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"The town ha been converted lo 
an opulent fJlaygrouncl to satisfy the 
entertainment whims of any visitor. " 

-AP reporte r Bob Thomas on Lhe 
Flamingo 's 1946 open ing night 

On the Cover· 
Megawatt lights make the 
Las Vegas Strip the world 's 
brightest street. 

Photo by Christian Heeb 
for Jell Gnass 

Happy lOOth Birthday, Las Vegas---
Las Vegas i a city that lives for today-and tomorrow. But in 2005 
the city's residents also will honor the past. On New Year's Eve, 

Las Vegas begins its centennial celebration with many activities, some 

recalling the 1905 land auction that marked the birth of modem 

Las Vegas. In this Official Las Vegas Centennial Edition of Nevada 

Magazine we salute our state 's largest and most famous city. As the 

King once said, "Viva Las Vegas!" 

Richard Moreno 
Publisher 
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LOUIS & LORRAINE ERREGUIBLE'S 

Since 1967 
Where The Locals Go 

AUTHENTIC BASQUE FOODS 
SERVED FAMILY STYLE 
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11 :30a.m. 2:30p.m. 
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5 :00p.m. 9:30p.m. 

BANQUET ROOMS FOR SPECIAL PARTIES 

Major Credit Cards Accepted 

For Reservations 
PHONE 775-323-7203 
301 EAST FOURTH STREET 

FREE PARKING\ JUST 3 BLOCKS FROM CASINOS 
1 BLOCK FROM THE NATIONAL BOWLING STADIUM 

"'RENO'S MOST UNIQUE 
DINING EXPERIENCE" 
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Las Vegas is America's 
2lst-centun cit,. o 

othe1 comm unit\ has come 
so far in such a short time 
as Las \'cgas. A centun 
ago, the communil) con­
sisted of little more than 
a fe\\ ranches, a brand­
new railroad, and a dream. 
Toda}. Las Vegas is 
,\mcrica's fastest growing 
metropolitan area with 
more than 1.6 million resi­
dents, world-class resorLs, 
a new monorail system, a 
1m~jor doctoral granting 
res ·arch uni\' ·rsity, and 
much more. 

All • \•,·adans take great 
pleasure in congratulating 
Las \'eg<Ls for all that it has 
achic\cd during its breath­
taking first ccntun and 
look lonrnrd to its bright 
fi.1ture. Please join me in 
celebrating the centennial 
of this remarkable ci~. 
which I am proud to call 
Ill} home. 

Kenny C. Guinn 
Governor 
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I t is ama1ing what Las 
Vegas has accomplished 

during its first 100 years. 
O\cr the decades, this 
most cosmopolitan of cities 
was literalh C<H'Yed out of 
\ClSt tracts of empty desert 
land. The cit' h<ts e\Olved 
from hardscrabble railroad 
town to \\'estern-themed 
Yillage to modern metrop­
olis. 

Along the W<l}, Las 
Vegans reali1ccl that it 
was onh through working 
together toward common 
goals that the} would trans­
form a harsh em'ironmcnt 
into a paradise. I salute 
Las \'cg<ts for a m<U'Yclous 
first ccntun and knm' 
that c,·en greater things 
arc ahead. 

Lorraine T. Hunt 
Lt. overnor 

I t's not C\ en da} that 
a single cYent ha<; the 

power to unite an entire 
communit). In December, 
we 'II kick off a vearlong 
celebration so special that 
it happens onh once e\en 
hundred years, and so 
grand that it will pla c 
Las \'eg<ts at the center 
stage of the world-cxacth 
where it belong ! The 
part} gets started on 
December 31 with a cw 
Year's EYc fireworks extrav­
aganza like no other. We 'II 
( ruise through 2005 with 
hundreds of centennial 
C\Cnts that pm tribute 
to our fabulous it). 

You can 'isit \\'\\'W.l<ts 
\eg<ts2005.org for informa­
tion on how vou can get 
imoh-ed. As mavor of this 
phenomenal cit,, I im·ite 
you to join me in toasting 
the city of neon lights dur­
ing this exciting occctsion. 

Oscar Goodman 
Mayor of Las Vegas 

There is no better place 
to be than L<Ls Vegas­

and there will be no 
better time to be in our 
destination than during 
its centennial year. 

Indeed, 2005 will be a 
momentous year for the 
Entertainment Capital of 
the World. Myriad festiYi­
ties designed to celebrate 
our 1 OOth birthday arc 
planned, from the biggest 

cw Year's Eve fireworks 
shO\\ in the ity's histOI) 
to a re-creation of the 1903 
land auction that launched 
modern Las Vcg<t<;. 

ne thing's for certain. 
Lts Veg<t< centennial war 
will be the perfect time for 
all of us to join together 
and throw the biggest and 
best birthda} party the 
world has C\'er seen. 

Rossi Ralenkotter 
Pr ident and EO, 
Las egas onvention 
and Vi itors uthority 

PHOTO Gary Reese (top) 
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CENTURY 
to Celebrate 

Las Vegas, soon to 

mark its centennial, 

has been shaped 

by Mormons, 

gangsters, resort 

builders, and 

its citizens' faith 

in its destiny. 

By Michael Green 

0 nth morning of Ma 15, 1905, 
hundr d of peopl gathered 
around an auction tand to 
er ate a n w town. Th ther­

mom ter hit 110, and it was o hot that 
om f the m n r moved their jack ts. 

harle P. quire , who own d a tent 
h telry called the Hotel Las Ve , tarted 
the ven to ook lunch, clo d th flap , 
and walked to the comer of Main and 
Fremont to watch the bidding. When 
quir ren1med at noon, the blast from 

the h at drov him back. It was about 130 
in th t nt. 

On May 15, 1905, the railroad auctioned 40 blocks of lots for a new Las Vegas townsite. 

century later, umm 1 ar till hot, 
and o is Las egas. Its p pulation i near­
ing two million , half of whom have arrived 
inc the Mirage opened on the trip in 

19 9. LasVegascelebrat itscentennial 
(1905-2005) in th c ming ear, th ity 
i known w rldwide as a 24-h ur toud t 
m c a wher "what happ n her stays 
h re." What happen d h re in th last 100 
ears, and in entud 

city every day. 
Human have liv d in th Las egas 

Valle for p rhap 11 ,000 years. ative 
group , uch as hunt r-gath rers and mor 

edentary Ba ket Makers, made their 
h me in the area. Later came th Paiute , 
who hav liv din the valley and m untain 
for the last mill nnium, farming and living 
off th land. 

The pani h laim d that land in the 
16th century, and late in l 29 Rafael 
Rivera, th fir t non- ativ merican 
who e teps through Las Ve can be 
trac d, couted th region for ew M xico 
busin man ntonio Armijo' trading 
party. B ide making camp in th valley 
on January 7 1 30, Armijo' group pio­
n ered part of th Old Spani h Trail and 
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William Andrews Clark, a wealthy U.S. senator, built the railroad that built Las Vegas. 

link d the area to outh rn alifornia. 
Man trav I 1 followed in Rivera' foot­

tep . The mo t important, aptain John 
Fremont of the Army Topographical 

orp , put La Vegas on the map in 1 44. 
Hi b t- lling report of hi exploration 
xcit d intere tin the We t. 

ing Fremont' account as a guide, 
Brigham Young, leader of the hurch of 
J us hri t of Latter-da aints, brought 
hi flo k we t from Illinoi in 1 464 7 Aft r 
s ttling alt Lake ity the Mormon ex­
panded to th south and we t, building 
forts and mi ion as far as an Bernardino. 
In 1 55 Young ent 30 men to Las Vegas 
("the meadow " in pani h) to tart one of 
tho e mi ion . One of the men called dry, 
remote Las egas a place "the Lord had 
forgott n ." 

The aints built a fort at pre ent-day 
egas Boulevard orth and Washington 
venue. The imp rted th ir famili , 

began an exp rimental farm for th 
Paiut , planted crop , and min d for lead 
at Mount Pot i. 

Thi bli ful pi ture lasted bare! two 
yeai . Th re w ren 't enough crops for both 
the Mormons and the Paiute . Th lead 
was usele . Th Mormon became o 
weary of the h at and divided over tl1eir 
purpo e that Young finall let them return 
to tah. 

Former miner 0 taviu D. moved 
into the fort in 1 65 and built a ucce ful 
farm , but he k pt mortgaging it to finance 
hi miningventur . In 1 1, as lot tl1 
ranch to Pioch bu ine man Archibald 

4, a tewa.rt ranch 
hand left to work ~ r th Ki I and in ulted 
Mrs. tewart. Archibald r d hi ho1 e to 

th Kiel Ranch, r ad to fighL Helen 

him away." 

iv d a note from Kiel: 
h r d ad. ome take 

Widow d with four chi ldren and one on 
th way, blaming h r n arest neighbors 
for her husband 's deatl1 , Helen tewart 

PHOTOS: Las Vegas News Bureau (top leh. top middle), Steve Spatafore (top nght), Ferron-Bracken Collection, UNLV Library (middle) 

tayed. he expanded the ranch and e\'en­
tually owned about 1,800 acre she hoped 
omeone would buy. 

I n 1902, that om one anived. M ntana 
copp r baron William Andr w lark 
want d to build a railroad from 

Lak to Lo Angele to capitaliz 
outl1 rn California boom. He b ught 

mo t of t wart' land for 55,000. h 

live on that colon near Main tre t. 

The auction of Clark' town it in 1905 

Sheriff Sam 
Gay was known 

for kicking 
nriscreants 

across the city 
limits with his 
size-14 hoots. 

and tl1 anival of hi an P dro, L 
Ang le , and alt Lake Railroad mark d 
th birth of modern Las Vegas. Th town 
grew fasL By 1910, th cen u showed 937 
residents. Th population doubt din ea h 
of th n xt two d cade -and, on av rag , 
has doubled every decade ince. 

Mo t r idents worked for or d p nded 
on th rai lroad, which built repair h p , 
controlled mai1y municipal ervic , fore d 
minonu into le attractive ction f 
town, and looked th otl1 r way Bl ck 
16, on First tre t between t wart and 
Ogden, provid d illegal gambling, liqu r, 
and pro titution. Las Vegas was virtuall a 
company town. 

But in 1921 , Clark sold hi railr ad t 
the nion Pacific, and the next ear a 

NOV/DEC 2004 NEVADA MAGAZINE 9 



11,000 B.C. Paleo-American 

Clovis culture thrived in what is now the 

Las Vegas area and indeed throughout 

Nevada. A Clovis point, an ancient 

projectile point, is found recently at 

Las Vegas Wash. 

Tule Springs is 

occupied by early archaic people, who 

followed a pattern of hunting and gath­

ering that continued with subsequent 

Native American cultures. 

600 A. D. Basket Maker culture 

flourishes in Las Vegas Wash. The ances­

tral pueblo people plant corn, beans, 

and squash, supplemented by hunting 

and gathering. Later, multiroom adobe 

structures and pottery appear. 

17 7 6 Spanish priest Father Francisco 

Garces and a small party cross into 

the future state of Nevada at its most 

southern tip. 

1829 Spanish scout Rafael Rivera 

travels through the Las Vegas Valley in 
December, becoming the first non-Indian 

to visit the region. 

1855 Mormon settlers arrive in 

Las Vegas on June 14, build a fort, and 

establish a small community named 

Bringhurst, after William Bringhurst, 

head of the colony. 

1882 Helen and Archibald Stewart 

move to the ranch on the old fort site. 

1905 Town of Las Vegas is estab­

lished on May 15 when the San Pedro, 

Los Angeles, and Salt Lake Railroad 

auctions 110 acres. 

1909 On July 1, Clark County is 

created from the southern part of Lincoln 

County, and Las Vegas is named the 

1911 Las Vegans approve incorpora­
tion of the city in a special election on 

June 1. 

1926 Commercial air service begins 

April 17 in Las Vegas, operated by 
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national railroad strike divided 
Las Vegans. Sam Gay, the long­
time sheriff known for kicking 
miscreants across the city li mits 
with his size-14 boots, deputized 
strike rs to help maintain order. 

When the strike ended , the UP 
moved its shops 150 mi le north 
to Cal iente. For La Vi gas, that 
event could have been disastrous, 
but ju t as Helen Stewart stayed 
and survived, so did her succes­
sors. The train sti ll stopped in Las 
Vega , airplanes and highways 
helped visitors find the city, and 
its dese rt climate was appealing 
mo t of the year. As early as the 
1920 , Las Vegas served travelers 
bound for Utah's national parks. 

The con truction of Hoover 
Dam, 30 mi les to the southeast, 

Ria Gable's divorce from Clark was a publicity coup. 

began in lg31. The clam wa the first ofa 
seri s of federal projects that expanded 
and e111ichecl Las Vegas. Dwing World War 
II an army gunnery chool , later Nellis Air 
Force Ba e, brought new visitors and resi­
dents and promoted orth Las Vegas' 
growth. The Ba ic Magne ium plant aided 
the war effort and establi heel H nderson , 
now Nevada's second large t city. 

Las Vegans found od1er ways to thiive. In 
1931, the state reduced the re idency re­
quirement for divorce from three month 
to ix weeks. Las Vegas pro pered from the 
divorce and marriage busines after its dis­
covery by Hollywood celebrities, led by Ria 
Gable, who e tabli heel re idency in 1939 to 
d ivorce Clark, who later pa sed through 
wid1 his new love, Carole Lombard. 

Tragically, in 1942, Lombard was aboard 
a plane that crashed in to the mountains 
near the Mormons' o ld lead mine on 
Mount Potosi, and Gable, in mourning, 
ren1rned to Las Vegas. He stayed at El 
Rancho Vegas, which the year before had 
become the first hotel-casino on d1 e Strip. 

E
ver since the Nevada Legislature 
made wide-open gambling legal in 
1931, casinos had been inching 

their way from downtown to the Los 
Angeles Highway. At first all the action was 
downtown, where d1e Las Vegas Club, 
Boulder Club, Apache, Frontie r, and 

orthern-whose names tied them to d1 e 
Old West-lined Fremont Street. In 1941, 
Thomas Hull built El Rancho Vegas on 

Downtown casinos, circa 1950. They now are covered by the Fremont Street Experience. 

PHOTOS: Wide World Photos (top). Nevada Historical Society (bottom left), Las Vegas News Bureau (bottom right) 



The fronti e r town attracted 
gaming-m inded businessmen 
from Cali forn ia. Tony Cornero 
bui lt a swanky supper club and 
casino, the Meadows, in lg31. He 
later returned to L.A. to run a 
gambli ng cruise ship. Cornero 
also operated a downtown Las 
Vegas casino and planned the 
construction of the ta rdust 
Hotel before dyi ng at a Desert 
Inn crap table in l g55. 

El Rancho's Hull operated sev­
e ra l hote ls in Californ ia. Sam 
Boyd dealt o n one of the cruise 
ships befor working h is way to 
Las Vegas and becoming the 
owner of several casinos. 

Onetime L.A. vice cop Guy 
McAfee owned the Frontier Club 
downtown and the gl Club on 
tJ1e street he nicknamed the Strip. 
In l g45 he bui lt the Golden 

The beard contest was part of Helldorado high jinks. 
ugget o n Fremont Stree t. His 

L.A. fr ie nds Tuto r Schere r, 
Farmer Page, and the ir partners 

tarted me Pioneer Club, comple te witli 
the big neon Vegas Vic blaring, "Howdy, 
Podne 1~" to passersby. 

Highway gl at what today is the Strip and 
Sahara Ave nue. In l g42, R.E. Griffith fo l­
lowed witli tJ1 e Hotel Last Frontie r. Born 
resorts were Western-style low-rises witJ1 
wooden fence posts and wagon-wheel 
chandelie rs. 

These new properties fit Las Vegas' 
Western image. In l g35, me loca l Elks 
Lodge, led by auto deale r J ame Cashman, 
who helped persuade Hull to build his 
hotel, began tJ1 e annual Helldorado Days 
parade and rodeo. Las Vegas advertised 
itself as "still a fro ntier town." 

None of the Californ ia migrants brought 
a more controversial reputa tion tJ1an Bugsy 

iegel. Raised in ew Yo rk, Siegel moved 
to Hollywood , where he became involved 
in me rackets and hoped to be in movies, 
reasoning he looked more like a mobster 
tJ1an mo t acto rs and clea rly had more ex­
perience playing me role. WitJ1 Meyer 
Lansky overseeing events from back East, 
tli eir fr iends and alli es moved into Vegas, 

New Frontier showgirls present rising star Sammy Davis Jr. a cake on his 30th birthday in 'SS. 

PHOTOS: Las Vegas News Bureau 

1931 Construction of Hoover Dam 

begins in April. The project is completed 
in 1935. 

1931 Gambling is legalized in 
Nevada on March 19. Two days later 
the Northern Club on Fremont Street 

in downtown Las Vegas becomes Clark 
County's first licensed casino. 

1935 Helldorado Days, with its 
parade and rodeo, begins in Las Vegas. 

1941 On April 3, El Rancho Vegas 
becomes the first resort to open on the 
Las Vegas Strip. 

1942 Last Frontier opens on the 
Strip on October 30. 

1946 The Flamingo Hotel, con­

trolled by mobster Bugsy Siegel, opens. 

1948 McCarran Field is dedicated as 
the county airport. 

1950 Wilbur Clark opens the 300-
room Desert Inn. 

1951 Atom bomb testing begins 
at the Nevada Test Site. Benny Binion 
opens the Horseshoe Club. The Pioneer 
Club erects the "Vegas Vic" sign high 
above Fremont Street. 

1952 The Sands and the Sahara 
open on the Strip. 

1954 Future president Ronald 
Reagan appears in a variety show at the 
Last Frontier. 

1955 The nine-story Riviera Hotel, 
the first high-rise resort in Las Vegas, 
and the Dunes open. 

1956 Elvis Presley appears 
for the first time in Las Vegas. 
His show at the New Frontier 
is a flop. 

1957 Nevada 
Southern University, later known 
as the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas, is established. 

1959 The Las Vegas 

Convention Center opens in April. 
The Golden Gate Casino introduces 
its Giant Shrimp Cocktail for 
50 cents (now 99 cents). 

Sands Copa Girl Linda Lawson 
with A-bomb crown, 1955. 
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1960 Las Vegas hosts its first 

championship boxing match, between 

welterweights Benny "Kid" Paret and 

Don Jordan. 

1963 The Las Vegas Convention 

Center is site of rematch between world 

heavyweight boxing champion Sonny 

Liston and challenger Floyd Patterson 

on July 22. Liston knocks out Patterson 

in the first round. 

1964 The Beatles play two shows at 

the Las Vegas Convention Center on 

August 20. 

1966 Howard Hughes moves into 

the Desert Inn on Thanksgiving. He later 

buys six hotels and other properties for a 

total of $300 million. 

1966 Caesars Palace and the 

Aladdin open on the Strip. The Four 

Queens opens on Fremont Street. 

1967 Elvis Presley and Priscilla 

Beaulieu are married at the Aladdin. 

1969 Elvis makes a triumphant 

showroom return to Las Vegas at the 
International (now the Las Vegas Hilton). 

1970 Howard Hughes leaves the 

Desert Inn and moves to the Caribbean. 

1971 The Union Plaza opens 

downtown. 

1973 The MGM Grand (now Baily's) 

opens with 2, 100 rooms. At the time it is 

the world's largest resort hotel. 

1976 The Asian-themed Imperial 

Palace opens. 

1978 Vega$ TV show starring Robert 

Urich as private eye Dan Tanna begins a 

three-season run. 

1980 Muhammad Ali and Larry 

Holmes fight at Caesars Palace. 

Priscilla and 
Elvis in 1967. 
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A staged floating crap game appeared in 
this famous Las Vegas News Bureau photo . 

operating several race wires and casino . 
Another Hollywood busine sman, Billy 

Wilkerson, began building the Flamingo 
Hotel late in World War II. When his funds 
ran out, Siegel stepped in . The Flamingo 
opened on December 26, 1946, as an un­
qualified failure. The hotel wasn 't ready. A 
downpour kept away or delayed customers. 
The second night, Jimmy Duran te, Xavie r 
Cugat, and Rose Marie played to about a 
dozen in the showroom. The Flamingo' 
fo rtunes improved , but it was too late fo r 
Siegel. In June 1947 he became Las Vegas' 
fi rst victim of a hostile takeover, if all those 
bullet hole were any indication. 

Siegel's successors, whatever the ir back­
grounds, were better businessmen, and 

they built the Strip of the 1950s and 1960s 
that was known fo r cheap room , cheap 
food , cheap shows, and great ente rtain­
ment, from the Rat Pack to French revues. 
lf tho e attraction we ren 't enough, mush­
room cloud ro e from the evada Test 
Site northwest of town . Tourists and locals 
rushed outside to watch the blasts- and 
then went back in ide to gamble or go 
about their bu ines , little knowing tl1ey 
might expose themselves to radiation . As 
the Miss Atomic Blast contest showed, what 
mattered was fun . 

T
he j ob of marketing the mush room 
cloud-or anything else- fe ll to 
tl1e Las Vegas News Bureau, created 

afte r World War II to promote the city. 
Imaginative news bureau photographers 
and hote l publicists devised elaborate 
stun ts and photo poses, generally "'~ tl1 a 
showgirl as the focus. 

They adve rtised hotels and casinos, but 
not their owners and operators. Bosses like 
the Flamingo 's Gus Greenbaum and the 
Desert Inn 's Moe Dali tz had run illegal casi­
nos el ewhere. T hey fit La Vegas' image, 
then and now, as a place of reinvention. 

The discrimination that Dal itz and his 
generation suffe red as members of immi­
grant familie drove ome of them into o r­
gani zed crime- and after coming to Las 
Vega , tl1 ey di criminated. In the 1950s, Las 
Vegas became known as the Mississippi of 
the West. African Am ericans had to live 
we t of the railroad tracks, often without 
basic amenities. Black entertainers couldn 't 
stay in hotels where they perfo rmed. 

By tl1e late 1950s, black and ympatl1etic 
white residen ts we re fo rcing change . 

The Mirage, opened by Steve Wynn in 1989, launched a new wave of resorts on the Strip. 

PHOTOS: Las Vegas News Bureau 



The Moulin Rouge Dancers pe rformed in 
the city's fi rst integrate d showroom in 1955. 

Finally, in 1960, the Strip and downtown 
operators agreed to let blacks patronize 
their casinos and eventual ly to start hiring 
African Americans in more than j ust me­
nial j obs. 

While Las Vegas started cleaning up its 
racist image, its leaders wanted to rub out 
its organized-crime image. Legi timate busi­
nes men were leery of inve ting. Only one 
banke1~ Parry Thomas of the Bank of Las 
Vegas, loaned money to casinos. When 
asked, he replied , "How are you going to 
do banking in a state by ignoring its mai n 
indu try?" But Thomas j oined state and 
local officials to back new laws encouraging 
corporation to inve t in evada gaming. 

or did it hurt when Howard Hughe 
arrived in 1966 and tarting buyi ng hotels. 
Hughes was eccentric but not a gangster. 

The e changes helped create the second 
great Strip boom. After Kirk Kerkorian 
opened the International (now the Las 
Ve Hilton) in 1969 and MGM Grand 
(now Baily's) in 1973, mo t Strip activity 
con isted of expansion, not new hotel . 

The Strip needed a new look, and teve 
Wyn n provided it. With help from Thomas, 
Wyn n had taken over and revamped the 
downtown Golden Nugget. But he wanted 
to change the Strip. With help fromjunk­
bond king Michael Milken, Wyn n built the 
Mi rage, which opened in 1989 and catered 
to a wealthier crowd. The next year, Circus 
Circu op ned the Excalibur, ai ming at a 
middle-class clientele. The new boom was 
on, d riven by casino corporations. 

Downtown Las Vegas began its own rein­
vention. The area's centerpiece was the 
Fremo nt Street Experience, a four-block­
long canopy wi th a light-and-sound show. 

For part of the 1990 , Las Vegas attracted 
families intrigued by Treasure Island 's 
pirates, the Luxor's King Tut' Tomb, and 
video arcade everywhere. Even tually, the 
family trend dissipated . Casino executives 
moved to make Las Vegas more hip, bla­
tantly appealing to a younger generation. 
The Hard Rock, the Palms, and club like 
Sn1dio 54, a symbol of 1970s late-night 
partying, suggested visitors might get lucky 
at more than just the 21 tables. 

"What happens here stays here" is the 
city's cun-ent tl1eme. What happens in Las 
Vegas i well-known, thanks to cable televi­
sion, even if much of its hi tory isn 't. 

Of course, Las Vegas i more than casi­
nos, with an average of one new school 
opening monthly, diverse cultural offe r­
ings, downtown redevelopment plans, and 
hotly debated local issue such as growth 
and water-many of the same topics 
discussed by Las Vegas pioneers a cenn1ry 
ago. Early Las Vegan called theirs a "city 
of destiny." A century late r, tl1e city still 
recreates its de tiny every day. 

Michael Green is a frrofessor of history at the 
Community Colkge of Southern Nevada. He is 
coauthr:n; with UNLV history frrofessor Eugene 
Moehring, of Las Vegas: A Centennial 
History, to be published Uy the University of 
Nevada Press in 2005. He also is working on a 
book of Las Vegas historical and current plw· 
tographs to be published IYJ Barnes and Noble. 

The Palms and other hotels target a younger 
crowd with reality TV and pool parties. 

PHOTOS: Don T. Walker Collection, University of Nevada, Las Vegas Library (top), Las Vegas News Bureau (bottom middle and right) 

1981 Illusionists Siegfried and Roy 
debut their show, "Beyond Belief, " at the 
Frontier Hotel. 

1983 The Las Vegas Stars (now the 
51 s) begin play at the new Cashman Field 

as a Triple-A farm club of the San Diego 
Padres. 

1985 The National Finals Rodeo is 
held in Las Vegas for the first time. 

1989 The 3,039-room Mirage opens 
on the Strip, ushering in a new era of 
megaresorts. 

1990 Excalibur opens with 4,032 
rooms. It becomes the world's largest 
resort hotel at the time. The Rio Suite 
Hotel opens. 

1993 MGM Grand opens with 5,005 
rooms, becoming the world's largest 
resort hotel. The 2,526-room Luxor and 
2,900-room Treasure Island also open. 

1995 The MGM-Baily's monorail starts 
operations in summer. The Landmark, built 
in 1961, is imploded in November, and in 
December the Fremont Street Experience 
debuts its light-and-sound show. 

1996 The Stratosphere Tower, the 
largest free-standing observation structure 
in the U.S., opens. The Monte Carlo 

opens. The Las Vegas Motor Speedway 
opens for NASCAR racing with seating for 
107 ,000 fans. 

1997 Paris Las Vegas and New York­
New York open. 

1998 The Bellagio, billed as the most 
expensive hotel ever ($1.7 billion), opens. 

1999 The Venetian and Mandalay 
Bay open. 

2001 The Palms opens. 

2003 "The Sirens of Tl " 
debuts at Treasure Island. 

2004 The Las Vegas Mono­
rail begins service in summer. 

2005 Las Vegas celebrates 
its centennial. 
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Fremont Str 
The Ex~ 

Photography by 

Steve Spatafore 

When the sun goes down, the 

lights go on at the Fremont 

Street Experience, Las Vegas' down­

town entertainment center. The city 

was born here in 1905, and after 

some rough times, downtown has 

seen a rebirth with its high-tech light­

and-sound show, roving entertainers, 

restaurants, and brightly lit casinos 

(as shown in the composite photo 

at right). Trailblazer John C. Fremont, 

who passed through the Las Vegas 

Valley in 1844, would be astonished 

to see the street named after him­

and the canopy that stands over it. 
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ake a moment and imagine a Las 
Vegas alo n in 1907 (ther aren't 
any casinos yet). The custome1 
tanding at the p Ii hed oak bar, 

m king cigars and drinking whi key, ar 
all men. They are haring torie whi t 
mi ing pittoon at their feet. ome are 
dre d in their fine t unday uits, others 
in their ov rail after a hot day' work on 
th an Pedro, Lo Angele , and alt Lake 
Railroad. For a little rest and relaxation tl1e 
men are playing the popular gam of tl1e 
era--<:rap , blackjack, roulette, and faro. 

During the past entury Las Vegas casi-

nos have witnessed great changes in their 
game and also in the people who play 
them. rap , blackjack, and roule tte are 
ti ll the favorite of many gamblers, but 

faro was last played in th m id-1960 at the 
Las Vegas Club. 

"Faro was played with a ingle deck of 
card elected one at a time," ay Frank 
Toti , director of casino p rati n for 

oast Resorts and a 40-y ar Las egas gam­
ing veteran. "In the old da , far was king 
of the table games." 

After the evada Legislatur I galized 
wide-0pen gambling in 1931, faro and 

other table games were till king in tl1 
Apache Club and other Fremont treet 
casino . w re the men who play d them. 
Whi t m n gathered around the rap 
table, their wive and girlfiiend played the 
lot machine . itting atop tool , women 

in flowered dre e and heel ometime 
played thr e nickel machine at a rim , 
th ir aim moving back and forth like 
orch tra conductors. 

H over Dam' con truction and p t­
war pro p 1ity purr d the club ' growth, 
tabl game and mal customers ontinued 
to dominate th cene. II the dealers w re 
men, too. Hotels such as the Flamingo, 
De ert Inn , Rivi ra, and tardust op ned 
with large casino pits. Through th 1960 
table game brought in twice as much 
r venue as lots. 

To k p the men at the table as long as 
po ible, casino owner am Boyd tarted 
u ing worn n to deal blackjack at the 

nion Plaza in 1971. Blackjack was the 
mo t p pu lar me on the floor, and 
Boyd b lieved women were friend lier to 
custom rs. am' on, Bi ll , now chairman 
of the board and CEO of Boyd aming, 
a hi father was not di may d b the 

initial ch rus of negative comments. 
"H was onfident in what he was doing 

and knew that players would not mind 
wom n d alers as long as the were win­
ning," Bill Boyd a) . "And that' xactl 
what ha pp ned. Players didn 't care be­
cau e they kept on winning. And women, 

In Las Vegas' early days, men found faro, roulette, and spittoons at the Arizona Club. 
eing th r worn n deal ing cards, became 

more com~ rtable playing alongside 111 n 
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al the tabl the '70 progre d , fe­
male deale1 became as prominent as 
c ktai l waitre e on the asino floor. 

An ven gr ater r volution o curred 
when tJ1e fi1 t video-poker ma hine ar­
riv d in tJ1e earl ' 0 . t that time, ays 
Toti, lots Lill belonged t women. 

"Most men didn 't pla lots," Toti a) , 
"but wh n p ker machin came along, 
that changed the entire indu try. lot play­
e1 could now mak d ci ion . In tead of 
in ening a coin and waiting for thr e cher­
rie to line up, you n w had to de ide 
wheth r ou were going to keep tJ1 two 
king or go witJ1 th , 9, and JO of dia­
m nd . Th i was a gam m n ould pla ." 

ctually, men had b en playing primi­
Liv I t machine in the 1 90 . In 1 99, 
an Franci co inventor harl Fey reated 

a U1fee-wheel lot ma hine, called the 
Libert Bell , that paid out automaticall y. 
(Hi grand on , Marshall and Frank F , 
di pla a o lle tion of historic sl ts at thei1· 
Libert Bell Re taurant in Reno.) 

However, F 's ma hin wouldn't be rec­
gnized today. What b gan as a ast-iron, 
pring-loaded machine that depi ted play-

PHOTOS David Lee Waite (top), Las Vegas News Bureau (middle) 

Modern slot machines, like these at Paris, 
have a dizzying array of lines and symbols. 
Left: This 1950s publicity photo featured 
women playing roulette at the Flamingo. 

ing cards (king, qu en, and ja k) and later 
b lls, I mon , and herri i now a leek, 
neon-lit video slot ma hine that feature 
multilevel bonus rounds and harp graph­
i . It arrie an integrat d omputer hip 
and depi ts everything from diamonds and 
rubie t Pia b y bunni and th music of 
Frank inam1. 1 t them include th 
Bever! Hillbillie , Wheel of Fortune, and 
aturda ight Live. 

Toda ' lot and video-poker players are 
u·ending ounger, a) Marcus Prater, e­
nior vie pre ident of marketing for Bally 

aming. H note that advanced graphic 
appeal to th fo lks who have b en playing 
vid o games for m re than 25 years. 

"We fi II w tr nd e tabli hed b th 
computer g neration," Prater a . "The 
advan ed omputer-game technology that 
kid are playing today will eventually make 
tJ1eir wa to the slot-playi ng publi ." 

they do, table gam will ontinue to 

di appear. Toti beli ve two m re table 
game ar head d for th gambling grav -
yard. "Th Big ix wh I and ribb an 
tud poker ar on their way out," he pr -

diets. "Big ix i not for eriou playe1 , and 
it' tough t win at Caribbean tud. Table 
game are II r tho e who want to gambl 
eriously." 

nd a eriou busin s it is. Th smoky, 
dark aloon with a fi w ard and di e 
game hav giv n way to billion-dollar a i­
no , where video lot machin s ring with 
digital melodies and some table gam 
hav minimum bets of JOO or l ,000. 

Ma be it's time for faro lo make a com -
back. 

Jack Bulavsky of Hende1 on is a former table 
ga mes /1layer who hasn't been the ame since he 
discovered The Girls of Playboy lot machine. 

Tools of the Trade 

When you hold a blackjack hand or 
pull a lot handle, chance are 
excellent that me card de k or 

lot machine was made by a evada com­
pany. In fact, Las egas i home to mo t 
major gaming-equipm ' nt make1 . 

International Game Technology has 
a large office in Las egas. I T maintain 
ale , ervice, and manufacturing sit s 

around the glob . ome of its popular 
game are Th Price I Right, I Love Lu y, 
Whe 1 of Fortune, and Megabucks. IGT i 
based in Reno. Vi it www.igt.com. 

Bally Gaming, whi h has a huge plant 
near McCarran International Airport, i 
the premier upplier of reel- pinning -lot 
ma hine led b its flag ·hip Millionaire 
777 / Blazing 7 . Ball make Beuy Boop, 
aturda ight Live, Cash F r Life, and 

Playboy lots. i it www.ballygaming.com. 

Shuffle Master, named the fifth-best 
mall ompany in Ameri a by Forbes in 

2003, specialize in automatic card shuf­
fle1 for poker rooms and blackjack table . 
The Las e compan al ·o has propri­
etary table game such as Three Card 
Poker, Four Card Poker, and Let It Ride. 
Vi ·it www. huffiemaster. om. 

JCM American Corp. makes bill-valida­
tion and cash-handling equipm nt for 
slot and video machines a5 well as the 
banking and v ·nding industri ~- JCM, 
me Iii t to put bill-validatol in lots, has 
al o created elf- erv ki sk for the 

e ,1da OMV. Ba ed in Japan, J ,M has 
.. headquarters in Las egas. isil 

wwwJcm-ameri an.com. 

Paul-Son Gaming Corp. of Las Vega · 
manufacture and supplie casino table­
game equipment, including asino chip , 
tabl layouL5, pla ing ards, di e, tabl 
a cesso1ie , and gaming furniture. isit 
www.paul ongaming.com. 

WMS Gaming maintains its We t rn re­
gional offices in Las egas. WM produ e 
reel slots, pok r, and multi-line video ma-
hine , and among its well-known gam • 

are Monopoly, Hollywood quares, Re 1 
'em In Poker, and M ·. Pac-Man. 
www.wm gaming. om. 

Aristocrat, an ustralian manufa wrer 
of gaming ystems, has its merican head­
quarte1 in La egas. Producer of Mr. 
Cashman, Reel Power, and King of the 

ile, Aristocrat operates in 55 countries. 
i it www.ari tocratgaming.com. 

- Jack B11/rm.1ky 
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Once and 
Future 

Themes 
From Wild West village 

to the Manhattan skyline, 

.,{Ju, ?J~ has evolved 

into the land of themes. 

By Deke Castleman 
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I
n the beginning (of legalized gambling in Nevada), all ca ino 
were created equal. They were rudimentary affairs, ften in 
aloon and little changed in terms of aestl1etics from the 

proverbial back room of cigar store and barbershops that 
s rved as ill egal gambling parlors throughout the country. 

The awd:u tjoints ' on ly nod to originality was in their names: 
the orthern, Tango, Boulder, and El Cortez clubs in Las Vegas 
and Harold', Harrah' , and the evada Club in Reno. Today's em­
phasis on cohe ive ca ino them was unknown. In Las Vegas it was 
appropriate that the Pioneer, ilver, and Apache casinos augured 
the first full-blown theme to come: the Wild Wild West. 

This tl1eme further evolved in La Vegas when hotelier Thomas 
Hull opened the first Strip resort, El Rancho Vegas, in 1941 , and 
theater-chain owner R.E. Griffith and architect William J. M ore 
opened the Last Frontier tl1e next year. The La t Frontier lobby had 
mounted buffalo heads, sandstone heartl1s, Pony Expre s lanterns 
hanging from wagon wheels-even paintings of nudes in Gold 
Rush gaudiness. Outside, the Last Frontier Village was Las Vegas' 
first tl1eme park, complete witl1 hundreds of We tern artifacts from 
Elko collector Robert "Doby Doc" audill. Th village displayed 
entire mining u-ains, authentic jailhou es, and the Little Church 
of the West wedding chapel, plus huge collections of firearms, 
wagon , saddles, and barber chairs. Moore's designs for the Last 
Frontier not only establi heel the u-end of casino tl1eming but set 
a standard for style that' sti ll evolving more tlrnn 60 years later. 

Although the Western theme has been revisited regularly, most 
notably with the Golden ugget (1946) , Horseshoe (1954) , and 
Westward Ho ( 1976), the Last Frontier also inspired competing or­
namental style . The Flamingo (1946) introduced a coastal-re ort 
ambien e, fo llowed by the Riviera (1955) and Tropicana (1957). 
Desert decor arrived ea rly, embodied by th De ert Inn (1950) , 
the Sahara and the and (1952) , and tl1e Aladdin (1966) . These 
casinos were ostensibly themed-the ahara had ignature camels, 
and the Aladdin had its famou lamp-but the detail was more 
decorative than dramatic. 

In 1955, the Last Frontier was replaced by the New Frontie1~ 
establishing a trend toward accelerated reinvention tlrnt remains 



Left: Caesars Palace 
created a Roman set­
ting with fountains 
and statuary. Right: 
The two peaks of the 
New York-New York 
skyline are the Empire 
State Building (left) 
and the Chrysler 
Building. Below: 
Downtown clubs in 
the '40s boasted 
Western names like 
Pioneer, Boulder, 
Eldorado, and Golden 
Nugget. Bottom: 
Theme master Jay 
Sarno (right) poses 
with partner Nate 
Jacobson (center) and 
Governor Grant 
Sawyer at the 
Caesars Palace 
opening in 1966. 

ew Fronti r had an uLer- pace Lheme: fl ing­
aucer chandelie1 , loud Nine co kla il lounge, Plan L offee 
hop, and nu Lh ea t r. Lill , the ew Frontie r, lik the LasL, wa 

an anomaly. In 1958, th LardusL borrowed Lhe 1e\ Fron ti r 's oth­
e rwo rld) Lheming, buL iL was noL a rious, unified casino o ntexl. 

I
t wasn 'L until J a a rno , who owned a hain of moLe l , Lurned 
hi vivid imagi nation Lowa rcl casino LhaL Lheming found a pe r­
mane nL home in La ga . arno cl signed ae ars Palace, 

whi h op n cl in 1966 wiLh a grandeur-of-an iem-Ro me motif 
Lhat informed ev ry inch of Lh e prope rt , from the o li selllll 
archite wre, toga uniform , ppian \t\ a foun tain , and R man 
ta tua1-y all the wa down Lo Lh e missing aposLroph in "Caesars"­
arno' impli a tion thaL Lhe Palace belonged noL to a ingle a sar, 

but thaL v 1 gu sL houlcl feel like a Ro man mpe ror. 
To top himself, a rno ope ned ircus ircus two yea r laLer. 

PHOTOS: Las Vegas News Bureau (top right and bottom), Nevada State Museum and Historical Society (middle) 

The Pioneer 
and Apache 

• casmos 
augured 
the city's 
first theme: 
the Wild 
Wild West. 
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The Stardust opened in 1958 with a motif that was out of this world. A half-scale Eiffel Tower (lower left) affirms the hotel's name: Paris. 

Here, he miscalculated slightly, originally 
conceiving of Circus as a high-roller casino 
to which he actually cha1-ged admi sion. 
Circus failed in its upscale ambitions but 
was wildly successful in its theming, with its 
clown , midway, trapeze artists, and per­
forming animal . 

Nothing much happened in the Las 
Vegas theming scheme of things for the 
next two decades. But when Steve vVynn 
opened the Mirage in 1989, it signaled the 
Big Bang of casino theming. Th Mirage ' 

outh Seas ambience came complete wit11 
a 100-foot-tall glass dome sheltering a trop­
ical rain forest, a 20,000-gallon aq uarium 
behind t11e front desk, and, out front, the 
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piece de resistance, the volcano t11at till 
erupts every 30 minutes after dark. 

Since the Mirage it's t11e rare megare­
sort t11at has op ned wit11out a di tinct 
theme. For example, Excalibur (1990) has 
Arthurian turrets, spires, and bell tower , 
plus the Fanta y Faire midway and 
Renaissance Faire attractions. Luxor 
(1993) is one of the most recogn izable 
buildings in the world. The huge hotel 
pyramid ha inclinators, King Tut's mu-

When Steve Wynn 
opened the Mirage 

in 1989, 

it signaled the 

Big Bang of 

casino theming. 
eum, and a giant, cosmic spotlight ema­

nating from its apex. 
Also, recent casino theming has 

adopted famous cities. Cae ars Palace 
started the trend with Rome, but other re­
orts have gone to great lengths since, with 

the Rio (1990), Monte Carlo (1996), 
Orlean (1996), Venetian (1999), and 
Pari (1999). There ' ew York- ew York 
(1997), the epitome of not only the city 
theme but of al l themes in Las Vegas. 
From the replicated skyline (Empire State, 
Chrysler, CBS, and Seagram buildings, 

plus a half-size tatu of Liberty) and the 
Con y Island-type roller coaster to the 
teaming manhole covers and faux fire es­

capes of the Greenwich Village eaterie 
area, ew York- 1ew York achieves the pin­
nacle of themed accomplishment. 

What doe the future of theming have 
in store for Las Vegas casinos? One hint 
might be taken from Steve Wynn 's latest 
project, Wynn Las Vegas, scheduled to 
open in spring 2005 on the forn1er site of 
the Desert Inn. Arguably, no one has been 
better attuned to the pulse of the gam­
bling business over the past 15 years tlian 
the great developer himself. Although 
characteristically tight-lipped about the de­
ta ils, Wynn has hint d that then w de ign 
is a r volutionary departure from the 
Mirage, Treasure Island, and B llagio, 
which he created. 

"If you're inside Bellagio, you ' re behind 
the fountains. Big mistake," Wynn says. 
"Wynn Las Vegas is designed from the in­
side looking out. We ' re not giving a payoff 
to a guy on the sidewalk. The 120-foot 
mountain block th view." That moun­
tain , instead, is oriented to the in ide of 
the property, with varying views from the 
casino, nightclub, re taurants, retail shop , 
and common areas. 

So even though Wynn Las Vegas won 't 
reflect a specific place or time period, its 
alpine ambience could herald a return to 
a general topographic phase for ca ino 
theming. Deserts, anyone? 

De/1.e Caslfeman is senior editor of the La 
Vega dvi or and lite author of Whale 
Hunt in the De en: The Secret La Vegas 
of Superhost Steve Cyr (Huntington Press, 
2004). 

PHOTOS: Las Vegas News Bureau (top), Chris Talbot (left) 





Jimmy Durante, Cirque du Soled, and other opening nights that 

defined "Vegas-style" entertainment. By Mike Weatherford 

"Blue Man Group" has been a 
red-hot "Vegas-style" show. 

§ur it em lik a I ng, trang trip from th " hnoz' f Jimmy Durante to 
th cobalt-chrome dome of th "Blue Man roup,' but th volution of La 

ega ntertainm nt fo llow an almo t ord rl path ov r th pa t ix decad . 
id from t hnologi al hang , much of what you ee on the trip today ha 

trong thread back to th '50 , wh n ntertain r h Ip d er at the imag of the 
ity that mo t people urr ndy r cogniz . You can till e one how that op ned 

in 1959-the Tropicana' 'L F Ji B rger '-a w 11 as nightly tribut wh r 
co turned imp r onator pla to th public' ling ring fascination with Elvi Pre ley 
and th Rat Pa k. 

Le p cifi i that lu ive 
"V ga tyle' of entertainment 
that ti ll influence man pro­
duction . Th r ar two varia­
tion that mak for c mpatibl 
and intriguing oppo it . Th 
fir t i d1e down-front, tripp d­
down, anything-to-entertain at­
tack of old- chool entertain r 
uch a lin t Holm , Dann 

an , and d1 intas. Th cond i th ov r-th -top, an thing-
go , rything-but-th -kit h n ink oh , what the h k, throw 
th ink in , too) pectacl of th Las V gas production how. 

razy? Campy? Outrag ous? You b t. But people don t om to 
Vega for under-th -top. 

e for om If. Th lin that conne t d1 dots ar fairl 
cl a r in what ar h r argu d to b th defining landmark 
moments of La ga entertainm nt hi tory. 

Jimmy Uurante 
and Xavier Cuaat 
Flamingo, December 26, 1946 

()
nly in Las V as an you fi el littl guilt ab ut kipping 41 year of 

1 hi to1y Th trip was a po twar phenom non if ever there wa n , 
and th city' owb y ra nev r b ame th lllff of legend that tl1e 
Flamingo and its, ah, reative fin an ing Ua l gi did. 

The pre-World War lI da of Glitt r Gulch captured th public' 
imagination enough for a 1942 Tommy Dor movie to be nam d Las 
Vegas igltt . (The movie ' po ters proclaimed , "The hott t pot in 
th ountry .. With the ho tte t band on Earth .") By mid-1943 the te rm 
"floor how" was u ed to adverti e nte rtainm nt a t th Last Frontier 
and evada Biltmore. The very week the Flamingo opened in 1946 Jimmy Durante, who opened the Flamingo over the 
you al o could cc the Mill Br the r at th Biltm re or Peggy Lee and holidays in 1946, sang about "that well-dressed man." 
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the Ri tz Brother at El Rancho Vega . 
Sti ll , the Bug y Siegel legend help 

the Flam ingo' opening nigh t- starri ng 
Jimmy Durante and Xavie r ugat­
stand out as a p ioneering showroom 
date. Ava Gard ner, Lucille Ball , George 
Raft, and Veronica Lake were among 
the movie stars who a ttended the fi rst 
wee k' [e Livi lie . It al o was Du rante-

PHOTOS: Las Vegas News Bureau 

Above: Keely Smith and Louis Prima celebrate a payday during their heyday. Right: Harry 
Belafonte made Riviera executives agree to an anti-discrimination clause in his contract. 
Left: Twenty years before Xavier Cugat married Charo (left), the bandleader headed the bill 
with J immy Durante at the Flamingo Hotel 's 1946 debut. 

and about the ame time, comic J oe E. 
Lewis- who helped hone the wide-rang­
ing supper-club circuit down to what ap­
pealed pecifically to gambler and thu 
became quin tessentially ''Vega ." 

A vaudevill e ve te ran, Durante howed 
the path fo r all La Vega ta r to follow. 
He didn 't need fa ncy taging, just a 
batte red fedo ra to go with his slightly 
batte red stage per ona as he hammered 
the piano, j oked , and danced his way 
th ro ugh novelty "patter" ongs uch as 
'Tm Jimmy, That Well-Dres ed Man" 
and his signature tune, "Inka-Dinka­
Doo." 

Duran te's costa r, Xavie r Cugat, would 
be mambo king o n Lh e trip fo r years 
down the road , pacing hi Latin big 
band behind two singing wives, Abbe 
Lane and Charo, we ll into Lhe 1970s. 

"T hi is where the Wi ld West went 
when it couldn 't go fa rther westward ," 
Associated Pre s reporter Bob Thomas 
declared afte r the Flamingo's opening 
nigh t. "The town has b en conv rted to 
an opulent playground to satisfy the 
en tertainment whim of any visitor." 

L()uis rima 
and f eell' \m it 
Sahara, November 24, 1954 

lr his i the act tha t took "lounge" from 
a phy ical location to a rollicking mu­

ical ound and a wingin ' all-night 
image of the trip . Louis Prima and hi 
fo urth wife , Keely Smith , pulled a favo r 
fro m ahara enterta inment director Bill 
Mille r to land thi holiday dead-time 
booking whe n the ew Orlean band­
leader wa bordering on broke. 

Prima and mith were soon joined 
by axopho nist am Butera, and the 
"Wildest how in Vega " made the 

ahara' a bar lounge the la te-nigh t 
gathering point of al l the o ther ta r who 
had fi n i hed the ir own show . 

~arfl' Uelafcnte 
Riviera Hotel, July 7, 1955 

I' ometime the real d rama takes place 
J backstage. Belafonte, a solid Las Vegas 
tar, was a Caesar Palace regular in 

the la te '60s who re turned periodically 
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Two Copa Girls hold cue cards for "Summit" swingers Peter Lawford (left), Frank Sinatra, 
Dean Martin, Sammy Davis Jr., and Joey Bishop on their opening night at the Sands. 

through 1997 But his 1955 Riviera show 
was more than ju t the launch of a long 
career on the Strip. As Belafonte re­
called for the Las Vegas Review-Journal in 
1997 it also was an engagement that 
broke down the doors of egregation. 

After receiving shabby treatment a 
few years prior at the Thunderbird, 
Belafonte said, he returned in '55 "at the 
height of my career" and demanded­
in writing-that "under no circum­
stance would I accept being submitted 
to any racial discrimination whatsoever." 
The hotel agreed, and Belafonte saved 
a copy of the contract for posterity. 

Segregation as a formal casino policy 
didn't end in Las Vegas until 1960, but 
that summer of 1955 also marked the 
opening of the Moulin Rouge, Las 
Vegas' first integrated casino. Belafonte 
escorted Tallulah Bankhead to the 
Moulin Rouge, which lasted only a few 
months but proved that "whites and 
blacks could congregate without any 
problem," said longtime Las Vegas civic 
activi t Bob Bailey, who with his wife, 
Anna Bailey, performed at the Moulin 
Rouge during its brief heyday. 

••Lid() de Varis!J!J 
Stardust, July 2, 1958 

ll et us take a moment to separate the 
two parts of the phrase "topless show­

girl. " Television had driven burlesque 
to a final stand in the desert, where in 
1957 "Minsky's Follies" went one step 
beyond pasties at the Dunes. "Topless" 
had arrived. 

million cabaret revue, opened at the 
Stardust and transformed the howgirl 
from a French staple into a symbol of 
Las Vegas. The "Lido" is al o where spec­
tacle began to replace the modest floor 
shows of old. The Stardust production 
came complete with a 30-foot wimming 
pool and an ice rink that could be 
brought to stage level in 15 second . 
"Lido" showgirls lined the revolving 
tage like a "living curtain" before more 

descended from the ceiling and then 
dove into the pool. Thereafter, such 
stagecraft became an essential element 
of shows that physically could not tour­
a "bring the world to us" strategy sti ll 
practiced by Cirque du Soleil. 

••§ummit at the 
§ands!)!) 

Sands, January 20, 1960 

I

I ouis Prima and the Sahara topped the 
Llounge scene, but it was the Sands 
howroom that elevated Las Vegas en­

tertainment to mythic proportions. 
By 1960 the Sands was synonymous 

with Frank Sinatra, who for the past 
seven years had reinvented himself as 
the anti-rock king of cool and suave 
master of the standard. When he wasn't 
making movies or records, he was play­
ing tour guide to fe llow stars by intro­
ducing them to the Sands, "A Place in 
the Sun"-where he just happened to 
share "points" in the profits-and its 
influential entertainment director, J ack 
Entratter. 

When Sinatra, Dean Martin, Sammy 
Davisjr.,Joey Bishop, and Peter Lawford 
convened at the Sands during the film­
ing of Ocean '.5 Eleven, the combined star 
power was unprecedented, even if the 
Rat Pack's seemingly improvised antics 
owed a heavy nod to Las Vegas forerun­
ners uch as the Mary Kaye Trio. The 
gathering also derived from the tradi­
tion that on a tar' last night in the 
Copa Room, the headliner who opened 
the next night would show up to add a 
li ttle semi-improvised mayhem. 

The" ummit" name was a play on the 
upcoming Paris ummit conference that 
would bring Eisenhower, Khrushchev, 
and de Gaulle to the same table. Sinatra, 
Davis, and Martin would convene 
around tl1eir drink-cart prop periodi­
cally for the next six years. 

But a year later, "Lido de Paris," a $10- In 19S8 "Lido de Paris" introduced feathered spectacle to Las Vegas casino floor shows. 
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"That was clearly the be t show in the 
h i tory of thi community," aid former 

evada Governor Bob Mi ller, who aw 
one of the Copa Room dat s as a 
teenager. "It was like being backstage 
with them." 

tlvis Vresle'1 
The International, July 31, 1969 

l(")Y the ummer of Easy Rider, the Rat 
IJPacker were dirty old men on the 
wrong ide of the generation gap, and 
Las Vegas needed a new jolt of adrena­
line. Elvi Presley al o wa in need of a 

Elvis Presley and his wife, Priscilla, pose with 
frie nd and fellow heartthrob Tom J ones. 

comeback, having thrown much of h i 
career away in the '60s with a string of 
cheesy movie . 

It was the perfect marriage. Elvis de­
livered his now grown-up fans, who 
flock d to the International (now the 
Las Y, gas Hilton) and easily fi lled the 
hotel's 2,000- eat showroom, which was 
the city' largest at the time. By his la t 
performance in 1976 at the H il ton, 
Pre ley' image was so closely associated 
with the town that the La Vegas 
Convention and Visitors Authority even­
tual ly would draft Elvis imper onator 
for its marketing campaigns. 

ii§ieafried and Vu'1 
at The Miraae~~ 

The Mirage, February 1, 1990 

lrhe ntertainment momentum of 
the '50s and '60s stalled in the '70s 

and took a near-fatal nap in the '80s. A 

o..-4S._ ..... 

PHOTO: Las Vegas News Bureau Collection, University of Nevada, Las Vegas Library 

Hotel * Casino * RV Resort 
Convention Center 
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D llowing is a sampling of other noteworthy 
I' dates in Las Vegas entertainment histOl)'. 

1)4f: am my Davis Jr. star with the Will Mastin 
Trio at the Last Frontier. 
Jl'.H: Frank Sinatra gives his fir l Las Vegas per­
formance on September 4 at the Desert Inn. 
1 )} ~: Ronald Reagan stars in a variety show at 
the Last Frontier. The future president teams 
with the Continental for the February gig. 
)}')}: Liberace opens the Riviera on April 25. 
His salaq1 of 50,000 per week makes him the 
highest-paid Las Vegas performer to date. 
111}: "Le Folies Bergere" opens at the 
Tropicana on December 24; in 2004 the show is 
still running. At the Fremont, Wayne Newton 
plays the lounge with hi brother Jerry. 
1 )U: The Beatles perform two shows at the Las 
Vegas Convention Center on August 20. 
Hf~: Tom Jones first plays Ll1e Strip on March 
21 at the Flamingo. 
H(}: Barbra Streisand opens L11e International. 
Blf: Duke Ellington perform a pecial show 
at Caesars Palace in December. 
H/f: Julie Andrew bring the sound of music 
to Caesars Palace in Augu l. 

111S: Disco diva Donna Summer first plays the 
Las Vegas Hilton. 
OSI: ''.Jubilee!" open at Bally' on July 30. 
1JS1: "Legends in Concert" opens at the 
Imperial Palace with impersonations of Eh~s. 
Ma1ilyn Monroe, Buddy Holly, and 0Ll1er stars. 
1) 4: Tenor Luciano Pavarotti plays the Riviera 
in hi Las Vegas debut. 
1JS1: Frank Sinau-<1, Dean Martin, and ammy 
Da1~ Jr. hare a Las Vegas stage for the last time 
on October 29 as Martin and Davis surprise 
inatra on hi Bally's opening night. 

1~'.)1: The Grateful Dead play two sold-out con­
certs at the Silver Bowl, now Sam Boyd tadium, 
in April. 
1}}4: The Rolling Stones perform at the MGM 
Grand in October. 
)'.)}(: Wayne Newton celebrates his 25,000th 
L1S Vegas performance. Also, Siegfried and Roy 
perform in the city for the 15,000th time. 
1~'.)S: Cirque du oleil opens "O" on October 
16 at the Bellagio. 
1~}'.): Millennium New Year celebrations in­
clude concerts by Barbra Streisand at Ll1e MGM 
Grand, Tina Turner and Elton John at Thomas 
and Mack Center, and Rod Stewart at the Rio. 
'lUl1: Celine Dion opens "A New Day ... " on 
March 25 in Ll1e new 4,100-seat Colo eum at 
Caesa1 Palace. Cirque du Soleil's "Zumanity" de­
buts in September at ew York- 1ew York. 
'l()()4: Elton John agrees to perform at Caesars 
Palace while Celine Dion is on hiatus. Britney 
Spears appears at the MGM in March, two 
monL11s after her brief Las Vegas marriage to a 
childhood friend. "We Will Rock You," based on 
the music of Queen, opens at Pari Las Vegas. 

26 NEVADA MAGAZINE NOV/DEC 2004 

Roy Horn and Siegfried Fischbacher own white lions, Royal White tigers, other big cats, and 
an Asian elephant. Many of the animals, as well as dolphins, can be seen at the Mirage. 

prominent exception was the illusion­
and-big-cat spectacular of "Siegfri d 
and Roy." 

Siegfried Fischbachet~ Roy Horn, and 
their tigers and lion had be n a grow­
ing presence on the Strip since their 
1967 debut a a 12-minute pecialty act 
in the Tropicana 's "Le Folies Bergere." 
In 1981, circu impre arias Irvin and 
Kenn th Feld made tar of them with 
"Beyond Belief," wh ich more than three 
mi ll ion showgoer aw at the Frontier 
over the cour e of 3,500 p rformance . 

But that show was sti ll o ld Vegas in fla­
vor, complete with showgirls and campy 
circu mu ic. " iegfried and Roy at The 
Mirage" opened the door to the Las 

"Mystere ," one of four Cirque du Soleil 
shows in Las Vegas, plays at Treasure Island. 

Vegas that wa to come, with computer­
ized lighting and production design by 
J ohn ap ier of "Les Miserables" and 
"Cats" fame. The show ran unti l Roy suf­
fered a near-fatal bite from one of h is 
how tigers onstage on October 3, 2003. 

"MYstere" 
Treasure Island, December 25, 1993 

lr he Cirque du Soleil takeover of Las 
Vegas actually began a year earl ier, in 

1992, when the Cirque touring show 
" ouvelle Experience" settled in a cus­
tom big top behind the Mirage, invited 
by owner Steve Wynn. Then Wynn bu il t 
a theater for Cirque du Soleil at 
Trea ure Island, where t11e troupe cre­
ated "Mystere," an only-in-Vegas opus 
that took fu ll advantage of the custom­
fit taging that a Su-ip hotel-casino can 
offer. 

Cirque later topped itself witl1 tl1e 
water show "O" at t11e Bellagio and ex­
perimented witl1 the edgy "Zumanity" at 
New York- w York. Now Cirque plan 
to begin previews of "AA" in late 
November at the MGM Grand. Perhap 
thi new spectacle wi ll keep Las Vegas on 
the cutting edg of ntertainment in a 
new century. 

Mike Weathe1f ord is an entertainment colum­
nist for the Las Vegas Review:Journal and 
the author of Cult Vegas: The Weirde t! 
The Wildest! The Swingin'e t Town on 
Eartl1! (Huntington Press, 2001). 
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The glamorized image of the old Vegas mobsters 
contrasted with their need to keep a low profile--
or else. By John L. Smith 

T hey say Benjamin "Bugsy" Siegel, the 
man who opened the Flamingo 
Hotel and hated his famous nick­

name, died of natural cause . He was mur­
dered. 

Evolve or pe1; h-that's the tory of the 
mob in Las Vi gas. When the first wave of 
gangsters came West during World War II, 
they found a parched promised land where 
gambling was legal and their illegitimate 
live could be cleansed. But there were 
rule to the game. 

Those who, like Siegel, were suspected of 
stealing from their partners were expend­
able. Bugsy was hot to death on June 20, 
1947 in the B verly Hills home of his girl­
friend, Virginia Hill. His demise made na­
tional headlines, and ironically it probably 
did more to put Las Vegas on the map than 
the creation of the Flamingo. 

Other mobsters with Las Vegas ties met 
the ame fate. Mob casino man Gus 
Greenbaum, a star of the 1963 book The 

"Las Vegas was started 
by the mob. We still get 
questions every day. 
But the public should 
remember that they 
weren't good people." 

Green Felt jungle, was so addled by booze and 
heroin he became a loose-lipped liability. 
The same was true for Chicago mob insider 
Johnny Ro elli , once a Las Vega power­
house. 

Tough Tony Spilotro, portrayed by Joe 
Pesci in Casino, the 1995 Martin Scorsese 
Vegas mob epic, failed to keep a low pro-
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file in the 1970s and effectively 
opened the door to federal inves­
tigations. He paid the price, too. 

"Maintaining order, that 
was Tony's job, and he 
crewed it up," says or­

ganized-crime expert 
Ed Becker, coauthor of 
AllAmericanMafioso: The 
johnny Roselli Lory. 

Evolve or peri h. Moe 
Dalitz was a prince of 
the Cleveland rackets 
and one of Ame1;ca's 
biggest bootleggers, but 
after moving to Las 
Vegas to complete the 
Desert Inn in 1950 he 
embraced the commu­
nity, diversified, gave gen­
erously to charity, and 
lived to the ripe age of 89. 
In the early 1950s, Dalitz 
had sparred with Este 
Kefauver, the Tenne see sena­
tor who e rackets committee 
hed light on the criminal ele­

ment in the gambling business. 
But Moe realized that his fu­
ture depended on his ability to 
keep a low profile, even in the 
1960s, when he used his con­
tacts with Teamsters Union 
titan Jimmy Hoffa to arrang 
the flow of million in Central 
States Pension Fund loans to 

trip hotel . 

mob influence were being scrubbed 
out of the Strip, the stake had ri en, 

and the megaresort era had 
begun. Former Organized 

rime Strike Force prose­
cutor Don Campbell, now 
a Las Vegas attorney, says 
tlie traditional mob just 
couldn't keep up. 

"In its day, everything 
was connected in Las 
Vegas," Campbell says. 
"Today, I don't know of 
any casino that's con­
nected or influenced in 
any way. The Team ters 
could only develop so 
many hotels. Wall Street 
is the only place you can 
rai e the money it takes 

to build tho e enormous 
resorts. You have to have 

Wall Street, and you have to 
show where your money 

comes from. It just got too big. 
The mob couldn't control it." 

Becker' take differs lightly. 
"I don't know that they were 
outgrown," he ay , "but tliey 
screwed up, the mob did." 

ecretive billionaire Howard 
Hughes sped the mob's exit 
after he arrived by train on 
Thanksgiving 1966 and pro­

Bugsy Siege l, 
mob trai lblazer. 

Once mob families were 
weakened by attrition and in­
carceration, most authorities 
contend, they couldn't sui-vive 
in a legitimate world in which 
major corporations had honed 
tlie business of ganibling and 
entertainment to a science. In 
time, Wall Street fell in love 
with gaming stocks. 

ceeded to buy a u·ing of casinos linked to 
Meyer Lansky and other organized-crime 
figure . In le than a decade most Su·ip 
casino had gone corporate. 

By tlie 19 0 , when the la t vestiges of 

With Hollywood continu­
ing to romanticize the mob in Las 
Vegas, Gaming Control Board Chief of 
Enforcement Keitl1 Copher can't blame 
vi itors for wonde1-ing whether the boys 
still have tlie nm of the joints. "Las Vegas 



was started by the mob," he says. "We still 
get questions every day. But the public 
should remember that they weren't good 
people. They were street crooks who 
pulled burglaries and committed violent 
crimes and have unfortunately been 
glamorized." 

Gaming Control Board member Bobby 

Out ina 
Flash 

A mobster meets his match 
in a persistent photographer. 
By John L. Smith 

I 
twas a Friday evening in late October 
1960, and Las Wigas Sun photographer 
Frank Maggio had just returned from 

a three-<lay fishing trip to Lake Mead. An 
award-winning former White House lens­
man for the Associated Press, Maggio 
smelled like a month-<lead carp as he 
dropped by the newspaper to pick up his 
mail. 

Reporter Alan Jarlson collared him 
and announced that state gaming-control 
agents were about to eject notorious 
Chicago gangster Marshall Caifano from 
the Desert Inn. Maggio grabbed his 
Pontiac-sized Speed Graphic camera, and 
the pair raced to the Strip hotel. 

Caifano, the first hood placed in 
evada's infamous Black Book of notorious 

characters banned from casinos, was the 
mob's Las Vegas enforcer and arguably 
the most feared gangster in America. 
Running the streets under the alias 
Johnny Marshall, the ex-boxer had a ma­
niacal stare and a reputation for violence. 
His mere presence in a casino struck fear 
in the mob's front men. 

A suspect in several murders, Caifano 
was on law enforcement's watch list. The 
gaming agents also were eager to enforce 
the state 's newly issued Black Book. When 
the agents found him, dapper Johnny 
Marshall was hiding out at the mobbed-up 
Desert Inn. 

Maggio andJarlson arrived in the lobby 
as the agents were escorting Caifano 
from the hotel. Maggio quickly set his 
camera and fired a flash. But Caifano 

PHOTO: Nevada State Li brary and Archives 

Siller, a former special agent in charge of 
the FBI's Las Vegas office, says, "I think 
the era of mob influence in the casino in­
dustry is over. Now, are there some people 
historically associated with organized 
crime working in the industry? Yes. But 
I'm not aware of any who have any control 
in any casino. The old La Cosa Nostra 

wasn't in the mood to say cheese. The fu­
rious mobster broke loose from his escorts 
and punched Maggio's camera halfway to 
Las Vegas Boulevard. 

"When you hit a Speed Graphic with 
your fist, you 're taking a chance on cutting 
your hand up," the unassuming Maggio 
once told me. "All I know is the camera 
went flying, and it put me in 
position." 

In position, that is, for the best shot of 
his career-a dandy right cross that 
landed flush on Caifano's notorious mug. 
The punch knocked the toughest hood­
lum in the country all the way to La La 
Land. 

'Tm not a fighter," Maggio said. "It was 
just natural reflexes." 

With Caifano taking a carpet nap in 
the Desert Inn lobby, chaos ensued. The 
agents picked up the nodding hit man. 
Security guards grabbed Maggio, who 
stunk like bait and resembled a transient. 

His life flashed before him. What 
had he done? According to legend, 
Caifano had killed people for less. 

Maggio eventually was released, Caifano 
was taken to the friendly confines of the 
local slammer, and the Sun bannered the 

control of the casinos is gone. If the1-e was 
one, I sure would like to know." 

Evolve or perish. Campbell, the ex-mob 
buster, laughs at the irony. Turns out the 
tough guys weren't so tough after all. 

"The demise of the mob saw the rise of 
corporations in the casinos," Campbell 
says. "Whoever would have thought? 

story. Jarlson painted 
Maggio as a camera-tot­

ing Marciano. 
Although Maggio looked 

over his shoulder for weeks 
afterward, Caifano never 

retaliated. The consummate 
mob hard case eventually 

served nine years on extortion 
charges. Thanks to a 1980 racke­

teering conviction, he grew old 
in prison. In 1991 the 80-year-old 

Caifano was released from federal 
prison after the authorities had de­

clared that he was no longer a threat 
to society. Caifano died in September 

2003, at age 93, in his sleep. 
Maggio went on to become Hacienda 

Hotel matron Judy Bayley's personal pho­
tographer and confidant and spent 15 
years as the Union Plaza's director of pro­
motions. In 1975 he authored Las Wigas 
Calling, a photo book about the city's de­
velopment. Before his death at age 75 in 
1993, Maggio operated the One-Hour 
Photo Lab on Decatur Boulevard. 

During his career Maggio photo­
graphed countless public figures, from 
Harry Truman to Mario Lanza, from 
pugilists to pimps. He had 14 cameras 
smashed by unwilling subjects. He also ab­
sorbed three broken no es and one skull 
fracture by others seeking to remain out 
of focus. But he always got the picture. 

Maggio's impromptu match with one of 
Murder, Inc. 's top executives remain a 
memorable episode in Vegas mob history, 
even if Maggio himself had second 
thoughts about his actions. As he told 
me years later, "If I had used my head, 
I wouldn't have done it." 

john L. Smith i,s a columni,st for the Las Vegas 
Review:Journal and the author of Of Rats 
and Men: Oscar Goodman's Life From 
Mob Mouthpiece to Mayor of Las Vegas 
(Huntington Press, 2003). 
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A
r markabl ev lution has taken plac in Las Vegas, a 
hange that few could have pr di ted as re entl as 20 
ear ago. Man of th r cord 37 million p ople expected 

to visit Las Vegas thi year will noti e that evolution-that al­
though the city r main th world ' pr minent gam ing de ti­
nation , asino gaming i ju t one part of the ntertainment 
exp rien in 21 t-centut Las egas. 

When gam ing was legalized in 1931, it instant! becam the 
ity' d lining feature. However, with m form f gaming I gal 

in 4 tat , egas has diversified its oft ring . Toda La 

Y: rk- s h duled to 
ov mb r 26 at the M M 

Broadway mu i al al o have found a firm footl1old on th 
ll"ip. Th bba mu i al "Mam ma Mia." pla at Mandalay Ba , 

and th ueen-bas d "We Will Rock You" recentl op ned at 
Paris Las egas. 

Restaurant Scene: The egas dining seen now ranks 
among the be t in t11 \ orld , and the Ii t of hef! -from 
Wolfgang Puck to Em ri l La e to Bradle Ogd n-who have 

egas boasts a broad pe trum of dining, en­
tertainment, shopping, olf, pas, and r orts as 
it celebrate its fir t hundred yea r . 

The Next Generation: In tl1e howr oms, 
the urtain are ri ing for a new generation of 
p rform rs. Two year a o, when lin Dion 

Visitors will not only see Glitter Gulch nostalgia but 

also a bright future for the city's historic center. 
announ ed she had igned a multimillion-dollar contract to per­
form in her own cu tomiz d, 95-million olo um at Cae ars 
Pala e until 2006, it reinforced Las ega ' image as th 
"Entertainment apital of th World." 

Be ide per nnial favorit uch as impersonator Dann an 
at the Mirage, master magician Lan e Burto n at the Monte 
Carlo, and Wayn r wton, a.k.a. "Mr. Las gas," at tl1e tardust, 
how from around the world now all Las gash me. irqu 

du oleil's popularity i vid nt in its three trip pectacle , " " 
at Bellagio, "M ter " at Treasur Island, and "Zumanit " at ew 
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op n d re tau rants in Las e read like a Who 's Who of the 
culinary w rid. Izabela Wojcik, as i Lant program dire tor of the 
J am B ard Foundation, recently noted that Vegas is nm 
th " lifl: ote of the culinary indu try." You an name an 
world-r nowned chef, and he or she has a re tau rant (or two or 
t11r e) in La Vegas-or ha plans for one. 

Bufli ts have b en tran formed as evident by the re nt 
9-million r vamping of the Rio 's alread succes ful arnival 

World Bufli t. The Mirag upp d the ant with ravings, a 
buffet featuring 13 kit hen where chef! work their magic 
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in front of diners. Other buffets have renovation plans as well. 
Great Malls: Shopping has emerged as a favorite visitor ac­

tivity. The Fashion Show Mall recently completed a $1-bi ll ion 
expansion. The mall' fa<;ade is high lighted by a 72,000-square­
foot outdoor plaza covered with a 128-foot-high multimedia 
"cloud." Mandalay Bay recently opened Mandalay Place, a 
100,000-square-foot retai l area connecting Mandalay Bay and 
tl1e Luxor via a 310-foot-long retail sky bridge. 

Scheduled to open this fal l is a new section of the Forum 
Shops at Caesars. The tluee-level expansion will feature about 
60 upscale specialty retail tenants and restaurants and a side­
walk entrance on the Strip. The addition will have a large 
reflecting pool, a domed skylight, and tl1e city's first Mitsubishi 
Electric spiral escalator. 

Those looking for a different kind of shopping locale can 
gravitate to downtown 's Las Vegas Premium Outlets, where 
more than 120 designer and name-brand outlet stores offer 
savings of 25 to 65 percent. 

Downtown: There's more than shopping in downtown Las 
Vegas. Visitors will see not only Glitter Gulch nostalgia but 
also glimp es of a bright future for the city's historic center. 
Earlier this year, tl1e Fremont Street Experience unve iled a 
$16.5-mill ion facelift that includes a "Viva Vision" video-display 
sy tern in the four-block-long canopy. The new system has 16 
mill ion lights, making it one of the large t virtual LED screens 
in the world. 

Downtown 's resurgence has been aided by its appearances 
on national TV. The hows tap into the growing popularity 
of high-profi le poker tournaments at propertie such as 
the Hor e hoe. Al o, Fox' The Casino howcase the Golden 

Vegas Vic towers over Fremont Street Experience showgoers. 

PHOTOS: Ira Gostin 

The Las Vegas Monorail has seven stops on its four-mile track. 

ugget and its young owner , Tim Poster and Tom Breitling. 
At the outhern edge of downtown the Las Vegas Arts 

District has gall erie , antique hops, and restaurants. The city 
al o i encouraging an entertainment district featuring small 
club with live music. The World Market Center, a convention 
fac ili ty showcasing international furniture manufacturers, is 
under con truction. 

The Monorail: Even tran portation is reaching new 
heights. The $650-m ill ion La Vegas Monorai l opened on the 
east side of the Strip in July. U ing up to n ine trains of four 
cars each, the monorail runs 20 feet above the ground in most 
ar as, reaching its highest point, 70 feet, in front of the Las 
Vega Convention Center. The monorai l extends from tl1e 
MGM Grand to the Sahara, with five station in between. The 
city hopes to extend the monorail to downtown in the next 
few years. 

Centennial Year: As we ride into Las Vegas ' future , next 
year wi ll prove to be an active time as Las Vega celebrate its 
lOOth birthday on May 15, 2005. Festivities are planned over 
many months, from the biggest ewYear's Eve fireworks show 
in Las Vegas history to the return of He lldorado Days. 

Another highlight of2005 will be the opening of Wynn Las 
Vega. Steve Wynn's $2.5-bi llion, 2,700-room resort, like his 
previou hotel , wi ll help to redefine Las Vegas. 

Beyond Las Vegas ' centenn ial year, what's next? o one 
knows for certain, but in this land of odds, it's a sure bet that 
the next evolution will be equally entertaining. 

Marina Nico/,a is a publicist for the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors 
Authority. For a guide to Las Vegas centennial activities through 2005 
see thi is ue's "Nevada Events and Shows. " 
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Mobsters, aliens, and showgirls star in these 13 top 

Las Vegas movies. By Carol Cling 

ou may have heard of Cinema Paradiso, the Italian 
harmer about the magic of the movi that won 1990' 

cademy Award for b t foreign-language film. But forget 
ema Paradiso. It' time to talk in ma Pair-a-dice-0. 

You know the place-the 24-hour party town that' in a state 
of perp tual in omnia, a neon-lit odom and morrah popu­
lat d by heart-of-gold howgirls, h artle casino bo , desper­
ate gamblers down to their last chip, icy hei tmeisters,jet-setting 
pi , murderou mob ters, and murd rou mon ters. o let' 

hoi ta glass (a comp d cocktail, of course), break out the pop­
corn, and celebrate a baker's dozen of inema Pair-a-dice-0' be t, 

movies that capture the myriad moods of eon irvana. 
Her ' a Ii t of favorite in alphabetical ord r. Roll 'em! 

Casino (1995): Director Martin corse ' bli te1;ng account of 
mob reign-and ruin-in 1970 Las Vegas delivers an unflinch­
ing, unforgettable portrait of an outwardly intoxicating, inwardly 
toxic in ity. Jt's a fallen Pair-a-dice where not even the insiders 
(Robert De iro and Jo Pes i as thinly-disguised version of Lefty 
Ro nthal and Tony pilotro) can be sure of the odds. 

The Cooler (2003): De pite b ing filmed in a habby, shuttered 
Reno asino, The Cooler proudly trump ts its utter Vegasne with 
a winning portrait ofa "piece of walking Kryptonite" (William H. 
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Macy) who can freeze a lucky treak by trolling past a sl t ma­
chine-until, inevitably, he's redeemed (and undone) by love. 

Desert Bloom (1986): Tucson stand in for Las Vegas, the land 
of easy money and quickie divorce, in a poignant drama et at 
the dawn of the Atomic Age, about a troubled nuclear family 
(includingJon Voight, Ellen Barkin,JoBeth Wi ll iams, and then­
newcomer Annabeth Ci h). nlike mot Vegas movie, Desert 
Bwom looks b yond the casino whirl to explore the city' home­
town heart. 

Diamonds Are Forever (1971): Las Vegas has b en a mecca 
for pr.jinks from Austin Powers: International Man of Mystery to The 
Return of the Man From U. . C.L.E. They wouldn't have felt o at 
home, however, without Bond,James Bond-and Connery, ean 

onnery, who vi 1t to on irvana in hi lucky-seventh 007 
adventure provide a glittering tour ofvintag Vegas. 

Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas (199 ): Las Vegas erves 
its customary metaphorical role as the embodiment of wr tch d 
exce in director Terry Gilliam' adaptation of Hunter 
Thompson's arly-l 970s counterculture classic, which delivers 
truly twisted vision (featuring Johnny Depp and B nicio D I 
Toro) to match the original' hallucinogenic pro e. Buy a ticket, 



Tom Jones (above) plays himself in 
Mars Attacks! as Annette Bening, 
playing a laser-toting showgirl, 
tries to save him from aliens. Right: 
Robert De Niro portrays a casino 
boss in Casino, which costars Joe 
Pesci and Sharon Stone. Opposite 
page: Johnny Depp stars in Fear 
and Loathing in Las Vegas, which is 
based on Hunter S. Thompson's 
Vegas classic. 

take the ride-and realize what a 
strange trip it tru ly is. 

Leaving Las Vegas (1995): 
There's only one Las Vegas, but 
two versions of it show up in 
Leaving Las Vegas. Two beautiful 
losers (0 car winner icolas age 
and Elisabeth Shue) fall in love 
and make them elves at home in 
the last-chance final stop before 
oblivion. This is an elusive, illus-
ory nightscape that's half dream, half nightmare, and all Vegas. 

Lost in America (1985): Writer-director-star Albert Brooks' up­
roariou baby-boomer odyssey perfectly captures crazed casino 
madness as a nice Yuppie couple discovers that, at bottom, Vegas 
is and always wi ll be about the bottom line. As the movie 's post­
script touchingly advises, "To those few who have the courage to 
drop out and find tllern elve , may God be with you and take you 
to Utah, avoid ing evada completely." 

Mars Attacks! (1996): reature features from The Amazing Co­
lossal Man to The Night Stalker have long found Vegas a congenial 

Mars Attacks!, 

Tim Burton's 

madcap spoof 

of alarmist atomic 

cheapies, casts 

Las Vegas as the 

center of human 

civilization. 

setting. But Tim Burton 's madcap spoof of those alarmist atomic 
cheapies casts Las Vegas as the center of human civilization­
which explains why tho e little green meanies from Mars pick 
Paluump as the site of their first official Earth landing and blast 
the Landmark to smithereen . 

Melvin and Howard (1980): It all starts when hapless Melvin 
Dummar (Paul LeMat) gives hitchh iker Howard Hughes Qason 
Robard Jr.) a ride to Las Vegas. But that's hardly where it 
end in an Oscar-winning glimpse of the Ame1;can dream lo t 
and found-and Las Vegas' role in same, from wedding chapels 
to couru·ooms. 
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The remake of 

Ocean's Eleven 

can't possibly 

recapture 

the original's 

unstoppable, 

untoppable cool. 
The 2001 version of Ocean 's Eleven features George Clooney as heistmeister Danny Ocean. 

Ocean's Eleven (1960/ 2001): Talk about seeing double. The 
first Oceans El.even ren1rns u to those thrilling days of yesteryear 
when Vegas was the ring-a-ding, wingin' center of the universe­
and the Rat Pack' re idency proved it. The remake, despite an 
all-star cast (led by George looney, Brad Pitt, Matt Damon, and 
Julia Roberts) can't possibly recap tu r the original 's unstoppable, 
untoppable cool. As both vet ion demon trat , however, Glitter 
City-wheth r it's the mobsters or the numbers-crunchers call­
ing th shots-remains one hell ofa plac to rob. And ain't that 
a kick in the head? 

Rain Man (1988): Another cross-country ody ey, this Oscar­
winn r casts Las Vegas as a crossroads of the heart, the place 
where a hustler (Tom Cruise) finally connects with his autistic 
brother (Oscar winner Dustin Hoffman). The latter reacts to a 
panoramic trip vi w from their impossibly plush high-roller suite 
with this impeccable assessment: "Very sparkly, very twinkly." 
Truer words were never spoken. 

Viva Las Vegas (1964): And where better to end our cinematic 
tour of Cinema Pair-a-dice-o tl1an with a scen ic tour led by race-

veaas film fest 
'-.£ ovie fans can ee Viva Las Vegas (right) at next summ r's 
~ CineVe Film Fe tival. The 1964 Elvis Presley and Ann­
Margret romp wi ll be given a special outdoor screening at 
tl1e Palms' kin Pool Lounge during the June 10-18 festival. 
The Palms serves as headquarters for the 2005 CineVegas, 
wh ich will feature actor and films that have made contri­
butions to Las Vegas as part of the city' centennial celebra­
tion. The "Five Favorite Vegas Movie of All Time," to be 
decided in a national come t, will be hown. all 702-992-
7979 or visit www.cinevegas.com for more information. 
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car driver-waiter Elvis Pr sley and swim instructor Ann-Margret 
that embrace the Strip, Mount Charleston, Lake Mead, and 
everyth ing in between? The view ha changed considerably since 
Elvi first ang, "Bright light city gonna set my oul, gonna set my 
soul on fire ... " But what wa true then remains true today: "Viva 
Las Y, gas, turnin' day into nighttime, turnin ' night into day­
time-ifyou ee it once, you ' ll never be the same again ." 

And unlike so much e lse-real or reel-in Las Vegas, that 
notion is, and always wi ll be, a sure bet. 

Carol Cling is the movie critic and an entertainment writer for the 
Las Vegas Review:Journal. 
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100 
Things 
to Do 

• ID 

Glitter 
City 
You can go shopping, 

stargazing, or skydiving 

as the city turns 100. 

By Wilma LaRocca 

T
o get a head start in celebrating the 
city' centennial, here is a sampling of 
100 things to do and places to ee in 
the Las Vegas area. Adult admi sion 

prices are Ii ted; children' and enior ad­
mi sion charges are often le s. Hour are 
daily unles otherwise noted. Be ure to call 
ahead to confirm hour and prices. Shoppers enter Desert Passage, which has 140 shops and an African-marketplace ambiance. 

Free Things to Do 
Air Play at Tropicana: Aerialists and dancers per­

form overhead six times daily, 11 a.m. and 1, 3, S, 7 
and 9 p.m. 888-826-8767 702-739-2222. 

Bellagio Fountain Show and Conservatory: Set to 
music and light, the fountains soar 24S feet into the air. 
Inside, you can stroll among the conservatory's flowers 
and exotic plants. 888-987-6667 702-693-7111. 

Circus Circus Midway: Balancing acts, jugglers, 
and trapeze artists appear on the Midway and in the 
casino. 800-634-6661, 702-734-0410. 

Clark County Wetlands Park: Wildlife, ponds, 
plants, and walking trails. 70SO E. Tropicana, nine miles 
east of the Strip, 702-4SS-7S22. 

Ethel M Tour: After a tour of the Ethel M Chocolate 
Factory, you can munch free samples and visit the 
cactus gardens. Henderson, 702-43S-2641. 
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Fantasy Faire at Excalibur: Medieval minstrels, 
magicians, and jugglers. 800-937-7777 702-S97-7777 

Forum Shops at Caesars: The Roman statues 
come to life hourly. 800-634-6661, 702-893-4800. 

Sam's Town Sunset Stampede: The Western­
themed laser show features an atrium and waterfall. 2, 
6, 8, and 10 p.m. 800-634-6371, 702-4S6-7777 

Masquerade Village Carnival·Mardi Gras at the 
Rio: Watch from the balconies or pick a costume and 
board a float. 877-784-S737 702-2S2-7777 

MGM's CBS Television City Research Center: 1V 
junkies judge whether CBS should keep or can a new 
show. 800-646-7787 702-891-S7S2. 

Rain Storm: At Desert Passage at the Aladdin, 
storms periodically threaten the Merchant's Harbor. 
800-800-8284, 702-866-0710. 

"The Sirens ofTI": Treasure Island's outdoor pirate 

show stars sexy sirens. 7 8:30, 10, and 11 :30 p.m. 
800-944-7444, 702-894-7111 . 

The Strip: Driving on the Las Vegas Strip, desig­
nated a National Scenic Byway, you'll see a volcano, a 
pyramid, the Eiffel Tower, and the New York skyline. 

Volcano Eruption, the Mirage: When it blows, you 
can feel the heat on the sidewalk. Eruptions every 15 
minutes, 8-11 :SS p.m. 800-627-6667 702-791-7111. 

Animal Attractions 
Flamingo Wildlife Habitat: Flamingos, African 

penguins, swans, turtles, and cockatoos live behind the 
Flamingo Hotel. 800-732-2111, 702-733-3111 . 

Las Vegas Natural History Museum: Live sharks 
and dioramas that depict animals in their habitat. $6. 
900 Las Vegas Blvd. N., 702-384-DINO. 

Mandalay Bay's Exotic Birds: Bird girls in the lobby 
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"Mamma Mia!" at Mandalay Bay reaches back to the disco era with its Abba songs (left). Right: New York-New York's Manhattan Express. 

present Catalina macaws, Mollucan cockatoos, and 
other exotics. 877-632-7800, 702-632-7000. 

MGM Lion Habitat: Guests watch from a glass tun­
nel inside the habitat. 800-929-1111, 702-891 -7777 

Sharl< Reef at Mandalay Bay: Visitors walk on a 
clear plastic floor to see 2,000 aquatic creatures, in­
cluding sharks. $15.95. 800-228-9290, 702-632-4555. 

Siegfried and Roy Secret Garden and Dolphin 
Habitat, the Mirage: Bengal and Siberian tigers, white 
lions, and a snow leopard. Dolphins swim nearby. $12. 
800-267-6667 702-791 -7111 . 

Southern Nevada Zoological-Botanical Part<: 
Cats, apes, eagles, and venomous reptiles. $6.50. 1775 
N. Rancho Dr., 702-648-5955. 

Tiana Carroll's Tropicana Bird Show: Tropical birds 
ride bicycles and dance. 800-634-4000, 702-739-2411 . 

Themed Fun 
Rio BevErtainers: Casino beverage servers sing 

and dance. 24 hours. 877-784-5737 702-252-7777 
Elvis-A-Rama: Tribute shows, Elvis' automobiles, 

jumpsuits, and guitars. $9.95. 3401 Industrial Rd. at 
Spring Mountain Rd. Free shuttle. 702-309-7200. 

Hard Rock Hotel Music Memorabilia: Commem­
orating rock 'n' roll, punk, and hard-rock performers. 
800-HRD-ROCK, 702-693-5000. 

Harley-Davidson Cafe: Motorcycle memorabilia. 
3725 Las Vegas Blvd. S., 702-7 40-4555. 

Legends Pit, Imperial Palace: You can play black­
jack with Elvis, Madonna, and other impersonator deal­
ers after 6 p.m. 800-634-6441 , 702-731-3311. 

NASCAR Cafe, Sahara: While waiting for ham­
burgers you can marvel at "Carzilla," a giant-sized 2000 
Pontiac stock car. 702-737-2111. 

MGM Rainforest Cafe: It's a jungle out there. 
Animated elephants, leopards, and birds. 800-929-
1111 , 702-891-8580. 

Planet Hollywood Las Vegas, Caesars Palace: 
Restaurant has many displays of photos, wardrobes, 

props, and other movie memorabilia. 702-791-7827 
"Tournament of Kings" Dinner Show, Excalibur: 

Jousting matches, sword fights, knights, ladies, and 
stunt riding. $47.50. 800-937-7777 702-597-7600. 

Cultural Affairs 
Bellagio Gallery of Fine Art: "Claude Monet: 

Masterworks from the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston" 
thru January 9. Each year the gallery offers two exhi­
bitions of internationally known artworks. $15. 888-987-
6667 702-693-7871 . 

Guggenheim Hennitage Museum, Venetian: The 
museum, in alliance with the Guggenheim Foundation 
in New York, hosts art shows drawn from great muse­
ums. $15. 888-2VENICE, 702-414-2440. 

Las Vegas Art Museum: Collection includes works 
by Marc Chagall and Salvador Dali. $6. 702-360-8000. 

The Wynn Collection: At the Nevada Museum of 
Art in Reno until March 2005, Steve and Elaine Wynn's 
collection is slated to open at the new Wynn Las Vegas 
in April. 3145 Las Vegas Blvd. S., 702-733-4100. 

Family Attractions 
Adventuredome, Circus Circus: Sling shot, roller 

coaster, bumper cars, and arcade. All-day pass $13.95-
$21 .95. 800-444-2472, 702-794-3939. 

Gameworl<s: Nearly 200 video games. Showcase 
Mall, 3785 Las Vegas Blvd. S., 702-432-4263. 

Hoover Dam: Tours of dam daily except Thanks­
giving and Christmas; 30 miles southeast of Las Vegas 
on U.S. 93. Tour $10, parking $5. 702-597-5970. 

Las Vegas Mini Gran Prix: Stock car track and 
Grand Prix. 1401 N. Rainbow Blvd., 702-259-7000. 

Lied Discovery Children's Museum: 100 hands-on 

Downtown Las Vegas 
Downtown includ 12 hot I-casino that tand where the city was 

founded in 1905. You can walk around and see it all in a few 
hours or find a bench t it and people-watch. 

Fremont Street Experience: Pedestrian promenade has a mega.wattage light­
and-sound show, retail carts, and free entertainment. The show begins at dusk and runs 
through midnight. 800-249-3559, 702-687-5777 

Hand of Faith: Gold nugget weighs 61 pounds, 11 ounces. Golden Nugget, 800·634-
3454, 702-385·7111 . 

Neon Museum: An open-air display of old but working neon signs occupies a block at 
the end of the canopied section of Fremont Street. 

Neonopolis: 14-screen movie theater, shops, and restaurants next to the Neon Museum. 
Golden Gate Casino: The venerable downtown casino is home to a famous 99-cent 

shrimp cocktail (right). 800-426-1906, 702-385-1906. 
The Louisa Alcott Pullman Parlor Car: On display with other antiques at Main Street 

Station. 800-465-0711, 702-387-1896. 
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exhibits are designed to teach and 
entertain. $6. 833 Las Vegas Blvd. N., 
702-382-KIDS. 

"In Search of the Obelisk," 
Luxor: Motion-simulator journey. 
$7 .50. 800-288-1000, 702-262-4400. 

Scandia: Miniature golf, go-karts, 
batting cages, boats, and arcade. 
2900 Sirius Ave., 702-634-0070. 

Stratosphere Tower Observation 
Deck: America's tallest free-standing 
observation tower is 1, 149 feet up. 
$9. 800-998-6937 702-380-7777 

Historical Outings 
Atomic Testing Museum: Open 

mid-December, the museum will pre-

sent the history of the Nevada Test Dragsters compete at Las Vegas Motor Speedway. 
Site and the Cold War. Desert 
Research Institute, 755 E. Flamingo Rd., 702-794-5151 . 

Howard W. Cannon Aviation Museum: Exhibits 
review the history of aviation in Southern Nevada. 
McCarran International Airport, 702-455-7968. 

King Tut's Tomb and Museum, Luxor: A replica of 
King Tut's gold-filled tomb as found by Howard Carter 
in 1922. $5. 800-288-1000, 702-262-4400. 

Las Vegas Gambling Museum: Gaming chips, play­
ing cards, and the history of Las Vegas. $2.50. East end 
of Fremont Street at Las Vegas Blvd., 702-385-1883. 

Luxor IMAX Theatre: Technology creates sight­
seeing of the Grand Canyon or puts you behind the 
wheel of a race car. 800-288-1000, 702-262-4400. 

Neon Unplugged: Signs From the Boneyard: 
Signs from the past at Lied Discovery Children's 
Museum. $7 833 Las Vegas Blvd. N., 702-382-KIDS. 

Nevada State Museum and Historical Society: 
Nevada and Las Vegas history from the Ice Age to the 
present. Twin Lakes Drive, Lorenzi Park, 702-486-5205. 

Marjorie Barrick Museum of Natural History: 
Garden of drought-resistant plants. UNLV campus, 
4505 S. Maryland Parkway, 702-895-3381 . 

Old Las Vegas Mormon Fort State Historic Park: 
Site of an 1855 LDS mission. $3. Washington Ave. and 
Las Vegas Blvd., 702-486-3511 . 

Warsaw Remembrance Garden: Six eternal flames 
commemorate the six million Jews who died in the 
Holocaust. Tours. 10700 Havenwood Lane, Summerlin, 
702-804-1333. 

Take a Ride 
Eiffel Tower, Paris Las Vegas: Zip up to the 50th 

story of the Eiffel Tower in a glass elevator, 540 feet 
above the Strip. $9. 888-266-5687 702-946-7000. 

Gondolas, Venetian: Glide the canals in a repl ica 
of an Italian gondola. $15. 888-2VENICE, 702-
414-1000. 

Las Vegas Cyber Speedway, Sahara: Virtual-real­
ity NASCAR machines race at 220 mph. 888-696-2121 , 
702-734-RACE. 

Magic Motion Film Ride, Excalibur: The seats 
move, so hold on for a thrill . $4. Fantasy Faire Midway, 
800-937-7777 702-597-7777 

Star Trek: The Experience, Las Vegas Hilton: 

Riders blast through space into the 24th century. 
$34.99. Store, cafe. 800-732-5111 , 702-697-TREK. 

Star Spots 
Casino Legends Hall of Fame, Tropicana: Mem­

orabilia such as Elvis' gold records and Liberace's 
candelabra. $6.95. 888-826-8768, 702-739-5444. 

Liberace Museum: Stage wardrobe, jewelry, pianos, 
and autos. $12. 1775 E. Tropicana Ave., 702-798-5595. 

Madame Tussaud's Interactive Wax Attraction, 
Venetian: Guests can take pictures with waxed figures 
of Julia Roberts, Tiger Woods, and others. $20.95. 800-
2VENICE, 702-862-7800. 

Drivers 
The Auto Collections, Imperial Palace: More than 

300 antique vehicles and the '67 Mustang Shelby GT 
that Nicolas Cage drove in Gone in 60 Seconds. $6.95. 
800-634-6441, 702-731-3311 . 

Driving 101: Indy Car Driving Experience: Mario 
Andretti Racing School puts you in an Indy car. Las 
Vegas Motor Speedway, 702-651-6300. 

Fast Lap Indoor Kart Racing: You' ll race with up 
to 15 other people. $25 for 18-20 laps. 4288 S. Polaris 
St., 702-736-8113. 

Las Vegas Motor Speedway: Tours available at the 
Speedway, which hosts NASCAR events. $8. 700 Las 
Vegas Blvd. N., 702-644-4444. 

Richard Petty Driving Experience: Drive or ride in 
a NASCAR Nextel Cup-style car. $99 and up. 6795 
Speedway Blvd., D-106, 800-BE-PETIY, 702-643-4343. 

Carroll Shelby Museum: Tours of the Cobra factory. 
Las Vegas Motor Speedway, 6755 Speedway Blvd., 
702-942-7325. 

XPLEX: Open-wheel racing in high-powered go­
karts. 1500 Las Vegas Blvd. S., Sloan, 702-260-6355. 

Divers 
A.J. Hackett Bungy: Bungee jumping, walk-ins. 

$59. 810 Circus Circus Dr., 702-385-4321. 
A SkyDive Las Vegas: Ground training, tandem 

jump, and free-fall. $155-$199. Boulder City Airport, 
800-U-SKYDIV or 702-SKY-DIVE. 

Flyaway Indoor Skydiving: The blast from an 

PHOTO: Las Vegas News Bureau 



airplane engine keeps you suspended. $50. 200 
Convention Center Dr., 877-545-8093, 702-731-4768. 

Vegas Extreme Skydiving: You can tandem-jump 
with an instructor. $189. 866-398-5867 

You Scream, I Scream 
Adventuredome's Canyon Blaster, Circus Circus: 

Indoor double-loop, double-corkscrew roller coaster; 
Rim Runner flume ride. Safe for kids 48 inches tall. All­
day pass $21.95. 800-444-2472, 702-794-3939. 

Manhattan Express, New York-New York: The 
Coney Island-style roller coaster twists around the 
Manhattan skyline. $12.50. 702-740-6969. 

Speed, The Ride, Sahara: Riders are propelled up 
a 222-foot tower at 70 mph. $10. 888-696-2121, 702-
734-RACE. 

Stratosphere Tower Rides: Big Shot: Shoots 
straight up 160 feet to the 1,081-foot level, then 
plunges back to the launch pad. High Roller: Roller 
coaster wraps around the crown of the tower above the 
observation deck. X Scream: A teeter-totter takes you 
over the edge. 800-998-6937 702-380-7777 

Shopping Sprees 
You can cruise for bargains or pick one-of-a-kind 

treasures at the Boulevard Mall, 702-732-8949; 
Desert Passage, 702-866-0710; Fashion Show Mall, 
702-369-0704; Forum Shops at Caesars, 702-893-
4800; Galleria at Sunset, Henderson, 702-434-0202; 
Montelago Village, Henderson, 866-752-9558; Las 
Vegas Outlet Center, 702-896-5599; Las Vegas 
Premium Outlets, 702-474-7500. 

Outdoor Tours 
Area 51 Adventure Photo Tours: Visits the top­

secret military site and stops at the Little A'le'lnn in 
Rachel for an Alien Burger. $195. 3111 S. Valley View 
Blvd. No. 106, 888-363-8687 702-889-8687 

Rebel Adventure Tours: Wild West Hummer tour, 
$199; whitewater rafting, $459; horseback adventure, 
$139. 800-817-6789, 702-380-6969. 

Look Tours: Grand Canyon airplane tour, $99-$140; 
Grand Canyon bus tour, $89-$150; Valley of Fire ATV 
tour, $134-$165. 800-566-5868, 702-243-0181. 

Nightly Las Vegas Strip Helicopter Ride: A jet 
helicopter flies over Las Vegas. $70. 3712 Las Vegas 
Blvd. S., 702-736-0031. 

Pink Jeep Tours: Tours to Valley of Fire, Red Rock 
Canyon, and Mount Charleston. $79-$119. 4005 West 
Reno Ave., Suite G, 888-900-4480, 702-895-6777 

Showgirls 
Bally's Backstage Walking Tour: A close look at 

"Jubilee!" costumes and dressing rooms. 2 p.m. Mon., 
Wed., Sat. $15; $10 with purchase of "Jubilee!" show 
ticket ($55-$7 4). 800-237-SHOW, 702-739-4111. 

"Les Folies Bergere," Tropicana: Lavishly cos­
tumed (and topless) showgirls, chorus lines, and com­
edy. Tiffany Theatre, 800-829-9034, 702-739-2411 . 

"Jubilee!," Baily's: Las Vegas' topless extravaganza 
features glittering showgirls, magic, and a re-creation 
of the sinking of the Titanic. $54-$7 4. 800-237-SHOW, 
702-739-4111. 

Stardust: You can pose for a photo with a showgirl. 
2 p.m.-midnight. $5. 888-217-9565, 702-617-5577 

Show Time 
Here is a sampling of some long-running shows that 

reflect the variety of entertainment in Las Vegas. 
"Bottoms Up," Flamingo: Bawdy humor and danc­

ing. $12.95. 800-732-2111, 702-733-3333. 
Celine Dion's "A New Day ... " at Caesars Palace: 

Dion presents her show in the Colosseum. $87.50-
$225. 800-634-6661, 702-731-7110. 

"Legends in Concert," Imperial Palace: Re­
creations of stars such as Tom Jones and Marilyn 
Monroe. $39.95. 800-634-6441, 702-784-3261 . 

"The Mac King Comedy Magic Show," Harrah's: 

Family show. $16.95. 800-392-9002, 702-369-5111. 
"Mamma Mia!," Mandalay Bay: Based on songs 

of Abba. $49-$110. 877-632-7800, 702-632-7580. 
"O," Bellagio: Cirque du Soleil pays tribute to the 

theater. $93.50-$150. 888-987-6667 702-693-7722. 
"The Tribute to Frank, Sammy, Joey, and Dean," 

Greek Isles Casino: Back to the Rat Pack days. $44.95, 
dinner $54.95. 800-591-NICE, 702-737-5540. 

Wayne Newton, Stardust: "Mr. Las Vegas" has 
performed more than 25,000 shows in the city. $54.95. 
800-634-6757 702-732-6325. 

Wilma LaRocca, a evada Magazine staff 
wril.el; lives in Carson City and frequently vis­
its Las Vegas with her husband, Tom. 
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Patented by M.S.£ Ing & Fabrication In Fallon. NV. 
the compact design of the HAULTENrlncorporates the 
ability to haul (2000 lbs.), store all of the equipment 
and gear (Inside 100 +cu.ft.) and camp (in comfort)! 
Plus, Its lightweight, near bullet-proof design allows It 
10 access the most rugged country imaginable. If you're 
Interested In a low maintenance, simple. tough 
camper/hauler that will get you far from the civilized 
world, check it out at www.haultent.com! 

M.S.E. Welding & Fabrication 
4251 Reno Hwy. Fallon, NV. 89406 

(775) 867-3268 www.haultent.com 

MADE IN 

NEVADA 

Show your pride. 

Make ita 
"Made in Nevada" 

Christmas. 

Call (800) 336-1600 
for a catalog. 

Made In Nevada Is the official State program 
to market Nevada-made products. Its logo Is a 
registered trademark. Accept no substitutes. 
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GIFTS 

ARGENTA 
EARTH & FIRE CO 

Unique 
handmade 

stoneware and 
porcelain 
pottery 

for holiday -
or everyday -

gift giving. 

775-847-7466 
1361 Main Street 
Gold Hill , Nevada 

www.nevpotter.com 

Victorian Holiday Spirits and Shopping 
December 4 after the Parade of Lights 

S37 South C Street, Virginia City, Nevada 
www.fourthwardschool.com • 775-847-0975 

Museum Open Daily May 1-0ctober 31 
Tours by Reservation Available All Year 

National Honor Award for Preservation 

Open Dail:i B:?Oa.m.-4-:?0p.m. 
,721 S.Moapa Valle_y E>oulevard 
Overton, Nevada 89040 (702)797-219) 

Gittshop-
RV and 5us Parking 

GIFTS 

BE THE ENGINEER OF AN IRON HORSE 
You pull out the throttle and control 100 

tons of Steam Locomotive as you charge 
up the the hill. This one~ in a li~eti~e 
opportunity includes 18 miles of mamhne 
running through two tunnels. 

If you want something more modern, 
saddle up 125 
tons of diesel 
locomotive. 
Steam $590. 
Diesel $350. 

Nevada Northern 
Railway Museum . 
1100 Avenue A 
Po Box 150040 
Ely NV 89315 
866-407-8326 
www.nnry.com 

Nevada Magazine 
ift Catalog is Online! 

ow you can purchase items from 
Nevada Magazine's gift catalog, including 
subscriptions, online - buying Nevada 
Magazine T-shirts, suspende1 , guidebooks 
and other products has never been easie[ 

Visit our Website at nevadamagazine.com, 
select the Online Gift Catalog link and 
browse our catalog today. 

Marketplace advertising is a great oppor­
tunity to reach our 330,000 readers who 
love and travel Nevada. Reserve your 

space today. Call Susan Wunsch at Nevada 
Magazine, (775) 687-0610, fax (775) 687-6159, or 
e-mail susan@nevadamagazine.com. 



GIFTS 

AC HINES 
~----~ America's Favorite 

Gaming Device 
6th Edition 

!t"""'" 'E""lt A pictorial history 
of slots from their 
origin up to today's 
casino machines. 

32,000 copies sold 
504 color photos, Hard Cover, 256 pages 

Order from a book store or send $35 plus $7 P&H to 
Liberty Belle Books, 4250 S. Virginia St, Reno, NV 89502 

Add zing to your holiday 
gift giving! 

Order today for holiday delivery! 

~ www.killersalsa.com 
..... m 775.782.0048 

~MESQUITE, NV ¢1'. Homes, Condos, Lots 
FREE PROPERTY LIST 

.. 1-800-664-2404 
K. Peterson, RE/MAX Ridge Realty 

355 W. Mesquite Blvd., C-100, Mesquite, NV 89027 
MLS E·Mall: koleen@cascadeaccess.com tS:l' 

•Lodgin 
• etaways 

...tots f stuff! Ho kiddi I 

'!~l!9rtjR~&~r:JJ 

2112 ACRES • $ 2,49 5 
$ 50 DOWN, $ 50 MONTH 

9.5% interest - 72 months 
Acreage in Elko (aunty, Montello, Northeast Nevada 

1-800-373-6538 
Bud Aldridl, Owner/Bkr •Box 3178, Reno, NV 89505 

Reserve your space today. C.all Susan Wunsch at Newda Magazine 
(775) 687-0610 •fax (775) 687-0159 •email susan@nevadamagazine.com . 

NOV/DEC 2004 NEVADA MAGAZINE 41 



7~ 7J~, ttJtd ~~ 
Elv1, carving stations, celebrity poker, and 

other Las Vegas gifts to the world . 

Viva the King 
Elvi has left the building, but his fan can 
imagine he's sti ll among u . Las Vegas keep 
his legend alive with dozens of talented im­
personators. You can find these Elvi at wed­
ding chapels (Viva Las Vegas), in museums 
(Elvis-A-Rama) , on stage ("Legends in 

oncert"), and even on the gaming floor 
(Imperial Palace) , where the King deals 
blackjack. 

Food Fantasia 
Las Vegas has long et the standard for sump­
tuou buffets. In the '40s it was all-you-can­
eat for l at El Rancho's midnight Chuck 
Wagon buffet-where it all began. Today's 
buffets are op n for breakfast, lunch, and II /i-";.0

( \1', 

dinner, and some have been e levated to 'l 
gourmet heights. At Baily's Sterling Sunday t " ~ 
Brunch, ruxedoed waiters erve Russian 
caviar, lobster, u hi, and all-you-can-drink 
champagne for 5 . f 1 • 

The Power of Light 
It's best to see the Las Vegas trip at night, 
when it bombards you with multicolored 
neon and hot 1 marquee , all flashing and 
moving and flick ring and shooting into 
space. This portion of Las Vegas Boulevard, 
which runs about five miles from 
Ru sell Road north to the 

tratosphere Tower, is a 

• Ron Decar 

Poker Fever 
Every spring the giants of poker gather at the Horse hoe in 

downtown Las Vegas for the World eries of Poker. 

:• •" 

.......... ~~: ::·.· 

Launched in 1970 by Horse hoe owner Benny Binion, 
, this Texa hold 'em howdown has produced such 

champions a Amarillo Slim, Bobby Baldwin, and 
Stu Ungar. The event has become immen e ly pop­
ular on television, lead ing to other high- takes ac­
tion on ESP and Bravo. This year's champion, 
Greg Reynor, won 5 million. You can enter a 
satellite competition for 100 and try to win your 
way to th World S ries, but it' al o fun just to de ignated ational 

enic Byway. The 
trip glitters like no 

place on earth. 

officiates at ceremonies 
as Elvis at Viva Las Vegas 

Wedding Chapel. 

watch. 

Lounge Life 
Drive-thru "I Do" 
Las Vegas cred its Charlotte Richards of A Little White Chapel with 
the drive-thru wedding concept, which was inspired, Richards 
explains, by a n ed to accommodate physically handicapp d 
patrons. Since the window' introduction in 1991, one in five of 
the chapel's 5,000 couple ha e lected to say "I do" at the chapel' 
drive-thru portico. 
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Lounge how were initially de igned to 
give gamers a break, yet keep them in the casino. Today Las Vegas 
lounge shows are for folks who want to come early, ord r drinks, 
and kick back. Lounges present a wide variety of entertainment 
at little or no co t. You can catch a magician, a comedian, or a 
rock group. Cook E.Jarr at Harrah's Las Vegas invites his celebrity 
friends to the stage, o you might get a bonu performance by 
Tom Jones or Oprah Winfrey. -Wilma LaRocca 

PHOTOS: Gary Reese (top) 





Oceana - Seafood Restaurant, Oyster & Sushi Bar 

Waterfall Pool, Spa & Health Club - Free to hotel guests 

Voted Reno's Best Rooms 
and Suites! 
1, 100 beautifully appointed rooms, including 185 luxurious suites -
the most in Reno. 

Award-Winning Dining 1nc1ud1n9 .•• 
~\ 

~~ Seafood Restaurant, Oyster and Sushi Bar 
Fresh variety beyond compare . The finest and 

---~---~t'll' freshest seafood experience in northern Nevada. 

Voted Best Buffet. 

Steak 
House 

Voted Best Steak House. 

romanza 
RISTORANTE ITALIANO 

Voted Reno's Best Italian Restaurant, 
Nevada 's Best Themed Restaurant. 

Off/"_~/ / Rated •••• by AAA. Northern Nevada's 
~ most awarded restaurant. 

14 Themed Bars! 
• Free nightly entertainment 
• Dazzling casino 
• Year-round Waterfall Pool , Spa, 

and Health Club complimentary 
to hotel guests · s59· Ski Packages starting at 

·valid through 1~. Not valid 11127 & 11/28/04. 
Subject to availability. Not available to groups. 



A Salute to 

The showgirl, once a center 

of controversy, has become 

a Las Vegas icon. 

By Ann Henderson 

girls from New York and Europe donned their feath-
, s Vegas productions such as "Lido de Paris" and "Les 
rgere" in the 1950 , they were con idered attractive 

mannequin . Those early howgirls were not expected to dance 
or sing. They were required simply to glide across the stage in 
pectacular co tumes. To be showgirls, the women had to meet 

three requirements-they had to be tall, beautiful, and willing 
to perform topless. 

In the past four decades the Las Vegas showgirl has become 
a ymbol of the city' glamorou and risque heritage. Onstage, 
she continue to play an important role in the Strip's enter­
tainment history. Off: tage, the howgirl travels the world, rep­
resenting the city, erving as a casino mascot, and posing with 
visitor for ouvenir photographs. 

Showgirls are still statue que and perform topless, but now 
they also must be able to dance, a trend that has somewhat 
blurred the long tanding distinction between a "dancer" and 
a" howgirl." 

"The public often considers any woman in a show to be a 
'showgirl, but there are differences," ays Ginny Murphy, 
Tropicana entertainment director and show producer of "Le 
Folies Bergere." Murphy note that 
the "Folies" cast has many dance1 -
female and male, who range from 
adagio to aero dancers-as well as 
showgirls. 

A dancer might frown if you called 

To be showgirls, the women had to be tall, 
beautiful, and willing to perform topless. 

he1- a showgirl. Generally, dancers perform dressed and boast 
years of formal training. For example, the "Folies" aero dancers 
have the gymnastics background needed for the tumbling runs 
in the show's Can-Can segment. 

Showgirls, who perform topless, or sometimes "covered" for 
early shows, may or may not have extensive dancing duties. In 
her costume, a showgirl can measure eight feet from her three­
inch high heels to the top of her elaborate headdress. The head­
dress alone may stand as high as four feet but weigh only 16 
ounces thanks to its styrofoam consu-uction. 

The showgirl in all her costumed glory survives in two Su-ip 
extravaganzas. "Les Folies Bergere" appears in the Tropicana's 
Tiffany Theatre, where the show celebrates its 45th anniversary 

on December 24. 'Jubilee!" has played at Bally' ince 1981. 
Backstage tours of 'Jubilee! " costume and ets are conducted 
three days a week-by a howgirl , of course. 

"lt; de PaM' (1958) and <he "Folie "(1959) are ocedited wi<h 
i · u ncing the elaborate Su-ip production and mailer lounge 
revues that appeared in the early '60 , uch as ''Vive L s Girls" 
and "Casino de Paris" at the Dune . The "Lido," a Parisian im­
port that ran at the Stardust until 1992, excited showgoer with 
chariot races, ucun wrecks, and an erupting volcano. 

But it was a burlesque how, "Minsky' Follies," that intro­
duced topless showgirls to evada in 1957 when it opened at 
the Dune amid great controver y. A Las Vegas Review-journal 
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l fi l some "Minsky's" p rfonn rs were not entirely com­
~ nab! with th ir tople castmale , r call Kim Krantz, who 

d about 120 per week as a dr ed dancer in "Min ky' ." 
Lople dan e were r cruit d from burle que how 

a ro th country, o they were nol dance1 ," the 70- om thing 
fonner p rform r ays. "We fought for our own dr 

h had dan ed for how-bu in impr ario Lou 
Walters in the "Latin Quarter" how in w York 
and al th Riviera. Krantz recall , "He changed my 
nam from D !or Dalkowsk.i to Kim P rrin." 

Wall rs, the father of tel vision n w woman 
Barbara Walters, brought the "Foli es" to the 
Tropi ana from Pari , wher th French version 
tarr d Maurice hevalier. The produc r was look­

ing for a how that would lur p ople from 
outh rn California, says the Tropicana' Murphy, 

who b gan working with the "Foli " in I 979. 
"Everyon had dance1 , 

but Walter wanted the 
'Folies' b caus it was top-
1 ss. It would be risque and 
very naughty," Murphy a . 
'Tm ure Lou Walter 
thought th 'Foli ' would 
run a oupl of month , 
ma b 12. I'm ur h aid, 
' Let's kn cks off 

the lassi topless howgirl was tall, betw en five-nine and ix­
on , with hampagne glass- ·ized breasts." The heighL r quir -
ments Lill apply. 

Ffollioll "Fluff' Le oque, company manag r of "Jubile .," 
a , "We require a minimum of five-eight, but ometim I an 

Lak five- even if he is a good dancer." L Coqu explain that 
a four-foot-tal l headdre on a honer girl would lo k lik 
plumag with feet. In add ition l dancing ta! nt, Le oque a 

sh looks for naLUral beauly in a howgirl. "Th 
focu is not on the how's nudity. The focu i th 
ov rail pi LU re of the human form, th beaULy of 
both mal and femal ." 

howgirls have long attracted off-stage al­
n, LO . "In tJ1e old da , howgirl nol on l got 
ry, bul ther al o wer a lot of p rks like 

clothe and parlie " a s Murphy. "We at the 
Tropicana u ed Lo encourag our howgirl to mix 
with play 1 b tween hows." In the '60 and '70 
howgirls were wined and 

dined, she ays. "In their fT 
hours they would b ab! 
to go to re tauran and 
receive free b verage , but 
that changed when orpo­
ral.ion LOok over." 

Ginny Murphy, enter­
tainment director at 

and mov on, nev Kim Krantz was a dancer 

Le oqu , a former 
dancer who has b en with 
'Jubilee ." sine it op ned 
in 19 1, al o speaks of an 
earlier Las Vegas. 1950 
graduat ofa Thunderbird 

Fluff LeCoque, com­
pany manager of 
"Jubilee!" at Baily's. the Tropicana. 

ing it would run 45 years." 
Murphy says, " t the time, 
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with the controversial 
"Minsky's" at the Dunes. 

PHOTOS Las Vegas News Bureau (top), Riviera Hotel (center) 



show where she earned $35 a week, LeCoque wa potted by 
''.Jubilee!" producer Do nn Arden when she appea red in 
"H ollywood Extravaganza" in Paris. He signed her for "Hello, 
America" and "Pazazz" at the Desert Inn. 

"Girls were supposed to mix afte r the second show, sit in the 
cocktail lounge, and were allowed two free drinks," LeCoque 
says. "They were considered atmosphere, and it was part of their 
agreement. They never came to work in slacks or shorts. They 
wore cocktail dresses." LeCoque adds, "Mixing with customers 
was not a prerequisite for me because I was married and the 
company watchdog." 

Today's showgirls, dancers, and singers are college students, 

the future whi le they make a living doing something they love." 
And the showgirl , once a siren of scandal, remains a symbol 

of Las Vegas ente rtainment-a tall , feathered , high-heeled per­
former revealed in the midst of spectacle. 

Show Notes 
"Les Folies Bergere": Show time are 7:30 and 10 p.m. 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday and 8:30 p.m. on 
Tue day and Friday in the Tiffany Theatre at the Tropicana 
Hotel in Las Vegas. The 7:30 p.m. performances are "covered" 
fami ly shows; all others a re topless. Price are 52.45, 57.95, 

and $63.45, depending on seating lo­
cation. Drinks a re extra. Dinner and 
show packages a re available. Call 800-
829-9034 or 702-739-2411 for more 
show information. 

"Walters wanted the 'Folies' because it was 
topless. It would be risque and very naughty." ' 'Jubilee!": Show times are 7:30 and 

10:30 nightly except Friday in t11e 
Jubilee! Theater at Bally's in Las Vegas. All shows are tople s, 
so showgoers must be 18 and older. Phone o rders cost 60, 

soccer moms, and wives. Murphy cites a performer who earned 
her bachelor's, master 's, and PhD while appearing in the 
'"Foli es." Anthony Brown , a Las Vegas police offi ce r, prevents 
crime during the day and dances in ''.Jubi lee!" at night. 

"People in our show are here because they have a pas ion for 
performing," says Murphy of the "Folies" cast. "They do not 
come here to get rich." 

LeCoque recalls the days when three months was considered 
a long contract. "We didn 't think about own ing a house or car­
no idea of permanency," she ay . "Now the majori ty of per­
fo rmers come here to settl e down, go to chool to prepare for 

69, $74, and $79, depending on seating location. Deduct 2 
for tickets purchased at the box office. Drinks are extra. 
Backstage Walking Tours are schedu led at 2 p.m. on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Saturday. Tour tickets are $15, or 10 if pur­
chased with a ticket for ''.Jubilee!" Private group tours may 
be arranged. Call 800-237-SHOW or 702-739-4111 for ''.Jubilee!" 
and walking tour reservations. 

Ann H enderson is Nevada Magazine's entertainment edit01: 

"Jubilee!" and its cast of 100 have been sinking the Titanic and destroying Philistine temples since the show opened in 1981 at Baily's. 
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T
his wi nt r in Las egas y u can catch 
the excit m nt of th National 
Finals Rodeo and j oin th city' year­
long c nt nnial celebra tio n 

on ew Year' Eve. In ar a howrooms, 
Tony Bennett h adline a t the olden 

ugget and Bette Midler perfon11 at the 
M rand. roada Magazine pr nts 
fo llowing La egas-area v nts and 

how fo r mb r and D cember. B 
call ah ad to and 

Eric Manuelito • l 01'. 1-2 • Nal'ajo Omc plal'er and IOI)'· 

teller perform;, Nol'. 1 at 1:30pm at piing \'alle) Librar); 

lpm at Enterpri e Libra!); and 7pm at unrise Library. On 

NO\'. 2 he \\ill appear at lOam at \\11itney Lib1'31)' and 4pm 

at hara \\'e t Librarn Las Vega , 702·507·3459. 

Life in Death Festival • Nol'. 1·2 • Mexican cultural Cl'ent fea­

mres dance, music, food, 1 ndor.;, worksh ps, and a poet!)' 

contesL \\'inchester nter, Las \'egas, 702-455-7340. 

"Les Miserables• • Nol'. 2·7 • Broad\\,) musical. Cashman 

Theatre, L1S \'egas, 702·79 5090. 

la Historia Oficial • No\'. 3 • ar·winning 19 5 lilm from 

Argentina. panish dialogue, English subtitle . \\'inche ter 

.enter, Las \'egas, 70245:.. 7~0. 

$99 Slot Tournament • 1ol'. ~ 

I • Includes two-night ta)'. 

Ball)·'s L1S \'ega , 0(). 

7BALL\ . 

$139 Slot Tournament • 10\'. ~ 

• Include two-night sta) at Paris 

L'l'> \'cgas. BONJO R. 

$25,000 Fall Harvest Blackjack 

Tournament • Nol'. 4-6 • 399 enll)' 

include a thrce·night stay. L1S 

\ 'eg;Ls I-lilt n, L1S \'egas, 00457-

'.~307. 

AR E A E V E NTS AND SHOW S 

Lighted boats cruise holiday-style from Lake Mead Marina to Hemenwa 
Harbor during the annual Parade of Lights (above). Christmas decoratic.ns 
from the 1920s and '30s are displayed at the Clark County Museum (left). 

UNLV Football • . 1·. 6 • The Rebel 

play \\'yoming. am Boyd 

tadium, L, Vegas, 702-739· 

FAl" . 

Living History: Old Bill Williams, 

Mountain Man • Nm·. 6 • Rustler 

who re ted hor.;es at the hi!r 

Native American Festival • Nm'. 6 • Dance, artisan demon· 

strations, lilms, children's actilities, food, and a n1ini craft 

markeL Hopi, Nal'ajo, h taw, Zuni , and Apach1· dancer.;. 

lark unty Lib1'3ry, Las Vegas, 702--07-3459. 

Blow the Whistle on Asthma Walk • Nol'. 6 • ha1it1 el'cnt. 

u 1L\', Las Vegas, 7r 29-5 &I. 

2004 Las Vegas Odyssey • , 01·. 4-7 • 

Gourmet dinner.; prepared by more 

than 30 of the city's chefs. Chaiity 

c1cnt includes wine, art, and a golf 
l~.:ij-•r!!!I_.-------::~ toiic ranch. pring Mountain 

Ranch tate Park, 1 miles west f Las 

Dynamic Trombone Quintet • No\'. 7 • From counll)' to Jay 

sical music. Reed \\'hippie Center, Las Vegas. 702-229-6211. 

Blackjack Tournament • Nov. 7-9 • 199 prim:u " 99 sec· 

onclal)' enU)' fee. f'illgeralds, Las Vegas, 00.274-5 25. 

Minyo Taikai • Nol'. 9 • Japan's most poµular mi1110 singer. 

\\'inche ter Center, Las \'egas, 702455-7340. 

tournamenL Dinner tic~cts range fr m 150 to 500. 

Mandala1 Place, Four ·asons. and Ri cco Golf lub, 

IA'l'> \ 'cgas, 702-257-2345. 

World of Outlaws • No1. 5-6 • p1int car.; rnce on dirt U'3ck. 

I.as \'egas ~ l otor peed""'" Las Veg-as, OQ.6.14-4444. 
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\'egas, 702 75-4141. 

Village Square Festival • No\'. 6-7 • Fine ans and crafts. 

Pcccole Ranch, L1S \'egas, 702·245-0077. 

Blue Diamond to Jean Mountain Bike Ride • 01. 6 • 3~mile 

non-competitil'e 1idc includes single and double-track 

U<lils. niuc Diamond, 702-22$4076. 

CCSN Music Scholarship Concert • QI'. 9 • Fund1'3iser for the 

Joe Wi lliams Music holar.;hip. Ni holas l-10111 Theatre, 

Community liege of utl1ern Ne,<1da, 1 orth La; \'egas, 

PHOTO Gene Hertzog (top) 



702-651-5483 for further fundraiser information. 

Pixote: A Lei do Mais Fraco • Nov. 10 • 1981 Brazi lian film 

about street children. Portuguese dialogue, English subti­

tle . Winchester Center, Las Vegas, 702-455-7340. 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Ceremony and Hart Symposium • 
1ov. 11 • Frederick Han is kno1111 for his "Three Soldiers" 

sculpture at the 1 ational Viemam Veterans Memorial. Las 

Vegas Art <luseum, Las Vegas, 702-360-80 0. 

Mesquite Rotary Veterans Day Golf Tournament • Nov. 12 • 

Chaiity fundraiserc Hamilton Ranch GolfCou1 e, Mesquite, 

702-346-7495 for funher C N concert information. 

Military Appreciation Ball • Nov. 12 • Gene \·\~1ite 's Big Band 

pla) for the fo1111al dress event. East La Vegas Community 

Cemer, Las Vegas, 702-229-1519. 

Black Tavern Owners and Retail Beverage Association Golf Classic 

• 1 ov. 12-13 • cholarsh ip tournament. Silverstone Golf 

Club, Las Vegas, 702-808-9 195. 

living History: Mountain Man Rendezvous • 1ov. 12- 14 • 

Primitive camp includes tomahawk, knife, and lance 

throwing, archer)', black-powder shoot, and blacksmithing. 

Also see 
N vada Magazine's guide 

to Las Vegas 
Centennial Events 

on pages 64 and 65-

Spring Mountain Ranch tale Park, 1 miles west of Las 

Vegas, 702 75-4 141. 

British Invasion Slot Tournament • Nov. 12-1 4 • Colorado Belle, 

Laughlin, 877-4 0-2747. 

Studio Straight Ahead Jazz Series• Nov. 13 • The laneson/ 

Neuman Jazz Quartet performs. Reed Whipple Center, Las 

\'egas, 702-229-6211. 

Sabores De Chile • ov. 13 • Ethnic food, music, and wines. 

Tickets for the benefit evem are 95 per per on. panish 

Trail Golf and Coumry Club, Las Vegas, 702-436-1624. 

Nevada Southern Railway Train Rides • ov. 13 • even-mile 

round-uip train rides from Boulder ity to Railroad Pass 

aboard historic Pullman coaches at 9 and I 0:30am, noon , 

and I :30pm. Nevada late Railroad luseum, Boulder City, 

702-486-5933 for funher in formation. 

Mesquite Veterans Day Parade • ov. 13 • Mesquite Blvd., 

lesquite, 702-346-5295. 

Warsaw Philharmonic: The National Orchestra of Poland • Nov. 

13 • Olga Kern , a Van Cliburn lmernational Piano 

Competition winner, is feamred 11ith the 95-person or­

cheSU'a. Anemus Ham Hall, UN LV, Las Vegas, 702-895-

ARTS for more event information. 

Saturday Cruise Night • 1ov. 13 • All make and models wel­

come. Five and Diner, Las Vegas, 702-64WOOO. 

Candle-Making • Nov. 13 • Children's Ji,ing-history program 

includes a lour of the Old Fort. Old Las Vegas Mormon 

Fort State Historic Park, Las Vegas, 702-486-3511. 

2004 T.J. Maxx Tour of Gymnastics Champions • NO\'. 13 • 

Exhibition by member of the .S. Ol)1npic and World 

Championship Team. Thomas and 1ack Center, Las Vegas, 

702-739-F S. 

Aviation Nation Air Show• Nov. 13-14 • Air races and ci\i lian 

and military demonstrations include the . . Air Force 

Thunderbirds, the U . . Army Golden Knights parachute 

team, and displa)'S of modern and historic aircraft. ell is 

Air Force Base, Las Vegas, """"nellisair how.com. 

Nevada Jazz Orchestra Concert • ov. 14 • Winchester Center, 

Las Vegas, 702-455-7340. 

Ogbon Opon: The Knowledge Circle• ov. 14 • fomhly dis­

cussion of African scientific and medical achievements. 

West Las Vegas Cemer, Las Vegas, 702-229-4 00. 

Slot Tournament • Nov. 14- 16 • Fir l place 20,000. 

Imperial Palace, Las Vegas, 800-35 1-7400, ext. I for 

further touniamenl information. 

Festival of Trees • r ov. 16-20 • Decorated trees for 

sale, crafts, refreshments, and entertainment. 

Virgin River Convemion Cemer, ~ l esquite, 

702-346-5295 for futhcr information. 

"Starvation Flats" • ov. 17-21 • Orama in­

volves a dying town and a broken fami ly. 

Paul Harris Theatre, UNLV, Las Vegas, 

702-895-ART . 

Slot Tournament • Nov. 18-20 • First 

place 20,000. Imperial Palace, Las 

Vegas, 800-35 1-7400, ext. I. 

Million Dollar Blackjack Ill • ov. I 20 

• 1,000 enu1• fee for momhly tour­

namem includes a three-night stay. 

Las Vegas Hil ton, Las Vegas, 00-

457-3307. 

Downtown Cultural Series • Nov. 19 

• oon outdoor concert featuring 

the music of Meshuggina Klez­

morim. Lloyd 0 . George .S. 

Poets' Corner • r ov. 19 • Professionals and amateur recite. 

West Las Vegas Cemer, Las Vegas, 702-449-4 00. 

Laughlin Team Roping Finals • Nov. 19-22 • .. Team Roping 

Championship's se,•emh annual competition with 3, 00 

teams. Laughlin Events Park, Laughlin, 702-298-3022. 

Marty Warburton Band• ov. 20 • Picnic concert noon-2pm. 

Hunuidge Circle Park, L~ Vegas, 702-229-4614. 

Nobody Remembers Me • ov. 20 • Author Leola Silas Johns 

discusse book. West Las Vegas Center, Las Vegas, 702-229-

4 00. 

Veronica Lopez • ov. 20 • Hispan ic dance music. East Las 

Vegas Community Center, Las Vegas, 702-229-1515. 

Rockabilly Rod Reunion • 1ov. 20 • Car show open to hot rods 

and kustoms (no cars or bikes newer than 1963), vendors, 

an appearance by Cadi llac Angels, car de igner Tom 

Daniel , and customizer Gene Winfield. L~ Vegas Motor 

peedway, L~ Vegas, 702-644-4444. 

Mexican Revolution Celebration • ov. 20 • Fiesta celebrates 

Mexican traditions. Winchester Center, Las Vegas, 702-455-

7340. 

las Vegas Philharmonic Concert • ov. 20 • The music of 

Beet.110\'en, Mozart, and Brahms. Artemus Ham Hall , 

U LV, Las Vegas, 702-895-27 7. 

Soldiers of the Old Fort • Nov. 20 • Li\ing-history pre enta­

tion on the ordnance sergeant and his role in t.l1e army. Old 

L1s Vegas Mormon Fort late Historic Park, Las Vegas, 702-

486-3511. 

Strut Your Mutt • ov. 20 • Dog contests, silly pet tricks, 

agility courses, and vendors. Dog Fancier's Park, Las Vegas, 

702-455-8200. 

Valley of Fire Marathon • ov. 20 • Marat.110n, half-marathon 

Courthouse, L~s Vegas, 702- Pop diva Celine Dion stars in "A New Day ... " in the customized 
229- 109 for info1111ation. Colosseum Showroom at Caesars Palace. 
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• Tours include 
complimentary Las Vegas 
hotel pick up & drop off 

• Airplane tours typically in 
19 passenger planes 
window seats guaranteed! 

• All tours DOT & 
FAA certified 

• Prices all inclusive 
• Time for photographs 

and stops 
• Most tours have several 

departures daily 
• Call now for more 

details or see website. 

YES 
./ Voted 2002 

"Best Tours" 
./ Varied & Unique Tours 
./ Safe & Reliable 
./ Inclusive Price 
./ FREE Meals 

Most Tours 
./ Convenient Times 

ND 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

NO Worries 
NO Gimmicks 
NO Extra Food Costs 
NO Standby Seats 
NO Booking Fees 
NO Nasty Surcharges 
NO Time Share 

Presentations 

:::iE 
' -c ., 

• 
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' -I 
.. rd 
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1 800 LOOKliOURS - ,.. 
f Save up to Hoover Dam Mini & Is Save up to Grand Canvon luxurvl 

1810 EBBh oe1uxeTours 11 80 Eaob•usTour :~·1::: .. .,,,....,1 
I ~~~~~~59~ ~~~ tours around!" 11 Newest modem 50+ passeng·:~ !~n~1t!~~~~~~\~~~s I 
I 2 hours at M'ghty Hoover Dam and overlook 11 Continental breakfast & buffet lunch included I 1. . See Hoover Dam, Lake Mead & Colorado River I See Dam Inside & Out. Lake Mead and the Colorado River 11 Visit Grand canyon National Park at South Rim I 
I Full and half-day tours available I Extinct Volcanoes - Most colorful landscape I 

Deluxe tour includes Chocolate Factory & Lunch I Widest & deepest part of the Canyon Approx. 14 hours hotel to hotel 
I Call (702) 243 0181 Ext 200 * Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 11 Limited Seats at this Price. I 
l.,:::'.:~u_::_m_::_-::-::::n=.:~=.:::6J \~_Jg~~rn~E~~~~~~~~~~~J 
~----------------~~----------------~ 
' up to Grand canvon - Hoover Dam 11 up to Grand Canvon Above & Below 1 
I s40 If Airplane Tour ~~~s~:.~·each ' I 865 Off .~he Rim Air~l~n~. Tour I 

I . . . "Soar like an eagle along the rim!" I 1 R~~2~n~e~.~;0~~~~~.~~~~ person I 
I Scenic aenal flight tour of the Western Grand Canyon 11 Aerial views of Hoover Dam, Colorado River & Lake Mead Only tour to fly below I 
I 

Panoramic vie~ of L~s Vega~ , Hoover Dam & Lake Mead the rim of the Grand Canyon Land down at the inner gorge of the North Rim 
Comfort.able air-cond1t1oned airplane 11 Authentic cowboys & enjoy western lunch Short van ride to the Canyon edge I 

I See Indian Lands, extinct volcanoes, Las Vegas landscape f Optional "Ride the ATVs to the edge & back" (approx. $50 upgrade if desired) I 
Approx 3.5 hours hotel to hotel I Stand right on the edge of the Mighty Canyon Approx. 7 hours hotel to hotel 

I Call (702) 243 0181 Ext. 200 * Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 11 Call (702) 243 0181 Ext. 200 * Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 I 
l www.looktours.com v"'wilhanr-• NoCashVU.EJci>061.l01115Codo NESAJ \ www.looktours.com Vadwilhanr-• NoCashv ... EJci>061.l01115Codo NESA1' ) 

~----------------)~----------------
~----------------~~----------------~ '878 up to Grand canvon Heli " 1/2 up to Grand canvon -Hoover Dam 1 

! -.•~n~J!~~~~!n~~~~~ ~!.~bO! ! '"' ~"'" .. Q!t~:.~~=~~:'=fu:_J 
I 2 action-packed adventures for the price of 1 Luxury 6 passenger jet helicopter 11 Fly -Above the Canyon edge, below and through the Grand Canyon State of the I 
I flight by Hoover Dam, Lake Mead, Colorado River Low altitude flight deep in the I I art VIP air conditioned luxury 6 passenger jet helicopter See Hoover Dam & I 

Grand Canyon See Canyon above & below the Rim Land at working western Lake Mead FREE Las Vegas Helicopter tour on return Departs 5 times a day 

I ranch Western style meal Cowboy & COW1)irt fun: myths & stories, I I Approx. 3.5 hours hotel to hotel I 
gunfights, music & horse riding (optional cost) FREE Las Vegas helicopter tour on 

l
yourreturn Departs5timesa day Approx.4.5hourshoteltohotel ll C ll(702) 243 0181E t 200 * T llF 18005665868 I 
Call (702) 243 0181 Ext. 200 * Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 a x · 0 ree 

l=~~~c=.:::.-:=::.::"=.!:=.=:::_ J \::v'~o~~r~=-:~::::::~::H2J 
~----------------~,,.----------------- ........ 
I Reg.saoea.Nowrrom las Vegas bV Night 11 up to Grand Canvon Ultimate I 
IS25°g"1ysfS4.

99

f each Helicopter Tour 1 IS84 lf.~-Wavs Tour . J 
I "Las Vegas nights & city sites from above!" 1

1 
Airplane- Helicopter- Bus - River boat Combo! I I . each Reg. S354 ea. Now from S259.99 ea~h person . 

I 6 passenger helicopters with large view windows FREE Champagne toast to the I I 1. Airplane: Las Vegas to Hoover Dam & Grand Canyon Western Rim (Return flight I 
night flight Cruise down the Las Vegas Strip Aerial views as you pass the Luxor to las Vegas by airplane too!) 2. Helicopter: De~nd 4000 ft from the Rim to the 

I light beam, MGM Grand, Caesars Palace, Bellagio & more Fly by Stratosphere I I CanY'?" floor a.nd land down (Return ascent by helicopter too!) 3. Rive'. Boat: I 
Tower & Neon Glitter Gulch Approx. 1.2 hours hotel to hotel (flight duration Relaxing 20 minute cruise along the Colorado River 4. Bus Tour: Scenic tour I approx. 14 minutes) 11 along the rim with Indian guide Stand on the Canyon edge BBQ style meal I 

overtooking Grand Canyon Approx. 6 hours hotel to hotel I Call (702) 243 0181 Ext. 200 * Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 11 Call (702) 243 0181 Ext. 200 * Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 I 
l www.looktours.com Vad""'anr-• NoCashv ... EJci>061.l01115Codo NESHN \ www.looktours.com v..i"""anr-• NoCashv ... EJci>061.l01115Codo NESAI ) 

~----------------)~----------------
~-----------------.....,,.------------------...... 
I Save up to Horseback Riding & 11 Up to Vallev Of Fire OH-Road I 

!130QJf .~~~~!1P~!~~ Dinner ! !l301Jf ,,!J,~!'!~~~o~rhair!" ! 
I Reg. S 1 SO ea. Now from S 119.99 each person II . . . Reg. S 165 ea.' Now from $134.99 each person I 
I 

Scenic drive to Spring Mountain (included) 2 hour guided wilderness horse trail ride Scenic dnve to Valley of Fire & logandale Trail Easy to operate personal ATV 4x4 I 
Hearty Sizztin' Steak dinner with fixin's Helmets provided for kids. 5 years + 11 2.,5 hour guided off road ATV adventure by sandstone cliffs & red o:oc" f~rmabons 

I 
Approx 4 to 5 hours total Breakfast & Lunch rides available from $99.99 per person P10!11c lunch & dnnk~ (included) Helmets, gloves & goggles proVlded (included) · 11 Visit Hollywood movie spots Approx. 5.5 hours total I 

I Call (702) 243 0181 Ext. 200 * Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 11 Call (702) 243 0181 Ext. 200 * Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 I 
\ www.looktours.com Vad""'anr-• NoClshv ... EJci>06l.lOlll51:<m.NEslfl2.HRJ.lfl4 1 \ www.looktours.com Vad""'anr-• NoCashv ... EJci>061.l01115Codo NEsoe ) -----------------""-----------------



The cast sings "One Day More" in "Les Miserables," the Broadway musical based on the 
novel by French author Victor Hugo. "Les Miz" comes to Cashman Theatre November 2-7 

and IOK race follow a challenging course through Valley 

of Fi re tale Park. Ovenon, 702-397-295 1. 

Astronomy at Red Rock Canyon • Nov. 20 • lide presentation 

and viewing. Visitor Cemer, Red Rock Canyon ational 

Conservation Area, 13 miles west of Las Vegas, 702-5 15-

5350. 

Winter Survival • ov. 20 • hon hike and program on pre­

paredness. Visitor Cemer, Red Rock Canyon ational 

Conservation Area, 13 miles west of Las Vegas, 702-5 15-

5350. 

Chamber Music Festival • Nov. 2(}.21 • Little Theatre of the 

Perfo rming Ans Cemer, Communi ty College of outhern 

Nevada, onh Las Vegas, 702-651-4659. 

Larry Redhouse Trio • Nov. 21 • Jazz concert. Clark Coun ty 

Library, Las Vegas, 702-507-3459. 

S2S,OOO Pilgrims Pride SlotTournament • Nov. 22-24 • Includes 

three-night stay. Las Vegas I-I ilton, Las Vegas, 00-457-3307. 

EnduroCross Championship • Nov. 27 • Invita tion-only Euro­

pean-style indoor motorcycle racing. Orleans Arena, Las 

Vegas, 702-365-7469. 

Old Time Barn Dance • Nov. 27 • Square dances. Charleston 

1-leight.s Cemer, Las Vegas, 702-229-63 3. 

Lady Rebel Shootout • ov. 27-28 • Features the Lady Rebels, 

Vi llinova, Nonh Carolina, and Texas-Arlington. Cox 

Pavilion, Las Vegas, 702-739-FANS. 

Pub Crawl • Nov. 28 • Scottish dining and social hour in­

cludes pipe1 and dance1 . Crown and Anchor, Las Vegas, 

702-658-9733. 

Las Vegas Million Dollar Shoot Out • ov. 29-Dec. 3 • Orleans­

sponsored golf tournament witl1 four-person team fo rmal 

and daily rounds in a three-round qualifier. Play at Las 

Vegas Paillle Golf Resort, Las Vegas, 86(}.326-4071. 

AIDS Quilt • Nov. 29-Dec. 3 • Clark County Covernmem 

Cemer, Las Vegas, 702-455-59 11. 

CCSN Orchestra Concert • Nov. 30 • icolas I-lorn Theatre, 

Community College of Southern evada, onh Las egas, 

702-65 1-5483. 

$99 Slot Tournament • Dec. 1-2 • Includes two-night stay. 

Baily's Las Vegas, 80(}. ?BALL YS. 

$139 Slot Tournament • Dec. l-2 • Includes two-night stay. 

Paris Las Vegas, 8 BO UO UR. 

Expeiience, Las Vegas, 702-678-5777 for more in formation. 

Colorado Belle GolfTournament • Dec. 2-4 • 18,000 in prize 

money based upon a minimum of90 golfers. Play al Desen 

Lakes Coif Course. Colorado Belle, Laughlin , 877-48(}. 

2747. 

Cowboy Christmas Gift Show• Dec. 2-11 • Elaborate holiday 

show offers unique gift.s, emertainmem, food, and vendors. 

1-leld in conjunction with the ational Finals Rodeo. Las 

Vegas Convention Cente1; Las Vegas, 702-26(}.8605. 

Synchronized Swimming Holiday Show • Dec. 3 • eating pro-

11ded. Municipal Pool, Las Vegas, 702-229-6309. 

Community Lighting • Dec. 3 • Participating merchant.s on 

Nevada Way turn on their holiday light.s, signaling the stan 

of the holiday season. Musical program and lighting of the 

community Chrisllllas tree al 6:30pm. Frank Crowe Park 

and evada Way, Boulder City, 702-293-2034. 

Fall Dance Concert • Dec. 3-4 • Appearance by the chamber 

group Marcoli11a. Nicholas I-lorn Theatre, Communi ty 

College of Southern Nevada, on.h Las Vegas, 702-65 1-

4201 fo r further event information. 

Mexico Vivo Holiday Concert • Dec. 3-4 • Dance company cel­

ebrates Mexican traditions. Winchester emer, Las Vegas, 

702-455-7340. 

Blackjack Tournament • Dec. 3-5 • lmpe1ial Palace, Las Vegas, 

80(}.351-7400, exl. I. 

Henderson's Terrible 300 • Dec. 3-5 • Off-road desen race fo r 

motorcycles, quads, ca1 , and trucks. A 1,500 bounty is 

being offered lo the d1i ver who can beat Las Vegas driver 

and racing legend Rob MacCachren. Tech inspection is 

Dec. 3, race day Dec. 4, a1vards party Dec. 5. Downtown 

Henderson and Eldorado Valley, Henderson, 702-457-5775. 

"Annie" • Dec. 3-5, 9- 12, 17- 19 • Broad1vay musical . Judy 

Bayley Theatre, UNLV, Las Vegas, 702-895-ART . 

Wrangler National Finals Rodeo • Dec. 3-12 • The year's lop 

15 contestant.s in each event compete in steer wrestling, 

team roping, calf roping, barrel racing, and bareback, sad­

dle-bronc, and bull riding for gold buckles, saddles, and 

more than 4.9 million in piize money. If event.s are sold 

out, hotels provide closed-circuit coverage. Thomas and 

Mack Center, L1S Vegas, 702-26(}.8605. 

LOS Music Festival • Dec. 4 • Mormon artist.s cheduled lo 

appear include Jericho Road, Kenneth Coipe, Greg 

Simpson, Julie DeAzevedo, Rya n Shupe and the 

RubberBand, lender, Jon Schmidt, Maren Ord, and Alex 

Boye. Orleans Arena, Las Vegas, 702-365-7469. 

Miss Rodeo America Pageant • Dec. 4 • Orleans, Las Vegas, 

719-948-9206. 

Parade of Lights • Dec. 4 • Parade of more than 60 decorated 

boat.s may be watched from the shore at Boulder Beach or 

from the 1vater. Lake Mead between L'lke Mead Ma1ina and 

Hemenway Harbor, Boulder City, 702-457-2797. 

Christmas Parade • Dec. 4 • Includes photos with anta. 

evada Way and Colorado St., Boulder City, 702-293-2034 . 

Linda Eder • Dec. 4 • Ch1is1Jnas concert featu1i ng t.he 

Broad1vay singer. Artemus I-lam 1-lall , U LV, Las Vegas, 702-

895-ARTS. 

Nevada Southern Railway Train Rides • Dec. 4-5 • Seven-mile 

round-trip train rides from Boulder City to Railroad Pass 

aboard histo1ic Pullman coache at 9 and I 0:30am, noon, 

and 1 :30pm. Nevada tale Rail road Museum, Boulder City, 

702-48(}.5933. 

CCSN Jazz Combos • Dec. 5 • Standards and contempor­

ary works. icholas I-l orn Theatre, Communi ty College 

Downtown Hoedown • Dec. 2 • Western music and pany to 

celebrate the National Finals Rodeo. Fremont Street 
Paulina Sparkuhl looks over the Chilean red and white wines that will be served at Sabores 
De Chile, a fundraiser for Child Focus at Spanish Trail Golf and Country Club in Las Vegas. 
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CAMELOT • INTERGALACTIC • LAS VEGAS • VICTORIAN 
SO'S 60'S & DISCO • BEACH PARTY • GANGSTER • ROCK-N-ROLL 
WESTERN • EGYPTIAN • GOTHIC • THE PHANTOM •TRADITIONAL 
ALSO ASK ABOUT OUR SUPER STRETCH LIMO! 

Fea turi ng ELVIS I BLUE HAWAJI 
& T H E FAJRY TALE WEDDINGS 

Romance, Elegance, Beauty 
and Sophistication 

All ball marks of tbe wedding of your dreams 

Prom Concept to Completion 

limousines, flowers, pbotos, 

soloists, musicians and our 
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-
Las Vegas Wranglers captain Jason McBain battles Idaho's Adrei Vasi lyev behind the net . 
The West Coast Hockey League team plays it s home games at the Orlea ns Arena. 

of Somhem Nevada, North Las Vegas, 702-651-5483. 

CCSN Big Bands Concert • Dec. 6 • Nicholas I lorn Theatre, 

Community College of Southern Nevada, North L'IS Vegas, 

702-65 1-5483. 

CCSN Concert Band • Dec. 7 • Concert of impressionistic 

icholas I lorn Theatre, Communi ty College of 

Southern evada, Orth L'll Vegas, 702-651-54 3. 

Fall Choir Concert • Dec. 9 • lassical LO jazz music. icholas 

Horn Theatre, Communi ty College of outhern 1 evada, 
1orth Las Vegas, 702-651-5483. 

Ramada Express International Rally VII • Dec. 9-12 • Racers 

compete in race-prepared su·eet-legal vehicles over moun­

tain and forest roads. Course includes a new .5-mile hill 

climb. pectators can view side-by-side compe­

tition during unday's Super rage I Oam-

3pm at the Laughlin Special Evenis Arena. 

Weekend includes the JAO Rally Grand Canyon 

V, a 1our challenge using CPS navigation. Recommended 

for SUV or AWD vehicles. Entry fee and information at 

www.rallytisa.com. L1ughlin , 702-29 171. 

Vegas Valley Legacy Band Holiday Concert and Choirs • Dec. I 0 

• Winchester Center, L'll Vegas, 702-455-7340. 

"Winter Wonderettes" • Dec. 10-1 2, 16-1 9 • Play abom four 

high school f1iends, bouffant hairdos days, and Christmases 

past. Community College of Southern Nevada, North Las 

Vegas, 702-651-5483. 

Celebrity City Chorus • Dec. 11 • Christmas show performed 

by the Greater Las Vegas Chapter of weet Adelines. 

Nicholas Horn Theatre, Community College of Southern 

Nevada, North L1s Veb'<IS, 702-223-7 93. 

Las Vegas Philharmonic • Dec. 11-12 • Holiday concert. 

Artemus Ham Hall , LV, Las Vegas, 702 95-2787. 

Mannheim Steamroller • Dec. 12 • Christmas concert. 

Mandalay Bay, Las Vegas, 702-598-5090. 

Messiah Sing-In • Dec. 12 • Combined hoirs perform. 

Nich las Horn Theatre, Community Colle e f outhern 

Ne1, da, North Las Vegas, 702-651-5483. 

Tenor Madness Jazz Concert • Dec. 12 • Winchester Genter, 

L'll Vegas, 702-455-7340. 

Performing Arts Society of Nevada Holiday Concert • Dec. 16 • 

Winchester Center, L1s Vegas, 702-455-7340. 

$15,000 Winter Wonderland Slot Tournament • Dec. 16- 1 • 

169 entry fee includes a 1.hree-night stay. Las Vegas Hilton, 

Las Vegas, 800-457-3307. 

Million Dollar Blackjack 111 • Dec. 16-1 8 • 1,000 entry fee in 

1he monthly tournament includes three-night stay. Las 

Vegas Hilton, Las Vegas, 00-457-3307. 

Guitar Society Holiday Concert • Dec. 17 • Winchester 

emer, L'll Vegas, 702-455-7340. 

"The Nutcracker" • Dec. 17-23 • Nevada Ballet 

Theatre presentation of the Christmas classic. 

amba Theatre, Rio All-Suite 

Hotel, L'll Vegas, 702-895-ART . 

Andy Williams Christmas Show • 

Dec. I 

Vegas, for informa-

tion call 702-598-5090. 

Gospel Music Concert • Dec. 

Winchester Genter, Las Vegas, 702-

455-7340. 

Pioneer Christmas • Dec. I 

Children make Christmas deco­

rations and help decorate the 

Old Fort's tree. Event includes re­

fresh men is and a tour. Old Las 

Vegas Mormon Fort State Historic 

Park, Las Vegas, 702-4 6-35 11. 

by Las Vegas Cruisin' Association. 

Location TBA, L'IS Ve ras, 702-

643-0000. 
Las Vegas Showdown • Dec. 

18 • Features Oklahoma 

Late, Georgia Tech, 

Gonzaga, and the Runnin ' 

Rebels. Thomas and 

Mack Center, Las Vegas, 

702-739-FANS. 

Duel in the Desert • Dec. 

18- 19 • This eight-1cam 

Mohini Bhardwaj will 
pe rform at t he 2004 
T.J . Maxx Tour of 
Gymnast ic Champions. 
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women's basketball tournamem includes the Lady Rebels, 

Virginia Tech, Western Michigan, Texas Tech, Arkansas 

tale, Northern Arizona, Iowa State, and Eastern Kentucky. 

Cox Pavi lion, Las Vegas, 702-739-FANS. 

New Year's Eve at the Fremont Street Experience • Dec. 31 • 

Emertainmem, countdown, and the light and sound show. 

Fremom Street Experience, Las Vegas, 702-Q78-5777. 

America's Party and Centennial Kick-Off New Year's Eve • Dec. 

31 • Histo1ical video projected from L'IS Vegas hotels and 

casinos, with a soundtrack written by singer Clim Holmes 

and perforn1ed by eme11ainers. The trip and downtown 

ill uminated by more than 200 light cannons. More lighis 

fo llow the midnight fireworks display. Las Vegas, 702-229-

2005. 

Note on Centennial Events: For a schedule of events that take 

place during the Las Vegas centennial year, see this section of 

"Nevada Events and Shows" or visit www.nevadamagazine.com 

or wwwlasvegas2005.org. 

Free Concerts• Tues. at. al the FremomStreet Experience, 

Las Vegas, 702-Q78-5777. 

Third Thursdays • An galleries and businesses offer hors 

d'oeuvres and entertainment from !'>-9pm to showcase the 

aris. Old Town Gallery, Henderson, 702-568-5655. 

CasaBlanca Gaming Tournaments • Video poker on Wed. Keno 

on Wed. and Sat. Slois on un. CasaBlanca, Mesquite, 800-

459-PLAY. 

Hacienda Gaming Tournament • Blackjack on Fri. Hacienda, 

Hoover Dam, 702-29~5000, ext. 170. 

Oasis Gaming Tournaments • Blackjack and keno on Mon., 

F1i., and Sun. Slois on Thurs. No Limit Hold 'Em on Sun. 

Pizza and poker on Wed. Early Bird Poker Shootout on 

Mon.-Fri. Bad Beat Progressive jackpot poker on Wed. and 

un. Oasis, Mesquite, 800-21-0ASIS. 

Virgin River Gaming Tournaments • Slois on Tues. and Thurs. 

Blac~ack on Fri. Keno on Tues. and Thurs. Virgin River, 

Mesquite, 800-346-7721. 

Our Daily Bread: Edible Routine, Habit, and Ritual • Thru Nov. 

6 • Five anisis show works that address food consumption. 

Contemporary Aris Collective, Las Vegas, 702-3 2-38 6. 

Gemstones of Nevada and the Southwest• Thru ov. 7 • Their 

history and how lo find them. Clark County Museum, 

Henderson, 702-45!'>-7955. 

Las Vegas Artists Guild• Thru Nov. 10 • Derfelt Center, Las 

Vegas, 702-22%60 I. 

All Who Wander: Reflections From Journeys Past • Thru ov. 

14 • Paintings by ila Oakes. Charleston Heighis Cemer, 

Las Vegas, 702-22%383. 

Frederick Hart, American Sculptor• Thru Nov. 14 • "Creative 

Spirit" exhibition. Las Vegas An Museum, L'IS Vegas, 702-

360-8000. 

A Reason for Hope: Deborah Barr • Thru ov. 21 • Paintings 

depict children's issues. Reed Whipple Gemer, Las Vegas, 

702-22%211. 

Alex Boupha • Thru Dec. 7 • P1imitive paimings. Whitney 

Libraq•, Las Vegas, 702-507-3659. 

Boulder City Art Guild • Thru Dec. 18 • Exhibition by 20 

artisis. City Hall, Boulder City, 702-29~2 I 38. 

Cats! Wild to Mild • Thru Dec. 30 • Traveling exhibit traces 

felines from the sabenooth to domestic cais. Las Vegas 

atural History Museum, L'IS Vegas, 702-384-3466. 

Pattern Wizardry • Thru Dec. 30 • HandS-On activities fea­

ltlring the patterns found in nature and culture. Lied 

Discovery Children 's Mu cum, Las Vegas, 702-382-KI DS. 

Fall Art Roundup • Thru Dec. 31 • juried exhibit includes 

photography, drawings, sculpture, and mixed media. L'IS 

Vegas Art Museum, Las Vegas, 702-360-8080. 

Cool Stuff • Thru Jan. 9 • A sanitation kit from the Sands 

Hotel 's bomb shelter and a watch from Al Capone are 

among the items that tell the story of Las Vegas. Nevada 

State Museum and Hi torical Society, Las Vegas, 702-

486-5205. 

Celebrating Life! 2004 Exhibition • Thru Jan. 21 • Exhibition 

from tJ1e city's fine-aris competition for senior aris. B1idge 

Gallery, City Hall, Las Vegas, 702-229-4674. 

Las Vegas Aerial Gallery • Thru April 30 • Works by JO local 

Frederick Hart's "Born of Light" acrylic 
sculpture is featured in his "Creative Spirit" 
exhibition at the Las Vegas Art Museum. 

anisis are featured on a street banner display from 

Charleston Blvd. LO Mesquite Ave. Las Vegas, 702-229-5431. 

Bats! • Thru Dec. 2006 • Exhibit covers the myths and facis 

about tJ1e winged creatures. Nevada State Museum and 

Historical Society, Las Vegas, 702-486-5205. 

Fall Art Show• Nov. 1-30 • Boulder City Art Guild exhibi­

tion. Boulder City Library, Boulder City, 702-29~2 I 38. 

Darrell McGarvey • Nov. l:Jan. 28 • Photo exhibition. 

Boulder Dam Hotel, Boulder City, 702-29~2138. 

American Veterans Program • peakers recoum military ex­

periences al the American Heroes Museum. Nov. 2, WASP 





Discover something for everyone. 

Pnhrump Pow \.low 
November 19-21 

Petrock Park at Hwy 160 & Sasln Ave. 

FREE ADMISSION 
ENTEUAINMENT • Sat & Sun. 9am-7pm 

Opening Ceremony Sat & Sun. at Noon 

DANCE~S • D~UMME~ • WFLES 
OVE~ 40 AUTHENTIC NATIVE 

AM~ICAN VENDO~S & FOOD SOOTHS 
Enjoy Millard Clark as M C, 

Flutist Fernando Cellcion and M11Yan & 
Aztec Dancers Xavier Yxayoti ~roup 

R·E INFO-RMATION Cit L 775-727-3812 or 775-513-2336 
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pilot Betty Blake; 1 ov. 4, aircraft mechanic Dean Baker, 

Col. SAF (ret.); 1 ov. 9, Vietnam counter-insurgency, 

counter-gue1illa warfare officer Bob Worthington; Nov. 11 , 

Vietnam, Operation Desert Storm, and Persian Gulf War 

veteran 1ajor William Mimiaga; Nov. 13, 10 th Army Band 

Concert; Dec. 7, Pearl Harbor survivor Leo tewart; Dec. 

9, war hero Da,·e Kerzie, a former test pilot who completed 

186 combat missions in Vietnam and is a recipient of two 

Distinguished Flying Crosse and I 0 air medals; Dec. 14, 

former WAC and author Claiice Fortgang Pollard; Dec. 2 

and Jan. 20, Pearl Harbor sun<ivor Robert Hefner; Feb. I, 

.. Army Railway Sen<ice autho1ity Dave Kaufman; Feb. 

22, George MacDonald, son of mi siona1ies who were held 

in a Philippine p1ison camp; March , Dave Kaufman, au­

thor and expert on military heraldry and insignia. Ramada 

Expre , Laughlin, 702-298-4200. 

Las Vegas Wranglers • The West Coast Hockey League team 

pla) Nov. 2 ' . Long Beach Ice Dogs, Nov. ~vs. Toledo 

Storm, Nov. 9 ' . Alaska Aces, Nov. 12 ' . Victoria almon 

Kings, ov. 13 vs. Toledo Stonn, Nov. 19-20 vs. Idaho 

teelheads, Dec. 14 ' . Greenville Grrrowl, Dec. 16 '~· 

Bakersfield Condors, Dec. 17 vs. Long Beach Ice Dogs, Dec. 

20' . Fresno Falcon (midnight game), Dec. 26 and Jan. 4 

' . an Diego Gulls, Jan. 7 ' . Peoria Rivermen, Jan. I 0 

' . Fre no Falcons.Jan. 13, 29, 31 ' . Victoria almon Kings, 

Feb. 8 ' . Long Beach Ice Dogs, Feb. 11-1 2 ' . Idaho 

Steelheads, Feb. 18-19 vs. Long Beach Ice Dogs, March 15 

' . Bake1 field Condors, March I and March 29' . Fresno 

Falcons, April l ' . Victoria almon Kings, Ap1il 2 ' . 

Bakersfield Condors, April 5, , 9 '~· Alaska Aces. Orleans 

Arena, Las Vegas, 702-461-P CK. 

UNLV Men's Basketball • The Runnin ' Rebels play ov. 5 ' . 

L.A. tars, Nov. 17 vs. EA ports All-Stai , Nov. 23 '~· t. 

Mary's, Nov. 26 '~· Oreg n tate, Dec. 4 ' . the NR Wolf 

Pack, Dec. 21 '~· Gardner-Webb, Dec. 22 ' . Florida 

Atlantic, Dec. 29 vs. Texas-Pan American, Jan. 5 vs. Fort 

Lewis, Jan. 15 vs. San Diego State.Jan. 22 ' . Colorado State, 

Jan. 24 vs. Wyoming, Feb. 5 vs. BYU, Feb. 7 vs. Utah , Feb. 

9 vs. Missouri, Feb. 26 vs. Air Force, Feb. 2 vs. 1ew Mexico. 

Las Vegas Showdown on Dec. 18 features Oklahoma tate, 

Georgia Tech, Gonzaga, and the Runnin ' Rebels. Thomas 

and Mack enter, Las Vegas, 702-739-FAN for furtl1er 

game information. 

Triptych: Color Photographs by Haya Gil-Lubin • Nov. l 2:Jan. 7 

• Exhibition of camera-less photographs. Winchester 

Callery, Las Vegas, 702-455-7340. 

UNLV Women's Basketball • The Lady Rebels play Nov. 5' . 

West oast All-Stai , Nov. 19 vs. CF, Dec. 22 vs. the NR 

Lady Wolf Pack, Dec. 30 vs. Central Connecticu t tate,Jan. 

2 ' . Cani ius, Jan . '~- High Point, Jan. 13 '~- Northern 

Colorado, Jan. 27' . New Mexico.Jan. 29' . Air Force, Feb. 

12' . an Diego tate, Feb. 17' . Colorado tate, Feb. 19 

'~·Wyoming, larch 3' . B , March 5' . tah. Basketball 

Tournaments: Lady Rebel Shootout on Nov. 27-2 features 

the Lady Rebels, Villanova, ortl1 Carolina, and Texas­

Arlington. Duel in the Desert on Dec. 18-19 is an eight-team 

tournament that includes the Lady Rebels, Virginia Tech, 

We tern Michigan, Texas Tech, Arkansas tate, 1orthern 

Arizona, Iowa State, and Eastern Kentucky. Cox Pa\<ilion , 

Las Vega , 702-739-FAJ S. 

Gift of Lights • Nov. 12:Jan. 2 • Drive-tl1ru display of more 

than 50 holiday cenes lit by six million lights and et to 

music. unset Park, Henderson, 00-7 9627. 

Autocross • Nov. 13-14, 28, Dec. 12 • Competitive amateur 

dri\<ing event open to all dlivers wi tl1 a valid drh·er's licen e. 

Las Vegas Motor Speedway, Las Vegas, 775-727-1936. 



The Temptations (above) and Sonny Turner's 
Platters will sing at the Stardust for New Year's. 

SPART IV: The Colour of Man• ov. 17:Jan. 15 • Wood sculp­

tures by S. LaMonL Waithe Sr. West Las Vegas CenLer, Las 

Vegas, 702-229-4800. 

The Nuclear West• Nov. 19:Jan. 9 • Landscape photographs 

from the perrnanelll collection of the e\rada Museum of 

Art's "The Alerted Landscape." Charleston Heights CenLer, 

Las Vegas, 702-229-6383. 

Celebrate the Season, 1920-1940 • Nov. 20-Jan . 16 • Exhibit 

$3 0 FF 
Legends show for 
everyone In your 
party. General 

admission only. Redeem this coupon 
at the Show Reservations desk on the 
Main Casino floor when you purchase 
your tickets. Offer not vofld with 
po<koges. Other restrictions moy 
opply. Management reserves all rights. 

NM Exp. 12/ 29/05 

displays scenes and decorations of holiday seasons of the 

Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression. Clark CounLy 

Museum, Henderson, 702-455-7955. 

Magical Forest Winter Wonderland • Nov. 24-Dec. 30 • View 

thousands oflights, trees, holiday decorations, and ride the 

Magical Forest Expre train or the EnchanLed Carousel. 

Opportunity Village, Las Vegas, 702-225-TREE. 

Through My Father's Eyes • Jan. 29-March 13 • Smithsonian 

exhibition features photographs by Filipino-American 

Ri cardo Ocreto Alvarado. Las Vegas An Museum, Las 

Vegas, 702-360-8080. 

BOULDER CITY 

Hacienda• 702-293-5000 or 800-245-6380: Between Boulder 

City and Hoover Darn. 

HENDERSON 

Casino Montelago at Lake Las Vegas • 702-939-8888. 

Fiesta Henderson • 702-558-7000: Bands play in the Lava 

Lounge on Fri.-Sat. 

Green Valley Ranch• 702-454-0544:Jazz Club: EnLenainrnem 

Fri. at. Whiskey Amphitheater: TBA. 

Hyatt Regency Lake Las Vegas• 702-567-6181: Piano music 

and hors d'oeuvres, 6-9prn Fri.-Sun. 

Joker's Wild• 702-564-8100: Emertainrnem Wed.-Sun. 

Ritz-Carlton Lake Las Vegas • 702-567-4700: Firenze Lobby 

Lounge: Floremine Tea daily from 2:30-5prn. 

Sunset Station • 702-547-7777: Club Madrid: Eric Burdon 

and the New Animals.Jan . 22. Cary Puckett, Feb. 12. Thorn 

Kaz and the Rock 'n' Roll Hypnosis Show, IOprn Fri. 

JEAN 

Gold Strike Hotel • 702-477-5000 or 800-634-1359: Bands play 

nightly except Tues. 

Nevada Landing • 702-387-5000 or 800-628-6682: Bands ap­

pear nightly except Wed. 

LAS VEGAS 

Aladdin• 877-333-WlSH: V Theatre at Desert Passage: "V," 

variety show. Call 702-932-1818. "Ba Da Bing, interactive 

musical dinner theater, 7:30prn nightly. For tickets call 702-

257-0297. Aladdin Theater for the Performing Arts: 

Emenainrnem TBA. Steve Wyrick Theater: Magician Leve 

Wyrick, dark Tues. Fashionistas Showroom: "The 

Fashionistas," adult musical revue, dark un. inbad 's 

Lounge: Bands such as Destiny, Rhythm ation, Exotique, 

and San Fernando Band play. Music in the Curve nightclub 

10:30pm-5arn Fri.-Sat., and 7-9prn Wed. for Jazz Night. 

Arizona Charlie's • 702-258-5200: Naughty Ladies Saloon: 

Klass One, thru Nov. 6. Fahrenheit, Nov. 9-13. ix-Five-0, 

Nov. 16-20. Checkmates, Nov. 24-27 . .Jurnp,Jive, and Wail, 

Dec. 13-19. Checkmates, Dec. 21:Jan. I. Greg Peterson.Jan. 

4-16. rnooth,Jan. 18-29. Vision, Feb. 1-5. Randy Anderson, 

Feb. 8-19. Fahrenheit, Feb. 22-26. Checkmates, March 1-12. 

Karaoke 8:30prn- I :30arn Mon. Jerry TifTe's Band plays 4-

7pm Fri. 

Arizona Charlie's East• 702-95 1-9000: Palace Grand Lounge: 

Randy Anderson, Thru Nov. 7. Checkmates, Nov. 9-2 1. 

Perfect Choice, Nov. 23-28. Randy Anderson , ov. 30-Dec. 

12. Checkmates, Dec. 14- 19. Greg Peterson, Dec. 21-26. 

Bands play daily except 1on. 

Baily's• 702-739-4 111 or800-237-SHOW:Jubilee! Theater: 

"Jubilee! , dark Fri. Society of Seven with L~ni Misalu­

cha, 3pm Sat.-Thurs. Backstage Walking Tour at 2prn 
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~Ion ., \\'ed., and Sat. Entenainmelll in the Indigo Loun 'e. 

Barbary Coast• 702-737-7111: Barbary Coast Lounge: Pete 

Vallee as "Big Elvis, 3-6pm Tues.-F1i. Band like mith 

Brothe1 , an Fernando Band, and Elemenis pla)' \l'ed.-Sat. 

in the lounge. Karaoke, 9pm-2:30am Ion. 

The Beach Nightclub • 702-610-5237: "Laughs at the Bea h, 

touring stand-up comedians and improv groups, 8- IOpm 

Bellagio • 888-987-6667: Cirque du Soleil's "O, indf., dark 

lon.-Tues. New Yea r's Eve: Shows at 4:30 and 7:30pm; 

ticket prices for 7:30 show arc 118.50, 124, 150, 175. 

Light igluclub, I 0:30pm-4am Thurs.-Sun. Caramel Bar, 

5pm-4am Mon. un. lusicians play in the Petrossian 

Lounge and Baccarat Bar. Fontana Room: Emertainmclll 

nightly except un. 

Binion's Horseshoe• 702-382-1600: "Honky Tonk Cowgirls, 

tribmc revue, dark Wed. 

Boardwalk Casino • 702-735-2400: Lighthouse Lounge: 

pectrum, Motown sound, indf., dark Mon. Purple Reign, 

a tribute to Prince, dark Mon. C. G. Girls, Sun.-Mon. 

Boulder Station • 702-432-7777 or 800-683-7777: The 

Railhead: The Tubes, 1 ov. 5. Don Williams, Nov. 6. Gerry 

and the Pacemakers, Nov. 12. Paula Poundstone, Nov. 13. 

Mark Wills, 1 OI'. 19. trunz and Farah , Nov. 20. Latino 

omedy Night hosted by Rick Martinez, Nov. 27. Terri 

Clark, Dec. 3-4. Larry Gatlin and the Gatlin Brothers, 

Mardi 4. Keiko Maisui, Ap1il 2. Jerry TifTe plays 2-4pm 

Thurs. KIXX: hooting tars Karaoke, Thm . at. 

Bourbon Street • 702-737-7200: Big Easy Showroom: 

"Hnmolarious, 9pm., dark Mon.-Tues. "Spotlight, star-

1ing magician Will Roya, 7pm, dark Fri. The Michael Johns 

Show, comedy-hypnotist, 11 pm Sun.-Thurs. 
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Engelbert Humperdinck, who has been 
singing for more than 30 years, will appear 
at the Orleans in Las Vegas November 4-7. 

Caesars Palace • 702-731-7333 or 800-445-4544: The 

Colosseum howroom: Celine Di n stars in "A 1 ew 

Day .... Nov. 3-7, 10-14, 17-2 1, 24-2 , Dec. 1-5, 8-12, 28-31 , 

dark ~lon.-Tues. (call 77+ ELINE). Jerry infeld , Dec. 

26-27. "The Red Piano" starrin Elton John , Feb. 8-9, 11-

13, 15-16, 18-20, 22-23, 25-26, March 29-30, April 1-3, 5-6, 

8- 10. Shadow Bar: Dancers perform nightl y. DJ 9pm-2am 

Wed.-Sun. Emenainment in the Cafe Lago Restaurant, 

Terrazza Lounge, Cleopatra's Barge Nightclub, and 

Galle1ia Bar. 

Circus Circus • 702-734-0410 or800-444-CIRC S: Free circus 

acis from 11 am to midnight. 

Egg and I Restaurant • 702-364-9686: " larriage an Be 

Murder," intera Live dinner theater has gueslS playing de­

tective, 7pm Wed.-F1i., 6pm Sat. 

Excalibur Hotel • 702-597-7600: King Arthur's Arena: 

"Tournament of Kings, jousting-dinner show. Merlin's 

Theater: "Thunder From Down nder," all-male revue 

nightly except Thurs. Catch a Rising Star Comedy Club: 

Comedians perform at IOpm nightly and 7:30pm Thurs. 

Court J esters Stage: Strolling entertaine1 , IOam- IOpm 

daily. Minstrels Lounge: Live bands and dancing. Music in 

the Regales and Camelot restauranis. 

Fitzgeralds • 702-3 2400 or 800-274-L CK (U .. ouiside 

Nevada): Fit1gerald howroom: " pirit of tl1e King" star­

ring teve Connolly, 7: I 5pm Thurs.-Mon. Jun Polistico, 

Philippine singer, 9pm Thurs.-Mon. Wild Billy Tucker, co­

median , I 0:30pm Thurs.-Mon. (Shows have a one-drin k 

minimum per pe1 on; must be 21 for Wild Billy Tucker. ) 

Bobby Ruffin ' Tribute to the Drifters, 7:15 and 9:15pm 

Tues.-Wed. Derek James and the Speaks Brothers play on 

the Fi1 t Floor tage. 

Flamingo Las Vegas • 702-733-3333 or 800-22 1-7299: 

Flamingo ho11~·oom: Glad) Knight, 7:30pm, dark un.­

Mon. "Bottoms Up, comedy revue, 2 and 4pm, dark un. 

George Wallace, comedian, performs Tues.- at. Second 

City Theater: " ccond City," improv comedy sketches, pm 

Thurs.-Tues, I 0:30pm Thm .-Sat. and Mon. " econd ity 

Sc1iptless, 8 and I 0:30pm Wed., I 0:30pm Tues. and Sun. 

Bands play in Jimmy BufTe u's Margaritaville. 



Four Queens • 702-385-4011 or 800-634-6045 for information. 

Four Seasons • 702-632-5000: Piano entertainment during 

Traditional Afternoon High Tea in the Verandah restau­

rant, 2-5pm daily. 

Fremont • 702-385-3232. 

Gold Coast • 702-367-7111 or 888-402-627 (U .. outside 

evacla): Lounge: Kinda Dixie Jazz Band, noon-6pm 

Mon.-F1i. Bands like Front Page and Elements play nightly 

except Mon. Cold Coast howroom: F1iday Nile Fight, Nov. 

5, Ji,•e boxing. "Honky Tonk Angels Christmas how," elate 

TBA. Karaoke Pany, 8pm Wecl.-Thurs. Latin Breeze, Fri.­

Sat. and Mon., indf. Ballroom dancing with disk jockey 

Larry Taylor 7-IOpm Tues. Dance lessons ().7pm. unclay 

Tea Dance Pany with Larry Taylor from l-4pm. Dance 

lessons noon-I pm. Drama workshop, 2-4pm Tues. 

Golden Gate • 702-385-1906: Live piano 6pm-miclnight. 

Golden Nugget • 702-3 5-711 J: Theatre Ballroom: Tony 

Bennett, Nov. 4-6. Randy Travis, Dec. 3-5. Downtown 

Cordie Brown, 7:30pm, dark Wed.-Thurs. Lon Bronson's 

All-Star Band, IOpm-lam Mon., miclnight-3am al. Bands 

play in the Show Bar Lounge. Music in the ZAX restaurant. 

Golden Palm • 702-798-1111: Karaoke, JOpm-4am nightly. 

Greek Isles • 702-737-5540: Magic Theater: "Tribute to 

Frank, am my, Joey, and Dean," dark F1i. Sandy Hackett 

Comedy Club, dark Fri. "Shock," bizarre acts, 11 pm Sat.­

Mon., "Hypnosis Zone," l lpm Tues.-F1i. Haunted Vegas 

Tour, 9pm at.-Mon., 90-minute guided tour includes !lie 

show " hock." 

Hard Rock Hotel • 702-693-5066: The joint Entertainment 

TBA. Dance to DJs in Baby's Night Club. 

Harrah's Las Vegas • 702-369-5Jl I: Clint Holme Theatre: 

Clint Holmes, musical variety show, dark Sun. Comedy 

Cabaret "Mac King Comedy Magic Show" appears al I and 

3pm Tues.-Sat. lmprov, nightly except Mon. "Skintight," 

adult musical revue, dark Thurs. Carnaval Coun: Bands ap­

pear daily. Jazz in !lie Range Steakhouse Lounge 5:30-

10:30pm Fri. al. 

Hofbrauhaus Las Vegas • 702-853-BEER. Bavaiian bands like 

Die Bienneisters perforni daily. 

Howard Johnson Hotel • 702-798-1111 . 

Imperial Palace • 702-794-3261: Imperial Theatre: "Legends 

in Concert, impersonator revue, 7 and IOpm, dark Sun. 

Casino Floor: Celebiity impersonators deal blackjack to 

gamblers. Entertainment nightly 5:30pm-lam in the 

Kabuki Lounge. Tequila Joe's: Karaoke, nightly. "Be a 

Legend" Amateur Celeb1ity Impersonator Karaoke Comest 

is held monthly. 

JW Marriott Las Vegas • 702-869-2335: Plush Ultra Lounge 

and Supper Club: Opens 5pm weeknights, noon weekends. 

Music and dancing. 

Key Largo • 702-733-7777: and Bar Lounge: Entertainment 

nightly 8pm-2am. 

Lady Luck • 702-477-3000 or 800-523-9582: Lady Luck 

howroom: "Ovation, variety show featuiing numerous 

acts, 7 and 9pm, dark Tues. Lucky Louie's Lounge: Bands 

play Thurs.-Sun. 

Las Vegas Hilton • 702-732-5755 or 800-222-5361: Hilton 

Theater: Doobie Brotlie1 , Nov. 5-6. Etta James, ov. 12- 13. 

Brad Paisley and Pat Green, Dec. 3-5. Shimmer Cabaret: 

Comedian David Brenner in concert, 8pm thru March 31, 

dark Thurs. Dance music !Opm Wed.-Sun. Emenainmem 

in the Benihana Lounge. 

Luxor • 702-262-4555: Luxor Theatre: "Blue Man Croup: 

Live al Luxor," percussion tlieater. Pharaoh 's Theater: 

"Midnight Fantasy," production show, dark Mon. 

teakhouse Lounge: Piano emertainer. Performers play 

----
German Restaurant & Imported Beer 

Live Entertainment Daily 

Oktoberfest Every Day 

Great for Groups, Receptions & Parties 

FREE Shuttle Service for Groups of 4 or More 

HOFBRAUHAUS LAS VEGAS 
Across from the Hard Rock at 4510 Paradise Road 

702.853.BEER(2337) 
www.Hofbrau.hausLas Vegas.corn 

Hotels.com. 

Thank you. 

Thank you 

very much. 

Las Vegas 
from sz g.95 
___ a night. 

hotels.1od 
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Truckee's alluring charm is the 
perfect balance of outdoor adventure 
and history. Surrounded by Sierra 
Nevada scenery and six world class 
ski areas. Enjoy skiing, boarding 
and cross country treks. Quaint 
historic downtown, distinctive shops, 
restaurants and cozy inns make an 
adventure to remember. 

~ 
T.RUCKEE 
OIAMBER of COMMERCE 

VOTED GREAT AMERICAN CITY 
(GREAT RACE 2004) 

(866) 245-4347 www.truckee.com 
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Lots or Interactive 
Sight Seeing Stops! 

INCREDIBLE 414 ADVENTURES! 
A FODB TIME BECIPIEIT 

OF THE GllYEBNOBS 
TOURISM AWARD. 

RESERVE TODAY! 

nightly in efcniti's Lounge. Movies arc offered in the 

I MA)( theater. 

77-632-7400: Mandalay Bay Theatre: 

"Mamma Mia! , the Broadway musical based on the music 

of Abba, dark Fri. Matinee Sat.-Sun. al 5pm. Lany the Cable 

Guy, Dec. 3. Ron White, Dec. I 0. 1andalay Events ntcr: 

An Evening With Yanni, ov. 6. Andre Bocelli and the Las 

Vegas Philharmonic, Nov. 13.Juan Gabriel , Nov. 14. The 

Rematch: Winky Wright 1 . Shane loslcy 11 , Nov. 20. 

Chinese oncen, ov. 26. Vincente Fernandez, Nov. 27. 

House of Blues: Bela Ficek and the Flccktones, Nov. 7. 

Wynonna, ov. 13. The Faint, ov. 16. J agermcister Music 

Tour, Dec. 15. Dance music, Fri. un. Gospel Bnmch, IOam 

and I pm Sun. Live music Thurs. un. in the Courtyard. 

OBA lounge atop Hou e of Blues open late nights Mon.­

Fri. Bands play in the Orchid , Island, and Coral Reef 

hark Reef at Mandalay Bay open daily. 

Foundation Room: "Las Vegas Mindbending" starring 

Jason on, dark un. and Tues. 

MGM Grand • 702 9 1-7777 or 800-929-1 I I I: EFX Theatre: 

KA, the new Cirque du Soleil show, opens for preview per­

formances ov. 26-Fcb. 2. One show nightly from Nov. 26-

Dcc. 7; two shows 7 and 10:30pm Dec. IO-Feb. 2, dark 

Wcd.-Thurs. Hollywood Theau·c: George Carlin , Oct. 28-

ov. 3. Paul Anka, ov. 4- 10. Can·ot Top, Dec. 2-22. MGM 

arden Arena: Sarah Brightman, r ov. 20. Bene 

ov. 26. La Femme Thcau·e: "La Femme, topless 

Crazy Horse production from Paris, dark Tues. tudio 54: 

Dancing Tues.-Sat. Entertainment in the Tabu and Zuri 

lounges. Fashion show I Opm Wed. in Tabu. Louie Louie 

performs in tl1e Show Bar Lounge, I Opm-2am Fri.-Sat. 

The Mirage • 702-792-7777: Danny Gans Theatre: 

lmpre ionisl Danny ans, dark Fri. and Mon. and Nov. 14, 

25, Dec. 24-27, 30. Jay Leno, rov. 5-6. Ray Romano and 

Brad Gall'etl, ov. 12- 13. David pade, 01'. 26-27. 

Entertainment in the Ava and Onda lounges and Baccarat 

Bar. 

Monte Carlo • 702-730-7000: Lance Burton Theatre: "Lance 

Burton, Master Magician ," dark Sun.-Mon. and Dec. 5-25. 

Top 40, disco, counuy, and classic-rock dance music nightly 

in the Monte Carlo Pub and Brewery. The Club @The Pub: 

Lale night bands and DJs play beginning al I I pm. 

New Frontier • 702-794-8200: Gilley's Saloon: Free bull rides 

4-9pm Mon.-Tues. and all night Wed. Mud wrestling IOpm 

Wed. Free line dance le ons 7:30pm Thurs. Bikini bull rid­

ing midnight Fri.-Sat. Line dancing 9pm. 

New York-New York • 702-740-6969 or 00-693-6763: 

Broadway Theatre: "Zumanity," adult Cirque du leil pr°" 

duction , 7:30 and 10:30pm, dark un.-Mon. and Dec. 1-15. 

Cabaret Theatre: Comedienne Rita Rudncr pcrfo1111s 

nightly except ov. 2, 14, 18, 2 1, 24 , 28, 29, Dec. 6, 9, 12-

17, 26, 30-31. The Pub at ine Fine Irishmen: Entertain­

ment nightly. Coyote Ugly: Dance nightclub opens at 6pm. 

The N.YP.D. ( cw York Piano Duos) dueling pianos play 

from pm nightly in the Bar at Times Square. Bands play 

in the Big Apple Bar. Manhattan Express Roller oastcr 

opens daily at I Oam. 

The Orleans • 00-0RLEAN : Orleans howroom: Bobby 

Vi 1ton , Nov. 4-7. Engelbert l-lumpcrdinck, Nov. I 1-14. 

Righteous Brotl1er Bill Medley: Relive the Memories, ov. 

I 8-2 1. Debbie Reynolds, ov. 25-2 . Mi Rodeo America 

Pageant, Nov. 29-Dec. 4. Clay Walker, Dec. 9- 11. Orleans 

Arena: Enduro Cross, motorcycle event, ov. 27. LD 

Music Festival, Dec. 4. Harlem Globetrotters, Feb. I 6- 17. 

B urbon Street Cabaret: Performers appear nightly except 

Mon. Brendan 's Irish Pub: Band play like Elements, the 



Farner Etta James serves gospel and jazz 
with blues overtones at the Las Vegas Hilton. 

Klique, and mi th Brotl1ers nightly except Mon. Jazz on 

Tues., Blues Zydeco on Wed. hish acoustic sing-a-long on 

un . "Rock This Town Lil'e, uibute to Elvis, Buddy Holly, 

and J erry Lee Lewis, Tues. 

Palace Station • 702-367-2411or800-634-3101: Laugh Trax 

Comedy Club: Comedians perform Tue .-Thurs. Thom Kaz 

and the Rock 'n' Roll Hypnosis how, 7:30pm Mon., IOpm 

Thurs. "Lippin ' to the Hits, clebri.ty uibute show, 3:30pm 

Wed.-Sat. Jack's Irish Pub: Entertainers perform nightly. 

The Palms • 702·942-7777: Emcrtainmcnt in Rain, ghostbar, 

and the Lounge. 

Paris Las Vegas • 800-237 HOW: Theatre de Arts: "We Will 

Rock You," production based on the music of Queen, dark 

Thurs. Bands play in Le abaret Lounge, 1 apoleon's 

Lounge, and Ah in Re taurant, entertainmelll nightly. 

Dancing I Opm-4am Wed.-Sun. in the Risque nightclub. 

Eiffel Tower rides IOam-1 am daily. 

The Plaza • 00-634-65 75: Plaza Theatre: TBA. 

Rampart Casino at the Resort at Summerlin • 77.S69.S777: 

Addison 's Lounge: Ro k, oldies, and R&B band per­

fonn in tlie lounge from pm-midnight F1i.-Sat. 

Round Bar: Entertainment nightly. 

Rio All·Suite Hotel • 702-252-7776 or 00-PLAYRJO: 

Samba Theater: Penn and Teller, comedy-magic show, 

dark Tue . inta howroom: The intas, musical-com­

edy show, dark Thurs. Ronn Lucas, comic-ventriloquist, 

3pm at.-Thu1 ., dark Fri. Chippendale Theater: Ultimate 

Girls' 'ight Out is a new 7-million complex dedicated to 

women. The 400-seat theater opens in December and fea­

tures private sky boxes, cocktail lounge, retail area, and tlie 

male revue "Chippendales: The Show." Club Rio Nightclub 

is open for late-night dancing Thurs.-Sat. Calypso Room: 

"Tony 'n Tina's Wedding," off-Broadway imeractive dinner 

theater, nightly. "Masquerade how in the ky": Camival­

themed parade above the ca ino daily at 3, 4, 5, 6:30, 7:30, 

8:30, and 9:30pm. Bikinis Beach and Dance Club: 

Nightclub opens I Opm Thurs. un. exy swimwear com­

petition on Thurs. Bands play nightly in the Voodoo 

Lounge. I-Bar Ultra Lounge: Opens daily at noon with bev­

erage entertainers and video displays. 

Riviera • 702-794-930 I: plash Theatre: " plash ," production 

show starring magician Dirk Arthu1; 7 and 9:30pm; 7pm 

show Sat. is COl'ered and open to families, dark un.-Mon. 

La Cage Theatre (tl1ird floor): "An Evening at La Cage, 

celebiity female impersonators revue, 7:30pm, dark Tues. 

"The Amazing Johnathan," bizarre magic, IOpm, dark 

Thurs. Mardi Gras Plaza (second lel'el): "Crazy Girls" adult 

revue, dark 1\1e . "Riviera Comedy Club, :30 and 

10:30pm nightly. Le Bi tro Theatre: Dueling Pianos: 

Keyboard Cabaret, 2:30, 4, and 5:30pm. inger Marlene 

Ricci, 8:30pm Tues. " eil Diamond Tribute tarring Jay 

\o\~1ite, 7pm un.-Thurs. The Exotic·Hypnotics, featuring 

Genie and Ri hard, 11 :30pm Tues.-Sun. "A Tribute to 

inatra" starling Kevin Ca'·enaugh, 8:30pm Mon. Dr. ott 

Lewis: Outrageous Comedy Hypnotist, IOpm Mon. "The 

Escape, starring Dixie Dooley, :30 Thurs.-Sat. 

Royal Resort • 702-339-5200: Co mo's Ri torame: "Dinner 

With Mama," interactil'e dinner theater, 7pm Mon.-Thurs. 

Sahara • 702-737-25 15: ahara Theatre: • aturday ight 

Fever," Broadway mu ical, dark Thurs. Congo Room: 

Coaste1 , Plauers, and Diifters. Entertainment in the 

Casbar Lounge. 

Sam's Town • 702-454-8048: Events Cemer: TBA. howro m: 

TBA. Roxy's Saloon: The Fab, thm Dec. 31. Mystic Falls 

Park: Laser and water show at 2, 6, 8, and IOpm. 

San Remo • 702-739-9000 orS00-522-7366: Parisian Cabaret: 

• howgirls of Magic," revue, dark Mon. Emertainmem in 

the Bonne hance Lounge. 

Santa Fe Station • 702-658-4900: The Green Room Corned)' 

Corner is closed for renovation. Memphi hampionship 

Barbecue: Rocksicle, IOpm Sat. 

Silverton • 702-263-7777 or 800-588-7711: Showroom: 

Entertainmem TBA. Bands play nightly. 

NOV/DEC 2004 NEVADA MAGAZINE 61 



EVADA MAGAZINE NOV/DEC 2004 

Stardust • 702-617-5577 or 21 7-9565: Wa)o1e cwton 

Theau·e: Wayne Newton, Oct. 23-1 m•. 14. Tim Conway and 

HarYey Ko1111an with Louise DuAn, ov. 17-20. B.B. King, 

Nov. 26-28. Bill Eng\'all, Dec. 3-4 and 9-11. The Temptations 

and Sonny Turner's Plaue1 , Dec. 30-Jan. I. tardust 

Pavilion: Ricky and the Redstreaks, Dec. 3-12. Stardust 

Lounge: Bands play nightly. 

Stratosphere • 702-3 2-4446 or 0(}.99-TOWER: Theater of 

the tars howroom: "American Superstars," impersonator 

revue, dark Thurs. "Bite," topless revue featuring evil vam­

pire , I 0:30pm, dark Thurs. "Viva Las Vegas, musical 

revue, 2 and 4pm daily except Sun. Outdoor Events Cente1~ 

Eme11ainmem TBA. Images Lounge: Huck Daniels per­

forms 10pm-2am Ion. Bands like Next Mo\'emem and 

Neon Cowgirls play I Opm-3:30am Tues. un. Kathy Lamar 

plays nightly thru Jan. 2 in the Top of the World Lounge, 

dark Mon.-Tues. Crazy Armadillos: Karaoke on Tues.-\l'ed. 

DJ Dance Party on Thurs.-Mon. Bands play Thurs.-~lon. 

Suncoast • 702-636-7111: howroom: Tower of Power, ov. 

5-7. Bobby Rydell, Nov. 12-14. Frankie Avalon, ov. 19-21. 

Ben Vereen, Nov. 26-2 . Alter Ego, Dec. 3. Lee Ritenour, 

Dec. 4-5. Bill Acosrn, Dec. I(}.12. Susan Amon, Dec. 17-19. 

Paul Revere and the Raiders and McKenna ~ledley, Dec. 

29-3 1. Suncoasl Lounge: Band like Hocyme, an 

Femando, and Elements play nightly except Mon. 

Terrible's • 702-733-7000: tage Bar Lounge: Bands play 

Tues. un. 

Treasure Island (Tl) • 702-894-7111: Cirque du oleil in 

"Mystere, dark Mon.-Tues. and ov. 28-30. Emenainment 

in the Mist and Breeze lounges. Tange1ine Nightclub opens 

at 4pm Wed.-Sun. and features burlc que performances in 

the speakeasy style. The new venue has a deck overlooking 

"The Sirens of Tl ," the hotel's pirate-bauJe attraction, which 

plays at 7, 8:30, 10, and 11 :30pm outside. 

Tropicana • 702-739-2411: Tiffany Theatre: "Les Folies 

Bergere," dark un. "The Magic of Rick Thomas, 2 and 

4pm daily except un. Tropics Lounge: "The Tropicana 

Bird how: 11 :30am, I :30, and 2:30pm except Thu1 . "T. 

Fox and the Fox icy how," dark Sun.-Tues. Comedy top 

Theatre: "The Comedy Lop, stand-up comedy nightly. 

Celebration Lounge: Eme11ainmem nightly." Air Play," aeri­

alists perform above the casino al I lam, I, 3, 5, 7, and 9pm. 

Venetian • 702-733-5000: Entertainmem TBA. 

Westward Ho • 702-731-2900: Crown Room: Emerrninmem 

TBA. Bands play nightly except Ion. in the lounge. 

Wild West Gambling Hall • 702-74(}.0000. 

Westin Casuarina • 66-837-42 15: Westin Theatre: "Divas, 

musical revue, pm nightly. "Exposed," adult revue, IOpm 

nightly. Botl1 sho" nm thru ov. 6. 

LAUGHLIN 

Avi • 702-535-5555: ArrowWeed Lounge: Bands play nightly. 

Colorado Belle • 702-298-4000: Dixieland band strolls on D 

Deck Fri. at. in ov. and Dec. 3-18, 28-Jan. I. Holiday 

Festival, Dec. 4- 11 feawring Santa and two of his reindeer. 

Chdstmas aroling at the Belle, Dec. 11 . 

Edgewater • 702-29 2453: Lounge: MLLSic plays nightly. 

Flamingo Laughlin • 702-298-5111 or 800-435-8469: ~lamingo 

Ballroom: Bill En{l\>all, Nov. 20. The Lette1men, ov. 26-28. 

Club Flamingo howroom: "The Really Big hew; \'lltiety 

show, 7 and 9pm, dark Fd., tliru Aptil. 

Golden Nugget Laughlin • 702-298-7111 or 80(}.237-1739: 

Tarzan 's ightclub: Dinner and dancing to the mLLSic of the 

'40s and '50s on Tues. Bands play nightly. 

Harrah's Laughlin • 702-298-4600 or 00-447-8700: Fiesta 

Showroom: "Dancin' in the Lreets," production show, 7pm 

Thurs.-Sat., pm Mon.-Tues. , thru Dec. 31. " howgirls," 



IOpm Th11rs.-Sat., thru Dec. 31. "Set For Life," priLe awards 

event, Dec. 11. inc random drawings cu lled since 

ptember. Top pli1e is 2 million in annual installmenis 

of I 00,000 for 20 years. 

Pioneer • 800-63·1-3469. 

Ramada Express • 702-2984200 or 800-243-6846: l'<11;iion 

Theatre: I 08th Army National Guard Band, Nov. 20. 

C'..aboose Lounge: Bands play nightly except Mon. K,1raoke 

Madness is scheduled on Mon. American I leroes Museum 

of Memories: Memorabilia and speakers. 

River Palms • 702-29S-2242 or 800-835-7904: Bermuda Club: 

The Maf,~C and Comedy of Berri Lee, 6pm al. Berri's 

Comedy Club, 9pm Tues.-SaL 

Riverside Resort • 702-29S-2535 or 800-227-3849 ext. 616: 

Don 's C'.elebrity Theatre: Vicki Lawrence and Mama, Nov. 

~7. Charo, Nov. 9-14. Mel Tillis, ov. 16-21. Roy Clark, 01'. 

2~28. "Country ,hlistmas, Dec. 1-22, dark Dec. 14-15. 

Debbie Reynolds, Dec. 2S-31. "I lappy Birthday to the King," 

Eilos tribute show, Jan. ~9. "01.ark Jubilee," Jan. 11 -15. 

Charlie Prose, Jan. 16-Feb. 3. Smothers Bro1hers, Feb. 15-

20. Oak Ridge Boys, Feb. 22-27. Mel Tillis, March 1-6. 

"Ragus," larch 15-20, Irish dance spectacular. Collin Raye, 

pri l 5-10. Ricky Van Shelton, Oct. IS-23. Entertainment 

in the Lightning Suikes Nightclub. 

MESQUITE 

CasaBlanca • 702-34().7529 or 800-459-7529: CasaBlan a 

howroom: Mel Tillis, Nov. 6. Australia's "Thunder From 

D wn nder," Dec. 2. "Revolution: A T1ibute LO the 

Beatles," Dec. 31.1 lypnotistMichael Mezmer, March 25-26. 

Comedy Club: Weekends when no performers are sched­

uled except Dec. I 0-1 1, 17. Entertainers appear in the 

Skydome Lounge nightly except Mon. 

Eureka Casino Hotel • 702-34().4646: Wild C.1ctus Lounge: 

Fun Fool's Karaoke, Tues. Bands play Thurs. un. 

Oasis • 702-346-5232 or 800-62 1--0187: Club Xtreme: 

K,1raoke, Tues. Dance music Wed., Fri.- at. Cabaret 

Lounge: Bands play nightly except Mon. 

Virgin River • 702-34().7777 or 800-346-7721: Entertaine1 

play in the casino lounge nightly except Mon. 

NORTH LAS VEGAS 

Cannery • 702-507-5700: The Club: Peace Frog: A Tribute 

LO the Doors, ov. 5-6. Rockabilly Rat Rod Reunion: 

Riptones, Paul Glaxay, and The Galactics, ov. 19-20. Rusty 

Davis Orchestra: Fall l larvest Dance, Nov. 26-27. Pin-Ups 

Bar: Bands play nightly except Mon. 

Fiesta Rancho • 702-631-7000: Club Tequila: Da1od Allan 

Coe, Dec. 17. "M" ... ~la1iachi Passion and Tradition, ?pm 

un. upc1 tarT1ib11tes, F1i. Comedy Live, ·11. Music in the 

C',abo Lounge. Skating in Fiesta Ice Arena. 

Jerry's Nugget • 702-399-3000: Royal Street Lounge: Motown 

Flida)>, dance music. 

Texas Station • 702-631-100 I: Dallas Even is Center: Charley 

Plide, Jan. 22. The Annadillo: Kroakies Karaoke, Wed. 

Lovcshack plays music from the '80s on Fri. at. Sunday 

Swing with Jerry Tiffe, 4-Spm. 

PRIMM 

Buffalo Bill 's Resort • 800-F 1-STOP: tar of tl1e Desert 

Arena: Entertainment TBA. Bands play weekends in tl1e 

lounge. Funniel Comedy Club: Stand-up comedians per­

form Fri. at. 

Primm Valley • 800-FUN-STOP: Show Bar Lounge: 

Entertainment Fri. un. 

Whiskey Pete's • 800-F N-STOP: Showroom: "I !ail , I !ail , 

Rock 'n Roll, Lribute to Cher,Jimi Hendrix, young Elvis, 

Roy Orbison, and Stevie Nicks, Wccl.-Sat. Whiskey Pete 's 

how Bar Lounge: Entertainment Fli.- un. 

Voted # 1 Comedy Club 
in Northern Nevada 

CATCH 
ARISING 
STAR 
THE LEGENDARY 

COMEDY 
CLUB 
Nightly showtimes 8 pJIL Friday & Sal11Jday 7:30 
& 10 pJIL Dark Mondays. Two for one cocktails. 

45 minnte pre-show seating entertainment 
Adnlt content Just $13.95 Sunday-Friday. 

$15.95 Sal11Jday tax inclnded. 
,CA~L BO<tMUST SEE FOR RESERVATIONS 

CALL 70~25 7452 FOR G~OUP DJSCOUNTS 

··~·· II S • 0 II? CA• I,. 0 It. l'f 0 

sil\'t!rlegacy.com 
• ~~ D 
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and deta il or vi it www. lasvegas2005.o rg. 

Spring Mountain Ranch Walking Tours • Daily guided 45-

minute tour of the historic site's bla ksmith hop, the rcscr­

\'Oir, \\'ilson ra\'esite, and andstone bins, the second 

oldest buildings in the !...'IS Vegas Valley. piing Mountain 

Ranch late Park, ISmileswest ofLasVcgas, 702 75-4 141. 

Rili ra's 50th anniversary party to be h ·Id April 17-24. 

Whistle Stop to Windfall: 100 Years in Las Vegas • Jan. f>.Jan. 2, 

2006 • Exhibit trace tlic IOI) of what made Las Vegas 

unique, its hanging face (from tent ho1LSCS to casinos). res­

idents, and colorful chara ter . ,lark County Museum, 

I lenderwn, 702-'lSf>.7955. 

Nevada Theatre Company • Feb.· ov. 2005 • Two touring 

pla) : "Three \ l'a) Home: 'c"ada Becomes a tale" and an­

other cntcnnial presentation about the birth of Las Vegas. 

Call for elates and locations, 702 73-0191. 

Las Vegas Lives! 100 Years of Photographs • Fcb.-Dec. 2005 • 

Centennial exhibit Nevada talc Museum and l listorical 

Society, Las Vegas, 702-486-5205. 

Neon Las Vegas Photographs • Thru Jan. 11 • Images of his- •Jekyll and Hyde" • Feb. 13 • Las Vegas Broadway ri s. 

tori and current neon sign . Ne\'acla tate Museum and 

Histori al iety, !...'IS Vegas, 702-4 6-5205. 

Las Vegas News Bureau Photography • Thru Feb. 6 • Photos 

cl ument the histol') of !...'IS Vegas. ummerlin Libra!')". Las 

Vegas, 702-507-3659. 

Community Roots: The History of West Las Vegas • Thru March 

19 • \\'eckl workshops focus on pioneers in \\'e t Las Vegas 

histol)'. West Las Vegas Arts nter, Las Vegas, 702-229-

4 00. 

Neon Unplugged: Signs From the Boneyard • Thru Dec. 2005 

• Thin piece include historic photo , non-restored neon 

letten, and sign from historic marquees. Lied DiscO\ery 

hilclren's Museum, Las Vegas, 702-382-KID . 

"Contact" • Dec. 30-Jan. 2 • Las Vq,'lts Broadway series. 

Cashman Theatre, Las Vegas. 702-79 5090. 

First Night Boulder City • Dec. 31 • onalcoholic, famil New 

Year'> Eve afternoon celebration feature music, giant pup­

pets. food, and e\'ening fireworks. Fi1 t ight is the first 

pan · of the Las Vegas ntennial. it)">icle, Boulder ity, 

702-294-1499. 

America's Party and Centennial Kick-Off New Year's Eve • Dec. 

31 • I listorical 1icleo projected from Las Vegas hotels and 

casino;, with a soundtrack written b) singer lint I lolmes 

and performed by entertainer . The trip and downtown 

"ill be illuminated by more than 200 light cannons. ~ l ore 

lights foll w the midnight fireworks clispla . La; \'egas, 702-

229-2005. 

Cloudburst New Year's Eve Celebration • D c. 31 • Part •under 

the JO.Story-h igh loud at the Fashi n how Mall. Event is 

limited to 5,000 attendee and will wke place on two le1els 

with two different prices, 59.95 and 99.95. Fashion how 

Mall, Lits Vegas, """v.thefashionshow.com. 

New Year's Night Out • Dec. 31 • For ages three to 15 from 

6pm-lam. Games, crafts, mo1ie, and piua. Registration in 

penon b Dec. 29. Brinle) Communit hool. Las \'egas, 

702-6-16-9046. 

Celebrity Display and Photo Op • Jan .-~ l a · 31 • Th gold lame 

jacket and a car owned by Liberace, the fir t entertainer to 

perfom1 al the Riliera on April 20, 1955, \\>ill be on display 

for photo opportunities. The exhibition is part of the 

hman Theatre, !...'IS \'egas, 702-798-5090. 

"Las Vegas Days of Old" • Feb. 11-13, 17-20 • Talcs and anc -

dotes pr entccl by the Rainbow mpany Theatre. Reed 

\\~1ipple Center, Las \'egas, 702-229-6553. 

Super Class World Championships • Feb. 18-20 • B ·~ I 

I led man ries drag racing. UIS Vegas Motor peecl11-,1y, UIS 

Vegas, 800-6444444. 

"Romeo and Juliet• • Feb. 25-27 • e\'acla Ballet Theatre pre­

senwtion. Jucly Ba)leyTheatre, LV, Liis \'cg-as, 702-895-

ART. 

Music of the Spheres • Feb. 26 • !...'IS Vegas Philhannonic with 

b'll t cellist Daniel Cai ford. Artemus I lam I !all, L\', 

Las Vegas, 702 95-A RT . 

NASCAR Weekend • March 11-13 • Race blowout includes 

AW-Daimler 

Ch I) ler 400 N 

time, three-<lay pit passes arc available on a first<omc basis. 

!...'IS Veb'lts Motor peeclwa , !...'IS \'cgas, OO-Q.1-1-4444. 

Las Vegas Centennial Celebration Exhibition • Mar h I ~ !av 22 

• Art pieces from LA'IS Veg:ts casinos and rt-sidcnt artists. !...'IS 

Vcg-<1s Art Museum, Las Veg:1S, 702-360-8080. 

Monster Jam World Finals • March 19 • am Bo cl taclium, 

Las \'cgas, 702-739-F 

Spring Festival • March 20 • Family picnic sponsored b · the 

Mexican Patriotic Committee. Freedom Park, Las Vegas, 

702-. 3-8395. 

Interfaith Choir • April TBA • Concert renern the religiou; 

groups that sc1tlecl in Las Vegas. 702-229-2005. 

•Joplin! And More: Classic Crossings II" • April 2-3 • e\'acla 

Ballet Theatre presentation. Artemus I lam I !all, L\', !...'IS 

\'cgas, 702 95-AR . 

"Rites of Passage" • April 8-10, 14-17 • Local students prt~ 

sen t obsem1tions and experiences in words, mo\'emcnt, 

and drama. Reed \\~1ipple Center, Las Veg:1S, 702-229-6553. 

A World in Harmony • April 9 • Las Vegas Philhannonic with 

1i linist Chee Yun. Artemus I Jam I Jail, 1 LV, Las Vega;, 

702 9:>-ARl . 

lPGA Takefuji Classic • April 11-16 • Las \'eb'lts ,<>UnU) Club, 

Las \'egas, 702-898-4653. 

NHRA SummitRacing.com Nationals • April 14-17 • Dmg rac-

PHOTO: Gary Reese 



ing. Las Vq,'<IS Motor peeclway, Las Vegas, 702-6-14-4414. Palms Casino, Las Vegas, 702-229-6712 for festival details. 

"The Graduate" • April 19-24 • Las Vegas Broadway seoies. The Mormon Celebration • June l:>-18 • 150th anniversary of 

Cashman Theatre, Las Vegas, 702-798-5090. th , founding of the Id 1o1111on Fon fcatnres a reclecli-

Riviera's 50th Anniversary Party • April 17-24 • Celebrities, cation ceremon)'. concerts, fireworks, and a 200·person out-

tournaments, and special e1·ents commemorate the resort's door pageant on the "Trail of I lope" and the c tablishment 

opening in Apoil 1955. of the Mormon foothold in Las Vegas. 702-229-2005. 

Budweiser World Cup Finals • April 20.24 • Dressage and 

jumping event. Thomas and Mack Cc111cr, L"IS Vegas, 702-

739-FAl S. 

Folk Life Festival • May TBA • Food, demon tr:ttions, music, 

dancing. and crafts of the valley's ethnic group . Las Vegas, 

702-229-2005. 

THQ/AMA 5upercross • May 7 • am Bo ·cl taclium, Las 

Vegas, 702-739-1' N . 

Antique Air Show Parade • fay 7 • More than I 00 airplanes 

fl1 0\ er the Las Vegas trip. Event features a fly-in of an an­

tique Jenny aircraft to commemorate the first commercial 

flight into L"IS Vega>. 702-229-2005. 

On the Town • lay 7 • Las Vegas Philharmonic with tenor 

Mark Thomsen and baritone Anton Belov. Artemus Ham 

I tall , , LV, Las Vegas, 702 9:>-ARTS. 

Cinco de Mayo Festival • May • Famil picni features food, 

mnsic, contests, and entertainment. Freedom Park, Las 

Vegas, 702- 3-8395. 

"Rodeo• • May 13-15 • Nevada Ballet Theatre presentation. 

Judy Bayle) Theatre, 'LV, Las Vegas, 702 9:>-ART . 

Downtown Post Office Grand Re-Opening • ~ lay 14 • Tours and 

oral-histOI) lectures are planned. Las Vegas, 702-229-6712. 

Las Vegas' 100th Birthday Celebration • May 15 • Three 

I lcllcloraclo parade downtown including Kiddie , Old 

Timers, and I lot I and Casino parade . Re-creation of the 

1905 land au lion, thew rlcl's large t birthday cake weigh­

ing more than 130,000 pounds, and a street pan . 

D 1111101111, Las \'egas, 702-229-2005. 

"Tapestry• • May 27 • The Nevada Youth Alliance begins 

more than 40 perforn1ances of an original centennial mu­

sical. Nicholas I lorn Theatre, ommunity College of 

uthem , evacla, , onh Las Vegas, plus additional loca­

tion . 702-393-6163. 

The 24-Hour Show: Making a Living in las Vegas • June-Jan. 

2006 • Multimedia exhibit explores the lire of casino and 

entertainment workers. Nevada talc Museum and 

I listorical Societ)', Las Vegas, 702-4 0.5205. 

"Bridge of Terabithia" • June 3-5, 9-12 • B.=cl on l ewbel)' 

Medal nO\el about a fanrnsy kingdom. harleston Hei hts 

Center, Las \'egas. 702-229-6553. 

"Suessical" • June 11 , l:>-1 , 22-25 • Tony Award-winning 

musical presemecl under the stars. pring Mountain 

Ranch tale Park, I miles west of Las Vegas, 702-59-1-PLAY. 

CineVegas 2005 • June JO.I • Film fe tival features actors 

and films that have a Las Ve !35 theme and will explore the 

cit)' S impact on the movie industry in the last 100 )Cal . . 

Las Vegas Founders Junior Golf Championship • June 20.23 • 

Location TBA, Las Vegas, 702-242-3000. 

The McMillin Nevada "1,000" • Jnly 0.10 • A 1,000.mile Be l 

in the Desert ofT-roacl race begins July 6 with registration 

at the uncoast in La Vegas. The four-cla race in Ccnt.rnl 

Ne1"acla \\ill be staged around Beall). Golclfielcl, and 

Tonopah. Las \ 'egas, 702-0-1 1-2431. 

"Once Upon a Mattress• •July 13-16, 20.23, 27-30 • Broadway 

musical presented under the stao . pring Mountain 

Ranch tale Park, I miles west of Las Vegas, 702-594-PLAY. 

"Guys and Dolls" • Aug. I 0.13, 17-20, 24-27 • Broad\\'<!)' mu­

i al presented under the sta1 . pring Mountain Ranch 

talc Park, I miles we L of Las Vegas, 702-594-PLAY 

Once Upon 100 Weddings • pt. 8 • A nationwide search for 

I 00 couples in February and March will encl in a ceremony 

under the canop at the Fremont treet Experience. L"IS 

Vegas, 702-229-2005. 

San Gennaro Feast • pt. 13-1 • Italian food , music, ani LS, 

craftsman, and carni\'al. Boca Park, Las Vegas, 702-2 (). 

4944. 

Mexican Independence Day Festival • ' Pl. I • 19~th an­

niversa1y event features music, food , and entertainment.. 

Freedom Park, L"IS Vegas, 702-383-8395. 

NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series • pt. 24 • Las Vegas Motor 

peccl11"ay, Las Vegas, OQ.644-4444. 

Sparks and Las Vegas Black Tie 50/50 Ball • Oct. TBA • I lelcl 

in coajunction 11ith the Ne\'acla League of it.ies meeting 

L. 11-16. Dinner \\ill celebrate the parks and L"IS \'egas 

centennial celebrations. olden l ugget, L"IS \'egas, 702-

229-2005. 

Las Vegas Invitational • Oct. 12-16 • P A Tour evem. TP 

ummerlin, L"IS Vegas, 702-242-3000. 

NHRA ACDeko Las Vegas Nationals • 0 L. 20.23 • Drag rac­

ing. Las Vegas Motor peecl11"ay, Las Vegas, 702-6-14-444~ . 

Las Vegas Founders Women's Collegiate Showdown • Oct. 30-

01•. 2 • Golf tournament. Anthem Counur Club, 

Henderson, 702-242-3000. 

Professional Bull Riders • l O\'. 3-6 • Thomas and Mack 

mer, Las Vegas, 702-739-1' 

Aviation Nation Nellis Air Force Base Air Show • 1 01•. I 0.12 • 

Air races, demonstrations, static clispla) . ellis Air Force 

Base, Las Vegas. 702-229-2005. 

National Finals Rodeo • Dec. 2-1 1 • Thomas and lack Cemer, 

L"IS Vegas, 702-739-1' N . 

Las Vegas Showdown • Dec. 17 • , LV basketball games. 

Thomas and Mack nter, l..."IS Vegas. 702-739-1' 

Also, a national comest is under ""'Y to choose the "Five Las Vegas Bowl • Dec. 23 • College football game. ·1111 Boyd 

Favorite Vegas 1ovies f all Time. Brenden Theatres, taclium, L"IS Vegas, 702-739-FAN . 

Per night, per couple 

You Receive: 
• Deluxe motel room 
•Two $7 restaurant coupons 
• Four cocktails 
•Four Sl .50 keno credits 
• Four S 1 gaming tokens 

Value 
$52.80 
$14.00 

$8.00 
$6.00 
$4.00 

Total Retail Value: $8~0 
You Save42% 

• Call 1-800-338-77 60 or 
(775) 882-5535 for your room 
reservation and mention 
"Prospector's Club Get-Away." 

• Present this certificate to the City 
Center Motel upon check-in . 

• Present your Prospector's Club 
card (or join the Club free of 
charge) at the Club Booth to 
receive your "Get-Away" coupons. 

• Use your Prospector's Club card 
to earn extra cash and other 
valuable rewards. 

Best Place O Friendliest 
to Gamble Casino 

CITY CENTER MOTEL 
A Carson Nugget Property 

1-800-338-7760 
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winkling lights, cand -bear-

ing anta lau e , and a 

Model T-driving dog are part 

of the more than 30 holiday 

orth rn vada. 

Th R d Hot B II Peppers bell choir 

will ring in the holida eason at th 

Silver and Snowflakes H oliday Tree 

Lighting in arson City December 2. 

uinn and hi wife, 

D ma, will throw the ~ itch on two 

Chri tmas tree on the apitol ground 

at 5 p.m. n of th tree , a olorado 

blue ·pruce, \as planted in 1876. 

B au regard, the golden r tri v r who 

"ch-ive" own r Bi ll William on' 1926 

Mod IT, will chauffeur an ta to the el­

bration. You an take your own candle 

or Oashlight to walk in the candl light 

pro e ion from th apitol t the light­

ing of the Car on ity hri tmas tree a 

£i w blocks awa . 

Events include an op n hou and 

r fre hments at city hall. Downtm n 

bu ine e will offi r refre hm nts and 

stay open for hopping. all the ar on 

onvention and i itor Bureau at 

or visit www.visitcar 

son it .com for information. 

i itors on the Victorian Christmas 

EVADA MAGAZINE NOV/DEC 2004 

'Tis the 
ea son 

Santa and tree lightings start the holidays 
in Reno, Sparks, and Carson City. 

Susan Ballew will be a docent on a Victorian Christmas tour in Carson City Decembe r S. 
Tickets are available at the Roberts House Museum. Top left: Anne-Marie White (left) and 
Samantha Feria performed in the bell choir at the 2003 Capitol tree lighting. 

PHOTOS: Lisa J. Tolda/Reno Gazette-Journal (top left), Joyce Hollister (right) 



• 
IT'S YO 
ve 

NEXT 
ure 

Perhaps your last family vacation had unforgettable skiing, 

OR CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF COURSES. OR INCRED· 

ISLE FISHING. MAYBE YOU'VE BEEN TO A SPOT 

WITH GREAT HIKING. OR FASCINATING HISTORY. 

BUT WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU HAD IT ALL 

IN ONE PLACE? CONSIDER RENO-TAHOE. 

'j!fJ(J rfi#t;e" 
AMERICA ' S ADVENTURE PLACE 

1.8QO.FOR·RENO 
VISitRenoTahoe.com 

• 

Get the best of everything in one vacation. 
Reno-Tahoe has something for everyone, including the highest concentration of ski 

and snowboard resorts in North America, and over 40 golf courses within 90 minutes 

of Reno-Tahoe. And there 's more fun where that came from, with everything from 

hiking, biking, and horseback riding to fishing , boating, and watersports, including the 

Truckee River Whitewater Park located in the heart of downtown Reno. Add to that a 

history and culture more interesting than anything Hollywood can dream up-and 

you've got a truly unique and exciting vacation destination. 

The best place to plan the ultimate adventure: 
VisitReno Ta hoe .com. 
VisitRenoTahoe.com is where you want to go for information about every indoor and 

outdoor activity and event in the Reno-Tahoe area, all year round. Plus, it's more than 

that. It's also the place to research lodging and it's your connection to a wide selection 

of affordable hotel rates and vacation packages. 

There 's no better place for a family vacation adventure than Reno-Tahoe. Plan your 

next escape at VisitRenoTahoe.com today. Reno-Tahoe, America's 
Adventure Place. 



At Reno's 
Gift of Lights 
you will see more 
than 100 animated 
holiday displays. 

elf-guided tour December 5 can admire 

10 hi toric home d corated for the hol­

idays. Costumed docents from the 

ar on City Hi torical Society will give 

of the hou s, and local musi­

cians will entertain. 

Brougher, a state enator, in 1903-04. 

The Victorian Christmas tour will be 

h Id from 1 to 6 p.m. on unday, 

December 5. For tickets call 775-882-

1805. Tickets al o can be purchased at 

the Roberts House Mu eum or the 

Carson City Convention and Vi itor 

Bur au. Price is 15 adults, $12 s niors 

and ages 13 to 18, 5 for six to 12, and 

free for five and under. For tour infor­

mation visit www.carson-city.org. 

Kids will pres their no e to family-car 

windows during Reno ' econd 

annual Gift of Lights, a Holiday Drive­

thru Spectacular. The event at Idlewild 

Park runs from ovemb r 19 t0Janua1)' 

A harpi t and violin trio will play at the 2. At its inauguration la t year, the Gift 

Bliss Man ion, which was built in 1 79 of Lights drew 45,000 people. Santa grins from his float in the Sparks 

for Lake Tahoe railroad and lumber More than 100 life-sized holiday dis- Hometowne Christmas Parade. 

magnate Duan Bliss. The Brougher- play with animated reindeer, nowmen, 

Bath Man ion features a two- tory circu­

lar porch and stained-glass window . In 

the 1930 , Carson City postmaster Erne t 

Bath could ee th post office from thi 

home, which wa built by Wil on 

Santa Clau es, candy canes, and toy -

all made of lights-line the route 

through the park. 

Businesse and agencie pon or the 

scenes, and hot chocolat and cider will 

be sold by youth in the Reno 

Enrichment Program, a project spon­

sored by the city. 

As you drive through the park, you 

can listen to Ho-Ho-Ho Radio, a special 

Ho-Ho-Holiday 
Combo Gift Set 
Holiday gift buying has never been easier! 

This year treat your family and friends to The Nevada Magazine 

Combo Gift Set - they' ll receive TWO great publication and you'll 

pay only ONE low price. The set include the 2005 evada Hi torical 

Calendar and a 1 year (~issue) subscription to Nevada Magazine 

for only $21.95-you'll SAVE 45% OFF the retail price! 

We' ll also send you gift card(s) to personalize your gift 

To order, simply call 1-800-495-3281 and mention 

savings code AXCMB4. 
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broadca t of holiday music. The cost 

is 10 p r car, but you can receive 

2 off for donating a bag of nonperi h­

able food item . Call 702-451-0344 

or vi it www.reno-sparkschamb r.org 

for information. 

Sparks Hometowne Christmas on 

December 4 launches the city' centen­

nial celebration. The day's events begin 

at 11 :30 a.m. in Victorian Square. Arti ts 

and raftspeople will sell Christmas gifts, 

and vendor will dispense hot chi li and 

hot cho olate. 

Santa and Mrs. Claus will lead the 1 

p.m. parad , which includes floats, 

marching bands, hor e-drawn vehicles, 

St. Nick joins the 
kids on December 
21-24 during 
Mt. Rose-Ski 
Tahoe's Santa 
on Skis. 
and antique cars. Officials will light the 

community Chri tmas tree at 5 p.m. 

Employees of the Sparks Parks and 

Recreation Department begin prepar­

ing the square in mid- ovemb r, says 

spok sp rson Ann Louhela. "It takes 

that longju t to get th lights and d c­

oral.ions up," she says. "We have a dedi­

cated staff-they treat the square like it' 

their own backyard." Call 775-353-2291 

or visit www.r no- parkschamber.org for 

information. 

t Lake Tahoe, skiers can join other 

holiday-makers in the Squaw Valley 

Christmas Eve Torchlight Parade. all 

530-583-6985 for details. Santa ki with 

kid on Decemb r 21-24 during Mt. 

Ros -Ski Tahoe's Santa on Skis. all 800-

KI-TAHOE. ee listings for other ea­

sonal events around the Silver State. 

Joyce Hollister is evada' Magazine's asso­
ciate editor. 

Your .Adventure Begins Here. 

' 
• Nevada Northern Radway Museum 
• White Pine Historical Museum • Explore Lehman Caves 
• Ride the Ghost Train of Old Ely • Ward Cllarcoal Oveas 
• White Pine County Golf Co.rse • Cave Lake State Park 

For ma e 
i.ni'ormati.on: 

1·800·HY6 •9350 
·www.elynevada.net 

www.nevadanorthernrailway.net 
Sponsored in part by IH Nevada Ca.iission on Tourism. 

©WP County Tourism & Recreation Board 
ISO Sixth Street, Ely, NV 89301•775-289-3720 •Fax 775-289-6757 

NEVADA ' S CARSON VALLEY. 

MINDEN . GARDNERVILLE . GENOA. TOPAZ LAKE. 

~k~+ J1J tke ~vt1itk~ 1-f [ttJ 
O[tt tkeif t~~t V~~~tiO[tt? 

G.c>..uk Otku. Perhaps the greatest discovery you'll 

make in the Carson Valley will be the one next to you. Rich 

history and pristine vistas provide the perfect context for you 

to re-experience the one you love. Explore the oldest settle­

ment in Nevada as you gaze kyward at the most awe-inspiring 

mountainscapes in the We t. Rediscover each other in the Carson Valley. 

FOR FREE VIS ITOR GUIDE 800.727.7677 WWW.CARSONVALLEYNV.ORG 
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AR E A E V E N TS A N D SHO W S 

W
inter is Reno 's season to sparkle with holiday decoration and events such as the 
Sparks Hometowne Christmas, Carson ity's Victorian Christmas Tour, and the 
ope ning of Lake Tahoe ski resorts. The Russian cir us- tyl p roduction "Taganai" 
plays at the Eldorado and ' 'Wonderland" at Harrah 's Reno. The Mo cow Balle t's 

Great Russian "Nutcracker" appears at th Reno Hil ton. Nevada Magazine pre en ts the e events 
and hows fo r ovember and December. Please call ahead to confirm <lat sand detail . 

Tower of Power brings its horns and distinctive East Bay soul sound to the South Shore Room at Harrah 's Lake Tahoe on Nove mber 26-27 

Nevada Day Celebration • Oct. 28-3 1 • Ad mi ion Day festivi-

evada Day lusic and Heritage Festival. Brcwe11• Ans 

Center, Carson ity, i75-883-1976. 

National Automobile Museum 15th Anniversary • ov. 5 • Free 

admission marks the museum's milestone. 1 ational 

tics include 1cvada's large l parade on Sat. , Oct. 30. Also, Automobile Museum, Reno, 775-333-9300. 

carnival at Mills Park th rough Oct. 31, music and ans how, 

beard comest, and train steam-up. The clay sculpture of 

arah Winnemucca, e\'l!da 's second statue to be installed 

at Statuary Hall in the U.S. api tol (in spring 2005), will be 

displayed at the State Library and Archives duirng the 

celebra tion. C11 on City, 800-NVOAY4 . 

Nevada Day on the Comstock • Oct. 30-31 • Dress Victorian or 

Western for Grand Ball at Piper's Opera Hou e on at. 

Ghost Train tours on at. and un . Virgi nia City, ball 775-

47-0433 and train tour 775-847-03 11 . 

Halloween Keno Tournament • Oct. 31- ov. 1 • Atlantis, Reno, 

Deja Blues • Nov. 1 • Concert and barbecue are pan of the 

e\'llda Day Music and Heritage Festival. Brewery Arts 

Center, C11 on City, 775-883-1976. 

Booksale Bonanza • Nov. 1-8 • Friends of the Washoe County 

Library's annual sale of more than 50,000 used books and 

audiovisual items. C1ll for location, Reno, 775-327-8360. 

Emma Nevada • Nov. 2 • Mary Mc eill portrays the 1885 

opera singer from the Silver State. Concert is pan of the 
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Fantasies in Chocolate • Nov. 5 • Chocolate delicacies from 

more than 30vcndors.John Ascuaga's 1 ugget, parks, 00-

64 1177. 

"Turandot" • ov. 5 and 7 • Ne\'l!da Opera's presen tation of 

Puccini 's work. Pioneer Center fo r the Performing Arts, 

Reno, 775-78()4060. 

Rhymers Rodeer at the Carson Valley Inn • Nov. 5-6 • I usic, po­

ell)', humo1; and satire led by McAvoy Layne as ~ lark T\\'ll in. 

Scheduled cowboy poets at the annual event include Joe 

Hanington and Jim King, poet and musician Ron ofield, 

and the Rush Creek Trio. Carson Valley Inn , ~ l inden, 775-

783-6625. 

Keno Tournament • Nov. 5-6 • ilver Legacy, Reno, 00-687-

8733. 

"Carousel" • 'ov. 6-7, 12- 14, 19-2 1 • Western Ne,'l!da 

Musical Theatre mpany's presentation of the Rodgers 

and I lammerstein mu ical. Community Center, Carson City, 

775-445-4249. 

Meet the Winemaker Dinner • 'ov. 8 • Merr}"'ale Vi neya rds is 

featured \Ontner. Carson Valley Inn , Minden, 775-7 3-77 11 . 

Jau and Poetry • Nov. 9 • Big-band jal.l. Comma Coffee, 

Cai on City, 775-883-4 154. 

V&T Rephotographic Survey • Nov. 10 • Illustrated talk com­

paring photObrt<tphed scenes along the V& T Railroad in the 

19th and 201h cemudes. e\'l!da State Rail road ~ l useum, 

C1rson City, 775-687-0953. 

Veteran 's Day Parade • Nov. 11 • C treet, Virginia City, 775-

847-03 11. 

Pray for Snow Party • Nov. 11 • Events incl ude a snow-call ing 

contest. Rockwater Bar and Grille, South Lake Tahoe, 530-

659-7453. 

Fall Dance Festival • Nov. 12 • Guest artist Jon Lehrer of the 

Gus Giordano J a1.z Dance hicago, plus Sonya Delwaide 

and the fills College Repertory Dance Company. 

Nightingale I !all , 1R, Reno, 775-784-68-17. 

"Footloose" • 1ov. 12- 13, 17-2 1 • 1 e\'ada Repertory 

Company musical. Redfield Prescenium Theatre, U R, 

Reno, 775-784-6847. 

"Ruthless! The Musical" • Nov. 12-13, 18-2 1, 26-27, Dec. 2-4, 9-

11 , 16- 19 • how-business play. Bruka Theatre, Reno, 775-

323-322 1. 

$25,000 Let It Ride Tournament • Nov. 12- 15 • 100 entry. Reno 

llilton, Reno, 888-547-208 1. 

Reno Philharmonic • Nov. 14 • C,ellist Alisa Weierstin . Pioneer 

Center for the Performing Arts, Reno. 775-323-6393. 



O n Christmas Eve a torchl ight parade and fi reworks are held at Squaw Valley 
ski resort at Lake Tahoe (above). Cowboy poet Randy Pollard (right) appears 
at the Carson Valley Inn 's Rhymers Rodeer November 5-6. 

American Brass Quintet • Nov. 18 • Nightingale Hall , U R, 

Reno, 775-7 4-6847. 

Artists Repertol)' Theatre • Nov. 18 • Nevada Tour presents the 

documentary film A Dream in Hanoi. Location TBA, Reno, 

775-329-ARTS. 

Argenta • Nov. 19 • Faculty group performs Brahms and 

hubert. Nightingale Hall, R, Reno, 775-7 4-6847. 

John Ascuaga's Nugget Classid UNR Women's Basketball 

Tournament • ov. 19-20 • The Lady Wolf Pack with Cal tale 

Fullerton, Colorado, and Loyola 1arymounL L1wlor Events 

Center, NR, Reno, 775-784-4500. 

"A Midsummer Night's Dream" • ov. 19-20 • Artists Repertory 

Theatre's evada Tour featuring the Central Dramatic 

Valhalla Holiday Faire: A Dickens 

Experience • ov. 19-21 • Crafts, 

music, and wines. Tallac 

Histo1ic ite, uth Lake 

Tahoe, 888-632-5859. 

Gift of Lights • ov. 19-Jan. 

2 • Drive-thru holiday 

display of more than 

I 00 life-sized holiday 

scenes. Donate a bag of 

nonperishable food items and receive a 

discount off the I 0 per car admission. 

ldlewild Park, Reno, 702-451-0344. 

ompany of Viemam. Pioneer Center for the Performing Foam Fest • Nov. 20 • Benefit for Tahoe 

Arts, Reno, 775-329-ARTS. Adaptive ki h ol features microbrews 

PHOTO: Peter Slingland (top) 

from more than 20 brewe1ies. Tahoe Biltmore, Crystal Bay, 

53(}.5 1-4161. 

Jim Thorpe ClassidUNR Men's Basketball Tournament • ov. 2(}. 

21 • The Wolf Pack tourney features eorgia late, 

Southern Mi issippi, and Colorado-Colorado p1ings. 

Lawlor Events Center, Reno, 775-784-4500. 

Turkey Bingo • ov. 21 • CVIC Hall, Minden, 8()().727-7677. 

Turkey Trot • ov. 25 • ixth annual fun nm-walk on 

Thanksgiving morning. parks Marina Park, parks, 775-

35~7 15. 

Full Moon Snowshoe Trek • Nov. 26 • Kirkwood Cross-Country 

ki Area, south of Lake Tahoe, 209-258-724 . 

Thanksgiving Weekend Steam-Up • ov. 26-27 • Ride on train 

pulled by an 1882 steam locomotive. evada tate Railroad 

Museum, Carson City, 775-687-6953. 

"The Graduate" • ov. 26-28 • Morgan Fairchild portrays Mrs. 

Robinson in the play abom the seduction of a college grad. 

Pioneer Center for the Performing Arts, Reno, ()().714-

5331. 

"The Nutcracker" • Nov. 26-28 • Pinkerton Ballet theater pre­

sentation. Community Center, Carson City, 775-882-2916. 

Mah Jong Tournament • Nov. 27 • 100 entry. Reno Hilton, 

Reno, 888-54 7-20 I. 

''The Gondoliers" • ov. 29-30 • Musical about a dnmken gon­

dolier who forgets which of the two boys in his household 

is a prince. ightingale Hall, NR, Reno, 775-784-6847. 

$1 ,500 Blackjack Tournament • ov. 30 • 25 entry. Carson 

Valley Inn , Minden, 775-78~771 I. 

Holiday Choral Concert • Dec. I • Includes evada hamber 

hoir, Concert Choir, dancers, and guest instrumentalists. 

aint Rose of Lima Catholic Church, Reno, 775-784-6847. 

University Orchestra • Dec. 2 • Nightingale Hall, UNR, Reno, 

775-784-6847. 

Silver and Snowflakes Holiday Tree Lighting • Dec. 2 • Carols, 

bells, Sama, and lighting of two Christmas trees. Capitol 

Grounds, C1rson City, 775-887-1294. 

Christmas in Genoa • Dec. 3 • Carols, Santa, tree lighting, and 

refreshments. Genoa, 8()().727-7677. 

Lighting of the Minden Gazebo and Tree • Dec. 3 • Mttsic and 

refreshments. Minden Park, Minden, 8()().727-7677. 

$25,000 Three Card Poker Tournament • Dec.~ • Reno Hilton, 

Reno, 547-2081. 

Parade of Lights • Dec. 4 • Minden and Gard­

nm~lle, 8()().727-7677. 

Valhalla Holiday Gala • Dec. 4 • Champagne, din­

ner, and dancing. Tallac Historic Site, South Lake 

32-5 59. 

Sparks Hometowne Christmas • Dec. 4 • An, 

crafts, and chili before the I pm parade. 

Community tree lighting at 5pm. 

Victorian Square, Sparks, 775-35~ 

229 1 for more infonnation. 

Dec. 4 • Parade 

begins at dusk. C 

Street, Virginia City, 

775-847-0311. 

Christmas on the Comstock • 

Dec. 4 • Holiday cheer and shopping fol­

lowing the parade of lights. Historic 

Fourth Ward School, Virginia City, 

Christmas Faire • Dec. 4-5 • Arts, crafts, 

and Santa Clau . Main treet, enoa, 

775-782 696 for more event 

information. 
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"The Nutcracker" • Dec. 4-5 • Piper's Opera House, Virginia 

City, 775-847-0433. 

Learn to Ski or Ride for $20 • Dec. 4-5 • Beginner lift ticket, 

lessons, and gear rental for 20. Choice of eight resons. 

Lake Tahoe, 00-C ORTH. 

Holiday Open House • Dec. 5 • Cookie walk and community 

trees. Cm-son Valley Museum and Cultural Cemer, 

Cardnerville, 800-727-7677. 

Victorian Christmas • Dec. 5 • Self-guided tour of mansions 

dressed in their holiday best. Hi toric District, Cm-son City, 

775-882-1805. 

Meet the Winemaker • Dec. 6 • Steele Wines is featured vim­

ner. Carson Valley Inn , Minden, 77!>-78~771 I. 

University Wind Ensemble • Dec. 7 • ightingale Hall, Reno, 

77!>-7 4-6847. 

Railroad Lecture and Discussion • Dec. 8 • Jomhly program's 

discu ion on railroad history TBA. Nevada tatc Railroad 

Museum, Carson City, 77s.687-6953. 

Frosty the Blues Man • Dec. 9 • Holiday concert. Comma 

Coffee, Cai-son City, 775-88~2662. 

Player's Party VII Slot Tournament • Dec. I(). I I • Sill'er Club, 

Sparks, 77!>-358-4771. 

$20,000 Ho liday Slot Tournament • Dec. J().12 • Reno Hilton, 

Reno, 888-547-2081. 

Christmas Concert • Dec. I I • Carson Valley Pops, CV! Hall, 

Minden, 77!>-26!>-2 4 I. 

Gingerbread Social and Auction • Dec. 11 • Comestanis make 

houses and obje IS from gingerbread and candies. 

Creations will be auctioned. Delta Saloon, Virginia City, 77!>-

ill'er Legacy, Reno, 
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Santa Lucia Festival • Dec. I 3 • Swedish food celebration. 

Piper's Opera House, Virginia City, 775-847-0433. 

Dodge Holiday ClassidUNR Men's Basketball Tournament • 

Dec. I 7- 1 • The Wolf Pack with Idaho rate, Eastern 

lllinoi , and Florida Atlantic. Lawlor El'enis Center, Reno, 

77!>-7 4-4500. 

Pai Gow Poker Tournament • Dec. 17-19 • I 00 emry. Reno 

Hilton, Reno, 888-547-20 I. 

Christmas in the Sierra Concert • Dec. 18 • Da1~d john and the 

Comstock Cowboys perforn1. Main Street, Genoa, 77!>-7 2-

8696. 

Sick and Twisted Slopestyle Contest • Dec. 18 • Snowbomb con­

test series. Boreal Mountain Resort, Lake Tahoe, 53().426-

3666. 

Sierra·at-Tahoe Holiday Festival • Dec. 21-24 • Music, anta, 

choirs, and mu ic. Sierra-at-Tahoe Ski Area, Somh Lake 

Tahoe, 53().659-6453. 

Northstar-at-Tahoe Holiday Festival • Dec. 22-25 • Santa, music. 

'orthstar-at-Tahoe ki Area, Lake Tahoe, 530.562-1 010. 

Christmas Eve Torchlight Parade • Dec. 24 • Skiers snake down 

the mountain bearing torches. Squaw Valley ski re oit, Lake 

Tahoe, 530.58~9 5. 

Full Moon Snowshoe Trek • Dec. 26 • Kirkwood Cross-Counur 

UNR's Wolf Pack plays Kansas before a 
hometown crowd at Lawlor Events Center. 

ki Area, s uth of Lake Tahoe, 209-258-724 . 

Gala New Year's Eve Party • Dec. 31 • Music, special buffet, 

free champagne, and party fal'ors. Carson Nugget, Carson 

City, 775-882-1626. Santa Claus Train• Dec. 11-12 • Train ride pulled by an 1882 

steam locomotil'e. Nevada rate Railroad Museum, Carson New Year's Eve Party• Dec. 31 • Torchlight parade, feast, and 

fireworks in the Village Plaza. Kirkwood Re ort, outl1 of 

Lake Tahoe, 209-258-6000. 

ity, 77s.687-6953. 

Holiday Treat Concert• Dec. 12 • Carson City Symphony and 

Cm-son Chamber ingers perfonn. Community Center, 

Carson City, 775-88~ 154 for concert information. 

New Year's Eve Celebration • Dec. 31 • Party and fireworks. 

Sill'er Legacy, Reno, 80Q.687-S733. 

Wall< the blue line of the Kit Carson Trail 
through Carson City's large historic home 
district. Then drive the 16-mile Comstock 
Trail past the mines of Silver City to 
Gold Hill. It's just one more mile to 
colorful Virginia City. All part of a trip 

back to the 1870s, when orthern 
Nevada was one of the richest places on 
earth. For lodging and a booklet of special 
savings, visit our website or call today. 

CA y 
VISitors Center at 1900 S. Carson St. 

1-800-NEVADA-1 • www.visitcarsoncity.com/nevada 



The Record.Courier's 1 OOth Anniversary • PennanenL exhibit cel­

ebr:nes the newspaper's co"erage of the Carson Valley. 

Carson Valley Museum and Cultural Cemer, Gardnerville, 

775-782-2555. 

Blackjack and Slot Tournaments • Daily. 5 entry fee. Circus 

Circus, Reno, 888-682-0147. 

Gaming Tournaments • Blacltjack on Tues. and un., pai gow 

poker on Wed., Texas hold 'em on Wed.-Thurs., slots on 

Thurs., keno on Sun. Peppe1111ill, Reno, 775-689-7114. 

Siena Gaming Tournaments • Blacltjack on Mon., video poker 

on Tues. and Fri. iena Hotel, Reno, 775-337-6260. 

Blackjack Tournaments • Tues. 20 buy-in and F1i. I 0 buy-in. 

Carson ugget, Carson City, 800426-5239. 

Video Poker Tournaments • Thurs. I 0 buy-in. Carson Valley 

Inn, Minden, 877-78~77 1 I. 

Nevada State Museum • Visitors can take a behind-the cenes 

tour on the last F1iday of each momh. Tour covers the an­

thropology, plam, and animal collect.ions. Advance regis­

tration is required. Carson City, 775-687-4 10. 

Lynn Kirby Exhibition • Thru ov. 5 • Video exhibit.ion. 

heppard Fine Arts Gallery, U R, Reno, 775-784-6658. 

Have Paint ... Will Travel • Thru ov. 13 • Paintings by Dan 

Macinnis. ilver tale Gallery, Reno, 775-324-2323. 

Western Landscapes Exhibition • Thru ov. 20 • Paimings by 

Gene peck. Silver State Gallery, Reno, 775-324-2323. 

Year of the Basket • Thru ov. 30. • Indian, African, and 

Pa ifi Island baskets. Carson Valley Museum and ultural 

cmer, Gardnerville, 775-782-2555. 

Basque Tree Carving Exhibition • Th ru ov. 30 • Carson Valley 

Morgan Fai rchild plays Mrs. Robinson in t he 
Broadway hit, "The Graduate," appearing 
November 26-28 in Re no. 

Museum and Culcural Cente1; Gardnerville, 775-7 2-2555. 

Jeanne Elizabeth Wier Exhibit • TI1ru Dec. 31 • Cemennial aib­

Ule LO the museum's founding director. evada Histo1ical 

Society, Reno, 775-688-1 190. 

locomotive Stories of the V&T • Thru Dec. • Exhibit features 

models of Virginia and Truckee Railroad locomot.ives, pho­

tographs, and artifacts. Nevada tme Railroad Museum, 

Carson ity, 775-687-6953. 

enlighTEN • ThruJan. 6 • Exhibit.ion by Wild Women, 10 re­

gional artists. Wilbur D. May Museum, Reno, 775-785-5961. 

Vintage Racers: Fast and Furious • Tim1 March 21 • Race ca1 

from 1910-1920. at.ional Automobile luseum, Reno, 775-

33~9300. 

The Wynn Collection • Thru March 30 • Founeen paintings 

from the Steve and Elaine Wynn collection. Includes works 

by Picasso, Monet, Matisse, and Rembrandt. Nevada 

Museum of An, Reno, 775-329-3333. 

nreless and Unremitting: The Chinese and Nevada's Railroads • 

Thru Jan. 2006 • Explores the relationship of hinese im­

migrants 11•th the railroad and other aspects of their culture 

and daily life in Nevada. 1evada State Railroad ~ l u eum, 

Carson ity, 775-687-6953. 

Tribute to Veterans • Nov. 1-30 • Documents, unifonns, and 

pictures. parks Heritage Museum, Sparks, 775-355-1144. 

Holiday Art Mart • ov. ~Dec. 18 • Ans, crafts, gifts, and or­

naments created by local art.ists. VSA arts of evada Gallery, 

Reno, 775-826-6100. 

UNR Men's Basketball • The Wolf Pack plays ov. 4 vs. 

Dominican niversity, Nov. 13 1 . attle Pacific University. 

The Wolf Pack plays Nov. 20-21 in the Jim Thorpe lassie 

featuring Georgia talc, Southern Mississippi, and 

Colorado-Col rado prings. Dec. 4 1 . U LV, Dec. 11 1 . 

Pacific. The Wolf Pack plays Dec. 17-18 in the Dodge 

Holiday Classic with Idaho State, Eastern Illinois, and 

Flo1ida Allant.ic. Dec. 30 1 . San Jose Stale, Jan. I 1 . Hawaii, 

Jan. 13 1 . TEP, Jan. 15 1 . Boise tale,Jan. 29 1 . Freno 

State, Feb. 3 vs. SM , Feb. 5 1 . Louisiana Tech, Feb. 17 1 . 

Rice, Feb. 19 on ESPN Bracket Buster, Feb. 21 vs. Tulsa. The 

Western Athletic Conference Tournamem is March 8-12. 

Lawlor Events Cemer, UNR, Reno, 775-784-4500. 

YouR NEVADA ADVENTURE BEGINS UERE. 
THERE'S A THOUSAND THINGS TO Do IN LYON CouNTY! 

lkH ARE JUST A FEW ... 

JULY 
WmHN Stam Comm CouNCIL 
ANNUAL CONJ(l(N(( - YHINCiTON 

ftTI OJ JULY CumaTION - YERINGTON 

AU6UST 
LY011 Cou11TY Ja11, RoDlO r, PARm 
• YHlllfiTON 

SPltlT OJ Wovou Dm Powwow 
-YOllllilOll 

SEPTEMBER 
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UNR Football • The Wolf Pack pla) ov. 6 vs. San Jose tale, 

Nov. 27 ' . Boise tale. Mackay tadium, U R, Reno, 775-

7 4-4500. 

UNR Women's Basketball • The Lady Wolf Pack plays ov. 6 

in Bay Area Pro-Am, ov. 13 1 . Chico State. The Lady Wolf 

Pack plays 1 ov. 19-20 in the John Ascuaga's uggetClassic 

"Amadeus" • Feb.-March • Reno, 775-32~3221 for details. 

"42nd Street" • Ap1il 1-3 • Reno, 800.7 14-533 1. 

Reno Chamber Orchestra Concerto Competition with Guest 

Narrator Leonard Nimoy • Apiil 30 • Reno, 775-34$-9413. 

"Mark Twain Tonight" Starring Hal Holbrook • May 7 • Reno, 800-

714-5331. 

against Cal tale Fullerton, Colorado, and Loyola Reno River Festival • May 12- 15 • Reno, 800.FOR-RENO. 

Marymoum. Dec. 7 1 . an Diego tale, Dec. 16 I'S. Texas 

A&M-Corpus Christi, Dec. 22 I'S. NLV,Jan. 6 I'S. Louisiana 

Tech, Jan. 1 . M ,Jan . 20 I'S. Tulsa, Jan. 22 vs. Rice, Jan. 

Hawaii Manoa, March 5 1 . n Jose tale. The West Coast 

Athletic Conference Tournament is March S-12. Lawlor 

Events Cemer, R, Reno, 775-784-4500. 

Painter Enrique Chagoya • Nov. 15-Dec. 17 • Subjects range 

from pre-Columbian mythology lo Ameiican pop culture. 

Sheppard Gallery, R, Reno, 775-7 4-6847. 

The Energy Within • Nov. 15-Jan. 7 • Themed competition 

dealing with such lopi as natural resources. Ri1•crside Artist 

Lofts, Reno, 775-329-ART . 

Christmas on the Comstock • Dec. 1-25 • Histoiic buildings are 

decorated for the holida) . Virginia City, 775-847-03 11. 

Hometowne Christmas • Dec. 1-31 • Artifacts and pictures. 

parks He1itage Museum, Sparks, 775-355-1144. 

Last Tracks • Jan. 30-March 26 • Wine tasting and appetizers 

at n wflake Lodge followed by a sunset run on Saturdays. 

Diamond Peak Ski Resort, Lake Tahoe, 775-832-1177. 

~~ 
"The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas" • Jan. 2 30 • Reno, 00. 

714-5331. 

CARSON CITY 

Carson Nugget • 775-8 2- 1626 or 800-426-5239 (continental 

U .. including evada): Nugget Show Lounge: Entertainers 

appear Tues.-Sun. 

Carson Station • 775-88~00: Bands like Lew Ste1var1, 

teppen Stonz, Midnight Riders, and Ameiican Macie play 

nightly except Mon. 

Casino Fandango • 775-885-7000: Bands play in the Cabaret 

Lounge. 

Pinon Plaza • 775-885-9000: Sports Book Lounge: Bands like 

Amy Cla1\'SOn , Rob Hanna, and the Midnight Riders play 

Wed. un. 

CARSON VALLEY 

Carson Valley Inn • Minden, 775-782-9711 or 00.321-69 3: 

Cabaret Lounge: Louie Fontaine, Nov. 2-7. habang, Nov. 

9- 14. Hotel California uibute, ov. 16-2 1. Ballroom: 

Rhymers Rocleer, Nov. 5-6, cowboy poetry. 

Sharkey's Nugget • Garclnerville, 775-7 2-3133. 

Topaz Lodge • Topaz Lake, 775-266-3339: Bands play Fii.-SaL 

RENO/SPARKS 

Atlantis • 775-825-4700 or 800.72~500: Grand Ballroom: 

Entertainment TBA. Bands play in the Ccmer Stage 

Cabaret Dancing is offered in the Atlantis Nightclub. 

Boomtown • 775-345-6000: Convention Cemcr: Hot Club of 

Cowtown, Nov. 18. an- n Theater and Dancehall: Bands 

appear Tues.-Sun. 

Club Cal Neva • 775-32~ I 046 or 877-777-7303: Entertainment 

on Fii. and at 

Circus Circus • 775-329-0711: Circus Cabare~ Emertainmem 

daily except Tues.-Wcd. Free daily circus aCLS, 11 am­

l 0:30pm. 

City Center Pavilion • 33: Benefit screening of 

Warren Miller's latest ski and snowboard film, Impact, 

Dec.~. 

Eldorado • 775-786-5700, 00-64$-5966 ( . . outside 

Nevada) or 800-64S-3024 (Canada): Eldorado howroom: 

"Taganai," a Ru ian Cirque-scyle production how, SepL 10-

v. 27, 3pm unday matinee, dark Mon. "Robcn Goulet: 

The Man and His Mttsic," Nov. 29-Dec. 2. Bands play nightly 

at tl1e Brew Brotl1ers microbrewery. Piano music in tl1e Roxy 

Lounge. BuBinga Lounge: Dance to DJs and bands Tues.-

al. Bands play in the Casino Cabaret Tln11 . ·11. 

Fitzgeralds • 775-7 5-3300 or 00-64 5022 ( . . outside 

evada): Bands perform nightly in the Fitz howbar. 

Golden Phoenix • 775-785-7100: howroom: "I-lypnola1ious 

11;lh Terry tokes, thru Dec. 

Harrah's Reno • 775-78$-2900 or 800.I-IARRAHS: Sammy's 

howroom: "Wonderland," production show, 8pm Thurs.­

F1i. and un.-Tue ., i and 9pm Sat., dark Tues.-Wecl. 

" howgirl ," adult revue, indf., 10:30pm Tln11 .-Fii. and 

un.-Mon., 11 :30pm t. , and pm Wed., dark Tue . Bands 

play Thurs.-Mon. in the apphire Lounge and at.-Sun. in 

the Virg ightclub. 

Experience History Firsthand in 

Pick up our self-guiding tour and discover dozens 
of historic buildings that will take you back 100 years! 

Visit the The Best 

Restored Preserved 

Courthouse, Historic 

Eureka Opera Mining Camp 

House, and on Highway 50, 

Eureka Sentinel the ''Loneliest 

Museum Road in 

America " 

For more information, write or call 
Eureka Opera House, 775-237-6006, P.O. Box 284, Eureka, Nevada 89316 
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John Ascuaga's Nugget • parks, 775-356-3304 or 

00-648- 1177: Rose Ballroom: Entertainment 

TBA. elebrity homoom: Teton Gravity 

Research Film Festival, sports films, ov. 4. 

Boney Jones, Nov. 5-6. TI1e Lette1111en, ov. 11 -

13. Bands play in the C'tsino Cabaret and 

Trader Dick's. Flamenco guitarist Thurs. and 

jazz Fri. at. in Restaurante Orozko. 

Peppermill • 775-826-2121 or 00-648-6992: 

Tahoe Grand howroom: Entertainment TBA. 

Cabaret Lounge: Band like Slapback, Steel 

BreeLc, the heaters, and Madison Avenue play 

nightly. Piano music featuring Ron Pe111• or 

Dale Vernon nightly in the teakhouse. 

Rail City Casino • Sparks, 775-359-9440: ide 

Track Lounge: Bands play on weekends. 

Reno Hilton • 775-7 9-22 5 or 00-648-3568 

(U .. outside e\'ada): Hilton Theaterc Moscow 

Ballet's Great Russian "Nutcracker." ov. I 0. 

Bands play nightly in The Garage. 

Club: Bands play 9:30pm-12:30am Thurs. at. 

Caesars Tahoe • 775-588-3515 or 800-64 3353: 

Circus 1aximu : Nevi lle Bro tl1ers, Nov. 6. "The 

Sound of Music, 'ov. 19-21. KC and the 

unsh ine Band, Nov. 27. Ad\'enture Film 

Festival, Dec. I . The lub 'ero has music for 

dancing. 

Harrah's l.4ke Tahoe • 8()(}.l-IARRAH : uth 

hore Room: Tower of Power, Nov. 26-27. 

California Bar: Arthur Her\'ey, Tues. at. Bands 

play in tl1e C'tsino Center tage. 

Harveys • 775-5 24 II or ()(}.55~ I 022 ext. 

2 3: Cabaret: The I mprov, comedians per­

form nightly except Mon. "X: An Erotic 

Ad\'enture, adult musical revue, dark Mon. 

Tahoe Live Casino tage: Bands play nightly at 

9pm. 

l.4ke Tahoe Horizon • 775-588-6211 or 8()(}.322-

7723: Golden C~baret: Entertainment TBA. 

Bands play in tl1e Aspen Lounge Thurs. un. 

Sands Regency • 775-348-2200: Tequila Bar: 
Hotel California plays Eagles songs at the Carson Valley Inn. 

Music nightly ex ept Mon.-Tues. Comedians 

l.4keside Inn • 775-5 7777: In the Tavern: 

Karaoke with Psycho Attitude, 11 pm-3am Fri. 

perform in tl1e Just For Laughs Comedy Club, dark Mon.-

Tues. Singer Herb McQuay perfonns Nov. 10.1 4. The Happy 

Hypnotist, ~ton.-Tue . 

Siena • 775-337-6260: Lexie's Lounge: Jammin ' Witl1 the 

iena JaZl Ensemble Tues.-Sat. Corky Bennett performs 

Tues. un. in Lexie's Lounge. 

Silver Club • Sparks, 775-358-4771 or 8()(}.905-7774: C'tsino 

Lounge: Hindsight, Nov. 4-6, Palmore, Nov. 11 -13. 

I leartache Tonight, Nov. 18-20. Petty Theft, ov. 25-27. 

Silver Legacy • 775-329-4777 or 8()(}.687-8733 (U.S., Canada, 

and lexico): Grande Exposition Hall: John Michael 

Montgomer1•, Nov. 6. Laurie Thomas and the Trick, Dec. 31, 

party includes fireworks. Wayne Brady,Jan. 15-16. Bill Cosby, 

Feb. 20. Music in the Rum Bullions Island Bar. Comedians 

perform at the Catch a Rising tar comedy club, dark Mon. 

Silver Baron Lounge: Piano music. 

Tamarack Junction • 775-852-3600. 

Western Village • Sparks, 775-33 1-1069, 800-648-1170. 

STATELINE, LAKE TAHOE 

Bill 's l.4ke Tahoe • 775-5 8-2455: Will iam ' Back Door Blues 

NORTH LAKE TAHOE 

Cal-Neva Resort • Cl) tal Bay, 775-832-4000 or 8()(}.225-6382. 

howroom: Entertainment TBA 

Hyatt Regency l.4ke Tahoe • Incline Village, 775-832-1234: 

Bands play in tl1e Regency Grand Ballroom. Lone Eagle 

Restaurant: Music, Wed.-Sat. Casino tage Bare Pianist, Wed.-

un. 

Jim Kelley's Tahoe Nugget • Cr1 tal Bay, 775-831-0455. 

Tahoe Biltmore • Ci) tal Bay, 775-831-0660: Breeze Nightclub: 

Music nightly except Mon. 
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A 
Down-Home 

New Year's Eve 
Nevada's small towns will ring in 2005 

till the cows come home. 

F 
olks in rural evada celebrate 

ew Year' Eve the old-fa hioned 
way. Thi D cember 31, residents 
and visitor throughout the cow 

countie will dance, toast with cham­
pagne, and try to remember the words to 
"Auld Lang Syne." 

Longtime Hawthorne resident Mildred 
Pierce recalls anoth r ew Year' Eve tra­
dition. "We u ed to go outside and bang 
pots and pan at midnight," he say . 

Most of her fellow Hawthornite will 
leave the pans at home and make noi e 
in clubs, home , and even churche . 
Downtown, partier gather at the El 
Capitan Casino or at Joe' Tavern-or 
both, ince the two establi hments are 
across the street from each other. The 

liff House on Walker Lake draws a 
crowd. Family groups move from house 
to hou e for a progressive dinner and 
then congregate at the First Bapti t 

hurch for dessert, game , and prayer a 
12 o'clock approaches. 

Celebrants al o will gather in Battle 
Mountain, Lovelock, Yerington, Tonopah, 
and Pioche to toa t the arrival of 2005. 
In Winnemucca, the Winners and other 
club will be hopping. Fallon residents 
will watch fireworks at the fairgrounds, 
and some will attempt to fu lfi ll their first 
resolution the next morning by joining 
the town' ewYear's Day Fun Run. 

In Eureka, the volunteer fire depart­
ment holds its annual New Year's Eve Ball 
at the Eureka Opera Hou e. The party 
may date back as far a the opera house , 
which opened in 1 1. 

"The ball ha been a tradition for 
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By David Moore 

Joe Diffie will sing "Prop Me Up Beside the 
Jukebox (If I Die)" and other hits on New 
Year's Eve at Cactus Petes in Jackpot. 

Cookbooks from 
the 1800s inspire 

Austin's five-course 
Victorian dinner. 

decades," ay fire chief Mik Rebaleati, 
who also i the Eureka County recorder. 
"We've looked at old photos, and they 
indicate it date back to the 1880s. Of 
course, in the old days they made it more 
formal." Be ides a deejay, the non-black­
tie affa ir features a popular raffle. Prizes 
often include a chain aw, halfa beef, and 
other valuable upplies for the Central 
Nevada winter. 

Ely's volunteer fire department al 
throws a dance each Decemb r 31. Th 
ball take place at the Bri tlecon 
Convention Center with a band, decora­
tions, and noi e-making. 

Austin will have a truly old-fashioned 
holiday-a High Victorian ew Year' 
Eve. All guests will dre sin co tu me, with 
elaborate hats and vests, a if they had 
tepped from the pages of an 1870s 

Harper's Weekly. Jan Morrison, owner of 
the Main u·eet Shops in Au tin, held a 
test run last year. "I ent invitation to fam­
ily and friends , and we had 82 peopl 
how up," he ay . Thi year the event i 

open to the public. A highlight will be the 
five-cour e Victorian dinner. 

"We found the recipes in cookbooks 
and new papers from the 1800s," 
Morri on ays. "La t year we had five dif­
ferent type of pate, including deer and 
elk. We had pinenut-encrusted lamb, 
age-and-garlic-rubbed game hen, beef 
tew, lobster bisque, oysters, and bread 

pudding with cream brandy sauce." The 
even t will include a gentlemen 's smoker 
and a women's tea. Morri on anticipate 
an admi ion fee of · 25 to b nefit th 
restoration of St. Augustine 's, the tate ' 



oldest Catholic church (1866), as an arts 
and cultural center. 

Midnight strikes twice at the Border 
Inn, seven miles north of Baker. The 
motel-restaurant near Great 

ational Park straddle the 
border and the Pacific and Mountain 
time zones. 

"We do two New Year's Eves," owner 
Denys Koyle explains. "First we do it o n 

tah time and then on evada time an 
hour later. We pour champagne, and 
veryone has a good time." 

During Elko's Countdown in Down­
town, pyrotechnicians begin hoo ting 
waves of fireworks from the tockmen ' 
Hotel at midnight. The di play gives a col­
orfu l mome nt' pause to partiers gath-

red at the Stockrnen' , Red Lion, and 
other clubs. 

Each ew Year's in Jackpot, Cactus 
Petes pre ents a big-name country singer 
in the Gala Showroom. La t year it was 
Lee Greenwood; in 2002 Larry Gatlin and 
the Gatlin Brother performed. This 
yea r 's headliner i balladeer Joe Diffie , 
who will sing uch hits as "Bigger Than 
the Beatie " and 'J ohn Deere Green." 

The Saddle We t Ca ino in Pahrump 
hosts a dinner and dance in the Old We t 
Showroom. Ryley Young, the hotel­
casino 's director of operations, ays, "In 
the past we've done jazz, counu·y, night­
club-something different every year. " 
Thi year guests will shake it to tl1e sounds 
of Laurence T. and the Funk Daddy 
Band, a Las Vega group, after dessert. 

Each of Wendover's fi ve casinos cele­
brates with mu ic, party hats, and leis. 
Last year the Rainbow had a dance band 
in its conventio n center. For slot-starved 
re iden ts of Salt Lake City, Le Bus offers 
a ew Year's tour to Wendover, o nobody 
ha to drive home. 

Kerrie upanich of the We ndover 
Tourism and Conve ntion Bureau points 
out that Wendover operates on U tah 
time. "We do celebrate New Year's on 
Mountain time. " he add , "If you wanted 
to celebrat twice, you could drive to 
Wells. It's 59 miles away-you might 
make it in time." 

If you make the dash on Interstate 0 
to We)Js-be sure to watch for deer at 
Pequop ummit-you will find the action 
reaching a crescendo at th Four Way 
Casino. In the lo unge you can j oin the 
fo lks already sipping champagne and 
dancing to a coun try band. 

If you wish, you can go outside 
bang some pots and pans, too. 

David Moore is editor of evada Magazine. 

e across some of the finest recreation around 
just a short drive from California, Utah, Oregon, and Idaho. 
Live it, or live by it. Whatever your mantra Cowboy Country, 
in Northern Nevada, can dish it up. It's a quick get-away full 
of hidden treasures, awaiting the curious adventurer. 

Over 30 casinos, 7 golf courses, the greatest 
Basque culture and dining in the nation, rodeo, 
world class skiing, national parks, and more. 

t1J1'l1DJ 
t~J!J~'JD] 
www.cowboycountry.org 

www.travelnevada.com 
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EVENTS AND SHOWS 

S
hakespeare, a rodeo, a powwow, and ew Year' Eve events en liven rural Nevada thi 
winter. The world champion will be determined at the Senior National Finals Rodeo in 
Winnemucca, and th Central Dramatic Company of Vietnam makes a cultu ral stop in 
Elko. Trick Pony and Joe Diffie headline at Cactus Petes in Jackpot. Nevada Magazine 

pre ents the fo llowing events and hows for ovemb rand December. Be sure to ca ll ahead 
to confirm date and deta il . 

Blackjack Tournament • 1ov. 1 • Peppermill , WendoYer, 775-

664-2255. 

Senior National Finals Rodeo • Nov. 1-6 • More than 300 con­

testants compete for the Litle of senior world champion in 

bareback, saddle-bronc, and bull riding, barrel racing, calf 

roping, steer wrestling, and team roping. Events Center, 

Winnemucca, 00-962-263 . 

Blackjack Tournament • Nov. 5-7 • Cactus Petes,jackpot, 800-

21-1103. 

Men of Worth • Nov. 12 • hish and Scottish folk music. 

Eureka Opera House, Eureka, 775-237-6006. 

Artists Repertory Theatre • 'ov. 12 • Nevada Tour presents 

the documentary film A Dream in llanoi. Great Basin 

College, Elko, 775-329-ART . 

"A Midsummer Night's Dream" • Nov. 13 • Artists Repertory 

Theatre's Nevada Tour feawring the emral Dramatic 

ompany of Vietnam. Great Basin ollege, Elko, 775-329-

ART. 

Christmas Bazaar • Nov. 13 • Food. crafts, and music. 

mmunity Building, Wend ver, 775-665-2393. 

"Around the World in 80 Minutes" • Nov. 13 • Ruby Mountain 

i111phony concert. Convemion Center, Elko, 775-738-4187. 

Artists Repertory Theatre • OI'. 15 • 1evada Tour presents 

the documentary film A Dimm in Hanoi. Humboldt County 

Library, Winnemucca, 775-329-ART 

$10,000 Poker Tournament • Nov. 17-21 • Rainbow, Wendover, 

775-664-4000. 

Desert Spirit Powwow • ov. 19-21 • 1 alive American dances, 

entertainment, and vendor booths. Petrack Park, Pahrump, 

775-727-5107. 

Mini Stock Car Nationals • Nov. 20 • Pahrump peedway, 

Pahrump, 775-727-7172. 

Keno Tournament • Nov. 21-22 • Peppermill, Wendover, 775-

664-2255. 

Sights, Sound.s. and Smells of Christmas • Nov. 26-Dec. 4 • 

Festival feature daily events including a Cowboy Country 

hristma Dance, ov. 27. Decorated tree auction , Dec. 3. 

Christmas craft bazaar and the Parade of Lights, Dec. 4. 

rwemi n enter, Ely, 775-289-3720. 

Festival of Trees • Nov. 29-Dec. 2 • Charity eYenL features 

silent auction of trees, wreaths, gingerbread h uses, and 

centerpieces. Convention Center, Elko, 775-738-4091. 

Holiday Lighting Ceremony • Dec. 2-3 • Lighting of the 

Menorah and Nativity scene at City Hall on Dec. 2. Holiday 

lights, entertainment, and anta on Dec. 3 at West 
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Native Americans perform traditional dances at the Desert Spirit Powwow in Pahrump. 

Wendover Tomism and m·ention Bureau. \\'endover, 

775-664-3138. 

Poker Tournament • Dec. 2-5 • Cactus Petes, j ackpot, 00-821-

1103. 

Christmas Tree Lighting • Dec. 3 • Choir, hot chocolate, and 

anta. Maine treet, Fallon , 775-42~556. 

Boar's Head Feast• Dec. 3 • Sixth annual winter solstice eel-

ebration with feasting. music, and theater. Advance tickets 

required. Eureka Opera House, Eureka, 775-237-6006. 

Blackjack Tournament• Dec.~ • Rainbow, Wendover; 775-

664-4000. 

Home Town Christmas • Dec. 4 • Crafts, food, and enter­

tainment. Maine Street, Fallon, 775-423-2544. 

Christmas in the Nighttime Skies • Dec. 4 • Fireworks and a 

PHOTO: Sandi Stark 



Elko art lovers will gather to critique paintings at the 28th annual Nurses' Christmas Bazaar 
on December 4-5. The arts and crafts extravaganza is held at the Elko Convention Center. 

chili feast Kimberly 1ursery, Elko, 77'!>-73 011 for derails. 

Nurses' Christmas Bazaar • Dec. 4-5 • Fundraiser arts and 

crafis sale. Convention Center, Elko, 77'!>-75~2216. 

Community Christmas Sing • Dec. 8 • Choirs from area 

churches perfo1m. hurch of Jesus hrist of Latter-day 

ainis takehouse, Ely, 77'!>-289-3720. 

Slot Tournament • Dec. IQ.I I • Rainbow, Wendover, 77'!>-664-

4000 for tournament information. 

Craps Tournament • Dec. 17· I • Peppe1111ill , Wendover, 77'!>-

664-2255. 

Forever Christmas • Dec. 19 • White Pine Community Choir 

concert. Community Center, Ely, 77'!>-289-3720. 

Austin High Victorian New Year's Eve • Dec. 30.3 1 • Guesis 

wear period dress at second annual event. Hat making, gun 

collection, genllemen's and women 's social events, and 

multicourse Victorian dinner to benefi t St Augustine's 

Church restoration and cultural center. Main treetShops, 

Austin , 77'!>-964-1100. 

The Countdown in Downtown • Dec. 31 • Family-oriented 

even is include fireworks at the tockmen's Hotel. Elko, 800. 

24 3556 or 00-648-2345. 

Winnemucca New Year's Eve • Dec. 31 • Casino festivities. 

Winnemucca, 800.962-2638. 

Eureka Firemen's New Year's Eve Ball• Dec. 31 • Volunteer fire 

department hosis music, dancing, and raffle. Eureka 

Opera House, Eureka, 77'!>-237-5263. 

Hawthorne New Year's Eve • Dec. 31 • Parties at casinos, fam­

ily night at the First Baptist Church. Hawthorne, 77'!>-94'!>-

2507. 

Ely Volunteer Fire Department New Year's Party • Dec. 31 • 

Music and dancing. Bristlecone Convention 

Ely, OO.HYf>.9350. 

Border Inn New Year's • Dec. 31 • Residenis and visitors will 

celebrate the new year twice, on Utah and then evada 

time. Border Inn, seven miles north of Baker, 77'!>-234-7300. 

Wells New Year's • Dec. 31 • Music, ha is, and noisemakers. 

Four Way Casino, Wells, 77'!>-752-3344. 

Saddle West Dinner-Dance• Dec. 31 • After dinner guesis will 

dance to Laurence T. and the Funk Daddy Band. Old West 

Showroom, Saddle West Casino, Pahrump, 77'!>-727-1111. 

Wendover New Year's Eve • Dec. 31 • Festivities in the town's 

casinos take place on Mountain Time. Wendover, 66-299-

24 9. 

Joe Diffie New Year's Show • Dec. 31 :Jan. I • The coumry 

singer appears at Cactus Petes.Jackpot, 00-821-1 103. 

Fallon New Year's • Dec. 31:Jan. I • Fireworks at the fair­

grounds, 77'!>-42~556. Also a fun run on ew Year's Day 

in Fallon, 77'!>-42~7733. 

Welcome to the land oF awes. 

An hour north of Vegas and a million miles away is a swath ofland on a scale so imposing that you're forced to 

make peace with the unnerving silence that resides in the wide and unbridled. These are The Solitudes of 

sou th central Nevada, throw back to a west that once was. There are horizons that go on forever, mining towns 

that didn't, and a fulfilling emptiness that is tonic to all the arrows of the everyday grind. Do something 

unthinkable. Create that one chapter in life you will always treasure. Experience America's great aberration -

The Solitudes. Call 1-800-357-8754 or visit our website atwww.thesolitudes.com. 
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Easy drive, located on the 
Utah/Nevada border on 1-80 -

90 minutes west of Salt Lake City. 
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o~~ 
Goldfield Historical Firehouse and Museum • Antique equip­

ment on display weekends. Goldfield, 775-485-6303. 

Eye Opener Slot Tournament • 9am-noon Mon.-Thurs. addle 

West, Pahrump, 800-433-39 7. 

Saturday Night Fever Slot Tournament • ?pm, I 0 buy-in. 

Saddle West, Pahrump, 800-433-3987. 

Nevada Northern Railway Museum • Steam or diesel excur­

sions. Thanksgiving Train, ov. 20, fare, one can of food 

per person. Polar Expre , ov. 27-28, Dec. 4-5, and Dec. 

11-12. Winter Photo Freight, Dec. 4-5. evada nhern 

Railway Mu eum, Ely, 775-289-2085. 

The Nevada Northern Railroad: A Photographic Journey Through 

Time • Thru Nov. 7 • Large-format photographs by Greg 

Dahlgren of 'ewcastle, Colorado. East Ely Railroad Depot 

Museum, Ely, 775-289-1663. 

Top Gun Raceway Drag Racing Season • TI1ru ov. • HRA, pro, 

amateur, circuit. Top Cun Raceway, Fallon, 775-423-0223. 

La Vida es un Sueno • Thru Jan. 10 • Juried show by Elko 

County An lub. onheastern evada Museum, Elko, 775-

777-7955. 

Hidden Cave Tours • ov. 13, 27 • Guided tour of Hidden 

Cave archaeological ite in ludes self-guided tour of 

Climes Point petroglyph site. Churchill County Museum, 

Fallon. Confinn tour elates, 775-423-3677. 

Mary Ann Bonjorni • ov. 1-30 • Mixed-media exhibition. 

Western evada Community College, Fallon, 775-423-1440. 

~~ 
Snowmobile Rendezvous • Jan. 15-17 • Elko, 775-73~091. 

National Cowboy Poetry Gathering • Jan. 22-29 • Elko, 

880-58 5. 

Elko Bighorns Annual Crabfest • Feb. 5 • Elko, 775-777-9494. 

Ranch Hand Rodeo • March 5-6 • Winnemucca, 775-623-

5071. 

Shooting the West Photography Seminar • March 11-13 • 

Winnemucca, 775-623-5071. 

Winnemucca Basque Festival • June 11 • Winnemucca, 775-

623-5071. 

The McMillin Nevada "1,000" • July 6-10 • Beatty, Colclfielcl, 

and Tonopah. l.as Vegas, 702-641-2431. 

AMARGOSA VALLEY 

Longstreet Inn • 775-372-1777: Weekend entertainment. 

BEATTY 

Stagecoach • 775-553-2419 or 800-4-BIC\ll'TN ( .S. outside 

evada): Bands play in the lounge Fii .-Sat. 

Exchange Club • 775-553-2368: Karaoke on Fri. 

ELKO 

Commercial Hotel • 775-73 3181: Bands play nightly. 

Gold Country Casino • 800-621-1332: Music on weekends. 

High Desert Inn • 775-738-8425: Comedy on F1i. 

Red Lion • 775-738-21 11 or800-545-0044 (Western U.S. out­

side cvacla): Red Lion Lounge: Radio Rage, Nov. 3-14. 

Left of Centre, Nov. 17-2 . tee! Breeze, Dec. 1-5. Radio 

Rage, Dec. 15-19. 

Stockmen's Hotel • 775-738-5141 or 800-648-2345 (U.S. and 

evada): Bands appear in the showroom. 

ELY 

Hotel Nevada • 775-289-6665. 



FALLON 

Bonanza Inn • 775-42~03 I. 

Fallon Nugget • 775-42~3 I 1 I. 

Stockman's Casino and Holiday Inn Express • 775-42~2 I I 7. 

HAWTHORNE 

El Capitan • 775-945-3322: Casino Lounge: Heannote, Nov. 

2-6. Robeys, Nov. 9-13. Leve Lord Duo, ov. 16-20. 

Johnson Twins, ov. 2~27. Cutups, Dec. 7-11. Dan Bauer 

Band , Dec. 28-Jan. I. 

Joe's Tavern • 775-945-2302. 

JACKPOT 

Barton's Club 93 • 775-755-2341. 

Cactus Petes • 800S2 1-I 103: Gala Showroom: Trick Pony, ov. 

5-6. Danny Marona, ov. 12-13.Joe Diflie, Dec. 31:Jan. I. 

Horseshu Casino • 775-755-2321. Cabaret TBA. 

LOVELOCK 

Ramada Inn/Sturgeon's • 775-27~297 I : Center Club Show­

room: Bands and karaoke are featured on weekends. 

PAHRUMP 

Pahrump Nugget • 775-75 1-6500. 

Saddle West Hotel, Casino, and RV Parle • 775-727-1 I I I: Club 

West ightclub: Funniez Comedy Club, Thurs., t.hru Dec. 

2. Rex AJlenJr. Show, Nov. 24 . Ivory Johnson Show, v. 27. 

Terrible's Lakeside • 775-751-7770. 

Terrible's Town Casino • 775-75 1-7777. 

SILVER SPRINGS 

Silver Springs Nugget • 775-577-4263. 

TONOPAH 

Banc Club • 775-482-5409: Bands play Thurs. al. 

Tonopah Station Ramada Inn • 775-482-9777: Bands weekends. 

WENDOVER 

Montego Bay • 775-664-9100: Casino Lounge: Tineta and 

ElecuicAvenue, 0 1•. 2-14. Chau., ov. 16-28. 1' uch of ilk, 

Nov. 30-Dec. I 2. I if ton James and the Edge, Dec. I 4-26. 

Peppermill • 775-664-2255 or 00-648-9660 (U.S. outside 

Nevada): Casino Lounge: Smooth, ov. 2-24. Sidro's 

Annada, ov. I 6-2 . Heartache Tonight, ov. 30-Dec. 12. 

The Fortune, Dec. 14-26. 

Rainbow Casino • 775-664-4000: Casino Lounge: Tony Vee, 

thru ov. 7. Jimmy Carslake, ov. 9-2 1. hake, Rattle, and 

Roll , ov. 2~Dec. 5. True to Life, Dec. 7-19. 

Red Garter • 775-664-2 111 or 800-982-2 11 I .S. outside 

Nev.). 

State Line Nugget • 775-664-222 1. 

WINNEMUCCA 

Winners Hotel • 775-62~25 I I: Winners Lounge: Full House, 

ov. 1-6. Audiobox, Nov. I 1-13. Bahama, ov. 18-20. 

Broxton, Dec. 2-4. Audiobox, Dec. 9-1I and1 6- 1 . Rock 'n ' 

Horse, Dec. 30-Jan . I. 

Model T Hotel • 775-62~2588: Bands play Thurs.-Sat. 

Karaoke, Wed. 

Holiday Inn Express • 775-625-3 100. 

Sundance Casino • 775-62~3336. 

Red Lion • 800-63~35. 

YERINGTON 

Casino West • 775-46~2481: Weekend music. 

Dini's Lucky Club • 775-46~2868: Weekend music. 

7?~ 
EVENTS AND SHOWS 

is a section of 

NEVADA 
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For Subscriptions Call: 1-800-495-3281 

For visitors information: 
Elo Coovention & Visitors Authority · 

oil Free: (800) 248·3556 
www.elkoeva.com 

CARSON MINT 

Silver Medallions 
Commemorative Medallion Series 

$25.00 to $40.00 
Limited Edition Still Available: 

Valley of Fire Elephant Rock 
Also Available: 

Nevada State Seal, Carson City Mint, Pony Express 
and Virginia and Truckee Railroad 

All One Troy Ounce of Fine Silver .999 

Nevada State Museum Store 
Call (775) 687-4810, ext. 234, 244 
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To receive free Nevada travel information from Nevada Magazine advertisers, just fi ll out the attached "Free Nevada Info" card and mail it in. 

Tourism Agencies/Chambers of Commerce 
101 Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce-High desert 
region, U.S. 50 (Loneliest Road in America) , history, mountain 
biking, hunting. 775-964-2200, www.mountainsage.org. 
102 Beatty Chamber of Commerce-Beatty, the Gateway to 
Death Valley National Park, celebrated its centennial in fall 2004. 
866-736-3716, www.beattynevada.org. 
103 Boulder City Chamber of Commerce-"The city that built 
Hoover Dam," golf, outdoor sports, and Lake Mead National 
Recreation Area. 866-297-4336, www.bouldercitychamber.com. 
104 Carson City Convention and Visitors Bureau-Nevada's 
capital city has "Divine 9" golf courses, lodging, and gaming. 
800-NEVADA-1 , 775-687-7410, www.visitcarsoncity.com. 
105 Carson City Convention and Visitors Bureau/Seniors 
Strike Silver Cards-Discounts on lodging, meals, museums, 
recreation, gaming. 800-NEVADA-1 , www.visitcarsoncity.com. 
106 Carson Valley Chamber of Commerce and Visitors 
Authority-Genoa, Minden-Gardnerville, and Topaz Lake make 
up the Carson Valley. 800-727-7677, www.carsonvalleynv.org. 
107 White Pine County Tourism and Recreation Board, Ely­
Bristlecone pines, Great Basin National Park, fishing , hunting, 
Nevada Northern Railway. 800-HY6-9350, www.elynevada.net. 
108 Eureka Opera House-Built in 1880 and restored in 1993, 
the Eureka Opera House is located on U.S. 50 (Loneliest Road 
in America). 775-237-6006, www.co.eureka.nv.us. 
109 Fallon Convention and Tourism Authority-Fallon is home 

to Navy's Top Gun flight school, Sand Mountain, Lake Lahontan. 
866-4FALLON, www.fallontourism.com. 
110 Elko Convention and Visitors Authority-In Northeastern 
Nevada on Interstate 80, outdoor recreation, history, hotels, 
casinos, and meetings. 800-248-3556, www.elkocva.com. 
111 Jackpot Tourism-Located on Idaho border on U.S. 93, 
Northeastern Nevada resort town with entertainment, casinos, 
restaurants, golf. 775-755-2229, www.jackpot-nevada.org. 
112 Nevada Commission on Tourism-Nevada's tourism 

authority guides the visitor to unlimited outdoor adventure and 
world-class resorts. 800-NEVADA-8, www.travelnevada.com. 
116 Lander County Convention and Tourism Authority-Battle 
Mountain, on 1-80, is famous for its Washington Post appellation, 
"Armpit of America. 775-635-1112, www.battlemountain.org. 
117 Winnemucca Convention and Visitors Authority- Basque 
restaurants, outdoor adventure, history, events, nightlife, gam­
ing, convention center. 800-962-2638, www.winnemucca.riv.us. 
119 Pony Express Territory-Pony Express Trail (1860-1861) 
parallels U.S. 50 (Loneliest Road in America) through Pony 
Express Territory. 866-4FALLON, www.ponyexpressnevada.com. 
120 Truckee-Donner Chamber of Commerce-North of Lake 
Tahoe, Sierra Nevada views, six world-class ski resorts, and 
Donner Memorial State Park. 866-245-4347, www.truckee.com. 
121 Lyon County Information Center-Yerington, Fernley, 
Dayton, and other areas offer mountain biking, hiking, hunting, 
fishing, wildlife. 775-463-2245, www.masonvalleychamber.com. 
122 Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority­
Information on restaurants, shopping, entertainment, events, 
gaming, lodging, golf. 877-VISIHV, www.vegasfreedom.com. 
123 Reno-Sparks Convention and Visitors Authority- With the 
theme "America's Adventure Place" the RSCVA has information 
for Reno-Tahoe area. 888-HIT-RENO,www.renolaketahoe.com. 
124 Pahrump Valley Chamber of Commerce-Pahrump has 
outdoor activities, events, hotel-casinos, Pahrump Valley 

Winery, RV parks. 866-722-5800, www.pahrumpchamber.com. 
129 Greater Lincoln County Chamber of Commerce- Five 
state parks, Pahranagat Nat'I Wildlife Refuge, ghost towns, min­
ing camps. 775-962-5271 , www.lincolncountynevada.com. 
132 Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority-Official guide to Tahoe ho­
tels, cabins, lodging, rates, reservations, and vacation packages, 
Nevada and California. 800-AT-TAHOE, www.virtualtahoe.com. 
133 City of West Wendover-Swimming, golfing, horseback 
riding, fishing , bird watching, casinos, hotels, dining, and en­
tertainment. 866-BZVCITY, www.westwendovercity.com. 
140 Moapa Valley Chamber of Commerce, Logandale/ 
Overton-Car Show and Fall Festival, Bluegrass Festival, Valley 
of Fire Marathon. 702-398-7160, www.moapavalleycom. 

Hotels/ Casinos 
202 Carson Nugget, Carson City-Video/slot machines, table 
games, keno, bingo, restaurants, buffet, gift shop, entertain­
ment. 800-426-5239, www.ccnugget.com. 
203 Carson Valley Inn, Minden- Hotel, motor lodge, RV park, 
convention center, wedding chapel, pool, spa, gift shop, four 
restaurants, and casino. 800-321 -6983, www.cvinn.com. 
207 Imperial Palace, Las Vegas- On the Las Vegas Strip, the 
hotel-casino has 2,700 rooms, 10 restaurants, "Legends in 
Concert." 888-777-7664, www.imperialpalace.com. 
208 John Ascuaga 's Nugget, Sparks-Off 1-80, gaming, 
John's Club, eight restaurants, wedding chapel, pool , health 
club, convention facilities. 800-648-1177, www.janugget.com. 
209 Peppermill , Reno-Gaming, seven restaurants, enter­
tainment, pool, spa, salon, senior specials, conventions. 800-
648-6992 (mention HNVMAG4), www.PeppermillReno.com. 
215 Saddle West, Pahrump-Rooms and suites, restaurant, 
buffet, RV resort, golf packages, convention facilities, Players 
Club, slot tournaments. 800-433-3987, www.saddlewest.com. 
216 CasaBlanca, Mesquite-Kitchenette-studios, RV park, 
timeshares, gaming, spa, tennis, golf course, golf packages, 
three restaurants. 800-711-4653, www.casablancaresort.com. 
217 Oasis, Mesquite-One hour north of Las Vegas, rooms 
and suites, five restaurants, convention space, golf, spa, gam­
ing, and entertainment. 888-711-4653, www.oasisresort.com. 
221 Flamingo Laughlin-1 ,900 rooms, conventions and wed­
dings, gaming, entertainment, boat tours, tennis, fitness center, 
nine restaurants. BOO-FLAMINGO, www.flamingolaughlin.com. 
222 Carson Station and Piilon Plaza Casino-Resorts, Carson 
City-Best Western. Carson Station has 92 rooms. 800-501-
2929, www.carsonstation.com. Piiion Plaza has 148 rooms, 70 
RV spaces. 877-519-5569, www.pinonplaza.com. 
255 Royal Resort Hotel , Las Vegas- Suites with separate 
bedrooms, hospitality suites, meeting space, pool. 800-634-
6118 (mention NEVADA Magazine), royalhotelvegas.com. 
256 Caesars Palace, Las Vegas- Deluxe and spa rooms and 
suites, 129,000 square feet of meeting space, fine and casual 
dining, top stars. 877-427-7243, www.caesars.com. 

Golf 
301 Golf Mesquite, Nevada-Five 18-hole courses and one 
nine-hole course; also courses in St. George, Utah. Golf-hotel 
packages. 866-720-7111 , www.golfmesquitenevada.com. 

Lodging 
402 Lake Tahoe Accommodations- Management for rental 

properties, rental homes, or condominiums near skiing, golf, 
and lake. 800-544-3234, www.laketahoeaccommodations.com. 

Shows 
503 "Thunder From Down Under," Excalibur, Las Vegas­
Austral ia's male revue appears nightly, dark Thursdays. 800-
933-1324, www.thunderfromdownunder.com. 
504 "V: The Ultimate Variety Show," Desert Passage, 
Aladdin Resort, Las Vegas-Magic, special effects, stunts­
a family show, nightly. 866-504-0044, www.vtheshow.com. 
505 Catch A Rising Star, Silver Legacy, Reno-comedy club 
open nightly, dark Mondays. 800-687-8733, www.silver 
legacy.com, www.catcharisingstar.com. 
512 Brian Evans, Las Vegas- Brian Evans is considered to 
be one of this generation's new Sinatra-style crooners. For 
show dates, visit www.brianevansonline.com. E-mail Brian at 
evansvegas@aol.com. 
513 The Platters, The Coasters & The Orifters, Sahara, Las 
Vegas-Top groups from the '50s and '60s appear in the Congo 
Room. 702-737-2515, 888-696-2121 , www.saharavegas.com. 
514 "The Tribute to Frank, Sammy, Joey, & Dean," Greek 
Isles Casino, Las Vegas- A night of one-liners, cocktails, and 
songs from the Rat Pack days. ShowTime Marketing, 702-
822-6262 for show information. 

Attractions, Galleries, Museums 
602 Liberace Museum, Las Vegas- Museum features jewelry, 
wardrobe, and costumes worn by the late Liberace, custom-car 
collection, and pianos. 702-798-5595, www.liberace.com. 
603 Nevada Northern Railway Museum, Ely- Historic tourist 
train rides on 32 miles of track through copper country begin­
ning in East Ely. 866-40-STEAM, www.nnry.com. 
611 Jeanne Dini Cultural Center, Yerington-Former gram­
mar school houses cafe, gallery, meeting rooms, gift store, the­
ater, patio, gardens. 775-463-9116, www.yeringtonculture.org. 
612 St. Mary's Art Center, Virginia City- Retreat in historic 
Virginia City, quality programs for artists of all ages, with lodg­
ing. 2005 classes: 775-847-7774, www.stmaryartcenter.org. 

Events 
703 Pioneer Territory-Death Valley, Boundary Peak, mining 
towns, seven state parks and wilderness areas, mountain bik­
ing, skiing, hiking. 800-357-8754, www.pioneerterritory.org. 
704 Nevada's Cowboy Country-Lovelock to Wendover, hotels, 
casinos, gaming, outdoor adventure, ranches, rodeos, Basque 
culture, gold mines. 877-626-9268, www.cowboycountry.org for 
information. 

Wedding Chapels 
801 Viva Las Vegas Weddings and Viva Las Vegas Villas­
Chapel and villas offer traditional, themed, Elvis weddings, limo, 
flowers, photos. 800-57 4-4450, www.vivalasvegasweddings.com. 

Recreation 
901 Lake Mead Cruises-On Lake Mead and near Hoover 
Dam, Desert Princess or Desert Princess Too, events, weddings. 
702-293-6180, www.lakemeadcruises.com. 
902 Tonopah Historic Mining Foundation- Tonopah Historic 
Mining Park is on site of Belle and Jim Butler's 1900 claim. Self­
guided tours. 775-482-9274, www.tonopahnevada.org. 
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905 Nevada Department of Transportation Bicycle Safety­

Information on safety and statewide events. Sells state bicycle 
jerseys. 775-888-RIDE, www.bicyclenevada.com. 
908 Adventure Photo Tours/Las Vegas-4WD tours into the 
Mojave Desert, guides, photographic assistance, cameras 
available. 888-363-8687, www.adventurephototours.com. 
911 Look Tours, Las Vegas-Tours of Grand Canyon, Hoover 
Dam by helicopter or airplane. Bus/van tours, horseback rides, 
riverboat combos. 800-LOOKTOURS, www.looktours.com for 
further tour information. 
912 Rebel Adventure Tours , Las Vegas-Valley of Fire ATV 
tours, 4x4s, white-water rafting , Hummers, jet ski , helicopter, 
horseback. 800-817-6789, www.rebeladventuretours.com. 

Restaurants 
1001 Louis' Basque Corner-Authentic Basque food served 
family style in downtown Reno, 301 E. Fourth St. , since 1967. 
Open for dinner nightly and lunch Tues.-Sat. 775-323-7203. 
1002 Hofbrauhaus Las Vegas-The first original Hofbrauhaus 
in USA, a replica of the Hofbrauhaus built in Munich in 1589. 
German-Bavarian food and imported beer. 451 O Paradise Rd ., 
702-853-BEER, www.hofbrauhauslasvegas.com. 

Real Estate 
1101 Liberty Realty Relocation Division-Relocate to Nevada 
with a team of specialists. For information on available homes, 
800-296-1802, www.LibertyRelocationDivision.com. 
1102 Parade of Homes-15th annual event sponsored by the 
Southern Utah Home Builders Association previews 25 St. 
George-area homes and a home show with 100 exhibitors on 
February 18-27, 2005. 435-674-1400, www.paradehome.com. 

Retail Shopping 
1203 Gamblers General Store, Las Vegas-Casino products, 
antique slots, books, chips, roulette wheels, tables, sold in store 
and online. 800-322-2447 www.gamblersgeneralstore.com. 
1205 University of Nevada Press, Reno-For the Press' large 
selection of Nevada-interest subjects, visit www.nvbooks. 
nevada.edu/ or call 877-682-6657 for a catalog. 
1212 Argenta Earth and Fire Co., Virginia City-Native 
Nevadan potter Mimi Patrick's stoneware and porcelain pottery. 
775-847-7466, www.nevpotter.com, nevpotter@earthlink.net. 
1213 Killer Salsa, Panchitas, lnc.-Nevada-made Killer Salsa 
can be ordered online at www.killersalsa.com. Visit the site for 
recipes or call 775-782-0048. 
1214 Fourth Ward School Gift Shop , Virginia City-On 
December 4, gift shop celebrates a Victorian holiday. 775-847-
0975 for a calendar of events, www.fourthwardschool.com. 
1215 Nevada State Museum Medallion/Store, Carson City­
Native American jewelry, books, T-shirts, and coins. Carson Mint 
Silver Medallions: 775-687-4810 ext. 234, 244. 
1216 Southgate Coins, Reno-New book on the Carson City 
Mint, The Mint on Carson Street, by Rusty Goe. 5032 S. Virginia, 
Reno, NV 89503, 775-322-4455, www.southgatecoins.com. 
1217 Liberty Belle Books, Reno-Slot Machines: America's 
Favorite Gaming Device, 6th edition, by Marshall Fey. 4250 S. 
Virginia St. , Reno, NV 89502 or at bookstores. 
1218 Lost City Museum Gift Shop , Overton-The museum 
gift shop has Native American crafts, jewelry, and books. Open 
daily, 721 S. Moapa Valley Blvd., Overton, 702-397-2193. 
1221 Nevada Northern Railway Museum, Ely-The ultimate 
holiday train gift-operate a steam or diesel locomotive out on 
the mainline. 775-289-2085, www.nnry.com. 
1222 HAULTENT Expedition Trailers, Fallon-Tough, simple, 
lightweight tent campers designed and manufactured in Nevada. 
www.haultent.com, 775-867-3268. 

Reservations 
1301 Hotels.com-Internet site for hotel, suite, and vacation 
rental reservations. Packages include hotel , air, rental cars, and 
group travel. 800-2-HOTELS, www.Hotels.com. 

You're just a click 
away from being 
first in line. 

.. I VISA" I 
111111 zz I 
* Late fees will apply. 

Even if you're late* 
Doing business with the Nevada OMV on 
line just keeps getting easier. Now you can 

renew your vehicle registration at dmvnv.com even if you're late~ 
Pay with one of four major credit cards too. Other services in­
clude driver license renewal , forms downloads, fee estimates 
and answers to your questions. More services are planned , so 
keep an eye on Nevada DMV's Web site. After all , at dmvnv.com, 
you're just a click away from being first in line. 
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Cultural Flavors 
Mexican dining and Hawaiian shopping. 

Pass the Lime 

T
here are two things my fri ends know about / 
me: I'm a religious person , and I love 
tequila. Li ttle did I know that I would find 

my house ofwor hip at Isla Mexican Kitchen and 
Tequila Bar at Treasure Island. 

Amidst the delicious and innovative creation of 
Mexico City-born Chef Richard andoval tand a 
wall of tequilas over een by the re taurant' "tequila 

se lh,~ th hi Maya re ta urants in ewYork ity 
and an Francisco and late r with Tamayo in 
Denver, is creating new fl avors fro m old 
recip . Meatball , which hi grandmother 
mad for him a a young boy, ar served 
witl1 chipo tl e tomato auce. His chile rel­
leno i a poblano chile wit11 be f, veal, 
ra i in , dri ed cherrie , and almond erved 

with a sweet and picy tomato sauce. Other 
featured entree are grilled spiced chicken 

breast with corn dumpling , crispy red snapper 
\~th cactu alad, and rock hrimp and wild mush­

room taco . There are al o enchilada , tamales, 
and burrito . 

Even traditional guacamole has a new taste. 

goddess," Diosa Tequila. Wea1;ng a black corset and long 
sarong, Diosa Tequila models and mingle with her pari h­
ioners as she delivers margari tas and other tequila creation . 
The hou e specialty, margarita del ol, i prepared with 
fresh lime and orange juice. Other tequila favo rite are 
pineapple mojito, ang1;a, and Mexican cucumb r martini. Margaritas are frosty at 

Isla Mexican Kitchen 
and Tequila Bar. 

Prai e the Lo rd and pass the lime! 
In the meantime, andoval, who made a name fo r him-

Avocado and a vari ety of ingredients are 
loaded on a guacamole cart, where t11 delicate 
green concocti on is prepared table ide. The 

Las Veqas 
2005 Nevada 
Centennial 
Cities Historical 
Calendar 
Celebrate the La Vega 
Centennial all year long 
with Nevada Magazine's 

2005 Nevada Centennial 

Cities Historical Calendar, 
which feature cla ic photos 
of La Vega , park , and other evada communities celebrating their 
l OOth anniver aries. 

Oversized wall calendar, only $9.95. Order #COS 

Las Ve9as Video 
Las lkgas-ihe Ciiy of Excitement! See everything Las Vegas has to offer. 
VH or DVD format. Only 17.95 for VHS (#VLV) or 18.95 for 
DVD (#DLV) 

Las Ve9as-style Slot 
Machine Bank 

Sale! 

You win even when you lose with this 
little faux slot machine bank. Features 

a blinking red Light when you win. Only 
16.95. Order #SBANK 

Las Ve9as History 
Comes Alive in 
This Trio of Books: 
• Las lkgas, As Ii Began, As Ii Grew, by tanley W. Paher. Lavi hly 

illustrated history of Las Vega with hi toric maps and photo . Only 
$23.95. Order #BPLV 

• New, pdated Edition! A Shon Hiswry of Las lkgas, by Barbara and 

Myrick Land. Only 16.95. Order #BHLV 
• Slot Machines: An Illusiraied History, by Marshall Fey. Written 

by the grandson of d1e inventor of the fir t successful commercial slot 
machine. Only 32.95. Order #BSLOTS 

Visit us online at www.nevadamagazine.com for our full gift catalog or call us at 1-800-237-0774, ext. 611. 
Additional costs for shipping and handling. 

4 NEVADA MAGAZINE NOV/DEC 2004 



guacamole is combined v.~th spiced pump­
kin seeds, lobster and passion fruit, or 
habaiiero chi les and mint. 

Fresh tortillas and tortilla ch ips are 
made in the kitchen 's tortilla oven and 
brought to the table Mth three tasty salsas. 

Back to my religion. o other spirit con­
jure up a many legends or rituals as 
tequila. Isla's tequila goddess says that, ac­
cordi ng to mythology, the agave plant was 
the incarnation of the goddess Mayahuel, 
also known as the goddess of alcohol. 
From spreading it on crops for good for­
tune to honoring deceased relatives by 
prinkiing it on graves, tequila has alwa 

been more than a imple drink in Mexican 
cu lture. 

ay amen and please pass the salt. 
The 1 0-s at I la is open daily at Trea­

ure I land from 11 a. m. to 2 a.m. Call 702-
894-711 1 for information.-jack Bulavsky 

A tatue of King Kamehameha greets 
shoppers at the Hawaiian Market­
p lace, a breezy slice of the Pa ific on 

the Las Vegas Strip. 
The 175-million pedestrian mall, mod­

eled after the International Marketplace 
in Honolulu , bring together Polynesian 
hop , customs, and dance. Paving made 

of cru hed blue glas mimic the oc an. 
Replicas of banyan tree provide cover for 
animatronic birds that tell Hawaiian folk 
tales. Entertainment includes a live bird 
show and hula and Tahitian dancer , who 
will glad ly teach you some moves. 

"We wanted to create an international 
marketplac that wa warm, friendly, and 
inviting," ay La Vegas developer Brent 
Torino, " o w looked to the Polynesian 
cu lture." 

The Hawai ian Marketplace, located be­
tween the Aladdin and the MGM Grand, 
is open from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily. Live 
entertainm nt runs every hour from noon 
to 11 p.m. Winter hours may vary. Call 702-
795-2247 or visit www.hawaiianmarket 
placelv.corn for details.-Jennifer Prosser 

e rov,d 
Always a new horizon. 

Hundreds of roads to lead you there. 

Make us your base-camp and come explore the true west. 

With an abundance of recreational opportunities 
it shouldn't come as any surprise that Jackpot is 
an outdoor enthusiast's dream. Combined with 
the hottest gaming action, fabulous restaurants 
and big-name entertainment, it's clear to see why 
it's more than a weekend getaway .. . 
its your escape. 

Jackpot Tourism 
775-755-2229. www.jackpot-nevada.org 
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The Old Fort 
Mormon m1ss1onanes established what 1s now a Nevada state park on 

Las Vegas Creek in 1855. By Jennifer Prosser 

L 
ong before Las Vegas earned a rep­
utation as America's " in City," it 
was re ligion that brought the first 
no n-natives to settl e in the Las 

Vegas Valley. In 1855 Mormon missionar­
ie established a compound at what is now 
Old Las Vegas Mormon Fort State Historic 
Park. The park, three blocks north of the 
downtown casinos, is the site of evada's 
oldest building. 

In 1844, explore r John C. Fremont 
pas ed thro ugh the valley and created tl1 e 
first reliable map of the Old Spanish Trail. 
Late r, emigran ts and traders traveling be­
tween Utah and outhern Califo rnia fo l­
lowed Fremo nt's map th rough Southern 

evada, where they could rejuve nate 
thems Ives at the spring call ed "Las 
Vegas," Spani h fo r "tl1 e meadows." 

Mo rmo n leade rs recognized the 
spring's pote nti al. Elder Amasa Lyman 
wrot in 1851, "The Vegus [sic] is a 
Beautiful spring branch of Good Water 

Park rangers grow 

early-day crops 
like squash and corn 

that visitors can sample. 

apable of Carryi ng a Mill o r 2 & Good 
Grass & Land fo r Tillage Enough fo r at 
least 50 inhabi tants." 

Four year la te r the LDS mis io narie 
arrived at Las Vega , building an ad be 
fo rt and preparing to teach th native 
Paiutes "the arts and science o f civilized 
life." But afte r tl1ree tryi ng years, th last 
of the colonists had re turned to Utah . 
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A replica of the 1855 compound is part of Old Las Vegas Mormon Fort State Historic Park. 

Today at the park, panels detail the 
fo rt's histo11' and explain th roles that 
Fr mo nt and ranch owners Octaviu 
Deca tur Gass and H Jen tewart played in 
shaping the city. Also displayed are artifacts 
such as a spinning wh el, plow, and bricks 
from Stewart's ranch house, which occu­
pied the site beginning in 1882 and later 
was demolished . 

Time and weather have worn away most 
of the o rigi nal adobe structure, and the 
southern po rtio n is the only surviving 
piece of the fo rt. After e rving a part of 
the tewart Ranch through the early 
1900s, the building was u ed by 
Bureau of Reclamation enginee rs testing 
concrete fo r Hoover Dam in tl1e 1920 . In 
the 1930s the Daughters of tah Pioneers 
assisted in preserving the site . It was ac­
quired by tl1e city of Las Vegas in 1971 
and the ta te in 1991. T he Old Mo rmon 
Fort was designated a state hi tori c park 
in 1995. 

The park feature a replica of the 150-
by-150-foot original fo rt, showing its bas­
tions and soldie rs' quarte rs. Park rangers 

grow a living-history garden of arly-day 
crops such as squash, Indian corn , cotto n, 
wate rmelo n, pumpkins, to matoes, and 
peppers. Visitors are welco me to sample 
the produce. A new visitor cente r, which 
will have a larger museum and an ex­
pand d collection of relic found on the 
ite, will open in pring 2005 during Las 

Vegas' centennial celebratio n. 
Th fo rt taff al o offe r living-hi tory 

and children 's vents tl1roughout the year. 
candle-making program is sch duled 

o n ovembe r 13. "The Ordnance 
S rgeant and His Role in tl1e Army," a 
demonstratio n in pe riod uniforms, is on 

ovemb r 20. On December 18, chi ldren 
can make pioneer ornaments and help 
decorate tl1 park 's hristma tree. 

Old La Vegas Mormon Fort ta te 
Histori Park is located nea r ashman 
Fie ld a t Las Vega Bouleva rd and 
Washington Avenue. Admission costs 3 
fo r adul ts and 2 for ages six to 12. Call 
702-486-3511 or visit www.par ks. nv.gov. 

Jennifer Prosser is a Las Vegas writer. 





Rita Rudner 
The comedienne speaks on family ties and Vegas shopping. 

Each night on stage, Rita Rudner offers her 
slyly pointed views on men, shopping, show­
gi,rls, and life in general at New Yorh-New Yorh 
on the Las Vegas Strip. The comedienne and 
actress, a Janner Broadway dancer, collabo­
rated on the script for the movie Peter's 
Friends with her husband, Martin Bergman, 
Ever since she began her longterm Cabaret 
Theatre gi,g in 2001, Rudner has been pon­
dering the nuances of Nevada living. 

T
here are many wonderful cities in 
which to live in America, but I have 
to admit that after residing in Las 
Vegas, every place else is j ust beige. 

It' been th ree yea1 since my dog, my 
husband, and I relocated to Las Vegas and 
two and a half years since we adopted a 
baby to complete our family package. 
Then my fa ther sold his house in Miami 
and moved next door to us. Six months 
ago my in-laws aid goodbye to freezing 
winters in England and set up house in 
Summerlin. It's no wonder Las Vegas is the 
fastest growing city in America. It's al l to do 
with my family. 

The amazing thing is that th e city satis­
fie all of our need . My husband and I 
have j ob in show business that don 't re­
quire us to travel. My daughter attends 
gymboree. My in-laws can exist peacefully 
in Summerlin and come to the Strip when 
they' re feeling rowdy. My fa ther ha cable. 
Everybody's happy. 

"How can you stand the heat there?" is 
a question any Las Vegan will hear fro m 
friend livi ng el ewhere. Yes, I'll admit 
sometimes in the summer you know how 
bacon feels in a pan , but in J anuary I call 
my friend in New York fro m the golf 
course and a k them how many layers 
they' re wea1fog. After three yea rs I'm used 
to my freezing friends han ging up on me. 

The food here has evolved fro m all-you­
can-eat buffets to concoctions that are al­
most too pretty to eat. When my appetizer 
arrived at Picasso's the other nigh t, I did­
n't know whether to chew it or frame it. 

The shopping is now world-class, and I 
do feel I had a lot to do wi th that. It's not 

Rudner is the author of Naked Beneath My 
Clothes and t he novel Tickled Pink. 

opened its expansion as I arrived in town. 
The new outlet mall downtown quickly fol­
lowed, and now tl1e extra Forum Shops are 
abou t to debut. They know I'm here, and 
tl1ey know that I need them. 

Of all my family now in Vegas, I tl1ink I 
am tl1e happiest. I pent years traveling to 
concerts aero America. ow I stay in one 
place, and the audience gets on the plane. 

I spend al l day with my baby. For 
evenings when I'm performing- since this 
i Las Vegas-I've hired a Ri ta Rudner im­
personator to baby-sit. He's so good, it's like 
I'm home all tl1e time. 

Show Notes 

Rita Rudner performs nightly in the 
Cabaret Theatre at ew York- ew 
York in Las Vegas. Show time are 

8 p.m. Sunday to Thursday and 9 p.m. F1;­
day and Saturday; dark nights vary. Ti cke ts 
cos t $63.50, includin g tax. A dinner­
show package costs 98.50. Call 800-693-
6763 or 702-740-6969 or visit www. nyny 
hotelcasino.com fo r re e rvations. Rudner's 

a coincidence that the Fashion Show Mall own Web site is www. ri ta.funny.com. 
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"Las Vegas 
is the only place in the world 
where, as the sun goes down, 
' I' h " 1t gets 1g ter. 

"I love that Vegas is 
24-seven. It's the only place 
in the world where at 3 a.m. 
you can hear someone say, 
I'm going to lunch." 

"Las Vegas is the only 
place in the world where a 
performer gets to see her name 
on a big marquee ... with food." 

"Breasts are more 
than a body part in Vegas. 
They're entertainment. 
I went for a mammogram 
here, and there was 
a two-drink minimum." 

"1 don't like to advertise my 
age because I'm over 40, 
and in Vegas they implode 
things that are over 40." 





EXPLORE LAKE TAHOE WITH 
THE AMERICAN EXPRESS- CARD 

N>r exclusive American 
Express Cardmember offers, 
please visit our Web site at 
americanexpress.collVmountains 
or caU your travel agent 

This recipe will not spoil, lasting through the day and l ong into t h e night. 

To find out more about the B l ue World s massive amount of quality snow snowsports, 

nightlife and other tasty dishes go to skilaketahoe com or call I-888 TAHOE38 

LAKE TAHOE 
Step lato die llut• 





Choose from 
8 Ski Resorts ,· . . "P;~:Q3if"i: 
Mount Rose . l. ~.~Nlli 
Heavenl9 
Northstar 
Diamond Peak 
Sierra at Tahoe 
Alpine Meadows 
Squaw Valle9 U.S.A. 
Homewood Mountain Resort 


