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Editor's Note 

Hanging With Mike 
H

e has braved every ort of concert, But the aft moon- how option has be­

from Marilyn Man on to Barbra come a popular alternative. "Price get o 

treisand. H has profiled every kind out of whack that afternoon ho\ are re­

of entertainer, from Frank inatra to Cook ally the last bargain in Las egas," Mike 

E. Jarr. In this i u , which honors legal ays. Midda performers might not have 

gaming' 70th anniver ary in evada, 

Mike Weatherford, longtim entertain-

the big budg ts of the evening pectacu­

lars, he add , but they are a good option 

ment reporter for the Las Vegas Review- for howgoers who want a am piing of cla.s-

journal, pr sents a similar breadth of ic Las Vegas- tyle entertainment. 

Mike Weatherford during his hanging-out days. 

experience. In the Calendar feature, 

"hm ThatDon'tWait ntilDark,"here-

view the afternoon revue in Las Vegas. 

Then fike tayed out late to inve tigate an 

unu ual ofE hoot of evada' new age of 

casino£--intriguing hangout.s--in "Casino 

Hideaway." 

Whether it' afternoon or evening, 

Mike' reviewer' pen ta harp thanks to 

the vast variety of Las Vegas entertainment 

He explains, "Las Vegas i at a cro road£-­

everyone' trying to figure out what to do 

next." Mike points to uch unusual offer­

ings as the "Blue Man Group" at the Luxor, 

which he add has "been good for the 

trip," and a recent full-blown Broadway 

version of "Cabaret" at the MGM Grand. 

Photo : Mark Antonuccio 

He add that the city's entertainment 

option have expanded ince he came to 

town 14 years ago from Kan as City, where 

he wrote concert review and worked for 

the neighborhood section of the Kansas 

City tar. De pite the fact that uthern 

vada has b en a haven for gamblers 

ince 1931, Mike note in "Casino 

Hideaway " that the cool nightclub , bars, 

and re taurants are a recent invention. 

Mike prowled the Las Vegas cene, while 

parks writer D. Brian Burghart covered 

hangouts in the Reno-Lake Tahoe area. 

"I got married about the time Las Vegas 

tarted getting hip," admits Mike, who i 

married to evadacontributor and former 

R-J feature writer Joan Patterson. "When 

I first moved here, we hung out mo tly at 

beer joints off the Strip . . ow the young, 

ingle people on our new paper' ta.ff 

have a upermarket of place to go." 

The 40-year-old writer sa he di cov­

ered another form of nightlife when hi 

daughter, Gillian, was born ju t over a year 

ago. "I've been doing much le hanging 

out in the last 13 month ," he laugh . 

Mike recently completed a book, Cult 

Vegas, which was ju t released by 

Huntington Pre . Cult Vegas i a light­

hearted retro pective on tho e facets of 

Las Vegas entertainment that have linger­

ing cult interest, from Elvis and the Rat 

Pack to comedian hecky Greene and 

tripper Lili t. yr. The book i meant to 

be a elective hi tory, but Mike adds, 

"Anything about Las Vegas entertainment 

i pretty much limitle ." -Carolyn Graham 

A Great 
Place 
to Ride 

(775) 888-RIDE 
www.bicyclenevada.com 

/GAMBLERS~ 
GENERAL S'10RE 

WORLD'S U.RGI::STGAMBLl!\G SLPI::RSTORI:: 

•Slot Machines 
(Antique & Modernl 

+Personalized [ ~--
Poker Chips 

♦ Gambling Books 
+ Video Poker 
• Las Vegas 

Nite Supplies 
+ Playing Cards 
♦ Roulette Wheels 
• VHS Gambling Tapes 
• Table Game Layouts 
+ Computer Programs 
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Backcountry snowriders, Eureka spirits, and a Picture Hunt critic. 

Santa Rosas Snowrider 
I enjoyed Charle Luce' fine 

article on "Backcountry Snow­
riders" in the last i ue. I partic­
ularly enjoyed hi reporting of 
the anta Ro a Range, long one 
ofmy favorit evada mountain 
ranges. There are often great 
stretches of now on the Santa 
Rosas late into May or even later. 

in the anta Rosas, Mr. Luce was 
probably deliriou at be t! 

Anthony L. Lesperance 
Paradi e Valley 

Spirits of Eureka 
Eureka may be a living gho t 

tmvn with its old building and 
cemeteries, but it 's al o a town 
that carrie memorie and a 
legacy and attracts the arti tic 
side of people. I have never een 

ome of the chute are down­
right challenging. I oft n won­
dered why more people haven 't 
found thi "paradi e," but I 
guess I am also thankful they 
haven ' L Many years ago a group 
of u alway camp d on Granite 

Denise Tracy photographed this angel in Eureka's Catholic Cemetery. 

uch beautiful photo as tho e 
in " pirits of Eureka " in the 
Jan / Feb is ue . Photographer 
Deni e Tracy became one with 
the town and was able to cap­

in late June or early July, p nding many 
hours riding "di hes" down lope too 
steep to watch. 

The author is correct in tating that 
anta Ro a P ak is 9,701 feet in elevation. 

But he also implies that thi i the highe t 

• Birthday Parties 
• Office Parties 
• Renunions 
•Weddings 
• Receptions 
• Group Tours 
• Special Events 
• AnnivfflDries 

peak in the range-not o fast! Granite 
Peak take that honor at 9,732 feet, ome 
31 feet high r. However, noting that Mr. 
Luce re ide in Hoboken , ew Jersey, I'll 
let that one tide. I can imagine that 
after coming from Hoboken and skiing 

r-{anc1' 

• Indoor Arena tFii Xistericol GorJnerville f"-?onct 

775-265-3045 
Fax: 775-265· 1270 

WWW.CORLEYRANCH.COM 
PllOCo by - 1.,_ Pholography 

~~%%$$$$%~%J ?SJ 8S'%~%~£3 fS3 '.'$3 ~$%%$$: :>: 

;,: . / ·~:---' .· ~ ~ @el/& 
•• ~ i www.renochapel.com 

, Nearly 40 years in Reno 
Full service, yet reasonable. 
Photography 

• Flower Shop 

Video Recording 

l<..'-? ~- 700 West Fourth St., Reno, NV 89503 i ~ 775.323.1375 • 800-872-2933 • 1-800-USA-lWED 
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ture ome magical moments. The angel 
tatue in the cemetery was quite a haunt­

ing picture, and long after I fini hed read­
ing euada Magazine, that picture lingered 
in my mind. 

Paul Dale Roberts 
Elk Grove, CA 

Surprise in Calendar 
We have long enjoyed the evada 

Hi torical Calendar . We make ure we have 
one by the beginning of each new year. 
But the calendar for 2001 turned out to be 
extra p cial. The January photo i of a 
group of 1899 niversity of evada tu­
dents, and the caption include the name 
of my aunt, Edna Bailey. I could not be 
sure it was my aunt, as I have no photo­
graph to compare it with. 

I called the niversity of evada, where 
a re earcher found my aunt' name Ii ted 
in the 1899 Artemesia yearbook , with her 
addre Ii ted as White. Thi definitely 
identified her becau e White was a ranch 
that for a time erved as post office in the 
Eureka ounty area where my aunt was 
rai ed. Thanks so much for publi hing 
such a great calendar. 

Rachel Marshall 
Eureka 

A Bonanza of History 
I have just received my first copy of your 

wonderful magazine. I especially enjoyed 
"In Hi Own Write ," the article on Joe 
Goodman and the Territuri.al Enterprise by 
Lawrence I. Berkove . My love of evada 
hi tory i one of the main reason that I 

Photo: Denise Tracy 



decid d to ub cribe to 'evada Magazine. 
I will b making my very first and long­

awaited trip to evada in June 2002 to at­
tend the Bonanza Friend hip onvention 
held at Cry ta1 Bay, and I have found the 

evada Calendar ection useful in my 
long-term planning for the trip. Fan of 
the Bonanza televi ion how from all over 
the world will be converging in evada for 
thi convention on June 7-9, 2002. me of 
the activitie include a barbecue at the 
Pondero a Ranch house in Incline Village, 
a buffet upper with gue t peakers who 
had ties to the show, a trivia quiz, and a 
ride on the M.S. Dixie II. The convention 
Web ite i www.bonanza-convention.com. 

Marian Veneskey 
State College, PA 

Contest Didn't Click 
The ov/ Dec tory about the Great 

evada Picture Hunt winners ju t didn't 
click with me. A friend of mine who once 
mailed entrie to th conte t advi ed me 
not to mail my entrie becau e the judge 
play favoriti m and ar biased. Didn't be­
lieve then but now I do. 

The judge were way out of line award­
ing a winner' choice to a photo of an in­
congruou , dopey-looking clown. I that 
an indigenous, native cene that one can 

NEVADA 
MAGAZINE 

Presents 

ee anywhere by anyone living within our 
tate? o. Why not take a photo of a lob­
ter enjoying the cool clear waters of the 

Truckee River, or a hot of veral quahogs 
dozing in the pri tine waters of Lake 
Tahoe? nthinkable? 

Well, after that blunder, judge , I will 
not renew my ub cription. My friend was 
right after all. 

Arthur J. Souza 
Reno 

Arthur, apparently you 'Tl' ref erring to the photo 
"Burning Man Fashion Show, " which Reno 
photographer Pete Slingland took at the 
Burning Man Festival in 1999. The photo­
graph earned Pete third place in the 2000 Great 

evada Picture Hunt.-Ed. 

The Route to Sparks Park 
Last year, the ity of parks celebrated 

the grand opening of the parks Marina 
Park. Th city i extremely proud of the ef­
fort that has be n inve ted in thi project. 
The results ar obviou . The parks 
Marina Park truly reflects the quality of life 
one has com to expect in Sparks. 

The City of parks would like to thank 
you for including a brief article about the 
Sparks Marina Park in the ept / Oct i ue. 
However, we would like to reque ta minor 
correction. The tory recommended that 

vi itors take Interstate O and exit at 
parks Boulevard. Acee from Sparks 

Boulevard to the Marina Park i not po i­
ble at thi time. Instead, we ugge t taking 
Interstate 80 to the McCarran exit. Go 
north to Lincoln Way and proceed east on 
Lincoln Way. For more information call 

parks Parks and Rec, 775-353-2376. 

pecial 
Bill Isaeff 

i tant to the City Manager 
Sparks 

Nevada Traveler 
I ju t rec ived my ov/D c i ue of 

evada Magazine. I now have a favorite 
magazine to go along with my favorite 
tate. I am a lifelong ( 47 year ) 

Michigander but travel the great state of 
evada a couple of time a year. I have 

traveled from Wendover to Lake Tahoe 
and from Laughlin to McDerrnitt and 
everywhere in between. I never tire of the 
beautiful cenery and ights. 

Paul Merucci 
Farmington, MI 

How to Submit Letters: Readers arr encouraged to 

send /,etters rpgarding stories and photos in the magazine. 

Write "Letters to the Editor," evada Magazine, 401 . 

Carson St., uite 100, Carson City, NV 89701-4291. 

4th Annual 
Nevada 
Magazine 

Readers' Poll 

Cast Your Ballot! 
Attached to this page is your 2001 evada Magazine "Best of evada" ballot. 

We want to know what you think are evada's best places and attractions-so 
please fill out the form and mail to Ballot Headquarters before April 6, 2001. The 
results will appear in the July/ August issue. 
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Roadside Attractions 
The Kri py Kreme craze, chopper tours, and a ho ley car. 

Chopper Views 
RE 0-Visitors can take a helicopter 
ights eing tour for vi ws of the Bigge t 

LittJ ity, th i rra, Lak Tahoe, and 
Washoe Valley. Reno Tahoe Sky Tours, pre-
en ted by kydance H licopters , offers 

flights for up to four p ngers, d parting 
daily from th ro ftop of ircus ircus in 
downtown Reno . 

On a 12-minute tour of Reno at un et, 
p eng rs fly above the city as it b gin to 
parkl . The helicopt r offers 360-d gree 

vi ws as the un drop b hind the ierra. 
The 20-minute tour of Old . evada flie 
over irginia ity and the Da ton Valle . 
The aerial view of the hi toric mining 
town oft n includ glimp of herd of 
wild hors . On the 25-minute Lake of the 

ky tour, you weep aero Washo Valley 
and over the ierra for a glimp of 
Tahoe ' north hore. The Jackpot tour 
c robin all the d tination into on 45-
minut flight. 

During the narrat d tou , 
points out landmarks and r lat 
tidbits including torie of the om tock 
Lod ofVirginia ity. kydanc pilot i k 
Lope has had local hi torians fly with him 
on tours to point out landmarks and ex­
plain the history of th R no-Taho ar a. 

"The best part of b ing a pilot i g tting 
a chance to introdu e p ople to the 
thri ll of riding in a helicopter," a 
Lop . "I like to pass on ome 
hi tory along with the 
great views." 

Lope ' ust m 
tour hav in-
dud d taking a 
young couple 
up to Mount 
Ro o 
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Reno Tahoe Sky Tours offers a whirlybird's-eye view of Tahoe's north shore (above) and other sights. 

th man could propo to hi girlfri nd as 
a . urpri e. Lop s landed the h licopt r in 
a clearing and waited while th couple 
hiked to an overlook with vie~ ofWasho 
Vallev. " he . aid, 'Ye . . '" laugh Lop . 

Passengers wh want to fly to remote 
mountain areas can book a picni flight , 
land in an alpine meadow, enj y a 

g urm t basket of fo d and 
wine, and fl back to Reno . 

Other cu tom tour offer 
h li-g If packages and weddings 

over Lake Tah or Reno. 
R no Tahoe ky Tours op rate y ar­

r und, weather permitting. Re ervation 
ar r ommended. Tou co t 40 for the 
Bigge t Little ity, 7 
Lod , 90 for Lake of th 
the Ja kpot. u tom tours ar availabl . 
Call 775-323-2359 RS. 
The ticket counter at ircu Circu i lo­
cated on th m zzanine level. 

- hannon Montana 

A Bit 'o Blarney 
RE 0-If you 're lo king for a bit of 

the green for t. Patrick' Da ,, one of th 
be t place to p nd the da i Fitzgeralds 
Casino in downtown Reno . 

Throughout the ·ear Fitzg rald hold 

its Iri h connection in high regard and 
has incorporat d an auth ntic Iri h 
th me . Portion of th Blarney castle have 
b en u ed in the casino' interior asap r­
manent tribute to Ir land . During r no­
vation of th castJ , parts of th ro k wall 
had to be widened, and Fitzgerald . re­
ceived om of th castl ' tone. Visitors 
touring Fitzg ralds ' welcome enter , al o 
kn wn as th Lucky For t, can rub a real 
Blarney ton for good lu k. Th ton , 
part of th lucky fi untain, i on of veral 
g d-luck charm in ide the Luck For t. 

0th rs include a pot of gold , an Aladdin ' 
lamp, and a smiling Buddha. 

During th c ino ' t. Patrick ' Day fi 
tivities, vi itors an join an Iri h ceilieh (pro­
nounced "kaylee"), th aelic word for a 
grand lebration . liish performers play 
everything from Iri h r k to traditional 
music . om d beef and cabbage and lots 
of green b er ar rved. "Last year we 
went through 75 kegs of th gr n tu.ff," 
a K, vin rotchfelt, Fitzgeralds mark t­

ing manager. 
This year' ceili h i Mar h l&-1 . For 

the o casion , all 1,900 bulb in the R no 
Arch next to the casino are changed to 
gr n. Headlining the event , direct from 
Ir land , is th rock band hanks Mar . 
traditional military brass band and bag 

Photo : Shannon Montana. Illustration : Apn l Pedersen 



Dough nuts can gaze at the glaze waterfall that is part of the Krispy Kreme assembly line at the Excalibur. 

pipe performances are cheduled for the 
opening ceremony on Friday and again on 
aturday. 

Vi itors also can explore the casino' 
Irish-themed eateries, including Limericks 

teak Hou e and Lord Fitzgerald' Buffet, 
both of which incorporate Ga lie archi­
tectural detail . At Limericks arti t DJ. 
Mac has created murals that i ature views 
from the terraces of the Blarney castle 

verlo king th hannon River. For more 
information call the hotel at 00-535-
L CK or 775-785-3300 or log onto the 
Web ite at www.Fitzgeralds.com. 

hannon Montana 

RVers Revved 
TATEWIDE-The Extraterrestrial High­

way, th Lonelie t Road in America, and 
variou evada cenic areas, campgrounds, 
and roadway. are calling-it' time for 
RVers to gas up and hit the open road. In 
case you need a little extra incentive, the 

evada ommi ion on Tourism is offering 
a sweep take , the evada RV Adventure, 
with a chance to \\in a new Winnebago 
Adventurer. 

RVcrs can enter the sweep take by \i it­
ing one of 74 participating R parks, from 
the Double Dice R Park in Elko to the Rio 
Rancho RV Park in Beatty, as well as tate 
parks. Either drop an entry form in the of­
ficial entry box at the park or mail the form 
to the evada RV Adventure, Box 11 , 
Calabasas, CA 91372 11 . You also can 
enter by mailing your name, addre , zip 
code, age, and da and evening telephone 
number on a 3"x5" card. Participants 
can enter only once in each of evada' 

Photo: Chris Leedham (top) 

Kreme of the Crop 
LAS VEGAS-Loo en the belt a notch 
and bring your weet tooth: Krispy Kreme 
Doughnuts has invaded Las Vegas. 

Many doughnut devotee con ider 
Kri py Kr m to be the cream of th pas­
try crop, and Las Vegas now has four "hot 
hop " where the pastrie ar made. A 

bright-red neon "Hot Doughnuts ow" 
ign illuminate when the doughnuts are 

hot and fre h, ignaling a ru h of cu -
tomer. 

A popular Krispy Kreme hot hop is lo­
cated in ide the Excalibur. While waiting 

While cruising the Silver State, RVers can enter 
the Nevada RV Adventure to win a Winnebago. 

five territories: Reno-Tahoe, owboy 
Country, Pony Expre , Pioneer, and Las 
Vegas (or a maximum offo·e 3~x5" card). 

o get on the road: The contest end 
Augu t 31. Other prize include five 500 
gift certificate. at Camping World. For 
more information contact the evada 
Commi ion on Tourism, 00- E ADA-
8, or log on to OT' Web site, www. 
travelnevada.com, which includes a state1\ide 
guide to RV parks. 

in line, you can watch the pecial-recipe 
dough plop onto tra , wh re it ri e 
(Kri py Kreme are born in the hape of a 
doughnut-ther are no ho! ) before 
landing on a conveyor belt filled with hot 
gr ase. Once they're perfectly browned, 
th doughnuts bob through a glaze wa­
terfall and are packaged while still warm. 

u tomers include showroom eel brities, 
like Carrot Top, who have left auto­
graph d Kri py Kreme hats. 

The Kri py Kreme craze originated in 
orth Carolina in the early l 930s, when 

entrepreneur Vernon Rudolph bought a 
doughnut hop and the ecret doughnut 
recip from a French chef from ew 
Ori an . A hot commodity in the outh, 
Kri py Krem found favor with uch high­
profile fan as Elvi Pre ley, who always 
kept a box of the fre h raspberry jelly-filled 
at arm's r ach. 

Today' Kri py Kreme vi itors hould 
note the e tip : First, buy more than you 
think you can eat, because you will eat 
them and won't want to stand in line 
again. Second, the "Kri py Kreme Original 
Glazed" are the be t. The chocolate, 
cream-filled, and other varietie are good, 
but the glazed are what et Kri py Kreme 
apart from the average Dunkin' Donut. 
Third, eat them while they're warm­
watch for the "Hot Doughnuts ow" ign 
to light up and then jump in line. 

Kri py Kreme at the Excalibur (702-736-
1306) i open 24 hours; "hot light hours" 
are 6:30 to 11 a.m. and 6:30 to 11 p.m. 
Other hot hop are located at 7015 We t 

pring Mountain Road (702-222-2320), 
9791 outh Eastern venue (702-617-
9160), and 1331 Wet raig Road (702-
657-9575). You will find atellite hop at 
Texas talion, Palace talion, and Sunset 

tation.-Carolyn Graham 

The Art of Shopping 
LAS VEGAS-Shoppers can find every­
thing French among the urprisingly di­
verse and attractive shop at Paris Las 
Vegas. Visitors can stroll the cobble tone 
treet re embling a quaint Parisian neigh­

borhood where artsy boutiques are filled 
with French imports, from Cartier jewelry 
and Givenchy fashions to impre ioni tart 
and fine wine. 

Art fan will find a couple of Pari shops 
to oak up the French art cene. At L Art 
de Pari , locat d beneath the stained-glass 
dome on the promenade between Paris 
and Bally' , you'll find replicas of famous 
French artwork. If you can't afford an orig­
inal, you can purchase the gi.des-es, a type 
of reproduction that capture brush 
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troke and textures. Overseeing the hop 
i a life-sized figure of Claude Monet, 
hown painting a Pari cene. You'll al o 

find coffee mugs, writing paper, mou e 
pad , and other item emblazoned with 
French art. 

Another unu ual place to purchase art 
reproductions is Re ociety Galerie / 
Atelier of Pari , tucked into the casino at 
the foot of the Eiffel Tower. What makes 
this gallery unique i the eight-ton 
Marinoni Voirin press-the ame type 
u ed by French tudio to reproduce 

posters by uch masters as Toulou e­
Lautrec. Through the plate-glass win­
dow facing the casino, visitors can 
watch the accompli hed 
lithographers work 
the pre , 
printing 

one color 
at a time, from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Tue day 
through aturday. Mo t 
of the po ters begin at 

Visitors can watch lithographers create authentic French-art posters on 
the printing press at the Re Society Galerie/Atelier at Paris Las Vegas. 

400 and range from 
movie theme such as 
King Kong and other 
classics to Al Hirschfield 
prints igned by the 

Your Fun Place! 

CASINO R V HOTEL 

Winn,maeea, N,vada 
1130 W. Winnemucca Blvd. 

Winnemucca, Nevada 
• (775) 623-2588 

Hotel Res: (800) 645-5658 
www.modelt.com 
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The Bonnie and Cly, e 
"Death Car" is parked 
the Primm Valley Reson. 

celebrity ubjects, uch a: ack 
Lemon and Carol Channing 

After purchasing a print ,t art­
nouveau goddes es by Alphon se 

Mucha, hoppers may want to celebrare 
with a fine wine. La ave is a tiny wine and 
chee e hop near the buffet that offers pre­
mium French label and wine tastings. 
You'll find everything from merlot to 
champagne, which you can pair with a 
block of imported French cheese. Bread 
peddlers, who ride through the boulevard 
on three-wheeled bicycles, ell loaves of 
fre h French bread from thei baskeLs. 
Pastrie and chocolate are " adable at 
Lenotre. 

Vi itors hoping to decorate their home 
in a French country motif can peruse l s 
Elementes for uch item as d'she anci 
candle with a Pari ian f turally, 
you '11 find French fashi< -the hop 
carry lingerie, Pari ian ck g d igners, 
and other it m . Les F 1f; nt f. Lure 

French toys, including M,, lelin doll and 
the piece de re i tance-a tuffed henc.h 
poodle named Gigi.-Caro lyn (,rahm 

Fateful Ford 
PRIMM-It' an unu ual piec of 
Americana, a ymbol of turbu lent ume 
and a doomed romance. The Bonnie and 
Clyde "Death Car," as it' billed , 1 parked 
in ide the Primm Valley Re ort ju t step 
from the Fashion Outlet of Las Vegas. 

Vi itors can gaze at the bullc t-nddl d 
1934 Ford V-8 edan, its windows smashed 
and eats ripped, and almo t fe I the 
gho tly presence of the criminal couple, 
who met their demi e inside the car dur­
ing a 1934 ambu h by Louisiana police of­
ficers and FBI agents. Bonnie Parker and 
Clyde Barrow had evaded police fell ev­
eral month following a numbe1 of bank 
robberie and mor than a dozen mmciers 
throughout Texas, Oklahoma, ew 
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.1e :ico, and Mi ouri. Th Primm all y 
di pla fi ature a dateline of the couple' 
nimc I ·ee as well as a letter written b 
Clvde to c::nry Ford showing his appreciation 
for the cd of hi cho en getaway cars. 

t-ie fateful Ford, vi itors also can 
tered hirt tha re when 
>t to death. Bl and bul-

excellent exhibit reflecting th city' past. 
In addition, the museum feature a hall of 
fame honoring uch influential figure as 
Benny Binion , Howard Hughe , Liberace, 

i gfried and Roy, and Robert ulet. 
Five video pre entation run continu­

ously. The first honors Las egas movie 
uch as Oceans 11, Viva Las Vegas, and Vegas 

Vacation. The econd de crib 

The Casino Legends Hall of Fame at the Tropicana houses an assortment of Las Vegas memorabilia. 

which was purchased at auction for 
75,000. 
Another relic of the gangster era on dis­

play nearby i a 1931 lassie Armored 
Linco ln built for Dutch chultz, a notori­
ou ew York bootlegger. 

The free di pla are open 24 hours at 
the hotel in Primm , 43 mile outh of Las 
Vegas on Interstate 15. Call 800-FU -

T P for more information. 
-Carolyn Graham 

A Le ndary Collection 
LAS VE( The Casino Legends Hall of 
Fame in ,1de the Tropicana Hotel how­
case e\ cral decade of Las Vegas hi tory, 
recalling the old casino , entertainers, and 
memora bilia . 

\1u eum curator Steve utler, who col­
lects Las Vegas memorabilia, pre ents an 

casino fire and implo ion . Th third fea­
ture video clip of ammy Davi Jr. , Frank 
inatra, Dean Martin, and other enter­

tainers, and the fourth provide a retro­
pective on howgirl . The fifth explores 

the mob' influ nee. 
You'll find hi torical photo , celebrity 

photo , and casino chip , including ome 
that had been buried in cement and were 
found following the implo ion of the 
Dune Hotel. You can p ru e the old con­
tracts between hotel and ntertainers 
uch as Jane Man field. There are co 

tume worn by Kenny Rogers, Liberace, 
Elvi , and howgirl . 

The Casino Legends Hall ofFame at the 
Tropicana Hotel i open 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
daily. Admi ion i 4 for adults and 3 for 
eniors. Call 702-739-2222 or log onto 

www.tropicanalv.com for more informa­
tion.-Elizabeth ielsen 

~ 
~ Hotel Casino 

www.carsonsta tion.com 
1 ll/GHT DELIJHE 

HOTEL Room for l 
$10 FREE FOOD 

Station Restaurant 
l FREE COCHTII/LS 
$1 ll/CHELS 
FREE HOTDOG OR 

SHRlmP COCHTIIIL 
3 FOR l LIJCHY BIJCH 

#2 
estem 

~r%¥~"' RESORT. 
www.pino nplaza.com 

1 ll/GHT RESORT 
HOTEL for l 

$10 FREE FOOD 
BriJnding Iron CiJfe 

l FREE COCHTIIILS 
l FREE GllmES BOWL/llG 
Slll/CHELS 
10% GIFT SHOP OISCOUOT 

' Sub~ to availability, offer may be caOO!lled at 
management discrelioo. Some blackout dates apply. 

Must be 21 years or older. Maximum stay oo 
pnage 2 nights. Make reservations in advance, 

directly with hotel. Please bring coupon at check-in. 
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Billy Wilkerson dreamed of building 

a lavish, European-style resort, 

the Flamingo, in postwar Las Vegas. 

Then Bugsy Siegel became his 

partner. From the book by 

W.R. Wilkerson Ill 

Thr <>/>r11ing of the Ramingo Hotel in December 1946 hould 

Jun,, bem a time of triumph for Billy Wilkerson. The pm,iotts 

)·ear irilkmon. the influential publisher ofThe Hollywood 

Report r, nightrlub owner; and compulsive gambl,er, had decided 

1/ would be bf'ller to <>/1f'ralr his mim Las \pgas casino than to 

continue losing at th, tmvn · table . He made grand plallS. He 

purrhased 33 am, of de. ert 011 th, Lo Angele. Highway-the 

futun· I.as \pgas tn~near{v jit 1e mile.5 outh of the dozvntawn 

casi110 . itilkfl'lon, a world traveler who often vacationl'd in Paris, 

tylish Europea11 re art. It would have a pa, health club, golf course, sophisticatl'd 

restaurant, lwwroom, and nightclub to lurr a well-heeled clientl'le. The hotel would have 2 -o rooms, marr than twice as many as either of its 

neighbars up the highwa)~ El Rancho Vegas and the Last Frontier. Wilkerson, who was partial to bird 

names Jar his projects, named t/11' lwtl'l for t/11' flamingos Ill' 'd een on a trip to Fwrida. 

In his book The Man Who Inv nted Las egas (Ciro' Books, Lo Angek, 2000), Wilkerson' on, 

WR Wilkerson Ill, trace the evolutian of his father' drram and t/11' events that ll'd to his loss of the hotel 

that lll'lped e tablish till' Las Vegas Strip. The author re/,a/e hozv Wilkerson enlisted till' operatars of llll' 

d.owntozvn El Cartez, Moe dway and Gus Grrmbaum, both connected to mob bo. s Ml')·er La11Sky, to nm 

the Flamingos casino game . . i'\.7zen Wilkerson ran out of monl')', dway and Greenbaum caml' up with 

the funds to continue constmclion. There was a ratc/1, however. Wilkermn would have to take a partner 
to auersee their inve tment. 

The partner was Benjamin "Bugsy", iegrl. At first the two mm were friend{)', but the merrunal mob ter 

eventually turned on Wilkerson, ordermg him to ign <n1er /115 mtere I in t/11' Hammgo. During a 11U'fting 

with tlll'ir larll'Jers iegel reveall'd hi' had <n1ersold hare in the 11'5arl, leaving his mob associates extrrmely 

unhapfrj. iegel threatened to kill Wilkerson if Ill' Jaill'd to cooperate. Thu , i11 this excerpt, Billy Wilkerson 

anticipated the lwtel' opening as a part awner; proud but shaken, Jar from 'evada. 
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Hello, partner: Benjamin "Bugsy" Siegel. 

Photo: Wilkerson Archives (top) 



The Flamingo wasn't the first low-rise resort to open on the Strip, but under Wilkerson's direction it was the first to boldly depart from a Western theme. 

he dream project had become 
Wilkerson' worst nightmare. 
In t ad of waiting for iegel to act 
on hi gru ome threat, he de­
cid d in tead to avoid the gangster. 
All future communication be-

tween him If and iegel were conduct d 
through their re pective attome and 
emissarie . 

Wilkerson took further tep to ecure 
hi safety b catching the first flight to ew 
York, where he boarded an o ean liner, 
the Ile dR France, bound for France. From 
the French port of Le Havre he made hi 
way b • car to Pari , where he booked into 
the plush Hotel Georg under a p eu­
donym. Hi whereabouts were kept ecret 
from all but a fi w. 

He phon d hi attome , Greg Bautzer, 
as oon as he reached Pari , and Bautzer 
relayed the details of the m eting with liff 
Jone [a iegel I gal advi or]. Wilkerson 
was not pleased. 

"He was reticent about elling," Bautzer 
remembered. "He said, 'Forty-eight per­
cent of this deal is rightfully mine. Why the 
hell hould I ell?'" 

Wilke on' plan was imple: He would 
wait in Pari until things cooled down. He 
predicted, as he had for month , that once 

iegel' partners learned about hi lavi h 

Photo: Wilkerson Archives 

pending and exce , it would only be a 
matt r of time before they fired the in­
competent gangster. There would then be 
a change of management under which 
Wilkerson would retain hi intere t and 
would once again b rein tated as creative 
director. He would then complete hi 
hotel without interfi r nee. 

In an attempt to a celerat thi proce , 
Wilkerson ran ads in The Hollywood &parter 

1/ttl,edJ.~~ 

~,Vet;a4~ 

~~Jrau, 
we/U!,~wheH' 
~ la IU!M/We /km,. 

publicizing the hotel' true cost The e lav­
ish full-page ads boasted that the Flamingo 
had co t more than 5 million. If the syn­
dicate' m mbers had not alread known 
how much the Flamingo had co t them, 
the certain) knew now. It was a danger­
ous plo. 

Wilkerson pent a chilly hri tmas in 
Paris. When the Flamingo opened in Las 

egas, he at alone in hi hotel room eat­
ing a quiet dinner and reading the news­
papers. 

few da later he learned by phone 
that hi dire prediction regarding the 
op ning had in fact, been overly opti­
mi tic. To begin with, iegel had managed 
to g nerate con iderable confu ion re­
garding th opening date itself. Acting on 
a whim, the gangster had uddenly de­
cid d that a weekend would be more likely 
to entice the much-needed celebritie 
away from home. Invitation wer sub e­
quently ent out for aturday, December 
2 . Then the indeci ive gangster changed 
hi mind yet again. Invitee were hurriedly 
notifi d by phone that the opening had 
been changed back to its original date, 
the 26th. 

While local jammed the opening, the 
masse of celebritie iegel had been 
counting on never materialized. After 
Wilkerson' departure Ben had tried ral­
lying tars on hi own, but few Hollywood 
celebritie would deal directly with the 
erratic gangster. 

To tran port the anticipated tar tud­
ded gu t roster from Hollywood to the 
opening, the publi her had chartered two 
TW on tellation from hi friend 
Howard Hughe . If enough celebritie had 
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Wilkerson shares a laugh at his Club Trocadero with Cary Grant (top). The publisher mingled with movie 
stars and moguls at his Los Angeles nightclubs. Above, the Flamingo after its two grand openings. 

changed their mind at the last minute, 
these planes could have been filled. In 
the end it didn't matter-bad weather 
plagued Lo Angeles on the evening of the 
26th , grounding all flights . 

A handful of celebritie did motor in 
from Lo Angele de pite the appalling 
weather. ome of the celebrities pre ent 
were June Haver , Vivian Blaine , George 
Raft, onny Tufts, Brian Donlevy, and 
Charle Coburn. They were welcomed by 
a cacophony of con truction noi e and a 
lobby draped with decorators' drop cloth . 
The desert' first air-conditioning tern 
collap ed at regular interval , leaving 
guests cur ing the heat. While vi itors did 
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find gambling table in operation at the 
Flamingo, the luxury room that would 
have erved as the lure for them to tay and 
gamble longer were not ready. Gue ts were 
hou ed at hotel in town. 

Luckily, Wilkerson had arranged the 
opening night ' entertainment month 
earlier . On stage , things went moothly. 
The opening how con i t d of Jimmy 
Durante , George Je el as master of cere­
monie , Xavier Cugat and hi band, 
Ro emarie , Tomm y Wonder and the 
Tunetoppers. All were top tars in their 
day. 

Off tage , it was an entirel y different it­
uation . De peratel hort of time , iegel 

had decided to rely on the kitchen staff, 
chef: , waiters, and bartenders Wilkerson 
had recruited in Lo Angeles. Unfortu­
nately, the e new recruits had yet to com­
plete their training. They were thrown into 
an unfamiliar, unfini hed building , 
prompting numerous complaints about 
poor ervice. 

Wilkerson 's idea of formal attire for the 
opening was abandoned at the last minute. 
As a re ult, the gala event was awash with 
curiou locals who tared in amazement at 
croupiers and dealers in white tie and tail . 

evada re idents porting cowboy hats 
were in ulted when they were asked to re­
move them. Wilkerson had always insi ted 
on an all-male taff in the dining room. 
Siegel retained Wilkerson's idea without 
realizing that mo t of the locals were u ed 
to being waited on by friendly chatty 
waitre e , not formal waiters and aloof 
captains. 

A few days before this fiasco, Siegel's un­
derlings had finally ummoned up the 
courage to tell their bo that all the 
matchbooks cited WLlkerson as manager . 
In Las Vegas, "managers" were al o the 
proprietors and owners. Thou and of 
the e books had been printed. In a rage , 
Siegel ordered everything with Wilker-
on' name on it de troyed. Becau e there 

wasn't enough tim to reprint the match­
books, ome brave oul ugge ted a num­
ber be aved for the opening. Siegel hired 
a quad of women with black grease pen­
cils to trike out the publi her ' name 
wherever it appeared . 

The gangster had also been overly opti­
mi tic about the revenue the Flamingo 
would bring in on opening night. As 
Wilkerson had predicted, a major reason 
why the casino lo t mon y when it opened 
was because there were no hotel room 
available to keep guests gambling after 
hours . Gamblers and gue ts alike took 
their winnings el ewhere. After two weeks 
of operation the Flamingo ' plu h gaming 
table were 275,000 in the red. Siegel 
couldn't understand what was happening . 
In de peration, he speculated that the 
local de ert folk were more cunning than 
hi newly-trained dealers. 

Hi financial windfall having failed to 
materialize , iegel hut the entire opera­
tion down in late January 1947. By now he 
blamed everything on Wilkerson. 

R ernaining in Paris, Wilkerson finally con­
cluded in February 1947 that the 
Ramingo w<tukl never be his. He agreed to 

a sell-<Jut price of 2 million. Siegel's group 
countered with a 300,000 off er, but Wilkerson 
balked. 
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Wilkerson chats with Siegel while the gangster gets a shave from Hollywood barber Harry Drucker. 

oncerned for Wilker on· afety, 
Bautz r asked hi client to con ider drop­
ping the amount to 1,000,000. After 
much cajoling he was ucce ful. vVhen 
Bautzer r layed the new amount, iegel' 
camp countered with a final "take it and 
get out" offer of 600,000. Wilkerson, rea-
oning that the dollar amount was in­
ignifi ant compared to the value of hi 

life, accepted thi deal. 
ince both Bautzer and Wilkerson re­

fused to meet with the gangster in person, 

J11, .fru V~, Skf;el, 

~ la l,u ~ 
lfu, ~ /;,me la Hlah,e IJie 
lwleJ ~, lud IJie 

~wad,~-

the task of ext..racting paym nt from iegel 
fell to Wilkerson's busine partner, Tom 

ward. eward was di patch d to Las 
Vegas in late February by Wilkerson and 
Bautzer on what turned out to b an ex­
erci e in futility. 

iegel was in the proce of reopening 
the hotel. The opening was cheduled for 
March 1, Wilkerson' original date. He was 
o determined to get it right thi time, he 

had arrang d a dre rehear al. t the re­
hearsal, eward at next to iegel in a 
booth that al o held Meyer Lan ky. iegel 
was clearly annoyed by eward' pre ence. 

eward was a blatant reminder of the pub­
Ii her. The fact that he was there to collect 
money Siegel rightfully felt belong d to 
him only infu,;ated the gang ter furth r. 

Photo: Wilkerson Archives 

iegel turned to eward, made a ym­
bolic revolver out ofhi hand, and pointed 
the barr I al eward' head. eward re­
call d fe ling the pressure of the gang-
ter's fingers again l hi kull. 

"lfyour partner w re here right now I'd 
blow hi *#@* brain out," iegel aid. 

"It was ju l terrifying," remembered 
ward. 
Ju t at that moment, the gang ter was 

interrupted by a phone call. Once iegel 
wa out of ight, eward made hi excu e 
and hurried back to Hollywood. Empty­
handed, he told Bautz r in no uncertain 
term he wanted nothing further to do 
with the gangster. 

A fter IIZR Flamingos second opening in 
March, iegel agreed lo pay Wilkerson in 
two installnZRnls in May and A ugu.st. 

Wilkerson returned to Southern California but 
again fled to Paris after an anonJmous caller 
warned him of a contract on his life. Walter 
Winchell broadcast tlZR news of the threat 
against Wilkerson. Called in by IIZR authorities, 

iegel denied making any threats against the 
publisher. Howe1.1er, IIZR mob ler oon had trou­
blR on anotlZRr front. 

In Las Vegas, i g I app aled to his part­
ners for more time to make the hotel prof­
itable. But, having already inve ted 
con iderable um , the 'Tldicate members 
were impatient to ee a r turn. In May, 
however, iegel urpri ed them. The 
Flamingo was at last making a profit. But 
it was too little, too late. 

The gangster' failure to how an ' ig­
nificant gain confirmed doubts about hi 
ability to manage the enterpri . In mid­
May an impatient )'lldi ate angrily tabu­
lated iegel' err rs. The imag of the man 
they had tru ted to mastermind tl1eir mo t 

important project had radically altered. 
By late May, Wilkerson was thinking of 

returning home for good when hi general 
manag r called him with a my teriou 
warning. eorge Kennedy rela ed the 
contents of an anonymou phon call he 
had received advi ing him to tell hi em­
ployer to remain in Pari until "it was all 
over." Without identifying him elf, the 
caller had hung up abruptly after deliver­
ing the me age. 

'The caller identified me by name," re­
called Kennedy, ugge ting that the man 
kn w both him and hi employer. 

In light of the call in earl April that had 
driven him back into hiding, Wilkerson 
had an uneasy feeling about thi me age. 
He decided to act on the warning and de­
layed his departure from Paris. Fearing 
t..ran atlantic rep,; al , Bautzer cautioned 
hi client to remain in hi hote l room as 
much as po ible. 

early two month later, on the morn­
ing of aturday,June 21, Wilkerson bought 
his new pap r, at down at a idewalk cafe, 
and ordered a oke. When he unfolded 
the pap r, he aw the article and immedi­
ately returned to his hotel. 

Waiting for him was a cable from hi 
general manager in Hollywood. Kennedy' 
cable confirmed the newspaper tory. On 
the evening of June 20, as Benjamin 
"Bug y" iegel at reading a new paper in 
longtime girlfriend Virginia H ill' rented 
Beverly Hill hou e, an as as in had rid­
dled the gangster' body with bullets from 
a .30-30 military carbine. Hill was conve­
niently away in Pari at the time. 

Minul after the hooting, Mo dway 
and Gu reenbaum took po ession of 
the Flamingo. o one que tioned or di -
puted their authority. 

Wilk r on packed hi bag and re­
turn d to Lo Angele on June 23, 194 7. 
When Kennedy met him at the airport, 
Wilkerson greeted hi general manager in 
characteri tic fashion. 

"What the *#@* did you waste company 
money on a cable for? It made every*#@* 
paper!" 

W.R. "Willy" Wilkerson III is a writer and pub­
lisher based in Los Angeles. The preceding is an 
excerpt from his book The Man Who Invented 
Las Vegas, which tells the story of his father, 
Bill)' Wilkerson, and the trend-elling Ffamingo 
Hotel that he launched and lost. The Man 
Who Invented Las Vegas (176 pages, 

17. 00, paper; l 'B 0-967664 3-0-6) was pub­
lislZRd last year by Ciro's Books, 6206 Orange 

I., Lo Angeles, CA 90048 (323-939-9760, 
ciro books@)'alwo.com), and is availab/,e from 
bookstores and the publisher. 
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By Deke Castleman 

fter more than 10 years in 
the gambling-publi hing 
bw in , I've learn d a gr at 
deal about asino game , old 
and new. But I still admire 
my late unt adie's gam­

bling s ·stem. he u ed to accompany Jo , 
her high-rolling, rap- hooting se ond 
hu band, on junkets to Las Veg,c, where 
he had gr at fun gambling ven though 
he knew on! · one thing about one game, 

keno. he played only thr e-. p t tickets 
and empl y d th sam numbers ,·ery 
time-12, 17, and 20. "Tho e are my birth­
da · numbers," he c nfided to me after re­
turning from a su ce sful trip, although 
she wouldn't tell m which numb r wai 
the ·ear. "I alway pla • my birthday." 

You can p nd years tudying to be an 
expert in baccarat, blackjack, crap , keno , 
lots, ports b tting, and ,ide poker. But 

Aunt adie taught me that often it's 
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equally fun, and . ometime . as profitable, 
to foetL\ on just on aspect of the gambling 
chaJlenge in front ofv u. ifvou can re­
member onh one thing about each game, 
here are some suggestion . 

Rich Game 
The onh thing you have co know ab ut 

ba carat, a imple game f gue ing 
whether the pla,er or bank r hand \\ill 
come clo. t to 9, is to ha, a lot f money 
in your po ket when you step into th pri­
vate pit to pla,. Traditionally, baccarat's 
betting minimum . are 1ich for eYer, type 
of blo d but blue. 

Even if you don't \\-ant tori k vour hard­
earn d mone, on a gu . ing gam , vou 
can . till partake of baccarat' glamour and 
ex lw ivitv. \lax Rubin, ex-pit bo. s, high-
takes pla, ·er, and exp rt omp hustler, 

sugges~ that vou don't eY n ha, to play 
to enjO\ the pleai ures of the baccarat pit. 

He a 'S, " it down in one of the thousand­
dollar hair; and regally insp t the ur­
roundings, pretending that ·ou're worthy 
of hanging out ,\ith tJ1e baccarat ilk. 'When 
a cocktail waitre. come . by, ord r a dou­
bl f her best cognac." 

Ify u want to pla, baccarat while avoid­
ing the high minimums, you can alway. it 
down at a mini-ba arat table in the main 
pit, but what' the p int? It defea the 
whole purp e of hobnobbing wit11 th 
nabobs and being treated like ro ,alty ju t 
for di. playing some attitude. 

Bia Memory Bank 
The ke • thing to know about blac~ack 

i. that it i the only casino game that has a 
mem ry. Thi means that cards remov d 
from play can be remembered, and cards 
yet to b played can be determined. Card 
counting is a highh demanding discipline 
that can take years to p rfe t. 
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If you don't have years, you can r duce 
the average house advantag to nearly a 
break-even gam by learning a et of deci-
ion for optimum play based on a player' 

hand versus the dealer' up card. Thi 
basic trategy con i ts of 35 po ibl black­
jack hands and 10 po ibl dealer up cards 
for a total of 350 deci ion . It u ually take 
a few da to memorize com pl tely and an­
other few da of practice to imp lement 
automatically. 

If you don't want to be bothered b · uch 
an xt n iv anal} i. of the gam of black­
jack, you can I am the abbreviated basic 

trategy in about fiye minute . It consi ts of 
ix imple ml s: 

I) When ·our hand total I 2-l 6 and the 
dealer how 2-6, tand. 

2) When your hand total 12-16 and the 
dealer hows 7-10 or ace, hit. 

3) Wh n your hand totals 17-20, tand. 
4) When your hand total 10 or II and 

the dealer shows 2-9, double down. 
5) When you hold a pair of eights or 

ace , plit. 
6) ever buy in urance. 

Ca s Say It Right 
The one thing to know about crap , ur­

pri ingly, i n't about gambling. It' about 
grammar. 

The word "crap "i a noun. You'r play­
ing th game of crap . You're hooting 
craps. You'r lo ing between .5 p rcent 
and 17 p rcent of ev ry wager to th house 

crap." You al o don't ay, "Let' go find a 
crap table." 

If you do, you 're full of crap. 
., 
e B the umber 
Keno i one of the worst casino game 

for lo ing money. The av rage hou e ad­
vantage is roughly 20 per ent, and that' 
all you need to know. Keno i a low-paced, 
bad-odd , ucker' 
game for first-timers, 
drinker , long- hot 
arti ts, and th walking 
wounded. till, the 
keno lounge is a great 
place to it, drink, and 
kill time as you wait a 
f, w minute to e what 
happened to your 
wager, which shou ld 
never be mor than a 
dollar. It's also a good 
way to ta in the action 
when you 'r itting in a 
bar or re tauranL 

verything to do with a little plasti card 
that the casino give you for fr e. The rule 
i : • Yer tick a much as a plug nickel 
into a lot machin without putting your 
lot-dub card in the machin as well. 

Jean ott, the famou low-rolling au­
thor, a , "Playing any slot machin in a 
casino without u ing a lot-club card i like 
going up to your hotel room after each 

And it the game of 
choice for t aching Video Poker: "Like blackjack, video poker is a game of skill." 
our kid about gam­

bling at a bona-fide adult game. long as 
you hand the keno runner the money, no 
one eem to care who picks the numbers. 

Sports Be ng: Mate in Heaven 
ports b tting i on of th greate t 

entertainment valu anywhere. Wh ? 
B cau for th co t of 
a IO bet you've 
earn d two or three 
hours' worth of action 
riding on a porting 
conte L You can it at 
home on your living­
room couch or, bett r 
et, in the casino 
ports book, where 

hundred of other 
fan are rooting for 
th a.me thing: their 
mone •. 

gambling sion and throwing fi tfuls of 
dollars out the window." 

The Ii t of I t-club benefits i long, and 
their valu i trong. lot club give you 
comp good for dis ounted or free room , 
food, ent rtainment, tran portation, fre­
quent-flyer mile , and even cash rebate . 
You often get offers in the mail for pecial 
promotion , private partie , and invitation­
only lot tournaments. 

Video Poker. The Program 
Lik bla kjack, video poker is a game of 

kill. It take tim and effort to learn how 
to play and recognize the be t payouts. You 
have to be abl to with tand the wings of 
fortune, which can co t you a fortun 
while you're waiting for a jackpot. 

Craps: "The one thing to know about craps, surprisingly, is grammar." 

Don't b lieve it? Try 
this experim nt. a 
your wife or hu band 
i complaining that all 

The on thing to rememb r about 
video poker i that th easi st way to I am 
how to play is to u e a computer program 
at home. You play th vid o-pok r pro­
gram ju t as you would a video-poker 
machine, only they tell you when you 
make mistake and show the prop r play 
for each hand. You can al o program them 
for auto-play mode, where you ju t it and 
watch th computer play the gam per­
fect! . If that' not a case where th com­
puter i programming you, I don't know 
what i , but it' till one good thing to 
remember when you play the game. 

edge at crap . o betting cheme, no 
money-management y tem, no dice 
dance, no voodoo can alter the immutable 
mathematical admi ion fee that accom­
panie very b t at ... crap . 

The word "crap," on the other hand, i 
an adj ctive. You play at a crap table, in a 
crap pit. You're a crap hooter. The dice 
crew i made up of crap dealers. 

You don't ay, "Let' go hoot ome 

Photo: Ellen Skye (nght) 

you do i it at home and watch ballgame 
on televi ion. If you can talk your mate 
into going partners on a 10 or 20 bet, 
he or h will probably it ther with you 

and cream like a maniac through the 
whole game. 

Slots: Join the Club 
The one inviolable rule of playing lots 

has little to do with the game itself and 
Deke Castleman is seniar editar of the Las Vegas 

dvi or. 
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Cutthroat's Saloon (above) inside the Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe in Incline Village offers a woodsy, Western atmosphere. The V Bar (below) at the Venetian 
attracts a youthful clientele with its upscale, muted ambiance. The V-Bar's designers have evoked a classic Las Vegas style. 

~ 
o you're looking for a haven in the 

casino, a place away from the slots 
here you can gather your thoughts 
d soak in the surroundings . You 

might prefer a piano bar, a disco with jug-
gling bartenders, or a quiet spot to meet 
friends. Following are some of the best 
places to hang out in Las Vegas, Reno, 
and Lake Tahoe casinos. While most 
dance clubs have cover charges , admission 
to other retreats requires only the price of 
a soda or cocktail. 

La~ l/e1_a~ 
By Mike Weatherford 

Most fanfare about the growth of Las 
Vegas focuses on the physical, leav­

ing something equaJiy important almost 
unsaid: The city is a lot more fun than it 
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choice of pmts from its Arctic-chilled 
"vodka locker " amid aulhentically Ru ian 
mirrors , red-velvet drape , and chande­
li rs. At the adjacent RumJungle, rodizw 
cooking in ilie evening give way to a wild 
Brazilian-Lhemed nightclub . By midnight , 
patron tand in Di neyland- tyle queue 
to get into a room where dancers gyrate 
on elevated platform and aeriali ts dan­
gle from the ceiling. 

The concept of haring exp n ive real 
e tate carrie over to Drai's (702-737-
0555) in the basement of ilie Barbary 

oast and Jack's Velvet Lounge in ide ilie 
WB tage 16 re taurant at I.he Venetian 
( 77-857-1 61). Both offer a refined, old­
Hollywood vibe during re taurant hour , 
Drai ' on the gourmet end and ilie WB 
tastefully reiliinking tl1e tl1em re taurant. 
But at night tl1ey turn into youili-driven 
club tl1at capitalize on the city's 24-hour 
appeal. nlike the trip' big dance 
clubs-Ra at ilie Luxor, tudio 54 at tl1e 
MGM Grand-Drai' and Jack ' take ilieir 
decadent-but- ophi ticated attitude from 
the re pective interior de ign . Drai' 
ironically mixe re erved, clubby touche 
uch as bookshelve witl1 overstuffed fur­

niture covered in animal prints. Jack' i 
all plu h and cream-colored, wiili a bal­
cony offering splendid view of tl1e 
Tr asur I land pirate battle aero ilie 
treet. 

ewer casino uch as tl1e Bellagio and 

Humans can rub shoulders with interplanetary beings at Quark's Bar inside the Las Vegas Hilton's Star 
Trek: The Experience, where the drinks are almost as exotic as the clientele. 

enetian court an up cale crowd and in 
return have broadened tl1e appeal of Las 
Vegas to affluent visitors who hadn't pre­
viou Ly thought about pending time on 
tl1e trip. Ifyou're in that class-or want 
to pretend to be while nur ing a pricey 
drink-I.hen you can cozy into apoleon's 
cigar and cognac bar, located in ide Pari 
Las Vegas (702-946-7000) at a trategic 
people-watching cro road between tl1e 
convention area and Le Boulevard retail 

used to be. The recent whirlwind of re ort 
con truction u hered in a whole new wave 
offunhou e that made the trip not ju t 
a place where retir e gamble but al o a 
play zon for 20- omething , Gen-Xers , 
and bab boomers. ightclub and up-
cale and heavily themed bars have r -
tored the trip' '50 -era reputation for 

nightlife . 
The young Hollywood crowd embraced 

the oc o el ( 00-HRD-RO K) 
almo t from the day it opened in 1995. On 
weekend nights , the center bar tran form 
the entire gaming floor into one big in­
gle bar and people-watching zone. When 
crowd gather to watch Denni Rodman 
or Ben Affleck at the table , it' easy to ee 
the scene as a modem version of what the 

and must have been in the heyday of the 
Rat Pack. 

But the Hard Rock i an exception to 
th general trend of tl1e hotter hangouts 

ection. Jazz bands play in tl1e evening 
to patron who convene at mall cocktail 
table or relax in overstuffed chair 
arranged in conversation-area du t.er . 

di tancing them elve 
a bit from I.he casino 
action. Mandalay Bay 
( 77-632-7 00) , for 
in tance , et its group­
ing of restaurant­
nightspots in a buffer 
zone between the 
casino floor and the 

fol" t/4ote «1/40 dO!f C !;~ rleaft'trj «1/t/4 fat/4101( 
;olee OI" «1aitr'trj 1~ ft~e at ela.!~ /lrv,l"a/4 ! 

Lat {le,Jat o//e/"t t/4e e/V'l(alfaf to«l"t. 
parking garage favored by locals. The 
C Gr l and adjacent R k l .obster 
port a retro-futuri tic de ign remini cent 

of'60 -era Jame Bond. R d Square i the 
tonie t of the trio , erving a dizzying 

The Venetian's (877-857-1861) late t 
tenant i V Bar, a lounge tl1at take its hip­
ter credential from its ownership. David 

Rabin and Will Regan opened tl1e ew 
(Continued on page 78) 
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_._. .. h new put evada in the na­
tional potlight. The tate' adop­
tion of legal casino gambling and 
a ix weeks' divorce law in March 
1931 attracted the curio it)'-and 
often the condemnation--of peo­

ple throughout the nit d tate . 
me applauded the tate' experiment 

in lib rality. evada already had quickie 
marriage , officially sanction d pro titu-
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• As we celebrate the 70th 
anniversary of legal gaming in 
Nevada, it is time to revisit the 
casinos of the 1930s, 
mix of sawdust an 
that la id the foundatio 

• I gaming s success. 

tion, and a reputation for ignoring 
Prohibition law . 0\ the tate had made 
virtually all casino game legal. 

Eager to ee the re ults of the new legis­
lation, joumali ts made th pilgrimage to 
R no, evada's large t city and principal 
gaming center. Travel writer Basil Woon 
found Reno to be the "mo t amazing, the 
mo t interesting, and the most perpl xing 
city in America." Joumali t Quentin 

Reynolds characterized Reno as a "frontier 
town, with the olde t of traditions and 
the newe t of laws--a bright, colorful, and 
contradictory place ... who watchword i 
tolerance." 

But other commentators saw the new leg­
i lation as a ign of moral deca -an ill 
omen for not just the ilver State but the 
ntire country. Laura Vitray, an inve tigative 

reporter sent out by the Phila.delphia Daily 
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The Reno Arch frames a Virginia Street scene that shows clubs, cafes, and plenty of parking. 

ews in 1931 to write about "Rotten Reno," 
as her lurid serie of reports was titled, 
found evada to b nothing le than an 
"outlaw tate." She noted that evada was 
controlled by busine man George 
Wingfield ("Vice Czar Rules Lust- fad 
Reno' Whirlpool of Graft and ormp­
tion") and his cronies whil ordinary citi­
zen wer treated like "peons" and" erfs." 

evada, Vitray contended, was implement­
ing a "well-laid scheme to draw the poor and 
thew altl1y of the nited States into the cir­
cle of its power and strip tl1em of their gold, 
by fair mean and foul." 

A writer for Christian Century magazine 
lab led evada a "Pro titute tate." A con­
vention of the International Chri tian 
Endeavor Society called Reno a "blot on civ­
ilization." One attle mini ter tated that 

evada had "repudiated its state ' rights in 
the American commonwealth" and was a 
"disgrace to the nation, both in its divorce 
and ga111bling phases." Reno mayor E.E. 
Roberts, a Wingfield ally and foe of 
Prohibition, added fuel to the flame with a 
widely circulated remark tl1at one way to 
deal with bootleggers would be to place a 
whi key barrel and tin cup on every tr et 
comer in hi city. 

Amid all the publicity, good and bad, 
evada's legal casino e tablished a critical 

foothold during the decade between 1931 
and America' entry into V.orld War II. 
Those }'ears saw casino ga111bling grow from 
a mall-scale, omewhat disreputable activity 
into a ub tantial business that would 
emerge in the po twar decade as evada' 
dominant economic enterpri e. Today, as 

evada celebrate the 70th anni\'ersary of 
legal gaming, we can gain a new apprecia­
tion of how the early casinos survived the 

George Wingfield helped persuade Nevada lawmak­
ers to legalize wide-open gaming in March 1931. 

The club of the 1930 , the trailblazers 
tl1at laid tl1e foundation for the tate' fu­
ture pro peril) ·, were a far cry from today' 
la\'i h re orts. Th first legal casino that ap­
peared in 1931 re embled tho e that had al­
ready been operating in vada-legally or 
illegally. C nu-a.11• to popular belief, ga111-
bling had not been entirely prohibited in 

evada prior to the wide-op n gambling 
law. In the 1920 , the tate permitted pari­
mutuel betting on horse racing, and local 
governments could licen e commercial card 
games uch as poker, whist, and olo in 
which the d al alternated and the house 
took no percentage of the winnings. 
However, gambler preferred the tradi­
tional casino games-faro, 21 (blackjack), 
roulette, and crap . Tho e ga111es had been 
outlawed ince 1910 but were available be­
hind locked doors in illegal gambling clubs. 

As the Depr ion ttled heavily on 
evada as tl1e 1930 began, pre ure grew 

to lift the re traints on ga111bling. The state's 
boosters believed that I gal casino gam­
bling, along with a shorter r sidence re­
quirement for those seeking divorces, would 
bring more p ople and money into tl1e tate 
and benefit its ailing economy. As a re ult, 
the 1931 evada Legi lature p ed both 
the wide-open ga111bling law and a measure 
that required only ix weeks' residence in 
the tate before obtaining a divorce. 

Again contrary to popular belief, the new 
gambling law originated not in the legi la­
cure but in the business community . 
Leading bu ine figures such as millionaire 
mining man, banker, and hotel owner 
George Wingfield of Reno and real-estate 
ale man and developer Thomas Carroll of 

Las Vegas were convinced tl1at legal casinos 
and an expanded divorce trade would ben­
efit not only tl1eir own enterpri e but also 

challenges of their first decade. Las Vegas' Fremont Street in the '30s offered a lively nightlife to travelers and Hoover Dam work,ers. 
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the entire state. Wingfield, indisputably the 
mo t powerful individual in evada, was in-
trumental in convincing lawmakers to up­

port the gaming and divorce bill , while 
Carro ll, in 1930, placed large adverti e­
ments in Southern evada new papers 
promoting the legalization of ca ino . 
Predicting the emergence of Las Vegas as a 
major touri t cent r and evada as the 
"Playground of the nited tate ," Carroll 

drawing to the area . By the middle of the 
decade, when Engli h writer J.B. Prie tley 
noted Las egas' "all-night gambling ," it was 
becoming known a a gambling town. 
Prie tley predicted confidently that "one day 
the touri t world will find Las Vegas." 

The tale's new gambling hou were 
of two typ s- " awdustjoints " and "carpet 
joints ." awdu t joints often were nothing 
more than bars with a few table game . Th y 

though few offered entertainment or sub-
tantial re taurants. uch place included 

Reno ' Palace Club, Harold Club , and the 
Bank Club, which was owned by the notori­
ous William Graham and Jame McKay, 
local racketeers who later erved time in 
pri on for fraud. On Fremont treet in Las 

Vegas, the Boulder , Las Vegas, and 
orth rn club al o fit into the high end of 

thi category. 
The carpet joints, in contrast, were 

classier, more lavi h enterprises. They often 
were nightclub or dinner hou e a much 
as casino , and their patrons included the 
wealthier and mor ocially prominent res­
idents and vi itors. Carpet joints tended to 
attract more women and m mbers of the 
divorce colony. In Las Vegas, the rather 
exclusive gambling pots includ d fancy 
downtown clubs like the Apache Casino, lo­
cated in the Apache Hotel. Cu tomers al o 
found nightlife at the 91 Club (earlier the 
Pair-0-Dice), the Green hack, and the 
lavi h Meadows-"the fine t re ort in th 
outhw t." 

R no ' upper crust visited downtown din­
ner-hou e clubs uch as the lub Forrune , 

Faro, played here at Reno's Bank Club, was a popular game in Nevada's early casinos. 

Waldorf , Townhouse, and 
ophi ticated re taurant 

where a ho te in evening gown greeted 
the more moneyed locals and members of 

urged his fellow Silver tate to "make wide­
open gamb ling the bigge t industry in the 
tate, o that it .. . will bring more millions 

of do llars into evada." 
Pro-casino interests prepared a wide­

open gamb ling bill and then went looking 
for a lawmake r to introduce it. H wever, be­
lieving that many evadans di approved of 
gamb ling, mo t legi lators were lee1;· ofhav­
ing their name attach d to the measur . 
Several members of th tale enate and 

embly decl ined the honor of sponsoring 
the bill b fore Phil Tobin, a fre hman 
as emb lyman and rancher from the 
Winnemucca area, final ly agreed to do o. 
After both house overwhe lmingly passed 
the gamb ling and divorce bill , Governor 
Fred Balzar Wingfie ld' friend and politica l 
ally, igned both measures into law on 
March 19, 1931. 

D
ozens of gamb ling club oon 
op ned, mo t of them in Reno and 
Las Vegas. Reno, with a population 
of about 19,000, was known as th 

"Biggest Little ity m the World ," as its 
famed Virginia trect arch proclaimed , and 
the "divorce capital" of the nation. Las Vegas 
had on ly about 7,000 re idents, but the 
small town already was b nefiting from the 
visitors that Hoover Dam's con truction was 
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Poker players match wits at the Northern, a prominent downtown Las Vegas club with a famous name. 

could be found on main thoroughfares 
uch as Fremont treel in Las Vegas and 
enter treet in Reno and on back treets 

and alleys. The cu tomers tended to be 
male who moked and drank freely as th y 
wagered. Altl1ough om women might be 
pre ent as gamblers, many were " hill ," 
hired by the clubs to encourage play. 

om of the sawdu t joints were mor 
ambitious and reputable than others , al-

the divorce colony. The leased-out casino in 
George Wingfield ' fashionable Riverside 
Hotel attracted a crowd , as did roadhouses 
uch as the Country tub , the Tavern, and 

the Cow hed , operated by famed ew York 
nightclub hoste Belle Livingstone. t Lake 
Tahoe , th Cal- eva Lodge (operated by 
Graham and McKay) and the tatelin 
Country Club were hot pots. 

(Continued on page 80) 
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eno's eu auu ar ... 
CASINO & ENTERTAINMENT! 
2,100 newest, hottest lots and video poker machines. Plus ingle-deck Blackjack. 
Craps. Poker. Pai Gow. Roulette. Keno. Luxurious High Limit Slot Area. Plus 
headliners like Charlie Daniels, Leon Russell, Larry Gatlin and many more. 

ROOMS & SUITES! 
More suites than any hotel in northern evada! 
Our 1,070 luxurious tower rooms - including 185 Jacuzzi suites-offer spectacular 
views. Plus 24-hour room service. Voice mail and dataport. Pay-to-view movies. 
Mini bar. Hair dryer. Iron/board. Many Jacuzzi uites include a personal fax 
machine, a full wet bar and refrigerator with ice maker. 

RESORT AMENITIES! 
Gift Shop. Concierge. Styling Salon. 1a.55ages and facials by appointment. 
Arcade. Business Center. Free airport shuttle. 

RESTAURANTS & LOUNGES! 
Seven distinctive restaurants and 10 themed bars & lounges ... 
White Orchid - rated by AM, proud recipient of 2000 Nevada Magazine 
Best Sky 's-tbe-Limll Gourmet Restaul'ant, Wine Spectator and International 
Restaurant & Hospitality Awards of Excellence and the prestigious DiR6NA award 
Romanza Ri torante Italiano - fine northern Italian cuisine including 
many wood-fired specialties beneath a romantic twilight kydome 
Island Buffet - 14 custom serving tations featuring an 
international menu in a lush tropical setting 
Steak House - finest steak, prime rib and seafood 
with superb tableside service 
24-hour Coffee hop - breakfast, lunch and 
dinner served anytime in a luxurious setting -
proud recipient of 2000 Nevada Magazine 
Best Coffee Shop! 

30% LOOSER SLOTS! 
We continue to offer looser slots based on annual 
combined averages of 1evada Gaming Control Board 
statistics when compared to all other Reno casinos for 10 years 
running. Period. 

It's what we are. It's who we are. 
The Peppermill. Your best gaming value. Year in. Year out. 

It means. 
Play longer. Win more. At the. 

26-2121 

2 0 South Virginia Street, Reno ~ 950Z • 800-6-18-6992 • w~w.PeppermillCasinos.com 



At the Tropicana in Las Vegas, magician Rick Thomas creates magic in the afternoons with a little help from his assistant, Graci, and Kyra, a white tiger. 

hen Breck Wall' burle que-
tyled "Bottom' p" revue 

accepted an afternoon time 
lot at the Thunderbird 

Hotel in the mid-1960 , 
Las Vegas re orts rarely offered entertain­
ment before dark. everthele , "Bottom' 
Up" was a ucce . 

bigge t evening how ere t the 100 
mark, afternoon how put Las Vegas en­
tertainment within reach of the bargain­
minded. Adverti ed price are in the 

10-ter 20 range, and many hotel offer 
coupons or promotion because the af­
ternoon revue help generate foot traffic 

late as we u ed to," Dooley ays of hi 4 
p.m. gig at the Plaza Hotel downtown. H i 
prediction:" omeday, omeone' going to 
have a breakfast how." Why not? They do 
in Bran on, Mi ouri. But until they erve 
coffee with the magic tricks, here' what to 
ee before undown. 

"It took off like a rocket," Wall 
recall . "In tho e da , people did­
n't have anything to do in the day­
time except it in the un. There 
were no hopping mall or any­
thing like that." 

"SomedalJ, someone's 9oin9 to 
ha tie a break( ast show, 11 salJS 

Houdini re--creator Dixie DoolelJ. 

"Bottom 's Up ": Blacko ut 
ketche and dirty joke are part 

of the imp le formula that has 
kept this en emb le revue on the 

trip periodically ince 1964. 
Emcee Wall and rubber -faced 
David Harri go back 40 years ter 
gether, and ue Motsinger has But when Wall re urrected 

"Bottom' Up" at the Flamingo Las Vegas 
last fall, he joined everal establi hed 
hows that don't wait unti l dark. To dis­

tingui h hi production he billed it as "the 
only tople afternoon how." 

The afternoon trend offers a number of 
advantage to howgoers. As price for the 

and keep people on property. 
More ho\, mean more variety for all 

taste . Even the three magic how are dis­
tinct, ranging from the comedic touch of 
Mac King to the dramatic tun ts of Harry 
Houdini as recreated by Dixie Dooley. 

"It' a 24-hour town, but we don't go as 

been onboard ince the '70s. 
The chemi try of watching these old 

friends try to break each other up at the 
Flamingo Las Vegas offi ets the old-and­
older gags, taged in rapid-fire voile or in 
brief ketche with campy co tume and 
outrageou prop that may have inspired 
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The House of Blues at Mandalay Bay rocks during the club's Sunday brunch, which features gospel music. 

the old Laugh-In TV erie . (Dan Rowan 
and Dick Martin worked as Vega opening 
acts before their TV fame and would catch 
the revue when they w r in town.) 
"Bottom p" play in the Flamingo 
Showroom at 2 and 4 p.m. daily except 
Sunday. Call 702-733-3111. Tickets are 

12.95, plu tax, which include one drink. 
Circus Circus: You can ee continuous 

free shows featuring trapeze arli ts, jug­
glers, animals-everything found under 
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the Big Top-at Circu ircu in both Las 
Vegas and Reno. hows are cheduled 
every half-hour from 11:15 a.m. to mid­
night in La Vegas (702-734-0410), and 
11:15 a.m. to 10:45 p.m. in Reno (775-329-
0711). 

"Houdini Lives Again": Dixie Dooley is 
a Houdini devotee who doesn 'tjust coll ct 
the master's memorabilia. At the Plaza, he 
jumps right in-into an antique can filled 
with water, where he has to free him If of 

various manacle before breaking through 
the locked-down lid. That' the climax of 
a hi tory-filled hour full of handcuff ma­
nipulation and traitjacket e cape . It' an 
informative change of pace from the 
u ual magic on the trip. how time i 4 
p.m. daily except Monday in the Plaza 
Showroom. Call 702-3 6-2110. Tickets are 

19.95, plus tax, which doe n't include 
drinks . 

"House of Blues Gospel Brunch": 
There i heavy competition among hotel 
re taurants for the Sunday bnmch crowd, 
but only the Hou e of Blues chain in ide 
Mandalay Bay erve a weekly do e of al­
vation along with crab cake , champagne, 
and omelets. Churche work in rotation to 
provide go pel choirs or band for the 
mu icon tage . eatings are at 10 a.m. and 
1 p.m. Sunday . For reservation call 702-
632-7777. Tickets are 34.60 for adults, 
· 18.30 for children 11 and under. 

"The Illusionary Magic of Rick 
Thomas": If it i Las Vegas- tyle magic you 
want, Rick Thomas' how at the Tropicana 
offers a olid overview of tandard tage 
illu ion for le than a third of the co t 
( 17.95 general admi ion) of ome of 
his nighttime counterparts. The affable 
Thomas i a commanding ix-foot-four 
and packs as much theatricality as po ible 



Dancers take the stage and aerialists perform overhead during the Rio's "Masquerade Show in the Sky." 

into hi hour on tag in the Tiffany 
howroom. Th large tting offers plenty 

of pace for a dramatic levitation of hi as-
i t.ant, Gra i, along with the usual "cabinet 

tricks" of tran forming women into tige1 , 
or vice versa. Repeat bu ine from the 
family market make thi a how that peo­
ple line up for in the ummer. how ar 
at 2 and 4 p.m. daily except Friday. all 

tation , and drink ervice i available. 
"The King in Concert ": Elvi i back in 

the building where it all b gan for him in 
Las Vegas- ort of. The ew Fr ntier i a 
newer building n the ame ground 
where Elvi Pr I y made hi egas debut 
in April 1956. When the trip hotel con­
vened its bingo parlor into a make hift 
howroom last fall, imper onator Tim 

Welch moved in with an 

Ma9ician Mac Kin9 stuffs a paper 
cutout of a fish into his mouth 
and then spits out a lirle one. 

Elvi tribut pon ored 
by the Elvi - -Rama 
Mu eum. "Th King in 
Concert" offer a con­
centrated do e of '70 
era equined:iump-

702-739-2222. Th tick t p1ice of 17.95 
includ tax but no drinks. VIP eating i 
available for 22.95. 

Al o at the Tropicana, th "Bird Man of 
Las Vegas" take place at 11 a.m., 12:30 
p.m., and 2 p.m. daily except Thursday. 
The fr e how in the Tropic Lounge tars 
Joe Krathwoh and hi cast of feath red 
perform rs. 

Jerry Tiffe and His Orch es tra: Easy Ii 
tening or dancing i the aft moon enter­
tainment at three of the tation ino : 
Boulder, un et, and Texas. Tiffe p rform 
2 to 4 p.m. Wednesda in the Club 
Madrid at un et talion, 2 to 4 p.m. 
Thur day in the Railhead aloon at 
Boulder tation, and 4 to p.m. unda 
in the Armadillo Lounge at Texas tation. 
There i no charg for the shows at the 

uited Elvi . Welch ings 
to taped mu ic, and a booth in the back of 
th room offers photo op . how time i 4 
p.m. aturday through Thursday. Call 702-
794-8200. Tickets are 17.95, plu tax, 

which doe not in lude drinks. 
"A Tribute to Elvis": At th Riviera,Jim 

LeBoeuf is King. While oth r Elvi wive! 
their hip in white:iump uited imitations 
of imitators, LeBoeuf make a goof of the 
whole impersonator phenomenon and hi 
lack of re emblance to th King. But 
LeBoeuf take the mu ic eriously, digging 
out ob cure ong only true Elvi fan 
would ask for along with the exp cted hits. 
He perform at 4 p.m. Friday through 

unday in the Le Bi tro Lounge. all 702-
734-5110. There i a two-drink minimum. 

"The Mac King Com edy Magic Show": 
De pite all the magician in Las Vegas, the 

It's a Capital Idea 
and it's yours for just 

PER COUPLE! 
Second night room only $35, 

plus room tax. 

VAWE 
2 $7 Restaurant Coupons $ 14.00 
4 $1.50 Keno Credits $ 6.00 
4 Cocktails $ 8.00 
4 Lucky Bucks $ 4.00 
4 $1 Gaming Tokens $ 4.00 
Deluxe Motel Room $ 46 .33 
(One night per couple) 
TOTAL RETAIL VALUE $82.33 
YOUR PRICE ONLY $46.00 

Call l-8OO-338-776O for J,OUr room 
reservation and mention GOOD TIMES.• 

Present this certificate to the City 
Center Motel, to receive your 
Corson Nugget coupons. 

Redeem those coupons for: 

FINE FOOD 
GAMING 

COCKTAILS 
ENTERTAINMENT 

Enjoy Our New Cleon Air System! 

507 N. Carson Street 

Limit. One GET-AWAY PACKAGE per couple 
per week. Both must be 21 years of oge. 

This offer, in oll or port, is subject lo conceUation 
or revision al ony time by Carson Nugget 

management. Rooms subject lo availability. 

CITY CENTER MOTEL 
1-800-338-7760 

800 N. Carson Street 
Carson City 
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Magician-comedian Mac King employs a few fishy tricks to entertain showgoers at Harrah's Las Vegas. 

big showroom u ually don't lend them­
elve to the type of "clo e-up" magic pop­

ularized by the Magic Castle nightclub in 
Hollywood. Mac King' act pla more like 
a set of tand-up comedy-perfectly uited 
to the Comedy Cabaret room he u e at 
Harrah's Las Vegas-but there's no le 
my tery to how he can tu.ff a paper cutout 
of a fi h into hi mouth and then spit out 
a live one. 

The Kentucky native i a childhood 
buddy of Lance Burton, but the imilari­
tie with the uave Monte Carlo headliner 
end there. In tead ofa nixedo, King wears 
de liberately awful uits, and freely volun­
teers that hi tage persona i that of"a big, 
goofy dork." how are at 1 and 3 p.m. ex­
cept unday and Monday in the Comedy 

abaret howroom. Call 702-369-5000. 
Tickets are 12.05, which include tax but 

"Masquerade Show in the Sky": Thi 
free, crowd-enticing pectacle repeats ev­
era l time each day in the Rio' Tuscany­
themed Masquerade Village. A cast of 
co nimed performers work amid anima­
tron ic characters on the ground and in the 
air, cruising on floats that hang from a 950-
foot ceiling track. The 12-minute hows 
take place at 4, 6, 8, and 10 p.m. Thursday 
through Monday. Call 702-252-7777. 
Although the how i free to watch, you 
can don a co tume and ride the floa for 

9.99. 
"Stars of the Strip": The comic impres­

ioni ts the Walkers-con i ting of Kathy 
and brothers Bill and Greg-keep the 
golden age of the Las Vegas lounge alive 
in this old- chool revue, available for the 
price of a drink in the Lady Luck' "bub-

ble-dome" howroom. Becau e people 
come back for econd and third do e , the 
two hows each day vary: Kathy may do 
Joan Rivers and Cher in the first how, 
then Dolly Parton in the econd. Producer 
Robbie Howard joins the act as well, 
inging as Robert Goulet in front of the 

three-piece band. Mo t of the one-liners 
are ancient but classic, and the better im­
pre ion (Rod tewart, Barbra Strei and) 
get the full-co tume treatment in the sec­
ond half of each et. Show are at 2 and 
3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Call 
702-477-3000. The how i free with the 

5.95 one-drink minimum. 
''Viva Las Vegas ": Thi i the how that 

revived the afternoon trend when it 
opened at the Sand 10 years ago. ow it 
carrie on at the trato phere as a budget­
minded ampling of elements from the 
expen ive evening how , from a inger 
( atalie Carson) and even howgirl ­
dancers to wi e-cracking comedian Bruce 
Mickelson and Dave wan, who offer a 
end-up offellow Wei hman Tom Jones. 

''Viva Las Vegas" play in the trato-
phere' Broadway howroom at 2 and 4 

p.m. daily except unday. Call 702-380-
7777. Tickets are 12.95, plus tax, which 
includes one drink. 

Showgoers will note that the one con-
tant in ''Viva Las Vegas" is its chief claim 

to fame, "Golden" Joe Baker, an Elvi im­
personator un like any other. At least he' 
unlike any other retirement-aged Elvis 
who to e hi toupee at the end of a 
crowd-pleasing bump-and-grind. 

MikR Weatherford is an entertainment writer for 
the Las Vegas Review:Journal. 
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Nevada Events 
March and pril events in Las Vegas, Reno-Tahoe, and Rural evada . 

N 
vada communitie hold a great vari­

ety of events throughout the year. 
March and April offer cultural fe ti­
val and racing and r deo events, 

uch as th pring wakening Powv;ow in 
rson ity, CAR racing at the Las 

Vegas Motor peedwa y, and pro rodeo in 
Laughlin and Logandale. evada Magazine 
pre nts the following vents chedule for 
March and April. B ur to call ahead to 
confirm date and time . Pl ase note that 
the area code i 702 for Las Vegas Territory 
and 775 for th re t of the tat . 

Las Vegas Territory 
Pennzoil World of Outlaws • '.\larch 1-3 • Half-mile 
dirt O\'al race. Las Vegas '.\1otor peed\\-.11, 702-644-
4443. 
Sam's Town 300 • March 3 • :-.: CAR Busch rie 
race. Las Vegas Motor peedwa1, 702-64++1-13. 
Motocross • March 3 • Z~iA Club '.\IX series. 
Mesquite Raceway, Mesquite, 702-346-3766. 
Gordy Ohlinger: Banjo-ologist • March 3 • Comedic 
presentation of entertainment, American Histon, and 
music fundamentals. Valley View Recreation Cemer, 
Henderson, 702-565-2367. 
NASCAR Winston Cup Series • March 4 • Las Vegas 
Motor peedway, 702-644-4443. 
Nevada Jazz Orchestra: Latin Connection • ~farch 4 
• 18-piece ensemble. Winchester nter, Las Vegas, 
702-455-7340. 
U.S. Army Field Band • March • Famous composers, 
popular melodies, and band music. Valle) View 
Recreation mer, Henderson, 702-565-2367. 
College Basketball Tournament • March IO • 
Playoff with top finishers in the Mountain We t 
Conference. Thomas and Mack Center, U 'LV, Las 
Vegas, 702 95-3900. 
Las Vegas Intercollegiate Golf Tournament • March 

11 • 'NL hosts 14 golf team . Rio cco Golf Club, 
Henderson, 702-242-3000. 
Bolshoi Symphony Orchestra • March 9 • Featuring 
199 International TchaikO\· k1 winner Denni 
Matsu ev. Performing Arts Center, U:-:L\', 702 95-
ARTS. 
U.S. Army Band• March 10 • Concert.Artemus Ham 
Hall, UNLV, 702 95-27 7. 
Susan G. Kamen Breast Cancer Foundation Race for 
the Cure• March 10 • SK run and walk, one-mile fun 
run. alleria at unset, Henderson, 702-252-RACE. 
Las Vegas Region SCCA Autocross• March 10-11 • 
Las Vegas Motor peedwar, 702 97-3774. 
Las Vegas Civic Symphony • March 11 • Reed 
Whipple mer, Las Vegas, 702-229-621 I. 
Boulder City Days• March 11-17 • The Hoo1er Dam 
town celebrate. its 70th birthda1 "ith walking tours, 
music from the '30,, and birthda1 cake throughout 
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Spring Native American Festivals 

Powwow dancers step into traditional celebrations during the Spring Awakening Powwow March 
17 in Carson City, the Invitational Native American Arts Festival April 6-8 in Henderson (above), 

and the Snow Mountain Powwow May 25-27 in Las Vegas. 
Photo Gail Band1no 



Lhe community. B ulder ity, 702-294-19 . 
Cruise Night • March 16 • Free and open Lo all car; 
including classics, street rods, muscle cai,. Location 
TBA, Las Vegas, 702-260-6960. 
St. Patrick's Day Celebration• March 16-17 • Celtic 
entertainmem, green beer, and traditional food. 
Fremom treet Experience, Las Vegas, 702-678-5777. 
Extreme Monster Trucks• March 16-17 • Din track. 
Las Vegas Motor peedway, 00-64444!4. 
St. Patrick's Day Dance • March 17 • Boyd Coulter 
and the Good Times Band play music from the '40s 
to the '60s. harle ton Heights Cemer, Las Vegas, 702-
229-6383. 
Pot of Gold Slot Tournament• March 17 • 10 buy-in 
include buffet. Eureka Casino, Mesquite, 77 54-
7 85. 
Sand Drags • March 17-1 • Me quite Raceway, 
Me quite, 702-346-3766. 
Las Vegas Jazz Society: Strings Attached • March I 
• Jazz band with 20-piece tring secLion. Charle ton 
Heights Center, Las Vegas, 702-229-6383. 
Rockapella • March 23 • treet performers turned 
stars. Performing Arts Center, U LV, 702 95-ART . 
Super Mods, Outlaws, and Legends • March 23 • 
Bullring track. Las Vegas Motor peedway, 00-644-
4444. 
"The Balcony" • March 23-25 and 29-April I • 
Residents of a bordello impersonate leaders of a re,·­
olutionary city. Jud Bayle Theatre, U LV, 702-895-
27 7. 
"And Then They Came for Me: Remembering the 
World of Anne Frank" • 1\larch 24 • Jame till drama, 
not recommended for children under 10. Nevada 
TheaLre Company, Las egas, 702 73-0191. 
Wild Bunch Hare Scrambles Motorcycle Race • 

Photo: Julia Lee 

A Delicate Delicacy 

Cooks in Virginia City don costumes and sharpen knives as they prepare for the Mountain Oyster 
Cook-Off on March 17 Adventurous eaters can try samples of the delicacy. Others can test the 

green beer offered at Comstock bars and watch the St. Patrick's Day parade. 

March 24 • Off-road race. Good prings, 702-437-
MRA.N. 
Catskill Klezmorim • March 24 • Traditional and con­
temporary music. Charleston Heights Cemer, Las 
Vegas, 702-229-63 3. 

Jazz Fest • March 24 • Bring lawn chairs and picnic. 
West Las Vegas Arts Cemer, 702-229-6511. 
Super Mods, USAC Midgets, Legends, and Bicycle 
Races • :-.larch 24 • Bullring track. Las Vegas Motor 
peedwa)', 00-644-4444. 
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In the heart 
of Cowboy Country 
Where Recreation 

and Wildlife 
Abound 

Visit 
Friendly Historic Lovelock 
• Only Round Court House 

in the U.S. 
• Marzen House Museum 
• State-of-the-art Parks and 

Playgrounds 

Rye Patch Reservoir 
• Camping, Fishing, Boating 
• Quality Motel, Casino, and 

Restaurants at Mill City 

Historic Unionville 
Black Rock Desert 
Humboldt Sink 
Famous Indian Caves 

Stop by our Chamber of 
Commerce office at the Marzen 

House Museum for more 
information or call 

775-273-7213 
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Nevada 
Territory 
Map 
To assist you in your travels through Nevada, 
the state has been divided into the following territories: 

■ Reno-Tahoe Territory ■ Pioneer Territory 
■ Cowboy Country 

or 
■ Las Vegas Territory 
~ Indian Territory 

Jazz Ensemble • ~farch 25 • Artemus Harn Hall, 
NLV, 702 95-27 7. 

Oscar Night America • March 25 • Dinner, ilent auc­
tion, view the Academy Awards to benefit the Arthritis 
Foundation. Location TBA, Las Vegas, 702-367-1626. 
Laughlin Rodeo Days • March 28-April 1 • PRCA 
rodeo featuring 700 competitors. Entertainment, ven­
dor booths. pecial Events Arena, Laughlin, 623-535-
1949. 
Big League Challenge• March 29 • Home run hitting 
contest featuring major leaguers from the Los Angeles 
Dodgers and Arizona Diamondbacks. hman Field, 
Las Vegas, 702-79 7 25. 
Rocky Mountain Tractor Pulls• ~1arch 31 • Din track. 
Las Vegas Motor peedway, 00-6-14-44+1. 
"Behind the Broken Words" • April 1 • Anthony 
Zerbe and Roscoe Lee Browne present poetry, drama, 
and comedy. Reed Whipple Center, La.~ Vegas, 702-
22%211. 
"Rumpelstiltskin" • April 2 • Mi oula hildren' 
Theatre perfom1ance. Black Mountain Recreation 
Cemer, Henderson, 702-565-2367. 
Clark County Fair and Rodeo • April 5-8 • PRCA 

rodeo, music, camival,junior livestock judging.juried 
art how, and antique farm equipment displays. 
Logandale, 76-FAIR. 
NHRA SummitRacing.com Nationals• April 5-8 • Top 
fuel, funny cars, pro tock motorcycle , pro tock 
trucks. Las Vegas Motor peedway, 800-6444444. 
Ballet Season Finale • April 6-7 • The evada Ballet 
Theatre perform "Handel Celebration," "Lark 
Ascending," and" apoli." Artemus Harn Hall, '!v, 
702.S95-2787. 
SNORE Buffalo Bill's 400 • April 6-7 • Off-road race 
featuring trucks and buggie . Primm, 702-452-4522. 
Invitational Native American Arts Festival • April 6-

• Demon tration , dances, music, arts, crafts, lec­
ture , and film. Clark County Heritage Museum, 
Henderson, 702-455-7955. 
"Fool of the World"• April 6-S and 12-15 • Adaptation 
of Russian folk tale. Reed Whipple Center, Las Vegas, 
702-22%211. 
Nevada Jazz Artists • April • Modem jazz concen 
featuring local perfom1ers. Winche ter Center, Las 
Veg-a!, 702-455-7340. 
"Rumpelstiltskin" • April 9 • Mi oula hildren' 



Theater perfonnance. iher pring Recreation 
Center, Hendmon, 702-565-2367. 
Liberace Museum's 22nd Anniversary• April 14 • Las 
Vegas, 702-79 5595, ext. 20. 
Clark County Children's Festival • April 14 • 
Recreational and cultural acti\itie . Winchester Park, 
Las Vegas, 702-455-7340. 
Bunny Business Slot Tournament• April 14 • 10 buy­
in includes buffet. Eureka Casino, Mesquite, 877-854-
7 5. 
Boulder City Art Guild• April 14-15 • Art show at Lake 
Mead Marina. Boulder it\, 702-293-09 I. 
Las Vegas Region SCCA Autocross • April 14-15 • Las 
Vegas Motor peedway, 00-644-4444. 
"Rumpelstiltskin" • April 16 • Missoula hildren' 
Theater perfonnance. Valley View Recreation Center, 
Henderson, 702-565-2367. 
Las Vegas Senior Classic• April 16-22 • Senior PGA 
Tour top. TPC ummerlin, Las Vegas, 702-242-3000. 
Early Woody and Mel • April 17 • Featured film: 

Wearin' of the Green 
St. Patrick's Day celebrations are planned 

March 16-17 at the Fremont Street Experience in 
Las Vegas and March 16-18 at Fitzgeralds in 

downtown Reno. Las Vegas plans Celtic 
entertainment, green beer, and traditional food, 

while Reno features bagpipe-band performances, 
a military brass band, and an arts and crafts fair. 

You11g Fra11knistrin. Charleston Heights Center, Las 
Vegas, 702-229-5430. 
World Mini • April 17-22 • MX track. Las Vegas Motor 
peedway, ~ -

Ho-Waiian Luau Slot Tournament • April I • 
We l\Y3.rd Ho, Las Vegas, 702-731-2900. 
Cruise Night • April 20 • Free and open to all cars in­
cluding cfassics, street rods, muscle cars. Location 
TBA, Las Vegas, 702-260-6960. 
Mardi Gras Festival • April 20-21 • Parades, big heads, 
beads, and ew Orlean tyle entertainment. Fremont 
treet Experience, Las Vegas, 702-f,78-5777. 

Neon Thunder • April 20-22 • Motorcycle how and 
rally, kickstand party, vendors, entertainment, 
naughty-wear fashion show. Bourbon treet Casino 
and San Remo Hotel, Las Vegas, 702-{i55-S976. 
Henderson Heritage Days • April 20-29 • Parade, car­
nival, talent how, picnic in the park, chili cook~ff. car 
how, dance, barbecue, oftball tournament, and 

beauty pageant. Henderson, 702-565-8951. 
Earthfest 2001 • April 21 • Acthities promote emi­
ronmental education and awarene . Dedication of 
Wetlands Park, Las \'egas, 702-455-8206. 
An Evening in Did Vienna • April 21 • Dance to waltz 
and polka mu ic. harleston Heights Center, Las 
Vegas, 702-22%383. 
Las Vegas Jazz Society Concert • April 22 • 

harle ton Heights Center, Las Vegas, 702-229-{i383. 
AIDS Walk Las Vegas • April 22 • 702-382-2326. 

,ada Calendar 
i a ·ection of 

NEVADA 
AGAZINE 
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Vi~nia Cizy! The U~~1s mining 
meuopolis ... Mark Twain1s 
~tarting Place, and once 

R EVERYONE! 
M TRAIN RIDES 

UMS ·SHOPPING 
AINMENT • LODGING 

"The Richest Place 
onEarlh11 

775-847-7500 
www.virginiacity-nv.org 

FREE HOOVER DAM 
• See Star's Homes • Free Lunch Buffet 

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE 
PAY $33.95-SAVE $33.95 

• Hoover Dam • Ethel M's & More Some Restr1ctloos May Apply. 
NV/MAG 

FREE LAUGHLIN • h~~~~:~ip Transportation 
The Boomtown on the Colorado River • Casino Fun Book 
Some RestnctJons May Apply. Must be at 1eas1 21 years Oki. • Lunch Buffet & More!! NV/MAG 

---------------------------------------------- INCLUDES ------------------

FREE ST'A'JELINE • Roundtrip Transportation 
" • Lunch Buffet • Casino Fun Book 

View the 3 Mega Resorts on the NV/CA Border. • California Lottery Ticket Store NV/MAG 

Some RestrictJons MayApply. Ages 2-20-SlSOOpp • National Vitamin Factory Tour (Free samples) ------------------------------------- ----- INCLUDES _____________________________ _ 

FREE PAHRUMP BINGO• Roundtrip Transportation 
. . Lunch Buffet Included NV/MAG Some RestnctionS May Apply. AVAII..AIILE • . 

B5 Must be at least 21 years Oki. • National Vitamin Factory Tour (Free samples) 

82 DEATH VALLEY 
GRAND CANYON 

(South or West) or 

SAVE 
~30.00 
~RPERSON 

BRYCE CANYON NATIONAL PARK 
nu,n 1•-

INCLUDES 

$99.50 DD 
FOR EACH TO°uf 

• Continental Breakfast 
• & Lunch Buffet 
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Award-Winning Photo 

Photographer Jack Hursh of Reno won last year's Speakers Choice Award at the annual Shooting 
the West symposium in Winnemucca for his image of an old barn on Valley Road near downtown 

Reno. This year's Shooting the West XIII is March 8-11. 

Dynamic Trombone Quartet • April 22 • Free concert 
featuring country to classical. Reed Whipple Center, 
Las Vegas, 702-229-6211. 
Early Woody and Mel • April 24 • Featured film: i.,que 
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and Death. Charle ton Heights Center, Las Vegas, 702-
229-5430. 
Pantera Owners of California Las Vegas Fun Rally • 
April 25-29 • Annual auto rally to Las Vegas include 

a concours d'elegance at the Fremont treet 
Experience on April 2 . 909-305-8004 for more in­
fonnation. 
Laughlin River Run • April 25-29 • The We t Coast's 
largest motorcycle e\'ent features display , exhibits, 
custom bike how, and concerts. Laughlin, 00-357-
223. 

Mesquite Days • April 26-29 • Parade, carnival, en­
tertainment, craft \'endors. Recreation Park, 
Mesquite, 702-346-3868. 
"Cabaret" • April 27-29 and May~ • Broadway mu-
sical. Judy Bayley Theatre, 1LV, 702-895-2787. 
Las Vegas City of Lights Jazz Festival • April 28 • 
International perfonners entertain at Hills Park at 
ummerlin. Las Vegas, 702-228-37 0. 

Gateway Artist's Bazaar• April 2 • Exhibit and sale. 
Downtown Arts Di trict, Las Vegas, 702-38~3133. 
Southwest Symphony Orchestra Concert • April 28 • 
Virgin Valley High School, Mesquite, 702-346-2787. 
Clark County Art Show• April 28-29 • Fine art by local 
arti ts, music, entertainment. Bicentennial Park, 
Boulder City, 702-29~2551. 
Rattlin' Rails Hand Car Races• April 29 • Teams duel 
for the uthern evada long-course championship 
at the Yucca treet Rail Yard. Boulder City, 702-595-
7223. 
The Wonderful World of Opera • April 29 • Las Vegas 
Master ingers concert. Qark County Library Theater, 
Las Vegas, 702-22 316. 
Moscow Festival Ballet • April 29 • Excerpts from 
great ballets. Perfonning Arts Center, LV, 702-895-
ART. 
Las Vegas SCCA Rally Cross • April 29 • Jean Dry 
Lake near Jean, 13 mile outh of Las Vegas off 1-15, 
702-897-3774. 



Giddy-Up, Old Paint 

Kids find plenty to squeal about at the Clark County Fair and Rodeo, April 5-8 in Logandale, 55 
miles northeast of Las Vegas off Interstate 15. The fair features a pro rodeo, animal rides, music, 

carnival, livestock show, juried art show, and antique farm equipment displays. 

Reno-Tahoe Territory 
Snowfest • Thru March 4 • Winter carnival with 50 
serious and fun race , ice carvings, polar bear wim, 
snow sculpture conteslS, parades. orth Lake Tahoe, 
00-824-6348. 

Chaskinaskuy • March 2 • Music of the Ande . 
Brewery Arts Center, Carson City, 775-883-1976. 
Winner Take All Slot Tournament • March 2-4 • John 
Ascuaga' ugget, Sparks, 00-843-2427. 
Music With John Gorka • March 3 • inger ongwriter 
perform . Brewery Arts Center, Carson ity, 775-883-
1976. 
The Sick and Twisted Big Air Festival • March 3 • Big 
air and lopestyle competition. Kirkwood ki Resort, 
outh of Lake Tahoe, 209-258-73 9. 
Bumps and Jumps Challenge • March 3-4 • Mogul 
and aerial race . Heavenly ki Re ort, Lake Tahoe, 
775-5 6-7000. 
2001-A Women's Odyssey • March 4 • National 
Women in History Month, Carson Valley Museum and 
Cultural Center, Gardnerville, 775-7 2-2555. 
Master Classic Concert • March 4 and 6 • Reno 
Philharmonic. Pioneer Center for the Performing 
ArlS, Reno, 775-323-6393. 
Meet the Winemaker • March 5 • Gourmet dinner 
and wine from South Africa. Carson Valley Inn, 
Minden, 775-783-6611. 
Lake Tahoe Gay and Lesbian WinterFest 2001 • 
March 7-11 • Comedy night, dance party. \'arious lo­
cation , South Lake Tahoe, www.laketahoe1~inter­
fet.com. 
Spring Poker Tournament • \1arch 8-1 • Peppermill, 
Reno, 775-826-2121. 
Faculty Recital • March 9 • Phillip Ruder and Jame 
Winn perform. 1 ightingale Hall, ofN, Reno, 775-
784-6145. 
"I Hate Hamlet" • March 9-10, 16-17, and 23-24 • 

Photo: Kate Butler 

Comedy about an actor who is terrified of playing 
hake peare until Barrymore' ghost appear . 

Brewery Arts Center, Carson ity, 775-883-1976. 
Cowboy Jubilee and Poetry • March 10 • Buckaroo 
perform Western life in rhyme. Community Center, 
Carson City, 775-883-1532. 
Physicians' Spouses 50th Annual Rummage Sale • 
March 10 • Reno Livestock EvenlS Center, 775-826-
2324. 
Kid Stuff Saturday • March 10 • Entertainment, art 
projeclS, and ride in a ,intage fire truck .• 'ational 

Broadway in Reno 
Actor Corbin Bernsen, who is remembered as the 

playboy attorney Arnold Becker in TV's LA Law, stars 
as the head of the Von Trapp family in "The Sound of 
Music," March 14-17 in Reno. On March 30-April 1, 
the curtain goes up on "Jekyll and Hyde," the next 

play in the Broadway Comes to Reno series. 

Automobile Museum, Reno, 775-333-9300. 
Bingo Blowout • March 10 • John Ascuaga's ugget, 
parks, 00-843-2427. 

Huckfest Big Air Series • March 11 • Amateur com­
petition. Heavenly ki Re on, Lake Tahoe, 77'5-5 6-
7000. 
St. Patrick's Slot Tournament • March I 1-13 • 
Flamingo Reno, 00-950-2\>\1 . 
North American Special Olympics and Celebrity 
Winterfest • March 12-17 • Team con i t of a pecial 
Olympic athlete, celebrity, race coach, and corporate 
racer. Kirkwood ki Resort, outh of Lake Tahoe, 209-
258-6000. ' 
"The Sound of Music" • \larch 14-17 • tarring 
Corbin Bern en. Broadway Comes to Reno serie . 
Pioneer Center for the Performing Arts, Reno, 775-
686-6600. 

Romance, Elegance, Beauty 
and Sophistication 

All hallmarks of the wedding of ytntr dreams 
n Concept to Completum 

inuntsines, jwwers, photos, 
wists, mttsidans and ottr 

MARCH/APRIL 2001 NEVADA MAGAZINE 35 



Get Away To The 

With an abundance of recreational 
opportunities it shouldn't come as 
any surprise that Jackpot is an 

outdoor enthusiasts dream. 
Combined with the hottest 
gaming action, fabulous 
restaurants and big name 
entertainment, it's clear to 
see why it's more than a 
weekend getaway ... 
it's your escape. 

Spring Treasure Hunt 

Kids can participate in traditional Easter egg 
hunts April 7 at Reno's ldlewild Park and April 

15 at Diamond Peak Ski Resort in Incline Village. 

North American Freeride Championships • March 14-
17 • Extreme skiers and riders qualify for !he World 

up of Extreme Freeskiing. Kirkwood ki Reson, 
oulh of Lake Tahoe, 209-258-6000. 

St. Patrick's Day • March 16-1 • Food, bagpipe band 
performance , military brass band, arts and crafts fair. 
Fiugeralds, Reno, 77fr7 fr3300. 
Craps Tournament • March 16-1 • John Ascuaga' 
Nugget, parks, 00-843-2427. 
Mountain Oyster Cook-Off• March 17 • reali\'e cook­
ing and fe U\'e booth . Day al o includes !he town' 
t. Patrick' Day parade. Virginia ity, 775-847-0311. 

Reno Chamber Orchestra • March 17 • Program in­
clude Brandenburg Conceno 'o. 6. 'ighlingale 
Concen Hall, of. , Reno, 77fr34 9413. 
Spring Awakening Powwow • March 17 • , 'ati, e 
American dancers, arts, crafts, drummers, and ingers. 

tewan Indian hool Mu,;eum, Carson Citv, 775-882-
6929. 
St. Patrick's Day Race and Celebration • March 17 • 
Hea, enh ki Resort, Lake Tahoe, 77fr5 6-7000. 
Keno Tournament • ~1arch 17 • John Ascuaga · 
Nugget, parks, 00-843-2427. 
Mountain Surf Banked Slalom • March 1 • Race 
open to all kiers. Kirkwood ki Re on, oulh of Lake 
Tahoe, 916414-2776. 
Heavenly Boarder-X • March 1 • Quarter-mile 
course with high-banked tum , rollers, and hits. Open 
to all ag . Heavenh ki Re n, Lake Tahoe, 77fr5 6-
7000. 
David Burgess Concert • March 20 • Classical guitar 
perfom1ance. Brewery Arts Center, Carson it), 77:r 

3-1976. 
Pro Shuffleboard Tournament• March 21-25 • Sands 
RegenC\, Reno, 77fr34 2232. 
Spring $20,000 Tri-Game-A-Thon • March 23-24 • 
lots, blackjack, and keno touman1ent. Carson \'alley 
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Inn, Minden, 877-7 3-7711 for further information. 
Winners Weekend Slot Tournament • March 23-25 • 
John Ascuaga 's ugget, parks, 00-843-2427. 
Tahoe Chocolate Festival: For Chocolate and Lovers 
Only • March 24 • Chocolate special tie , wine tasting, 
hors d'oeuvre , auction, and mu ic, 6:30-I0pm, to 
benefit Tahoe Women's rvices and raise fund for 
a helter. Tahoe Bilunore, Ci, ta! Bay, 775-833-0533. 
Keno Klassic Tournament • March 24 • Harrah's 
Reno, 00-HARRAH . 
Heavenly Boarder-X • March 24 • Quaner-mile 
course with high-banked turns, rollers, and hits. Open 
to all ages. Heavenly ki Reson, Lake Tahoe, 77S-5 &-
7000. 
Echo to Kirkwood Race-Tour • March 24 • l 3-mile 

ordic race. Kirkwood ki Reson, outh of Lake 
Tahoe, 209-25 7248. 
Carson High School Rodeo • March 24-25 • Fuji Park, 
Carson City, 775-882-3657. 
Pontiac Snowjam 2001 • March 24-25 • Big air con­
te t, jousting. Kirkwood ki Re ort, outh of Lake 
Tahoe, 209-258-724 . 
Night of Arts and Oscars • March 25 • Dinner, auc­
tion, Academy Awards viewing to benefit ierra Arts. 

Peppermill, Reno, 77S-3~ARTS. 
Huckfest Big Air Series • March 25 • Amateur com­
petition. Heavenly ki Re on , Lake Tahoe, 77S-58&-
7000. 
Singin' in the Rain Slot Tournament• March 2S-26 • 
Peppermill, Reno, 775-826-2121. 
Bart Bosco Bash Ill Slot Tournament • March 2S-2 • 
John Ascuaga's ugget, parks, 800-843-2427. 
$1,500 Blackjack Tournament • March 27 • 25 entry 
fee. Carson Valley Inn, Minden, 77S-7 3-7711. 
"The Merry Widow" • March 30-31 • NR Opera 

Taking Aim at History 

The days when pioneer traders and trappers would gather to swap stories and stock up on sup­
plies are recalled in the annual Eagle Valley Muzzleloaders Spring Rendezvous April 27-29 in Carson 

City. The encampment includes colorfully garbed participants giving black-powder shooting demon­
strations and other historical reenactments. 

Theatre. 'ightingale Hall, of , Reno, 77&-784-
6145. 
"Jekyll and Hyde" • March 30-April 1 • Broadway 
Come to Reno erie . Pioneer Center for the 
Performing Arts, Reno, 775-686-6600. 
SCCA Reno Region Autocross and School• March 31-
April l • tead Airpon, Reno, 775-828-060 . 

Meet the Winemaker• April 2 • Gourmet dinner and 
Fess Parker wine . Carson Valley Inn, Minden, 77':>-
7 3-6611. 
Dr. Demento: "The Doctor Is In!" • April 4 • The 
Doctor will re-<reate hi radio how drawing from hi 
collection of250,000 records and video . ightingale 
Hall, ofN , Reno, 77&-784-6847. 

Experience History Firsthand in 

Pick up our self-guiding tour and discover dozens 
of historic buildings that will take you back 100 years! 

Visit the The Best 

Restored Preserved 

Courthouse, Historic 

Eureka Opera Mining Camp 

House, and on Highway 50, 

Eureka the ccLoneliest, 

Sentinel Road in 

Museum America» 
For more information, write or call 

Eureka Opera House, 775-237-6006, P.O. Box 284, Eureka, Nevada 89316 
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ONGOING EVENT s 
Museums and Exhibits 
Block History Month Art Exhibit: Thr~ N,orch 2. 
Drawings and paintings by Edward Shephard in 
various media. Western Nevada Community 
College Corson City 775-445-3238. 
Desert Sands Pottery: Thru tv',orch l l The Evans 
Family p ,tters in Nevada. 1936-1997 Boulder 
City/Hoover Dom Museum, Boulder Dom Hotel, 
B< Ider City, 702-294-1988 
Bosque Pointing/Works on Poper: Thru tv',orch 
16. Co,loborotion of ltle Bosque Studies Program 
and Sheppard Fine Arts Gallery. Sheppard Fine 
Arts Go1,t1ry. U of Reno. 775-785-6658. 
Outsider Art from the House of Blues 
Foundation: Thru tv',orch 24 Three-dimensional 
ethnic and fol art. Clark County Gnvernment 
Center. Los Vegas. 702-455-4856 
Masterworks From the Phillips Collection: Thru 
tv',orch 25 Paintings by Picasso. Ot."90 tv',one, 
Cezanne, and van Gogh from the Phillips 
Collectio~ of Washing on. D.C. 8e logio, Los 
Vegas, 702-693-7722 
Photography and the Old West: Thru tv',orch 26. 
Exhibit documen s ry ~v n n the westward 
movement and evPrydoy life. Clari County 
Heri age Museum Henderson, 702-455-7955. 
Art of the Rood by Cinkel and Hayes: Th~ 
tv',orch 30. Exhibit of 011 paintings that depict cars 
in their place in time and sculptures mode from 
roadside objects. Notional Automobile Museum, 
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Reno 775-333-9300 
Afterimages Revisited: Sylvester Collier: Thru 
tv',orch 30 Bloc Hi tory M 'lt~ •.•xnib, by Los 
Vegas or isl Winchester Center, Los Vegas, 702-
455-8264 
Rosemarie lliono Art Exhibit: Thrv tv',orch 31 
Boulder City artist works In wot1ercoIors. Boulder 
Dom Hotel Bo Ider City, 702· 293-21 38 
Irish Scenes and Scenery: Thru tv',orch 31 
Photographs by hve EIKo pho ogrophers documen · 
ing their impressions of Ire and ortheastern 
Nevada Museum, E o, 775-738-34 18. 
Honest Horse: Thru tv',orch 31 Hondpa1n ed 
b1ocK and whi e pho ogrophs o mus ongs o home 
in Nevada's Grea Basin. Los Vegas oturo 
History Museum 702-384-3466. 
Los Vegas History of Entertainment IV: Thru 
Apri l Exhib11ton Clark County Heritage 
Museum, Henderson 702-455-7955 
Mel Pekorsky: Desert Abstractions: Thru April 
15 Paintings focus on Great Basin topography. 
Nevada Museum of Ar, Reno, 775-329·3333 
Soltworks: Wayne Borror: Thru April 15 Photos 
documenting the ew Zealand landscape. 
Nevada Museum of Art Ren 775-329-3333 
The Figure in Contemporary Ceramics: Fourth 
Generation: Thr. Apr' 20 Boy Arw art ts 
Sheppard Fine Arts Gallery, U o N, Reno, 775-
784-6658 
Carolyn Mozloomi: Thru April 23 Guilt pain ings. 
Reed Whipple Center, Los Vegas, 702-229-62 l l 

Exhibit Handed Down: Nevada's Living Folk 
Arts: Thru Apnl 30. evodo Staie Museum and 
Historico Society. Los Vegas, 702·486-5205 
Sue Fridley Watercolors: Thru tv',oy 31 Boulder 
Dom H • B< d, r City, 702-293-2128 
Great Basin Gear Exhibit: Thru June 1 Features 
horse goor r, m th . 19th and 20th centuries as 
we I as contemporary pieces by regional era smen. 
Western F I ,,t Center El o, 775-738-7508. 
Buckaroos of the Great Basin: Thru June l 
Woterc< , orti Wi liom N,othews chronides life 
in the Great Basin. Western Fol<lif" CPnter El o, 
775-738-7508 
Nevada 2001: A Photographic Odyssey: Thru 
June 15. Pionef!r pho ogrophers inch,ding Jomes H. 
Croc well A1 Smith, E.W. Smith. PE. Lorson, and 
• ortheost" Johnson. Nevada Historical 5,v-;.,ty, 
Reno 775-6881191 
Lost City, Nevada's Millennial City: 1,000 
Years of Change: Thru June 30 Exhibit high 1ghts 
the Pueebio p,.-ople In Southern evodo. lost City 
Museum, O.er on. 702-397-2193. 
Ranching Families of the Great Basin: Thru June 
30. Historic and con emporory pho os. essoys, and 
art acts ortheastern evodo Museum, El o 
775-738-34 18 
Dole Chihuly: The George R. Stroemple 
Collection: lv',orch 3-Apr; 30. Hond-b ,wn gloss 
sculpt ,res Los Vegas Ar• Museum, 702-360-8000. 
Medium and Message: tv',orch 5-Apnl l 2. Juried 
digito art contest. Western Nevada Community 

White Pine 
County 

Golf Course 



Afternoon Safari 
A number of Nevada museums have perma­

l1n ent wildlife exhibits. Notable animal col­
lections are housed at the Northeastern Nevada 
Museum in Elko (above), the Las Vegas Natural 
History Museum, and the Wilbur D. May 
Museum in Reno. 

Photo : Cynthia Varnell 

College Car~ C1!y 775-445-3238 for fur her n­
formo11on 
Great Nevada Picture Hunt Traveling Photo 
Shaw: Nv::irc 9 11 at Winnemueco Convention 

Nv::irch '3 31 a Humbold County library. 
Displays op finishers in evado Nlogoz,ne'.s on­
nuo phoocooes Winnemucca. 775-687-5416. 
Robert Lewis: Divine Humility: Nv::ird1 9-April 
20. Photography exhibit. Nv::ir1or'e Borne Museum 
of oturol His ory, UNLV 702-895-3381 
Porsche Passion: A Private Collection: April 2· 
Sept. 30. otiono Automobile Museum, Reno 
775-333-9300 
Duane Hanson: Virtual Reality: April 20:lune 
24 Seu ptures evodo Museum of Art, Reno, 
775-329-3333. 
2001: A Model Car Odyssey: April 300ct. • 2. 
Judged exhibi of model cars. Notional Automobile 
Museum R •n 775-333-931 

Plays, Lectures, Tours 
Nevada 2001: A Photographic Odyssey 
Lecture Series: Bernadette Fron e on Comstoc 
pho ogrophers, Nv::irch 1 Eri Lauritzen Nv::irch 15 
Peter Goin, Nv::irch 29. William Binzen April 12. 
20th Century Photography in evodo April 26. 

evodo His oricol Society, Reno, 775-688· 1190. 
Hidd Cav Tours: Nv::irch l O and 24 Apr. '4 
and 28, Nv::iy 12 and 26, and June 9 and 23 
Guided our of Hidden Cove orchoeolog co site 
includes self-guided our to nearby Gr mes Pomt 
pe roglyph si e. Churchill County Museum Fa Ion, 
775-423-3677 
Nevada Shokespeare Festival: 'Th M 

Nv::in • Moy 3-27 •Richard " June 8-24 and in 
repertory Aug 7-19 ·Twelfth ight; July ' 2 29 
ond m repertory Aug 8-19. ·Romeo ond Juliet," 
Sept 200c 31 P,per s Opera House, Virginia 
C, 775-847-06--

Sporting Events 
UNLV Men's Basketball: Th Runnm' Rebels ploy 
Nv::irch 1 v. Colorado State, Nv::irch 3 v. Wyoming. 
Thomas and Nv::ic Center, Los Vegas, 702-895· 
3900 
University of Nevada Men's Basketball: The 
Wo~ Poe ploys Nv::irch l v. Tulsa, Nv::irch 3 v. 
Rice. Lawlor Evens Cen er Reno, 775-348-PACK. 
Las Vegas Outlaws: The eom in the new football 
eogue, the XFL p oys Nv::irch 17 v Birmingham 
Bol s, April 1 v. Son Francisco Demons, Apr;! 7 v. 
Memphis Nv::in1ox. Som Boyd Stadium, Los Vegas, 
702-242-5489 
Las Vegas 5 ls (formerly the Los Vegas Storsl. the 
Los Ange es Dodgers' Triple-A team, ploy April 5-8 
v. Tacoma, Apri 9-12 v. Portend, April 21-24 v. 
Colgory, April 26-29 v. Edmonton, Nv::iy 8-11 v. 
Tucson, Nv::iy 17-20 v. Fresno, and Nv::iy 21 · 24 v. 
Tucson. Cashman Field Los Vegas, 702-798-
7825 

Farmer's Markets 
Seo ..;nol pr-.d ,1..e ent_rtomment ond crofts ore 

ottered ,n evodo formers markets. 
Henderson Farmer's Market: Thursdays at 
Henderson Convention Center. 702-565-2181 
Las Vegas Farmer's Market: Wednesdays ot 
Bruce Trent Pork. Los Vegas, 702-683-GROW. 

I daily round trips between the Ren<ifahoe 
International Airport and South hore's 

Hotel/Casinos aboard the 
Tahoe Casino Express Luxury huttle. 

Direct service to Caesars, Harveys, Harrah' , Horizon, 
l.ak ide Inn, and Embassy uites Resort, plus 
connections to other South hore properties. 

17 .00 per person one way • 30.00 round trip 
Children 12 and under FREE 

For ticket information and schedul call 

800,446,6 128 

Tahoe Casino Express 

MARCH/APRIL 2001 NEVADA tAGAZINE 39 



IW..L"rt --L•W•-

HILTON 
LUYl8.U 

Ha 
CASINO HOTEL 

NATIONAL RESERVATION BUREAU, INC. 

1-800-732-1185 
Rooms Also Av0il0blc in Reno, Tahoe, Anaheim & Son O.go 

Golf Aese,votlons In las Vegas 1-aoo.627-4465 
Visit OU' website ot: rvblnc.com 

Las Vegas Hilton 

~ 
~IN" 

♦ Enjoy our many pecial e\ent ~ /A,.e ~ 
• avor authentic Basque cuisine 

• Take a walking tour of our colorful past 
• xperience hi toric museum & old we t fun 

For your free ,·isitnrs guide call : 

1n mucca, 
800-962-2638 

ww,,,v.winnemucca.nv.u 
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Pay to Play Golf Tournament • April 4-6 • John 
Ascuaga' Nugget, parks, 00-84~2427. 
"Giselle" • April 6-7 • Performed bv, evada Fe tival 
Ballet. Pioneer nter for the Performing Arts, 
Reno, 775-686-6610. 
Pioneering in Film Festival • April &8 • Lake Tahoe 
casino ,enue. 530-577-7770. 
"Lost in Yonkers" • April &8 and 1~15 • , 'eil imon' 

A Concert of Two 

The Lightwood Duo, consisting of clarinetist 
Eric Nelson and guitarist Mike Christiansen, 

will play jazz, rock, and the classics when they 
perform March 22 in Lovelock. 

plav about a sad, funny familv. Reno Little Theater, 
Reno, 77:>-329-0661. 
Easter Egg Hunt • April 7 • ldlewild Park, Reno, 77'!>-
334-2262. 
Douglas High School Rodeo • pril 7 • Douglas 
High hoot, ~linden, 77:>-7 2-5957. 
Aerial Assault • April 7 • Big air competition. 
Hea,enh ki Re ort, Lake Tahoe, 77:>-5 6-7000. 
Kirkwood Jammin' VIII • April 7-15 • ki and now­
board party \\ith . lope ide events, outrageous con­
te ts, mu.sic, camilal. Kirkwood ki Resort, south of 
Lake Tahoe. 2W-258-6000. 
Springloaded'D1 • .\.pril 7-22 • ki festival includes 
cardboard-box racing, on-snow mountain-bike races, 
pond skimming, boarderfests. Hea,enlv ki Resort, 
Lake Tahoe, 77:>-586-7000. 
Huckfest Big Air Series • April • Amateur competi­
tion. Hean•nh . ki Resort, Lake Tahoe, 77'!>-5 6-7000. 
Spring Hall of Fame Keno Tournament• April 8-11 • 
I-1amingo Reno, 00-950-2\\1'\. 
"Proteus 7" • April 9 • Bra! , winds, and percussion 
ensemble Pioneer C..enter for the Performing Arts, 
Reno, 77'>-686-66 I 0. 
Euro Sled Racing • April IO • Downhill led race. 
Hea,enh k1 Re ort, Lake Tahoe, 77'!>-5 6-7000. 



Dummy Gelande • April 13 • Race with one 
rule: no li\'e dummie on the race course. The 
dummy that flie the highest and fanhest win . 
Hea\'enly ki Re ort, Lake Tahoe, 775-5 ~ 
7000. 
Reno Chamber Orchestra • April 14 • Concen. 

ightingale Hall, of, , Reno, 775-348-9413. 
Top Gun on Gunbarrel • April 14 • Dual mogul 
competition. Heavenly ki Reson, Lake Tahoe, 
775-5 ~7000. 
Easter Egg Hunt • April 15 • Diamond Peak ki 
Re orl, Incline Village, 775-832-1177, and 
Heavenly ki Resort, South Lake Tahoe, 775-
58~7000. 
Tax Break Slot Tournament • April 15-16 • 
Peppermill, Reno, 775-82~2121. 
On-Snow Mountain Bike Racing • April 17 • 
Dual challenge course. Hea\'enly ki Reson, 
Lake Tahoe, 775-5 ~7000. 
Reaching for the Stars • April 18 • Dr. Buzz 
Aldrin, Apollo XI astronaut, will speak about 
his moon landing and the importance of ex­
ploration in pace, 8pm. Benefit for the build­
ing of the Jack C. Davis Obsemnory on the 
Western evada Community College campus. 
Community Center, Carson City, 775-445-
3240. From Small Fry to Fish Fry 

Reno Jazz Festival • April 2~28 • 39th annual 
e\'enl include more than 250 performances 
and clinic featuring the Vanguard Jazz 
Orchestra, 40 jazz arti ts, and approximately 
2 0 hool group . Variou location , Reno, 
775-7 4-4046. 
Spring Stag Goll Outing • April 2~29 and May 
3-6 • Play at the Golf Club at Genoa Lake and 
ierra evada Golf Ranch. Carson Valley Inn, 

Minden, 800-321~983, ext 625. 
Vanguard Jazz Orchestra Concert • April 27 • 
'ightingale Hall, U of , Reno, 775-784-6847. 

La Tania Flamenco • April 27 • Dance, music, 
and song. Frank inatra Celebrity howroom, 
Cal-:--eva Reson, Crystal Bay, 530-54~2. 
Craps Madness Tournament • April 27 • 
Harrah' Reno, 00-HARRAHS. 
Arbor Day • April 27 • Ceremonial tree plant­
ing. Idlewild Park, Reno, 775-334-2270. 
Eagle Valley Muzzleloaders Spring 
Rendezvous • April 27-29 • Traders, trappers, 
black-powder hooting, and encampment. 
Carson ity, 8~38-2321. 
Winners Weekend Slot Tournament• April 27-
29 • John Ascuaga' Nugget, Sparks, 800-843-
242i. 

Harrah's Reno Horse Handicapping 
Tournament • April 19--21 • 500 buy-in. 
Harrah's Reno, 775-788-2716. 
Cardboard-Box Racing • April 20 • Race com­

Future fishermen can learn about local fish and fishing holes 
during the tours offered by the Lahontan Fish Hatchery 

Open House April 21 in Gardnerville. 

Festival Showcase • April 2 • Encore per­
formance. b1 groups and . loists in the Reno 
Jazz Fe tival. i\ightingale Hall, of , Reno, 
775-7 4-684i. 
Slush Pond Mania • April 2 • Arctic wim­
mers are judged on grace, distance, and cos­bines peed, creativity, co lume de ign. 

Heavenly Ski Resort, Lake Tahoe, 775-58~7000. 
Dollar Slot Marathon • April 20-22 • John Ascuaga' 

1ugget, parks, 800-843-2427. 
Lahontan Fish Hatchery Open House • April 21 • 
Educational tours. Lahontan Fi h Hatcher,•, 
Gardnerville, 775-265-2425. 
Nevada Opera Black and White Gala and Auction • 
April 21 • Dinner, dancing, auction. Eldorado, Reno, 
775-78~46. 
Chili Cook-Off and Craft Fair• April 21 • Competition 
lo create the best salsa, chile verde, and traditional red 
chili. Live entenainment Topaz Lodge, Lake Topaz, 
775-2~3468. 
Antique Show and Sale• April 21-22 • Include an ap­
praisal clinic. Town Hall, Genoa, 775-7 2-4951. 
Dog Agility Trial• April 21-22 • Benefit for canine can­
cer research. orthgate Park, Reno, 775-847-5205. 
Earth Day Celebration • April 22 • Music, entenain­
ment, educational exhibits. ldle\\~ld Park, Reno, 775-
323-3433. 
Huckfest Big Air Series • April 22 • Amateur compe­
tition. Heavenly ki Reson, Lake Tahoe, 775-5 ~7000. 
Mustang Rockin' Street Hop Car Show • April 22 • 
Open to all makes, model , and years. Holiday Inn, 
Reno, 775-324-1154. 
Reno Philharmonic • April 22 • Concen features the 
Reno Philhannonic horus. Pioneer Center for the 
Performing Ans, Reno, 775-323-6393. 
Fly Fishing Festival • April 22 • Equipment demon­
strations, classe , and casting pond. Carson Valley 

Nevada Calendar 
i a ection of 

NEVADA 
MAGAZINE 

For Subscriptions Call: 1-800-495-5281 

Inn, Minden, 775-782-7171 for funher information. 
The Collective • April 26 • Jazz ensemble concert 

ightingale Hall, of 1, Reno, 775-784-6847. 

tume de ign. Hea,enl) Ski Resort, Lake Tahoe, 
775-58~7000. 
Multi-Cultural Festival • April 28 • Ethnic food, danc-

In the event 
you want to have fun, 

visit the 
Carson Valley Inn. 
• Captain Fantastic "A Tribute to Elton John" -- March 31 
• 7th Annual Fly Fishing Festival -- April 22 
• Spring Stag GolfTournament--April 26-29 & May 3-6 
• Memorial Weekend Motorcycle Jamboree -- May 25-27 
• Gourmet Wine & Food Weekend -- June 1-2 

• Spring Fishing Derby-- June 7-8 i~ I 

How lucky can you get. 
HOTEL • CASINO • RV RESORT 

Call 866-284-7766 (press I) or 775-783-6679 for event information. 

1627 US Highway 395 N, Minden, NV 89423 www.cvinn.com 
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By Mike Henderson 

A 
mid the ,;eriouslv fast action al the ~ \'egas \l01or peedway, pectalo 
hone the time-honored skill of tailgating-the pre-and po 1-pa~ tradition 
of pons e1·ents. 

During the peedwa\'' race week, Febman 2 through March 4, fan can 
auend as man\' as eight events. The week kicks off Februa,y 2 with a 30().lap 
\\1nston We I meet. The reigning cham-
pion of the We l 'ASCAR rie is 
Brendan Gaughan, a Las Vegan and mem-
ber of the casino-o1rning Gaughan family. 
The \\1nston We t race will be preceded b) 
a 20-lap dash featuring the 5. 'S-scale 
Legends cars-an open-wheel racer that 
can be compared to a '32 Ford after ,;e1-
eral \'Cars on Weight Watchers-and a ~ 
lap Grand American Modified race with 
local drivers behind the wheels. 

The Pennzoil World of Outlaw rolls 
imo the peedw·dv ~farch 1-3 for three 
nights of din-track racing. On ~farch 3, 
ri ing tars of the racing world line up for 
the Sam' T01rn 300 ;..; CAR Busch rie pectacle. Bw h rnrs are lighter and le , 
powerful than tho,;e driven by \\'ins1on Cup tarS uch as Dale Earnhardt, Dale 
Jarrett.Jeff Gordon, Rus~ Wallace, and reigning champ Tern Labonte. Fan 11ill 
see those pr in action ~farch 4 during the Win 10n Cup L'A\\'-DaimlerChn ler 
400. Amograph seeke have a chance 10 mee1 Dale Jarreu from 5 to 6 p.m. on 
Februan 2 at the \\'in. ton \\'et race. 

Mam pectators 11ill pend more than one day at the track, enj01ing not onh 
the excitement of big-time racing but also that favorite American pastime-tailgate 
panics. rious race fan how up 11itl1 e1enthing from pup tent: to half-million­
dollar motor homes, m I fl)ing the flag of their farnri1e dri1rr' car number and 
earning enough pr01i ions to last until next winter. The tailgate panies tan e-arh 
on race da1 with Bloody ~fary' and barbecue in the parking lot and continue well 
after the checkered flag has fallen. There'. time 10 hop for somenirs and di w 

the merits of ,our farnrite driver with tailg-dting neighbo . 1l1e morga5bord menu 
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Busch cars (top) get the green flag during 
Winston Cup race week February 28-March 
4. Fans gather in RVs to tailgate and watch 
eight racing events including Winston West, 
World of Outlaws, Busch Series, and 
Winston Cup races. Entertainer Wayne 
Newton (left) congratulates Jeff Burton, last 
year's Winston Cup winner. 

and atm phere can be compared 10 a college 
football game, bu1 there is a heightened nse of 
drama because the pla\'ers are doing 160 mph. 
Last ,ear nearl) 120,000 people auended the 

\\'in ton up race al ne, and, except for the tail­
gaters and the few who could afford helicopter rid back to the di); those folks en­
dured long lin ofl.rallic in and oul of the ra etrack. Traffic is a wai of life at 
major. poning events. There are, however, <;e1eral wa). 10 minimize the congestion. 
Overnight ta\' are not allowed in pecta1or parking, bu1 the 101 is open 24 hours. 
A 6 a.m. arri1al hould ha1e you there in time for a pre-race nap and breakfast. The 
peedwai offers an R\' park where fan can park TuNla) through ~1onda) at a c t 

of 125. Infield R\' parking is 500 and , which includ ix general adm~ ion 
wri 1bands. 

Ticket Info: Race ticke co t \\inston \\'e t, 25; World of Outlaw , 25 gen-
eral, and 35 re ned; Bu h rie , 30 10 ; and \\in ton Cup, • 5 to 
For the first time, fan auending Orlean Pole Dav on \farch 2 can purchac pi1 
pas for an additional 25. 

.\likt Hrndmon majurrd in tailgat, partitl al U?\11'. 

Photos Tom Donoghue/las Vegas Motor Speedway (1op), Larry Cantrall (middle , bottom) 



ing, music, an. We tern ::--evada Communit} College, 
Carson ity, 775-445-3238. 
Music by Women II • April 29 • Carson Cit} 
ymphon) perfonn Gwyneth Walker\" ,,nphom of 

Grace." Community Center, Carson i~. 7T 3-
4154. 
Meet the Author • April 29 • Book-!iigning "ith local 
and regional authors. Carson Valley Museum and 

ultural Center, Gardncnille, 775-7 2-2555. 
Tax Time Blues Slot Tournament • April ~Mav I • 
Flamingo Reno, 800-950-2WIN. 
Carson Valley Inn/Genoa Lakes Pro-Am Golf 
Tournament • April 30 • Each pro player play "ith a 
team of four amateurs. Carson Valle) Inn, ~1inden, 
00-321-69 3, ext. 625. 

Rural Territories 
Camelot Blackjack Tournament • March 4-6 • 
Peppern1ill, Wendover, 775-664-0521. 
Shooting the West XIII • March 11 • Photograph) 
sympo ium for profe ional and amateurs led b) 
world-renowned photographers. fae111 includes a 
photo come L Convention Center, Winnemucca, 00-
962-263 . 
Wells Chariot Races • March 9-11 • All the excite­
ment of Ben Hur's crowd, with a calcutta for added 
intere t. Wells, 775-752-3540. 
Nevada State Indoor Motocross Championships • 
March 9-1 l • pring Creek Horse Palace, Elko, 775-
753-7362. 
Hidden Cave Tour • March l O and 14 • Guided tour 
10 archaeological site. Churchill County Museum, 
Fallon, 775-423-3677. 
Tankslappers Ott-Road Motorcycle Race • March 12 
• Winnemucca Dry Lake, Winnemucca, 775-322-1499. 
Lightwood Duo • March 22 • larineti t Eric Nel on 
and guitarist Mike hri tiansen play jazz, rock, and 
the cl~ics. Community Center, Lovelock, 77" 41-
5797. 
Chinese Golden Dragon Acrobats • March 25 • 
Community Concen ries. Convention Center, Elko, 
775-738-5475. 
Book Signing • March 30 • Dr ert Tour by Arthur and 
Bonnie Gersert, story about Momello in Elko unty. 

ortheastern evada Mu eum, Elko, 775-738-341 . 
Terrible's Town 250 • April 6-8 • Off-road race. 
Pahrump, 702-457-5775. 
Summit Racing ET Series Opener• April • Top un 
Raceway, Fallon, 775-423-0223. 
Nostalgia Drag Racing• April 13-15 • American Drag 
Racing iation. Top Gun Raceway, Fallon, 775-
423-0223. 
Hidden Cave Tour • April 14 and 2 • Guided tour 10 

archaeological site. Churchill oumy Museum, 
Fallon, 775-423-3677. 
Ronnie Cole Trio• April 20 • Jazz concen. Convention 
Center, Elko, 775-738-5475. 
Confederate Memorial Service • April 21 • Nevada 

i,il War Volumeers honor Confederate and Union 
veteran buried in the Churchill County meten. 
Fallon, 775-423-8797. 
Walker Lake Loon Festival• April 21 • Free boat rides 
10 obsen·e waterfowl. portsmen' Beach, Walker 
Lake, Hawthorne, 775-945-5 96. 
SCCA Reno Region Autocross • April 21-22 • Idaho 
and Nevada Challenge. Winnemucca, 775-828-060 . 
Winnemucca Grand Prix• April 22 • 250-mile off-road 
motorcycle race. Winnemucca, 775-62 
Nevada State Championship Motorcycle Race • April 

Visit the 
Historic Mining Park 

& 
Central Nevada Museum 

"Come Celebrate 
Our Rich Historic Past" 

for more information contact 
the Tonopah Chamber of Commerce 

at (775) 482-3859 
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Summer Time is Fair Time 

Fairgoers arrive early to watch the colorful parade during the Lyon County Fair and Rodeo, August 
16-19 in Yerington. In addition to the rodeo, visitors will find a carnival, tractor pull, hay boom, 

dance, and demolition derby. 

28 • Off-road race. Panaca, call 702-437-MRAN. 
ET Race, Summit Play Day • April 2 • Top Gun 
Raceway, Fallon, 775-423-0223. 
Street Stocks, IMCA Mods, Hobby Stock Cars • April 
28 • Reno-Fernley Raceway, Fernley, 775-575-7217. 
Slot Tournament • April 29-May 1 • Rainbow Hotel, 
Wendover, 775-664-0521. 

Coming Events 
Cinco de Mayo Chili Cook-Off • May 5 • Virginia City, 
775-847-0311. 
Spring Jamboree • May~ • Car show. Boulder ity, 
702-29~2034. 
Las Vegas Jazz Society Picnic • May 6 • Las Vegas, 
702-455-7340. 
ArtFest of Henderson• May 1~14 • Arts, crafts, and 
mu ic. 702-566-2681. 
RSVP Spring Fun Fair• May l&-20 • Carson ity, 775-
687-4680. 
Fly-In and Air Show • May 19-20 • Fernley, 775-46~ 
2245. 
Portuguese Festa • May 19-20 • Fallon, 775-42~2223 
for infonnation. 
Nevada Open Road Challenge • :-.fay 20 • Car race 
from Lund to Hiko. Pre-race activitie in El . 775-2 9-

77. 
Snow Mountain Powwow • May 25-27 • Las Vegas, 
702-3 &-3926. 
Kit Carson Trail Wild West Tour • May 26 • Home tour. 
Carson ity, 775-687-7410. 
Dayton's 150th Birthday, 1851-2001 • Ma 2&-27 • 
Darton, 775-24&-3256. 
Portuguese Festival and Parade • May 2&-27 • 
Lovelock, 775-27~2566. 
Lincoln County Homecoming • May 2&-2 • Caliente, 
775-72&-3129. 
VORRA Off-Road Race • May 2&-2 • Yerington, 77:r 
46~2245. 

Spring Fling Car Show• June 1-2 • Yerington, 775-46~ 
2245. 
Railroad Days • June 1-3 • Hi torical fe Liva!. Beatty, 
775-55~2424. 
Mule Show and Races• June 2-3 • Winnemucca, 775-
62~2220. 
Portuguese Celebration • June 2-3 • Yerington, 775-
46~2763. 
Street Fever/Ramada Inn Show and Shine • June 2-3 
• Classic cars. Lovelock, 775-27~3151. 
Carson City Rendezvous• June 8-10 • Civil War reen­
actment. Carson ity, 775-687-7410. 
Winnemucca Basque Festival • June 9-10 • 77~~ 
5071. 
Farwest Regional and International Wheelchair 
Tennis Championship• June 14-17 • Reno, 775-852-
7077. 
Fiddler's Contest• June 15-17 • Wells, 775-752-3540. 
Cool Caddy Nights• June 15-17 • Cadillac and custom 
car how. parks, 92~34-11 8. 
Gridley Days• June 1&-17 • Austin, 775-964-2200. 
All-City Festival • June 1&-17 • Classic cars. Carlin, 
775-754-6354. 
Father's Day Steam-Up • June 1&-17 • Train ride. 
Carson ity, 775-687-6953. 
Toast of Victorian Square• June 1&-17 • Art and jazz 
festival. parks, 775-35~229 l. 
Reno Rodeo • June 1&-24 • 775-329-3 77. 
RC Flyers Fly-In• June 17 • Remote control aircraft. 
Well , 775-752-3540. 
Karson Kruzers' Run What Cha Brung • June 22-24 • 
Car how. Fuji Park, Carson ity, 77 2-0 29 or 775-

3-0927. 
Tonopah 300 • June 22-24 • Off-road race. Tonopah, 
702-457-5775. 
Snowshoe Thompson Festival • June 2~24 • Genoa, 
775-265-6097. 
HITS Tahoe • June 27:July 29 • Hunter:iumper horse 
how. :-.finden, 775-7 ~907. 

National Basque Festival• June 30.July I • Elko, 775-
73 7135. 

Pholo: Mabel Huber 
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the Comedy 
the Orchestra 

the Man of 1001 Voicer ... 
. . . oh, and the Girls 

tickets: 733.3333 
flamingo I a sve gas. com 



Nevada Showguide 
Where the tar and show are playing in March and April. 

N
evada club and hotel offer big-name 
entertainment and production hows. 
During March and pril, Tim Conway 
and Han·ey Korman appear in Las Vegas, 

Laughlin, and Reno. In Las Vegas, tenor 
Andrea Bocelli performs at Mandalay Bay, and 
the Backstreet Boy headline at MGM Grand. 
In Reno, Merle Haggard and Don McLean plav 
the PeppermiJI, while Hootie and the Blowfish 
entertain at Cae ars Tahoe. Here, euada 
Magazine pre ents a guide to featured per­
formers. howroom often fill fast, so call ahead 
for how time and re ervation . Las egas 
Territory' area code i 702; the re t of the 
tate's area code is 775. 

Las Vegas Territory 
BOULDER CITY 

Hacienda • 293-5000 or 00-245-6380: Between Boulder 
City and Hoover Dam. 

HENDERSON 
Joker's Wild • 564-8100: Live entertainment Wed.- un. 
Reserve • 55 7000: \\'asimba's Lounge: Bands play 
nightly. 
Sunset Station• 547-7777: lub Madrid: Tommy hong, 
March 2. Ahmad Jamal, March 3. Da,id Benoit, .\1arch 
IO. Hir hima, April 6. Fattburger, April 14. BJ. Thomas, 
Juli 21. Paula Pounds1one,July 2 . Michael Franks, Aug. 
II. Don William, 'ov. 10.Jem·Tiffeand Hi Orche u-a 
play Wed. 2-4 p.m. Louie Louie pla) \\ 'ed. !Opm-mid­
nigh1, Fri. at at llpm-lam. unset Amphitheater: 

azaretl1 Blue Oy 1er ult, May 5. 
JEAN 

Gold Strike Hotel• 477-5000 or 00-634-1359: Bands play 
nightly except Tues. 
Nevada Landing • 387-5000 or 800-628--0682: Bands appear 
nightly except Wed. 

LAS VEGAS 
Aladdin• 77-333-\\1 H: Theater for the Performing Ans: 
Sarah Brightman, March 3. Blue Note Jazz Club: Gato 
Barbieri, thru March 3. The Funk) Meters, March I 0. 
Ben E. King and His Jazz Big Band, March 2&-31. \\111 
Downing ,,ith Gerald Albright, April 2-7. 
Alexis Park • 391-4634:Janis Caner.jazz inger, pm 
Friday . 
Arizona Charlle's • 258-5200: Naughty Ladies Saloon: 

nny harles and wee! Louie: The Checkmate , thru 
March I. Tex and tlie Killa Band featuring Paris Red, 
March &-1 . nny Charles and wee1 Louie: The 

heckmate , March 20-April 8. Bands play nightly. 
Arizona Charlie's East • 951-5 00: The Lounge: The 
Fonunes, thru March 4. 
Baily's • 739-4111 or 00-237 HOW: Jubilee Theater: 
"Jubilee'" (dark Tues.). Indigo Lounge: \'an McGlothen 
on piano nightly except Tues. 
Barbary Coast• 737-7111: Bands play nightly. Karaoke, 
Mon. 
Bellaglo • 9 7-6667: Cirque du Soleil's ·o: indf. 
(dark Wed.-Thurs., and April 23-24.) . .\1usicians play in 
the Allegro, Petrossian, and Fontana lounges and tlie 
Baccarat Bar at the Las \'egas trip ho1el-<:asino. 
Boardwalk Casino Holiday Inn • 730-3194: Lighthouse 

Egyptian Fantasy on the Strip 
"Midnight Fantasy,' the adult production show at the Luxor in Las Vegas, begins its second year with 

new music, costumes, and choreography. Dancer and impressionist Sean Cooper and equilibrist 
Jean Nedel have joined the all-female cast. Shown (clockwise) are Charidy, Betsy, Jennifer, and Stacy. 

howroom: "Dream King: Trent Carlini," Ehis imper­
sonator. 
Boulder Station• 432-7777 or 800-683-7777: The Railhead: 
.\1erle Haggard, .\larch 1&-17. had Brock, March 23. 
Freddie Jackson, March 24. Loretta L nn, April 12-13. 
JeTT) \'ale, April 27-2 . Ronnie Milsap, May 12. Don 
McLean.July &-7. :>:ajee, pt 15.Jerry\'ale, Oct 2&-27. 
Free blues concens Thurs. Free rock concens un. Jerry 
Tiffe and His Orchestra, Thurs. 2--lpm. KIXX: Rocco 
Barbato, l-4pm un.; count!) music, \\ 'ed.; Tommy 
Rocker, Thurs.; Yellow Brick Road, Fri. at. 
Bourbon Street • i37-7200: Bourbon tree1 Theatre: Dr. 

aught)•, adult hypnotist show (dark Sun.). • aughty 
Bones Comedy Troupe," adult tand-up comedy. "Viva 
Ehi tarring Michael Conti," 5pm (dark un.). "Aloha 
Ehis tarring Michael Conti," :30pm (dark un.). 
Bourbon tree! Bar: "Mark Dejulio" (dark Tues.). 
Caesars Palace• 731-7333 or 00-445-4544: Bands play in 
the Forum and La Piazza lounge , the Terrazza restau­
rant, and leopau-a · Barge. Piano music in the Galleria 
Bar. Magicians such as Bob Jardine and Alain u perform 
Tues. L. in the cret Pagoda and ultan's Palace the­
aters at Caesars Magical Empire. 
Casino Royale • 737-3500: Cafe Trilussa: Piano music 
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nightl (dark Tues. and Wed.) at the Casino Roya.le. 
Castaways (former howboat) • 38~9232 or 00-826-
2800: Castaway Lounge: Entenainment nightly (dark 
Mon.-Wed.). Bands play in the Castawav Outer Bar 
nightly except Mon. 
Circus Circus• 734-0410 or 00-444-CIR U : Free circus 
acts from I lam to midnight. 
Excalibur• 597-7600: King Arthur's Arena: "Tournament 
of Kings," music-dinner how. Court Je ters tage: 
Strolling entenainers, I0am-l0pm. Minstrels Lounge: 
Live bands and dancing. Music in the Lance-a-Lotta Pasta 
and Camelot restaurants. 
Fltzgeralds Holiday Inn• 388-2400 or 00-274-L CK ( .. 
outside evada): Michael Kennedy' "Tribute to Ehis," 
Thurs. un. on the casino floor. 
Flamingo Las Vegas• 73~3333 or 800-221-7299: Flamingo 
howroom: "Men Are From Mars, Women Are From 

Venus," musical comedy (dark Tue.). "Bottom' Up," 2 
and 4pm, indf. (dark un.). "Bill Acosta: Lasting 
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lmpre ion " (dark Fri.). Bugsy' Celebrity Theatre: 
"Second City," impro, comed1 ketches, open March 20. 
"llip-;'1:osis: Pla1in' With Your Head," tarring Justin 
Tranz, R-rated comed1 how, midnight Fri.-Sat., indf. 
Flamingo O'Shea's • 737-1343: Comedv Theater. "Hip­
No is: Pla)in' With Your Head," starringJustin Tranz, R­
rated corned) how, 9pm Tues.-Sat. "Legends of Comedy,· 
impersonator howcase, (dark un.). 
Four Queens • 3854011 or 800-6340045. 
Four Seasons • 632-5000: Piano entertainment during 
Traditional Afternoon High Tea in the Verandah restau­
rant, 2-5pm dailv. 
Gold Coast • 367-7111 or 88-402-6278 ( .S. outside 

evada): East Lounge: Bands play nightly except Mon. 
Karaoke nightly in the West Lounge. Gold Coast 
howroom: "Honky Tonk Angel • with tribute to Dolly 

Parton, Reba McEntire, Pats1 Cline, Loretta L)1m, 
Tammy \\'}neue, and Faith Hill, impersonator revue 
(indf.). Latin Breeze, Fri. l. (indf.). Ballroom dancing 

Judd Country 

Wynonna Judd has a full spring schedule in 
Nevada with appearances March 22-24 at 

the Las Vegas Hilton, March 30 at the Reno 
Hilton, and March 31-April 1 at Caesars Tahoe in 
Stateline. 

with di k jockey Larry Taylor Tues. and un. 
Golden Gate• 385-1906: Live piano, noon-midnight.Jazz 
trio un. and Wed. evenings. 
Golden Nugget• 3 5-7111: Golden ugget howroom: 
Da,id Brenner, tliru April 29. Bands play in the Oasis 
Lounge nightly except Mon. 
Hard Rock Hotel • 226-4650: The Joint: Face to Face, 
March 3. Erykah Badu, March 14. 
Harrah's Las Vegas • 36~5111: Clint Holme Theatre: 
Clint Holmes, musical variety show (dark Wed.). Comedy 
Cabaret: Corned club nightly except Mon. • kintight," 
musical production (dark Thurs.). Mac King Comedy 
Magic how, 1 and 3pm Tues.-Sat. Camaval Court: Cook 
E. Jarr, Fri.-Sat. 11 :45pm. Bands play outdoors till mid­
night. Music nightly in the La Playa Lounge and Range 
teakhouse Lounge. 

Imperial Palace • 794-3261: Imperial Theatre: "Legends 
in Concen," celebrity impersonator how (dark un.). 
Kabuki Lounge: Bands play 4:30pm-l:40am. 
Key Larvo • 73~7777: Sand Bar Lounge: Bands provide 
live entenainment. 
Lady Luck• 477-3000 or 800-52~95 2: Lady Luck Theater. 
• tars of tl1e trip," comedy impersonators, 2 and 
3:30pm Mon.-Fri. Fielding We t: Magic and comedy how, 
un.-Thurs. 

Las Vegas HIiton • 732-5755 or 800-222-5361: Hilton 
Theater: Tim Conway and Harvey Korman, March S-10. 
WynonnaJudd, March 22-24. The Commodores, March 
30-31. Damon Wayan , April 27-2 . The ight lub: 

intas, Tues. un. Jazz in the Benihana Lounge, 4-Bpm 
Mon.-Fri. 
Luxor • 262-4400: Luxor Theatre: "Blue Man Group: Live 
at the Luxor," percussion theater. Pharaoh' TI1eater: 
"Midnight Fantasy," production how (dark Mon.). Ra 
'ightclub at Luxor. DJ Wed.-Sat. 'efertiti's Lounge: 

Entertainment nightly except Thursday. 
Main Street Station• 387-1 96 or 800-713-8933. 
Mandalay Bay • 77-632-7400: Mandalay Bay Events 
Center. Events Center. The Last Word: Evander Holyfield 
v. John Ruiz 2, March 3, WBA heaV}weight title match. 
Katarina Witt's Ki on Ice, March 10, ice kating pec­
tacular 1,,ith Brian Orser, Viktor Petrenko, Alexei 
Urmano,·, and urya Bonaly. Andrea Bocelli with the 
Russian mphon Orchestra, March 24. Mandalay Bay 



Theatre: Entertainment TBA. House of Blue : BB King, 
March 3. Gospel Brunch, 10am and 1pm un. Live blue 
Thurs.-Sat. in the Court}"<IJ"d. After-hours dancing begins 
at I I pm. Bands play in the Island, Orchid, and Coral Reef 
lounge. 
MGM Grand • 891-7777 or 800-9~11 I I: EFX Theatre: 
"EFX," tarring Rick pringfield, special-effecis produc­
tion show (dark un.-Mon.). Holl wood Theatre: Da,id 
Copperfield, thru March 7. George Carlin, March 21. 
Rodney Dangerfield, March 22-28. Carrot Top, March ~ 
April 4. Cabaret Theatre: Entertainment TBA Grand 
Garden Arena: Backstreet Boys, March and 10. 
Copenhagen Cup, June 14-19, finale of the Wrangler 
ProRodeo Tour. tudio 54: Dancing nightly. Live enter­
tainment in the how Bar Lounge, Brown Derb , Betty 
Boop Bar, and Gatsby's. 
The Mirage • 792-7777: Siegfried and Roy Theater: 
"Siegfried and Roy," magic spectacular (dark Wed.­
Thurs.). Danny Gan Theatre: lmpre ionistDannyGans 
performs nightly (dark Fri. and Mon.). Bands play in the 
Lagoon Saloon and Comer and Bacca.rat bars (piano 
bar). Samba Grill: Brasilia 2000, Fri. and Sat. 
Monte Carlo • 730-7000: Lance Burton Theatre: "Lance 
Burton, Master Magician" (dark un.-Mon.). Top 40, 
disco, country, and classic-rock dance music nightly in the 
Monte Carlo Pub and Brewery. 
New Frontier• 794-8200: Frontier howroom: "The King 1 

in Concert" tarring Tim Welch, 4pm. "All Shook Up," 
tarring Tim Welch and the Inspiration , 7pm. Kenny 

Kerr and Friend , 8:30 and 10pm (dark un.) Gilley' 
Saloon: Bands play nightl) Tues.-Sat. 
New York-New York • 740-6969: Broadway Theatre: 
"Michael Flatley's Lord of the Dance" (dark un.-Mon.). 
Bands play in the Empire Bar. The .Y.P.D. ( ew York 
Piano Duos) dueling pianos play pm-3am nightly in the 

Mr. Smooth 

Cint Holmes, a saloon singer in the Las Vegas 
radition, wraps his vocal cords around bal­

lads, jazzy standards, and rock music as the 
headliner at Harrah's Las Vegas. 

Bar at Time Square. The Lounge at ew York-New York: 
Cafe Karaoke. 
The Orleans • 0O-ORLEANS: Orleans howroom: 
Righteous Brothers, thru March 4. Everly Brothers, 
March 7-11. Roy Clark, March l!>-18. Jerry Lewis, March 
22-25. Lorrie Morgan, March 30-April I. Pat Benatar, 
April 6-S. Bo Diddley, April 12-14. Tanya Tucker, April 19-
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A ROMAN THERAPY. 

ALL THE P LEASURES O F R OME FOR O NLY $g9 · PER NIGHT. 

• S U PERJOR MID- WEE K A CC OMMODATIONS FOR O E IG H T 

• ALL - YO U- CAN - EAT BR UNC H BU FFET FOR TWO 

• AsK ABO UT OUR WHIRLPOO L TUB ROOM U PGRAD E 

• RE CEIVED HIGHEST RAT IN G OF ALL LAKE TAHO E REsOR T S I 
T H E 1999 ZAGAT U.S. HO TEL S, REsORTS AND SPAS S U RVEY 

SUPERSTAR ENTERTAINMENT 

HOWIE MANDEL 
MARCH 17-18 

PAT B ENATAR 
MARCH 24-25 

WYNONNA 
MARCH 31-APRIL 1 

FOR REs E RVATIO S, U\LL 1- 8 00 - 648 -3353. 

TAHOE 
www.cacsars.co m 

"l'bm.P"n,pl,l.<b&~S....dwThA....,.._1'mm!.,., ....tlca,b,-:,;.,..,;w,,.,_ExbblddM.&p..'IIJl,1)1 

~~~ 

~>ououa 

Book On-line: www.resplus.com 
800-805-9528 
702- 261-0869 
Fax 702- 795-8767 
E-Mail: resplus@pgl.com 
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22. Frankie :\\'alon and Bobby Rvdell, April 27-29. 
Bourbon u-ee1 Cabaret Bands play nightly (dark Mon.). 
Palace Station• 367-2411 or 00-634-3101: Sound Trax 
Nightclub: "Rock The Palace," tribute 10 popular bands, 
Thurs.-Sat. Bands play Fri.-Sa1. in the Palace Saloon. 
Paris Las Vegas • 00.237 HOW: Le Theau-e de Arts: 
Bobbv Vinton, March 9-10. Moody Blue , April 5-8. 
Denni !l.1iller, pril 27-2 . Bands like Darcus play in Le 
Cabaret how Lounge (dark Tues.). Napoleon' igar 
Bar: Jau trio play nightly except Tues. 
The Plaza • 00-634-6575: Plaza ho1>Toom: " aked 
Angels" with Pete Barbuui, reme, (dark Mon.). "Houdini 
Li,·e Again," magic how, 4pm Tue . un. Omaha 
Lounge: Duscv Barron and the unspots play daily except 
Mon. 
Regent Las Vegas• 77 69-S777: J.C. Wooloughan Irish 
Pub:John \\1ndsor's Irish ing-A-Long, Wed.-Thurs. \\"lid 
Celtic Boy , Fri.-Sa1. " unday Jig Se ion," Irish step 
dancers, 4-8pm, un. Addison' Lounge: The Rave, thru 
March 14, Thurs.-Sat. 
Rio Suite Hotel • 252-7776 or 00.PLAYRIO ( .. and 
Canada): Copacabana Entertainment Complex: 
Entertainment TBA. De La Guarda Theatre: "De La 
Guarda," avante-garde off-Broadway interactive experi­
ence (indf.). Masquerade how in the ky: Carnival­
themed parade wiu1 exotic floats and costumes above the 
casino, eve11• 1wo hours beginning al 4, 6, , 10pm (dark 
Tue .-Wed.). Samba Theau-e: Entertainment TBA. 
RioBamba Cabaret Earl Turner and his band. 
Entertainment in the Ipanema Piano Bar and Voodoo 
Lounge. Club Rio: 'igh1club open for la1e-nigh1 dancing 
Wed.-Sa1. a1 the Rio. 
Riviera• 794-930 I: plash Theau-e: • plash," production 
show. Top of the Ri,~ Breu Buller, March 2-3. Amazing 
Jonathan, May 25-27. Rovale Pavilion: Village People, 
April 20-21. La Cage Theau-e (third floor): "An Evening 
al La Cage," celebrity female impersonators reme (dark 
Tue .) Mardi Gras Plaza (second le\'el): "Cl'aZ} Girl : 

nsuali1y and Passion," adult revue (dark Mon.). "Riviera 
Comedy lub," comedians appear nightly. Le Bisu-o 
Lounge: "Tribute 10 Elvis" with Jim LeBoef, 4-7:30pm Fri.-
un.; Jazz on the trip, Mon.; Lon Bronson's All tar 

Band, Sat.; bands pla1 Tue . un. in the lounge. 
Sahara • 737-2515: Sahara Theau-e: Magician tel'e 
\\'1Tick, indf. (dark Tues.). Congo Room: "The Ra1 Pack 
Is Back" (dark Mon.). Bands play in the Casbar Lounge. 
Sam's Town • 454-80-1 : Sam's Tomi Live: Travis Tri 11, 
\larch 1-3. Peabo Bn on Regina Belle, March 9. Ll1lle 
Anthony and !he Imperial./ pinners, March 10. Dave 
Koz. ~!arch I 7. Isley Brothers, March I . Jerry Lee Lewis, 
\l arch 23-24. Latin concert, March 2 . Player, March 30. 
Bill Engvall, April 6-7. Bella Fleck and the Fleck1one , 
April 14. Roxy's Saloon: Bands play. M . tic Fall Park: 
Laser and water how al 2, 6, , 10pm. 
San Remo• 739-9000 or 00.522-7366: Parisian Cabaret: 
"Le Trix," featuring !lie howgirls of Magic and come­
dian Joe Trammel. Bonne Chance Lounge: Entertainers 
perform nighll1. 
Santa Fe • 6584900: The Lounge: Soul'd Ou1, Fri.-Sat. 
Coumn line dancing and karaoke, Tue . Jefl')· Tiffe and 
Hi. Orchesu-a, \\'ed. 7-1 lpm. 
Silverton • 263-7777 or 00.5 7711: Rattlesnake Rickey's 
Saloon: Entertainment TBA. Bands play nightly. 
Stardust • 732-611 I or 00-824-6033: Wayne 'ewton 
Theau-e: Warne :-:e"ton, !l.1arch 1, 3-4, I April 30. 

hicago, March 7-10 and 15-1 . Conference Cemer: Ra 
Amhony, April 7. Ru~ Morgan Orchesu-a, July 14. Ray 
An1hom, pt. 22. Bands play in the tardus1 Lounge. 
Stratosphere • 2-44-16 or 00.99-TOWER: Broadway 
ho\\Toom: • American uperstars," impersonator re11.1e 

(dark Thurs.). "\11'a Las \'egas: musical re11.1e, 2 and 4pm 
dail1 except un. Entertainment in the Top of the World 
and Oasis lounge . 
Suncoast • 636-7111: hO\\Toom: Elvin Bishop, March 10-
l l.111e mothers Brothers, March 16-1 . The Leuennen, 
April 6-8. Jimm1 Fitzgerald' Band pla1 for dancing on 
first Wed., and DJ Larry Tailor play on second, third, and 
fourth \\'ed. 
Treasure Island• 94-iI 11: irque du leil in "Mpere" 
(dark \1on.-Tue . and April I and 4). Music in Captain 



Morgan's piano bar. Hideawa\ Lounge: Perfonners 
nightl in the lounge at Treasure Island on the uip. 
Troplcana • 739-2411: Tiffany Theatre: "The Be t of the 
Folies Bergere" (dark Thurs.). "The Magic of Rick 
Thomas," 2 and 4pm daily except Fri. Tropics Lounge: 
"The Birdman of Las Vegas," 11 am, 12:30, and 2pm ex­
cept Thurs. "T. Fox and the Fox City how" (dark Mon.­
Tues.). Celebration Lounge: Bands play nightly. med) 

top Theatre: "The Comedy top," stand-up corned, 
nightly. 
Vacation Village • 897-1 700 or 00-65 5000: Koo Koo' 
Lounge: Bands play nightly. 
Venetian • 73~5000: howroom at the Venetian: Andre­
Philippe, inging impressionist (dark Tue . and Thurs.). 
Melinda: First Lady of lagic (dark Wed.). 
Westward Ho • 731-2900: We tward Ho Lounge: Crown 

Purely Classical 
rr,enor Andrea Bocelli performs March 24 at the 
1 Mandalay Bay in Las Vegas. It will be the 

singer's only West Coast appearance, which also 
marks the hotel's second anniversary. Bocelli will 
be accompanied by the 78-piece Russian 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Room: "Ho-Waiian Luau" dinner and how, Wed. and Sat. 
Bands play nightly except L un. in the lounge. 
WIid West Gambling Hall • 740-0000. 
World Trade Center• 369-5750: International ho\\Toom: 
Michael la Rocca how, one-man musical re,iew (indf.). 

LAUGHLIN 
Avl • 53!'>-5555: Arrowweed Lounge: Bands play nightly. 
Colorado Belle• 298-4000: Bands pla in the Boiler Room 
Microbrewery and Re taurant. 
Edgewater • 298-2453: Kokopelli' Lounge: Bands play 
Tues. un., karaoke on Mon. 
Flamingo Laughlin • 29 502 or 00-43:>-8469: Club 
Flamingo: "Dancing LO the Hitz," thru May (dark Fri.). 
Flamingo Ballroom: Tim Conway and Harvey Konnan, 
March 7. eal McCoy, March I . Outdoor Amphitheater: 
Engelbert Humperdinck, April 14. tyx, April 27-2 . Billy 
Ra C)TUS, May I . 
Golden Nugget Laughlin • 29 71 ll or 00-237-1739: 
Tarzan's ightclub: Top 40 fonnat dance bands play 
Thurs.-Sun. DJ Tues.-Wed. 
Harrah's Laughlin • 298-4600 or 00-447-8700: Fie ta 
howroom: • Ayala: The Time ls ow," magic production 

with illusioni t Ayala, thru Ma· 15 (dark Wed.-Thurs.). 
Ramada Express • 298-4200 or 00-24m46: Pavilion 

Theatre: Riders in the k1, :.1arch 3-4. Blame,, ~1arch I 4-
17. Caboose Lounge: Bands pla, nightly except Mon. 
Karaoke ~1adne. , ~Ion. wing and Latin dance conte LS, 

5pm daily. Train ride. also are a1ailable at tl1e hotel. 
River Palms • 29 2242 or 0Q.83!'>-7904: Bands or DJ 
music nightl\ in the Bennuda Club Lounge. Karaoke 
"ith Don We t, 4-7pm Wed. 
Riverside Resort • 298-2535 or 00-227-3849 ext. 616: 
Don' Celebritv Theatre: Mel Tillis, March 6-11. • pirit of 
Ireland," March 1~27. 

MESQUITE 
CasaBlanca • 346-7529 or 00-459-7529: CasaBlanca 
hO\\TOom: America, March 17. Hypnotist Michael 

Menner, pril 1~14. Bellamy Brothers, April 2 . Comedy 
hm, Fri.-Sat. when there is no headliner. Bands play 

nightlv except Mon. in tl1e CasaBlanca k)dome Lounge. 
Eureka Casino Hotel• 346-4646: V.'ild Cami Lounge: Fun 
Fool's Karaoke, Tue . Bands pla · Wed.-Sat 
Si Redd's Oasis• 346-5232 or 00-621-01 7: Redd Boot 

Saloon: Video and lire DJ, Fri. and t. Sand) Hackeu's 
Comedy lub on Sat. Cabaret Lounge: Bands play. 
Virgin River • 346-7i77 or 00-346-7721: Band like 
\\'heels pla) in the casino lounge nightly except Mon. 

NORTH LAS VEGAS 
Fiesta Casino • 631-7000: Roxy's Theatre: Headliners 
TBA. Bands play nightly in the Cabo Lounge. Gardunos 
Restaurant Mariachis play I0:30am-2:30pm Sun. 
Jerry's Nugget • 399-3000: Royal treet Lounge: Dance 
bands play Fri. and Sat. 
Texas Station • 631-1001: Dallas Events Center: Johnny 
Gill, March 17. harlie Pride, Aug. 25. The Annadillo: 
unda) wing \\ith Jerry Tiffe, 4-Spm un. Loveshack, 

l0pm-2am Fri. and Sat. 
PRIMM 

Buffalo BIii's Resort • 00-F -STOP: Star of the Desert 
Arena: Entertainment TBA tage Bar: Bands play Thurs.­
un. Carolee' Comedy Club: Gue t comedian , Fri. and 

Sat nights. 

Come and play in the best amateur event of the year, the John Ascuaga's Nugget Amateur Open, July 22-26, 2001, 
in beautiful Reno, Nevada. Featuring tour world-class golf courses, players are flighted by handicap into men's, women's 

and senior's divisions, making ii tun and challenging tor every skill level. Entries are limited, so sign up today! 

$799* ($749 before May 1) Entry Fee Includes: 
• 5 Days/4 nights accommodations 
• 3 rounds of golf on 3 different courses plus final round for top 72 
• Welcome reception, awards banquet and nightly cocktail parties 
• Valuable tee prizes and contests 
• Lunch and transportation to and from golf courses 

"'cG'"" • Vast array of raffle prizes including a brand new 2001 car 
,e&p,-.'T .2,00o 

tft\t,{£ Wt~EN °"''"'"'£RS 
ll,.f'\,_,-£.Ufl ~ 

' ,' ,, . 
' .a.ne?:=aEr 

OPEN' 
~ 

RENO 

For more information visit janugget.com or cal/ 1-800-803-6918 

G_q!f.12Jgest America nAirtines· • Coca-Cola • Michelob 
"$799 per golfer. IWO parliapants per room. $999 per golfer, one participant per room. Must be 21 or over with an established handicap of under 36. 
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Primm Valley • 800-F 1-STOP. The Piano Bar: Pianist 
Thurs. un. 
Whiskey Pete's • 800-FU 1-STOP. Entertainment TBA. 

Reno-Tahoe 'territory 
CARSON AREA 

Carson Nugget • Carson City, 882-1626 or 800-42&-5239 
(continental .S. including evada): uggetShow Bar: 
Band like Big Tiny Little, Motif:, Blind Date, and White 
Wing play nightly except Mon. 
Carson Station • Carson City, 883-0900: Bands play nightly 
except Mon. 
Carson Valley Inn • Minden, 782-9711 or 800-321-6983: 
Shannon Ballroom: California Beach Party perform the 
music of the Beach Boys and Jan and Dean, March 2. 
Captain Fantastic: A Tribute to Elton John, March 31. 
Comedy ight Live with Tom McGillen and Kristy 
McHugh, March 16. Bands play in the Cabaret Lounge 
for dancing nightly except Mon. 
Plfton Plaza • Carson City, 885-9000: Spons Book Lounge: 
Bands play Wed.-Sun. 
Shar1<ey's Nugget• Gardnerville, 782-3133: Live music and 
dancing, Fri.-Sat Also, exten ive displays of boxing, cir­
cus, and rodeo memorabilia. 
Topaz Lodge• Topaz Lake, 26&-3339: Bands play Fri.-Sat. 

RENO/SPARKS 
Atlantis • 8254700 or 800-723-6500: Grand Ballroom: 
"Class of the 70 ." March 16. "Thunder From Down 

nder," Australian male revue, May 14-19. Danny 
Marona, May 2!>-27. Bands play nightly in the Center 
tage Cabaret. 

Boomtown • 34~: Boomtown Cabaret: Entertainers 
play nightly (dark Sun. and Mon.). 
Club Cal Neva-Virginian• 323-1046, 877-777-7303. Bands 
play on Fri. and Sat. 
Cin:us Circus • 329--0711: Free daily circus acts, I lam-

Screaming Teenagers 

Backstreet Boys Nick Carter, Howie Dorough, 
Brian Littrell, AJ McClean, and Kevin 

Richardson will make young hearts throb March 
8 and 1 O at the MGM Grand in Las Vegas. 

10:30pm at the downtown Reno hotel-casino. 
Eldorado• 78&-5700, 800-648-5966 ( .. outside evada) 
or 800-648-3024 (Canada). Eldorado howroom: "One 
World," production how, indf. (dark Mon.). Brew 
Brothers: Bands like the Dynatones, Rubber Biscuit, and 
Mud Puppie play nightly at the microbrewery. Piano 
music in Bistro Roxy. BuBinga Lounge: Dance to DJs and 
bands like tee! Breeze, Panama, and Fahrenheit. 

FLAMINGO QUALITY, LAUGHLIN PRICE 

PLUS TAX 
SUN - THURS 

ExCLUDING HOLIDAYS 
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LET Us PAMPER You WITH A 
THREE NIGHT GETAWAY: 

ROOM FOR 3 NIGHTS 

4 BUFFETS (2 BREAKFAST, 2 DINNER) 

FUNBOOK ($100 VALUE) 

2 SHOW TICKETS 

Eddie's Fabulous '50s • 329-1950: Lounge entertainment 
DJ music at Reno Live at Eddie's. 
Fltzgeralds • 78!>-3300 or 00-648-5022 ( . . outside 

evada): Bands perform nightly. 
Flamingo Reno • 78!>-70 0: Flamingo Showroom: 
"Jubilation," adult dance production (dark Thurs.). 
hm, pot Lounge: Colin Ro Duo on Thurs.-Sat, 
'ighlflight on Wed.-Sun. Entertainment at the Top of the 

Flamingo restaurant (dark Tue .). 
Harrah's Reno • 788-3773 or 800-HARRAHS: Sammy's 
howroom: "Dancin' in the Streets," revue, 7:30pm un.­

Fri. and 7pm Sat. (dark Thurs.). "erocktica 2000.com," 
adult revue, 10pm un.-Fri., 9:30 and 11:30pm Sat. (dark 
Thurs.). The Plaza: Entertainment TBA 
John Ascuaga's Nugget• parks, 35&-3304 or 800-648-1177: 
Celebrity howroom: War, March 9-10. Mel Tillis, March 
l!>-18 and 22-25. Bellamy Brothers, April &-7. Lou Rawls, 
April 19-22. Bill Engvall, May 18-19. Tower of Power, May 
2!>-27. Rose Ballroom:JeffFoxworthy,June l!>-16. Bands 
play nightly in the Casino Cabaret and Trader Dick's at 
the ugget. 
Peppermill • 82&-2121 or 800-648-6992: Tahoe Grand 
howroom: Merle Haggard, March 11. Mickey Rooney, 

March 17. Highway 101, April 21. Don McLean.June 30. 
Bands play in the Cabaret Lounge. 
Rall City Casino • parks, 359-9440: Entertainers play on 
weekends in Rail City' ide Track Lounge. 
Ramada Inn and Speakeasy Casino• 329-7400: Pretty Boy 
Floyd' Bar feature karaoke (Mon.) and live music. 
Reno Hilton • 789-22 5 or 800-648-3568 (U .. outside 

evada): Hilton Theater: "Carnival of Wonders." magic 
revue (dark Fri.). Pat Benatar, March 23. WynonnaJudd, 
March 30. The Garage: RET plays thru April I. 
Riverboat• 322-1671. 
Sands Regency • 77!>-348-2200: Empre Lounge: 
Entertainment nightly except un.-Mon. Comedians 
perform in the Just For Laugh Comedy Club (dark 
Mon.-Tues.). 
Sliver Club• parks, 358-4771 or 800-648-1137 (U .. out­
ide evada). 

Sliver Legacy• 329-4777 or 00-22!>-B (U .. , Canada, 
and Mexico): Grande Expo ition Hali: Engelbert 
Humperdinck, March 30-31. Tim Conway and Harvey 
Korman, April 20-21. Carrot Top, May 2&-27. Righteous 
Brothers, June 8-9. Johnny Mathis, July &-7. George 
Carlin, Aug. 24-25. Anne Murray, Sept. 28-29. Comedian 
perform at the Catch a Rising tar comedy club ( dark 
un.-Mon.). ilver Baron Lounge: Piano music. 

Sundowner• 7 &-7050. 
Western Village • parks, 331-1069 or 00-648-1170. 
STATELINE, LAKE TAHOE 
Bill's Lake Tahoe • 588-2455. 
Caesars Tahoe • 588-3515 or 00-648-3353: Circus 
Maximus: Hootie and the Blowfish, March 10-11. Howie 
Mandel, March 17-18. Pat Benatar, March 24-25. 
Wynonna Judd, March 31-April I. Kool and the Gang, 
dance party, April 7-$. ero's 2000 nightclub has live 
music. leo's Bar and Entertainment Lounge: Pianist 
Arthur Hervey appears indf. 
Harrah's Lake Tahoe • 00-HARRAH : South hore 
Room: The lmprov at Harrah's (dark un.). Three Dog 

ight, March 2-4. Danny Marona, March 8-11. Bobby 
Vinton, March 17-1 . E\'erly Brothers, March 2~25. David 

idy, March 30-31. Louie Anderson, April &-8. Bands 
play nightly in Harrah' Casino Center tage. 
Harvey's • 5 2411 or 00-553-1022 ext. 2 3: Cabaret: 
"Passion 2000," adults only (dark Mon.). 
Lake Tahoe Horizon • 588-6211 or 800-322-7723: Golden 
Cabaret: "Carnival Cabaret,• male celebrity impersonator 
revue (dark Mon.). Club Z: Dance music at the trendy 
nightclub. Bands play in the Aspen Lounge. 
Lakeside Inn• 5 7777: Entertainment TBA. 

NORTH LAKE TAHOE 
Cal-Neva Resort • Crystal Bay, 32-4000 or 00-22:>-63 2: 
Frank inatra Celebrity howroom: Entertainment TBA. 
Crystal Bay Club• Crystal Bay, 31-0512: DJ Wed. un. 
Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe • Incline Village, 832-1234: 
Bands play in the Regency Grand Ballroom. Lone Eagle 
Re taurant: ~1usic, Wed.-Sat. Casino tage Bar: Pianist, 
Wed. un. 



Jim Kelley's Tahoe Nugget • Cn tal Bav, 31-0455. 
Tahoe BIitmore • Cry tal Bay, 31-0660: Bands play night!)', 

Cowboy Comtry 
ELKO 

Commercial Hotel• 738-3181: Bands play nightly. 
Gold Country• 800-621-1332:J.R' Lounge: Entertainment 
on weekends. 
High Desert Inn • 738-8425: Comedy show Fri. 
Red Lion • 738-2111 or 800-545-0044 (We tern .. out­
side evada): Club Max howroom: Juice ewton, 
March 16-17. T.G. heppard, March 30-31. Exile, April 13-
14. Highway JOI, April 27-2 . 
Stockmen's Hotel • 738-5141 or 800-64S-2345 ( .S. and 

evada): Bands play in the tockmen 's howroom. 
JACKPOT 

Barton's Club 93 • 755-2341. 
Cactus Peles • 00-821-1103: Gala howroom: 
Entertainment TBA. 
Horseshu Casino • 755-2321. Horse hu Cabaret: 
Entertainment TBA. 

LOVELOCK 
Ramada Inn • 775-273-2971: Center Club howroom: 
Bands and karaoke are featured on weekends. 

WENDOVER 
Peppermlll • 664-2255 or 00-648-9660 ( .. outside 
Ne\'ada): Bands play nightly except Mon. 
Rainbow Casino • 664-4000: Cabaret Lounge: Bands pla\ 
nightly except Mon. 
Red Garter• 664-2111 or 800-9 2-2111 (continental U .. 
outside evada). 
Sliver Smith• 664-2231 or 00-354-3671:Jim' Bar. Li, 
entertainment nightly except Mon. at the ilver mith. 
State Line • 664-2221, 00-354-3671: tateliner Lounge: 
Entertainment nightly. 

WINNEMUCCA 
Winners Hotel• 623-2511: Bands play nightly in lounge. 
Model T Hotel • 623-2588. Bands play Wed.-Sun. 
Holiday Inn Express • 775-625-3100. 
Sundance Casino • 623-3336. 
Red Lion • Q0.63~35. 

Pony xpress Territory 
ELY 

Hotel Nevada • 289-6665. 
FALLON 

Bonanza Inn• 423-6031. 
Fallon Nugget• 423-3111. 

Pioneer Territory 
AMARGOSA VALLEY 

Longstreet Inn• 372-l 7i7: Weekend entenainmenL 
BEATTY 

Stagecoach • 553-24 I 9 or 00-4-BIGWTN ( .. outside 
evada): Bands play Fri.-sat. 

Exchange Club • 553-2368: Karaoke on Fri. 
HAWTHORNE 

El Capitan • 945-3322: Bands like impulse, hake Rattle 
and Roll, and City Zu play in the casino lounge. 
Joe's Tavern • 945-2302. 

PAHRUMP 
Mountain View Casino and Bowl• 727-7777: Bowling alley. 
Saddle West Hotel, Casino, and RV Part(• 727-1111. 

TONOPAH 
Banc Club• 4 2-54-09: Bands play Thurs.-saL 
Mizpah Hotel • 4 2-0200. 
Station House• 482-9777: hotgun WiUie' Saloon: Bands 
play nightly except Mon. 

YERINGTON 
Casino West• 463-2481: Weekend music. 
Dlnl's Lucky Club • 463-2 68: Weekend music. 

istoric 

ulder Ci 
da 
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Show Peo le 

Making 
lmpressi 
Bill Acosta sha res th e 

stage with more than 

50 vocal friends at the 

Flamingo Las Vegas. 

By Kathy Espin 

en Bill co ta walks out from tage 
eft in the Flamingo hO\\TOom, a 
ne of chorus girl exits tage right. 

The impre ioni t nod toward th 
leggy dancer and declare , "I didn't have 
that much energy when I was three." 

Hi how at the Flamingo Las Vegas be­
lie that tat ment. "Lasting Impre ions" 
lasts an hour and 20 minute , and Aco ta i 
on stage about 80 percent of the time as he 
re-create the voice of more than 50 en­
tertainment and political figure . Even after 
the how, when most of us would be dead 
tired, he tands through a 45-minute dre 
ing-room interview to avoid mu ing hi 
tuxedo pants. 

Aco ta opened "Lasting Impre ion " at 
the Flamingo last • ovemb r after per­
forming for nearly two years at the Luxor. 
The Flamingo version i a bigger produc­
tion with 12 tople dancers in elaborate 
costume and an eight-piece orch tra lead 
by Jo y inger. During the show, co ta pa 
homage to the hi tory of the Flamingo' 
howroom and its legendary performers. 

" ammy, Frank, and Dean played here," 
he says while pacing hi dre ing room. "I 
aw Frank perform, and Andy William ." 
co ta talks about other greats from the 

'60 . "I have a lot of admiration for Tom 
Jone . And Jack Jone , he' a friend. They 
are doing b tter than ever." 

The 53-year-old co ta use hi trong, 
flexible voice to conjure image of inatra, 

at King Cole, and Tony B nnett. Doe n 't 
it take a p cial kind of courage lo try to 
replicate uch revered voice ? "Only if it 
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Impressionist Bill Acosta sings like Frank Sinatra and Tony Bennett at the Flamingo Las Vegas. 

doe n't work," Aco ta sa . "I'm not going 
to fool m elf that I am that p rson. I do im­
p re ion . I'm not an impersonator. I re­
create a memory for the audience." 

One memory he doe n 't re-create i Elvi 
Pre ley. "\,\'hen you do Elvis, people expect 
you to dre in an elaborate co tume. I 
don't do that. There are just too many of 
them. Twenty years ago there were 900 Elvi 
impersonators. ow, I read om where, 
there are 35,000. o one wants to e m 
do that." 

co ta doe n't u e a coach to nail hi 
impr ion . "Just practice, practice, prac­
tice," he a . "I learned a lot from the 
mu ician I have worked with. They taught 
me how to br athe and phrase. a kid, I 
would it in my room for hours at a time 
inging Andy William ' 'Moon River' over 

and over again." 
The on of an Epi copalian mini ter, 

co ta joined the church choir as a boy 
growing up in ew Orlean . "But I didn't 
like inging in the choir," he sa . "I fell in 
love with Dixi land jazz. It was more fun to 
sing. Then I went to progre ive jazz." 

From there, at age 15-"l , officially. I 
was real) • too young to be in the club " -
he began a musical career that took him all 
over the world, including a stint at ero' 

ook, a lounge at Cae ars Palace, in 1970. 
"Tho e were wonderful years," he recall . 
"Boy, I had a go d time." 

Aco ta was a inger who did a few im­
pre ion until 19 , when hi wi.fi and pro­
ducer, Jeannie Bavaro, encouraged him to 
change th focus of hi acl. The r ult, after 

years on the road, was "Lasting Impres­
ion ," which debuted at the Trump Plaza 

in tlantic City in 1995 and ran for thr e 
years. After h arrived in Las Vegas, co ta 
igned for a limited engagement at the 

Luxor. The run lasted two years. 
Aco ta and Bavaro moved from Chicago 

to Las Vegas. "I love Chicago, but the 
weather rinks," he sa . ''You have un here. 
In Chicago, we think of the un as a yellow 
intru ion in the grayne . I like it here. The 
town has improved gr atly over the years." 

co ta and hi how are blo oming in 
the de ert un. He e m to ab orb the 
echoe of the voice of Las Vegas' rich en­
tertainment hi tory and play them back 
with reverence. E pecially touching i 

co ta' tribute to inatra. "Frank i the 
mo t difficult voice to do. He i the mo t 
challenging and th mo t fun to do," 
Aco ta sa , glancing at a photo of inatra 
on the wall of his dre ing room. Thanks to 
Aco ta, inatra' voice and tyle till enter­
tain audience in th Flamingo howroom. 

Show Notes "Bill Aco ta: Lasting lmpr ssions" plays 
aturday through Thursday in the 

Flamingo howroom al the Flamingo 
Las Vegas. how time is 10 p.m., with an 
additional how at 7:30 p.m. on Tue day. 
Tickets are 49, 59, and 69, plus tax, and 
do not include drinks. Call 0~732-2111 or 
702-733-3333 for re rvation . 

Kathy Espin is a Las ¼!gas freel.ance writer. 



Ramada Express • Hotel Casino 

Experience Laughlin's Best 
Place to Gamble for ol\lj $2 t 

1,500 Luxury Rooms & Suites with Jacuzzis 
4 Award-Winning Restaurants 

• ADULTS ONLY Hotel Tower 
with in-room coffee pots 
(upgrade $5 more per night) 

• ADULTS ONLY Pool/Spa Hours 

• FREE Slot Machine Pull 
Chance to WIN $5,000 

• FREE American Heroes Museum 

• FREE Patriotic Show 

• FREE Gift for U.S. Veterans 
(details at Slot Club Booth) 

~ 
Ramada Express 

Voted BEST 6 Times~ 2000 
Best Slot Club • Friendliest 

Best Place to Gamble• Best Museum 
Best Place for a Romantic Evening 

Best Sky's the Limit Gourmet Restaurant 

$21 
for two people, per night 

RAMADA 
EXPRESS 

HOTEL• CA I 'O • LAUGHLIN, NEVADA 
An A=tar Corporation Casino 

(800)700-9070 

'Adult Escape, I 
Package 

• 3 Days & 2 Nights for 2 

• 2 Breakfast Buffets 

• 2 Dinner Buffets 

• 2 Shrimp Cocktails 
(2 meals per person, per pkg.) 

Qn\'/ $ 6 4 Plus tax 
Sun - Thurs 
West Tower 

Ask about our low weekend rates! 

Ba ed on availability & advance reservations. Exclude uites, holidays & special event periods. Package & room rate offers are for 
Sunday Thur day, standard room & expire 4/26/0 I. Subject to change. 



Casino Notes 
ews from hotel-casinoland. By Ann Henderson 

Las Vegas Territory 
Hoist a Brew: Barley's Casino and Brewing 

Company earned a ilver medal for its 
Brewmaster elect Hefewiezen at the ninth an­
nual Great American Beer Fe tival in Denver. 
The Henderson casino is located in the Green 
Valley Town Center and i a favorite summer 
gathering place for parents who can ip coffee 
or have lunch while they watch their children 
play in Barley' outdoor fountain . 

New Hotel Planned: The late t off.Strip prop­
erty planned for Las Vegas is the 1,022-room 
Tuscany Suites, which will be located behind 
Bally' . Completion of phase one, which in­
clude 716 suites, i expected thi summer, 
while the 30frroom phase two will be finished 
mid-December. The Tu cany will feature a 
30,000- quare-foot casino, three re taurants, 
and meeting pace. 

Ari Alert: Opening date for the Hermitage­
Guggenheim Museum at the Venetian on the 

trip has been pu hed back from spring to fall. 
The first exhibition at the 7,660-square-foot 
tructure wiJI be "Masterpieces and Master 

Collector : lmpres ioni ts and Modem 
Paintings From the Hermitage and Guggen­
heim Mu eum." Vi itors to the Vegas facility 
can expect to ee masterpiece from Ru ian 
and American collections that are being in­
troduced into world\~ide circulation. 

Reno-Tahoe Territory 
C

Vl Expanding Again: Spring i the expected 
completion date on a frmillion expan ion 

at the Carson Valley Inn in Minden. Change 
in the 16,000-square-foot project include more 
casino pace, an enclo ed swimming pool, a fit­
ne facility, cabaret lounge, and gift hop. 

Laughs al the Lake: Comedian doing tand­
up at the Reno Hilton' comedy club have 
moved bag and microphone to Stateline to be­
come the resident joke ters at Harrah's Lake 
Tahoe. The lmprov clo ed at the Reno Hilton 
and opened at Harrah' in January for an ex­
tended run in the outh hore Room night! 
except unday. Show tickets are 19.50. 

Boutique Hotel: When the Siena open in July, 
the Reno property will cater to a bu ine and 
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The Tuscany-themed Siena on the banks of the Truckee River in Reno has a summer opening date. 

up cale cliente le. Renovating the former 
Ho liday Hotel on the banks of the Truckee 
River into a Tu cany-themed hotel i expected 
to co t 60 million. The 215-room property will 
include a pa, a 23,000-square-foot casino, 
re taurants with outdoor eating, and an 
1 ,000-bottle wine cellar. Room rate are e ti­
mated in the 100 range. 

Good Deals 
('lpring Skiing: Fitzgeralds in Reno has a ki 
l.lpackage that include a room and lift tickets 
to Squaw Valley, Alpine Meadow , orth tar, or 
Mount Ro e. The ski combination i 58 per 
person based on double occupancy and i 
good unday through Thursday. 

Scratch and Win: Gamblers can win prize for 
playing the Flamingo Reno's ratch Fever 
promotion through March 31. cratch card 
ar given to jackpot and keno winners and 
bingo players. Coffee- hop diners receive a 
cratch card for cash payments of 5 or more. 

Prize include food, entertainment, and hote l 
Sta . 

A Really Good Deal: The Red Lion propertie 
in Elko are offering a room and concert pe­
cial for 29, plu tax. The package include a 
ingle or double room and two tickets to ee 

Juice ewton (March lfrl7), T.G. heppard 
(March 30-31), Exile (April 13-14), or Highway 
101 (March 27-2 ). 

Entertainment Notes 
Night of Laughs: Frizzy-haired Carrot Top re­

turn to the MGM Grand in Las Vegas on 
March 29-April 4 with hi trunks full of ight 
gags. During a recent how, audience members 
applauded hi interpretatio n of a rednec k on 
a cell phone. They howled when he took on 
the frustration of airline travel and produced 
hi "carry-on" luggage haped like a chain aw. 
On e ugge tion: Arrive at least 30 minu te 
prior to how time and enjoy the video mo­
ments of people and animal in ridiculou and 
embarrassing moments. Carrot Top al o plays 
the Silver Legacy in Reno, May 2fr27. 

Regrouped Group: It will be a homecom ing of 
orts for the Lettermen when they play the 

Suncoast April fr8 in Las Vegas. Before the 
trio' first hit, "The Way You Look Tonight," in 
1961, the group was first noticed in 1958 after 
an appearance in the revue "The ewcomers 
of 1928" at the De ert Inn. Of the original 
Lettermen, only Tony Butala remain , bu t he 
has been joined by Donavan Tea, a 1984 grad­
uate of two Las Vegas production how , and 
Darren Dowler, who left Reno revues to be­
come a member in 1995. Althoug h the 
Lettermen were a bit tingy with ome of the ir 
hits during a recent performance, choo ing to 
ing them as medle , the how was till 

well worth the ticket price of 27.50, 30.75, 
or 34. 
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Attractions, Tours & Museums 
Places to go and thing to do around th e Silver Stat e. 

V
isitor can explore 

evada' diver e attrac­
tions when they vi it the 
Silver State' man y mu­

eum , re orts, and tate and 
natio nal parks. Th e area 
cod e fo r Las Vegas Territ ory 
i 702 , whil e th e re maind er 
of th e tate i 775. 

Las Veoas 
Territory 

BOULDER CITY 
Black Canyon River Raff Tours• 29~3776 
for infonnation. 
Boulder City Historic District • Walking 
tour. 1305 Arizona, 29~2034. 
Boulder City/Hoover Dam Museum • 
Displays and books on the dam' con­
truction in 1930s. 1305 Arizona, 294 

1988. 
Boulder Dam Hotel • 1305 Arizona, 29~ 
7731. 
Colorado River Tours• Gold mine, canoe, 
and kayak tours. 293-4422. 
Hoover Dam and Hoover Dam Visitor 
Center • Tours, theaters, exhibit hall, 
High aier Monument U .. 93, 294 
3515, 29~367, 29~000. 
Lake Mead Cruises/Desert Princess • 
Excursions on Lake Mead, 29~1 0. 
Lake Mead National Recreation Area and 
Alan Bible Visitor Center • Visitor center 
is on . . 93 between Boulder City and 
Hoover Dam. 702-S9~2906. 
Skydive Las Vegas.com• Tandem jump . 
29~1 60. Miles of Screams 

and other items on di play. Las Vegas 
trip, 740-4555. 

Holy Cowl Casino • Brewery tours, 732-
2697. 
Howard W. Cannon Aviation Museum • 
McCarran International Airport. 455-
7968. 
Imperial Palace Auto Collection • Classic 
and antique vehicles, 7943174. 
Laser Quest• 7361 We t Lake Mead, Las 
Vegas, 24~1. 
Las Vegas Art Museum • 9600 W. Sahara 
Ave., 647-4300. 
Las Vegas Club • pons memorabilia. 
O0\\11101\11, 385-1664. 
Las Vegas Mini Gran Prix • 259-7000. 
Las Vegas Motor Speedway • Guided 
tours. 6444444. 
Las Vegas Natural History Museum • 
From dinosaurs 10 de ert creature . 900 
Las Vegas Blvd. ., 38401 0. 
Liberace Museum • Pianos and memo­
rabilia. I ii5 E. Tropicana, 798-5595. 
Lied Discovery Children's Museum • 

ience and other learning exhibits. 33 
Las Vegas Blvd. ., 382-KID . 
Luxor • Motion rides, IMAX Theatre, 
and King Tut's Tomb and Museum, 262-
4000 for Lu.xor infonnation. 
M&M's World• howcase Mali, 736-7611. 
Mandalay Bay • hark Reef at Mandalay 
Bay. Exhibit of harks, sea predators, 
and aquatic creatures. Visitors can ask 
question of divers. 632-7777. 
Marjorie Barrick Museum of Natural 
History • 4505 Maryland Pkwy., LV, 
895-3381. 
MGM Grand • Lion habitat open daily, 
891-7979. 
Mirage • Dolphin habitat, volcano, and 
Secret Garden with tigers, elephant, 
lion , and pantl1ers, 791-7111. 
Mount Charleston • Recreation info., 
222-1597. 

St. Jude's Ranch for Children• hiidren 's 
An Museum, artifacts, tours. I 00 L 

Jude's L, 294-7100. 
HENDERSON 

City of Henderson Bird Viewing Preserve • 
Self-guided or guided tours for more 
than IO people of the 80-acre preserve. 

The Big Apple's skyline at New York-New York on the Strip is neatly 
wrapped by the Manhattan Express roller coaster, which has a 144-foot 

drop at one point during the four-minute ride. The attraction is open from 10 
a.m. to 11 p.m., and the cost is $10 per ride. 

NASCAR Cafe • Race cars di pla ·ed. 
Sahara Hotel, 7347223. 
Nevada State Museum and Historical 
Society • Lorenzi Park, 700 Twin Lake 
Dr., 486-5205. 
Nevada Test Sile History Center• Displays 
50 years of nuclear testing. Open noon 
10 4pm, Tue .-Thurs. Building S-3, 2621 

2400 Moser treet off unset, Henderson, 565426.J. 
Clark County Herilage Museum • 1 30 . Boulder H"T·, 
455-7955. 
Ethel M Chocolate Factory and Cactus Garden • Tours. 2 
Cactus Garden Dr., 45 64. 
Mounlasia Family Fun Center • 2050 Olpnpic, 9 7777. 
Ron Lee's World of Clowns• 330 Carousel Pkwy .. 434-1700. 

LAS VEGAS 
Adventuredome • Adventure park ,,ith ride and attrac­
tions. ext 10 Circus Circus, 00-+!4-CIRCU . 
A.J. Hackett Bungy• 810 ircus Circus, 3854321. 
Bellagio • Fountain shows, 69~7111. 
Caesars Palace• Dining, magic how , and special effects 
at Caesars Magical Empire, 731-7333. 
Cowboy Trail Rides• Horseback riding. 3 7-2457. 
Crystal Palace In-Line Skating and Hockey Complex• 9295 
W. Flamingo, 25~9 32. 
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Elvis-A-Rama Museum• 3401 Industrial, 309-7200. 
Excalibur • Dragon battle in front moat, motion simula­
tors, 597-7777. 
Flamingo Las Vegas • Wildlife sanctuar,. 73~3111. 
Floyd Lamb State Park• Picnicking and fishing. 9200 Tuie 
Springi; Rd., 4 6-5413. 
Flyaway Indoor Skydiving • 200 Convention Center Dr., 
731-4768. 
Forum Shops at Caesars • "Race for Atlantis" IMAX 30 
motion simulator. Caesars Palace, 9~ 00. 
Fremont Street Experience • Light show on the hour from 
dusk 10 midnight. Downtm,11 Las \'egas, 67 5600. 
Gameworks • Climbing wall and arcade. hm,·case Mall, 
597-3122. 
Guinness World of Records Museum• 27 0 Las \'egas Bil'd. 
.. 792-3766. 

Harley-Davidson Cale • ~1otomcle memorabilia, Harley 

Losee Road, 295-3521. 
New York-New York • Roller coaster, 740-6969. 
Old Las Vegas Mormon Fort Historic State Park • ite of 
1855 settlement. 90 Las Vegas Blvd. North at Washing­
ton Al'enue, 4 6-3511. 
Paris• Ride 10 the observation deck of tl1e hotel's Eiffel 
Tower. 702-946-7000. 
Race Rock Cafe • Race cars and monster trucks. Fremont 
treet Experience, 382-7223. 

Rainforest Cale • Bird habitat and animated creature . 
MG~! Grand, 91 5 0. 
Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area• 36~1921 for 
infonnation. 
Rio Suite Hotel • Free carnival-tl1emed ky parade. 252-
77i7. 
Sahara Hotel • peed: The Ride roller coaster, ASCAR 
Cafe, ,inuai-realitv car racing, 737-2735. 
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Sam's Town• Water and laser show, 45~7ii7. 
Santa Fe Station • Ice arena. 4949 , ' . Rancho Dr., 65 
4993. 
Scandia Family Fun Center • 364-0070. 
Shelby American • helby Cobra auto museum and facton 
tour. Las \'egas Motor peedway, 643-3000. 
Southern Nevada Zoological Part<• Home of 150 pecies, 
from apes to peacocks. 1775 N. Rancho Dr., 64 5955. 
Spring Mountain Ranch State Part< • Red Rock Canyon, 
75-4141. 

Star Trek: The Experience • Las \'egas I lilton, 697 700. 
Stratosphere • Roller coaster, Big hot ride, and trat-0-
Fair midway, 0-7777. 
Treasure Island • Sea battle even 90 minute· from 4 to 
11 :30pm, 94-7111. 
Tropicana • Birds and gambling museum, 739-2222 for 
more information. 
Venetian Hotel • Madame Tussaud's Celebrity Encounter 
wax museum, gondola ride , 733-5000. 
Walker African-American Museum and Research Center • 
Exhibiis and records, by appointment only, 647-2242. 
Wet 'n Wild • Opens weekends on April 7; daily on 
Ma 21. 

LAUGHLIN 
Big Bend ol the Colorado State Recreation Area • 'ature 
and water sporis, four miles south of Laughlin, 298-1 59. 
Colorado Belle • yber Roller Coaster and Boiler Room 
Microbrewery, 298-4000. 
Colorado River Museum• Arizona Hwy. 95, 520-754-3399. 
Del Rio Beach Club• Colorado River sighiseeing boat tour, 
298-682 . 
Davis Dam• If-guided tours, 298-2214. 
Grapevine Canyon• ven mile we t of Laughlin. Inquire 
about road condition , 298-2214. 
Lake Mohave Resort • 602-754-3245. 
Laughlin River Tours• Colorado River, 298-1047. 
Ramada Express• WWll museum and multimedia tribute 
to American war heroes, 298-4200. 
Riverside Resort • Classic cars, river tour boat, and bowl­
ing center, 298-2535. 

MESQUITE 
Desert Valley Museum • 34~5705. 
Si Redd's Oasis• Gun club, hayrides, AlV and horseback 
ride , 34~5232. 

NORTH LAS VEGAS 
The Planetarium • Community College of uthem 

e,-ada, 651-5059. 
U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds • Tour of demon tration 
squadron facility, 2pm Tue . and Thurs. 'ellis Air Force 
Base, onh Las Vegas, 652-401 . 

OVERTON 
Lost City Museum of Archaeology • Pueblo culture, 397-
2193. 
Valley ol Fire State Part< • 397-20 . 

PRIMM 
Primadonna Resorts • Roller coaster, \\'ater flume, cyber 
coaster, and Turbo Drop rides at Buffalo Bill' ; cars be­
longing to Bonnie and Clyde and Dutch hultz and 
Clyde' bullet-riddled shin at Whi key Pete' , 3 2-111 I. 

SEARCHLIGHT 
Searchlight Gallery • 297-1540. 
Searchlight Historic Museum• 455-7955. 

Reno-Tahoe Territory 
CARSON CITY 

Brewery Arts Center • 449 W. King SL, 883-1976. 
Carson and Mills Part< Railroad • Mill Park, 7-2523. 
Children's Museum ol Northern Nevada • Museum has 
educational exhibiis. 813 . Carson t., 84-2226. 
Kit Carson Trail• Walking tour. 687-7410 or 00-638-2321. 
Nevada State Capitol • 687-5030. 
Nevada State Library and Archives • tate Constitution ex­
hibit. 100 tewan St., 687-5210. 
Nevada State Museum• 600 . Carson t., 687-4 10. 
Nevada State Railroad Museum • . Carson L at Fairview 
Dr., 687-6953. 
Nevada Supreme Court• Tours. tewan t., 687 616. 

Roberts' House Museum• 1207, '. Carson t., 2-1805. 
Stewart Indian Museum and Cultural Center• 5366 n,der, 

2-6929. 
Warren Engine Co. No. 1 Museum• 777 . tewart t., 7-
2210. 

DAYTON 
Dayton State Part<• 687-567 . 
Dayton Historic Society Museum • Open weekends in the 
I 65 Old Danon hoolhouse on hady Lane. 

GARDNERVILLE 
Carson Valley Museum and Cultural Center • Old Douglas 
County ll igh hooi on U .. 395, 7 2-2555. 
Sharl<ey's Nugget• Boxing, rodeo memorabilia. 7 2-3133. 

GENOA 
Genoa Courthouse Museum • 7 2-4325. 
Mormon Station State Historic Part< • 7 2-4325, 687-4379. 
David Wailey's Hot Springs• 7 2 155. 

LAKE TAHOE 
2411. 

Heavenly Aerial Tram• Seasonal. tateline, 5 ~7000. 
Lake Tahoe Nevada State Part< • and Harbor, 2005 Hwy. 
2 , Incline \'iliage, 831-0494. 
M.S. Dixie ii Sternwheeler • Zeph)T Cove, 588-3508. 
Ponderosa Ranch • Open April 7, weather permitting, 
31-0691. 

Tahoe Gal Paddlewheeler • Tahoe ity, 530-583-0141. 
Tahoe Rim Trail • 150-mile S) tern, 588-0686. 
Tailac Historic Site • Tours daily Memorial Day through 

pt., uth Lake Tahoe, 530-544-3029. 
U.S. Forest Service Visitors Center• tream-profile cham­
ber, 530-573-2600. 
Vlklngsholm • Tours, 530-525-7232. 
Zephyr Cove Resort • Cruises, boat rental . 588-502 I. 

RENO 
Animal Ari<• 10 mi. north of Reno on .. 395, then 12 
mi. on Red Rock Road to reach Animal Ark, 969-3111. 
Bartley Ranch Regional Part< • Hiking, horse arena, and 
one-room Huffaker hoolhouse. Reno, 28-6612. 
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Earth Window Museum • alive American artifacl.5, 100 
Sierra L, Town Center Mall, 333-2 28. 
Fleischmann Planetarium • targazing programs, of 
campus, 7844811. 
Galena Creek Regional Park• Mount Rose Hwy., 785-4319. 
Harrah's Reno • Laser how nighuy at the outdoor plaza, 
786-3232. 
Liberty Belle Slot Collection • Liberty Belle Saloon, 4250 
S. Virginia St, 82!'>-1776. 
National Automobile Museum (the Harrah Collection)• 10 
Lake St ., 333-9300. 
National Bowling Stadium • Toumamenl.5 and IWERKS 
theater. 300 . Center St , 334-2695. 
Nevada Historical Society Museum • 1650 . Virginia St, 
U of campus, 686-1190. 
Nevada Museum of Art, E.L. Wiegand Gallery • 160 W. 
Liberty St , 329-3333. 
Playland • Rides, picnicking. Idlewild Park, 329-6008. 
Raymond I. Smith Truckee River Walk• 334-2077. 
Reno HIiton • Water golf, 11imate Rush thrill ride, putting 
course, add go-kan center 78~2000. 
Reno Tahoe Gaming Academy • Tours. 215 S. Well Ave., 
329-5665. 
Riverside Artist Lofts • Arts and cultural center. 77!'>-329-
2787. 
Sierra Arts Center Gallery • Gallery and offices, 200 Flint 
St , 329-2787. 
Sierra Safari Zoo• 10 mi. nonh of Reno at Red Rock Rd., 
677-110 I. opens April I. 
Sliver Legacy • Giant mining machine and laser show 
every hour, 32!'>-7396. 
WIibur D. May Arboretum and Botanical Garden • Rancho 
San Rafael Park, 785-4153. 
WIibur D. May Great Basin Adventure • Seasonal, Rancho 
San Rafael Park, 785-4-064. 
WIibur D. May Museum • Rancho San Rafael Park, 78!'>-
5961. 

PYRAMID LAKE 
Humana Hatchery Visitors Center• 574-0290. 

Time Travel to Eureka 

The mining town of Eureka has two historic attractions. The Eureka Sentinel Museum (above) 
has an extensive collection of artifacts from when the building served as the town's newspaper 

office. Also open for tours is the restored Eureka Opera House, which hosts first-rate cultural events. 

SPARKS 
John Ascuaga's Nugget• Ranchers' brands exhibit, 356-
3300. 
Sparks Heritage Foundation and Museum • Local history, 
Southern Pacific train cars, I 64 Glendale hool. 

Victorian Square, 35!'>-1144 for more information. 
Sparks Marina Park• Fishing, walking path . 353-2376. 
Victorian Square Fountain • Choreographed water hows. 
WIid Island • Water park open in summer, miniature golf 
and raceway open year-round. Off I-SO, 35~2927. 

Half Off 2001 
Historical Calendars! 

I
t's a new year, but you still have time to order 

NEVADA MAGAZINE'S 2001 NEVADA HlsTORICAL CA.u:NDARS 

for friends, family, and yourself. Supplies are limited, so send your order with pay­

ment ($6.00 each, which includes shipping and handling) soon to: NEVADA MAGAZINE 

CA.u:NDARS, 401 N. Carson St., Suite 100, Carson City, NV 89701-4291 Or order online 

at www.nevadamagazine.com-just click on the Nevada Magazine Online Gift Shop's 

calendar icon. Your calendars will be mailed promptly. 
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VERDI 
Boomtown Family Fun Center • Motion Theater rides, 
Ferri wheel, and miniature golf, 345-8668 for details. 

VIRGINIA CITY 
Assay Office Museum • 4 7-0777. 
The Castle • 847-0275. 
Chollar Mine• Tours of workings, 47-0155. 
Fourth Ward School Museum • 84 7-0975. 
Julia C. Bulette Red light Museum • 847-9394. 
liberty Engine Co. No. 1 Comstock Firemen's Museum • 
47-0717. 

Mackay Mansion Museum• 847-0173. 
Mark Twain Museum of Memories • 47-0454. 
Nevada Gambling Museum• 847-9022. 
Piper's Opera House• 47-0433. 
Ponderosa Mine• Tours, 47-0757. 
Territorial Enterprise Mark Twain Museum • 47-0525. 
Virginia and Truckee Railroad • 847-03 0. 
Virginia City Radio Museum• 47-9047. 
Virginia City Tours • 7 6-0 66. 
Way II Was Museum • 47-0766. 
WIid West Museum • South C treet, 84 7-0400. 

WASHOE VALLEY 
Bowers Mansion Park • Historic man ion of Comstsock 
millionaires, 84~ I 25. 
Davis Creek Park • 84~684. 
Washoe Lake State Park • Birdwatching, windsurfing, fi h­
ing, East Lake Blvd., 687-4319. 

Cowboy Country 
BATTLE MOUNTAIN 

Trail of the 49ers Interpretive Center • Pioneer exhibits, re­
search room, 453 . Second L, 635-5720 for more 
information. 

ELKO 
Jarbldge WIiderness Area • orth of Elko, 752-3357. 
Northeastern Nevada Museum• 1515 Idaho t., 738-341 
Sherman Station Complex • Restored I 75 ranch, tours. 
V1Sitor information, 738-7135. 
Western Folkllle Center• 501 Railroad t., 738-7508. 
Wild Horse State Recreation Area • 65 mile north of Elko, 
758-6493. 

LOVELOCK 
Giant Tula Park• West of Lovelock, 273-7213. 
Pershing County Marzen House Museum • Lovelock-area 
hi tory, 273-7213. 

WENDOVER 
Bonneville Sall Flats • 01-977-4300. 

WINNEMUCCA 
Buckaroo Hall of Fame • 623-2225. 
Humboldt Museum• Winnemucca-area hi tory, 623-2912. 
Midas Schoolhouse • Call for tours of the two-room 
schoolhouse located in Midas, 46 miles b din road from 
the Golconda exit east of Winnemucca on I 0. 5m302. 

Pony Express err1tory 
AUSTIN 

Hlcklson Petroglyph Recreation Sile • If-guided tour with 
interpretive ign , 24 miles east of Austin on .S. 50, 635-
4000. 

ELY/GREAT BASIN N.P. 
Cave Lake State Recreation Area • 15 miles south of Ely, 
728-4467. 
East Ely Railroad Depot Museum• Tours, 2 ~1663. 
Great Basin National Park • Hiking, camping, ancient 
bristlecones, and tours of Lehman Cave . Baker, 65 miles 
east of Ely, 234-7331. 
McGIii Historical Drug Company • Call for tours of an old­
fashioned drug tore. McGill, 235-7082. 
Nevada Northern Railway Museum• Train rides on historic 
locomotives. 1100 Ave. A, East Ely, 2 ~20 5 for more in­
formation. 
Ward Charcoal Ovens State Historic Sile • 16 miles (11 din) 
south of Ely, 728-4467. 

Cowboy Country in Northern Nevada -
if wealth can be measured by diversity, well then 
we're pretty dam rich. From the gaming tables 
to the streams, from the stage to the mountain 

tops, gold flows throughout the territory. 

Your fortun is waiting. 

Pa 
el 
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TRUST YOUR MOVE ONLY TO A RELOCATION SPECIALIST! 

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE RELOCATION PACKAGE: 

1 -800-296-1802 
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White Pine Public Museum • Exhibiis on history of Ely 
area. 2000 Aultman t., 2 94710. 

EUREKA 
Eureka Opera House• Open Mon.-Fri. or by appointment, 
tours, 237-6006. 
Eureka Sentinel Museum• 237-5010. 

FALLON 
Churchill County Museum and Hidden Cave • Tours. 1050 
. Maine t., 42~3677. 

Fort Churchill State Historic Park • Eight miles south of 
ilver prings, 577-2345. 

Sand Mountain• Giant sand dune, 20 mile east of Fallon, 
5-6000. 

Stillwater National WIidiife Refuge • 15 miles east of Fallon, 
42~512 . 

SILVER SPRINGS 
Fort Churchill State Historic Park • Eight miles south of 
ilver prings, 577-2345. 

Pioneer Territory 
BEATTY 

Beatty Museum • Mining exhibiis, 55~2424. 
Death Valley National Park • Park can be reached via 
Beatty, 55~2200. 
Rhyollle • Historic bottle house and the Gold Well Open 
Air Museum sculpture exhibit, four miles west of Beatty, 
55~2424. 

GABBS 
Berlln-lchthyosaur State Park• Dinosaur fo ils and ghost 
town, 23 miles east of Gabb , 964-2440. 

GOLDFIELD 
Historic Buildings and Mining Tour • Telegraph Office, 
Florence ~line, and Goldfield Consolidated Mine 
Company Building, 775-48!>-34 6. 

HAWTHORNE 
Mineral County Historical Museum• Exhibiis on the hi tory 
of the Hawthorne area, 400 10th t., 94!>-5142. 
Walker lake State Recreation Area • Fi hing, camping, and 
birdwatching, 94!>-5 96. 

PAHRUMP 
Death Valley National Park • Park can be reached via 
Pahrump, 727-5 0. 
Pahrump Valley Winery • Tours. 3810 WinCI'}' Rd., 727-
6900 or 00-368-WI E. 

PIOCHE/CALIENTE 
Box Car Museum • Railroad and local history. Caliente, 
726-3129. 
Cathedral Gorge State Park • uth of Pioche, 72S-4460 for 
information. 
Elgin living History Schoolhouse Museum • Open for week­
end tours or by appointment. Located 21 mile south of 
Caliente ,ia Rainbow Canyon. Write Lynn Wood, Box 
266, Caliente, i\'V 900 . 
Kershaw-Ryan State Park • utl1 of Caliente, 726-4460. 
llncoln County Historical Museum• Pioche, 962-5207. 
MIiiion Dollar Courthouse • Pioche, 962-5207. 
Spring Valley State Park • 726-4460. 
Stone Cabin living History Museum • One mile north of 
pring Valley tale Park near Pioche, seasonal, 726-4460. 

ROUND MOUNTAIN 
Smoky Valley Museum • 1935 schoolhouse and assay 
equipment. Open second Wednesday of the month and 
by appointment, 377-2243. 

TONOPAH 
Belmont Courthouse State Historic Site • 50 mile north of 
Tonopah, 67-3001. 
Central Nevada Museum • Artifacis and photograph on 
Tonopah-area history, 4 2-9676. 
Tonopah Historic Mining Park• 4 2-9274. 

YERINGTON 
Lyon County Museum• Exhibiis and photos on the history 
of the Yerington area, 46~2245. 

A Reminder: To confirm hours of operation, 
please use the phone number listed with each 
attraction. The area code i 702 in the Las Vegas 
area, and the rest of the state is 775. 



You can receive FREE information from the EVADA MAGAZINE adverti ers listed below. imply 
circle the number on the Reader rvice Card that corre pond to tho e adverti ers' prod­

ucts or ervice in which you have an intere t. Then complete the name and addre portion 
of the card and drop it in the mail. You will be ent free brochure loaded with information. 

TOURISM AGENCIES 
001 Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce 
003 Beatty Chamber of Commerce 
004 Boulder City Chamber of Commerce 
007 Carson City Convention & Visitors Bureau 
751 Carson City Convention & Visitors Bureau/ 

Seniors' Discount Info. 
008 Carson Valley Chamber of Commerce 
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015 Eureka Opera House 
022 Elko Convention Center 
025 Jackpot Tourism 
035 Mineral County Chamber of Commerce 
038 Nevada Commission on Tourism 
041 Pahrump Chamber of Commerce 
043 Reno-Sparks Convention & Visitors 

Authority 
045 Tahoe Casino Express/Tahoe Douglas 
047 Tonopah Chamber of Commerce 
048 Virginia City Convention & Tourism 

Authority 
050 Wendover Convention & Visitors Authority 
052 Winnemucca Convention & Visitors 

Authority 
053 Pershing County Tourism Authority 
055 Pony Express Territory 
062 Truckee Donner Chamber of Commerce 
063 Lyon County Information Center 
067 Primm Division/LVCVA 
068 Mesquite Division/LVCVA 

HOTELS/CASINOS 
111 Carson Station/Pinon Plaza Resort/ 

Carson City 
113 Caesars Tahoe 
116 Carson Nugget/Carson City 
117 Carson Valley Inn/Minden 
119 Atlantis Casino Resort/Reno 
135 Eldorado Hotel/Reno 
139 Flamingo Laughlin 
163 Imperial Palace/Las Vegas 
165 John Ascuaga's Nugget/Sparks 
183 Peppermill Hotel/Reno 
190 Ramada Express & Casino/Laughlin 
198 Riviera Hotel & Casino/Las Vegas 
207 Ramada Inn, Sturgeon's/Lovelock 
240 Model T Casino/Hotel/RV/Winnemucca 

HOUSEBOAT RENTALS 
396 Forever Resorts 

: ATTRACTIONS, GALLERIES & MUSEUMS 
: 405 Liberace Museum & Foundation/ 
: Las Vegas . 

EVENTS 
: 420 Pioneer Territory 
: 429 Nevada's Cowboy Country/Winnemucca . . 
: WEDDING CHAPELS 
: 455 Chapel of the Bells/Reno 
: 457 Viva Las Vegas Wedding Chapel . . . 
: RECREATION 
: 485 NDOT/Bicycle Safety 

489 Lake Mead Cruises 
493 Corley Ranch/Gardnerville 
494 Sagebrush Ranch/Las Vegas 

TOURS 
565 Sundance Helicopters/Las Vegas 
567 Guaranteed Tours/Las Vegas 
571 Rebel Adventure Tours 

RESTAURANTS 
653 Louis' Basque Corner/Reno 

REAL ESTATE 
731 Liberty Realty Relocation Division/ 

Las Vegas 

RETAIL SHOPPING 
823 Casino News Newsletter/Slot Report 
835 Gamblers General Store/Las Vegas 

ENTERTAINMENT 
850 All Shook Up show/Elvis-A-Rama/ 

• New Frontier/Las Vegas 
851 Bill Acosta/Lasting Impressions/Flamingo 

Las Vegas 
852 Carrot Top/MGM Grand/Las Vegas 

RESERVATIONS 
875 Hotel Reservations Network/Las Vegas/ 

• Reno 
: 881 Reservations Plus/PGI/Las Vegas 
: 882 National Reservation Bureau/Las Vegas 

NEVADA MAGAZINE 
: 999 Nevada Magazine one-year subscription 
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Vacation Hot Lines 
Wh ere to call or write for evada trave l tips. 

W
hen planning your evada trip or va­
cation, be ure to write or phone the e 
one-stop sources for information. Al o, 
Internet u ers can visit the Web ite 

listed. If you plan to stop by a chamber of com­
merce (C of C) office, chance are it will be 
open in the daytime Monday through Friday. 

Statewide ln•ormation 
Nevada Commission on Tourism: 401 . Carson St., Carson 
City, 89701; www.travelnevada.com; 775-687-4322 or 
800- EVADA-8 anywhere in U.S. and Canada. 
Las Vegas Territory 
African American Activities: 3838 Raymen Dr., Las Vegas, 
89121; 702-456-3838. 
Asian C of C: 900 E. Karen, o. C217, Las Vegas, 89109; 
702-737-4300. 
Boulder City C of C: 1305 Arizona, Boulder City, 9005; 
www.bouldercitychamber.com; 702-293-2034. 
Boulder City Visitor Center: JOO, evada Hwy., Boulder City, 
NV 89005; 702-294-1252. 
Henderson C of C: 590 S. Boulder Hwy., Henderson, 
890l5;www.hendersonchamber.com; 702-565-8951. 
Henderson Convention Center: 200 Water St., Henderson, 
89015; www.cityofhenderson.com/ convention; 702-565-
2171. 
Hoover Dam Visitors Services: Box 60400, Boulder City, 
89006; www.hooverdam.com; 702-294-3524. 
Jean Visitor Center: Interstate 15 South, Exit 12, Box 19470, 
Jean, 89019; lasvegas24hours.com; 702-874-1360. 
las Vegas C of C: 3720 Howard Hughe Pkwy., Las Vegas, 

9109; www.lvchamber.com; 702-735-1616. 
Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority: 3150 Paradise 
Road, Las Vegas, 89109; www.lasvegas24hours.com; 
702-892-0711. 
Latin C of C: 829 . Sixth St., Las Vegas, NV 89125; 
www.LasVegasLatincc.com; 702-385-7367. 
Laughlin C of C: Box 77777, Laughlin, 89028; www. 
laughlinchamber.com; 702-298-2214 or 800-227-5245 
outside evada. 
Laughlin Visitor Center: 1555 Casino Dr., Box 502, Laughlin, 
NV 89029; www.visitlaughlin.com; 702-298-3321 or 800-
4lAUGHLI . 
Mesquite Area C of C: 50 W. Mesquite Blvd., Me quite, 
9027; '""""·mesquite-chamber.com; 702-346-2902. 

Mesquite Visitor Center: Interstate 15, Exit 122, 460 Sandhill 
Blvd., Me quite, 89027; 702-346-2702 or 877-
MESQUITE. 
Moapa Valley C of C: Hwy. 169, Box 361, Ovenon, 9040· 
www.moapavalley.com; 702-397-2160. 
North las Vegas C of C: 2290 McDaniel, onh Las Vegas, 
89030; 702-642-9595. 
Reno-Tahoe Territory 
Carson City C of C: 1900 S. Carson t , uite 100, Carson City, 

89701; www.carsoncitychamber.com; 775-882-1565. 
Carson City Convention and Visitors Bureau: 1900 . Carson t., 
uite 200, Carson City, fV 9701; www.carson<ity.org; 

775-687-7410 or 800- EVADA-1 in .S. 
Carson Valley C of C and Visitors Authority: 1512 Hwy. 395, o. 
I, Gardnerville, 89410-5283; www.carsonvalleynv.org; 
775-782-8144 or 800-727-7677 in U .. 
Dayton Area C of C: 200-B Main t , Box 240 , Da ton , 
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Walk Like an Egyptian 

The 10-story-tall Sphinx that welcomes visitors to the Pyramid-shaped Luxor on the Las Vegas 
Strip is taller than the seven-story-tall original in Egypt. On a clear night, the beam of light 

coming from the top of the hotel is visible from an airplane 250 miles away. 

9403; """ '.daytonnvchamber.org; i? i>-246-7909. 
Greater Reno-Sparts C of C: I E. First t.. Reno, ' 950 I; 
""w.reno- parkschamber.org; 775-686-3030. 

Incline VIiiage/Crystai Bay C of C: 969 Tahoe Blvd., Incline 
Village, 89451; www.laketahoechamber.com; 775-831-
4440. 

Photo : Richard Cummins 



Lake Tahoe, Incline VIiiage/Crystai Bay Visitors Bureau: 969 
Tahoe Blvd., Incline Village, 9451; W\\w.gotahoe. 
com; 775-832-1606 or ~TAHOE anywhere in U .. 
Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority: 1156 ki Run Blvd., South Lake 
Tahoe, CA 96150; www.virtualtahoe.com; 530-544-5050, 
800-AT-TAHOE in .S. for Lake Tahoe information. 
North Lake Tahoe C of C: 245 . Lake Blvd., Box 884, Tahoe 
City, CA 96145; www.tahoefun.org; 530-581-6900. 
North Lake Tahoe Resort Associalion: 245 orth Lake Blvd., 
Box 5459, Tahoe City, CA 96145; www.tahoefun.org; 
530-58~3494 or 800-824-634 . 
Reno-Sparks Convenlion and Visitors Authority: 4590 S. Virginia 
SL, Box 837, Reno, 9504; www.renoiaketahoe.com; 
775-827-7600 or 800-FOR-RE O in U.S. 
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Tribal Council: 98 Colony Rd., Reno, 

9502; 77!>-329-2936. 
South Lake Tahoe C of C: 3066 Lake Tahoe Blvd., South Lake 
Tahoe, CA 96150; www.tahoeinfo.com; 530-541-5255. 
Sparks C of C: 31 Victorian Ave., parks, 89431; 
www.sparkschamber.org; 77!>-358-1976. 
Tahoe-Douglas C of C: Box 7139, tateline, 89449; 195 
Hwy. 50 at Round Hill, Zephyr Cove; W\\W.tahoecham­
ber.org; 77!>-588-4591. 
Virginia City C of C: V&T Railroad Car, 131 South C St., 
Virginia City, 9440; www.comstocklode.com; 775-847-
0311 for information. 
Cowboy Country 
Battle Mountain C of C: Box 333, Battle Mountain, 89 20; 
77!>-635-8245. 
Elko C of C: 1405 Idaho t., Elko, 89801; www.elko 
nevada.com; 77!>-738-7135. 
Elko Convention and Visitors Authority: 700 Moren Way, Elko, 

89801;www.eikocva.com; 77!>-738-4091, 800-248-3556 
ou1Side evada. 
Jarbldge Community Associalion: Trading Post, 72 Main St., 
Box 260072,Jarbidge, 89 26;jarbidge@aol.com; 77!>-
488-2315. 
Lovelock C of C: Box 821, Lovelock, 
7213. 

89419; 77!>-27~ 

McDennitt lnfonnalion: Box 278, McOermitt, 89421; 77!>-
532-8742. 
Wells C of C: 395 ixth t., Box 615, Wells, 89835; www. 
wellsnv.com; 77!>-752-3540. 
Wendover Area Chamber of Commerce: 735 Wendover Blvd., 
Box 2468, We t Wendover, 89883; www. 
wendover.org; 77!>-664-3414 or 77-WENDOVER. 
Winnemucca C of C: 30 W. Winnemucca Blvd., Winne-
mucca, 9445; www.winnemucca-nv.org; 77!>-62~ 
2225. 
Winnemucca Convention and Visitors Bureau: 50 W. Winne­
mucca Blvd., Winnemucca, 9445; www.winnemuc 
ca.nv.us; 77!>-62~5071 or 00-WMCA-NEV. 

ony Express Territory 
Austin C of C: Box 212, Lander County Courthouse,Austin, 

89310; 77!>-964-2200. 
Ely's Bristlecone Convenlion Center: 150 ixth t., Box 958, Ely, 

9301; www.elynevada.net; 77!>-289-3720. 
Eureka County C of C: II I . Main t., Box 1078, Eureka, NV 
9316; 77!>-237-5484. 

Fallon Convenlion and Tourism Authority: 100 Campus Way, 
Fallon, 89406; 77!>-42~556 or 00-874-0903. 
FemleyCofC:70 . West t.,Box 1606,Fernley, 940; 
www.fernieynevada.net; 77!>-57!>-4459. 
Great Basin Business and Tourism Council: Information on 
Baker and Great Basin 'ational Park. Box 166, Baker, 
9311; 77!>-234-7323. 

Greater Fallon Area C of C: 65 . Maine SL, o. B, Fallon, 
89406; 77!>-42~2544. 
Sliver Springs EDASS (Econ. Dev. Authority of Silver Springs): Box 
269, Silver prings, 9429; 77!>-5 77-2069. 
White Pine Chamber of Commerce: 636 Aulunan, Ely, 
89301; W\\-W.elynevada.net; 77!>-289-8877. 

Pioneer Territory 
Amargosa C of C: H R 69-2, Box 401W, 21 E. Farm Rd., 
Amargosa, ' 9020; www.armagosava.lley.com; 77!>-
372-1515. 
Beatty C of C: 119 E. Main t., Box 956, Beatty, 89003; 
W\\w.governet.net/nv/as/bea; 77!>-55~2424. 
Caliente C of C: Depot Building, Box 553, Caliente, 
89008; 77!>-72&-3129. 
Gabbs, City of: 509 Main t., Box 176, Gabbs, NV 9409; 
77!>-28!>-4019. 
Goldfield C of C: Box 219, Goldfield, NV 89013; 
members.xcom.com/gfldchamber; 4 !>-3560 for 
Goldfield information. 
Greater Smoky Valley C of C: State Route 376 at Carver's 
tation, Box 1977, Round Mountain, 9045; 77!>-

377'.2490. 
Mason Valley C of C: 227 S. Main L, Yerington, 
2536; www.tele-net.net/lceda; 77!>-46~2245. 
Mineral County C of C: 932 E Street, Box 1635, Hawthorne, 

89415; www.mineralcountynvchamber.org; 77!>-94!>-
5 96. 
Pahrump Valley C of C: 1021 . Frontage Rd., Box 42, 
Pahrump, 89041; www.ahrumpchamber.com; 77!>-
727-5800. 
Pioche C of C: Box 127, Pioche, 89043; 77!>-962-5544. 
Tonopah C of C: 301 Brougher Ave., Box 869, Tonopah, 
89049; www.tonopahnevada.com; 77!>-4 2-3 59 for 
Tonopah information. 
Tonopah Convention Center: Box 408, 301 Brougher Ave., 
Tonopah, 89049; www.tonopahnevada.com; 77!>-482-
3558. 
lndlan Territory 
Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada: 680 Greenbrae Or., o. 265, 
Sparks, or Box 7440, Reno, 89510; 77!>-35!>-0600. 
Indian Territory: evada Commi ion on Tourism, 401 
Carson l., Carson City, 89701; www.travelnevada. 
com; 77!>-687-4322 or 800- EVADA-8. 

e nd National Park 
Death Valley National Parle Beatty Vi itor Center: 307 Main 
L, Beatty, 89003; 77!>-55~2200. Park: Death Valley, 

CA 9232 ; 760-78&-233 l. 
Great Basin National Parle evada Hwy. 488, Baker, 
9311; www.nps.gov/grba; 77!>-234-7331. 

Lake Mead National Recrealion Area: 601 evada Hwy., 
Boulder City, NV 89005; www.nps/gov/lame; 702-29~ 
8907. 
Nevada Division of State Parks: 1300 . Curry SL, Carson City, 

89710; www. tate.nv.us/stparks; 77!>-687-4370. 
Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area: HCR 33, Box 
5500, Las Vegas, NV 89124; www.redrockcanyon.blm.gov; 
702-36~1921. 

ore Outdoor Activities 
Bicycling in Nevada: evada Oeparunent of Transportation: 
1263 . tewan St., Carson City, 89712; W\\'W. 
bicyclenevada.com; 775-888-R.IOE. 
Bureau of Land Management: Main office: Reno, WW\\'.nv. 
blm.gov, 775-861-6400; Las Vegas, 702-647-5000; Elko, 
77!>-75~200; Winnemucca, 77!>-62~1500; Carson City, 
77!>-88!>-6000; Ely, 77!>-289-1800; Caliente, 77!>-726-8100; 
Battle Mountain, 77!>-63!>-4000; Tonopah, 77!>-482-7800 
for BLM information. 
Nevada Division of Wildlife: Main office: 1100 Valley Rd., 
Reno, 89512; www.state.nv.us/cnr/nvwild.life/; 77!>-
688-1500; Southern evada: 4747 W. Vegas Or., Las Vegas, 

910 ; 702-4 &-5133. 
Pyramid Lake Fisheries: Star Route, utcliffe, 8951 O; 
www.pyramidlakefisherie .org; 77!>-47&-0500 for Pyramid 
Lake Fi heries information. 
Humboldt-Tolyabe National Forest: www.fs.fed.us/htnf/; 1200 
Franklin Way, parks, 9431; 77!>-331-6444; 2 l . 
Valley View, uite 16, Las Vegas, 9102; 702-87™00; 
2035 Last Chance Rd., Elko, 9801; 77!>-738-5171. 

EXPLORE 

AUSTIN 

Taste the wide open 
spaces of the great 
outdoors and enjoy 

the authentic history 
of the American West 

Nevada's Oldest 
Mining Camp on the 

Loneliest Road in 
America-U.S. 50 

AumN'S SPECIAL EVENTS 

Annual Gridley Days 
Father 's Day Weekend 

Annual Claim Jumper 
Mountain Bike Race 
In August 

~ Annual Rock and 
Bottle Show 
Labor Day Weekend 

For more information, write or call: 

Greater Austin 
Chamber of Commerce 

P.O. Box 212 
Austin, NV 89310 
775-964-2200 
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AMERICAN 
Imperial Palace/Betty's Diner-794-3261 . Shakes, 
malts, and sundaes as well as sandwiches, soup, break­
fast bakery. B, L D. $. 
Imperial Palace/Burger Palace-794-3261 . Burgers, 
fries, and other fast-food items. B, 
LD.$ . 
Imperial Palace/Emperor's 
Buffet-731-3311 . Buffet offers 
carving station, roast baron of 
beef. B, L D. $. 
Imperial Palace/Imperial Buf­
fet-794-3261 . Prime rib and 
champagne dinner nighdy at the 
buffet. B, L D. $. 
Imperial Palace/Rib House-
794-3261. Barbecued ribs, chicken, 
blackened entrees. D. $$. 
Imperial Palace/Teahouse-
731-3311. Carving station with 
prime rib.Weekend brunch. B, L D. 
$. 
Riviera/Kady's Coffee Shop-
794-9403. B, L D. $-$$. 

INTERNATIONAL 
Riviera Hotel/Mardi Gras 
Food Court-734-5110 . Nine 
quick-service eateries featuring in­
ternational cuisine. B, L D. $, no 
credit cards. 
Riviera Hotel/World's Fare 
Buffet-794-9400. Buffet offers 
international cuisines plus prime 
rib. B, L D. $. 

ITALIAN 
Imperial Palace/Pizza Pal­
ace-794-3261. Pizza, pasta, sal­

AMERICAN 
Atlantis/Purple Parrot-Reno , 825-4700. Breakfast 
and American favorites served 24 hours a day. B, L D. 
$-$$. 
Atlantis/Toucan Charlie's Buffet-Reno,825-4700 . 

ads. L D. $. 
Riviera Hotel/Ristorante The White Orchid offers continental cuisine at the Peppermi/1 in Reno. 

ltaliano-794-9363. Italian eatery 
serves lobster Francaise, fresh seafood. D. $-$$$$. 

ASIAN 
Imperial Palace/MingTerrace-794-326 1. Mandarin 
and Cantonese cuisine, abalone, kung pao shrimp, roast 
duck. D. $$. 
Riviera Hotel/Rik' Shaw-794-9537 . Pineapple duck, 
orange roughy with black pepper sauce. D. $-$$. 

STEAK & SEAFOOD 
Imperial Palace/Embers---794-3261. Steaks and 
continental dishes, 28 menu choices. D. $$. 
Imperial Palace/Seahouse-794-3261. Alaskan crab 
legs, seafood salads. D, $$. 
Riviera Hotel/Kristofer's-794-9233. Steak, seafood, 
and chicken. D. $$. 
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Friday-night seafood buffet and Sunday champagne 
brunch. B, L D. $-$$. 
BestWestem Pillon Plaza Resort/Branding Iron 
Cafe and Margarita Saloon--Carson City, 885-9000. 
Western favorites at moderate prices. B, L D. $-$$. 
Carson Nugget/Buffet~82-1626. Sunday cham­
pagne brunch, Saturday breakfast buffet, Friday seafood 
buffet. B, L D. $. 
Carson Nugget/Coffee Sho~2-1626 . Open 24 
hours. B, L D. $. 
Carson Station/Station Grill and Rotisseri~3-
8400. Baby back ribs, fish specials. L D. $$. 
Carson Station/Station Restaurant~3-0900 . 
Homestyfe cooking. B, L D. $. 
Carson Valley Inn/Fiona's-Minden, 783-6650. 
Steaks, seafood, and nighdy specials. D, $$. 

Carson Valley Inn/Katie's-Minden , 782-9711. Four­
course prime rib dinner, steak and lobster, half-pound 
burgers, and breakfast specials. B, L D. $-$$. 
Carson Valley Inn/Michael's-M inden, 782-9711. 
Rack of lamb and seafood creations. D. $$. 
John Ascuaga's Nugget/Farm House Coffee 
Shop-Sparks, 356-3300. Old-fashioned home cooking, 
omelettes, pancakes, and fried chicken. B, L D. $. 

John Ascuaga's Nugget/ 
Gabe's Pub and Deli-Sparks, 
356-3300. Quick-service deli of­
fers snacks, sandwiches, desserts, 
pastries. B, L D. $. 
John Ascuaga's Nugget/ 
General Store-Sparks , 356-
3300. Prime rib, giant apple pan­
cake, seafood Louis, Sunday 
brunch. B, L D. $. 
John Ascuaga's Nugget/ 
Rotisserie-Sparks , 356-3300. 
Buffet, Sunday brunch. B, L D. $· 
$$. 
Peppermill/lsland Buffet-
826-2121. Chicken, seafood, prime 
rib, salads. B, L D. $, major. 
Peppermill/Food Court~26-
2 I 2 I. Mexican.Asian, Italian, ham­
burgers, and salad bar. B, L D. $, 
major. 
Peppermill/Peppermill Res­
taurant~26-2 I 2 I. Hamburg­
ers, salads, seafood, chicken. B, L 
D. $-$$, major. 
Ramada Inn & Speakeasy 
Casino/The Gatsby Cafe-
329-7400. B, L D. $, major. 

ITALIAN 
Atlantis/Cafe Alfresco- Reno, 
825-4700. Brick-oven pizzas, pas­
tas. L D. $. 
Atlantis/Monte Vigna Italian 
Ristorante-Reno , 825-4700. 
Tuscany-style Italian cuisine, 4,000-
bottJe wine cellar. D. $$-$$$. 

Eldorado/La Strada-Reno , 786-5700. Northern 
Italian cuisine feawring a variety of veal, chicken, and 
seafood entrees. The restaurant has an award-winning 
wine list. D. $$. 

INTERNATIONAL 
Eldorado/Bistro Roxy-Reno , 786-5700. Gourmet 
dishes include Chilean sea bass with Yukon gold pota­
toes and creamed spinach. D. $$. 
Eldorado/Chefs Buffet-Reno , 786-5700. USDA 
prime rib, homemade pastas, Mongolian grill, salad bar, 
dessert bar. B, L D. $. 
Eldorado/Choices-Reno , 786-5700. Deli, espresso 
bar, bakery, Asian Noodle Kitchen. B, L D. $. 
Eldorado/Tivoli Gardens-Reno , 786-5700. Multi­
ethnic, 24-hour restaurant. B, L D. $. 



BASQUE 
Louis' Basque Comer-30 I E. Fourth St., Reno, 323-
7203. Sweetbreads, tripe, paella, other seafood dishes. 
L. D. $$. 

ASIAN 
Eldorado/Golden Fortune-Reno , 786-5700. Hong 
Kong-style cuisine. D. $$. 
John Ascuaga's Nugget/Trader Dick's-Sparks , 
356-3300. Cashew chicken, Szechwan specialties, flam­
ing dagger brochette. L. D. $$. 

CONTINENTAL 
Peppermill/White Orchi~26-2 I 2 I. Filet mignon, 
seared ahi, medallions of elk, lobster. D. $$$-$$$$, major. 

STEAK & SEAFOOD 
Atlantis/Atlantis Seafood Steakhouse-Reno , 825-
4700. Steaks, prime rib, seafood, and pastas. D. $$$. 
Atlantis/Oyster Bar on the Sky Terrace-Reno, 
825-4700. Oysters, clams, shrimp, and lobster. L. D. $$. 
Carson NuggetJOyster Bar-882-1626 . Clam chow­
der, fish and chips, and pan roasts. L. D. $. 
Carson NuggetJSteak House-882-1626 . Veal 
scaloppini, scampi in dill sauce. D. $$. 
Eldorado/The Grill Steakhouse-Reno , 786-5700. 
Prime rib, seafood, and grilled entrees. D. $$. 
John Ascuaga's NuggetJOyster Bar-Sparks , 356-
3300. L.azyman's cioppino, seafood stews. L. D. $$. 
John Ascuaga's NuggetJSteak House-Sparks, 356-
3300. Prime rib, steak, and lobster. L. D. $$. 
PeppermilVSteak House-826-2121 . Steaks, seafood, 
chicken, salads. D. $$$-$$$$, major. 

MEDITERRANEAN 
John Ascuaga's NuggetJRestaurante Orozko­
Sparks, 356-3300. Veal medallions saltimbocca, braised 
lamb shank, paella valenciana. D. $$-$$$. 

BREW PUBS 
Eldorado/The Brew Brothers-Reno , 786-5700. 
Gourmet pizzas, ribs, barbecue shrimp, sausage sampler. 
L. D. $. 

AMERICAN 
Caesars Tahoe/Cafe Roma-Stateline , 588-3515. 
Lamb chops, prime rib. B, L. D. $-$$. 

ITALIAN 
Caesars Tahoe/Primavera-Stateline , 588-3515. 
Linguini carbonara, tenderloin pizzaiola. D. $$. 

ASIAN 
Caesars Tahoe/Empress Court-Stateline, 588-
3515. Szechwan, Mandarin. D. $$. 

STEAK & SEAFOOD 
Caesars Tahoe/Broiler Room-Stateline , 588-3515. 
Prime rib, seafood, Cajun specialties. D. $$. 

LOVELOCK: Rannada lnn/Sturgeon's--273-2971 . 
Coffee shop open 24 hours, family dining room. Fiesta 
Room supper club Tuesday-Sawrday. Steaks, seafood, 
Mexican dishes. B, L, D. $-$$$. 
WINNEMUCCA: Model T/Casino Restaurant-
623-2588. Chicken strips, chicken-fried steak, prime rib 
special, ribeye steak, fried prawns. B, L. D. $. 

Wendover Area Chamber 

of Commerce & Tourism 

POBox2468 

89883 

See Hoover Dam aboard the 
Desert Princess 

• Outrageous Scenery 
• Outrageous Food 
• Outrageous Hospitality 

New for 2000 
• PWC Guided Tours 
• Jet-Boat Tours 

Reservations & Cruise Information 

(702) 293-6180 
ui,, Meall Cn.- • ., - Camsaorw ci .. - P1II< Serw:e. 
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Review 

A New 'World' Order 
"One World" brings a universe of dance and amazing feats 

to the Eldorado Hotel. By D. Brian Burghart 

T
he Eldorado Hotel' late t produc­
tion, "One World," works hard to en­
gage its audience. Even as audience 
member get comfortable in the 

Reno hotel-<:asino's showroom, jugglers 
and clown play a "think fast" game of 
catch with the crowd and pull folks from 
their eats to blow up balloon . The how­
goers become the entertainment, and 
after a moment of tage fright or a fum­
bled to , they love it. 

That sen e of engagement carrie "One 
World" through its nine high-energy move­
ments. However, the show, created by 
David King, who also developed the 
Eldorado 's "Spirit of the Dance," offers 
more than audience participation. There' 
even a tory. "One World" begin in a 
brui e-colored, po t-apocalyptic world. 
After doom day, all the world' urvivors 
come together to earch for a new Eden 
through dancing. 

But who need a tory when you have 
uch torytellers? The 45 cast members 

come from 10 group of nationalitie and 
training. Dance tyles include tango, fla­
menco, alsa, Latino, Iri h, Scotti h, and 
tap. 

The tars are the Celtic International 
Dance Company, the Russian Co acks, 
and the irque Acrobats of China. Each 
group adds a pectacular omething to the 
how, and it would be difficult to ay which 

group i be L If you like eltic dance, 
you're going to enjoy the Iri h dance num­
ber and the cotti h word dance. For fan 
of operatic inging, critics have ung the 
praise of Benjamin Lake, the how' 22-
year-0ld tenor. 

The hine e irque crobats from 
Beijing begin with impre ive, gumball-col­
ored dancing dragon and acrobats and 
worn n twirling aucers at the end of long 
pole . It's a later act, the Lights of the 
Orient, that 'll drop your jaw. There ' a 
moment when three female contortioni ts 
create a column in a pine-wrenching , 
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Gavin Skinner and Lydia Lym are among the cast of international dancers appearing in "One World," the 
production show at the Eldorado in Reno. The Australian duo are world-champion ballroom dancers. 

foot-to-ear di combobulation that defie 
de cription. Frankly, if the e young women 
weren't o beautiful and graceful, the pose 
would be perverse. 

The Russian Co acks, contrary to their 
name, aren't black-hatted high kickers. 
They are gymnasts, acrobats, and clown . 
The Co acks appear in two of the how' 
be t numbers. During a Hula Hoop bit 
one Co ack i rai ed on a rope to the ceil­
ing, where he wiggle four hoop into mo­
tion. The Grand Russian Olympia feature 
double-dutch rope jumping, and , in a 
tunning, urreal exhibition , a 12-year-0ld 

Russian boy, Valeri Kouznetsov , i u ed as 
the rope. 

The dancing in "One World" i military 
in its preci ion. Two couple in particular , 
Miriam Jone and Daniel Wilkin on and 
Lydia Lym and Gavin kinner , do extraor­
dinary work. The whole cast hine in the 
tribute to Broadwa choreographer Bob 
Fo e, e pecially when they it on the edge 

of the tage for an over-the-top hand jive. 
The last number i a '50 tyle rock 'n' 

roll medley. Performers invite the audi­
ence to tand and clap while dancers boo­
gie frenetically on the tage and in the 
ai le . It ' yet another chance for cast mem­
bers to bring the audience into their 
world. 

Show Notes "One World" appears at the Eldorado 
Hotel in downtown Reno. how 
time are 7 and 9:30 p.m. Tue day 

through unday (dark Monda y). Adult 
how tickets are 26.95 every night except 
aturday , when the co ti 31.95. hildren 

under 12 pay 19.95; o do niors (60 and 
over) for all hows except aturda y' . Call 
the Eldorado, 00-648-5966 or 775-7 6-
5700, for re ervation . 

D. Brian Burghart is a Reno uniter. 
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Recreation 

Blackjack, baccarat, 

and ... bowling? Ye , and 

a growing number of 

evada casino will let 

you rock while you roll. 

By Sharon Carter 

A 
a teenager in the 1960 , I oft~n bab, ·­
at my two younger cou m on 

Thursday nights while my aunt and 
uncle bowled in a I ague at the 

howboat lane . The fact that th bowling 
alley was tuck d in ide a Las egas asino 
didn't eem out of the ordinary. till, my 
aunt and uncle and th ir fellow k glers felt 
a pecial pride. Th y could t II out-of­
towners not only that they bowled in a 

evada casino, but that their 24-lane alley 
was big enough to attract American 
Bowling ngre tournaments, including 
th national final . 

Today the howboat, r centl renamed 
the Castawa , till counts bowling as a 
major attraction and, at I 06 Ian , i the 
large t bowling center in the nited 

tate . But as a bowling-minded casino, it 
i no longer alon . eventeen casino 
throughout evada now offer bowling 
alle along with blackjack, baccarat, and 
bingo. 

Of course, thee aren't imply alley . 
They are tate-of-th -art bowling cent 
that feature automatic coring, ball track­
ing, profe ional in truction, child care, 

The Gold Coast offers 72 lanes in Las Vegas (top). At left, 
David Richardson shows his form at the Castaways. At 
right, Carson City keglers Bill Evans and Rick and Judy 
Watkins replay their last game at the Pinon Plaza. 

and ,;deo monitors that will replay your 
last game ju t as th y do n 1V. ome 
centers hold "moonlight," "co mic," and 
"xtreme" bowling nights-while bowling 
in the dark, you try to knock down glow­
in-the-dark pin . dd hypnotic laser hm, , 
fogg rs, and thundering music from nu­
merou p akers, and the bowling centers 
tum into di o nightclubs-place where 
you an r ck while ·ou roll. 

Much of casino bowling' growth de­
rive from hotel ' efforts to attract local 
gamblers and the booming population of 
the Las egas all y. For example, bowling 
i a major attraction at the Gold Coast, 
Texas tation, and other Las gas hotel­
casino that have big local following . 

Thu vi iting bowlers can tak advan­
tage of th growing number of casino 
lane (as well as the tate' many excellent 

bowling centers that are not affiliated with 
casino ) . Although leagues take up mo t 
lanes in the evening, drop-in players will 
find open lane at other time ( ee "Rock 
and Bowl" on page 73). ome centers hav 
open bowling on weekends, and Texas 

tation keep 20 lane open at all time . 
Even during prime league time, promo­
tion managers may be able to re erve 
lane for group of 40 or more and, de­
pending on the ea.son, put together pe­
cial package deal that include room , 
dining, and bowling. 

rui the lane at the Orlean or 
am' Town, and you'll ee a few eriou 

keglers who could flirt with 300, but mo t 
pla ers will be league memb rs and hotel 
gue ts who have found a low-budget way to 
relieve tre and hang out with friend , 
family, b ers, and Buffalo wings. After all, 
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the sport's appeal annol be denied. Done 
harp, bowling manag r al the uncoasl in 

Las Vegas, poinLs oul, "Bowling is a great 
sport b cause it an b play d year-round, 
is good exerci. e, and pro\;d the chance 
tom ·et p op l ands ialize." 

Reno Hillon bowling manager Todd 
Thomp. on, a fonn r Louring profe: ional, 
sa . bowling is particularly compatible \\;lh 
gaming. "B wlers just like Lo wag ·r. You 
know, ' I b l I can mak i1., and 'I b L you 
can't. Anol.her reason bowlers come i 
that the bowling enter is attached to the 
casino," he adds. The Reno Hilton' bowl­
ing c nt r, whi h open d \,ith th hotel 
(th n the M ,M rand) in 197 . i op n 
24 hours. Th mps n ay. "Our league 
play brings in 3,000 to 4,000 lo al. per 
week." 

me asinos use bowling, like slot tour­
namenL, and golf packages, Lo Jun• group . . 
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For instan e, the Pinon Plaza in Carson 
Cit, schedule leagu s and hold bowling 
partie for c rpora te group , tra\'eling 
t umamenl.l, famih r union., and ol.her 
sp ial o asion . . To he lp b wler. keep in 
tune ,,;l.h th ir game, I.he Pinon Plaza'. 
bowling center, lo ated next to I.he main 

Players have lots of elbow room on the Castaways' 
106 lanes (top leH). Suncoast bowlers get in a cos­
mic mood (top right). Kids find bowling right down 
their alley during a birthday party at Pillon Plaza 
(leH) while a bowler cleans her ball {below). 

re id nl.l. "In le. s than 10 years we\e 
gro\\11 to 30,000," he sa\ .. "Wil.h mam of 
our residenL, commuting LO Las Vegas, 60 
mile . am.\\, we aw the ne d to giv me­
thing a little different." \fountain View 
chedule l.hree rnuth leagues. . antoro 

adds, "The tud nl of I.he monl.h at each 

"Bowling is a great sport because it can be played year­
round and provides the chance to soc·alize." 

c~ ino, off< rs a kids' ar ad and ·upenis d 
child care. 

Rural Ca! ino . credit their bowling op­
erntion. \,ith enhan ing a en of c m­
munity. Bill antoro, dire l r f non­
gaming op ration . al the \fountain \'i w 
Recreation ,enter, ay that when he 
mO\·ed l Pahmmp, th L0\\11 had 6,000 

of our · hools is awarded a free h ur-and­
a-half of bowling and piu.a. ne day a 
w ek we ha\·e free bowling for home-

h oled kids." 
Casino \\'est, a ~ ino on Yerington' . 

Main . treet, opened ill bowling enter in 
1991. Director \fany Howard sees his 12-
lane operation both as a boost to the 
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casino and its Pizza Factory and al o as a 
community gath ring place. Howard ay 
the bowling center and the casino' 0-
room motel elevate Casino We t to "mini­
re ort" tatu. 

"At 1.50 per game, w probably till 
have the cheape t open bowling in the 
tate," Howard ays. "The majority of the 

people who play here are in local league 
... but we al o ho t tatewide tournaments 
and pecial events. And while the bowling 
by itself doe n 't tum a profit, it i a major 
plu for the community. It brings the 
people in." 

In Laughlin, the River ide Re. ort 
op ned its 34-lane bowling c nter in 1999. 
Bowling Center Manager Brian Marko\\iU, 
a fonner touring pro, helped create the 
center' ergonomic de ign and dictated 
its modemi tic tyle. "We won the 1999 
Bawlns']oumal d ign award, and for our 
ize, we are the bu. i t bowling cent r in 

the country," Marko,\itz sa, .. The Ri,er­
ide' lane , like mo. t in V gas and the 

Reno Hilton' , are op n 24 hours. 
i itors to downtown Reno can top b, 

the ational Bowling tadium and tour i 
public areas. The ix-year-0ld bowling 
mecca, operated by the Reno- par · 

onvention and i itors Authorit\, ho 
major tournam nts of th American 
Bowling ongre and the \\'omen· 
International Bowling Congre on it: , 
lane . Generally, the public can bowl there 
only during pecial periods, as during Hot 

ugust ights, but the tadium has e,eral 
public attraction : a big- er en theater. 
pro hop elling clothing and equipment. 
and Paul Revere' Kicks! Diner and Dance 

lub. Vi itors al o can watch toumamen 
like the big AB event thi ummer. 

bowling has become part of th fab­
ric of evada gaming, the state' original 
tenpin casino has adapted. "For years 
we've been the large t bowling center in 
the country-and till are," ays former 
touring pro bowler Meida John on, the 

howboat/Castaways' tournament man­
ager. "We're famou for our High Rollers 
tournaments. We've had our High Roller 
Military, uper Bowl, and various holida 
tournaments for years." 

One change at the Castawa , John on 
note , is that now the 106-lane bowling 
center has two distinct ide . Whil 70 
lane remain traditional tournament tyle, 
the other ection of 36 can go co mic. "It 
has the lights and the ound ) tern," he 
ays. "It' our party ide." 

haron Carter, a jacks Valley writer, has bawled 
in both Southern and arthern evada but de­
clines to reveal her scores. 
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Here's a kegler's 

guide to 17 casino 

bowling centers 

in Nevada. 

By Wilma LaRocca 

C
asino gue ts ready to go on a real roll 
\\ill find bowling alley in 17 evada 
casino . The bowling centers range 

\\idel~ in ize. Th Castawa) in Las Vegas 
ha 106 lanes, making th form r 
howboat bowling center the large tin the 

countrv. Others range from 12 lane at 
· ino We tin Yerington to 72 lane at the 

Id Coast in Las Vegas. Many are open 
·round the clock. 

Vi. itors who wi h to go bowling will find 
that league u ually dominate play in af­
ternoons and evenings, o morning and 
after 9 p.m. are the easie t time to get a 
lane. Late-night vi itors will find plenty of 
open lane . ome center offer more flex­
ible hours for drop-in players. For exam­
ple, Tex tation de ignate 20 lane for 

pen bowling 24 hours a day. 
eral casino bowling centers feature 

-, , , mic.- "midnight," or "glow" bowling. 
Thi inn ,-ation tran form the bowling 
center into a glow-in-the-dark di co with 
trobe:-, lasers, black lights, glow balls and 

pin . and a ound tern to complete the 
magi me centers offer co mic bowling 
uiwble for children and teenagers. 

Follo\\ing are p cial feature of 
. 'eYada' casino bowling centers. Be ure 
to call ahead to confirm open-bowling 
time . Bowle al o will find numerou 
none ino bowling centers in Las egas, 
Reno. and other evada communitie . 

La: Vegas Area 
Castaways (formerly the 

2 00 Fremont t., Las Vegas, 
Call 702-3 5-91 ·3, e-mail info@showboat­
lv.com, W\V\V. howboat-lv.com. 106 lane . 
Co t per game 2.25, juniors and eniors 

1.75, ho rental 1.75. Open 24 hours. 
nack bar and coffee hop. With 106 lane , 

the Castawa i the large t bowling center 
in the .S. and ho ts many pre tigiou 

tournaments, including Mega-Buck High 
Roller. The enormous pro hop i b ing 
doubled in ize. Privat and group le on 
and clini , child care, lockers, and meet­
ing room ar offer d. The Family Fun 
package ( 19.95) include 90 minute of 
bowling for up to four, including hoe 
rental, nack, and soft drink. Op n play i 
usually available except from 6-9 p.m. 
daily, when league occupy the lane . 

Gold Coast: 400 W. Flamingo Rd., Las 
Vegas, 89103. Call 702-367-4700, 
W\V\v.goldcoastcasino.com. 72 lanes. Co t 
per game 1.50- 2.50 (evenings more), 

"Cosmic" or "midnight" 
bowling trans£ orms the 

tenpin center into a 
glow-in-the-dark disco. 

hoe rental 1.75. Open 24 hours. nack 
bar feature pizza. ocktail lounge. Private 
in tructors, equipment lock rs, video ar­
cade, and many league program are 
offered. o mic bowling 9 p.m.-2 a.m. Fri.-

at. at 3 p r gam . Open lanes daily ex­
cept 5:30-9 p.m., when league play, and 
after 9 p.m. 

Mahoney's Silver Nugget: 2140 . Las 
Vegas Blvd., orth Las Vegas, 89030. 
Call 702-320-2695. 24 lane . Co t per game 

l 9 a.m.-6 p.m. (evenings more), shoe 
rental 1.75. Open 9 a.m.-midnight Sun.­
Thurs., till 1:30 a.m. Fri.-Sat. nack bar 
with pizza and chicken fing rs. ocktail 
bar. Cosmic bowling 7 p.m.-1:30 a.m. Fri.-
at. and 9 p.m.-midnight Tues. Open 

lane are available 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and after 
9 p.m. except on co mic bowling days. 

The Orleans: 4500 W. Tropicana Ave., 
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Las Vegas, 9103. Call 702-365-7111, 
www.orleanscasino.com. 70 lane . Co t per 
game 2.35, seniors and juniors 1.75, 
hoe rental 1.50. Open 24 hours. nack 

bar has fast food. Cocktail lounge. Pro 
hop provide ball fitting, drilling, and 

coaching. ideo arcade, lockers, meeting 
room , and party and group package ar 
offered at the Orleans. Open lane till 5 
p .m. and after 9 p.m. 

Sam's Town: 5111 Boulder Highway, Las 
Vegas, 89122. Call 702-456-7777, 
www.samstown.com. 56 Jane . o t per 
game 1.60- 2 ( pecial 75¢), hoe rental 

1.50. Sunday Rent-a-Lane 5 per hour 9 
a.m.-noon for up to ix players. Op n 24 
hours . The snack bar i a McDonald' . 
Co ktail lounge. Xtreme bowling Fri.-Sat. 
midnight-4 a.m. at 16 per hour per lane 
for up to ix players . Amateurs Bowlers 
Spring ationals Tournament i cheduled 
March 26- pril 1. League pla · 6-9 p.m. 
dai ly. Open lane 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. week­
day , noon-5 p.m. at., and all day Sun. 
Open play after 9 p.m. Tue ., Wed., and 
Thurs. and after 11 p.m. Mon. and Fri. 

Santa Fe Station: 4949 . Rancho Dr., 
Las Vegas, 9193. Call 702-658-4995, 
w1.vw. antafecasino.com. 60 Jane . o t per 
game 1.75- 2, hoe rental 1.75. Open 24 
hours. nack bar has hamburgers, chicken 
fingers, and tacos. ursery services, video 
arcade, in tant replay, and events package 

Reno's National Bowling 
Stadium has a big-screen 

theater, Kicks! dance club, 
and huge pro shop. 

ar offered. Op n bowling morning and 
after 9 p.m. dail except Friday, when lane 
are open after midnight. 

Suncoast: 9090 Alta Dr., Las Vegas, 
9145. all 702-636-7111, www.suncoast 

casino.com. 64 lane . Co t per game 1.40-
2.35, hoe rental 1.50. Open 24 hours. 
nack bar and cocktail bar are next to the 

lane . Lockers, arcade, and table with 
touch creen are offered. o mi bowling 
9 p.m.-2 a.m. Fri. at. at 3 p r game. 
Open Jane dail before 9 a.m., from 3-5 
p.m., and after 9 p.m. except Fri. at. 
evenings. 

Sunset Lanes : 4451 E. un et Rd., 
Henderson, 9014. Call 702-736-2695, 
www.renatas.com. Thi mall casino ( lot 
machines only) has 40 lane . o t p r 
game 1.75- 2.50, hoe rental 1.50. Op n 
8:30 a.m.-1 a.m. Mon.-Thurs., till 4 a.m. 
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The pro shop at Sam's Town in Las Vegas carries shirts, shoes, balls, and other bowling necessities. 

Fri. un. nack bar pecialize in nacho ; 
the Alligator ports Grill has food and 
drinks. Private in truction can be 
arranged. Open bowling :30 a.m.-5 p.m. 
and after 9 p.m. daily; 5:30-8:30 re erved 
for league . 

Terrible's Town: 642 Boulder Highway, 
Henderson, 9015. Call 702-564-711 . 
16 lane . o t per game 1- 1.25, mid­
night-8 a.m. two for 1 (more on week­
end ) , shoe rental 1. Open 24 hours. 

nack bar has full menu, including break­
fast. Scotch Double Tournament 9 p.m. 

at., man-woman team, 21 and older. 
Open lane till 5 p .m. daily and after 9 
p.m. League play from 5-9 p.m. Thurs.­
Fri., when ome Jane are op n. 

Texas Station: 2101 Texas tar Lane, 
Las Vegas, 9032. Call 702-631-1000, 
www.texas talion.com. o t per game 

1.75- 2.75, hoe rental 1.75. 60 lane. 
Open 24 hours. Snack bar and co ktail bar 
with lounge. osmic bowling uitable for 
familie 5-10 p.m. Fri. at., with nightclub 
bowling beginning at 11 p.m. The center 
de ignate 20 lane for op n bowling 24 
hours daily. 

Laugh i 
Riverside Lanes: 1650 asino Dr., 

Laughlin, 9029. Call 702-298-2535, 
www.riverside.com. 34 lane . o t per 
game 1.75- 2.75. Open 24 hours. nack 
bar and Hall of Fame cocktail bar. 
Laughlin' only bowling center offers 
B wler Track lane that chart ball reaction 
from foul Jin to head pin, touch- creen 

coring, upervi ed children' play center 
( 5 per hour), meeting room , eating for 
gue ts, 27-inch monitors over Jane , lock­
ers, and weeper package with room 
rate . o mic bowling Mon., Fri., and at. 
beginning at 9 p.m. Open play Mon.-Fri. 
before 5 p.m. and after 9 p.m. and all day 

un. at. i re erved for league . 

Mesquite 
Virgin River: 915 Me quite Blvd., 

Me quite, 9024. Call 702-346-7777. 
24 Jane . o t per game 1.50- 2.50, hoe 
rental 1. Op n 24 hours. nack bar fea­
ture hot dogs, hamburgers, and oup. 
Lounge with bar. Bleachers available for 
tournaments. Free in truction during play. 
Op n play till 5:30 p.m. and from 9 p.m.­
midnight mo t evening . un. pecial: 9 
a.m.-noon, 10 for three hours play, in­
cluding hoe rental, for ix. Mon. pecial: 
9 p.m.-midnight, 50¢ per game, hoe 
rental, hot dog, or beer. Fri. pecial: 9 a.m.-
4 p.m, 75¢ per game. 

Pahrump 
Mountain View Recreation Center: 

Calvada Blvd. and Pahrump Valley Blvd., 
Pahrump, 904 . Call 775-727-7777. 24 
lane . Co t per gam 2 open bowling, 1 
league, hoe rental 75¢- l. Open daily 

:30 p.m.-midnight. nack bar offers three 
game plu large Hot Stuff Pizza for 

12.99, or three game for 5 per player. 
o mic bowling for familie 2-5 p.m. and 

up rvi ed co mic bowling for teenagers 9 
p.m.-midnight at. (no moking, no drink-



ing), $5 per hour, shoes included. 
The center hosts the Women's 
,tate Bowling Tournament in 

May. Open lanes till 12:30 p.m. 
daily and after 9 p.m. except Sat. 

Reno 
ational Bowling Stadium: 300 
:enter St., Reno , NV 89504. 

Call 775-334-2600 for Kicks! Diner 
and Dance Club, 702-334-2434 for 
ltadium Theater, 800-304-2695 

for Personal Video Analysi, 
(CATS) and bowling instruction. 
78 lanes. Not open to the public 
for bowling but open 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. daily for visitors to look 
around, shop, and attend mO\ie,. 
Open to spectators for tourna­
ments, to convention groups and 
parties, and for open bowling during ,pe­
cial events such as Hot August :-;i;hb. 
Parties can arrange for glow bowlin;. 'The 
pro shop is the state's largest Paul Reni·re' 
Kicks! Diner and Dance Club ha., lunch 
and a soda fountain. The >-'BS h 
ing wall, Pendleton shop. gi.mt--creen 
theater, and computer-aided t-.. ,v.iing in­
truction lane. The :--:BS Lo,t- the 

American Bowling Con!!Te­
nament in June 2001. 

Nevada 
Historical Calendars 

Half 0 
(we're practically giving them away) 

_. listlliql ta11■ar 

GET A CALENDAR RIGHT HERE' 
To take advantage of this offer, simply send 
your order with payment (S6, includes s&h) 

to NEVADA MAGAZINE Calendars. 
401 N. Carson St., Suite 100 
Carson City, NV 89701 ·4291. 

Or order online at www.nevada-magazine.com. 
Just click on the NE\'ADA MAGAZINE Online Gift Shop's 

calendar icon. Your calendars will be sent immediately. 
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Reno Hilton: 2500 E. Second St., Reno, 
• ~· S9595. Call 775-789-2295, www.reno 
hilton.com. 50 lanes. Cost per game $1.80-
~ .40. $2.95 after 6 p.m., shoe rental $1.75-
~- Open 24 hours. Snack bar and cocktail 
,unge \\ith darts and billiards. Color 1V 

monito~. bleachers for special events, in-
tructo~. Open play from 8 a.m.-5 p.m . 
,( ~ -T-1e~. and Thurs.-Fri., and after 9 

p.~. ~un.-Thurs. League play at the Reno 
H . · r. w.kes place on Wed. till 9 p.m. 
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Carson City 
Pinon Plaza: 2171 Highway 50 

East, Carson City, NV 89701. Call 
775-885-9000. 32 lanes. Cost per 
game S1.80-$2.05, shoe rental 
75¢-$1.50. Open 9 a.m.-midnight 
,un.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-2 a.m. Fri . .Sat. 
nack bar is Pizza Hut Express. 

Ten Pin cocktail lounge. Fri. spe­
cial: $1 per game for seniors. 
Open play daily after 1 p.m. and 
all day Fri . .Sun. Mornings on 
Mon.-Thurs. are busy with 
leagues, but some lanes are open. 

Yerington 
Casino West: 11 N. Main St., 

Yerington, NV 89447. Call 775-
463-3355. 12 lanes. Cost per game 

1.50, juniors and seniors $1, 
hoe rental $1. Open 1-9 p.m. Mon.­

Thurs., 9 a.m.-11 p.m. Fri . .Sat., 9 a.m.-9 
p.m. Sun. Snack bar and Pizza Factory. 
Director Marty Howard has open lane 
available during non-league hours such as 
1-4 p.m. Mon.-Wed. (none Thurs.), 9 a.m.-
7 p.m. and after 9:30 p.m. Fri., and all day 
,at. and Sun . 

Wilma La.Rncca is a Nevada Magazine edit~ 
rial assistant. 

LOUIS & LORRAINE ERREGUIBLE 'S 

Since 1967 
Where The Locals Go 

AUTHENTIC BASQUE FOODS 
SERVED FAMILY STYLE 

Lunch: Tuesday thru Saturday, 
11 :30a.m. 2:30p.m. 

Dinner: Served Nightly, 
5:00p.m. 9:30p.m. 

BANQUET ROOMS FOR SPECIAL PARTIES 

Mojor Credit Cords Accepted 

For Reservations 
PHONE 323-7203 

301 EAST FOURTH STREET 

FREE PARKING/ JUST 3 BLOCKS FROM CASINOS 
I BLOCK FROM THE NATIONAL BOWL/NG STADIUM 

"RENO'S MOST UNIQUE 
DINING EXPERIENCE" 
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(Continued from Page 19) 

York upper club Lotus, while Brad 
John on was a partner in Hollywood' 
Sun et Room, a throwback to Tin el 
Town' heyday. They hope V Bar will im­
ilarly ugge t a stylized ver ion of clas ic 
Vegas, with its 50-foot glas wall lined by a 
long banquette and chai e lounge . The 
idea i that you will it and chat in tead of 
dancing the night away. But if dance you 
mu t, the tab le are reinforced to upport 
whatever groove the tate-of-the-art sound 
ystem move you to. 

For tho e who don't like dealing with 
fashion police or waiting in line at club , 
Harrah' Las Vegas (800-392-9002) took 
the ultimate come-as-you-are approach 
with its Carnaval Court. Thi hangout be­
came one of the first outdoor bar to cap­
ture the sidewalk' midway appeal. Mi ters 
or outdoor torches make adju tments for 
the weather, and you'll even find outdoor 
blackjack table during bu y times of the 
year. 

But the Carnaval didn't top with a cool 
location . Harrah' auditioned "flair," or 
p rforming, bartender to do the type of 
jugg ling and fire-breathing tun ts een in 
the Tom Crui e movie Cocktail. The tar 

bartender i Mig Gradeckas, who has won 
contests with hi abi lity to balance nine 
layer of bottles and glas e while walking 
around the bar witl1 them. The only per-

The dancing and mingling are fast-paced at Club Z, a nightclub inside the Lake Tahoe Horizon at Stateline. 

on who could po sibly up tage that act i 

Hilton's tar Trek: The Experience, but 
the devotee of Star Trek will find no bet­
ter place to quaff a Vulcan erve Pinch or 
Klingon Warnog Ale. Klingon frequently 
hang out in the chrome-trimmed eatery, 
where neon line the building upports 
and "lightning" crackle behind glass over 
the bar. Fan who brave an Alien e-

l1t t/4e fil"wile Lo«lffe at t/4e Pe;;el"1Kif~ 

1011. 'ff ft~I a llf t~ o/ eat1~0 «JOI"~/"~ bu.t1~wt 

;eo;fe, al(I tii bfl.llft al(I i«l(l(tet 1at/4e/"el 

cretion or Plutonium 
Punch ("You 'II defi­
nitely ee tar !" the 
menu proclaim ) can 
keep the ouvenir glas 
bearing the pace-
que t logo. 

If you really want 
to cool out away from 
the touri t zone, you 
can hoi ta Guinne at 

Q./"Ou.l(d t/4e /4u.jt eel(ttl" ft~e;fo.ee /it. 
Cook E. Jarr, the quinte ential lounge 
inger who performs late ets on week­

end. 
A bit west of the trip, the Rio (800-

PLAY-RIO) al o u es its real e tate to max­
imum impact: The Voodoo ounge and 
Cafe , on the 50th and 51 t floors of the 
Rio' Masquerade Village addition, i al­
way packed with people catching the 
jazzy lounge band in ide or the romantic 
patio view outside. 

Romantic may not b 
de cribe Quarks Bar 
(702-697- 725) in ide 

the be t word to 
and Res n 
the La ega 
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J C. \\-o -1ou 111, the only place that 
might be prone to a jig breaking out in-
ide the up cale Regent La Vegas ( 77-
69-8777) in uburban ummerlin. The 

Iri h pub' furniture was built in Ireland 
for added authenticity. The place u ually 
i crowded with local who fulfill the pub' 
goal of a cozy ocial environment free of 
gaming and big- creen 1V . 

Mike Weathnford is an entertainment uniter for the 
Las Vegas Re,~ew:Joumal. He also unvte abaut 
a.ftemoon rnmes in this ismes Nevada Dilendar 
feature, " haws That Don 't ¼ail Until Dark. " 

By D. Brian Burghart 

T he Atlantis Nightclub in ide the 
Atlanti Re ort ( 00-723-6500) in 

Reno i a nautical place to hang if you're 
in the mood for loud music, flashing 
lights, and a youthful crowd. An octopu 
over ee the dance floor, and harks and 
ocean wav hang from the ceiling. Thi 
party-oriented nightclub features theme 
nights, like Babe Watch Wedne days and 
La 1da Loca Thursdays. 

more ubdued option i the Fu-eside 
LoU111ge in ide the Peppermill (800-648-
6992). t the Fire ide you'll find a mix of 
casino work rs, bu ine people, and ki 
bum and bunnie gathered around the 
huge center fireplace pit. The uninten­
tionally retro Fire ide Lounge boasts one 
of Reno' be t happy hours, erving free 
hor d'oeuvre from 4 to 8 p.m. 

Downtown, you'll find a du ter of three 
good hangouts in one hotel, the Eldorado 
(800-648-5966). For food and a variety of 
fre h-brewed beers, you can tap into Brew 
Broiliers , a microbrewery, re taurant, and 
dance club. Thi room, with concrete 
floors and huge copp r fixtur and brew­
ing vats, feature live blue and rock 'n' 
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roll. The bar u uall offers eight micro­
brews, and the lection of agave tequilas 
and ingle-malt cotches will make you 
wi h you'd re erred a room in the hotel. 

mor up cale option i Bistro Roxy , 
tucked n ar the Eldorado' ornate foun­
tain. ext to th r taurant i the plac to 
hang: You 'II find a lounge with a piano bar 
and over tuffed chairs. Th Roxy bar of­
fers 102 version of the martini, mploy­
ing every flavor from chocolate to 
cranberry. piano player and torch inger 
keep the atmo phere lively. 

The Eldorado' BuBinga Lounge i a 
nightclub for people who want to dance 
or relax to the o thing tone of hip-hop, 
hou e, and tranc mu ic. The casino 
pent 4 million on the room, which in-

dud a 25,000-watt ound tern. Men 
hould wear lacks. 

If you want thatched huts, tiki glasse , 
and a bar that incorporat s freeway infra­
tructure into its decor, Trader Dick's , in­
ide John cuaga' ugget ( 00-648-

1177) in parks, i a tropical hideaway. If 
you want to hang out, go to th non asino 
ide of the 6,000-gallon, 30-ton aquarium. 

With the right combination of libation 
and Polyne ian appetizers, you'll fe I as if 
you're at Duke' Canoe lub on Waikiki 
Beach. Here' a ugge tion: Order on of 
the ouvenir corpion for 14. 

Whether it' ki or mountain-bike ea-
on, Lake Taho ' outh hore draw a 

youthful crowd that play hard during the 
day and even harder at night. gathering 
place for thi en rgetic group i Club Z 
(775-588-6211), a nightclub in ide the 
Lake Tahoe Horizon at tateline. The 
club, which aim to be outh hore' mo t 
woman-friendly room, has a black ceiling 
and black wall punctuated with wall 
lights and art. mirrored ball over the 
dance floor enhances the club' retro feel. 

lub Z plays traditional nightclub mu ic 
like hip hop, '70 and '80 dance hits, and 
Top 40 tunes with ome international club 
mixe tirred in. It ' open from 9 p.m. till 
the crowd give up Wedne day through 
Saturday. 

Club ero , in ide Cae ars Tahoe ( 8-
829-7630), i outh hore' dgiestdance 
club. It has a modem, techno flavor. The 
energy level is high, which uits the 20-
omething clientele. The predominant 

color is black, but spot lighting, neon tubing, 
and a tate-of-the-art laser tern brighten 
the room. The caged go-go dancers make 
you wonder which decade it i . 

The Circle Bar at the Cal- eva Re ort 
(800-CAL-NEV: ) in Crystal Bay i a casino 
bar that al o i a good place to hang out. 
You'll be reminded of former owner 

The Eldorado is a haven of hipster hangouts with its BuBinga Lounge (top), Bistro Roxy, and Brew Brothers, 
all of which feature live music. From left, Wally Jones and Michele Marie perform at Roxy's Lounge in 
Bistro Roxy, while Darcy and Gil entertain at BuBinga. Bands often play at BuBinga and Brew Brothers. 

Frank inatra and famou gue ts like 
Marilyn Monroe as you ip an Old Blue 
Eyes-a mixture oft quila, triple ec, and 
lime juice that i the bar's specialty. wing-
hift bartender Alexa adman ays the 

drink has in ligated more than one mar­
riage. With the Lake Tahoe view outside, 
the tained-glas dome over the bar, and 
the wood y decor all around, the ircle 
Bar is a cozy, attractiv place to kick back 
and enjoy ome hi tory. 

One of the lake' nightlife crets i 
Cutthroat's Saloon in ide the Hyatt 

Regency Lake Tahoe (775-832-1234) in 
Incline Village. This hideaway lounge 
lacks only public awarene to make it the 
most popular watering hole on the north 
hore; the only drawback i the casino 

lounge music. If you didn't know you were 
in a casino, you'd wear you were in a 
mountain lodge with wall dotted with an­
tique and We tern memorabilia-a place 
where you can truly lounge . 

D. Brian Burghart is a parks freel,ance writer 
and Reno-Tahoe exp/mer. 
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The Games Begin 
(Continued from Page 22) 

Probably the epitome of the evada 
roadhouse was the Willow , another 
Graham and McKay property located ju t 
west of Reno on the Truckee River. In 1931, 
about a year before the club bum d to the 
ground, Laura Vi tray de cribed the Willows 
as a "charming place to pend the evening": 

"A comfortable old man ion, it ets back 
from the main road, surrounded by tree 
that mask it from the vulgar gaze. Its door 
open only to the proper gue ts-tho e who 
are certain to have bulging pocketbooks 
and no prohibition taint-and to them it is 
highly cordial. 

"The walls of the Willow are elegantly 
draped in silver-tipped material that i hard­
ened into festoon on the wall and ceilings 
in modemi tic effects. There i food for the 
hungry there, and a dance floor for the 
lightfooted. There's a barroom for the 
thirsty [where drinks were a dollar, rather 
than the quarter they cost downtown] and, 
last but not least, th re' the gambling salon. 

"When you reach the gambling salon of 
the Willows, after wining and dining and 
dancing with your late t flame, you feel reck­
less--as who wouldn't? With a scorn of 
things material you fling your bank roll 
around, or to your yellowbacks to the 
deal r. 

"People don't lo e dime and quarters 
and dollars in such place . They lo e real 
money-thousands, that pile up and up 
and up." 

While painting the town, Reno' haut 
mowk might visit another kind of carpet 

joint-downtown nightclubs who e primary 
attraction were atmosphere and ent rtain­
ment. The e included the Inferno, a popu­
lar hangout, and the Ship and Bottle, a club 
that catered to high rollers and who e dis­
tinctive front re embled the prow of a hip. 
The Dog House was one of the rowdie t 
pots on the street and " ort of a hustling 

place," musician and bandleader Lou LeVitt 
recalled in an interview, with bar girls hus­
tling customers who came to drink, gamble, 
or watch the lively floor hows. 

evada casino of the 1930s featured 
many of the games een in today' casino . 
Blackjack, or 21, was very popular, as were 
roulette, poker, and crap . me club of­
fered bingo and keno game . number of 
casino , uch as the Bank Club in Reno and 
the Boulder, orthem, and Las Vegas clubs 
in Las Vegas, had racebooks, or "horse­
books." (The po ibility that local govern­
ments had no authority under existing state 
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Members of the divorce colony gathered at the Willows, a plush place on Reno's western outskirts. 

law to licen e racebooks appears to have 
been overlooked or ignored throughout 
the decade.) 

Variou gam that were popular then 
have disappeared from evada casino . 
Faro, for example, was thought to b us­
ceptible to cheating and didn't appeal 
much to women. Klondike, hazard, Big ix, 
panguingue (pan), chemin de fer, and 
rouge et noir were common game . The 
original form ofkeno, played in ome club 
in the early 1930 , re embled modem 
bingo. During the cond half of the decade 
it was replaced by "racehorse" keno, which 
evolved into the game een in casino today. 
Warren el on, later one of the operators 
of Reno' lub Cal- eva, and other gam­
blers from Montana helped e tabli h race­
horse keno in evada. 

Bingo remained popular throughout the 
decade. Often called tango, the game was 
found in larger club and sometimes in 
bingo establi hments uch as the Tango 
Parlor in Las Vegas and lub Tango, oper­
ated by young William Harrah, in Reno. 

T
he gambling hou e of that time 
didn't bear much re emblance to 
today' casino . As a rule, they were 
much maller, le colorful, and 

hort on amenitie . Game of chance and a 
well tocked bar were about all that the 
awdu t joints offered their cu tomers. 

However, the nightclub and dinner-house 
gambling e tabli hm nts had elaborate 
re taurants and entertainment that ranged 
from a piano pla er to vocali ts, dancers, or 
even a floor how with everal acts. Dance 
bands were often featur d, and nightclubs 
like the Dog House pre nted fan dancers 
and other exotic adult entertainment. 

Virtually none of the individuals or group 
who appeared in evada' club in the 
1930 were big-name entertainers. Perfor­
mers included uch luminarie as the 
Troubadours From the Islands, the "dance 
artists" rel and D nova, and Helene, the 
Girl With the Radio Mind. Once in a while 
patron would catch a glimp e of omeone 
destined for later fame, as when Judy 
Garland appeared as one of the three 
inging Garland i ters at the Cal- eva 

Lodge in 1935. 
If the ntertainers were obscure, the 

club · owners and operators usually weren't. 
Mo t were profe ional gamblers or propri­
etors who had run game before 1931 in 

evada or in other tate , legally or illegally. 
If they op rated within the law, they usually 
became accepted members of the commu­
nity. For every hady operator, like William 
Graham and Jame McKay, the racketeering 
gamblers and bootleggers who owned the 
Bank lub, and the Comero brothers, the 
California gamblers who opened the 
Meadm in Las Vegas, there wer numer­
ous others like William Harrah, Mayme 
Stocker and her son of the orthem in Las 
Vegas, and J. Kell Houssel of the Las Vegas 
Club, who had reputation for hone ty. 

The hone t approach worked for 
Raymond I. ("Pappy") mith and his on , 
Harold and Raymond ., of Reno' pio­
neering Harold lub. Harolds was, ar­
guabl , th mo l important casino of the 
1930 due to its innovative busine pra -
rice . Harolds employed women d ale , ad­
v rti d exten ively, admoni hed patron to 
wager no more than they could afford, and 
created ucce ful publicity gimmicks like 
"mouse roulette." The colorful mith , who 
had carnival and bingo-game backgrounds, 
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helped transform evada gaming from a so-
ially questionable acti\ity into a su ce.·sful, 

legitimate bw in . that appealed to local · a\ 
w 11 as vi. itors, women as well a! men, and 
vacation · as well as imet rate gamblers. 

D spit the clean games offered by the 
mith. and ther op rators, cheating was 

comm nplace in the earl casinos. Clubs 
cheated customers, customers cheat d th 
clubs, dish nest emplo ·ees cheat d us­
l mers and the club , and crooked op ra­
tors skimmed profits from their own 
bu ine. . . me operators, among th m 
th mith family, How els, and, paradoxi­
cally, raham and ~kKav at their Bank 

lub, developed reputation. for hone t 
dealing, but cheating. eemed to be the mlc 
rather than th exception in small estatr 
Ii. hments and in tho e clubs located in the 
le. s-reputabl ction of town. Typically, the 
marked cards and loaded dice were em­
plo · d so efficient! • that cwt mers rare!) 
cv n knew they had been \; timized. 

The cheating of customers by clubs "was 
jw t. ort of a cepted ba k th n," gaming\ t-

ran Warren elson Lated in hi, 1994 book, 
Alwa)' &l on the Butcher, "and no one really 
thought any th wors of anyon who was in 
that type of operation." elson remarked 
tl1at most of the clubs at Lake Tah 's utl1 

Photo: Nevada H,stoncal Society (left) 

The Smiths of Harolds Club were great Innovators. Above (from left) are Raymond A., 
Harold Sr., and their father, Raymond I. "Pappy" Smith. At left: Douglas Alley in Reno. 

hore were "flat joints"-a 
d •rogatory term for pla . 
that cheated their cus­
tomers. In a 1992 oral his­
lOI), Las Vegas attorney 
Ralph Denton offi red his 
opinion tl1at \'<Ida's arly 
club. g nerall • were "flat" 
and re alled his uncle, Lio ·d 

Denton, who helped nm the family bar in 
Caliente, telling him, "Your dad and I had 
so many\,ire. on our roulette table, if the ·'d 
have ever shorted out [it would hav ] 
bum d tl1e who) • goddamn town down!" 

The clubs, of course, alway~ operated at 
tl1eir own risk, whether th · were ll)ing to 
fle ce custom rs or prot t themselves. 
Itinerant profe. ional cheaters, known as 
"cro roaders," made life miserable for 
casino owners. 

Pappy mith, remembering the first ·ears 
of Harolds lub, on re alled that "we 
wer the most inn ent op rators in the 
land, and ev n· er . sroading son"°f-a-bitch 
in e\-ada \\"anted to work for us. We hired 
most of them, too." heaters manipulat d 
sl t machine. and even tapped into tele­
graph line. at wire-senice office to get 
horse-race results bet re they could be 
relayed to ra ebooks by telephone. Casino 
op rators, unlik most customers, usuall 
did figure out when the} wer b ing 
cheated. Their tandard first re pon e was 
to break knuckle. or jaw. belonging to th 
offending panic . 

Just as they did not tolerate cheats, 
casino operators took no hance. \,ith un-
mly or \iolent patr ns. m rs in th day 
ometimes arried handgun. , and dealers 

often w rked with pi tols or shotguns within 
asy reach. 

Most of the criminal activity g ing on in 
C\-ada gaming during th 1930. involv d 

un rganized local efforts, sin e national or­
ganiz d crime did not ignificantly infiltrate 
th business until the 1940 . Only after 
Bugs iegel and other underworld per­
sonaliti s bought into casin did vada 
officials riously con ider tightening th 
tate' ratl1er lax control on gaming. 

e\-ada 's casino busine managed to ur­
vive the growing pains of its first d cade, 
and it became . tronger. By th time the 

nited tat entered World War II, gaming 
had emerged as a major element of the 
tat 's onomy, ri\-aling mining and agri­

culture. In th earl 1950 , it p rmanently 
eclipsed thos other two elements of th 
ec n m,, bee ming, in effect, evada' 
lifeblood. 

When we look today at the ilv r tate' 
tr mendou I succe ful gaming industry, 
we should recall how 70 y ars ago evada 
endur d its reputation as an "outlaw tate." 
Re ogni1ing legal gamb ling's humbl ori­
gins and rough-and-tumble early years can 
only add to our appreciation of how far it 
has ome and the tran formation it has 
achiev d in the e ·e of mo t Am rican . 

Eric . Moody is curator of manuscripts al the 
'roada Historical &xuty in Reno. He has writ­

ten on a variery of 'roada history tapics, among 
them early gaming, the tale's brewing industry, 
kgal prostitution, Governor Vail Pittman, and 
the railroad ghost town of Hanigan. He is coau­
thor of a soon-t<>-be-published annotated bibliog­
raphy of roada history. 
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Four giant hotel-casinos stand sentinel where Tropicana Avenue meets the 
Las Vegas Strip. The story of the intersection-possibly the busiest in the 
world-recalls the forces that created Las Vegas from the desert. 



D 
ay a,1d night, lik om riddle of the phinx, two 
froz n rivers himmer in the de ert. Winter and um­
m r, the e two languid canal converge north of a 
black pyramid. Their wid , broken flo of gleaming, 
late-model cars low! • pre togeth r. 

It' a cro roads worthy of a giant m tropolis-London, 
Jakarta, Tokyo, or ew York. P r hed at th intersection ar 
four hote l , including two ofth world' thre large t The four 
re orts hold nearly 13,000 room , mor than twice the num­
ber in downtown a veland. Th two ity treets that cro h re 
each have mor than a dozen Ian s in place and accommo­
date a taggering 170,000 v(:hicle on av rage a day. 

Yet the tr ets, with traffo volum comparabl to the mo t 
heavily trav led tr tche of urban uperhighway, have onl 
recently emerged from d ert. ~ ithin ight of hundred-mile 
vi tas of creo ote and caliche, 
th conflu nee ofTropicana 
Avenue and Las Vegas 
Bou! vard, b tter known as 
the trip, i the busie tinter­
section in the world. Or, as 

lark County traffic techni­
cian John Penuelas puts it, 
"If it' not the busie t, it' 
gotta be pretty darn do e." 

Th place i a rare p cta­
cle. Las egas Boulevard is 14 
lane wide north of the in­
tersection and 13 to the 
outh, each with triple left­

tum lanes that pill onto 
Tropicana venue, which 
run 12 lane wide to th east and 13 to the we t. "Trop," as 
it' known to re idents, may be le famous than Las egas 
Boulevard, but it i an equally important thoroughfare. 
Penuelas explain , "To be hone t, nobody local u e the trip 
tog t around, but Tropicana i our major east-we t artery." 

th tream of vehicle converge on the pavement, colos­
al hotel gaze down upon them. On the northwe t comer of 

the intersection, a 150-foot-high replica of the tatue of Liberty 
greets vi itors as a roller-<:oaster giddily circles ew York- ew 
York' Manhattan kyline. The emerald-glass MGM Grand, th 
world' large t re ort hotel, with 5,034 room , gleam out at the 
northeast comer. To the outhw t another theme world ri e , 
th Excalibur' pink-and-blue turreted cartoon castle Camelot 

Th intersection' elde t re ident, the Tropicana, on the 
outheast comer, was the only hotel here prior to 1990. The 
trip's latest boom, a dozen years of non top development, in 

part b gan here, and, while fabulou projects prang up all 
along Las Vegas Boulevard during the '90 , nowhere was ac­
tivity more concentrated than at the com r ofTropicana and 
the trip. 

All thi cye-<:atching con truction produced an inters ction 
that i literati meant to top traffic. Overpasse had to b built 
to handle the drove ofpede trian ightseers and hotel gue ts. 

hirt-sle ved, they glide unobtrusively by: tall hours, old and 
young, men, women, and children tream aero four gently­
loping bridge unimpeded by traffic lights. 

But how the e various currents came together and were 

Pedestrians use the overpasses while cars cruise the intersection of 
Tropicana Avenue and Las Vegas Boulevard. The latter, better known as the 
Strip, runs left to right (opposite page). The intersection's four resorts 
(from top): the Tropicana, Excalibur, MGM Grand, and New York-New York. 

Photos : Gail Bandini (right , lop lo bottom) 

The two city 
streets handle 
a staggering 
170,000 
vehicles on 
average a day. 
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New York-New York, 
Monte Carlo, and 
Be/logia all sit within 
the widow Logan's 
original claim. 
quickly settled into orderly channel i a 
tale that reflects pre ent-day Las Vegas it­
self. Like Las Vegas, the intersection i a 
udden de ert bloom that has become an 

international landmark. Although place 
can't talk, they do hold storie . Live and 
history meet where these streets cro . 
There may be no better tarting point for 
examining Las Vegas' fabled growth, its 
intersection of land and water, public 
and private interests, than thi place. 

Like the intersection, the city of Las 
Vegas tands at a cro road . Two de erts, 
the Mojave and the Great Basin, converge 
in Southern evada. Las Vegas i bounded 

on all ide by arid expan e . o urprise, 
then, that much of the city's hi tory is cen­
tered on water. General John Fremont on 
May 3, 1844, a year into hi econd map­
ping exp dition for the .S. Government, 
topped at a camping ground the Spani h 

had already named Las Vegas, "the mead­
ows." Two deep arte ian wells bubbled up 
at Big prings, a mile we t of what later be­
came the town ite. The well poured into 
creeks, watering tands of cottonwood and 
thorny me quite, who e beans were a ta­
pie of the native Paiute . In 1 55, a tiny 
Mormon outpo tofunder 100 oul setup 
in the valley, farmed succe fully for a sea­
son, but gave out by 1 58. 

The townsite was officially e tablished by 
a property auction. When the San Pedro, 
Los Angele , and alt Lake Railroad began 
regular through- ervice in 1905, it auc­
tioned off 40 blocks of lots near the train ' 
water top. But the and that today sit 
under thou and of hotel room would 
long go undi turbed. 

From downtown, unpaved Fifth treet 
continued outhwe t into the de ert. That 
path, now known as Las Vegas Boulevard, 

was part of an early auto route that gener­
ally followed the railroad south of town. 
The road' earlie t track is hard to fix pre-­
ci ely. Maps of the period how it shifting 
as befits windblown de ert, and ince that 
time the road has been called more name 
than a blind umpire. 

In 1919 the road was de ignated Route 
6 when state legislators amended their new 
highway system to include it. even years 
later, in 1926, the state graveled Route 6 for 
13 mile , as far as a railroad iding with 18 
re idents called Bard, after D. . Bard, a 
local mining engineer and geologist. A 
traffic count that ame year found an av-

The glamorous 
Tropicana Hotet 
known as the 
.,.,Tiffany of the Strip," 
was an orphan. 

T 
he best way to view this 
world-class attraction is on 
foot. Be aware that a driving 
tour of the intersection can 

of the Eiffel Tower. To your left is a 

T.OU'•;n,n the 'nter'rect1·on tantalizing glimpse of the Bellagio. It I I, :, I i ~ Once inside New York-New York, 
head into the hotel-casino or follow 

take much time and patience, considering that 
Tropicana is the major thoroughfare to and from 
McCarran International Airport. Expect a sea of 
cars at the intersection. Generally it's wise to 
avoid driving on the Strip during rush hours, and 
be sure to watch for pedestrians who bolt into the 
street. For all the traffic, the flow of vehicles at 
the intersection rarely comes to a stop, but if 
you're headed to the airport, it's better to take an­
other route such as Paradise Road. 

A walking tour, using the overpasses to cir­
cumnavigate the intersection, allows you to take 
in the sights at your leisure. Elevators and esca­
lators lead up from the sidewalks. If you arrive 
by car, there's ample parking in the multilevel lot 
at the rear of the MGM Grand, east of Las Vegas 
Boulevard (the Strip) off Tropicana Avenue. 
Walking west through the hotel, you will find es­
calators inside that lead to two of the overpasses. 

Continuing west outside, you'll proceed 
across Las Vegas Boulevard on an overpass to­
ward New York-New York. Besides the red roller 

The overpasses allow visitors to tour the intersection's 
coaster circling the hotel, the hotel's Brooklyn four realms, unimpeded by world-record auto traffic. 
Bridge and East River simulacra are best seen 

the upper concourse to the next overpass. Going 
south across Tropicana Avenue, you'll face the 
cheery blue-and-red-topped castle turrets of the 
Excalibur. Once across, the pathway swings you 
past the moving sidewalk and walkway that leads 
into the hotel. Or you can continue east, across 
Las Vegas Boulevard again, toward the 
Tropicana. But there waits a seductive (and 
highly recommended) detour: the monorail to 
the neighboring Luxor and Mandalay Bay. Two 
fast, silent silver trains run every 12 minutes on 
separate rails. There is, however, no return ser­
vice from the Luxor. 

Crossing the overpass eastward to the 
Tropicana Hotel, you are deposited on its 
grounds by escalator, elevator, or stairs. A short 
walk past the hotel's entrance brings you to the 
fourth and last overpass, back to the MGM 
Grand. But before making the final pedestrian­
bridge crossing, you should a peek inside at the 
old-world elegance of the Tropicana's enormous 
stain-glass-ceilinged casino. 

The circuit, with no exploring or stops, can be 
completed in under an hour. But the adventurous, 

from here. Look north, and the entire Strip lies at your feet. To your right stand the fit, or the just plain leisurely stroller can easily spend half a day wander-
the four-story Coke Bottle of the Showcase Mall and Paris' half-size replica ing the intersection's indoor and outdoor attractions.-Craig Tepper 
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erage of 266 vehicle traveled the road 
ea h day. There were 371 on average the 
next year, and 911 by 1929, when the road 
was graveled and oiled the entire 30 mile 
down to th tiny railroad town of Jean. 

B
y then the announcement of Hoover 
Dam' con true ti on on the olorado 
River had tarted a boomlet in the Las 

Vegas area. Between 1929 and 1934, four 
160-acre parcel at the ite that would later 
become the Tropicana-Strip intersection 
passed out of the General Land Office ( the 
Bureau of Land Management' predeces-
or) and were acquired by four private cit­

izen under term of the 1 62 Home tead 
ct. That i , the parcel were assumed vir­

tually for free. 
The nam of the folks who claimed 

the e home teads-Le ter Rain , Francis 
DeVinney, Mrs. Ira Logan, and Carl D. 
Farrar-had long faded from the land ti­
tle before fortune were made on the e 
propertie . till, it' tempting to contem­
plate the million they might have made 
on their 16 claim entry fee . 

The home teaders' choice of location 
was likely determined by the pre ence of 
water, ays Frank Wright, a longtime Las 
Vegas re ident and curator at the evada 

tate Museum and Hi torical ci ty. "The 
Tropicana Wash run nearby and, I believe, 
the early map how wells not far from 
there," Wright says. 

A do e in pection of the original 
patents and the newspapers of the p riod 

em , at first, to upport thi uppo it­
ion. Le ter Rain ' application, entered 
S ptemb r 6, 1927, i accompanied by an 
affidavit to "a water hole," and four years 
later Lester ecured hi patent Further ev­
idence that water might have drawn him to 
thi parcel i ugge ted by two June 1936 
Las ¼>gas Evming Reui.ew-journal article . 
The bear front-pa e accounts of Le ter' 
and his father' arr t by federal officers for 
"the operation of veral alcohol till ," 
with warrants alleging they and 37 others 
were involved in manufacturing "hun­
dreds of thousands of gallon of alcohol" 
from well at the elder Rain ' ranch north 
of town. Whether thi arre t forced Le ter 
to sell hi parcel i n't known, but it would 
pass through several owners before be­
coming the pre nt ite of the MGM 
Grand Hotel. 

The erial page of the patent granted to 
Mrs. Ira Lo~ in January 1933 inform u 
h ,,~ ~a, idow.~ That may explain why 
he al ne th four claimants was re-

1pplement wearing to 
n" of her horn tead. 

, I ,nte Carlo, and 

Clark County assessor Frank Devinney (right), shown with insurance man Harley Harmon (left) and an 
unidentified man, once owned the corner now occupied by the Excalibur, Luxor, and Mandalay Bay. Top: 
When the Tropicana opened in 1957, the future colossal crossroads formed a lonely T-interseclion. 

Bellagio all now it within the original 
boundarie of the widow Logan' claim. 

Carl D. Farrar, claimant to the Trop­
icana Hotel parcel, was an early civic 
leader. A March 5, 1931, Las Vegas Evening 
Review-Journal photograph hows the phar­
maci t among a group of benefactors at­
tending a ceremony for the opening of Las 
Vegas High hool. 

In May that ame year Mr. Franci 
DeVinney took deed to the parcel that 
would become the intersection' southwest 
comer, land where the Excalibur, Luxor, 
and Mandalay Bay currently re ide. But 

DeVinney' place in local hi tory trongly 
ugge ts land specu lation was, in part, be­

hind hi claims. IfDeVinney' intere t had 
been agricultural, he would have needed 
help. While his application and tho e of 
the other home teaders were pending, 
Franci "Frank" C. DeVinney was the duly 
elected asse or for Clark County. 
Beginning in 1926, DeVinney would win 
five con ecutive terms and erve in office 
18 years. 

Still, in the early 1930 these four parcel 
at undeveloped, clustered ide by ide 

oppo ite each other aero Route 91 (the 
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MARKETPLACE & CLASSIFIEDS 

NEWSLITTERS 

Casino News' New Slot Report 
Twice the size, more in-depth. 

Facts to help you win big & save $$$ . 
ave $2.75 po tagc by includ ing th i ad with 

your check for $24.95. (90-<iay mo ney back guarantee) 
Frank Balcuuk. 81 Unger A,'t., Bulr.lo, NY 14210 

casinonews@aol.com 

REAL ESTATE 

2112 ACRES $2,495 
$50 DOWN, $50 MONTH 

9.5" Interest - 72 montlts 

Acreage in Elko County - Montello, Northeast Nevada 
1 ·800-373-6538 

Bud Aldrich, Owner/Bkr • Box 3171, Reno, NV 19S0S 

Yerington Nevada 
in Beautiful Mason Valley 

Love ) 3 Bedroom 2 Bath home 
with 2 car garage hop on 2 a r 

a long th Walk r Riv r. 192,500 

1 00 q. Ft. u tom h 
gaz bo and hot tub. 

h opping and ho p ital. 

ma ll mobi l home park, city wat r 
ands w r, excellent inv tment. 

775-426-7289 

M
arketplace/ Classified ad,·er-

ti ing i a great opponunitv 

to reach our 320,000 readers 
who love and tra,·el evada! evada 
Magazine has a targeted, qualified 

audience you will want / •l~ 
to reach. Re erve your ~ <1fj} 
pace today. Call usan 

Wun ch at evada Magazine, (775) 
687-5416, fax (775) 7-6159, or 

e-mail usan@nevadamagazine.com. 

The intersection's innovative overpasses have been duplicated at other busy locations on the Strip. 

form r Rout 6), ix mil . . uth of town. 
Rout 91, by nO\ al. o kn ,m as the Lo 
Angel Highwa ·, would be the onl road 
here for ·ears to come. 

ot until ovember 1952, when the Las 
Vegas Reuieur]vumal mentions "Bond Roadtt 
as part of a county . tud ', i th r official 
word of another road here. Bond Road, 
Tropicana v nu '. pr d ce or, was a dirt 
r ad mo t lik I forged in th arl · 1940 
by John Bond, the founder of a lumber 
company and a major develop r of the 
Paradise Vall · area. The road began at th 
highway and head d e, t toward the val­
I ,• many gue t and dud ran he , not the 
I ast of whi h was hi own Bond Ranch. 

Y
et, as late as 1957, when the much bal­
l ·h o d Tropicana Hot I opened at 
th juncture of Bond Road and Las 

Vegas Bou] \'ard, the I ation was a T-in­
tersection. Picture . of the big , brand-new 
resort how it surrounded b, de . en save 
for the tin} Lone Palm Motel . et ba k from 
the road on the northwest lot. It took until 
1960, when the state highwa · departm nt 
extended Bond west toward the antici­
pated Interstate-15 proj ct, 55 years after 
the city' founding, fi ran a tual intersec­
tion to make its app arance here . t that 
point lark County renamed B nd 
"Tropicana A, nue,~ and a ,ear later the 
hotel built the Tropicana If Course and 
..ountr} lub Motel on the northeast cor­

ner. This fluri: · of a ti\il) \\as, however, de­
cepti\'e . It would take n arlv 30 m re ·ears 
for another major d , lopment to arri,e . 

Knmm as th "Tiffan of the trip,tt the 
Tropicana Hot 1, for all its glamour, was an 
orphan . It was located a full half-mile uth 

f the trip' outhemmo t edge, where 
a b of flash hotel , including the 
Flamingo, Dune , and esars Pala e, had 
pnmg up at the comer of Las egas 

Boulevard and Flamingo Road. All 
through the 1970 and ' 0 , the Tropicana 
la · in lips , suni\ing in i olation while 

The award-winning 
overpasses, which 
handle 100,000 
crossings daily, 
eliminated the need 
for crosswalks. 
larger pr ~e ts dotted in the empty lots 
that . tret hed up the trip. 

nl , wh n th Excalibur set its ub-
tantial footprint on the inters ction' 

. outhw . t c mer did toda •' er . roads 
begin to emerge. Th 4,024-room Excal­
ibur was th larg t hotel in th world the 
da\ it opened in 1 0. But that claim was 
. hon-lived. Almo t imm diat I · the M M 

rand ann un ed plans for a 5,005-room 
h t I behemoth catty-comer ppo ite. 

groundbr a.king commen ed, the 

Photo: Gad Band1nl 



county and the • ·e\'ada Deparunent of 
Tran p nation (, D T . looking at the 
long-term trniti implicauon , asked all 
partie t it d ,m. Widening Tropicana 

venue w uld ea: traffic problem , with 
one major drawback-pede trian would 
need more time to cro the treet. Faced 
with building either a, ehicular underp 
or overhead walkwa, , the casino-hot I 
aw the ch01ce · ob,ious. They weren't 
inking fortune into dazzling facad to 

have their audience diverted under­
ground. 

M anwhile. lark ounty, working with 
th tate and contracting giant Carter­
Burge , decided if there wer to be over­
pass , the, had to do away with at-grade 
p d trian cro ings for safety and traffic 
reason . That meant added co t---e cala­
tors, el vators, p de trian bani rs at treet 
I vel. 

Public Works Director Marty Manning, 
a dark-bearded dynamo, currently oversee 
a core of massive projects hoping to out­
pace lark ounty' rapid growth. The 
competing concern at Tropicana and th 

trip are long familiar. "We have an ex­
pre ion in the county," Manning a with 
a mile, re£ rring to the hea hotel-touri t 
traffic that run north-south on the trip. 
"The taxpayers travel north-south, the vot­
ers east-w t." The uick was finding olu­
tion that ati fled both group . 

omplicating matter , the taxpayers 
with mo tat take in the intersection, the 
hot I-casino owners, were also competitors. 
Carter-Burge project director Bill Wild 
de cribe how Manning got them together. 
"Marty aid, 'He , Ii ten, if ou gu don't 
come up with a con en us and help pay for 
thi , we'll put up a set of bridg you're 
going to hate. But they'll be cheap and 
functional."' 

With that inducement, the casino-hotel 
finally agreed on a et of criteria. hief 
among the e were "equity of acce " to 
th ir propertie , pede trian convenience, 
and vi ibility. ightline to the hotel were 
to be unob tructed. Even a pecial, unob­
trusive wire me h was found to fence the 
overpasse. 

The re ultant pan have won award . 
The first to marry traditional highway­
bridge de ign with promenade-lik archi­
tectural feature , the overpas e routinely 
handle 100,000 cro ing daily. John 
Penuelas, Clark County traffic technician, 
explain , "They basically eliminated the 
time we had to allow for people to cro . " 
By liminating the need for crosswalks, the 
pan help traffic flow. 

Th y al o do omething el e. Th over­
passe ' leek, uniform d ign unifie th lo-

cale vi ually. B · linking the comers of the 
intersection they e tabli h an inner frame 
that connects th wildly var:i d architec­
ture . The r ult prov:id the e ·e a mea-
ure ofharmon •, an underlying order that 

lends the location a en e of place. 
Amid towering th me hotel , where a 

monorail and roller coaster compete with 
th trip' brighte t lights for attention, 
that n i pecial. The rivers of touri ts 
and vehicle drawn to thi pot by Las 
Vegas' ceasele development find ome­
thing more permanent, an intersection 
who e landmark tatus has b en quickly 
attained. 

Th inters ction of Tropicana and the 
trip remain a work in progre . tanding 

on an overp , one can watch cars flow 
by in an endle tream. The de ert and 
mountain tand beyond. It i not hard to 
imagine flivvers motoring down du t:y 
Route 6 or Le ter Rain keeping a tep 
ahead of the revenuers. 

Craig Tepper of anla Monica, California, is a 
television and film writer whose credil-S include 
"Blood, "an Edgar Award-nominated episode of 
Law and Order. His work has appeared in 
Film Quarterly, The Lo Angel Time , 
andKimera. 

Sturgeon's Restaurant & Casino 
24 Hour Dining & Gaming• 74 Rooms• Indoor Swimming Pool• AAA ♦ ♦ ♦ 

775-273•2971 • Toll Free: 1 ·888·234-6835 
1420 Cornell Ave., Lovelock, Nevada 
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Casino Lore 

Betting on Luck 
Gamblers often prefer to skip the 13th floor and whistle 
while they're on a hot streak. 

By John L. Smith 

"All life is 6-to-5 against." 
-Damon Runyon 

R
unyon was right, of cours . 
Life' odd catch up with 
every gambl r. But that 
doe n 't prev nt players from 

eeking an edge. 
While the tudiou read an xp rt' 

book on lot play or card counting, oth­
ers work the otherworldly angle based 
on uperstition and th fl ting fancy of 
Dame Fortun . Wheth r it' a charm d 
hat or preferred po ition along a bank of 
lot machine , the ritual are as varied as 

the players. 
Las egas Hilton asino host Dan 

hand) r r call an exp rienc 
when he was breaking into the 
bu in at Ca ars Palace. 

hicago gambler nam d 
Hogan was a good cu tom r, 
but out of up tition he 
blew a hrill whi tJ each time 
he won a b t. hand) r say , "I was 
new to gambling, and wh n I first heard 
the whi tJ , I thought it was th cop and 
they wer raiding the place." 

Although gr en-felt exp rts and math­
ematJ 1an coff at up rstition , it i a 
major part of the history of cards and dice . 
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" up rstition i a ort of faith," 
Leonard R . hi writes 
in uperstilion, PropheC)', 

and luck. "In De divinalione, 
icero said that uperstition i a par­

ody of religion, that it poi on and de­
troy all p ace of mind." 

Obviou ly, icero was unluck ' at cards. 
uperstition cro cultural boundarie , 

and ca~ino. ar quick to en ur that no 
gambler Y r ncounters a . ign f bad 

luck . In Las egas, a health r pect for 
ian uperstition is illustrated in th mul­

timillion-dollar rede ign of th nonnous 
lion entrance of th M M Grand. Th 
previous king of beasts appear d to be doz­
ing with hi e ·e op n , and in hina uch 
a lion i con id r d bad luck. It was re­
placed b ' a hiny n w lion, which i wide 
awak and roaring to welcom gamblers 
from around th world. 

t the Rio, the astut gu t may notic 

lllustrat,ons by John Bardwell 



that the fl ors of th hotel tower app ar to 
b mi number d. Th popular V d o 
Loung is tout d as being on the 51 L 

floor, but th gu t room end abruptl · at 
th 39th floor. Had th re ort been 
padding th number of flo to make 
itself app ar tall r? 

ot at all. In ian culture , the num­
ber four, ith r alone or in combination 
with other numb rs, i con id r d bad 
luck. In ntone e, the ound of the word 
"four" i n arl identical to the word for 
"dying." th Rio kipped the 40 and 
went straight to the 50th floor. 

Of course, We temers are n L \\ithout 
th ir bad-luck numbers, th mo t recog­
nized of which i 13. me hi torian trace 
the number' notoriety to Roman time , 
wh n Judas I cariot was con ider d the 
13th po tle. The double-digit mi fortune 
has uch an effect on gamble that man 

evada hotel-casino don't offer room on 
a 13th floor. They imply kip from the 
12th floor to the 14th. (Ca sars Palace 
once declined to offer a 15th floor because 

of the notoriety of the Ide f March.) 
xt to th four-leaf clov r, the ho e-

ho may be th m L p werful mbol of 
go d luck. It c rtainlv has been good luck 
for the Binion family, which has operated 
Binion' Horse hoe in downtown Las 

gasforn arlyhalfacentury. tBinion' , 
astute ob rv will notice that 
all the ho e hoe are p i­
tioned with th op n end 
up, all the better to catch 
and keep th good luck 
th bring. 

On the c ino floor, up r­
tition are rampant. Pit bo e 

have b en known LO wave their 
arm and qu ez favorit doll and 
tuffed animal in an effort to break a 

pla er' winning treak. Pia ·ers, mean­
while, might tum th ir chai around 
thrice, or it and tand thr time , in 
order to break a run of bad luck. Dan 

handler of the Las egas Hilton a he 
has ob rved man gambl take notice of 
where a pit bo or fellow customer was 
tanding at the time a winning or lo ing 

bet was made. Dep nding on the out­
come, the gambler ma ord r pit bo e 
and complet trangers to tand p rfectly 
till-or leave the premi immediately-

in the belief that they brought a po itive or 
negative vibe. 

The up rstition urrounding dice 
are legion. Th rap ub ultur has de­
velop d an intricat belief t m. One ex­
ample: v\'hen th dice go off the table, 
up rstition h it that a even will follow. 

At crap tab! lined with exp rienced play­
ers, it' common to ee a flurry of action 
following an errant roll. You 'II ometime 
hear a player hout, "Dice on the floor, 

ven at the door." It' al o bad luck to 
hold the dice too long b fore rolling 
them. the aying goe , "Pia• with dice, 
and the get like ice." 

uch beha,ior astounds tho e who be­
lie,·e not in voodoo but in the la\ of 
probability. The math matical odds are t 
whether the game i dice or a tate lottery. 

But that knowledge do n't prevent 
pla ers from pulling on their lucky ocks, 
moking their lucky cigars, haking their 

luck • ke · chain , twi ting their lucky pinky 
rings clockwi e thr e time , or, in some 
c , refusing to have or bathe during a 
hot treak. 

"Good luck i uppo dly enhanced b 
wearing dirty clothe while gambling," 
Bame • in on write in Las Vegas: Behind 
the Tabl.es. "It ma not work, but it i guar-

ante d t win you a little extra ro mat the 
tab! ." 

It only prove that what brings good 
luck to one gambler can rai an awful 
tink with another. Th n again, if that mal­

odorous play r' tench make hi neigh­
b r n ez thr e tim , it i con id r d 
g d Ju k. 

ro ing th legs may be bad for your 
circulation, but it i aid to bring good 

luck. cro ing the fingers, although 
it mak the cards much hard r to 

hold. 
And if you thought all mon 

was luck , think again. me play­
ers b Ii ve that 50 bill bring with 

them not only the bearded face of 
e . Grant but bad fortun as well. 

"D ath and dice level all di unction ," 
amuel Foote once noted. ick the reek 

ob erved, "You can't beat death, taxe , and 
p re ntage ." 

In oth r words, let the rabbit ke p hi 
foot. mathematically accurate bla kjack 

It's bad luck to hold the 
dice too long before 
rolling. The saying goes, 
"Play with dice, and 
they get like ice." 
book i more valuable than 500 lucky key 
chain . 

While it' easy to laugh at overly u­
p rstitiou players, Las Vegas Advisor pub­
Ii her and high-rolling blackjack player 
Anthony urti note that even accom­
pli h d gamblers are known to beli ve in 
lucky treaks. It' a phenom non the 
ometime call being "in the zone." 

"It' a time when they literal! feel that 
the math do n't apply to them," urti 
sa . " o one can sa what that i . But it re­
minds me of omething a real profe ional 
once aid after hearing omeon talk 
about b ing 'in the zone': 'I'll tell you 
what. ext time you're in the zone, give 
me a call, and I'll let you la me 6 to 5 on 
a coin flip.'" 

Obvious! that profe ional had read 
hi Runyon. 

John L. mith, author and Las egas Review­
Journal columnist, once had a lucky silver dol­
lar but l,o t it betting the ponies. 
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