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How does the song go? You left your heart in Mesquite? It should . Here you can enjoy 

golfing, gaming, world-class spa amenities, and a beautiful desert backdrop that's sure 

to leave you breathless. You feel a world away, and yet it's only a day's drive. When 

that feeling strikes to get away, Mesquite is as far as you need to go. For more 

information, call 1-877-MESQUITE ( 1-877-637-7848) or visit online at visitmesquite.com. 

l\!IESQUITE 
N E V A 0 A 

Escape momentarily. 
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Iha/ we have nothing to do. Doing 
nolhing and having nolhing lo 
do are differenl />ropositions. " 
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You're just a click 
away from being 
first in line. 

* Late fees will apply. 

Even if you're late* 
Doing business with the Nevada DMV on 
line just keeps getting easier. Now you can 

renew your vehicle registration at dmvnv.com even if you 're late~ 
Pay with one of four major credit cards too. Other services in­
clude driver license renewal , forms downloads, fee estimates 
and answers to your questions. More services are planned , so 
keep an eye on Nevada DMV's Web site. After all , at dmvnv.com, 
you 're just a click away from being first in line. 
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Contributors 

Springtime Explorers 
R

ed Rock anyon is one of Jim Decker's 
favorite place to hike. "My front door is 
only 15 minute from the park en­

trance," say the Las Vegas Review-j ournal pho­
tographer, whose image of the park appear 
on the cover and in "Red Rock Reveri e." "It's 
the rapy for me. I love to be there when the 
gate op n a t ix and no one el e is out there." 

Jim was introduced to Red Rock in 1978 
afte r he moved to La Vega from Virginia 

Decker 

ommonwealth niver ity, where he studied art and photogra­
phy. "My parents had moved here, and they said, 'Come we t, 
young man. "' He soon joined the Review-j ournal's marke ting de­
partment, al o working as a photographer's as istant fo r Sports 
lllustraled and for Playboy contributo r Robert cott Hooper. 

Jim, who ometimes i j o ined on outing by hi 17-year-old on, 
J on , say h developed a passion fo r land cape photography in 
2001 while contributing to the Rj's magazine, Cerca. "I bought a 
4x5 am era and began looking a t the work of na tionally known 
land cape shoote1 like Tom Ti ll and Gary Ladd." ow Jim hope 
to deve lop a coffee-table book on Red Rock anyon, full of 
imag s he's taken when no one el e i out the re. 

NEVADA 
MAGAZ I NE 

evada Magazine i published 6 times 
per year Uan/ Feb, Mar/ Apr, May/June, 
July/ ug, epL/ Oct, and Nov/ Dec). 

To subscribe, renew, or buy gift subscriptions: 
Call: 1-800-495-328 1 
Visit: www.nevadamagazine.com 
Write to: Nevada Magazine, P.O. Box 726, 
ML Morri , IL 61054 

For subscription questions or changes of 
address: 
Plea e call I- 00-495-328 1. 

Where to find Nevada Magazine: 
Nevada Magazine can be found in naLionwide 
booksLOrc chains and on newssLands and in 
gift sho ps Lhroughout evada. 

To order current issues by mail: 
Please ca ll 775-6 7-061 l . 

To order back issues by mail: 
Please end your o rder and payment to: 
Nevada Magazine, Back Issues, 40 1 N. 
Carson L, Car on City, NV 8970 1. Be ure 
to specify which issue( ) you wish to receive 
and make check payable LO Nevada Magazine. 

Erickson 

Rober t E. Erickson once convinced a 
buddy it was po sible to drive north on 
dirt roads from U.S. 50 to Winnemucca, 

in a regular car, via Dixie Valley. "We made it, 
but just barely," recalls Bob, an avid evada 
explorer who has B.A. and M.A. degr es in 
geography from Fresno State. "We got tuck 
eve ral times in a 10-mile-long no-man ' land 

between the two most oudyi ng ranche . We r -
alized the ranchers in d1e north traveled into 

Winnemucca for suppl ie while those in the south went to Fallon ." 
Bob' love of geography and firsthand research led to his tory, 

"Ghost Town Lawmakers," in this issue. Last year Bob retired after 
20 yea1 as re earch di rector and resident historian of the Nevada 
Legi lature. "A number of times I was asked to re earch ob cure 
old-time legi lators, and I fo und it interesting d1at quite a few 
of I.h em hailed from places d1at no longer exi t. I grew really 
impres eel by those people. They were tough and farsighted." 

Today, Bob and his wife, J oy, divide time between home in 
a1 on City and Las Vegas, which gives him an excuse to drive lots 

of ru ral evada roads. Bob notes, "I tell fo lks that I might not re­
member everyone's nan1e, but I never forget a road I've been on." 

MARCH/APRIL 2005 NEVADA MAGAZINE 5 



LOUIS & LORRAINE ERREGUIBLE'S 

Since 1967 
Where The Locals Go 

AUTHENTIC BASQUE FOODS 
SERVED FAMILY STYLE 

Lunch: Tuesday thru Saturday, 
11 :30a .m. 2:30p.m. 

Dinner: Served Nightly, 
5:00p.m. 9:30p.m. 

BANQUET ROOMS FOR SPECIAL PARTIES 

Mo;or Credit Cords Accepted 

For Rese rvations 
PHONE 775-323-7203 
301 EAST FOURTH STREET 

FREE PARKING! JUST 3 BLOCKS FROM CASINOS 
I BLOCK FROM THE NATIONAi BOWLING STADIUM 

"RENO'S MOST UNIQUE 
DINING EXPERIENCE" 

4 141BLBl'S IEIBW. STOBB, II 
''The Wortd's Largest 

Gambling Superstore" 

Slots• 
Video Poker• Dice •Craps 

• Roulette• Blackjack • Poker Chips • 
Poker Chip Cases • Books Videos • Software 

\, 
, ........... J 

WE 
DO 

800(~~~t.~~~:~~Nt~9101 
Fax (702) 366-0329 • (702) 382-9903 

ggs@lasvegas.net 
-.gamblersgeneralstore.com 
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A bogus burial, dime spooks, and coyotes. 

Setting the Record Straight 
I thoroughl enj yed reading Robin 

Flinchum ' col rful article, "Murde r in the 
Red-Light Di trict," in the J an/ F b i u . 
Robin told a great LOI)' while un rav lin 
a 111 tery urrounding th hooting f 
pro titute I abel I-I ken in Rhyolite in 
I 90 and the location f h r fin al r ting 
place. 

Ye , Robin , too mu h of what pas es 
fo r hi tory in ada "i a lot of hooey" 
invented to dup tourists and n wcomers 
in the name of e lll rtainment. Because 
of Robin ' de tective in tincts and fin 
r ea r h wo rk, we now know that Heske tt 
is buried in Ballard , Washington , and no t 
in a grave b the Rhyolite depot. We can 
r greuably thank Mrs. He1 hel H i I r­
who owned much r Rh o lit wh n I was 
a teenag r growing up in Las Ve in the 
1960 and visiting the gho l lown and Mrs. 
Hei ler-fo r er a ting th grave a a 
touri l attrac tio n and playing tricks o n the 
living and the d ad . W can gratefully ac­
knowledge Robin Flinchum for e tting the 
r cord u-a ight and evada /Vlagazine fo r 
publi hing the l ry. 

ne mall co rrection in the tory: J ohn 
K. hambe1 , who wa lugg d by I abel 
H skin's boyfri end, Fr d kinn r, was the 
Manhattan ju ti e o f th pea and no t a 
distri tjudge. 

Guy Louis Rocha 
i tant dmini tra to r for r hive and 

Record , evada tat Libra11' and 
r hive , a1 on City 

Dime Spook Days 
I hav b n reading 'Vevada Wagazine 

fo r man ear , ince being turn d on to 
it by a native evadan back in the ' 0 . I 
d n 't think I have eve r nj ed an i ue 
mor than that of J an/ F b '05. The arti­
cle "Murd r in th Red-Light Disu-ict" b 
Robin Flinchum and "Dim p oks" b 
Bill Kroger bo th pok t o many of 111 

illl re ts that I can 't enum rate them all. 
I was a "dime p k" afte r I moved to 

Reno in 19 1, playing at th lape , 
Mone Tree, and Rive1 ide , movi ng o n to 
be a "quarte r ·p ok" aft r tho e e tabli h-
111 nts clo ed . I d n 't pla mu h crap 
anym re, the table limi ts and hou e ad­
vantage having taken the ir to ll over the 

Coyotes: intelligent, inquisitive , and vocal. 

I am a pha rma i l a l 
m evada dult M n tal H alth 

ervi and th h l of Talie ames Later 
Blues n K J R-Public Radio, but I think 
of th e a1 fondl , and thi arti I 
brought th m ba k fo r 111 • 

A Howling Welcome 

RogerSiugg 
Reno 

I read with grea t inte r t Linda Hiller 's 
arti le, "The Wily oyote," in the last i ue. 

city Ii k r from ali fo mia, m wife 
and I p n t mor than 40 yea1 va a tio n­
ing in evada. \i\ e fell in love with the tale 
and its d e rt lands ape. The fi rst time we 
aw a oyote, I stopped the car on the road. 

T he co ote gav u a ra th r intelligent, in­
qui itive I ok b fore aunte ring off. 

Ev n though we were camping in a te lll, 
the howling of coyote at night did no t 
provoke an fear but 1-ather gave u a en 
of omfort. We wer in their rea lm, and 
th wer I tting u know. oyote be ame 
o n f m favorite de e rt critters. I o n 
rea lized th r was also a 111 tiqu about 
them. 

We r ti red l nu-al outhem vada 
eight ars ago. Th we g t 

uJed in , I dr ve alone to th top of a 
me a. The r ad ended at a cli ff overlook­
ing a river vall with moun tain in the 
background. I g t out lO admire the view. 

PHOTO: Gail Bandin1 



As I approached the edge, the silence was 
brok n by the "yip, yip, yeooow" of a sin­
gle, un een coyote. It was one of those 
magical moments. Clearly the coyote was 
welcoming me to evada. 

Bar Bills 

John Yells 
Overton 

I couldn 't he lp but read every word in 
the J an/ Feb article about Bonnie Spring 
Old evada, "High Noon" by Kristine 
McKenzie in "Roadside Attractions." My 
husband and I discovered Bonni prings 
everal year ago on one of our trips to Las 

Vega , where we spent day traveling 
around to ee the many things evada 
has to offer. 

Bonnie prings was one of our greatest 
discoverie , but the picture of the saloon 
i nothing like what we saw. We had signed 
and placed everal 1 bills on the wall and 
the ceiling. o had several thou and other 
p ople. Have they changed the aloon to 
give it a more modern-day look? 

Each time we come to Vegas we vi it 
Bonnie prings for a bit of history and a 
cold drink. o, if they have changed our 
favorite place to get away, it wo n 't be the 
ame. 

George and Tonya Poling 
Laurelville, OH 

Ge01ge and Tonya, not to worry. There are two 
'hirst fJarlors al Bonni.e Springs Old evada. 
Ve pictured the saloon, whil.e you visited the BS 
iar; where the $1 bills remain on display.-Ed. 

tere's to Clean Air 
We are longtime subscribers and come 
Las Vegas several times a year~ u ually 

_aying at Treasure Island or the Mirage. 
/l/e think it is wonderful to have casinos 
tnd re tau rants that don 't al low smoking, 

noted in "Smoking or Non?" by Wilma 
...aRocca in May/June '04. Smoking i a 
1asty habit that kills people, and no one 
ants secondhand smoke to kill them. 

We live in Floiida, where no smoking is 
allowed in restaurants, and think it wou ld 
be wonderfu l if every tate had this rule. Tt 
is wonderf1.1l to have a meal and not to 
>mell that awfu l moke. 

Here' to a smoke-free environment. We 
ould all be a lot healthier. 

Sylvia Linscott 
J acksonvi lle, FL 

How to Submit Letters 
Readers are encouraged lo comment on stories and 
photos in the magazine. Wtile "Letters to the Edito1; " 

evada Magazine, 401 . Carson St., Suite JOO, 
Carson City, NV 89701-4291; Jax 775-687-6159; 

e-mail editor@neuadamagazine.com. 

NEVADA 
M AGAZINE 

Presents 

Best of 
Nevada 
2005 Official Ballot 

Seventh Annual Nevada Magazine 
Readers' Poll 

Cast Your 
Ballot! 

Attached to this page is your 2005 Nevada 
1\. Magazine "Best of Nevada" ballot. We 
want to know what you think are Nevada's 
best places and attractions-so please fill out 
the form and mail to Ballot Headquarters 
before March 23, 2005 The results will 
appear in the July I August 2005 issue (Best of 
the North) and September/ October 2005 
issue (Best of the South) 
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Gallery 

Marla Carr explores the far corners of Nevada. 
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R
eno photographer Marla Carr sees more of the Silver 

State than the average tourist. "I've been to all the 

corners of Nevada where normal people don't go and 

stay at places where people don't stay," Carr says. She is 

a volunteer driver for the crew of Wild Nevada, a public­

television adventure series produced by KNPB in Reno, 

and her husband, Jack Kelly, is executive producer of 

the show. "We moved to Nevada six years ago from the 

Midwest, and I just fell in love. This country has so many 

textures and lights and shadows." 

Carr photographed the Stone Mother at Pyramid Lake 

(opposite page) from a unique angle-she was riding in a 

boat with the TV cameraman. "It was a different perspec­

tive than you usually see because we were on the water," 

she says. One spring when Wild Nevada visited Great Basin 

National Park, Carr photographed a grove of aspen on 

Wheeler Peak (above). A thunderstorm had confined the 

members of the crew to their car, but when the rain finally 

stopped, Carr was able to shoot the trees as shafts of 

sunlight darted among the trunks. 

Although Carr doesn't make any money on the road with 

Wild Nevada, she likes to tag along. "My love is the rural 

areas, whether it's shooting old houses or bits and pieces 

of found art. That's what I love." -Joyce Hollister 
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People 
An author, a neon artist, a kids' advocate, and a man on a mission. 

Publisher for Kids 

Teachers often would ask children's 
book author Ellen Hopkins if she 
could recommend Nevada history 
books for kids. Few such books 

existed, so Hopkins proposed wntmg a 
histo1-y series on the Silver State. Her 
publisher turned it down. 

"They thought it was too regional," says 
Hopkins, who wrote Tarnished Legacy, a 
history of the Comstock for children. "So 
three years ago I started my own publish­
ing company." 

Hopkin ' Juniper Creek Publishing 
plans a spring issue of KaixoAmerika (Hello 
America), by Carson City author Heidi 
Ayarbe. The story fo llows Pierre, a Basque 
immigrant modeled after Ayarbe's grand­
father, who came to evacla to herd sheep. 
Forthcoming are Expwrers of the Silver State 
by Bill Schley of Reno and Nevada Rocks! by 
Emily de Giovanni of Sparks. 

"I hope I can show kids more about 
evada than they see outside their win­

dows," Hopkins says. Her free bimonthly 
newspaper, Three Leaping Frogs, goes to 
30,000 Northern evada schoolchildren. 
The kids read about the state's wildlife, 
famous people, history, and places. (Visit 
wwwjun ipercreekpubs.com for informa­
tion on the newsletter.) 

The parents of four, Hopkins and her 
husband , John, moved to Nevada from 
California in 1985. Five years later they 
moved from Lake Tahoe to Washoe Valley, 
where they are raising their seven-year-old 

Neon Crafter 

Children's book author Ellen Hopkins and her grandson Orion often visit the Carson City 
Library. She holds a copy of Crank, her latest young adult book. Hopkins started a publish­
ing company to produce children's books about Nevada history and culture. 

grandch ild, Orion, the son of their daugh­
ter Cristal. Hopkins' latest young-adult 
book, Crank, is based on Cristal's addiction 
to methamphetamine. Published by Simon 
& Schuster, Crank was placed on the top-10 
lists for Amazon young adu lt books for 
2004 and the American Bookselle1 Book 
Sense Pick for winter 2004-2005. Hopkins 
al o wi;te for newspapers, magazines, and 
a video production company. 

Hopkins teaches writing as an artist in 
residence for Nevada schools. At the start 
of each ses ion she asks, "How many of you 
want to be writers?" A couple of students 
usual ly rai e their hands. By the end of her 
weeklong course, half the class wi ll answer 
"ye ." Hopkins says, "If I can excite one 
or two kids about poetry, playwriting, jour­
nalism, or wi·iting books, I've done my 
job." -Krista Benjamin 

the glass and the vibrant colors of neon ." 
Donnelly quit dental school and became a 
neon journeyman. 

Over the past decade, Donnelly has 
honed her craft, bending delicate glass 
tube into brightly colored shapes. "It 
takes passion and patience," she explains. 
"You learn by getting your hands on the 
glass." 

T 
he next time you see the 
neon-guitar marquee at the 
Hard Rock Hotel in Las 
Vegas, think of Sheila 

Donnelly. A glass-bending artist at 
Young Elecu;c Sign Company, 
Donnelly is one of the craftspeople 
who created the Hard Rock guitar 
and other neon landmarks. 

Twelve years ago, Donnelly was 

Sheila Donnelly fell in love with the colors of 
neon and turned from dentistry to glass-bending. 

tudying dentistry and working in sales when she met a man who 
bent neon glass. "He let me run the pumps, which create the nec­
essary vacuum inside the neon tubes," recalls the 38-year-old Las 
Vegas resident. "I just fe ll in love \\rith neon. I always loved art, 
and with neon I discovered a way to express my artistic side in 

Donnelly collects classic neon business 
and beer signs, restores old Route 66 neon , 
and teaches neon glass-bending. If you've 

ever wanted to try creating neon art, visit Donnelly at the Hot 
Glass Works, where she teaches, across from the Luxor. 

Donnelly's work is visible nightly at Boulder Station, Sun et 
Station, and Jimmy Buffett's Margaritaville. Her creation wi ll 
soon light the Silverton and Wyn n Las Vegas.-Gmgory A. Kompes 
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Irish Scribe _________ _ 

P atrick Mulreany owns the Carson 
Valley Inn in Minden , but the 60-
year-old entrepreneur has a passion 
that has nothing to do with gaming. 

He 's on a mission to save the dying 2,500-
year-old Irish language. 

Mulreany says the language is till being 
taught as an elective in universitie but is 
disappearing due to the influx ofEnglish­
speaking people to Ireland in the 16th, 
17th, and 18th centuries. At one time it 
was illegal to speak the country's three 
dialects. 

"The vast majority of the people in 
Ire land speak English as their first lan­
guage," Mulreany says. "There are small 
pockets of native speakers in isolated 
areas, but their numbers are decreasing 
rapidly." 

During the past 23 years, Mulreany has 
created an electronic dictionary he calls 
"Cleacht," or "Gaelic Language Dictionary 
with Expedient Access to a Comprehensive 
List of Headword and Translations." From 
hi home in Smith Valley, 35 miles south 
of Minden, he began with the existing 
50,000 word in the Irish dictionary and 
added such linguistic bits as synonyms and 

antonyms, which so far number about 
300,000. 

He note several words that can be used 
on St. Patrick's Day. One of the Irish words 
for luck is adh, pronounced "ah." Want 
a bit of luck? Try "Fraisfn den adh." Or 
better yet, a stroke ofluck-"Beangan den 
adh." 

Mulreany, who immigrated to America 
from Ireland when he was 15, cofounded 
a computer company before moving to 

evada. He takes his succe s as a hotel­
casino operator in stride. The Carson 
Valley Inn celebrated its 20th anniversary 
last August. 

'Tm not involved in the day-to-day run­
ning of the inn ," Mulreany says. "My wife, 
J eane, goes there twice a week to make 
sure things are running smoothly." 

As for the dictionary, it is currently 
being reviewed by the Irish government 
for accuracy and may be available com­
mercially in 2006. "There was never any in­
tention to publish tl1e material in book 
form ," he says. Part of his agreement with 
Irish officials bars him from publishing it 
in print fom1. Eventually his work can be 
visited at www.gleacht.com, which he esti-

Patrick Mulreany works on his electronic 
Gaelic dictionary at his Smith Valley home. 

mates will be available sometime this year. 
"The satisfaction I get," Mulreany ays, 

"comes from giving something back to the 
Irish language and culture." 

-Ann Henderson 

An Ardent Advocate 

Miss Nevada 2003 Christina O'Neil crowns 
Elizabeth Muto as Miss Nevada 2004. 

PHOTOS: Lisa J . Tolda (top), Brad Horn (bottom) 

W
hen Elizabeth Muto visits her 
fami ly in Reno, she puts on 
her ath letic shoes. "I like to 
run, hike, catch bugs, and look 

for lizards with my dog," says the reigning 
Miss evada. 

The outdoor activities give Muto a 
break from her fast-paced life in Las 
Vegas, where after work she volunteers up 
to 20 hours a week with children's pro­
grams. Muto, 24, who was crowned Miss 
Nevada lastJuly, has an affinity for abused 
and neglected kids. As a 10-day-old infant 
Muto was abandoned at the Reno airport 
and adopted 18 month's later by Tom and 
Catherine Muto. 

It's not surprising tl1at Muto's platform 
at the Miss evada pageant focused on 
kids. Muto developed and copyrighted 
HELP (Heal, Evaluate, Love, and 
Progress), a program to aid children with 
troubled pasts. "I want to encourage chi l­
dren and tell them they're not alone and 
tl1at their dreams can come true despite 
adversity," she says. 

A former Miss Las Vegas and Miss Black 
SA, Muto is the first African-American 

Miss Nevada. She gained national atten­
tion for her extraordinary fami ly back-

ground and has appeared in j et and Star 
and on television worldwide. 

Although her year representing the 
Silver State is drav.~ng to a close, Muto 
continues to work with programs such as 
the Children's Cabinet in Reno, St.Jude's 
Ranch for Children in Boulder City, and 
Project Cuddle, a national program that 
finds homes for abandoned babies. In 
February, Muto began sen~ng as tl1e 
director of development for Boys and 
Girls Town USA in Las Vegas, which she 
calls her "dream job." 

The scholarsh ips Muto earned from 
the Miss Nevada pageant will allow her to 
pay off her student loans. She graduated 
from UNLV with a bachelor's degree in 
international business. She also speaks 
J apanese, French , Spanish, and sign 
language. 

''You've got to go where your strengths 
are," Muto says with a laugh . "I can't do 
math, so I did languages." 

Muto, who is eyeing graduate school, 
loves the city life in Las Vegas. "But I do 
enjoy going home," she says. " orthern 

evada is where my memories are. My 
tomboy tendencies can come out, and I 
can play."-]oyce Hollister 
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Roadside Attractions 
Penguins in Las Vegas, Tahoe clowns, and a Yerington locomotive. 

Teaming witlt 
Adventure 
RENO-Competitors will be carbo load­
ing and maxing the cardio in preparation 
for Nevada Passage, a made-for-1V ad­
venture to be held May 19-24 in rural 
Nevada. Two-pe1 on teams, each made up 
of one man and one woman, wi ll compete 
for points in six events that wi ll be taped 
for broadcast on national television be­
ginning in Augu t. 

The events compri e a statewide recre­
ational marathon. Participants wi ll rock 
climb in Red Rock anyon, pi lot personal 
watercraft on Lake Mead, and go on a 
four-wheel-drive treasure hunt near Ely. 
They wi ll bike and hike Lamoille Canyon, 
andboard on Sand Mountain near Fallon, 

and kayak the Truckee River from Verdi to 
Reno, finis hi ng at the Truckee River 
Whitewater Park. 

''Viewers wi ll ee evada as we have 
never shown it before: a rugged adventure 
land cape that's al o very beautiful," says 
Bruce Bommarito, executive director of 

ished stainless steel set a sophisti 
tone for MGM Grand's new nig 
the Teatro Euro Bar on the 
Walk. The December 2004 grand 
ing celebration was hosted by R8c 
Usher, who welcomed celebrities 
as Paris Hilton, the band Maroon 
Nick Lachey of MTV's Newlvw.scarll 

The night spot presents liY 
tronic music early in the eveni 
DJ (right) until closing. The cham 
bar becomes a stage for g 
dancers every half hour beginni 
11 :30 p.m. Guests may order d 
cocktails at the bar or be served 
side. 

Teatro ("theater" in Italian) is 
daily except Wednesday from 6 
until the wee morning hours. Calt-7 
891 -3695 for table reservations. 
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Two-person teams will bike, hike, kayak, and sandboard during Nevada Passage. 

the evada Commission on Tourism, the 
event's ponsor. evada Pas age i coordi­
nated by TEAM Unlimited, producer of 
the Nis an XTERRA SA Champion hip 
Race held each fal l at Lake Tahoe, and 

R&R Partner , a public relations and mar­
keting firm. At www.nevadapa age.com 
you can see cour e map , photo , televi-
ion chedules, and trailers. The site also 

ha links for evada outdoor recreation. 

SQUAW VALLEY-Tahoe vi it rs looking for a hip 

apres-ski vibe wi ll find it at the PlumpJack Balboa Cafe 

on the plaza across from Squaw Valley USA's main 

ticket portal. The cafe is a sister restaurant to the 

Plumpjack Cafe in an Francisco and at the 

Plumpjack Inn in Olympic Valley. For skiers used to a 

quick burger and a beer, the cafe offers upscale bisu-o-

tyle food and a relaxing atmosphere. 

You can order duck confit que adillas from the bar 

menu or dine on steak with garlic frie and chicken 

cordon bleu in I.he dining room. The cafe has a long 

wine list, and bartenders concoct after-<linner drinks 

like the utty Professor (Frangelico and Kahlua in 

coffee \\~ th whipped cream). The Balboa Deli serves 

breakfast and lunch, and skiers and boarders often eat 

on the patio on sunny days. Located at the base of 

KT-22, Plumpjack Balboa Cafe i open daily. Call 530-

583-5850 or visit www.plumpjack.com for infonnation. 

PHOTO: Nevada Commission on Tourism (top) 



Travel Briefs 
Sake Bonanza 

Sake lovers can drink a new sake a day for 

two months and not taste the same one at 

Shibuya, a Japanese restaurant at MGM 

Grand in Las Vegas. Shibuya stocks 60 of the 

world's finest sakes and serves Japanese­

influenced cocktails such as the Kah Pah, a 

cucumber sorbet shaken with sake and 

vodka. The menu includes sushi, teppan, 

and a la carte items. Shibuya is open daily 

for d inner. Call 702-891 -3001 for information. 

Bark Park at Reno Airport 
Dogs can take a break at the new Gate K-

9 Bark Park at the Reno-Tahoe International 

A irport. The landscaped park provides fresh 

water to dogs, "mutt mitts" to owners for 

cleaning up after their pets, and a fire hy­

drant. To reach the Gate K-9 Bark Park, dog 

owners follow painted paw prints on the 

sidewalk at the north end of baggage claim. 

Blooming Desert 
Although heavy rains last summer caused 

damage to roads into Death Valley 

Nat ional Park, the deluge has set the stage 

for the park's best show of wildflowers in 

eight years, with the bloom peaking in early 

March. California State Route 190 between 

Furnace Creek and Death Valley Junction is 

expected to reopen soon. Meanwhile access 

from the east is via California SR 178 and 

Nevada SR 374 and 267 Call 760-786-3200 

or visit www.nps.gov/deva for updates. 

Exhibition News 
The life and career of one of Nevada's 

longest serving and most influential U.S. 

senators is explored in '" Silver Key' 

Pittman: Nevada's Frontier Statesman" at 

the Nevada Historical Society's museum in 

Reno until April 30. Pittman, born in 1872 in 

Vicksburg, Mississippi, joined the Klondike 

gold rush as a miner and lawyer before mov­

ing to booming Tonopah in 1902. He was 

elected to the U.S. Senate in 1913 and 

served until his death in 1940. The Nevada 

Historical Society, at 1650 North Virginia 

Street on the University of Nevada, Reno 

campus, is open 10 a.m. to 5 p .m. Monday 

to Saturday. Call 775-688-1190 for details. 

The Nevada Museum of Art in Reno pre­

sents " Mapping the Pacific Coast: 

Coronado t o Lewis and Clark, the Quivera 

Collection" until April 17 The exhibition 

documents the mapping of the West Coast 

of North America with maps, books, and il­

lustrations dating from 1544 to 1802. The 

museum, at 160 West Liberty Street in Reno, 

is open daily. Call 775-329-3333 for 

information on museum shows. 

PHOTOS: Nevada Museum of Art (top), Tony Aloi (bottom) 

Maxfield Parrish 
Prellliere in Reno 
RENO-The Nevada Museum of Art will 
host the West Coast premiere of 
"Maxfield Parrish: Master of Make­
Believe," a retrospective of Parrish 's work 
that is touring the United States through 
2006. The exhibition featu res more than 
80 pieces from American museums and 
private collection and include idealized 
landscapes and calendar and book illu -
trations. A highlight is a selection of 
rarely seen murals, including North Wal~ 
commissioned by Gertrude Vanderbilt 
Whitney. 

Parrish (1870-1966) studied fine art 
and architecture and experimented with 
photography. He launched his career 
with two book illu tration projects, Poems 
of Chi/,dhood by Eugene Field and Italian 
Villas and Their Gardens by Edith 
Wharton. The exhibition includes an 
early study for Italian Villas, in which 
Pan-ish painted directly on a photograph 
to master the architectural details. In the 
1920s he was noted for his magazine cov­
ers for Collier's, Ladies Horne j ournal, Life, 
Scribner's, and Cosmoj1olitan. "Maxfield 
Parrish: Master of Make-Believe," which 
is sponsored by the Reno-Sparks 
Convention and Visitors Authori ty, wi ll 

"Violetta and the Knave" by Maxfield 
Parrish is among the works appearing at 
t he Nevada Museum of Art in Reno. 

appear April 30 to June 26 at the evada 
Mu eum of Art. Va1;ous hotel packages 
that include exhibition tickets can be 
re erved by calling 800-4-RENO or by 
logging onto www.renotahoe.com or 
www. nevadaart.org. 

Feeding 
Tillle 
African penguins are fed 

by a keeper at the 

Flamingo Hotel's 
Wildlife Habitat in Las 

Vegas. The birds, along 

with Chilean flamingos, 

parrots, swans, ducks, 
koi, and turtles, live in a 

tropical environment 
with islands and water­

falls near the hotel pool. 

Admission is free, and 
the habitat is open daily. 
Call 800-732-2111 or 

visit www.flamingolas 
vegas.com for 

information. 
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Birdwatchers will be able to see American avocets (above) and other shore­
birds that feed in the wetlands of the Lahontan Valley near Fallon. 

Railway Engine Returns 
YERINGTON-Locomotive o. 6 is back in Yerington. The engine, 
built in 1929, was used in the con truction of Hoover Dam in the 1930s 
before being purchased by the evada Copper Belt Railway in 1945. The 

CBR cea ed its Mason Valley operations two years later. The Pacific 
Locomotive Association tored the locomotive at its California yard until 
donating it to the Lyon County Museum in 2001. The locomotive was 
shipped to the Yerington city yard, where it was renovated by voluntee1 , 
and put on di play in a new bui lding at the mu eum on Main treet. 

Rail road buffs can see period photos of o. 6 and other locomotive 
and car that ferried ore, freight, and passengers on CBR' 40 miles 
of track beginning in 1909. Alo displayed are tickets, lante rns, ra ilroad 

Rico Sacchini stands next to the 
renovated NCBR Locomotive No. 6. 

chedules, and freight way-
bills. A May 2, 1925, letter 
from the American Locomo­
tive Company gently reminds 

BR official that a new lo­
comotive will be delivered 
upon tll e receipt of 2,500. 

The Lyon Coun ty Museum 
is open 2 to 4 p.m. Thursday 
to unday and 10 to 4 on 
Saturday from April to 

ovembe r. Tours can be 
arranged by calling 775-463-
6576. Visit www.yerington.net 
for inforn1ation on tlle Yering­
ton museum.-j oyce Hollis/er 

FALLON-Spring is one of the best times to go 
birdwatching in the Lahontan Valley Wetlands, 60 
miles east of Reno. Shorebirds begin arriving in 
March, with migration peaking in April. Land birds 
begin to filter into the Fallon area in mid-April , 
continuing into May. 

Birdwatchers can expect to see avocets, stil ts, 
andpipers, dowitchers, and other wetland species. 

Falcons take advantage of the growing cone ntra­
tion of shorebirds, and resident birds such as hou e 
wrens, black-headed gro beaks, and Bullock's ori­
ole begin breeding. 

Although Carson Lake and the Stillwater 
ational Wildlife Refuge are well-known viewing 

pots, other birdwatching area include Big and 
Little Soda Lakes, the Carson River Diversion Dam, 
S-Line Reservoir, Harmon Re ervoir, and Fallon 

aval Air Station Nature Trail. 
To obtain a Birding in the Lahontan Vall.ey Wetlands 

brochure, call the Fallon onvention and Tourism 
Authority at 800-874-0903 or vi it www.fallon 
touri m.com. 

You can obtain the brochure and make rese rva­
tions for tours during the annual Spring Wings Bird 
Fe tival (May 13-15) by calling the Stillwate r 

ational Wildlife Refuge, 775-428-6452. Vi it tlle 
event's Web site, www.sp1ingwing .org, for details. 

Clowning Around 

Spectators will see clowns and other colorfully 

costumed participants in the Tahoe City Parade 

on Saturday, March 5, during the annual North 

Lake Tahoe Snow Festival. The winter carnival on 

March 4-13 will offer such events as the Polar Bear 

Swim, Great Ski Race, and Monster Dawg Pull. Visit 

www.tahoesnowfestival.com for a schedule. 
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Ancient Art Tours 

LAS VEGAS-Visitors to Southern evada 
can take monthly guided tours to see 
nearly 100 panels of ancient rock art in 
Valley of Fire State Park. "These particu­
lar images are probably between 800 and 
2,000 years old , but some could be much 
older," says Alanah Woody, executive d i­
rector of the evada Rock Art Foundation, 
which sponsors the tours. 

To create the valley's extensive rock art, 
also known as petroglyph , ative 
American chipped pattern in the and-
tone' "desert varnish" patina, reveali ng 

the red iron oxide underneath. Many of 
the images depict animals, but others are 
a mystery, and experts can only speculate 
about the marking ' significance. 

The tours take place on the econd 
Saturday of the month through May and 
will resume in October. Call 775-315-5497 
to make a re enration. 

3-D Thrills 
RENO- udience skim down a glacier or 
journey deep into the Earth thanks to two 
new 3-D movi at Boomtown's Family Fun 
Center. Glacier Run takes an icy ride be­
neath the lights of the urora Boreali 
whi le journt!)' lo the Center of the Earth 
plunge viewer into the planet' core 
through a maze of cavern and steel 
shafts. 

The new fi lms join a lineup of three 
other multidimensional movies, Cosmic 
Coaslel; Haunted Mine Sha.ft, and Magic 
Carpet Ride. The movies rotate every 15 
minutes beginning at noon; the cost is 
4.50 per person. The center al o has a 

Ferris wheel, Maxflight Virtual Reality 
Coaster, antique carou el, more than 200 
video games, a snack bar, and party room. 
Passes co t 7 and 14. 

The Family Fun Center opens daily at 
Boomtown, even miles wet of Reno on 
Interstate 80. Call 800-648-3790 or vi it 
www.boomtownfuncenter.com for infor­
mation and party d iscounts. 

No need to pick up the phone or even lick a stamp-simply 
visit us online at www.nevadamagazine.com to: 

Renew your subscription 

Buy Gift Subscriptions fo r family and friends 

Start a New Subscription with our special online offer 

A one-year subscriptio n is only sl9.95-Lhat's six issues packed with 
outstanding color photographs, exciting travel tips, intriguing historical 
articles, and complete events and shows Ii tings fo r th en tire tate. 

Visit us on the web today! 
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ale Tale 
Super-high rollers and their casino hosts are special breeds, 

as described 1n this excerpt from Whale Hunt in the Desert: 
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The Secret Las Vegas of Superhost Steve Cyr. 

By Deke 
Castleman 

The host with the most, UNLV grad Steve 
Cyr has hobnobbed with famous players 
from Michael Jordan to Larry Flynt. Top 
left: The entrance to the Las Vegas 
Hilton's lavish Verona Suite. Left: The 
symbols of whaledom: a private jet for the 
trip to Vegas and a stretch limo fo r your 
in-town ride. 

PHOTOS: Las Vegas Hilton (top left), Huntington Press 



S 
omewhere along the line, the term 
whale was inserted into the gam­
bling lexicon to describe the biggest 
bettors in the casino universe. In the 
lingo, "whale" denotes the world's 

richest men and women (but mostly men) 
who play casino games at the highe t al­
lowable take . 

o one knows for certain how many of 
these highe t of high rollers there are. The 
largest table-game bet currently taken in 
Las Vegas is 250,000, but only seven or 

ousines-stocked witl1 Dom Perignon and 
Beluga caviar-to places uch as the 
Mansion at MGM Grand, among the 
world's mo t exclusive accommodations. 
There, concierges, VIP hostesses, casino 
hosts, casino executive , limo drivers, but­
lers, and personal chefs cater to their every 
whim. 

Whales can receive as much a 250,000 
in free play simply for walking t111"ough a 
casino's door, witl1 the promi e of up to a 
20-percent di count on their gambling 

lo e . If they don't feel like par­
taking in private dinner parties 
prepared in person in their 
15,000-square-foot pentl1ouse vil­
las by flambe, salad, and pastry 
chefs, tl1ey can strut their stuff 
into five-star restaurants and 

tens, then speaks to Kirsti , a Hilton VIP 
ho tess, about a suite assignment. "OK, I'm 
on my way. I'll be there in five minute . 
Hold tight." He pauses, then ays, "Relax, 
Kirsti! Who' the man, baby? I'll handle it." 

He hurries down toward the stage and 
gives a thumbs-up to Mr. A. ( nless the 
two are extremely friend ly, a casino guy ad­
d.re se his player by the first initial of his 
la t name. Calling him by his first name i 
too familiar, while using his full last name 
could, inadvertently, compromise his pri­
vacy.) Cyr signals that he 's got to run , but 
he ' ll be back in a while. Then he blow 
through the casino and out the front door, 
where his silver Trans Am sits at the curb, 
as if he 's the only car owner who hap­
pened to drive to the 600-room Hard Rock 
tl1at Saturday night. He dukes off a 10- pot 

The largest table-game bet currently taken in 

Las Vegas is $250,000, but only seven or eight human 
blue whales can handle that kind of action. 

scribble their names on 20,000 
dinner and drink tabs. 

The casino employee who 
hunts, harpoons, and harvests 
the whale is the casino market­
ing executive, also known as the 
player-development rep1·esenta­
tive and ho t. pwards of 500 
hosts ply their trade in Las Vegas. 
And of them all, the host among 
hosts, the manipulator among 
manipulators, the champion har­
pooner in the modern-day whale 
hunt in the desert is a character 
named Steve Cyr. 

Spacious and splendidly appointed suites are among 
the enticements that resorts use to reel in whales. 
Above is a sitting room in the Hilton's Sky Villas. 

S
teve Cyr (pronounced seer) is 
tanding at the back of the 

joint, the Hard Rock casino's 
chic concert hall. He's rocking 
out to the wailing guitars and 
pounding drums of a makeshift 
band consisting of a blackjack 
high roller and three of his mu­

eight human blue whale can handle that 
kind of action. The econd tratum top 
out at 150,000 per hand, a level manage­
able by up to 50 players worldwide. A hun­
dred more can "fade" 100,000 a hand. 

Theirs is a firmament of 35-person en­
tourage , flown in to Las Vegas on busine 
jets, private airliners, or chartered jumbos. 
Th y're huttled by fleets of stretch lim-

PHOTO: Hunting ton Press 

sician friends. It's been a dream of this 
player, Jeff Armstrong, to perform at the 
Joint, and Cyr sold the idea to the Hard 
Rock bosses. In ren1rn, Arm t.rong will 
spend a couple of hours at the tables bet­
ting 10,000 a hand. But for now, he's 
up on stage, opening for the Fabulous 
Thunderbirds. 

Cyr's cell phone rings. He answers, lis-

to tl1e parking attendant in me valet cubi­
cle, who hands him his keys. He hop in 
the car and peels out for points north. 

At tl1e Las Vegas Hilton, Cyr head 
down the back hallway that connects 
the Sky Villa elevators to the Hilton ' 

high-limit pit. He slides through a ide 
door and st.rolls toward the lone dice table 
in the far corner of tl1e room, out of place 
among all tl1e baccarat and blackjack 
games. It sounds wrong, too: The crap­
table cacophony disturbs the typically 
tense and tempered air of a high-roller 
room. 

Whooping it up at the table are Moe 
Cohn and a half-dozen of his dice- hoot­
ing cronies. The etup is complete witl1 
a full crap crew-two dealers, tickman, 
boxman, and floorman-and the highest 
maximums in the dice universe. Cohn i 
Cyr's new biggest player, with a 10 million 
line of casino credit. He's the CEO of a 
major California corporation, and he has 
the gambling gene. 

Tonight's his first time playing at the 
Hilton. Cyr has already met him at the 
airport witl1 a limo and a 5,000 bottle of 
Chateau Lafite Rothschild; ushered him 
up to tl1e 13,200-square-foot Tu cany Villa; 
made sure his credit line was ready at the 
cage; secured a reservation for eight at Le 
Montrachet, tl1e Hi lton's tres chic French 
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After a busy night at the tables, t he fortunate Hilton player can retreat to the comfortable 
bedroom of the 1 S.400-square-foot Verona Suite in the Sky Villas. The resort calls the 
Ve rona, perched on the 30th floor, the largest hotel suite in the world . 

re taurant at that time (it no longer ex­
i ts); and had the crap table moved into 
the high-limit room (the first time such a 
thing had ever been done at the Hilton). 

The hoopla from the players indicates 
that the tabl 's hot. Cyr stands back a bit 
at first and watche as Cohn tos e the cost 
of a new Cadillac across the crap layout. 
The boxman, Mel, signal Cyr with three 
fingers pointing up: He 's ahead 300 large. 

Cyr's mento1 , the old-school Las Vegas 
ho ts and operations bo ses, taught him 
that you don 't host a sucker while he's 
gambling. You don't hang out at the table. 
You never distract him. You let him play his 
game. When he 's through, you can do all 
the hosting you want. But yr ha never 
ubsc1ibed to the conventional wisdom. 

He's especially irreverent wh n it comes to 
the gospel according to the old school. He 
enjoy hanging around his players at the 
game . He gets a thrill out of watching 
whales make bets the size of an average 
worker's annual wage. 

Cyr gets caught up in the love. He cuts 
into the middle of the table and starts 
whooping it up and high-fiving Mr. C and 
hi cronies as they make their points. 

By 1994,Jimmy Newman, head honcho 
at the Hilton , had been marketing to 
international whales for nearly a 

decade. During that time, all he had in his 
lodging invento11' were the nine Classic 

uites on the 29th floor. Built in 1986, they 
were aging and small at 1,200 to 2,000 
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square feet. ewman de perately needed 
big villas to accommodate ian high 
rollers, many of whom wanted to come in 
larg groups. And he got them . 

The largest of the 30th floor ky Villas, 
the Verona, i 15,400 quare feet; Hilton 
marketing claim it's the large t hotel suite 
in the world. The Verona features 30-foot­
high neo-Michelangelo-style hand-painted 
ceiling , three bedrooms, three and a half 
bathrooms, two hot tub , two fireplaces, a 
huge living room, cozy media room, a 
glassed-in obs rvation area 
overlooking the trip, a 
2,000-pound marble din­
ing-room table (it's not 
among the expensive trin­
kets that the Hilton fears • 
will di appear), more 
tons of marble for the 
floors, pillars, column , 
arches, pedestals, coun­
ters, and statues, and 
gold gold gold­
lam ps, chairs, faucets, 
even gold-threaded 
pillowcases. t the 
touch of a remote, 
high-definition TVs appear 
from hidden consoles at the fe t of the 
beds. The 85,000 Bo endorfer grand 
piano had to be airlifted in during con­
struction, before the roof was s aled. 

One wing of the Verona Villa is built 
around an outdoor pool and garden; slid­
ing glass doo1 from the master bedroom 

open onto the "back yard." There's a swim­
ming pool and two hot tubs, plus a pond 
with koi (large goldfi h that symbolize luck 
and longevity to Asians), barbecue grill, 
sumptuous turf with room for two remov­
able tent pavilions, and a fountain. 

One night a whale wa wa ted, and Cyr 
and a butler literally had to help him into 
the ack in the Verona's master bedroom. 
He woke up the next morning in a huge 
room he didn 't recognize, and couldn't re­
member how he 'd gotten there. He called 
his butler and said, "What did you put 
in tl1e champagne la t night? I must be 
dreaming. I keep h aring the ound of a 
lawnmower outside." 

The butler responded, "Well , ir, they're 
cutting your gra s." 

'Tm at the top of a tower, aren't I?" 
"Yes, sir, but you've got a big back yard. 

Hit tl1e button on tl1e con ole next to your 
bed to open the drapes"-and there was 
th landscaping crew tidying up the large 
lawn on tl1e roof of the Hilton. 

For more than six year , the ky Villas 
couldn 't be rented for any amount of 
money. Cyr once had the following con­
ve1 ation with Bill Gate , who wanted to 
stay in the Verona during tl1e huge 
Comdex convention, at wh ich he u ually 
makes tl1e keynote speech: 

Gates: "How much to rent one of the 
Sky Villas?" 

yr: "Son1', Mr. G. They're not for rent. " 
Gates: "Really? ot even for twenty 

tl1ousand, twenty-five thousand , a night?" 
Cyr: "No, sir. The Villa are re erved for 

players who bet twenty-five thou and a 
hand." 

These days, though, you can pay to 
stay in tl1e Vi llas. The Verona run 

17,500 per night, but if 
you tay three nights, you 
get a 2,500-per-night 
price break, o it'll only set 

you back 45 large for a 
long weekend. 

The preceding was adapted 
from Whale Hunt in the 
De ert: The Secret La Vegas 
of Superhost Steve Cyr, in 
which Deke Cast/.eman reveals the 
evolution of the casino host and the 

slo1i.es of men and women wlw bet 
$20,000 a hand. Whale Hunt in 
the De ert (336 pages, 12 photos, 

$24.95 hardcove1; /SB 0-929712-91-9) was 
published this spring by Huntington Press, 
3687 South Procyon Avenue, Las Vegas, NV 
89103. For details call 800-244-2224 or visit 
www.lasvegasadvisor.com. The author is senior 
editor of the Las Vegas Advisor. 

PHOTO: Las Vegas Hilton 
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·valid March 1 -April 30, 2005. Offer not valid April 21 ·23, 2005. Room rate offer excludes holidays and blackout dates as determined by Harrah's Laughlin. Min. two-night consecutive stay. 
Room rates based on single or double occupancy. Standard room only, North Tower. Changes to tower selection, room type or occupancy is based on availability and may require additional charge. Management reserves the 
right to alter this offer without prior notice. Additional restrictions may apply. Entertainment: Rhinestone Cowgirls: Mon. Tues. & Thurs. - Sat. at 8pm (dark Wed . & Sun.) Showgirls: Thurs. - Sat. at 10pm; must be 18 years 

or older. Must be 21 or older to gamble. Know When To Stop Before You Start.® Gambling Problem? Call 1-800·522-4700. ©2005, Harrah's Operating Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 003-152-04 



Ghost 
Town ......_I awmakers 
Some of Nevada's most notable legislators hailed from 

Hamilton, Tybo, and other town 

that no longer exist. 

By Robert E. Erickson 

When Mineral County voters 
elected George B. Ackerman 
to the evada Assembly in 
1916, his place of residence 

was Marietta, a tiny min ing town who e 
best days were long past. During hi first 
and only legislative e sion in Carson City 
Ackerman maintained a rather unkempt 
appearance. With a pe1-petual five o'clock 
shadow and lit cigarette in his mouth , the 
well-traveled agricultural journalist and en­
trepreneur was easy to spot mingling with 
colleagues in the halls of the State Capitol. 

Legislator Levi Syphus lived in the old Mormon farming town of St. Thomas and gained 
a reputation as an expert on water law. St. Thomas later was covered by Lake Mead . 

But Ackerman, a former Boston Herald writer and Sparks Forum 
editor, was a man who advocated change. In the 1917 es ion he 
introduced the bill that created the state highway department. 
His other measures weren't successful, but they were far ighted. 
One would have prevented elected officials from receiving salary 
increa e during their terms of office. Another called for the 

? 
registration of all motor vehicles in evada as 

well as the establi hment of tatewide speed 
limits for motorists-not to exceed 12 mph in 
towns or 30 mph in the country. 

If Ackerman was ahead of hi time, so was his 
hometown of Marietta. Today the primary resi-
dents of Marietta, located on a salty flat we t of 

Tonopal1, are the 80 burros that occupy the first 
official wild burro range in the United tales. 

Ackerman was one of about 180 evada 
legislators whose place of residence, mostly gold 

and silver camps, currently qualify for that great 
evada distinction of being ghost towns. Since 1864, 

the year evada became a tate, 2,056 individuals 
have been elected to the Legislature from approxi­
mately 154 citie , towns, and settlements. Today, 78 
of tho e communities- lightly more than half-are 

con idered gho t town (see map on page 22). 
Early-day evada lawmakers who hailed from such 

Assemblyman George B. Ackerman of Marietta was 
depicted by Reno cartoonist Lew Hymers in 1917 
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place as Bull ion, Cornucopia, Gold Mountain, Lucky Boy, Ruby 
Hill , Treasure City, and Wonder saw their town abandoned when 
the mines played out or more glorious strikes were announced 
elsewhere. Often the legislators who were in tl1e mining business 
moved on to otl1er future gho t towns. 

For years state law ensured that a veritable legion oflegislators 
would hail from the hinterlands. Before the "one man, one vote" 
reapportionment of 1965, each of evada's 17 counties had at 
least one enator and one Assembly member. 

Like Ackerman, a number of ghost town lawmaker showed a 
knack for the job during the evada Legi lature's biennial es­
ions in ar on City. L vi Walter yphus, who erved in both the 
late Senate and Assembly and became known as the fatl1er of 
evada water law, lived in the old Mormon ettlement of St. 

Thomas, which later was covered by Lake Mead. 
Atone pointSyphus lived in one county while representingan­

otl1e 1~ apparently without controversy. In 1908 the Democratic as­
semblyman was elected to the State Senate rep1-e enting Lincoln 
County, but during the 1909 session St. Thomas became part of 
tl1e new Clark County (with Las Vegas the county seat) created 
by the Legi lature . Syphus thereby became the fir t state senator 
to reside in Clark County. However, he continued to represent 
Lincoln in 1911 even though he actually lived in Clark, which of­
fic ially was represented by Senator George Bergman of Nelson. 

As a state senator, Syphus was known for his expertise in water 
matters. Later, as plans for Hoover Darn progres ed, the .S. 
Bureau of Reclamation appointed Syphus to a three-member 
commission to appraise private property in and around St. 

PHOTO: Nevada State Museum. ILLUSTRATION: Nevada State Library and Archives/Lew Hymers 



The speaker of the Assembly in 1893, 
Thomas Jefferson Bell lived in Tybo, 
Grantsville, Cloverdale, Midas, and 
Berlin-all ghost towns today. 

Many old-time 
Nevada lawmakers 

saw their towns 
abandoned when the 

mines played out. 
Assemblywoman Jewel Parsons and her husband, Elton, operated a well-known gas stop at 
Coaldale, 41 miles west of Tonopah. Parsons was the only female ghost town legislator. 

PHOTOS: Nevada State Museum (top). Nevada State Library and Archives (top right). Central Nevada Historical Society (left and right) MARCH/APRIL 2005 NEVADA MAGAZI E 21 



T homas before the town di appeared under the waters backed 
up by Hoover Dam. Interestingly, due to the current drought in 
the West, Syphu ' hometown has reemerged as Lake Mead's 
shoreline has receded, and touri ts can visit the weedy town site 
and its old foundations. 

South ofTonopah stand the ruin of another ghost town once 
repre ented by a Tevada lawmaker. After driving a few mile 
west of Lida Summit on State Route 266, motori ts wi ll spot 

rock walls and a historic marker. The prospectors who fou nd si l­
ver there in 1866 named the place Palmetto, mistaking the J oshua 
trees for small palms. 

On ly one Palmetto reside n t served in the Legislature: 
Assemblyman S. J. Davis, a member of the Union Party, in 1869. 
Like many early legislators elected from transient towns, Davis 
was more concerned about local affairs than the big picture. That 
session his primary effort was a resolution urging Nevada's 
Congressional delegation to establish semiweekly mail service 
from Belmont to Aurora by way of San Antonio, Pratt, and 
Palmetto. Today, all those places are ghost towns or nea rly so. 

Legislators from remote Nevada towns found the trek to Carson 
City long and difficu lt, particu la rly in J anuary, when sessions 

Some early-day 
legislators undoubtedly saw 

Carson as a more civilized place 
to spend the winter. 

began. The first lawmaker , who traveled to Carson by horseback 
or stagecoach, were reimbursed 40 cents per mile for one round 
trip per session; the rate was lowered to 15 cents by the 1890s. 

Later they made the journey by ra il when possible. When 
Assemblyman WJ. Dooley traveled from now-deserted Delamar, 
southwest of Cal iente, to Carson City for the 1899 session, he was 
reimbursed for an aston ishing 2,134 miles round-trip. Records do 
not describe Dooley's exact route, but he probably u-aveled 
through either Salt Lake City or Los Angeles, continued by u·ain 
hundreds of mi les to Reno, and then took the Virginia and 
Truckee Railroad to Carson City. 
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Fort McDermitt • 
National• 

WHlow Creek• 
Rebel Creek• 

•Aura 

•Cornucopia 
•Winters Station 

•Weiland 

Tungsten• •Dun Glen 
Humboldt City 

Betty Palisade 
•O'Neal • 

•Arthur 

•Coral Hill . 
Mazuma • : •Star City 

•Galena Sprucemont 
•Lewis 

•Bullion 

Crystal 

Rye Patch 
Kennedy• 

Mineral 
Hill• 

Schellbourne • 

•:eak St. Clair 
Peavine •Oerb~ • la !lata • Ruby HHL HamHton Mineral 
Ophir • Amencan City Wonder Calio~ City • • City 

.;ranktown •fort Churchill Tre:sure Osce.ola 
•Como 

•Lake Rawhide• Bertin : Midas •Twin River City Ward • •Taylor 
Valley No;dyke • GrantsvHle 

lucky • Cloverdale 

Pi~e B:y Sodavmleavine • • .• Belmont • Hot Creek 
Grove Marietta • Junction 

Au~ra • •Belleville 
Candelaria• •Columbus 

IHI: 0 MJE9 
IET 

GHO 'Jr TOWN 

•Coaldale 

Blair• 

•Palmetto 
G~ld Mountain 

~ ince 1864, 78 ghost commu­
~nities like Rawhide (above left) 
have sent legislators to Carson City. A 
few of the settlements may have a handful 
of residents today, the community existing as 

• Tybo 

part of a mine or ranch or as a virtual ghost town. 

•Barnes 

•Bristol 

Bullionville • 

•Logan 
•Delamar 

St. Thomas• 

T he arduous travel may explain why so many early lawmakers 
served for only one or two sessions. In 1887 a lawmaker from 
Eastern Nevada did not arrive at the Capitol unti l the session's 
th ird day. Perhaps freshman Assemblyman W.G. Lyons, a 
Republican from Taylor in White Pine County, did not al low for 
bad weather and the long distance-about 400 miles one way. H is 
lateness cost Lyons $14, or two days' pay. 

One of the state's most prominent ghost town lawmakers was 
Thomas Jefferson Bell of Nye County. A Democrat who 
switched to the Silver Party, Bell operated a livery stable and 

later was successfu l in mining endeavors. During his 14 years in 
the Assembly and Senate, Bell resided in five Central evada 
settlements: Tybo (1877-78), Grantsvi lle (1881-84), Cloverdale 
(1891-94), Midas (1901-02), and Berli n (1903-04). All five are 
gho t LOwns today, and Berlin is part of a state park. 

After his colleagues elected him Assembly speaker in the 1893 
session, Bell gave a stirring speech in the Assembly chambers on 
the Capitol's second floor. Twenty-five of the 30 assemblymen had 
not served in the previous session, so Bell decided a lecture was 
in order. 

Bell declared, ''You may have caught the idea that we have 
nothing to do. Doing notl1ing and having noth ing to do are 
d ifferent propositions." He urged tl1e members to research and 
discuss the issues. 

"Men are grown-up boys," Bell said, "and if a young man was 
at high school and spent al l his time at play, he would not 
progress. Neitl1er wi ll we if we fo llow such a course." 

Two members of the Nevada Senate Hall of Fame, botl1 
Republicans, came from current ghost towns. Henry A. Comins 
represented White Pine County in 1875-1880 and 1889-1900. For 
the first six years he resided in the now-de erted towns of 
Hami lton and Ward. Comins sponsored legislation to increase 

PHOTO: Doug Southerland Collection. MAP ART: Jennifer Hollister 



in parades with his burro 
Jenny (at left, with Little 
Jack), hailed from t iny Vya . 

the permanent school fund and provide fo r the licen ing o f 
teacher. omin al o was a key supporte r of women 's suffrage 
in Nevada. In 1 9- he spo nsored a bill to amend the tale con-
Litution to give women the righL to vote. Both houses approved 

th measure in 1 95 but not in 1897 so it was not placed on a 
statewide ballo t. evada women had to wa il until the tate con­
stitution was amended in 1914 before they could vote in sta te and 
local elections. 

Mining magnate oble H . Getche ll served in the Legi laLUre 
from 1923 to 1942. Getchell was a large man with a shiny, bald 
head, and hi powerful face looked as ifi L had been chiseled out 
of the very evada rocks he mined for many yea rs. Al though he 
mostly lived in Battle Mo untain , Getche ll listed the mining amp 
of Be tty 0 ' eal as his place of residence in 193 1 and 1933. 
GeLchell , who made a fo rtune in mining, provided scholarships 
and other support to tl1e nive rsity of Nevada in Reno, where 
the main library is named in hi h no r. 

T he lone woman legislaLOr fro m a current ghost town was 
J ewel Parsons. fn 1965 the Democratic assemblywoman rep­
resented Esmeralda Coumy while she and her husband 

operated a motel and tave rn at Coaldale, a .. 95 to p we l of 
Tonopah that has been abandoned in recent years. Parsons also 
was tl1 e las t member of Lh e Legislature to come from a currently 
deserted settlement. 

Another rece llL legislator from a place Lh at barely ex i LS today 
was Don Crawfo rd from Vya, fa r norLh of Reno in Washoe oun ty. 

You won't encounter any ghost town lawmakers at the Nevada 
Legislature this spring, but you will find their spiritual stomp­
ing grounds. Every odd year the state's legislators meet in 

Carson City, and proceedings are open to the public. The current 
120-day session began February 7 and continues through June 6. 

As a visitor you can listen to the buzz of voices filling the hallways 
and feel the energy and sense of community in the nation's fastest­
growing state. You can observe floor sessions of the Assembly or 
Senate from the galleries, attend committee hearings, visit the gift 
shop, and hobnob with Nevada's politicos and journalists at the 
Caucus Deli on the main floor. Wall displays offer a pictorial history 

A ra ncher and rea l e ta le man, Lh e Democrat often marched in 
parades with one of his two burros,J ack and J enny. rving fro m 
1942 to 1962, Crawford advocated moving evada's northwest­
e rn boundary with Cali fornia westward to the Warner Moun tains. 
If Crawford had been succe sful , urpri e Valley and town like 
Cedarville, Eagleville, and Fort Bidwell would have been part of 
the ilver tate. Nevada Governor Grant awyer and ali fo rnia 
Governor Pat Brown once played a round a golf to e Ltle Lhe 
boundary question. Like good politi ians, Lhey reported the 
match had ended in a tie. 

Po licy matter we re o nly part of Lhe attracti n for mall-town 
legisla tor . In the old days, ome undoubt dly aw Carson as a 
more civilized place to spend the winter, with bette r lodging and 
food and a bit milder climate than tl1 e ir own desen hamlets. In 
hardscrabble times, tl1e pay was no small maLte r, either. In 
Roughing It, Mark Twain recalled Nevada's fi rst Territorial 
Legislature of 1861: "It was easy to get legislators, even at three 
dollar a day, alLh ough board was fo ur dollars and fifty cents, for 
Lhe distinction has its charm in evada as well as lsewhere, and 
th re were plenty of patriotic souls ouL of employmenL" 

Of course, many early-day legislator were dedicaLed Lo mak­
ing evada a be tte r place. An example was semblyman St. 
Leger Mei aughten. l age l 9, in the mid-1 70s, Mc aughten 
d rove a stagecoach out of Candelaria, a bu y Esmeralda oun ty 
mining town. 

fn 1888, he was elected Lo the sembly fo r the first of fo ur 
te rms, alte rnating a a member of the Democrat and Silver par­
ti es. Eve n though he repre ented a small town tl1at today is a 
ghost, Mc aughten s n1ed as chairman of the powerful sembly 
Ways and Means Committee and as peaker pro 
tempore. 

In 1895, tl1 e ente rpri ing Candelaria 
resident autho red a mo t progre ive bill 
Lhat became law. It provided fo r tl1e e tab­
lishment of free public libra ries and reading 
rooms around tl1 e sta te. o when visiting a 
libra ry in tl1e Silver Slate LOday, we should 
remember Assemblyman McNaughten and 
Lh e many other Tevada lawmakers witJ1 
ghost town heritage. 

Rober/ E. Erid<.son retired I.as! )'ear as research 
direc/or and residen l historian of the l egisla­
tive Counsel Bureau in Carson City. He 
currently is a member of the evada 
Silver-I-laired Legislalive Forum. .... 

..-,:.../ 

c.::......~ 
Noble H. Getchell ~ .:.::::;::_ 
was a mining man and 
philanthropist who served in the 
Legislature for two decades. 

of past legislatures and the Senate Hall of Fame. Information, 
including a self-guided walking-tour brochure, is available at the 
Legislative Police Desk in the foyer or by visiting www.Ieg.state.nv.us. 

Across the Capitol Mall stands the old State Capitol, where the 
Legislature met from 1871 to 1969 before moving to the current 
Legislative Building in 1970. The venerable Capitol still houses the 
offices of the governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, state 
treasurer, and state controller. On the second floor you can stroll into 
the old chambers of the Assembly (north wing) and Senate (south 
wing); the latter houses an exhibit on the Capitol's history. Visit 
www.gov.state.nv.us for more information. 

PHOTOS: Shaw Family Collection (top). ILLUSTRATION: Nevada State Library and Archives/Lew Hymers (right) MARCH/ APRIL 2005 EVADA MAGAZINE 23 





hen I moved from Virginia to 

Las Vegas in 1978, a friend in­

vited me to go hiking at Red Rock 

Canyon. As an outdoor enthusiast, I 

quickly said yes. He took me boulde1ing at 

a place call ed Calico Vista 1, the first pu ll­

out on Red Rock 's 13-mile, one-way loop 

road, a brief drive west of the city. We 

climbed on the iron-rich , multicolored 

sandstone for most of the day, and I fe ll in 

love with the park. 

After exploring Red Rock for the past 

27 years, I am sti ll amazed by its d iversity 

of plant life, hiking trai ls, and seasonal 

weather. In 1990 the canyon, part of the 

Spring Mountains, was designated the Red 

Rock Canyon ational Conservation Area. 

The Bureau of Land Management oper­

ates a visitor center at the entrance to the 

loop road, and more than 30 mile of hik­

ing trails wind through the NCA's 197,000 

acres. The area has more than 600 plant 

species. The state, the U.S. Forest Service, 

and the U.S. Fish and Wi ld life Service are 

cooperating to protect 57 rare and sensi­

tive specie of plants and an imals, 25 of 

which occur nowhere e lse in the world. 

Spring is one of my favorite seasons to 

Left: A waterfall tumbles down Lost Creek 

on the western side of Red Rock Canyon 

National Conservation Area. Right: Hikers 

will find spring blooms such as yellow 

golden asters and purple monkey flowers. 
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Above: Morning glory blooms near Sandstone Quarry in Red Rock Canyon. Right: Watercress covers a rivulet of Lost Creek. 

visit Red Rock. From March to May the 

wi ldflowe1 how off their white, yellow, 

and purple petals. Snow still stands above 

th escarpment, feeding waterfalls in the 

anyons on the park's west side. Also, 

th spring weather is pleasant-it i not 

yet hot. 

pring i a good time to hike the trai l 

to andstone Quarry. Along the way you 

wi ll s e scrub oak, pines, and the lichens 

that grow on the rocks' north sides. If you 

happen to visit after a rain , you will see 
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water pooled in the andstone. That' 

when I like to cramble into the hills to 

photograph the pools and their reflec­

tions. Ice Box, Pine, and Oak Creek 

canyons are fun to hike in the pring, es­

pecially if the afternoon is warm. They get 

a lot of hade, and the canyons' cool rock 

wall ometimes fee l like a refrigerator. 

While hiking Lost reek or one of the 

other canyons, I often take a break and 

listen to the water running. It i hard to 

imagine that Las Vegas is less than 25 miles 

away. That' what I real ly enjoy about Red 

Rock: the s renity. 

Jim K. Decker is a Las Vegas resident and a plw­

tograplzer with the Las Vegas Review:Journal. 

For more irifonnation on Red !Well Canyon 

National Conservation Area call the park's 

BLM visitor center, 702-515-5350, or visit 

www.redrockcanyon.blm.gov. The park has an 

entrance f ee of 5 per vehicl.e. The visitor center 

has a bool1store and gift slw/J, and rangers off er 

inter/mtive /nogra111s throughout the year. 





Jhn cuaga drives 100 mile round 
trip every weekday fro m his ranch 
1ome in J acks Valley, where he runs 
400 head of cattle, to J ohn Ascuaga's 

ugget 111 Sparks. T he original ugge t 
opened as a 60- eat coffee shop with slots 
on March I 7 1955. Five years later Ascuaga 
bought th casino fro m his mentor, hote­
lier Dick raves. Today the ugget has 
1,600 room , nine restaurants, a conven­
Lion center, pool, spa, and health club. 
Entertainers from Smash Mouth to Bo 
Diddley play in tile showrooms. T he 

ugget is observing its 50tll anniversa1)' on 
March 17 witll a party and fi reworks. 

Ascuaga and his wife, Rose, have fo ur 
child ren, Camill ,J ohn J r., Michonne, and 
Stephen. Michonne and Stephen are tl1e 

ugget's CEO and senior vice president of 
markeling, respectively. 

Ascuaga, 80, eats lunch eve•)' day in The 
L ft, the Nugget's employee dining room. 
"It' a ni ce place to sit down , and tile food 
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John Ascuaga (left) and his Nugget on Victorian Avenue in Sparks. 

is first-class," he says. Altllough the boss 
doesn 't work on Salllrdays anymore, he's 
still much involved with ugget opera­
tion . On til e morning he poke witll 

evada Magazine's associate edi tor, J oyce 
Hollister, Ascuaga looked forwa rd to an af­
ternoon-long meeting on redevelopment 
in parks, which is celebrating its centen­
nial this spring. 

Q What was Sparks like when you ar­
rived in the 1950s? 
A T here wasn 't much here. It was a ra il­
road town. They were pha ing out coal lo­
comotives and going to die el. It was doom 
and gloom at Sparks at tllat time. They 
were phasing out a lo t of employee , and 
we picked up tl1e slack, plu a lo t more. 

Q Tell me about the first Nugget. 
A We started with a mall coffee hop, and 
we had slot machine and a pit, and tl1en 
a short time later we bought tile drugstore 

next door from Mr. Pe terson, the phar­
macist. We put a teakhouse in the back 
pan of what was Pe te rson 's drugstore. 
Then we ventured in to ente rtai nment. We 
had J ack Teagarden and his band play, 
which wa almost unheard of. 

Q What was it like to work with Dick 
Graves, the Nugget's founder? 
A Outstanding, just outstanding. He was 
really a move r. He was really an idea man, 
and I can 't say enough about him. We had 
a good working relationship. He was ix­
five and I'm five-five. We were quite a team, 
walking down tile hallway. 

QYou worked for Graves in Idaho? 
A I worked my summe1 at Graves' Shore 
Lodge when 1 went to tile niversity of 
Idaho. Our famili es were fri ends from 
tl1e day my folks came from tile Basque 
Count!)'. I was a bellman at hi hote l all 
tllrough school. He asked me if I'd like to 

PHOTOS: John Ascuaga's Nugget 



go to work for him. I had one semeste r 
left-I was now at Washington State 
University- so I graduated from WSU in 
February, and I went to work for him right 
there in Coeur d 'Alene. 

Q Why did Graves move to Nevada? 
A They outlawed slot machines in Idaho. 
Dick was really well established in Idaho, 
bu t they moved lock, tock, and barrel. He 
asked me if I'd like to come along, and I 
said, why not? I was single. We started with 
the Nugget at 223 orth Virginia in Reno . 
Then we went to Carson and Yerington. 
He thought there was opportuni ty here, 
and there was. 

QWhat was your working day like? 
A It was not 8 to 5, but you pace yourself. 
When I got married , I went home for din­
ner every night, then came down here for 
two or three hours. Saturday night was 
when you worked . Today, people don 't go 
to town on just Friday or Saturday-tl1ey 
go any darn time they wan t. Down on the 
farm, you went to town on Saturday. ow 
people might go to town three times in 
one day, just get in the car and go. 

Q You've hosted many celebrities. Who's 
your favorite? 
A Red Skelton is still my favo rite. Pearl 
Bailey, she was just outstanding. She was 
very religiou in a lo t of ways. She had a lo t 
of depth to he r. Ella Fitzgerald, she was just 
outstanding, too, and Louis Armstrong, he 
was so great. And Ray Charles. 

QAny funny stories? 
A I remember having dinner wi th Hoss 
[Dan Blocker in TV's Bonanza]. There was 
tl1is huge double-cut prime rib, and he 
consumed all of that and was ready fo r 
su-awberry shortcake. Jimmy Duran te, I 
remember him so well. I sen t him over to 
the Counyard [an earli er Nugget hotel]. It 
was tl1e only place we had fo r him to stay. 
We tl1ough t it was the Ri tz-Carl to n. 
Anyhow, when he performed, he always 
called me "Mr. E coo zheeo." 

Q Tell me about Bertha, the Nugget's 
performing elephant from 1962 to 1999. 
ABertha was really special. She went 
everyplace. She was on The Ed Sullivan 
Show. T hat was qui te a task-you don 't 
move an elephant in the back of a pickup, 
you know. Our trailer was so dilapidated 
and pathetic, we had an elephant trailer 
buil t in Idaho. We also used it for ca ttle. 
They had to reinforce the sides because we 
had to let Bertha out a side door. She 
couldn 't get th rough that li ttle chute in the 

Ascuaga poses with Bonanza star Lorne 
Green at the Ponderosa Ranch in 1960. 

back like the cows. I think she'd been to 
eve ry parade in tl1e whole area. We buil t 
he r the Elephant Palace with a swimming 
pool, and she ate better tl1an half of us. 

Q What is your business philosophy? 
A Our philosophy has always been to be 
the best. It's OK to be all right, but we try 
to be the best. We honestly fee l we've 
reached our goal to excel in the food op­
eration. And we excel in our staff. I look at 
my people as my salespeople. 

We meet with all our employees two 
times a year, all 2,000 of them. We work 25 
hours a day on our health program. We 
were the first casino that had our own med­
ical staff. We have a medical office down­
stai rs wi th five nu rses, all RNs. We offer 
preventative measures and have a heal th 
fa ir every year. 

Q What about your scholarship pro­
gram? You give scholarships to graduat­
ing seniors from 24 high schools as well 
as two minority scholarships every year. 
AI think we've given over 500 scholar-
hips. It's probably the most gratifyi ng pro­

gram we've ever had . It really pu ts your 
fa itl1 in youtl1 again to look at those young 
faces. It makes you so proud to see them. 

They keep in touch wi th me. A lo t of them 
become doctors or lawye rs, but I haven't 
had any free services from an y of them 
[laughs]. But I don't expect it. 

Q What did you learn from your Basque 
parents? 
A When my fo lks came over h re, they 
couldn 't speak English. It was difficult 
for tl1em. I'm sure when my mother and 
father had a spat, they didn 't have a coun­
selor to go to. It was a long way fro m Boise, 
Idaho, to the Basque Coun try. They could­
n 't take a mun to go home to Momma and 
Poppa. They worked it out. 

They raised four of us on a farm, and we 
never went hungry once. They really had 
some values. We had one car, and we were 
lucky to have that. We got along pre tty 
darn good. I think what I learned from my 
parents is you learn to live wi th what you 
have and make it work. They taught me 
the values of being honest and that your 
name means a great deal. 

Q Your family means a lot to you. Is that 
why you go home each night for dinner? 
A Yeah. Besides, my wife 's a darn good 
cook. 

Q Where did you meet your wife, Rose? 
A She was a surgical nu rse at St. Mary' 
Hospi tal in Reno, and I met her across 
the street [at the original Sparks Nugget] 
where she was with her relatives fro m 
Beowawe. We were married fo ur mon ths 
afte r we met. As soon as we got married , we 
started to have a family, and she never 
worked again. 

Q What do you think of having your chil­
dren Michonne and Stephen working 
with you? 
A I feel secure that tl1eir philosophy is the 
same as mine. T hat's what I ad mire about 
them-they u·eat everybody equally. We 
treat everybody the same here. I always 
say to Michonne that the dishwasher is 
important. If you don't have clean dishes, 
you can 't have a restaurant. 

And they treat me like everybody else. 
Michonne 's my CEO now. I have to report 
to her every day. 

QSo what do you do? 
A I'm still signing checks [laughs]. Hell, 
tl1is is a bigj ob. We had a mechanical prob­
lem yesterday, and I walked down to the 
west end of the west tower. I said, man, I 
didn 't know this place was so large. 

Joyce Hollister, evada's associate edito1; recalls 
Bertha visiting with !lids al the Minden library. 
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Showdown in the 

Story and Photos by Ruth Anne Kocour 

My firsl altl drive b gins on a warm May aflernoon 
wilh a trip LO a Reno Wesl rn-wear slore. l the shop 
a while-haired codger p •ers al m Lhrough his pc -
La les. "How can I help you, ma'am?" 

"I've been inviled Lo go on a caul drive," I reply. 
The odger bursts ouL laughing. o do another man Land­

ing behind a rack of cowboy boots. When h finall gets con­
Lrol of himself, Lhe odg r sa s, "ThaL's no invitation, Mi sy. 
ThaL's ajob!" 

Ignoring his remark I a , "I n ed a hal." 
cowgirl , huh?" h replies, Lhumbs hooked in his sus­

pender . 
" o , I need it for Lhe un , and I wanl il to slay on my h ad." 
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He laugh again. "Then you n ed a tamp de Lring." 
Stampede? I think. 
If you're wond ring whal a tampede sLring i , iL' Lh hat's 

lider ord Lhal mags under the chin, a I oon learn. Th 
codger lead me to the cheape l hats in the Lor , no doubt 
onvinced that my first caule drive will be m la l. 

He throw a hat on my h ad and asks, "Th r , how' that 
feel?" Then he demonstrat hO\ the rim can be hap d for 
any look. I leave the shop armed with m new hat and the 
as urance that I am now equipped Lo drive au.le, naps-up 
or nap -down. 

few day later I arrive at Jim tahl' ranch near Round 
Mountain in Big mok Valley. A long, spar ely ettled expan 



viewing trip to Mount J efferson. Jim and Karen are now di­
vorced, but she often helps Jim guide the hunters and dudes. 
Karen is a spunky strawberry blonde whose parents came to the 
states from Denmark. She works at Round Mountain Gold 
driving a 290-ton haul truck equipped with tires 20 feet in 
diameter. 

"We' ll spend the next three days push in' 300 head of cattle 
up to their summer pasture in the mountains," Karen says of 
the drive. "Danny Berg is the cattle boss. They're his cows, so 
he' ll be in charge . Be sure to ask Danny about the one-horned 
stee r that gored him in the leg." 

Our route will take us over the Toquimas, which like most 
Nevada range are riddled with canyons and ravines. Jim 
squints toward the mountains, his steely blue eyes and silver­
blond eyebrows standing out against hi sun-bronzed skin. 

"H orses that have grown up in rocky, mountainous Lerra.in 
are the most sure-footed and dependable out here," Jim Lelis 
me. He adopts mustangs from BLM's Wild Horse and Burro 

Facili ty in Palomino Valley north 
of Sparks. The first and wildesl 

"I hooked Showdown 
mustang he ever adopted was a 
light orrel stallion that had been 
caughl on the Black Rock Desert. 
The horse lood over 15 hands, 
large for a mustang. 

to a hitchin' post to throw a 
saddle on him," Jim says, 

"and all my friends showed 
up to watch me git killed." 

"I named him Showdown be­
cause I figured that's what 
breakin' him would be," Jim ex­
plains. Showdown was so wild 
thatJim 's friends asked if he were 
taking out life insurance before 
breaking tl1e mustang. Having 

of sagebrush between Au tin and Tonopah, tl1e valley is bor­
dered by the Toiyabe Range to the west and the Toquima 
Range to tl1e east. Getting to Big Smoky Valley is a two-pack­
of-chewing-gum drive, 200 miles east of Reno along .S. 50, 
America's Loneliest Road. 

In 1981 Jim quit tl1e steel mills of Michigan and headed for 
Nevada after a run-in with a vat of molten metal. Tow retired 
from tl1e Round Mountain Gold Mine, Jim runs Mustang 
Outfitters, a gu ide business that holds a couple of cattle drive 
each year. Jim is a gourmet campfire cook and a master 
gu ide for pack and hunting trips, photo safaris, and mustang 
watch ing. 

I had met Jim and his wife, Karen, on a previous bighorn-

never tamed a horse,Jim decided 
to attend a seminar al the Wild 

Horse Facility called "Breaking Wild Mustangs." One seminar 
wasn't enough. He took anotl1er. 

When the big day came,Jim say , "I hooked Showdown lo a 
hitchin ' post to tl1row a saddle on him, and all my friends 
showed up to watch me git killed." 

Karen interrupts. "You' ll be riding Showdown during tl1e 
cattle drive, Ruth Anne. Showdown has mellowed. He's now 
one of our steadiest mounts." 

I'll soon see. I keep it to myself that I haven't been on a horse 
in 15 years. 

The next morning we're up before sunrise, hauling our mus­
tangs by trai ler to Blue Springs, tl1e starting point. As the sun 
breaks over the Toquimas, we ' re mounted up and riding 
through fields of wi ld irises and mustard backlit by tl1e sun's 
early-morn ing rays-a "purdy spot," according to Danny, who 
relaxes in his saddle, e lbow propped on horn , chin in hand. A 
playful smi le flashes from beneath the shadow of his black hat 
and beard. Danny has brought a few fr iends to help. He issues 
quick directions and, with five cow dogs on his tail, rides off to 
round up the herd. We scatter to search for cows and calves 
that may be hiding in the brush. 

"Be sure to keep away from bogs and hazards, like downed 
barbed wire, that could u-ip up the horses," Karen warns me. 

From tl1e road this valley floor may look to some like an arid 
wasteland of stark, relentless sun. Riding out onto it, the place 
comes to life. Hidden water sources feed carpets of grassland, 
wildflower, and stands of sage taller than I am on Showdown. 
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The he rd moves up a draw. Right: Two of his dogs wait for orders 
from cow boss Danny Berg. Below: The three Kretschmers, 
Chance (left), Ray Jr., and Ray Sr., are ready to ride. 

Jackrabbits freeze, and lizards scatter for cover as bellowing 
bull , lowing cows, and bleating calves thunder past, trailing 
long clouds of dust across the landscape. 

When sage gives way to sun-baked alkali flats, the herd strings 
out in a line that extends to th horizon. Alkali crust crumble 
under Showdown 's even gait. It' one thing to see Central 

evada by car and quite another to experience it on horseback 
as one might have a century ago. 

On the drive we are joined by Chance Kretschmer and his 
grandfather, Ray. Chance, a handsome 21-year-old who looks 
as if he wer chiseled from solid rock, is a star running back 
for the niversity of evada, Reno football team. Chance led 
the country in rushing his fre hman year. 

While Chance chases down a wayward calf, Ray tells me more 
about his grandson. "UNR wasn 't interested in a walk-on from 
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Tonopah. So his grandmother wrote a letter to the coach and 
said, 'You need to give my grandson a chance. The coach did, 
and by th end of his first season Chance led the nation with 
the mo t yards gained. Because of Chance the door has opened 
for other kids from rural evada." It eems a ranch and rodeo 
upbringing is good training for the trench warfare of football. 

Huge thunderheads loom on the horizon when we bed the 
herd at a n ighbor's ranch. Surprisingly, after 10 hours in the 
saddle, I'm not sore. Showdown and I are bonding. 

At daybreak we're already d1iving the cattle up the Toquima 
Range, where compression has forced rock into striated layers 
of auburn, yellow, and blood red. When I look back at tl1e 
valley from our mountainside perspective, the few ranches 
appear a mere outposts lost in vastness. 

As we move the herd along, Karen occa ionally pots a calf 
too tired to make it. h drop a well-placed loop over the 
an imal and gently tugs it back to the truck tliat fo llows. till, 
not all the calves are up to the uip; two die that day. " If they 



an't survive th drive, they won 't urvive 
the summer on open range," Dann sa . 
" It's ad but true." That night another a lf 
is born. 

Earl th next morning we pu h th 
h rd aero the pass that leads to Monitor 

a ll .Jim is riding Convict, a mu tang he 
adopt d from the prison in u anville, 
,a lifornia. Karen i trying to break in a 

colt that's acting pooky. 
B now h wdown and I are on . For 

another cla we chase calve , cow , and 
bulls up and down embankments, aero 
ide hills of loose gravel, and through dry 

ere k b cl that ome to life on ly in wet 
year . We arch out strays from under 
sage and a long hicld n treams in ide 
canyons lined with aspen, juniper, and 
pi1ion pine. From the pass the view of 
now-covered Mount J efferson remind 

me of the'] ton , without the crowd . 
B mid-afternoon we reach th herd 's 

umm r grazing pasture, an a lpine 
m eadm fed b pring and mountain 
now pa k. itting tight on our mounts we 

hold th herd in place until calve and 
moth rs find each other, in luding our 
12-hour-old , born on th drive. 

I'll be ba k "~ th howd own next year to 
che k on that a lf. In the meantime my 
tampede tring ho lds my hat cure! to 

the wall of m Reno home. 

Ruth Anne Kocour is a Reno resident and the 
author of Facing th Extr m , a booll about 
climbing Mount 1WcKin ley. Jim Stahl of Mus­
tang Outfilln is planning his next cal/le drive 
on Memorial Day Weellend. "We do 'em at the 
ranchers' convenience, usually in spring and 
fall "he says. ee sidebar for more infonnalion. 

Mustang Outfitters' Jim Stahl, with Karen 
Hansen, adopts and trains wild horses. 

Nevada dude ranches and outfitters offer guests a chance to ride, rope, and relax. 

A L evada guest ranches \"t1catione1 
can experience the Old West as it w·dS 
more than I 00 years ago. Ranche1 

host trail rides, hunting and fishing trip., 
harrides, cookouts, meals, and campfire emer­
t.ainment. The cost ranges from 700 to 1,500 
per week. Families and groups are welcome. 
Follo11ing is a sampling of Nernda guest rnnches. 

Badlands Wilderness Ranch, in O' eil 
Basin northeast of Elko, offe1: horseback 
rides and seasonal cauk drin•s. Other acti\i­
tie include wildlife \1"dlching, hiking, hunt­
ing, fishing, and sight.seei ng. Wells, 800-
616-0670, www.badlandsranch.com. 

Corley Ranch, a working ranch in the 
Cai, on \'alley, hosts daytime functions. There 
is no lodging. Entertainment includes music 
and fast-dra\1 demonstrations. GardnerYille, 
775-265-304:"), www.corleyranch.com. 

Cottonwood Guest Ranch, 70 mile north 
of \\ ells and 30 miles from paYed highway 
near theJarbidge \Yilderne. s Area, offe1 ea­
sonal ho1 e drive ·, cow camps, pack uips, trail 
rides, and other acti1 ities. Pickup from air­
ports in Elko and T11in Fall , Idaho, can be 
arranged. O ' eil Basin , Wells, 775-755-2231 , 
\1'ww.couonwoodguestran h.com. 

Hidden Canyon Gue t Ranch, near Great 
Basin 1ational Park, is 20 miles outh of 
Baker on the e\-ada- tah border. Lodging 
consists of seYeral cabins, teepee , a lodge, 
and a camping area. Bakt>r, 775-234-7267, 
www.greatbasinpark.com / 
hiddencanyon.htm. .v,. 

Hunewill Circle H Gue t 
Ranch, a 26,000-acrc spread • Gtriodi 

. outh of Wellington near 
Bridgeport, Cali fornia, of­
fe1 horseback 1iding, bar­
becues, fishing, and a 60-mile 
caule driYe. pccial e1e1w. include 
caule-working and roping clinics. 
Bridgeport ummer 760-932-i7 I l, 11in­
ter 7i5-465-2201 , ""'\1·.huncwillranch.com. 

Mustang Outfitters, in Big moky Valley 
between Tonopah and Austin, offers pack-in 
trips by horseback in the Arc Dome, Table 
Mountain, and Alta Toquima wilderness 
areas. acationers may go hiking, birdwatch­
ing, fishing, or hunting for elk and deer. 
Owner Jim tahl plans a cattle dri\e on 
Memorial Day Weekend. Round Moumain , 
775-964-2145, 11'\1w.nevadaoutfiue1 .org. 

Nevada High Country Outfitters, based at 
the Ja1 Ranch in Lamoille, arrange hunts in 
the Ruby Mountains. Lamoille, 775-777-3277, 
1V\vw.nevad<tja1-ranch.com. The ranch has 
info on th e\"ada Outfiuers and Guides 
Asso iation , 11'\V\V.ne\'adaoudiuers.org. 

Old Vella Dog Ranch and Cattle Company, 
190 miles north of Reno at Vya, offers lodg­
ing in cabin , camping area, and motor-home 
pace . . Tenderfoots may take lesson. in caule­

brand recognition, roping, ranch cooking, 
and horse grooming. Vya, 530-279-2779, 
saddleup@oldyelladogranch.com. 

Ruby Crest Ranch (Elko Guide ervice) 
prOl·ides pack uips, fl y-fishing outings, and 
ranch vacations that include horseback rid­
ing, wildlife \ie11ing, and wagon rides. Elko, 
775-744-2277, W\1w.1w-bi1.Com/ rubyranch. 

Soldier Meadows Guest Ranch offers I ligh 
Ro k Canyon Jt>ep tours , hayrides, hot 
springs, and cookouts in the Black Rock 
Desert. iXL) milt' · north of Gerlach, 530-2i9-
488 1, 11ww. oldiermeadows.com. 

Ty on's Canyon Ranch near 
Jnw,i. Virginia Cit)' has new owners, Peter 

w~, and.Jud} orcnsen. Former owners 
111

' • ....... John and Carol T}''IOn remain LO 

pr01ide guest entertainmenL for 
groups. The ranch has 1iding trails, 
lodging, e1ening campfires, music, 
and owbo) poeu1. 775-817-7223, 
W\1'\1·.ne\"t1daduckranch.con1 . 

More Info: Nt>vada Commission 
on Tourism, 800-NE\'ADA-8, W\1W. 
tra1elnevada.com.- I \'ilma l.aRorra 
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Casino land 

Puttin' 
on the 

The RIVIERA, 

the Strip's 

first high-rise 

resort, celebrates 

an enterta1n1ng 

50 years. 

W
hen the Riviera Hotel opened 
on Apri l 20, 1955, Liberace 
performed two important du­
Lie . Earning a record 50,000 a 

week, the pianist opened the lover Room 
to large crowds. He also wie lded the scis­
sors at the Riviera 's ribbon cutting. 

Liberace ' lead ing role was fitting be­
cause, as much as any Las Vegas hotel, the 
Riviera has been identified with its enter­
tainment. For year the big stars-Louis 
Armstrong, Ginger Roger , George Burns, 

hirley MacLaine, Frank inatra, Diana 
Ross, Liza Minnelli-all played the Riv. 
Barbra Streisand, An n-Margret, and Dolly 
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Two "Splash" dancers wear traditional Las 
Vegas showgirl costumes (above). Today the 
Riviera greets the Strip with multi-hued 
neon (right). 

Parton made th ir Vegas debuts there. 
Today the Ri'~era pre ents two of the 
Strip's longest-running show , " plash," 
the popular production show that once 
featured an enormou diving tank, and 
"An Evening at La Cage," th female­
celebrity-imper onator how tarring 
Frank Marino. 

Enterta inment wi ll be prominent as the 
hotel celebrate its Golden nniversary 
Party on April 1 23. Fe tiviti s include a 
gathering of Riviera showgirls from the 
1950 , di play of hi to1ic photo of Riviera 
tars, a concert by Michael Bolton, and a 

50-year ribbon cutti ng. 



Mickey Rooney pulled a rickshaw full of lovely ladies in 1955 (above). Top left: A smiling 
Liberace starred at the Riviera ribbon cutting in 1955. Liberace opened the showroom for a 
record $50,000 a week. He later noted, "When the curtain went up, the ovation was 
tremendous. So was my bank account." Top right: The Twist was the rage when Riviera 
headliners Louis Armstrong and Marlene Dietrich demonstrated the dance's moves in 1962. 

When Liberace snipped the first cere­
monial ribbon, the Riviera was a marvel. It 
had 320 rooms and stood an unheard-of 
nine stories high. "Al l previous resorts had 
consisted of low-rise motel o r bungalow 
uni ts in the architectu ral traditi on of the 
o ld West," UNLV's Eugene P. Moehring 
no tes in his 1989 histOt)' of Las Vegas, 
Resort City in the Sunbelt. "Bui lders had 
feared that the hardpan cal iche so il , when 
combined wi th the valley's high water ta­
bles, would no t support weighty, high-rise 
buildings." 

The Riviera stood tall , however, th rough 
initial fin ancial troubles and a succession 

PHOTOS: Riviera Hotel and Las Vegas News Bureau 

of owners that included early-day mob fi g­
ures, Broadway producer David Merri ck, 
singer Dean Martin , and eventually travel­
company owner Me hu lam Ri kli , who 
rescued the Riv in the 1970s. Under Riklis' 
ownership, the ho tel and casino greatly 
expanded . The hotel cu rrently has 2,100 
rooms. 

This spring, the Rivie ra recalls its ente r­
tainment roots with a Celebri ty Di play 
and Photo Op featuring Liberace 's red , 
white, and blue Bicentennial Rolls-Royce. 
Cal l 775-734-5110 or visit www. rivieraho tel. 
com for more info rmation on the Riviera' 
50th ann iversary party.-David Moore 

Barbra Streisand made her Las Vegas debut 
opening for Liberace at the Riviera in '63 , a 
year before finding stardom in "Funny Girl. " 
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Dining Out 

u s 
That 

A nautical theme greets Boiler Room guests 
at the Colorado Belle in Laughlin. 
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Inside Nevada's brew pubs, 
it's not JUSt about the beer. 

By Bob Barnes 

G 
corgc Wa hington, the father f 
our country, made b er at Mount 
Vern n. One of hi r cip called 
for a whole chick n to be placed 

in th brew. 
You won 't find hi k n beer in 
vada' br \ pub , but you wi ll taste 

chili-p pper, chen1', and coffi e flavors 
and more than 50 I call reated brew 
uch as Red Ro k, ilver tate tout, and 

Ichthyo aur Pale Ale. In all , Tevada has 13 
br w pub that collectively have won 
mor than two dozen medals from th 
pre Ligious Creal meri an Beer Fe Lival 

and World B er up. Monte arl 
Brewpub, the only brewe11' on the trip, 
has ranked in the LOp five for individual 
.. brew-pub pr duction over the pa L 

thr e ear . 
From full-bodi d LOULS LO 1·i p pale 

ales, the brew app al LO a wide rang of 
taste , each avory and intriguing in its 
own m L riou way. 

"It' funn how p ople vary in their 
taste in b ers," a Dottie mith, a u­
p rvi or at Brew Broth r in Reno' 

ldorado Hotel. "Men, particularly the 
R students, like Lh Big Dog le, \ hich 



has the highest a lcohol content, while 
women like the wheat bee r." 

Of course, when you ' re evalua ting a 
brew pub, it' no t ju t about the bee r. 
Even if you aren ' t a beer connoisseur, 
you 'll find numerous attractions. 

At night brew pubs often hop with 
rock bands, karaoke, and acoustical 
groups. A few establi hmen ts, like 
Great Ba in Brewe ry in downtown 

The brews appeal 
to a wide range 
of tastes, each 
savory 1 n its own 
mysterious way. 

Sparks, clear away the tables fo r dance 
bands two or more nigh ts a week. 

Good food is a hallmark of brew 
pubs. Seve ral like Go rdon Bie rsch in 
Las Vegas and Silver Peak in Reno have 
nice outdoo r dining a reas . Happy­
hour food specials abound. 

If a beau tifully crafted , honey-hued 
hefeweizen can 't distract you from the 
slots, the pubs at Barley's, Ellis Island, 
Monte Carlo, Triple 7 at Main Street 
Statio n, th e Boi le r Room a t the 
Colorado Be lle, and Brew Brothers, sit­
uated in casinos, offer both . 

Also, brew pubs have special atmos­
pheric elemen ts. The copper brewing 
apparatus is pe rpe tually shiny. At the 
Triple 7 Brewpub inside Main Street 
Station, patro ns can adm ire antiques 
and the long mahogany bars. 

One pub's atmosphere could be 
call ed cheesy-that of Big Dog's Draft 
House, which ce lebrates a ll things 
Wisconsin. The walls of the no rthwest 
Las Vegas brew pub a re adorned with 
Cheese State memorabi lia-cow bric-a­
brac, pho tos of Green Bay Packer 
greats, and tributes to Tom Wiesner, 
the late Wisconsin foo tball star and Big 
Dog's fo under. 

So fo r those who like bratwurst and 
banter with the ir brew, here are more 
than a dozen Nevada brew pubs that 
serve craft bee r made on the premises. 
Awards refe r to the Great American 
Beer Fe tival (GABF) and Wo rld Beer 
Cup (WBC). Call to confirm deta ils. 

Statewide Guide to Nevada Brew Pubs 

Las Vegas Area 
Barley's Casino and Brewing 
Company 
4500 E. Sunset Rd ., Henderson , 702-458-
BREW, www.barleys.com. Established 
1996. 

Entertainment: Spring and fall con­
ce rt se rie , yearly brew festival in ea rly 
May. 

Best Beers: The GABF-winning 
Bavarian hefeweizen (try it without a 
lemon) is an explosion of banana and 
clove flavor. Red Rock is an amber-hued, 
pleasantly malty lager. 

The Guy Who Makes the Brew: Jim 
Wi lson, who stays close to his brewing 
roots by serving as V.P. of a local home­
brew club. 

Awards: 2 GABF. 
Menu Highlights: The humongous 

slices of pizza from the Brickhaus Pizza 
Kitchen are as good as pizza gets. A slice 
costs only $1.25 during happy hour. 

Interesting Nuances: Barley's has 
one of the area's best happy hours with 
$1.50 d rafts 3 to 6 p.m. weekdays and 9 
to 11 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Barley's, 
which has a sports book, is located in the 
Green Valley Town Center. 

Big Dog's Brewing Company 
at the Draft House 
4345 . Rancho Rd. , Las Vegas, 702-645-
1404, www.bigdogsbrews.com. 
Established 1993. 

Entertainment: None unless you con­
sider it entertainment to be surrounded 
by rabid Green Bay Packer fans on game 
day. T he Draft Hou e has a Wisconsin 
theme and a reputatio n as the fo remost 
Packer bar in town . 

Best Beers: Big Dog's Pale Ale (GABF 
gold medal ) is a cla sic big-fl avored , 
hoppy American pale ale. Black Lab 
Stou t (GABF bronze medal ) is rich and 
dark with hin ts of coffee and cocoa. 

The Guy Who Makes the Brew: 
Dave Otto, fo rmer lo t ho t at the Holy 
Cow (Big Dog's predece or) who rose to 
brewmaste r. 

Awards: 4 GABF, 2 WBC. 
Menu Highlights: Wi con in special­

ties such as pecan-crusted walleye fl own 
in from Wisconsin , fri ed cheese curds, 
and three kinds of bratwurst. 

Interesting Nuances: Winner of the 
most maj or brewing awards in the Vegas 
area. Fo rmerly the Holy Cow, Big Dog's 
closed tl1at trip brew pub in 2002 and 

Conducting a taste test at the Monte Carlo. 

opened its new brewery at the Draft 
House in northwest Las Vegas in 2004. 

Other Locations: Big Dog' Bar and 
G1·ill (1 511 N. Nellis Blvd., 702-459-1099) 
and Big Dog's Cafe and Casino (6390 W. 
Sahara Ave., 702-876-364 7). 

Chicago Brewing Company 
2201 S. Fort Apache Rd ., La Vegas, 702-
254-3333. Establi hed 2000. 

Entertainment: Month ly cigar smok­
ers in the up tair cigar bar. 

Best Beers: Two-ti me award-winning 
Daisy Chai n Tripe! i very malty weet, 
avai lable seasonally. All igh ter, an easy 
drinking, straw-colored light ale, won a 
gold medal at the 2004 GABF. 

The Guy Who Makes the Brew: Kyle 
Cormier, a one-time home brewe r and a 
fo rmer assistant at Chicago and Monte 
Carlo. 

Awards: 4 GABF, 1 WBC. 
Menu Highlights: Chicago-style deep 

dish pizza, chee e knots. 
Interesting Nuances: Brewmaster 

Kyle Cormier excels at brewing Belgian­
style beers and usually has one or two on 
tap. Small balconies allow fresh-air sip­
ping. Chicago is located in the Village 
Square Cente r at Fort Apache and 
Sahara, steps from tl1e Regal Cinema 
complex. Chicago's beers are also o n tap 
at tl1e Four Queens down town and at 
Magoo's pub in the valley. 

Ellis Island Casino 
and Brewery 
4178 Koval Lane, Las Vegas, 702-733-
8901 , www.ellisislandcasino.com. 
Established 1998. 

Entertainment: Karaoke 9 p.m. to 3 
a. m. daily. 

Best Beers: EI Light is very light-bod­
ied bu t refreshing. The seasonal Fallfest 
is amber-hued with a mild malty fl avor. 

The Guy Who Makes the Brew:Jimi 
Sullivan, a fo rmer Triple 7 and Ellis 

MARCH/APRIL 2005 EVADA MAGAZINE 37 



Beer and pizza are made on the premises at brew pubs like the Triple 7 at Main Street Station. 

Packed on weekends, Gordon Biersch 1s 
a maJor meeting spot, so expect delays 
getting to the bar. 

Island brew-making assi tant who has 
appeared in two wimsuit editions of 
Ce/,ebmlor Beer ews. 

Awards: B st Karaoke by the Las Vegas 
Review-Journal on li ne readers' poll. 

Menu Highlights: BBQ chicken and 
rib come on huge platters for le s than 

10. 
Interesting Nuances: Definitely the 

cheape t beer in town at only l a pint 
24/ 7 An ex pan ion wi ll add a beer gar­
den. Ellis I land i located on Koval Lane 
1 ehind Bally' . 

Gordon Biersch 
3987 Parad i e Rd ., Las Vegas, 702-312-
524 7 www.gordonbiersch.com/ 
re taurants. E tabli hed 1997 

Entertainment: Live jazz from noon 
to 3 p.m. on undays. 

Best Beers: Bavarian Hefeweizen is 
one of the best, full of banana and clove 
fl avors. Marzen is a red, malty, smooth 
lager. 

The Guy Who Makes the Brew: 
Richard Lovelady, who left the world of 
finance to do omething he loves. 
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Awards: Best Microbrewery in Lhe 
Las Vegas Revieri.rjournal readers ' poll 
even years running. 

Menu Highlights: Asian, European, 
and American pecialties, Oriental 
chicken stir-fry, garlic fries. 

Interesting Nuances: GB i Lhe only 
brew pub in Las Y, gas with no gaming. 
The spacious outdoor dining area is one 
of the nicest plac s to dine al fre ·co in 
Vegas. Packed on weekend , B is a 
major meeting spot, so expect delays get­
ting to the bar. It's located on Restaurant 
Row on Paradi near Flamingo. 

Monte Carlo Casino 
and Brewpub 
70 Las Vegas Blvd. oulh, La Vegas, 702-
730-7438, www.monte-carlo.com/ 
dining/ pub. Established 1996. 

Entertainment: After 9 p .m. Lhe pub 
becomes a nightclub with a ~J and 
band until 2 a.m. (minimum age 21); 
cover charge is 10 for men Fri. at. 

Best Beers: j ackpot Pale i a hoppy, 
fruity pale ale. ilver tate tout is an 
Irish-style stout, rich and dry. 

The Guy Who Makes the Brew: 
Anthony Gibson, a former as istant at 
Tenaya Creek. 

Awards: Best Brew Pub awards from 
readers of Nevada Magazine and Las Vegas 
Review-j ournal. 

Menu Highlights: BBQ-chicken pizza, 
Yakima apple and smoked-chicken salad, 
BBQ ribs. 

Interesting Nuances: Monte Carlo is 
the only brew pub on the Strip and the 
only Vegas brewery with a bottling line 
(bottl d brews are avai lable only at the 
Monte Carlo). 

Tenaya Creek Brewery 
and Restaurant 
3101 . Tenaya Way, Las Vegas, 702-362-
7335, www.tenayacreekbrewery.com. 
Established 1999. 

Entertainment: Buy a b er and play 
free on one of the two pool table . 
Bright Tank gu itar duo plays aturday 
evenings. 

Best Beers: Ringtail IPA is not strong 
enough to be a traditional IPA, but it's a 
great merican pal . Winter Solstice 
Barley Wine, intensely sweet and malty, is 
available seasonally. 

The Guy Who Makes the Brew: Tim 
Etter, owner-brewma ter who previously 
br w d at in ta Brewery near alt Lake 

ity. 
Awards: l GABF. 
Menu Highlights: Brewmaster's Top 

irloin served wilh mushroom sau e, 
Vodka Salmon, Prawns Pasta. 

Interesting Nuances: Tenaya is 
Vega ' on ly fami ly-owned brew pub. 
Brewmaster Tim Etter i part owner. The 
larg window make you feel as if you're 
not in a bar. Tenaya has the longest 
happy hour of any brew pub in town-3 
to 6 p.m. and 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. daily. It' 
located near .. 95 and Cheyen ne ve. 
on Tenaya Way across the street fr m 
Mountain View Hospital. 

Triple 7 Brewpub 
at Main Street Station 
200 . Main St. , La Vegas, 702-387-1896, 
800-713-8933, www. mainstreetcasino .com. 
Established 1996. 

Entertainment: one. 
Best Beers: ward-winning Black 

Chen1' Stout, available seasona lly, has a 
wonderful blend of cherry and roast d 
fl avors. Royal Red Lager, a WBC medal 
winner, has a toa ted malt flavor bal­
anced with moderate hop fl avor. 

The Guy Who Makes the Brew: 
Matt Marino, who once brewed at Uinta 
in Salt Lake City. 



Awards: 3 GABF, 1 WBC. 
Menu Highlights: u hi bar, pizzas, 

garlic frie . 
Interesting Nuances: Triple 7 the 

only brew pub in downtown Las Vegas, 
has a sizeable piece of the Berlin Wall 
built into the urinals of the men 's 
room-it was named o. 2 for historic 
restrooms by the Travel Channel. The 
property is full of antiques, including the 
pub's serving bars. 

Laughlin 
Boiler Room at the 
Colorado Belle 
2100 . Casino Dr., Laughlin , 702-298-
4000, www.coloradobelle.com. 
Establi h d 1997 

Entertainment: one. 
Best Beers: Stout is a dark brew that 

i nitrogenated, producing a er amy 
head imilar to Guinness tout. Golden 
Ale i a light-bodied brew ideal for craft­
beer newbie . ew brews are planned. 

The Guy Who Makes the Brew: 
Marshall Redmond, who recently took 
the helm of the nautically themed brew 
pub in ide the Colorado River resort. 

Awards: 2 GABF. 
Menu Highlights: Sweet 16 deal is a 

A Great 
Place 
ta Ride 

(775) 888-RIDE 
www.bicyclenevada.com 

Brewmaster Darren Whitcher (left) and chef 
Mark Granucci oversee Reno's Brew Brothers. 

16-ounce T-bone and a 16-ounce beer 
for 9.95. Pizzas are made in a wood­
fired oven; the dough is house-made. 

Interesting Nuances: On Thirsty 
Thursdays pints are 75 cents al l day, mak­
ing this the be t brewed-b er bargain in 
the state. Sports are hown nonstop on 
23 TVs tl1roughout the pub. The decor is 
out of 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea. 

Reno-Sparks 
Brew Brothers 
Eldorado Hotel, downtown Reno, 775-
786-5700, www.eldoradoreno.com. 
Established 1995. 

Entertainment: Bands play from 9:30 
to 1 nightly except Sunday, when a radio 
DJ spin tunes. 

Best Beers: Big Dog Ale is full-bodied 
(and high-alcohol). Lucky Lady Lager is 
a domestic-style brew witl1 fewer calories. 

The Guy Who Makes the Brew: 
Darren Whitcher, who helped set up tl1e 
Brew Brother brewing operation. 

Awards: WBC, Reno Gazelle-journal 
reader awards, Best Brew Pub in America 
by Nightclub and Bar magazine. 

Menu Highlights: Teriyaki sirloin 
steak dinner, Tu can chicken salad with 
pasta, chi li cheese fries. 

Interesting nuances: Brew Brotl1e1 i 
locat don the Eldorado Hotel's second 
floor near the mezzanine connecting tJ1e 
Eldorado, Silver Legacy, and Circu 
Circu . over bands keep the place hop­
ping nearly every night. There's a cigar 
stand at the entrance that sells 75 
brands. Aficionados can buy a 12 
Cubita or 25 Monte Cristo to puff at tl1 
bar. Smoking is allowed after 5 p.m. 

• dining • arts & culture 
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Other Location: There's a Brew 
Brother Expres in the food court of 
Reno-Tahoe In ternational Airport. 

Great Basin Brewery 
846 Victorian Ave., Sparks, 775-355-7711 , 
www.greatbasinbrewingco.com. 
E tabli hed 1993. 

Entertainment: Ope n-mike comedy 
on T hursday, band on Friday and 

aturday. In summer band u ually play 
outside during the Sparks Hometowne 
Farmer's Market o n Thursday evening. 
In fa ll the local Cleveland Brown 
boo ter club meets at Great Basin . 

Best Beers: amed for evada' state 
fo ii , Ichthyo aur India Pale Ale has a 
trong, pleasantly hoppy fl avor. erveza 
hilibe o, a easonal and a three-time 

GABF-winning pilsner, has a kiss (be o) 
of jalap 110. 

The Guy Who Makes the Brew: 
Tom Young, who appeared on Nevada 
Magazine's March/ April '97 cover with 
hi found ing partner, Eric McClary, am­
pling brew. 

Awards: 7 GABF, 3 WBC, Reno Caz.etle- Brew fan s dine al fresco at Great Basin Brewery on Victorian Square in Sparks. 

journal and Reno News and Review award . 
Menu Highlights: Fish and chips, 

Wisconsin-style beer cheese soup, a nd 
garlic fries. 

Seat in the H o use" is a table near the 
busy e ntrance where diners earn a free 
beer with e n tree. 

peakbrewery.com. Established 1999. 
Entertainment: Mellow acoustica l 

groups play Tuesday n ight (bands play 
o utside o n th deck in summer) . Interesting Nuances: Located on 

Victorian quare two blocks east of J o hn 
cuaga' ugget in Sparks, Great Basin 

Silver Peak Restaurant 
and Brewery 

Best Beers: XXX Blo nde Ale is a 
golden ale popular with macrobrew fan . 
Red Road ter i a beer with a ri ch fl avor 
created by crystal and Vienna malts. 

is a hot pot during the Thursday-night 
farmer' market in um mer. "The Worst 

124 Wonder St., Re no, o ne mile south 
of downtown , 775-324-1864, www.si lver 

HORS and Lemons 

To paraphrase Wi ll Rogers, 
I've never meta beer I didn't 

like. I also like brew pubs and the 
major new Lasle experiences that 
can be found in those establish­
ments. 

Brew Pub Defined: A brew 
pub i a small brewery that pro­
duces and sells craft beer on the 
same site. The craft beer is all­
barlcy with pos ibly wheal, rye, 
copiou amounts of hops, fruit, 
her.b , or spices. 

Ales and Lagers: For a beer 
lover, a brew pub offers everal at­
tractions. Mircrobrewery beer is 
not only extremely fre h (ha,~ng 
been brewed within days) but 
al ·o made with all malt (barley or 
wheal) , which produces a full­
bodied, rich-Lasting brew. 

Thi contrasts 
with mass-produced domestic 
beers that add 30 to 40 p rcenL 
rice and corn, resulting in 
a light-bodied brew with a thin 
flavor profile. I call the e macro 
brews "lawn-mower beers" be­
cause they Lasle best super-cold. 

Beer can be di~ded into two 
categories, ales and lagers. Ales 
tend LO be fruity, citru y, and 1ich 
flavored and more bitter because 
of liberal additions of hops. 
Common styles are pale ale , 
Louts, and red ales. Lagers-pil­

sners, bocks, or dunkles (a dark 
lager)-are cri per and moother. 

Lemon or Not? A popular 
brew is hefeweizen , a wheal ale 
with two va1iations, Bavarian and 
American. The American hefe-
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weizen has a lightly our but 
simple ta Le. The Bavarian u es a 
particular train of ale yeast that 
imparts a complex banana and 
clove flavor even though there 
are no fruits or spices in the beer. 

Bartenders eem compelled to 
squeeze a lemon into your hefe 
whether you ask for it or not. 
The majority of brewma Lers 1 
know find thi offensive because 
the lemon disLOrts the beer's 
true flavor. So con icier re­
que ting the lemon 
be erved on the 
ide and ip with­

out it first. Thanks 
to the diligence of 
their brewma ters, 
you will not be 
served a lemon at 

Barley' or Gordon Biersch unle s 
you request it. 

Beer Samplers: When facing 
the beer menu at a brew pub, 
you may be dazed by o many 
elaborately described choices. 
The "dark, velvety tout with 
outstanding crispness" sounds 
good, but so does tl1e "as ertive, 
unfi ltered flavor of our fine t 
pale ale." 

1 recommend ordering the 
the sampler, a group of four 

to six small glasses of 
the brew pub's avail­
able beers. It's fun LO 

conduct your group' 
own taste te t and ob­
serve how certain fla­
vors awaken your taste 
buds.-Bob Ba mes 

PHOTO: Joyce Hollister (top) 



The Guy Who Makes the Brew: 
Mike Cronin is the brewmaster. 

Menu Highlights: Lambburger, 
tomato and roasted garlic bisque, dinner 
entree like double-cut pork chop and 
Atlantic almon. Silver Peak's pizza 
dough i made witl1 grains from tll 
brewery. 

Interesting Nuances: The outdoor 
deck offers a sunny spot in summer. 
Inside, the dining room is tile quietest 
eating spot in Reno's brew pubs. 

Other Location: Silver Peak Crill and 
Taproom, 135 . Sierra St., Reno, 7r-
284-3300. The year-old restaurant is 
located downtown near the Truckee 
River and Riverside movie tlleater. 

Lake Tahoe 
Lake Tahoe Brewing 
Company 

24 Stateline Rd., rystal Bay, 775-831-
5822. Established 1999. 

Entertainment: Bands play Tuesday, 
Friday, and Saturday in the pub (on the 
patio during um mer). 

Best Beers: Cqrstal Bay Red AJe has 
a mahogany color with a clean Eini h. 
Meeks Bay Blonde, a Kol h (Cerman­
style) brew, i light and crisp. 

The Guy Who Makes the Brew: 
Everett Charles, a co-owner. 

Awards: l CAFB, 4 WBC, 3 
alifornia tate Fair Commercial 
om petition. 
Menu Highlights: Jambalaya, wien r 

schnitzel, half-pound American Kobe­
beef hamburger. 

Interesting Nuances: The north­
shore restaurant and pub are nonsmok­
ing. Happy-hour customers wear 
drinking hats on Tuesday. Co-owners 
Rob unis and Everett Charles hold 
special events like a Halloween pump­
kin-sma hing contest, a crawdad ~ tival, 
and an octopus-toss competition. 

Also Worth Noting 
Ruby Mountain Brewing Company: 

Owners Steve and Maggie Safford make 
award-winning beer at tl1e brewery on 
their ortheastern evada ranch. 
Located 10 mile soutll of Wells, the 
tate ' only packaging and distributing 

microbr wery sends Angel Creek Amber 
AJe, Wild West Hefeweizen, and other 
brews in bottles and kegs to supermar­
kets and taverns around the state. The 
Saffords will hold tl1ree concerts thi 
year. Call ahead for a tour of the brew­
ery and gift shop. Write HC 60, Box 100, 

lover Valley, 9 35; 775-752-BEER, 
visit www.rubymountainbrewing.com. 

AJtllough tl1e beer is not brewed 
locally, two Vegas brewhou es primarily 
erve beer made at tlleir breweries. 

Hofbrauhaus Las Vegas: This 
reproduction of tile original Munich 
Hofbrauhau ha a biergarten, oompah 
band , and traditional Bavarian brews 
from Germany, including its own 
Hofbrau beer. Located at 4510 Paradise 
Rd. aero s from tile Hard Rock; 702-256-
5500, www.hofbrauhau la vegas.com. 

BJ's Restaurant and Brewhouse: 
Like tile Hofbrauhau , BJ erves its 

own brew . The chain offers seven 
standard beer , from a hoppy pale ale 
to a robust high-alcohol imperial stout. 
There al o are three guest taps and 15 
Belgian ales guaranteed to keep any 
beer geek happy. Located at 10 40 
W. Charleston Blvd., east of 1-215; 702-
853-2300, www.bjsbrewhouse.com. 

Bob Barnes is a native Las Vegan who fre­
quently evaluates beer and brew pubs as a 
regional wrrespondent for the Celebrator 
Beer ews. Nevada Magazine staff writer 
Wilma LaRocca and editor David Moore 
contributed lo lite brew1Jub guide. 

MARKETPLACE 
I I 

Over 400 condos , cabins and 
vacation homes near all resorts. 

877.390.4955 
:o:l Free 2<. hours a day 

Lake Tahoe 
Accommodations 

~) ~~ -....._ .. 

PREMIER 
VACATION 
RENTALS 

www.tahoeaccommodat1ons.com 
View properties and book online 2417 

REAL ESTATE 

~ MESQUITE, NV 
~ Homes, Condos, Lots 

FREE PROPERTY LIST 
1-800-664-2404 

K. Peterson, RE/MAX Ridge Realty 

MLS 355 w. Mesquite Blvd., C-100 @ 
Mesquite, NV 89027 

E-Mail: koleen@cascadeaccess.com 

21/2 ACRES 
$2,495 

$ 50 DOWN, $ 50 MONTH 
9.5% interest - 72 months 

Acreage in Elko County, Montello, Northeast Nevada 

1-800-373-6538 
Bud Aldrich, Owner /Bkr • Box 3178, Reno, NV 89SOS 

RECREATION 

Great Basin Expeditions 

Geology and Ecology Field Trips 

(775) 863-0198 
www.greatbasinexpeditions.com 

jbreitrick@greatbasinexpeditions.com 

RETAIL 

Nevada Magazine 

CATALOG 
www.nevadamagazine.com 

Reserve your space today. Call Susan Wunsch at Nevada Magazine ,~ 
(775) 687-0610 •fax (775) 687-6159 •e-mail susan@nevadamagazine.com. 

1~f 
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Nevada Almanac 
Wild horses, Nevada Trivia, and a new contest. 

WILD HORSE SENSE 
A street-smart mustang 
charms a Canadian visitor 

By Eleanor Sabean 

During a visit to Reno from my home 
in Nova Scotia, my friend Uli drove 
me to Virginia City. I was most im­

pres ed with the town, which seemed to be 
straight out of the o ld Western movies that 
I had grown up watching. The only differ­
ence that I could see were the cars lining 
the main treet instead of the Canwrights ' 
horse tied up at the hitching posts. 

I was busy gazing out the window at sage­
bru h, miles and miles of it, as we returned 
to Reno on State Route 341. As we 
rounded a turn, I shrieked, "Look ove r 
there!" Standing perfectly till in front of 
a driveway wa a little liver-chestnut horse. 

Uli pulled the car to tl1e side of the road 
directly in front of the horse. Seeing that 
there was no fence around him and notic­
ing that he was not moving a muscle, I 
stepped out of the car for a closer look. 

Nevada lfivia 
~What communi ty was origi­
~ nally to be called Casino, 
Nevada, but the name was denied by 
the U.S. Postal Service? 

All Laughlin , Nevada, was pro­
r-._ posed to be called "Casi no" by 
Don Laughlin , the town's founder 
and owner of the Riverside Resort in 
Laugh lin . Postal autl1orities suggested 
using his name in tead. 

~ How much beer was sold to 
~ tl1e 20,000 re idents of the 
booming mining town of Virginia City 
in 1880? 

All A staggering 225,000 gallo ns of 
r-._ beer were sold during that 
year--0r about 15 gallons per person. 

-from The Ne''•da Trivia Hook /Jy Richard Momw 
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Wild horses graze in the Virginia Highlands north of Virginia City. The Comstock herds 
descend from animals turned loose in the ranching and mining era of the late 19th century. 

The horse stood stock still. Laughing, I said "I've heard that tl1e re are wild horses in 
to Uli , "Look. It's a statue. It is the best fake Nevada, but this is the first time I've seen 
horse I've ever seen." As a professional 
horsewoman, I have raised, trai ned, and 
shown horses for many years, and I would 
like to think that I know a real horse when 
I see one. 

Uli tooted the car horn. "Aha," said Uli. 
"It has a sound-activated sensor. Did you 
see the ears move?" Uli, who is an engi­
neer, wanted to make sure I understood 
the concept. "Watch," he said as he tooted 
the horn once agai n. Sure enough, only 
the ears moved. 

I was tl1oroughly impressed '~~th this me­
chan ical marvel. I decided I had to have a 
picture of it to show my horse friends. Uli 
grabbed the camera, and I began walking 
toward the horse. When I go t within 50 
feet, the "fake" horse turned his head , 
looked at me, and slowly walked off. 

one since I've been he re," said Uli. 
"Wild horses!" I breathed. 
As we edged the car away, we turned 

back to watch the horse happily trotting 
down the middle of the road. Hearing a 
car approaching, he stepped off the road 
and waited for the car to pass. Resuming 
his travels he stepped back onto the road 
and continued on until he heard another 
vehicle . He once again stepped to the side 
to let the traffic pas . 

This little wild horse had more road 
sense than any of the well u-ained horses 
I'd ever known. 

E/.eanor Sabean lives in Woljvil/.e, ova Scotia. 
A freelance w1ite1; she contributes to several 
Canadian newsf1apers and Atlantic Horse 
and Pony Magazine. 

A New Nevada Magazine Contest 

Almost every traveler returns home with 

an amusing story to tell. Sometimes it's 

about a funny thing that happened-or an 

oddball character or unusual place. 
In our new Nevada Magazine Funny Stories 

Contest, we ask readers to submit their favorite 

amusing Nevada anecdotes of 150 words or less. 

Entries will be judged on a scale of one to 10, 

with 10 being the funniest. E-mail your entries 

to jhollister@nevadamagazine.com or mail to 

Joyce Hollister, Nevada Magazine, 401 N. 

Carson St., Carson City, NV 89701 by March 1 S. 
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Nevada Magazine's Guide to Entertainment and Attractions in the Silver State 

Elton John: 
All Keyed Up 
The former king of camp 
plays "The Red Piano" 

500 Great 
Events and Shows 
Around the State 

March/April 2005 





From 

With 
he words "Elton" and "Vegas" 

conjure a mental picture of ostrich 
feathers, platform boots, and diamond­

studded eyeglasses-the campy, vampy 
Elton John of the late '70s. So when the 
inger announced last summer that he would 

perform a special show, "The Red Piano," at 
Caesars Palace during Cel ine Dion's vacation 
breaks, it was easy to wonder: Which Elton 
would be sitting at the red grand piano? 

Perhaps we 'd see the fl amboyant and out­
spoken howman who keeps himself in the 
news, whether he's advocating gay marriage 
or needling Madonna for lip-syncing her 
concerts. 

Or we might find the otJ1er Elton, the man 
knighted by Queen Elizabeth in 1998 and 
owner of the voice that takes us back 20 or 
30 years, reminding us how good his songs 
really were and continue to be. After all , his 
last two albums, "Songs From the West 
Coast" and "Peachtree Road," are throwbacks 
to his '70s heyday. Piano and string arrnnge­
ments push aside synthesized dance beats, be­
fitting a singer who long ago lost his fa lsetto 
and today retie on a deeper re onance. 

Leave it to photographer and director 
David La Chapelle tofu e both aspects of the 
singer's legacy into a dazzling showcase in the 
4,100-seat Colosseum Showroom. Since ir 
Elton, 57 no longer kicks over the piano 
stool or runs amuck in his cone rts, 
LaChapelle compensates with visual energy, 
presenting a parade of images on the giant 
high-definition LED creen built for Celine 
Dion. 

At the start, howgoers have time to check 
out Elton' new stage appearance-basic 
dark suit with red shirt and cravat, which he 
calls his "Vampire Lestate look"-before 
neon motel and dirty-bookstore signs begin 
flashing on the LED screen to the percolat­
ing thump that becomes "Bennie and the 
Jets." 

The creen explodes into Peter Max colors 
for the second song, "Philadelphia Free-

PHOTO: Las Vegas News Bureau 

Sir Elton John stars in a visual showcase 
at Caesars Palace. By Mike Weatherford 

It was easy to wonder: Which Elton 
would be sitting at the red piano? 
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Photographs of Marilyn Monroe form a backdrop for "Candle in the Wind. " 

dom," mixing photo of the early Elton 
with a barrage of film and photo cele­
brating the disco era. 

The omewhat mysteriou "Dan iel" is 
clarified by the on- creen how. For years 
"Daniel" remained cryptic, Elton tell the 
crowd, becau e he cut the third ve1 e. The 
video eliminate any gue work, focu ing 
on a upine young man as he transform 
from sun-baked surfer to the subject of a 
military funeral. 

The letters 
"L-0-V-E" make 

explicit the show's 
larger themes of 
love and passion, 
further signified 

by the piano's 
red color. 

Elton sings "Don 't Let the un Go 
Down on Me," a couple on the screen 
dance in and out of the frame in a baJlet 
of violent domestic passion. That ame 
voyeuri m trip celeb1ity of its glamour for 
grainy black-and-white views of Marilyn 
Monroe during "Candle in the Wind" and 
the backstage maelsu·om surrounding a 
shell-shocked Elton (played by Justin 
Timberlake of' Sync) at the apex of hi 
career in "Rocket Man." Catherine Zeta-Jones, Michael Douglas, and Barbara Walters visit Elton backstage at Caesars. 

But as s on as we ponder the down ide 
of sleaze and celebrity, we celebrat them 
again as Elton launches into a high­
tech arrangement of "PinbaJI Wizard." 
Speed d-up film of the Strip race in and 
out f casino to capture eedy-looking 
gamblers and strippers in a way that make 
you want to join in. 

Speaking of strippers, Pamela Ander on 
cavorts on a stripper's pole for the video of 
"The Bitch ls Back," augmented by real 
bubbles. 

I f all thi sugge ts that Elton may have 
become the human soundtrack Lo an 
epic TV how, the notion isn't far off. 

The how i kimpy on live-camera close­
ups of the singer or his band. Al o, the pro­
duction could use a song or two that calm 
the visuals and al low Elton to dominate the 
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tage as he u ed to do. But for his first year 
at Caesars, at least, Elton has tuck fast to a 
90-minute, 15-song formaL Her ache out 
to the audience with between- ong banter 
and during the fina le, " aturday Night's 
Alright for Fighting," when a few lucky pa­
u-on get to come onstage to dance amid 
giant inflatable hot dogs and ice-cream 
cones. 

By the end, the giant I Lters "L-0-V-E" 
make explicit the show' larger theme of 
love and passion, further ignified by the 
piano's red color. 

The music sp aks for itself, whether it's 
as new as "Answer in the ky" from 
"Peachtree Road" or as clas ic as the en­
core, Elton's 1970 breakthrough hit, "Your 

ong." It's ve ryone's song now, and the 
shared ownersh ip extends Lo nearly every 

song in the show. If Elton feels h can take 
a detached seat at the piano to celebrate 
the e classics, rather than working in over­
drive to sell them as he did in the old days, 
that i the reason he can. 

Show Notes 
"The R d Piano" tarring Elton J ohn 

play in the Colosseum Showroom at 
ae a1 Palace in Las Vegas on March 29-

30 and pril 1-3, 5-6, and 8-10. how time 
i 7:30 p.m. Tickets cost IIO, 192.50, and 
275, including tax. Drinks are extra. all 

8 8-4-ELTO :J to order tickets. For show 
packages call 800-634-6001. For group 
rate call 702-731-7208. 

Mike Weatherford is an enl.erlainmenl columni I 
for the Las Vegas Review:Journal. 

PHOTOS: Las Vegas News Bureau 





A
s La Vega continue its cente n­
nia l celebratio n, the NASCAR 
fl ag d ro ps at the La Vegas Motor 

peedway, and Rod Stewart per­
fo rms at MGM Grand. Nevada Magazine 
pre ems the fo llowing events cheduled 
m outhern evada during the city's 
cen te nnial year. Call ahead to confi rm 
dates and details of events or visit www. las 
vega 2005.org fo r centennial info rmatio n. 

Yabba Dabba Video Poker Tournament • Feb. 27-March 2 • 249 

entry. Flamingo Las Vegas, 800.225-4 2. 

"Taming of the Shrew" • March I • Perfo1111ancc by Tony 

Award-winning tah hakcspcarean Festival. Virgin Valley 

1 ligh School, Mesquite, 702-346-5295. 

"Love's Labor's Lost" • March 2-6 • Shakespeare's talc of four 

bo) who decide LO improve themselves by living a monas­

Li lifestyle. Bia k Box Theatre, NLV, Las cgas, 702-895-

ART. 

Spy Kids 3·D Game Over • March 3 • \\'inter film series. East 

Las Vegas Community (',enter, Las Vegas, 702-229-1 515. 

"The Rope" • March 3-6 • Eugene O'Neill 's play about a dys­

functional family. Community College of outhem Ne ada, 

Nonh Las Vegas, 702-652-5483. 

Kawasaki Team Green Laughlin U.S. Hare Scrambles • larch 4-6 

• Best in the Desert off-road motorcycle race. State Route 

163, I 0 miles west of Laughlin, '""v.bitd.lasvegas.net. 

Jeremy Camp • March 5 • lcrcy Me opens the concert. 

Thomas and Mack Cente1; L"IS Vegas, 702-739-FANS. 

AR E A E V E N TS AND S H O W S 

Vienna Boys Choir . March 5 . hoir covers five centurie of Viol inist Chee Yun performs with the Las Vegas Philharmonic on April 9 at UNLV. 

music. Artemus Ham I lall, UNLV, L1S Vegas, 702-895-ARTS. 

Dam Dance • March 5 • Annual square and round dance. 

l~ou lder ity Gym, Boulder City, 702-293-1359. 

Lox, Eggs, and Onions • March 6 • Humorist Jerry Teamkin 

performs a one-man show. ummerlin Libra!]', Las Vegas, 

702-794-0090. 

Tip Toe Through the Tu lips Slot Tournament • March (}.9 • 249 

entry. Flamingo Las Vegas, 800-225-4 2. 

Informal Dance Concert • ~ larch 8 • Ballet, modern dance, 

jau, tap, ballroom, yoga, and Middle-Eastern presentations. 

Nicholas I lorn Theatre, Community College of uthern 

Nevada, North Las Vegas, 702-65 1-4201. 

"Voice on the Western Wind" • March 9-13 • A fa1111er make 

a deal with a stranger and gives up control of his life. Paul 

1 larris Theatre, LV, Las Veg-<tS, 702 95-ART . 

World of Outlaws • March 10-11 • Winged sprint cars race on 
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the din track. Las Vegas Motor peedway, L1S Vegas, call 

00-644-4444 for further evem information. 

NASCAR Bud Pole Day • ~ larch 11 • Quali~ing and practice. 

uper peedway, Las Vegas Motor peedway, Las Vegas, 00. 

644-4444. 

NASCAR Race Jam • March 11-13 • Emertainment held in 

co1tjunction with 1 AS \R Weekend at the Las Vegas Motor 

peedway, Fremom treet Experience, L1S Vegas, 1isit 

www.vegasexperiencc.com. 

Southern Highlands Collegiate Golf Championship • March 11-13 

• Fifteen teams play, including eight of the top I 0 ranked 

schools. Southern Highlands Golf Club, Las Vegas, 702-242-

3003. 

Sam's Town 300 • March 12 • N CAR Busch ries race. 

uper peed""'>'• Las Vegas Motor peed""')'. Las Vegas, 00. 

644-4444 for additional infonnation on NASCAR Weekend. 

Curtis Stigers • March 12 • Jau singer-saxophonist perfor­

mance. Reed ~\~1ipple Center, Las Vegas, 702-229-6211. 

Fiesta Flamenca • March 12-1 3 • panish dance troupe. 

Nicholas Horn Theatre, Community College of Southern 

evada, 'orth Las Vegas, 702-651-4201. 

World Series of Poker • March 12-22 • Rio, Las Vegas, 877-367-

9767. 

Community Roots: The History of West Las Vegas • ~ larch 12 and 

J 9 • Workshop on Afri an-American pioneers in \\'est Las 

Vegas and Nevada history conducted by Ray Willis. West Las 

Vegas Arts Center, Las Vegas, 702-229-4800. 

Rudy and Edie Aikels Quintet • March 13 • Bass and vocal ja1_z 

concert. Winchester Cultural Center, Las Vegas, 702-3 13-

6778 for event infonnation. 



Monster Jam World Finals • March 19 • Sam 

Boyd Stadium, L"IS Vegas, 702-739-F NS. 

Prague Symphony Orchestra • March 19 • 

Concert includes Beethoven's Symphony 

No. 6. Artemus Ham Hall , NL\/, Las Vegas, 

702-895-ARTS. 

"The Magic School Bus" • March 19 • Play for 

chi ldren. Henderson Pavi lion, Henderson, 

702-267-4849. 

Field Cookery and the Army Diet, 1840-1865 • 

larch 19 • Living-history demonstration and 

lecture. Old L"IS Vegas Mo1111on Fon tate 

Historic Park, Las Vegas, 702-4 6-35 11. 

Piano Concerto Competition • March 19 • Sixth 

annual event. Recital I !all , Community 

College of Southern 1 evada, North Las 

Vegas, 702-65 1-420 1. 

Spring Festival • ~ l arch 20 • Family picnic 

features ~ od, entertainment, conte ts, and 

music. Freedom Park, Las Vegas, 702-383-

8395. 

Henderson Civic Symphony • March 20 • Young 

artist concen. Valley View Recreation Cente1; 

l lcnderson, 702-267-4 49. 

Savion Glover: lmprovography • March 21 • 

Tony Award-winning choreographer. Arte­

mus I lam Hall , NL\/, Las Vegas, 702-895-

ART. 
Pitcher Edwin Jackson takes aim on the season opener 
for the las Vegas 51 s of the Pacific Coast league. 

International Food and Folklife Festival • March 

23 • Annual ultural-di,·e1 ity celebration fea-

Las Vegas Wind Quintet • March 13 • Chamber music. 

Charleston HeighLs C'.enter, Las Vegas, 702-229-6383. 

UAW·Daimler Chrysler 400 • ~larch 13 • NAS \R Nextel Cup 

series race. For the first time, three·day pit pass<.'S are avail­

able on a fi1 t-come basis. Super Speedway, Las Vegas Motor 

peedway, Las Vegas, 00-644-4444. 

Nevada Chamber Symphony • March 13 • Clark County 

Library, Las Vegas, 702-433-9280. 

Sandstone Canyon Hike • March 13 and 19 • Three-hour, 

three-mile, moderate-to-strenuous hike. piing lountain 

Ranch tate Park, 15 mileswestofL"IS Vegas, 702-875-4141. 

Blarney Stone Bucks Slot Tournament • March 14-16 • •lamingo 

Laugh lin, 800-43:>-8469. 

Khac Chi • larch 15 • Ensemble uses insmunents that rep­

resent 2,000 years of cultural history. ~Iesquite Campus 

Theatre, Mesquite, 702-3-16-5295. 

St. Patrick's Day Dance • March lj • Featuring Carl Grol'c 

Combo. Charleston Heights Center, Las Vegas, 702-229-

6383. 

Teada • March 17 • t. Patrick' Day concert. \'alley View 

Recreation Cente1; Henderson, 702-267-4 49. 

Dance Concert • ~ l arch 18 • Little Theatre, Community 

College of Southern Nevada, North L1s Vegas, 702-651-

4201. 

Friday Cruise Night • ~ l arch 18 • Sunrise Ranch Bar and Grill, 

North Las Vegas, 702-643-0000. 

Al Ek and the Shuffle-Aires • March I 8 • Downtown Cultural 

Series noon conceit. Lloyd D. George U .. Courthouse, Las 

Vegas, 702-229-10 7. 

tu res entertainment and food. Clark County 

Government Center, Las Vegas. wmv.lasvegas2005.org. 

Dutch Oven Cooking • ~ larch 26 • Children's program, Old 

Las Vegas Mormon Fort State Histo1ic Park, Las Vegas, 702-

486-3511. 

Erik Aliana and the Korongo Jam • March 26 • The music 

of Cameroon. Recd Whipple Center, Las Vegas, 702-

229-62 11. 

Old nme Barn Dance • March 26 • Sc1uare, mixers, 

contrns, waives, and polkas. Charleston I !eights 

Center. Las Vegas, 702-229-6383. 

Easter Sunday Breakfast Cruise • March 27 • T1ip 

on Lake Mead aboard the DPsert P1i11ms pad­

dlewheeler. I-l emem1'il)' I !arbor, Lake Mead 

ational Recreation Area, 702-293-61 0. 

Masquerade of Cash Slot Tournament • ~ larch 27-29 

• Fi1 t place 50,000. lmpe1ial Palace, L"IS Vegas, 

800-634-6-14 1, ext. 2. 

Laughlin River Stampede PRCA Rodeo • March 30-April 3 

• lore than 700 athletes compete for 225,000 in 

priLe money. Events nter, Laughlin , 702-298-

2214. 

Big League Weekend • Ap1il 1-2 • The Seattle 

Mariners play tl1e Chicago Cubs in the home 

stadium of tl1e Triple-A Las Vegas 5 ls. 

Cashman Field, Las Vegas, 702-386-7200. 

"Wit" • April 1-3, 6-10, 13-17 • An English 

professor has a rational approach when 

dealing \vith terminal illne . Black B x 

Theau·e, NL\/, L"IS Vegas, 702-895-

BrightlightCity• March 18-May 15 • venartistsshowtheir ART. 

interpretation of Las Vegas. Charleston Heights Center, Las 

Vegas, 702-229-63 3. 

Drum Fest • Ap1il 2 • Fourth annual 

percussion festival. Henderson 

Pa,ilion, Henderson, 702-267· 

4849. 

20, 16- 17 • Three-hour, three-mile, moderatc-tcrstrenuous 

hike. Spring Mountain Ranch tale Park, 15 miles west of 

Las Vegas, 702-875-4 14 I. 

"The Frog Prince" • April 2, 4, 9 • Missoula hildren's Theatre. 

Valley View Recreation Cente1; Henderson, 702-267-4849. 

Jau Singers Concert • Ap1il 5 • From jan standarcls to 

Broadway. Nicholas Horn Theatre, Community College of 

Southern 1evada, 1 orth L"IS Vegas, 702-651-4201. 

Ultimate Challenge Blackjack Tournament • April 8-10 • First 

place 20,000. Imperial Palace, Las Vegas, 00-634-6441 , 

ext. 2. 

"(W)Rites of Passage" • April I 0, 14- 17 • Local students pre­

sent obsen"ations and expe1ienccs in words, morement, and 

drama. Reed Whipple Center, Las Vegas, 702-229-6553. 

"Songs from Mama's Table" • April 9 • A cappella choi rs. 

Henderson Pa,~ lion , l lende1 on, 702-267-4849. 

"A World of Harmony" • April 9 • \liolini t Chee Yun appears 

with the Las Vegas Philha1111onic. Anemus Ham Hall , 

UN L\I, Las Vegas, 702-895-ART . 

Teddy Bear Tea and Fashion Show • Apri l I 0 • Benefit fo r the 

Lied Discovery Chi ldren's Museum, tickets 75. J.W. 

Marriott, Las Vegas, 702-3 2-3445. 

LPGA Takefuji Classic • Ap1il 11-16 • Top women golfers com­

pete in the LPGA Tour event. Las Vegas Country Club, Las 

Vegas, 702-898-4653. 

NHRA SummitRacing.com Nationals • April 14- 17 • Drag racing. 

L"IS Vegas Motor peech1"<1y, Las Vegas, 800-644-4444. 

"Days of Wine and Roses" • April 14- 17, 21-24 • Drama abotll 

Juan L. Sanchez Ensemble • March 19 • panish, Latin, and 

~ l iddle-L"IStern music. East Las Vegas Center, Las Vegas, 702· 

229-1515 for event information. Sandstone Canyon Hike • April 2, Rod Stewart headl ines April 2 at t he MGM Grand 's a rena. 
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• Tours include 

complimentary Las Vegas 

hotel pick up & drop off 

• Airplane tours typically in 

19 passenger planes 

window seats guaranteed! 

• All tours DOT & 
FAA certified 

• Prices all inclusive 

• Time for photographs 

and stops 

• Most tours have s everal 

departures daily 

• Call now for more 
details or see website. 

YES 
./ Voted 2002 

"Best Tours" 

./ Varied & Unique Tours 

./ Safe & Reliable 

./ Inclusive Price 

./ FREE Meals 

Most Tours 

./ Convenient T imes 

NO 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

NO Worries 

NO Gimmicks 

NO Extra Food Costs 

NO Standby Seats 

NO Booking Fees 

NO Nasty Surcharges 

NO Time Share 

Presentations 
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' -c ., 

• c:..-::t o-
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7C 
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1 800 LOOKTDURS ---- ,,... 
Save up to Hoover Dam Mini & 118 Save up to Grand Canvon luxurv I 10 Ellb Deluxe Tours II 80 EICbBusTour :;g~·1:::~""oo' l 

;;~~~~~9~ ~a~~ tours around!" 11 Newest modem 50+ passeng
1

:~ !~n~ilt~~~~~~\~~~s 
2 ho rs at M"ghty Hoover Dam and overlook 11 Continental breakfast & buffet lunch included 

u 1. . See Hoover Dam, Lake Mead & Colorado River 
See Dam Inside & Out. Lake Mead and the Colorado River 11 Visit Grand Canyon National Park at South Rim 
Full and half-day tours available I Extinct Volcanoes - Most colorful landscape I 
Deluxe tour includes Chocolate Factory & lunch I Widest & deepest part of the Canyon Approx. 14 hours hotel to hotel 

I Call (702) 243 0181 Ext 200 * Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 11 Limited Seats at this Price. I 
l www.looktours.com Vod·...,rrrt-• Noc..nv ... e..p1MOoOS~ NESes a86 1 Call (702) 243 0181 Ext. 200 * Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 ) 

) \ www.looktours.com Vod""'rrrt-• Noc..nv... e..p1MOoOSCodt NEss1 ------------------ -----------------
~----------------~~----------------~ 
I up to Grand Canvon -Hoover Dam 11 up to Grand Canvon Above & Below 1 
I 840 Airplane Tour ~~,;,s~:.~ ·each 11886 .~he Rim Air~l~n~. Tour I 
I . . orr "Soar like an eagle along the rim!" I 1 Off R~~2C:.~~ e~.~;o~~~;~-~~~~ person I 
I Scenic a~na~ flight tour of the Western Grand Canyon 11 Aerial views of Hoover Dam, Colorado River & Lake Mead Only tour to fly below I 
I 

Panoramic v1e:-vs of L~s Vega~ . Hoover Dam & Lake Mead the rim of the Grand Canyon Land down at the inner gorge of the North Rim 
Comfort.able air-cond1t1oned airplane 11 Authentic cowboys & enjoy western lunch Short van ride to the Canyon edge I 

I See Indian Lands, extinct volcanoes, Las Vegas landscape I Optional "Ride the ATVs to the edge & back" (approx. $50 upgrade if desired) I 
Approx 3.5 hours hotel to hotel I Stand right on the edge of the Mighty Canyon Approx. 7 hours hotel to hotel 

I Call (702) 243 0181 Ext. 200 * Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 11 Call (702) 243 0181 Ext. 200 • Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 I 
l www.looktours.com Voldwllhrrrt-• Noc..nv ... EJp!MOoOSCodt NESAJ l www.looktours.com v..i..,rrrt-• Noc..nv ... EJp!MOoOSCodt NESA1• ) 
__________________ ) ________________ _ 
~----------------~r----------------~ '178 up to Grand Canvon Heli 11 1/2 up to Grand Canvon -Hoover Dam 1 

! -.s~u•~""!!~~~~~~n~~~~ ~!.~bD! ! ,,. _. lU.~:.~:~~f £~2r~,_J 
I 2 action-packed adventures for the price of 1 Luxury 6 passenger jet helicopter 11 Fly - Above the Canyon edge, below and through the Grand Canyon Slate of the I 
I flight by Hoover Dam. Lake Mead, Colorado River Low altitude flight deep in the I I art VIP air conditioned luxury 6 passenger jet helicopter See Hoover Dam & I 

Grand Canyon See Canyon above & below lhe Rim Land at working western Lake Mead FREE Las Vegas Helicopter tour on return Departs 5 times a day 

I ranch Western style meal Cowboy & cowgirt fun: myths & stories, I Approx. 3.5 hours hotel to hotel I 
gunfights, music & horse riding (optional cost) FREE Las Vegas helicopter tour on I 

I your return Departs 5 times a day Approx. 4.5 hours hotel to hotel I I C II (702l243 0181 E t 200 • Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 I 
Call (702) 243 0181 Ext. 200 * Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 a x • l www.looktours.com v..i""'rrrt-• Noc..nv ... EJp!MOoOSCodt NESH< ) l www.loo tours.com v..i..,rrrt-• Noc..nv ... EJp!MOoOSCodt NESH2J ------------------ -----------------
~----------------~~----------------~ 
I Reg.saoea.Nowfrom las Vegas bV Night 11 up to Grand Canyon Ultimate I 
1826°0nlySfS4.

99

f'ach Helicopter Tour 1 ISUl If ·+wav~ Tour . J 
I ' Las Vegas nights & city sites from above!' 1

1 
Airplane- Helicopter- Bus - Rrver boat Combo! I I eac Reg. $354 ea. Now from $259.99 ea~h person . 

I 6 passenger helicopters with large view windows FREE Champagne toast to the I I 1. Airplane: Las Vegas lo Hoover Dam & Grand Canyon Western Rim (Re~um flight I 
night flight Cruise down the Las Vegas Strip Aerial views as you pass the Luxor to Las Vegas by airplane too!) 2. Helicopter: De;;cend 4000 ft from the Rim to the 

I light beam, MGM Grand, Caesars Palace. Bellagio & more Fly by Stratosphere I I Cany'?" floor a_nd land down (Return ascent by helicopter tool) 3. River. Boat: I 
Tower & Neon Glitter Gulch Approx. 1.2 hours hotel to hotel (flight duration Relaxing 20 minute cruise along the Colorado Rrver 4. Bus Tour: Scenic tour I approx 14 minutes) 11 along the rim with Indian guide Stand on the Canyon edge BBQ style meal I 

· overtooking Grand Canyon Approx. 6 hours hotel to hotel 
I Call (702) 243 0181 Ext. 200 * Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 11 Call (702) 243 0181 Ext. 200 • Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 I 
l www.looktours.com v..i..,rrrt-• Noc..nv ... EJp!MOoOSCodt NESHN l www.looktours.com v..i""'rrrt-• Noc..nv ... EJp!MOoOSCodrNESAI ) 
__________________ ) ________________ _ 
~----------------~~----------------~ 
I Save up to Horseback Riding & 11 Up to vanev Of Fire OU-Road I 

!saDQJf .~~~~!1!!!~~ Dinner !!S30QJf !!J,~!'!~~~!rhairl" ! 
I Reg. S 150 ea. Now from S 119.99 each person II . . . Reg. $165 ea." Now from $134.99 each person I 

Scenic drive to Spring Mountain (included) 2 hour guided wilderness horse trail ride Scenic dnve lo Valley of Fire & Logandale Trail Easy to operate personal ATV 4x4 I Hearty Sizzlin' steak dinner with fixin"s Helmets provided for kids. 5 years+ 11 2 .. 5 hour guided <?If ~d ATV adventure by sandstone cliffs & red rock f<?rmations I 
I 

Approx 4 to 5 hours total Breakfast & Lunch rides available from $99.99 per person P"'!'IC lunch & dnnk~ (included) Helmets, gloves & goggles provided (included) I · 11 Visit Hollywood movie spots Approx. 5.5 hours total 

I Call (702) 243 0181 Ext. 200 * Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 11 Call (702) 243 0181 Ext. 200 • Toll Free 1 800 566 5868 I 
l www.looktours.com v..i""'rrrt-• Noe1111v .... e..p-~. hESlfl2. lftl.1t1A ' l www.looktours .com v..i""'rrrt-•.Noe1111v ... EJp!MOoOSCodt NESoe ) 
_________________ ., ________________ _ 



Fiesta Flamenca appears March 12-13 at the Community College of Southern Nevada. 

a couple coping with alcohol addiction. Little Theatre, 

Community College of Southern evada, North Las Vegas, 

702-651-4201. 

Friday Night Cruise • Ap1il 15 • Fainvay Chevrolet, L-is Vegas, 

702-643-0000. 

Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Company • April 15 • Anemus 

Ham Hall, UNLV, Las Veb'll.S, 702-895-ARTS. 

Kids Day • April 16 • Lessons and crafts about ative 

Americans, kindergarten through fiftl1 grade. Mu t pre-reg­

ister. Lost City Museum, Overton, 702-397-2 193. 

Leland Faulkner • Apri l 16 • Perfo1mance for children in­

cludes storytelling, pantomime, and shadow-play. Valley 

View Recreation Center, Henderson, 702-267-4849. 

The Life of a Soldier During the Late War, 1861 -1865 • April 16 • 

Living-history lecture by costumed soldiers. Old L-is Vegas 

Mo1mon Fort State Histo1ic Park, Las Vegas, 702-486-35 11. 

Riviera's SOth Anniversaiy Party• Ap1il 17-24 • Celeb1itics, lO UJ' 

naments, and special events commemorate the Strip resort's 

opening in April 1955. Riviera Hotel, Las Vegas, 702-734-

5110. 

"The Graduate" • Ap1il 19-24 • L-is Vegas Broadway se1ies. 

Cashman Theatre, Las Vegas, 702-798-5090. 

Budweiser World Cup Finals• Ap1il 20-24 • Dressage and jump­

ing event. Thomas and Mack Center, Las Vegas, 702-739-

FA.NS. 

Laughlin River Run • April 20-24 • More tl1an 60,000 1-larley­

Davidson fans gatl1er for a bike rally tl1at includes concerts, 

poker run, competitions, and vendor booths. Laughlin, 800-

357-8223. 

Ten Minute Play Festival • Ap1il 20-24 • NLV playwrights. Paul 

Hanis Theatre, NL\/, Las Vegas, 702-895-A.RTS. 

Golden Bough Trio • April 21 • Celtic folk music. Mesquite 

Campus Theatre, Mesquite, 702-346-5295. 

Digging Histoiy • April 23 • Archeological program for chil­

dren. Old L-is Vegas Mormon Fon late Historic Park, Las 

~'"~ E VENTS AND SHOWS 
is a section of 

NEVADA 
MAGAZINE 

For Subscriptions Call: 1-800-495-3281 

Vegas, 702-486-351 1 for info1111ation on park programs. 

Claire Bloom: Shakespeare's Women• Ap1il 23 • British actress 

Claire Bloom perfo1ms the writer's greatest women char­

acters to mark the Bard's 440th birthday. Artemus Ham 

Hall, UNLV, Las Vegas, 702-895-A.RTS. 

Earth Day Weekend • Ap1il 23-24 • Demonsu-ations and a 

guided nature hike Ull"ough the Ash Grove Trail on Ap1il 

24. piing Mountain Ranch tale Park, 15 miles west of Las 

Vegas, 702-875-4141. 

Third Annual CCSN Jazz Week• Ap1il 25-29 • Big bands April 

25, combo nigln April 26, vocalja1.zAp1il 27,ja1.z invitational 

Ap1il 28, arranger's holiday Ap1il 29. icholas Horn 

Theatre, Community College of Soutl1ern Nevada, 1onh 

Las Vegas, 702-651-420 1. 

Peanut Pals Swap Meet• Apri l 27 • Collecto1 of Planters and 

Mr. Peanut memorabilia gather. Railhead , Boulder Station, 

Las Vegas, 620-703-7874. 

Mesquite Days • Ap1il 28-May I • Carni1"<1l, vendor bootl1s, 

parnde, fireworks, and emcrtainmem. Old Mill Park, 

Mesquite, 702-346-8732, ext. 0. 

Tournament of Seats Poker Tournament • Ap1il 29-May I • 

Qualifying rounds for World Se1ics of Poker. I-Ian-ah ·s 

L,ughlin , 702-298-4600. 

"You Can't Take It With You" • Ap1il 29-May I, 5-8 • Broad1vay 

comedy. Judy Bayley Theatre, UNL\I, Las Vegas, 702-895-

ARTS. 

Mozaik • April 30 • Celtic and Eastern European music. 

l-lende1 on Pavilion, I lenderson, 702-267-4849. 

Antique Air Show Parade • May 7 • More tl1an I 00 airplanes 

fly over tl1e L-is Vegas Suip. Evem features a Oy-in of an an­

tique Jenny aircraft to commemornte the first commercial 

night imo Las Vegas. Air show is pan of the celebration of 

the Las Vegas Centennial. North Las Vegas Airport, North 

L-is Vegas, Wl>'v.iasvegas2005.org. 

Cinco de Mayo Festival• May 8 • Family picnic feawres food, 

music, contests, and emertainment. Freedom Park, L-is 

Vegas, 702-383-8395. 
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Dale Earnhardt Jr. makes a pit stop during Las Vegas' NASCAR Weekend . Ra ces on Ma rch 
10-13 include World of Outlaws, the Sam's Town 300, and the UAW-Daimler Chrys ler 400. 

Helldorado Days Western Village • May 10-15 • Livery stable, 

general store, entertai nment, food vendors, whiskerino con­

test, and kangaroo court Main Street Station parking lot, 

Las Vegas, 702-28 1-0687. 

Las Vegas' 100th Birthday Celebration • May 14 • Three 

Helldorado parades downtown including Kiddies, Old 

Timers, and Hotel and Casino parades. Fou11h and Fremont 

streelS, Las Vegas, www.lasvegas2005.org. 

Happy Birthday, Las Vegas • May 15 • Re<reation of the 1905 

land auction takes place at Main Street talion. The world's 

largest binhday cake weighing more than 130,000 pounds, 

and a street pany at the Fremont Street Experience. 

Do111nown , Las Vegas, www.lasvegas2005.org. 

Nevada Passage • May 19-24 • Made-for-television advemure 

race takes place in stale11; de rural and urban areas. Rock 

Climbing and ramble takes place May 19, Red Rock 

Canyon ational Consen'l!tion Area, Las Vegas. Personal 

Watercraft Time Trials take place May 20, Lake Mead, 

Boulder City. www.travelne1'3da.com. 

"Tapestry" • May 27 • The evada Youth Alliance begins 

more than 40 performances of an Oligi nal cemen nial mu­

sical. icholas Hom Theau·e, Community College of 

Southern evada, onh Las Vegas, plus additional I ca­

tions, 702-393-6163. 

36th Annual World Series of Poker• June 2july 15 • Play 11; 1l 

be held at the Rio June 2july 13 and conclude at Bini n's 

Horseshoe July 14-15. Rio and Binion's Horseshoe, Las 

Vegas, 877-367-9767. 

Once Upon 100 Weddings• June 9 • 100 couples 1vi ll be wed 

on the Fremom treet Experience mall to celebrate Las 

Vegas' cemennial. Dowmown, Las Vegas. For more in for­

mation vis it """''. lasvcgas2005.org. 

CineVegas 2005 • June 10-18 • Film festival features acto1 

and films that have a Las Vegas theme and 11; 1l explore the 

city's impact on the mo1;e industry in the last 100 )'Ca1 . 

Also, a national comest is under ""'Y to choose the "Five 

Favorite Vegas 1m•es of All Time. Brenden Theatres, 

Palms Casino, Las Vegas, 702-229-6712. 

Interfaith Choir• June l!>- 16 • Cemennial event ·15hman 

Theatre, Las Vegas, www.lasvegas2005.org. 

The Mormon Celebration• June l!>-18 • 150th anniversary of 

door pageam on the "Trail of I-lope" and the establishment 

of the Mo1mon foothold in Las Vegas. Location TBA, 

11'1vw.lasvegas2005.org. 

Centennial Birthday Bash: Las Vegas Style • July 2 • Founh of 

J uly party with headliners. Emertainers and location TBA, 

ll'lvw.lasvegas2005. 

The McMillin Nevada 1,000 • Ju ly 6- 10 • A 1,000-milc Best in 

the Desert off-road race begins J uly 6 with registration at the 

uncoasl in Las Vegas. The four-day race in Cemral Ne1'3da 

will be staged around Beatty, Goldfield, and Tonopah. Las 

Vegas, 702-64 1-243 1. 

"Guys and Dolls" • Aug. 10- 13, 17-20, 24-27 • Broadll'll)' mu­

sical presemed under the stars. pring Mountain Ranch 

State Park, 15 miles west of Las Vegas, 702-594-PLAY. 

San Gennaro Feast • Sept 1 :;.18 • 1 t.1lian food, mu ic, a11is1S, 

craft~men , and ca111 i1-.11. Boca Park, Las \'egas, 702-286-4944. 

Mexican Independence Day Festival • pt 1 • 194th an­

niversary event feawres music, food, and emertainmem. 

Freedom Park, Las Vegas, 702-383-8395. 

NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series • Sept 24 • Las Vegas l\lotor 

peed11'3), Las Vegas, 800-&!+4444. 

Sparks and Las Vegas Black Tie 50/50 Ball • Oct TBA • Held in 

conjunction with the Nevada League of Cities meeting Oct. 

11-16. Dinner 11ill celebrate the parks and Las Vegas cen­

te1111ial celebrations. Golden ugget, Las \'eg;1S, 702-229-

2005. 

Las Vegas Invitational • Oct 12-16 • PGA Tour el'enl. TPC 

Summerlin, TPC Cm1yons, and Southern Highlands, UL~ 

Vegas, 702-242-3000. 

NH RA ACDelco Las Vegas Nationals • Oct 20-23 • Drag racing. 

Las Vegas Motor peedway, Las Vegas, 702-644-4444. 

Professional Bull Riders • 1ol'. 3-6 • Thomas and Mack Cemer, 

Las \'e!f<IS, 702-739-FANS. 

Aviation Nation Nellis Air Force Base Air Show • 1ol'. 10-12 • Air 

races, demonstrations, static di pla) . Nellis Air Force Base, 

l...1S Veg<IS, 702-229-2005. 

National Finals Rodeo • Dec. 2-11 • Thomas and lack Center, 

Las Vegas, 702-739-F S. 

Las Vegas Showdown • Dec. 17 • NLV basketball games. 

Thomas and Mack Cemcr, l...1S Vegas, 702-739-FANS. 

Las Vegas Bowl • Dec. 23 • College football game. Sam Bo)d 

radium, Las Vegas, 702-739-F S. 

Spring Mountain Ranch Walking Tours • Daily guided 4!>-minute 

tour of the historic site's resen·oir and Wilson ravesite and 

the blacksmith shop and Sandstone Cabin, the second old­

est buildings in the Las Vegas Valley. Spring Mountain 

Ranch tale Park, 15 mi les wesl of Las Vcg<IS, 702-875-4141. 

Free Concerts • Tues.-Sat al the Fremom Street Expe1iencc, 

Las Ve!f<IS, 702-678-5777. 

CasaBlanca Gaming Tournaments • Keno on Wed. and Sat SlolS 

on un. CasaBlanca, Mesquite, 8()0-459-PLA''. 

Oasis Gaming Tournaments • Keno on ~Ion., Fri., and un. 

Blackjack on Mon. lolS on Thurs. 1 o Limit l lold 'Em on 

Sun. Piaa and poker on Wed. Early Bird Poker hootoul 

on Mon.-F1i. Bad Beat Progressive Jackpot poker on Wed. 

and Sun. Oasis, ~ l esquite, 800-21-0ASI . 

Virgin River Gaming Tournaments • SlolS on Tues. and Thurs. 

the founding of the Old Mormon Fort features a rcdedica- A 1954 Chrysler New Yorker custom built for Howa rd Hughes is on di splay at the Aut o 

lion ceremony, concerlS, fireworks, and a 200-pcrson out- Collections at Imperial Palace in Las Vegas. An air-filt ration syst e m is in the t runk (inset) . 
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Blackjack on Fri. Keno on Tues. and Thurs. \ 'irgin 

Rher, Mesquite, 800.31f>-7721. 

Poker Tournaments• Dail). Golden 'ugget, l•IS \'egas, 

702-. f'>-7111. 

"Cult of Potato" • Thru March 5 • Mixed-media 

potatc:xentrir exhibition. C'.ontemporal) Arts 

Collecti1 -, l•i;, \'egas, 702-382-3886. 

Valerie Barns• ·niru March 6 • Photograph) exhibit. 

piing \ 'alle) Librdl), Las \'egas, 702-507-. 20. 

Moving Pictures: Susanne Forestieri • Thru ~ l arch 13 • 

Oil paintings b1 Las \'eg-ds figuratiu· artist. 

Charleston I lcight.s Center, Las \ 'egas, 702-229-6: 3. 

Through My Father's Eyes • Th ru larch 13 • 

mithsonian exhibition feature; photogrdphs b) 

Filipino-Amc1i an Ricardo Ocrcto harado. Las 

\ 'eg-.i.' An ~ l useum , UIS \'egas, 702-360-80 0. 

The Beginning of a Cultural Artistic Legacy• llm1 March 

13 • Combined exhibit b) the late Alben Fennell 

and his daughter imone celebrate African 

American I listOr) Month. Rainbow Libra')', Las 

\ 'cg;1S, 702-507-37 10. 

Joseph Palermo: Retrospective • Thru March 13 • 

Paintings, drawings, linocut.s, and sculptures b1 the 

l•i;, \'cgan who;c careers include boxer, blackjack 

Leland Faulkner's performance for children includes 
storytelling, pantomime, shadow-play, and origami 
making. He performs April 16 at the Valley View 
Recreation Center in Henderson. 

dcalc1; soldie1; air-trafli controller, mercenary, and doo-wop 

group manager. Las \'egas Art Muse um, Las \'egas, 702-360-

8000 for details. 

Austine Wood Camarow • Thru March 13 • Polarized light col­

lage exhibition. Las \'egas n luseum, UIS Vegas, 702-360-

8000 for details. 

Community Roots: The History of West Las Vegas• ll1ru March 

19 • \\'eek! workshops focus on pionee1 . in \\'e t Las \'eg;1S 
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histOI)'. \\'est Las Vegas Ans Cc111er, L'ls \'egas, 702-2294800. 

Photography: Las Vegas Now and Then • ll1ru March 20 • 

~ l arjorie Barrick Museum, 1L\', Las \'egas, 702-89!>-3381. 

Up Close and Personal: The People of Las Vegas • Thru March 

20 • Paintings b • Diane Eugstcr. \\'est harleston Libra')', 

Las \'egas, 702-507-39-10. 

Centennial Exhibition: Collagist Merrilee Hortt • Thm ~ l arch 27 

• Works created from found matc1ial and 01iginal images. 

Discover something for everyone. 

March 26 
Pahrump Valley Chamber Golf Gala 

11ountain Falls Golf Oub 

April9 
Easter Egg Hunt 

Pttrack Park 

April 22·24 
BizExpolOOS 

Saddle West Hotel, Casino & RY Resort 

April 23 
Baker to Vegas Foot Race 

Sponsortd by the PYCC 

April JO 
Terrible's 250 "Best in the Desert" 

Off Road Race 
Sponsored by Terrible's Casino 

Pahrump Valley Chamber of Commtrce 
P.O. Box 42 • Pahrump, NY 89041 • 77S-727-S800 

Toll Fret 866-722-5800 • pahrumpchamber.com 

Reed \\11ipple Cultural Center, UIS \'cgas, 702-229-

4674. 

Black Threads • Thru March 27 • Qui lt exhibit b) 

Elel 11 Bro\\11 celebrates Af1ican American I listOI)' 

Month. West Las Vegas Libra'), Las Vegas, 702-507-

39 0. 

Bettina Larkin • Thru March 29 • Photograph)' ex­

hibit. Enterprise Libra')', Las \'egas, 702-507-3760. 

Gene Redden• Thru April 3 • Jau-themed paintings 

celebrate Af1ican American llistOI) lonth. 

ummerlin Library, UIS \'egas, 702-407- 60. 

Nevada Camera Club • llm1 April 5 • Annual show. 

umise Libra•)', L'\S Vegas, 702-507-3900. 

Explorations in Photography• Thru April IO• Exhibit 

by Robert Elarer. \\'hitne) Librari, Las \'egas, 702-

507-4010. 

Creative Convictions II• ll1m Ap1i l 15 • Exhibit cele­

brates mack HistOI) Month. Bridge Gallc1)', it 

I !all , Las Vegas, 702-229-4674. 

Plaza World Poker Classic • Aplil I S.~ lay 17 • 

Professional pla 'Crs. Plat.a, 702-3 &-2 11 0. 

Anne Guertin• Thru pril 19 • Ac1 Ii paintings focus 

on the lives of women. Green \'alle Libra'), 

llende1 n, 702-507-3790. 

Las Vegas Aerial Gallery • Thru April 30 • \l'orks b I 0 local 

ani ts are featured on a street banner display from 

Charleston Bll'd. 10 Mesquite 1·c. Las \'cgas, 702-229-5~31. 

Riviera Celebrity Display and Photo Op • Thru Ma)' 31 • The 

gold lame jacket and a car owned by Liberace, the first en· 

tenainer to perfon11 at the Ri1iera on pril 20, 1955, \\ill 

be on display for photo opponunities. ll1e exhibition is part 

of the Ri1iera's 50th annil'ersary paity to be held Ap1il 17-





24. Ri,;era, Las Vegas, 702-734-5110 for event information. 

Neon Unplugged: Signs From the Boneyard • Thru Aug. 2005 • 

Thirty pieces include histo1ic photos, non-restored neon let­

ters, and signs from historic marquees. Lied Disco,·ery 

Children 's Mu cum, Las Vegas, 702-382-K.I D . 

Nevada Theatre Company • Thru Nov. 2005 • Two touring 

pla) : "Three Ways Home: Nevada Becomes a tate" and 

another centennial pre entation about the birth of Las 

Vegas. Call for elates and location , 702-873-0191. 

Las Vegas Lives! 100 Years of Photographs • Th ru Dec. 2005 • 

Centennial exhibit. evacla tale Museum and Histo1ical 

Society, Las Vegas, 702-4 6-5205. 

Whistle Stop to Windfall: 100 Years in Las Vegas • Thru Jan. 2, 

2006 • Exhibit traces the story of what made Las Vegas 

unique, its changing face (from tent houses to casinos), res­

idents, and colorful characters. Clark County Museum, 

Hencle1 on, 702-455-7955. 

Magician Franz Harary and his large-scale 
illusions appear May 18-22 at the Riverside 
Resort in Laughl in. 

Bats! • Thru Dec. 2006 • Exhibit cove1 the myths and facts 

about the winged creatures. Nevada rate Museum and 

Histoiical Society, Las Vegas, 702-4 6-5205. 

Helga Blackford • March 1-31 • Multimedia exhibit by 

Henderson artist. Lost City Museum, Overton, 702-397-

2193. 

UNLV Women's Basketball • The L1cly Rebels play March 3 vs. 

B and March 5' . rah. Cox Pavilion, Las Vegas, 702-739-

F 

Las Vegas Wranglers • The West Coast Hockey League team 

pla) March 15 vs. Bake1 field Condors, March 18 and 29 

vs. Fre no Falcons, Ap1il I vs. Victoria Salmon Kings, Ap1il 

2 ' . Bakersfield Condors, April 5, , 9 vs. Alaska Aces. 

Orleans Arena, Las Vegas, 702-461-P CK. 

Las Vegas Centennial Celebration Exhibition • March 18-May 22 

Drag Races at the Bullring • Aplil 9, 14, 23, 30, May 7, 14, 21 , 

28,June 4, 11, 18, 25,July 3, Aug. 6, 13, 20, 27, Sept. 3, 10, 

17, Oct. I • L1S Vegas Motor Speedway, Las Vegas, 702-

644-4444. 

Las Vegas 51 s Baseball • The Pacific Coast League team plays 

Ap1il 15-18' . Colorado Springs kySox, Ap1il 19-22vs. alt 

Lake Lingers, May 2-5 ' . Fresno G1iulies, May 6-9 ' . 

acramento Ri\•er Cats, May 19-22' . Albuquerque Isotopes, 

May 23-26 vs. Round Rock Express, May 31:June 3 vs. 

Colorado p1ings ky Sox, June 4-7' . Fresno G1izzlies,Junc 

17-20 \ . Tacoma Rainiers,June 21-24 ' . a ramento River 

Cats, June 30-July 3 \ . Portland Beavers, July 14-17 ' . 

Tucson Sidewinders, July 26-29 vs. ew Orleans Zeph)'l'S, 

July 30-Aug. 2 vs. Oklahoma Red Hawks, Aug. 12-15 vs. 

Tucson Siclewinclers, Aug. 20-23 vs. Portland Beave1 , Aug. 

29-Sept. I vs. Tacoma Rainiers, pt. 2-5 '~· Salt Lake 

Stingers. C1Shman Field, uts Vegas, 702-3 6-7200. 

The 24-Hour Show: Making a Living in Las Vegas • June:Jan. 2006 

• Multimedia exhibit explores the lives of C.1Sino and en­

tertainment workers. evacla State Museum and Historical 

Society, L1S Vegas, 702-486-5205. 

BOULDER CITY 

Hacienda • 702-293-5000 or 800-245-6380: Between Boulder 

City and Hoover Dam. 

HENDERSON 

Casino Monte Lago at Lake Las Vegas • 702-5&1-4 766. Special 

events at Monte Lago Village: Shamrock treet Party, March 

17- 19. Easter Eggs-travaganza, March 27. 

Fiesta Henderson • 702-558-7000: Bands play in the L1va 

Lounge on Fri. ·11. 

Green Valley Ranch • 702-617-7777: Jazz Club: Entenainment 

F1i.-Sat. Grand Events Center: mokey Robinson, March 19. 

Hall and Oates, April 8. Bill Engvall,July 30. \>\~1iskey Beach: 

REO Speeclwagon,June 3. 

Hyatt Regency Lake Las Vegas • 702-567-6181: Piano mttsic and 

hors cl'oeuvres, 6-9pm Fri.-Sun. 

Joker's Wild • 702-564-8100: Entertainment Wecl.-Sun. 

Ritz-Carlton Lake Las Vegas • 702-567-4700: Firenze Lobby 

Lounge: Florentine Tea daily from 2:30-5pm. 

Sunset Station • 702-547-7777: Amphitl1emer: Jazz Attack 

featming Ri hard Ell iott, Jonathan Bmler, Rick Braun, 

and Peter White, May 13. Trace Adkins/ Billy urrington, 

May 14. 

JEAN 

Gold Strike Hotel • 702-4 77-5000 or 800-634-1359: Bands play 

nightly except Tues. 

Nevada Landing • 702-387-5000 or 800-628-6682: Bands ap­

pear nightly except Wed. 

LAS VEGAS 

Aladdin • 702-785-5555 or 877-333-Wl H: V Theatre at 

Desert Passage: "V," variety show. "X, adult revue, I 0:30pm 

nightly. "The Fab Four," Beatles uibute, dark Tues.-Wed. Call 

702-932-1818. Aladdin Theater for the Performing Arts: 

Entertainment TBA. Leve Wyiick Theater: Magician Steve 

Wy1ick, dark Tues. Sinbacl's Lounge: Bands play nightly. 

• An pieces from Las Vegas casinos and resident arti ts. Las Music in tl1e Curve nightclub I 0:30pm-5am Fri. t., and 7-

Vegas An Museum, Las Vegas, 702-360-80 0. 9pm Wed. for Jazz 1ight. 

"Just Like Me" • March 25-Apiil 30 • Exhibition of portraits 

from children 's books. Marjo1ie Barrick Museum, U LV, 

Las Vegas, 702 95-3381. 

April Exhibition • April 1-30 • Paintings by Joyce Spavin. Lost 

ity Museum, Overton, 702-397-2193. 

Arizona Charlie's • 702-258-5200: Naughty l..;1clies aloon: 

heckmates, March 1-12. Mojo, March 15-19. mootl1, 

March 22-26. 650, March 29-April 2. Randy Anderson , Ap1il 

5-16. Vision, Ap1il 19-23. Greg Peterson, Ap1il 26-May 7. 

Karaoke 8:30pm-I :30am Mon.Jerry Tiffe pla)~ 4-7pm Fli. 

THEMED 
WEDDINGS 
&ROOMS! 

CAMELOT · INTERGALACTIC • LAS VEGAS · VICTORIAN 
SO'S 60'S & OISCO · BEACH PARTY · GANGSTER • ROCK· If.ROLL 
WESTERN • EGYPTIAN • GOTHIC · THE PHANTOM • TRAOITIONAL 
ALSO ASK ABOUT OUR SUPER STRETCH LIMO! 

Featuring ELVIS I BLUE HAWAII 
& T HE FAIRY TALE WEDDINGS 

Romance, Elegance, Beauty 
and Sophistication 

All baf/111arks of tbe wedding of your dreams 
From Concept to Co 111pletio11 

li1110 11si11es, flowers, pbotos, 
soloists, 11111sicia11s and our 
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Arizona Charlie's East • 702-951-9000: Palace Grand Lounge: 

l'rimetime, March 15-20. Randy Anderson, March 22-Apiil 

3. Perfect Choice, April 13-17. Checkmates, April 19-

May I. 

Baily's• 702-739-4 I I I or 800-237.SHOW: Jubilee! Theater: 

"jubilee!, dark F1i. Society of Seven with Lani Misalucha, 

3pm Sat-Thurs. Backstage Walking Tour at 2pm Mon., 

Wed., and at. Entertainment in the Indigo Lounge. 

Barbary Coast • 702-737-7111: Barbary Coast Lounge: Pete 

Vallee as "Big Elvis," 3-6pm Tues.-Fri. Bands like mith 

Brothers, Elements, and ln-10-City play Wed., Thurs. , un. 

in the lounge. 

The Beach Nightclub • 702-010.5237: "Laughs at the Beach," 

LOllling stand-up comedians, S- !Opm Thurs. and Sat. 

Bellagio • SSS-987-6667: Cirque du Soleil's "O, indf., dark 

~ l on.-Tues. Light ightclub, I 0:30pm-4am Thlll .-Sun. 

aramel Bar, 5pm-4am Mon . .Sun. Musicians play in the 

Petrossian Lounge and Baccarat Bar. Fontana Room: 

Entertainment nightly. Tuscany Kitchen: Art of Cooking 

demonstrations, for re ervations call 702-093-7155. 

Binion's Horseshoe• 702-382-1600: Benny's Bullpen: Vinnie 

Fa"orito, stand-up comedy, thru March 5. 

Boardwalk Casino • 702-735-2400: Lighthouse Lounge; 

pectrum, Mot wn sound, indf., dark Mon. Purple Reign, 

a uibutc to Prince, dark un.-Mon. 

Boulder Station • 702-432-7777 or 800-083-7777: The 

Railhead: Larry Catlin and the Catlin Brotl1ers, March 4. 

Foreigner, larch I I. Ch1i Cagle, March 12. j osh Cracin, 

March 24. Toto, March 25. John Cafferty and tlie Bea\'cr 

Brown Band, April I. Keiko Matsui, Ap1il 2. 1el Tillis, April 

9. Ma)'l1ard Ferguson, Oct. 6.Jen)'Tiffe pla) 2-4pm Thurs. 

KIXX: Shooting Stars Karaoke, Thlll . .Sat. 
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Bourbon Street • 702-737-7200: Big Easy howroom: 

• potlight," staning magician Will RO)"<I, 7pm, dark Fri. The 

Michael johns how, comedy-hypnotist, l l pm un.-Thurs. 

"Hypnola1ious," 9pm Wed . .Sun. "MandatOJ)' Friends," 9pm 

Tues. 

Caesars Palace• 702-731-7333 or 800-445-4544: The Colos­

seum howroom: Celine Dion sta1 in "A New Day ... ," 

March 3-27, Ap1il 14-May 29, dark Mon.-Tues. (call 87i-4-

CELINE). "The Red Piano" staning Elton john, March 29-

30, April 1-3, 5-0, S-10.Jen)' Seinfeld, June 10.l I. hadow 

Bar: Dance1 perfonn nightly. DJ 9pm-2am Wed . .Sun. 

Entertainment in tlie Cafe Lago Restaurant, Terrazza 

Lounge, Cleopatra's Barge Nightclub, and Calle1ia Bar. 

Circus Circus• 702-734-04 I 0 or 800-444-CJRCUS: Free circus 

acts from I Jam LO midnight. 

Excalibur Hotel • 702-597-7600: King Arthur's Arena: 

"Tournament of Kings," jousting-dinner show. Merlin's 

Theate1c "Thunder From Down Under," all-male revue 

nightly except Thurs. Catch a Rising tar Comedy lub: 

Comedians perforn1 al I Opm nightly and 7:30pm Thurs. 

Collltjcstcrs Stage: trolling entenaincrs, JOam-IOpm daily. 

Minstrels Lounge: Live bands and dancing. Music in the 

Regales and Camelot restaurants. 

Fitzgeralds • 702-388-2400 or 800.274-LUCK ( .S. outside 

evada): Ficzgeralds Showroom: Bobby Ruflin's Tribute to 

tlie Drifte1 , 5: 15pm Thurs.-Mon. "Spirit of the King" tar­

ring Steve Connolly, 7: 15pm Thurs.-Mon. jun Polistico, 

Philippine singer, 9pm Tinn .-Mon. Bands play dai l)' on the 

First Floor Stage. 

Flamingo Las Vegas • 702-733-3333 or 00-221-7299: Flamingo 

Showroom: Gladys Knight, 7:30pm, dark un.-Mon. 

"Bottoms p," comedy revue, 2 and 4pm, dark Sun. George 

Josh Groban sings "To Where You Are," 
"Alla Luce Del Sole, " and other songs 
March 19 at Mandalay Bay. 

Wallace, comedian, performs !Opm Tues. at. Second ity 

TheateJC "Second City," improv comedy sketches, 8pm 

Thurs.-Tues, I 0:30pm Thurs. and at. • econd ity 

criptless, 8 and I 0:30pm Wed., I 0:30pm Tues., Fri ., and 

un. Bands play in Jimmy Buffett' Margaritaville. 

Four Queens• 702-3 5-40 11 or 00-634-6045. 

Four Seasons • 702-032-5000: Piano entertainment during 

Traditional Afternoon High Tea in the Verandah restaurant, 

2-5pm daily. 

Gold Coast • 702-367-711 I or 888-402-027 (U.S. outside 

evada): Lounge: Kinda Dixie jazz Band, noon-Opm Mon.­

Fri. Bands like Elements, Front Page, Smith, and San 

Fernando play nightly except Mon. Cold Coast Showroom: 

"Forever Plaid: A Heavenly Musical Hit, dark F1i. Latin 

Breeze, Fri.-Sat. and Mon., indf. Ball room dancing with disk 

jockey Lan)' Taylor 7-lOpm Tues. Dance lessons 6-7pm. 

unday Tea Dance Party with Larry Taylor from l-4pm. 

Dance le ons noon-I pm. Drama workshop, 2-4pm Tues. 

Golden Gate• 702-385-1906: Live piano 6pm-midnight. 

Golden Nugget • 702-3 6-8100: Theatre Ballroom: 

Downtown Cordie Brown, Fri.-Tues. Lon Bronson's All.Star 

Band, IOpmMon., midnight at.Bob 1ewhart,April 15-16. 

George Benson, June 10.l I. Bands play in tlie Show Bar 

Lounge. Music in the ZAX restaurant. 

Golden Palm• 702-79S-l l l l: Karaoke party, 10pm-4am. 

Greek Isles • 702-737-5540: tar Theater: "T1ibute LO Frank, 

Sammy, Joey, and Dean," dark Fri. Sandy Hackett Comedy 

Club, nightly. "The World's Greatest Magic Show," Sat.­

Thurs., 2pm Sun. 

Hard Rock Hotel • 702-093-5066: The joint: Entertainment 

TBA. Dance to DJs in Baby's Night Club. 

Harrah's Las Vegas • 702-369-511 1: Clint Holmes Theate1c 

Clint Holmes, 7:30pm, dark un. "Ski might," adult revue, 

I 0:30pm Mon.-Wed. and Sat.Sun., 7:30pm un., I Opm and 

midnight Fri., dark Thlll . Mac King, comedy magic, I and 

3pm, dark un.- Ion. lmprov Theater: Comedy 8:30 and 

I 0:30pm, dark Mon. Cafe Andreotti: trolling musicians, 

5:30.10:30pm Wed . .Sun. Range Restaurant: jazz, 5:30. 

I 0:30pm F1i.-Sat. Piano Ba" TJ's All tar Karaoke Party, (:). 

9pm nightly. Dueling Pianos, 9pm nightly. Entertainment 

daily in the Carnaval Court 12:30pm-lam. 

Hofbrauhaus Las Vegas • 702-853-BEER. Bavarian bands play. 



Imperial Palace • 702-794-3261: lmpeiial Theatre: "Legend 

in Concert, impersonator revue, 7:30 and 10:30pm, dark 

un. Casino Floor: Celebiity impersonato1 deal blackjack 

to gamble1 . Emenainment nightly 5:30pm-lam in the 

Kabuki Lounge. Tequila Joe's: Karaoke, nightly. "Be a 

Legend" Amateur Celcbiity Impersonator Karaoke Comest 

is held monthly. Pool ide: lmpe1ial I lawaiian Luau begins 

late Ap1il. 

JW Marriott Las Vegas • 702-869-2335: Plush Ultra Lounge 

and Supper Club: Opens 5pm weeknighlS, noon weekends. 

Music and dancing. 

Krave Nightclub (Desert Passage at the Aladdin) • 702-836-0833: 

"The Fashionistas, adult musical, dark un. 

Lady Luck • 702-477-3000 or 800-523-95 2: Lady Luck 

howroom: "01·ation , va1iety show featt11ing numerous 

aCIS, 7 and 9pm, dark Tues. Lucki• Louie's Lounge: Bands 

play Thurs.-Sun. 

Las Vegas Hilton • 702-732-5755 or 800-222-5361: Hilton 

Theate1c Barry lanilow sta1 in "Manilow: Music and 

Passion," \l'ed.-Sat. Tra1i Tdtt, March 11-12. George Lope1, 

March 18-19. ZZ Top, June 8-10. himmer Cabaret: 

Comedian Da1id Brenner, Spm thrn March 31, dark Thurs. 

Aussie Angels, I Opm, dark Tues. Dance music I Opm Wed.-

un. Emertainment in the Benihana Lounge at the Hilton. 

Luxor • 702-262-4555: Luxor Theatre: "Blue Ian Group: 

Live at Luxor," percu ion tl1eater. Pharaoh 's Theater: 

"Midnight Fantasy," production show, dark Mon. 

teakhouse Lounge: Piano entertainer. Performers play 

nightly in 1 efertiti's Lounge and Ra Nightclub. M01ics are 

featured in tl1e IMAX theater, and tours are al'ailable at King 

Tm's Museum. 

Mandalay Bay • 877-632-7400: Mandalay Bay Theatre: 

"Mamma Mia!," the Broadway musical based on the music 

of Abba, dark Fri. Mati nee Sat. un. at 5pm. Mandalay 

EvenlS Ceme1c Josh Groban, ~larch 19. I louse of Blues: 

Black Label Society, March 12. Floggi ng Molly, March 20. 

An El'ening with Joe Sat1iani, Ap1il 9. te1·e Vai/Eric 

ardinas, April 28.Juanes, Apiil 29. Dance music, Fii.-Sun. 

Karaoke, 11 pm Mon. Gospel Brunch, IOam and I pm Sun. 

Lil'e music Thurs. un. in the Counp rd . OBA lounge atop 

I louse of Blues open late nigh IS Mon.-Fri . Bands play in the 

Orchid, Island, and Coral Reef lounges. Shark Reef al 

Mandalay Bay open daily. Socrates C.-Uc: Book discussions, 

7pm Tues. 

MGM Grand • 702-89 1-7777 or 00-929-1111: IC 1 Grand 

Garden Arena: E1ik Morales 1 . Manny Pacquiao, super 

feathcnveight Litle fi ght, Mar h 19. Roel Stewart, April 

2. Jimmy Buffett, Ap1il 9. EFX Theatre: "KA," the newest 

Cirque du Soleil show, dark Wed.-Thurs. Hollywood 

Theatre: Tom Jones, thru 1arch 13. Da1id Copperfield, 

March 17-April 13. llowie Manclel,Apiil l4-20and May 12-

18. Carrot Top, Apiil 21-27. Tom.Jones, April 28-May 11. 

Dm·icl Copperfield, May 19-June I. Howie Mandel.June 14-

29. Dmicl Copperfield, June 30-July 13,July28-Aug. 10, Aug. 

25-Sept. 21, Howie Manciel , Sept. 29-0ct. 5 and OcL 25-Nol'. 

9. Da1id Copperfield, Nov. 17-30. La Femme Theau·e: "La 

Femme, topless Craty I lorse procluCLion from Pa1is, dark 

Tues. Studio 54: Dancing Tues.-Sat. Entertainment in the 

Teatro Euro Bar except Wed., and the Tabu and Zuri 

lounges. Fashion show IOpm Wed. in Tabu. 

The Mirage • 702-792-7777: Danny Gan Theatre: 

Impressionist Danny Gans, dark Fri. and 1on. Jay Leno, 

March 4-5. Wayne Brady, March 18- 19. Ray Romano, Ap1il 

8-9. Kevin James, Apiil 22-23. David pacle, May 27-29. 

Wayne Brady, June 24-25, Sept. 30-0ct. I, ov. 24-25. 

Entertainment also is found in the Ava and Onda lounges 

and Baccarat Bar. 

Monte Carlo • 702-730-7000: L,nce Burton Theatre: "Lance 

Burton, Master Magician ," dark Sun.-Mon. Top 40, disco, 

country, and classic-rock dance music nightly in the Mome 

C,,rlo Pub and Brewery. The Club @ The Pub: Late night 

bands and DJs play beginning al 11 pm. 

New Frontier • 702-794-8200: Gilley's aloon: Free bull rides 

4-9pm Mon.-Tues. and all night Wed. Mud wrestling IOpm 

Wed. Free line-dance lessons 7:30pm Thurs. Bikini bull 1icl­

ing midnight Fri.-Sat. Line dancing 9pm. 

New York- New Yo rk • 702-740-6969 or 800-693-6763: 

Broadway Theatre: "Zumanity," adult Cirque du Soleil pro­

duction, 7:30 and I 0:30pm, dark Wecl.-Thurs. Cabaret 

Theatre: Comedienne Rita Rudner perfonm nightly. The 

Pub at ine Fine liishmen: Emertainment nighlly. Coyote 

Uglr Dance nightclub opens at 6pm. The .Y.P.D. (New 

York Piano Duos) dueling pianos play from pm nightly and 

2-6pm F1i. in the Bar at Times Square. Bands play in the Big 

Apple Bar. Manhattan Express Roller Coaster opens daily 

at IOam. 

The Orleans • BOO-ORLEANS: Orleans howroom: The Lil'e 

Lawrence Welk how, March 3-6. Grant G1iffin in Concert, 

March 8. Bill Engvall, March I 0-13. Debbie Reynolds, March 

17-20. Steven W1ight, March 23-26. eil Sedaka, March 29-

April 3. Vicki Lawrence and Mama: A Two-Woman Show, 

April 7-10. Desert Chorale, April 11. Bobby Vinton, April 14-

17. The Smothers Brotl1ers, Apiil 21-24. Gordon Lightfoot 

in Concert, April 28-May I. Engelbert Humperdinck, May 

5-8. Little Richard, May 11-15, dark May 13. Bun Bacharach, 

May 19-22. Air upply, May 26-29. Andy Williams, June 1-5. 

MARCH/APRIL 2005 NEVADA MAGAZINE 57 



58 NEVADA MAGAZINE MARCH/APRIL 2005 

Frankie Avalon and Bobby Rydell.June 9-12. 1eil daka, 

June 14-19. Dion.July 14-17. Mrs. USA Pageant,July 25-28. 

Will the Real Rich Little Please tand p>, july 29-31. Tony 

Orlando, Aug. 11-14. Neil Scdaka, Aug. 1().21. Engelbert 

Humperdinck, Aug. 25-28. Air Supply, Sept. 1-4. Vicki 

Lawrence and Mama: A One Woman Show, Sept. 15-1 . 

Little Richard, Sept. 21-25. Bobby Vinton, Sept. 29-0ct. 2. 

Burt Ba harach, Oct. ().9. hris Botti , Oct. 13-16. Orleans 

Arena: Mon terTruck Thunder and Fire Extravagm11.a, Aug. 

19-20. Freestyle MotoX Championship, cpt. 23-24. 

Bourbon Street Cabaret: Performers like Bruce Conte ap­

pear nightly except Mon. Brendan 's Irish Pub: Bands like 

ln-l{}City, Elemenis, and Front Page play nightly except 

Mon. Jazz on Tues., Blues Zydeco on Wed. Irish acoustic 

sing-a-long on un. "Rock This Town Live," tribute to Elvis, 

Buddy Holly, and jerry Lee Lewis, Tues. 

Palace Station • 702-367-2411 or 8()().634-310 I: L,ugh Trax 

Comedy Club: Comedians perform Tues.-Sat. Jack's Irish 

Pub: Entertainers pcrfo1111 nightly. 

The Palms • 702-942-7777: Entertainment in Rain , ghostbar, 

and the Lounge. 

Paris Las Vegas • 800-237-SI IOW: Theatre des Aris: "We Will 

Rock You, production based on the musi of Queen, 

nightly except Thurs., matinee 2pm Sun. Bands play in Le 

Cabaret Lounge, r apoleon 's Lounge, and Ah in 

Restaurant, entertainment nightly. Dancing I Opm-4am 

Wed.-Sun. in the Risque nightclub. Eiffel Tower 1ides I Oam-

1 am daily. 

The Plaza • 8()().634-6575: Plaza Theau-e: Celebrity Sunday 

Brunch, 10:30am-2:30pm. Guest celebrities drop in lo en­

tertain. LarT)' G. Jones, singing comedy-impre ion isl, 6pm 

nightly except Fri. 

Rampart Casino at the Resort at Summerlin • 77.S69-8777: 

Addison 's Lounge: Rock, oldies, and R&B bands pcrfonn 

in the lounge from 8pm-midniglu Fri.-Sat. Round Bar: 

Entertainment nightly. 

Rio All-Suite Hotel • 702-252-7776 or 800-PLAYRIO: Samba 

Theater: Penn and Teller, comedy-magic show, dark Tues. 

Scinta Showroom: "Erocktica, adult reme, IOpm, dark 

Thurs. Chippendales Theater: ltimale Girls' Night Out is 

a new 7-million complex dedicated to women. The 400seat 

tl1eater features private sky boxes, cocktail lounge, and the 

male revue "Chippendales: The Show," 8pm Thurs.-Tues. 

and 10:30pm Fri.-Sat., dark Wed. Club Rio Nightclub is open 

for late-night dancing Thurs.-Sat. Calypso Room: "Tony 'n 

Tina's Wedding," off-Broadway interactive dinner theater, 

nightly. "Masquerade how in the ky": Carnival-themed pa­

rade above the casino daily at 3, 4, 5, 6:30, 7:30, 8:30, and 

9:30pm. Bikinis Beach and Dance Club: ightclub opens 

I Opm Thu1 .-Sun. Sexy swimwear competition on Thurs. 

Bands play nightly upsu,irs in tl1e high-rise Voodoo Lounge. 

I-Bar Ultra Lounge: Opens daily at noon with beverage en­

tertainers. 

Riviera • 702-794-930 I: Royal Pm~lion: Michael Bolton, April 

22-23. plash Theatre: " plash," production show, dark 

Mon. L, Cage Theatre (third noor): "An Evening at La 

Cage," celebrity female impersonators revue, 8pm, dark 

Tues. "The Amazingjohnathan," bi1-<11Te magic, IOpm, dark 

ll1urs. ~ l ardi Gras Pla1.a (second level): "Crazy Girls" adult 

revue, dark Tues. "Riviera Comedy Club," :30 and I 0:30pm 

nightly. Le Bistro Theau-e: Dueling Pianos: Keyboard 

Cabaret, 2:30, 4, and 5:30pm. inger Marlene Ricci, 8:30pm 

Tue . "Neil Diamond Tribute taningjay White," ?pm un.­

Thurs. The Exotic Hypnotics, fcatu1ing Genie and Richard, 

I 1:30pm Tues.-Sun. "A Tribute lO Sinau-a" starring Ke1~n 

Cavenaugh, 8:30pm Mon. Dr. Scott Le1vis: Ouu-ageous 



C'.omccly I l)pnolisl, IOpm Mon. "The Escape," star­

ring Dixie Dooley, 8:30pm Thurs.-Sal. "An Evening 

with ~larilyn ;tarring Roxanna Bonilla-Giannini, 

7pm Fri.-Sat 

Royal Resort • 702-339-5200: Cosmo's Ristorantc: 

"Dinner \\'ith ~lama, interaclil'e dinner theater, 

7pm ~lon.-Thurs. 

Sahara • 702-737-2515: Sahara Theatre: Entenain­

ment TBA. Congo Room: Coasters, Pla11ers, and 

Drifters. Bands play in the Casbar Lounge. 

Sam's Town • 702-454-80-18: Sam's Town Lil'e: Dennis 

Bono, radio show with guest celebrities. Roxy's 

Saloon: Randy Ander on, thru March 20. Tral'iS 

Caudell and Aces \\'ilcl, thru ~larch 6. Bobb) 

Kingston, March 10.13. Huck Daniels Renie, ~larch 

I ().20. The \'erge, ~larch 23-27. M) tic Falls Park: 

L1Scr and water show at 2, 6, , and IOpm. 

is scheduled Mon. and Fri. in the Suip hotel-casino. 

Stratosphere • 702-382-4446 or 800.99-TO\l'ER: 

Theater of the Star Showroom: "American 

uperstars," impersonator renre, dark Thur . 

"Bite, topless revue feawring el'il vampires, 

I 0:30pm, dark Thurs. "\r,,'3 Las Vegas, musical 

renre, 2 and 4pm daily except un. Outdoor Events 

Cemer. Emertainmem TBA. Images Lounge: Huck 

Daniels performs I Opm-2am Mon. Bands like 

linger; From Page, and Rhythm Nation play 

10pm-3:30am Tues.-Sun. Candace Da1;s Martin 

pla) nighdy thru May I in the Top of the World 

Lounge, dark lon.-Tues. Crazy Armadillos: 

Karaoke on Tues.-\l'ed. DJ Dance Party on Thurs.­

~ l on. Bands play Thur .-~ I on. tratosphere Thrill 

Rides: "Insanity" is the latest tower thrill ride, which 

includes X Scream, Big hot, and the High Roller 

roller coaster attractions. 

Suncoast • 702-63().7111: Suncoast Showroom: Air 

upply, March 4-6. Ragus Irish Show, March 11-13. 

rgio Mendes, March 18-20. Gio1'3rrni, pianist­

singer, March 25-26. " emimental journey: 

San Remo • 702-739-9000 or 800.522-7366: Parisian 

Cabaret "Showgirls of Magic, renre, dark ~Ion. 

Entertainment in the Bonne Chance Lounge. 

Santa Fe Station • 702-658-4900: Showroom: B. j. 

Thomas, March 18. ~lcmphis Championship 

Barbecue: Rocksicle, I Opm Sat 

Silverton • 702-263-7777 or 00.588-77 11: how­

room: Enteru1inment TBA. Mennaicl Restaurant 

A " Mystere" performer balances during the long-playing 
Cirque du Soleil show at Treasure Island in Las Vegas. 

Remembering Billy Ecksline and Sarah Vaughan," 

original musical, March 27. Bill Acosta, April 1-3. 

and Lounge: ~lermaicls perform hourly in a 117,000-gallon 

saltwater tank from (). J J pm. The Bass Pro Shops Omdoor 

\\'oriel attraction feawres a 40,000-gallon freshwater aquar­

ium, waterfall, trout stream, an archer1 range, 32-foot rock 

climbing wall, and a sporting goods retail ction that 

includes a :AR section. 

Stardust • 702-6 17-5!\77 or 88-2 17-9565: Wayne Newton 

PHOTO: Tomasz Rossa 

Theatre: Siegfried and Roy present "1 lav·ana Night Club-­

The how," Cuban production show, thru April 11; show 

times rary, call for information. Don Rickl es/ L~inie Kazan, 

~larch 3-6. Tim Conway and 1 larYey Korman, March 9- 12. 

Chicago, March J(). 19. Ann-Margret, March 23-26. Wayne 

Newton, March 28-April 27. Ba-Da-Bing Room: "Ba-Da­

Bing." interactil'e dinner show. Starlight Lounge: Karaoke 

Chris Botti , April 8-9. Aga-Boom/New Age I01111s, 

April 15- 17. The Osmond Brother , April 22-24. Debbie 

Reynolcls, April 29-~lay I. Da11d Sanborn, lay ().8. Sha a 

Na, May 13-15. Tony Orlando, May 20.22. mhern Fried 

Chicks, May27-29. Paul Williams.June 3-5. Carol L~wrence, 

June 10.1 2. Larry Carlton,june 17-19. Ramsey Le111s,june 

25-26. Alter Eg ,July I. pyro Gyra,july 8-9. The Lettermen, 

July 15- 17. Collin Raye,July22-24.James Darren,July29-3 1. 
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The Aga-Boom/New Age Clowns appear April 15-17 at the Suncoast in Las Vegas. 

Connie Stevens, Aug. "!;-7. Bob James, Aug. 12-13. Jack Jones, 

Aug. 19-21. The Bellamy Brothers, Aug. 26-28. Tower of 

Power, Sept. 2-4. The Four Freshmen, pt. 9-11. Debbie 

Reynolds, Sept. 16-1 . uncoast Lounge: Bands like 

Elements, San Fernando, and Destiny Unknown play 

nightly except Mon. 

Terrible's • 702-733-7000: Stage Bar Lounge: Bands play 

Tues. un. 

Treasure Island (Tl) • 702-894-7111: Cirque du Soleil in 
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"M) tere," dark Mon.-Tues. Entertainment in the list and 

BreeLe lounges. Tange1ine Nightclub opens at 4pm Wed.­

Sun. and features burlesque perfonnances in the speakeasy 

style. The venue has a deck overlooking "The Sirens of Tl, 

the hotel' pirate-battle attraction, which pla) outside at 

5:30, 7, 8:30, and IOpm. 

Tropicana • 702-739-2411: Tiffany Theatre: "Les Folies 

Bcrgere," dark Sun. "TI1e Magic of Rick TI1omas," 2 and 

4pm daily except un. Tropics Lounge: "The Tropicana Bird 

how," 11 :30am, I :30, and 2:30pm except Thurs. "T. Fox 

and tl1e Fox ity how," dark Sun.-Tue . Comedy top 

Theatre: "The Comedy top," stand-up comedy nightly. 

Celebration Lounge: Entertainment nightly. "Air Play," aeri­

alists perform above tl1e casino at 11 am, I, 3, 5, 7, and 9pm. 

Tuscany • 866-830-0250: "Tribute to treisand and inatra," 

?pm. 

Venetian • 702-733-5000: Emertainment TBA. 

Westward Ho• 702-731-2900: Crown Room: Bands play. 

Westin Casuarina • 866-837-4215: Westin Theatre: "Forbidden 

Vegas, sati1ical musical revue, dark Wed. 

Wynn Las Vegas • ew reson is scheduled to open in late 

April. 

LAUGHLIN 

Avi • 702-53"!;-5555: AITowWeed Lounge: Bands play nightly. 

Colorado Belle• 702-298-4000: Entenainmem nightly. 

Edgewater• 702-298-2453: Lounge: Music pla) nightly. 

Flamingo Laughlin• 702-298-5111 or 800-43'if;.8469: Flamingo 

Amphitheatre: Tanya Tucker, March 19. Randy Travis, April 

2. John Kay and teppenwolf, April 21. tyx, April 22-23. 

Paul Rod1iguez, May 4. The Beach Boys, June 4. Kenny 

Rogers, Sept. l(}.11. lub Flamingo howroom: "The Really 

Big hew," va1iety show, 7 and 9pm, dark F1i., thru Ap1il 17. 

Golden Nugget Laughlin • 702-298-7111 or 0(}.237-1739: 

Tarzan's ightclub: Dinner and dancing to tl1e music of the 

'40s and '50s on Tues. Bands play nightly. 

Harrah's Laughlin • 702-298-4600 or 800-447-8700: Rio Vista 

Outdoor Amphitheater: Ronnie Milsap, March 5. Jeff 

Foxworthy, April 16. Fiesta Showroom: "Rhinestone 

Cowgirls," musical revue, 8pm, thru Dec. 31, dark un. and 

Wed. " howgirls," adult tople revue, IOpm, thru Dec. 31, 

dark un.-Wed. 



Ramada Express • 702-2984200 or 800-243-6846: Pa,,lion 

Theatre: Entertainment TBA. Caboose Lounge: Bands pla)' 

nightly except Mon. Karaoke Madness is scheduled on Mon. 

Ame1ican Heroes Museum of Memoiies: Memorabilia and 

speakers program, and pauiotic show. 

River Palms • 702-29 2242 or 800-83!>-7904: Benm1da Club: 

The Magic and Comedy of Berii Lee, 6pm Sat. Berri 's 

Comedy Club, 9pm Tue .-Sat. 

Riverside Resort • 702-29&-2535 or 800-227-3849 ext. 6 I 6: 

D n's Celebrity Theatre: Mel Tillis, March 1-6. Collin Raye, 

March S-13. "Ragus," March l!>-20, Irish dance spectacular. 

Charo, March 22-27. Ricky Van Shelton, March 29-Apiil 3. 

Hot August 1 ighis: Neil Diamond Tribute, Apiil !>-10. 

Freddy Fender, May 3-8. Etta May and the Southern Flied 

Chicks, May 10-15. Franz Harary, illusionist, May IS-22, 

Callagher, May 2!>-29. uperstars Live in Concen,J uly !>-Aug. 

31. Callagher, Sept. 2-4. Adventures in Parrotdice: Jimmy 

Buffet Tiibute, pt. ().J I. Bellamy Brothe1 , pt. 28-0ct. 

2. Freddy Fender, Oct. 4-9. Ricky Van helton, Oct. IS-23. 

motl1ers Brothers, Oct. 2!>-30. Mel Tilli , ov. 1-6. 

Entertainmem in the Lightning uikes Nightclub. 

MESQUITE 

Casa Blanca • 702-34&-7529 or 800-459-7529: CasaBlanca 

howroom: Little Texas, March 12. Hypnotist Mi hael 

Mezmer, March 2!>-26. Comedy Club: Weekends when no 

performers are scheduled. Enterminers appear in tl1e 

kydome Lounge nightly except Mon. 

Eureka Casino Hotel • 702-34&-4646: Wild G1ctus Lounge: Fun 

Fool's Karaoke, Tues. Bands play Thurs.-Sun. 

Oasis • 702-340.5232 or 800-62 1-01 87: Club Xtreme: 

Karaoke, Tues. Dance music Wed., F1i.-Sat. Cabaret Lounge: 

Band play nightly except Mon. 

Virgin River • 702-340.7777 or 800-340.772 I: Entertainers play 

in the casino lounge nightly except Mon. 

NORTH LAS VEGAS 

Cannel)' • 702-507-5700: The Club: Viva! T1ibute Lo anmna, 

March 4-5. Marshall Tucker Band, March I I. David Lee 

Mu1vhy, March 12. Edgar Winter, March 19. Survivor, April 

16. "A Really Big hew: A Salute LO Ed ullivan, Apiil 22-

23. ext Movement, Apiil 29-30. Peace Frog: T1ibute to the 

Doors, May &-7. Black Diamond T1ibute Lo KISS, May 13. 

Felix Cavaliere's Rascals and Chuck Negron of Three Dog 

ight, May 14. Peabo B11 on and Jeffrey Osborne, May 21. 

um mer Kick-Off Concen: Turtles, Vogues, Archies, Andy 

Kim, and Bo Donaldson and the Heywoods, May 28. Blues 

Bre\\~ and BBQ Festival ""th j ohn Lee Hooker Jr. , Blowin' 

moke, Blues torm, and clion ,June 17-1 . War.June 

25. Pin- ps Bar: Bands play nightly except Mon. 

Fiesta Rancho • 702-63 1-7000: Club Tequila: Ricky Van 

Shelton, March 25. Mel McDaniel, April 22. azareth, Oct. 

21. Superstar Tiibutes, F1i. Comedy Live, at. Music in tl1e 

Cabo Lounge. kating in the Fiesta Ice Arena. 

Je'l)''s Nugget • 702-399-3000: Royal Su-eel Lounge: Motown 

F1idays, Lalin Explosion, Sat., dance music. 

Texas Station • 702-63 1-1001 : Dallas Evenis Cemer: Merle 

Haggard, March I I. The Almadillo: Kroakies Karaoke, Wed. 

Loveshack pla) '80s music on Fii.-Sat. unday wing with 

Jen1• Tiffe, 4-Spm. 

PRIMM 

Buffalo Bill's Resort • 800-FUN-STOP: tar of the Desen 

Arena: Tanya Tucker, March 12. Bands play weekends in tl1e 

lounge. Funniez Comedy Club: Comedians Fii.-Sat. 

Primm Valley • 800-FU -STOP: Show Bar Lounge: 

Entertainment Fii .-Sun. 

Whiskey Pete's • 00-FUN-STOP: Whiskey Pete's Show Bar 

Lounge: Entertainment Fri. un. 

With an abundance of recreational opportunities 
it shouldn 't come as any surprise that Jackpot is 
an outdoor enthusiast's dream. Combined with 
the hottest gaming action, fabulous restaurants 
and big-name entertainment, it's clear to see why 
it's more than a weekend getaway ... 
its your escape. 

Jackpot Tourism 
775-755-2229. www.jackpot-nevada.org 

+1. WILD WEST llm: Hlanmte UVINTH rmDT 

:; Walking tour 
U brochures are 
~ available from 
;.l many local bus­
:= inesses and the 
; Wells Chamber 
:< of Commerce 
.. A community service project brought to you by Wells Rural 

Electric Company and the Wells Chamber of Commerce 

Trail of the Forty-Niners Interpretive Center 

~g~~ 
~~ 
c:mlaR' ft«Udb" A. <O N«MN*M 

Party & Fireworks Main Street 
Cruise Burnout Contest $400 
Poker Run Street Dance Slow 

rags Show & Shine Drag 
~-.Dll;:lll"'I• Racing at Wells Airport 

Held Annually in July 
Visit Our Website, www.wellsfunrun.com 

Memorial Day Weekend 

For Information Call 775-752-3540 

Wells Chamber 
of Commerce 
TOURIST INFORMATION 

P.O. Box 615, 395 6th St,Well , NV 89835 
1-866-866-7015 fax 775-752-2172 

coc@wellsnevada.com 
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The inside scoop on Nevada places of interest. 

Visitors can ride a steam train on special weekends at the Nevada State Railroad Museum. 

C
arson City doe n't usually get 
the play of its more famou 
neighbors, Reno and Lake 
Tahoe.Johnny Cash n ver sang 

that he "shot a man in Carson just to ee 
him die," nor did Mark Twain ever write, 
"Carson City mu t surely b the fairest 
picture the whole earth afford ." And 
there's no Comedy Central TV how enti­
tled Carson City 911. 

Yet despite the lack of notoriety, Carson 
City, located 30 miles south of Reno on 

. . 395, deserves to be noticed. It's a 
charming, friendly community of 55,000 
oul and just may be the mo t metropol­

itan mall town in the tate. 
arson City's tatu as th state capital 

means that one of its main industries is 
tate government-and all those profe -

sionals working for the state want and 
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"History is what 
sets Carson City 
apart from other 
destinations in 
our region." 
need various amenities. Additionally, every 
two years the 63 member of the evada 
Legislature meet in Carson, meaning tl1at 
for about six months the city plays host to 
tl1e state 's most powerful politician and 
lobbyists. 

o, while a relatively mall city, Car on 
has things not often found in communitie 

its size, particularly when it come to 
restaurants and services. Local often joke 
that almost as much busines gets clone in 
popular eaterie like Adele' , tl1e tation 
Grille, and Glen Eagles a on the floor of 
the As embly or enate. 

Historic Appeal 
In addition to providing fine dining, 

Carson City prides itself in pre erving its 
past. Last year the editor of True West 
named Carson City "Be t Western 
Historical Site." The city' 2003-2004 visitor 
profile noted tl1at history is the primary 
reason tourists visit Carson City. 

"I think history i what ets Carson City 
apart from other destination in our re­
gion ," notes Candace Duncan, executive 
director of tl1e arson City Convention 
and Visitors Bureau. "Becau e we've been 

PHOTO: Carolyn Fox 



The Capitol dome peeks above flowering trees and spring bulbs at the Capitol Mall. 

the tale capital since the 1860s and be­
cau e w have so many hi toric build ings 
here fro m that era, it was easy for us to put 
that all together to promote." 

he adds that the city's historic ties to 
Mark Twain , Virginia City's Comstock 
Lode, and the Virginia and Truckee 
Rai lroad-subjects that in terest many peo­
ple-are tro ng attracti ons for visitors. 

T he city can trace its roots to 
the begin ning of the state of 

evada. In 1861, when the 
evada Territory wa estab­

li hed, Carson City was named 
Lh capi tal of the te rrito rial 
governm nt. Th ree years late r, 
when statehood was be lowed , 

arson City was designated the official 
stale capi tal. 

Carson City's first residents, howev r, 

PHOTO: Steve Johns 

were ranchers, not politi cian . In 1851, a 
trad ing post wa e tablished in Eagle 
Valley, in which ar o n ity is located , to 
provide good and services to travele rs 
heading to Cali forn ia. fi w years later, the 
trading post and mo t of the surrounding 
area was purchased by Abraham Curry, 
B.F. Green,JJ. Musser, and Frank Proctor. 
They laid out a town site and named it in 

honor of fro ntie r scout Ki t 
Carson , who had trave led 
th rough evada with explore r 
J ohn . Fr mont. 

urry eventually bough t out 
his partners and became an en­
ergetic promoter of the com­
muni ty, which pro pered as a 
supply point fo r miners work­
ing in Virginia City, 15 miles 
northwest. In addi tion to selling 

Per night, per couple 

You Receive: Value 
•Deluxe motel room $52.80 
•Two $7 restaurant coupons $14.00 
•Four cocktails $8.00 
•Four S 1.SO keno credits $6.00 
•Four $1 gaming tokens $4.00 

Total Retail Value: $8).\0 
You Save42% 

• Call 1-800-338-7760 or 
(775) 882-5535 for your room 
reservation and mention 
"Prospector's Club Get-Away." 

• Present th is certificate to the City 
Center Motel upon check-in. 

• Present your Prospector's Club 
card (or join the Club free of 
charge) at the Club Booth to 
receive your "Get-Away" coupons. 

• Use your Prospector's Club card 
to earn extra cash and other 
valuable rewards. 

Best Place O Friendliest 
to Gamble Casino 

CITY CENTER MOTEL 
A Carson Nugget Property 

1-800-338-77 60 
800 N. Corson Street, Corson City, NV 89701 
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The Nevada Day Parade (above) will roll through downtown Carson City on October 29. 
Ghastly figures (top) will haunt historic houses during the Ghost Walk on Octobe r 22. 

lots and developing a number of bu i­
ne e , Curry donated 10 acres for a state 
capitol. The Capitol was completed in 
1871 and remains one of the oldest build­
ings in the city. 

Today, the be t way to explore Car on 
City' historic ite i by taking a troll or 
drive on the Kit ar on Trail. The 2.5-mile 
tour, which i marked with a bright blue 
line, pas es more than 60 of the commu­
nity' mo t hi toric bui lding and homes, 
many constructed in the 1860s and 1870s. 
If you tune your car radio to AM 1020, 
AM 1040, AM 1060, and AM 1080, you can 
Ii ten to informative 90- econd "Talking 
House " recording de cribing 24 of the 
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hi toric Carson homes along the route. 
For example, the 01ion Clemen House 

at 502 N. Division St. was built in 1863 by 
the brother of Samuel Clemen , better 
known by hi pen name, Mark Twain. The 
latter is believed to have occasionally 
stayed in the house in 1863 and 1864. 
Other home on the trail include the 
Krebs-Peterson House at 500 N. Mountain 
St., a handsome frame re idence built in 
1914 by a prominent surgeon and featured 
in 17ie Shootist, actor John Wayne's last 
movie. Also, the G.W.G. Fenis House at 
311 W. Third St. was the boyhood home of 
George Washington Gale Ferris Jr., who 
invented the Ferris Wheel. 

City of Museums 
Perhap not urprisingly, given its rich 

history, Carson City ha an exu-aord inary 
number of quality museums for a com­
munity o smal l. They include: 

Nevada State Museum: Located in 
the former U.S. Mint at 600 . Carson St., 
the evada State Mu eum is filled with dis­
plays and exhibits desc1ibing the histo1ical, 
cultural, and natural hi tory of evada. It's 
open 8:30-4:30 daily. Call 775-687-4810 or 
visit www.nevadaculture.org. 

Nevada State Railroad Museum: At 
2180 S. Carson St. , the Nevada State 
Rai lroad Museum is devoted to the preser­
vation and tudy of the tate' railroads. 

Carson City has 
an extraordinary 
number of 
quality museums 
for its size. 
The mu eum's primary focus i on the fa­
bled Virginia and Truckee Railroad, which 
ran between Reno and Virginia City. 
Several vintage rai lroad buildings have 
been moved to the mu eum grounds. 
During summer weekends, ride are of­
fered on a die el motorcar, the Washoe 
'Zephyr. On holiday weekend and pecial 
days, the museum al o offers ride on 
some of the hi toric roll ing tock pul led by 
steam locomotive . The mu eum i open 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. daily. Call 775-687-6953 
or vi it www.nsrm-friends.org. 

State Capitol: Visitors to the State 
Capitol wi ll find an informative exhibit, 
"The Story of Our Capitol ," in the Old 
Senate Chamber on the econd floor. On 
di play are the original Nevada Territory 
seal and a copy of the lengthy telegram 
that relayed the evada state con titution 
to Washington, D.C., on October 8, 1864. 
The Capitol, located at Car on and Mus er 
SU"eet , i open a.m.-5 p.m. daily. 
Call 775-687-5030. 

Nevada State Library and Archives: 
Located behind the State Capitol, the 

evada State Library and Archive at 100 
N. Stewart St. is the official repository of 
state record . Visitors will find hi toric doc­
uments, a di play of the original state con-
titution, and a changing gallery. Open 

8 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Call 775-684-3320 
or visit www.clan. lib.nv.us. 

PHOTOS: Janet Jones (top), Pete Slingland (bottom) 



Walk the blue line of the Kit Carson Trail 
through Carson City's large historic home 
district. Then drive the 16-mile Comstock 
Trail past the mines of Silver City to 
Gold Hill. It's just one more mile to 
colorful Virginia City. All part of a trip 

back to the 1870s, when orthern 
Nevada was one of the richest places on 
earth. For lodging and a booklet of special 
savings, visit our website or call today. 

ca 
VJSitors Center at 1900 S. Carson St. 

1-800-NEVADA-l • www.visitcarsoncity.com/nevada 
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Children's Museum of Northern 
Nevada: Located at 13 N. Carson St., the 
Children's Mu eum i filled with hands-on 
exhibits. Highlights include the Shadow 
Box, a photosensitive room thal caplure 
a vi itor' silhouette, and milh' Grocery 

tore, a kid- ized play upermarket. The 
mu eum is open 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Tues.­

un. For information call 775-884-2226 or 
vi it www.cmnn.org. 

Warren Engine Co. No. 1 Historic 
Fire Museum: Tucked in ide the city's 
main fire station at 777 . Lewan St., the 
Warren Engine Co. Mu eum d isplays his­
toric fire-fighting equipmenl, photos, and 
prints. It's open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 

a ll 775-887-2210. 

Folks who live in Car on City say that 
one of the best things about the place is 
that it's do e to the ierra evada range 
without actually being in the mountains. 
That mean re idents are minutes away 
from the skiing, hiking, boating, and 

Bliss Mansion Bed and Breakfast at 
608 Elizabeth Street is a restored historic home 
built in 1879. Travelers stay in suites with private 
baths and enjoy a gourmet breakfast in the formal 
dining room. Suites have fireplaces, down pillows 
and comforters, claw-foot tubs, and herbal soaps. 
The mansion hosts special parties, receptions, and 
weddings. For information call 775-887-8988 or 
800-887-3501 or visit www.blissmansion.com. 

Carson City Convention and Visitors 
Bureau occupies a Western-style false-fronted 
building on the grounds of the Nevada State 
Railroad Museum at Fairview and U.S. 395. 
Visitors can find information about Carson City 
history, events, lodging, recreation, attractions, 
and group tours. Call 800-NEVADA-1 for a Visitors 
Guide or log on to www.visitcarsoncity.com for an 
online brochure and tickets to events in the Reno­
Lake Tahoe-Carson City area. 

The Carson Nugget has been in downtown 
Carson City for more than 45 years. The Nugget 
has four restaurants-Garden Room Coffee Shop, 
Oyster Bar, Steak House, and a buffet that features 
seafood on Friday nights-and a bar and lounge. 
Groups, receptions, and parties are hosted in the 
upstairs banquet room. The Carson Nugget 
Prospectors Club Card offers discounts and 
coupons. The nearby City Center Motel (800-338-
7760) offers accommodations. For information call 
800-426-5239 or visit www.ccnugget.com. 

Carson Station Hotel-Casino, at 900 s. 
Carson St., is two blocks from the Nevada 
Legislature and Capitol. The hotel has 92 hotel 

The Silver Dollar Car Classic is held in July. 

mountain-biking opportunities found al 
Lake Tahoe-but don't get as much now 
in lhe winler. 

Carson City is al o known for golf. 
There are four championship golf cour e 
within city limits, including Eagle Valley, 
with two 18-hole cour e ; Empire Ranch , 
with 27 ho! s; and ilver Oak, which 
has 18 hole . The immediate area boasts 

rooms, casino, sportsbook, bar, and entertainment 
and dancing in the Cabaret Lounge. Inside the 
casino is the Station Restaurant and across the 
street is the Station Grille, which serves steaks, 
seafood, and sandwiches and hosts banquets and 
parties. For information call 800-501-2929 or visit 
www.carsonstation.com. 

Comstock Country RV Resort at 5400 S. 
Carson St. (U.S. 395 S.) is a five-star-rated park 
with 156 full hookups, pool and spa, laundry, 
tennis, shuffleboard, arcade, horseshoes, and free 
casino shuttle. Virginia City, Reno, Minden­
Gardnerville, and Lake Tahoe are within a 30-
minute drive. Mention Nevada Magazine when 
making reservations and receive a free souvenir. 
Call 800-638-2321. 

Pinon Plaza Resort and RV Park at 2171 
U.S. 50 E. offers party packs, Ladies Night Out, 
Guys Night Out, and 50 kinds of margaritas. The 
hotel has an outdoor swimming pool, spa and fit­
ness center, bowling center, RV park, Branding 
Iron Cafe, and the Steakhouse. Rooms and suites 
have a Southwestern decor. Call 877-519-5567 or 
visit www.pinonplaza.com. 

Virginia City Convention and Tourism 
Autnority maintains the Crystal Visitors Center 
at the corner of C and Taylor streets. The restored 
building once housed the Crystal Bar, one of the 
best known saloons in Virginia City. Travelers can 
learn about Comstock mine tours, train rides, 
mansions, museums, unique shops, restaurants, 
lodging, and events. Call 800-718-7587 or visit 
www.virginiacity-nv.org. 

PHOTO: Janet Jones 



an additional five golf courses-Dayton 
Valley, unridge, Carson Valley, Genoa 
Lakes, and ierra evada Golf Ranch. The 
area cour e are known collectively as the 

Annual Events 
arson City hosts many events ach 

year. Here' a sampling of 2005 events: 
March 12: Cowboy Jubi lee and PoeU)' 

include a We tern barbecue at the 
Community Center. Call 775-8 3-1532. 

May-June: The spring Farmer Market 
is held in Telegraph Square, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
at. Call 775-746-5024. 

May 28: Kit Carson Wild We t Tour, 
walking lOUJ of Carson City's hi toric dis­
trict. Call 00-NEVADA-1. 

June 10-12: Carson City Rendezvous, 
mountain man encampment, ivil War 
reenactments, ative American dancing, 
Pueblo de evada. Call 800- EVADA-1. 

June 18: Tate of Downtown, a 
fundrai er for dvocate to End Dome tic 
Violence, offers sampling from arson 

ity restaurants. Call 775-883-7654. 
June TBA: Run What Cha Brung fea­

ture more than 300 classic cars at Fuji 
Park. Call 775-883-0927 

June 30-July 4: July Fourth elebra­
Lion Carnival, with crafts and fireworks, 
Mills Park. Call 775-687-4680. 

July-Aug.: Farmers Market in the Pony 
Express Pavilion at Mills Park, 3:30-7 p.m. 
Wed. Call 775-746-5024. 

July 29-31 : Silver Dollar Car Classic, a 
celebration of the music and ca1 of th 
1950s, 1960s, and 1970s at Mills Park. all 
800- EVADA-1. 

Sept.-Oct.: Farmers Market, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Sat., Telegraph Square. 775-746-5024. 

Oct. 22: Kit Carson Trail Cho t Walk 
visits historic houses. Call 800- EVADA-1. 

Oct. 27-30: evada Day C lebration , 
with a parade on Oct. 29 and carnival, 
beard contest, mu ic, art show, and other 
activities, commemorate evada's state­
hood. Call 800-NEVADA-1. 

Dec. 10-11 : Santa Train offer ride on 
cars pulled by an 1882 steam-powered lo­
comotive and a special appearance by 
Santa Claus at the evada State Railroad 
Museum. Call 775-687-6953. 

For More Information 
For more information about Car on 

ity, contact the Carson City Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, 800-NEVADA-1 , or 
www.visitcarsoncity.com. 

Richard Moreno is evada Magazine's pub­
li.shei: He lhinks Car on City 911 would be a 
greal television show. 

Bliss Mansion Bed and Breakfast remains one of the most spectacular homes in 
Nevada. The fully restored mansion is a perfect location for celebrations, weddings, 

business meetings, seminars or retreats. 

Built for business and pleasure, call for a reservation today. 
PH: 1.800.887.3501 -. WWW.BLISSMANSION.COM 

608 ELIZABETH STREET, CARSON CITY, NV 89703 

__J 

In Historic Carson City, Nevada's Capital 
5400 South Carson, Carson City, Nevada 

800-838-2321 
Mention Nevada Magazine when you call for reservations and 

receive a FREE souvenir. 
156 Full Hoolrnps, 
Convenience Store , 
Large Pool & ~pa , 
Laundry, Tennis , 
HorseshOes • Arc~de' 
Shuttleboard' Pnvatle 

· Cabe Phone serv1c~ , 
TV FREE casino 
Shuttle & fun Packs, 
and more. Shops and 
fine Dining Nearby. 

Located within 30 minutes of Lake Tahoe, Reno, 
Vl~ginia City, and minutes from Genoa. 
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£entennial £i 
Sparks celebrates its first 100 years with fireworks, 

a history fair, and a lighthouse By Joyce Hollister 

T
his spring the good citizens of 
Sparks are celebrating their com­
munity's centennial with fireworks, 
a grand ball, and the ground­
breaking for a lighthouse. 

A lighthouse, you ask? 
In the 1990s, Sparks acquired the old 

Helms gravel pit on Interstate 80 and 
transformed what the late Mayor Tony 
Armstrong once called a "big hole in the 
ground" into the Sparks Marina Park. In 
1997 the marina was filled with water 
ahead of schedule by the New Year's Day 
Flood, and today the park offers beaches, 
boating, fishing, and a place to hold 
events. 

This is where the lighthouse comes in. 
On March 17 city officials will break 
ground for the 40-foot-tall replica on the 
marina's west shore. The steel structure 

Sparks became an 
instant city when 

the Southern 
Pacific moved its 

division point from 
Wadsworth to a 

point three miles 
east of Reno. 

will commemorate Sparks' first 100 years 
while its working light will serve as a bea­
con for the next century. 

Other Sparks Centennial festivities are 
planned. Chautauqua performer Mike 
Fischer, a dentist from Gardnerville, will 
ponray Governor John Spa1-ks at the 
groundbreaking, and that evening, fire­
works and entertainment will celebrate 
both the centennial and John Ascuaga's 
Nugget's 50th anniversary. At the Sparks 
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On March 17 fireworks will explode above John Ascuaga's Nugget on Victorian Square. 

Heritage Museum a four-foot-high faux 
cak decorated with hi torical photos will 
be displayed March 15 to April 2. On April 
3, real cake and ice cream will be served 
in honor of the mu eum's 20th anniver­
sary, and a new exhibit, "Back to the '80s," 
will be unveiled. The display will present 
20-year-old artifacts such as a bicycle, 
helmet, and jersey belonging to the first 
American winner of the Tour de France, 
Greg LeMond, a former area resident. 

On May 13 guests may dress in period 
attire for the Sparks Centennial Dinner 
and Dance to be held at the ugget. On 
June 18, the Reno Rodeo Salutes the 
Sparks Centennial parade will march down 
Victorian Avenue. Before the parade a 
Pancake Breakfast is planned at Victorian 
Square, and afterward, a Fireman's Muster. 

Booths in the square will ell food and 
crafts at the Turn-of-the-Century Faire, 
where children's History Fair projects, 
sponsored by the Washoe County Sparks 
Library and the museum, will be displayed. 
For details visit www.sparkslOO.org. 

The Sparks Centennial Commi sion is 
selling History of sparks, Centennial Edition, 
a 200-page, hard-bound pictorial history 
( 35), and Sparks Now and Then, a DVD 
( 10). For information about the book, 
DVD, or other museum anniversary activ­
ities, call 775-355-1144. To buy John 
Ascuaga's Nugget's 50 Years of Memories: 
1955-2005, a 144-page coffee-table book 
($39.95), visit renomagazine.biz/ nugget50/ 
or the ugget Gift Shop. 

This spring's centennial events cele­
brate the history of Spa1-ks, which in the 



Allison Welling (left) wore a railroad e ngineer's costume in last year's Sparks Hometowne 
Christmas Parade, which kicked off the city's centennial cele brations. At right, Sparks te le­
phone operators were photographed in 1905, the year the Rail City was incorporated . 

course of 100 years has evolved from a 
quiet railroad town to a touri t de ti nation. 
Sparks became an in tant city when the 
Southern Pacific moved its divi ion point 
from Wadsworth to a spot three miles east 
of Reno in 1904. Railroad official old 
hou e lots for 1 each to their employees, 
whose home were carried by flatcar from 
Wadsworth, 27 mi les east of park . 

S
parks, incorporated March 15, 1905, 
was named after Governor John 

parks and was referred to as the Rail 
City for nearly half a century, but th town 
began to decline after the SP moved its 
shop to Ro eville, California, in the early 
1950 . The advent of warehou ing and 
light industry in the 1960 and '70s stimu­
lated the economy, but it was parks 

ugget owner Dick Grave and hi man­
ager, John Ascuaga, who brought the 
tou.-ists. The ugget opened in 1955 as a 
small coffee shop with lot machine and 
moved acros B treet to larger quarters in 
1958. Ascuaga took over in 1960, and 
today John Ascuaga's ugget employs 
2,000 people-more than the railroad 
ever did. 

After haggling over a downtown reno­
vation theme for everal year , the parks 
City ouncil fixed on a Victorian motif in 
the late 1980s. Tom Burrous of the Sparks 
Economic Development Division explains, 
"The Victorian era i remembered with 
fondness for its barbershop quartets, beau­
tiful homes, ice cream ocials, and basically 
a lower time of life." 

The city held its first Hometowne 
Chri tmas celebration in 1987 The next 

PHOTOS: Scott Sady (left), City of Sparks Collection (right) 

year the redevelopm nt agency remod­
eled four city blocks, adding old-fashioned 
light po ts, grass, trees, a fountain, and a 
Victorian- tyle band tand. On July 4, 198 , 
officials cut the ribbon on the new 
Victo.-ian quare. Four more blocks were 
renovated, and an amphitheater, sundial, 

and train platform were added in 19 9, 
when B Street was renamed Victorian 
Avenue. 

Today Victo.-ian quare also has an in­
teractive fountain and a 14-screen cinema. 
Touri ts flock to the weekly summer 
farmer's markets, Star Spangled Sparks 
Fourth of July fireworks, Hot August 

ights, and the Best in the West ugget 
Rib Cook-off on Labor Day weekend. 

It' not your grandmother's Sparks any­
more. "When I wa a kid, there were about 
5,000 p ople. ow there 's well over 85,000 
people here," said Mayor Arm u·ong, who 
had moved to the town at the age of 
four and had been a tirele advocate for 

parks as a city councilman, mayor, and 
chairman of the Spark entennial 

ommi ion. In an interview shortly b -
fore hi unexp cted death in January, 
Arm trong said, "The downtown was a very 
historic part of our community, and we 
wanted to revitalize it and how it off." 

Sparks' next propo eel project i an 
entertainment-retail-dining complex on 
tl1e marina's east shore. The complex has 
a Di ney-like design with wat r taxis and an 
entertainment island, a nice complement 
to the parks entennial Lighthou e. 
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AREA EVE NTS AND SHOWS 

P
olar-bear wimmer compete in on of the hotte t even ts of the North Lake Tahoe Snow 
Festival Winter Carnival. Spark hosts multiple fe tivities this spring a the city celebrate 
the Sparks Centennial and John Ascuaga's Nugget's 50th Anniversary. In Car on City, 
buckaroo balladeer will gather for the Cowboy Poetry and Jubilee. It' recommended 

to call ahead to confinn event date and time . 

An Evening with Garrison Keillor • March I • toryteller and 

host of The Prai1ir Home Companio11. Nightingale Hall, UNR, 

Reno, ()().225-2277. 

Tra il Encounters • March I • Tahoe Rim Trail Assn. program 

on geology, flora , fauna, and Native Ameiicans. Parasol 

Bldg., Incline Village, 775-298-0231. 

"Epicene or the Silent Woman" • March 2-6 • Comedy \\oth 

males taking female roles. Redfield Proscenium Theatre, 

UN R, Reno, 775-784-6847. 

"Amadeus" • March 3-4, 10-12 • Mozart confronts jealousy 

and fame. Bruka Theatre, Reno, 775-32~322 l. 

Snow Festival Opening Ceremonies • ~larch 4 • Torchlight pa­

rade and fireworks. Squaw Valley USA, Lake Tahoe, 530-58~ 

6985. 

"Lone Star" and "Laundry and Bourbon" • ~ l arch 4-5 • "Lone 

tar," comedic antics of two good ol' bo) on Saturday night. 

"Laundry and Bourbon, a comedy about three small-town 

\\OVe discot11et11ed with their maniages. Brewery Arts 

emer, Carson City, 775-88~ 1976 ext. I 02. 

North lake Tahoe Snow Festival Winter Carnival • March 4-13 • 

Parades, piuA1-decorating comest, sack race, monster dawg 

pull, polar-bear swim in Lake Tahoe, and entertainment. 

Venues around North Lake Tahoe, 00-824-634 . 

Dummy Downhill Race • March 5 • Dummies are placed on 

skies and snowboards and sent racing down how-Off Run. 

Mt. Rose-Ski Tahoe, Reno, ()().SKI-RO E. 

Family Fun Relay Race • March 5 • Diamond Peak ki Resort, 

In line Village, Lake Tah e, 775-832-1177. 

Trail Encounters • March 5 • Bring snowshoes to learn h w 

10 track animals. Tahoe ~ lead ws, In line Village, 775-29 

0231. 

Mountain Dew Vertical Challenge • March 5-6 • More than 30 

race categories open to boarder and skiers of all ages and 

abilities. larch 5 at ierra-at-Tahoe, larch 6 at Northstar~ 

at-Tahoe, Lake Tahoe, 800-GO-NORTH or 530-54~3 l 39. 

Snowbomb Sick and Twisted • March 6 • lopestyle competi­

tion for all ages and abilities. Diamond Peak ki Resort, 

In line Village, Lake Tahoe, 775-832-1177. 

Reno Philharmonic Orchestra • March 6 • Program includes 

Bernstein and Mahler with soprano Devon Guthiie. Pioneer 

Cemer for the Perfo1111ing Arts, Reno, 775-32~393. 

Lake Tahoe Winterfest Gay and Lesbian Ski Week • March 6-13 

• Boy George to be featured guest DJ for the Laser Blue 
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The Polar Bear Swim, a popular spectator event at Gar Woods Restaurant in Carnelian Bay, 
is part of the North Lake Tahoe Snow Festival, March 4-13. 

Dance Party on March 12 au.he Horiz n in tateline. uth 

hore locations, 77-777-4950, w\\~v.lal-etahoewinterfest. 

com. 

Trail Behavior • March 8 • Tahoe Rim Trail Assn. hosts a class 

on backcountry baking and organic cooking. Parasol Bldg., 

Incline Village, 775-298-0231. 

UNR Men's and Women's Basketball • March 8-12 • The Wolf 

Pack and Lady Pack host the Western Athletic Conference 

tournaments. Lawlor Events Cemcr, NR, Reno, 775-784-

4500. 

"Railroad Rhythms" • March 9 • Wednesday evening program 

pre ents railroad-related tunes sung by first and second 

grade school students. Ne1"ada talc Railroad Museum, 

Carson ity, 775-687-6953. 

Celebrity Special Olympics • ~ larch 11-12 • Athletes pair with 

celebiitics. Heavenly Mountain Resort, tateline, Lake 

Tahoe, 775-5 6-7000. 

Reno Chamber Orchestra • ~larch 12 • Mozart, Bernstein, and 

hchediin. Gue 1 violin soloist William Preucil. Nightingale 

Hall, R, Reno, 775-348-94 13. 

Marchtober Fest Plaza Party • March 12 • Games, food and 

diink specials, and music. Northstar-at-Tahoe, Lake Tahoe, 

()().GO- ORTH. 

Physicians' Spouses Rummage Sale • March 12 • 54th annual 

fundraiser. Location TBA, Reno, 775-829-1303. 

Echo to Kirkwood Nordic Race• March 12 • I ~mile race/ tour 

starting at Echo ummit and ending at Kirkwood Cross­

Coumry Ski Cemcr. Lake Tahoe, 209-25 724 . 

Cowboy Poetry and Jubilee • March 12 • Music, poetry, and 

barbecue. Community Center, Carson City, 775-88~1 532. 

Pipe Snake Half Pipe Contest • March 12 • kicrs and board­

ers compete. Mt. Rose-Ski Tahoe, Reno, ()().SKI-ROSE for 

info1111ation. 

Top O' the Mornin' Fun Run/Walk • March 14 • t. Patrick's Day 

USASA Slopestyle Competition • March 12 • Open to amateu1 I OK, 5K, and one-mile nrns or 5K walk. Victorian Square, 

of all a cs. icn"a-at-Tahoe, Lake Tahoe, 530-577-4760. Sparks, 775-35~7815. 

Diamond Cup • March 12 • Second annual family race cha!- Jazz and Poetry • March 15 • Mile High j azz Band performs. 

lenge. Diamond Peak Ski Resort, Incline \ft llage, Lake Comma Coffee, arson City, 775-88~2662. 

Tahoe, 775-832-1177. Health and Hiking • March 15 and 17 • Tahoe Rim Trail Assn. 

PHOTO: North Lake Tahoe Snow Festival 



programs led by health professionals. Parasol Bldg., Incline 

Village, 775-298-0231. 

John Ascuaga's Nugget's 50th Anniversary Party • March 17 • 

Sparks, 775-356-3304. 

Sparks Centennial Festivities • March 17 • Chautauqua of 

Governor John Sparks at the groundbreaking of a light­

house at the parks larina. Fireworks and entertainment 

celebrate the city's centennial and j ohn Ascuaga's Nugget's 

50th anniversary. Sparks Marina and Victorian Square, 

parks, www.sparks l 00.org. 

Rene Marie • March 17 • Concert by jazz vocalist. ightingale 

Hall , UNR, Reno, 775-784-6847. 

St. Patrick's Day Party • larch 17 • Fitzgeralds, Reno, 775-78(). 

3300. 

St. Patrick's Day Irish Buffet • March 17 • Cai on Valley Inn, 

Minden, 775-783-661 1. 

St. Patrick's Day Celebration • March 17 • Food and drink spe­

cials. Carson Nugget, Cai on City, 775-882-1626. 

Hacienda de la Sierra • March 18 • Ski party with music and 

prize. Incline Village, 775-832-1606. 

"Jungle Book" • March 18-19 • Play ba ed on Rudyard 

Kipling's tale presented by Carson Performing Ans. 

Community Center, Carson City, 775-2 ?.-1684. 

"The Merry Widow" • March 18 and 20 • Ne,>ada Opera pre­

sentation. Pioneer Center for the Performing Ans, Reno, 

775-786-4046. 

Dummy Downhill • March 19 • Contestants build contraptions 

for jump competition. Diamond Peak Ski Resort, Incline 

Village, L1ke Tahoe, 775-832-1177. 

Winter Trails Day • March 19 • Tahoe Rim Trail Assn. program 

to learn or develop snowshoe and cross-<ounul' skiing skills. 

Tahoe leadows, Incline Vi llage, 775-298-0231. 

Appraisal Fair and Vendor Show • March 19 • 

Recreation Center, parks, 775-355-1144. 

Puttin' on the Ritz • March 19 • Fund raising dinner-dance at 

St. Gall Community Hall, Gardnerville, 775-782-8692. 

Telegrass Festival • March 19-20 • econd annual party with 

bluegrass music, telemark clinics, demos, and vendors. 

ierra-at-Tahoe, Lake Tahoe, 530-659-7453. 

Carousel of Cards Blackjack Tournament • March 19-20 • Circus 

Circus, Reno, 888-682-0147. 

California Gold Rush USSA Ski Championship • March 20 • kiers 

compete head-to-head in 50K race. Ro)>al Gorge Ski Resort, 

Lake Tahoe, 530-426-387 1. 

East Fork Gallery Spring Reception • March 20 • East Fork 

Gallet)', Gardnerville, 775-782-7629. 

Children's Concert • March 20 • Elemental"}' school choirs per­

form. Community Cente1; Carson City, 775-88?.-22 I 9. 

Environmental Issues • March 22-23 • Tahoe Rim Trail Assn. 

focuses on local concerns. Parasol Blvd., Incline Village, 775-

298-023 1. 

"The Giving Tree" • March 24-26, 31-Apiil 1-2 • Children's the­

ater presents Shel ilverstein's sw11• of the relationship be­

tween a boy and a tree. Bruka Theatre, Reno, 775-32?.-322 l. 

Full Moon Snowshoe and Nordic Tours • March 25 • Northstar­

at-Tahoe, Lake Tahoe, 800-GO-NORTH. 

Red Bull Silver Belt Skiercross Race • March 25-26 • Race has 

shotgun start on an ungroomed trail with natural obstacles. 

Sugar Bowl, Lake Tahoe, 530-426-9000. 

"Accidental Death of an Anarchist" • March 25-26, 31, Ap1il 1-

2, 7-10, 14-16 • Sati1ical play. Bruka Theau·e, Reno, 775-32?.-

322 1. 

Dance Dance Dance in Carson City • March 26 • New calle1 

dance offers a workshop during the day and call that night. 

Brewe11' Arts Center, Carson City, 775-88?.-9351. 

Bud Light Ladies Day • March 26 • Male skiers wea1ing dre 

get discount lift tickets and compete in a Beauty and the 

Beast pageant and a Drag Race. Mt. Rose- ki Tahoe, Reno, 

00-SKl-ROSE. 

Forum Youngblood Snowboarder Slopestyle Series Finals • March 

26 • Thirty snowboarders. Sierra-at-Tahoe, Lake Tahoe, 530-

659-7453, ext. 270. 

Alpine Meadows Mad Cow Downhill • March 26 • Any route i 

acceptable in this dash , but helmets are required. Alpine 

Meadows ki Resort, Lake Tahoe, 530-58?.-4232. 

Easter at Sierra • March 27 • Easter bunny and Easter egg 

hunt and to . ierra-at-Tahoe, Lake Tahoe, 530-54?.-3136. 

Easter Champagne Brunch • March 27 • Flowers for women. 

Carson Nugget, Carson City, 775-882-1626. 

Easter Egg Hunt • March 27 • Event for adults and kids, plus 

a kids' fun race. Alpine Meadows Ski Resort, Lake Tahoe, 

53(}.58?.-4232. 

Royal Deal Video Poker Tournament • March 28 • Circu 

Circus, Reno, 888-682-014 7 for further event inforniation. 

$1 ,500 Blackjack Tournament of Champions • March 29 • 

Qualifying round. Carson Valley Inn , Minden, 775-78?.-771 l. 

Dummy Gelande • March 29 • No live dummies allowed for 

this dash down the slope . Heavenly Mountain Resort, 

Stateline, Lake Tahoe, 775-586-7000. 

$20,000 Tri Game-a-Thon Tournament • Ap1il 1-2 • Slots or black­

jack enU"}' includes free 1,000 keno competition. Carson 

Valley lnn , Minden, 775-78?.-771 I. 

"42nd Street" • April 1-3 • Broadway Comes to Reno se1ies. 

Pioneer Center for the Performing Arts, Reno, 80(}.7 14-

533 1. 

North Tahoe Spring Blast • Ap1il 1-9 • Music, events, and par­

ties. Squaw Valley USA, L1ke Tahoe, 53(}.583-6985. 
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ra111s, "foe and brew rastings, and a silent auction. 

orth Tahoe Conference Center, Kings Beach, Lake 

Tahoe, 530-581-4 161. 

Pond Skimming • April 2 • The challenge is to cross 

the water without getting wet. Heavenly Mountain 

Resort, tateline, Lake Tahoe, 77!>-586-7000. 

One-Hit Wonder• April 2 • ki and nowboard big air 

comest. It. Rose-Ski Tahoe, Reno, 800-SKl-RO E. 

Sundae Sunday • April 3 • Cake and ice cream mark 

tJ1e opening of tJ1e museum's late t ex.hi bit, Back to 

tJ1e ' Os. parks He1itage Museum, Sparks, 77!>-35!>-

11 44. 

lntercultural Celebration • Ap1il 4-23 • Di\'ersity events 

high light Hispanics, the hip-hop culture, ati\'e 

Ame1icans, Af1ican Americans, Latinos, gay p1ide, 

and Asian heritage. UNR Campus, Reno, 77!>-7 4-

4936. 

Banff Mountain Film Festival• Ap1il f>.6 •Independen t 

films and rn untain ad\'enture videos. Celeb1ity 

Comedy Night • April 16 • Soroptirnist 

International fundraiser features comedians, 

food, drink, and auction. Brewery Arts Center, 

Carson ity, 77!>-450-4940. 

Comstock Cowboys • Ap1il 16 • Concert to ben­

efit tJ1e V&T Railroad. Carson ugget, Carson 

City, 77f>.882- l 626. 

Sertoma Chili Cook-Off and Craft Fair • April I 6-17 

• Carson Valley Inn , Minden, 77!>-266-3468. 

Pepper Memorial Classic• Apiil lf>.1 7 • Dog agility 

trials are a fundraiser for canine cancer. Ft!ii 

Park, Carson City, 77!>-42!>-2375. 

Spring Jam 8 • April I 6-17 • ki races, music, and 

p1izes. Squaw Valley U A, Lale Tahoe, 530-5 3-

6985. 

Carousel of Cash Slot Tournament• Ap1il l 6- 17 • 

ircus Circu , Reno, 888-682-0 147. 

April Jau • Apiil 19 • Mile High Jazz Band per­

formance. Comma Coffee, Carson City, 77!). 

883-2662. howroorn,John Ascuaga's ugget, parks, 77 51-

5180. 

Billy Dutton Uphill • Ap1il 9 • Fund raiser features a 3.2-

mile ski, run , or snowshoe trek to High Camp. 

Squaw Valley USA, Lake Tahoe, 530-583-6985. 

Jammin' Jazz Gats-B Dancin' shows his championship form 
during the Pepper Memorial Classic. The dog agility trials 
will be held April 16-17 in Carson City. 

Incline Star Follies • April 22-23 • Family cabaret 

fundraiser featuring local talent. Cal eva 

Resort, C1 tal Bay, Lake Tahoe, 77!).830-7469. 

Carson Valley POPS Orchestra Spring Concert • April 9 • CVIC 

Hall , Cardnenille, 77!>-26!>-2841. 

Topaz Lodge Chili Cook-Off• Apiil 9- 10 • Topaz Lodge, Topaz 

Lake, 77!>-266-3339. 

Reno Philharmonic Orchestra • Apiil I 0 • Program by Copland, 

Mendelssohn , and Brahms. Guest baritone Cary Aldiich 

and ,;olinist Anne Akiko-Meyers. Pioneer Center for the 

Performing Arts, Reno, 77!>-323-6393. 
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"Salt Lake Line Archaeology" • Ap1il 13 • Illustrated program 

by Jeff Wedding on digs at fo1mer railroad work camps. 

evada tale Railroad Museum, Carson City, 77!).687-6953. 

"Macbeth" • Ap1il lf>.16, 20-24 • hakespearean drama witJ1 

all-female cast. Redfield Proscenium Theatre, UNR, Reno, 

77!>-784-6847. 

"Stomp" • Apri l lf>. 17 • Broad\v-ay Cornes lo Reno series. 

Pioneer Center for the Perforn1ing Arts, Reno, 800-714-5331. 

"Shirley Valentine" • April 22-23, 28-May I, f>.7, 12-

14 • Willy Russell tale of life and lo\'e. Bruka Theatre, Reno, 

77!>-323-322 1. 

Dance Dance Dance in Carson City • April 23 • Guest Tom 

Thoreau. Brewery Arts Center, Carson City, 77!).883-935 1. 

Genoa's Spring Fling• Apiil 23-24 • Artisan show and antiques 

appraisal. Main Street, Genoa, 77!>-782-4951. 

Carson City Symphony Concert• Ap1il 24 • Guest piano soloist 

Frank Levy performs Rachmaninoff's "Piano Concerto 

Quaint historic downtown, 

distinctive shops, restaurants and 

cozy inns make an adventure 

to remember. 

PHOTO: Vickie Atkins 



o. 2." Community Center, Carson City, 775-8834154. 

Street Hop Car Show and Shine • April 24 • Open to all make 

and models. Food, music, and clash plaques. Diamonds 

Casino, Reno, 775-324-3445. 

$1 ,500 Blackjack Tournament of Champions • pril 26 • 

Qualifying round. Carson Valley Inn, Minden, 775-78'!r77 I I. 

World Series of Poker • April 2().May 10 • Quali~1ng round 

for the Las Vegas finals June 2:July 15 at the Rio uite Hotel 

and July 1().17 at Binion 's Horseshoe. Harveys Lake Tahoe, 

Stateline, Lake Tahoe, 877-367-9767. 

Gates and Wakes • April 29-30 • Pros ski or snowboard in the 

morning and wakeboarcl r water ki in the afternoon on 

Lake Tahoe. Alpine Meadows, Lake Tahoe, 53(}.5 34232. 

Eagle Valley Muzzleloaders Spri ng Rendezvous • April 29-May I 

• Trappers, trader , black-powder shoots, and li,fog-history 

demonstrations. Creenhouse Carden Center Canyon, 

Carson City, 775-687-7410. 

Become a Motorman • April 29-~lay I • lass to leam to op­

erate the evacla State Railroad Museum's 1926 Edwards 

diesel-powered motorcar. The 120 fee includes a rail­

roader's cap, hosted barbecue, qualification certificate, and 

hands-on experience as a motorman and conductor. 

Nevada tate Railroad Museum, Carson City, 775-687-6953. 

Ca™>n Valley Inn Spring Stag Golf Tournament • April 29-May I 

• Play at Genoa Lakes and Sierra evacla Golf Ranch. 

Carson Valley Inn , Minden, 775-78'!r6625. 

Reno Chamber Orchestra • April 30 • Actor Leonard Nimoy 

will narrate the concert, which includes the musi of 

Beethoven and llman and a perfonnance by the winner 

of the college concerto competition. ightingale Hall, 

R, Reno, 775-348-9413. 

Lake Cushing Classic • April 30 • Pond crossing aboard skis, 

snowboards, or any other vessel that will almost float. Squaw 

Valley SA, Lake Tahoe, 53(}.5 '!r69 5. 

Reno Doll and Teddy Bear Show • April 30 • Seminars, demon­

strations, and displays. Reno Hilton, Reno, 775-224-1884. 

Maxfield Parrish: Master of Make-Believe • April 3(}.June 26 • 

how opens. evada Museum of Art, Reno, 77!>-329-3333. 

o~~ 
Blackjack and Slot Tournaments • Daily. 5 enU)' fee. Circus 

Circus, Reno, 888-682-0147. 

Gaming Tournaments • Blackjack on Tues. and un., pai gow 

poker on Wed., limit Texas hold 'em on Wed., no-limit Texas 

hold 'em on un.-Thurs. , slots on Thurs., keno on un. 

Peppe1111ill, Reno, 775-689-7114. 

Siena Gaming Tournaments • Blackjack on Mon., video poker 

on Tues. and Fri. iena Hotel, Reno, 775-337-6260. 

Blackjack Tournaments • Tues. 20 buy-in and Fri. IO buy-in. 

Carson Nugget, Carson City, 0(}.42().5239. 

Gaming Tournaments • Video poker on Thurs. 

limit Texas hold 'em on Tues., no-limit Texas hold 'em on 

Thurs. Carson Valley Inn, Minden, 877-783-7711. 

Nevada State Museum • Visitors can take a behind-th~cenes 

tour on the last Friday of each month. Tour covers the an­

thropology, plant, and animal collection . Advance regis­

tration i required. Carson City, 775-6874 10 for 

info1111ation on mu eum tours. 

Wine Walk • Third Saturday at 2pm. Free wine taSting at par­

ticipating merchants with the purchase of a map and glass 

for 10. Riven"31k Arts Disuict, Dowmown, Reno, 775-337-

1717. 

"The Journey" • Thru March 4 • Paintings by Rossitza 

Todorova. Sierra Arts Gallery, Reno, 775-329-ARTS. 

Vacation. Package. Getaway. 

Custom Ski Packages 
Choose from over 12 area ski resorts 

(mix & match resorts) 

Starting at $59* 

: ~ '-~~ -
Nevada Museum of Art 

Maxfield Parrish Exhibit 
(April 30-]une 26, 2005) 

Includes two museum tickets, two award­
winning buffet dinners & much more! 

Starting at $109* 

Custom Golf Packages 
Choose from over 40 world-class 

courses (guaranteed tee times) 

Starting at $89* 

European Spa Vacations 
• Customize your package with 

massages, facials and skin care. 
• Voted "Best Hotel Spa" featuring 
indoor & outdoor pools, jacuzzi® 

and fitness facility. 

For our best rate book online at WWW AtlantisCasino.com 

'1:.1.le!!!i~ 
800-723-6500 

Come on out and join us on 

June 4th for National Trails 

Day and see first-hand the 

natural beauty of Lincoln 

County. We have many 

activities scheduled for this 

nationwide celebration 

more information, please 

LincolnCountyNevada.com. 
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Vintage Racers: Fast and Furious • Thru March 2 I • Race cars 

from 1910- 1920. National Automobile Museum, Reno, 775-

333-9300. 

Peter Goin • Thru March 25 • Photography exhibition by 

Reno documentaty photographer. Nevada Arts Council, 

Cat on City, 775-687-Q680. 

The Wynn Collection • Thru March 30 • Fourteen paintings 

from the teve and Elaine Wynn Collection. Includes works 

by Picasso, Monet, Matisse, and Rembrandt. Nevada 

Museum of An, Reno, 775-329-3333. 

After 9/1 1: Messages From the World and Images From Ground 

Zero • Thru March 30 • Commemorative exhibition of let­

ters, poems, paintings, quills, and photos. Carson Valley 

Museum and Cultural Centet; Gardnervi lle, 775-782-2555. 

Hortense "Kay" Tinkham• Thru March 31 • Paintings show­

case Northern Nevada railroading. Nevada State Rail road 

~ l useum, Cat on City, 775-687-Q953. 

Gold Fever• Thru Aptil 24 • Film traces 5,000 years of gold 's 

cultural , economic, and historical signiocance. Also show­

ing, Starjlight: A joumey '/711vugh the Cosmos. Fleischmann 

Planeta1ium and cience Center, Reno, 775-784481 I. 

Joanna Frueh: A Retrospective• Thru Ap1il • Multimedia artist, 

poet, and perfom1er. Sheppard Galle1y, UNR, Reno, 800-

225-2277. 

"Silver Key" Pittman: Nevada's Frontier Statesman • Thru May 

23 • Exhibition on the life and career of Nevada's longtime 

U .. senator. Known as the "Voice of ilver" because of his 

focus on the ptice of silver. Nevada H isto1ical ociety, Reno, 

775-688-1 I 90. 

Tireless and Unremitting: The Chinese and Nevada's Rail roads • 

ThruJan. 2006 • Explores the relationship of Chinese im­

migrants with the railroad and other aspects of their culture 
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Family life is skewered by 3 Blonde Moms on March 4-5 at the Carson Valley Inn in Minden. 
From left are Maryellen Hooper, who has appeared on The Tonight Show, Helen Keane of 
the Style Network, and Joanie Fagan, who has appeared on The Drew Cdrey Show. 

and daily life in Nevada. Nevada State Railroad Museum, 

Carson City, 775-687-Q953. 

UNR Women's Basketball • The Lady Wolf Pack pla) March 

3 ' . Hawai i Manoa, March - vs. an Jose State, and hosts 

the women's Western Athletic Conference Toumament, 

March 8-12. Lawlor Events Center, UNR, Reno, 775-784-

4500. 

Concerts in the Gallery• George Hanepen Quartet, March 4. 

Ch tis Bayer, March 11. Ch tis Good, March I 3. James 

Cavanaugh, March 25. Joe Venuto Duo, Apti! I. Bob ~ l oss 



Trio, April 8. Mazer and Smith Ensemble, April 15 • Lunch 

break concerts, Ril'erside Artist Lofts, Reno, 775-329-ARTS. 

LastTracks • March 5, 12, 19, 26 • Wine tasting and appetiz­

ers at Snownake Lodge followed by a sunset rt111 on 

Saturday. Diamond Peak Ski Resort, Incline Village, Lake 

Tahoe, 775-832-1177. 

Hope Valley Snowshoe Thompson Tour • March 12 and 25 • 

Sorensen's Resort, south of Lake Tahoe, 800-4 2~9949. 

Four-Foot Centennial "Cake" • March 15-April 2 • Faux birth­

day cake decorated with histo1ical photographs depicting 

ing the growth of Sparks. Sparks Heri tage Museum, 

Sparks, 775-355-11 44. 

Back to the '80s • April 3-0ct. 31 • Exhibit marks the mu­

seum 's 20th anniversary wi th memorabilia from the era that 

brouglll Cabbage Patch Dolls and Post-it otes, and local 

artifacts such as Greg Le~1ond 's Tour de France jersey. 

Sparks Heri tage Museum, Sparks, 775-355-11 44. 

DeSotos, Dames, and Dudes: Divorce Reno Style • April I I-Oct. 

3 • Exhibit traces the pe1iod when divorcees arrived en 

masse to take the cure. National Automobile Museum, 

Reno, 775-33~9300 . 

Maxfield Parrish: Master of Make-Believe • Ap1il 30-June 26 • 

Show of Panish paintings and illustra tions. Nevada Museum 

of Art, Reno, 775-329-3333. 

~&tts 
"Mark Twain Tonight" Starring Hal Holbrook • May 7 • Reno, 00-

714-533 1. 

Reno River Festival • lay 12- 15 • Truckee River Whitewater 

Park, Reno, 800-FOR-RENO. 

Sample the Arts at Victorian Amphitheater • Oct. 2 • Sparks, 

775-35~78 1 6. 

Sparks Annual Turkey Trot • Nov. 25 • 775-35~78 1 5. 

Sparks Annual Hometowne Christmas Parade and Festival • Dec. 

4 • 775-35~229 1. 

CARSON CITY 

Carson Nugget • 775-882-1626 or 800-426-5239 (continental 

U.S. including Nevada): Nugget how Lounge: Entertainers 

like The Moti fs, Michael Mandella, Tommy Bell, Madison 

Avenue, and Band on tJ1e Run appear Tues.-Sun. 

Carson Station • 775-88~00: Bands play nightly except 

Mon. 

Casino Fandango • 775-885-7000: Bands play in the Cabaret 

Lounge. 

Piiion Plaza • 775-885-9000: Sports Book Lounge: Bands play 

Wed.-Sun. 

CARSON VALLEY 

Carson Valley Inn • Minden, 775-782-971 1 or 800-32 1-6983: 

Shannon Ball room: 3 Blonde Morns, March 4-5, comedy 

show. Four-Way Street: A T1i bute to Crosby, Sti lls, 1 ash, and 

Young, March 22-27. Cabaret Lounge: Bands play fo r danc­

ing, dark Mon. 

Sharkey's Nugget • Gardnen~ ll e, 775-782-3 133. 

Topaz Lodge • Topaz Lake, 775-266-3339: Bands play Fri. at. 

RENO/SPARKS 

Atlantis • 775-825-4700 or 800-72~500: Grand Ballroom: 

Entertainment TBA. Bands play in the Cemer Stage 

Cabaret. 

Sparks Centennial Dinner and Dance • lay 13 • Boomtown • 775-345-6000: Can-Can Theater and Dancehall: 

'""v.sparks I 00.org. 

Lake Tahoe Jazz Festival • May 20-25 • Incl ine Village and 

Crystal Bay, Lake Tahoe, 800-4468-2463. 

Nevada Passage/Whitewater Kayaking • May 24 • L1St event of 

the evada Passage, a made-for-television adventure com­

petition. Reno, www.Lravelnevada.com. 

Rhythm and Rawhide: Reno Philharmonic Orchestra with Ian Tyson 

• May 21 • Reno, 775-32~2850. 

Kit Carson Trail: Wild West Historic Home Tour • May 28 • c.~ rson 

City, 775-687-74 10. 

Pro Wakeboard Tour • June ~5 • parks Marina Park, Sparks, 

407-57 1-4622. 

Sparks Farmer's Market • June 10-Aug. 26 (except Aug. 5) • 

parks, 775-35~229 1 . 

Reno Rodeo • June 16-25 • Reno, 800-225-2277. 

Reno Rodeo Parade and History Fair • June I • parks, 

m>'v.sparks I 00.org. 

Artown Festival • July 1-3 1• Reno,775-337-1717. 

Star Spangled Sparks Fireworks •July 4 • Sparks, 775-358-1976. 

Lake Tahoe Shakespeare Festival • July 14-Aug. 21 • Sand 

Harbor State Park, Lake Tahoe, 800-74-Sl-IOWS. 

Big Easy Cajun Festival • July 16- 18 • parks, 775-358-477 1. 

Hot August Nights Cars and Music Festival • Aug. ~7 • Reno and 

parks, 775-35~229 I. 

Reno-Tahoe Open Golf Tournament • Aug. 15-2 1 • Reno, 775-

322-3900. 

Nevada State Fair • Aug. 24-28 • Reno, 775-688-5767. 

Best in the West Nugget Rib Cook-Off • Sept. 2-6 • Sparks, 800-

648- 11 77. 

Great Reno Balloon Race • Sept. 9-11 • 775-826-11 81. 

Virgin ia City Camel Races • ept. 9- 11 • 775-847-7500. 

National Championship Air Races • ept. 15-18 • Reno, 775-972-

6663. 

Bands appear Tues.-Sun. 

Club Cal Neva • 775-32~ 1 046 or 877-777-7303: Entertainment 

on Fri. and Sat. 

Circus Circus • 775-329-0711: Circus Cabaret: Entertainment 

daily except Tues.-Wed. Free daily circus acts, l larn-

10:30pm. 

City Center Pavilion • 888-288-1833: Entertainment TBA. 

Eldorado • 775-786-5700, 800-648-5966 (U. . outside 

Nevada) or 00-648-3024 (Canada): Eldorado Showroom: 

Entertainment TBA. Bands play nightly at the Brew 

Brothers microbrewery. Piano music in the Roxy Lounge. 

BuBinga Lounge: Dance to DJs and bands Tues.-Sat. Bands 

play in the Casino Cabaret Thurs.-Sat. 

Fitzgeralds • 775-785-3300 or 800-648-5022 (U . . outs ide 

evada) : Bands perfo rm nightly in the Fi iz howbar. 

Golden Phoenix • 775-785-7100: Showroom: TBA. 

Harrah's Reno • 775-788-2900 or 800-HARRAHS: Sammy's 

Showroom: "Showgirls," adult revue, indf., I 0:30prn Thurs.­

Fri . and un .-Mon., 11 :30prn Sat. , and 8prn Wed., dark Tues. 

Bands play F1i.-Sat. in the Sapphire Lounge and the Virg 
1ightclub. 

John Ascuaga's Nugget • parks, 775-356-3304 or 800-648-

1177: Rose Ball room: j ohn Ascuaga's Nugget's 50th 

7?~ 
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THlll'J l LOT TO LIKI 
Ranch Rodeo 
Freedom of Choice 
Motorcycle Rally & Ride 
Nevada's Mule Deer Expo 
Wendover Cinco 
De Mayo Celebration 
Run-A-Mucca 
Senior Pro Rodeo 

SS0,000 Fishing Derby 
Portuguese Fiesta 
& Parade 
Air Races - Wendover 

OWBOY CO NTRY 

J\.UStin Nevaaq 
13{ue Siies 

Open Spaces 
1Wom to 1Wam!! 

VVliere ..'Adventure and Jfistory combine, 
to give you a vacation to remember!!! 

For more information. 

The Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce 
PO Box 212 *Austin, NV 89310 * 775-964-2200 

www.austinnevada.com * austinnvcfiam6er@yalioo.com 
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Annil'CrsalJ' Party, March 17. Celebrity howroom: Les 

Brown and the Band of Renown, March 2. Craig Chaquico, 

March 4-5. Legends of wing: Tribute to tan Kenton, 

March 9. Asleep at the Wheel, March 11-12. The Four 

Freshmen, March 16. Amc1ica, March lS.19. Bands play in 

the Casino Cabaret and Trader Dick's. Flamenco guitari 1 

Thurs. and jazz F1i.-Sat. in Restaurante OroLko. 

Peppermill • 775-826-2121 or 800-64&.6992: Tahoe Grand 

howroom: Entertainment TBA. Cabaret Lounge: Bands 

play nightly. Piano music feall11ing Ron Perry or Dale 

Vernon nightly in the Steakhouse. 

Rail City Casino • parks, 775-35!}.9440: ide Track Lounge: 

Bands play on weekends. 

Reno Events Center • 800-687-8733: Alicia Keys, March 13. 

Reno Hilton • 775-78!}.2285 or 800-64S.3568 (U.S. outside 

Ne1•acla): l lil ton Theater: Entertainment TBA. Bands play 

nightly in The Garage. 

Sands Regency • 775-34 2200: Tequila Bar: Bands pla) \\'ecl.­

un. Comedians perforn1 in tl1e just For Laughs Comedy 

Club, dark Mon.-Tues. 

Siena • 775-337-6260: Lexie's Lounge: j ammin' With the 

Siena Jau Ensemble Tues. at. Gorky Bennett performs 

Silver Club • Sparks, 775-358477 1 or 00-905-7774: 

Entertainment in the C'.asino Lounge. 

Silver Legacy • 775-329-4777 or 800-687-8733 ( .S., Canada, 

and Mexico): Grande Exposition Hall: john lleffron and 

Tammy Pescatelli, March 5.joe Cocker, ~ l arch 12. Music in 

the Rum Bullion Island Bar. Comedians perform at the 

Catch a Rising Star comedy club, dark Mon. ill'er Baron 

Lounge: Piano music. 

Tamarack Junction • 775-852-3600. 

Western Village • Sparks, 775-331-1069, 00-64S.l I 70. 

STAT ELINE, LAKE TAHOE 

Bill's Lake Tahoe • 775-5SS.2455: William 's Ba k Door Blues 

lub: "Hypnosis Gone Wild, witl1 Te111• tokes Jr. Bands 

play 9:30pm-12:30am Thurs. al. 

Caesars Tahoe • 775-58S.35 l 5 or 800-64S.3353: Circus 

Maximus: Indigo Girls, larch 5. The Club ero has danc­

ing. tone St. Bar and Grill: Monthly Girl Powder Concert 

Harrah's Lake Tahoe • 00-HARRAH : South hore Room: 

Kenny Wayne hepherd, March 4-5. "Yeah! Yeah! Yeah! A 

Tribme to tl1e Beatlesstaning Rain," March 12-13, IS.20, 25-

27, April 1-3. California Bar: Arthur Herl'ey, Tues.-Sat. Bands 

play in the Casino Center tage. 

Harveys • 775-5SS.24 l I or 00-553-1022 ext 2 3: Cabaret: 

The lmprov, comedians perform nightly except Mon. ·x: 
An Erotic Adventure," adult musical revue, dark Mon. Cabo 

Wabo Cantina Lounge: Bands play in after-hours nightclub 

setting. 

Lake Tahoe Horizon • 775-58s.62 I I or 800-322-7723: Golden 

Cabaret: "Fusion," comedy-magic rel'ue. Bands play in tl1e 

Aspen Lounge Thurs. un. 

Lakeside Inn • 775-5SS.7777: In tl1e Tal'ern: Karaoke witl1 

Psrcho Attitude, 11 pm-3am F1i. 

NORTH LAKE TAHOE 

Cal-Neva Resort • Cl] tal Bay, 775-832-4000 or 00-225-6382. 

howroom: Entertainment TBA. 

Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe • Incline Village, 775-832-123-1: 

Bands play in the Regency Grand Ballroom. Lone Eagle 

Restaurant: Music, \\ 'ed.-Sat. Casino Stage Bar: Pianist, 

\l'ed.-Sun. 

Jim Kelley's Tahoe Nugget • Cl) tal Bay, 775-831-0~55. 

Tahoe Biltmore • Crystal Bay, 775-831-0660: Breeze Nightclub: 

~ l usic nightly except Mon. 



Racers 

show no fear 
1n off-road 

events 1n 

Nevada's 

outback. 

By Ann Henderson 

David Pearson of Las Vegas shares a name and a passion 
with ASCARdriver David Pearson of South Carolina. 
But in tead of driving paved oval , the 21-year-old 

evadan races his 250cc motorcycle fu ll-throttle 
aero rocks and sagebrush. 

Pear on will be the defending champion at tl1e Kawasaki Team 
Green Laughlin U.S. Hare Scrambles on March 4-6. The event, 
held 10 miles we t of Laughlin on State Route 163, is considered 
a "tight race," one of the mo t technical in the Best in tl1e Desert 
e1-ies. A tight course may be run at lower speeds, accord ing to 

Be tin th Desert Director Casey Folks, but it has more corners 
that test the 1-ider's skill. 

Pearson has honed those kill in race in the U .. , pain, 
France, Czechoslovakia, and Brazil. Wearing tl1e green Kawasaki 
team colors, Pearson competes in the open pro cla . He is ev­
enth in the World Off-Road hampion hip rankings and third 
in the ational Hare and Hound serie . 

Pearson began racing at age six in the local motorcycle circuit, 
but hi real experience came in tl1e hills and gullies around the 
fam ily ranch in pring Valley, 20 miles ea t of Pioche. When not 
herding cattle and raising alfalfa, Pearson and his cousin , ick, 
now 27 and Russ, 24, spent every spare moment competing. That 
relationship continues today as ick and Ru s, who also live in 
Las Vegas, race professionally for Yamaha. 

"My closest competition i probably Ru and De try bbott," 
says David, whose Uncle Lee till tends the fami ly ranch. "There 
is a Pearson fam ily rivalry, but we respect each other." 

Pearson and his wife, Denitha, live in Las Vegas with their two 
ch ildren,Jessica, four, and Anthony, two. 'J e sica gets very excited 
a t race ," he says. She may be part of the next generation of rac­
ing Pearsons. 

A Thousand-Mile Race: On July 6-10, Be t in the Desert wi ll 
revive tl1e evada 1,000 off-road race featuring car , trucks, mo­
torcycles, and quad team . The Corky McMillin fam ily of San 
Diego is sponsoring this year' event and wi ll have three mem­
bers comp ting-Corky, who at 74 finished econd overall in the 
2004 Vegas to Reno race, and hi 18-year-old grandson , Andy and 
Danie l. Spectators also can look for David Pearson, the event's 

Nevada racers to watch this summer 
include Rob MacCachren (top left), Daryl 
Folks (top right), and David Pearson (left), 
the defending champion at the Laughlin 
U.S. Hare Scrambles. 

defending motorcycle champion, as well as anotl1er Las Vegan, 
Rob Mac achren. The 30-year-old MacCachren, who has been 
racing ince 1982, has 10 championship to his credit. 

Th four-day McMillin Nevada 1,000 wi ll begin July 6 in Las 
Vegas with tops each night in Tonopah. A special area, Camp 
Adventure, wi ll be created in Tonopah for RVs and tents. 

"I suggest anyone wanting to attend contact u for a pectator 
map," Casey Folks says." inety-n ine percent of the race locations 
are on federally owned lands, so there are restriction ." He adds 
tl1at maps are produced for all of the group's race . For informa­
tion visit www.bitd .com. 

Desert Racers 
Following i a ampling of off-road race in rural evada this year. 
Kawasaki Team Green Laughlin U.S. Hare Scrambles: March 4-6, Best 
in the Desert, Laughlin, www.bitd.com. 
Sturgeons Casino Lovelock 250: Apri l 23-24, YORRA race, Lovelock, 530-
417-5333. 
Terrible's Town 250: April 29-May l, Best in the Desert, Pahrump, 
www.bitd.com. 
Casino West Yerington 200: May 29-30, YORRA race, Yerington, 530-417-
5333. 
McMillin Nevada 1,000: July &-10, B t in the Desert, La Vegas and 
Tonopah , www.bitd.com. 
Las Vegas Primm 300: Sept. 9-11, SCORE International, www. core-inter 
national.com. 
TSCO Vegas to Reno: Oct. &-8, Best in the Desert, www.bitd.com. 
Henderson's Terrible 300: Dec. 2-4, Best in the Desert, www.bitd.com. 
Laughlin Desert Challenge: Jan. 2006, SCORE International, www.score­
international.com. 

Ann Henderson is Nevada Magazine' euent.s and entertainment editor. 

MARCH/APRIL 2005 NEVADA MAGAZINE 77 



EVENTS AND SHOW S 

T 
his spring, photographer will focu their cameras at Shooting the West in Winn mucca, 
and birdwatcher wi ll train their binoculars on the Wa1ker Lake Loon Festival. Fallon 
hosts the comedy-improv group "Second City,'' and Gary Puckett and .38 Special head­
line at Cactus Petes in J ackpot. Be ure to call ahead to confirm events ' date and time . 

Pick of the Remuda Sale and Trade Show • March 4-5 • Evem 

Ccmer, Winnemucca, 775-625-1302. 

Ranch Hand Rodeo • March 5-6 • Convemion Cemer, 

Winnemucca, 775-623-5071 . 

Pahrump High School Rodeo • March 5-6 • McCullough 

Arena, Pahrump, 775-727-5 00. 

Highland Games and Celtic Gathering • ·larch 5-6 • ottish 

competitions. Petrack Park, Pahrump, 775-727-5 00. 

"Swingin' the Benny Goodman Songbook" • March 11 • inger 

Terry Blaine, piani t lark hane, and clarinetist Allen 

Vachie. Eureka Opera House, Eureka, 775-237-6006. 

Shooting the West Photography Seminar • March 11-13 • 

Workshops and guest speakers. Convemion Cemer, 

Winnemucca, 775-623-507 1. 

Harmonia • March 12 • Music from Eastern Eu ropean cul­

tures. Barkley Theatre, Fallon, 775-423-1440. 

Drag Racing • March 12 • Test and tune. Top Cun Raceway, 

Fallon, 775-423-0223. 

Wildhorse Perch Derby • March 12-13 • Ice fishing fo r cash 

prizes. Wildhot e Reservoir, Wildhorse, 775-758-9494. 

Pahrump Valley Equestrians • 1arch 13- 14 • Training and 

competition. McCullough Arena, Pahrump, 775-727-5800. 

Peppermill Keno Tournament • March 13- 14 • Wendover, 00-

217-0049. 

Montego Bay Blackjack Tournament • ~ la rch 13-14 • fontego 

Bay, \l'endover, 00-2 17-0049. 

Rough Rider Gymkhana • March 20 • McCullough Arena, 

Pahrump, 775-727-5800. 

Rainbow Slot Tournament • March 20-2 1 • Rain bow Casino, 

Wendover, 00-2 17-0049. 

Pahrump Chamber of Commerce Golf Tournament • March 26 

• Fundraise r. Mountain Falls Coif Colli e, Pahrump, 775-

727-5 00. 

Pahrump Gunfighters • larch 28 • Enactmcm and ski ts. 

Dusty Flats ofT Bell Vista, Pahrump, 775-727-5800. 

Spring Cribbage Classic • April 1-3 • Temh annual competi­

tion. Convemion emer, Winnemucca, 775-623-25 11 , ext. 

2207. 

April Fool's Slot Tournament • April 1-3 • El Capi tan, 

I lawthorne, 00-922-23 11. 

Spring Adventure Hike • Apri l 2 • Ranger-led four-mile hike 

lo look fo r signs of spring. Bring water and a lunch and 

dress fo r the weather. Cathedral Gorge late Park, two 

miles nonhwe l of Panaca, 775-728-4460. 

United Way Golf Tournament • April 3 • Fundraiser. Mountain 

Falls Coif ourse, Pahrump, 775-727-5800. 
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Ukra ine on March 12 at the Barkley Theatre in Fallon. 



Drag Racing • April 3 • Test and tune. Top Gun Raceway, 

Fallon, 775-423-0223. 

Peppermill Slot Tournament • April 3-4 • Peppermill , 

Wendover, 800-217-0049. 

Children's Easter Egg Hunt • April 9 • Petrack Park, Pahrump, 

775-727-5800. 

Drag Racing • April 9-10 • Test and tune and ET Race. Top 

Gun Raceway, Fallon, 775-423-0223. 

Pahrump Valley Equestrians • Apri l I 0 • Training and com­

petition. McCullough Arena, Pahrump, 775-727-5 00. 

Nevada April Circuit: AQHA Show • April 14-17 • Working cow 

horse event with cutting, reining, roping, and halter classes. 

Events Complex, Winnemucca, 775-623-4625. 

"Taming of the Shrew" • Apri l 15 • Utah Shakespearean 

Festival performance. Eureka Opera House, Eureka, 775-

237-6006. 

Walker Lake Loon Festival • April 16 • Free boat and barge 

rides to view loons, lectures on the lake and Native 

American culture, food, and entertainmenL Walker Lake, 

Hawthorne, 775-945-8243. 

"Second City" • April 16 • Comedy-theater troupe performs 

sketches, music, and improvisations. The Chicago-based 

company has a group playing the Flamingo in Las Vegas. 

Barkley Theatre, Fallon, 775-423-1440. 

Wildflowers of Eastern Nevada • April 16 • Slide program and 

discussion. Cathedral Gorge State Park, two miles north­

west of Panaca, 775-728-4460. 

Ranch Rodeo • April 16- 17 • 20th annual. Spring Creek 

Horse Palace, pii ng Creek, 775-753-6295. 

Evening Geology Walk • April 17 • Ranger-led walk of Jess 

than a mile to discuss the park 's fo rmations. Dress for the 

weather and bring a flashlighL Cathedral Gorge State Park, 

two miles northwest of Panaca, 775-728-4460. 

Peppermill Three-Card Poker Tournament • April 17-18 • 

Peppermill , Wendover, 800-2 17-0049. 

Moonlight Walk • April 23 • Range r~Jecl 1valk. Bring a fl ash­

light and dress for the weather. Cathedral Gorge State Park, 

two miles northwest of Panaca, 775-7284460 for more pro­

gram in formation. 

Sturgeons Casino Lovelock 2SO • April 23-24 • VORRA off­

roacl race. Lovelock, 530-4 1 7-5333. 

Police Association Baker, California, to Las Vegas Run • April 23 

• Relay run . State Routes 372 and 160, Pahrump, 775-727-

5800. 

Earth Day • April 24 • Honeysuckle Park, Pahrump, 775-727-

5800. 

Pahrump Gunfighters • April 25 • Enactment and skits. Dusty 

Flats off Bell Vista, Pahrump, 775-727-5800. 

Terrible's Town 250 • April 29-May I • Best in the Desert off­

roacl race. Pahrump, 702-457-5775. 

GPS and Geocaching Workshop • April 30 • Bring your CPS 

for a treasure hunt. Jackets and fl ashlights needed. 

Cathedral Gorge State Park, two miles northwest of 

Panaca, 775-728-4460. 

Confederate Memorial Day • April 30 • Living-history mi litary 

program by nitecl Daughters of the Confederacy and 

evada Civil War Volunteers honoring veterans. Fallon 

Cemetery, Fallon, 775-423-8797. 

Jesse Sykes and the Sweet Hereafter • April 30 • Quintet per­

forms in the country-gothic style. Barkley Theatre, Fallon, 

775-423-1440. 

Winnemucca Pro-Am Golf Tourney • April 30-May I • More 

than I 00 golfers compete. Winnemucca Municipal Golf 

Course, Winnemucca, 775-623-6326. 

Drag Racing • April 30-May I • ET Race. Top Gun Raceway, 

Fallon , 775-423-0223. 

0~8.enU 
Goldfield Historical Firehouse and Museum • Antique equip­

ment displayed on weekends. Goldfield, 775-485-6303. 

Eye Opener Slot Tournament • 9am-noon Mon.-Thurs. addle 

West, Pahrump, 800-433-3987. 

Sturgeons Inn Tournaments • Bingo Tues. and Thurs., slot 

tournament Fri. Lovelock, 775-273-297 1 or 888-234-6835. 

Saturday Night Fever Slot Tournament • 7pm, I 0 buy-in . 

Saddle West, Pahrump, 800-433-3987. 

Quilting Creations • March I-April 12 • Designers of all ages. 

Convention Center, Hawthorne, 775-945-3030. 

Fukusa From the Collection of Dr. Edward P. Gerber • March ]­

April 23 • Japanese ceremonial gift covers. Oats Park Art 

enter, Fallon, 775-423-1440 for more event information. 

Quilts and Photography Show• March 8-April 19 • Quil ts by 

Cherie George and photography by Bonnie Ran nalcl. 

Convention Center, Hawthorne, 775-945-3030. 

Hidden Cave Tours • March 12, 26, April 9, 23, May 14, 28 • 

Guided tour of Hiclclcn Cave archaeological site includes 

self-guided tour of Grimes Point petroglyph site. Churchill 

County Museum, Fallon. Confinn tour elates, 775-423-3677. 

Nevada Passage/Four-Wheel Drive Rally and Treasure Hunt • May 

21 • Macie-for-TV adventure competi tion. Historic sites 

near Ely, '"''"·u<1velnevada.com. 

Upcoming Events 
in Elko, Nevada 

Wildhorse Perch Derby 
March 12th-13th 

Ranch Rodeo 
April 16th-17th 

Bangin' Bones (4X4) 
Wild Weekend 
May 28th-30th 

Bowhunters Classic 
3D Archery Shoot 

June 4th-5th 

20th Annual 
Elko Mining Expo 

June 6th-10th 

Elko County Auto Racing 
Bud Shoot Out 
June 1 Oth-11 th 

Elko Motorcycle Jamboree 
June 17th-19th 
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Nevada Passage/Bicycle Climb and Hike • lay 22 • Made-fmc 

TV adventure competition. Lamoille Canyon, 20 miles 

soutJ1east of Elko, www.travelnevada.com for additional 

event information. 

Nevada Passage/Giant Slalom/Freestyle Sand Dune Trials • May 

23 • Made-for-TV adventure serie . Sand Mountain, 25 

mile east of Fallon, '"''"·travelnevada.com. 

Run-A-Mucca Motorcycle Rally • May 27-29 • Winnemucca, 

800-962-2638. 

Casino West Yerington 200 • May 29-30 • VORRA off-road 

race. Yerington, 530-417-5333. 

Winnemucca Basque Festival • June 11 • Winnemucca, 775-

62~5071. 

Gridley Days• June 17-19 • Au tin, 775-964-2200. 

McMillin Nevada 1,000 • July f>.10 • Beatty, Goldfield, and 

Tonopah. Las Vegas, 702-457-5775. 

AMARGOSA VALLEY 

Longstreet Inn• 775-372-1777: Weekend entertainment. 

BEATTY 

cvada): Bands play in the lounge Fri.-Sat. 

Exchange Club • 775-55~2368: Karaoke on Fri. 

ELKO 

.. OUISide 

Commercial Hotel• 775-738-3181: Band play Tues. un. 

Gold Country Casino • 00-021-1332: Music on weekends. 

High Desert Inn • 775-738-8425: Comedy on Fri. 

Red Lion • 775-738-2111 or800-545-0044 (Western .S. out· 

side Nevada): Reel Lion Lounge: Bands play nightly. 

Photographers gather in Winnemucca March 11-13 for Shooting the West, which includes 
three days of workshops and explorations of Basque eateries. 

Stockmen's Hotel • 775-73 5141 or 800-048-2345 ( .. and 

evada): ho111·oom: Bands play Tues. un. 

ELY 

Hotel Nevada • 775-2 9-6665. 

FALLON 

Bonanza Inn • 775-423-6031. 

Fallon Nugget • 775-42~3 I I I. 

Stockman's Casino and Holiday Inn Express • 775-42~2 I I 7. 

HAWTHORNE 

El Capitan• 775-945-3322: Music in the Casino Lounge. 

Joe's Tavern • 775-945-2302. 

JACKPOT 

Barton's Club 93 • 775-755-2341. 

Cactus Petes • 800-821- 11 03: Gala howroom: Ray Price, 

March 11-12. Danny Marona, March 25-26. Gary Puckett, 

pril 8-9 .. 38 Special , April 22-23. Ronnie Milsap, May I ~ 

Experience History Firsthand in 

Pick up our self-guiding tour and discover dozens 
of historic buildings that will take you back 100 years! 

Visit the The Best 

Restored Preserved 

Courthouse, Historic 

Eureka Opera Mining Camp 

House, and on Highway 50, 

Eureka Sentinel the ''Loneliest 

Museum Road in 

America " 

For more information, write or call 
Eureka Opera House, 775-237-6006, P.O. Box 284, Eureka, Nevada 89316 
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Singer Terry Blaine appears in "Swingin' the 
Be nny Goodman Songbook" March 11 at 
t he Eureka Opera House. 

14. Bill Engvall, May 27-2 . Bands play in the Cabaret. 

Horseshu Casino • 775-755-232 1. Cabaret: TBA. 

LOVELOCK 

Sturgeons • 775-273-2971 and 888-234-6835: Center Club 

Showroom: Bands and karaoke are featured on weekends. 

PAHRUMP 

Pahrump Nugget • 775-75 1-6500. 

Saddle West Hotel, Casino, and RV Park • 775-727-1111: 

Emenainmem in the Club West Nightclub. 

Terrible's Lakeside • 775-75 1-7770. 

Terrible's Town Casino • 775-75 1-7777. 

SILVER SPRINGS 

Silver Springs Nugget • 775-577-4263. 

TONOPAH 

Banc Club • 775-482-5409: Bands play Thurs.-Sal. 

Tonopah Station Ramada Inn • 775-482-9777: Bands play on 

weekends. 

WENDOVER 

Montego Bay • 775-664-9100: Bands play in the lounge. 

Peppermill • 775-664-2255 or 800-648-9660 (U.S. ouiside 

Nevada): Emenainers appear in Lhe Casino Lounge. 

Rainbow Casino • 775-664-4000: Bands play in the lounge. 

Red Garter • 775-664-2111 or 00-982-2111 ( .S. ouiside 

Nevada). 

State Line Nugget • 775-664-2221. 

WINNEMUCCA 

Winners Hotel • 775-623-2511: Winners Lounge: mall 

fortune, March 3-5, 10-1 2. Redstone, March 17-19. Rock 'n 

Horse, March 24-26. l-lerb McQuay, March 31-April 2. itro 

Express, April 7-9, 14- 16.JefT Palmer, April 21-23. 

Model T Hotel • 775-623-2588: Bands play Thurs.-Sat. 

Karaoke, Wed. 

Holiday Inn Express • 775-625-3100. 

Sundance Casino • 775-623-3336. 

Red Lion • 800-633-6435. 

YERINGTON 

Casino West • 775-463-248 1: Weekend music. 

Dini's Lucky Club • 775-463-2868: Weekend music. 

• Nevada Northern Radway Museum 
• White Pine Historical Museum 
• Ride the Ghost Train of Old Ely 
• White Pine County Golf Course 

• Explore leh•an Caves 
• Ward Charcoal Ovens 
• Cave lake State Park 

For or. 
in1'ormat.ton: 

l •800•HY6•9350 
1Nww.elynevada.net 

www.nevadanorthernrailway.net 
Sponsored in part by tlie Nevada CO.-ssloll on Tllflrism. 

©WP County Tourism & Recreation Bomd 
150 Sixth Street, Ely, NV 89301•775-289-3720 •Fax 775·289·6757 
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Tourism Agencies/Chambers of Commerce 
IOI Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce-High desert 

region, U.S. 50 (Loneliest Road in America) , history, moun­

tain biking, hunting. 775-964-2200, www.mountainsage.org. 

102 Beatty Chamber of Commerce-Beatty, the Gateway to 

Death Valley National Park, celebrated its centennial in fall 

2004. 866-736-3716, www.beattynevada.org. 
103 Boulder City Chamber of Commerce-"The city that 

built Hoover Dam," golf, outdoor sports, and Lake Mead 

National Recreation Area. 866-297-4336, www.bouldercity 

chamber.com. 
104 Carson City Convention and Visitors Bureau-Nevada's 

capital city has "Divine 9" golf courses, lodging, and gaming. 

800-NEVADA-1 , 775-687-7410, www.visitcarsoncity.com. 

I 05 Carson City Convention and Visitors Bureau/Seniors 

Strike Silver Cards-Discounts on lodging, meals, muse­

ums, recreation, gaming. 800-NEVADA-1 , www.visitcarson 

city.com. 

106 Carson Valley Chamber of Commerce and Visitors 

Authority-Genoa, Minden-Gardnerville, and Topaz Lake 

make up the Carson Valley. 800-727-7677, www.carson 

valleynv.org for information. 
107 White Pine County Tourism and Recreation Board , 

Ely-Bristlecone pines, Great Basin National Park, fishing, 
hunting, camping, golf, Nevada Northern Railway. 800-HY6-

9350, www.elynevada.net. 

108 Eureka Opera House-Built in 1880 and restored in 

1993, the Eureka Opera House is located on U.S. 50 (Loneliest 

Road in America) . 775-237-6006, www.co.eureka.nv.us. 

109 Fallon Convention and Tourism Authority-Fallon is 

home to Navy's Top Gun flight school, Sand Mountain, Lake 

Lahontan. 866-4FALLDN, www.fallontourism.com. 

110 Elko Convention and Visitors Authority-In 

Northeastern Nevada on Interstate 80, Elko has outdoor recre­

ation, history, hotels, casinos, and meetings. Convention 
Center has 50,000 sq. ft. of meeting space. Free Meeting 

Planner Guide. 800-248-3556, www.elkocva.com. 

111 Jackpot Tourism-Located on Idaho border on U.S. 93, 

Northeastern Nevada resort town with entertainment, casinos, 

restaurants, golf. 775-755-2229, www.jackpot-nevada.org. 

112 Nevada Commission on Tourism-Nevada's tourism 

authority guides the visitor to unlimited outdoor adventure 

and world-class resorts. 800-NEVADA-8, www.travel 

nevada.com. 
115 Virginia City Tourism-The historic mining town of 

Virginia City has shops, restaurants, mine tours and muse­

ums, train rides, lodging, and many special events. 775-847-

7500, www.virginiacity-nv.org. 
116 Lander County Convention and Tourism Authority­

Battle Mountain, on 1-80, is famous for its Washington Post 

appellation, "Armpit of America." 775-635-1112, www.battle 

mountain.org. 
117 Winnemucca Convention and Visitors Authority­

Basque restaurants, outdoor adventure, history, events, 
nightlife, gaming, convention center. 800-962-2638, 

evada Magazineadverti e1 ,just fi ll out the attached "Free Nevada Info" card and mail it in. 

www.winnemucca.nv.us for further vacation information. 

119 Pony Express Territory-Pony Express Trail (1860-1861) 

parallels U.S. 50 (Loneliest Road in America) through Pony 
Express Territory. 866-4FALLON, www.ponyexpressnevada 

.com. 
120 Truckee-Donner Chamber of Commerte-North of Lake 

Tahoe, Sierra Nevada views, six world-class ski resorts, and 

Donner Memorial State Park. For information 866-245-4347 

www.truckee.com. 
122 Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority­

Information on restaurants, shopping, entertainment, events, 

gaming, lodging, golf. 877-VISIT-LV, www.vegasfreedom 

.com. 
124 Pahrump Valley Chamber of Commerce-Pahrump has 

outdoor activities, events, hotel-casinos, Pahrump Valley 

Winery, RV parks. 866-722-5800, www.pahrumpchamber 

.com. 
128 Wells Chamber of Commerce-Wells is the jump-off 

point for California-Oregon Trail sites. Hunting, fishing , golf, 

and trails, 775-752-3540, www.californiatrailinterpretive 

center.com. 
129 Greater Lincoln County Chamber of Commerce-Five 

state parks, Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge, ghost towns, 

mining camps. 775-962-5271 , www.lincolncountynevada 

.com. 

132 Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority-Official guide to Tahoe 

hotels, cabins, lodging, rates, reservations, and vacation pack­
ages, Nevada and California. 800-AT-TAHOE, www.virtual 

tahoe.com. 
133 City of West Wendover-Swimming, golfing, horseback 

riding, fishing , birdwatching, casinos, hotels, dining, and en­

tertainment. 866-BlYCITY, www.westwendovercity.com. 

Hotels I Casinos 
202 Carson Nugget, Carson City-Video/slot machines, 

table games, keno, bingo, restaurants, buffet, gift shop, en­
tertainment. 800-426-5239, www.ccnugget.com. 

203 Carson Valley Inn , Minden- Hotel, motor lodge, RV 

park, convention center, wedding chapel , pool , spa, gift shop, 

four restaurants, and casino. 800-321-6983, www.cvinn.com. 

207 Imperial Palace, Las Vegas-On the Las Vegas Strip, 

the hotel-casino has 2,700 rooms, 10 restaurants, "Legends 

in Concert." 888-777-7664, www.imperialpalace.com. 

208 John Ascuaga 's Nugget, Sparks-Off 1-80, gaming, 

John's Club, eight restaurants, wedding chapel, pool , health 

club, convention facilities. 800-648-1177, www.janugget.com. 
209 Peppermitt , Reno-Gaming, seven restaurants, enter­

tainment, pool , spa, salon, senior specials, conventions. 800-

648-6992 (mention HNVMAG4), www.PeppermillReno.com. 

210 Riviera Hotel Casino, Las Vegas-The Riviera cele­

brates its Golden Anniversary in 2005 with a nostalgic look 

at Las Vegas and the Rat Pack Era. The 50-year-old resort has 

remodeled rooms, suites, convention facilities, six restau­

rants, and shows every night, including "Splash" and "La 

Cage." 800-256-6860, www.rivierahotel.com. 

215 Saddle West, Pahrump-Rooms and suites, restaurant, 

buffet, RV resort, golf packages, convention facilities, Players 

Club, slot tournaments. 800-433-3987 www.saddlewest 

.com. 

218 Harrah's Laughlin- Themed after a Mexican resort, 

1,571 rooms and suites. Slot players can enjoy Harrah's Total 
Rewards. Top-name entertainment in the showroom or am­

phitheater, five restaurants, outdoor activities on the river, 

meeting and banquet facilities. 800-HARRAHS, www. 

harrahs.com. 

222 Carson Station and Piilon Plaza Casino-Resorts, 

Carson City- Best Western. Carson Station has 92 rooms. 

800-501-2929, www.carsonstation.com. Piiion Plaza has 148 

rooms, 70 RV spaces. 877-519-5569, www.pinonplaza.com. 

227 Atlantis Casino Resort, Reno-Concierge tower, 1,000 

hotel rooms, health spa, nine restaurants, gaming, 24,000 

square feet of meeting space. Mention NEVADA Magazine. 
800-723-6500, www.atlantiscasino.com. 

229 Cactus Peles Resort, Jackpot-Hotel has 300 rooms 

and suites, live entertainment, concerts, five restaurants, 

26,000 square feet of gaming. 800-821-1103, www.cactus 

petes.com. 

Lodging 
402 Lake Tahoe Accommodations-Management for rental 

properties, rental homes, or condominiums near skiing, golf, 

and lake. 800-544-3234, www.laketahoeaccommodations 

.com. 

Bed & Breakfast 
403 Bliss Mansion Bed and Breakfast, Carson City-Guests 

revisit the past, stay in suites with private baths, have gourmet 

breakfasts. Special parties and weddings are held in the man­
sion and outside on the verandas and lawns. 775-887-8988, 

www.blissmansion.com. 

Shows 
515 Steve Wyrick/Aladdin Resort Casino, Las Vegas­

Magic, illusions, and great entertainment nightly, dark 
Tuesdays. Shows at 7pm and 1 Opm, group rates available 1t 

702-258-0020, general public 702-785-5000 or ncketmaster. 

Attractions, Galleries, Museums 
602 Liberace Museum, Las Vegas- Museum features 

jewelry, wardrobe, and costumes worn by the late Liberace, 

custom-car collection, and pianos. 702-798-5595, www 

.liberace.com. 
603 Nevada Northern Railway Museum, Ely-Historic 

tourist train rides on 32 miles of track through copper coun­

try beginning in East Ely. Meetings on wheels for business, 

retreats, weddings, celebrations. 866-40-STEAM, www.nnry 

.com. 

Events 
703 Pioneer Territory-Death Valley, Boundary Peak, min-

Call to reserve advertising space: Susan Wunsch , Advertising Manager, 775-687-0610 or susan@nevadamagazine.com 
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ing towns, seven state parks and wilderness areas, moun­

tain biking, skiing, hiking . 800-357-8754, www.pioneerterri 
tory.org. 

704 Nevada 's Cowboy Country-Lovelock to Wendover, ho­
tels, casinos, gaming, outdoor adventure, ranches, rodeos, 

Basque culture, gold mines. 877-626-9268, www.cowboy 

country.org. 

Wedding Chapels 
80 I Viva Las Vegas Weddings and Viva Las Vegas 

Villas-Chapel and villas offer traditional, themed, Elvis wed­

dings, limo, flowers, photos. 800-574-4450, www.vivalas 
vegasweddings.com. 

Recreation 
901 Lake Mead Cruises-On Lake Mead and near Hoover 

Dam, Desert Princess or Desert Princess Too, events, wed­

dings. 702-293-6180, www.lakemeadcruises.com . 

902 Tonopah Historic Mining Foundation-Tonopah 

Historic Mining Park is on site of Belle and Jim Butler's 1900 

claim. Self-guided tours. 775-482-9274, www.tonopah 

nevada.org. 
905 Nevada Department of Transportation Bicycle 

Safety-Information on safety and statewide events. Sells 
state bicycle jerseys. 775-888-RIDE, www.bicyclenevada 

.com. 

911 Look Tours, Las Vegas-Tours of Grand Canyon, 

Hoover Dam by helicopter or airplane. Bus/van tours, horse­

back rides, riverboat combos. 800-LOOKTOURS, www.look 

tours.com for further tour information. 

912 Rebel Adventure Tours, Las Vegas-Valley of Fire ATV 

tours, 4x4s, white-water rafting, Hummers, jet ski , helicopter, 

horseback. 800-817-6789, www.rebeladventuretours.com. 

913 Lake Tahoe Cruises and Zephyr Cove Resort/Aramark 

Parks and Resorts-Paddlewheelers MS. Dixie II and Tahoe 
Queen cruise year-round, offering parties, weddings, groups. 

Zephyr Cove Resort has a beach, boat rentals, cabins, restau­

rant, RV Park. 800-23-TAHOE, www.laketahoecruises.com, 

www.zephyrcove.com. Mention offer NVM5 or NEVADA 
Magazine when making reservations. 

Restaurants 
I 00 I Louis' Basque Corner-Authentic Basque food 

served family style in downtown Reno, 301 E. Fourth St. , 
since 1967 Open for dinner nightly and lunch Tues.-Sat. 775-

323-7203. 

Real Estate 
I IOI Liberty Realty Relocation Division-Relocate to 

Nevada with a team of specialists. For information on avail­

able homes, 800-296-1802, www.LibertyRelocationDivision 

.com. 

Retail Shopping 
1203 Gamblers General Store , Las Vegas-Casino prod­

ucts, antique slots, books, chips, roulette wheels, tables, sold 

in store and online. 800-322-2447 www.gamblersgeneral 

store.com. 

RV Porks 
1501 Comstock Country RV Resort , Carson City-Five-star­

rated RV resort is centrally located near Reno, Lake Tahoe, 
Virginia City, and Minden-Gardnerville-Genoa with 156 full 

hookups, pool and spa, laundry, cable, free shuttle. 

Reservations 800-638-2321 : mention NEVADA Magazine to 
receive a free souvenir. 

Always a new horizon. 

Hundreds of roads to Lead you there. 

Make us your base-camp and come explore the true west. 
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Stairways to 
Heaven 
The Forum Shops, poker fever, and 

a new megaresort. 

Spiral Escalation 

Since the three-level expan ion of the Forum Shops at Caesars 
opened last fall, customers have admired the mural , the 
vaulted ceilings, and the Las Vegas mall's piece de re is­

tance-a spiral e calator. 
"We brought in a group of kids from Warren Walker 

Elementary hool, and they went nuts over the escalator," ays 
Maureen Crampton, the Forum hop ' marketing director. "We 
couldn't gel them off it." 

The s n ation of riding around is not that different from rid­
ing straight up, but you do get a 360-degree sightseeing tour of 
the three-noor rotunda in the 175,000- quare-foot addition. The 
escalator, the second instal led in the .. (the first was in the San 
Francisco Shopping Center), was designed in Japan by Mitsubishi 
and met the Forum Shops' goal of creating a focal point. 

"It's visually appealing as well as functional," say Crampton. 
"We could have built a straight-shot elevator, but we \\ranted to 
cominue to pu h the bar." 

And whaL would be the fun ofa traight-shot elevator? The pi­
ral e calator affords an excellent opportunity to people-watch , 
someLhing the Forum Shops is known for. Perhaps you'll see the 
city's power players coming from a dinner at II Mulino New York 
or Boa Leakhouse, or you mighL bump into a celeb or two at 
Carolina Herrera, already a hit with its stunning couture. 

You ' ll al o find names like Brooks Brothers and Celine, th 
French de igner. Emilio Pucci is there, as is Juicy Couture and its 
"sexy basics." The Elysium Gallery has rare coin dating back to 
6000 B.C. 

The mall is open 24 hours. A nightclub, AM at OPM, features 
after-hours DJs from 3 a.m. to 9 a.m. Friday and Saturday nights. 
Forum Shops stores and restaurants are open l 0 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
weekday and until midnight weekends. 

The next expan ion, the Exotic Cars at Caesai Palace, is sched­
uled to open in late spring. It wi ll have 50 rare cars including 
Ferrari , Lamborghinis, a Bentley Continental GT (priced at 

220,000), a Porsche Carrera GT ( 500,000), and a Ferrari 
Enzo ( 1.3 million).-Jennifer Prosser 

Treasure Hunt 

V
sitors who sign up for a Club Eldorado membership are 

eligible to play the Reno casino's new promotion, 
'Treasures of the Eldorado." Members can play every two 

hour , up to ix time dai ly by inserting tl1e ir card in the game 
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The spiral escalator at the Forum Shops at Caesars offers sightseers 
and shoppers a 360-degree view. 

kiosk. Prize include 10,000 cash and re tau rant and show perks. 
Daily winne1 will be eligible for a Friday night drawing for lot 

tournament tickets and the chance to enter a chamber and grab 
for ca h. There al o will be six Big Dig partie , tl1e first on March 
21. ucces ful treasure hunter will be feted witl1 dinner, danc­
ing, and a prize purse of '150,000 in gold. For information call 
800-648-5966. Membe1 hip in Club Eldorado is free. 

World Series Time 

T
he Rio All-Suite H otel in Las Vegas opened a new 10-table 
poker room in the property' ports book. The Rio is host­
ing the World Serie of Poker from June 2 to July 13 before 

the competition move downtown to Binion's Horseshoe for the 
final two days.July 14-15. 

The Rio's nonsmoking poker room is open 24 hours, and food 
is avai lable for pickup at Toscano's Deli. o-limit Texa hold 'em 
tournaments are held daily at noon. For information regarding 
tl1e Rio call 702-777-7650. 

Spring Opening 

Casino mogul Steve Wynn ' late t re ort, Wynn Las Vegas, is 
cheduled to open in late April. That's when visitors will 

have a chance to satisfy tl1eir curio ity about the 2. 7-billion 
property on tl1e La Vegas trip. The hotel tand on tl1e ite of 
the o ld De ert Inn, wh ich was demolished with little fanfare to 
mak way for the megare ort.-Ann Henderson 





Cool Water 
A Sandstone Canyon h 1 ke flows 
naturally at Spring Mountain 
Ranch State Park. 

By Roxanna Brock 

C 
ruising State Route 159 west of Las Vegas-windows 
open, hair horizontal-I gazed at the cliffs of Red Rock 
Canyon. It wa a cold, wet winter day. When I stopped 
near Spring Mountain Ranch State Park, I was stunned 

to see water pouring off black-varnished sandstone miles away in 
a canyon I'd not seen before. 

At the visitor center in the park's old ranch house, a ranger 
explained that the place was called Sandstone Canyon. She added 
that experts lead hikes in the canyon about eight times a year, 
beginning in March. 

On the first Saturday in March, I arrived at the park with my 
pack, water bottles, and walking stick. I met Jim Egan, our guide 
and a member of the La Vegas Mountaineers Club, in front of 
tl1e ranch house. We were joined by three 
other hikers who were as curious as I was 
about Sandstone Canyon. 

The springs and creeks that irrigate 
tl1e park have made it a green refuge in 
the desert. Near the main house, horses 
grazed in a meadow lush with grass and 
trewn with cottonwood trees. Egan 

pointed out, "Cottonwoods just suck a lot 
of water. If you ee cottonwoods, it's a 
sign there's some type of pring or other 
water source in the area." 

Walking further, we discovered a water trough restored with 
river rock and concrete by radio star Chet Lauck, who owned the 
ranch in the 1940s. (Other owners have included Howard 
Hughes and actress Vera Krupp.) We aw where Lauck's 
children, Nancy and Chester, had written their name in the 
concrete. Behind the trough stood grapevines and tl1e 
econd-oldest trucn1re in the Las Vegas Valley, the Sandstone 

Cabin, which was built in 1864. 
Soon we came upon a blue lake bordered by cattails and 

cottonwoods. Egan explained that three-acre Lake Harriet, built 
by Lauck in 1947 and named after hi wife, is fed by Sandstone 
Spring Number One. Egan leaned over in the tall grass to open 
tl1e lid of a flow meter. ormally water flows into the lake at 160 
gallons per minute. However, winter had brought much precip-
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Guide Jim Egan looks back down Sandstone 
Canyon from a rocky vantage point. 

itation, and the water was gushing at 340 
gallons per minute. That offered a hint 
of what we were about to encounter. 

Passing through more high grasses, 
tree , and rusty water pipe, we found 
a more desert-like etting. The canyon 
started to narrow. Monument Peak' 

dark, rippling walls rose to our left. Indecision Peak faded away 
to our right. 

Entering the wash leading into the canyon, we encountered 
large, polished sandstone boulders, white in color, that looked 
like freshly brushed teeth. Other boulders paraded wild, wirling 
pink and orange stripes while the rest were solid yellow, black, 
and pale blue. 

Hopping from boulder to boulder, we progressed up-canyon, 
reaching waterfalls, deep puddles, and thick scrub oak. I enjoyed 
observing tl1e waterfalls. Tiny, shallow swirls moved down pol­
ished slides into pools. Falls poured into deep caves or popped 
through holes and emerged downstream. ome cascaded over 
several formations. 

My partners left me to explore ahead. I was happy to be alone, 

PHOTO: Roxanna Brock, MAP ART: Jennifer Hollister 



softly balancing from rock to rock, hoping 
not to fall in. When I caught up, they had 
turned back due to a large pool blocking 
our trail. 

I had hoped to see the other six spring 
that are said to feed the stream. Egan ex­
plained tliat even he did not know where 
the re t were hidden. 

Walking out I noticed a large bird sun­
ning in one of Lake Harriet's cottonwoods. 

Soon we came 
upon a blue lake 
bordered by 
cattails and 
cottonwoods. 
As we drew near, it flew to the next tree, 
showing a wing span nearly as wide a I am 
tall. It was a golden eagle. In all the years 
I'd pent outdoors I'd never seen one. The 
mammoth raptor, who probably knew the 
location of all the spring in Sand tone 
Canyon, led me safely back to my car, fly­
ing from tree to tree. 

Take a Hike 

Spring Mountain Ranch State Park, 15 
miles west of La Vegas via West 
Charleston Boulevard, is located in 

Red Rock Canyon. The park's attractions 
include the ranch hou e, gra sy lawns, a 
picnic area, historic outbuildings, and 
hiking trails. Park admission is $6 per car. 
The vi itor center is open daily. 

Guided hikes in Sand tone Canyon are 
scheduled on March 13 and 19, April 2, 
10, and 16-17 and May 21; call 702-875-
4141 for details. The Sandstone Canyon 
hike covers three mile round trip and lasts 
from 1 to 4 p.m. Hikers should bring water, 
snacks, sun creen, and good footwear. 

The state park hosts an Earth Day 
Weekend on April 23-24 and numerous liv­
ing-history programs and summer musi­
cals. Nearby attractions include Red Rock 
National Conservation Area and Bonnie 
Springs Old Nevada. Call the park at 702-
875-4141 or visit www.parks.nv.gov. 

Roxanna Brock is a Las Vegas writer who has 
contributed lo Rock and Ice, Climbing, 
Gripped, and Cerca Country Guide . 

NevAdA MA9AziKe1s 
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Tvvo Great Deals! 

OeA I #1 While they last, the 2005 Nevada 
Centennial Cities Calendar(above). Great historical pictures. 
Now available for only $5.00 each (plus $3.00 shipping and 
handling per calendar). Regularly $9.95. 

OeAI #2 TheHistorical 
Nevada Magazine. Outstanding col­
lection of the best historical features 
to appear in Nevada Magazine during 
the last 30 years. 140 pages. 
#HNVM, $8.95 (plus $4.00 S/H) 

Order by telephone (toll free): 
1-800-237-0774, press #2 and ask for ext. 611 

Order online: www.nevadamagazine.com 
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Lance Burton 
Las Vegas is magical, but please watch for the tou rists . 

Master Magician Lance Burton performs 
elaborate illusions in which he makes people 
and a luxury convertible disappear in his 
showroom at the Monte Carlo in Las ~gas. 
Burton also shares the stage with showgirl.s 
and a flock of 60 birds, including doves, ducks, 
geese, and a parakeet named Elvis. Burton's 
easy-going manner, humor, and stylish magic 
are copied by other magicians. Offttage, the 
Kentucky native supports many Las Vegas 
charitable causes, often joining fellow ent,er­
tainers Clint Holmes and the Scintas in furnJ. 
raising efforts. Burton lives in Las Vegas with 
Monte, an eight"Year-old golden retriever that 
he rescued from a local shelter. 

Y
ou can always spot them. They have 
that look in their eyes. It is the same 
look I see every night during my 
show. It says, "I can't believe what I 

just aw." But they are not watching a 
magic performance. They are walking 
along the Strip. 

When you live in Las Vegas, as I have for 
23 yeai , you forget how impressive the city 
is to first-time visitors. We have castles and 
pyramids, volcanoes and pirates, and ge­
nies and lions and tigers. No other city in 
the world can compete with the visual fan­
tasy tl1at Las Vegas provides for free on the 
street 

I remember the first time I visited Las 
Vegas. It was 1981. My good friend Johnny 
Thompson was producing Le' Sorcery, a 
magic show for televi ion. He had to move 
a truck full of props from Los Angeles to 
Las Vegas for rehearsals. We drove a rental 
truck through the desert and arrived in 
town late at night. As I drove down Las 
Vegas Boulevard, the hotels and marquees 
mesmerized me. This was the city I had 
dreamed about all my life. This was Las 
Wigas, the holy city. 

I tried to take it all in by reading every 
marquee to see which entertainer was 
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During a television special Burton did what countless Area 51 watchers would like to do­
he made a UFO appear on State Route 375, Nevada 's Extraterrestrial Highway. 

working at which hotel. Preoccupied, I 
drove right up on the sidewalk in front of 
the Aladdin! Fortunately it was late, and 
there were no pedestrians around.Johnny 
said, "Kid, you better let me drive." After 
that I wa able to take in the sights. 

The next year I got my fir t gig in Las 
Vegas with the "Folies Bergere" at the 
Tropicana, an eight-week contract that 
lasted nine years. But I have always appre­
ciated the city's awesome visual power and 
how d istracting it can be. 

I've often watched visitors as they ignore 
the Strip's overhead walkways and make a 
mad dash across the street. What's the so­
lution? We could honk our horns to bring 
potential jaywalkers back to reality, but tl1at 
might freeze them and actually increase 
tl1e problem. Maybe we could install 
"Walk"/"Don't Walk" signs that include a 
real ly loud voice. We could get Clint 
Holmes to write a song about the dangers 

of crossing again t the light and play it 
from speakers at every intersection. 

Tourists are our lifeblood. Without 
them there would be no hotels, no shows, 
no jobs, no 99-cent breakfasts. So keep in 
mind, when you are driving in Las Vegas, 
please watch out for the tourists, all 35 
million of them. 

Show Notes 
" L ance Burton: Master Magician" 

can be seen in tl1e Lance Burton 
Theao·e at the Monte Carlo on the 

Las Vegas Strip. Show times are 7 p.m. 
Tuesday tl1rough Saturday with an addi­
tional 10 p.m. performance on Saturday 
(dark Sunday and Monday). Tickets cot 
66.50 and 72.55, including tax and fees. 

Drinks are extra. For more show informa­
tion call 877-386-8224 or 702-730-7000 or 
visit www.montecarlo.com. 
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In the Blue World we believe in the preservation of all forms of wildlife Most of these 

creatures can be found skiing and snowboarding during the day and inhabiting clubs at night 

To learn more about our cause go to bluelaketahoe com or call 1-800-AT-TAHOE 

LAKE TAHOE 
Step Into the Blue· 



Why Is Tom Jones 
Not Unusual? 

Nevada Magazine Readers Know 

Tom Jones is one of many top stars who choose to perform frequently in Nevada showrooms. 
Want to see Tom, Elton, Celine, Wayne, or Britney? Just check the complete events and shows 

listings inside each issue of Nevada Magazine to find out where they'll be appearing . 

Nevada Magazine keeps you in tune all year long with Silver State shows, events, attractions, 
vacation ideas, and history for just $19.95. 
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Early Bird Packages start at just $ 7 49. 

See why there'.s more to golf than golf at the Nugget Amateur Challenge. 

renoamateurchallenge.com • 800-803-6918 
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