called Nevada Maga­
zine. ow I have enjoyed the evada 
Historical Calendar about evada's 
women, and it's politically correct? 

Sorry, Edward D. Slagle, I disagree. 
Women did have a place in the making 
of evada, and I don't believe that 
takes one thing away from the great­
ness of our men. 

Patricia P Garate 
Elko CJ 

~ Marriage Ucense 
AvaUable Next Door 

1:he Chapel of [gl5e 
I-800-MARRy Us 

(1 -800-627-7987) 

Located on the corner of 
Highway 50 and Kingsbury Grade, 

one traffic light from Statetine casinos 

P.O. Box 2308 Stateline, NV 89449 

Subscriptions: 
Customer Service 

At Nevada Magazine, your 
satisfaction is important to us. 

For questions regarding your 
subscription, to make address 
changes, or to order or renew your 
subscription, please write to: 

NEVADA MAGAZINE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

P.O. Box 726 
Mount Morris, IL 61054-7652 

or call toll -free 

1-800-495-3281. 
please allow at least six weeks for 
subscription fulfillment or change of address. 
Nevada Magazine is published bimonthly. 
Subscriptions are $15.95 per year. please 
add $6.00 per year for foreign and 
Canadian subscriptions. 

MAY/JUNE 96 NEVADA 5 



Americana .~Better 
Group,REALTORS® I I ~ H ornes® 

.. and Gardens 
" 'ndependently Owned and Operated" 

NEED A HOME? 
In LAS VEGAS 

Call Toll Free 

1-800-431-0009 
Bill Mullin Local. 702-796-7799 Leo Dupre 

Residential Specialists: new construction, 
pre-owned homes, retirement communities 

lH -~--
REALTOR MLS 

Nevada s Largest 
Real Estate Firm 

EOUAl HOUSWG 
OPPORTUNltv 

Don't Miss The World Famous 
LIBERACE MUSEUM 

See the gUttering 
costumes ) dazzling 
jetue~) spec~uLar 

pianos) exotic cars 
and rare antiques 
at one of the 
most popular 
attractions 
in Las Vegas! 

Open 
Monday thru Saturday 10·5 

& Sunday 1·5 

THE 
LIBERACE 

MUSEUM 

1775 E Tropicana • Las Vegas • NV 89119 • 702·798·5595 

6 NEVADA MAY/JUNE 96 

THE MAGAZINE OF THE REAL WEST 
1800 Hwy. 50 East, Suite 200 
Carson City, NV 89710-0005 

(702) 687-5416 · Fax (702) 687-6159 
e-mail: nevmag@aol.com 

Subscriptions: 
Call toll-free 1-800-495-3281 

Publisher: Richard Moreno 
Editor: David Moore 
Art Director: Denise Barr 
Associate Editor: Carolyn Graham 
Events Editor: Katherine McDonnell 
Las Vegas Representative: Ann Henderson 
Production Manager: Gary Elam 
Production Assistant: Melissa Cronin Loomis 
Circulation Manager: Debi Frame 
Retail Coordinator: Isabel Espinoza 
Accountant: Jacqueline Morgan 
Intern: Charles Kasper 
Special Assistance: Nevada State Library and 

Archives, Nevada Historical Society, OARC 
Young Volunteers of Nevada: Elena Denio 
Printing: Hart Press 
Pre-Press: Hart Press, Imperial Color 

Advertising Offices 
Advertising Director: Patty Noll 
Advertising Assistant: Susan Wunsch 
Advertising Support: Rulh Buechel 
Main Advertising Office: 1800 Hwy. 50 East, Suite 

200, Carson City, NV 89710-0005, (702) 687-5888 
Las Vegas Advertising Office: Dianna Simpson­

Bassett, 555 E. Washington, Suite 5600, Las 
Vegas, NV 89101 , (702) 486-2434 

Kelley-Rose, Inc.: Cynthia Kelley, Mark Sexton, 1105 
Terminal Way, Suite 202, Reno, NV 89502, (702) 
322-7770 

Nevada Magazine is a division of the Nevada 
Commission on Tourism. 

Governor: Bob Miller 
Commission on Tourism 

Chairman: Lt. Governor Lonnie Hammargren 
Members: Tony Alamo, Manuel J. Cortez, 

John Farahi, Jay Milligan, Robert Perchetti, 
W. Dan Reichartz, Ferenc Szony, Claudine Williams 

Executive Director: Thomas G. Tait 

Magazine Advisory Committee 
Myram Borders, Phil Cooper, Susan Goering Hill , 
Jim King, Mike Land, Robert Laxalt, Warren Lerude 

All rights reserved. Reproduclion of editorial content 
without written permission is prohibited. 

Submissions: Nevada Magazine assumes no 
responsibility for damage or loss of material submitted 
for publication. A stamped self-addressed envelope 
must be included with submissions. 

Subscriptions/Customer Service: Write to Nevada 
Magazine SubSCriptions, P.O. Box 726, Mount Morris, 
IL 61054-7652, or call toll -free 1-800-495-3281 . Please 
allow at least six weeks for subscription fulfillment or 
change of address. Nevada Magazine is published 
bimonthly. Subscriptions are $15.95 per year. Add 
$6.00 per year for foreign and Canadian subscriptions. 

Requests to be removed from mailing list sales can be 
sent to Nevada Magazine Mailing List, 1800 Hwy. 50 
E., Carson City, NV 89710. 

Disclaimer: Advertisements in this publication do not 
constitute an offer for sale in states where prohibited or 
restricted by law. 

Postmaster: Send address changes to Nevada 
Magazine, P.O. Box 726, Mount Morris, IL 61054-7652. 

Printed in U.S.A. 



ROADSIDE ATTRACTIONS 
Mud baths and blooming flowers. 

HIKING 

Wildflower Walks 
STATEWIDE-In the spring, evada's wild­
flowers can be as abundant as sagebrush, 
splashing the desert and mountains with 
spectacular bursts of color. You can take 
guided tours during the blooming season, 
which usually begins in early March and lasts 
well into June and July. 

A colorful place to explore is Red Rock 
Canyon National Conservation Area, 15 miles 
wes t of Las Vegas, where you'll find wild­
flower hikes, walks, and talks. The "Knee­
Deep in Wildflowers" program on May 11 
and 12 is a two-hour walk past blooming 
globemallow, evening primrose, penstemon, 
prickly pear, and Joshua trees. A "Canyon The fiery snow plant usually blooms 
Cactus" walk takes place June 23. Call 702- at Lake Tahoe in May and June. 
363-1921 for details. 

At Lake Tahoe Nevada State Park, park 
interpreter Toni Nielsen will lead a hike at Spooner Lake on June 15. During the out­
ing she will discuss the Lake Tahoe Basin and such bloomers as lupine, colwnbine, 
monkey flower, mule's ear, and penstemon. The hike starts at Spooner Lake at 9 a.m., 
and participants need to call ahead-the hike day may vary, depending on the 
weather. The hike is classified as easy and lasts from two to three hours. Bring a sack 
lunch and wear comfortable hiking shoes. For information call Toni at 
Mormon Station State Historic Park, 702-782-2590.-Chaz Kasper 

SIGHTSEEING 

Inside Reno's bowling stadium, the 
silver ball reveals a movie screen. 

Cinema in the Round 
RENO-Inside the 80-foot-diameter silver "bowling 
ball" of the National Bowling Stadium in downtown 
Reno is the 177-seat Stadium Theater. Visitors can 
see two movies, To Fly! and Reno: More Ways to Play. 
Both are shown in 70mm format and synchronized 
to music. 

To Fly! is a 30-minute chronicle of the history of 
flight from hot-air balloons to rockets. The images on 
the screen, which is four stories tall, are so huge that 
you can almost feel the spray on your face as a hot-air 
balloon hovers over Niagara Falls. Barnstormers also 
perform dizzying stunts in their flying machines. 

Reno: More Ways to Play explores Reno-Tahoe at­
tractions. Narrated by Mark Twain impersona tor 
McAvoy Layne of Incline Village, the 10-minute film 
uses the four seasons as a backdrop for activities and 
events such as mountain biking, the Reno Rodeo, and 
the ational Championship Air Races. 

Stadium Theater tickets are $5 for adults, $3.50 for 
students and seniors, and can be purchased on the 
four th level of the Na tional Bowling Stadium. The 
theater is on the fifth floor. Show times are 10:30 a.m., 
noon, 2:30 p .m., 4 p .m ., and 5:30 p.m. For information 
call 702-334-2634.-Katherine M cDonnell 

Photos: Mark KimbroughlLake Tahoe Nevada State Park (top left), Steve Graham (top right), Lonnie PecklReno News Bureau (bottom left) 

WEB SITES 

Dolphins surf on the WWW. 

Net Gains 
THE INTERNET For the 
big picture on travel in the 
Silver State, the Nevada 
Commission on Tourism 
(http:// travelnevada.com) 
has opened its official online 
travel guide. The guide has 
statewide listings for events, 
shows, and attractions. An 
online order form enables 
you to have information, such 
as a visitor package and the 
Discover Nevada Bonus Book, 
sent via snail mail. Nevada 
Magazine's home page also 
will be accessible through 
NCOT's site. The magazine's 
page has stories, photos, and 
special subscription offers. 

You can hear the roar of the 
volcano and see the frolick­
ing dolphins at the Mirage 
Las Vegas Home Page (http: 
/ /www.themirage.com). AI­
though the site is not interac­
tive, it has attractive color 
photos and downloadable 
sounds and video. An online 
merchandise catalog makes it 
possible to order T-shirts, 
jackets, and stuffed animals 
via an 800 number. Package 
deals are outlined in a special 
area for travel agents. 

The addresses and phone 
numbers for several Reno­
area restaurants are just a 
click away on the online 
dining guide at Reno Net 
(ht tp'/ /www .reno .net). 
a site sponsored by a private 
company. Listings of accom­
modations, wedding chapels, 
and family activities are up­
da ted regularly on this site 
dedicated to the Reno-Tahoe 
area. The site's clean, easy-to­
read Reno casino map is 
worth the download time. 

- Steve Graham 
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SPAS 

The Spa at 

Players 

Island Resort 

has cool 

pools and 

mud baths. 

Desert Treatment 
MESQUITE-If you want a good old­
fashioned mud bath, you can ease into 
one at the Spa at Players Island Resort 
in Mesquite, 80 miles northeast of Las 
Vegas on Interstate 15. 

The spa offers 18 treatments, includ­
ing facials, massages, and mud baths, 
which are said to have been inspired 
by a Paiute Indian legend about the 
sacred powers of the nearby Virgin 
River. The mud baths use mineral- and 
salt-enriched clay to draw out toxins 
and rejuvenate the skin. Treatments 
range from 30 to 90 minutes and cost 
between $35 and $85. 

Anyone over 18 can use the spa­
you don't have to be a hotel guest. 
There is a $5 fee ($10 on weekends) for 
the use of the spa and its weight room, 
towels, and lockers; the fee is waived if 
you buy a treatment. Hotel guests have 
free use of the gym, warm mineral­
water grotto pool, and eucalyptus 
steam room. For reservations call the 
Spa at Players Island, 702-346-PLAY, 
or the hotel, 800-896-4567.-Katherine 
McDonnell 

HIGHWAYS 

Speed Limits Go Up 
STATEWIDE-Highway travelers are acce~ 

erating in the Silver State thanks to higher 
speed limits instituted last winter M ost 

roads have been posted with higher speed 

standards, but drivers should note that in­

creases are not effective until the speed limit 

signs have been changed. 

The increase follows an ongoing pattern, 

says Scott Magruder public information 

officer for the Nevada Department of T ran5-

portation. The higher speed reflects the 

"85th percentile"· that is, 85 percent of dri­

vers are already going that speed or ex­

ceeding it.-Chaz Kasper 



THE BARGAIN ADVISOR 
By Oeke Castleman 

N ow that the whole multisensory, kaleidoscopic 
Fremont Street Experience is fanfaronading 
nightly, a visit to downtown Las Vegas can in­

clude a high-fidelity light show While you're there, stop 
off at the Deli in the Golden Gate (702-382-6300) for a 99-
cent shrimp cocktail. It's served in a cocktail glass and 
filled to the bottom (no celery or lettuce need apply) with 
dozens of crunchy little crustaceans. The Gate has dished 
up nearly 30 million of them since 1959-at six ounces 
apiece, that's more than 11 million pounds of shrimp. 
Order a lemon wedge (for a nickel) and a Coke or draft, 
and you've got a perfect snack for two bucks and change. 

Speaking of promotional poundage, the Sands (702-
733-5000) in Las Vegas has given away more than six 
million logo coffee mugs since 1988. At 10 ounces apiece, 
that adds up to an incredible well, never mind. What's 
important is that these ceramic mugs are attractive, free, 
and available to anyone over 21 who walks in the door 
(one per person per Las Vegas visit). 

It's spring, which means that RVers and campers are 
loose on the land. Of the 10 or so RV parks in the Reno 
area, the bargain is found at Boomtown (702-345-8650). 
At $15 per night, it's the cheapest and also one of the 
nicest. The park is below the casino and has wide spaces, 
some greenery, and its own pool and spa. The casino 

houses something 
for everyone: a 
steakhouse, buf­
fet, 18-hole indoor 
miniature-golf 
course, antique 
carousel, and the 
only motion-sim­
ulation theater in 
Northern Nevada. 

Tenters who 
are looking for 
mountain camp- Get mugged for free at the Sands. 
ing at its peak will 
find it at Wheeler Peak Campground in Great Basin 
National Park (702-234-7331). The campground, at 10,000 
feet, is the highest camping area accessible by paved road 
in Nevada. It's big, woodsy, and full of downy pine nee­
dles for a soft night's sleep. The campground has access 
to two short lake trails, a longer hike to a forest of bristle­
cone pines, and a major huff and puff to Wheeler Peak 
(13,063 feet) . All that for only $5 a night. \J 

Deke Castleman is the managing editor of the Las Vegas Ad­
visor, a monthly newsletter on the Las Vegas bargain scene. 
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"I think [steamboat] pilots were about the only people I ever knew who failed to show ... 
embarrassment in the presence of traveling foreign princes. But then, people in one's own 

grade of life are not usually embarrassing objects."-Mark Twain 

A
couPle stand on the gangway 
leading to Lake Mead Marina. 
They are tossing popcorn ker­

nels to the corpulent carp who live 
under the floating structure. 

The man hears a rumble, senses a 
shadow He looks up and is startled. 
Sliding into a berth only a few yards 
away is a twin-stacked, three-decked 
paddlewheeler, well over a hundred 
feet long. The pilot wears crisp whites. 
He peers down from the wheelhouse as 
deckhands secure lines. The gold braid 
on his epaulets glints brightly in 
the sun. 

"It's the Robert E. Lee," the man 
laughs, dumping the remaining 
popcorn into the school of scaly 
scavengers. 

"What's a riverboat doing on 
this lake?" his wife wonders 
aloud. They both walk toward the 
ship. 

Actually, the Desert Princess 
isn ' t a riverboat at all. It wears 
riverboat clothing, a flashy cos­
tume that serves the same func­
tion as the captain's gold 
epaulets-it upholds tradition. 
Both the Desert Princess, and her 
larger sister ship on Lake Tahoe, 
the M.S. Dixie II, are the grand­
daughters of working riverboats. 
Even so, the modern vessels have 
as much in common with their 
cotton-toting ancestors as does a 
Fokker Triplane to the space shut­
tle Columbia. 

Boulder City that prospered. He spent 
most of his spare time as an unpaid ap­
prentice deckhand, learning the boats 
and the business, logging in the time 
needed before he could take the test for 
a captain's license. 

People who are at home on the water 
will understand why he made such a 
dicey career move in middle age. 

"I think it's the same for anyone 
who's been out on the lakes or the 
water for any length of time," says 
Lusch. "There's a peacefulness that gets 

Captain Jim Lusch steps to the 
dock, gives an instruction to a 
deckhand and then heads for the 
marina's cafe, where he settles be­
hind a cup of hot coffee. He has 
been piloting tour boats on Lake 
Mead for 12 years. He was ini­
tially hired to run one of the Echo 
excursion boats, of which there 
have been several. The name was 
derived from the first Echo, which pro­
vided mail service between Lake 
Mead's Boulder Basin to Echo Bay, up 
north on the lake's Overton Arm. 

Piloting the Desert Princess (above) on Lake 
Mead is Captain Jim Lusch (right). At left, the 
Tahoe Queen cruises by Fannette Island in 
Lake Tahoe's scenic Emerald Bay. 

Lusch was a journeyman glazier who 
came to Las Vegas in the 1970s to install 
glass in the original MGM Grand 
Hotel, now Bally's. The work was lu­
crative but not enjoyable. So he retired. 

"No, I didn't retire," he corrects him­
self. "I quit." 

He opened a boat repair shop in 

into you and requires that you stay 
around it. 

"About 90 percent of the people who 
we interview come to work for us for 
the same reason. They have been on the 
water. They love being on the water. 
They love the feeling that it gives you, 
the overall serenity." 

Meanwhile, 430 miles north and 
5,000 feet higher in the sky, Captain Jim 
Biller has come aboard the M.S. Dixie II 
and is preparing for the first cruise 

Photos: Sat Maimone (left page). Gene Hertzog (center and bottom right) 

of the day, across Lake Tahoe from 
Zephyr Cove to Emerald Bay, on the 
California side. 

Biller is a career seafarer who gradu­
ated from the California Maritime 
Academy in 1973. For the next four 
years he shipped out on various jobs 
aboard seagoing vessels. 

One winter day, in between voyages, 
he decided he needed a change of 
scenery. He loaded his skis and headed 
for the Sierra Nevada and Lake Tahoe. 
"That was in 1976, and I'm still here," 

he says. 
If it hadn't been for a small 

misunderstanding, Biller proba­
bly would have come aboard the 
Dixie much sooner than he did. 
During his ski trip he had spot­
ted the old M.S. Dixie tied up 
at Zephyr Cove and wondered 
if his third mate's unlimited 
license, which allowed him to op­
erate oceangoing vessels of up to 
100 gross tons, would qualify 
him to pilot it. 

"So I called up, and someone 
told me that the Dixie was 300 
tons," he says. (It was actually 98 
tons.) 

Still, Biller liked Tahoe, and in 
1978 he took a job operating the 
65-foot Highwater Princess, where 
he was noticed and approached 
by the Dixie's management. The 
vessel's tonnage question was 
answered correctly, and he made 
the switch. 

Biller is at the helm when he 
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mile north of Lake Mead Marina. The 
ship will have roomier quarters with a 
special extension for its gangplank. 
There will be a waiting area and ticket 
office as well as a reservations and 
business office. Also, a floating plat­
form has been built on the lake side of 
Hoover Dam just below the new visitor 
center, allowing the Princess to ferry 
passengers to and from the dam. 

The Desert Princess has a new docking area at Hoover Dam. 

The throttle is set, and the paddle­
wheel is activated. The Princess has four 
turbocharged Caterpillar diesel en­
gines. Two of them drive propellers. 
Two others power generators and the 
hydraulic system, which runs the pad­
dlewheel, and the "bow thrusters," a 
pair of steering propellers at the front 
of the boat. The arrangement aboard 
the M.S. Dixie II is similar, but more 
powerful, and with a separate engine 
for the bow thrusters. 

"The dinner-dance cruises last three 
hours, so we can just piddle around 
and take it nice and easy, so we go with 
full paddle and no props," says Lusch. 

is asked a stock question. What kept 
him here? 

"What kept me here?" he echoes, 
feigning astonishment. "Just look at it." 
Given the current position, at the 
mouth of Emerald Bay, it does seem a 
silly question. 

He has made Zephyr Cove his home 
port and the azure lake his permanent 

Lusch recalls 
one lad who wanted to 

see if the 114-foot 
Desert Princess 

would do "donuts." 

workplace. It's the best of both worlds. 
He is the master of a respectable-sized 
vessel on the world's largest alpine 
lake, but he doesn't have to live on the 
high seas for months at a time. 

"Now I get to play with boats and 
still go home at night," he says. 

D
avid Christenson, on the other 
hand, had never owned a boat 
in his life before he retired from 

his job with the telephone company in 
Orange County, California. He's a certi­
fied deckhand on the Desert Princess, 
studying for his operator's license un­
der Captain Lusch's tutelage. Christen­
son, like Captain Biller, regards boat 
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operating as playing with a very large 
toy. 

"And they pay me for it," he adds. 
Today Christenson will handle the 

tricky maneuver of getting the Desert 
Princess out of its narrow slip at Lake 
Mead Marina, through the maze of pri­
vate boats, and onto the open water. 
Lusch will supervise, assisted by Cap­
tain Jim, a green balsa wood parrot 
who swings on his perch in the cabin 
but seldom squawks. Christenson han­
dles the maneuver well, and the skip­
per offers a gentle critique of his 
performance once the Princess has 
cleared the breakwater. 

But it isn't windy today, as it so often 
is on this vast desert sea. 

"It takes a virtual magician to take 
this boat in a 45-mph wind," says 
Lusch. "We have the equivalent of 400 
square feet of sail area on the side of 
that boat, and it 
does make a dif­
ference. Just a five­
mph wind will 
move the boat 
sideways-and a 
45-mph wind will 
move it sideways 
as fast as you can 
move it forward." 

His counterpart on the Dixie also has 
great appreciation for paddle power. 
As a seafarer, Biller says, he hadn't 
given much thought to the workings of 
sternwheelers, and didn't until the 
early 1980s when the antiquated stern­
wheel system on the original M.S. Dixie 
had to be rebuilt. He did some research, 
and a friend handed him some vintage 
plans for building a Mississippi-style 
paddlewheel. 

"It was 1885 technology on how to 
build a paddlewheel with staggered 
boards, which makes a more efficient 
wheel." Instead of a single board span­
ning 18 feet, there are two sets of nine­
foot boards, offset from each other. "It 
takes out a lot of the thump and vibra­
tion, but you've got the same amount 
of push," Biller explains. The thrust of 

Of course, the 
days of those 
tricky landings are 
numbered. Work 
is nearing comple­
tion on a new ma­
rina, the Hoover 
Dam Ferry Termi­
nal, less than a David Christenson studies paddle dynamics. 

Photos: Gene Hertzog 



The M.S. Dixie /I (above) and Captain Jim Biller (right). 

the paddle still is noticeable. The short, 
slight lurch is kind of soothing. 

"The people who drove sternwheel­
ers had to have been wonderful opera­
tors and ship handlers," says Biller. 
"The old paddlewheels just didn't have 
the power and the maneuverability of a 
propeller. They did their best work 
traveling in a straight line, where they 
were very fast. They do about 30 per­
cent of the work on this boat." 

O
n its course from Lake Mead 
Marina to Hoover Dam the 
Desert Princess cruises past Big 

Boulder Island and just a few yards 
from the chief hazard to navigation­
Dead Man's Reef. The name is accurate. 
Boaters have been killed when they 
struck it. It is unmarked and sits either 
just above or just below the water de­
pending on the level of the lake. The 

captain keeps his eye on the reef 
as he passes. He explains that 
the National Park Service hasn't 
had the money or manpower to 
keep all reefs marked, given the 
size of the 290-square-mile lake 
and the frequency with which 
the reefs appear and disappear. 
The Desert Princess crew helps 
when it can. Christenson went 
to the trouble of painting a 
buoy, taking it out to the reef, 
and weighting it down with a big block 
of concrete. He is mystified why any­
one would want to steal it, but some­
one did. "I made it as ugly as I could," 
he says. 

Just another example of the bizarre 
human behavior both captains have 
witnessed on both lakes. 

"We had a seaplane land, make a left 
tum directly in front of the boat, and 

come to a stop," 
Lusch recalls with a 
shudder. Full engine 
reverse and some 
deft helmsmanship 
avoided a collision. 
The errant pilot was 
reported, ticketed, 
and grounded. 

"And it's really 
hectic when you 
have about 12 or 14 
jet skis running 
around you in little 
circles," he says. 

Dixie passengers take in Tahoe Sights and sun. 

Daredevil skiers 
have cut in front of 
the massive boat so 
closely that the skier 

Photos: C. Steven Short (top right) . Margaret Fava (bottom left) 

disappears for a moment from the cap­
tain's view Wake jumpers who come 
too close are often a problem. There 
have been no collisions with the Desert 
Princess, but the old Echo IV was 
rammed one time by a day cruiser, a 
type of long, low-slung speedboat that 
functions as kind of a floa ting cocktail 
lounge. They are popular among afflu­
ent single males. 

It is policy that the wheelhouse is 
open to visitors. They are welcome to 
take the wheel-although not aCtual 
control of the helm; that's against Coast 
Guard regulations. During the summer 

kids flock to the wheelhouse. Lusch 
recalls one lad who wanted to see if the 
114-foot Desert Princess would do 
"donuts." 

"It will do a donut, but I think it was 
kind of an odd sensation for some of 
the passengers," he laughs. 

Meanwhile, the Princess is slowly 
passing the giant intake towers on the 
backside of Hoover Dam, while the 
narration reminds passengers that 
despite persistent legends, there are no 
workers buried in the concrete of 
Hoover Dam. Lusch is scanning the 
walls of Black Canyon looking for elu­
sive desert bighorn sheep. He finally 
spots a family of Nevada's state ani­
mals standing on a ledge on the Ari­
zona side, watching as the floating 
behemoth moves in their direction. 

Captain Biller is receiving wheel­
house guests, a curious couple, 
as the Dixie enters Emerald Bay. 

Nearly all the passengers are topside 
now, hanging over the railing on the 
open, third-level "promenade" deck, 
admiring the view of Tahoe's south­
western shore. Off the port side is the 
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peak of tiny Fannette Island, with the 
ruins of a stone teahouse perched on its 
summit. Eagle Falls is disgorging white 
water several hundred feet above. 

Biller is watching the water. Emerald 
Bay is the only shallow water on his 
route. Off the starboard side, a dark 
shape appears. It's a log. He picks up 
the microphone of the marine-band ra­
dio and calls to warn the Tahoe Queen, 
another sternwheeler, which is a few 
miles behind. Large logs and paddle­
wheels are not compatible. 

The Dixie eases out of Emerald Bay, 

and most of the passengers go inside to 
get a beverage and watch a video called 
"The Sunken Treasures of Lake Tahoe." 
Captain Biller, leaning back in his chair 
and steering with his feet, admits that 
the job does lack serious daily excite­
ment. But there are times ... 

"It was July 4. The Dixie had pulled 
out for a 2 p.m. cruise." He recalls that 
Captain Bob McMasters was in charge 
that day. A few minutes into the cruise 
McMasters saw an object floating in the 
water about a half-mile off Zephyr 
Point. It was a man who had fallen off a 

Sightseeing Cru ises 
Cruise ships offer daily aqua­

escapes on Nevada waters. Chil­
dren's prices generally are about half 
the adult fares, which are noted. 

LAKE MEAD 
Desert Princess: The 300-passenger 

paddlewheeler cruises to and from 
Hoover Dam, where it has a new 
dock. In mid-May the vessel's base 
will move from Lake Mead Marina to 
the new Hoover Dam Ferry Terminal. 
Sightseeing cruises start at $14.50, 
with breakfast buffet $21, early dinner 
$29, and dinner-dance $43. A one-way 
voyage to or from Hoover Dam is $8. 
An extra $1 fee is added to tickets of 
passengers boarding or leaving the 
boat at the dam. Lake Mead Cruises, 
Box 62465, Boulder City NY 89006, 
702-293-6180. 

LAUGH UN/COLORADO RIVER 
Little Belle and Fiesta Queen: The 

ISO-passenger sidewheeler replicas 
take 75-minute cruises ($10) from the 
Edgewater. Box 29279, Laughlin, NY 
89029,702-298-1047 or 800-228-9825. 

U.S .S. Riverside: This 119-passen­
ger vessel conducts 80-minute trips 
($10) from the Riverside Resort. Box 
500, Laughlin, NY 89029, 702-298-2535 
ext. 5670 or 800-227-3849. 

Colorado River King: The 50-pas­
senger craft makes eight-hour round 
trips to Lake Havasu ($60). Blue River 
Safaris, Box 31998, Laughlin, NV 
89029,702-298-0910 or 800-345-8990. 

Del Rio: Based near Harrah's, the 
49-passenger boat cruises daily 
($12.95). Del Rio Beach Club, Laugh­
lin, NY 89029, 702-298-6828. 

LAKE TAHOE 
M.S. Dixie II: The paddlewheeler is 

based at Zephyr Cove, four miles 
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north of Stateline on Tahoe's East 
Shore. Cruises include Emerald Bay 
($14; ask about senior discounts), 
breakfast ($18), dinner ($14, or $26 
with dinner), and dinner-dance ($36). 
The Dixie recently increased its capac­
ity from 360 passengers to more than 

Tahoe Gal at Sugar Pine Point. 

500. There's a free shuttle from State­
line casinos. Box 1667, Zephyr Cove, 
NV 89448, 702-588-3508 or 702-882-
0786. 

Woodwind: The 40-foot trimaran at 
Zephyr Cove carries up to 30 passen­
gers and sails four times daily in sum­
mer. Basic cruise rate is $16. 
Reservations are recommended. Box 
1375, Zephyr Cove, NY 89448, 702-
588-3000. 

Tahoe Queen: The 500-passenger 
stemwheeler is based at Ski Run Ma­
rina. Cruises include Emerald Bay 
($14; ask about seniors' discounts) and 
sunset dinner-dance ($18 plus $18-$20 
for dinner) . Box 14292, South Lake 
Tahoe, CA 96151, 916-541-3364 or 800-
23-TAHOE. 

Tahoe Gal: The ISO-passenger pad­
dlewheeler departs from Lighthouse 
Marina from spring until fall. Cruises 
are $15 to $35. Box 7913, Tahoe City 
CA 96145, 916-583-0141 or 800-218-
2464 for information. 

The capsized sailors 
were whisked to the 

Dixie's warmest 
place-the men's room. 

jet ski. The w ind had blown his little 
craft farther than he could swim. Cap­
tain McMasters radioed the beach, and 
a rescue boat saved the man from cer­
tain death by hypothermia. 

"He would have eventually blown to 
shore, another statistic," says Biller. 

Sc3!cely a week later, a woman went 
into full cardiac arrest on a dinner­
dance cruise. The staff, trained in CPR, 
went to work on her. "And when the 
Coast Guard arrived to take her off, she 
was talking," he says. 

The next week, on another blustery 
day, Biller was a t the helm for the 5 
p.m. cruise when he spotted something 
shiny in the water. He steered toward 
the object and realized it was a cap­
sized sailboat. Two people were hang­
ing on. They had been in the 60-degree 
water for more than an hour and were 
in the early stages of hypothermia. 
Pulled from the water, they were 
whisked into the men 's room. 

"The warmest place on the w hole 
boat was in the men's head, because it 
was right over the engine room," Biller 
explains. He estimates the couple 
would have survived only another 15 
minutes. 

"It was three different instances, with 
three different captains and three dif­
ferent crews," says Biller. "And they all 
responded , and saved those people. 
We were walking on air for about a 
week and a half before we came back 
down." 

Real-life dramas with happy endings 
do not come w ith every cruise. Passen­
gers w ill have to be satisfied w ith 
breathtaking scenery, a cordial crew, 
and good food and drink. 

On the Desert Princess, Captain Lusch 
has his own passenger-gratification 
gauge. 

"When I look out the back of the 
pilothouse on the top deck during the 
summer," he says, "about 30 percent of 
the people are asleep." c::J 

K.J. Evans, media relations manager of the 
Nevada Commission on Tourism, is an old 
salt who has had his timbers shivered on 
numerous occasions. 

Photo: Larry Prosor 
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Roman Candles Bandini took along her watchdog, coincidentally named Caesar to shoot Caesars Palace in Roman twilight. Despite 
the many people who moved in front of her 4x5 camera, the scene appeors calm. "It's interesting that the longer the exposure, the more the 
people in the shot disappeor," Bandini says. "People just seem to walk right through it." 

Enchanted Evenings 
Casinoscapes at twilight. Photos by Gail Bandini 

La Vega photographer Gail Bandini decided to take a detour from wilderne photography to hoot the 
ca tie and palace of the Strip. "The city i much different- it' noi ier and crowded," ay Bandini, who e photo 

have appeared in uch publication a Destination La Vegas: The Story Behind the Scenery. "But in the 
wilderness, you don't have that kind of movement. And I got to learn La Vega allover again." \J 
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High Calibur This shot 
was a double exposure. Bandini 

took the first exposure at dusk, to 
catch the glow of the purple sky, 

and then the second exposure, of 
the night-lighted Excalibur, an 

hour and a half later She says, 
"I got lucky. I had time for only 
one try. I also had to hope the 

wind didn't move the camera." 

Palace Architecture The cool blue of the Imperial Palace in this image is trumpeted by 
two Caesars Palace statues. liThe Imperial Palace has such different architecture," Bandini says. "Of 
course, in Las Vegas you never know what you' re going to see next." 
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Sam holds the reins while Detroit dudettes lois (left) and Carin as well as young 
Jonathon enjoy the ride into the wilds of Northeastern Nevada . 

l 'm in the Jarbidge Wilderness on a 
pack trip with two groups of peo­
ple-ranch folks and city dudes­

who might as well be from different 
planets. Leading us are Kim, ranch boss 
of the Cottonwood Ranch, and hands 
Patty, Tina, Claus, and Marie. Then 
there's big Sam. He works as a guard at 
a nearby mine, but 
during his one 

and the women would follow But 
halfway through their week the men 
called it quits and headed for Las Ve­
ga . One of them called Lois from a 
phone booth on the Strip. He pre­
dicted, "You'll never make it." 

This summer's trip is the fourth for 
the female Detroit city slickers. (The 

guys haven't been 
back.) Besides Lois 

week of vacation he 
lives the life of the 
cowboy he truly is. 
He also gets the 
chance to exchange 
stories and experi­
ences with the six 
female visitors 
from Detroit. 

C3ne e{ tf1e men calle& 

~eis . ~e ~re&icte&, 

"yeu'// never ma<he it." 

there ar Alicia, 
Marcia, Carin, Jeri, 
and DeeDee, each a 
dyed-in-the-wool 
city dweller. 

The original plan 
this year, to tour 
the 10,000-foot-

Four year ago a 
group of Detroit men, inspired by the 
movie City Slickers, planned a vacation 
at the Cottonwood Ranch, a working 
guest ranch 70 miles north of Wells. 
When the men refused to include fe­
males, a friend and neighbor, Lois Ep­
stein, organized a women's contingent. 
The men would go first, for one week, 
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high Jarbidge 
Mountains by 

horseback, has been scrapped due to 
the deep snowpack. Ins tead, the 
dudettes have decided to work cattle 
and hor e at the ranch for the first two. 
days and then take a three-day horse­
pack trip into the Jarbidge Wilderness. 

In the lodge, the gang gets ready to 
leave. Patty is helping Kim pack the 

The clan (clockwise from left): Kim , 
Agee , Vickie , Horace, and Renee Smith. 

liquor supplies. Alicia and Jeri, the 
group's Girl Scouts, appear in their 
color-coordinated Miller riding jeans, 
layered matching shirts, silk bandan­
nas, and Dan Post riding boots. "Can 
we help?" Alicia asks. 

"No, thanks. Why don't you girl go 
down and check on the horses," Kim 
suggests. 

Patty, stacking bottles, says, "Jeez, 
Kim, are we taking all this booze?" 

"You bet," Kim replies. "The ladie 
said that if it came down to booze or 
clothes, to leave the clothes behind." 

While Kim and her brother Agee act 
as ranch bosse , their parents, Horace 



and Renee Smith, are the heart and soul 
of the Cottonwood Ranch. Horace, 65, 
still kicks up dust in his orange Ford 
pickup, keeping the cattle from stray­
ing. Renee keeps a garden that would 
make Martha Stewart swoon. They 
both help with the chores necessary to 
keep a working ranch working, with its 
500 head of cattle, 100 horses, and nu­
merous other animals. In fact, the 
ranch's day-to-day management is 
such a family affair that even the great­
grandchildren pitch in. 

So do the ranch guests. "We don't 
create jobs for our guests," Kim ex­
plains. "We just involve them in what 
needs doing. We find that this leaves 
the guests feeling good about them­
selves." 

The Smith family began guiding fish­
ermen and hunters into the Jarbidge 
country in the early 1950s. Several 
years ago Agee and Kim expanded the 
wilderness-packing business to include 
cow camps, fall roundups, a spring 
horse drive, ranch retreats, and even 
personal growth seminars. 

Carin (left) , Lois, and Marcia learn the basics of barbed wire on the range. 

Our party of a dozen horse riders 
and teamsters is ready to roll. Lois an­
nounces she has said goodbye to in­
door plumbing for three days, and with 
that we're off, riding up and out of the 
O'Neil Basin with Kim in the lead. At 
the rear is Sam guiding four pack 
horses. Soon the ranch is a tiny speck 
below us, and it's just us and the cot­
tonwoods, the lupines, Cottonwood 
Creek, and the big blue sky. 

"Oy vey!" Lois cries out, sprawled 
sideways on Nugget, one arm pushing Alicia (right) takes a lipstick break. 

On the trail , Sam showed his knowledge of leatherwork and cowboy coffee . 

a branch aside. "This horse wants to get 
rid of me, the schmendrick!" 

We stop in a meadow to give the 
horses a rest. I know it's time to roll 
when Alicia sits atop Dunnie, reapply­
ing her Lancome Shade No.3 lipstick. 

Hours later, hypnotized by the thud, 
thud, thud of the horses' hoofs and reel 
after reel of exquisite scenery, we are 
surprised when we turn a comer and 
see Claus and Marie waiting for us at 
Hummingbird Camp. "Welcome to 
Mosquito Manor," Claus greets us, 
arms outstretched. 

It's true-the mosquitoes are thick. 
I'm blinking rapidly to keep them out 
of my eyes and waving my arms so 
they don't settle anywhere else. Then I 
give up. The mosquitoes were here 
first. 

The tents are up. Dinner is cooking. 
Claus and Marie have taken our horses, 
and we are free to relax. For camping, 
this is plush. Our tents are perched on a 
hill, and a large mess tent and the 
campfire are down below. Even the la­
trine scene is first-rate-good ventila­
tion, an unmatched view, and a Playgirl 
magazine. 

After the horses are put to bed, Sam 
sits down and pulls out a piece of 
rawhide. He moves his knife through it 
in straight, unwavering lines. Then he 
tightly braids the strips, tying them off 
with five colored beads. 

The girls gush, "Oh, Sam. You can do 
anything!" 

"What? This? This ain't nothin' I do 
this for relaxation," Sam replies. 

Lois jokes, "I'm telling you, Sam, if 
you ever decide to leave that wife of 
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gers, Lois answers, "I kind of like it. I 
can just go to bed and not have to do 
the Mr. Potato Head thing. You know 
the routine. It's the cleanser, the gel, the 
creams. My boyfriend said the bath­
room echoed when I left." 

Claus has rigged an outdoor shower 
for us. Using solar-heated water, we 
can hide behind a makeshift vinyl cur­
tain and scrub away Lois, however, 
begs off. "I've worked hard to get this 
layer of dirt, sweat, and mosquito re­
pellent built up," she declares. "Now 
even the bugs are leaving me alone." 

The horses eagerly trot home, where the cowgirls find cold beer and hot showers. 

On the third day we begin the trip 
back to the ranch-fast. The horses 
know the routine, and they are far 
more enthusiastic going down than 
they were going up. 

From atop her horse Carin observes, 

yours, we'd love to have you out in De­
troit. Of course, we'd have to rotate 
you. Maybe a week with each of us. 
There could be fighting." 

Sam grins and says, "That's what I'm 
afraid of. I tell ya, I'd be so scared out 
there in the big city." 

We retire to the tents for our first 
night in the wilderness. Jeri offers to 
make the coffee the next morning. 
"Where do I plug in the pot?" she jokes. 

At daybreak we awake to cold 
mountain air and coffee of the Western 
gourmet variety-strong with free­
floating coffee grounds that settle at the 
bottoms of our cups. Sam declares, "If 
it ain't got grounds, it ain't cowboy 
coffee." 

We saddle up and ride to Big Buck 
Ridge. Kim pulls a cellular phone out of 
her pack and places the antenna on a 
rock. "This is our one concession to 
technology," she explains. "Just in case 
there's an emergency." 

Kim adds, "Knock on wood, in all 
these years we've never had a serious 
injury." Except for one, she remembers, 
when a horse fell on her 64-year-old 
grandmother, Nell Jensen. "She was 
hurt pretty bad-broke her hip and 
several ribs. My grandfather built fires 
all around her and rode back down to 
get help . The neighbors came up the 
mountain and carried her down. She 
spent six months in the hospital learn­
ing how to walk again. Now she's 86 
years old and one of Elko's most active 
citizens." 

Two nights into our wilderness ad­
venture I ask Lois, "So, what do you 
think? Ready to sign up for Camp Fire 
Girls?" 

Sitting back in a low picnic chair, cig­
arette dangling at the end of her fin-
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~ ottonwood Ranch has a horse drive 
Il,; May 19-25 and Six-day trips July 
through September ($995) . Cattle drives 
of three to five days are $125 per day. 
Ranch days are $95 per day. HC 62, Box 
1300, O'Neil Route, Wells, NY 89835; 702-
752-3604 (ranch) or 702-882-4548. 

Here's a sampling of other overnight 
ranches and trail drives: 

Longhorn Cattle Company 
in Caliente, 150 miles northeast 
of Las Vegas, has weekend cat­
tle drives May through Sep­
tember. Women can join the 
Ladies Only Longhorn Cattle 
Drive ($2,900), during which 
each dudette is assigned her 
own personal cowboy. Mixed 
rides are $2,400 for singles and 
$1,900 per person for couples. 
Box 96955, Las Vegas, NY 
89193; 702-388-9955. 

Helldorado Trail Ride is part of Las 
Vegas' Helldorado Days. The May 3-5 
ride is $75 (bring your own horse). Call 
702-870-1221. 

Tony Lama-Reno Rodeo Cattle Drive 
($795) in June is sold out, but reservations 
are being taken for '97 Call 702-329-4200 
or 800-TIC-RODEO. 

Hunewill Circle H Guest 
Ranch has cottages and horse­
back riding. A five-day cattle 
drive to Smith Valley for good 
riders in November is about 
$700. Box 368, Bridgeport, CA 
93517; 619-932-7710 (off-season 
702-465-2201). 

Spanish Springs Ranch, 125 
miles north of Reno, offers sev-

Long days end with songs around the campfire. 

eral three-day trail rides ($350). A Cow­
boy Clinic ($450) is July 18-21. Box 70, 
Ravendale, CA 96123; 800-272-8282. 

2R Riding Stables, behind Whiskey 
Pete's at State Line, 43 miles south of Las 
Vegas on 1-15, has full-day ($150) and 
shorter cattle drives. 1400 Desert Hills 
Dr., Las Vegas, NY 89117; 702-256-7433. 

For more information on dude desti­
nations write the Nevada Commission 
on Tourism, Capitol Complex, Carson 
City NY 89701, or call 800-
NEV ADA-8. Ask for the "City 
Slicker' s Guide to Nevada 
Ranch Vacations, Riding Stables, 
and Wilderness Outfitters." 
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"I always thought Nevada was one big 
desert. And you know what? I'm not 
telling anyone it's not. I don't want all 
of Grosse Pointe coming here." 

Soon we're back at the lodge. Those 

fb lew cew6e~s 

~ave s~ewn u.&' an~ t~e~ 

wait .&atient~ !er t~e 

.qart~ te 6e3in. 

who stayed gather to hear about the 
trip. Everyone's talking at once. I had 
expected a rush for the showers, but it 
doesn' t happen. We linger in our famil­
iar dirty clothes and skin, cold beers in 
hand, telling and retelling our stories. 

Later we sit on the porch eating pot 
roast, mashed potatoes and gravy, com 
on the cob, green salad, and strawberry 
rhubarb pie. The strains of Herb Jeffries 
singing "I'm a Happy Cowboy" waft 
over our heads and over the pasture 
where the horses graze contentedly. 

• Convertibles 

• Mini Vans 

• Specializing in the Leisure Traveler 
• Unlimited Free Mileage 
• Economy to full size sedans 
• 4x4 Vehicles 
• Luxury cars 
• Convertibles 
• Sports Cars 

After the dishes are cleared, the 
tables and chairs are moved aside and 
the lights dimmed. It's time for the tra­
ditional Friday-night dance. A few 
cowboys have shown up, and they wait 
patiently for the party to begin. Some­
one puts on a Virginia reel, and Patty 
shows us the moves. We dance and 
laugh, and dance and laugh, until we're 
too tired to move. Afterward we sit on 
the deck, admiring the stars. 

"Did you see that? A shooting star!" 
Carin exclaims. 

"Wow, there's another one!" 
Now we're all poised, heads up­

turned, ready for the next cosmic ex­
plosion. 

"I can't believe this! I've never seen 
so many, one after another." 

"There must be a planet blowing up 
out there." 

Then Agee's wife Vickie joins us on 
the deck. She says, "Girls, girls. Those 
aren't shooting stars-those are sparks 
coming out of the chimney." 

The next morning six sad-faced 
women trudge to cars with suitcases in 
hand. Tears and hugs are exchanged. 
Soon the city slickers disappear in a 
cloud of dust on the 25-rnile dirt road 
leading back to their reality, taking 
with them a little more wisdom than 

Our 
Vehicles 
Know The 
West 
If You need a car for the wilds of 
Las Vegas or Reno, or the wilds of 
Nevada's great backcountry, Resort Rent 
A Car has it. 

Find us conveniently located in 
Phoenix, Denver, Reno and Las Vegas 

Nationwide Reservations: 
1-800-289-5343 

they came with, and perhaps leaving a 
little, too. 

As the screen door slams shut one 
last time, I spot Vickie and Agee stand­
ing inside. A shaft of afternoon light 
seems to follow them as they waltz 
across the living-room floor to Muzzie 
Braun and His Boys singing "I'm Not 
Your Little Boy Anymore." CJ 

Robin Daugherttj of South Lake Tahoe is a 
freelance writer and photographer Her 
stories have been published in various 
magazines, including Adventure West, 
Yankee, and Guideposts. 

The author and her trusty steed Slim. 
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Spilling the 

beans on Nevada's 

java joints. 

By Kate Butler, 

Carolyn Graham, and 

Chaz Kasper 

Shelley Warne is queen of the Java Jungle in downtown Reno, where her coffee concoctions reign supreme on the bean scene. 

Nevada is brimming with coffee­
houses, those cosmically caf­
feinated retreats where java 

lovers can gather and indulge. Each 
coffeehouse has its own recipe for 
successful sipping. Some stir in poetry 
or jazz. Others add a quiet corner for 
reading or a cybernetic chat room. Here 
is a sampling of Nevada bean joints. 

Full of Beans: Las Vegas 

f or lleana George, coffee is a way of 
life. Growing up on her family's 

coffee plantation in Puerto Rico, she 
loved to suck out the sweet pulp that 
lies between the outer skin and the in­
ner bean of the coffee cherry She 
fondly remembers the aroma of beans 
at grinding time. 

So it seems natural that she and her 
husband Lance would become coffee 
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At the Cyber City 

Cafe, customers 

can surf the 
World Wide Web or 

send e-mail. 

roasters when they moved to Las 
Vegas. Now in its ninth year, their 
Whole Bean (3441 West Sahara, 702-
368-2633) is the oldest coffeehouse 
with a roasting operation in Southern 
Nevada. 

"We like to help our customers learn 
how coffee is grown and the stages it 

goes through before it gets to their 
table," neana says. 

Gunnysacks filled with arabica beans 
stand ready for roasting. The Georges 
buy several of their coffee beans di­
rectly from the plantations they visit in 
Central and South America. One of 
their newest drinks is Guatemala An­
tigua, which has a smoky, spicy flavor. 

The Albion Coffee Bar (2466 East 
Desert Inn Road, 702-792-9554) has a li­
brary of 80,000 books as well as a wide 
assortment of java blends. Owners 
Michael Burdo and Lisa Horine serve 
drinks like the Mexican Mudslinger, 
made from a large latte, cream de 
cacao, coffee flavoring, and half-and­
half. It's fun to browse the Albion's 
shelves of used books. On Saturday af­
ternoons, coffee-wired Rubinsteins 
play classical music on a grand piano. 

Photo: Aaron Lynch 



Lava lamps and computers decorate 
the Cyber City Cafe (2945 South Mary­
land Parkway near UNLV, 702-732-
2001). Owner Joe Kendall provides nine 
computer terminals where customers 
can surf the World Wide Web and con­
verse with coffee drinkers around the 
globe. (The cafe has a Web site at 
http://cybercitycafe.com.) For $12 per 
hour ($6 if you join a club), surfers can 
send e-mail, do research, and get travel 
information. This is the world's 47th 
Cyber City and the first in Las Vegas. 

Brewed Awakening (2005 East 
Sahara, 702-457-7050) is one of several 
small coffeehouses that present music 
and poetry. A quartet plays "Zen Jazz" 
on Saturday afternoons and invites 
other musicians to sit in. 

In fact, art-and-coffee houses 
abound. Poets in black garb gather on 
Tuesday evenings to share poetry and 
ballads at the Cafe Espresso Roma 
across from UNLV (4440 South Mary­
land Parkway, 702-369-1540). The 
Enigma Garden Cafe in downtown 
Las Vegas (918-1/2 South Fourth, 702-
386-0999) holds poetry readings on 
Thursday evenings and acoustic music, 
including bluegrass, on Saturday 
nights. The Java Hut (3860 West Sa-

City, Coffee Classics (1647 Nevada 
Highway, 702-293-2333) entertains cus­
tomers with poetry, harp, bluegrass, 
barbershop, or guitar performances on 
Thursday and Friday evenings. 

Roasts of the Town: Reno-Tahoe 
_ A high-octane aroma permeates the 
V' J-. air just outside the doors of Java 
Jungle (246 West First, 702-324-5282) in 
downtown Reno. Joggers and dog-

Ileana (center) and Lance (left) George enjoy the grind at their Whole Bean in Vegas. 

hara, 702-248-4844) hosts poetry read­
ings on Tuesday evenings, Wednesday 
jam sessions, an acoustic band on Fri­
day nights, and comedy on Saturdays. 
The monthly "Murder Mystery Din­
ner" is an evening of sleuthing over a 
gourmet meal and cappuccino. 

At Cafe Sensations in Green Valley 
(4350 East Sunset, 702-456-7803) cus­
tomers sip coffee on a misted patio 
while they listen to jazz musicians on 
Friday and Saturday nights. In Boulder 

Photos: Kate Butler 

walkers stop in, as do lawyers and 
judges on their way to the Washoe 
County Courthouse. 

"There are probably about 30 people 
who are regulars," says Harry Weiner, 
whose sister, Shelley Warne, owns the 
coffeehouse. "Shelley can recognize 
their cars and have their drinks ready 
for them when they come in." 

Java heads fueling up for the daily 
grind will find bagels and other pas­
tries baked fresh across the street at A 

Piece of Cake. As for the drinks, the 
Java Jungle was voted "Best Espresso 
and Cappuccino of Reno" in the 1994 
and 1995 Reno Gazette-Journal reader 
surveys. The cappuccino is brewed 
strong and topped by a cap of foamed 
milk that supports a layer of cinnamon 
and nutmeg. 

Despite its neoindustrial decor, Java 
Centrale (Smithridge Center at South 
Virginia and South McCarran, 702-828-

Bookworms revel in t he roast at the 
Albion Coffee Bar in Las Vegas. 

9194), two miles south of downtown 
Reno, is a cozy conversation spot. 
Couples cluster among the purple and 
yellow furnishings as they sip their 
raspberry truffle mochas and amaretto­
flavored lattes. 

Dennis Golden, who owns Java Cen­
trale with his wife Kay, says variety is 
the spice of their establishment: They 
serve more than 800 different coffee 
drinks. The Almond Coco-Mo is a cof­
fee concoction spiked with Ghirardelli 
chocolate and almond and coconut fla­
vorings, reminiscent of an Almond Joy. 

Java Centrale, which is part of a 
chain, has other sweets such as cheese­
cake. Live jazz flavors the joint at 8 p.m. 
on Saturdays. 

Coffee snobs will find perfectly 
perked beans at the Laughing C.A.T 
(5009 South McCarran, 702-826-3576). 
Owner and bean roaster Mark Fleming 
rises at 3 a.m. to fire up the roaster long 
before he opens the doors to customers. 

"Roasting is a very closely held art," 
he says. "I stand in front of the roaster, 
and I know the bean. It's in knowing 
the individual types of beans and how 
they respond to heat." 

Locals seem to appreciate his efforts 
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Frank Torres (left), Tony laMorte, and Erin O'Connor drink up at Cowboy Joe in Elko. 

as they savor the perfect cup of joe at 
the Laughing CAT., which also serves 
up a strong dose of camaraderie. "Caf­
feine is uplifting. It makes people very 
social," Fleming says. 

In Carson City, poetry and music 
percolate at Java Joe's (319 North Car­
son, 702-883-4004) on the last Saturday 
of each month. The tie-and-suit set gen­
erally gathers there for early-morning 
muffins or a lunch of BLTs and blue­
corn tortilla chips, while the evenings 
belong to mocha moshers dressed in 
combat boots and baggy pants. 

Coffee lovers of all varieties are 
drawn to the place, if not for the excel­
lent cappuccinos and melt-in-your­
mouth scones (a low-fat recipe of 
owner John Davis) then for the casual 
living-room atmosphere. In the historic 
building, which was built in 1873 and 
once housed a furniture factory and un­
dertaker's parlor, you can play cards or 
checkers while listening to music that 
can range from Cole Porter to Nirvana, 
depending on the tastes of the servers. 

In Gardnerville, Auntie M 's Es­
presso is a cozy coffeehouse crammed 
with antique coffeepots and other 
knickknacks. Sippers can snack on 
cranberry-walnut cheesecake with a 
Snickers latte while they scour the local 
newspapers and bulletin board. 

At Incline Village, the Village Coffee 
House (Raley's Incline Center on Tahoe 
Blvd., 702-831-7354) has served Lake 
Tahoe coffee drinkers for seven years. 
Amid freshly baked muffins, pies, and 
cakes is a relaxed setting where you can 
kick back and plan your next hike or 
mountain-biking adventure. 
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The Gourmet Barn (702-831-2772), 
also at Raley's Incline Center, offers 
gourmet blends of coffee as well as 
espresso, cappuccino, wines, cheeses, 
pastries, and dried fruits. Phil 
Strohmaier, who owns the coffeehouse 

Auntie M's is 

crammed with 

old coffeepots and 
other knickknacks. 

with his wife Rose, is a former farmer 
from California, and the decor has a 
farmhouse theme. 

The Village Cafe and Roastery (901-
B Tahoe Blvd., 702-831-7111), or "The 
Roastery," as locals call it, is dominated 
by an ornate coffee roaster. Coffee is 
roasted on-site daily Owner Kim 
Steenberg says the beans are tossed out 
if they've aged longer than two weeks. 
The Roastery hos ts "Coffee House 
Concerts" with live acoustic music on 
Friday evenings. 

Country Coffee: Rural Nevada 
£c> owboy Joe (376 Fifth Street, 702-
V 753-5612), nex t to the Western 
Folklife Center in Elko, serves bever­
ages to buckaroos, although the cafe's 
tasty blends are a far cry from the 
water-and-grounds cowboy coffee you 
find on the range. 

Owner Steve Stone says he never 
drank coffee before opening Cowboy 
Joe in July 1994. His favorite drink-he 
allows himself one per day-is a dou­
ble latte. One of Stone's specialties is a 
Caramel Cow, made with espresso, 
steamed milk, caramel, chocolate, and 
whipped cream. 

The front windows are decora ted by 
Northeastern Nevada Museum staff in 
return for free coffee. Cowboy Joe 
serves breakfast and luncheon sand­
wiches made on home-baked foccacia 
bread as well as desserts baked in local 
church kitchens. 

Cappuccinos and lattes are a rela­
tively new trend in rural Nevada, but 
Fallon 's Cafe Nations (960 Auction 
Road, 702-423-6828) is a bona-fide bean 
bar with espressos, teas, and pastries. A 
refreshing Italian soda can be made 
from any of the Cafe's 107 flavored 
syrups. "We carry just about every 
syrup that's drinkable," says Lisa Wat­
son, who owns the shop with her java­
addicted husband, Donald. 

The m ost popular liba tion is the 
Cafe's mocha, which patrons order 10 
to one over other drinks. "We make it 
very chocola tey," Lisa says. Cafe Na­
tions stays open till about 9 p.m., so 
sippers can read or relax. 

At Friendly Fernley Espresso (800 
East Main Street, 702-575-6262), a tiny 
drive-through joint on the east end of 
Fernley, owner Melissa Smith says the 
coffee craze is just starting to brew 

"Even some of the old ranchers stop 
by. They don ' t know what the heck it 
is, but they like i t," Smith says. She 
teaches "Espresso 101" to fancy-coffee 
newcomers, using a styrofoam cup 
diagrammed with how different drinks 
are made. Q 

Kate Butler is a Las Vegas writer and pho­
tographer who switched to decaf following 
this assignment. Carolyn Graham is Ne­
vada's jittery associate editor Clwz Kasper 
of Lake Tahoe is a University of Nevada, 
Reno graduate student who drinks only 
premium roasts for all-night study sessions. 

Wired on the Web 
Coffee commandos can find 
additional grind joints in the 
Silver State at Nevada Magazine's 
World Wide Web site. The maga­
zine's home page is accessed 
through the Nevada Commission 
on Tourism's site at http:/ / 
www.travelnevada.com. 

Photo: Kate Buller 



Both the author (above) and 
Melvin (right) have a knack for 
roadside discoveries. 

I firs t broke into Nevada Magazine in 
1974 with a story about Charles 
Carpenter, a weekend prospector 

from Sparks who panned for divor­
cees' wedding rings in the Truckee 
River beneath Reno's Virginia Street 
bridge. Assignments followed, and be­
fore long Editor c.J. Hadley promoted 
me to the rank of "contributing editor." 
It was an impressive title and paid 
about the same as panning the Truckee 
for wedding rings. 

As a rule I travel solo and work out 
of my mobile office, a 1973 Volkswa­
gen campmobile. But on one memo­
rable assignment I hitched a ride into 
the heartland of Central Nevada with 
Melvin and Bonnie Dummar.1t was in 
the summer of 1981, and the award-

Photos: Richard Menzies 

60 YEARS OF N EVAD A 

By Richard Menzies 
winning film Melvin and Howard was 
playing in moviehouses across Amer­
ica, including the Fallon Theatre in 
Mel's hometown. 

During our trip Melvin didn't force 
me to sing "Santa's Souped-up Sleigh," 
but he did playa demo tape of songs 
he'd composed in preparation for his 
impending debut as a cabaret enter­
tainer. Wisely, he hadn' t quit his day 
job, which as I recall involved the 
"multilevel marketing" of a powdered­
milk substitute. 

Melvin impressed me as an impul­
sive sort, an easily distracted motorist 
who can't resist taking scenic detours 
and who brakes for almost every­
thing-including a large bull snake we 
spied sunning itself on the two-lane 
blacktop near Cold Springs Station. 
Melvin wanted to shoot it, but Bonnie 
and I pleaded for clemency, and after a 
lengthy debate the serpent was al­
lowed to go free. 

I presume Melvin was feeling more 
charitable that cold, wintry night in 

1967 when he came across a ragged 
man lying face-down on the frozen 
ground just off U.s. 95 near Beatty 
Mel helped him to his feet and gave 
him a lift to Las Vegas. There, the 
dazed and confused stranger, who 
kept calling himself Howard Hughes, 
bummed a quarter and asked to be let 
off behind the Sands Hotel. 

Years passed, and the encounter was 
all but forgotten-that is, until April 

1976, when Howard 
Hughes died. Not 
long afterward a 

60th Anniversary Feature 
This article is one of a series 
recalling Nevada Magazine's 

60 years of publication, 
which began in 1936. 
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Traditional western hospitality takes on a new look at 

THE STOCKMEN'S CASINO 
The Stockmen's has been an 

Elko favorite for years. 
We offer aU the comfort, excitement 
& entertainment Nevadans enjoy. 

Now we have a new look, too! * Newly remodeled Casino * Artwork by Western artist Larry Bute 
.. Upgraded Restaurants 

Plus .. We're remodeling the hotel rooms in a Western theme. 
But one thing is still the same. 

The Western hospitality you receive at The Stockmen's will never change! 

Join us for dinner, a show, and gaming! 
BUT ONE NIGHT IS NOT ENOUGH ... 

Bring in this ad and receive one night at regular rate, then the next night at 112 price. I 

Some restrictions apply - Must be 21 - Sun. thru Wed. only - Good through June 30, 1996. 
Upon availability. 

Stockmen's Casino' 340 Commercial St . Elko, Nevada' (702) 738-5141 

GET IN ON THE SILVER BOOM TODAY II! 

NEVADA SILVER BONANZA® COIN 
Nevada is known as the Silver State, and Golden Triangle Bullion Co. of Las Vegas has minted a 
beautiful one ounce, .999 pure silver coin, called the "NEVADA SILVER BONANZA"" COIN 
in honor of this historical fact. 
To further honor this event, a beautiful color 8" x 10" "NEVADA SILVER BONANZA"" 
COMMEMORATIVE containing TWO of these specially minted BONANZA COIN" PROOFS 
mounted on the certificate has been created for your private bullion collection. 

A three-dimensional rendering of the State indicates important silver mining districts. 

BONANZA COIN": $19.95 + $1.50 StH 
NEVADA SILVER BONANZA" COMMEMORATIVE: $49.95 +$2.50 StH 

BEAUTIFULLY FRAMED: $79.95 + $5.00 StH 
ORDER NOW WHILE ISSUE PRICES ARE STILL AVAILABLE. 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE BULLION COMPANY 
4001 S. Decatur #117 Las Vegas, Nv. 89103 (702) 367-4044 
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mysterious, sealed envelope appeared 
at the gas station the Dummars were 
operating in Willard, Utah. Inside was 
Hughes' last will and testament, hand­
written on three pages of yellow legal 
paper. Among the several beneficiaries 
listed was the good Samaritan, 
"Melvin DuMar of Gabbs, Nevada." 

What followed was perhaps the 
most celebrated probate case in his­
tory. Millions of dollars were spent on 
legal fees, dozens of handwriting 
experts were called, hundreds of pages 
of sworn testimony were taken. Even-

In the movie, 
Melvin had to settle 

for a cameo as a 
soda ierk. 

tually the so-called "Mormon Will" 
was declared a fake-and an inept one 
at that. 

Melvin Dummar to this day main­
tains he had no part in writing the 
will. And he's not without his support­
ers, hard-core believers scattered 
throughout the roadside eateries of the 
blue-collar world who will tell you that 
he was clearly cheated out of his right­
ful inheritance by nefarious powers 
that be. 

True or not, Melvin's was a captivat­
ing story, one that would advance the 
career of director Jonathan Demme 
and win Oscars for actress Mary Steen­
burgen and screenwriter Bo Goldman. 
Melvin, who lost the starring role to 
Paul LeMat, had to settle for a cameo 
as a soda jerk-for which he receives a 
residual of $7 whenever the movie airs 
on television. A far cry from the $160 
million that almost was his. 

Did Melvin make the whole thing 
up? I can' t say I'm just sorry things 
didn't work out differently because, 
speaking as an old chum who used to 
car pool with him and who once 
shared a motel room in Wells with 
him, and as one who at least managed 
to mouth the words to "Santa's Souped­
up Sleigh," I figure it's highly likely 
that Melvin would have cut me in 
on a percentage. \J 

Richard Menzies of Salt Lake City has 
logged more than 185,000 miles in his VW 
bus in pursuit of hermits, eccentrics, and 
visionaries, of which he says the Silver 
State has more than its fa ir share. 



SPECIAL GUIDE NEVADA GOLF '96-FORE 

New Links 
Tee Off 

Notable designers put their names 
on new Nevada courses. 

By Don Weiner 

When Golf Digest published a recent roster of the 10 
best public courses in each state, the Nevada list in­
cluded such venerable links as Edgewood Tahoe 

and Las Vegas' Sheraton Desert Inn. It also noted two brand­
new courses-the Snow Mountain (Nu-Wav Kaiv) course at 
the Las Vegas Paiute Resort and Mesquite'S Oasis Golf Club. 

"To be ranked in the top 10 is an honor," says Carl Von 
Hake, the Las Vegas Paiute Resort's general manager. The 
7,128-yard Sun Mountain (Tav-ai Kaiv), the second of four 
Pete Dye courses, opens this fall in the golf complex near 
Mount Charleston. Awareness that Dye is the architect en­
hances the resort's prestige, Von Hake adds. "He's a re­
spected architect, and the fact that we're the only Pete Dye 
courses in Nevada generates a lot of interest." 

The Oasis, with its elevated tees and sandstone 
scenery, was designed by Arnold Palmer and , 

Desert scenery is in play at Mesquite's Oasis, 
designed by Arnold Palmer and Ed Seay. 

designed the Desert Pines Golf Club. Scheduled to open 
in November, the 6,700-yard public course is being built on 
the city's old Nature Park. Rees Jones, son of Robert Trent 
Jones and brother of Robert Trent Jones Jr., designed 
the public Seven Hills Golf Club that opens in Henderson 
later this year. 

At State Line, Tom Fazio will deliver the first of two 
Primm Creek resort courses by year's end. In 

Mesquite, California-based architect Cal Olson 
is designing the Player'S Island course. Ed Seay The Mesquite course was named 

one of Golf Digest's five best new resort 
courses of 1995 and one of Golf magazine's 
top 10 public-access courses in 1996. 

The desert-style 
Badlands was 

designed by PGA 

The Reno area also is seeing more course 

~ 
construction. Genoa Lakes, which opened 
three years ago, was one of Golf Digest's 
best new public courses in 1994. In 
Washoe Valley, the private Golf Club at 
Lightning W Ranch opened last year. 

Other new Las Vegas-area layouts­
most of them public courses-have 
attracted attention. The desert-style Bad­
lands course, designed by PGA player 
and commentator Johnny Miller, already I J h Set among the pines, the course was 

payer 0 nny /J de~igned by Northstar's architect, Robert 
is getting consideration as one of the sites 
for the PGA's annual Las Vegas Invitational. 

Miller ~ Mwr Graves. . F Jack Nicklaus' second Nevada course is 
Jack Nicklaus' SouthShore, a private course .e the Montreux Golf and Country Club. The pri-

at Lake Las Vegas in Henderson, earned such 
good reviews that Nicklaus was engaged to design a 
resort course on the lake's north shore. 

.....O;;;;;::~!!!!!!~ vate layout below Mount Rose is set to open this 

The private Sunrise Country Club made a splash with 
its water-laden West Course, designed by Jim Colbert, the 
Senior PGA Tour's Player of the Year, and Dallas architect 
Jeff Brauer. 

Due this fall is the Tournament Players Club at the 
Canyons, a resort course by Florida-based Bobby Weed and 
pro Raymond Floyd. Also imminent is the executive-length 
Desert Willow course at Sun City MacDonald Ranch in Hen­
derson, designed by Billy Casper and Greg Nash, fresh from 
their new Eagle Crest executive at Sun City Summerlin. 

Two sons of well-known designers are putting their 
signatures on Vegas-area courses. Perry Dye, Pete's son, 

Photo: Sal Maimone 

fall. North of Reno, Robert Trent Jones Jr. has designed 
the public Red Hawk Golf Club in the Wingfield Springs 
development. The first nine holes should open this fall. 

The Carson City area has several new public links in the 
works. Empire Ranch Golf Course, with 27 holes near the 
Carson River, opens next spring, and construction of the 
Silver Oak Golf Club is under way In Carson Valley, the 
Sunridge course is being built, and a course is planned north 
of Genoa Lakes. Meanwhile, in Fernley, Desert Lakes may 
open this year. \J 

Don Weiner of Las Vegas is a golfer as well as a copy editor and 
writer for View, a publication of the Las Vegas Review-Journal 
and Las Vegas Sun. 
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In less than 2 hours you can discover the other scenic drives of southwestern 
Utah's Dixie. And now with the new Johnny Miller Signature Course (Entrada 

at Snow Canyon) opening this Fall, there will be nine groomed golf courses surrounded 
by the colorful cliffs and mountains of our national and state parks ... all ready to 

challenge your driving abilities. These scenic and picturesque courses are open all 
year. Imagine playing 18 holes of golf in the morning and enjoying a drive 
through the towering cliffs of Zion National Park or a walk along one of the 

scenic trails of Snow Canyon State Park in the afternoon. 
In Utah's Dixie you'll always find reasonable green fees, uncrowded Golf 

courses and some of the worlds most beautiful scenic drives to discover all year. 

Send for our FREE 32-page visitor 
guide listing accommodations, golf 
packages and other places to visit in 
southern Utah 's Dixie. 

Call toll free 

1-800-869-6635 
WASHINGTON COUNTY TRAVEL AND CONVENTION BUREAU 

The Dixie Center 425 South 700 East St. George, Utah 84770 



STATEWID E DIR E CTORY 

Nevada Golf ~96 
A golfer's guide to course s in and around the Silver State. 

Nevada's golf courses involve a wide range 
of links experiences, includ.ing the desert 
layout of Reno's orthgate, the fo res ted 

Incline Cham pionship Course, and the stream­
side fairways of EmeraJd River in Laughlin. Fol­
lowing a re more than 60 courses in evada, 
around Lake Tahoe, and along the state's border. 
They a re open year-round unless otherw ise 
noted. 

Green fees and other rates are for 18 holes and 
subject to change. Most courses o ffe r twilight 
and off-season rates. The yardages refer to the 
courses' longest layouts. Most clubs have a pro 
shop, driving ran ge, putting green, restaurant, 
and ba r. Ea rly reserva tions a re hjghly recom­
mended at evada courses. 

Southern Nevada 
BOULDER CITY 

Boulder City Municipal Golf Course-City 
course, 18 holes, est. 1972. Director of Golf Bob 
Conrad, Head Pro Tony Fiorentinj . 1 Clubhouse 
Dr., Bould er City, N V 89005. Phone 702-293-
9236. Desert course, fa i.rly flat. 6,561 yards, par 
72. Green fees: $23 to walk, $31 to ride. Club 
rentals: $15. 

DEATH VALLEY 
Furnace Creek Golf Course- Publ ic (p ri­

va tely owned), 18 holes, est. 1933. Head Pro Rick 
Hei tzig. Death Valley, CA 92328. Phone 619-786-
2301 . World 's lowest golf course-214 feet below 
sea level. Temps reach 120s in mjd-summer (pro 
shop may be closed then). Recently added two 
par 5s (now four total). Archltect Wi.Wam P. Bell . 
6,093 ya rds, par 72. Green fees: Furnace Creek 
Inn or Ranch guests $30, non guests $40. Carts: 
$20. Club rentaJs: $10-$20. ational Park Service 
visitor center nearby. 

HENDERSON/GREEN VALLEY 
Black Mountain Golf and Country Club­

Semi-priva te, 18 holes, est. 1959. Head Pro Bret 
Mulligan . 500 Greenway Rd., or Box 91566, Hen­
derson, V 89009-1566. Phone 702-565-7933. 
Desert land scaped course with cacti, Joshua 
trees. New os. 6 and 9 greens. Architect Bob 

Golf Getaways 
You can learn more about Nevada 
courses and hotels' golf-vacation pack­
ages from these sources: 

Las Vegas Convention and Visitors 
Authority, Information Center, 3150 Par­
adise Rd., Las Vegas, NY 89109; call 702-
892-7575. The LVCV A has a map and 
listing of area courses. 

Map: Denise Barr 

Baldock. 
6,541 yards, 
par 72. Green 
fees, including 
ca rts: Weekd ays 
$45, weekends $50. 
Ca rts mand ato ry week­
ends and holid ays until 
noon. Cl ub rentals: $13. 

Lake LasVegas/SouthShore-­
Private, 18 holes, opened Dec. 1995. 
Head Pro John Hernd on. 29 Grand 
Medi terra, Henderson, NY 89011. Phone 
702-558-0022. Layout incorpora tes desert 
and 320-acre man-made lake. Future daily-fee 
courses a re planned . Architect Jack Nic klaus. 
6,878 yards, par 71. Members and guests only . 

Legacy Golf Club-Resort course, 18 holes, 
e t. 1989. Director of Operations Ed Francese, 
Project Manager Craig Smith, Head Pro David 
Barnhart. 130 Par Excellence Dr., Henderson, NY 
89016. Phone 702-897-2187 Lin ks-type course. 
Archltect Arthur Hills. 7,233 yards, par 72. Green 
fees include mandatory carts: $110 Mon.-Thurs., 
$120 Fri.-Sun. Summer rates Oune 21-Sept. 1) are 
$50 and $60. Twilight rate. Club rentals: $25. 

Wildhorse Golf Club-Public, 18 holes, est. 
1958. Head Pro Mike Elwell. 1 Showboat Club 
Dr., Henderson, NY 89014. Phone 702-434-9009. 

Reno-Sparks Convention and Visi­
tors Authority, Golf Information, 4590 S. 
Virginia, Reno, NV 89502; call toll-free 
800-FOR-RENO. The RSCVA, which op­
erates Wildcreek and Northgate, has 
information on courses and hotel golf 
packages. 

Carson City Convention and Visi­
tors Bureau, 1900 S. Carson St., Suite 
200, Carson City, NV 89701; call toll-free 
800-NEVADA-1. Carson has a color 
brochure on a number of area courses. 

The 7,000 Club 
Sixteen courses in the state 
are longer than 7,000 yards. 
Here are their yardages 
from the back tees: 

Edgewood Tahoe: 7,491 

Genoa Lakes: 7,263 

TPC at Summerlin: 7,243 

Legacy: 7,233 

Dayton Valley: 7,218 

Sunrise West: 7,212 

Lightning W: 7,203 

Las Vegas Country Club: 7,164 

Snow Mt. (Nu-Wav Kruv): 7,158 

Spanish Trrul: 7,107 

Desert Inn: 7,066 

Hidden Valley: 7,061 

Wildhorse: 7,053 

Calvada Valley: 7,025 

Palms Golf Club: 7,008 

Sunrise North: 7,005 

Formerly named Para ruse Valley, Showboa t, and 
Royal Kenfield . New $2.7-million clubhouse. Ar­
chitects Robert Cupp and Hubert Green. 7,053 
yards, par 72. Green fees incl ude mand atory 
carts: $110 Mon.-Thurs., $125 Fri .-Sun. Twilight 
rates. Club rentals: $20-$40. Shoe rentals: $10. 

LAS VEGAS 
Angel Park Golf Club- Resort course, e t. 

1989. Director of Golf Phil Green, Head Pro Tom 
Void . 100 S. Rampart Blvd ., Las Vegas, V 
89128. Phone 702-254-4653. Design by Arnold 

Carson Valley Chamber of Com­
merce and Visitors Authority, 1524 
U.s. 395, No. 1, Gardnerville, NY 89410; 
call toll-free 800-727-7677 Ask for the 
new color brochure that describes golf 
courses in the Carson Valley area. 

For more copies of this Nevada golf 
guide, as well as general tourist informa­
tion, write the Nevada Commission 
on Tourism, Capitol Complex, Carson 
City NV 89710, or call toll-free 800-
NEVADA-8. 
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PLAYAROUND 
ATCALVADA! 
Join us at the Calvada golf course 
Pahrump, Nevada for a truly u 
golf exper ence! Both cour 
Executive and the Champio 
fresh a r, lakes, and ws 
Charleston The shorter cutive Course 
is great for begi n ners, sen s, and fam li es. 
For lower hand cappers and long hitters, the 
Championsh p Course provides an exc iti ng 
challenge Best of all , the reaso nab le 
greens fees ma ke the Ca Ivada cou rses the ~iPJ.!.{I£I 
best value n Southern Nevada . So 
come on out and jo n the fun! 

. 702-727-C 
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Palmer and Ed Seay. Palm Course redesign by 
Bob Cupp and John Fought, who also designed 
Cloud Nine. Palm Course: 18 holes. Gently 
rolling terrain. 6,530 yards, par 70. Green fees in­
clude mandatory carts: $95. Twilight (four hours 
before sunset) $60. Mountain Course: 18 holes. 
Views of Red Rock Canyon. 6,722 yards, par 71 . 
Green fees include manda tory carts: $95. 
Twilight $60. Cloud Nine: 12 holes. Par-3 course 
using concepts of world-famous par-3s. Ughted 
for night play. 1,341 yards, par 27. Green fees in­
clude mandatory carts: $20 for 12 holes. Cart: $5. 
Club ren tals: $25. Night-lighted driving range 
and 18-hole putting course. 

Badlands Golf Club at Peccole Ranch­
Resort course, 18 holes, est. 1995. General Man­
ager Eric Dutt, Director of Golf Leo Simonetta, 
Head Pro Bruce McNee. 9115 Alta Dr., Las Ve­
gas, NY 89128. 702-242-4653 (GOLF). Scottsdale­
style course, built around arroyos. Carts have 
SkyCaddie system that tells yardage to pin. Ar­
chitect Johnny Miller. 6,926 yards, par 72. Green 
fees include cart and sleeve of balls: $90 Mon.­
Thurs., $100 Fri.-Sun. Twilight rate (after 1 p.m.) 
$35 includes cart. 

Canyon Gate Country Club-Private, 18 
holes, est. 1989. Director of Golf Andy Anderson. 
2001 Canyon Gate Dr., Las Vegas, NV 89117 
Phone 702-363-0303; pro shop 702-363-048l. 
Course has lots of water, sand bunkers, and 

T~\ Golf Groups 
Nevada's golf associations are active 
in organizing amateur events and ju­
nior programs as well as course rat­
ings. For more information contact the 
Nevada State Golf Association, Box 
5630, Sparks, NY 89432 (call 702-673-
4653) or the Southern Nevada Golf As­
sociation, 3928 Rhine Ct., Las Vegas, 
NY 89108 (call 702-645-3594). 

narrow fairways. Architect Ted Robinson. 6,742 
yards, par 72. Canyon Gate Country Club home­
owners and nonhomeowners may join the club 
for $27,500. Members and guests only. 

Desert Rose Golf Course--County course, 18 
holes, est. 1960. Head Pro Rusty Postlewait. 5483 
Club House Dr., Las Vegas, NY 89122. Phone 
702-431-4653. Moderate length, flat terrain. 6,511 
yards, par 71. Green fees include carts: Nonresi­
dents $60. Clark County residents $35 weekdays, 
$37 weekends. Twilight rates. Club rentals: $15. 
Recently opened million-dollar driving range. 

Las Vegas Country Club-Private, 18 holes, 
est. 1967 Head Pro Bill Farkas Jr. 3000 Joe W. 
Brown Dr., Las Vegas, NY 89109. Phone 702-734-
1122. Has cohosted the PGA's Las Vegas invita­
tional. Architect Edmund Ault with Ron Garl 
redesign. 7,164 yards, par 72. Members and 
guests only. 

Las Vegas Golf Club-City course, 18 holes, 
est. 1949. Head Pro Tom Carlson. 4300 W. Wash­
ington, Las Vegas, NV 89107 Phone 702-646-
3003. Very mature, lots of trees. 6,631 yards, par 
72. Green fees: Nonresidents $21.25 to walk, $30 
to ride. Las Vegas residents $12.25 to walk, $21 
to ride. Club rentals: $18. 

Las Vegas Hilton Country Club-Resort 
course, 18 holes, est. 1961. Head Pro Clif Vanetti. 
1911 E. Desert Inn Rd., Las Vegas, NY 89109. 
Phone 702-382-GOLF. Former PGA and LPGA 
tour stop. Architect Bert Stamps. 6,815 yards, par 



71. Green fees include mandatory carts: $125 
Mon.-Thurs., $145 Fri.-Sun. Twilight rates. Club 
rentals: $15-$30. 

Las Vegas Paiute Resort/Snow Mountain 
(Nu-Wav Kaiv}-Resort course, 18 holes, est. 
1995. Director of Golf Johnny Pott, Head Pro 
Scott McDade. Located 20 miles north of down­
town Las Vegas, near Mount Charleston. Box 
34570, Las Vegas, NY 89133. Phone 702-658-1400. 
Desert and mountain views, elevated tees. Archi­
tect Pete Dye. 7,158 yards, par 72. Green fees 
include mandatory cart: $85. Club rentals: $35-
$45. Sun Mountain (Tav-ai Kaiv), second of four 
Pete Dye courses on the Las Vegas Paiute Tribe 
Reservation, is scheduled to open in fall 1996. 

Los Prados Country Club-Semi-private, 18 
holes, est. 1985. Head Pro Keith Flatt. 5150 Los 
Prados Circle, Las Vegas, NY 89130. Phone 702-
645-5696. A short course with five par 3s, narrow 
fairways. 5,348 yards, par 70. Green fees include 
carts: Nonhomeowners $35 weekdays, $40 week­
ends. Homeowner rates. Club rentals: $20. 

Painted Desert Golf Course-Public, 18 
holes, est. 1987 Director of Golf Scott Greer, 
Head Pro Bruce Applin. 5555 Painted Mirage 
Dr., Las Vegas, NY 89129. Phone 702-645-2568. 
Desert target design features lush fairway land­
ing areas. Touring pro Robert Gamez holds 
course record of 62. Architect Jay Morrish. 6,840 
yards, par 72. Green fees include mandatory 
carts: $90 Mon.-Thurs., $100 Fri.-Sun. Twilight 
rates (after 1 p.m.) $48 Mon.-Thurs., $53 Fri.-Sun. 
Club rentals: $25-$40. 

Golfers at Angel Park try to avoid duck hooks toward Red Rock. 

Sheratan Desert Inn Country Club-Resort 
course, 18 holes, est. 1952. Director of Golf Dave 
Johnson, Head Pro Kevin Paulsen. 3145 Las Ve­
gas Blvd. South, Las Vegas, NY 89109. Phone 
702-733-4290. Hosted Tournament of Champions 
in the '50s and '60s, the Las Vegas Invitational in 

D eno/Tahoe 
fiInternational Airport 
lands you minutes away 
from all of Reno/Tahoe's 
great ways to play. With 400 daily 
flights in North America, including 

'80s and '90s. 7,066 yards, par 72. Green fees in­
clude mandatory carts: Sheraton Desert Inn 
lodgers $115 weekdays, $135 weekends. on­
lodgers $195. Club rentals: $25-$40. 

Spanish Trail Country Club-Private, 27 
holes, est. 1984. Head Pro Jerry Roberts . 5050 

Spanish Trail Ln., Las Vegas, NY 89113. Phone 
702-364-0357 Play on three 9-hole sections ro­
tates daily. Architect Robert Trent Jones Jr. 7,107 
yards, par 72. Members and guests only. 

Sun City Las Vegas Golf Club-Semi-private. 
Director of Golf Doug Anderson, Head Pro 

For a free flight guide, 
Visitor Planner or room 
reservations, call 
800-FOR-RENO. 

new scheduled nonstop service from Vancouver, 
Canada, as well as scheduled and chartered service 
from markets worldwide, Reno/Tahoe International 
makes it easy to get to the fun. For flight 
reservations and information, call your travel agent. 

Clockwise from top: daWing entertainment, Reno Rodeo, Great Reno 
Balloon Race, National Bowling Stadium, National Championship Air 
Races, Downtown Reno. 
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Shane Sanchez. Architects Billy Casper and Greg 
ash. Palm Valley Course: 18 holes, est. 1989. 

9201-B Del Webb Blvd., Las Vegas, V 89128. 
Phone 702-363-4373. Rolling terrain. 6,849 yards, 
par 72. Highland Falls Course: 18 holes, est. 
1993.10201 Sun City Blvd., Las Vegas, NY 89134. 
Phone 702-254-7010. Hilly, scenic waterfalls. 
6,512 yards, par 72. Courses are open to the pub­
lic, but residents are given preference. Green fees 
on both courses: onhomeowners $95. Club 
rentals: $20. Eagle Crest: Private 18-hole execu­
tive course, e t. 1995. Head Pro Jon Spatz. Sun 
City, Las Vegas, NY 89134. Phone 702-233-3096. 
4,067 yards, par 60. Private homeowners' course. 

Sunrise Country Club-Private course, 54 
holes. Director of Golf Joe Kelly. 5500 E. 
Flamingo Road, Las Vegas, NY 89122. Phone 
702-456-2440. Sauth Course: 18 holes, est. 1990. 
Rolling terrain, 1,300 mature trees. Architects Jim 
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Colbert and Gary Bickler. 6,986 
yards, par 72. North Course: 18 
holes, est. 1991. Players must ~ 
carry bunkers and water to , 
reach the small greens. Ar-
chitects Jim Colbert and 
Gary Bickler. 7,005 yards, 
par 72. West Course: 18 
holes, est. 1995. ewest 
18 at Sunrise is chaUeng­
ing with water on 10 
holes. Architects Jim Col­
bert and Jeff Brauer. 7,212 
yards, par 72. 

Laughlin's 
Emerald River 

Built to accommodate spectators, 
the desert-style TPC stadium 

course hosts the PGA's 
Las Vegas Invitational 
in Oc tober. Architects 
Bobby Weed and Fuzzy 
Zoeller. 7,243 yards, 
par 72. Members and 
guests only. Tourna­
ment Players Club at 
the Canyons, a resort 
(public) course, is slated 
to open in fall 1996. 

Tournament Players Club 
at Summerlin - Private, 18 
holes, est. 1991. Head Pro Tim 
Shaver. 1700 Vi llage Cen ter Circle, 
Las Vegas, NY 89134. Phone 702-256-0111. 

We is ditl'erent here. 

River. 
LAUGHLIN 
Emerald River Country 

Club-Resort course, 18 holes, 
est. 1990. Head Pro Joe McDermott. 

1155 West Casino Dr., Box 32220, laugh­
lin, NV 89029. Phone 702-298-0061. A target 
course along the Colorado River. Architects Ault 
and Clark. 6,809 yards, par 72. Green fees in­
clude mandatory cart: $38 Mon.-Thurs., $45 Fri.­
Sun., seniors $32 Mon.-Thurs. Club rentals: $10. 

MESQUITE 
Oasis Golf Club-Resort course, 18 holes, est. 

1995. Director of Golf Tom Carricato, Head Pro 
Brian Wursten. 2200 Hillside Dr., Mesquite, NY 
89024. Phone 702-346-7820 or 800-621-0187 
Desert course has moderate water, elevated tees, 
and views. Architects Arnold Palmer and Ed 
Seay. 6,982 yards, par 72. Green fees include 
carts: Hotel guests of Si Redd's Oasis $99, 
nonguests $150. Golf packages. Club rental: $20. 
Vista: 9 holes, est. ov. 1995. 3,524 yards, par 37. 
Hotel guests $30, nonguests $40 for 9 holes. 

Palms Golf Club-Resort course, 18 holes, est. 
1989. Director of Golf Tom Carricato, Head Pro 
Ed Stanfill. 2200 Hillside Dr., Mesquite, V 
89024. Phone 702-346-5232 or 800-621-0187. Front 
9 has 27 acres of water. Back 9 is hilly. Architect 
William Hull. 7,008 yards, par 72. Green fees in­
clude mandatory cart: Hotel guests of Si Redd's 
Oasis $55 weekdays, $75 weekends; nonguests 
$90 weekdays, $105 weekends. Summer rates 
lower. Golf packages. Club rentals: $15. 

NORTH LAS VEGAS 
Craig Ranch Golf Course-Public (privately 

owned), 18 holes, est. 1963. Head Pro Henry San­
d ler, 628 W Craig Rd., North Las Vegas, NY 
89030. Phone 702-642-9700. Tight course with 
7,000 trees. Architect was owner J.e. Stimson. 
6,001 yards, par 70. Green fees: $14 to walk, $21 
to ride. Club rentals: . 

North Las Vegas Golf Course-City course, 
9 holes (night-lighted), est. 1971. Manager Frank 
Cortez. 324 E. Brooks, North Las Vegas, V 
89036-4086. Phone 702-649-7171. A 14-acre par-3 
course, lighted for night play. ew tee boxes; 
greens and fairways reseeded. 1,158 yards, par 
27. Green fees: Weekdays $5, seniors $4, students 
$4.50. Weekends $6.50. ight golf April 1 
through Oct. $6.50 weekdays, $7.50 weekends, 
seniors and students $5 ($7 weekends). Carts not 
allowed . Club rentals: $10. 

Shadow Creek-Private, 18 holes, est. 1989. 
Owned by Mirage Resorts, this private course 
was conceived by the Mirage's Steve Wynn and 
designed by Tom Fazio. Play is by invitation 
only. 

Sunrise Vista Golf Course-Military course, 
18 holes, est. 1967 Director of Golf John Elkins Jr. 
2841 Kinley Dr., ellis AFB, NY 89191. Phone 
702-652-2602. Located on ellis Air Force Base. 
Flat course with four artificial lakes. For use by 
active-duty and retired military personnel and 
Dept. of Defense civilian employees. Other 
civilians can play on "stand by" basis. Adding 9 



holes in late 1996.6,818 yards, par 72. Green fees: 
Gue ts $25, military $6-$10, juniors $6. Cart $14. 
Club rentals: $5-$15. 

PAHRUMP 
Calvada Valley Golf Courses--Semi-private. 

Director of Golf Bill Cummings, Head Pro Billy 
Downs, Touring Pro Tom Storey. Architect 
William Bell. Championship Course: 18 holes, 
est. 1980. Box 220, Pahrump, NY 89041. Phone 
702-727-4653. Long layout has grass bunkers 
instead of sand; water on 13 holes. 7,025 yards, 
par 71. Green fees include mandatory cart: $42. 
Club rentals: $15. Executive Course: 18 holes, 
open Sept.-May, est. 1984. Phone 702-727-6388. 
Elevated greens and four lakes. 3,587 yards, par 
59. Green fees: $18. Power carts not allowed; $2 
for pull carts. Club rentals: $10. 

Reno/Tahoe Area 
CARSON CITY 

Eagle Valley Golf Course-City courses, 36 
hole. Head Pro Gary Bu hrnan. 3999 Centennial 
Park Dr., Carson City, NY 89706. Phone 702-887-
2380. East Course: 18 holes, est. 1976. Wide open 
course. 6,658 yards, par 72. Green fees: $21, twi­
light $10. Cart: $18. Club rentals: $15. West 
Course: 18 holes, est. 1987. A Links- tyle cour e, 
hilly and narrow. Architect Homer Flynt. 6,851 
yards, par 72. Green fees include mandatory cart: 
$37.50; $26.50 from 1-4 p.m., $18 after 4 p.m. 
Club rentals: $15. Public tennis courts and soft­
ball fields are nearby. 

CARSON VALLEY 
Carson Valley Golf Course-Public (pri­

vately owned), 18 holes, est. 1960. Owners Don 
and Lynn Brook, Head Pro Chris Goeschel. 1027 
Riverview Dr., Gardnerville, NY 89410. Phone 
702-265-3181. Tall cottonwoods, Carson River. 
Architect Red Swift. 5,760 yards, par 71. Green 
fees: $20. Cart (optional): $20. Club rentals: $10. 
Basque restaurant. 

Golf Club at Genoa Lakes--Semi-private, 18 
holes, est. 1993. Director of Golf Randy Fox. Jacks 
Valley Rd ., Box 346, Genoa, NY 89411. Phone 
702-782-4653 or 702-588-4653 (GOLF). Golf Digest 
named it the fourth best new public course in the 
U.s. i.n 1994. Architects John Harbottle and Peter 
Jacobsen. 7,263 yards, par 72. Green fees include 
cart: May 1-July 1: $60 Mon.-Thurs., $75 Fri.-Sun. 
July I-Oct. 13: $70 Mon.-Thurs., $90 Fri.-Sun. 
Wi.nter rates: $40 Mon.-Thurs., $55 Fri.-Sun. Club 
rentals: $30. 

DAYTON 
Dayton Valley Country Club-SemI-private, 

18 hole , est. 1991. Director of Golf Tom Duncan, 
Head Pro Jim Kepler. 51 Palmer Dr., Dayton, NY 
89403. Phone 702-246-7888 (PUTT). Up to six tee 
boxes on each hole. Three par-3s require carries 
over water. Architects Arnold Palmer and Ed 
Seay. 7,218 yards, par 72. Green fees include cart: 
$53 weekdays, $70 weekends, $25 after 1 p.m. 
Winter rates. 

WASHOE VALLEY 
Golf Club at Lightning W Ranch-Private, 18 

holes, est. 1994. Manager Mitch Brust, Head Pro 
Chri Thompson . 19 Lightning W Ranch Rd ., 
Carson City, NY 89704. Phone 702-882-0882. 
Front 9 is in the meadows, and the back 9 is in 
the pines and Sierra. Architect Robert Muir 
Graves. 7,203 yards, par 72. Reciprocal play for 
members and guests of other private clubs out­
side a 50-mile radius. Memberships available. 
Restaurant is open to the public. 

RENO/SPARKS 
Broakside Golf Course-City course, 9 holes, 

est. 1956. Manager Jerry Brown. 700 S. Rock 
Blvd., Reno, V 89502. Phone 702-856-6009. A 
level, open course next to Reno / Tahoe lnterna­
tional Airport. 2,882 yards, par 35. Green fees: 
$10. Seniors $6, student $3. Cart (optional): $16. 
Club rentals: $15. 

Hidden Valley Country Club-Private, 18 
holes, est. 1958. Head Pro Tom Dawson. 3575 E. 
Hidden Valley Dr., Reno, NY 89502. Phone 702-
857-4742. Long, open layout. Architect Billy Bell 
Jr. 7,061 yards, par 72. Members and guests only. 

Lakeridge Golf Course-Daily fee, 18 holes, 
open March-Dec., est. 1969. Head Pro Paul Lane. 
1200 Razorback Rd., Reno, 89509. Phone 702-
825-2200. Famous 15th hole with an island green 
i reached with a tee shot from a hillside 130 feet 
above the lake. 19th Hole Restaurant. Architect 

Robert Trent Jones Jr. 6,703 yards, par 71. Green 
fees include mandatory cart: $58 Mon.-Thurs., 
$65 Fri.-Sun. Twilight rates after 3 p.m. are $39 
Mon.-Thurs., $44 Fri.-Sun. Walkers permitted 
after 5:30 p.m. Club rentals: $25. 

Northgate Golf Club-Resort course, 18 
holes, est. 1988. Owned by RSCVA. Director of 
GoLf Ron Wrest, Head Pro Don Boyle. 1111 Club­
house Dr., Reno, NY 89523. Phone 702-747-7577 
Desert links. Host course for the PGA Ben 
Hogan Reno Open in '90 and '91. Architects Benz 
and Poellot. 6,966 yards, par 72. Green fees 
include mandatory cart: onresidents $46, 
Washoe County residents $35. Twilight $25 after 
2 p.m. Club rentals: $20. 

Rosewood Lakes Golf Course-City cour e, 
18 holes, est. 1991. Head Pro Mike Mazzaferri . 
6800 Pembroke Dr., Reno, NY 89502. Phone 702-
857-2892. Scenic course cut through the area's 

Not so much 
where you stay but 

how you stay. 

Apartments with everything you need. 
A versatile alternative to the cramped hotel room. 

• Catering to the corporate • Major credit cards accepted 
executive 

h rt and long tenn lease • 
• Carefully selected locations availabl 

throughout Nevada • Furnitur Provided By ........ 
• Co t effective with personalized Furniture Rentals 

ervic 

4900 Mill treet 
uite A-6 

Reno, NV 89502 
702-856-6020 

FAX 702- 56-6011 

(5mpo' CCf le m e,\'kle" cru' 
e/' ../{,n e,Cfca 

2810 W harlest 11 

uite 57 
Las Vegas, NY 89102 

702-259-7044 
FAX 702-259-7048 
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The Nevada Spikeless 
Golf Shoe. 

Carson Station Hotel/Casino 
Golf Group Packages include: 

2 Nights 
2 Rounds Golf with cart 

1 Prime Rib Awards Dinner 
1 Hr. Hosted Bar 
2 Breakfasts 

I.......;~.trom ......:-..-v Cocktails 

' Per ~rson, mId­
week, double oce. 

Groups Of 8 or more. 
Valid thru 10/96. 

Subil!ct to availability. 
Restrictions may 

apply. 

5 great golf 
courses to 

play! 

Saddle West Sam invites 
you to join the fun at the 

LIVE GAMING 
POKBI • CRAPS • ''21'' • BMo 

Rowm • KfNo • SLOTS • VIDEO PIIKBI 

110 DELUXE ROOMS 
FROM 829.95 

LuxUlllOUS SIHTES ALso AVAlABU 
FoR RESBIVATIONS, CALL: 

1-800-GEOOY-UP 

24·HoUR RESTAURANT 
BUffET • CONVENTION CENTBI 

Gil SHOP • ARCADE 

GOLF PACKAGES AVAILABLE 
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natural wetlands. Many birds. Architect Brad 
Benz. 6,693 yards, par 72. Green fees: onresi­
dents $25, Washoe County residents $19. Twi­
light $15.50 and $12. Cart: $18. Club rentals: $15. 

Sierra Sage Golf Course-County course, 18 
holes, est. 1958. Director of Golf Mike MitcheU, 
Head Pro Dennis Oliver. 6355 Silver Lake Blvd., 
Stead, NY 89506. Phone 702-972-1564. Front 9 
built by U.s. Air Force. Links style. 6,623 yards, 
par 71. Green fees: April 1 to Oct. 1: on­

onships Ouly 12-14, 1996). Architect George 
Fazio. 7,491 yards, par 72. Green fees include 
mandatory cart: $150. Club rentals: $25. 

Glenbrook Golf Course-Resort course, 9 
holes, open mid-April to mid-Oct., est. c. 1926. 
Head Pro Lane Christiansen. Pray Meadow Rd., 
Glenbrook, V 89413. Phone 702-749-5201. 
Charmmg older course nestled in the pines. 5,318 
yards (based on 18 holes), par 71. Green fees: $45. 

residents $23, and Washoe County ~.;;;;::-c: 
residents $17. Twilight $12 after 
2 p.m. Starting-time fee of $1 
per person April-Oct. Cart: 
$20. Club rentals: $12. 

Twilight $20 after 4 p.m. (9 holes). Cart 
(optional): $20. Club rentals: $15. 

Lake Tahoe Golf Course­
Resort course, 18 holes, open 

mid-April to mid-Oct., est. 
c. 1962. Manager Dave 

must negotiate 
Rowe, Head Pro Bob 
Billings. U.S. 50 West, 1 
mile west of airport, 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 

Washoe County Golf 
Course County, 18 
holes, est. 1934. Head Pro 
Barney BeU. 2601 S. Ar­
lington, Reno, NY 89509. 
Phone 702-828-6640. 
Front 9 is flat, back 9 is 
hilly. Built by W.P.A. 
6,695 yards, par 72. Green 
fees: April 1 to Oct. 31: 

numerous 96158. Phone 916-577-
0788. Located in an 

Pines and water alpine meadow. 6,707 
yards, par 71. Green fees: 

hazards. :Iii $42 to walk, $57 to ride. 

onresidents $23, Washoe 
County residents $17 Seniors 
and juniors $14.50. Starting-time fee 
of $1 per person April-Oct. Twilight rate 
$12. Cart: $20. Club rentals: $15. 

Wildcreek Golf Course-Resort course, est. 
1979. Owned by RSCV A. Director of Golf Ron 
Wrest, Head Pro Fred Elliott. 3500 Sullivan Ln., 
Sparks, NY 89431. Phone 702-673-3100. Champi· 
onship Course: 18 holes, open Feb.-Dec. Very 
hilly, lots of water, bunkers, and agebrush. 
Architects Benz-Phelps. 6,932 yards, par 72. 
Green fees includ mandatory cart: Nonresi­
dents $48, Washoe County residents $35. Twi­
tight $25. Tournament fee: $55. Club rentals: $20. 
Executive Course: 9 holes, open aU year. Rolling 
hills, lots of water. 2,840 yards, par 27 Green 
fees: $12. Cart: $20. Club rentals: $6. 

SOUTH LAKE TAHOE 
Bijou Golf Course-City course, 9 holes, open 

April-Oct., est. 1920. Course Manager Don Rad­
ford. 3464 Fairway and Johnson Blvd., South 
Lake Tahoe, CA. Phone 916-542-6097 Alpine 
meadow setting framed by Heavenly Ski Area 
and Freel Peak. 2,200 yards, par 32. Green fees: 
$20. Twilight rate $8 after 3 p.m. Hand carts only: 
$1. Club rentals: $5. 

Edgewood Tahoe-Resort cour e, 18 holes, 
open May-Oct., est. 1968. Head Pro Paul Martin. 
Box 5400, Stateline, V 89449. Phone 702-588-
3566. Host of national tournaments like the Am­
ateur Public Links in 1980, the U.s. Seniors Open 
in 1985, and the Isuzu Celebrity Golf Champi-

Early-bird and twilight 
rates. Cart (mandatory week­

ends): $12 per person. Club 
rentals: $20-$30. 

Tahoe Paradise Golf Course-Re-
sort course, 18 holes, open April- ov., est. 1960. 
Head Pro Dave Gilpin. 3021 U.S. 50 West, Box 
11376, Meyers, CA 96155. Phone 916-577-2121. 
Has six par 3s. Rest are par 4s for men; women 
have two par 5s. 4,021 yards, par 66. Green fees: 
$29. Seniors $21. Twilight $19 after 3 p.m. Cart 
(optional): $24. Club rentals: $12. 

NORTH LAKE TAHOE 
Incline Golf Courses- Resort courses, open 

May-Oct. Manager Mike Hail, Director of Golf 
John Hughes. Championship Course: 18 holes, 
est. 1964. 955 Fairway Blvd., Incline Village, NY 
89450. Phone 702-832-1144. Set among the tall 
pines. Archltect Robert Trent Jones. 6,910 yards, 
par 72. Green fees include mandatory cart: June 
14-Sept. 15: Nonresidents $100, Incline Village 
General lmprovement District residents $35. 
Early and late season rates: onresidents $80, 
residents $25. Club rentals: $25. Executive 
Course: 18 holes, est. 1974. 690 Wilson Way, 
Incline Village, V 89450. Phone 702-832-1150. 
Archltect Robert Trent Jones Jr. 3,513 yards, par 
58. Green fees include mandatory cart: Nonresi­
dents $50, Incline residents $25. Early and late 
season rates: $40 and $20. Club rentals: $25. 

Northstar-at-Tahoe Golf Course- Resort 
course, 18 holes, open May-Oct., est. 1973. Head 
Pro Jim Anderson. Hwy. 267, Basque Dr. at 
Northstar, Box 129, Truckee, CA 96160. Phone 

916-562-2490. Front 9 is open 
with heavily contoured greens. 
Back 9 has narrow, tree-lined 
fairways . Architect Robert Muir 
Graves. 6,897 yards, par 72. 
Green fees include mandatory 
cart: $67 Club rental available. 
Horse and mountain-bike riding. 

Old Brockway Golf Course­
Public (privately owned), 9 holes, 
open April- ov., est. 1924. Owner 
Lane Lewis, Head Pro Garrett 
Good. 7900 N. Lake Blvd., Kings 
Beach, CA 95719. Phone 916-546-
9909. Across the street from Lake 
Tahoe. 6,900 yards (based on 18 
holes), par 72. Green fees, 1995: 
$45. Club rentals: $15. 

Lightning W is Washoe Valley's first course. 

Resort at Squaw Creek-Re­
sort course, 18 holes, open spring 
to fall, est. 1991. Head Pro Bob 



Hickam. 400 Squaw Creek Rd., Box 3333, 
Olympic Valley, CA 96146. Phone 916-583-6300 
or 800-4GOLFTE. Traditional course set in 
Squaw Valley. Dress code (collared shirts). 
Architect Robert Trent Jones Jr. 6,931 yards, par 
71. Green fees include cart: $100 weekdays, $110 
weekends. Late-season rates available. Club 
rentals: $25. Caddies available: $30 for 18 holes. 

Tahoe City Golf Course-Public (privately 
owned), 9 holes, open April-Nov., est. 1917 
Head Pro Don Hay. 251 N. Lake Blvd., Box 226, 
Tahoe City, CA 96145. Phone 916-583-1516. 
The course was initially designed by May Webb 
Dunn. Challenging greens. 5,261 yards (based 
on 18 holes), par 66. Green fees: $35. Seasonal 
rates. Senior rates. Cart: $22. Club rentals: $12. 

TRUCKEE & VICINITY 
Graeagle Meadows Golf Course-Public 

(privately owned), 18 holes, open April to mid-
ov., est. 1970. Head Pro Bob Klein Jr., Hwy. 89 

north of Truckee, Graeagle, CA 96103. Phone 
916-836-2323. Architect Ellis Van Gorder. 6,680 
yards, par 72. Green fees: $33. 

Plumas Pines Golf Resort-Resort course, 18 
holes, open April-Oct., est. 1980. Head Pro Tim 
Fernau. 402 Poplar Valley Rd., Blairsden, CA 
96103. Phone 916-836-1420. Mountain course. 
Architect Homer Flynt. 6,504 yards, par 72. 
Green fees include cart: May 24-Sept. 22: $60. 
Spring and fall: $50. Golf-and-dinner packages. 

Wildcreek in Sparks is a past Senior PGA tournament site. 

Ponderosa Golf Course-Public (privately 
owned), 9 holes, open May-Oct., est. 1961. Hwy. 
267 and Reynolds Way, Truckee, CA 96160. 
Phone 916-587-3501. Mostly flat, heavily 
wooded. 6,036 yards (based on 18 holes), par 72. 
Green fees, 1995: $35. Cart (optional): $22. 

Tahoe Donner Golf Course-Semi-private, 
18 holes, open May-Oct., est. 1973. Head Pro 

Bruce Towle. 12850 orthwoods Blvd., Truckee, 
CA 95737 Phone 916-587-9440. Course is hilly, 
with many steep drops. Architects Roy Williams 
(1-9) and Bill Bell Jr. (10-18). 6,917 yards, par 72. 
Green fees include cart: $90. 

Golf Club at Whitehawk Ranch-Resort 
course, 18 holes, est. May 25, 1996. Head Pro 
Michael Kahler. 1137 Hwy. 39, Box 170, Clio, CA 
96106. Phone 916-836-0394 or 800-332-HA WK. 
New course in the pines. Streams and meadows. 

Discover five great golf courses ... 
Eagle Valley East and West Golf Courses, 
Dayton Valley Country Club, 
The Golf Club at Genoa Lake , 
and Carson Valley Golf Course ... 

These challenging courses, designed by such greats as 
Arnold Palmer and Peter Jacobsen, are tucked along the 
eastern foothills of the High Sierra ... all within an hour's 
drive of each other! 

You' ll find an affordable golfer's playground in the 
delightfu l towns of Gardnerville, Genoa, Carson City, 
and Dayton. Green fees from $25 to $70. And lots of 
places to stay at rates for every budget. 

Plan your next golf vacation in northwestern evada. 
Call for more information on golf courses, lodging, and 
special golf packages. 

1-800-NEVADA-1 
Carson City Convention and Visitors' Bureau. 

1-800-727-7677 

Photo: Lonnie Peck/Reno News Bureau 

Architect Dick Bailey. 6,950 yards, par 71. Green 
fees include cart: $75; same to walk. Club rentals 
available. 

Rural Nevada 
BATTLE MOUNTAIN 

Mountain View Golf Course-County 
course, 9 holes, open March to mid-Nov., est. 
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A good time to play is during the Sagebrush Golf 
Classic, which is held during Pioche's annual 
Labor Day Celebration. Golfers are advised to 
bring pieces of indoor-outdoor carpeting, as 
local players do. 

ROUND MOUNTAIN 
Round Mountain Golf Course-Public (pri­

vately owned), 9 holes, open Feb.- Dec., est. 1991. 
Head Pro Pete Summerbell. Round Mountain, 
NY 89045. Phone 702-377-2880. Mining company 
course in Hadley in Big Smoky Valley. Four tees 
on each hole. Self-styled Loneliest Golf Course in 
America. Ard1itect William Howard eff. 3,569 
yards, par 36. Green fees: $14. Gas cart: $18. Club 
rentals: $5-$8. RV camping. 

SPRING CREEK 
Spring Creek Golf Course-Public (privately 

owned), 18 holes, open March-Nov., est. 1972. 
Pro David Way. 451 E. Spring Creek Pkwy., 
Elko, NY 89801, 15 miles southeast of Elko. 
Phone 702-753-6331. arrow fairways, sage­
brush rough. 6,258 yards, par 71. Green fees: $14 
weekdays, $16 weekends. Cart (optional): $18. 
Club rentals: $10. 

WELLS 

No. 18 at Edgewood Tahoe is a scenic finishing hole. 
Chimney Rock Golf Course-City course, 9 

holes, open April-Nov., est. 1976. Head Pro Ron 
Springsteel. 750 Ventosa Ave., Box 430, Wells, 
NY 89835. Phone 702-752-3928. Three lakes, sand 
bunkers, and small greens. 6,130 yards (based on 
18 holes), par 70. Green fees: $14. Cart (optional): 
$15. Club rentals: $5. 

1991. Head Pro Roger Kreuter. 205 Fairway Dr., 
Box 201-14, Battle Mountain, NY 89820. Phone 
702-635-2380. Rolling layouts, doglegs, narrow 
fairways. Ardlitects John and Maria Heller. 3,009 
yards, par 35. Green fees, 1995: $12. Senior and 
junior rates. Power carts, club rentals. 

ELKO 
Ruby View Golf Course-City course, 18 

holes, open March to mid-Nov., est. 1968. Head 
Pro Rick Longhurst. 2100 Ruby View Dr., Elko, 
NY 89801. Phone 702-738-6212. Long rolling fair­
ways lined with big trees. 6,928 yards, par 72. 
Green fees: onresidents $18, Elko residents $14. 
Cart (optional): $16. Club rentals: $14. 

ELY 
White Pine County Golf Course-County 

cour e, 9 holes, open Feb.-Nov., est. 1957. Head 
Pro Joe Cullinane Jr. 1 Burch Dr., Ely, NY 89301; 
Box 150454, E. Ely, NV 89315. Phone 702-289-
4095. Flat golf course with narrow fairways. Sec­
ond 9 under construction. Ard1itect Bob Baldock. 
6,489 yards (based on 18 holes), par 72. Green 
fees: $11. Cart (optional): $18. Club rentals: $5. 

EMPIRE 
Burning Sands Golf Course-Mining town 

course open to public, 9 holes, est. early 1960s. 
Ken McCurdy, Town Manager, Bill Co uk, Super­
visor. Downtown Empire, NY 89405. Phone 702-
557-2341. Course has been built over the years by 
gypsum-mine employees in the company town 
of Empire (pop. 350). 2,007 yards, par 32. Green 
fees: Donations accepted. Carts not allowed. 
Tennis courts, barbecues, and picnic tables are 
located near the course. 

FALLON 
Fallon Golf Course-Public (privately 

owned), 9 holes, est. 1958. Owners Greg Lewis 
and Leslie Paul, Head Pro Randy Kroshuf. 2655 
Country Club Dr., Fallon, NV 89406. Phone 702-
423-4616. Set on the Carson River with tall cot­
tonwoods and willows. 6,426 yards (based on 18 
holes), par 70. Green fees, 1995: $14 weekdays, 
$13 weekends. Twilight $7 Cart (optional): $16. 
Club rentals: $7. 
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GABBS 
Sandy Bottom Golf Course-Public clay 

course,9 holes, est. c. 1958. Laid out on a dry lake 
bed, evada's oldest clay course is at the rodeo 
grounds west of Gabbs (pop. 400). 3,010 yards, 
par 35. Fees: $10 per year membership. Adven­
turesome nonmembers are welcome to play free. 

GERLACH 
Lucifer's Anvil Golf Course-Informal layout 

of more than 7,000 yards on the Black Rock playa 
north of Gerlach. Site of Black Rock SeLf­
Invitational in June. 

HAWTHORNE 

WENDOVER 
Toana Vista Golf Course-Resort course, 18 

holes, open March-Nov., est. 1985. Director of 
Golf Reid Goodliffe. 2319 Pueblo Blvd., Box 2290, 
West Wendover, NY 89883. Phone 702-664-4300. 
A long, narrow target-oriented design. Ard1itect 
Homer Flynt. 6,911 yards, par 72. Green fees in-

clude cart: $30 weekdays, $35 weekends. 
Carts mandatory until 1 p.m. week­

days and 4 p.m. weekends. 
Club rentals: $10. 

Walker Lake Country 
Club-Public (government , WINNEMUCCA 

Tall ehns ~ Winnemucca Munici-owned), 9 holes, est. 1952. 
Manager Gale Parcell. 
Hawthorne Army Am­
munitions Plant, Box 321, 

pal Golf Course-City 
and military homes course, 9 holes, open 

March-Oct., est. c. 1952. 
Hawthorne, NV 89415. 
Phone 702-945-111l. 

line part of the Head Pro Bill Phillips. 
1395 Mizpah St., Win-

Towering elms flank old­
est holes and shade the H th If nemucca, NV 89445. aw orne go Phone 702-623-9920. Flat, 
sta tely homes that were 
built for the big brass. 5,514 ~

/J well-bunkered course 
course. with small greens. Archi-

yards (based on 18 holes), par 
68. Green fees: $14 weekdays, 
$16 weekends. Cart (optional): $16. 
Club rentals: $5. Casino packages and 
dry camping available. 

JACKPOT 
Jackpot Golf Club-County course, 18 holes, 

open March-Oct., est. 1970. Director of Golf Dave 
Albrecht, Head Pro Gene Frank Jr. 415 Ace 
Dr., Jackpot, NY 89825. Phone 702-755-2260. 
Lengthy, undulating layout, lots of doglegs. 
Remodeled clubhouse. Architect Robert Muir 
Graves. 6,436 yards, par 72. Green fees: onresi­
dents $15, Elko County residents $9. Cart (op­
tional): $20. Club rentals: $7. 

PIOCHE 
Pioche Golf Course-The old mining com­

munity of Pioche has a rune-hole course carved 
out of sagebrush and dirt in the flat below town. 

tect Bob Baldock. 3,250 yards, 
par 36. Green fees: $12 week­

days, $14 weekends. One dollar 
off if you start before 7:30 a.m. or after 

6 p.m. Cart (optional): $16. Tennis courts and a 
playground are nearby. 

YERINGTON 
Mason Valley Country Club-Public (pri­

vately owned), 9 holes, est. 1964. Manager Lynda 
HunewiLi. 111 Hwy. 208, Yerington, NY 89447 
Phone 702-463-3300. Course is long, flat, open, 
and easy to walk. Ponds and irrigation ditches 
serve as water hazards. Another 9 holes going in. 
6,638 yards (based on 18 holes) , par 72. Green 
fees: $15 weekdays, $16 weekends. Cart (op­
tional): $14. Club rentals: $5. CJ 

COl11piled by David Moore, editor of Nevada Maga­
zine and veteran of the Pioneer Territory Golf TOllr 
and the Black Rock Self-Invitational. 

Photo: Larry Prosor 





Drive off into the sunset. 

The round of a lifetime. 

An unexpected challenge. 

And a legendary setting. From 

Lake Tahoe's pristine alpine 

beauty to the surreal 
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When the Donner Party passed through Nevada 150 years aa4~ 

and discord presaged the pioneers' tragic winter in the 

By the time the Donner Party stum­
bled into evada in September 
1846, it wa well on the road to 

disaster. The caravan was racked by 
dis ension, and its 86 members were in 
no condition to tackle the toughest 
third of the overland journey still 
ahead. They were running low on food, 
strength, and confidence at the worst 
pos ible time. 

"Anguish and dismay now filled all 
hearts," Eliza P Donner Houghton, a 
daughter of party captain George Don­
ner, later wrote of the group's mood 
upon entering evada. "Husbands 
bowed their heads, appalled at the situ­
ation of their families .. . Mothers in 
tearles agony clasped their children to 
their bosoms with the old, old cry, 
'Father, Thy will, not mine, be done. "' 

Unfortunately, the worst fear of 
Houghton and other members were 
soon realized. The six-week Nevada 
crossing- whose 150th anniversary is 
this year- was a total disaster that 
helped et the stage for one of the we t­
ward migration's greatest tragedies. 
Along the way, one member wa killed 
by a traveling companion. Another 
died under suspicious circumstance . 
Yet another wa left behind to die on 
the trail. Many members starved to 
death, and others resorted to cannibal­
ism to survive when stranded in the 

Illustration: Brian SWIft Map: Gary Elam 

By Martin Griffith 

Sierra Nevada about 30 miles west of 
Reno in the winter of 1846-47 

The Donner Party con i ted of about 
a dozen families who banded together 
in Wyoming after pulling up roots in 
the Midwe t. The group had no major 
problems until it gambled on a short­
cut, the Hastings Cutoff, between Fort 
Bridger in Wyoming and the Hum­
boldt River in Nevada . Their longer-

than-expected crossings of the Wa atch 
Range and Great Salt Lake Desert in 
Utah left them demoralized and ex­
hausted by the time they reached 
Nevada. 

The Donner Party's farmers were un­
prepared for what loomed ahead on 
the Nevada desert. At the time Nevada 
wa a wilderness under Mexican con­
trol without a single trading post. 

OREGON : IDAHO 

The Donner Party Route _ . _ . --. _. _. _ . _ . f;r;;-· -
Snyder Hill 

., 
~, 
('~~ Tonopah. 

"9-1< • 
~, 

Wells 

MILES 

o 50 100 

The Donner Party took nearly two months to cross present-day Nevada. 
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Nearly half, 42, of the 
party's members were 
16 years of age or 
younger, and the num­
ber of children con­
tributed to the party's 
slowness. The party also 
was plagued by personal­
ity conflicts and a lack of 
leadership. 

As the emigrants entered 
Nevada near present-day Wen­
dover, about September 11, a snow­
storm and shortage of food caused 
them considerable anxiety and fear. 
Charles Stanton and William Mc­
Cutcheon agreed to go ahead to Sut­
ter's Fort in the Sacramento Valley and 
bring food back to the party. 

"The apprehension of delay from 
[snow] and of scarcity [of food] made 
the mothers tremble," survivor John 
Breen wrote of the mood then. "But 
they knew that to give way was to 

Survivors included 
Eliza Donner 
Houghton (left) 
and James Reed 
(below). At right 
are Breen family 
descendants Joseph 
Cull umber (left), 
Gladys Hargous, 
and Edward 
Ordway Jr. on the 
Forty-Mile Desert. 

make un-
avoidable that 
which they 
dreaded, and 
they put the 
best possible 
face on to 
meet their 
discourage-

ments. The 
men were irrita­

ble and impa­
tient." 
The group en­

countered no major 
problems on the Hastings 

Cutoff in Nevada. Party members 
raved about the grass and water in 
Ruby Valley southeast of present-day 
Elko. But the Ruby Mountains formed 
a major barrier that took about an extra 
week to get around. 

Members were following the tracks 
of an emigrant train led by Lansford 
Hastings, a smooth-talking guide who 
had blazed the "cutoff" that summer. 
They cursed Hastings for his misrepre­
sentations of the route. Had the com-

pany stayed on the main trail, it would 
have reached the Humboldt River 
about two weeks earlier and made it 
safely over the Sierra. 

One of the few happy moments for 
the Donner Party in Nevada came 
about September 26 when the group 
rejoined the regular trail on the Hum­
boldt just west of Elko. The pioneers 
were relieved to be on the main route 
again, but they knew they were in trou­
ble. Man and beast alike were worn 
out, and food was dwindling fast. 

"Day after day, from dawn to twi­
light, we moved onward, never stop­
ping, except to give the oxen the 
necessary nooning, or to give them 
drink when water was available," 
Houghton wrote. 

The cattle of brothers George and 
Jacob Donner were in fairly good 
shape, so their families pushed ahead 
on the Humboldt. The Donner Party 
seldom traveled together after this, 
leaving the travelers more vulnerable 
to Indian attacks. The theft and slaugh­
ter of more than 50 head of cattle on the 
Humboldt and Truckee rivers would 

150th Anniversary Events 
D

onner Party enthusiasts can par­
ticipate in two events taking 
place in mid-August in conjunc­

tion with the 150th anniversary of the 
party's ill-fated journey 

About 800 "rut nuts" from across 
the country are expected to gather 
August 14-18 in Elko to discuss the 
Donner Party tragedy at the Annual 
Convention of the Oregon-Califor­
nia Trails Association. The ga ther­
ing will feature tours of the Hastings 
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Cutoff and main California Trail in 
Elko County There will be confer­
ences on the Donner Party, a Basque 
barbecue, and a program by cowboy 
poets, including Waddie Mitchell of 
Elko. Paul Sawyer and Bob Pearce, 
both of Elko, are convention cochair­
men. Phone Sawyer (702-738-5366) or 
the OCTA (816-252-2276) for further 
information. 

Meanwhile, about 8,000 other 
Donner Party buffs are anticipated 

August 15-18 at Reno's Peppermill 
Hotel and Donner Memorial State 
Park near Truckee for California 
Trail Days '96 and Donner Party 
Sesquicentennial. The program in­
cludes a wagon train, Emigrant Trail 
tours, a Chautauqua, descendants' 
family reunions, and a Donner Party 
conference. Contact coordinator 
Frankye Craig, Box 16093, South 
Lake Tahoe, CA 96151, phone 916-
544-3053, for cost and schedule. 

Photos: Bancroft Library (left and center). Martin Griffith (right) 



prove costly to emigrants who would 
need every pound of meat later on. 

After a week on the Humboldt, 
about October 5, the Donner Party suf­
fered a tragic turn for the worse. James 
Reed, one of the party's leaders, 
stabbed John Snyder to death in a dis­
pute that stemmed from troubles dri­
ving wagons up a steep, sandy hill east 
of Golconda. Reed claimed self­
defense, but witnesses gave conflicting 
accounts. A council was held, and some 
said Reed deserved to hang. Instead, he 
was banished from the party and 
forced to leave his family behind. 

The stabbing was a defining moment 
for the Donner Party and revealed a 
great deal about its collective state of 
mind. The threat of starvation and 
snow in the Sierra caused the emigrants 
to rush and panic across Nevada. The 
pressure proved too much- they 
finally were at the breaking point. 

Some members disliked Reed and 
blamed him for the party's desperate 
situation. But others maintained his 
banishment deprived the party of its 
only true leader at a time when leader-

This hill east of Golconda may be the 
fateful spot where James Reed stabbed 
John Snyder. Reed was then banished. 

ship was sorely needed. Reed was a 
businessman who served in the same 
company as Abraham Lincoln during 
the Blackhawk War. Reed, not George 
Donner, had called most of the shots 
after the party's decision to take the 
Hastings Cutoff. 

"I have always thought that this 
[banishment] was a misfortune for the 

Photo: Martin Griffith 

COLDWeLL 
BANl(eRC 

ITILDO INC. 
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Expect The Best 
Whether you are relocating, retiring, or looking for an 
investment in the Carson Valley, we specialize in 
providing all your real estate needs from industrial to 
commercial, residential to ranches, be it property 
management or investment counseling. 

We do it all! 

1625 Main Street · P.O. Box 2320 
Minden, Nevada 89423 

(702) 782-2205 
1-800-666-5051 

................................................ 

• To order these audio 
cassette tape tours with 
maps of the Las Vegas 
area. send check for 
S29.90 for the '3 FOR THE PRICE 
OF 2 SPECIAL above or S1 4.95 
for just one. (Check the box.) 
Send your name and address on separate paper to: --....... ~ 

BUY TWO- · GET ONE FREEl • 
$29.90 · • 

(W ith this coupon only) • 
o TOUR # l. LAS VEGAS · o TOUR #2. RED ROCK • 

CANYON · • o TOUR #3. VALLEY • 
OF FIRE · • Reg. price;s $ 14.95 each 

DRIVE-YOURSELF TOURS • • 8170 S. Eastern Ave. #4·278 • 
Las Vegas, NV 89123 • 

• Over 100 points of interest including celebrities' homes. factories. museums. state & federal parks. & much more. 
• Tapes are also available at the Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce. (More a reas to follow.) · ............................................................... 
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NEVADA MARKETPLACE & CLASSIFIEDS 

BED & BREAKFAST 

THE HOYE M ANSION 
A Bed & Breakfast Inn - Est. 1871 

The beautiful Hoye M ansion has been 
lovingly restored with five theme 

rooms for visitors and guests 

HOTELS/LODGING 

LAKE TAHOE 
Lake Village Vacation Condos 
2, 3 & 4 8drm. fully equipped condos, 

located in the beautiful pine forest of Lake 
Tahoe, 2 min. to casino; 10 min. to Heavenly. 

For brochure, info. and reservations, 
call (800) 635-0066 

Hatel CasiDa - BV 
WINNEMUCCA 

RV rARK 58 level , paved , pull­
through spaces with full hook­
ups - Children's Arcade! 

HOTEL 75 rooms , with seasonal 
pool - 24-Hour Restaurant! 

CASINO Full service casino -
Slots , 21 , Keno , Sportsbook & 
Let It Ride Poker 

1130 W. Winnemucca Blvd. 
Resv: (800) 645-5658 

(702) 623-2588 

._'i.iM·i • 

." .••.••••• J. ...• ~ .. , ... 
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LAKE TAHOE 
Spring Special 
4 Days forthe Price of 2 

Homes· Condos · Chalets 

800·544·3234 

RECREATION/ADVENTURE 

Mild to Wild Voyages 
Whitewater Rafting" Kayaklng Action 

California and Nevada Rivers 
Call toll-free for Adventure Brochure 

RAM of Reno, 1-800-488-7238 

REAL ESTATE 

10 ACRES $7,950 
$ 50 DOWN, $ 90 MONTH 

9 .5% interest - J68 m onths 

Ran(h land in Elko County - Northeast Nevada 
1-800-373-6538 

Bud Aldrich, Owner/ Bkr · Box 3178, Reno, NV 89505 

MISCELLANEOUS 

J.B. HUNT 
(lUST On BI TS & SPU HS 
Restoration · Repair · Custom Work 

Leather Goods 

395 Hwy. 395 N., Washoe Valley. NV 69704 (702)849·2880 

INC. in TAX-FREE 
WYOMING OR NEVADA 

Gain Privacy, Anonymity, Asset Protec­
tion & Tax savings. Leam how. Even if 
already incorporated. Beats Delaware. 
Full office services in WYO & NEV. 
Serving you for over 23 years . 
FREE info: 1·800/648·0966. 

G
~ The Laughlin Bldg. 

~~. Carson City, NV 89706 
;~ Also Califomia Corps. 

• _;, Guaranteed 24 Hr. Service 

HOOVER DAM VIDEO 
" NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK " 

Told by those who built the Dam and Boulder City. 
2 years in production - 400 master scenes. 

70 minutes - S23.50 including S & H 
William Mors Productions - 3108 Colanthe Avenue 

Las Vegas, NV. 89102 

• • • 
$1.98/min. Why gamble your future? 

Personal readinst assures success. 
It' s confidential. Call Nowl 

For more Information about placing an ad 

on this page, please call Susan Wunsch 

at Nevada Magazine, 702-887-5418 . 

MISCELLANEOUS 

All W estern Poro/e gol S e rvices, Inc. 

INCORPORATE IN TAX·FREE 
-"'aww- NEVADA _jill)". 

1-800-201-8970 
Internet : http://_ .allweste rn.cam 

Re no, Ne vada (702) 786-4935 

BOOKS 

SCIENCE FICTION STORE Books, souvenirs, 
contests, speakers, magazines, mail order. Mary­
land Square, 3661 Maryland Parkway #44, Las 
Vegas, NV 89109. 

SUN MOUNTAIN BOOKS. Great selection: 
Western, Nevada, Cowboy Poetry, Humor, Art , 
Native Americans, Western History, Horseman 
titles, and much more. Send $2.00 (refundable 
with first order) for exciting catalog . P.O. Box 
743, Virginia City, NV 89440. 

GALLERIES 

OIL PAINTINGS of old trains & stagecoaches 
by ROZZI. Free brochure. Write: 1041 Franklin 
Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89104, or call : 702-384-
9786. 

OPPORTUNITIES 

XJ RANCH PLAINS BISON (BUFFALO) Hardy 
Great Basin acclimated breeding stock avail­
able. Starter stock available for fall delivery. 
Contact: XJ Ranch , Jiggs, NV 89801 or phone 
702-753-4465. 

REAL ESTATE 

RENTALS - TONOPAH BARGAIN 1 & 2 BR. 
Apartments , $200 $250, Modern , Cool , Se­
cure , Quiet, P.O. Box 2040, Tonopah 89049. 
702-482-9386 . 

AFFORDABLE RETIREMENT CENTRAL 
NEVADA STYLE Fish & Golf - cool 6000 ft . elev., 
2 acres with 260 ft . of Kingston Creek Frontage. 
Fish from your own land. Utilities on the prop­
erty. $9000.00. & Horses OK. FREE CATALOG 
OF PROPERTIES. FREE SMOKY VALLEY 
BROCHURES. Nevada Lands Office Realtor, 
Austin, NV 89310 (702-964-2483 any1ime) 

SMALL ELEGANT INN. ELY, NEVADA Five 
Rms/PB, Innkeepers' Qtrs, Commercial Kitchen. 
Restaurant Possible. $550,000. 702-435-1196 
Oct-May; 702-289-4023 June-Sept. 

TOURS 

GRAND CANYON TOURS Serving Las Vegas 
visitors since 1982. Air, air-ground, motorcoach 
and helicopter tours departing daily. Agents wel­
come. 702-655-6060. 

CUSTOM DESERT TOURS Discover the 
beautiful Nevada Desert by 4x4. P.O. Box 725, 
Beatty, NV 89003. (702) 553-9021 



whole party as Reed was an intelligent 
and energetic Man, and if he had 
remained the party might of got 
through," Breen wrote. 

Relations among members worsened 
after the stabbing. Several days later an 
elderly Belgian man named Hardcoop 
was abandoned near Winnemucca. He 
was kicked out of a wagon on a sandy 
stretch to lighten the load for weak 
oxen. He was last seen sitting by the 
trail. 

Some members wanted to go back 
and search for Hardcoop, but those 
with horses would not share them. 
Clearly, the Donner Party was no 
longer a company It was only a 
number of family groups, each for 
itself. Their growing obsession with 

Many were 
starving as they 
crawled up the 

Truckee Canyon. 

self-survival portended disaster. As 
Houghton wrote, "Who could peer into 
the near future and read between its 
lines the greater suffering which Mr. 
Hardcoop had escaped, or the trials in 
store for us?" 

The suspicious death of a member 
named Wolfinger provided further 
proof of the group's quick degenera­
tion. Some members maintained 
Wolfinger was killed for his money by 
two fellow Germans. The suspects 
blamed Indians. 

About 17 days of travel on the Hum­
boldt brought the Donner Party to the 
dreaded Forty-Mile Desert. The cattle 
were so weak that almost everyone was 
forced to walk by now, even children. 
The entire Donner Party reunited near 
Lovelock but soon broke up again un­
der the strain. 

"After leaving the sink of the Hum­
boldt the company as if by mutual con­
sent dissolved, or gradually separated," 
Breen wrote, adding that "the teams 
and people were worn out and had 
little energy left." 

The pioneers staggered across the 
Forty-Mile Desert, reaching the 
Truckee River near Wadsworth about 
October 15. To most other emigrants, 
the Forty-Mile was the worst stretch on 

Photo: Martin Griffith 

The old camp in Reno is now covered by the Donner Springs subdivision (right), 

the entire trail to California because of 
its lack of grass and good water. To the 
Donner Party, it was just another bad 
experience. 

Because they were forced to abandon 
all their property at the sink, William 
Eddy and his wife, Eleanor, had to 
carry their two young children in their 
arms across the barren waste. They had 
nothing to eat, and their children sur-

vived on sugar. According to the Ed­
dys, other families refused to share 
food and water with them. The Eddys 
and others might have died had the 
crossing occurred in the summer. 

Many of the emigrants were near 
starvation as they crawled up the 
Truckee Canyon toward the Truckee 
Meadows at present-day Reno. It took 
them four days to cover the 30-mile 

Every Saturday Night! Thru October 

Sox Office Opens 5 pm 
Racing at 7:30 pm 

CARSON CITY~ NEVAPA 
702-885-2079 
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Midway between Las Vegas and Reno, nestled in the mountains in 
the rustic mining camp of Tonapah ! 

• Complete 80 room hotel & 24 hour restaurant 
• 24 hour gambling/liberal slots, 21 craps & poker 
• Live entertainment and dancing 
• Sports lounge with large TV screen 

(702) 482-9777 
1100 Erie Main Street • P.O. Box 1351 • Tonopah, NV 89049 

II Blackjack • Craps • Roulette 
• Slots • Video Poker • Progressive Slots 
o Progressive Bingo 
e Live Entertainment • Comedy Night 0 Karaoke 
• Fine Dining in Grandma's Dinner House 

Pete's 24-hour Coffee Shop 
125 comfortable rooms 

In The Heart 01 Downlown Winnemucca, Nevada 

1-800-648-4770 
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stretch that Interstate 80 motorists now 
can make in a half hour. 

The highlight of their Nevada jour­
ney came east of Reno when a welcome 
sight appeared. Stanton and food! Had 
Stanton failed to return from Sutter's 
Fort with provisions, the Donner 
Party's losses would have been far 
grea ter. The bachelor's decision to 
return would ultimately cost him his 
own life in the Sierra. 

"I am convinced that no more brave 
or generous man ever died in the en­
deavor to help his fellow man. He was 
a hero," Breen wrote. 

The emigrants reached Reno around 
October 20 even more worried about 
the weather. The length of their Reno 
stay, which survivors said was from 
two to five days, proved critical. 

Some members later maintained 
they could have safely crossed the 
Sierra had they not rested in Reno. But 
Stanton urged the group to pause at the 
lush meadows to rest the cattle. Be­
sides, he said correctly, the big snows 
usually didn't hit the Sierra until late 
November. But the party was jinxed. 
Who could have foreseen the once-in-a­
century winter that dumped heavy 
snow a month earlier than expected? 

William Pike became the fourth 
member to die in Nevada when a gun 
accident claimed his life. It snowed at 
his burial in Reno, causing even more 
anxiety about the Sierra crossing. 
Meanwhile, the food situation still was 
critical. What the travelers would have 
given for one of Reno's modern a11-
you-can-eat buffets! 

The stabbing was 
a defining 

moment for the 
Donner Party. 

The panicky emigrants left the 
Truckee Meadows and ended their 500-
mile Nevada journey a short time after 
leaving the Truckee River at Verdi. 
They moved out in different groups, 
many never to see each other again. 

" [W]e journeyed on through the rain, 
looking up with fear towards the 
mountains, where snow was already 
falling though it was only the last week 
in October," wrote survivor Virginia 



Reed Murphy, a daughter of James 
Reed. 

Several families missed getting over 
the Sierra by just one day The snow 
kept falling, and the pioneers holed up 
for the winter near Truckee, California. 
Their 2,OOO-mile journey began with 
hope and ended in cannibalism­
thanks to a combination of bad luck 
and their own doing. Many survivors 
had to eat the flesh of their dead com­
rades after running out of food a couple 
of months later. Of the group's 89 total 
members, including three who didn't 
journey across Nevada, 42 eventually 
died, most due to starvation. 

One hundred and fif ty years later, 
the Donner Party disaster still offers 
valuable lessons: Know your limita-

Several families 
missed geHing 

over the Sierra by 
just one day. 

tions, and explore alternatives. The 
group paid a steep price for its get-to­
California-at-all-costs attitude. The goal 
was unrealistic given the lateness of the 
season and the party's inexperience 
with the terrain. The Donner Party 

Retracing the Donner Trail 
D

onner Party landmarks abound in 
Nevada, and many can be found 
with the help of markers placed 

by two Reno-based groups, Trails 
West and the now-defunct Nevada 
Emigrant Trail Marking Committee. 
Both have published guidebooks that 
are available at the Nevada Historical 
Society in Reno and the Nevada State 
Museum in Carson City Here are 
some of those areas where you can 
follow in the party's footsteps. 

Hastings Cutoff: The stretch be­
tween Goshute and Clover valleys 
south of Wells has changed little 
since the Donner Party came through. 
But a word of caution: The cutoff 
hasn't been marked, and only experi­
enced desert rats with four-wheel­
drives should try this splendid but 
remote 45-mile section featuring two 
Donner Party camps, Flowery Lake 
and Mound Springs. The main dirt 
road in scenic Ruby Valley closely 
parallels the Hastings Cutoff, as does 
the bumpy dirt road over Overland 
Pass at the southern tip of the Ruby 
Mountains. Cars can be driven over 
both stretches, which are southeast of 
Elko via Interstate 80 exits in Halleck, 
Deeth, or Wells and U.S. 93 and State 
Route 229. 

Humboldt River Near Golconda: 
Nevada's most famous Donner Party 
site is a sandy hill about 10 miles east 
of Golconda where James Reed killed 
John Snyder in a fit of rage. Many his­
torians think a hill at Iron Point best 

Photo: Martin Griffith 

fits the description given by party 
survivors. Trails West marker C-58 is 
located at its base. But other histori­
ans think the stabbing scene was the 
northern tip of Edna Mountain, sev­
eral miles west. The Trails West 
guidebook has directions on how to 
find it. 

Humboldt River at Rye Patch: 
Twenty-two miles north of Lovelock, 
Rye Patch State Recreation Area has a 
good 12-mile stretch of trail taken by 
the Donner Party. It can be found on 
the west side of Rye Patch Reservoir 
with the help of the Nevada Emi­
grant Trail Marking Committee 
guidebook. 

Forty-Mile Desert: The Donner 
Party rested several hours at Boiling 
Springs. Located near 1-80 about 20 
miles east of Fernley, the dozens of 
hot springs offered the only water on 
the Forty-Mile. Wells drilled in the 
1950s caused the springs to dry up, 
leaving only holes in the ground. The 
interstate closely parallels the old trail 
all the way across the Forty-Mile 
Desert. Good sections can be found at 
several Nevada Emigrant Trail Mark­
ing Committee markers. 

Reno: Most historians think the 
Donner Party camped by springs just 
north of Rattlesnake Peak in present­
day southeast Reno. The area, once 
part of the Short Ranch, now is cov­
ered by the Donner Springs subdivi­
sion. Few trail remnants exist in 
Reno, but an excellent half-mile sec-

took on far more than it could handle. 
Breen and other members later ac­

knowledged the party should have 
hunkered down for the winter in Reno 
or Salt Lake City and then made a 
break for the Sierra the following year. 
Fortunately, later emigrants learned 
from the tragedy, and there was no 
repeat of it. \J 

Martin Griffith is a Reno journalist who 
has hiked the Emigrant Trail across Nevada. 
(see his story "Seeing the Elephant," 
MayIJune '94). He, too, met with misfor­
tune on the Hastings Cutoff. Last fall he 
was retracing the notorious shortcut near 
Wendover when his car became stuck at a 
railroad crossing and, after he abandoned 
the vehicle, a train plowed into it. 

The statue at Donner Memorial State 
Park, 40 miles west of Reno. 

tion of trail leading to the old camp 
can be found just south of Hidden 
Valley The Nevada Emigrant Trail 
Marking Committee guidebook gives 
directions. 

Donner Lake: The shrine for Don­
ner Party devotees is Donner Memor­
ial State Park, where the snowbound 
party spent the winter of 1846-47 The 
California state park is 40 miles west 
of Reno, between Truckee and Don­
ner Pass, off 1-80. The park's address 
is 12593 Donner Pass Road, P.O. Box 
9210, Truckee, CA 96161, phone 916-
587-3841. The park next to Donner 
Lake has the Emigrant Trail Museum, 
the Breen and Murphy cabin si tes, 
trails, and campgrounds. The tower­
ing Pioneer Monument stands on the 
Breen site. The monument's base is 22 
feet high-which was the snow 
depth that winter.-Martin Griffith 

MAY/JUNE 96 NEVADA 85 



10 GREAT 

Routes of Renown 
Nevada's highways had historic handles. 

By Richard Moreno 

6 International Four States 
Highway: Quite a 
mouthful, this name was 

given to the Eastern Nevada 
route that is now U.s. 93. 
The road weaved 1,500 
miles through Montana, Ida­
ho, Nevada, and Arizona. 

7Three Flags Highway: 
This north-south arterial 
followed today's U.S. 

395. The name referred to 
the fact that the route 
passed through three coun­
tries: Canada, the U.S., and 
Mexico. 

Recently, State Route 
375 near Rachel, a 
haven for UFO 

watchers, was named the 
"Extraterrestrial Highway." 
The designation recalls an 
old-time custom. Early in 
this century, Nevada's high­
ways didn' t have num­
bers- they had names, 
which were promoted by 
the auto makers and clubs 
that helped build the roads. 
Eventually, the names be­
came too confusing, so fed­
eral officials introduced 
numbered routes in the 
1930s. Following are some 
of Nevada's descriptively 
named highways. 

Victory Highway travelers in 1922 could stop at Emil (above) and 
Fritz Buckingham's station, an oasis for autoists in Winnemucca. 8 Arrowhead Trail: Cross­

ing Southern Nevada, 

l Lincoln Highway: America's first 
coast-to-coast road was the Lincoln 
Highway, which in Nevada paral­

leled the old Pony Express Trail and to­
day's U.s. 50. The road commemorated 
President Abraham Lincoln and 
stretched 3,300 miles from New York 
City to San Francisco. When the Lin­
coln Highway was established in 1913, 
it was declared to be open "without toll 
charges, and to be of concrete wherever 
practicable." 

2 Victory Highway: A rival of the Lin­
coln Highway, the Victory High­
way, as it was named after World 

War I, largely followed the Emigrant 
Trail through Elko, Reno, and other 
towns. Later called U.S. 40, the Victory 
evolved into Interstate 80. 

3 Grand Army of the Republic High­
way: In the mid-I920s, this elegant 
title, honoring the Civil War-era 

Union Army, was bestowed on the 
cross-state byway that passed through 
Tonopah, Warm Springs, and Ely. The 
route is today's U.S. 6. 

4 Theodore Roosevelt Highway: This 
additional name for U.S. 6 honored 
the 26th president. The Marchi April 
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1939 issue of Nevada Highways and Parks 
noted that the "Roosevelt Highway 
enters Nevada from Delta, Utah, as an 
earth road." 

5 Bonanza Highway: Meandering 
along Nevada's western edge, this 
roadway followed most of today's 

U.s. 95. The Bonanza was so named 
because it passed through mining 
towns such as Tonopah and Goldfield. 

Historic 
Highways 
Most of Nevada's 
highway names date 
back to Model T days. 

this highway generally 
followed what was later known as U.S. 
91 and now Interstate 15. Conceived by 
Las Vegas promoters, it was built by 
volunteers and supported by mer­
chants in towns along the trail. 

9NatiOnal Shortcut Highway: The 
name said it all. This highway di­
rectly linked Omaha and Las Vegas. 

Like the Arrowhead Trail, it followed 
the path of today's 1-15. 

10 Winnemucca-to-the-Sea High­
way: In the 1960s Winnemucca cit­
izens gave this sobriquet to the 

completed highway, via State Route 
140, from Winnemucca to the coastal 
town of Crescent City, California. In 
commemoration, a sizable redwood­
tree slab stands in front of the con­
vention center where the Winnemucca­
to-the-Sea route meets the old Victory 
Highway. \J 

Richard Moreno, Nevada's publisher, was 
instrumental in the naming of u.s. 50 as 
the Loneliest Road in America. He notes 
that the gala National Conference and Tour 
of the Lincoln Highway Association will 
take place June 11-15 at the Holiday Inn 
Downtown in Reno (call 916-587-7654 for 
details) . The public is invited. 

Photo: F.C. Buckingham Collection Map: Gary Elam 



Your Home On The Ran 

Ruby Home Ranch is located i'l the heart oj Nevada 5 Cowboy Country, Jamed Jor its natural beauty and cowboy poets. 

I magine a place designed for a select few who prize luxurious Western living, 

tunning views and world-class recreation . Ruby Home Ranch is just such a place. 

Ruby Home Rallch comprises 45 estate homesites (ranging from 10-80 acres each ) on a working cattle ranch in 

the heart of Nevada 's Cowboy Country 30 minutes from Elko. Trails linking undeveloped 

portions of the ranch-about 1,200 acres of meadowlands festooned with streams and framed by the 

spectacular Ruby Mountain -enable residents to explore their magnificent environment by foot , horseback 

and cross-country ski. Out tanding four-season recreation available at or near the community, from 

equestrian sports to golf and heli-skiing , makes life at Ruby Home Ranch an ongoing adventure . 

Ruby Home Rane/'. Your place to experience We tern living at its best. 

For Price, Brochure and Detailed Information, Please Contact: 

Ruby Home Ranch Development Co., Inc. 
A licen ed evada real e tate broker 

P.O. Box 281520 
Lamoille, Nevada 89828-1520 

1-800-299-7651 



ONLY ONE PLACE IN RENO GIVES You 
TURN OF THE CENTURY ELEGANCE. 

AND 21ST CENTURY FUN . 
You've got to see it to beli eve it. It's Silver Legacy, Reno's 

most exciting new resort casino. Step through its doors, 
and step back in time to an era of elegance, gaiety, 
and wealth beyond imagination. 

• Relax in one of 1,720 beautifully appointed 
guest rooms and suites. 

• Play all the latest games in our exquisite 
casino. 

• Thrill to northern Nevada's 
biggest shows. 

• Dine in five uniquely themed restaurants. 
• Marvel at a 12-story mining machine that mints ore 
into silver coins right before your eyes. 

• Join Club Legacy, our free player'S cl ub , and 
earn sterling rewards just by playing your favorite 
games. 

Ca ll for reservations now. And come see the 
place where the show never stops. 

Call1-800-MUST SEE 
(1-800-687-8733) 



Getting a leg up on the Reno KOCIN. 

Las Vegas Helldorado, and the 
statewide rodeo season. 

...... 
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SPOTLIGHT 

A rodeo bull can get hopping mad with a cowboy on its back and a down on its heels. Fans can catch all the action during the Reno Rodeo, June 22-30. 

Bucking With Bells On 
A veteran of the chutes offers Reno Rodeo spectator tips. By Don Cox 

The cowboy sitting on its back isn't the only thing that 
makes a rodeo bull so mad. The rider is a major nui­
sance, of course, but it's the sound of the bell that 

really sets the bull snorting, kicking, and bucking. "The bull's 

Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association. As a photographer 
and member of the Reno Rodeo Association, Dennis knows 
what to watch, how to watch, and when to watch. For instance, 
there's Cotton Rosser's bottle of whiskey, which is JUSt as impor-

tant to the Reno Rodeo as the bull's bell. rope has a bell, right under his chest," 
says Ken Dennis, a Reno resident and 
rodeo photographer who has been 
watching bulls buck cowboys at the Reno 
Rodeo since 1958. "That's what makes 
them buck. They want to get away from 

"The hull~s I-ope 
has a hell~~~ says 

Ken Dennis. 

Rosser is a rodeo stock contractor. The 
bulls, broncs, and other animals are his. 
So is the whiskey. If a cowboy has a good 
ride, Rosser tosses him a bottle of Crown 
Royal. The cowboy is supposed to catch 
it as he walks from the arena. Rosser's 
whiskey bottle is a Reno Rodeo tradition. 

that bell." 
The bulls and cowboys will be back for 

this year's rodeo, June 22-30, at the Reno 
Livestock Events Center. So will the 

"That~s what makes 
him huek.~~ "I've seen those cowboys scramble to 

catch the damn thing," Dennis says with 
a laugh. bronc riders, steer wrestlers, and calf rop-

ers. So will the big crowds. So will Dennis, who sees the rodeo 
with trained eyes and hears it with trained ears. 

The bell is just one of the little lessons Dennis has learned in 
38 years at the Reno Rodeo, which is sanctioned by the 

Photo: Aaron Lynch 

If you want a close look at Rosser's bulls and broncs, get to the 
rodeo an hour or so before the performance. The animals are 
fenced behind the east grandstand. Even the bulls, according to 
Dennis, are fairly well behaved. "Get up and pet the bull on the 
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Highly 
Recommended 

by 
The Frugal Gourmet 

AUTHENTIC BASQUE FOODS 
SERVED FAMILY SlYLE 

LUNCH DAIl Y EXCEPT SUNDA Y FROM 
11 :30 A.M. TO 2:30 P.M. 

DINNER SERVED NIGHT[ Y FROM 
5:00 P.M. TO 9:30 P.M. 

PRIVATE DINING ROOM FOR SPECIAL PARTIES 

HONORING ALL 
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 

PHONE 323-7203 
301 EAST FOURTH STREET 
FREE PARKING. JUST 3 BlOCKS FROM CASINOS 

ONE BLOCK FROM NA TlONAL BOWLING STADIUM 

" RENO'S MOST UNIQUE 
DIN ING EX PERIENCE" 

~ ~ 

RELOCATING? 
Free Hotel 
(2 nights) · 

WE SERVICE THE 
ENTIRE LAS VEGAS AREA 

Mobile/Manufactured Homes 
Land/Home Available 

Real Estate Agents on Staff 

Cash . Financing. Assumables 
No Qualify . Owner Carry 

Free Info Packet, Free Maps 
Free Transportation 

ALLSTATE 
MOBILE HOME BROKERS 

800-624-4111 OR 

702-457 -7777 
• Call for Details 
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The roping events hark back to cowboys' work on the range. Above, a calf reaches the end of its rope. 

no e, if you want. They're not terrifying. 
They've been around people a lot," he 
says. Maybe you won't want to pet, but 
you can look. 

It's not until later, when the bells are 
tied to their chests and the cowboys are 
on their backs, that the bulls get really 
steamed. By then, you' ll be in your seat. 
At least, that's where you should be. 

''The cowboy wants the animal to buck. 
He's paid to be on that animal ," Dennis 
says. A good ride on a good bucking ani­
mal can mean a good score and prize 
money-this year's purse is about 
$450,000. Good bucking al 0 means 
good action to watch and photograph. 

"Bring a ca mera," says Dennis, who 
uses fi lm with 200 to 400 ASA ratings 
when shooting the rodeo. A small point­
and-shoot camera will do the job, he says. 
"I don't want something complicated­
you can't get any action that way." 

T he action doesn't necessarily end when 
the performance does. Dennis notes that 
often a night's how isn't long enough for 
all the cowboys to compete. Those who 
don't perform in fro nt of the big crowd 
do their ridi ng and roping in what's 
called "slack," when most of the specta­
tors have left for the night. The bulls still 
buck, and the scores still count. If your 
seat was high in the bleachers for the reg­
ular performance, you can walk down to 

Photographer Ken Dennis is at home at the Reno Rodeo. 

the front rail and get a close view during 
" lack." Nobody will mind. 

The 77th Reno Rodeo also includes a 
carnival, Western shopping, exhibits, 
horse competitions, and a pre-rodeo cat­
rle drive June 17-2 1 Tickets for rodeo 
performances range from $6 on family 
night, June 25, to $13 for the finals on 
June 30. For more information and tick­
ets cal l 702-329-3877 or 800-TIC­
RODEO. 

Don Cox is a reporter for the Reno 
Gazette-Journal. 

PhOlos: R.C. Herrera/Cowpix (lop). Dr. Roben Merchant (bohom) 



Helldorado Days and Nights 
Spring rodeo time in Las Vegas. 

The Helldorado 
Days celebration 

dates back to 1934, 
when Las Vegas was a 
small railroad town 
of fewer than 5,000 
residents . Hoover 
Dam was nearing 
completion, and 
civic leaders decided 
they needed an at­
traction to draw 
tourists and to en­
courage dam workers 
to stay and make 
Southern Nevada 
their home. 
The 62nd Helldo­

rado Days takes place 
Helldorado presents five days of rodeo performances in Las Vegas. 

May 14-19 at Sam Boyd Stadium. The 
biggest draw at Helldorado is the rodeo. 
A night of bull riding is scheduled on 
May 14, and four PRCA-sanctioned 
rodeo performances will be held May 15-
18. There also will be a carnival midway, 
RV and boat display, and Native 
American exhibit. 

Early events include the Helldorado 
Trail Ride, May 3-5, in Lee Canyon. The 
public is invited to a Western-themed 
Dance Under the Lights at the Fremont 
Street Experience from 6 to 10 p.m. on 
T hursday, May 9. 

The annual Helldorado Days parade at 
10 a.m. on Saturday, May 11 , will begin 

Besides Las Vegas' Helldorado and the 
Reno Rodeo. many rodeos take place in 

the Silver State. FoUowing is a sampling of this 
year's events. Nevada's area code is 702. 

RIch Roping, May 31-June 3, Wendover, 664-
3289. 

Nevada State High School Rodeo Finals, June 
12-16, Elko, 753-6051 or 744-4200. 

Silver State International High School Rodeo, 
July 3-7, Fallon, 423-7668. 

Twin States Ranch Hand Rodeo, July 4-5, 
McDermitt, 532-8742 or 532-8001. 

Championship Team Roping, July 7- 11 , 
Winnemucca, 623-2220. 

All-Indian Rodeo, Stampede, and Pioneer Days, 
July 19-21, Fallon, 423-2544. 

Silver State Stampede, July 20-21, rodeo per-

Photo: Chris Leedham 

at Seventh and Fremont streets and con­
tinue south on Las Vegas Boulevard. 
After the parade a chili cook-off will be 
held at the Fremont treet Experience. 

Admission to the rodeo and carnival is 
$11 to $16. Children 12 and under, se­
niors, and military personnel receive a $2 
discount. Tickets can be purchased from 
TicketMaster, by calling 702-895-3900, 
or at the door. For more information call 
702-870-1221 . 

The carnival-and-exhibition admission 
is $4 for adults; children 12 and under 
are free. Parking is free at Sam Boyd 
Stadium during the H elldorado D ays 
celebration.-Katherine Speck 

h>rmances, Elko. 738-1499 or 738-3118. 
Way h Was Radeo. July 27-28, Virginia City, 

847-0311. 
Lyon County Fair and Rodeo, Aug. 15-18, 

Yerington, 463-2090. 
Uncoln County Fair and Panaca Rodeo, Aug. 17-

18,726-3129. 
Rich Roping: West Desert Finals, Sepe. 7-9, 

Wendover, 664-3289. 
Harvest Festival, Parade, and Rodeo, Sept. 13-

15, Pahrump Valley, 727-5800 or 800-633-
WEST 

Fernley Frontier Days and Rodeo, Sept. 28-29, 
575-4459. 

National Senior Pro Rodeo Finals, Nov. 4- 10, 
Reno, 829-7469 or 688-5751. 

National Finals Rodeo, Dec. 6- 15, the year-end 
championships, Las Vegas, 731-2115. 
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Lake Lanier, Georgia 
California Delta, California 

Lake Mohave, Nevada 
Lake Mead, Nevada 
Lake Amistad, Texas 

Lake Cumberland, Kentu(ky 
Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri 

~FOREVER RESORTS 

Houseboat Rentals 

1-800-255-5561 
fOl'lYtf Rtsorts Is ,n aUlhorizecl (OIK.uiOflair. of 11M National Park Strvk •. 
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Nevada Territories 

Lake 
rahoe 

To .>aeralllt"'O' 

To assist you in 

your travels through 

Nevada, the state has been 

divided into five territories: 

Las ~gas, Reno-Tahoe, 

Cowboy Country, Pony Express, 

and Pioneer. Indian Territory 

encompasses au' of NevadA. 
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_ NEVADA 

Las Vegas Territory 
EVENTS 

The Las Vegas area is teeming with art exhibits, 
sporting events, festivals, and more. You can cele­

brate Cinco de Mayo at the Fiesta Hotel or find Frisbee­
fetching pooches at Freedom Park. The following listing 
is chronologically divided into are'dS of interest. Dates 
and times may change, so be sure to c:ill allead. 

May & June 

FESTIVALS & RODEOS 
Helldorado Troil Ride· May 3-5 • Scenic trail riding, 
camping. Lee Canyon, north of Las Vegas, call 870-1221 
for reservations. 
Sunrise Hoedown· May 4 • 2-8pm, music, arts and 
crafts, barbecue, chili cook-off, carnival midway. Sun­
rise Park, Las Vegas, 455-7600. 
Fiesta de Mayo • May 5 • 4pm-2am, fajita cook-off, 
pinata bust, taco- and jalapeno-eating contests, eat-the­
worm challenge, entertainment by Latin Sensation. 
Fiesta Hotel, Las Vegas, 631-7000. 
Bayou ot the Belle • May 5-12 • Cajun festival, catfish 
cook-off on May II, catfish-eating contest, music, foods. 
Colorado Belle, Laughlin, 298-4000 CX1. 2518. 
Las Vegas Helldorado Days and Rodeo • May 14-19 • 
62nd annual celebration of Las Vegas' Western heritage, 
lOam parade on May II , PRCA rodeo, carnival, mini 
grand prix, ative Amelic:Ul exhibits, food vendors, and 
dances. Sanl Boyd Stadium, 870-1221. 
Great Aussie Holiday • May 17-20 • Seventh annual, 
Aussie dinner served nightly, Crocodile Dundee look­
alike, bush band, cr'Mts. Town Square, Laughlin, 800-
243-6846. 
Snow Mountain Powwow. May 24-26 • Eighth an­
nual , Native American culture and tradition, music, 
food, arts and crafts. Las Vegas Paiute Reservation, north 
of Las Vegas, 386-0758. 
Mesquite Days • May 30-June 1 • Rodeo, softball and 
golf tournaments, carnival booths. City Park and 
Mesquite Oasis Golf Course, 346-2902. 
River Days Celebrity Water Challenge • May 31-June 
2 • Classic rock festival , water-related contests. laugh­
lin, 298-2214. 
International Food Festival • June 2 • 22nd arUlual, 
music, dancing, and food from 20 countries, feanlres 
Basque favorites such as paella and roasted red pep­
pel's. Cashman Field, Las Vegas, 898-6565 or 258-8961. 
Las Vegas Hot Chili Cook-Off • June 15 • 6pm, ICS­
and Green Chili-sanctioned, $1,000 top prize. Sunrise 
Resort, Las Vegas, 434-0848 or 800-362-4040. 
Kidzmania • June 15-16 • Family expo, children's ac­
tivities, entertainment, multicultural village. Cashman 
Field, Las Vegas, 252-0404. 

PERFORMANCES 
Tlen-Huicani • May 3 • 7:30pm, Mexican and Latin 
American folk music, $6. Winchester Center, Las Vegas, 
455-7340. 
Mighty Clouds of Joy Performance • May 18 • 8pm, 

Photo: Sat Maimone 

Boals and rock bands will make waves during River Days Celebrity Waler Challenge in Laughlin May 31 -June 2. 

Grarnmy-Award \vinning gospel group. Cashman Field 
Theatre, UIS Vegas, 229-62 11. 
American Tap Dance Orchestra • May 25 • 8pm, tap 
dance ensembles perform. Sammy Davis Jr. Festival 
Plaza, Lorenzi Park, Las Vegas, 229-6383. 
KKLZ Junefest • June 1 • Classic rock bands play. 
Silver Bowl Park, Las Vegas, 739-9600. 
Jazz in the Park Concerts • June I, 15, and 29 • Sat. 
8pm, free. Clark County Government Center Amphithe­
ater, Las Vegas, 455-8242. 
"Company" • June 4-16 • Las Vegas Music Theatre 
production. Cashman Field Theatre, Las Vegas, 895-
3801. 
"Bye Bye Birdie" • June 10-13, 17-20, and 24-27 • 
Outdoor productions by the Super Summer Theatre, 
admiSSion $4-$7, children under six are free, bring pic­
nic dinner and chai rs or blankets. Spring Mountain 
Ranch State Park, 15 miles west of Las Vegas, 594-PLA Y. 
Las Vegas Music Festival • June 12-22 • 100 musi­
cians from around the world, grand finale concert 8pm 
on June 22 at Cashman Field Theatre. Other perfor­
mances take place at Summerlin and Clark County 
libraries, Las Vegas, 229-62 11 . 
"Lost in Yonkers" • June 28-29 • 8pm, eil Simon's 
Pulitzer Prize-\vi nning family drama presented by the 
New West Theatre. Summerlin Library Performing Arts 
Center, Las Vegas, 656-6600. 

EXHIBITS 
Places • Thru May 5 • Two- and three-dimensional 
works of history, culture, and the Las Vegas envi ron-

ment. Green ValIey Library Gallery, Henderson, 435-
1840. 
Edward S. Curtis: Indians of the Southwest • Thru 
May 25 • Original sepia-toned photographs by Edward 
S. Curtis. Clark County Heritage Museum, Henderson, 
455-7955. 
60 Years of Nevada Magazine, 1936-1996 • Thru 
June 16 · evada State Museum and Historical Society, 
Las Vegas, 486-5205. 
Red Rock Canyon Series· Thru June 16 • Artist Mary 
Welsh-Boyts' paintings of the sandstone formations. 
Enterprise Library Gallery, Las Vegas, 269-3000. 
Heritage Photo Competition Show • Thru June 29 • 
Photographs taken by evada Camer'd Club members. 
Clark County Heritage Museum, Historic Rai lroad 
Depot, Henderson, 455-7955. 
American Mothers of Nevada Exhibit • Thru July 9 • 
Sunrise Library Gallery, Las Vegas, 453- 1104. 
Bats· Thru Oct. 31 • Exhibit of species common to Las 
Vegas Valley and the Spring Mountains. evada State 

Nevada Events & Shows 
Nevada Events & Shows is a seelion of Nevada Magazine. To list 

on event, contact Events Editor Katherine M(Donnell: 702·687·5416 • 
fox 702·687·6159 · 1800 Hwy. 50 East, Suite 200, (orson City, NV 

89710. Subscription rates for Nevada Magazine are 515.95 for one 

year, US.; 521.95 Foreign. To subscribe coli toll·free, J ·800-495·3281. 
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Las vegas 

Museum and Historical Sodety, Las Vegas, 486-5205. 
Art Exhibit· May 1-3 1 • Artwork by Barbara Fehr of 
Logandale. Lost City Museum, Overton, 397-2193. 
Clark County Art Show • May 11-12 • 11 th annual, 
fine art on display at Bicentennial Park, Boulder City, 
293-2 138. 
Miracles of Mexican Folk Art Exhibit • May 28-July 30 
• Religious paintings from the post-colonial period 
between 1780 and 1910, opening reception and lecture 
2-5pm on May 28. Clark Coun ty Heritage Museum, 
Las Vegas, 455-7955. 
Nevada Camera Club Slide Competition • June 4-Aug. 
4 • 13th annual , first-place winners are exhibited, 
includes Photographer of the Year. Whitney Library 
Gallery, Las Vegas, 4544575. 
'96 Nevada Biennial • June 6-July 14 • Statewide ju­
ried competition and show of 30 ( eV'.tda artists. NeV'dda 
Institute of Contemporary Art, Las Vegas, 434-2666. 

GENERAL INTEREST 
Olympic Torch in Las Vegas. May 1 • Arrives at 
Hoover Dam and is carried through downtown Las Ve­
gas, 67-TORCH. 
Fun in the Sun· May 4-5 • Exhibit of cars 25 years old 
and older, swap and sell, tours, barbecue. Sunrise Re­
sort, Las Vegas, 434-0848 or 800-362-4040. 
Liberace's 77th Birthday Celebration • May 16 and 18 
• Phmo-shaped cake, play-alike competition in honor 
of the famed pianist's birthday. Uberace Museum, !.lIS 
Vegas, 798-5595. 
Carson and Barnes Grcus • June 3 • Old ai rport, Boul­
der City, 293-2034. 

DISCOVER 

and Steve Young. Las Vegas Paiute Re­
sort, 20 miles northwest of downtown 
Las Vegas, 801 -375-1777. 
Super Lightweight Boxing Champi­
onship • June 7 • Julio Cesar Chavez v. 
o car De La Hoya. Caesars Palace Out­
door Arena, Las Vegas, 731-7110. 
Come' n' Get It Canine Frisbee Compe­
tition • June 14 • Ganles, tricks, con­
tests. Freedom Park, Las Vegas, 
229-6729. 

Classic-car fans (an have Fun in the Sun while enjoying exhibits and a 
barbecue May 4-5 at Sunrise Resort. 

Planet Hollywood and Reach-Out Golf 
Tournament • June 27 • $170 entry fee 
includes continental breakfast, putting 
contest, box lunch. Shotgun start. Legacy 
Golf Club, Henderson, 791-7827. 

CRAFT FAIRS & SHOWS 

SPORTS & COMPETITIONS 
Las Vegas Stars • Triple-A baseball , San Diego Padres 
farm club playing in the Pacific Coast League. April 30-
May 3 v. Tucson 1'oros, May 12- 15 v. Salt Lake Buzz, 
May 16- 19 v. Edmonton Trappers, May 24-27 v. Calgary 
Cannons, May 28-3 1 v. Colorado Springs Sky Sox, June 
9- 12 v. Albuquerque Dukes, June 26-29 v. Phoenix 
Giants, June 30-July 3 v. Colorado Springs Sky Sox. 
Cashman Field, 386-7200. 
Spring Thing and Bike Rodeo· May 4 • 10am-2pm, 
competitions for bikes, skateboards, and in-line skates, 
workshops. Whitney Park, Las Vegas, 455-7573. 
Great American Indian Shootout • May 14 • Five-per­
son telml pro-am golf tournament, scramble format, 
four amateurs, one guest pro, hosted by Johnny Miller 

Las Vegas Cat Show· May 3-6 • Cash­
man Field, Las Vegas, 565-5988. 
Spring Jamboree and Crafts Show • May 4-5 • Crafts, 
food booths, music, ClU'niVl~ midway, jewelry, clothing, 
toys. Bicentennial Park, Boulder City, 293-2034. 
Western National Antique and Collectible Show and 
Sale· May 4-5 • Cashman Field, 382-7043. 
Craft Fair and Rib Burn-Off • May 11-12 • 12th an­
nual, barbecue, music, children's activities. Sunset Park, 
Las Vegas, 455-8206. 
Americana Indian Shows· June 7-10 • Jewelry, arts, 
pottery, rugs, free admission. Henderson Convention 
Center, 602-526-9232. 

NATURE WALKS & TOURS 
Plants of the Spring Mountain Foothills • May 4 • 
Slide program, walk, lmd lectu re, 10anl-noon, bring 

The shortest 

route from 

Las Vegas to 

Death Valley 

For more information, call1-800-633-WEST or (702) 727-5800, Ext. I. 
Or write to: P.O. Box 42, Pahrump, NV 89041 
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SHOW PEOPLE 

A Classic Comeback 
"Reinvented," Neil Sedaka goes from ghost to headliner. 

When the Bearles invaded America 
in 1963, teen idol Neil Sedaka was 

one of the fust musical casualties. "People 
used to ask me, 'Didn't you used to be 
Neil Sedaka?'" the singer-songwriter re­
calls of his subsequent career lull, which 
lasted a decade. "It was difficult on the 
old ego. I wrote some hitS during that pe­
riod, but I was not performing, which is 
frustrating when you're used to being in 
front of the public." 

Today there's little frustration as Sedaka 
relaxes in a cushy suite at the Sands Hotel 
on the Las Vegas Strip, where he can en­
joy a private swimming pool, and ex­
plains how he "reinvented Neil Sedaka." 

Sedaka recalls that he made his first 
Nevada appearance in 1965 at the Fre­
mont Hotel in Las Vegas. "I was happy to 
get the engagement," he reflectS. "But it 
did not go well, and I was not booked 
back [in Nevada] until 1974." Sedaka 
ticks off the reasons for the disaster: "I 
was very young and stayed up too late. I 
didn't know how to use my voice prop­
erly and got 'Vegas throat' [a hoarseness 
common among singers in the desert]. 
And I didn't know how to treat an audi­
ence, which is an art you acquire." 

Judging by his recent reception at the 
Sands, Sedaka has acquired the art of 
pleasing showgoers. During the 90-
minute show he reeled off his hits. The 
audience of baby boomers applauded 
"Oh, Carol," sang along with "Calendar 
Girl," and reflected on "Breaking Up Is 
Hard to Do." His show contained no 
filler, chit-chat, or theatrical gimmicks­
just music. 

Indeed, music has defined Sedaka's life. 
He started piano lessons at age eight. At 
nine he began a 10-year stint at the 
Juilliard School of Music in New York. 
He composed his fust song when he was 
13. (He has since composed more than 
1,000 songs.) 

By Ann Henderson 

Comeback kid Neil Sedaka sings at the Sands Hotel in 
Las Vegas May 6-18. 

Sedaka was a fan of Cole Porter and 
Rodgers and Hammerstein, but he saw 
rock and roll as a means of acceptance at 
a tough New York City high school. "I 
was not popular," he says. "I had a high 

" People made a fuss 
over me, so at age 18 

I chose to put 
classical music aside." 

voice, and 1 was a classical pianist. But 
when 1 started playing rock and roll and 
writing and singing my own songs, I was 
invited to all the parties." 

Invitations kept coming after "Stupid 
Cupid," recorded by Connie Francis, be­
came his first hit. "1 saw there was notori­
ety and money," he says. "1 heard my 

song on the radio, people made a fuss 
over me, so at age 18 I chose to put clas­
sical music aside." 

Sedaka had a string of pop hits, but 
then came the Bearles and the British In­
vasion. He moved to London in the early 
'70s because the British, ironically, were 
still faithful to the old rock and roll stars. 
In the U.S., Sedaka was a ghost from the 
'50s, but in England he was able to rein­
vent Sedaka by playing gigs in small 
working-class pubs. "I had to swallow a 
lot of pride. Sometimes there were 20 
people in the audience. My wife ran the 
lightS," he says. It took two years to build 
a reputation and come to the attention of 
Elton John, who helped launch his sec­
ond career when John's record company 
featured both artists on Sedaka's 1974 
album, "Sedaka's Back." 

Today Sedaka plays casino showrooms, 
appears with symphony orchestras at the 
Kennedy Center and Carnegie Hall, and 
performs with his own chamber group in 
New York. 

When headlining in Las Vegas, he 
spends time cruising Lake Mead in his 
speedboat and visiting family. "Other­
wise, I gear my whole day to the perfor­
mance," he says. 

Classical music remains his passion, but 
Sedaka says there is nothing he would 
change about his life. "1 do this best," he 
says. "Beethoven is good for the soul, but 
you touch more people with your own 
compositions." 

Sedaka at the Sands 
Neil Sedaka will appear in the Copa 

Room at the Sands Hotel in Las Vegas on 
May 6-18, July 15-28, and October 21-
November 2. Call 702-733-5000 for 
prices and show times. 

Ann Henderson is the Southern Nevada ed­
itoriaL representative for Nevada Magazine. 
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Group Sales 800/733-8616 
Fax(702)734-9526 

A Wedding Chapel 
with Traditional 

Class & Style 

(702) 735-4331 
(800)843-2410 

FAX: (702)735-8577 

800/733-6644 
One Call 

Does It All! 
. for Las Vegas, 

Laughlin, Stateline, 
and Mesquite! 

Call for Room Reservations 
and Ask About: 

Sightseeing Tours Show Tickets 
Group Rates Car Rentals 
Wedding Packages Show Packages 

Golf Packages 

citu-wlde 
reservQtions 
SOUTHERN NEVRDR 

I VISA I 1717 S. Las Vegas Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89104 

NEVADA TICKET SERVICES 

For Reservations & Information 

1-800-597-SHOWt74691 
* All Las Vegas Shows & Tours * 

PLUS: WEDDING CONSULTANT - 800-789-4444 
Agent Commissionable/ Groups Welcome 

5030 PARADISE ROAD, LAS VEGAS, NV 89119 
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lunch for picnic. Spring Mountain Ranch State Park, 15 
miles west of Las Vegas, 875-4141. 
Desert Kitchen/Desert Pharmacy • May 4-5 • Learn 
how native plants were used as food and medicine. Red 
Rock Canyon National Conservation Area, Las Vegas, 
363-1921. 
Sandstone Canyon Hike • May 18 • Rangers lead 
moderate-to-strenuous three-mile hike, l lam-2pm, 
long pants and sturdy shoes advised, bring water and 
lunch. Meet at gate of Spring Mountain Ranch State 
Park, 875-4141. 
Plant Ecology of Pine Creek • May 25 • Moderate 
three-mile \Vltlking tour. Bring hat, water, camera, and 
comfortable shoes fo r the outing. Red Rock Canyon 
National Conservation Area, Las Vegas, 363-192 1. 
Dandy Deserts· June 2 • Learn about the plants and 
wildlife of the Mojave and Great Basin deserts. Red 
Rock ational Conservation Area, Las Vegas, 363-192 1. 
101 Ways to Die in Red Rock • June 29 • Discussion 

Visitors (on browse the booths otthe Croft Foir ond Rib 
Burn-Off in Sunset Pork Moy 11 -12. 

of flash floods, earthquakes, and desert survim. Lec­
ture, short hike, and demonstrations. Wear comfortable 
hiking shoes, bring hat and water. Red Rock ational 
Conservation Area, Las Vegas, 363-192 1. 

C(~MING EVEN'I'S 

Boulder Gty Damboree • July 4 • Central Park, 293-
2034. 
Fireworks Display • July 4 • Sam Boyd Stadium, Las 
Vegas, 895-8900. 
Fourth of July Celebration • July 4-7 • Laughlin, 800-
243-6846. 
Good Old Summertime • Aug. 3 • Boulder City, 293-
2034. 
Laughnn Desert Challenge • Sept. 6-8 • Off-road race, 
298-2214. 
Hoover Dam Days • Sept. 20-22 • Boulder City, 293-
2034. 
Las Vegas Jaycees State Fair· Sept. 20-0ct. 8 • 457-
8832. 
Las Vegas Invitational GoH Tournament • Oct. 2-6 • 
382-6616. 

Photo: Ctark County Parks and Recreation 
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Snow Mountain Powwow 

A drummer performs at the Snow Mountain Powwow. 

Octoberfest • Oct. 4-7 • Laughlin, 800-243-6846. 
Laughlin RiverFlight '96 • Oct. 18-20 • Hot-air bal­
loons, 298-22 14. 
Las Vegas Balloon Classic· Oct. 25-27 • 434-0848. 
National Finals Rodeo • Dec. 6-15 • Las Vegas, 731-
2ll5. 
Lake Mead Parade of Ughts • Dec. 7 • 457-2797 or 
438-2485. 

SHOWGUIDE 
The Las Vegas area offers big-name entertainment and 
production shows at many clubs and hotels. liza Min­
neW is coming to Bally's, the eville Brothers play the 
Sheraton Desert Inn and the Flamingo ~Wton Laughlin, 
and Julio Iglesias performs at Caesars Palace. Show­
rooms often fill fast, so call ahead for show times and 
reservations. 

BOULDER CITY 
Gold Strike Inn • Between Boulder City and Hoover 
Dam, 293-5000 or 800-245-6380: Country-western 
entertainment. 

HENDERSON 
Eldorado· 564- 1811: Margaritaville Lounge: Dance 
bands play Wed.-Sun. 
Joker's Wild • 564-8100: live entertainment Wed.-Sun. 

JEAN 
Gold StnKe Hotel. 477-5000 or 800-634-1359: Bands 
play (dark Tues.) . 
Nevada Landing • 387-5000 or 800-628-6682: Live 
entertainment (dark Wed.). 

Photo: Richard Morissette 

T he Las Vegas Paiute Tribe hosts its 
eighth annual Snow Mountain 

Powwow May 24-26 near Mount 
Charleston. 

Native Americans from across the 
country will be dressed in intricate bead­
work, bells, and fringe as they perform 
traditional dances. Visitors also will see 
circles of drummers pounding out 
haunting songs and singing in the hyp­
notic tradition of their ancestors. The 
participants, from toddlers to elders, will 
perform for fun and profit-some com­
peting for prize money in events like the 
Bird Dance Contest and the Drum Con­
test. Hand games also will be held. 

Craft booths will dot the landscape 
with such goods as silver bracelets, 
turquoise necklaces, and earrings made 
from pink coral and mother-of-pearl. 

LAS VEGAS 
Aladdin • 736-0240 or 736-0419: "Country Tonite," re­
vue (dark Tues.); Theatre for the Performing Arts: TBA. 
Arizona Charlie's • 258-5 100: Naughty Lady Saloon: 
Live music Tues. -Sun.; Palace Grand Theatre: Little River 
Band, June 23. 
Bally's • 739-4567 or 800-237-SHOW: Jubilee Theater: 
"Jubilee!" (dark Fri.) ; Celebrity Room: George Carlin, 
thru May 1; Paul Anka, May 2-8; Penn and Teller, May 
9-21 and 27-June 5; Liza MinneW, May 22-26; Andrew 
Dice Clay, May 25-26 (llpm show); Louie Anderson, 
June 6-19; bands play nightly in the Panda Lounge. 
The Beach • 73 1-9298: Concerts by contemporary 
artists. 
Boomtown • 263-7777 or 800-588-7711: Opera 
House Theatre: John Anderson, June 19; Rattlesnake 
Ricky's Lounge: "Boomtown Belles of the West" (dark 
Mon.). 
Boulder Station • 432-7777 or 800-683-7777: Rail­
head Saloon: Sonny Turner, May 14-26; LU ' Elmo and 
the Cosmos, May 28-June 2; Buddy Greco, June 2-16; 
Sergio Alberti, June 18-30; dance bands nightly; piano 
music in the Lobby Bar. 
Bourbon Street • 737-7200: Basin Street Lounge: The 
Dummkopfs, comedy band, 4-7pm Tues.-Sat.; "Vegas 
Tonight Show," comedy-variety show, Tues.-Sun.; talent 
shows every Mon. 
Caesars Palace • 731-7333 or 800-445-4544: Circus 
Maximus Showroom: Julio Iglesias, thru May 5; Howie 
Mandel, May 9-12; Earth, Wind, and Fire, May 16-19; 
Diana Ross, May 22-26; Travis Trin, May 30-June 2; Ray 
Charles, Tony D'Andrea, June 7-9; Hmvie Mandel, June 
27-30; bands play in the La Piazza Lounge, Olympic 
Lounge, and Cleopatra's Barge. 
Circus Circus • 734-0410: Daily free circus acts, 

There will be beadwork stitched on 
bracelets, moccasins, and watchbands. 
All of the crafts will be for sale, and some 
artisans will give demonstrations. Indian 
tacos-fry bread filled with beans, 
cheese, onions, lettuce, and tomatoes­
will be available. 

The event takes place in a serene valley 
of desert brush near Mount Charleston. 
From Las Vegas follow u.s. 95 north 20 
miles, exit at the petroglyph-decorated 
overpass, and head west. 

Admission is $3 per car. The event runs 
from 7 p.m. to midnight Friday, noon to 
rrlidnight Saturday, and noon to 6 p.m. 
Sunday. For more information call the 
powwow hot line, 702-386-0758. For 
hotel accommodations call the Las Vegas 
Convention and Visitors Authority, 800-
332-5333.-Joan Patterson 

acrobats and jugglers perform , ll am-midn ight. 
Continental • 737-5555: Continental Theater: Cook E. 
Jarr, Wed.-Sat. 
Debbie Reynolds Hollywood Hotel • 7-DEBBIE or 
800-633-1777: Star Theatre: "The Debbie Reynolds 
Show with the Uptown Country Singers" (dark Sun.); 
"Boy-Iesque Starring Kenny Kerr," !0:30pm Mon.-Sat. ; 
''That's Entertainment! Live!" starring Rip Taylor, Mon .­
Sat. afternoons. 
Excalibur • 597-7600: King Arthur's Arena: "King 
Arthur's Tournament," nightly; "An Evening in Vienna," 
starring the Royal Lipizzaner Stallions, 2pm Sat.-Thurs.; 
Wild Bills Saloon and Steakhouse: Dance music nightly. 
Fitzgeralds Holiday Inn • 388-2400 or 800-274-LUCK 
(U.S. outside evada) : Don Cloe (dark Tues.), Ray 
Perez (dark Wed.-Thurs.) . 
Flamingo Hilton • 733-3333: Flamingo Showroom: 
''The Great Radio City Spectacular" \vi th the Rockettes 
(dark Fri.); Bugsy's Celebrity Theatre: "Forever Plaid," 
'50s musical revue (dark Mon.). 
Four Queens· 385-4011 or 800-634-6045: MondllY 
Night Jazz \vitll Alan Grant in the French Quarter; bands 
play Tues. -Sun. 
Gold Coast • 367-7111 : East Lounge: Sorta DixieJa72 
Band, noon-6pm Mon.-Fri.; bands play 9pm-3am (dark 
Mon.) ; West Lounge: Entertainment 9pm-3am (dark 
Tues.) ; Dance Hall: Randy Anderson, May 1 -20 lind 
June 12-24; Shake, Rattle and Roll, May 22-June !O; 
ballroom dancing with deejay Larry Taylor, 7: 30-
11:30pm Tues. and 1-5pm Sun. 
Golden Nugget • 386-8100: Theatre Ballroom: "Coun­
try Fever '96," country stars look-alike variety revue 
(dark Fri.). 
Hacienda • 739-8911 : Fiesta Theatre: Four Kinsmen, 
musical comedy in the Strip hotel-casino (<L'U'k Mon.). 
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HOTELS 

CasinoNotes 
Late Night: Night owls can roost in the 

Railhead Saloon at the Boulder Station in 
Las Vegas. The saloon has after-hours en­
tertainment, jam sessions, and dancing 
from 12:30 to 4:30 a.m. 

Be(ome a Vegas Headliner: Home of 
the 50-cent frozen drink special, the 
Bourbon Street on the Strip has a talent 
show Mondays at 8 p.m. Registration 
forms are available at the hotel's front 
desk. The top prize is $100. 

Guinness Re(ord: The Desperado Roller 
Coaster at Buffalo Bill's Resort is named 
in the Guinness Book of World Records as 
the world's tallest roller coaster (209 feet) 
with the world's greatest drop (225 feet). 
Riders with the world's greatest fortitude 
can hop aboard the attraction at State 
Line, 43 miles south of Las Vegas on In­
terstate 15. 

Tres Chit, Caesar: The Forum Shops at 
Caesars, the trendy shopping experience 

Discover the 
Carson Valley. 

Golf Nevada's finest 
courses. Soar in a glider. 
Ride in a balloon. 
Play the casinos. 
Enjoy Basque dining. 

Lose the crowds. 
Leave the hassles 
behind. 

The Carson Valley ... 
It's beauti ful. 
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at Caesars Palace, will double in size. 
Spring 1997 is the expected comple­
tion date for an expansion that will 
add 37 stores and rwo restaurants. 

Free Ride: In honor of the Interna­
tional Year of the Roller Coaster, 

Grand Slam Canyon at Circus Cir- Star Trek: The Experience beams into the las Vegas Hilton. 
cus is offering free general admission 
to the park throughout 1996. In ad­
dition, the property recently announced 
plans for a $60-million, 1,000-room 
tower expansion, scheduled for comple­
tion by December. 

Home Run: The sports-themed Las Vegas 
Club on Fremont Street will complete a 
$30-million expansion this fall, adding 
185 rooms, casino space, and rwo restau­
rants. The 35-year-old property is known 
for its sports memorabilia, including a 
collection of baseball bats from every 
World Series from 1946 to 1958. 

Star Date: Trekkies will be cruising at 

warp speed into Star Trek: The Experi­
ence at the Las Vegas Hilton by spring 
1997 In the $50-million attraction, fans 
will ride through the universe aboard a 
32-seat shurtlecraft, mingle in a Starfleet 
lounge, and discover Cardassian-style 
dining, which includes Glop-on-a-Stick. 

Book a Safari: The Reserve, a $50-mil­
lion South African-themed hotel, opens 
in July at Interstate 515 and Lake Mead 
Drive in Henderson. The hotel will have 
225 rooms, a 35,000-square-foot casino, 
and seven restaurants. 



Hard Ro(k Hotel • 226-4650 or 800-HARD-ROCK: The 
joint: Te'MS for Fears, May II ; Allison Krauss, june 21. 
Harrah's Las Vegas. 369-5222 or 800-392-9002: 
Commanders Theatre: "Spellbound: Slarring Mark Kalin 
and jinger" (dark Sun.); "The Improv at Harrah's" 
(dark Mon.) . 
Imperial Pala(e • 794-3261: Imperial Theatre: "Leg­
ends in Concert" (dark Sun.). 
Ja(kie Gaughan's Plaza· 386-2 110 or 800-634-6575 
(U.S. outside evada): "X-posed," adult revue (dark 
Fri.) . 
King 8 Hotel • 736-8988: Bands play nightly except 
Mon. 
Lady Lu(k • 477-3000 or 800-523-9582: Entertainment 
TBA. 
Las Vegas Hilton • 732-5755 or 800-STARLIGHT: 
Slartight Theatre: Andrew Uoyd Webber's "Startight E.x­
press" (dark Fri.); The ightclub: Kristine Wand the 

Edward S. Curtis' portraits of Native Americans are on 
display at the Clark County Heritage Museum. Above is 
a young Hopi woman, photographed in 1921 . 

Sting, the Emeralds (dark Thurs.); guest entertainers 
every Thurs. 
Luxor • 262-4000 or 800-288-1000: Nefertili's Lounge: 
"Beehive," musical tribute to female groups of the '60s 
(dark Mon.) . 
Maxim • 731-4300 or 800-634-6987: "Comedy Max," 
comedy nightclub; "Comedy Magic," I and 3pm (dark 
Sun.). 
MGM Grand • 89 1-7777 or 800-929- 1111 : Grand 
Theatre: "EFX" starring Michael Crawford (dark Thurs. , 
May 2-9, andjlme 6-13); Hollywood Theatre: Don Rick­
les, thru May 8; Righteous Brothers, May 9-29; Center 
Stage Cabaret: "Catch a Rising Star," comedy-variety 
club; bands play during Late Night after the comedy; 
entertainment in the Santa Fe Lounge. 
The Mirage • 792-7777: Siegfried ~md Roy Theater: 
Siegfried and Roy, magic spectacular (dark Wed., May 
9-15, and june 6- 19). 
Monte Carlo • 730-7777: Hotel opens in june. Lance 
Burton Theatre: "Lance Burton Master Magician" (dark 
Sun.-Mon.). 
Pala(e Station. 367-24 11 or 800-634-3101: Dancing 
to bands nightly in the Loading Dock Lounge. 
Rio Suite • 252-7776 or 800-PLAYRlO ( .S. and 
Canada): Copaeabana Supper Club The'dter: "Copaea­
bana Show," revue (dark Sun.-Mon.); Club Rio: Dance­
video nightclub, Wed.-Sat. ; Concerts on the Beach, May 
31 and june 28, headtiner TBA; Mambo's Lounge: En­
tertainment 9pm-3am (dark Sun.). 

FREE ADMISSION 

The littlest thing in big entertainment 
Tasteful entertainment? It's downright delicious! 
Ocean Spray's Cranberry World West is an edu­
cational, entertaining and mouth-watering look 
at one fruit native to North America. It is a the­
ater, exhibit hall, museum, juice sampling center, 
demonstration kitchen and gift shop. You'll never 
look at a cranberry quite the same way again. 

I 30 I American Pacific 
Henderson, NV 890 14 
Open Daily 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
(Call for holiday hours.) 
(702) 566-7160 

r----- -, 
I I FREE GIFT WITH PURCHASE 

Present this coupon for a free gift with purchase during your visit to the Cranberry World 
West gift shop. One coupon per person, per visit. No cash value. Coupon good for holder I 

offer at any time without notice. Offer expires December 31 , 1996. NVM '" • 
, ,. 

only and only at Cranberry World West, which reserves the right to cancel this _ 

L _____________________ _ 

Lilt V'E~l1t 

CENTER STRIP INN 
@) $29.95* @) 

Only Steps from the Mirage, 
Caesars Palace & Excalibur 

New Private Spa/Steam Suites $69* 
Toll Free US/Can 1-800-777-7737 

Local (702) 739-6066 • Fax (702) 736-2521 

• FREE Dinner * * 
• FREE complete bacon/eggs or 

pancake/eggs breakfast downtown 
• FREE show tickets * * * 
• FREE local calls, FAX, roomside 

parking 
• FREE Continental Breakfast 
• FREE VCR, The Movie Channel , 

ESPN 
• Small pets welcome 

DOWNTOWN ANNEX - $21.95 * 
Crest Budget Inn Downtowner 
1-800-777 -1817 1-800-777-2566 

Only steps from the Golden Nugget, Binion 's 
Horseshoe, Union Plaza, EI Cortez & all 

"Glitter Gulch" gambling halls 
* Sgl Sun thru Thurs exc Hoi & spl events * * Center Strip Inn Only * * * Mon thru Fri 
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Las 'l1!gas 
production show (dark Sun.); entertainment in the 
Casbar Lounge. 
Sam's Town • 454-8048: Western Dance Hall: Bands 

play 9pm-3am; Roxie's Lounge: Entertain­
ment noon-Sam. 
Sands • 733-5453 or 800-446-4678: Paul 
Rodriguez, May 3-5; ei! Sedaka, May 6-18; 
Elayne Boosler, May 20-31 ; Gallagher, June 
4-16;John Pinette, June 18-30; Copa Room: 
"ViVll Las Vegas'" revue, 1, 2:30, :md 4pm, 
Mon.-Sat. 
San Remo • 597-6028 or 800-897-SHOW: 
"Showgirls of Magic"; bands play in the Bon 
Chance Lounge. 
Santa Fe • 658-4900: Live entertainment 
Tues.-Sat. in the Ice Lounge. 

Eight-year-old Victor Ngo was one of the winners of the Uberace 
"Play Alike" competition at lost May's birthday bosh. 

Sheraton Desert Inn • 733-4566 or 800-
634-6909: Crystal Room: Buddy Hackett, 
May 6, 13, and 20; Neville Brothers, May 
28-30 and June 1-2; Starlight Theatre: Keely 
Smith, Sam Butera, and the Wildest, thru 
May 26. 
Showboat • 383-9232 or 800-634-3484: 

Riviera • 794-9301 (477-5274 Splash): Splash The­
atre: Jeff Kutash's "Splash U, the Voyage of a Lifetime," 
nightly; Mardi Gras Showroom (third floor): "An 
Evening at La Cage," celebrity female impersonators re­
vue (dark Tues.); Mardi Gras Showroom (second 
floor): "Crazy Girls: Sensuality, Passion, and Pudgy'" 
adult revue (wlrk Mon.); "Bottoms Up," burlesque-style 
musical comedy revue, 2 and 4pm (dark Thurs.); 
"Riviera Comedy Club," nightly; Le Bistro Lounge: "Jazz 
on tile Strip," Mon.; musical entertainment Tues.-Sat. 
Sahara • 737-2515: Congo Theatre: "Hypnomania," 

Mardi Gras Room: Vandell 's Rock 'n' Roll 
Revue, May 7-12; Cornell Gunter'S Coasters, May 7- 19; 
Juke Box Saturday Night, May 14-26; The Next Move­
ment, June 4- 16. 
Stardust· 732-6111 or 800-824-6033: Stardust The­
aU'e: "Enter the Night," music:tI revue (dark Fri .); bands 
play in the Starlight Lounge. 
Stratosphere • 382-4446 or 800-99-TOWER: Images 
Cabaret: "AmeriaUl Superstars," impersonator revue, 
dark Thurs.; show b:mds play nightly; Broadway Show­
room: Darmy Gans, comic impressionist, opens May 16 
(dark Tues.-Wed.) ; Crossroads Saloon: Country music. 

Free Train Rides 
• Near the Colorado River in Booming Laughlin, Nevada • 

"All aboar-r-r-rd!" cries the black-clad 
conductor inviting you to climb on 
"The Gambler" and take one of the 
most unusual train rides in America 

through vibrant desert landscapes 
in to a Victorian-sty le 
rai lroad station whe re 
genteel train antiq ues 
meld with today's most 
popular gaming. 

You' ll have no doubt 
the romance of the rails is 
alive and well at Ramada 
Express in Laughli n. 

From its 1,500 comfort­
able rooms and sui tes to 
the locomotive-shaped 
poo l and spa, Ramada 
Express is "on track" with 
the most authentically 
themed resort in Laughlin. 

But you can do much 
more than just "ride the 
rails" at Ramada Express. 
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You can dine in four exceptional restau­
rants experience cabaret entertain­
ment nightly take your choice of table 
games play any of over 1,600 slot 
machines or join the free Slot Club 

and get cash back with 
every pu ll. And don't 
forget the fu lly equipped 
video arcade and nearby 
water recreation on the 
Colorado River 

Catch the train to 
Ramada Express make 
your reservations today! 

EXPRESS 
HO T EL CASINO 

AN AZTAR CORP. CASINO 

1-800-2RAMADA 

Treasure Island • 894-7111: Cirque du Solei! in "Mys­
tere" (dark Mon.-Tues. and June 10-16). 
Tropicana • 739-24 11 : Tiffany Theatre: "Folies Berg­
ere" (dark Fri.) ; Comedy Stop Theatre: "The Comedy 
Stop"; bands play in the Atrium Lounge and the Tropics 
Lounge. 
Vacation Village • 897-1700 or 800-658-5000: Enter­
tainment :md dlmdng nightly except Mon. in Koo Koo's 
Lounge. 
Westward Ho • 73 1-2900: "Hurray, Amelica," starring 
Robbie Howard and Red Hot Mama and tile Goodtime 
Jazz B:Uld (dark Sat.). 

LAUGHLIN 
Avi Casino • 535-5555. 
Colorado Belle • 298-4000: Riverboat Lounge: Enter­
tainment nightly except Mon.; the Riverboat Ranlblers, 
strolling musicians; entertainment on the "D" Deck, 
nightly except Fri. 
Edgewater • 298-2453: Kokopelli 's Lounge: Bands play 
nightly except Mon. 
Flamingo Hilton Laughlin • 298-5028 or 800-435-
8469: Club Flamingo Room: TBA; Flamingo Outdoor 
Amphitheater: Aaron Tippin, May 4; Tom Jones, May 18; 

eville Brotllers, May 25; Lou Rawls, June I. 
Gold River Gambling Hall and Resort· 298-2242 or 
800-835-7904: Cody's Saloon. 
Golden Nugget Laughlin. 298-7111 01'800-237-1739: 
Tarzan's Lounge: Entertainment Tues.-Sun. 
Harrah's Laughlin • 298-4600 or 800-447-8700: Club 
La Bamba: Entertainment nightly except Mon. 
Ramada Express • 298-4200: Entertainment nightly in 
the Caboose Lounge. 
Regency • 298-2439. 
Riverside Resort • 298-2535 or 800-227-3849 ext. 

THE 
LITTLE CHURCH 

OF THE WEST 
On the Grounds of the HACIENDA HOTEL 
3960 LAS VEGAS BLVD. SOUTH, LAS VEGAS 

Las Vegas ' Famous Chapel of the Stars 
Since 1942 

739-7971 
Complete Wedding License Information 

'* FLOWERS '* RECORDINGS 

Outside Nevada 1-&00-821-2452 



60 
Years 

of 
Nevada 

l\f.VADA 
HIGHWAYS AND PARKS 

The exhibit "60 Years of Nevada 
Magazine, 1936-1996" will be on 

display at the Nevada State Museum 
and Historical Society at 700 Twin 
Lakes Drive in Las Vegas through June 
16. The exhibit features classic maga­
zine covers, historic photographs, and 
a narrative history describing the fasci­
nating people and topics that have 
appeared in Nevada Magazine during 
the past six decades. 

616: Don's Celebrity Theatre: Merle Haggard, May 9-11 ; 
Waylon Jennings, May 14- 19; Willie Nelson, May 24-26; 
Freddy Fender, June 26-30. 

MESQUITE 
Players Island· 346-7529 or 800-459-7529: Bali Hai 
Theater: "Island Fever," musical revue (dark Sun.) with 
matinees 3pm Tues. and Sat. ; bands play nightly in the 
Cascades Lounge. 
Si Redd's Oasis Resort • 346-5232 or 800-62 1-0187: 
Entel1airunent nightly in the Cabaret Lounge. 
Virgin River • 346-7777 or 800-346-772 1: Wheels, 
thru May 5; Donny Rhea, May 7- 19; Randy Anderson, 
May 21-26; Stacey Collings, May 28-June 9; Carribou, 
June 11 -16; Billy Troy, June 18-30. 

NORTH LAS VEGAS 
Fiesta Casino • 63 1-7000: Live entertainment in the 
Cantina Bar; Mariachis, I 0:30am-2:30pm Sun. 
Texas Gambling Hall • 63 1-1000: Nightly entertain­
ment in the Armadillo Honky Tonk Lounge. 

STATE LINE 
Buffalo Bill's Resort· 382-1111 : Carolee's Theatre: 
"Carolee's Comedy Club," Fri. -Sun.; entertainment in tile 
Stage Bar Lounge. 
Primadonna • 382- 121 2 or 800-826-44 71. 
Whiskey Pete's • 382-1 212 or 800-367-7383: Con­
cens TBA. 

(;AMI N(; 
TC H I I: N A ME NTS 

May & June 
World Series of Poker· Thru May 16 • World cham­
pion wins $1 million, Binion's Horseshoe, 382- 1600 or 
800-937-653 . 
Keno· May3-5 • Excalibur, 800-879-1379 C,\1 . 7620. 
Slots • May 19 • Flamingo Hilton, 733-3 11 7 or 800-
225-4882. 
Sizzling Summer Slots • June 2-4 • Imperial Palace, 

llCINSIIO BRAG 

WIN OVIH 55 MllllONI 

ONE PULL CAN CHANGE YOUR lifE. 
Top Jockpol pOO il ....... 1 inslOllmen~. 

NO HIDDEN CHARGES 

Experience Hoover Dam, Laughlin, Mesquite & Stateline 
FlEE HOOVER DAM 

EXPRESS TOUII 
BUY 1, GET 1 FREE SAVE $24&S 

See Stars' Homes, Hoover Dam, Free Lunch 
Buffet, Ethel M's & More. 

Call 24 Hours for 

369-1000 
Some Restrictions 

May Apply. 
Must be 21 . 

Nevada Magazine 

FREE LAUGHLIN TOUR 
The Boomtown on the Colorado River 

FREE Coach, Lunch Buffet 
Drinks & Fun Pack 

Call 24 Hours for 
Information & Reservations 

Some Restrictions 
May Apply. 
Must be 21. 

Nevada Magazine 

r - - - - - - - Me':-G~fin -r"~;"=-='T - - - - - - - - - - - - - , 
FREE Inviles You To Visit... FlEE STATELINE TOUR I 
MESQUITE TOUR ~i1~ Visit the 3 New Mega Resorts on I 

the Nevada/California Border. I 
FREE Coach, Lunch Buffet 

Drinks & Fun Pack 
Call 24 Hours for 

Information & Reservations 

369-1000 
Some Restrictions 

May Apply. 
Must be 21 . 

Nevada Magazine 

Buffet, California Lottery Ticket Store, and More. I 
Call 24 Hours for 

369-1000 
Some Restrictions 

May Apply. 
Must be 21 . 

Nevada Magazine 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

9~TOURS 
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Las Vegas 

All aboard the Desert Princess 
at the new Hoover Dam 
Ferry Termina l. 

• Hoover Dam Tours 

• Climate Controlled Comfort 

• Unbelievable Views 

• Evening Dinner/Dance Cruises 

• Sightseeing Cruises 

• Great Food & Drink 

• Only Minutes from Las Vegas 

Reservations & Cruise Information 

(702) 293-6180 
Lole Mead Crui." i. on Aulhorized Concessionaire ollhe Nolioool Pori. Setvic< 
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Laughlin 

Motortours • Airtours 
Helitours· Rafting· Cruises 

UNIQUE ALL AGE DAY TOURS 
EXCLUSIVE FAMILY RATES 

GRAND 
CANYON 

CORPORATE INCENTIVES • SPOUSE PROGRAMS 
CUSTOM CHARTERS 

.~n'ERSTA'E 
,OUAS'll 

24 Hour Reservations: 

(702) 293·2288· (800) 245·1188 

---.---
Las l-egas 

800-351-7400 ext. 1 for toumament infolmation_ 
Queens Summer Classic II • June 2-21 • Four Queens, 
385-4011 or 800-643-6045. 
Blackjack • June 7-9 • Four Queens, 385-40 11 or 800-
643-6045. 
Slats • June 7-9 • Excalibur, 800-879-1379 ext. 7408. 
Slots and Video Poker • June 9 • Flamingo Hilton, 
733-3117 or 800-225-4882. 
Safari Slots· June 9- 11 • Sheraton Deselt Inn, 800-
OJ-SLOTS. 
Slots • June 9-12 • Caesars Palace, 73 1-7485 or 800-
262-2502. 
Surf's Up Slots· June 10-12 • Colof'ddo Belle, laugh­
lin, 800-572-3553. 
Slots • June 23 • Flamingo Hilton, 733-33 17. 

ATTRACTIONS., 
TOlTRS & MUSEU MS 

BOULDER (ITY 
Black Canyon River Raft Tours· 293-3776. 
Boulder City Historic District • Walking tour. 1497 
Nevada Hwy., 293-2034. 
Boulder City/Hoover Dam Museum • 444 Hotel Plaza, 
294- 1988. 
Hoover Dam and Visitor Center· Tours, theaters, ex­
hibit hall. U.S. 93, 293-8367, 293-8000, or 293-8419. 
Lake Mead Cruises/Desert Princess· 293-6180. 
Lake Mead National Recreation Area • 601 Nevada 
Hwy., 293-8906. 

HENDERSON 
Clark County Heritage Museum • 1830 S. Boulder 
I-Iwy. , 455-7955. 
Cranberry World West • Tours of Ocean Spray facility. 
1301 Amel;can Pacific Dr. , 566-7160. 
Ethel M Chocolate Factory and Cactus Garden • Tours. 
2 Cactus Garden Dr. , 458-8864. 
Kidd Marshmallow Factory· Tours. 8203 Gibson Rd., 
564-3878 or 800-234-2383. 
Ron Lee's World of Clowns· Free factory tOUI'S. 330 
Carousel Pkwy., 434-1700. 

LAS VEGAS 
AJ. Hackett Bunjy • 810 Circus Circus, 385-432 1. 
Debbie Reynolds Hollywood Movie Museum • TOLII'S, 
733-2334. 
Floyd Lamb State Park· Picnicking and fishing. 9200 
Tule Springs Rd., 486-5413. 
Fremont Street Experience. Light show hourly from 
dusk to 11 pm. Downtown Las Vegas, 678-5600. 
Grand Slam Canyon • Adventure park with rides and 
attf'dctions. Next to Circus Circus, 800-444-CIRCUS. 
Guinness World of Records Museum· 2780 Las Vegas 
Blvd. S. , 792-3766. 
Holy Cow! Casino • Brewery tours, 732-2697. 
Imperial Palace Auto Collection· 3535 Las Vegas Blvd. 
S. , 794-3174. 
Las Vegas Art Museum· 6130 W. Charleston Blvd., 
647-4300. 
Las Vegas Museum of Natural History. 900 Las Ve­
gas Blvd. N., 384-DlNO. 
Uberace Museum • 1775 E. Tropicana, 798-5595. 
Lied Discovery Children's Museum • 833 Las Vegas 
Blvd. N., 382-KIDS. 
Luxor· King Tut's Tomb, boat ride, 262-4000. 
Marjorie Barrick Museum of Natural History • 4505 
Maryland Pkwy., LV, 895-3381. 



Robert Wadlow, world's tallest man, and a dancer from 
"Splash" at the Guinness World of Records Museum. 

MGM Grand Adventures· Theme park, 891-7979. 
Mirage • Dolphin habitat, white tigers, 791-71 11 . 
Mount Charleston • Recreation info. , 222-1597. 
Nevada State Museum and Historical Sodety • 
Lorenzi Park, 700 1\vin Lakes Dr. , 486-5205. 
Old las Vegas Mormon Fort Historic State Park • 908 
Las Vegas Blvd. N. at Washington (enter from Cashman 
Field parking lot B only) , 486-35 11 . 
Omnimax Theatre • Caesars Palace, 731-7900. 
Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area • 363-
1921. 
Southern Nevada Zoological Park • 1775 . Rancho 
Dr. , 648-5955. 
Spring Mountain Ranch State Park • Red Rock 
Canyon, 875-4 141. 
Sam's Town· Water and laser show, 456-7777. 
Treasure Island • Pirate battIe, 894-7111. 
Wet'n Wild • 2601 Las Vegas Blvd. S., 737-SURF. 

LAUGHLIN 
Big Bend of the Colorado State Recreation Area • 
Four ntiles south of Laughlin, 298-1859. 
lake Mohave Resort • 602-754-3245. 
Riverside Resort • Classic cars, 298-2535. 

MESQUITE 
Arvada Gun Club • Si Redd's Oasis, 346-5232. 

NORTH LAS VEGAS 
The Planetarium • Community College of Southern 
Nevada, 651-5059. 

OVERTON 
Lost Gty Museum of Archaeology • Pueblo culture, 
397-2193. 
Valley of Fire State Park • 397-2088. 

SEARCHLIGHT 
Searchlight Historic Museum • 455-7955. 

STATE LINE 
Buffalo Bill's • RoUer coaster, 382-1111. 

A Reminder: 
To confirm dates and times, please use the phone num­
ber listed with each event. The area code is 702 
throughout Nevada. For hotels' toll-free phone numbers, 
call 800-555-1212. 

Candlelight 
WEDDING CHAPEL 

• Florist, Photos , Rings • Church Organist 
• Minister • Videa Tapes of Ceremony 
• Wedding Packages • Receptions Available 

735-4179 - ALWAYS OPEN 
Out of State: 800-962-1818 

2855 Las Vegas Blvd. South , Las Vegas, Nevada 
Featured on 

NBC's "Today Show" 

" Located ill tbe Henrt of tbe Las Vegas Strip " 
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Reno-Tahoe Territory 
The Reno-Lake Tahoe area offers music, base­

ball, fairs, and more. You can join a wagon train 
in Carson City or watch auto racing at the Reno 
Hilton . The listing is divided into areas of inter­
est. Please call ahead to confirm dates and times. 

May & Jun..e 

POWWOWS, RODEOS & HISTORY 
Nevada Civil War Volunteers at Bowers Mansion • 
May II • Guided tours. Bowers Mansion, Washoe Val­
ley, 356-690 I. 
Comstock Historic Preservation Weekend • May 16-19 
• Victorian house and garden tours, cemetery and mine 
tours, single- and double-jack drilling demonstrations, 
exhibits, lectures, Grand Peacock Promenade and Silver 
Tea on May 19. Virginia City, 882-6657 or 847-0311. 
Pyramid Lake Veteran's Powwow· May 17-19 • 
Honors military veterans, competition dancing, drum 
contest, handgame tournament, 5K spiritual run , pa­
rade, traditional crafts. Gymnasium, Nixon, 574-0110. 
Snowshoe Thompson Festival· June 1-2 • Cr'.tit fair 
and poster contest commemorates early pioneer who 
carried mail from Genoa to Placerville, home and mu­
seum tours, food, trading post. Genoa Courthouse Mu­
seum and Mormon Station State Historic Park, Genoa, 
782-25 18 or 782-392 1. 
Kit Carson Rendezvous and Wagon Train • June 7-9 • 
Two-day wagon train from Reno, rendezvous at Mills 
Park in Carson City, Civil War encampment, ballie reen­
actments, Indian storytelling and teepee decorating, 
country mu iC, staged train robbery, free admission. 
Carson City, 687-7410. 
Highway 50 Assn. Wagon Train· June 9-18 · 46th 
annual, wagon t!"din reenactment from Fuji Park in Car­
son City over Spooner Summit, through South Lake 
Tahoe to Placerville, 30 wagons, riders can join in DU"­
son City or South Lake Tahoe, $10 per day, $60 for eight 
days, 883-4551. 
Father's Day Arts and Crafts Powwow • June 14- 16 
• 15th annual, celebrating legends and family traditions, 

ative American dandng, music and art, Indian (''Icos. 
Stewart Indian Cultural Center, Carson City, 882- 1808. 
Wild Horse and Burro Show· June 14- 16 • Competi-

U of N catcher Slayton Shone ploys boll at Peccole Field. 
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Gliders toke wing above the (orson Volley during the Western States Soaring Competition, June 11-12. 

tion, training, crafts, free admiSSion. Reno Livestock 
Events Center, 329-3877. 
Facets of Nevada Ghost Towns • June 15 • 7- IOpm, 
lecture and sUde presentation on ghost towns by park 
rangers. Dayton State Park, 687-5678 or 687-4379. 
Kit Carson Trail Wild West Tour· June 15 • 1.5-miIe 
narrated, guided walking tour of historic district homes, 
actors portray Sarah Winnemucca and Margaret 
Ormsby, tours start at the Brewery Arts Center, lOam, 
$3 adults, $2 children ages 6ve- 12 and seniors over 50. 
Carson City, 687-7410 or 800- 'EVADA-J. 
Pony Express Re-Ride • June 17-20 • Reenactment of 
historic ride from St. Joseph, MO, to Sacramento, ar­
rives 2am on June 20 at Carson Station Casino. Ex­
changes in Carson City, Genoa, and StateUne, 782-8620 
or 883-1314. 
Reno Rodeo· June 22-30 • 77th annual, major PRCA 
rodeo, activities include parade, carnival, merchandise 
mart. Reno Livestock Events Center, 329-3877. 
Bob Feist Invitational Team Roping Classic • June 24 • 
Reno Livestock Events Center, 209-333-2924 or 800-
TIC-RODEO. 

SEASONAL 
Fiesta Nevada • May 3-5 • Si).1h annual outdoor His­
panic and Latin celebration, music, mariachis, dancers, 
food, crafts. Victorian Square, downtown Sparks, 353-
2284. 
Cinco de Mayo Chili Cook-Off • May 5 · ationally 
sanctioned chili and salsa event. Wagon Wheel parking 
lot, Virginia City, 847-0311. 
Memorial Day Weekend BBQ and Pig Roast· May 25-

26 • 1 Oanl- 1 Opm, street fair, barbecue, pig roasted on a 
spit, music, crafts. Spear Street next to Cactus Jacks, 
Carson City, 882-8770 ext. 11. 
Steam-Up • May 25-27 • Season's first steam-up and 
operation of historic steam locomotive on one-mile 
track. Nevada State Railroad Museum, Carson City, 
687-6953. 

PERFORMANCES 
Concerts in the Atrium· Thru May 24 • Fri . only, free 
classical concerts, noon-I pm. Airport Gardens Office 
Bldg., Reno, 329-1324. 
Ranganiketan Manipuri Cultural Arts Ensemble • May 
10 • 7:30pm, dancers, musicians, singers, martial 
artists, choreographers, and artisans from Manipur, 
India, $12 adults, $6 students. CaI- eva Resort Celebrity 
Showroom, Crystal Bay, 916-546-4602. 
"Nude With Violin". May 10-11 , 17-19, and 24-25 . 
Reno Lillie Theater production of Noel Coward play. 
Masonic Lodge Theater, Reno, 329-0661. 
"The Secret Garden" • May 10-12 and 17-19 • West­
ern Nevada Musical Theatre company production. Car­
son City Community Center, 887-311 5. 
Reno Chamber Orchestra Concert • May II • 8pm, 
guest pianist Vatche Mankerian. ightingale Concert 
Hall, U of ,348-9413 or 784-6145. 
Katia Biensanz Dance Theatre • May 17 • With com­
munity members, based on memories and impressions 
of Virginia City. Virginia City High School Commons, 
847-9ART. 
"Rigoletto" • May 30-June 1 • Nevada Opera performs 
Verdi 's tragedy, guests include Theodore Lambrinos of 
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Spring Motormania 
By Neil Baron 

Jalopies, Ferraris, and other 
classic cars will rule the road 

in the Reno area during May 
and June, when several special 
events celebrate the automobile. 
While all of the shows promise 
piston-packed entertainment, 
each offers a different allure for 
the car enthusiast. 

The Escarabajo Buggy 
Club's 20th Annual Rally, 
May 25-26 in Virginia City, is a 
timed, 35-mile off-road event. 
Organizers expect 100 to 125 
drivers to compete in every­
thing from dune buggies to 
motorcycles. "We make the 
course as tough as we can," says 
rally master Lorry Noble. "It's 
not for the faint-hearted. You 
better be an off-road driver." 

Although the rally on Satur­
day is not geared toward specta­
tors, you can watch the start 
and finish and also see the pa­
rade of cars at 10 a.m. Sunday. 
For details call 702-847 -031l. 

event call 702-847 -031l. 
The Karson Kruzers hold 

their Run What-Cha-Brung 
June 28-30 at Fuji Park in Car­
son City. "The best part of 
these shows is the camaraderie 
of the people," says Jack Ander­
sen, president of the Karson 
Kruzers. Andersen describes the 
event as a "small version of Hot 
August Nights." Enthusiasts 
will bring a wide variety of mo­
torized vehicles-boats and 
motorcycles as well as hot rods 
and custom cars. If it runs, it's 
welcome. 

"A lot of spectators end up 
becoming participants," says 
Andersen. "It's becoming a very 
popular hobby, and it doesn't 
take a lot of money." The 
weekend's activities also include 
dancing to rock ' n' roll music, a 
barbecue, show 'n' shine, and 
lots of car talk. For more infor­
mation call the Karson Kruzers, 
702-687 -7 410. 

Dragsters come to Reno 
during Night Curves June 7-9. 

Classic and custom cars cruise into Reno during Night Curves, June 7-9. 
The National Automobile 

Museum, at the corner of Lake 
and Mill streets in downtown 

Reno, takes an educarionallook at four­
wheeled machines through the years. 
"Tools, Togs, and Touring," which cele­
brates 100 years of automobiles, is in the 
Changing Exhibits Gallety through June 
28. Call 702-333-9300 for details. 

"It's the kickoff of custom-car events in 
the Western United States," says Randy 
Burke, president of Roadshows, which 
produces the event. "It's the first chance 
to get the cars out of the garage after 
the long winter." Night Curves features 
1975 and older cars and trucks, as well 
as show' n' shines, a parade, music, and 
a dance. Drag races will be held Satur­
day and Sunday on a one-eighth-mile 
course at the Reno Hilton. Call 800-
200-4557 for details. 

Other summer events offer contests, 
entertainment, dancing, food, and lots 
of cars. The Reno Hilton Vintage 
Grand Prix, featuring pre-1968 
Porsches, Ferraris, and Jaguars, takes 
place June 15-16 on a 1.2-mile track at 
the Reno Hilton's parking lot. In addi­
tion, the Vintage Auto Fest '96 Car 
Show will be staged. Tickets are $10 for 
one day and $15 for a two-day pass. 

Photo: Lonnie Peck/Reno News Bureau 

Entry to the car show is free. Call 702-
789-2285 or 800-648-3568. 

The Ferrari Owner's Club Hill­
climb, Parade, and Car Show June 
22-23 in Virginia City. The main event 
is a five-mile race against the clock 
from Silver City to Virginia City on 
State Route 341 at speeds of more than 
140 mph. For more information on the 

Neil Baron is a Reno-based freelance 
writer and car buff. 

Cars of the Future: MoreMotor Shows 
T here's more motoring on the way. Up­

coming car events in the Reno-Carson 
area include: 

Sports Cars and All That Jazz, July 5-7 
Reno, 800-367-7366. 

National Truck Week, July 10-14, Reno 
Hilton, 702-826-5337 

Comstock 200 Off-Road Rally, July 11-14, 
Virginia City, 702-847-031l. 

American Heat, July 25-28, festival of clas-

sic cars, Carson City, 702-329-7469. 
Hot August Nights, July 31-Aug. 4, Reno 

and Sparks, 702-829-1955. 
Street Vibrations, Sept. 19-22, Reno, 702-

329-7469 or 800-FOR-RENO. 
Reno Grand Prix Trans Am Race, Sept. 20-

22, Reno Hilton, 702-827-7603. 
Ferrari Owner's Club Hillclimb, Parade, and 

Car Show, fall version on Sept. 28-29, Vir­
ginia City, 702-847-0311. 
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Reno-Tahoe 

the Metropolitan Opera and international tenor Tonio Di 
Paolo. Pioneer Center for the Performing Arts, Reno, 
786-4046 or 800-992-2072. 
Reno Chamber Orchestra Concert • June 8 • Guest vio­
linist Misha Keylin. Hall of Fame Room, Lawlor Events 
Center, Reno, 348-9413. 
Pops Party Concert • June 9 • 12th annual, Carson City 
Chamber Orchestra. Garden of the Governor's Mansion, 
Carson City, 883-4154. 
The Who's HTommy" • June 28-30 • Broadway-show 
series. Pioneer Center for the Performing Arts, Reno, 
348-4600 or 800-714-5331. 

EXHIBITS 
Art Exhibit • Thru May 3 • Paintings and montages by 
Sparks artist Marguerite Crokus. C.I.T.Y. 2000 Gallery, 
Reno City Hall, 329-1324. Vibrant costumes and dancing highlight Sparks' Fiesta Nevada on Victorian Square, May 3-5. 
Nevada Biennial Exhibit • Thfll May 19 • Works cho­
sen £rom statewide artists' competition. evada Museum 
of Art, Reno, 329-3333. 
Dinamation's World of Whales • Thfll June 2 • Giant 
robotic whales. Wilbur D. May Museum, Rancho San 
Rafael Park, Reno, 785-5961. 
Tools, Togs, and Touring. ThfllJune 28 · Celebration 
of the l00th anniversary of the automobile. National Au­
tomobile Museum, Reno, 333-9300. 
Carson Valley TIme tine Exhibit • Thru Aug. 31 • Wall 
chart of the history of the Carson Valley from 1820 to 
2000, photos, drll\vings, maps, and artifacts. Carson Val­
ley Museum and Cultural Center, Gardnerville, 782-2681. 
Nevada Gold Museum • Thru Sept. 2 • Gaming chips 
and gambling-related memorabilia are on display. Sky-

way of the Flamingo lillton Reno, 322-1111. 
Then and Now: Artists Co-Op of Reno 30th Anniver­
sary Exhibit· May 3-31 • "Then" reception 1-4pm on 
May 5, "Now" reception 1-4pm on May 19. Artists Co­
Op Gallery, Reno, 322-8896. 

GENERAL INTEREST 
Bird Watch • May 18 • 8-llanl, locate and identify 
birds along the Carson River, hosted by Lahontan 
Audubon Society, free. Dayton State Park, 687-5678 or 
687-4379. 
All-Breed Championship and Household Pet Cat Show 
• May 18-19 • Reno Uvestock Events Center, 851-3402. 
Family Day • May 20 • 9am-l pm, aircraft displays, 

"CERTIFIED LOOSE': 

Who can you believe 
when it CODles to 
loose $1 slots? 
Since 1985, Fitzgeralds is the only casino 
to use an independent national CPA firm 
to certify the loose payback percentages 
of every $1 machine in Lucky Lane. 

Our $1 slots are 
CERTIFIED LOOSE .. . 
Up to 98.7% payback. 
Why play anywhere else! 

Payback percentages .rounded and calculated on maxImum coins played, 
with perf"'t play. Full listing posted in Lucky Lane. Audited as of July t 8. t 995 
by Deloille & Touche. CPA 
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glider rides, helicopters, and free hot dogs and drinks. 
Douglas County Airport, Minden, 782-5260. 
Best of the Mountain Rib Cook-Off • June 7-9 • Sixth 
aru1Ual, ribs and sauce tasting, craft fair, entertainment. 
Lake Tahoe HOI;zon, Stateline I 588-621 J or 323-0884. 
National Conference ana Tour of the Lincoln 
Highway Assn. • june 11-15 • Lectures and outings. 
Holiday InnlDilUl1ond's Casino, Reno, 916-587-7654. 
Culpepper and Merriweather Grcus • June 17 • 5:30 
and 7:30pm. Dayton Internlediate School, 246-5111 or 
246-7526. 
Wonders of the Summer Sky • June 18-Sept. 15 • 
Fleischmann Planetarium, U of N, 784-4811. 
Carson City Farmer's Market • June 26-0ct. 9 • 
Weekly open-air markel, 4-8pm every Wed., home­
grown fresh fruits and vegetables, crafts and food. Third 
and Carson streets, Carson City, 746-5024 or 687-7410. 

SPORTS & COMPETITIONS 
Reno Chukars • Minor league baseball, Western Base­
ball League. May 23-25 v. Sonoma Crushers, May 27-30 
v. Bend Bandits, june 3-5 v. Salinas Peppers,june 21-23 
v. Grays Harbor Gulis, June 24-27 v. Tri-Cities Posse, 
June 28-30 v. Palm Springs Sun . Moana Stadium, 829-
7890. 
University of Nevada Baseball • May 3-5 v. Pacific, 
May 17-19 v. UCLA. Peccole Field, of N, 348-PACK. 
Indine Ice Foundation Benefit Golf Tournament • May 
20 • Fund-raiser for an ice rink. Incline Village Chanl­
pionship Golf Course, 831-6098. 
Pool Tournament· May 28-June 9 • Amateur and pro­
feSSional divisions, $100,000 purse. Sands Regency, 
Reno, 348-2200 or 800-233-4939. 
Carson Valley SK and 10K Run· june I · inth an­
nual, walk or run. Start behind the Carson Valley Inn, 
782-9711 ext. 625 or 800-321-6983. 
HyaH Invitational Pro-Am Golf Tournament· june 2-
4 • Incline VWage Championship Golf Course, 832-
1162. 
Spring Fishing Derby • June 7 • Sixth annual, fish for 
giant mackinaw on Lake Talloe, cocktaiJ party and ban­
quet to follow at the Carson ValJey Inn, Minden, 782-
9711 ext. 625 or 800-321-6983. 
Western States Soaring Competition • june 11-12 • 
62nd open-class and eighth auxiliary-powered champi­
onships. Douglas County Airport, Minden, 267-4497. 
Farwest Regional Wheelchair Tennis Championship • 
June 13-16 • lOth annual, 8:30am-6pm, more than 150 
world-class wheelchair tennis players compete, Super 
Series-sanctioned. Championship is held at the Washoe 
County Courts, the Plumas Tennis Center, and the 
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Reno Hilton, 852-7077 or 916-587-2108. 
Black Rock Self-Invitational Golf Tournament • June 
21-22 . inth annual, putting :md long-ball contests, 
18-hole play. Lucifer's Anvil Golf Course, Black Rock 
Playa north of Gerlach, 5 I 0-658-5766. 
Reno Rose Summer Biathlon· June 22 • Athletes nm a 
one-mile course, then shoot five targets, all ages and 
abilities welcome. Sky Tavern, Mount Rose, 323-8739. 
Tom Flores Celebrity Golf Classic • June 28 • 32 
celebrities from sports, entertainment, and media will 
play. Rosewood Lakes Golf Course, Reno, 329-4777. 

CARS, MOTORCYCLES & MORE 
Pinenut Cracker Mountain Bike Race • May 4-5 • St.'lrt 
and fini h at the Douglas County Fairgrounds, Gard­
nemlle, 782-7077. 
Western States Racing Assn. Grand Prix • May 11-12 
• Cross-country dirt bike race in the hills surrounding 
Virginia City. Meet at the train depot, Virginia City, 358-
5905 or 847-03 11. 

The Father's Day Arts and Crofts Powwow is held at the 
Stewart Indian Cultural Center on June 14-16. 

Nor-Cal Late Model Stock Car Tour· May 25 • Three 
classes of stock cars run for 1996 championship pOints. 
Silver State Raceway, Carson City, 885-2079. 
Escarabajo Dune Buggy Club Rally. May 25-26 · 20th 
annual, 35-miIe off-road rally. Virginia City, 847-031 I. 
America's Most Beautiful Bike Ride • June 2 • Bike 
ride around Lake Tahoe, starts and finishes at Zephyr 
Cove, includes rest stops with food and beverages. South 
Shore, Lake Tahoe, 588-9658. 
Night Curves· June 7-9 • Classic cars from 1969 to 
the late '70s, shows, drag races. Various locations in 
Reno, 329-7469 or 800-200-4557. 
Harleys at the Horizon • June 14-I 6 • Lake Tahoe 
Horizon, Stateline, 588-62 11. 
Reno Hilton Vintage Grand Prix • June 15- I 6 • Car 
show and racing on 1.2-mile course, tickets are $15 for 
two d.'lys. Parking lots 3, 5, and 6 of the Reno Hilton, 
789-2285 or 800-648-3568. 
Virginia Gty Motorcycle Marathon • Jlme 20-21 • Off­
road dirt bike enduro ride, 847-0523. 
Ferrari Owner's Club Hillclimb, Parade, and Show • 
June 22-23 • Race on State Route 341 , parade and 
show on C Street. Virginia City, 847-03 I I. 
Run What-Cha-Brung • June 28-30 • Car celebration 
with hot rods, custom cars, music, barbecue, show 'n' 

Photo: Larry Taylor 

shine. Fuji Park, Carson City, 882-0829 or 883-0927. 
Risky Biscuit Hayseed Hoot and Round Fender 
Roundup • June 29 • Musical celebration, barbecue, 
1949-55 Chevrolet :md GMC pickup truck meet. Rancho 
evada, Verdi , 345-6788. 

SNOW SPORTS 
Rocky Mountain Snowmobile Hillclimb • May 4-5 • 
North Anleriam points ch:unpionship, torchlight parade 
:md fireworks display at dusk on May 4. Kirkwood Ski 
Resort, 209-258-7386 or 209-258-6000. 

FESTIVALS & CRAFT FAIRS 
RSVP Spring Fun Fair· May 1-5 • Carnival rides, 
games, food bOOU1S, crafts. Mills Park, Carson City, 687-
4680. 
Silver State Dance Festival· May 3-5 • Square and 

round dancing, clogging. Reno-Sparks Convention Cen­
ter, 322-0027 or 673-2547. 
Minden Spring Arts and Crafts Street Fair • May 18-
19 • Crafts, food, music. Esmeralda Avenue, Minden, 
782-4227. 
Celebrate the River • June 2-4 • Sixth annual, music, 
food, street performers, crafts, concerts, clilldren's ac­
tivities. Raymond I. SmiUl Truckee River Walk and Wing­
field Park, downtown Reno, 334-2077. 
Carson Valley Days • June 7-9 • Parade, softball tour­
nament, crafts, rodeo events. Lampe Park, GardnerviUe, 
265-7000 or 265-5281. 
River Gty Storytelling Festival· June 8 • 2-9pm, na­
tionally known storytellers, free. Wingfield Park, down­
town Reno, 785-4527. 
Valhalla Renaissance Festival • June 8-9 • lOam-5pm, 
Elizabethan fair, dances, costtlmed performers, jousting 

With all the fun and excitement~!!~~:;:;;!!!~:::::::~~ 
planned, you know something 
will happen at the Reno Rodeo 
this year that you'll remember for 
a long time. Nine thrilling rodeo 
performances. Cowboy Country 
shops and exhibits. The hottest 
country music concerts anywhere 
including John Anderson, June 21. 
A colorful parade and a big time 
carnival. Bring the family for a real 
western experience. 

For tickets call 
800-TIC-RODEO 

or 
6&l!JS'S' 
T/CK/!!/tTS· 

Photos by Ira Mark Gastin & Fred Cornelius 
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Happy times are 
yours with a 

Carson Nugget 
Fun Pack! 

Only $39 per couple 
with this ad ••• Here's 

what you get: 
Value 

2 Buffet Dlnners .. ... .. ..... ....... $14.oo 
4 50e Keno Credits ............... $ 2.00 
4 Cocktails ........................... $ 8.00 
4 Lucky Bucks ..................... $ 4.00 
4 $1.00 Gaming Tokens ........ $ 4.00 
Deluxe Motel Room 
1 Night per couple ................ $44.00 

Total Value $76.00 
Your Price Only $39.00 

Second night room only $22.50" plus tax 

Here'sallyoudo: 
1. CallCityCenterMotell-800-338-7760for 

yourroomreservatlon & mention DrIve-Up. 
2. Onan1val at theCityCenter Motel present 

thlscertlftcate.paythe$39.00tothedesk 
c1erkandrece1veyourCarsonNugget 
Casino FUN PACKcouponbook. 

3. Go to the Carson Nugget to redeem those 
couponsfor: 
Gaming 21. Craps. Roulette. Slots and 
Progressive Poker Machines. FIne Food 
Buffets. Oyster Bar. Snack Bar. Coffee 
Shop. and Steak House. Entertainment 
UveMusiceverynight (except Monday) In 
ourTheaterLounge. Cocktails At the 
Bonanza Barorthe intimate Cork and 
Bottle Lounge. 

Limit one Fun Pack per 
couple per week. 

Both must be 21 years of age. 
This offer, in all or part, 
is subject to cancellation 
or revision at any time. 

Rooms subject to availability 

The canon Nugget 
The IIIppIeat CeIIno In the WOIId 

507 N. canon St., canon CIty, NMdI89701 

TRY OUR NEW SPORTS BOOK 
CITY CENTER MOTEL 

800 N. Carson St., 
Carson City. Nevada 89703 

1-800-338-7760 
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The Truckee River is the center of attention during the Celebrate the River festivities in downtown Reno, June 2-4. 

tournaments, crafters, $7 adults, $4 children. Camp 
Richardson Resort, South Lake Tahoe, 916-542-4166. 
Tallac Site Celebration • June 23 • 2-5pm, kicks off the 
Valhalla Summer Arts Music Festival July 6 thru August, 
music, hors d' oeuvres, art, $ 5 admission. Tallac His­
toric Site, South Lake Tahoe, 916-542-4166. 

BEER & WINE TASTING 
Soroptimist Wine Tasting • June 1 • 22nd annual . 
Northstar Village, orthstar-at-Tahoe, 916-562-101O. 
Reno West Coast Wine Tasting and A Taste of 
Nevada • June 7 • Taste medal winners, sample 
gourmet foods from local restaurants. Reno-Sparks 
Convention Center, 827-7711 or 800-FOR-RENO. 
Beer festival • June 17 • Eighth annual, microbrews, 
music, and appetizers, $20. Northstar Village, Northstar­
at-Tahoe, 916-562-1010. 
Suds festival • June 29 • Microbrews and wines, ap­
petizers. Pony Express Pavilion, Carson City, 883-4413. 

Skyfire • July 4 • Reno, 800-FOR-RENO. 
Isuzu Celebrity Golf Championship • July 12-14 • 
Stateline, Lake Tahoe, 916-544-5050. 
Hot August Nights • July 31-Aug. 4 • Reno-Sparks, 
829-1955. 
Nevada State fair • Aug. 21-25 • Reno, 688-6767. 
Nugget Best in the West Rib Cook-Off • Aug. 30-
Sept. 2 • Sparks, 353-2284. 
Great Reno Balloon Race • Sept. 6-8 • 826-1181. 
Virginia Gty International Camel Races • Sept. 6-8 • 
847-0311. 
National Championship Air Races • Sept. 12-15 • 
Reno-Stead Airport, 972-6663. 
Reno Grand Prix Trans Am Race • Sept. 20-22 • Reno 
Hilton, 827-7676. 
Dayton Valley Days • Sept. 21-22 • 246-7909. 
Genoa Candy Dance • Sept. 28-29 • 782-TOWN. 
firefest '96 • Oct. 4-6 • Reno, 789-2000. 
Great Itanan festival • Oct. 12-13 • Reno, 786-5700. 
Nevada Day Parade and Celebration • Oct. 31 • Car­
son City, 882-2600. 
Celtic New Year • Nov. 1-3 • Reno, 800-535-3045. 

National Senior Pro Rodeo finals • Nov. 4-10 • Reno, 
829-7469. 
Celebrate Christmas on the River • Nov. 30 • Reno, 
334-2414. 
Sparks Hometowne Christmas • Dec. 7 • 353-2284. 
Buck-n-Ball '96 • Dec. 31 • Reno livestock Events Cen­
ter, 800-FOR-RENO. 
Cowboy Jubilee and Poetry • March 8, 1997 • Carson 
City, 883-1532. 

SI-I()W{;lJII)E 

The Reno-Lake Tahoe area offers production shows and 
big-name entertainment. The Oak Ridge Boys will be at 
Silver Legacy, and Bill Cosby returns to Harrah's Lake 
Tahoe. It's always wise to call ahead for show times and 
reservations. 

RENO/SPARKS 
Atlantis Casino Resort • 825-4700 or 800-723-6500: 
Bands such as Impulse and Memphis Exchange play 
6pm-5:3Oam nightly in the Center Stage Cabaret and on 
weekends at the Atlantis nightclub. 
Grcus Gnus • 734-0410: Free circus acts, l1am-mid­
night. 
Eldorado • 786-5700, 800-648-5966 (U.S. outside 
Nevada) or 800-648-3024 (Canada): Danny Marona 
and Rob Hanna perlorm in the cabaret; Brew Brothers: 
Crazy Copper Keys (Wed.-Sun.). 
fitzgeralds • 785-3300 or 800-648-5022 (U.S. outside 
Nevada) . 
flamingo Hilton Reno • 785-7080: Flamingo Show­
room: "American Superstars" (dark Tues.); "Fierce," 
revue, alternates with the Powwer House Band in the 
Showspot Cabaret (dark Mon.); music at Top of the 
Flamingo Hilton restaurant (dark Tues.) ; Outdoor Plaza: 
Creedence Clearwater Revisited, May 17-18. 
Harrah's Reno· 788-3773 or 800-HARRAHS: Sammy's 
Showroom: "Playboy's Ecstasy" and "The Great Reno 
Wild Wild West Show" (dark Tues.) ; Big Tiny little, May 
7-12; Sodety of Seven, May 14-26; Juice Newton, June 
18-23; bands play during holidays in the Rendezvous 
Bar. 
John Ascuaga's Nugget" Sparks, 356-3304 or 800-

Photo: Lonnie PecklReno News Bureau 



HOTELS 

Casino Notes 
Eldorado Redo: The Eldorado's recent 

renovations to its mezzanine include 
stone-arched walkways and columns. In 
addition, the Eldorado Expressions gift 
shop and the new arcade have been 
moved next to the Chefs' Pavilion buffet. 
Bistro Roxy, a Parisian-style bistro, bar, 
and restaurant, is scheduled to open on 
the Grand Plaza in the future. 

Star Struck: Harrah's Lake Tahoe re­
ceived a 1996 Four-Star Award from the 
Mobil Travel Guide. Four-Star lodgings 
are known for luxury, outstanding cui­
sine, and exceptional service. 

Academic Rewards: Alex Searcey, a 22-
year-old college student, won $2,658,725 
at Harrah's Reno last January. The win was 
Reno's largest-ever Quanermania jackpot. 

Smoke-Free in Sparks: John Ascuaga's 
Nugget in Sparks has convened two more 
of its 26 hotel-tower floors to nonsmok­
ing. The hotel now has a total of 11 non-

smoking floors, with 276 rooms available. 
Officials say the conversion is in response 
to the number of guests who request 
nonsmoking rooms. 

Award Alley: Bowlers Journal, a leading 
trade publication, recently named the 
National Bowling Stadium in Reno "Per­
son of the Year" -the first time in the 
award's 10-year history that the Person of 
the Year was not a person. The stadium is 
credited with increasing interest in bowl­
ing nationally and internationally. The 
facility is featured in the movie Kingpins, 
scheduled for release this summer. 

Sports and Suds: The remodeled Corner 
Sports Bar at the Ormsby House in Car­
son City has added microbrews, a fire­
place, and two eight-foot TV screens. 
The decor is Victorian with dark wood 
and brocade upholstery on the chairs and 
booths. Also, the casino recently added 
bingo and keno to its gaming list. 

Arches and columns an the Eldorado's menanine 
create an entrance ta the Grand Plaza. 

Good Dea~ The editors of Blackjack Con­
fidential magazine recently named the 
Peppermill as the "player's choice" for 
blackjack among Northern Nevada casi­
nos. The casino offers only single-deck 
blackjack and player-oriented rules. 
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648-1177 ( .S. and evada): Celebrity Showroom: Ray 
Price, May 2-15; Riders in the Sky, May 16-29; Michael 
Martin Murphey, May 30-June 12; Bellamy Brothers, 
June 13-26; Rose Ballroom: TBA; bands play nightly in 
the Casino Cabaret and Trader Dick's restaurant. 
Peppermill • 826-212 1 or 800-648-6992: Music nightly 
on the casino stage. 
Plantation Station • Sparks, 359-9440. 
Reno Hilton • 789-2285 or 800-648-3568 (U.S. outside 
Nevada): Hilton Theatre: Jeff Kutash's "Splash" (dark 
Thurs.); Aspen Lounge: Bands play Tues.-Sun.; Just for 
Laughs Comedy Club: Comics perform; outdoor con­
certs by major entertainers are scheduled May-Oct. 
Reno Hotel • 788-2000. 
Silver Club • Sparks, 358-4771 or 800-648- 11 37 ( .S. 
outside Nevada). 
Silver legacy • 325-SHOW or 800-687-7733 ( .S. , 
Canada, and Mexico): Grand E.xposition Hall: Paul Anka, 
May 10-11; Oak Ridge Boys, June 28-29; Silver Legacy 
Gazebo: Wally Jones and Perry Joe Schirmer, afternoons 
noon-6pm; Gary Xavier, evenings till midnight; bands 
play in the Legacy Saloon 9pm-3anl Fri. and Sat. 
Western Village • Sparks, 331-1069 or 800-648- 1170. 

CARSON CITY lCARSON VALLEY 
Carson Nugget. 882-1626 or 800-426-5239 (conti­
nental .S. including Nevada): Preston Hodge appears 
in the Cork lmd Bottle 3-9pm except Mon. ; bands such 
as Get Ready and the Motifs play at tlle Nugget Showbar. 
Carson Station· Carson City, 883-0900. 
Carson Valley Inn • Minden, 782-97 11 or 800-321-
6983: Entertainment TueS.-Sat. includes The Act and 
Valentino and Sol. 
Ormsby House • Carson City, 882-1890. 
Pinon Plaza • Carson City, 885-9000: Karaoke, Mon. ; 

Visit 

Comedian Bill Cosby makes a return engagement to 
Harrah's lake Tahoe June 7-8. 

Savage plays in tlle sports-book lounge Wed. -Sat. 
Sharkey's Nugget • Gardnerville, 782-3 133. 
Topaz Lodge. Topaz Lake, 266-3339. 

STATELINE, LAKE TAHOE 
Bill's lake Tahoe· 588-2455. 
Caesars Tahoe • 588-3515 or 800-648-3353: Circus 
MllXimus: Melinda, First Lady of Magic, thru May 26 
(dark Wed.) ; Penn and Teller,June 8. 
Harrah's lake Tahoe· 588-6606 or 800-HARRAHS: 
South Shore Room: "Lacumba!" Latin revue, May 4-Aug. 
5; Sheena Easton, May 17- 19; Asleep at the \Vheel, May 

Only Minutes Away 
from Reno, Lake Tahoe 
& Carson City 

For Information About 

Virginia City 
CALL 702-847-0311 
Circle Reader Service Card No. 048 

FUNDED BY THE V.C.C.T.A. AND THE NEVADA COMMISSION ON TOURISM 
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24-26; Three Dog Night, May 31-June 2; Bill Cosby, June 
7-8; The Four Tops,June 14-16; Williams and Ree,June 
21-23; Lou Rawls , June 28-30; Casino Center Stage: 

ightly blmds. 
Harveys • 588-2411 ext. 2883 or 800-553-1022 ext. 
2883 ( .S. and Nevada): Emerald Theatre: "Dick 
Clark's American Bandstand, live at Harveys," musical 
revue \vith Dick Clark as video host; Uewellyn 's: Ron 
Rose Sound; music in tlle Emerald Party Lounge. 
lake Tahoe Horizon • 588-62 11 or 800-322-7723: 
Grande Lake Theater: Rita Rudner, May 17-18; Gal­
lagher, May 25-26; Little River Band, June 21-22; BTO, 
June 28-29; Golden Cabaret: "Phantasy," magiC and 
comedy revue (dark Mon.); bands play nightly in the 
Aspen Lounge. 
Lakeside Inn • 588-7777. 

NORTH LAKE TAHOE 
Cal-Neva Resort· Crystal Bay, 832-4000 or 800-225-
6382. 
Crystal Bay Club • Crystal Bay, 831-0512: Madison Ave. 
lmd Impact play in the casino lounge. 
Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe· Incline Village, 832-1234. 
Tahoe Biltmore • Crystal Bay, 831-0660: Music and 
dandng nightly in the Aspen Lounge. 

(;AMIN(; 
'1'4)1 J I(NAM EN'I'~ 

May & Jun.e 

Club Legacy Slot Marathon • May 2-3 • Silver Legacy, 
329-4777. 

Reno 

Holiday 
For Two! 

Take a break on the banks 
of Reno's beautiful Truckee River 

Package Includes: 
• Deluxe room for two nights. 
• Dinner for two, with wine, in the 

Shore Room Restaurant, overlooking 
the beautiful Truckee River. 

• A complete breakfast for two. 
• Complimentary cocktails in the River Bar 

& ComstOCk Lounge. 
• Gaming package for two. 
• Courtesy baggage handling & valet parking. 
• Courtesy airport shuttle . 

Per Person 

.. --II 0 TEL 

2 NIGHTS. 3 DAYS 
Everything Included 

HOLIDAY 
DOWNTOWN RENO 

On the beautiful 
T fl)ckee River 

CASINO 

~ 
702-329-0411 
800-648-5431 

Subject 10 Availability · Excluding Holidays and Weekends 
Major Credit Cards Accepted. See Your Travel Agent, or Call. 



Slots and Poker • May 3 • Lakeside Inn, Stateline, 586-
7710. 
Keno • May 5-6 • Silver Legacy, 329-4777. 
Junior Classics Slots· May 5-8 • john Ascuaga's 
Nugget, Sparks, 356-3300. 
Slots· May 10-11 • Sands Regency, 348-2200. 
Spring Slots· May 10-11 • Carson Valley Inn, Minden, 
782-9711 ext. 7 II or 800-321-6983. 
Blackjack • May 10-12 • john Ascuaga's ugget, 
Sparks, 356-3300. 
Slam Dunk Blackjack • May 10-12 • Fitzgeralds, 786-
3663. 
Slots· May 12-13 · Peppermill, 689-7282. 

A mountain-man encampment is pari of the Kit (arson 
Rendezvous at Mills Park in (arson City, June 7-9. 

Mother's Day Slots • May 12-15 • Flamingo Hilton 
Reno, 322-1 III. 
Keno • May 17-19 • john Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks, 
356-3300. 
Dollar Slots • june 2-4 • john Ascuaga's Nugget, 
Sparks, 356-3300. 
Slot Marathon • june 2-4 • Eldorado, 786-5700. 
Mini-Slots • june 8-9 • john Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks, 
356-3300. 
Slots • june 9-10 • Peppermill, 689-7282. 
Blues Festival Dollar Slots • june 14-16 • Fitzgeralds, 
786-3663. 
Spring Blackjack. June 21-23 • Flamingo Hilton Reno, 
322-1111. 
Summer Poker • june 21-28 • Peppermill, 689-7275. 
Junior Slots· june 23-26 • john Ascuaga's Nugget, 
Sparks, 356-3300. 
Slots and Keno Spectacular. june 28-29 • Sands Re­
gency, 348-2200. 

ATTRACTIONS 
TOI JHS & MllSEI 1MS ., 

CARSON CITY 
Brewery Arts Center • 449 w. King St., 883-1976. 
Children's Museum of Northern Nevada • 813 N. Car­
son St. , 884-2226. 
Kit Carson Trail • Walking tour, talking houses on AM 
radio, 687-7410 or 800-638-2321. 

Photo: Nancy Whitmore 

Trflt Yoursrlf toa LuxuriCNs Spa Svitf_ 
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HISTORIC NEVADA 

ST. CHARLES 
HOTEL 

CARSON CITY, NEVADA 

c~ True Nevada Experience" 

*' Nevada's Oldest Continually 
Operated Hotel- Est. 1862 

*' Across from the State Capitol 
*' Bar, Two Restaurants, Art 

Gallery and Antiques 

For Room Reservations 

(702) 882-1887 
310 S. CARSON STREET 
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PREVIEW 

Promenade Through the Past 
By Cynthia Kennedy 

I t's been more than 100 years since 
the bonanza went bust in Virginia 

City, but the days of opulence and Vic­
torian splendor will be celebrated during 
Comstock Historic Preservation Week­
end, May 16-19. This is an annual op­
portunity to peek inside the beautiful 
old homes of Virginia City, besides tak­
ing the hoop skirt out of mothballs for a 
grand promenade. 

To put you in a Com­
stock frame of mind, 
University of Nevada au­
thor and archaeologist 
Donald Hardesty willlec­
ture on "The Bonanza!" 
at 8 p.m. Thursday at the 
Gold Hill Hotel. History 
further comes to life dur­
ing the next evening's 
"Comstock Revisited" 
Chautauqua, when char­
acters from Virginia 
City's past entertain visi­
tors with yarns about 
their Lives. 

On Saturday you can 
visit several private homes 
and gardens that will be 
open to the public ftom 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Among 
them is the Pink House 
in Gold Hill, which has a 
panoramic view of Gold 
Canyon and the Sierra. 

door of any home on the circuit 
Free guided tours of the Virginia City 

Cemetery are conducted at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday and Sunday. Also on Saturday, 
you can watch miners' drilling demon­
strations or take a mine tour before the 
Grand Costume Ball at 7:30 p.m. and 
the Midnight upper. Period costumes 
or formal attire are required for the 
dance, and after all those waltzes, polkas, 

In Virginia City you'll be Virginia City relives its heritage during Preservation Weekend. Above, 
able to indulge your cu- residents Squeek and Roger laVake at the Fourth Ward SchooL 
riosity when the doors of 
the Purkey home are opened. The attic 
bedroom, it is rumored, once was home 
to Sam Clemens. Another stop on the 
tour is the J.J. Page residence, which is 
charmingly furnished with unusual Vic­
torian antiques. 

Upon entering each home you'll be 
guided by characters of the 1800s. You'll 
learn how the current owners of these 
100-year-old houses have preserved 
Comstock history while uniting it with 
their own families' heritages. You can 
purchase a tour ticket for $12 at the 

and reels a supper will be set out at mid­
night T ickets are $17.50. 

The following day's festivities will be­
gin with the Grand Peacock Promenade 
at noon on C Street, culminating at the 
Fourth Ward chool for the Silver Tea 
and Musicale. For more information 
about Comstock Historic Preservation 
Weekend call 702-847-6657 or 702-
847-3011. 

Cynthia Kennedy is a Virginia City-based 
freelance writer and photographer. 

Photo: Gary Elam 



Nevada State Capitol • 687-5030. 
Nevada State Library and Archives • Slate Constitution 
exhibit. 100 StewaJ1 St. , 687-5210. 
Nevada State Museum· 600 N. Carson St., 687-4810. 
Nevada State Railroad Museum • S. Carson SI. at 
Fairview Dr., 687-6953. 
Nevada Supreme Court • Tours, Stewart St. , 687-8616. 
Roberts' House Museum • 1207 N. Carson SI. , 882-
1805. 
Stewart Indian Cultural Center· 5366 Snyder, 882-
1808. 
Warren Engine Co. No. 1 Museum • 777 S. Stewart St. , 
887-2210. 

DAYTON 
Dayton State Park· 687-5678. 

GARDNERVILLE 
Carson Valley Museum and Cultural Center • Old Dou­
glas County High School on Hwy. 395 S., 265-2889. 

GENOA 
Genoa Courthouse Museum • SellSonal, 782-4325. 
Marmon Station State Historic Park • SelISonal, 782-
4325,687-4379. Golfing in the Block Rock Self-Invitational, June 21 -22 near Gerlach, may have you going in circles. 
Walley's Hat Springs • 2001 Foothill Rd., 782-8155. 

LAKE TAHOE 
Lake Tahoe Nevada State Park • 2005 Hwy. 28, In­
cline Village, 831-0494. 
M.S. Dixie II Stern wheeler • Zephyr Cove, 588-3508. 
Ponderosa Ranch· SelISonal, Incline Village, 831-069 1. 
Tahoe Gal Paddlewheeler • TallOe City, 916-583-0141. 
Tahoe Queen Sternwheeler • SOUUl Lake Tahoe, 800-
23-TAHOE. 

Come See What's Happening! 

September 14 
YERftGTON'S GREM AMBUCAN 

SACK RACE & mST AJIAIAL 
PIlBII SWITCH RUN 

Photo: Carolyn Fox 

Tahoe Rim Trail • 1 SO-mile system, 588-0686. 
U.S. Forest Service Visitors Center • Stream chamber 
in creek, 916-573-2600. 
Vikingsholm • Tours, 916-525-7232. 
Zephyr Cove Resort • 588-502 1. 

RENO 
Animal Ark • North of Reno on Red Rock Rd. , 969-
3111. 

Earth Window Museum· 500 . Sierra St. , Town Cen­
ter Mall, 333-2828. 
Fleischmann Planetarium • U of ,784-4811. 
Galena Creek Regional Park· Mount Rose Hwy. , 785-
4319. 
Liberty Belle Slot Collection • Liberty Belle Saloon, 
4250 S. Virginia SI. , 825-1776. 
National Automobile Museum • 10 Lake SI. S. , 333-
9300. 

Take a swing at 
mid-week golf. 

From 

$129 
per couple 

From 

$169 
per couple 

2 nights - Carson Valley Motor Lodge 
Golf at Carson Valley Golf Course 

2 nights - Carson Valley Inn 
Golf at Genoa Lakes 

Call for details 800-321-6983, ext. 665 
Mon. - Fri. 8:30 am 5pm HOTEL. CASINO. RV RESORT 

US Hwy 395 N, Minden, NY 
Sun-Wed. arrivals only. Holidays excluded. Tax extra. 
Certain restrictions apply. Prices may vary . 
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"CAEsARS EMPERORS CLUB ThEArED ME 
To A GoURMET FEAsT AND FINE WINE." 
Join Emperors Club, free! You can earn 
legendary camps such as: FREE hotel stays. 
FREE invitations to VIP parties. FREE show 
tickets to super tar entertainment. 
CASH back on slots. And more. 

No OrHER CLUB CoMPS LIKE CAEsARS. 

Caesars gaming club tracks all game , 
with no minimum bet required. Your 
complimentary credits accumulate from 
trip to trip , giving you more of an 
opportuni ty to earn rewards. For more 
information call 1-800-648-3353. 

AN ITT ENT E RT A I N M EN T CO MP ANY 
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TONOPAH 
HISTORIC 

MINING PARK 
TWO OU CE _999 SILVER CO IN 

839.00 + 2.50 Shipping 

Order your collectors coin now and 
help preserve Central evada's rich 
mining history. Proceeds from coin 
sales wi ll help further development 

ofthe Tonopah Historic Mining Park 

TONOPAH HISTORIC MINING PARK 
PO BOX 965 ' TO OPAH ' NY 89049 

PHONE (702) 482-5920 

Reno-Tahoe 

National Bowling Stadium • Domed theater. 300 . 
Center St. , 334-2695. 
Nevada Historical Society Museum· 1650 N. Virginia 
St.,688-1190. 
Nevada Museum of Art, E.L Wiegand Gallery • 160 
W. liberty St., 329-3333. 
Raymond I. Smith Truckee River Walk and Wingfield 
Park Amphitheater • 334-20n 
Reno Tahoe Gaming Academy • Tours. 300 E. First St. , 
Suite 103, 329-5665. 
Wilbur D. May Arboretum and Botanical Garden • 
Rancho San Rafael Park, 785-4153. 
Wilbur D. May Great Basin Adventure • Seasonal, 
Rancho San Rafael Park, 785-4064. 
Wilbur D. May Museum • Rancho San Rafael Park, 
785-5961. 

PYRAMID LAKE 
Numana Hatchery Visitors Center • 574-0290. 

SPARKS 
Sparks Heritage Foundation and Museum • 820 Victo­
rian Ave. , 355- 11 44. 
Wild Island • Water-theme park, other attractions, off 
1-80, 359-2927. 

VIRGINIA CITY 
Assay Office Museum • 847-07n 
The (astle • Seasonal, 847-0275. 
(hollar Mine • Tours, seasonal, 847-0155. 
Fourth Ward School Museum • Historical displays in 
1876 school, 847-0975. 
Julia C. Bulette Red Light Museum· 847-9394. 
Liberty Engine (0. No. 1 (omstock Firemen's Museum 
• Seasonal, 847-0717. 
Mackay Mansion Museum • Artifacts, furnishings, sil­
ver collection, 847-0173. 
Mark Twain Museum of Memories • 847-0454. 
Nevada Gambling Museum· 847-9022. 
Piper' s Opera House • Seasonal, 847-0433. 
Ponderosa Mine • Tours, 847-0757. 
Territorial Enterprise Mark Twain Museum • 847-
0525. 
Virginia and Truckee Railroad· Tourist train to Gold 
1-lill ,847-0380. 
Virginia aty Radio Museum· 847-9047. 
Virginia aty Tours· arrated trolley tour, 786-0866. 
Way It Was Museum • 847-0766. 
Wild West Museum· Seasonal, 847-0400. 

VERDI 
Boomtown Family Fun (enter • 345-8668. 
Bull (reek Ranch • Trail, wagon, and sleigh rides, 345-
7600. 

WASHOE VALLEY 
Bowers Mansion Park • Historic mansion of Comstock 
millionaires, 849-1825. 
Davis (reek Park • 849-0684. 
Old Washoe Stables. 1201 Hwy. 395, 849-1020. 
Washoe Lake State Park • Picnicking, camping, 
E. Lake Blvd., 687-4319. 

A Reminder: 
To confirm dates and times, please use the phone num­
ber listed with each event. The area code is 702 
throughout evada. For hotels' toll-free phone numbers, 
call 800-555-1212. 



Rural Territories 
May & June 

COWBOY 
COUNTRY 

RODEOS, FAIRS & FESTIVALS 
Memorial Day Weekend Barbecue • May 
24-26 • Music by the Bermuda Cowboys, 
bingo. Outdoor Inn, Jarbidge, 488-23 11 . 
Portuguese Festa • May 26 • Mass, parade, 
sopa, baked goods, crafts. Community cen­
ter, Lovelock, 273-2566 or 273-2510. 
Winnemucca Mule Show and Races • June 
1-2 • 10th annual , parimutuel racing and 
mule show. Humboldt County Fairgrounds, 
Winnemucca, 623-2220. 
Winnemucca Basque Festival • June 8-9 • 
Parade, games of strength and endurance, 
traditional dancing, Mass, family-style steak 
dinner. Humboldt County Fairgrounds, Win­
nemucca, 800-WMCA-NEV. 
Nevada State High School Rodeo Finals • 
June 12-16 • Bareback, saddle bronc, steer 
wrestling, calf and teanl roping, goat tying, 
bull riding, barrel racing. Elko County Fair­
grounds, Elko, 753-6051 or 744-4200. 
Winnemucca Junior Rodeo· June 29-30 • 
Youngsters 15 and under compete. Hum-

boldt County Fairgrounds, Winnemucca, Dancers are a highlight of Winnemucca's Bosque Festival, June 8-9. 
623-2220. 
Lamoille Country Fair· June 30 • 21st an-
nual, crafts and food. uUlloille Women's Club House, 
738-4488. 

PERFORMANCES 
Standing Room Only • May 11 . orthern Nevada Con­
cert Orchestra performance, light classical and contem­
porary favorites. Elko Convention Center, 738-4 187. 
Cream of Wit Improvisational Group • June 1 • Com­
edy troupe perfornls. Great Basin College Campus The­
atre, EIko, 753-2237. 
Jazz Festival • June 16 • Jazz and big-band groups. 
Great Basin College Campus quad, Elko, 753-2237. 

EXHIBITS 
Local Mine Employees Exhibit • May 6-June 24 • 
ortheastern eV'dda Museum, Elko, 738-3418. 

Art in the Park· May 18 • Crafts, food, entertainment. 
Carlin, 754-6354. 
Basque Exhibit • June 24-July 31 • Coinciding with 
National Basque Festival July 5-7. Northeastern Nevada 
Museum, Elko, 738-3418. 

GENERAL INTEREST 
Spring Home Show • May 4-5 • EIko Convention.Cen­
ter, 738-4091 or 800-248-3556. 
Elko Mining Expo and Golf Tournament • June 3-7 • 

Photo: Jess W. Smith 

E.xhibits of mining equipment and supplies, demonstra­
tions of latest technology in processing techniques, golf 
toullllunent. E1ko Convention Center and Ruby View Golf 
Course, 738-4091. 
Pony Express 100 • June 7-9 • Open-road race from 
Battle Mountain to Austin, bed races, car show and pa­
rades, street dance, barbecue. Battle Mountain and 
Austin, 635-8245. 
Bordertown Bike Challenge. June 8-9 • Sixth annual, 
24-miIe cross-country mountain-bike race in Oasis fol­
lowed by one-mile circuit race in Wendover, 664-3414 
or 208-342-3910. 
Keno Tournament· June 13- 14 • State Line Casino, 
Wendover, 664-223 1. 

PONY EXPRESS 
TERRITORY 

RODEOS, HORSES & FESTIVALS 
Eureka and Palisade Railroad Slide Show • May 17 • 
Eureka Opera House, 237-5269. 
Fallon Horsemen's Assn. Horse Show· May 18 • 
Churchill County Fairgrounds, Fallon, 423-7733. 
Nevada Quarter Horse Assn. Horse Show • May 24-
27 • Churchill County Fairgrounds, Fallon, 423-7733. 

Roping Contests • June 16 • Austin Roping 
Arena, 964-2304 or 964-2626. 
Pony Express Re-Ride • June 17-20 • Reen­
actment of historic ride from St. Joseph, MO, 
to Sacramento, mail enters NeV'dda near Ibu­
pall, UT, at 9:30pm on June 17. The 1860 
Pony Express Trail is visible at points along 
U.S. 50 East, exchanges take place at Cold 
Springs and F0I1 Churchill, 782-8620 or 883-
1314. 
American Bashkir Curly Registry Convention 
and Horse Show· June 20-22 • 26th annual, 
all -curly breed show, clinics, gathering 
honors uniqueness of "curlies," free admis­
sion. White Pine Convention Center and Fair­
grounds, Ely, 289-4999. 

PERFORMANCES 
William Eaton Ensemble • May 4 • Impres­
sionistic musical arrangements using hand­
crafted instruments such as the lyre, harp, 
guitar, and mandolin , $7 adults, $5 seniors 
and children under 15. Eureka Opera House, 
237-6006. 
Holly Dunn • May 10 • Country-western mu­
sic, tickets $15. Eureka Opera House, 237-
6006. 
Country Music Concert • May II • Billy Joe 
Shaver and his son Eddy perform. Fallon Con­
vention Center, 423-1440. 
Desert Oasis Music Festival and Ragtown 
Rendezvous· June 1-2 • Bluegrass, folk, and 
country music, workshops, CflUters, living his-
tory reenactments, demonstrations, and ex­
hibits. Churchill County Fairgrounds and 

Churchill Regional Park, Fallon, 423-7733 or 423-1440. 

GENERAL INTEREST 
Fernley Fly-In • May 4-5 • Egg drop, WWlI fighter 
planes on display. Tiger Field Airport, Fernley, 575-
4459. 
Fort Churchill Celebration • May 4-5 • 1860s historical 
reenactments by Nevada Civil War Volunteers and 
evada Pony Express Assn. Fort Churchill State Historic 

Park, Silver Springs, 577-2345 or 356-690 I. 
Hidden Cave Tours· May 11 and 25 and June 8 and 13 
• 9:30 am, BLM gUide leads hike to archaeological site. 
Churchill County Museum, Fallon, 423-3677. 
Wine Tasting. May 18-19 • Eureka Opera House, 
237-6006. 
Ely After Dark· May 18 and June 15 • One-and-a-half 
hour trip along the Keystone Route on a diesel train, 
departs at dusk, \\~th cheese, crackers, lvine, and fruit 
provided, $19.95. Nevada Northern Railway Museum, 
East Ely, 289-2085. 
A Trip Into the Past· May 25 • Children eight to 12 
learn to chum butter, spin, and make ropes, paper, and 
ice cream. Churchill County Museum, Fallon, 423-3677. 
Common Birds of the Great Basin • May 25 and June 9 
• 10th anniversary program lvilh area birder Melissa 
Renfro. Great Basin ational Park, Baker, 234-733 1. 
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Gridley Days • June 14-16 • 12th annual, National Old 
Time Fiddler's Contest, evada State Fiddler's Champi­
onship, doo-dah parade, flour-sack auction, evada 
Civil War Volunteers encampment. Austin, 964-2200. 
The Border Inn 10th Anniversary Celebration • June 
15 • Buffet and crafts fair. The Border Inn, 13 miles 
east of Great Basin National Park, 234-7300. 
Useful Plants of the Great Basin • June 22 • 10th 
anniversary progr'dITl with naturalist Jody Davila. Great 
Basin ational Park, Baker, 234-7270. 

CARS & MOTORCYCLES 
Top Gun Drag Races • May 4-5,25-26, and June 8-9 • 
Top Gun Raceway, Fallon, 423-3 104. 
Silver State Classic Challenge • May 18-19 • High­
speed auto race on State Route 318 between Lund and 
Hiko. Host city is Ely, 289-8877. 
Desert Cruisers Ry-deo • June 9 • Motorcycle rodeo. 
Churchill County Fairgrounds, Fallon, 423-7733. 
Cascade Sled and Truck Pulls · June 15 • ChurchiU 
County Fairgrounds, Fallon, 423-7733. 

PIONEER 
TERRITORY 

FESTIVALS 
Pioche Heritage Days • May 12-14 • 14th annual, 
short plays depicting stories from Pioche history, art dis­
play. Town Hall, 962-5544. 
Smith Volley Strawberry Festival • May 19 • Straw-

VISIT HISTORIC ... 
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William Eaton plays his stringed instruments in 
Yerington on May 3 and Eureka on May 4. 

berry shortcake, strawberry-themed boutique, poetry, 
music. nited Methodist Church, Smith Valley, 465-
2481. 
Jim Butler Days • May 24-27 • State championship 
mining events, street dance, contests, barbecue, parade, 
talent show, chili cook-off, arm wrestling, horseshoe 

... S INCE J.sea 

WALKING TOUIIS 
Historic Round l'.mlrtll ..... ~ 

State of the Art Pla'ran,u4: 

and volleyball tournaments. Tonopah, 482-3859. 
Lincoln County Homecoming • May 25-27 • Caliente, 
726-3129. 
Portuguese Festa • June 1-2 • Saturday night family 
party and dance at 9pm, Sunday parade at 9:30am, Mass 
at lOam where the queens will be crowned, sopa at 
noon, auction. Catholic Center, Yerington, 463-3842. 
Pizen Switch Round-Up • June 30 • 15th annual, town 
picnic, bring your own lunch or join the 1 pm potluck, 
music. Mountain View Park, Yerington, 463-4232 or 
588-5372. 

SEASONAL 
Armed Forces Day Celebration • May 18 • 46th an­
nual, parade, picnic, open house on base, evening 
dance for teens, street dance for adults. Hawthorne, 
945-5896. 
Beta Sigma Phi Coyote Chase • June 15 • lOth annual, 
10K and 5K runs, two-mile walk, pancake breakfast at 
7am, crafts, book sale, buggy and wagon rally, barbe­
cue, music, dance. Heyday Inn Green and CoG Bar, 
Smitll Valley School, 465-2422 or 265-2147. 

PERFORMANCES 
Wilham Eaton Ensemble • May 3 • Music derived from 
string instruments. Yerington Theatre for the Arts, 463-
3066. 
uMrs. Loy Ford: Between Two Worlds" • May 25 • 
Dr. Sue Fawn Chung in a Chautauqua performance, 
7pm. Central evada Museum, Tonopah, 482-9676. 
uJames P. Beckwourth: Mountain Man, Explorer, 
Rancher" • May 25-26 • J. Holmes Armstead in a Chau­
tauqua performance, Saturday 4pm, Sunday 1 pm. Cen­
tral evada Museum, Tonopah, 482-9676. 

CAR SHOWS & RACES 
Spring Fhng • May 18 • Classic-car show, street dance, 
barbecue. Casino West and Dini's Lucky Club, Yering­
ton, 463-2245. 
Hawthorne Classic Auto Cross • May 25-26 • Sports 
Cars of America timed competition, 945-5896. 
VORRA Off-Road Races • May 25-27 • Saturday night 
parade and Sunday races. Yerington, 463-2245. 

TOURS 
Fossil House and Ghost Town Tours • State park 
rangers lead tours of 225-million-year-old icl!thyosaur 
fossils and the Berlin ghost town site, call for days and 
times. Berlin-Ichthyosaur State Park, 964-2440. 

C()l\'lIN{; EVENI'I'S 

Fourth of July Celebrations • Statewide. 
Twin States Ranch Hand Rodeo • July 4-5 • Rodeo 

Visitors to Jim Butler Days in Tonopah, May 24-27, can 
watch miners' drilling contests and other tests of skill. 

Photo: Jim Galli (bottom) 
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Sunday Drivers 
'VThen you think of 
W auto racmg, you 

might think of closed-track 
ovals and the smell of diesel 
fuel. But in Nevada, fast 
cars often compete on the 
open road. 

In a salute to some fast 
riders of yesteryear, a car 
race from Battle Mountain 
to Austin will be the main 
event of the Pony Express 
100 on June 7-9 . The 
weekend activities will in­
clude a car show at Battle 

Drivers race from Battle Mountain to Austin during the Pony Express 100 in June. 

mattress, four wheels, a 
push rod, and a rider in cos­
tume. Trophies go to the 
best decorated bed and best 
costume, as well as the 
fastest entries. After the bed 
races is a street dance. 

The 89-mile car race will 
take place on State Route 
305 starting at 9 a.m. Sun­
day. Racers can reach speeds 
of up to 200 mph on the 
trek south. After all the cars 
have crossed the finish line, 
there will be a parade in 

Mountain High School, where fans can see the race cars, meet 
the drivers, and vote for the People's Choice Awards. Friday's 
Welcome to Battle Mountain Party starts at 5:30 p.m. at the 
civic center. Saturday features a parade of cars at 10 a.m. and a 
barbecue. 

Austin, lunch, and a caravan back to Battle Mountain. 
Spectators are not permitted on the course during the race. 

However, visitors can watch the start in Battle Mountain and 
the finish in Austin. To enter the race, contact the Roger Ward 
Classic Auto Racing Society, 805-274-4068. For more informa­
tion about the weekend events call the Battle Mountain Cham­
ber of Commerce, 702-635-8245.-Marty Hunter 

The infamous Battle Mountain bed races are held at 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday. Each bed-racing team has a speedy custom rig with a 

ATTENTION RV'rs 

WIN a 100 OZ. 

8'LV_BaR 
----<~:~ -

For information, 
a list of RV parks, and your 

FREE passport through Rural 
Nevada write: 

PIONEER TERRITORY 
PASSPORT 

P.o. Box 1958 
Hawthorne, NY 89415 

Travel the Silver Trails 

Winn ucca 
With major attractions like 

the Buckaroo Hall of Fame 

and a full schedule of 

rodeo events, 

you'll always find the 

old West in Winnemucca. 

And more ... 

Dig for opals. 

Visit a ghost town. 

Tour a gold mine. 

Dine on Basque cuisine. 

Saddle that with legendary ;c;'l 

~ t:'A 
Nevada gaming, and hold on tight '- . 

for one fun vacation! 
;."..' 

Call us for your free visitor's guide! 

1-800-WMCA-NEV 

! 

Or write the Winnemucca Convention & Visitors Bureau, 50 West Winnemucca Blvd., Winnemucca, V 89445 
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Kids and clowns enjoy the lamoille Country Fair. 

grounds, McDermitt, 532-8742. 
Elko's National Basque Festival· July 5-7 • 738-799 1. 
All-Indian Rodeo, Stampede, and Pioneer Days • July 
19-21 • Fallon, 423-2544. 
Silver State Stampede. July 20-2 I • Eiko, 738-1499. 
Lyon County Fair and Rodeo· Aug. 15-18 • Yerington, 
463-2090. 
Winnemucca Labor Day Rodeo and Fair • Aug. 30-Sept. 
I • 800-WMCA-NEV. 

Rail Days • Aug. 30-Sept. I • Ely, 289-2085. 
Western Art Roundup • Aug. 30-Sept. 2 • Win­
nemucca, 529-0452 or 623-2225. 
Elko County Fair • Aug. 30-Sept. 2 • Elko, 738-36 16. 
Pioche Labor Day • Aug. 3 I-Sept. 3 • 962-5544. 
Rich Roping: West Desert Finals • Sept. 7-9 • Wen­
dover, 664-3289. 
Pahrump Valley Harvest Festival· Sept. 13-15 • 727-
5800. 
Fernley Frontier Days and Rodeo • Sept. 28-29 • 575-
4459. 
World Finals • Oct. 13-15 • Bonneville Salt Flats, Wen­
dover, 664-34 14. 
Te-Moak Powwow· Oct. 19-20 · Elko, 738-7681. 

SHOWGUIDE 
Casinos often bring star entertainment to rural Nevada. 
For example, Danny Marona lvill appear at Cacnls Petes 
in Jackpot, and the popular club bruld Steel Breeze plays 
at Stockmen'S in Elko. Many lounges have comedy or 
karaoke during the week ruld bands on weekends. Call 
ahead for show times. 

COWBOY 
COUNTRY 

BATTLE MOUNTAIN 
Nevada Hotel· 635-2453. 
Owl Club • 635-5155. 

ELKO 
Commercial Hotel • 738-3 181: Comedy on Wed. 

• Cowboy Poetry Gathering 
Invitational Chariot Races 

. ~ .... ~_. '~_~ Mountain Biking 

Write or Call : 
Nevada's Cowboy Country 

Dept.NM 
1601 Idaho St. 

Elko, Nevada 89801 
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Indian Pow Wow 
AMA Mule Show & Races 
Basque Festival 

Western Folklife Round-up 
Hot Air Balloon Festival 

Frontier Days • County Fairs and Livestock Show 
Western Art· Covered Wagon Trail Ride 
Horse Shows • World Championship Roping 

(702) 738-7135 or 
1-800-248-3556 

Holiday Inn • 738-8425: Piano bar, Tues.-Sat.; dance 
club, Thurs.-Sat. 
Red Lion· 738-2 111 or 800-545-0044 (Western .S. 
outside evada): Club Max Showroom: Comedians and 
a country band, Tues. -Sun. 
Stockmen's Hotel· 738-5 141 or 800-648-2345 ( .S. 
and Nevada): Doug Supernaw, May 3-4; Wheels, May 7-
19; Midnight Riders, May 21-June 2; Steel Breeze, June 
4- 16. 

JACKPOT 
Barton's Club 93 • 755-234 1. 
Cactus Petes • 755-232 1 or 800-821-1103: Cabaret 
Lounge: Danny Marona, June 25-July 7. 
Horseshu Casino • 755-232 1. 

MILL CITY 
Burns Bros. Casino • 538-7306: Bands play in Mr. B's 
Lounge. 

WENDOVER 
Nevada Crossing • 664-2900 or 800-537-0207. 
Peppermill • 664-2255 or 800-648-9660 (U.S. outside 
Nevada). 
Rainbow Casino • 664-4000 or 800-2 17-0049. 
Red Garter • 664-2111 or 800-982-2 111 (continental 

.S. outside Nevada) . 
Silver Smith • 664-2231 or 800-354-3671 . 
State Line • 664-2221 or 800-648-9668. 

WINNEMUCCA 
Winners Hotel • 623-2511: Shawn Jones, thru May 7; 
Madison Ave., May 7- 12; Livin' Daylights, May 14-19; 
R.C. and Lonesome Heart, June 11 -23; karaoke on 
Mon., comedy on Wed. 

PONY EXPRESS 
TERRITORY 

ELY 
Hotel Nevada· 289-6665: Comedy on Tues. 

FALLON 
Bonanza Inn • 423-3111 ext. 47. 
Fallon Nugget. 423-3 111. 

PIONEER 
TERRITORY 

BEATTY 
Exchange Club • 55 3-2368. 
Stagecoach. 553-2419 or 800-4BIGWIN ( .S. outside 
'evada) . 

HAWTHORNE 
EI Capitan. 945-332 1. 
Joe's Tavern • 945-2302. 

PAHRUMP 
Mountain View Casino and Bowl· 727-7777. 
Saddle West Casino • 727-1111 or 800-GEDDY-UP. 

TONOPAH 
Mizpah Hotel· 482-6202. 
Station House· 482-9777. 

YERINGTON 
Casino West • 463-2481 or 800-227-4661 (U.S. and 
Nevada). 
Dini's Lucky Club • 463-2868. 

Photo: Kate Butler 



Jarbidge Wilderness Area • 
orth of Elko, 208-543-4129. 

Northeastern Nevada Mu­
seum • 1515 Idaho St. , Elko, 
738-3418. 
Pershing County Marlen 
House Museum· Marzen Ln ., 
Lovelock, 273-7213. 
Western Folktde Center • 501 
Railroad St. , Elko, 738-7508 
or 800-748-4466. 
Wild Horse State Recreation 
Area • 65 miles north of Elko, 
758-6493. 

PONY EXPRESS 
TERRITORY 
Cave Lake State Recreation 
Area • 15 miles south of Ely, 
728-4467. 

area, 24 miles east of Austin on U.S. 50. 
Nevada Northern Railway Museum· Seasonal, 1100 
Ave. A, East Ely, 289-2085. 
Sand Mountain· 20 miles east of Fallon, 885-6000. 
Ward Char(oal Ovens State Histori( Site • 16 miles 
(11 dirt) south of Ely, 728-4467. 
White Pine Publi( Museum • 2000 Aultman St., Ely, 
289-4710. 

PIONEER TERRITORY 
Belmont Courthouse State Histori( Site • 50 miles 
north ofTonopah, 867-3001. 
Berlin-I(hthyosaur State Park· 23 miles east of Gabbs, 
964-2440. 
Cathedral Gorge State Park • Panaca, 728-4467-
Central Nevada Museum· Tonopah, 482-9676. 
Death Valley National Park • Via Beatty or Pahrump, 
619-786-2331. 
Un(oln County Histori(al Museum· Pioche, 962-5207. 
Lyon County Museum· Yerington, 463-2245. 
Million Dollar Courthouse • Pioche, 962-5182. 
Mineral County Histori(al Museum • 400 10th St. , 
Hawthorne, 945-5142. 

Tom Sanders rides Georgi Zarina at the American Bashkir Curly Registry 
Convention and Horse Show in Ely. Curly horses and fans gather June 20-22. 

Chur(hill County Museum and 
Hidden Cave • Tours of mu­
seum and archaeological site, 
1050 S. Maine St. , Fallon, 423-
36n 

Pahrump Valley Winery • Tours, 38 10 Winery Rd ., 
727-6900 or 800-368-WINE. 
Rhyotlte Bottle House, Histori( Site • Four miles west 
of Beatty, 553-2424. 

ATTRAcr-rIONS 
TOlll{S & l\Il JSEllMS ., 

COWBOY COUNTRY 
Bonneville Salt Flats • Wendover, 801-977-4300. 
Bu(karoo Hall of Fame • Winnemucca, 623-2225. 
GiantTufa Park. West of Lovelock, 273-7213. 
Humboldt Museum • Winnemucca, 623-29 12. 

TilE 

AUTHENTIC STEAM 
& DIESEL RIDES 

May 25 & 26 • June 8 & 22 
July 4,6,7 & 20 • Aug. 3, 4, 17 & 31 • Sept. 1 

Guided Tours & Gift Shop - Wed. thru Sun. 

Photo: Ruben J . Gonzales 

East Ely Railroad Depot Mu-
seum • 289-1663. 

Eureka Opera House • Open Mon.-Fri . or by appoint­
ment, tours, Eureka, 237-6006. 
Eureka Sentinel Museum· Eureka, 237-5010. 
Fort Chur(hill State Histori( Park· Silver Springs, 577-
2345. 
Great Basin National Park • Baker, 65 miles east of 
Ely, 234-733 1. 
Hi(kison Petroglyph Recreation Site· Ancient rock-art 

Walker Lake State Recreation Area • Hawthorne, 945-
5896. 

A Reminder: 
To confirm dates and times, please use the phone num­
ber listed with each event. The area code is 702 
throughout Nevada. For hotels' toll-free phone numbers, 
call 800-555-1212. 

BUILD ANEW LEGEND 

• Casino & Hotel 
• Fine Dining 
• Entertainment 
• General Store 
• 8arber/Beauty Shop 
Seven Miles North of 
Death Valley Junction 

STATELINE 373 • AMARGOSA VALLEY, NEVADA 89020 
(702) 372-1777 • FAX (702) 372-128 0 
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Vacation Hot Lines 
Where to call or write for travel tips. 

When planning your Nevada 
trip or vacation, be sure to 
write or phone these one­

stop sources for infonnation. 
If you plan to stop by a chamber 

(C of C) office, chances are it will be 
open in the daytime Monday through 
Fliday. 

When calling long distance within 
evada, be sure to first dial the state's 

area code (702). 

Statewide Information 
Nevada Commission on Tourism: Capi­
tol Complex, Carson City, NY 89710; 
687-3636 or 800-NEVADA-8 anywhere 
in U.S. and Canada 

Las Vegas Territory 
Boulder Gty C of C: 1305 Arizona St., 
Boulder City, NY 89005; 293-2034 
Boulder City Visitor Center: 100 
Nevada Hwy. , Boulder City, NY 89005; 
294- 1220 To assist you in 
Henderson C of C: 100 East Lake 
Mead Drive, Henderson, NY 89015; 
565-8951 
Hoover Dam Visitors Services: Box 
60400, Boulder City, NY 89006; 293-
8367 

your travels through 
Nevm/a, the state has ·been 
divided into five territories: 
Las Vegas, Reno-Tahoe, 

Jean Visitar Center: Interstate 15 Rest 
Area (8 mi. south of Jean), Jean, l\TV 
89019; 874-1360 
Las Vegas C of C: 711 East Desert 
Inn Road, Las Vegas, NY 89 109; 735-

Cowboy Country, Pony Express, 
and Pioneer. Indian. Territory 
encmnpasses aD of NevadA. 

1616 
Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority: 3150 
Paradise, Las Vegas, IV 89109; 892-07 11 
Latin C af C: 829 S. Sixth St., Las Vegas, NY 89125; 385-
7367 
Laughlin C of C: Box 77777, Laughlin, NY 89028; 298-
2214 or 800-227-5245 outside Nevada 
Laughlin Visitor Bureau: 3650 S. Pointe Cir., No. 100-B, 
Laughlin, NY 89029; 298-3022 
Laughlin Visitor Center: 1555 Casino Dr., Laughlin, NY 
89029; 298-3321 or 800-452-8445 
Mesquite Area C of C: 250 W. Mesquite Blvd. , Box 785, 
Mesquite, NY 89024; 346-2902 
Mesquite Visitar Center: Interstate 15 Exit 122, Box 
1560, Mesquite, NV 89024; 346-2703 
Moapa Valley C of C: Hwy. 169, Box 36 1, Overton, IV 
89040; 397-2 193 (Lost City Museum) 
Nevada Black C of C: 1048 W. Owens Ave. , Box 4850, 
Las Vegas, NY 89106; 648-6222 
North Las Vegas C of C: 1023 E. Lake Mead Blvd. , 
North Las Vegas, NY 89030; 642-9595 
Southern Nevada Arts Hot Une: Local arts and cultural 
events; on touch-tone phone call 385-4444 and enter 
code 2172 
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Reno-Tahoe Territory 
Carson Gty C of C: 1900 S. Carson St., Suite 100, Car­
son City, NV 89701; 882-1565 
Carson Gty Convention and Visitors Bureau: 1900 S. 
Carson St., Suite 200, Carson City, NY 89701; 687-7410 
or 800-NEV ADA-1 in U.S. 
Carson Valley C of C and Visitors Authority: 1524 
Hwy. 395, No. 1, Gardnerville, NY 894 10-7814; 782-
8144 or 800-727-7677 in U.S. 
Greater Reno-Sparks C of C: 405 Marsh Ave., Reno, 
89505; 686-3030 
Incline Village/Crystal Bay C of C: 969 Tahoe Blvd. , 
Incline Village, NY 8945 1; 83 1-4440 
Incline Village/Crystal Bay Visitors and Convention 
Bureau: 969 Tahoe Blvd., Incline Village, NY 8945 1; 
832-1606 or 800-GO-TAHOE anywhere in U.S. 
Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority: 11 56 Ski Run Blvd. , 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150; 916-544-5050, 800-AT­
TAHOE in .S. 
North Lake Tahoe C af C: 245 . Lake Blvd., Tahoe City, 
CA 96145; 916-581-6900 
Reno-Sparks Convention and Visitors Authority: 4590 
S. Virginia St. , Reno, NV 89502; for information call 

827-RE 0 or 800-FOR-RENO in .S. 
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Tribal 
Council: 98 Colony Rd. , Reno, NY 
89502; 329-2936 
South Lake Tahoe C of C: 3066 Lake 
Tahoe Blvd., S. Lake Tahoe, CA 96150; 
916-541-5255 
Sparks C of C: 831 Victorian Ave., 
Sparks, NY 89431 ; 358-1976 
Tahoe-Douglas C of C: Box 7139, 
Stateline, 89449; 588-4591 
Tahoe North Visitors and Canvention 
Bureau: Box 5578, Tahoe City, CA 
96145; 916-583-3494 or 800-TAHOE 
4U 
Virginia City C of C: V&T Railroad 
Car, CSt. , Virginia City, NV 89440; 
847-0311 

Cowboy Country 
Battle Mountain C of C: Box 333, 
Battle Mountain, NY 89820; 635-8245 
Elko C of C: 160 1 Idaho St., Elko, 
89801; 738-7135 
Elko Convention and Visitors Author­
ity: 700 Moren Way, Elko, NY 89801 ; 
738-409 1 or 800-248-ELKO outSide 

evada 
Jackpot Visitor Information: Box 508, 
Jackpot, NV 89825; 755-2321 or 
800-821-1103 anywhere in U.S. 
(Cactus Petes) 
Jarbidge Community Assn.: do Trad­
ing Post, Box 260072, Jarbidge, NY 
89826; 488-2315 
Lovelock C of C: Box 821 , Lovelock, 

NY 89419; 273-72 13 
McDermitt Informatian: Box 278, McDermitt, NY 
8942 1; 532-8742 
Wells C of C: Box 615, WeUs, NY 89835; 752-3540 
Wendover USA Visitors/Conventian Bureau: Box 
2468, Wendover, NV 89883; 664-3414 or 800-426-
6862 outside evada 
Winnemucca C of C: 30 W. Winnemucca Blvd. , Win­
nemucca, NY 89445; 623-2225 
Winnemucca Convention and Visitors Bureau: 50 W. 
Winnemucca Blvd. , Winnemucca, NY 89445; 623-5071 
or 800-WMCA-NEV 

Pony Express Territory 
Austin C of C: Box 212, Austin, NY 893 10; 964-2200 
Dayton Area C of C: 15 Main St., Box 408, Dayton, NY 
89403; 246-7909 (open Thurs.-Sun.) 
Ely's Bristlecone Convention Center: 150 Sixth St. , Box 
958, Ely, NY 89301; 289-3720 
Eureka County C of C: Box 14, Eureka, NY 89316; 
237-5484 
Fallon Convention and Tourism Authority: 100 Campus 
Way, Fallon , 89406; 423-4556 or 800-874-0903 
anywhere in U.S. 



Fernley ( of (: 485 Truck Inn Way, Box 1606, Fernley, 
NY 89408; 575-4459 
Greot Basin ( of (: Box 90, Baker, NY 893 11 ; 234-
7302 
Greater Fallon Area (of (: 379 W. Williams Ave., Fal­
lon, NY 89406; 423-2544 
Silver Springs EDASS (Econ. Dev. Authority of Silver 
Springs): Box 269, Silver Springs, NY 89429; 577-2069 
White Pine C of (: 636 Aultman, Ely, NY 8930 I; 289-
8877 

Pioneer Territory 
Amargosa (of (: HCR 69-2 Box 401W, Amargosa, NY 
89020; 372-5459 
Beatty ( of (: Box 956, Beatty, NV 89003; 553-2424 
(aliente ( of (: Depot Building, Box 553, Caliente, NY 
89008; 726-3129 
Gabbs, Gty of: Box 176, Gabbs, NY 89409; 285-4019 
Goldfield ( of (: Box 219, Goldfield, NY 89013; 485-
3453 
Goldfield Historical Society: Box 178, Goldfield, NY 
89013; 485-6365 
Greater Smoky Valley C of C: Box 2020, State Route 
376 at Carver's Sl<1tion, Round Mountain, NY 89045; 
377-2490 
Mason Valley ( of (: 227 S. Main St. , Yerington, NY 
89447-2536; 463-2245 
Mineral County C of C: 601 Fifth St. , Box 1635 , 
Hawthorne, NY 89415; 945-5896 
Pahrump Valley ( of (: Box 42, PaiulImp, NY 89041; 
727-5800 or 800-633-WEST 
Pioche (of (: Box 127, Pioche, NV 89043; 962-5544 
Tonopah C of (: 301 Brower Ave. , Box 869, Tonopah, 
NY 89049; 482-3859 
Tonopah (onvention (enter: Box 408, Tonopah, NY 
89049; 482-3558 

Indian Territory 
Inter-Tribal (ouncil of Nevada: 806 Holman Way, 
Sparks, NY 89431 ; 355-0600 
Indian Territory: Stewart Indian Cultural Center and 
Museum, 5366 Snyder Ave., Carson City, NY 89701; 
882-1808 

State and National Parks 
Death Valley National Park: Death Valley, CA 92328; 
619-786-2331 
Great Basin National Park: Baker, 1\'" 89311 ; 234-
733 1 
Lake Mead National Recreation Area: 601 evada 
Hwy., Boulder City, NY 89005; 293-8907 
Nevada Division of State Parks: Capitol Complex, 
Carson City, NY 89710; 687-4370 
Red Rock (anyon National (onservation Area: Box 
26569, Las Vegas, NY 89126; 363- 1921 

More Outdoor Activities 
Bicycling in Nevada: evada Department of Transporta­
tion: 1263 S. Stewart St. , Carson City, NY 89712; 687-
4997 
Bureau of Land Management: Main: Box 12000, Reno, 
NY 89520; 785-6402; Box 26569, Las Vegas, NY 89126; 
647-5000; Box 831, Elko, NY 89801; 738-4071 
Humboldt National Forest: 2035 Last Chance Rd. , Elko, 
NY 89801; 738-5 171 
Nevada Division of Wildlife: Main: Box 10678, Reno, 
NY 89520; 688-1500; Southern Nevada: State Mail 
Complex, Las Vegas, 89158; 486-5127 
Pyramid Lake: Pyramid Lake Fisheries: Star Route, Sut­
cliffe, NY 895 10; 476-0500 
Toiyabe National Forest: 1200 Franklin Way, Sparks, 

V 8943 1; 331-6444; 2881 S. Valley View, Suite 16, 
Las Vegas, NY 89102; 873-8800 

Right between Reno and Las Vegas is 
Pioneer Territory, full of natural wonders and 

historic towns- some populated, some not! 
You'll love our heartland hospitality and spirit. 

Take a drive and get caught up in it today. 

For more injormation,write 

Nevada's 

PIONEER TERRITORY 
P.O. Box 1958, Hawthorne, NY 89415 
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DINING 
DIRECTORY 

The following Nevada dining directory in­
cludes current magazine advertisers. 

Each listing gives sample dishes, whether 
breakfast, lunch , or dinner (8 , L, D) are 
served, and accepted cred it cards. Price 
ranges refer to typical entree price per person: 
up to $10 ($), $11 to $20 ($$), $21 to $30 
($$$), and more than $30 ($$$$) . To phone 
from out of state or long distance in-state, the 
area code is 702 throughout Nevada. 

Las Vegas Area 
AMERICAN 

Imperial Palace Hotel/Emperor's Buffet-731-3311 . 
Carving station featuring roast baron of beef. B, L, 
D. $, major. 

Imperial Palace Hotel/Imperial BuffetfTeahouse--
731 -3311 . Carving station featuring prime rib of 
beef. Weekend brunch. B, L, D. $, major. 

Riviera Hotel/Kady's Coffee Shop-794-9318. Deli­
style restaurant open 24 hours wilh daily specials, 
deli , and kosher items. B, L, D. $-$$, major credit 
cards accepled. 

INTERNATIONAL 
Riviera Hotel/Mardi Gras Food Court-734-511 O. 

Nine quick-service restaurants serving food from 
around the world. B, L, D. $, no CC. 

Riviera HotellWorld 's Fare Buffet-794-9400. Fea­
tures a variety of intemational cuisines plus prime rib 
served nightly. B, L, D. $, major. 

TONOPA~ 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

& MINES, INC. 

"* GHOST TOWNS 

"* CASINOS 

"* MUSEUM 
"* MINING HERITAGE 

Relax and enjoy our 
f riendly atmosphere. 

We are waiting to weet you! 

IIW Jim Butler Days 
Every Memorial Weekend 

702-482-3859 
P.o. Box 869 

TONOPAH, NEVADA 89049 
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ITALIAN 
Imperial Palace/Pizza Palace--794-3261. 

Pizza, pasta, salads. L, D. $, major. 
Riviera Hotel/Ristorante Italiano-794-9363. 

Vermicelli salsa bella vista , lobster Fran­
caise, fresh seafood. D. $-$$$$, major. 

ASIAN 
Imperial Palace/Ming Terrace--794-3261 . 

Mandarin and Cantonese cuisine, abalone, 
kung pao shrimp, roast duck. D. $$, major. 

Riviera HoteVRik' Shaw-794-9537. Pineapple 
duck, orange roughy with black pepper 
sauce. Beef, shrimp, chicken , and pork 
sauteed with Chinese vegetables in oyster 
sauce. D. $-$$, major. 

STEAK & SEAFOOD 
Imperial Palace/Seahouse--794-3261. Alaskan 

King crab legs, hot and cold appetizers, 
seafood salads. D. $$, major. The Empress Court at Caesars Tahoe presents Chinese cuisine. 

Riviera Hotel/Kristofer's-794-9233. Steak, 
seafood, and chicken. Complete dinners in-
clude glass of house wine, vegetable tray, breads, 
salad, entree, dessert bonbons . D. $$, major. 

Laughlin 
Ramada Express/Dining Car Coffee Shop-298-

4200. Open 24 hours. B, L, D. $, major. 
Ramada ExpresS/Passaggio Italian Gardens-298-

4200. Pastas and pizzas. D. $, major. 
Ramada Express/Roundhouse Buffet-298-4200. B, 

L, D. $, major. 
Ramada ExpressIThe Steakhouse-298-4200. Spe­

cializing in flame-broiled meats. D. $, major. 

Reno-Carson Area 
AMERICAN 

Carson NuggetlBuffet-882-1626. Sunday cham-

14 MILE LONG WALKER LAKE 

Cj 
-------

Abundant 
Recreational Opportunitiee 

Walker Lake Boating 

Water SIdIng 

Scuba DIving 

Wind SUrftng 

Balloon Sailing 

Camping 

Picnicking 

Aahlng !YI'-Roundl 

Hlklng/Blklng 

Where the day!; jU!;t aren't tong enough! 

for more info, call: (702) 945-5896 
Mineral County • Hawthorne • Nevada 

pagne brunch, Saturday breakfast buffet, Friday 
seafood buffet. B, L, D. $, major. 

Carson NuggetlCoffee Shop-882-1626. Open 24 
hours. B, L, D. $, major. 

Carson Valley Inn/Fiona's-Minden, 782-4347 
Steaks, seafood, veal , soup and salad bar. L, D, 
Sunday brunch. $-$$, major. 

Carson Valley InnlKatie's- Minden, 782-9711. Four­
course prime rib dinner, steak and lobster, half­
pound burgers. B, L, D. $-$$, major. 

Carson Valley Inn/Michael 's- Minden, 782-9711. 
Rack of lamb and fresh seafood creations. D. 
Closed Tuesdays. $-$$, major. 

EldoradolThe Brew Brothers- Reno, 786-5700. 
Gourmet pizzas, ribs, barbecued shrimp, sausage 
sampler. L, D. $, major. 

Fitzgeralds Reno/Molly 's Garden-785-3300. 
Omelets, prime rib, sandwiches, salads. Open 24 
hours. B, L, D. $, major. 

Fitzgeralds Reno/O 'Lucky's Buffet-785-3300. Ca-

HOTEL CASINO • DOWNTOWN RENO 

DELUXE ACCOMMODATIONS 
In the Heart of Downtown Reno 

3 DAYS/2 NIGHTS 

STARTING AT $ 7000 
* 

FUN PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

• 2 FREE Prime Rib Dinners 

• 4 FREE Drinks Per Day 

• 2 Casino Fun Books Per Day 

• FREE Valet Parking 

• FREE Airport ShuHle 

1-800-874-5558 
* Base<! on double occupancy. (Sunday Ihru Friday on~. Exduding holiday & 
spec~1 evenl periods.) Thru Nov. 2. 1996. caU10r package rales & da1es. 



sino buffet restaurant, open daily. B, l , D. $, major. 
Holiday Hotel Casino/Shore Room-Reno, 329-0411 . 

Fresh salmon in chive sauce, chicken, prime rib, 
steamed vegetable basket. B, l , D. $, major. 

John Ascuaga 's Nugget/General Store-Sparks, 
356-3300. Prime rib, giant apple pancake, seafood 
louis, Sunday brunch. B, l , D. $, major. 

John Ascuaga 's Nugget/Rotisserie-Sparks, 356-
3300. Buffet, Sunday brunch. l , D. $-$$, major. 

Peppermill HoteVCoffee Shop-Reno, 826-2121 . Filet 
of chicken croissant, Mediterranean omelet, Califor­
nia tostada salad, stuffed shells Florentine. B, l , D. 
$-$$, major. 

Peppermill Hotel/Island Buffet-Reno, 826-2121. 
Seafood buffet Friday. B, l , D. $-$$, major. 

Silver legacy/legacy Saloon and Deli Exchange­
Reno, 329-4777. Roast garlic Rosemary chicken 
with spinach pizza, chicken, warm lamb and feta 
cheese salad, assorted deli sandwiches. B, l , D. $ , 
major. 

Silver legacyNictorian Buffet-Reno, 329-4777 
Prime rib , shrimp and crab cioppino, homemade 
ravioli, chicken cacciatore. B, l , D. $ , major. 

Virginian HoteVRanch Restaurant-Reno, 329-2673. 
Gambler's Breakfast, prime rib, New York steak. B, 
l , D. $, AE, MC, v. 

BASQUE 
louis' Basque Corner-301 E. Fourth St. , Reno, 323-

7203. Sweetbreads, tripe, paella, other seafood 
dishes. l , D. $$, major. 

FRENCH/CONTINENTAL 
Peppermill HoteVle Moulin-Reno, 826-2121. Broiled 

swordfish Santa Cruz, filet mignon, bearnaise, veal 
piccata, lobster linguine a la Roma. D. $$-$$$, 
major. 

INTERNATIONAL 
Eldorado/Choices-Reno, 786-5700. Express cafe 

with hofbrau, deli , bakery, ice cream. B, l , D. $ , 
major. 

Eldorado/Chefs' Pavilion Buffet-Reno, 786-5700. 
Rotisserie chicken, mushroom ravioli , salad bar, 
prime rib. B, l , D. $, major. 

EldoradofTivoli Gardens- Reno, 786-5700. Multi-eth­
nic, 24-hour restaurant. B, l , D. $ , major. 

Peppermill HoteVFood Court-Reno, 826-2121 . Man­
icotti marinara, prime rib, kung pao shrimp, chicken 
fajitas. B, l , D. $ , major. 

ITALIAN 
EldoradO/la Strada-Reno, 786-5700. Northern Italian 

cuisine with veal, chicken, and seafood entrees plus 
homemade pasta, sauces, and desserts. Award­
winning wine list. D. $$, major. 

ASIAN 
John Ascuaga's Nugget/Trader Dick's-Sparks, 356-

3300. Cashew chicken , Szechwan specialties, 
flaming dagger brochette. l , D. $$, major. 

Silver legacy/Sweetwater Cafe-Reno, 329-4777 
Baked homemade tortellini, fried shrimp, prime rib, 
Cantonese pepper steak. B, l , D. $, major. 

STEAK & SEAFOOD 
Carson Nugget/Oyster Bar-882-1626. Seafood and 

pan roasts. l , D. $ , major. 
Carson Nugget/Steak House-882-1626. Veal scalop­

pini, scampi in dill sauce, chicken piccata, escargot. 
D. $$, major. 

Eldorado/Grill and Rotisserie-Reno, 786-5700. Ma­
hogany-fueled rotisserie and grill, fresh fish , fowl , 
lamb, USDA choice dry-aged beef, soup and salad 
bar. D. $$, major. 

John Ascuaga 's Nugget/Oyster Bar-Sparks, 356-
3300. lazyman's cioppino, seafood stews. l, D. $$, 
major. 

John Ascuaga's Nugget/Steak House-Sparks, 356-
3300. Prime rib, steak and lobster, snapper, shrimp 
louis. l , D. $$, major. 

Silver legacy/Fairchild 's Oyster Bar-Reno, 329-
4777 louisiana crab cakes, oyster pan roast , 
chicken and seafood jambalaya, chef's seafood 
salad. l , D. $$, major. 

Silver legacy/Sterling's Seafood and Steakhouse­
Reno, 329-4777. Medallions of filet mignon, prime 
rib , spicy roast chicken, seafood fettucine. D. $$, 
major. 

Lake Tahoe 
AMERICAN 

Caesars Tahoe/Cafe Roma- Stateline, 588-3515. 
lamb chops, prime rib. B, l , D. $-$$, major. 

ITALIAN 
Caesars Tahoe/Primavera-Stateline, 588-3515. lin­

guini carbonara, tenderloin pizzaiola, polio alia 
spumante. D. $$, major. 

ASIAN 
Caesars Tahoe/Empress Court-Stateline, 588-3515. 

Szechwan, Mandarin. D. $$, major. 

STEAK & SEAFOOD 
Caesars Tahoe/Broiler Room-Stateline, 588-3515. 

Prime rib, seafood, Cajun specialties. Reservations 
for large parties. D. $$, major. 

Caesars Tahoe/Pisces-Stateline, 588-3515. Salmon, 
lobster, sea bass. Flown in fresh daily. D. $$, major. 

Around the State 
Elko: Stockmen's Motor Hotel-738-5141 . Coffee 

shop, evening dinner house. S, l , D. $-$$, major. 
lovelock: Sturgeon's-273-2971 . Coffee shop open 

24 hours, family dining room. Fiesta Room supper 
club Tuesday-Saturday. Steaks, seafood, Mexican 
dishes. S, l , D. $-$$$, major. 

Tonopah: Station House/Mary's Kitchen--482-9777. 
Hamburgers, steaks, seafood. S, l , D. $, AE, MC, V. 

Winnemucca : Winners Hotel/Grandma's Dinner 
House--623-2511 . Prime rib, Maine lobster, T-bone 
steak, chicken cordon bleu. D. $, major. 

Winnemucca: Winners HoteVPete's 24-Hour Coffee 
Shop--623-2511 . AII-you-can-eat buffet. B, l , D. $, 
major. 

8tep Back Into History! 
A stro ll down Main Street in Eureka will take you back 100 years ago when 

Eureka was a thrivi ng mining camp. 

Visi t our historic courthouse, the Eureka Opera House, and the Eureka Sent inel 

New paper Bui lding (now a fine museum). 

Explore the idestreets and discover dozen of hi loric bui ldings - each with 

its own fascinating lory. 

Experience history in Eureka, evada, the be t pre erved town on Highway 50 

the " Lonel ie I Road in America. " 

For your free copy of "A Self Guiding Tour of Eureka," call us at 702-237-5484 

Eureka County Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development Authority 
P.O. Box 14 · Eureka, Nevada 89316 
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'Wild West' in Reno 
Country is kickin' in "The Great Reno Wild Wild West Show." 

The West may not be 
as wild as it once 

was, but you wouldn't 
know it from watch­
ing producer Greg 
Thompson's latest show 
at Harrah's Reno, "The 
Great Reno Wild Wild 
West Show." 

The foot-stomping 

By Katherme McDonnell 

acts-they are incorpo­
rated into the routines 
rather than slotted be­
tween production num­
bers. Proctor first appears 
as a barker touting magi­
cian Hop-Sing Jones, who 
gets a gentleman from the 
audience to join them on 
stage. While Proctor chats 
with the victim, Jones 
proceeds to pickpocket a 
bra, belt, wallet, watch, 
tall pole, and a pair of 
panties from the back of 
the man's shirt. 

musical revue gives 
Thompson's cast of 
singers and dancers a 
chance to perform sryl­
ized country moves­
something usually not as­
sociated with the erotic 
allure that Thompson 
and his choreographer, 
Mistinguett, have given 
such shows as "Playboy's 
Ecstasy" and "High 
Voltage." Instead, "The 
Great Reno Wild Wild 

Shannon O'Keefe (second row, (enter) leads the cost of ''The Great Reno Wild Wild West Show." 

In a show-stopping 
number set to Charlie 
Daniels' "The Devil Went 
Down to Georgia," Jones 
readies for a fiddling duel 
as the dancers weave 
around him. At the cli­
max of the Faustian scene 

West Show" is a silly, 
campy, and patriotic 80-minute hoe­
down. 

You'll want to arrive early for this show. 
Curtain time is 7 p.m., but things kick off 
15 minutes earlier when singers Mark 
Francis and Kirsten Kite warm up the 
crowd with ballads such as John Michael 
Montgomery's "I Swear" and Patsy Cline's 
"Crazy." Next, lead dancer Shannon 
O'Keefe coaxes volunteers on stage for 
line-dancing lessons. 

"The Wild West Show," which Reno's 
Showtime magazine named "Show of the 
Year" in 1995, is a slick revue that moves 
quickly through country music, ballads, 
comedy, and magic. It opens with fast­
paced production numbers set to the 
music of Hank Williams Jr., Elvis Presley, 
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the Eagles, and others. Contemporary 
and traditional country-western songs like 
"All My Rowdy Friends," "Streets of 
Laredo," and "I've Got Friends in Low 
Places" are woven into colorful routines. 

The show includes the "Great 
Comstock Mine Disaster" sequence, dur­
ing which singer Juan Cantu tells the 
story of a miner who used dynamite in­
stead of a candle and discovered the 
famed lode. Later, an erotic mechanical 
bull-riding number features O'Keefe in a 
white lace nightgown. During the lyrical 
adagio to "Desperado," O'Keefe and Jim 
Hogan perform leaps and balances atop 
the bull. 

Comedian Cork Proctor and magician 
Phelston Jones are more than specialry 

his fiddle sends out cas­
cades of sparks, signaling that the devil 
has gotten his due. 

The show's finale is a wild production of 
Lee Greenwood's "God Bless the U.SA.," 
in which the cast plays tambourines and 
carries American flags through the audi­
ence. "It's so corny," O'Keefe says later, 
"but the audience loves it." 

Wild Times 
"The Great Reno Wild Wild West 

Show" plays nightly at 7 p.m. at Harrah's 
Reno (dark Tuesday). Tickets are $18.50, 
which includes one cocktail. Call 800-
HARRAHS for reservations. 

Katherine McDonnell is events editor of 
Nevada Magazine. 



There's a lot of fun waiting for you on the banks of the Colorado River. Ten resorts. 

More than 11,000 rooms. All -star entertainment. Fine dining. Recreation . And 

excitement that lasts 24 hours a day. Make your plans to make a play for the river. 

For entertainment, event and hotel 

information, call 1-800-4 LAUGHLIN 

0 -800-452-8445). 
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a.o alarm clock necessary. 

Somehow, just the thought of 

inhaling dew-filled air while 

standing on a meticulously 

manicured green at 

Northgate or Wildcreek 

is enough to awaken the 

fanatical golfer. 

Perhaps it's because Northgate (designed by Benz and 

Poellot) and Wildcreek (designed by Benz and Phelps) are nearly 

perfect courses. Which is exactly why the PGA and USGA have 

chosen to host a variety of professional and amateur 

tournaments here. 

Or, it may simply be that these championship 

courses are surrounded by the picturesque beauty 

of the high desert. But the clincher is most likely 

that you can play a round, go out for an 

incredible meal and stay the night for what 

you'd probably spend on 18 holes 

somewhere else. 

If Northgate and Wildcreek are starting 

to sound like a golfer's dream, it's because 

they are. How's that for a wake up call? 

Information? 800-FOR-RENO® 

MORE WII TO PUll/ 
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